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A collapsed building
after an earthquake in
Padada, Davao del Sur
province. AP

PHILIPPINES

Child killed,
several injuredin

powerful quake

Manila: A powerful earth-
quake hit the southern
Philippine island of
Mindanao on Sunday,
killing a child, injuring
dozens and damaging
buildingsinan areastill re-
covering from a string of
deadly quakes in October.
Police said a rescue opera-
tion had been launched at
a heavily damaged market
buildingin Padada near the
6.8 magnitude quake’s epi-
centre, which is about 90
kilometres south of the
major city of Davao.
Patients were evacuated
from hospitals as a precau-
tion and nervous crowds
massed outside shopping
malls after the jolt and
dozens aftershocks.

NEW ZEALAND
Volcanotollrises
to 18, search for

bodies continues

Wellington: The death toll
from New Zealand’s
White Island volcano
eruption rose to 18 on
Sunday, including two
people whose bodies
have not been recovered,
police said. A land search
early Sunday failed to find
any sign of the missing
pair and divers returned
tothe seain the afternoon
amid increasing specula-
tion both could be in the
water. Deputy police
commissioner  Mike
Clement said there was
“every chance” the bod-
ieshad been washed into
the sea from the stream
where they were last
seen on Monday.

MEXICO

50 bodies
unearthed from
mass grave

Guadalajara: The bodies
of atleast 50 people have
been unearthed from a
mass grave at a farm out-
side Mexico’s western
city of Guadalajara, local
authorities said. The grim
site was discovered just
over three weeks ago in
Jalisco — a state hard-hit
by violence linked to or-
ganized crime. The local
prosecutor’s office said
Saturday 13 of the dead
— 12 men and a woman
— have been identified
and the remains given to
their families. The
process of identifying
more of the victims and
how they died will con-
tinue, it added.

‘SHE COULD BE HEADSTRONG AND WAYWARD, GORGEOUS AND BROKEN’

ITALY
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THOUSANDS EVACUATED As WWII BoMB DEFUSED

Around 54,000 people were evacuated from the Italian city of Brindisi on Sunday as experts
worked to defuse a World War I bomb, in the largest operation of its kind in the country, media
said. The British bomb, one metre long and weighing 200 kg, was found on Nov 2 during work on
acinema. The device was damaged by the workers’ equipment, making the operation more tricky:

Longest UN climate talks end with no
decision about key issue on agenda

Details of new carbon market postponed to next summit; after objections over draft agreement, final text lacks specifics

EXPRESS INMADRID

AMITABH SINHA
DECEMBER15

THE LONGEST-EVER climate con-
ference delivered probably the
weakest outcome ever. The two-
week Madrid climate conference
could produce anagreement only
after removing everything that
any country objected to from the
final text, and postponing all de-
cisions on the only major agenda
item it had to finalise.

After several countries re-
jected the draft agreement texts
that were prepared on Saturday
morning, the conference had lit-
tle option but to remove all con-
tentious phrases and provisions,
and produce an agreement that
was mired in generalities and
lacked any specific decisions.

The issue of framing rules for
setting up a new carbon market
under Paris Agreement, the only
bigissue to be finalised in Madrid,
wasdeferred entirely to next year,
asno country was willing tobudge

Carolina Schmidt, president of the UN Climate Change
Conference (COP25), closes the summit in Madrid. Reuters

from their stated positions.

UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres echoed the mood of
many after the conference, saying
inastatement: “lamdisappointed
with the results of COP25 (the 25th
edition of Conference of Parties to
the UN Framework Conventionon
Climate Change, the official name
of Madrid talks). The international
community lostanimportant op-
portunity to show increased am-
bition on mitigation, adaptation
and finance to tackle the climate
crisis. But we must not give up,and
Iwill not give up.”

Civil society groups, animpor-
tant and vocal stakeholder in the
negotiations, reacted with anger
and disappointment at the out-

There are 13,000 US troops currently in Afghanistan.

US set to withdraw
4,000 troops from
Afghanistan: report

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 15

THE TRUMP administration will
announce as early as this week
plans to withdraw around 4,000
troops from Afghanistan, US me-
dia reported.

Talks between the US and the
Taliban resumed a week ago as
the parties sought a path toreduce
violence orevenreachaceasefire.

They were paused by
Washington on Thursday, how-
ever, after an attack by the mili-
tant group near a key US air base
north of Kabul that left two civil-
ians dead and dozens injured.

There are 13,000 US troops
currently in Afghanistan. NBCon
Saturday cited three current and
former US officials as saying the
Trump administration intends to
announce the drawdown 0f4,000
troops from Afghanistan.

Two of those said some of the
troops would be redeploying early,
while others would not be re-
placed when they end their term.

CNN cited one official in the

Talks between the US
and the Taliban
resumed aweek ago as
the parties soughta
path to reduce violence
or evenreach a ceasefire

Trump administration as saying
the announcement on a draw-
down could happen this week,
but that the “timing remains in
flux.” According to a draft agree-
ment from September —reached
after years of negotiations — the
Taliban would be required to
commit to certain security meas-
ures, agree to talks with the
Afghan government and promise
a reduction of violence in ex-
change for US troop withdrawal.
US President Donald Trump
insisted last month on the need
for a ceasefire and made a sur-
prise visit to Bagram on Nov 28
to celebrate Thanksgiving with
troops and meet Afghan
President Ashraf Ghani.

come of whatwas thelongest ever
climate talks. The two-week year-
end conference was supposed to
end by Friday evening, but contin-
ued till Sunday afternoon.

“I' have been attending these
climate negotiations since they
first started in 1991. But never have
[ seen the almost total disconnect
we’ve seen here at COP25 in
Madrid between what the science
requires and what the climate ne-
gotiations are delivering in terms
of meaningful action,” said Alden
Mevyer, director of policy and strat-
egy at the Union of Concerned
Scientists, an independent scien-
tificgroup. “Governments need to
completely rethink how they do
this, because the outcome of

EXPLAINED

Uphill task for next
year after little
achieved in Madrid

THE RESULT from Madrid means negotiators face an uphill task
next year to complete all the unfinished tasks ahead of the transi-
tion of the global climate regime from the 1997 Kyoto Protocol to
the 2015 Paris Agreement. With the Paris Agreement set to come
into effect next year, the rules of the new carbon market will have
to be finalised soon. Moreover, with latest studies showing the
world needs to do even more than what the Paris pact mandates,
countries will be under pressure to increase their commitments.

COP25 is totally unacceptable,”
said Jennifer Morgan of
Greenpeace International.

Apart from framing the rules
for a new carbon market, the
Madrid talks was expected to di-
rect all countries to increase their
climate actions in view of recent
scientific assessments that show
the world was not doing enough
to prevent the extreme impacts of
climate change. Some countries,
especially the most vulnerable
ones like small island states, were
pushing for language directing all
countries to update their climate
action plans by nextyear toreflect
the new realities. Such demands
were resisted mainly be big devel-
oping countries like China, India

and Brazil, which had been argu-
ing that countries be asked to de-
liver on their past and current
promises before being asked to
make any new commitments.
These developing countries re-
peatedly pointed out that the cur-
rentsituation wasadirectresult of
developed countries not meeting
their targets in the pre-2020 pe-
riod,and hasdemanded anassess-
ment of the performance of devel-
oped countries on climate action,
including their obligation to pro-
vide finance and technology tothe
developing world.

The final agreement included
a general call stressing “the ur-
gency of enhanced ambition” by
all countries. There was no direc-

Calm broken in Hong Kong as
police, protesters clash in malls

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
HONG KONG, DECEMBER 15

HONG KONG police used pepper
spray and made multiple arrests
on Sunday as small groups of
black-clad pro-democracy protest-
ers targeted some of the city’s
malls,endingarare lull in violence.

Flashmob protests and van-
dalism broke out in multiple lo-
cations, prompting riot police to
use pepper spray and make ar-
rests in at least two shopping
centres as members of the pub-
lic heckled the officers.

AFP reporters in a Sha Tin
mall saw a secondary school girl
and a 16-year-old boy arrested,
the pair shouting out their de-
tails as officers led them away.

Earlier in the afternoon an eld-
erly woman was knocked overin
the same mall after a fight broke
out when a shopper tried to stop
protesters from spraying graffiti.

Masked activists had also
trashed restaurants run by
Maxim’s, a catering giant owned
by a tycoon that has become a
frequent target because his
daughter has criticised the pro-
democracy movement.

The skirmishes are the first to
break out in three weeks.

Hong Kong has been up-

Police officers detain an anti-government protester during a
demonstration inside a mall in Hong Kong on Sunday. Reuters

ended by six months of massive
pro-democracy protests that
have seen violent battles be-
tween police and hardcore
demonstrators, as well as regu-
lar transport disruption.

The pastmonth had seenalull
in the violence and vandalism af-
ter pro-democracy parties wona
landslide inlocal council elections.

Last Sunday an estimated
800,000 marched peacefully
through the streets.

But public anger remains as
Beijing and city leader Carrie

Lam show no sign of giving fur-
ther concessions despite the
election success.

Lam is currently in Beijing for
anannual visitand is set to meet
President Xi Jinping on Monday.

The protests were ignited by a
now scrapped plan to allow extra-
ditions to the authoritarian main-
land but have since morphed into
arevolt against Chinese rule.

Among the movement’s de-
mands is an independent in-
quiry into the police and fully
free elections.

tion to update climate action
plans by next year. Similarly, the
demand of developing countries,
reflected in the earlier drafts in
the form of a provision setting up
a two-year work programme to
assess the performance of devel-
oped countries, was also not in-
cluded in the final agreement.

Even something as innocuous
as acknowledging the special re-
ports of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
had run into trouble. Some coun-
tries had objected to the fact that
an earlier draft mentioned IPCC’s
report on oceans but ignored the
report on land, both having come
out this year. The final agreement
thus dropped the names of both
the reports and only expressed its
“appreciation and gratitude” to
the IPCC for coming out with the
two special reports.

Harjeet Singh, ActionAid’s
global lead on climate change,
blamed the US for the weak out-
come from Madrid. The US had
decided to pull out of the Paris
Agreement and will cease to be a
member from next November.

“The United States has once
again gotten its way through bul-
lying and tricks. They came here
inbad faith, acting only to protect
their interests and those of the
polluting industries that caused
climate emergency,” Singh said.

US secretly
expels 2 Chinese
embassy officials

EDWARD WONG &
JULIAN EBARNES
WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 15

THE AMERICAN government se-
cretly expelled two Chinese em-
bassy officials in September af-
ter they drove on to a sensitive
military base in Virginia, accord-
ing to people with knowledge of
the episode. The expulsions ap-
pear to be the first of Chinese
diplomats suspected of espi-
onage in more than 30 years.

American officials believe at
least one of the Chinese officials
was an intelligence officer oper-
ating under diplomatic cover, said
six people with knowledge of the
expulsions. The group, which in-
cluded the officials’ wives, evaded
military personnel pursuing them
and stopped only after fire trucks
blocked their path.

The base intrusion took place
in late September on a sensitive
installation near Norfolk, Virginia.

The Chinese officials and their
wives drove up to a checkpoint for
entry to the base, said people
briefed on the episode. Aguard, re-
alising they did not have permis-
sion to enter, told them to go
through the gate, turnaround and
exit the base. But the Chinese offi-
cials instead continued on to the
base, according to those familiar
with the incident. After their way
was blocked, the Chinese officials
indicated that they had not under-
stood the guard’s English instruc-
tions, and had simply gotten lost,
according to people briefed on the
matter. It was not clear what they
were doing on the base.NYT

UK’s Labour leader
Corbyn apologises
for election debacle

MIKE CORDER
LONDON, DECEMBER 15

LABOUR PARTY leader Jeremy
Corbyn apologised Sunday for
this party’s crushing defeat in the
British general election but de-
fended his campaign, which
failed to resonate with the
party’s working-class base, as
“one of hope rather than fear.”
British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson’s Conservative Party won
365 of the 650 seats in the House
of Commons in Thursday’s land-
slide election. Labour took 203
seats, its worst total since 1935.
Corbyn, 70, has pledged to
stand down as the decimated
party’s leader and the maneu-
vering to replace him has begun.
“I'm sorry that we came up
short and I take my responsibil-
ity for it,” Corbyn wrote in a let-
ter published in the left-leaning
Sunday Mirror newspaper.
Buthealsosaid his party’sam-
bitious, big-spending policy plat-
formwas popularand blamed the
British media for its portrayal of
Labour. Corbyn was widely criti-
cised for his perceived tolerance of
anti-Semitism in his inner circle.

| remain proud of the

campaignwe
fought. I’'m proud thatno
matter how low our oppo-
nents went, we refused to
jointhemin the gutter.”

—JEREMY CORBYN
UK OPPOSITION LEADER

After coming under fire in the
aftermath of the electoral carnage,
Corbyn said he will step down af-
ter a “period of reflection.” The
process of choosing areplacement
will begin early next year, but
some have called for Corbyn’sim-
mediate resignation.

“I remain proud of the cam-
paign we fought. I'm proud that
no matter how low our oppo-
nents went, we refused to join
them in the gutter,” he said. AP

Probe into possible ‘white power’ gestures at US military event

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PHILADELPHIA, DECEMBER 15

THE US Army and Navy acade-
mies are looking into hand signs
flashed by students that can be
associated with “white power”
and were televised during the

Army-Navy football game on
Saturday, school officials said.

Cadets at West Point and
midshipmen at the Naval
Academy in the stands both ap-
peared to display the sign during
the broadcast, officials with the
two military academies told The
Wall Street Journal.

The gesture was seen during
an ESPN broadcast segment.

School officials are trying to
determine what the hand signals
were meant to convey, they said.

“We'relooking intoit,” Lt. Col.
Chris Ophardt, a spokesperson
for the US Military Academy at
West Point in New York, told the

Journal. “Idon’t know what their
intention is”.

“We are aware and will be
looking intoit,” said Cmdr. Alana
Garas, a spokesperson for the US
Naval Academy, in Annapolis,
Maryland. The Pentagon didn’t
immediately respond to the
Journal’s request for comment.

The hand sign s similar to the
one often used to indicate “OK”,
but the Anti-Defamation League
says it has lately been used as an
extremist meme, in part because
of its ambiguity. US Coast Guard
leaders last year reprimanded an
officer who used a similar hand
signduring a television broadcast.

Anna Karina, who became a symbol of French New Wave cinema, dead at 79

ANITAGATES
DECEMBER 15

ANNA KARINA, the Danish-born
actress who became a symbol of
the French New Wave — or
Nouvelle Vague — in Jean Luc
Godard’s 1960s films, died on
Saturday in Paris. She was 79.
The death was confirmed by
France’s culture minister,
Franck Riester, in a post n
Twitter and by her agent,
Laurent Balandras, who wrote
that the cause was cancer.
Making her first film in her
teens, Karina started at the top:
Godard’s Le Petit Soldat (The Little

Soldier), about terrorism during
the French-Algerian War. The film,
shotin 1960, was not released un-
til 1963 because of censorship.
Between those two events, Karina
won the 1961 best actress award
at the Berlin International Film
Festival for Godard’s Une Femme
Est Une Femme (A Woman Is a
Woman), in which she played an
unmarried stripper who wants to
have ababy.

“Whatever Godard required,
Karina provided,” The Guardian
newspaper wrote in 2016. “She
could be headstrong and way-
ward, gorgeous and broken. She
was the effervescent free spirit of
the French New Wave, with all of

the scars that the position entails.”

Her other full-length Godard
films, released between 1961 and
1966, were Vivre Sa Vie(My Life to
Live),about ayoung woman who
drifts into prostitution; Bande a
Part (Band of Outsiders), a crime
comedy about a romantic trian-
gle and aburglary; Pierrotle Fou,a
crime drama about a bored hus-
band on the run with his former
mistress, an arms smuggler;
Alphaville, a science-fiction tale
setinaloveless dystopian future;
and Madein USA, a crime comedy
set in Atlantic-Cité, a fictional
French town.

In later years, Karina played
down the notion that she and

Anna Karina at the Cannes
Film Festival in May 2018

Godard — whom she married in
1961 — were reinventing cinema,
as some film historians liked to
say, but she did acknowledge his

unusual directorial style.

“In older Hollywood movies,
a character will make an en-
trance, close a door, light a ciga-
rette, sitdown, have adrink,” she
told The New York Times in 2016.
“In Jean Luc’s movies, you were
doing everything at once. And
sometimes you wouldn’t shut
the door all the way. Sometimes
your cigarette wouldn't light on
the first try.” It was, she recalled,
“more like being than acting.”

Whether playing a street-
walker or a terrorist, Karinaman-
aged to look flirtatious, with her
dark hair, wispy bangs, heavy eye-
liner and lycée-chic wardrobe of
sailor-uniform tops, knee socks,

lots of plaid and perky headwear,
from berets to boaters.

She went on to make about
three dozen other films, and took
up directing with the 1973 film
Vivre Ensemble. “I wanted to see
iflcould doit. That’s all,” she told
The Guardian decades later. She
also directed, wrote and starred
in her last film, Victoria (2008),
about a woman with amnesia
travelling in Canada.

Karina also pursued a singing
career, with late-1960s hits like
Sous le Soleil Exactement and Roller
Girl, written by Serge Gainsbourg.
And she wrote four novels, in-
cluding Golden City (1983), which
she described to the quarterly

Film Comment as “a kind of
thriller, with gangsters.”

But she was still best known
for her earliest film roles.

Hanne Karin Bayer was born
on Sept 22, 1940, in Solbjerg,
Denmark,a suburban townonthe
country’s east coast. Her father left
the family a year after her birth.
Her mother ran a dress shop.

At 14, she dropped out of
school, sang in cabarets and
worked as a television model. At
17, she ran away from home —
hitchhiking to Paris —and was dis-
covered by the casting director of
an advertising agency while sit-
ting at Les Deux Magots, the fash-
ionable Left Bank cafe. During a

photo shoot for Elle magazine, she
met the fashion designer Coco
Chanel, who advised her to
change her name.

Godard, a film critic at the
time, saw her in a movie the-
ater ad for a Palmolive bath
product. When he subse-
quently offered her a small part
in his first full-length film,
“Breathless” (1960), she ob-
jected to doing a nude scene.

Godard called again and cast
her in his next film, “Le Petit
Soldat.” Because she was a minor
atthe time, under French law she
had to seek permission from her
estranged mother, who flew to
Paris to sign the contract. NYT



