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Vik: akshinayana

Tithi: Margasira Shuddha
Panchami till 3.38 am (Tuesday)
Star: Aslesha till 2.45 am
(Tuesday)

Varjyam: 4.08 pm to 5.39 pm
Durmuhurtam: 12.33 pm to 1.17
pm and 2.45 pm to 3.28 pm
Rahukalam: 7.30 am to 9 am
HIJRI CALENDAR

Rabi-ul-Aker 18,1441 AH
PRAYERS

Fajar: 5.34 am

Zohar: 12.22 pm

b:
Isha: 7 05 pm
SUNSET TODAY 5.44 PM
SUNRISE TOMORROW 6.39 AM
MOONRISE TOMORROW 9.53 P\
MOONSET TODAY 10.14 AM

Don’t depend on
govt: Dattatreya

Mandl: Himachal Pradesh
Governor Bandaru Datta-
treya on Sunday asked the
students of Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT), Mandi,
here to not depend on gov-
ernment jobs and instead
start their own businesses
after graduating. The
Governor appealed to them
to serve the people by pro-
viding them employment.
“Do not depend on govern-
ment jobs but set up your
own businesses.” — PT/

PAN, Aadhaar
must be linked

New Delhi: It is mandatory
to link your PAN with Aadh-
aar by the end of this year,
the income-tax department
said in a public message on
Sunday. “Building a better
tomorrow! To reap seam-
less benefits of income tax
services, complete the vital
link before 31st December,
2019,” the department said.
It is mandatory to link your
PAN with Aadhaar, accord-
ing to the public message
issued by CBDT. — PT/

Two held for
posts on Jagan

VlJayawada: Two Telugu
Desam supporters were
arrested for posting
allegedly objectionable
posts on AP Chief Minister
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy
and YSRC C

(Above) Assamese
actress Barsa Rani
Baishya addresses
people as she takes
part in a musical
concert along with
others to protest
against the Central
government’s
Citizenship
Amendment Act in
Guhawati on Sunday.

(Below) A bus set
ablaze by protesters
against the
Citizenship
Amendment Act at
Mathura Road, in
New Delhi on
Sunday. Protesters
torched four public
buses and two police
vehicles as they
clashed with police
near Jamia universi-
ty against the
amended Citizenship

— AFP/PTI

BJP ally to
fight CAA,

<4 2 more die

Dissidence against AGP
chief grows over CAA

DC CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs
GUWAHATI, DEC. 15

The Asom Gana Parishad
(AGP), which is a BJP ally
and a part of the Assam
government, plans to file a
petition in the Supreme
Court, challenging the
amended Citizenship Act.

“We will take the legal
route to seek revocation of
the amended Act as the
indigenous people of
Assam are apprehensive
that their identity, lan-
guage might come under
threat,” said party leader
Kumar Deepak Das, a for-
mer Rajya Sabha MP,
said.

Sources said a delega-
tion of the AGP, led by Mr
Das, would leave for Delhi
in the evening to file the
plea in the apex court as
PILs seeking revocation of
the Act were scheduled to
be taken up for hearing on
December 18.

The AGP president, Atul
Bora, who is facing dissi-
dence in the party for sup-
porting the CAB, said the
party was yet to decide on
the matter. “We have not
vet decided. We are dis-
cussing the issue. Some of
our friends will go to
Delhi,” he told reporters.

The situation in Assam,
however, was relatively
normal on Sunday as no
untoward incident was
reported from anywhere.
However, the curfew, that
was relaxed in the morn-
ing, was reimposed at 6
pm in Guwahati and parts
of Upper Assam.

Two more persons suc-
cumbed to gunshot wou-
nds suffered in the police
firing on Thursday, tak-
ing the toll to five.
Officials, however, put the
toll at four.

The Assam Sahitya

WB SUSPENDS
INTERNET IN
FOUR DISTRICTS

RAJIB CHOWDHURI and
oY

PRANM
BRAHMACHARI
KOLKATA/BEHRAMPORE,
DEC. 15

Failing to control the
large-scale violent prote-
sts against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act (CAA)
and the National Register
of Citizens (NRC) across
West Bengal, the Mamata
Banerjee government has
suspended Internet ser-
vices in four districts and
two subdivisions each in
two more districts for 48
hours, as fierce protests
entered their third day,
which saw an attack on
BJP MP Arjun Singh by
an angry mob in the early
hours. The Trinamul
Congress government has
also kept the option of call-
ing in the Army for
deployment in violence-
affected districts only if
the trouble escalates fur-
ther, sources said.

M Page T: Protesters torch
railway properties

Sabha, the state’s premier
literary organisation, is
also planning to move the
Supreme Court against
the CAA. The All Assam
Students’ Union, which
has  been  protesting
against the CAA, on
Sunday hinted at Jaunch-
ing a political party along
with the “Shilpi Samaj” as
an alternative to the exist-
ing parties.

M More reports on Page 7

legislator Vidadala Rajani.
The activists, Satyavolu
Hariprasad Reddy alias
Satyam Reddy and
Pantagani Pravin, were
arrested based on a com-
plaint by YSRC leader
Maruboina Nagaraju.
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all travel expenses!

AP DISCOMS TOP
POWER DUES
LIST, TS SEVENTH

New Delhi, Dec. 15:
Power distribution com-
panies in Andhra Prad-
esh top the list of those
who defaulted on paying
power dues. The discoms
in Telangana stand at
seventh position.
Outstanding dues owed
by discoms rose around
48 per cent to 81,010
crore in October 2019.
Discoms in AP top the
list with 913 days to make
payments, followed by
Rajasthan (912 days),
Bihar (912 days),
Haryana (910 days), TN
(908 days), MP (897 days)

and Telangana (890
days). — PTI
M Report on Page 13

KCR to hand crown to KTR in 2020

After making KTR the chief minister, KCR would remain party president

S.N.C.N. ACHARYULU | DC

HYDERABAD, DEC. 15

“CM-in-waiting” and TRS
working president K.T.
Rama Rao (KTR) may not
have to wait long to suc-
Chief
Minister K. Chandras-
ekhar Rao (KCR). Circles
close to the CM strongly
speculate that the father
may pass the crown to his
son in the New Year. They
say there is pressure on
Rao senior to do so. Once
Rao Junior becomes CM,
KCR will stay on as TRS
president, party sources

ceed his father,

said.

The original plan had
been made during the 2019

parliamentary

to form the government.
In that case, KCR cal-
culated that the
Federal Front
that he had float-
ed with other
regional parties
could somehow
slip through
and grab power
and form a

government

at the Centre. W
In this he had

hoped that his
party  would
win 16 of

election.
KCR expected that neither
the Modi-led NDA nor the
Congress-led UPA would
garner a majority of seats

Telengana’s 17 Lok Sabha
seats, enabling him to play
a key role in national poli-

tics. But it was not

- Seebliaaini

to be.
Both father and
o n

dropped sufficient hints.
During his first press con-
ference after returning as
the Chief Minister on
December 13, 2018, the TRS
supremo was asked about
KTR becoming CM. “T will
take a call,” the CM said,
not explicitly denymg
the premise of
the question.
When the son

became the
party’s working
president, TR

was asked the same
thing at a media
conference.

“My being KCR’s
son helped my
entry into politics
and the party, but

ultimately it was my per-
formance that helped,” Mr
KTR said.

“I have proved myself
time and again. Challenges
were thrown at me, and I
delivered. Yes, there are
more senior and capable
people in the party. But if
seniority is to be consid-
ered, then Rahul Gandhi
should not be president of
the Congress party.”

Several party MLAs have
openly said that KTR
should be Chief Minister.
Nama Nageswara Rao, the
party leader in the Lok
Sabha, has in the past said
that KCR should shift to
national politics and KTR
should be Chief Minister.

u Sewage overflowed on to the road for two days; officials say tahle clothes choked manhole

At Charminar, tourists get a whiff of civic apathy

RAJESWARI PARASA | DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 15

Visiting the historic her-
itage Charminar this week-
end was a stinky experi-
ence. The pathway to the
monument was inundated
with sewage that spilled out
of a choked manhole, about
300 metres away towards
Mecca Masjid.

The leakage began on
Saturday morning and per-
sisted till Sunday evening at
.around 6 pm, only after the

sewage board came on the
scene and fixed the prob-
lem. So for two days, touri-
sts and visitors got a whiff
of “Incredible India” and
had to navigate the large pu-
ddles in order to reach their
destination. Ladies lifted
their children so that they
would not dirty their feet.
“Such incidents show how
caring we are towards our
heritage,” Anuradha Reddy
of the Indian National Trust
for Art and Cultural
Heritage (INTACH) said.

“Stagnation of the drain
leak might affect the struc-
ture. The problem should
have been rectified immedi-
ately. We don’t understand
why they took so long to
respond even at the her-
itage structure.”

She said a proper consul-
tation was mneeded with
experts and the Archeologi-
cal Survey of India (AST)
before even a minor dig in
the area. “However, that is
not being done and the
Greater Hyderabad

Municipal Corp (GHMC)
and Hyderabad Metropoli-
tan Water Supply and
Sewerage Board (HMWSSB)
are doing it on their own,”
she said. “When I saw last,
there was a JCB doing the
digging work for some
pipeline in that sensitive
area, which is not allowed.”
Sources confirmed that in
a recent meeting, higher
ASI officials expres-sed dis-
satisfaction over the lack of
coordination between the
GHMC and the HMWSSB.

They also complained
about not being consulted
for works that are taken up.
When contacted, HMWSSB
officials said that the man-
hole had been buried by
repeated laying of BT roads.

“BT roads are laid during
the night without consult-
ing us. Also the drain was
choked due to tablecloth
covers from vendors. We
reached the spot as soon as
we came to know, and the
issue is now rectified,” the
source said.

People navigate through sewage overflowing from a man-

hole at Charminar on Sunday.

SURENDRA

Modi sees
dissent in
clothing

Dumka (Jharkhand),
Dec. 15: Accusing the
Congress and its allies of
fuelling violence over the
amended Citizenship Act,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said the
opposition’s actions prove
that the decision to pass
the bill was “1,000 per cent
correct”, and those indulg-
ing in arson “can be iden-
tified by their clothes”.
“The Congress and its
allies are stoking fire over
the Citizenship Act, but
people of northeast ‘have
rejected violence,” he said
during an election rally.
“The country is watch-
ing; people’s faith has
been cemented in Modi
after the Bill was cleared
by Parliament. Their (Op-
position) actions reflect
that the decision to pass
Citizenship (Amendment)
Bill in Parliament is 1,000
per cent correct,” the
prime minister said.
Protests have been rag-
ing against the law in
northeast and West Ben-
gal, where several railway
stations, trains and buses
were set afire by mobs
over the last two days.
“People who are setting
fire (to property) can be
seen on TV... They can be
identified by the clothes
they are wearing,” he said
He also condemned the
overseas protests organ-
ised by the Congress
activists. TI



Action needed

Stray dogs near the Ranga Reddy Zilla Parishad office

in Khairatabad are creating many a problem to the

residents of the area.

— P. Abhishek, Anand Nagar
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ONUS SHOULD BE ON ROAD MAINTENANCE

No public transport
from Meerpet

e the residents of R.N. Reddy
Nagar have no access to public
transport facilities. Employees, stu-
dents and businessmen have no option
but to take autorickshaws due to this
problem. Also, private players are
charging huge money from the public.
Therefore, we request to introduce a
bus route from R.N. Reddy Nagar to
Secunderabad covering LB Nagar,
Nagole, Uppal, Habsiguda and
Tarnaka. The route, if run two trips in
mornings and evenings, will be highly
useful for the locals. Hope RTC author-

ities look into the matter.
Konduri Kasiveswara Rao

eerpet
(Through a handuwritten letter)

Beggars are back
at traffic signals

fter a year of relief from nuisance
with beggars at traffic junctions,
the issue seems to be back to square
one as groups of beggars began caus-
ing inconvenience to the commuters
across the city. The problem now exists
in all the busy traffic junctions like
Tank Bund and Sangeet. Even two-
wheelers and three-wheelers are not
spared by the beggars. Authorities
should focus on the issue and make it a
point that no beggar or street vendor is
allowed at traffic signals.
. Suresh Kumar
Hyderabad

Metro parking
service haphazard

hrough Deccan Chronicle, 1 would

like to highlight an issue related to
the Hyderabad Metro Rail (HMR) and
bring to the notice of authorities so
that necessary action is taken on imme-
diate basis.

I commute daily in the Metro from
Secunderabad East after parking my
two-wheeler at the parking lot next to
Blue Sea hotel in Secunderabad. This
parking area is authorised by the HMR.

Ever since it was opened for parking,
the space has been in a bad shape with
uneven granite rubble making it tough
to drive into the area. Needless to say it
becomes even more difficult for
women. No arrangements have been
made to protect vehicles from rain and
sun. The ride into the parking area and
to align vehicles in an order is a tough
task to achieve every morning, espe-
cially when one has to rush to work.
Employees at the parking lot are really
helpful in helping commuters ride
through the area.

ParkHyderabad, a paid parking facili-
ty for 2 and 4-wheelers by the HMR
launched the service at the
Secunderabad East in August this year.
1t is ParkHyderabad's responsibility to
provide proper parking facilities.
Authorities should ensure that renova-
tion work is taken up.

T. Suzan Spurthi
Secunderabad

New speed breaker?
Put up a sign-board

‘would like to share a recent incident

that I have encountered last week. I
am familiar with the road route from
‘my home in Anandbagh) to my office in
Madhapur. Recently, a massive speed
breaker was laid on the stretch. Since I
was not aware of the speed breaker on
the road, I had a fall while driving at a
speed of 40 kmph. There was no inti-
mation about it and there was not even
a sign board to alert the commuters. 1
wish that commuters are informed of
such developments to avoid road acci-
dents.

Anusha
Hyderabad

Ban cellphone

driving in city
there is an urgent need to place a
complete ban on cellphone driving
in the city. Cellphone driving involves
drivers speaking over phone while
driving. It can lead to unnecessary acci-
dents, injuries and casualties, suffering

for self and the near and dear:
Similarly, usage of cellphones by pro-
fessionals should be prohibited while
conducting business. For instance, lec-
turers and professors taking phone
calls while taking classes, doctors
speaking over phone while attending to
a patient etc., are highly unprofession-
al acts. As Hyderabadis, we should try
and build a global reputation for the

professional ethics we follow.

V. Shishir Siddu
Jamai Osmania

DC IMPACT:

Bank resolves
address issue

lhank you very much Deccan

Chronicle for publishing my
issue. The issue of 'Misuse of
Virtual Account Facility' has
been resolved. I was earlier get-
ting credit card bills of some
other person to my address. On
this not, I would like to make a
request to bank employees. It is
always a good idea to maintain
customer's privacy but if an out-
sider arrives at the bank, please
try and resolve the issue.

Mohammed Sharif
Hyderabad

Bad toilets in
petrol stations

ecently, when I was travelling

from Kakinada
Hyderabad, 1 stopped by at the
Giri Nagar Indian 0il
Corporation (I0OC) petrol station
near Suryapet for a refill. It was
anightmare to reach the toilet in
the station as I had to pass
through several hurdles like
trucks and huge aluminium
frames. There was no water sup-
ply in the urinals and the flush-
ing sensors were dysfunctional.
Clearly, there seems to be no
inspection by the IOC authori-
ties. Despite all the promotion to
the Swachh Bharat campaign,
toilets in petrol stations are not
maintained for public use.

V.S. Sarma
Hyderabad

Appoint regular
V-C at BRAOU

r. B.R. Ambedkar Open
University, Hyderabad
(BRAOU) is supplying study
material for certain PG courses
like History, Sociology, Political
Science, Public Administration
in Telugu and allowing the inter-
ested students to write exams in
English. It becomes tough to
translate the books to English.
Also, non-Telugu students can
not avail admission. We request
that the university provides
English books at least from next
academic year. A regular vice-
chancellor is required to be
appointed to replace the
incharge V-C as various admin-
istrative works are getting
abnormally delayed.
N.S.R. Murthy
Bolarum, Secunderabad

GHMC workers demand money

live in an apartment in Begumpet and on the morning of December 9, the

GHMC worker demanded that we pay %150 in return for collection of
garbage. As a courtesy, I have agreed to pay him %50 but then he has threat-
ened me saying he will not collect the garbage. I wanted to lodge a complaint
with the local supervisor, Mr Narendra (9618292573), who said the workers
will not collect garbage if the demanded amount is not paid. He also dared me
to lodge a complaint with higher authorities. I request the authorities to

resolve this issue.

Amresh Mathur, Hyderabad

+

No street lights, illegal
parking in Masab Tank

‘would like to bring to GHMC's notice the dysfunc-
tional street lights in the lane opposite Garden
Towers, First Lancer Road, Masab Tank. Since many
days, this issue has been prevallmg Besides, there is
issue of illegal parking in the street. I request authori-
ties to take immediate action and put up the street

lights to avoid accidents.
Khalid Hashmi Masab Tank

Tow unused vehicles

f late, several unused vehicles are being parked
illegally on the road side, causing traffic snarls.
Also, vehicles are being parked on either side of the
road as house owners lack space for parking inside
their premises. The police should tow the illegally

parked vehicles
Mubashir Syed Chanchalguda

No street
lights in
Madhapur

\here is an urgent

need to install
street lights in the
stretch  from NCC
Limited to the Pulla
Reddy Sweets shop in
Madhapur.

We are finding it
inconvenient to drive
in the route at nights.
We request the gov-
ernment authorities
concerned for a solu-
tion to the problem as

No collection
of garbage

‘e the residents of Bhagat

Singh lane, opposite
Ganesh temple in RamKkoti
have been complaining about
the garbage clearance issue
since six months. There was no
response from them.

Collection of garbage from
our residences has been com-
pletely stopped and when asked
about it, the GHMC personnel
ask us to dump it on the road.

Therefore, we kindly request
the concerned authorities to
take necessary action at the
earliest.

This way, spreading of viral

infections can be averted. soon as possible.
— Shiv Kumar Baldawa — Philip Joshua,
‘Bhagat Singh lane Madhapur
Ramkoti

Breakage on
Paradise flyover

am a civil engineer and I had

noticed this breakage on the struc-
ture of P&T flyover near the
Paradise Crossroads on November
18. Since then, I was trying to reach
the GHMC authorities but in vain.

I felt that Deccan Chronicle’s Speak
Out is the right way to bring this to
the notice of the authorities who are
incharge of the maintenance of fly-

overs.

I request the authorities to take up

the matter to avert the potential dan-
gers.

$.Q. Nasreen Quadri

Bowenpally, Secunderabad

Stray dog menace
in Hydershakote

hrough Deccan Chronicle, 1 want

to bring to the notice of officials
the stray dog menace in Sai Harsha
Nagar, Hydershakote, in Bandlaguda
Jagir Municipal Corporation.

Even after the municipality has
been recently turned into a corpora-
tion, we are facing the issue of stray
dogs ‘We are having sleepless nights
due to this issue. I request the com-
missioner of the newly constituted
Municipal Corporation to focus on
this issue.

Narender Singh
Bandlaguda Jagir

Pathetic roads in
Triveni Colony

he road leading to Triveni Colony,

Bolaram is in a very bad state,
especially the stretch near Bethesda

urch. This area comes under the
jurisdiction of Cantonment Board.
The road has been in this shape for
few years now. The situation is so
worse that it is not even conducive
for walking in the evening. I there-
fore request authorities to look into
the matter.

Sadhana Pachela
Bolarum

Nala overflow in
Hitec city

lhe drainage near the Hitec City
MMTS station has been overflow-
ing for a long time now. It is causing
traffic issues and inconvenience to
the commuters.
No action has been taken by the
authorities to resolve the issue.

Sonali Domadia
Hyderabad

Manhole damaged in
Chandanagar

this is to bring to the notice of the authorities the condi-

tion of a manhole opposite the Apollo Pharmacy behind
Gandhi statue in Chandanagar. I request for action at the
earliest.

S. Murali Sudhakar
Chandanagar

RTC bus nearly kills family
of four in Trimulgherry

‘would like to bring to notice of the officials a shocking

incident my family encountered when they were travel-
ling to a church from Lothkunta to Secunderabad. At about
8.20 am on December 8, as they crossed the Trimulgherry
traffic signal, an RTC bus heading towards Secunderabad
attempted to overtake our car from the left and while doing
so, the bus hit the car at high speed. The impact was so
massive that the car nearly overturned. The car was total-
ly damaged but by God's grace, all my family members sur-
vived. After the hit, the RTC bus sped away and my panic-
stricken family members could not take a note of the bus's
details. My family is still in a state of shock and fear. It has
even affected my 3-year old daughter. I am sure the bus can
easily be traced in the CCTV footage from shops in the
area. I request Deccan Chronicle and the authorities con-
cerned to identify the driver and council him so that
another accident can be averted.

Shiju Abraham Secunderabad

Bus stop
needs
shelter

lhe bus stop

near Head
Post  Office in
Khairatabad lacks
a shelter for the
passengers.
Besides, there is
no information on
bus routes as
there are no sign-
boards. There is
dire need to build
a bus stop shelter
immediately as
passengers are
forced to wait for
buses in rain or
shine.

I request the
authorities to look
into the matter
and construct a
shelter and install
sign boards at the
bus stop as soon
as possible.

Syed Nisar
Mehdi
Hyderabad




New sign mas ankar

A traffic signal needs to be installed near Ghousiya Masjid,
Khanamet as the traffic in the area increased manifold in

the recent times

— Nagarajamani M.V., Madhapur

DC IMPACT:

Duplicate challan
cancelled within
hours by police

lhank you Deccan Chronicle for car-
rying my letter on December 9 on
the issue: Two Traffic Challans For
Same Violation. It is to inform you that
within few hours of publishing my let-
ter, the Hyderabad traffic police have
deleted one of the challans from their
records. I thank DC for helping me out
and forcing the police to remove the
duplicate challan. It would not have
been possible without my letter in
Speak Out. Deccan Chronicle is doing
great service to the citizens free of cost.
Stay blessed.
Syed Salahuddin
Malakpet

Grievance closed
sans resolution
on GHMC App

n the last six months, I have been
making repeated complaints on the
GHMC App about the dysfunctional
street lights in Street No. 3,
Bhavaninagar, Nacharam. However,
without even addressing the issue, my
grievance was closed with the com-
ment: 'Issue has been resolved.’ This is
just unfair. Authorities should know
that issues like street lighting is one of
the key infrastructural elements for
road safety. In urban areas like
Hyderabad, statistics indicates that
lack of street lighting resulted in
increase of crime rate. Consumption of
alcohol in the dark makes citizens feel
unsafe. I request authorities to see to it
that the issue is resolved.
J.8. Acharya
Nacharam

Fed up with BSNL,
switched to private
internet connection

espite many complaints and Deccan
Chronicle publishing my letter on
the ssie, BSNL continues to be disinter-
ested in improving the responsiveness
of its customer care service. I had
lodged a complaint about my landline
and_broadband connection (27113326)
on December 4 but it was deemed
‘resolved’ unilaterally without any
action whatsoever. I had no other
option but to approach another telecom
operator, who has successfully
installed the connection within about
5-6 hours from request. I would like to
terminate my BSNL account but there
seems to be no way. To make matters
worst, BSNL has promptly sent me a
bill on Dec. 13. Yet, on humanitarian
grounds, I made the payment. At least
now, I expect BSNL to see to it that the
account is cancelled. I am a senior citi-

zen unable to make trips to the office.
‘Wg. Cdr. V. Sundaresan (Retd)
Sainikpuri

People losing
sleep due to stray
dogs in Nacharam

n the last six months, the number of
stray dogs in the lane opposite
Vyjayanthi theatre increased manifold
and the people living in the area have
been terror-striken by them. People are
losing sleep as the dogs keep on bark-
ing all night. Stray animals are a great
threat to pedestrians as well as drivers.
Groups of dogs pose grave dangers to
the public as they tend to cahse and
attack the passersby. They run towards
motorcycles, leading to accidents. The
municipal authorities should look into
the matter and ensure a proper solu-
tion for the issue. Also, public should
also cooperate with the authorities in

trying to solve the issue.
Mohammed Altaf Hussain
Nacharam

AO Smith not
responding to
complaints

his is about my complaint dated

November 29 (ref. no 12222685) with
AO Smith. My new water heater,
installed in September this year had
heating issues. Earlier, a defective new
geyser was replaced by AO Smith.

I had raised this concern with the
support team of AO Smith and made a
request for a total replacement of the
product but till date, neither a techni-
cian visited my place nor there has
been any response from the company. I
am receiving only the auto-generated
replies to my emails. No proper issue
escalation mechanism is in place.

The local team has also stopped tak-
ing any calls. Looks like they have
cheated me after collecting 39763. I
think this is highly unpr

Debris issue in South Lalaguda
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rba dumping in
Srinagar colony park

ons of garbage is being dumped in the D Park in
Srinagar colony, making the surroundings look
very dirty. Authorities must ensure that cleaning of
parks is done at least once every week. Does it really
mean anything when we say Swachh Bharat when

parks are not conducive to use for the people for a
morning walk or a jog. After all, shouldn’t the GHMC
instruct the personnel who run the waste collecting
vans to collect debris from the parks regularly?

ebris accumulation in
South Lalaguda is
turning out to be a major
issue for locals. The foul
smell emanating from the

debris is adding to air
pollution while we are
already facing inconven-
ience. Mosquito breeding,
spreading of viral infec-

tions are some of the dan-
gers of uncleanliness.
Despite various top offi-
cials living in the area,
the issue is being left

unaddressed, unfortu-
nately.

I hope the issue comes
to the notice of the gener-
al manager and division-

al railway manager of
Central

Railway.
Visweswar Rao
South Lallaguda

Taxpayers’ money should also be used for mainte-

nance of parks and it is the duty of the local MLA to
see to it that these such things are also taken care of.

— Katuru Durga Prasad Rao

Hyderabad

Al;andoned house
turns dump yard

his is to bring to notice of authorities that a
house bearing No. 3-3-741 & 3-3-742 in the lane
opposite Pochamma temple in Kutbi Guda,
Essamiya Bazaar has been abandoned for the last
several years. It has now turned into a dump yard
for garbage. It has become a haven for mosquitoes,
germs and rodents. As a result, foul smell is ema-
nating in the area. Children living in the area face
the risk of falling prey to diseases due to the
smell. Although we have informed the same to the
property owners, no action was taken. I request
GHMLC to see to it that the area is cleaned at the
earliest.
Jeetendra Zorapuri
Esamia Bazar

Mini Tank Bund turns
into a pool of waste

oads of household waste in plastic bags is
being thrown into the mini Tank Bund in
Safilguda at the Krupa complex end. The GHMC
authorities are not taking any action to clear the
waste. Foul smell is emanating from the watse and
people who use the area for walking, yoga and
other activities are facing inconvenience due to
the waste.
E.P. Raman
Ramakrishnapuram, Secunderabad

Hyderguda commuters
facing inconvenience

‘would like to bring to

the notice of the
authorities the pathetic
road conditions at the
Old MLA Quarters traf-
fic signal. Commuters
who go left from the sig-
nal towards the Apollo
hospital in Hyderguda
come to a halt due to
the unfinished patch
left on the road after
the recent road-related
works.

Also, the road is in a
bad shape right upto
Apollo  hospitals. T
request authorities to
repair the stretch as

the
Ahhik Sarkar
Hyderabad

soon as possible.
Kumar Shastri
Hyderabad

Water line categorised
‘commercial’ abruptly

My water connection bearing registration
number 042401144 was suddenly re-cate-
gorised as commercial without any prior inti-
mation or notice. Following this, my complaints,
bearing number 5888 dated November 11 and
number 4996 dated Nov. 15 was closed without
any resolution. I have even lodged a complaint
on Whatsapp attacking a photo of the water con-
nection, but it went in vain. When approached,
authorities said that the connection’s category
was changed as there are commercial establish-
ments next to my house. I would like to know on
what basis was my water connection recognised
as commercial when the water is being purely
used for residential purposes.

Sanjay, Shankar Bagh

Sun City road in
pathetic state
epeated requests on the pathetic condition of
the road in the lane opposite Dwaraka Honda
showroom, in Sun City are being ignored by the
authorities.

The road has always been in the same state.
There are massive stones on the road due to
which we are finding it difficult to ride a two-
wheeler. The road is very sloppy.

Recently, a girl suffered a fracture on her hand
as she fell off her bike riding on the road. I
request the authorities to lay a new road as it is
proving to be fatal to the residents.

I request the officials concerned to do this on
priority.

Atiya
Suncity

Dear Readers, We at Deccan Chronicle request you to kindly send all your complaints, issues, grievances, feedback and suggestions to
our government and all its departments by writing to Speak Out, the voice of the people, to our new email ID - DCSpeakOut@gmail.com.
Looking forward to reading your letters to this new ID only.
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Defect in Hero Maestro unaddressed

have purchased the Hero

Maestro two-wheeler from
Dealwell Automobiles in
Asif Nagar on last year.
Right from day one, the
vehicle had starting issues.
The organisers of Hero
service centre have after
five days returned the vehi-
cle with problem unre-
solved. Following this, fre-
quent breakdown of the

vehicle was witnessed. At
times, I had to push the
vehicle for long distances
after breakdown. I have
issued legal notices twice
asking Hero Motocorp and
Dealwell Automobiles to
refund the amount. They
have not responded and
refused to refund my money.

The vehicle broke down at
around 10 pm on December

2 at Gachibowli. I had to
push it for 12 km. Yet, Hero
Motocorp did not bother to
address my concern. I came
to know that the vehicle has
manufacturing defects and
it should not have been
released into the market. T
request Hero Motocorp to
kindly make the refund.
— Dharmender Singh
Gudimalkapur

Readers congratulate Deccan Chronicle

congratulate Deccan Chronicle for draw-

ats off and thanks to Deccan Chronicle

ing the attention of the High Court with
its Speak Out pages, published with the
letters sent by the public. In fact, letters on
the civic issues should be sent to the
respective ministers and department sec-
retaries every week for a definite solution.

for carrying the Speak Out page. The
Telangana High Court had noticed two let-
ters published on December 2 highlighting
the crumbling city infrastructure and has
taken up a suo motu cognisance on the
issue.

Murali Mohan Rao
New Bowenpalli

— Indira Agarwal
Secunderabad
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Save Musi

BJP TS president Dr K. Laxman to offer
prayers today at Bapu Ghat as part of
the party’s Namami Musi programme

With Kaleshwaram
project, we are
storing record levels
of water

— Harish Rao
Finance minister

MAN BOOKED
FOR SEXUAL
ABUSE OF GIRL

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC 15:

A 55-year-old scavenger at a
Gurukul school for girls in
Vikarabad was booked for
alleged sexual abuse of a girl
student. Jangaiah, 55, was
arrested and produced at
court for judicial remand.

On Saturday, the school prin-
cipal told the Vikarabad police
that a girl student complained
about  Jangaia having
touched her inappropriately.
Police registered a case under
the POCSO Act.

Vikarabad inspector V.
Srinivas Rao said that they
found prima facie that
Jangaiah misbehaved. He
asked a student to show her
moles and reportedly touched
her inappropriately.

“There are other students
who witnessed this incident,”
said the inspector.
“Investigation is on to find if
there are more victims.”

Three days ago,
Jagadeeshwar (38), a sﬂclal
studies teacher at Zilla

Parishad Government School
was arrested by the Neredmet
police of Rachakonda, when a
student complained of misbe-
haviour. He had reportedly
touched the private parts of
several girls on the school

TEMPLE EO
DUPES PEOPLE,
ARRESTED

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 15

Hyderabad Central Crime
Station has  booked a
cheating case against the exec-
utive officer of
Yanamalakuduru Durga Mata
temple for cheating 11 people
to the tune of 1.26 crore
under the guise of providing
jobs and plots.

Police said the accused
Sathyavathi lured victims stat-
ing that she would get them
employed in government jobs
through her brother, who is
working in the DGP office.

Believing her, a victim and
his friends together handed
over 260 lakh fo Sathyavathi
hoping to get a job.

Meanwhile, she also told
them that she can provide
them land at cheaper prices.
This way, she collected another
%66 lakh. Subsequently, the
victims started asking her
about jobs and land docu-
ments, but she kept postponing
the matter. Victims then
realised that they had been
cheated. A cheating case has
been booked.

m EXECUTIVE officer of
Yanamalakuduru Durga
Mata temple for cheat-
ing people to the tune of
31.26 crore.

DECCAN CHRONICLE

Disha charges by Dec-end

Cops identify 30 witnesses in D1sha case, gather technical evidence

CHAITHANYAT IDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 15

Having collected the
statements of close to 30
witnesses in the Disha
rape and murder case,
and technical evidence,
the Cyberabad police |s
planning to file
chargesheet before the
fast-track court designat-
ed at Mahbubnagar court
by the end of December.
After the rape and mur-
der of Disha, and the
arrest of the four accused
— Mohammed Arif, J.
Shiva, J. Naveen, and C.
Chennakeshavulu — the
Cyberabad police had
formed 10 teams to work
simultaneously on the

W Investigators
have identified
about 25 to 30
persons as |
witnesses

W Witnesses
include a man
at puncture
shop where the
killers report-
edly took
Disha's bike

u Employees ata wine
shop where the accused
purchased liquor

m Employees of a petrol bunk

case. Each team headed
by a deputy superinten-
dent rank officer was
tasked with extracting
technical evidence like
footage of CCTV cameras
before and after the

offence, location of
mobile phone numbers,
identifying the witnesses
and recording their state-
ments, collection and
analysis of physical evi-
dence, mapping of the

incident and other docu-
mentation works.

Though  the four
accused were killed in an
alleged exchange of fire
with the police party, the
teams continued the task
of filing a chargesheet
before the fast-track
court.

The investigators have
identified about 25 to 30
persons as witnesses
including a man at punc-
ture shop where the
killers reportedly took
Disha's bike, employees
at a wine shop where the
accused purchased
liquor, employees of a
petrol pump, and others.

The forensic analysis
has resulted in establish-
ing the identity of the

Oh My Gough! SCB fails, but
civic sense finally prevalls

T.S.S. SIDDHARTH
HYDERABAD, DEC 15

It was a usual Sunday
morning. The traffic
along the Gough Road
near the NSG Training
Centre was less than nor-
mal. But, what was
unusual was a group of
around 10-15 people hold-
ing shovels and bins
working on the other-
wise busy Gough Road to
clear up the mess left in
the wake of the torren-
tial rains in October.

Call it civic sense or
wiser counsel, the frus-
trated  residents  of
Sainikpuri, Neredmet
and Malkajgiri began
clearing the debris, and
even an electric pole,
that was causing traffic
discomfort.

The heavy downpour
and strong winds in
October had knocked
down trees and snapped
power lines at Yapral,
Alwal, AOC, Banjara
Hills and Jubilee Hills.
Nearly 20 trees were

uprooted.

“We waited patiently
for the civic authorities
to clear the mess, which
has accumulated over
two months. The uproot-
ed trees and shrubs
caused traffic snarls. The
civic authorities failed to
clear the debris despite
repeated  complaints,”
rued Ms Deepa

Resldents of Salnlkpurl Neredmet and Malkajgln clear the deh
Road on Sunday as GHMC fails to do its job despite several complaints.

The civic officials are

aware that the debris has
been lying here for months but
have turned a blind eye. Why
have the officials not cleared

clear the

on Gough

We waited patiently for
the civic authorities to

mess, which has

accumulated over two
months. The uprooted trees

victim, and that she was
sexua].ly assaulted. It has
found that Disha was
forced to drink liquor,
which has been corrabo-
rated by the confessions
of the accused.

Speaking to Deccan
Chronicle, a senior police
official on the condition
of anonymity said, "By
the end of December and
within the span of a
month for the incident of
Disha’s death, the
chargesheet will be filed
before the concerned
court. There are around
20 to 30 witnesses in the
case and we also have the
technical evidence. As
the accused are dead,
there would not be any
trial in the case."

SKELETAL REMAINS
OF WOMAN FOUND
AT TSMDC YARD

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 15

The skeletal remains of
a woman found at a sand
yard maintained by the
Telangana State Mineral
Developmen
Corporation (TSMDC)
on the outskirts of
Abdullapurmet, Ranga
Reddy district are baf-
fling the Rachakonda
police who are clueless
about how long it has
been there or how it got
there.

On Saturday, labourers
who were unloading
sand at the house of one
K. Srinivas Reddy in
Sahebnagar noticed a
skull in the sand and
immediately alerted Mr
Reddy, who in turn
informed TSMDC offi-
cials. They also found a
sari and pieces of ban-
gles with the skeletal
remains. TSMDC project
officer Md Niranjan
alerted the

the debris. and shrubs caused traffic Abdullapurmet police,

— S. CHANDRASEKHAR, snarls. who rushed to the yard
member of Open Secunderabad — DEEPA SHAILENDER, alﬁ“ﬁ ‘f\;lth CaLllbe team.
Cantonment All Roads (OSCAR) a resident of Sainikpuri firm how  the  body

Shailender, a resident of
Sainikpuri, who took
part in the clean-up.

On seeing the residents
working hard to clear the
debris, a few fruit-sellers
in the area lent a helping
hand to clear the uproot-
ed trees and other green
waste. "People have

stopped buying fruits
from us because the
uprooted trees are block-
ing the road," said Mr
Shiva, a fruit seller.

r 8. Chandrasekhar, a
member of Open Secun-
derabad Cantonment All
Roads (OSCAR), said it’
the onerous responsil

ty of the civic body to
ensure that the debris is
cleared from the road.
"The civic officials are
aware that the debris has
been lying here for
months but have turned
a blind eye. Why have the
officials not cleared the
debris," he asked.

Naidu alde s son rams SUV into bike

DC CORRESPONDENT
VISAKHAPATNAM, DEC. 15

Former minister and
senior leader
Bandaru Satyanarayana
Murthy’s son Appala
Naidu, allegedly under
the influence of alcohol,
went berserk and drove
his SUV at high speed on
the beach road during
the early hours of
Sunday:

He lost control and
knocked down a motor-
cycle, injuring  two
youth. Sources said
Appala Naidu and his
friends, including
Suryadevara Mourya,
son of retired DIG 8.
Venkateswara Rao, and
another friend Uriti
Praveen Yadav, were
returning home from a
star hotel, where a party

The SUV of Appala Naidu, son of former TD minister
Bandaru Satyanarayana Murthy at the accident spot
at Potti Sreeramulu statue on the beach road

had been organised in
connection with the pre-
release of the
Balakrishna-starrer,
Ruler. Appala Naidu was
driving the car when it
hit the two-wheeler from
behind near Potti

Sreeramulu statue on the
beach road. Gowtham,
who was riding the bike,
suffered minor injuries
while  pillion rider
Chandra Kiran suffered
injuries on his nose and
other parts of his body.

The SUV came to halt
after hitting the road-
divider and the base of
Potti Sreeramulu statue.
The two-wheeler and the
SUV were damaged in
the incident.

Locals rushed to the
spot and alerted the
police. Chandra Kiran
was shifted to the King
George Hospital, little
distance away from the
accident spot. Sources
said Chandra Kiran is a
first-year MBBS student
of Andhra Medical
College. His condition is
said to stable.

Appala Naidu and his
friends fled the scene.
Mourya and Praveen sur-
rendered before the
police later. Police regis-
tered a case against
Appala Naidu under
Section 337 of IPC.

reached the yard, but the
police suspects the body
could have been there
for several months.
"Sand was shifted to the
yard from Kothapally in
Midgil mandal of
Mahbubnagar about
nine months ago. Sand
from Kaleshwaram is
also dumped here," said
the Abdullapurmet
inspector 8, Devender.

The remains were sent
for forensic analysis.
Two police teams were
sent to Mahbubnagar
district and
Kaleshwaram for fur-
ther investigations.

In another incident,
the body of a 65-year-old
woman identified as
Pagadala Bharathi was
found in a decomposed
state in Pedda Cheruvu
at Meerpet on Sunday.
The locals who found the
body floating on the lake
alerted the police. Police
said her daughters sent
the woman to an old age
home. Upset over this,
she jumped into the lake
hours after leaving the
old age home. Meerpet

City

MONDAY | 16 DECEMBER 2019 | HYDERABAD

1

|

COPS SUMMON RGV FOR MORPHING
IMAGE OF EVANGELIST K.A. PAUL

DURGA PRASAD SUNKU
HYDERABAD, DEC. 15

Following a complaint of an
allegedly morphed photo-
graph from Jyoti Begal,
treasurer of Dr K.A. Paul's
charity, the Hyderabad
cyber crime police booked
filmmaker Ram  Gopal
Varma and served notices
asking him to appear for

questioning within two

lays. According to the com-
plainant, Mr Ram Gopal
Varma edited former
President Pranab
Mukherjee out of a picture
and morphed himself into it
to make it appear that he
was receiving the censor
certificate from Paul for his
Amma Kadupulo Kadapa
Biddalu film.

DEATH ANNIVERSARY

LA CHENNADI MARTHANDARAO

Always on our Minds
Forever in Our Hearts

Your Guiding Hand on our Shoulders
Will remain with us forever.

Inserted by
Family Members, Relatives & Friends

Shri. V.R. SATISH CHANDRA

xpi
Funeral on 16-12-2019, at 12.30PM, from his

Nalizkunta Veg Market, to Amberpet Cremation|
Inserted By:

| OBITUARY | OBITUARY

.

GA'I'I'UPALLI RAGHUNATH BAI

(Retd Director & Chief City Planner MCH)
ired on: 15-12:2019

residence 202, Vaishnay Venkat Vila,

bers
Ph: 8332671014 / 9849029964

OBITUARY
Precious in the sight of the LORD is

the death of His saints

Mrs RATHNA ASHIRVADAM
DOB 16-10-1944

RADHANJAL

Inserted by Siddam family

s. Psalms 116:15
Received Gods Call

DOD 13-12-2019|
Funeral Service at Centenary
Wethockst Church, Ghiapel Road,
On 16-12-2019 at 10am.
Viséioa - Pl Moinkeds
T106203457 | 7905712076

S.ANAN D
8th day ceremony to be held
Today Evening at plot no-19,
Jawahar rail cnlony. Sikh mad‘
Diamond Point, Sec-bad

1, 9985081609

olicy istered a case
of suspicious death.
= LABOURE|
were unloading sand at
the house of one K.
Srinivas Reddy in
Sahebnagar noticed a
skull in the sand.

u Free Wi-Fi hotspots vulnerable to security breaches, leading to data theft
Free Wi-Fi can be terror, hackers hotspot

DURGA PRASAD SUNKU
HYDERABAD DEC. 15

Hyderabad has the highest
number of Wi-Fi hotspots
among all metros. While
such hotspots provide free
connectivity to the inter-
net, they are also vulnera-
ble to security breaches
leading to data theft.

Cyber security experts
warn that free Wi-Fi can be
misused by cyber crimi-
nals. Terrorist orgamsa-
tion Indian Mujahideen is
stated to have used free Wi-
Fi for sending e-mails to
media houses moments
before the 2008 serial bomb-
ings in New Delhi and
Ahmedabad.

Speaking on the issue,
Global Cyber Secunty

Forum chairman Sai
Krishna said, “There is a
massive flaw in WPA2, the
encryption standard that
secures all modern Wi-Fi
networks. There is a possi-
bility that anyone near you
could easily access your
information, including
encrypted daLa if you are
using a Wi-Fi network. Wi-
Fi standards currently
available in India are
flawed and should not be
trusted.”

Using free Wi-Fi is like

requesting hackers to
invade  your  privacy.
Founder and CEO of

Lisianthus Tech Khushhal
Kaushik said, “According
to my research, data being
conveyed by an individual
over internet can be inter-

m Using free Wi-Fi is
like welcoming the
hackers to invade
your privacy

m Hackers can use an
unsecured Wi-Fi
connection to
distribute malware,
says Khushhal
Kaushik of

Lisianthus Tech

1)
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cepted by the hacker. This
includes valuable personal
data, like username/pass-
word of online bank
accounts”. Krishna said
hackers use unsecured Wi-
Fi connections to distrib-
ute malware. Once they

infect the software on your
computers and devices,
your business can be finan-
cially crippled. Hackers
also use special software
kits that enable them to
eavesdrop on Wi-Fi signals.
This allows cybercriminals

to access everything that
remote workers may be
doing online, potentially
enabling them to capture

login credentials and
hijack accounts.
In fact, a user would find

it difficult to distinguish

between free Wi-Fi given by
an authorised agency and
one set up by a hacker.
Because of this, many
banks have commenced
using two-factor-authenti-
cation methods to keep
their transactions secure.
However, there are some
advanced Trojans, which
can bypass these security
measures. One  such
Trojan, Bankbot, imitates
real hankmg applications
to steal users' login details.

Kaushik said, “Bankbot
can intercept text messages
as well. Every mobile tele-
phone network (MTN)
number sent to a customer
phone can also be accessed
by cyber criminals operat-
ing behind the Bankbot,”
he added.

SECOND DEATHANNIVERSARY
[The memory o the ighteausis blessed. Prov. 107

14th ANNIVERSARY

The memory of the righteous is a
blessing.

/
Rev. G.S. CHRISTOPHER
DOB: 10.1.1950 DOD: 16.12.2005
Missed and fondly remembered by:

Mrs. Esther Pakiadas
Wio Late Dariing Pakiadas
91,1934 - 16.12.2017
Grandchildren

Inserted by: Children,
and Great Grandchildren

(L/1920/D00010)

Proverbs 10:7

r
, Daughter-in-Law,
Grand Children & Dear Ones.

m.
kshmi (Emes« Daugmer)
.S, (Son)

Other Daughters, Sons-in-aw,
Grand Children, Great Grand
ildren, Near & Dear
Mob: 9848015056, 9704344418

[ OBITUARY |

K.S.SATYANARAYANA
D.08:18-10-1950 - D.0.D:14-12-2019
Former Vice-President SBI Staff Union,

derabad Gircle
Final rituals will be at our residence H.No.
1-6-13 Near Sai Durga Colony, Old Alwal,
Secunderabadat10.00 am today
Inserted by:- Kistigari Family Members
99081 99945 / 95536 53520

2pm.
Methodist Church (Small), Chapel Road|
.12.2019 at 2.0
lly Members
Ph: 9908114873 / 9542062599

ISECOND DEATH ANNIVERSARY|

[The memory ofthe righteous s blessed. Prov. 10:7

—__________(Trazomo00)
10th ANNIVERSARY

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the
jeath of His saints. __Psalms 116:15

<

Mrs. SATYA SALOMIE LUKE
W/o Late Rev. S.P. Luke (DS

1930  DOD: 15.12.2019

Centenary

0 p.m. Committal at|

Inserted by: Fa

(CA-3101

Mrs. Dorothy George Chinnappa
Wio Late George Chinnappa
31.7.1924 - 16122017

Inserted by: Children, Grandchidren
and Great Grandchilren.
Mob. 9848057610

1am the resuection and the e, he who believes|
in me, though he may die he shall ve. John 11.25

Inserted b,
Family Mombers
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Learning centres

BJP’s spokesperson Krishna Saagar Rao
— says universities are centres for learning,
| . not islands to protect criminal behaviour

Rahul Gandhi
resigned as Congress
chief as people
rejected the party

— P. Ajay Kumar
Transpont minister

10 am to 1.30 pm: Moti I
Mahal, Sadadnagar, Heera
Khana; Katora House, Gol-
conda police station area,
Dilvarshanagar, Risala Ba-
zaar; Rethigalli, Government
Golconda Hospital, Bada
Bazaar

10.30 am to 1.30 pm: Kavuri
Hills Phase-II, Amar Co-
Operative Society, Kalyann-
agar Anjaninagar, Road No.

1 30 pm to 5 pm: Jubilee Hills
Road No. 13, Collector’s build-
ing

1.30 pm to 5.30 pm: Pad-
malaya Studio area, Jubilee
Hills Road No. 78, Eas-
warawalli, Babu Jagjivan Ram
Colony, Padmalaya Slum area,
area around the houses of
Pullela Gopichand, Sania
Mirza, Nihita Nethu, Bharani
Layout, Teacher Training
Centre, Nyaya Vihar.

2 pm to 5 pm: Naya Khila,
Jinsi Bazaar, Takathbowli,
Raghavamma Kancha, Heera
Khan 1 & 2, Moti Mohal, Khazi
Galli; Salenagar Kancha,
Dhana Kota; Golconda mili-
tary area.

‘Mobile TV is
new challenge’

Hyderabad: The Hyderabad
Chapter of the Broadcast
Engineering Society on
Sunday conducted a seminar
on direct to mobile Mr TV.
Ramakrishna, chairperson of
BES (Hyderabad chapter),
said the satellite, direct-to-
home, on-demand and inter-
net TV were changing the
viewing habits. Mobile TV
‘wsa breaking traditional bar-
riers, when it comes to con-
suming content. “This is a
challenge that mobile opera-
tors and media companies
have to face. This would
attract a stress on linear and
non-linear methods of con-
suming content,” he added.

No Art 371 in
J&K: Minister

Hyderabad: The Central gov-
ernment does not intend to
extend Article 371 of the
Constitution to Jammu and
Kashmir, Union minister
Jitendra Singh said on
Sunday. “There is nothing of
that sort being contemplat-
ed at any level by the gov-
ernment of India and this
disinformation is being
planted by those whose ille-
gitimate interests have been
adversely affected by the
abrogation of Article 370,”
he said. Article 371, which
has special provisions and is
applicable in some states
especially in the Northeast,
safeguards the rights of
native people with regard to
religious or social practices,
customary laws and proce-
dures, ownership and trans-
fer of land and resources.

MAN HELD FOR
DUPING LOAN
APPLICANTS

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD DEC. 15

Sleuths of West Zone Task
Force arrested a film produc-
er, who cheated people promis-
ing to give huge loans. The
accused has been identified as
Shaik Basheed, the protago-
nist in the film Evadra Hero.

A complainant, Sodisetty
Panakala Rao approached the
accused for a ¥ 10 crore to 15
crore loan for his construction
business. Basheed, assuring
him of the loan, asked Mr Rao
to pay processing fee and reg-
istration challan amount. Mr
Rao transferred %65 lakh
through different modes but
he did not get the loan. On
being approached, Basheed
threatened him.

Using the same modus
operandi, he cheated many
others. On credible informa-
tion about his whereabouts,
Basheed was apprehended by
West Zone Task Force team at
Banjara Hills. He was, subse-
quently, handed over to station
house officer of the Banjara
Hills police station for further
investigation.
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CAA protesters avoid religious turn

A protester is asked to be 51lent when he broke the code' organisers anxious to avoid trouble

Assamese vow a
peacefulprotest

ADITYA CHUNDURU I DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 15

Hundreds of people gath-
ered at Dharna Chowk
near Indira Park on
Sunday morning to protest
against the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA)
and the National Registry
of Citizens (NRC). Mostly
from the Muslim commu-
nity, they slammed the
BJP-led NDA government
for bringing in the contro-
versial CAA legislation
that will allow migrants
from persecuted minority
communities, in neigh-
bouring countries to apply
for Indian citizenship, but
excludes Muslims from
doing so.

The protestors said CAA
has made Muslims second-
class citizens. They shout-
ed slogans against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and home minister Amit
Shah for demonising the
Muslim community and
legalising discrimination
against it. “Nahi chalegi,
nahi chalegi, Modi teri
tanashahi [...] Amit Shah
teri gundagardi (We won't
allow Modi's dictatorship
and Shah's rowdyism),:
they shouted.

The organisers were
careful in instructing the
crowd to not shout any slo-
gans that could give their
protest a religious bent.
When one of the protes-
tors shouted “Nara-e-
Takbir” a slogan that is
used alternatively with
“Allah  hu bar”, an
organiser was quick to
shush him.

The fear of being consid-
ered “communal” was pro-
nounced. The organisers
has emphasised that this
had to be a peaceful
protest and caused no
inconvenience to  any
member of the public.

“Even if there is a small
slip-up, they will say we
are making trouble and try
to shut us down,” Mr
Hamid Mohammad Khan,
state president of the
Jamaat-e-Islami told the
crowd. Not many protests
in Hyderabad, or even in
the country, are held amid
such fear of being misun-
derstood.

An hour into the protest,
the road on which Dharna
Chowk is located was still
open to traffic. But as the
crowd swelled, police had
to barricade the road.
Some of protestors took
out marches in the neigh-
bourhood while many sat
at the Chowk to listen to
the speakers.

Members of the Assamese community (top) protest at Dharna Chowk near Indira Park
in Hyderabad against the Citizenship Amendment Act. Earlier on Sunday, a large num-
ber of people turned up to protest the legislation as well as the proposal to implement
the National Register of Citizens nationwide.

Mr Md Azharuddin from
the Jamaat e-Islami Hind,
one of the speakers at the

protest, said, “We
Hindustani Muslims chose
to stay in this country.
Many members of our
community gave their
lives for this country’s
independence. In fact,
those people (RSS), who
sided with the British
before 1947, are trying to
portray us as outsiders.”
He said there were many
issues plaguing the coun-
try, but the central govern-

ment was hell-bent on
dividing the country on
the basis of religion.
“There are no onions any-
where. No development.
The government only
cares about NRC and CAB
(now CAA). They claim
India will become the
home of persecuted immi-
grants from other coun-
tries, but what about
Muslims in China and
Myanmar? Doesn't your
humanity acknowledge
their problems?” he asked.
Mr Amjadullah Khan,

FASTag has few speed

S.A.ISHAQUI I DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 15

Except for some initial
hiccups, the FASTag pay-
ment facility at toll gates
on National Highways
across Telangana enjoyed
a smooth start on Sunday,
said National Highway
Authority of India (NHAI)
Regional  Officer, Mr
Krishna Prasad Rao.
FASTag uses radio fre-
quency identification

® THOUGH NHAI officials
claimed a smooth launch,
reports from Pantangi and
Sangareddy toll gates said
non-FASTag vehicles
queued up at booths
meant for the new service.

Sangareddy toll gates indi-
cated that vehicles queued
at the booths, most of
which were dedicated for
FASTag payments. This
resulted 1n drlvers

(RFID) to
enable cashless toll pay-
ments. It became manda-
tory across the country on
Sunday.

Though NHAI officials
claimed a smooth launch,
reports from Pantangi and

the toll gate staff’ and
NHAL officers for not giv-
ing enough time to under-
stand and follow the sys-
tem.

Mr Rao said, “we have 17
toll plazas on National

Highways in the state.
Except in one or two
plazas, the FASTag system
has been launched suc-
cessfully. The Centre has
announced cash back on
payments made through
FASTag till the end of
March. Vehicles, which
have entered the FASTag
lanes at toll plazas have to
pay double the toll amount

as per the orders of the
Union transport min-
istry”

He said after the Centre
had  announced  the
National Electronic Toll
Collection (NETC) pro-
gramme, which, in fact,
came into force on
December 1. They started
trial runs at toll plazas

— 5. SURENDER REDDY

Majis Bachao Tehreek
spokesperson, pointed out
many apparent loopholes
in the CAA.

“The new law does not
specify how long they have
to wait for citizenship to
be granted,” he said.

Rashmi, a degree student
who had come with
friends, said, “The Act
calls into question our sta-
tus. My parents keep
telling me India doesn’t
care for us any more. I am
feeling this to be true each
day”

bumps

and also set up sale points
at each of the plazas and
arranged staff to enlight-
en vehicle users about the
benefits of the tags.”

He said that while intro-
ducing the service, the
Centre partnered with 23
banks to make FASTag
easily available. Branches
of Axis Bank, HDFC
Bank, and Karur Vysya
Bank are additionally
enabled to sell FASTag
across various places.

The official explained
that the us1ng of FASTag
will help in reducing con-
gestion around plazas and
also pollution. Saving of
fuel will also help reduce
the operating costs of
vehicles, Mr Rao said.

SPECIAL TRAINS
AFTER SERVICES
HIT BY PROTESTS

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 15

Several trains to West
Bengal and Assam operat-
ed by the South Central
Railways (SCR), were can-
celled or diverted on
Sunday. Both states have
been seeing massive
protests by the general
public against the recent
Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA).

The train from Guwahati
to Secunderabad (02514)
had to be diverted via
Katihar, Barauni, and
Jhajha (Bihar) and
Asansol (West Bengal).
Most trains to Howrah in
West Bengal were can-
celled altogether. This was
mostly due to the aguatlon
at Uluberia, located in
Howrah district.

Many trains going to or
through West Bengal, such
as Hyderabad to Howrah

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 15

People from the Assamese
community gathered at
Dharna Chowk in the
afternoon  to  protest
against the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA).

The protestors criticised
the controversial legisla-
tion for encouraging
migration into Assam as
the Act welcomes as
Indian citizens people of
all faiths, except Muslims,
who face discrimination
in Pakistan, Afghanistan
and Bangladesh.

The protestors contend-
ed that Assam has been
heavily burdened with ille-
gal immigration through
the decades. They said the
BJP government cheated
them by ignoring the
Assam Accords.

The CAA has changed
the cut-off date for non-
Muslim immigrants eligi-
ble for citizenship, from
1971 to 2014. This clause,
the protestors said, was a
violation of the Assam

ccords which aimed to
deport illegal immigrants
of all religions from
Assam.

Said Mr Pranjal, one of
the organisers of the
protest: “Assam has been
plagued with migration
for several decades. Our
cultural Assamese identi-
ty is under threat because
of this. Currently,
Assamese have all but
become a minority in their
own country. We are not
against legal internal
migration of Indians from
other states, but only ille-
gal migration, mostly from
Bangladesh.”

The protestors shouted
slogans against the BJP,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and home minister
Amit Shah, but more of
the slogans were reserved
for Bangladeshi immi-
grants of either faith.

A protester sitting on a

tree holds a poster. — DC

W APOSTER at the
protest by the Assamese
said, “Bangladeshis go
back meaning illegal
mlgrants of both faiths

are your taxi drivers, secu-
rity guards and construc-
tion workers. By the time
you recognise them, it will
be too late!”

When asked if their
protests were not xenopho-
bic, the protestors said the
campaign ~ was  only
against illegal migration.
When one of them was
asked what would happen
to the lakhs of immigrants
who had settled in Assam
decades ago, he said they
should be deported.

Many others said the
same thing. Mr Sachin, a
protestor chose to answer
with caution: “We don't
know what should be done
with them. But Assamese
culture is at risk here. We
Assamese will flght until
these people leave.”

Mr Abhinav, a protester,
said, “We Assamese are
peaceful people. We will
not give up. But there are
some elements that want
to portray the protests in
Assam as violent. This
might escalate the dan-

er.”

There was also fear that

and abad  to
Guwahati, were terminat-
ed at Puri. Many stranded
passengers complained on
social media about this.

To help them, the East
Coast Railway (ECR)
announced later in the day
that it would run special
trains between Puri and
Chennai.

go back!”
was a popular slogans
among the young protest-

TS,

One elaborate placard
read: “Tllegal
Bangladeshis are every-
where. Assam has lakhs of
them, but don’t think you
are safe. They have spread
to the rest of India. They

insurgent groups such as
the United Liberation
Front of Asom (ULFA),
which has weakened over
the years, could emerge
stronger from the chaos.
“We don’t want any
insurgents to fight our
cause. We will do it our-
selves. Peacefully,” said
Mr Pranjal.

Metro Rail to see regular
interruptions till March

MADDY DEEKSHITH I DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 15

The Hyderabad Metro
Rail Limited (HMRL)
claimed that sensitive
equipment cannot with-
stand pollution in the win-
ter. As a result, official
sources claim, the Metro
Rail service will face serv-
ice interruptions during
the next few months.

In order to beat the early
morning smog, HMRL set
back the timing of the
first train by half an hour.
The first train will move
out at 6.30 am in winter.

HMRL sources say that
most of their equipment
are very sensitive and do
not suit Indian conditions.
The pollution levels have
increased due to smog
(mix of smoke and fog)
and would only worsen as
people burn garbage to
keep warm on the streets.

Sources said that the
HMRL could not find a
solution for the pollution-

related outages. The
HMRL predicts a series of
interruptions until

March. Officials will try
and keep the services run-
ning on schedule as best

they can under the cir-
cumstances.

Officials said that HMRL
has been in touch with the
service engineers who
were asked to find a per-
manent solution for the
metro interruptions
caused by pollution.

“Though the HMRL has
been trying to upgrade the
equipment to suit local
conditions, it could barely
adapt. The HMRL authori-
ties have been still chalk-
ing out plans to find the
right equipment to suit
Hyderabadi conditions,”
the official added.

u People feel at home when they hear carols in their native language, say celebrants

Carols in the vernacular hold a special joy

SANJAY SAMUEL
PAUL I DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 15

Christmas is a lot more
than the day. It is the sea-
son where you will find a
lot of activities. One such
1mportant event is carol
singing. Groups walk
from house to house
around several neighbour-

hoods, singing hymns
while playing instruments
during the night.

Carols are joyful songs
in praise of Jesus cele-
brating His birth. In
hymns lyrics narrate the
episode of Christ’s birth,
the purpose of His birth,
very joyfully sung. Carols
are not only sung in
English but also in many
Indian regional lan-
guages. Praya Parker, an

o

employee of the national
academy of construction,
said, “I belong to a
Hindustani_service that
uses pure Hindi and Urdu.
We have a congregatmn
from north India. There is
some connect when the
service is your mother
tongue. Pas aao vish-
wasiyo, anand karke aao’
is the Hindi translation of
the carol O come all ye
faithful.

Pastor Ashok Sawlikar
Matati said, “The Marathi
families who came from
Pune, Nanded, parts of
Maharashtra are who we
sing for. This is the time
we have the most home
visits. Compared to other
language services we have
a very small gathering; it's
like an extended family.”

Mr Qubert Wilson, head

of the choir at Holy
Family Church,
Trimulgherry, said, “This
is the biggest Tamil con-
gregation in the twin
cities. Half of the canton-
ment has Tamil-speaking
families. If you ever pass
through Mudfort, Trimul-
gherry, Bolaram, Ammu-
guda, Alwal, Lothkunta,
you can hear Tamil. Most
of the people we serve are
Tamil. During this season,
we have five teams who
will be going from door to
door carol singing in
Tamil. Since 70 years, this
Tamil carol singing has
been going on in this
church.”

St Paul’s Public School
principal Rodha Vasundra
said, “My husband waits
for the carollers to visit.
His family are migrants

from Karnataka,

Kannada carols bring
back to him his childhood
memories. It feels nice
when you see the regional
language songs sung to
praise God. The whole
family will be full of joyful
singing.”

Mr E. Raja Praveen,
choir member of the
Methodist Telugu Church,
said, “The dominant lan-
guage has services with a
congregation of 1,500.
Visiting each and every
house is a task but also a
must We start the carols
early in the second week
of December and we make
sure that each member’s
door is knocked with car-
ols. The beauty of Telugu
carols is that most of them
are originally written and
composed.”

Carol singers perform at the Centenary Methodist Church in Chapel Road at Abids on
d

Sunday.

— P. SURENDRA



Steely resolve

Jagan will lay foundation stone for
Kadapa Steel Factory on December 26
at Limestone Park in Jammalamadugu
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Those who resort to
crimes against
women will be scared
thanks to AP law

— Raashi Khanna

Tollywood actor

FOUR HELD FOR
SMUGGLING
PRECIOUS IDOL

DC CORRESPONDENT
TIRUPATI, DEC. 15

Prakasam district police on
Sunday arrested four persons
in Ongole on charges of theft,
and trying to smuggle two
ancient Panchaloha idols from
Sivalayam temple located in
Thammavaram village in the
district.

Interestingly, the primary
accused, Mallikarjuna Rao, 45,
used to work as a priest at the
temple. The idols belong to the
12th century A.D, and are wo-
rth ¥40 lakh, the police said.

Mallikarjuna, along with the
other accused persons, had
allegedly stolen the idols on
November 22.

The other accused have been
identified as S. Rajesh, 28,
Mohammad Hidayathulla, 45,
K Prasada Rao, 40. Following
the incident, a case was regis-
tered at Korlsapadu police sta-
tion on the same day.

Actmg on the instruction
given by the Superintendent of
police (SP) P. Siddarth Kau-
shal deputy SPs, A. Prasad
Kumar and K. Prakasa Rao fo-
rmed teams and launched an

investigation into the matter.

Acting on a tip-off, the police
arrested all the accused when
they visited the town to sell
the idols.

THIRUPPAVAI
AT TIRUMALA
FROM DEC. 17

DC CORRESPONDENT
TIRUPATI, DEC.15

With the holy month of
Dhanurmasam set to com-
mence at 11.47 pm on Monday,
the daily awakening ritual of
Suprabhatam will be replaced
with the traditional
Thiruppavai in Srivari temple
from December 17. The Goda
Thiruppavai Pasura Paray-
anam will conclude on
January 14.

During Dhanurmasam, the
recital of the Suprabhatam
will be replaced with the
recital of Thiruppavai — a col-
lection of about 30 pasurams
by Andal (Goda Devi) in praise
of Lord Venkateswara. Andal
or Nachiar is one of 12
Alwars.

Her 30 pasurams (stanzas)
titled Thiruppavai are an inte-
gral part of Alwar Divya
Prabandham and significant

in Tamil literature.
Dhanurmasam is considered
highly auspicious in

Vaishnavaite temples. The
kainkaryams, decorations to
lord, naivedyam offered dur-
ing the month occupies a
unique place at the Tirumala
temple

Usually, during Sahasra
Namarchana, Srivari Dhruva
Beram is worshipped with
tulasi leaves amidst recital of
1,008 names for 11 months in a
year except during Dhanur-
masam  where  Sahasra
Namarchana is carried out
with Bel leaves.

N. VAMSI SRINIVAS | DC
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Civic polls fuel a fresh
bout of turmeric war

TRS, BJP rush to meet farmers’ demand before electlons

S.A.ISHAQUI I DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 15

The issue of the turmeric
board for Nizamabad has
once again become an
issue between the
Telangana Rashtra Samiti
and the Bharatiya Janata
Party as they seek to
assert  control  over
Nizamabad and Jagtial
districts with municipal
elections looming.

Turmeric farmers of
both districts who have
been silent for the past few
months are again taking
to agitation to achieve
their demand. They had
embarrassed TRS MP K.
Kavitha during the Lok
Sabha elections and are
now targeting Nizamabad
MP Dharmapuri Aravind
of the BJP.

The  Joint  Action
Committee of the farmers
has announced that it is
taking up a series of agita-
tions in Nizamabad dis-
trict. As part of this,
Rythu Athma Gourava
Padyatra (Walk of farm-
ers for self-respect) will
set off on December 16.

The farmers want a
turmeric board here and a
minimum support price
(MSP) for red jowar and
turmeric.

Nizamabad turmeric farmers protest in this file plcture

The BJP suspects that
the TRS is behind the re-
launching of the agita-
tion. But it was Mr Arvind
‘who had won on the prom-
ise of setting up the board
and is now being asked to
keep his election promise.
Mr Arvind had promised
on a stamp paper that he
would secure the turmeric
board or else resign as MP,
the farmers say.

Feelings among the
farmers had run high dur-
ing the Lok Sabha elec-
tions and 240 turmeric
farmers had filed their

AP-TS deadlock
over power staff

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC 15

The stalemate continues
over the division of
employees of power utili-
ties between Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana
state.

Since the management
of the AP power utilities
did not accept the propos-
al made by the Telangana
power utilities manage-
ment, the Justice
Dharmadhikari commit-
tee, which met here on
Sunday with the manage-
ments of power utilities
of both states, expressed
its displeasure at the AP
authorities.

According to the
employees of the TS
power utilities, the com-
mittee which had met on
October 4 and 5 of this
year issued proceedings
to both the states that 613
employees out of 1,157
employees who have been
relieved from TS have to
be adjusted in AP power
utilities; the remaining
504 have to be taken back

by TS as per their native
option.

While issuing the pro-
ceedings, Justice
Dharmadhikari had
directed the AP authori-
ties to come back with the
details of 256 employees
who had opted for
Telangana state, without
reference to the 1,157
employees  (mentioned
above) at the next date of
the meeting.

When the committee
met on Sunday, the man-
agement of TS power util-
ities informed the com-
mittee that it is willing to
take the 504 employees
and also out of the 256 TS-
bound employees, it will
take 128 employees. It will
also take back 242 employ-
ees belonging to TS who
are working in Andhra
Pradesh.

The TS power employ-
ees alleged that though
the authorities stepped
down and agreed to take
874 employees, the man-
agements of the AP
power utilities did not
accept this proposal.

TWO DESAM ACTIVISTS HELD
FOR POSTS ON JAGAN, MLA

MD ILYAS | DC
VIJAYAWADA, DEC. 15

Two TD supporters were
arrested for posting
allegedly objectionable
posts on AP Chief Min-
ister Y.8. Jagan Mohan
Reddy and YSRC Chilka-
luripeta MLA V. Rajani.
Satyavolu Hariprasad
Reddy alias Satyam
Reddy and Pantagani
Pravin were arrested
based on a complaint by

Telugu Desam

W THE AP government has

YSRC leader Maruboina
Nagaraju.

Chilakaluripeta Urban
inspector V.  Surya
Narayana said Satyam
Reddy and Pravin were
working in ‘CBN Army’,
a social media group,
and posted the photo-
graphs and comments on
their Facebook page.

Satyam Reddy hails
from Vidavalur of Nell-
ore mandal and Pravin
from Kondaleru.

(CID) against all public ser-

nominations to contest
against Ms Kavitha, dau-
ghter of Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao and
the sitting MP, to ensure
her defeat as she had not
set up the turmeric board
in Nizamabad. Ms Kavitha
lost the elections and the
BJP’s Mr Arvind had won
promising to set up the
board within 15 days of
his victory.

As the walkathon of
farmers will start from
Monday, sitting BJP MP
Mr Aravind held a press
conference in Nizamabad

on Sunday and assured
the farmers that the
turmeric board will be set
up in Nizamabad before
the Sankranti next month.

He also assured the
farmers they would get a
better support price for
turmeric, and criticised
the TRS government for
failing to send the propos-
al to the Centre in this
regard. He said that the
Centre is prepared to
announce MSP for the
turmeric if the state gov-
ernment sends the propos-
al to New Delhi.

Politics
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RTC staff says forced to
support welfare council

For safety, women
must reportat5 am

RAJESWARI PARASA | DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 15

The TSRTC management
claims that it has collect-
ed the signatures of 85 per
cent of the staff in sup-
port of the welfare coun-
cil that is proposed to
replace the staff union.
Workers, however, say
they are being pres-
surised to sign up.

Some conductors said
the management is not
accepting the cash they
collect from ticket sales if
they don't sign up for the
welfare council. Recently,
a group of conductors at
the Picket depot protested
and were exempted.

“Just  because  we
protested we were exempt-
ed, but there are many
conductors and drivers
who are silently signing
the papers to escape from
the nuisance that the
depot managers and other
officials are creating. This
is happening in several
depots,” said a conductor.

Drivers are being told
that their names will not
be on the duty roster if
they do not support the
welfare council. “We don’t
understand why we are
being pressurised when
the Chief Minister has
given a choice. It has
become mandatory at the
depot level,” said a driver
from the Mahbubnagar
depot.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 15

After the end of the strike
last  month,  women
employees of the TSRTC
are being posted only on
morning shifts. They have
been told this is being
done for their safety. But
many of them want to
choose their shift.

“It is appreciated that
safety was considered and
morning shifts are being
given, but the choice
should be left to the
women. They can choose
the shift based on their
commitments at home,”
said a woman conductor.

The morning shift tim-
ings can be inconvenient.
The employee has to
report at about 5.15 am to

the depot and leave
around 3-5 pm.
“It becomes difficult

when there are school-

going kids as the women
do not have time to cook
food for them,” said
Trilochana, a conductor
from the Mehdipatnam
depot.

“When we request the
second shift, which starts
at 12.30 pm, the depot offi-
cials say that we will have
to stay back in case of
traffic jams and continue
till the next shift, which
will stretch till midnight.
How do we deal with this
situation?” asked a con-
ductor. “We are facing the
heat from both sides, at
home and at work.”

With all the morning
shifts given to women con-
ductors, the night shifts
are being given to senior
employees, some of them
with 30 years of experi-
ence. Earlier, the day
shifts were given to those
who are in need of rest,
said another conductor.

It is not clear how the
welfare council will func-
tion. “The council has
only two members. There
are several leaders from
various unions who help
us,” asked another con-

A place for dogs

TRS leader Kalvakuntla Kavitha plays with a dog after handing over a cheque of 5 lakh to Zabi Khan (left), who
opened India's first animal sanctuary, ‘A Place to Bark’ in Hyderabad on Sunday. Also seen are Chevella MP Ranjith
Reddy and Chevella MLA Kale Yadaiah.

TS leaves GHMC fund-starved

MADDY DEEKSHITH | DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 15

The Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
(GHMC)  is  heading
toward a deep financial
crisis as its income is
dwarfed by its expendi-
ture.

The civic body's finance
department officials
lament that within less
than two months, the cor-
poration might not be able
to pay salaries to its
employees and it has no
option but to depend on
loans to take up the gov-
ernment's flagship pro-
grammes  like  the
Strategic Road

“There is no truth in

Development Plan,
Comprehensive Road
Maintenance and regular
maintenance works.

According to the GHMC
official, the government is
yet to release 2380 crore
which has been sanc-
tioned by the Centre as a
part of the 14th Finance
Commission. This apart,
revenue collection has
been badly hit due to re-
shuffle of field staff.

The corporation has
encashed fixed deposits
worth 1,000 crore and
used the overdraft facility
to fund ongoing projects.
The civic body has been
already borrowed 495
crore through municipal

m YSRC uses charges against son-in-law of Desam leader as a bargaining tool

I-T officials in crosshairs of AP govt

figured in relation to a pub-

bonds with 10 per cent
interest. Though the cor-
poration has prepared the
ground to fund the SRDP
w1th 32,500 crore term
loans (RTL) at about 10 per
cent interest rate and
handed over the mainte-
nance of 709 arterial roads
with an estimated cost of
31,827 crore, it is still
short of money.

Though the government
has assured providing
%100 crore every month to
rescue the corporation
from the financial crisis,
officials claimed that with
heavy interest rates and
expenditure, the corpora-
tion would be bankrupted
in less than two months

and it would not pay
salaries during January.

A senior GHMC official,
on condition of anonymi-
ty, said that the civic body
has been paying about
%300 crore towards
salaries of employees and
has been spending about
%120 crore on mainte-
nance work on a monthly
basis.

It has collected only
about %250 crore each in
September;, October and
November. The official
said that the corporation
could not even collect ¥10
crore in the past 10 days
which has been the worst
ever, since the inspection
of the GHMC.

ductor from the Picket
depot.Asked about this, a
TSRTC official denied
that there was any pres-
sure on the employees. He
said they could choose not
to sign up.

PRSI AWARD
FOR BARC
SCIENTIST

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC-15

Mr J. Daniel Chellappa,
senior  scientist —at
Bhabha Atomic Resea-
rch Centre (BARC) was
on Friday awarded the
Public Relations Society
of India’s (PRSI
Leadership Award-2019.
The award was handed
by home minister Mohd
Mahmood Ali during a
function in the city.

Chennai-based
Chellappa is noted for
his effort to promoting
indigenous science and
technological break-
throughs to the grass-
roots.

Mr Chellappa is con-
sidered an “ardent cam-
paigner of technologies
for Jal hakti,
ecorestoration of temple
tanks, rivers and water-
bodies, Smart City,
Swacch Bharat, AMRUT,
Make In India” and
more, according to a
press release from the
PIB

The scientist is a reput-
ed figure in the field of
waste management and
‘waste water treatment.

Home minister Mohd
Mahmood Ali presents
an award to BARC scien-
tist J. Daniel Chellappa,
in Hyderabad on Sunday.

Department of Atomic Energy

e-TENDER NOTICE

Regional Director (P&S), HRPSU, Nuclear Fuel Complex, ECIL Post,

1

(a) Tender Enquiry No.:
(b) Description :

DPS/HRPU/NFC/PT/TPT/CAP/11065
Design, Fabrication, Supply, Erection &

VIJAYAWADA, DEC. 15

Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy’s selective
targeting of income-tax
officials may give him mar-
ginal political edge over
Telugu Desam but the same
is leading to a compromise
with his crusade against
corruption at every level of
government.

In fact, this could possibly
put the government in a
tight spot, particularly
with regard to one particu-
lar case in Andhra Pradesh
High Court. This pertains
to financial irregularities
allegedly during the tenure
of some IRS officials, who
were on deputation with
the state government dur-

regime.

The officials held impor-
tant positions in indus-
tries, health and mines
departments.

‘While the state govern-
ment has already suspend-
ed senior tax official Jasti
Krishna Kishore and
ordered ACB and CID
probes, it has let off anoth-
er official, Ch Venkata
Gopinath. The government
on Saturday accepted his
request for cancellation of
the deputation and repatri-
ation to the parent depart-
ment.

Mr Gopinath, son-in-law
of senior TD leader
Yanamala Ramakrish-
nudu, was managing direc-
tor of AP Medical Infra-

L

already suspended senior
tax official Jasti Krishna
Kishore and ordered ACB
and CID probes but has let
off another official, Ch
Venkata Gopinath.

W Itis the YSRC plan to
corner the TD, which can-
not find fault with
Gopinath’s repatriation
because he is a son-in-law
of the party senior leader.

structure Corporation.
The ACB (Anti-Corruption
Bureau) prima facie found
irregularities in the corpo-
ration during his tenure
and proposed to register a
criminal case by the Crime
Investigation Department

vants involved in the irreg-
ularities.

The then Chief Secretary,
Mr L.V. Subrahmanyam,
sought permission from
the Chief Minister to regis-
ter a case and the matter is
pending with the latter.

The Chief Minister’s deci-
sion to let off Mr Gopinath
comes at a time when the
Leader of Opposition N.
Chandrababu Naidu is cry-
ing foul over the action ini-
tiated against Mr Krishna
Kishore. He even alleged
that Mr Kishore was pay-
ing the price for slappmg
tax notices on_ the
media houses when he was
income tax commissioner
in Hyderabad a few years
back.

Naidu’s allegations. Had
we been vindictive, why did
we relieve Gopinath from
state service? We could
have ordered similar probe
against him also. We act on
merits,” a_senior YSRC
minister said.

But, it is clear strategy of
the YSRC bosses to corner
the Telugu Desam, which
cannot find fault with Mr
Gopinath’s  repatriation
because he is a son-in-law
of the party senior leader.

Relevant documents,
which are in possession of
Deccan Chronicle establish
that relieving Mr Gopinath
is purely a political deci-
sion and merits of the case
speak otherwise. Sources
said Mr Gopinath’s name

lic interest litigation filed
by one I. Venkata Rama
Raju against alleged irreg-
ularities in awarding a con-
tract to M/s TBS Telematic
and Bio Medical Services
India Pvt Ltd.

“Krishna Kishore was not
allowed to go back to the
parent department so that
a probe could be ordered
against him. Gopinath was
cleared despite the High
Court direction to conduct
a thorough enquiry into
allegations and the Chief
Secretary seeking CM’s
permission in this regard,”
a senior official said adding
that it has to be seen
whether the decision to let-
off the official comes under
judicial scrutiny.

Commissioning and Performance Grinding Cum Polishing Machine
1 No. details as per tender specifications
(c) Date of Pre-Bid Mesting: 30112/2019 @ 10:00 AM () Last Date for
Submission of Bid Online : 30/01/2020 upto 2.00 PM (e) Tender Fee : NIL

of size 8-20 mm -

()EMD % 10,00,000/-
(a) Tender Enquiry No.:
(b) Descriphun B

™~

DPS/HRPU/NFC/PT/TPT/CAP/11068
Dasign. Fabrication, Supply, Erection &

Tube Stralgh(anlng Machlne of size 20-65mm - Qty 1 No. details as per
tender specifications (c) Date of Pre-Bid Meeting : 18/12/2019 @ 10:00 AM
(d) Last Date for Submission of Bid Online : 21/01/2020 upto 2.00 PM
(e) Tender Fee: NIL () EMD : X 10,00,000/-

DPS/HRPU/NFC/PT/TPT/CAP/11058
Deslgn, Manufaclurmg, Supply, Erection,

o

(a) Tender Enquiry No.:
(b) Descnplmn :

of High Precision

of Ten Roll Tube

Straightening Machlne suitable for tubes of 6 - 25mm OD - Qty 1 No.

ais as per tender specifications (c) Date of Pre-Bid Meeting: 2711212019

0:00 AM (d) Last Date for Submission of Bid Online : 28/01/2020 upto
2.00PM (¢) Tender Fee: NIL (1) EMD 2 10,00,000/-,

Visit https:/letenders.dpsdae.gov.in for details.

[DPS/HRPU/NFC/1920/30)




Communal issue
Union Minister Prahlad Joshi says the

i Congress is trying to project Citizenship
Bill as a communal issue to create unrest

-

Maha Assembly
winter session is a
farce as portfolio
allocation not done

— Devendra Fadnavis
Former Maharashtra CM

DMK POSTS
STALIN’S CLIP
ON CAA

Chennai: The Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam on
Sunday released a video of its
chief M.K. Stalin explaining
in detail as to why it opposed
the Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA), 2019.

The video was in response to
ATADMK taking a dig at DMK
over the CAA, asking if it had
ever spoken a word about get-
ting Indian citizenship for
Tamil refugees from Sri Lanka
when it shared power at the
Centre for 17 years.

In the clip uploaded on social
media platforms, Stalin said
his party would not have
opposed the Act if it provided
refugee status to all those who
seek asylum in the country.

Terming the Citizenship
Amendment Act as “unconsti-
tutional, anti-people, divisive
and regressive,” Stalin said,
DMK would not have opposed
it if it provided refugee status
to all those who seek asylum
in the country.

“However, the law discrimi-
nates against Muslims and
uses religion as a benchmark
to distinguish between people
and therefore divide them,” he
alleged.

“Economic distress, rising
unemployment. As our fellow
citizens continue to suffer
from all such problems, this
Act has provided a timely dis-
traction for the BJP govern-
ment,” the DMK president
remarked.

ANTI-GAA, NRC
ADVTS IRK
BENGAL GOV

Kolkata: The advertisement,
in  which Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee states that
NRC and citizenship law will
not be implemented in West
Bengal, is unconstitutional
and a head of government
can't use public money for
such campaigns, Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar said on

Sunday.
Speaking to reporters at Raj
Bhavan, Dhankhar  called

upon those in position of
power not to shirk responsibil-

ity as it is “no occasion to play
politics™.

“How can an elected head of
a gnvemment use public
money to give advertisement
in national media that there
will be no NRC, no CAB in
state? This adveruscmcnt is
unconstitutional,” the gover-
nor said.

“As Constitutional head T
had very gracefully invited
her (CM) attention, I had
urged her (to) withdraw it. T
am sure you all will agree that
public money can't be used to
Jead an agitation against law
of the land,” he added.

Dhankhar said public prop-
erty is being damaged in a
wanton manner, ruthlessly
and recklessly.

NRC: YOGI
SEEKS PUBLIC
SUPPORT

Lucknow: Amid fears in a
section of population against
the likely creation of a coun-
try-wide National Register of
Citizens, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Sunday sought people's sup-
port to the move terming it a
“true tribute” to Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel.

Speaking at a function here
to mark the death anniversary
of the first Union home minis-

ter, Adityanath said, “Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel checked
lelSlVe policies of the
British.

“Through his efforts, he
foiled evil intentions of anti-
India elements, who had a
mindset of dividing the coun-
try, and included the country's
563 princely states into the
Republic of India, contribut-
ing to the creation ‘Ek Bharat,
Shreshtha Bharat’,” the chief
minister said.

“The entire country should
be united on the NRC and this
will be a true tribute to Iron
Man Sardar Vallabhbhai

Patel.
o 6
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Outrage in Jamia against CAA

Jamia students, however distance themselves from the violence, blame locals for the incident

S:I:ASKAR HARI SHARMA|
NEW DELHI, DEC. 15

A protest march against

recently-passed
szcnshlp (Amendment)
Act, held by students of
Jamia Millia Islamia in
South Delhi, became vio-
lent Sunday evening and
eventually turned the
upmarket New Friends
Colony into a battlezone.
At least four DTC buses, a
fire tender and several
other vehicles were set
ablaze and damaged by the
miscreants, who even
threw stones at the police
personnel, who in return
resorted to a lathicharge
and fired teargas shells.
Jamia’s chief proctor
claimed the police later
forcibly entered the cam-
pus as no permission had
been taken and both staff
and students were beaten
up. At Jantar Mantar, stu-
dents from the Northeast
states protested against
the CAA, and termed it as
“anti-Constitution” and a
threat to the identities of
indigenous people in the
region.

The Jamia students,
however, distanced them-
selves from the violence in
parts of South Delhi and
blamed locals for the inci-
dent. The was quick
to blame the Aam Aadmi
Party for the violence, but
local MLA
Amanatullah Khan denied
these accusations out-
right.

It all started with local
hooligans, with faces cov-
ered, hijacking the stu-
dents’ march. They set
vehicles ablaze and threw
stones at the police when
they tried to stop them
from marching towards
Jantar Mantar. Several
people, including police-
men and two fire brigade
personnel, were also
injured. In evening, the
situation was under con-
trol at Jamia Millia. The
police said it was a violent
mob, and some of them
had been detained.

The situation deteriorat-
ed further when the pro-
testers torched four DTC
buses and started throw-
ing stones at the police.
The violence led to mas-

- A i & -
Members of West Bengal Human Rights Cell stage a protest rally against CAA and NRC in Kolkata on Sunday.

AMU closed till
Jan 5 after clash

Aligarh, Dec. 15: The

sive traffic jams all across
South Delhi. Huge traffic
snarls were seen all
through the day, from
Ashram to Friends Colony
to Kalindi Kunj. The police
diverted traffic from the
vicinity as the pitched bat-
tles continued. For over an
hour, both the carriage-
ways on Mathura Road
opposite New Friends
Colony were blocked by
demonstrators and the
traffic police tweeted that
all movement was closed
from the Okhla Underpass
to Sarita Vihar due to the
demonstration.

Later in the evening, the
Delhi police entered the
Jamia campus and
blocked the gates to nab
some “outsiders” who had
entered the premises to
hide. Both the Jamia stu-
dents’ community and the
Teachers’ Association
have disassociated them-
selves from the violence
and arson. The students

Bdesh seeks list of
illegal settlers, if any

Dhaka:

through

Foreign Minister A.K.
Abdul Momen on Sunday
said his country has
requested India to pro-
vide a list of any
Bangladesh nationals liv-
ing illegally in the coun-
try and it will allow them
to return.

Responding to a ques-
tion on India’s National
Register of Citizenship
(NRC), Momen, who can-
celled his visit to India on
Thursday citing his busy
schedule, said
Bangladesh-India rela-
tions are normal and
“very sweet” and they
will not be affected. ~ He
said India has termed the
NRC process as its inter-
nal matter and assured
Dhaka that it would not
affect Bangladesh. He
rejected speculation of

“pushback” attempts by
India, saying some Indian
nationals are illegally
entering Bangladesh

to economic reasons.

“But if anybody other
than our citizens_enters
Bangladesh, we will send
them back,” he told media
here when asked about
reports that some people
are illegally entering the
country through borders
with India.

Momen said Bangladesh
has requested New Delhi
to provide a list of
Bangladeshls llvmg 1ller
gally in India, “if any”, to
be repatriated. “We will
allow them (Bangladesh
citizens) as they have the
right to enter into their
own country,” he said.

Asked why he cancelled
his India visit, the minis-
ter said his busy schedule
coinciding with the
Martyred Intellectuals
Day and Victory Day and
also the absence of the
state minister for foreign
affairs Shahriar
Alam. — PTI

claimed that “certain”
local elements had “dis-
rupted” their protest and
indulged in violence. A
Jamia student said the
police tried to disperse the
protesters by resorting to
a lathi charge and firing
teargas shells. He said
some of the “outsiders”
had run towards the cam-
pus, and the police person-
nel entered the campus
and blocked the gates to
nab the miscreants.

The Delhi Metro closed
the entry and exit gates of
the Sukhdev Vihar, Jamia
Millia Islamia, Okhla
Vihar, Jasola  Vihar,
Shaheen Bagh and Gate
No. 3 of Ashram station.
The Metro trains did not
halt at these stations.

Soon after the violence
broke out, the Jamia stu-
dents disassociated them-
selves from the incident,
saying they had repeatedly
maintained their protests
‘were peaceful and non-vio-

lent. The statement said:
“We have time and again
maintained that our
protests are peaceful and
non-violent. We stand by
this approach and con-
demn any party involved
in violence. We have main-
tained calm even when
students have been lath-
icharged and some women
protesters have been badly
beaten up... Violence by
certain elements was an
attempt to vilify and dis—
credit genuine protests.”

In another statement, the
university said the vio-
lence was triggered by
locals and not during the
student agitation. Jamia
has already announced its
winter vacation and put
off the semester examina-
tions after a clash between
the police and students on
Friday. It also urged its
students to stay away from
such “directionless”
protests led by local politi-
cal leaders.

Aligarh Muslim
University administration
Sunday night announced
that the institution will
remain closed till January
5 after clashes broke out
between police and stu-
dents protesting against
the amended Citizenship
Act near the campus gate.

“The university is closed
from today (15/° 12/2019) till
05/01/2020. This is being
done due to disturbances
created by some antisocial
elements for last three
days,” AMU Registrar
Abdul Hamid said.

The announcement came
after hundreds of AMU
students protesting

Woman dies in WB; ends life
due to NRC fear, says family

Bardhaman (WB), Dec,
15: A 36-year-old woman
was found dead in West
Bengal’s Purba
Bardhaman district,
police said on Sunday,
with her family claiming
that scared of the pro-
posed country-wide NRC
she committed suicide.

Shipra Sikder was found
hanging with a muffler
wrapped around her neck
at her house in Jaugram
area's Teli village under
Jamalpur police station
limits on Saturday, police
said.

She was taken to the
Jamalpur  government
hospital where doctors
declared her brought
dead, they said.

Locals said Shipra's hus-
band, Shubhash Shikder,
was a van driver and they
have a son and a daughter.
The woman had to depend
on her income from the
MGNREGA scheme to run

W JAMALPUR PANCHAY-
AT samiti chief Mehmood
Khan said he has heard
that Shipra's son didn’t
have the documents and
she killed herself as she
was scared that her son
will be ousted.

her household. Shipra’s
brother-in-law Bipul
Sikder said she was
tensed and scared ever
since the Citizenship
(Ammendment) Bill was
cleared by Parliament.

Though her son, 19, had
Aadhaar card but he did-
n’t have a birth certificate
and voter ID, due to which
Shipra was scared that
her son might be thrown
out of the country,
claimed Bipul.

“She went to the BDO
office several times to get
documents for her son.
But she couldn't manage
to get those. She Kkilled

Assam is united, says Assamese in Britain

Stir in UK over Citizenship Act

London, Dec, 15: People
from different groups
gathered outside the
Indian High Commission
here on Saturday to
protest against the
Citizenship Amendment
Act and what they
branded as Modi govern-
ment's “failures”.

A group of protesters
from the British
Assamese community,
dressed in their tradition-
al attire and accompanied
by children, waved plac-
ards in Assamese as well
as some in English that
read: Save Democracy,
Stop CAB.

The peaceful demonstra-
tion involved some sloga-
neering against  the
Citizenship Amendment
Bill (CAB), which was

L

signed into law earlier
this week. Assam is unit-
ed and CAB is divisive.
Say no to division, yes to
unity, said one of the
activists.

Alongside, the Indian
Overseas Congress (I0C)
UK chapter organised its
Bharat Bachao Rally (Save
India) to coincide with
similar protests in New
Delhi and around the
world.

The rally is against the
Modi government’s fail-
ures, including the eco-
nomic crisis, high unem-
ployment, farmer distress
and divisive politics, said
an IOC United Kingdom
spokesperson.

The Congress protesters
carried banners and plac-
ards reading: Women

M A GROUP of protest-
ers from the British
Assamese community,
dressed in their tradi-
tional attire and
accompanied by chil-
dren, waved placards
in Assamese as well as
some in English that
read: Save Democracy,
Stop CAB.
against BJP and Farmers
against BJP.

10C UK president Kamal
Dhaliwal said: All sec-
tions of our community
are suffering today due to
the wrong policies of the
Modi government.

The youth needs jobs,
women need safety and

security, farmers need rea-
sonable prices for their
crops. The promises Modi
ji made during the elec-
tions are nowhere.

In reference to the
Citizenship Amendment
Bill, the 1I0C UK
spokesperson added: CAB
is unconstitutional, which
has set fire in the North
Eastern states.

he new law, which
amends the Citizenship
Act of 1955, provides eligi-
bility for minorities from
neighbouring Afghanis-
tan, Bangladesh and
PaKistan to access Indian
citizenship. It has come
under severe criticism as
non-secular, sparking
widespread protests in the

North East of India.
— PTT

herself because of the
NRC,” he said. An officer
of the Jamalpur police
station said they suspect
it to be suicide, however, a
case of unnatural death
has been registered.

The body has been sent
for postmortem examina-
tion, he said, adding that
the family's claims are
being investigated.

Jamalpur  panchayat
samiti president
Mehmood Khan said that
he has heard that Shipra's
son didn’t have the docu-
ments and she killed her-
self as she was scared that
her son will be ousted.

However, the BJP rub-
bished the claims and a
local party leader said
Shipra used to have regu-
lar fights with her hus-
band as their financial
condition was very bad
and  she  committed
suicide after one such
quarrel. — PTI

MAHESH BHATT
JOINS PROTEST
AGAINST CAA

Mumbai, Dec, 15:
Filmmaker Mahesh
Bhatt on Sunday joined
a protest meet here
against the amended
Citizenship Act, and
said it is time people
unite to send across a
message that the coun-
try belongs to everyone.
The protest meet was
held at Rajgruha, the
house of Dr
Ambedkar in Mumha]
where Bhatt was joincd
by Congress leader
Sanjay Jha, among oth-
ers. “It's time for people
to stand up and say this
country belongs to each
one of us and it is the
might and will of each
one of us that has finally
found an expression...,”
he said. —P

L

against the amended legis-
lation clashed with police
which used batons and
teargas to disperse them.

“All other offices will
remain open as usual and
the closure of the univer-
sity is for the purpose of
reading and examination
only. The remaining exam-
ination will be conducted
after  05/01/2020,” the
Registrar said in a state-
ment. He said the schedule
for examination will be
notified later.

Earlier, AMU proctor
Prof Afifullah Khan had
said some security person-
nel were injured in brick-
batting near the gate.

PTI

REJECTS (M’S
REMARKS ON CAA

DC CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI, DEC. 15

Kerala Governor
Mohammad Arif Khan
has rejected the statement
of Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan that the
state will not implement
the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA).

Speaking to reporters at
Aluva near Kochi, Mr
Khan said every state has
a constitutional obligation
to implement the laws
passed by Parliament.

He said that the protest
and agitation against the
amendment are politically
motivated. “The amend-
ment does not target any
community,” he added.

The governor made the
comment even as the rul-
ing Left Democratic Front
led by the CPM and the
opposition United
Democratic Front (UDF)
headed by the Congress
are joining hands to hold a
joint protest in the state on
Monday against the
amendment. The joint
protest will begin from the
Martyrs Column at
Palayam
Thiruvananthapuram, the
state capital. The state is
set to witness a series of
agitations in coming days
with many of the activist
organisations and groups
also joining the protest
against the CAA.
statewide hartal has been
called by a slew of organi-
sations including several
Islamist outfits in the state
on Tuesday.

Kerala Governor

Protesters torch
Rly properties

From Page 1

The four districts are
Howrah, Murshidabad,
Malda and North
Dinajpur. ~ Of  these,
Murshidabad, Malda and
North Dinajur share a
border with Bangladesh.
'he subdivision areas are
Barasat and Basirhat in
North 24 Parganas, also
near the international
border, and Canning and
Baruipur in South 24

Parganas.
On Sunday afternoon,
the state government

declared its move after
reviewing the situation
that has turned from bad
to worse. “Under the cir-
cumstances, left with no
other alternative,
Internet services are
being temporarily sus-
pended in the districts of
Uttar Dinajpur, Malda,
Murshidabad, Howrah,
and parts of North 24
Parganas (Basirhat and
Barasat  subdivisions)
and parts of South 24
Parganas (Baruipur and
Canning subdivisions),”
it said.

West Bengal governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar, mean-
while, has summoned
state chief secretary
Rajiva Sinha and direc-
tor-general of police
Virendra to Raj Bhavan
on Monday morning.
“Taking note of highly
disturbing developments
in the state that seriously
compromise our constitu-
tional values and rule of
law, both the chief secre-
tary and director-general
of police have been called
upon to see me tomorrow
at Raj Bhavan at 10 am
and brief me on the situa-
tion,” he tweeted.

The state government

has complained that
“some externally
mobilised communal

forces (were) mn:]tmg vio-
lence and conspiring to
create disorder”. The dis-
trict magistrate (Malda)
has suspended the

Internet services for a 48
hours from 2 pm, sources
said. Murshidabad, the
worst affected district,
witnessed another round
of vandalism at three
railway stations —
Rejinagar, Manigram and
Sujunipara — where
armed protesters went on
a rampage and set rail-
way properties ablaze.
Sujunipara station was
set on fire.
Outnumbering the
Railway Protection Force
and police personnel,
they torched many rooms
lying empty at the rail-
way quarters. At least 10
RPF  personnel were
injured and three of their
vehicles were torched. In
Malda, at least two rail-
way stations — Bhaluka
Road and Chanchol —
were ransacked by the
demonstrators. While the
tracks were  derailed,
Chanchol station was set
on ire. At

Baishnabnagar, some
people tried to torch the
National Highway 34 toll
plaza.

Harishchandrapur, angry
people burnt tyres on
railway tracks. Birbhum
also saw protests and
road blockades. Akra rail-
way station in South 24
Parganas was vandalised
by a mob of 500 people
after burning tyres on the
tracks to block train
movement in broad day-
light. Late on Saturday
night Barrackpore’s BJP
MP came under attack
when he was returning
home in his car from
Kakinara in North 24
Parganas.

He alleged that a group
of armed men hurled
bricks on his car before
hurling bombs. Mr Singh
escaped unhurt. Alleging
there was no law and
order in the state, he
demanded th:
President’s  Rule be
imposed. Earlier, a state
BJP delegation met PM
Narendra Modi.
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JU(U) vice-preseident Prashan Kishor
says national wide NRC is the equivalent
of demonetisation of citizenship
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JMM and Congress
have no roadmap or
willingness to
develop Jharkhand
— Narendra Modi,

Prime Minister

[~ sHoRT _ TAKES |
10 YEAR-OLD

GIRL KILLS
CLASSMATE

Jaipur, Dec. 15: A 10-year-old
girl was sent to a juvenile
home here on Sunday for
allegedly killing her classmate
hitting her using an iron rod
after the two got into an argu-
ment over snatching a pen,
police said.

The girl’s parents were also
produced before court and
sent to jail for destroying evi-
dence by dumping the body of
the 12-year-old in an open
ground, Chaksu station house
officer Braj Mohan Kaviya
said.

On Saturday, all three were
arrested by police in the case,
he said.

The incident occured on
December 11 when the victim
went to the girl’s house after
school for getting her pen
back, but an argument led to a
fight, the SHO said.

The accused attacked the
other with an iron rod in
which the victim sustained
critical injuries on her head,
ribs and stomach leading to
her death, Kaviya said adding
that the girl’s parents were not
at home then.

MAN HELD FOR
RAPING, SETTING
WOMAN ABLAZE

Banda (UP), Dec. 15: A man
was arrested for allegedly rap-
ing and setting ablaze an 18
year-old woman in Uttar
Pradesh’s Fatehpur city, police
said on Sunday.

According to doctors, the
woman sustained over 90 per
cent burn injuries and her con-
dition was critical.

An FIR was registered on the
basis of a complamt lodged by
the woman’s family, and the
accused was arrested for rape
and attempt to murder,
Fatehpur SP Prashant Verma
said.

Additional Director General
of Police (Allahabad zone)
Sujeet Pandey said it was the
woman who allegedly set her-
self ablaze when a ‘panchayat’
did not approve of her rela-
tionship with a distant rela-
tive. Upset over the panchay-
at’s decision, the woman
rushed to her house and
allegedly set herself ablaze, he

aid.

Dlstnct Magistrate Sanjeev
Singh said that upon noticing
smoke, villagers rescued the
woman and took her to a local
community health centre.

Superintendent of Kanpur’s
Hallet Hospital R K Maurya
said, “The condition of the 18-
year-old  woman  from
Fatehpur is extremely critical.
She sustained over 90 per cent
burn injuries”.

‘GIVE BLANKETS
T0 COWS FOR
GUN LICENSE’

Gwalior (MP), Dec. 15: Want
to obtain a gun license in
Gwalior district of Madhya
Pradesh? Then donate ten
blankets for cows in a ‘gausha-
la’ to protect them from cold.

The orders on the new rule
for securing a gun license
were issued on Saturday by
Gwalior district collector
Anurag Choudhary, after visit-
ing a civicrun ‘gaushala’ in
Gola Ka Mandir area where
six cows died recently due to
‘excessive cold’.

He also visited a cow shelter
in Lal Tipara area, also run by
the Gwalior ~ Municipal
Corporation (GMC).

In June this year, Choudhary
had ordered applicants seek-
ing a gun license to plant trees
and shoot a selfie, while sub-
mitting an application.

“After visiting the cow shel-
ters, the collector ordered that
each seeker of a gun license
should donate ten blankets to
(either of) the two gaushalas.
Directives have been issued in
this regard,” said a Public
Relation Department officer.
The decision was taken to pro-
tect cows from cold, the officer
quoted the district collector.
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Maya slams Cong, Sena pact

BSP chief asks the grand old party to clear its stand on Savarkar issue

The Congress still does
not have faith in NCP

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 15

The Bahujan Samaj Party

(BSP)  chief umari
Mayawau hit out at the
Congress on Sunday over
the difference of opinion
between the Congress and
its new ally Shiv Sena
over Savarkar.

In a series of tweets on
Sunday morning, Mayaw-
ati said that the Shiv Sena
“supported the Central
government on the
Citizenship Amendment
Bill” and is now “intoler-
ant” of the Congress’s
opinion on Savarkar.

“Despite this, the
Congress s still support-
ing the Shiv Sena in the
Maharashtra government.
What is it, if not double
standards?” she said. She
further asked the
Congress to clear its stand
on the matter since the
party is supporting the
Shiv Sena in Maha-rash-
tra at the same time hav-
ing different views.

Mayawati's  statement
came a day after Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi,
while responding to the
government’s demand to
apologise for his “Rape in
India” remark, said that
his name is Rahul Gandhi
and not Rahul Savarkar.

After  Mr  Gandhi’s
Savarkar remark during
the “Bharat Bachao” rally
in New Delhi on Saturday,
Shiv Sena leader Sanjay
Raut  said that Mr
Gandhi’s statement was
“extremely unfortunate”.
Mr Raut tweeted that
there is “need to respect a
legend” like Savarkar.

In the recently conclud-
ed winter session of par-
liament Shiv Sena had
supported the Citizenship

BLOW T0 BJP,
2 7P MEMBERS
DEFECT TO BJD

AKSHAYA KUMAR
SAHOO | DC
BHUBANESWAR, DEC. 15

Dealing a body blow to
Bharatiya Janata Party
in Odisha, two of its
Zilla Parishad (ZP) mem-
bers from Bargarh dis-
trict who were allegedly
missing for quite some

days surfaced in
Bhubaneswar and
joined the BJD.

The development came
just as the party’s senior
leaders were busy at
state headquarters in
giving final touches to
the process for election
of district presidents.

he two ZP members
‘who joined the BJD are -
Parbati  Bhoi  and
Sushma Bhue.

Interestingly, the BJP
had on Saturday alleged
that the two ZP members
were abducted by the
BJD men by led by min-
ister Sushant Singh.

Along with - Parbati
Bhoi and Sushma Bhue,
seven other BJP ZP
members also surfaced
in Bhubaneswar and
said they all had
resigned from the party.

In the 2017 ZP polls in
Bargarh district, the
BJP had won 25 of the 34
seats and formed Zilla
Parishad council. With
resignation of nine ZP
members, the BJP has
almost lost the majority
in the council and its
president is likely to face
the no-confidence
motion. Speaking on the
matter, senior BJP
leader Pradip Purohit
said, “A conspiracy has
been hatched from the
Naveen Niwas (official
residence of disha
Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik) to divide the
BJP. The Zilla Parishad
members had won on
BJP tickets; and hence,
itis now a fit case for the
anti-defection law to
apply. We will move the
State Election
Commission soon.”

In another develop-
ment, the saffron party’s
Odisha in-charge Arun
Singh on Sunday
informed that the state
unit of the BJP will get
its new chief by the end
of December.

“The BJP district pres-
idents and state council
members will elect the
new party chief. We
can’t say who will be the
next president prior to
the election
process,” he said.
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PRASAD PATIL | DC
NAGPUR, DEC. 15

It appears that the Con-
gress still does not have
complete faith in its ally
of 20 years, the
NCP. While state Congress
leaders have managed to
establish extremely cor-
dial relations with chief
minister Uddhav
Thackeray, the party is
sceptical about the NCP
and its chief, Sharad
Pawar.

Two weeks into the Ma-
ha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
regime, Congress leaders
are saying that they find
Mr Thackeray a very rea-
sonable leader, but Mr
Pawar has been’ playing a
double game with the
Congress and Sena since
the beginning because of
which the alliance is fac-
ing many hiccups. “We
are confident that we will
complete a full term
under the leadership of
Mr Thackeray despite our
ideological differences. He
is a very reasonable
leader and accommodat-
ing of all-iance partners.
But none of us has the
same confidence about the

W THE MVA experiment
had almost failed when
NCP leader Ajit Pawar
suddenly joined hands
with the BJP.

NCP” said a senior
Congress leader on
Sunday.

The MVA experiment
had almost failed when
NCP leader Ajit Pawar
suddenly joined hands
with the BJP and he,
along with former chief
minister Devendra
Fadnavis, took oath as
deputy chief minister and
chief minister respective-
ly in the wee hours of
November 23.

However, the NCP chief
immediately ~ distanced
himself from his
nephew’s actions.

“All we know that Ajit
Pawar decided to support
the BJP after 8.30 pm on
November 22, President’s
Rule in Maharashtra was
revoked at 2 am and the
new government was swo-
rn in. These things did not
happen without the appro-
val of Prime Minister
Nar-endra Modi. But it is

also true that such a coup
cannot be carried out ove-
rnight. It was well
planned, and therefore it
was impossible that the
senior Pawar was
unaware of it,” the
Congress leader said.

An MLC, who was previ-
ously associated with the
NCP, also confirmed that
Ajit Pawar had switched
sides with the complete
knowledge of his uncle.

“The BJP did not blame
Ajit as the party knew
that he was made the

scapegoat,” the MLC
ded.

Another Congress
leader, who has also

worked in New Delhi, also
alleged that the Sena's
first attempt to form the
government on November
11 was thwarted by the
none other than the NCP
supremo.

However, state Congress
chief Balasaheb Thorat
denied the existences of
any misgivings among the
MVA constituents. He
said, “The MVA govern-
ment will complete its
five-year term under the
leadership of Mr
Thackeray.”

bill in the Lok Sabha after
it was tabled by Home
Minister Amit Shah.
However, the right wing
party had recused from
voting on the Bill in the
Rajya Sabha, allegedly in
an attempt to not severe

its ties with the Congress
in Maharashtra.

It has been less than a
month since the alliance
in Maharashtra between
the Congress NCP and the
Shiv Sena. Though a com-
mon minimum program

(CMP) has been put in
place but there have been
certain contentious
issues. These include the
position of the Shiv Sena
on the Citizen
Amendment Bill and the
issue of Savarkar.

MURMUR OF
RAHUL AS PARTY
CHIEF GAINS

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 15

After Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi took center-
stage in the "Bharat
Bachao" rally in New
Delhi on Saturday, mur-
murs in the party have
begun demanding his
return as party chief.

In the last couple of
days, several leaders,
including general secre-
tary organisation K.C.
Venugopal and chief min-
isters of Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh, have openly
said that Mr Gandhi is the
only alternative to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

Mr Gandhi had quit as
the Congress chief after
the Lok Sabha debacle in
May early this year. After
several attempts by lead-
ers of the Congress to
make Mr Gandhi continue
he refused to change his
stand. After a marathon
Congress orking
Committee meeting Mrs
Sonia Gandhi was made
the interim president of
the party. The controversy
over Ragul Gandhi's rape
remark has catapulted
him into the limelight
that was required. Also,
the direct attack on RSS
and Savarkar has brought
him back in the headlines.

Party sources say the
process for bringing
Rahul back as Congress
chief may now be acceler-
ated though there are
obvious hurdles that still
need to be streamlined.

Polllng officers carw EVM machines and other polling materials on the eve of the fourth phase of Jharkhand
Assembly Elections in Dhanbad.

J’khand fourth phase polls today

Ranchi, Dec. 15: The fate
of state labour minister
Raj Paliwar and land and
revenue Minister Amar

Kumar Bauri will be
decided in the fourth
phase of polling in

Jharkhand today.

Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) candidate Bauri will
lock horns with NDA ally
AJSU party nominee
Umakant = Razzak in
Chandankiyari seat while
the saffron party’s
Paliwar will contest JMM
candidate Hussain Ansari
in Madhupur constituen-
cy.

Jharia seat will witness
a direct fight between two
women candidates of the
same family.

The BJP has nominated
Ragini Singh, wife of sit-
ting saffron party MLA
Sanjeev Singh who is
behind the bars in the
murder case of his cousin
Niraj Singh of the
Congress.

The Congress has fielded
Niraj Singh’s widow
Purnima Niraj Singh in
the seat.

A total of 47,85,009 elec-
torate, including 22,44,134
women and 81 third gen-

der voters, are eligible to
cast their franchise in the
15 Assembly seats that are
going to polls in the fourth
of the five phases, state
chief electoral officer
Vinay Kumar Choubey
said on Sunday.

A total of 221 candidates,
including 23 women nomi-
nees, are in the fray in the
elections.

The highest number of
25 candidates will lock
horns in the Bokaro seat
while the least number of
eight nominees will con-
test the Nirsa constituen-
cy, he said.

Voting will commence at
7 am and end at 3 pm at
Jamua, Bagodar, Giridih,
Dumri and Tundi seats
while polling will contin-
ue till 5 pm in rest of the
constituencies, Choubey

said.

Polling will be held in
Deoghar (SC), Jamua (SC),
Chandankiyari (SC),
Madhupur, Bagodar,
Gandey, Giridih, Dumri,
Bokaro, Sindri, Nirsa,
Dhanbad, Jharia, Tundi
and Baghmara constituen-
cies spread across four
districts of the state.

Delhi Commission for Women chief Swati Maliwal hos-
pitalised after she fell unconscious at Lok Nayak
Hospital in New Delhi on Saturday.

—PTI

DCW chief faints,
taken to hospital

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 15

DCW chief Swati
Maliwal, who was on a
hungerstrike to demand
capital punishment for
rapists within six months
of their conviction, was
taken to a city hospital
after she fell unconscious
on Sunday morning.
When Ms Maliwal's con-
dition deteriorated on
Saturday night, doctors
advised her to go to a hos-
pital, but she refused to
budge.

On Sunday morning,
she was taken to the
LNJP Hospital after she
fainted. According to a
DCW member, she was
initially taken to the
emergency ward of the
hospital since she was
unconscious. Later, when

SHOOTER
WANTS TO HANG
DELHI RAPISTS

Lucknow, Dec. 15:
Shooter Vartika Singh
on Sunday wrote a letter
in blood requesting the
Centre to let her hang
the rapists convicted in
the Nirbhaya rape and
murder case.

In the letter, she has
sought permission from
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah to execute
the rapists.

Speaking to reporters
here, Singh said, “I have
a letter in my hand that
is written to Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah. T have written the
letter with my blood. I
have written that I
should be allowed to exe-
cute the convicts in the
Nirbhaya case. This will
reinforce the concept
that women are viewed
as goddesses in India.”

“This message should
g0 to the entire world.
The rapists should know
that in India, a woman
can execute them. I have
sent the letter through
registered post and also
tweeted it,” she added.

The shooter urged all
women soldiers, actress-
es, public representa-
uves and orgamsanons
to support her in carry-
ing out the execution.

She hoped that there
would be a transforma-
tion in the country with

a “different kind of soci-
ety” where women need
not live in an atmos-
phere of fear. PTI

® IN HER LETTER,
shooter Vartika Singh
sought permission
from Union Home
Minister Amit Shah to
execute the convicts in
the 2012 Nirbhaya
rape case.

she regained conscious-
ness, she refused to allow
doctors to put her on
intravenous fluids.

Ms Maliwal was shifted
to a special ward, where
she was put on intra-
venous fluids, he said,
adding that her condition
was stated to be stable. He
said the DCW chief's sup-
porters were stationed
outside the hospital.

Maliwal was on a
hungerstrike for over 10
days at the Samta Sthal
near Raj Ghat.

On Saturday, she wrote
to  Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to ensure
that Disha Bill, which
mandates disposal ~of
cases of atrocities against
women within 21 days
and handing out the death
penalty, is implemented
in the entire country.

Payal Rohatgi

PAYAL DETAINED
FOR REMARKS ON
NEHRU-GANDHI

Kota, Dec. 15: The
Rajasthan Police on
Sunday morning
detained Bollywood

actress Payal Rohatgi
from her Ahmedabad
residence for interroga-
tion in a case relating to
objectionable  content
against the Nehru-
Gandhi family on social
media.

The  actress was
booked by the Bundi
police under the IT Act
on October 10 for the
objectionable content
against Motilal Nehru,
Jawaharlal Nehru,
Indira Gandhi and other
members of the family.

e was served a
notice earlier this month
and told to furnish a
reply in this connection.

“Police on Sunday
morning detained Payal
Rohatgi from her resi-
dence in Amhedabad for
interrogation in a case
under the IT Act. She is
being brought to Bundi
for interrogation,” SP
Mamta Gupta said.

The SP said since the
actress was not cooper-
ating in investigation, a
police team was bring-
ing her to Bundi.

The SP said the actress
had not been “formally
arrested.”

“Our team was_there
(in  Ahmedabad) for
investigation in the case
against her but she was
not cooperating,” the SP
said. — PTI

Indore-based media baron Jitu Soni’s bungalows, hotels, offices demolished

Jeweller first victim of honey-trap scandal in MP

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY | DC
BHOPAL, DEC. 15

The ‘honey-trap’ scandal
of Madhya Pradesh,
unearthed a month ago,
following raids in the
houses of five women
here, has claimed its first
victim in jewel merchant-
turned-media baron Jitu
Soni of Indore in Madhya
Pradesh.

The high profile stature
he had in Indore has liter-
ally been razed to the
ground as his bungalows,
hotels and media office
were bulldozed by the
local administration.

The Kamal Nath govern-
ment says it is part of its
drive to demolish mafias

in the state. The ‘anti-
mafia drive’, incidentally,
came in the wake of the
tabloid, Sanjha Lokswamy,
owned by Mr Soni, run-
ning a series of articles
exposing the contents of a
video and an audio pur-
portedly seized during the
police raids from the hous-
es of the five women
allegedly involved in the
honey-trapping and black-
mailing scandal.

The articles had
unmasked a former minis-
ter and an influential
retired bureaucrat of the
state by exposing their
‘intimate relations’ with
one of the five women
accused in the honey trap
scam.

exposures  had

Jitu Soni

pressed panic button, par-
ticularly among a section
of influential babus in
Kamal Nath’s government
as the tabloid ran a social
media campaign warning
it would unmask the
erring babus and politi-
cians one after another.
Then, the crackdown on

Soni followed.

His two bungalows, three
hotels and his media office
were demolished and as
many as 42 cases, includ-
ing extortion and traffick-
ing in women, were filed
against him.

A bounty of 1 lakh was
also announced on his
head by police.

The tabloid stopped
appearing since December
8 when its office was
sealed by the police.

Indore range inspector
general of police Barun
Kapoor was removed from
his post in the wake of the
leak of the video and the

audio.
Around 4000 files con-
taining sleaze videos,

audios, and sex chats of
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some high profile people,
including  bureaucrats,
politicians and business-
men, were recovered from
laptops, pen drives and
other electronic gadgets
seized from the accused in
the honey trap scandal.

e hurricane like speed
with which the state gov-
ernment acted in the case
has raised many eye-

brows.

“I fully welcome the
drive against mafias in the
state. But, what about the
bureaucrats linked to the
honey trap cases?

Why no action has been
taken against them so
far?” asked former Lok
Sabha Speaker Sumitra
Mabhajan, a former
Member of Parliament

from Indore, while inter-
acting with media per-
sons.

Soni, who has been
‘absconding’, was in the
jewellery business inherit-
ed from his father in the
1990s.

He later entered the con-
troversial business of real
estate and then estab-
lished a chain of hotels.

He took over a newspa-
per from a Congress
leader in the late 1990s,
allegedly to expand his
influence in the city.

Soni was an ‘asset’ for
the Madhya Pradesh state
and central intelligence
agencies, for his alleged
contacts in the under-
world and satta bazaar
(illicit gambling).



