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TRINAMOOL MP MAHUA MOITRA’S PETITION

UIDAI to SC: Tender

expired, no plan to
hire agency for socia

media management

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 17

WITHITS plans to hire an agency
for social media management
coming under legal challenge,
the Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAI) on
Tuesday told the Supreme Court
that the tender floated for this
had “expired”, and it had no
plans to revive that.

The UIDAI communicated
this to a bench of Justices S K
Kaul and KM Joseph, which was
hearing a PIL by Trinamool
Congress MP Mahua Moitra
who alleged that the project was
intended for “mounting surveil-
lance on social media plat-
forms”.

The UIDAI said the tender
was put on hold till further di-
rections after the PIL was filed.

Moitra had earlier chal-
lenged the Information and
Broadcasting Ministry’s plan to
set up a social media hub.
Following the litigation, the
Centre had dropped the plan.

In the present case, UIDAI
told the court that the tender for
hiring the agency was floated in
2018 through the Central
Procurement Portal. It was
“never pursued further and had
automatically expired”. UIDAI
said it “neither has any plans to
revive the same tender nor is
floating similar tender again”.

In her plea, filed through ad-
vocates Mohammad Nizam
Pasha and Ranjeeta Rohatgi,
Moitra pointed out that UIDAI
had come out with a Request for
Proposal (RFP) inviting tenders

for this,and its “scope of work as
per the RFP” includes appoint-
ing a private agency and assign-
ing toit the task, inter alia, of em-
ploying a “Social Listening Tool”
to monitor social media plat-
forms.

Appearing for the petitioner,
senior advocate Abhishek
Singhvi had contended that the
“impugned RFP violates...funda-
mental rights guaranteed under
Articles 14,19(1)(a)and 21 of the
Constitution...the same aims to
mount surveillance on social
media platforms”.

The petitioner argued that
the tool was “an attempt by the
State to overreach the jurisdic-
tion of this Hon’ble Court in mat-
ters where legality of social me-
dia surveillance and Aadhaar
itselfis under challenge and this
Court is seized of these issues”.

The plea contended that
“through this back door, the
State through its agency is seek-
ing to aggregate this power of in-
formation about individuals in
its hands without authority of
law and without any correspon-
ding checks and balances on that
power in the form of a data pro-
tection regime. It is settled law
that the placing of unguided and
uncontrolled discretionary
power in the hands of the exec-
utive is violative of Article 14 of
Constitution.”

The plea stated, “While sur-
veillance by agents of the State
is itself violative of the right to
privacy, in this case, privacy of
the citizens is sought to be
placed at the mercy of non-state
actors, which reeks of manifest
arbitrariness.”

2002 AKSHARDHAM ATTACK

Court allows ‘prime conspirator’ to
stay in Kashmir for three months

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, DECEMBER 17

AN AHMEDABAD court on
Tuesday allowed Yasin Bhat, al-
leged to be the prime conspir-
ator of the 2002 Akshardham
Temple attack, to live in
Anantnag for a period of three
and a half months.

GULBERG MASSACRE
Trial court
acquits one after
prosecution fails
to determine

his identity

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, DECEMBER 17

A SPECIAL designated court for
trial of riot cases in Ahmedabad
on Monday acquitted an accused
of Gulberg society massacre,
Ashish Ranjag Pandey, on
Monday, largely on the ground
that the prosecution failed to de-
termine the identity of the said
accused.

The accused was charged un-
der IPC sections pertaining to
murder, attempt to murder, gan-
grape, unlawful assembly, riot-
ing, armed rioting, attack upon
particular community, defiling
place of worship, dacoity with
murder, arson, read together
with section 120B (conspiracy)
and provisions of the Bombay
Police Act.

Pandey was alleged by the
prosecution part of the mob
which ran havoc leading to the
Gulberg massacre and was
recorded as absconding in the
original previous chargesheets.

Pandey faced trial only after
he was arrested on January 9,
2018. A supplementary
chargesheet came to be filed
against Pandey in March 2018.
The court proceeded with fram-
ing charges in October 2018.

The court in its judgment
recorded that of the nine prose-
cution witnesses, all but one
supported the prosecution’s
case. The only one to not support
the case was a victim of the mas-
sacre — Taiyabali
Fakirmohammad Saiyed. The re-
maining witnesses were police
officers.

While three witnesses ad-
mitted that they had seen the ac-
cused with a pipein hand, it was
not substantiated further. One
witness identified the accused to
have participated in the mob
with a knife.

A special POTA court in
Ahmedabad in September had
granted regular bail to the al-
leged prime conspirator of the
2002 Akshardham Temple
attack, subject to several
conditions. One of which was
that he wasn’t allowed to
leave Ahmedabad city limits
without the permission of the
court.

UNNAO RAPE CASE

CBI points to crime’s impact on

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 17

THE CBI on Tuesday told a spe-
cial court that expelled BJP MLA
Kuldeep Singh Sengar must be
awarded the life sentence for
rape of a minor girl in Unnao,
Uttar Pradesh, and called ita case
of an individual’s fight against
the system.

The court had on Monday
found Sengar guilty of rape, and
under Sections 5(c) and 6 of
POCSO Act. His co-accused,
Shashi Singh, was acquitted af-
ter the court granted him bene-
fit of doubt.

CBI prosecutor Ashook
Bhartendu on Tuesday told the
court: “It was basically the fight
of an individual against the sys-
tem. Keeping in view the kind of
impact such offences have on the
society, the mindset of the peo-
ple, in this case the accused de-
serves maximum punishment.”

District Judge Dharmesh
Sharma adjourned proceedings
on quantum of sentence to
December 20 after arguments
remained inconclusive.

Kuldeep
Singh
Sengar

The court also sought a copy
on Sengar’s election affidavit to
ascertain assets he had declared
to decide the compensation to
be awarded to the victim.

During the arguments on
quantum  of  sentence,
Bhartendu cited several
Supreme Court judgments to
drive home the point that grav-
ity and seriousness of the of-
fence, and its impact on the soci-
ety, has to be looked into. Citing
a Supreme Court judgment, he
told the court, “Any liberal atti-
tude by imposing a meagre sen-
tence or too sympathetic a view
merely on the account on lapse
of time...may be counterproduc-
tive in the long run and against
societal interest, which needs to
be taken care of...”

He also said, “It has been
clearly and categorically laid
down by the Supreme Court by
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various judicial pronounce-
ments that gravity and serious-
ness of the offence and its im-
pact over society atlarge is to be
looked into.”

The CBI told the court that it
is the duty of every court to
award proper sentence regard-
ing the nature of the offence, and
the manner in which it was
committed. “It is expected that
the court would operate the sen-
tencing system so as to impose
such sentence which reflects the
conscience of the society and the
sentencing process has to be
stern,” Bhartendu told the court.

The victim’s counsel,
Dharmender Kumar Mishra,
told the court that she must be
awarded compensation, apart
from the one already awarded
by Supreme Court. Judge
Sharma said, “No amount of
compensation would repair her
injury.”

Sengar’s counsel, Tanvir
Ahmad Mir, told the court thata
minimum sentence must be im-
plemented. Reading out a list of
development work carried out
by Sengar in his constituency -
bridges, power plants, and pri-

‘A govt committed to democracy
has nothing to fear from dissent’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 17

INSTITUTIONS THAT are respon-
sible forimplementing the Right
to Information Act should not be
anything but completely au-
tonomous, Bombay High Court
judge Justice Gautam Patel said
on Tuesday.

“Agovernment committed to
democracy and the Constitution
has nothing to fear from infor-
mation and dissent,” he said.
“Any government that discour-
ages dissent and autonomy of
ideas is not a liberal govern-
ment.”

Justice Patel's comments on
the RTI Act came aday after Chief
Justice of India SA Bobde flagged
fears of abuse of the legislation
and indicated that the Supreme
Court could frame guidelines to
review its working.

Delivering the Vidhi Centre
for Legal Policy’s annual lecture,
Justice Patel spoke on

Justice
Gautam
Patel

Institutional Autonomy in
Democratic Governance. Senior
advocate Arvind Datar also spoke
at the event.

Justice Patel said that institu-
tional autonomy is not merely
desirable but fundamental to the
functioning of a democracy.
“Educational institutions have al-
ways been spaces for independ-
ence of thought and dissent. That
iswhy illiberal governments first
target educational institutions,”
he said.

Providing little or no auton-
omy to educational institutions
defeats the purpose of education
itself, he added.

Apart from offices of infor-
mation commissioners and ed-
ucational institutions, Justice

Patel cited environmental pro-
tection bodies such as the
Pollution Control Board and
Central Board for Film
Certification (CBFC) as among
the institutions that must have
institutional autonomy.

“Adjudication cannot be
done as per the palate of the rul-
ing government. Doing that
would be the very essence of fas-
cistregime and going away from
a constitutional mandate,”
Justice Patel said on the role of
CBFC. “Art is political. All art is
dissent. Art has value evenifitis
directly in opposition to the ide-
ology of the government.”

Justice Patel said that institu-
tions inademocratic republic are
often ignored. He also regretted
that the quality of discourse in
the countryis deteriorating. “The
Constituent Assembly debates
are an example of exemplary ci-
vility. Despite strong sentiments,
the tone remained measured
and debates were reasoned,” he
said.

4 booked after school students re-enact
Babri Masjid demolition in Karnataka

DARSHANDEVAIAHBP
MANGALURU, DECEMBER 17

KARNATAKA POLICE booked four
members of the management
committee of Sri Rama
Vidyakendra High School in
Kalladka town after its students
inaplay reenacted the demolition
of Babri Masjid as part of its Sports
Day programme on Sunday.

The school is owned by
Kalladka Prabhakar Bhat, who is
amember of the south-central re-
gional executive committee of the
RSS. According to Mangaluru po-
lice, a case was registered against
Bhatalong with Vasanth Madhav,
Narayan Somayyaji and
Chinnappa Kotiyan at the Bantwal
town police station on Monday
evening.

The police registered a case
based ona complaint filed by a PFI
leader Aboobacker Siddique.

Dakshina Kannada SP B M

Students re-enact the demolition of Babri Masjid as part of
its sports day programme at Sri Rama Vidyakendra High

School in Kalladka town.

Laxmi Prasad told The Indian
Express, “Four people from the
management committee of the
school are named in the FIR. The
case has been registered under
IPCSections 295A (Deliberate and
malicious acts, intended to out-
ragereligious feelings of any class

by insultingits religion or religious
beliefs)and 298 (Uttering, words,
etc., with deliberate intent to
wound the religious feelings of
any person)and the investigation
isin progress.”

Avideo clip of the play, which
went viral on social media, shows

more than a hundred students,
dressed in white shirts and saffron
dhotis and holding saffron flags,
rushing towards a poster of the
Babri Masjid as a narrator says in
Kannada, “They demolish the
structure with anything they can
get their hands on. With enthusi-
asm, Hanuman bhakts with
Hanuman'’s anger demolish the
Babri structure.”

The narrator then says, “Bolo
Shri Ramachandra ki jai! Bharat
mata ki jai!”, at which point the
poster of the Babri Masjid is
brought down by the students.

At this point, members of the
audience start cheering.

Present in the audience were
Puducherry Governor Kiran Bed;,
Union minister D V Sadananda
Gowda, Karnataka Minister for
Women and Child Welfare
Shashikala Jolle and other politi-
calleaders,who had beeninvited
as guests to the school’s annual
‘Kreedotsava'.

 society, wants life term for Sengar

mary health care centres, etc- he
argued that there was no blem-
ish on his career.

“Looking into his previous
conduct, depraved mentality is
not seen in prior conduct. For the
indictment and conviction in
such a scenario a minimum sen-
tence must be implemented,”
Mir told the court.

He also said Sengar is father
of two minor children and there
was no complaint against him
during his stay in Tihar jail.

The court had conducted
day-to-day hearings from
August 5 this year after the
Supreme Court transferred five
cases from the Unnao incident
to Delhi.

Sengar had raped the victim,
then 17,onJune4,2017.0n April
3,2018, her father was allegedly
framed in an illegal arms case
and arrested. He died in judicial
custody on April 9, 2018.

On July 28 this year, a speed-
ing truck rammed into the carin
which the victim, her two aunts
and their lawyer were travelling.
Her aunts were killed and the
victim and her lawyer were crit-
ically injured.

UP: Month after
‘rape’, youth
arrested; SHO

suspended for
delay in FIR

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, DECEMBER 17

ADAY after an audio recording of
a panchayat trying to allegedly
settlearape case was uploaded on
social media, a 20-year-old youth
was arrested on Tuesday for the
alleged crime against his 15-year-
old neighbour at a village in
Kushinagar last month.

A station house officer (SHO)
of the local police station con-
cerned was suspended for alleged
delayinfilinganFIR and arresting
the accused.

Further, Kushinagar
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Vinod Kumar has ordered an in-
quiry into reports that the pan-
chayat on December 6 tried to
hush up the rape case by paying
the victim’s family Rs 1.5 lakh.

Kushinagar police on Monday
lodged an FIR against the accused
oncharges of rape and intentional
insult with intent to provoke
breach of peace. Police also in-
voked the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POCSO)Act
the accused.

“The accused,a farmer, was
produced before a local court of
Lucknow which sent him to judi-
cial custody,” said a sub-inspector.

According to the complaint,
the incident took place on
November 21 when her parents
had gone out for some work. Her
father alleged that the accused
took the girl to his home and
raped her there. The victim re-
turned home and narrated the in-
cident to her parents, the father al-
leged.

Itis alleged that due to pres-
sure by villagers, the girl’s family
did not approach police. “Three
days later, the family reached the
local police station and filed a
complaint. They claimed that
when they returned from the po-
lice station, villagers again asked
them to compromise with the ac-
cused. On December 6, a pan-
chayat directed the accused’s fam-
ily topay Rs 1.25lakh to the victim
to settle the case,” said the SI.

The officer said the money
was not paid to the girl’s family.

Jagan moots multiple

state capitals for
decentralised growth

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, DECEMBER 17/

ANDHRA PRADESH Chief
Minister Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy
on Tuesday said that his govern-
ment was considering establish-
ing multiple capitals in the state
so that there is decentralised de-
velopment.

Making a statement in the
Assembly during a discussion on
Amaravati capital city, Jagan
strongly advocated decentralised
development. “The priorities of
the state should be in tune with
the aspirations of the people and
the option of multiple capitals
could be considered,” he said.

The CM's statement deals an-
otherblow to the possibility that
the YSRCP government could
continue to develop Amaravati
as the state capital, which former
CM N Chandrababu Naidu had
started building.

Jagan said that a committee
has been formed to decide on
the capital area region, and it
will submit its report in a cou-
ple of days.

“We have todiscussin the di-
rection of developing all the re-
gions and the concept of multi-
ple capitals too could be
considered. We can think in
terms of having three capitals —
- one being the legislative capi-
tal and the other two being an
executive capital and a judicial
capital. A reputed consultancy

UTTARAKHAND
DEHRADUN IS the
temporary capital of
Uttarakhand, with the
stateyettogeta
permanent capital 19 years
after its formation. There
have been demands from
several quarters to declare
Gairsain in Chamoli
district as the permanent
capital. It has been argued
that Uttarakhand was
formed as a hill state and
its capital should also be in
the hills.

The government has held
Assembly sessions in
Gairsain, too, where a
Vidhan Bhawan and
residential buildings are
being developed. However,
Dehradun has a Vidhan
Sabha, Secretariat, CMO.
Headquarters of state
bodies and regional
centres of several
Government of India
departments are also
based in Dehradun.

MAHARASHTRA
NAGPUR IS referred to as
Maharashtra’s ‘second
capital’, but it has no such
legal status. According to
former advocate general of
Maharashtra, Shrihari
Aney, “Nagpur was only
deemed to be the second
capital of Maharashtra as
per the Nagpur Pact of
1953 that led to Vidarbha
becoming part of

JAMMU AND KASHMIR
J&K may have become a
Union Territory, but it
continues to observe the
147-year-old practice of bi-
annual durbar move
between its two capital
cities, from Jammu to
Srinagar with the onset of
summer and vice versa in
winter. The tradition was
started during Dograrule
to avoid extreme weather

Andhra CM Jagan Reddy

firmwill give its reportand a de-
cision will be taken after dis-
cussing the details and logistics,”
he said.

Officials said that Visakha-
patnam — which has better civic
infrastructure — can be consid-
ered for the executive capital
without much investment, while
Amaravati can be retained as the
legislative capital and Kurnool
can be considered the judiciary
capital, which would lead to bal-
anced development.

Jagan said the previous TDP
government had broughtina
grand design of a capital city, de-
veloping 53,000 acres at a cost of
Rs 1.09lakh crore, but there were
many irregularities which the
House has discussed earlier. “But
as and when I have that kind of
amount of Rs 1.09 lakh crore, the
priorities of our government
would be different...,” he said.

Maharashtra in 1960. Since
Nagpur lost its status as
capital of erstwhile Central
Provinces & Berar, it was
declared the second
capital, where the state
government was supposed
to move once a year. Thus,
the winter session of the
state legislature is held in
Nagpur. It doesn’t have any
legal status as a capital.”

HIMACHAL PRADESH
AFTER COMING to power
in 1993, then CM
Virbhadra Singh started
the practice of a winter
sojourn in Dharamshala.
He would camp there fora
month in order to give
greater attention to lower
Himachal. The practice
was followed by successive
CMs and in December
2005, the Vidhan Sabha
held its winter session in
Dharamshala. Since then,
the winter session has
been held thereinan
Assembly complex builtin
2006. A mini-secretariat
was also built.

In 2017, the Congress-run
governmentissued a
notification declaring
Dharamshala the ‘second
capital’. The BJP soon came
to power and notification
isyet to be implemented.
The sojourn was also
discontinued. As of now,
only the winter session is
held in Dharamshala.

conditions and take the
higher rungs of admin-
istration to people in both
provinces. The practice
costs Rs 150 crore for
transporting files, equip-
ment, DA payment, etc.
Former CM Farooq
Abdullah during his tenure
in 1987 tried to stop the
practice, but withdrew
the decision after protests
by people.

‘Rare actor, highly intelligent, had logic to apply to character’

ATIKHRASHID &
DIPANITANATH
PUNE, DECEMBER 17

DR SHRIRAM Lagoo, who acted
in more than 100 Hindi and
Marathi films, around 40
Marathi, Hindi and Gujarati
plays, and directed a number of
Marathi plays, died in Pune due
to age-related complications.
He was 92.

Lagoo is most well known
for playing aretired and elderly
actor in Marathi play
Natasamrat, and a shy and
gullible teacher in V
Shantaram’s film Pinjara, apart
from his performances in
Jabbar Patel’s political dramas
of the 1970s.

“He was bedridden for
about a year. He was suffering
from age-related issues includ-

ing dementia. He passed away
at about 9.30 pm,” said Uday
Lagoo, his cousin. Doctors at
Dinanath Mangeshkar Hospital
said Lagoo had cardiac prob-
lems.

Born in Satara in 1927,
Lagoo did his schooling and
college in Pune. He enrolled for
medicine at B] Medical College
there, and went on to specialise
as an ENT surgeon from
London and obtain an FRCS
qualification. He worked as a
medical practitioner in
Tanzania before deciding to
take the plunge as a full-time
actor at age 42.

Before his debut in Vasant
Kanetkar’s play Ithe Oshalala
Mrityu, Lagoo was linked with
Pune’s Progressive Dramatic
Association and would work
there in various capacities
when time permitted. He soon

DR SHRIRAM LAGOO

1927-2019

started working on the silver
screen and came into the lime-
light with Pinjara. This was fol-

lowed by roles in political dra-
mas like Saamna (1974) and
Sinhasan (1979), both directed

by Jabbar Patel. He also did mi-
nor roles in Hindi films and in
1980 won a Filmfare Best
Supporting Actor award for
Gharonda (1980).

Lagoo was the first actor to
play the protagonist in V V
Shirvadkar’s epic Marathi play
Natasamrat. He played the role
of a celebrated actor who has
retired from public life but is
neglected by his family.

His last prominent appear-
ance on the silver screen wasin
Sandesh Kulkarni’s Masala
(2012), in which he played the
role of an aging perfume seller.

Jabbar Patel said, “Lagoo
was a rare actor. He was highly
intelligent and had logic to ap-
ply to the character. I can say he
was a modern method actor...
He was my guru and [ was di-
recting him, but he never gave
me the feeling that he was a

senior and I was a newcomer.”

Lagoo was closely linked
with late rationalist Narendra
Dabholkar’s  Maharashtra
Andhashraddha Nirmulan
Samiti (MANS). “He was a pillar
of support for my father when
he was building MANS. He be-
lieved in enlightened ideas and
was ready to pay the price for
his beliefs,” said Narendra
Dabholkar’s son Hamid.

Lagoo had also started an
award for theatre personalities
in his late son Tanveer’s mem-
ory. This year the award was
given to actor Nasiruddin Shah.

Condoling Lagoo’s death,
Union Information and
Broadcasting Minister Prakash
Javadekar said, “We have lost a
versatile personality. He was a
unique theatre actor who dom-
inated the silver screen and
created impact. At that same

time he was a social activist.”

Playwright Satish Alekar
said, “Lagoo’s acting calibre was
comparable with the best in
the world. He was to us what
Sir Lawrence Olivier and
Richard Burton were to the
West. He had been acting for
more than 50 years and created
a syllabus of performance on
stage, from his early work,
Natasamrat, to the recent Surya
Pahilela Manus, in which he
played Socrates at the age of 75
and used to deliver a 20-
minute monologue.”

Lagoo is survived by wife
Deepa, son Anand and daugh-
ter Shubhangi.

“His last rites will be per-
formed on Thursday. His re-
mains will be kept in
Balgandharva Auditorium’s
premise for people to pay re-
spects,” Deepa said.



