
T.S.S. SSIDDHARTH || DC
HYDERABAD. DEC. 18

The Biodiversity Flyover,
which was closed for pub-
lic use at the end of
November, will be
thrown open to the public
in another 10 days, said
Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation’s
(GHMC’s) commissioner
D.S. Lokesh Kumar, on
Wednesday.

The civic chief said that
a panel of four experts
formed to check the fly-
over’s construction and
design had given it a
clean chit. Their report
was given to the GHMC
and will be sent to the
state government, which
will then deliberate on

the flyover’s opening.
This, officials say, is
expected over the next 10
days.

“The design and con-
struction of the flyover
was studied, and the
experts found no devia-
tions. They suggested a
few measures to make it a
safe flyover. They opined
that the speed limit on the
flyover be restricted to 40
kmph,” the GHMC chief
said,

“They also said that
there must be continuous
monitoring of vehicular
speed. We will look to
place on-road signage of
the speed limits,” he said.

■ Page 33: GGHMC pplans vview
cutters oon fflyover
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Misty morning.
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday rejected a plea
by Akshay Kumar Singh,
an accused in the
December 2012 Delhi gang
rape and murder case, to
reconsider its 2017 verdict
upholding the death sen-
tence awarded to him and
three others.

Rejecting the plea seek-
ing a review of its May 5,
2017, judgment, a bench
comprising Justice R.
Banumathi, Justice Ashok
Bhushan and Justice A.S.
Bopanna said that no new
grounds have been raised
by the petitioner for recon-
sideration.

Pronouncing the judg-
ment, Justice Banumathi
said that all the con-
tentions in the petition are
what was argued before
the court in the course of
the hearing of the appeals
by the four convicts
against the High Court
judgment and were also
raised by the other three
accused — Mukesh,
Pawan, Vinay Sharma —
in their plea for reconsid-
eration of death sentence.

The court gave Akshay
Kumar Singh seven days’
time, as permitted, to file
mercy petition before the
President. Lawyer A.P.
Singh, appearing for the
convict, had sought three
weeks’ time to file a mercy
petition, but solicitor-gen-
eral Tushar Mehta told the
court that the permissible
time for filing a mercy
petition was seven days.  

Solicitor General Tushar

Mehta, appearing for Delhi
government, told the court
that there are some crimes
for which “humanity
cries” and the Nirbhaya
case was one of them. 

“There are some crimes
for which humanity cries.
On that fateful day, God
also must have held his
head in shame for two rea-
sons. First for not being
able to save the innocent
girl and second for having
created these five mon-
sters,” Mr Mehta said.

On July 9 last year, the
court had rejected review
petitions of the other con-
victs in the case.

■ Page 66: CCourt ffinds nno
merit iin rreview ppetitions

Rapist’s plea
for SC review
turned down
Court gives 7 days to Nirbhaya
convict to file mercy petition

RAVI RRANJAN PPRASAD || FC
MUMBAI, DEC. 18

In one of the biggest corpo-
rate developments of 2019,
the National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCL-
AT) has restored Cyrus
Mistry as executive chair-
man of the Tata Group and
reinstated him as a director
of Tata Sons and of three
Tata Companies.

Shares of Tata Group
companies fell after the
judgment and several

closed in the red.
Mr Mistry was removed

as the chairman on October
24, 2016 after helming the
Tata Group for over four
years. He was appointed in
2012, after Ratan Tata
retired. He was the sixth
chairman and only the sec-
ond, after Nowroji Saklatw-
ala, to not bear the Tata
surname. The NCLAT
order will take effect after
four weeks, the time win-
dow for the Tata Group to
appeal the judgment.

Setting aside a lower
court order, NCLAT also

quashed the conversion of
Tata Sons into a private

company from a public
firm and directed the
Registrar of Companies to
correct its record showing
Tata Sons as a public com-
pany. NCLAT’s 172-page
order also directed Ratan
Tata and nominees of the
Tata Trust to desist from
any decision that requires
a majority decision of the
Board of Directors or in the
Annual General Meeting.

■ Page 113: NNCLAT ffinds ffault
with rremoval pprocedure

Mistry reinstated as Tata Group head

■ Supreme Court
judges rejected the
review petition as no
new ground for
reconsideration was
raised in the plea. 
■ Though the con-
vict’s lawyer sought
15 days for filing a
mercy petition before
the President, the
court gave him seven
days time.

DC CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 18

Nationwide protests are
due to be held on Thursday
by different groups and
various political parties to
oppose the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act and Nat-
ional Register of Citizens
(NRC), and to express soli-
darity with the Jamia
Millia Islamia students
who faced police brutality
in New Delhi on Sunday.

In New Delhi alone, three
protest -cum-solidarity
marches will take place.
Protests are going to be
held in Bhubaneswar (at 10
am and 7 pm), Hyderabad
(10.30 am), Bengaluru (11
am), Kolkata (12 pm),
Bhopal (2 pm), Lucknow (2
pm), Nagpur (2 pm),
Chennai (3 pm), Mumbai (4
pm), and Pune (4.30 pm).

Actor Farhan Akhtar
tweeted a poster that gave
details of why the CAA and
NRC had to be removed,
and adding: “See you on the
19th at August Kranti
Maidan, Mumbai... The
time to protest on social
media alone is over.”

In New Delhi, the Left
parties have planned a big
protest from Mandi House

at 12 noon with a public
meeting followed by a pro-
cession at Shaheed Park.
All major leaders of the
Left parties will partici-
pate; while another protest
march will begin from Red
Fort and end at Shaheed

Park at Bahadur Shah
Zafar Marg. Besides, a
third protest-cum-solidari-
ty march will take place at
Jamia Nagar at around
11.30 am. “The students of
Jamia braved and stood up
in the most adverse situa-

tions. We can at least stand
in solidarity and send a
strong message,” said one
call for the solidarity
march at Jamia.

■ Page 77: SSecularism iis iin tthe
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Protests across India today

Students and activists protest against National Register of Citizens and Citizenship
Amendment Act at the Iqbal Maidan, in Bhopal, on Wednesday. — PTI

Solidarity marches will begin from 10 am across 10 cities

S.N.C.N. AACHARYULU || DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 18

Seeing an unexpected
political advantage in the
controversial Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA),
Telangana Chief Minister
K. Chandrasekhar Rao is
thinking of going ahead
with the municipal elec-
tions before Sankranti,
i.e., January 14, 2020.

The CAA along with the
National Register of Citiz-
ens (NRC) has turned the
popular mood against the
BJP-led central govern-
ment. Additionally, the
Telangana Rashtra
Samiti (TRS) got an
endorsement when the
four accused in the Disha
rape-murder case were
killed by the police in an
encounter.

The CM is mulling
quickly utilising the
advantage thrown up by
this combination and is
having intense discus-
sions with party leaders
and officials on holding
the municipal elections.
The campaign period
would be reduced to one
week with the amend-
ment of the relevant law.

Since the state govern-
ment has hiked Road
Transport Corporation
(RTC) fares as well as
electricity rates, the party
fears that delaying the
poll any longer may back-
fire as the voter’s mood
may swing back against
the government. The
opposition will also not
let an opportunity to put
the government on the
mat over the hikes.

Hence, the party thinks
this is the optimum time
for the poll. The Huzurn-
agar by-election came as a
shot in the arm for the
cadre, who will bring that
confidence to the munici-
pal elections. Sources
said the CM is likely to
finalise poll dates in the
next three days.

KCR WANTS TO
HOLD CIVIC POLLS
BY SANKRANTI

Bio flyover may
open in 10 days

SAMPAT SSAMRITAN || DDC
VIJAYAWADA, DEC. 18

People are advised not to
speculate on land and
property in the anticipa-
tion of real estate prices
going up in Visakhapa-
tnam, Kurnool and their
neighbouring districts in
Andhra Pradesh follow-
ing the state govern-
ment’s stated inclination
to relocate both the
administrative capital
and the High Court and
create new capitals. 

There is no guarantee
that such institutions will
continue or be relocated.

Soon after Chief Mini-
ster Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy announced in the
assembly his intention to
set up his secretariat in
the steel city and the High

Court in Kurnool, land
and property values are
speculated to go up.

Realtors say that when
the previous Telugu
Desam regime announced
the development of
Amaravati as the capital
in Guntur district, the
value of land and proper-
ty went up, with several
investors stepping in to
reap the benefits.
However, after the YSRC
assumed power and its
ministers openly opposed
developing Amaravati
further, land prices plum-
meted and investors lost
heavily. When the CM
announced his decision
on Tuesday, the value
plummeted further.

■ Page 55: RRevenge ppolitics
will hharm sstate: CCredai 

Don’t speculate on
AP capitals: Credai
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday sought
response from the Centre
on a batch of petitions
challenging the constitu-
tional validity of the con-
troversial Citizenship
(Amendment) Act that
provides for the grant of
Indian citizenship to ille-
gal migrants from
Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan belonging to
Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist,
Jain, Christian and Parsi
communities, but not
Muslims.

Seeking response from
the Centre, a bench, com-
prising Chief Justice
Sharad Arvind Bobde,
Justice B.R. Gavai and
Justice Surya Kant, fixed
January 22, 2020, as the
next date of hearing when
the court would consider
the plea for the stay of the
CAA which has been
described by the petition-
er as being contrary to the
provisions of the Constit-
ution. 

Fifty-nine petitions we-
re filed in the apex court,
challenging the CAA.

■ Full rreport oon PPage 77

SUPREME COURT
TAKES UP PLEAS
AGAINST CAA

Ratan Tata Cyrus Mistry
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Scenic Musi
MAUD Principal secretary Arvind Kumar visited OU College
for Women at Koti; asks officials to explore possibility of
linking historic gardens with Musi riverfront

Health centres are
being set up in

Mahbubabad as 
CM is keen

— Satyavathi Rathod, 
ST welfare, Women and Child 

Welfare minister

IN BRIEF

Drunk nabbed for 
killing his dad

Hyderabad, Dec 18: 
A 25-year-old man, who had
hit his father with a pestle in

a drunken condition and
called for an Ambulance was

arrested for murdering his
father. The incident hap-

pened on Tuesday and the
accused Vishnu, who slept

after hitting his father,
realised on Wednesday that

the old man had died. At
4.30-5 am, Hayathnagar

police received a call from
paramedics, who rushed to

Brundavan Colony to attend
a health emergency. They

said an elderly man died and
was lying in a pool of blood.

The call was made by the
Vishnu, who works as a

supervisor at a store in the
city. Ram Narsaiah, 52, a

painter hailing from
Suryapet was living along

with his wife and son Vishnu. 

Woman 
leaps to death

DC CCORRESPONDENT
Hyderabad, Dec. 18

A 30 year-old woman, mar-
ried to a techie, allegedly

jumped from about 120 feet,
from the 11th floor of an

apartment at Chandanagar
on Thursday. The woman

died on the spot with multi-
ple injuries and a case of

suspicious death was regis-
tered by the police.

According to Chandanagar
police, the couple Anubhav

Chitre and Priyanka
Srivastava, 30, along with

their 10 month-old son lived
at Aparna Lake Breeze

Apartments in Chandanagar.
The couple was living on the

11th floor (Flat no C1104).
Anubhav works as a techie in
the city while Priyanka was a
homemaker. A few days ago,
his parents also came to the
city and were residing at the

flat. At around 8.30 am
when, when Anubhav was

preparing to leave to work,
he learned about a woman

jumping from the apartment
who died. Along with the

others, he also went down-
stairs and identified the

woman as his wife Priyanka.
The police said, “The woman

went to the washroom and
jumped through the French
window. She fell down from
about 120 feet and died on
the spot.” A case of suspi-

cious death has been regis-
tered for a probe, the police

added.

ACB FILES CASE AGAINST SIDDIPET
ADDITIONAL DCP FOR BENAMI ASSETS
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 18

The Anti-Corruption Bureau
has registered a case against
Siddipet Additional DCP
(Law and Order) Govindu
Narsimha Reddy, for possess-
ing disproportionate assets.
The official earned huge
assets by corrupt and dubi-
ous means, said the ACB. On

Tuesday, the ACB registered a
case and subsequently car-
ried out searches at the office
and the residence of G
Narsimha Reddy, and his
benamis and other family
members including one
Perikiti Madhusudhan
Reddy, at Siddipet,
Hyderabad, Mahabubnagar,
Shadnagar and
Ayyavaripalle.

TS lawyers face off at HC
Two sides of HC gates present contrasting views over CAA & NRC
VUJJINI VVAMSHIDHARA
| DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 18

Mild tension was pre-
vailed on Wednesday at
outside of the Telangana
High Court, when the
two groups of advocates
staged the demonstra-
tions in support and
against the  implementa-
tion of Citizenship
Amendment Act and
NRC legislation.

On one side of High
Court gate,  some of the
advocates vehemently
opposed the CAA and
NRC. On the other side,
some others supported
the legislation of CAA
and demanded the NRC
Bill. However, the peace-
ful demonstrations con-
cluded in short time,
after giving slogans and
demanding their con-
tentions.

Stating that the legisla-
tion of CAA was  against
the basic structure of
Indian constitution and
secular ethos of the
nation, the advocates
staged  the protest
against the CAA and
extended the support to
the students of Jamia
Milia Islamic University.
Advocates  Mr.
Afzaluddin Dakhani,
Massiuddin, the organiz-
ers of the protest told
that the law  should not
be enacted on  religious
classification. Mohd.
Valilur- Rahman and
other advocates said that
the  law makers should
keep in mind that the
rule of law should be
equal to all and no one to
be discriminated on the
basis caste, religion ,
race and sex.

Another group lead by
K. Karuna Sagar and
Janardhan Goud said
that the new Citizenship
Amendment Act was not
against to any communi-
ty and any religion, who
are natives of India.
They said some  persons
and  parties  were trying
to  politicalise the issue.
‘No  person, who was
born in India, whether
Hindu, Muslim or
Christian, would  not be
effected with the CAA,
only this Act was related
to illegal immigrants’,
Mr. Janardhan Goud
said. 

Telangana lawyers hold a protest march against the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) outside the High Court in the Old City on
Wednesday. (Right) Their colleagues under the banner of ‘Advocates for Nation’ celebrate the passage of CAA by distributing sweets. 

Students of Nizamia Tibbi (Unani) College boycott classes in protest against putting effect
the controversial amendments in the Citizenship Act in the city on Wednesday.

Nizamia Tibbi students
protest for Jamia cause
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 18

Students of Nizamia
Tibbi (Unani) College,
Hyderabad, on
Wednesday, demonstrat-
ed against putting into
effect the controversial
amendments in the
Citizenship Act. Unani
students extended their
support to the students
of Jamia Millia Islamia
and Aligarh Muslim
University who were
brutally attacked by the
law-enforcing agencies.

Students boycotted the
classes at noon and held
a march in the college
premises, raising slo-
gans against the Modi
government and Delhi
and UP Police. Unani
Medicine students
expressed their anguish
over the assault on the
agitating students of
Jamia Millia Islamia and
Aligarh Muslim
University. They
demanded a high level
inquiry into the inci-
dents of high-handed-
ness by Police in the

above said universities.
Zubair Alam, an UG

student, said "The Modi
government wants to
divert the nation's atten-
tion from the core issues
confronting citizens to
non-issues. The amend-
ments carried in the
Citizens Act are inhu-
man, irrational and
unconstitutional." He
argued that envisaging
infiltrators of particular
communities from

Pakistan, Bangladesh
and Afghanistan is noth-
ing but admitting that
our security personnel
who are guarding our
borders failed to check
intrusion. 

These amendments are
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l
because they violate
Articles 5, 10 and 14. The
CAA is not only against
Muslims but also against
the Dalits and adivasis
as well, including
Hindus.

He said "Modi and
Amit Shah want to
destroy the India. They
are implementing the
Hindutva agenda. This
will hamper the social
fabric of India. We will
not ready to queue for
submission of docu-
ments to prove our
nationality. We are doc-
tors and we do not just
treat physical diseases
but also know how to
treat mental ailments.
Both leaders are suffer-
ing from mental prob-
lems. They want to
divide the people of the
country."

POLICE DENY
PERMISSION 
FOR RALLIES
ATHER MMOIN || DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 18:

South Zone police
denied permission for
organizing rallies in
protest against CAA and
NRC near Charminar.

Left parties and others
changed the venue to
Exhibition grounds in
Nampally. Meetings with
different groups are
being conducted to
spread awareness about
CAA and NRC and the
need to reject them.

The Left parties and its
front organizations have
planned to take out a
rally from Charminar to
Exhibition grounds on
Thursday.

Former Member of
Rajya Sabha, Mr Aziz
Pasha said the purpose
of the rally was to
oppose the Union
Government’s action,
but the Police denied
permission for a peace-
ful rally from
Charminar.

Secretary AWAAZ Mr
Mohammed Abbas said
the police allowed them
to organize a rally from
Exhibition grounds to
Telugu University, Nam-
pally. Likewise Amarat e
Millat e Islamia was also
denied to hold protest
programmes on
Thursday. Tehreek Mus-
lim Shabban planned a
public meeting, while
Amarat wanted to pro-
test at Dharna Chowk,
Indira Park.

TMS President, Mr
Mohammed Mushtaq
Malik said ‘we had
applied for an indoor
meeting, which was ear-
lier denied by ACP Asif-
nagar Mr Siva Maruti,
but the Commissioner of
Police, Hyderabad Mr
Anjani Kumar has
granted permission in
the night.’

Moulana Mohammed
Hussamuddin Sani Jafar
Pasha Ameer Amarat e
Millat e Islamia said a
meeting scheduled on
Thursday at Media Plus
auditorium, Gun Foun-
dry was also cancelled.

■ ■ STUDENTS boy-
cotted the classes
at noon and held a
march, raising slo-
gans against the
Modi government
and Delhi and UP
Police

■ ■ THEY demand-
ed a probe into
the incidents of
high-handedness
by police in Jamia,
Aligarh univs

Conjoined twins
set for SSC exam 

YOUTH HELD
FOR ROBBING
TWO TECHIES
DC CCORRESPON-DDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC 18: 

A 23-year-old man,
who stole valuables of
two Infosys employ-
ees after taking a lift
on their bikes, was
arrested by the
Ghatkesar police on
Wednesday. The
accused had with-
drawn Rs 30,000 from
the bank accounts of
the victims using
WiFi debit cards. On
December 8, B Vinay
Kumar, a techie with
Infosys while on his
way to office on his
bike, saw a stranger
waiting on the road at
Annojiguda bridge.
On his request, Vinay
offered him a lift.

He realised that his
wallet containing Rs
3,500 cash, and a 
WiFi debit card,
which can be used
without a PIN, was
stolen. When he
received a message
that Rs 16,600 was
debited from his
account. A similar
complaint was filed
by another techie A
Sudheer.

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC 18

For conjoined twins
Veena and Vani, who
are to write their SSC
exams early next year,
the question is
whether they will be
given a separate place
to sit and whether
they will require two
hall tickets.

SSC exams are
scheduled for March
2020. The conjoined
twins live in a home
run by the women and
child welfare depart-
ment. They have been
taught at the home.

K. Jhansi, district
officer, Hyderabad,
who is taking care of
the twins, said the

education depart-
ment has been
approached about the
problem and the
application has been
filed for the SSC
exams. “The depart-
ment’s officials have
stated that they will
speak to the govern-
ment health officers
and accordingly
decide. The girls will
also require a sepa-
rate place to write
their exams. The time
for the exams will
also have to be decid-
ed for them.”

Their parents
Murali and Naga-lak-
shmi, are daily wage
workers from
Beerusettigudem vil-
lage in Warangal. 

Conjoined twins Veena and Vani

ASTROGUIDE
Vikari: Dakshinayana

Tithi: Margasira Bahula Ashtami till
9.22 pm

Star: Uttaraphalguni till 10.33 pm
Varjyam: 6.45 am to 8.16 am; 6.27

am to 7.58 am (Friday)
Durmuhurtam: 10.23 am to 11.07 am;

2.47 pm to 3.30 pm
Rahukalam: 1 pm to 3 pm

HIJRI CALENDAR
Rabi-ul-Aker 22,1441 AH

PRAYERS
Fajar: 5.35 am

Zohar: 12.23 pm
Asar: 4.10 pm

Maghrib: 5.52 pm
Isha: 7.06 pm

SUNSET TODAY 5.46 PM
SUNRISE TOMORROW 6.41 AM

MOONRISE TOMORROW NA
MOONSET TODAY 12.34 PM

COUNTER POINT
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Late fee
Last date of payment of exam fees for Inter students
has been extended to December 30 with a late fee of
`3,000, says BIE secretary Syed Omer Jaleel 

There is a proposal to
synchronise traffic

signals from JBS to
MGBS.

— Lokesh Kumar
GHMC chief

IN BRIEF

GHMC PLANS
VIEW CUTTERS 

ON FLYOVER
From Page 1

Also, there was a suggestion
on setting up of view cutters
— sheets of metal or asbestos
used to shield the flyover or
stop motorists from peering at
things around flyovers—- as
the high-rises around the fly-
over could prove to be a dis-
traction.

“We are talking to the police
to levy heavy fines on people
speeding or driving rashly on
the flyover,” he said.

The civic body is also
mulling plans to have barri-
cades in a zigzag manner on
the flyover, during non-peak
hours, so as to prevent speed-
ing.

It may be recalled that the
Indian Road Congress (IRC)
had issued guidelines that
three lanes should maintain a
width of 3.5 metre x 3.5 metre.
Further, at steep curves, in
order to prevent accidents, a
width of 3.5 x 5.5 should be
maintained. However, these
vital parameters were com-
promised by the civic authori-
ties due to land acquisition
issues.

When contacted, Chief
Engineer R Sreedhar refused
to comment and slammed his
phone down.

A major accident took place
on November 23 after a speed-
ing car travelling on the
newly-opened flyover lost con-
trol and fell off the bridge,
damaging two cars under-
neath the flyover, killing a
woman, and injuring six oth-
ers.

Separately, the civic body
plans to establish pedestrian-
friendly junctions in the city.

“We have already asked offi-
cials to identify 10 kms in each
zone which would be made
pedestrian friendly. We will
come up with 54 new Foot-
Over-Bridges, and 3,000 new
parks with toilet facilities,”
said Kumar. 

T.S.S. SSIDHARTH || DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 19

It is not just ‘Make in
India,’ rather ‘Making
in India for the world.’ 

Not just offset,
Hyderabad has evolved
by leaps and bounds as
the preferred low-cost
alternative manufactur-
ing location.

The city has not just
embraced the concept of
‘Make in India,’ it is
proactively making in
India, for the world, said
minister for industries
and IT. K.T. Rama Rao.
Speaking at the US-
India defence ties con-
ference at Taj Krishna
on Wednesday the min-
ister said: “The city is
the largest and most
strategic location for
defence establish-
ments.” Adding weight
to his statement, he said
that fuselage of the US
presidential helicopter
is manufactured in the

city. “I am glad that the
US wants to maintain
relations with India at a
more local level and not
just the national level.
There are several states
in India that have the
capability of manufac-
turing defence products;
Telangana is the fastest
growing state amongst
them,” he said.

And that’s not all. US
and Indian companies
are already collaborat-
ing in the co-production
of C-130 transport air-
craft, F-16 fighter planes
and Apache helicopters
at joint facilities in
Hyderabad.

While the growth rates
have gone down this
year,  he said that there
would be good times
right around the corner.
“There is an abundance
of skilled talent, cou-
pled with the schemes
launched by the state
government to promote
start-ups and MSMEs,”

he said. With the TS-
iPass, many major com-
panies have set up their
units in Hyderabad,
including Amazon and
the state will soon turn
into a defence hub since
over 12 defence, 25 aero-
space and Boeing com-
panies are present in
the city, said Rama Rao.

“The first ever tri-
service military exer-
cise between India and
the United States, held
in November called
Tiger Triumph and held
at the Port of
Vishakapatnam in
Andhra Pradesh was a
delightful experience. 

Hyderabad has a lot to
offer to the defence sec-
tor. There is a lot of
potential here where we
can find developers,
engineers for our soft-
ware and materials as
well,” said Joel Starr,
deputy assistant secre-
tary from the US depart-
ment of state.

It’s tech age 

It is never too late, as 88-year-old Annapurna Garu, shows while taking this
selfie, along with grand-daughters from her two sons, Annapurna and Sraavya
at a wedding ceremony in Hyderabad on Wednesday.  

ATUL KARWAL 
APPOINTED 
NPA DIRECTOR 
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 18

The Union Government
on Wednesday appointed
a senior Gujarat Cadre
IPS officer Atul Karwal,
as Director of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel
National Police
Academy. Atul Karwal, a
1988 batch IPS officer, is
currently posted as
Additional Director
General of Central
Reserve Police Force
(CRPF).

Close to a month’s
time, the post was
vacant as the previous
Director of the Police
Academy, Abhay, a 1986
batch IPS officer, was
posted as Director-
General of Police of
Odisha. 

The Appointments
Committee of the
Cabinet (ACC) has
approved the proposal of
the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) for the
appointment of Atul
Karwal and subsequent-
ly issued orders.

IT SLEUTHS 
SURVEY MITTAL’S
MANSIONS
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD DEC. 19

The assessment wing of
the income tax depart-
ment, Hyderabad region,
carried out a survey of the
business and residential
premises of industrialist
Raghunath Mittal in
Hyderabad and Adilabad
districts on Wednesday. 

The survey was reported-
ly taken up as part of an
exercise to detect new tax
payers and a proper assess-
ment of the tax liability of
a tax payer. Mittal is the
owner of Raghunath
Agrotech, one of the
biggest manufacturers of
cotton bales in the country.

This morning, separate
teams of income tax offi-
cials arrived at the
Banjara Hills residence of
Raghunath Mittal and car-
ried out the survey of his
properties. 

It is learnt that the offi-
cials also went through
certain documents.
Simultaneously, another
team went to a premises in
Adilabad district where
the company's soya extrac-
tion plant is located. 

Raghunath Agrotech has
as many as seven ginning
factories spread across
Telangana State and
Maharashtra.

IT minister K.T. Rama Rao shares a lighter moment with deputy assistant sec-
retary, US State Department, Joel Starr as US Consulate general Jeol Riefman
and principal secretary IT department Jayesh Ranjan watch at the Indo-US
defence ties conference in Hyderabad on Wednesday. — DEEPAK DESHPANDE

POWER | SHUTDOWN
10 am to 12 pm: Madhura
Nagar SR Hospital Sanjeeva
puram Srinivas Nagar.
12 pm to 2 pm: Garonda
Triveni, Vasavi majestic seven-
hills estate, Gandhi Medical
College and boys hostel,
Giridhar Homes, Sunnatal
Jannat.
3 pm to 5 pm: Jayachandra
Enclaves, Indian Gas, Sri
Padmavathi Residency, Hima
Bindu residencey, Food Mart. 

Millet good for
kids growth

MEET ON INFO SYSTEM
SECURITY IN BANKING 
Hyderabad: The 15th International
Conference on Information Systems
Security (ICISS 2019) has been organ-
ised by the Institute for Development
and Research in Banking
Technology (IDRBT). The main focus
is on disseminating the latest
research in Information and Systems
Security in the banking sector.

Speaking at the inauguration on
Wednesday, Dr A.S. Ramasastri,
director, IDRBT, said, “IDRBT with
its unique mandate laid the founda-
tion for digitisation of the financial
sector in India by providing a safe
and secure India network on par
with international standards.”

KANIZA GGARARI || DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 19 

Millet based mid-day
meals can boost a
child’s growth by 50 per
cent in three months,
according to a study of
1,500 children in
Karnataka which was
released by Niti Ayog
today.

ICRISAT scientists
who have been part of
the research say that
improvement in the
children was noted in
terms of weight and
also length. An increase
in height was noted in a
few subjects as the
nutritional intake by
the body improved.

Millets also provide
good stamina which
allows children to be
physically active.

The findings of the
study were released
jointly by Prof Ramesh
Chand, Member, Niti
Aayog, and Dr Ashok
Dalwai, Chair,
Empowered Body,
Doubling Farmers’
Income, Government of
India, in New Delhi.

Millets are being prop-
agated as a substitute
for rice. Improvement
in millet farming was
carried out by ICRISAT
as it is a crop which
does not require too
much water. With the
changes in climate and
the water scarcity, mil-

lets are being presented
to farmers as a good
option. The mid-day
meal in Karnataka was
a part of the ‘Smart
Food’ study where the
acceptance and impact
of millet based mid-day
meal was studied.

“It is not good enough
just to say we are going
to add millets to the
meal,” said Dr S.
Anitha, a nutritionist at
ICRISAT and the
study’s corresponding
author. “The type of
millet, its variety, how it
is cooked and the foods
it is combined with are
some of the key ele-
ments that can make a
difference in nutrition.
For instance, the
amount of iron avail-
able in a meal can be
doubled by selecting the
right variety of millet.
This is the first known
scientific study of mil-
let based meals in a
school feeding pro-
gramme.”

The researchers gave
children in the study
meals of idli, khichdi,
upma and bisibella bath
in which rice was
replaced by pearl millet
(bajra), ragi (finger mil-
let) or little millet
(kutki). The anthropo-
metric measurements
at the end of the feeding
programme were com-
pared with that of a
control group.

Hyd is now a global producer: KTR

TS to be defence
production hub

ADITYA CCHUNDURU || DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 19

As scientific disciplines
go, the field of ‘Deep
Learning’ is but an infant.
However, it will soon have
a disruptive effect on the
field of drug design,
experts say. 

They were speaking at a
panel discussion as part of
the ongoing international
conference on high per-
formance computing in
Hyderabad on Wednesday.

Deep learning, a subset
of machine learning, func-
tions by imitating the
workings of the human
brain to process large
amounts of data. The arti-
ficial neural networks
used in these functions
have neuron nodes con-
nected together like a web. 

This enables deep learn-
ing systems to process data
in a non-linear manner,
unlike traditional pro-
grammes which do so in a
linear way.

The panel experts on
Monday, which included
members from both acade-
mia and industry, said
deep learning has proven
instrumental in areas such
as modelling protein struc-

tures, human genome
interpretation for person-
alised medicine and under-
standing host-pathogen
interactions (HPI).

Devapriya Kumar, associ-
ate professor and head of
the centre for computa-
tional natural sciences and
bioinformatics (CCNSB) at
IIIT, Hyderabad, said, “For
long, if one had to design a
drug for a particular pur-
pose, we took existing com-
pounds which might be
close to what we want and
performed experiments on
them. We would eventually
arrive at a synthesised
compound that has the
properties we want.
However, using deep learn-
ing functions, we can tell
the computer what proper-
ties we want in a drug and
it would arrive at a com-
pound itself.”

Kumar explained that
computing models can also
help predict how easily
these drugs can be synthe-
sised on a large-scale basis.
“After all, it isn’t enough
for us to have a compound
that does what we need it
to do. It should be easy to
produce for commercial
viability,” he added.

Gopalakrishnan Bulusu,
principal scientist at TCS

Innovation Labs,
Hyderabad, said deep
learning could be used to
understand the human
genome better. “We still do
not have a clear under-
standing of how many
pathogens infect hosts
such as a human body. We
need more data and we
need to process this data
properly as well. Deep
learning functions can
help in these aspects,” he
said.

‘Deep learning’ in drug
design is such a new field
that around the world,
there are only 200 startups
working on it. Most phar-
maceutical giants have
started to work in this field
but there too the activity is
in the nascent stage.
Speaking with Deccan
Chronicle, Kumar said,
“Three years ago, this
industry didn’t exist. In
fact, the number of start-
ups, which is 200 today,
was only 80 six months
ago.”

Kumar admitted there
was a long way to go before
India is considered a major
player in the field. “Most
activity in deep learning
in India has been in the
field of medical diagnos-
tics.”

‘Deep Learning’ picking
up fast in India: Experts
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For safety
Lighting on ORR, signages of toll-free numbers and
surveillance cameras have to be installed for 
security and safety, says DCP Traffic Vijay Kumar

10th DAY CEREMONY

GOPALDAS AMRUTHA BAI
W/o Late Shri Gopaldas Deen Dayal

DOB: 01-02-1942      DOD: 11-12-2019
10th Day Ceremony (Dasha Dina
Karma) will be held on Friday Dec. 20th,
2019 at Dilkusha Function Hall,
Akberbagh, behind Govt. Printing Press,
Malakpet, Hyd,, 12.00 noon onwards.

Inserted by:
Rajkumar Chiluka (Son-in-law)

Pramod Dayal (Son)
Ramasree Chiluka (Daughter)

Subod Dayal (Son)
Mobile: 9246576516

SHRADHANJALI

Sdn. SUNITA KAUR CHAWLA
(Daughter-in-law of Late Mahender Singh Chawla)

(W/o Satpal Singh Chawla)
Left for heavenly abode on 15th Dec. 2019

In Grief:
Late Sd. Gurpal Singh Chawla & Family

Gurbhej Singh Chawla,
Rajender Singh Chawla,
Surender Singh Chawla,

Hardeep Singh Saluja (Amaravathi)
Kirpal Singh Ajmani (Biaora),

Manjeet Singh Sethi, Swaran Singh Sethi,
Sandeep Singh Chadha (Mumbai)

Ranjit Singh Chhabra & Families

(S/1920/D01451)

BHOG & ANTIM ARDAS

Sdn. SUNITA KAUR CHAWLA
(Daughter-in-law of Late Mahender Singh Chawla)
Left for heavenly abode on 15th Dec. 2019
Programme at Gurudwara Sri Guru Singh
Sabha, Guru Nanak Marg, Afzal Gunj,
Hyderabad on Thursday 19th Dec. 2019,
12.00 noon Sampathi Sri Akhand Path Sahib
12.00 to 1.30 p.m. Keertan & Antim
Ardas, followed by Guru Ka Langer.

In Grief:
Mata Rampyari Kaur Chawla (Mother-in-law)
Sardar Satpal Singh Chawla (Husband)
Miss Tejpreet Kaur Chawla (Daughter) 

(S/1920/D01450)

2nd DEATH ANNIVERSARY

MAJOR GANESH SUBRAMANIAM
DOB: 20.12.1961  DOD: 19.12.2017

You will be loved and cherished
forever in our hearts.

Miss by all Family Members
Contact: 9866277852, 8008277577

(S/1920/D01456)

FOURTH DEATH ANNIVERSARY
I will dwell in the House of the Lord forever

Psalms 23:6

RAYMOND CLIFFTON WARREN
DOB: 14-08-1958      DOD: 19-12-2015

Gone from sight but never out of memory
eternal rest grant unto him O Lord and
may his soul rest in peace.

Inserted by: His Loving Wife 
Karen Warren and Loved Ones

(CA-3106)

5th DEATH ANNIVERSARY
... “The dead in Christ shall rise
first” 1 Thes 4:16.

Late Mr. DAMARA DEVADANAM
DOB: 16-08-1925 DOD: 19.12.2014
Your life is a blessing
Which we are daily missing
Your memories are a treasure
That are missed beyond measure

Inserted by:
Children, Grand Children &

Great Grand Children.
(S/1920/D01448)

Mr. T.A. HANSRAJ
Retd. Member Secretary, RRB.

Expired on: 17-Dec-2019
Funeral Tomorrow 19-Dec-2019

Starts from our residence to
Bansilalpet Crematorium @ 12 noon.
Residence: Plot # 108, Jyoti
Colony, Secunderabad-500015

Ph: 040-27740468
Inserted by: Family Members.

(S/1920/D01449)BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE

Mrs. PIDAKALA LILLIAN PRAMELA
W/o Major Pidakala Lionel Roy (Retd)

Inserted by:
Daughter                 Son-in-law

Linda Ragini           Prem Swarup
Grand Sons:

1. Abhishek Caleb  2. Abhinav
Bro-in-law, Sisters-in-law, Nephews,

Nieces, Relatives and Friends.

(B/1920/D00161)

I shall dwell in the House of the Lord
forever. - Psalms 23:6

Mrs. ANNIE CHANDRIKA RAO
M.A. B.Ed. (PGT-English, Kendriya Vidyalaya)
W/o. V. Azariah Babu - Syndicate Bank

24.09.1957           19.12.2013
“You have gone away from us but the
memory of you will cherish in our hearts
always and forever.”
Deeply Missed & Fond Remembered

by Family members

(A/1920/D00086)

OBITUARY

We mourn the sad demise of 
SULBHA PATHKI
D.O.D: 13.12.2019

Ex-Principal of
Sri Vidya Secondary School

Inserted by:
Management, Staff, Students of 

Sri Vidya Secondary School
(B/1920/D00163)

4th DEATH ANNIVERSARY

SOJI JOSEPH
DOB: 14.1.1972         DOD: 19.12.2015
Our hearts are full of memories with
pride we speak your name. Though life
goes on without you, it will never be the
same. Remembering always.

Inserted by:
Sorrowful Wife: Reji Soji Joseph

Son: Tevin Soji Joseph

(B/1920/D00162)
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A 26-year-old man, who
raped and killed his
friend’s wife on the pre-
text of collecting money
hidden in an isolated
place in Ramayampet of
Medak district and
dumped her body in a
lake, was arrested by the
police on Wednesday.

The accused is a notori-
ous criminal. He was ear-
lier arrested in two cases
of murder. In the latest
incident, he took the vic-
tim on her bike for the
90km-ride to Nizamabad,
where he raped and
throttled her.

On December 13, the
Ramayampet police
recovered the body of a
woman in a highly
decomposed state. A case
of murder was regis-
tered for the probe. They
shared the details with
their counterparts and a
missing case was also
registered at Nizamabad

police station. The rela-
tives of the victim identi-
fied the body. Then the
police verified the call
data records and also
searched for the missing
scooter of the deceased
woman, which led the
investigators to suspect
the role of N Arun
Kumar, 26, a native of
Saddupally village in
Dichpalll, who was in
regular touch with the
victim. Arun, who was
on his way to Hyderabad
from Nizamabad on a
bike, was intercepted at
Damacherla and taken
into custody for ques-
tioning.  His grilling
revealed shocking infor-
mation about his crimi-
nal past. Accused of

murder at Armoor, Arun
had escaped from the
police in 2016, after
which his third wife left
him. Later, he was arrest-
ed by Nizamabad (Rural)
police in a case of rob-
bery. After release from
jail, Arun moved to
Hyderabad and worked
as a caretaker.

In 2018, while working
as a caretaker, he had
killed an elderly woman
at Trimulgherry and was
arrested again.
Meanwhile, he was con-
victed for escaping from
police and was lodged at
Chanchalguda central
prison for one and a half
years. Just about two
months ago, he secured
bail and went to

Saddupally. While attend-
ing Court proceedings,
Arun came in contact
with one Raju. A few
days later, Arun learned
that Raju was arrested by
Kamareddy police. 

On December 2, Arun
met Raju’s wife at a
Court. A day later, he gift-
ed a TV and household
articles to her. Three
days later, on December
5, he met the woman and
convinced her to accom-
pany him to a place
where he had hidden
some money, and the
same evening, he killed
her. “The accused took
her to an isolated place
on the outskirts of
Kocheruvu in
Ramayampet. Mid-way,
he purchased a steel rod
and also bought a
sweater for the woman,
as she was feeling cold.
There, the duo had an
altercation, as Arun was
not able to find anything.
He then raped her,” the
police said. 

Rapist and murderer
held in Nizamabad 
Accused is a notorious criminal wanted in several cases

DC CCORRESPONDENT
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In a fresh controversy,
two-time BJP MLA
from Goshamahal con-
stituency Raja Singh’s
name figures in the
rowdy-sheeter dossier
of the Manghalhat
police. Raja Singh as a
rowdy-sheeter. If
social media buzz is to
be believed, the BJP
MLA’s name appeared
in the 24th place.

Reacting sharply to
this, Raja Singh
released a video stat-
ing that he was deeply
pained. 

“When my karyakar-
tas were summoned to
the police station, one
of them noticed my
name and informed
me. I felt pained. I am a
two-time MLA
engaged in public
service. The
Telangana police

opened a rowdy-sheet.
I wonder if I am an
MLA or a rowdy-
sheeter. There several
MLAs and ministers
within the TRS who
were earlier booked as
rowdy-sheeters. Will
the Telangana police
name them? Will the
police conduct further
investigations against
them,” he questioned
in the video that has
gone viral. 

The Manghalhat
police said they are
looking into the issue
and cannot comment
at this point. 

Raja Singh was
named as a rowdy-
sheeter in 2006 when
he was not an MLA, a
senior police officer
told Deccan Chronicle.
There are at least 43
cases pending cases
against the BJP MLA
in Telangana and
other states.

Raja Singh named
rowdy-sheeter?

VUJJINI VVAMSHIDHARA
HYDERABAD, DEC. 18

The Telangana High Court
on Wednesday has issued
Form-1 notice to  Gampa
Govardhan, MLA,
Kamareddy Assembly  and
along with the Principal
Secretary of Revenue and
District Collector of
Kamareddy to appear
before it, for going ahead
with the construction of
the TRS Party office in
Kamareddy, even though
the HC has restrained the
State from constructing the
TRS party office in private
property land.  

Justice Challa
Kodandaram was dealing
with a contempt case filed
by N. Pratap Reddy and
another  from Kamareddy,
alleging that the TRS party
office is being constructed
in their property, despite of
court orders to do not con-
struct.  An extent of Ac.1-20
guntas land of the petition-
ers located in  Vadloor vil-
lage of Kamareddy district
was identified by the
Revenue Officials for the
purpose of construction of

the TRS party office.
Opposing such a move,
both the petitioners had
filed a  Petition , in which
the Court directed the
authorities not to interfere
with the petitioners’ prop-
erty. 

Even though there was an
interim order, the construc-
tion of the TRS party office
is going on, aggrieved by
the action of the State, the
petitioners filed a
Contempt Case. The Judge
issued Form-1 Notice to
Somesh Kumar, Principal
Secretary of Revenue,
Satyanarayana, the District
Collector, K. Rajender
Kumar, RDO of Kamareddy
revenue division, MRO  of
Kamareddy and Gampa
Govardhan directing them
to appear before the court
in four weeks. 

TRS MLA gets HC
rap over land grab

DC CCORRESPONDENT
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A self-styled spiritual guru
and a serial offender was
arrested by the SR Nagar
police for cheating a
woman to the tune of Rs
2.75 lakh.

The accused E. Kumar
Girish Singh, who runs
‘Advaita Spiritual Recharge
Center for Excellence’, had
withdrawn money from the
victim’s account without
her knowledge.   “The

accused used to lure
women in the name of
pujas. He used to make
them believe that he can
treat illnesses by doing
some rituals,” the S R
Nagar police said.  

In the past, Girish Singh
was arrested for duping
people to the tune of Rs 60
crore by asking them to
invest in his shell compa-
nies and multi-level mar-
keting schemes promising
them high returns in a
short period. 

Spiritual conman
held for cheating 

● The accused took the victim on her bike,
raped and throttled her to death
● The accused had burnt her Aadhar card,

mobile phones, driving licence, and the
vehicle registration certificate while going
to Nizamabad on the victim's scooter

WASH is a mission 
of commitment of

collectors for 
Clean India

— Dr Tamilisai Soundararajan
Governor

IN BRIEF
Tip helps cop nab

chain snatcher
Hyderabad: A tip from a citi-

zen who had seen a vehicle
used by a snatcher on social

media helped the police to
nab a male offender wanted

in four cases of chain-
snatching. 

The police recovered prop-
erty worth Rs 2.5 lakh from
the accused and rewarded

the citizen. 
Accused Pallapu Venkatesh,

25, a car driver from
Dilsukhnagar, is a school

dropout.  Two gold chains
weighing 65 gms, 

a bike, Rs 8,000 cash 
were recovered. 

Pervert HM
suspended 

Hyderabad: A headmaster of
Mandal Parishad Primary

School at Marigadi village in
Jangaon mandal was sus-

pended after allegedly mis-
behaving with girl students.
After the parents of the stu-

dents complained against
the headmaster B Balu, the

District Education Officer
(DEO) asked for an enquiry
into the matter by the MEO. 

Based on the report, he
issued orders suspending the

headmaster on Wednesday.
The incident came to light
when one of the students

complained to her parents
regarding his behaviour.

Several other girls too 
said they had faced 

similar embarrassing 
experiences.

District Education Officer
(DEO) S Yadaiah said they
have taken action against

the headmaster acting 
on complaints by the 

parents and the enquiry by
the MEO. Parents of students

staged a protest outside 
the school.  

● The Telangana High
Court has restrained
the state government
from constructing the
TRS party office in a
private land but the
TRS MLA went ahead

HYDERABAD DDEC. 118
PD Act has been invoked
against a property offender
under Rein Bazaar police
station. Sohail Ali, 31,
rowdy-sheeter, was
invovled in theft of mobile
phones, two-wheelers, lap-
tops.  — DC

PD Act invoked
against thief
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Telangana’s Finance
Minister T. Harish Rao
told the Union Finance
Minister that she must
address the current
slowdown in the econo-
my, and it is imperative
to empower states in
terms of both financial
resources and autono-
my as states are the
drivers of economic
activity.

Speaking at the pre-
budget meeting of
finance ministers with
Union Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in New
Delhi on Wednesday,
Mr Harish Rao made
several suggestions to
address the current
economic slowdown.

He said that with the
exception of macroeco-
nomic policies, much of
the action in develop-
ing both physical and
social infrastructure

and providing an
i n v e s t o r - f r i e n d l y
ecosystem lies with the
states. The current eco-
nomic slowdown was
unique, he pointed out,
in that while inflation
was low and external
imbalances were mod-
est, the decline began
with a loss of confi-
dence not among for-
eign investors, but
among the country’s
domestic investors and
consumers.

“The growth has been
hit more by domestic
developments such as
stalled investments,
improper implementa-
tion of the GST, col-
lapse of the NBFC sec-
tor, higher rates of
unemployment result-
ing in decline in con-
sumption and high non-
performing assets in
the public sector banks
resulting in low credit
growth,” Mr Rao said.

Maintaining that one
of the main concerns

today is decelerating
growth of GDP since
2016-17, he pointed out
that “from 8.2 per cent
in 2016-17, the growth of
GDP decelerated to 7.2
per cent in 2017-18 and
further to 6.8 per cent
in 2018-19”. The growth
of GDP in the second
quarter of the current
year (2019-20) was just
4.5 per cent, the lowest
since 2013, he added.

He also pointed out
that there are a number
of concerns with
regard to the imple-
mentation of GST
which need to be
addressed urgently to
restore the trust
reposed by the states in
the Union. States
agreed to the introduc-
tion of GST even at the
cost of their autonomy
for the sake of tax har-
mony across the coun-
try. He said GST has
subsumed 31 per cent of
the gross tax revenue of
the Centre.

DC CCORRESPONDENT
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Rejuvenation of both
Krishna and Godavari
rivers is crucial to meet
the drinking and irriga-
tion water needs of
Telangana State, said
Telangana agriculture
minister S. Niranjan
Reddy.

Participating in the
stakeholders’ consulta-
tion meeting for prepa-
ration of a Detailed
Project Report (DPR) of
Godavari and Krishna
rivers here in the city,
the minister said due to
changes in the climate
water scarcity has been
increasing globally
year by year.

“It is unfortunate that
the country is looking
at other issues when it
is facing acute shortage
of drinking water and
also unnecessary use of
plastic. The Krishna
and Godavari waters
have been polluted by
discharge of sewage

into the rivers,” he
said.

While expressing his
happiness at the
Centre’s decision to
rejuvenate both
Krishna and Godavari
rivers, he emphasised
the need to improve
water quality through
sustainable interven-
tions rather than tem-
porary measures.

Emphasising the need
to protect these rivers
from environmental
challenges, Mr Reddy
quoted Mahatma
Gandhi when he said,
“Nature provides for all
our needs but not for

our greed. We must
come up with an action
plan by involving all
stakeholders to protect
both the rivers.”

The meeting was
jointly organised by the
Institute of Forest
Biodiversity (IFB) and
Institute of Wood
Science and
Technology (IWST) in
collaboration with the
Telangana State Forest
Department.

After the meeting,
talking to this corre-
spondent, Mr Reddy
said that the DPR
would be prepared by
the Institute of Forest
Biodiversity (IFB) with
the collaboration of the
Union Ministry of
Environment, Forests,
Science and
Technology, and the
Agriculture, Horticu-
lture and Forest depart-
ments of Telangana.

The project will be
funded by the Centre
and the state govern-
ment will execute it.

From Page 1 

Thus realtors and
investors advise the peo-
ple not to invest big
money in land and prop-
erty anticipating huge
returns as it is not sure
that how long such insti-
tutions will continue as
the next government may
change its mind. 

The state government’s
move drew flak from vari-
ous sections as it the relo-
cation involves tax-pay-
ers’ money to settle politi-
cal scores and undo acts
initiated by the previous
regime.

AP Credai president
Chigurupati Sudhakar
said: “The state govern-
ment may lose its credi-
bility if it goes ahead
with unilateral decisions
by practising politics of
revenge. The state will
lose heavily with no
investor finding interest
to set up industry given
the volatile nature of gov-
ernment, resulting in no
new jobs and causing
social unrest and even
breakdown of law and
order. We appeal to people
not to invest huge money
as they may suffer a simi-
lar fate to those who
invested in Amaravati.”

LAND VALUE 
● CM Y.S.  Jaganmohan
Reddy is blamed for cre-
ating a volatile situation
only to ensure that
investors, industrialists,
realtors and others move
to Hyderabad money as
governance in Telangana
is relatively stable.
● Land value in villages
before the announcement
of Amaravati was `30-40
lakh per acre. Afterwards,
it became `1 crore to
`1.50 crore. It has now
plummeted.
● Land value at Bhimili
Road in Visakhapatnam
was `15,000 to `30,000
per square yard. After the
announcement, it has
risen to `50,000. It is
expected to rise further if
the state government ini-
tiates steps to build it.
● Regional disputes may
surface again as some
areas are getting devel-
oped while others are
ignored.
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For Farmers
Minister for agriculture S. Niranjan Reddy
said Telangana is spending around `70,000
crores every year for welfare of farmers.

I welcome Chief
Minister Jagan’s

decision on three
capitals

— T.G. Venkatesh
BJP MP

IN BRIEF

Suspended IPS
trainee moves CAT 

Hyderabad: Suspended IPS
probationer K.V Maheshwar

Reddy submitted before the
Central Administrative
Tribunal (CAT) that his

explanation was not taken
into consideration by the

Union home ministry,  before
axing him from the service.
His counsel submitted that
the director of  IPS training

Academy at  Mussoorie
gave a memo and obtained

an explanation from K.V.
Maheswara Reddy, after his

wife had complained against
him. The counsel further said

that, however, they did not
know whether or not, the

director informed the same
to the National Police

Academy and union home
ministry. 

Regulate liquor
sale in TS: Mallu

Hyderabad: Congress
Legislative Party (CLP)

leader Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka has demanded
that the state government

regulate liquor sales. He
warned the state govern-

ment that if it did not do so,
a mass movement will built

up against the rampant sale
of liquor in the state.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on Wednesday, he

accused Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao of pro-

moting the sale of liquor
because he was dependant

on the tax on liquor. 
“It is unfortunate that the

chief minister has made
Telangana dependent on

excise revenue and has
increased liquor rates as the

state is facing a financial
crunch. This has made the

state administration depend
on the excise revenue to run

the affairs of the govern-
ment,” Mr Vikramarka

alleged.

CM’s Christmas
treat tomorrow
Hyderabad: Minister for

Minorities Welfare Koppula
Eshwar on Wednesday con-
ducted a final inspection of

the Lal Bahadur Stadium
that will host Chief Minister,
K Chandrasekhar Rao's din-

ner on Friday. He was
accompanied by officials of

various departments. Around
8,000 invitees will be

attending the dinner, which
will also be attended by
Bishops and clergy from
Christian organizations. 

Later, he said, “The govern-
ment has been hosting the
event on a grand note for

the last five years.”
This is to show our solidari-

ty towards our Christian
brethren”. 

‘Produce arrested
Chaitanya activists’

Hyderabad: The Division
Bench of High Court on

Wednesday directed  the
police to produce D.

Devendra, M. Swapna and
M. Sandeep of Chaitanya

Mahila Sangam before it by
Thursday. The three were
arrested on Wednesday.

Anitha,  president of
Chaitanya Mahila Sangam of

Warangal challenged the
detention and filed petition

in HC.

Heartfelt condolences or photo-op?

When a Member of Parliament or an MLA goes to visit a family of a rape vic-
tim to express condolences, offer support and handover some financial
assistance, people expect them to show empathy, sincere condolence and
show genuine sadness on their part. Telugu Desam Lok Sabha member of
Parliament from Guntur, Galla Jayadev, instead focuses only on the camera,
while the handout is given with condescending disdain, while Guntur west
MLA M. Giridhar looks on, to the parents of a minor rape victim at their resi-
dence, in Guntur city on Wednesday. — DC PHOTO

TS to tap rivers
for water needs
‘KG rejuvenation can solve water crisis’

Harish gives his piece of
mind to FM on economy

Mudasarlova in Port City
may house AP secretariat 

Realty bites Vizag: No
spike in property deals
N. VVAMSI SSRINIVAS || DDC
VIJAYAWADA, DEC. 18

There have been no abno-
rmal trends in property
transactions in Visakhapat-
nam district ever since
Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan-
mohan Reddy took over
reigns of the state. That may
not be the case any more
with the CM announcing his
grandiose plan of setting up
executive capital in
Visakhapatnam.

The overall scenario of
property transactions even
registered a negative growth
compared to the previous
financial year. The number
of transactions came down
by 1,500 and revenues drop-
ped by 1.5 per cent till
November this year when
compared to the correspon-
ding period of the previous
year.

However, there has been a
spurt in property transac-
tions in the first two months
of the new regime in city
outskirts like Pendurthi,
Anandapuram and
Gajuwaka. In fact, these
areas have witnessed high
value property transactions.

Property transactions

gained significance agai-nst
the backdrop of the YSRC
and the TD levelli-ng
charges of insider tra-ding
against each other.

The YSRC showed docu-
mentary evidence in sup-
port of its allegation that
former Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu, his rel-
atives and TD leaders pur-
chased lands around
Amaravati before it was
picked as capital. The TD, on
the other hand, has not pro-
duced any evidence so far
but made similar accusa-
tions immediately after Mr
Reddy announced his inten-
tion.

Official sources told
Deccan Chronicle that the
revenue from registration of
properties in the district is
still 30 per cent short of the
targeted revenue of `550
crore. “Knowing the CM
well, one can’t suspect insid-
er trading because he is very
secretive and will not give
much importance to
whether his party leaders or
close followers make money
out of his moves on the cap-
ital,” a close associate of his
pointed out. Unlike his
father, YSR, who allowed his

close relatives and party
men to indulge in land
transactions before the
announcement of major
projects like ORR and Fab
City, his son is way smarter. 

“In fact, Jagan doesn’t
allow his relatives to make
money and invite criticism
from the Opposition,” said
another associate of the CM.

A close look reveals that
Pendurthi witnessed trans-
actions of high value prop-
erties. Though a number of
documents registered saw
minimal growth of about 50
per cent, the revenue growth
was about 40 per cent in
June and 50 per cent in July.
After some lull, the transac-
tions picked up in November
when the revenue too went
up by `1.5 crore.

Similarly, in Ananda-
puram area, revenue almost
doubled and crossed `10
crore in July, compared to
last year. Again, in Novem-
ber, the revenue went up by
`1.25 crore in November. In
Gajuwaka, there was abnor-
mal increase in transactions
in June when the revenue
went up by almost `2 crore.
It, however, saw a declining
trend afterwards.

S.N.C.N. AACHARYULU || DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 18

If Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy decides to locate the
state secretariat in the
“executive capital”,
Visakhapatnam, it will like-
ly come up in Mudasarlova
near Pendurthi, 25 km from
Visakhapatnam city. 

After the chief minister
announced that there will be
three capital cities, the topic
of discussion has been in
which city will the state sec-
retariat be located -
Amaravati or
Visakhapatnam. Sources
close to the CM say that he
will decide after getting the
expert committee’s report. 

On the instructions of the
CM, government lands in
various parts of
Visakhapatnam city have
been identified as possible

sites. There is no need to
acquire any private land as
about 500 to 600 acres of gov-
ernment land is available in
and around Visakhapatnam. 

At first it was suggested
that the secretariat be con-
structed in Visakhapatnam
port lands. 

But later the area was

found to be polluted and,
moreover, the state govern-
ment would have to
approach the central gov-
ernment for allotting the
port land. 

Mudasarlova, just 25 km
away from the city, was felt
to be the best option as it
takes just 30 minutes to get
there from the city. 

Some senior officials have
suggested that it is better to
let the secretariat remain in
Amaravati along with the
Assembly, Legislative
Council and Raj Bhavan. If
the secretariat is located in
Visakhapatnam, employees
will again have to shift from
Amaravati to
Visakhapatnam after mov-
ing from Hyderabad to
Visakhapatnam earlier.
Amaravati would also be
more convenient for the CM
who has constructed his
own house in Tadepally.  

REVENGE POLITICS
WILL HARM STATE:
CREDAI 

ANDHRA PRADESH

■ ■ TS agriculture minis-
ter S. Niranjan Reddy
said that the DPR
would be prepared by
the Institute of Forest
Biodiversity in collabo-
ration of with Union
environment ministry,
and the agriculture,
and forest departments
of Telangana State.

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 18

BJP state president Dr K.
Laxman has charged that
the Congress, TMC and
TRS are spreading ven-
omous disinformation
about Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA).

Addressing a press con-
ference here on
Wednesday, Dr Laxman
alleged that they all were
trying to create fear among
Muslims in the name of
CAA. He clarified that the
Act is to protect minori-
ties, who took refuge

unable to withstand
hounding in Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Banglad-
esh. 

He said that the repeated
assurances given by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah that CAA nei-
ther takes away rights of
any Indian nor is against
Indian Muslims, the
Congress party is trying to
foment violence for its
political gains. 

He wanted to know from
TRS if wants Indian citi-
zenship to Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan. 

The BJP leader con-
demned the decision of
TRS government to oppose
CAA in Parliament when
the Bill is not against
Indian citizens. As many
as 15, 000 illegal immi-

grants are taking shelter
in Hyderabad in the name
of refugees and their pres-
ence is surfacing whenever
terror incidents take place
in the country. They have
to leave from Hyderabad,
he averred. Dr Laxman
said the BJP would launch
an awareness programme
across the state against the
disinformation campaigns
by the Oppostion parties.

The party would also
organise meetings with
intellectuals and educa-
tionists highlighting the
importance of CAA and
allay the fears of Muslims.

BJP slams TRS, Cong for anti-CAA stand
■ ■ The BJP leader
condemned the deci-
sion of TRS govern-
ment to oppose CAA
in Parliament.  Mr
K.Laxman wanted to
know if the state
government would
accord Indian citizen-
shp to Pak PM

Career Chronicle

■ ■ ÁROUND 600 acres
of government land is
available in Vizag and
thus there is no need
to acquire any private
land for the secretari-
at. The chief minister
will decide after get-
ting the expert com-
mittee’s report.

■ ■ CM had announced
that there will be
three capital cities.
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Maritime relations
With the formation of a new government
in Colombo, Navy Chief Admiral Karambir
Singh will visit Sri Lanka from today

Situation along LoC
can escalate any

time. We need to be
prepared

—Gen Bipin Rawat
Army chief

IN BRIEF

Taj Mahal faces 
shortage of tokens 

Agra: Facing a shortage of
tokens for entry to the Taj

Mahal, which was affecting
tourist footfall in the

Mughal-era mausoleum, the
Archaeological Survey of
India has ordered 15,000
more of these magnetic

coins. Explaining the possi-
ble reason for the shortage

of tokens, superintending
archaeologist, ASI (Agra

Circle), Vasant Kumar
Swarnkar said on

Wednesday that the tourist
guides buy extra coins in

anticipation of getting more
customers but either forget

to return the unused coins
or loose them. 

Narrow escape for
Nagpur mayor

Nagpur: Nagpur mayor
Sandip Joshi had a narrow

escape when two motorcy-
cle-borne persons fired at

his car on Wardha Road
here, a police official said on

Wednesday. The incident
took place just around mid-
night on Tuesday when the

BJP leader was returning
home along with his family
members and friends after
celebrating his 24th wed-

ding anniversary at a restau-
rant here, he said. More than

30 of his friends attended
the celebration and they all

were returning in 10 to 15
vehicles, with Joshi driving

the mayor’s official car.
Joshi’s SUV was the last in
the cavalcade and when it
reached a junction of the

Outer Ring Road and
Wardha Road, two motorcy-

cle-borne persons, who were
behind the car, fired three

bullets at the mayor’s vehi-
cle and fled.

PRIYANKA
GANDHI HITS

BACK AT MODI
Pakur (Jharkhand), Dec.
18: Congress general secre-
tary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
on Wednesday sought answers
from Narendra Modi on
CNT/SPT Acts, starvation
deaths and ‘divisiveness’, a
day after the Prime Minister
threw challenges to Congress
on Citizenship, Article 370 and
Triple Talaq.

She also attacked the Prime
Minister on economic slow-
down, Citizenship Act,
National Register of
Citizenship and alleged
assaults on women in differ-
ent parts of the country.

“From Bhognadih Modiji
gave some challenges to
Congress. From here (Pakur),
on behalf of the people of
Jharkhand, I would like to
challenge the Prime Minister.
Modiji speak about Santhal
Pargana Act; tell about starva-
tion deaths in Jharkhand;
Answer about unemployment;
Tell about rape of women..say
about corruption.

“For whom are you Prime
Minister? Are you Prime
Minister of the country or
‘batwara’ (division) ka Prime
Minister,” she asked.

Toddler put in
washing machine

Chandigarh: Spurned by a
man she wanted to marry, a

woman allegedly killed his
two-year-old nephew by put-

ting him into a washing
machine in Punjab’s

Kapurthala district, police
said on Wednesday. The boy,
Adhiraj, was found lying in a

motionless state in the wash-
ing machine at the house of
the woman who lives in the

neighbourhood, Kotwali
police station incharge
Satpal Singh said over

phone. The child was rushed
to a hospital but was

declared as brought dead.
The accused, Manpreet Kaur,
has been arrested and a case

of murder registered, Singh
said. Kaur was in a relation-

ship with the boy’s maternal
uncle and was unable to

bear the thought of him mar-
rying someone else, accord-

ing to the inspector. 

New Delhi, Dec. 18:
Human rights activists
on Wednesday rued the
delay in closure of the
Nirbhaya case as unfortu-
nate and said such
holdups rob victims’ fam-
ilies of the feeling of jus-
tice, even though many of
them advocated abolition
of death penalty.

A death warrant for
hanging the four convicts
in the Nirbhaya gan-
grape-and-murder case
will not be issued by a
city court for now as it
gave a week’s time on
Wednesday to know
whether they are filing
mercy petitions, hours
after the Supreme Court
dismissed the last review
plea against the capital
punishment.

Social activist Ranjana
Kumari said such inordi-
nate delay has resulted in
more and more women
being targeted and jus-
tice should have been
delivered faster, especial-
ly in such cases.

Responding to a ques-
tion if death penalty is
the solution, she said the
law of land should pre-
vail. “Maximum punish-
ment should be given in
case of rape and murder
but if that punishment is
death penalty or not, is a
matter of huge debate,”
she said.

Shabnam Hashmi,
founding member of
ANHAD (Act Now for
Harmony and
Democracy), said she was
strongly against death
penalty.  “Returning vio-
lence with violence can-
not be considered justice.
The maximum punish-
ments must be rigourous
life imprisonment,” she
said. On the delay in issu-
ing of death warrants of
convicts, Hashmi said if
a case involving Kashmir
can be delayed, then any
case can be delayed.

Annie Raja, women
activist and general sec-
retary of National
Federation of Indian
Women (NFIW), said the
judicial process is becom-

ing a “tamasha” because
of lengthy trials.

“I insist on surety and
severity of punishments
which do not mean just
death penalty. It includes
judicial reforms, legal
reforms, getting more
forensic laboratories and
more resources. Without
all these systems, there is
no point of setting fast-
track courts,” she said.

“Courts come at the last
stage. For that the gov-
ernment should have
some understanding. The
government has no clue
how to implement legisla-
tion that is why Nirbhaya
fund is lying unutilised.
The government lacks
clarity and vision,” Raja
said.

Chhavi Methi from the
Bharatiya Samajik
Jagritik Sanghatan said
justice delayed is justice
denied.“Convicts have
been pronounced guilty,
why they are not being
punished. It is a wrong
example to be set by this
delay. Justice delayed is
justice denied,” Methi

said. Nirbhaya's mother
broke down outside the
Patiala House court on
Wednesday after the
court adjourned for
January 7 the hearing on
the issuance of death
warrants.

“We have been fighting
for seven years and the
court has not considered
our rights when giving
this decision. There is no
guarantee that a final
judgement will be deliv-
ered on the next hearing
as well,” she told
reporters.

Six persons, including a
juvenile, had raped and
brutally assaulted a 23-
year-old paramedic stu-
dent inside a moving bus
in south Delhi on the
intervening night of
December 16-17, 2012.

The victim, who came
to be known as Nirbhaya,
died on December 29,
2012, at Mount Elizabeth
Hospital in Singapore.

Four of the convicts —
Mukesh (30), Pawan
Gupta (23), Vinay Sharma
(24) and Akshay Kumar

(33) — were sentenced to
death in 2017. While one
convict committed sui-
cide, a juvenile was con-
victed by a juvenile jus-
tice board, and released
from a reformation home
after serving a 3-year
term.

Akshay Kumar’s review
petition was rejected by
the Supreme Court on
Wednesday.

On July 9 last year, the
court had dismissed the
review pleas filed by the
other three convicts —
Mukesh (30), Pawan
Gupta (23) and Vinay
Sharma (24) — in the
case.

Mukesh’s lawyer M.L.
Sharma on Wednesday
said he is examining the
option of filing a curative
petition against the July
9, 2018 court order.

Curative petition is the
last legal recourse avail-
able to a person and it is
generally considered in-
chamber. After that the
convicts can file a mercy
petition before the
President. — PTI 

Delay in Nirbhaya case
unfortunate, say activists
Judicial process is becoming a tamasha, says Annie Raja 

Nirbhaya rape case victim’s mother shows the victory sign after the Supreme
Court dismissed the plea of Akshay Thakur, one of the four convicts on
Wednesday. — PTI

Head priest at historic Jamia Masjid leads Zuhr prayers inside the mosque in
Downtown Srinagar on Wednesday. — PTI

Srinagar’s Jama Masjid
finally opens for prayers
YUSUF JJAMEEL || DDC
SRINAGAR, DEC. 18

For the first time since
August 5 when Jammu
and Kashmir was stripped
of its special status,
namaz was offered at
Srinagar’s Grand Mosque
on Wednesday.

The police had locked
the main entrance to the
historic Jama Masjid
located deep inside con-
gested central Srinagar as
part of the security lock-
down enforced across J&K
a night before abrogation
of Article 370 and bifurca-
tion of the state four and a
half months ago. 

No weekly congregation
could be held in the Grand
Mosque for the 19th
Friday running on
December 13.

Though the security
restrictions were eased in
central Srinagar a few
weeks ago and subse-
quently the police siege
around the Grand Mosque
was lifted too, the people
were showing reluctance
in entering the premises.

Also, the mosque manage-
ment Anjuman Awquaf-e-
Jama Masjid had report-
edly refused to organise
prayers until and unless
Kashmir’s chief Muslim
cleric and chairman of
his faction of separatist
Hurriyat Conference
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq
was released from house
arrest.

Mirwaiz who tradition-
ally delivers sermon and
customary pre-namaz
speech from the pulpit of
the Grand Mosque on
Fridays is among several
hundred Kashmiri sepa-
ratist and mainstream
politicians and activists
placed under house arrest
or jailed around after

August 5.
However, Mirwaiz’s aide

Syed-ur-Rehman Shams
said that resuming namaz
at Jama Masjid had not
been made conditional to
his release but to the
police’s lifting siege
around the place of wor-
ship. 

“We were demanding
that the siege of the
mosque must be lifted by
withdrawing police and
other security forces from
the premises. After this
was done we offered
Duhar (midday) and Asar
(late afternoon) namaz in
the mosque and, hopefully,
we would be offering also
Friday prayers day there
after tomorrow,” he said.

He regretted that the
authorities locked the his-
toric mosque for such a
long period and did not
allow the devotees to hold
weekly congregations for
as many as 19 Fridays.
“This was but unwarrant-
ed interference in our reli-
gious matters,” a
spokesman of the Auquaf
had said earlier. 

NRC fears add 
to Kashmir woes
YUSUF JJAMEEL || DDC 
SRINAGAR, DEC. 18

A pressure group
which calls itself
‘Concerned Citizens
Group (CCG)’ has
urged the Modi govern-
ment to alleviate the
fears of the people of
Jammu and Kashmir
about their future by
starting a multi-level
dialogue process with
all those “affected” by
its August 5 move.

It has also demanded
unconditional release
of all those politicians,
businessmen, academ-
ics, opinion-makers
and students incarcer-
ated under stringent
Public Safety Act or
other laws ahead of the
Centre’s abrogating
Article 370 “if they are
not accused of any
crime”.

“If there are any spe-
cific cases against indi-
viduals and they have
been sent to jails out-
side the state, they
should be brought back
and housed locally. It is
a punishment to their
families to travel to UP,
Delhi, Rajasthan or
Haryana to meet the
prisoners,” it said in a
report prepared after
its key members — for-
mer finance and exter-
nal affairs minister
Yashwant Sinha,
national chief informa-
tion commissioner
Wajahat Habibullah,
retired Air Vice-
Marshal Kapil Kak,
senior journalist
Bharat Bhushan and
executive program
director of Centre for
Dialogue and Reconci-
liation Sushobha Barve
visited Srinagar last
month.

The report said that
the group found that
there was both gloom
and anger in the air in
the Valley. It said, “Also
there was no outlet for
sharing their emotion-
al anguish with the

people of the Valley as
it was locked up and
communications shut
down.”

It warned the “delib-
erate silence” of the
Kashmiris and their
“spontaneous civil dis-
obedience” against the
August 5 move and sub-
sequent actions of the
government may turn
into non-cooperation.

It said that the abro-
gation of Articles 370
and 35A has led to fears
of demographic change
in the Valley and
M u s l i m - d o m i n a t e d
areas of Jammu
region. “The Kashm-
iris seemed to be work-
ing in an ideological
frame. They believe
that the Indian govern-
ment wants to margin-
alise them if not anni-
hilate them. This fear
is expressed more
vividly as fear of demo-
graphic change by cre-
ating new settlements
for outsiders,” the
report said adding
“There is also fear of
National Register of
Citizens and how it
could be used to legit-
imise settlers.” The
group said dialogue
with the sufferers
could alleviate fears.

DC CCORRESPONDENT 
with aagency iinputs 
NEW DELHI, DEC 18

The national academy of let-
ters announced the names of
Congress leader and author
Shashi Tharoor and play-
wright Nand Kishore
Acharya for the Sahitya
Akademi Award 2019. 

While Tharoor won the
award for his book An Era of
Darkness in English,
Acharya will receive the
recognition for his book of
Hindi poetry, Chheelatey Hue
Apne Ko.

“The awards were recom-
mended by distinguished
jury members representing
23 Indian languages and
approved by the executive
board of the Sahitya

Akademi which met on
Wednesday under the chair-
manship of Chandra-
shekhar Kambar, president
of the Akademi,” K.
Sreenivasarao, secretary of
the Akademi, said in a state-
ment. 

The winners will receive
an engraved copper plate
and `1 lakh cash prize at a
special function on
February 25, 2020 in New
Delhi. Seven poets will be
given the award — Phukan
Ch. Basumatary (Bodo),
Nand Kishore Acharya
(Hindi), Niba A. Khandekar
(Konkani), Kumar Manish
Arvind (Maithili), V.
Madhusoodanan Nair
(Malayalam), Anuradha
Patil (Marathi), and Penna
Madhusudan (Sanskrit).

Tharoor wins Sahitya 
Akademi award

COURT FINDS 
NO MERIT IN
REVIEW PLEAS
From Page 1

A top court bench com-
prising Justice Dipak
Misra, Justice R.
Banumathi and Justice
Ashok Bhushan by their
May 5, 2017, judgment
had upheld the death sen-
tence awarded to
Mukesh, Pawan, Vinay
Sharma, Akshay Singh
by the trial court and
reaffirmed by Delhi High
Court.

Rejecting the plea, the
court had said petitions
seeking reconsideration
of the May 5, 2017, verdict
must show an error
resulting in miscarriage
of justice.

“In these review peti-
tions no ground has been
made out which may fur-
nish any   ground to
review the judgment. We,
thus, find no merit in
these review petitions
and consequently, the
review petitions are dis-
missed”, said the July 9,
2018, judgment.

Meanwhile, DCW chief
Swati Maliwal, who sat
on a hunger strike
demanding death sen-
tence for rape convicts,
on Wednesday slammed
the “hollowness of the
system that gives every
right to the criminal”, as
a city court adjourned
hearing on a plea seeking
the issuance of death
warrants against the four
convicts in the case.

“A mother has been
wandering from pillar to
post for the past seven
years seeking justice. It is
the hollowness of the sys-
tem that gives every right
to the criminal but fails
to understand the pain of
that mother! Once again,
the court gave a date
instead of justice!
#Nirbhaya,” Maliwal
posted on Twitter.

CONCERNED
CITIZENS
GROUP SAYS

Centre should
start a dialogue
with people in
J&K

All arrested
under stringent
PSA should be
released

All internet
and mobile phone
connections
should be imme-
diately restored

■ ■ THE PPOLICE had locked
the main entrance to the
Jama Masjid as part of the
security lockdown
enforced across J&K, a
night before abrogation of
Article 370 and bifurca-
tion of the state four and
a half months ago. 
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Partial support
Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
says the ruling BJD does not support
NRC but backs the Citizenship law

Want to visit
violence-hit areas

after taking state govt
into confidence 

— Jagdeep Dhankhar 
West Bengal Governor 

IN BRIEF
HC agrees to hear

2 PILs on Jamia
New Delhi: The Delhi High

Court on Wednesday agreed
to hear two PILs moved on

the recent violence at Jamia
Millia Islamia University here

during protests against the
Citizen (Amendment) Act
(CAA). Both the petitions
were mentioned before a

bench of Chief Justice D.N.
Patel and Justice Rekha Palli

which allowed them to be
listed for hearing on

Thursday. The first petition
was moved in the morning

by advocate Rizwan seeking
setting up of a fact-finding
committee to look into the

violence at the university.
The second petition was

moved around 1.30pm joint-
ly on behalf of the Imam of

the Jama Masjid mosque
opposite the Parliament

House and two residents of
Okhla seeking investigation
by an independent agency
like the CBI or the SIT into

the violence at JMI.

Torch procession
at Pune varsity

Pune: Hundreds of students
on Wednesday took out a

‘torch procession’ at
Savitribai Phule Pune

University here to protest
against the amended

Citizenship Act and express
solidarity with the students

of Jamia Milia Islamia
University in New Delhi.

Supriya Sule, NCP MP from
Baramati in Pune district,

also took part in the ‘mashal
morcha’, during which

participants carried burning
torches apart from placards

with slogans. College stu-
dents and members of vari-

ous youth organisations par-
ticipated in the march.

Kanhaiya joins
Jamia protests

New Delhi: Former JNU stu-
dents’ union president

Kanhaiya Kumar joined the
protest outside the Jamia

Millia Islamia in Delhi on
Wednesday and said the

demonstration was not just
a fight to protect Muslims,

but to protect the entire
country. Addressing a large
gathering of protesters out-

side the university’s gate
number 7, Kumar said peo-

ple should be more worried
about the National Register
of Citizens (NRC), which he

said was much more danger-
ous than the controversial

Citizenship Act. The crowd
erupted in cheers when
Kumar said the protests

against the citizenship law
would go down in history

“as the one that saved the
Constitution”.

United Nations, Dec. 18: UN
secretary general Antonio
Guterres has called for respect
for the rights of freedom of
opinion and expression as he
voiced concern over the vio-
lence and alleged use of exces-
sive force by security person-
nel in India during protests
against the Citizenship Act.

“We are concerned about the
violence and alleged use of
excessive force by security
forces that we’ve seen that
have been taking place in the
protests against the
Citizenship Amendment Act.
We very much call for
restraint and urge full respect
for the rights of freedom of
opinion and expression and
peaceful assembly,” Guterres'
spokesman Stephane Dujarric
told a daily press briefing
here. Dujarric was asked if
the secretary general has any
comment on the protests in
India over the CAA.

Dujarric said he would also
refer to the comments of High
Commissioner for Human
Rights Michelle Bachelet on
the Act.

Spokesperson for the UN
High Commissioner for
Human Rights had said in
Geneva that it is “concerned”
that the CAA is “fundamental-
ly discriminatory in nature”.

UN CONCERNED
OVER CAA 
VIOLENCE 

Members of Assam Association of the Deaf take part in a procession demanding withdrawal of the Citizenship Amendment Act  in Guwahati on
Wednesday. —PTI
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A day after government
suspected the involve-
ment of Popular Front of
India (PFI), Assam Police
on Wednesday arrested
the president and the
media secretary of PFI
Assam unit even as ongo-
ing three-day long ‘satya-
graha’ of All Assam
Students Union (Aasu) on
Wednesday concluded
with a large number of
people courting arrest in
most of the districts of
Upper Assam and
Guwahati.

Informing that police
have arrested Aminul
Islam, president of PFI
Assam unit, Assam indus-
try minister Chandra
Mohan Patowary told
reporters that he was
arrested in connection
with violence that rocked
Guwahati during the
protest against the
Citizenship Act. Similarly,
Mozammil Haque, who
was media secretary of
PFI, was arrested from
Rangia in Kamrup rural
district. 

Patowary said that the
PFI was operating from a
rented office in Hathigaon
area of Guwahati. 

The office on the third
floor of RSP memorial
Complex belongs to a
retired Deputy
Superintendent of Police
of Assam police Tahidul
Rahman, he said.

The minister said that
the government is deter-
mined to take action
against the “third force”
that tried to vitiate the

atmosphere of the state by
provoking violence. He
said that police were look-
ing for two Congress lead-
ers — Kamrul Islam
Choudhury, who is the
president of Assam Youth
Congress and Zuber Alam
who is the vice-president
of NSUI, but they are still
at large.

The first phase of agita-
tion, which the Aasu had
defined as ‘Gana
Satyagraha’, came to an
end on Wednesday, during
which police detained
thousands of protestors
including Aasu chief
adviser Sammujjal Kumar
Bhattacharya, general
secretary Lurin Jyoti

Gogoi, Assamese film
actor Barasha Rani
Bishoya, singer Manas
Robin among others.

Thousands of members
and workers of Aasu and
30 other indigenous
organisations, artists, cul-
tural activists took part in
the ongoing protest. 

They courted arrest
while shouting slogan,
“Scrap CAA or arrest us.”

Meanwhile, normalcy
was restored in most of
the trouble-torn districts
of the state on Wednesday,
as the state administra-
tion which lifted curfew in
Guwahati on Tuesday,
decided to relax curfew
from Upper Assam dis-
tricts also.

After massive violent
protests against the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, curfew was imposed
in Guwahati, Dibrugarh,
Jorhat, Tinsukia and a
few other cities of Assam
on December 11 and the
Army was deployed.
Flight operations and rail-
way services resumed in
Guwahati on Tuesday,
while flights to and from
Dibrugarh airport were
also operating as per
schedule. 

Protesters court
arrest in Assam DC CCORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA, DEC. 18

A day after hitting out at
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee trained
her guns on Union home
minister Amit Shah for
reiterating on Tuesday
that the Citizenship
Amendment Act and
National Register of
Citizens will be imple-
mented.

Tearing into his state-
ment, the Trinamul
supremo advised the BJP
president of dousing the
fire instead of “setting
the country on fire” after
leading her protest march
from Howrah to
Esplanade for the third
consecutive day in the
city. 

She even wondered if
the “BJP amulet” would
give the validity to live in
the country, and said that
the saffron party will
turn the country into a
“detention centre.”

Sending a strong mes-
sage to Shah on
Wednesday, the Trinamul
chief told the rally, “I will
make one request to the
Union home minister.
Please remember, you are
the home minister of the
country. Setting the coun-
try on fire is not your job.
Dousing the fire in the
country is your task. It is
my appeal to you with
folded hands.”

Posing a volley of ques-
tions to the BJP presi-
dent, she angrily asked,
“Why are you reiterating
that the Act will be imple-
mented when Assam,
Tripura, Delhi, Punjab
and many other states are
burning? Why are you
asserting that the
Aadhaar cards will be of

no use? If so, what was
Aadhaar card made for?
That means the cat is out
of the bag.”

Banerjee claimed, “You
had said it. So I want a
clarification as a citizen
of the country. I have the
prerogative and right to
ask you. When the home
minister of a country
makes a statement in pub-
lic that Aadhaar card
would not be useful, then
why were `6,000 crore
spent after it?”

She also noted, “Why
was Aadhaar card linked
with telephone, bank
accounts and passports
when it is invalid? Why
were the people thrown in
panic? Why is the income
tax there if PAN will be
invalid? Now they are
claiming even voter ID
would be invalid. Your
and my governments are
in power because the vot-
ers cast their ballot. If the
voters’ list, Aadhaar card
and PAN will be invalid,
will it be the BJP amulet
which will only work?”

PARMOD KKUMAR || DDC
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday sought
response from the
Centre on a batch of
petitions challenging
the constitutional validi-
ty of the controversial
Citizenship (Amen-
dment) Act that provides
for the grant of Indian
citizenship to illegal
migrants from Pakistan,
Bangladesh and
Afghanistan belonging
to Hindu, Sikh,
Buddhist, Jain,
Christian and Parsi, but
not Muslims.

Seeking response from
the Centre, a bench of
Chief Justice Sharad
Arvind Bobde, Justice
B.R. Gavai and Justice
Surya Kant fixed
January 22, 2020 as the
next date of hearing
when court would con-
sider the plea for the
stay of the Citizenship
Amendment law which
has been described by
the petitioner as being
contrary to the provi-
sions of the
Constitution.

As senior lawyer Kapil
Sibal sought the stay on
CAA, attorney general
K.K. Venugopal said that
there were four judg-
ments of the top court
which have said that a
statute under challenge
cannot be stalled as
there was an assump-
tion of constitutionality
in favour of the statute
passed by the
Parliament.

However, senior coun-
sel Rajeev Dhavan said
that the question of stay-
ing the CAA does not
arise at this stage as the
date of its implementa-
tion has not been noti-
fied yet.

As the CJI said that the
court would hear the
matter on January 22,
2020, including the plea
for the stay, senior coun-
sel Abhishek Manu
Singhvi rested the mat-
ter saying that they can-
not ask for more at this
stage.  

There were 59 petitions
listed before the court. A
few of them were sup-
porting the controver-
sial law which has
drawn flak from various
sections of the society
and fuelled protests with
students belonging to
Jamia Millia Islamia
and Aligarh Muslim
University taking to the
streets.

Broadly the petitioner
opposed to the CAA have
contended that it is con-
trary to the principle
and promise of secular-
ism in the Preamble of
the Constitution, viola-
tive of the fundamental
rights guaranteeing
equality before law
(Article 14), prohibition
of discrimination on the
grounds of religion,
caste, language, color
(Article 15) and the right
to life guaranteed under
Article 21 of the
Constitution.

It is contended the
Citizenship law under
challenge violates the
basic structure of the
Constitution as secular-
ism, equality before law,
prohibition of discrimi-
nation on grounds of
religion and race. 

Mamata targets
Shah over CAA
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Two BJP MPs from
North Bengal — Khagen
Murmu, an MP of Malda
North and Nishith
Pramanik of Cooch-
behar, were arrested by
the state police on
Wednesday for visiting
two violence-hit railway
stations without permis-
sion. 

Bhaluka and
Harishchandrapur in
Malda were among the
many railway stations in
the state which came
under attack by mob
protesting against the
implementation of the
Citizenship Amendment
Act and National
Register of Citizens
since December 13.

When Murmu and
Pramanik were going to
visit the Bhaluka sta-
tion, the cops stopped
them on the way and
asked if they had per-
mission. The two BJP
MPs then started
demonstrating sitting on
the road. The cops
arrested them and took
them away to the
English Bazar police sta-
tion. They were, howev-
er, granted conditional
bail later. 

Noting huge loss to
public properties due to
vandalism, Murmu later
alleged that they sought
permission from the dis-
trict magistrate and
superintendent of police
but didn’t get it. 

Meanwhile, no major
incidents of violence
were reported from the
districts on Wednesday
as West Bengal limped
back to normalcy, with
internet services
restored in some areas,
officials said.

2 BJP MPs FROM
NORTH BENGAL
ARRESTED

SC SEEKS GOVT’S 
RESPONSE OVER
CAA PETITIONS

PROTESTS 
CONTINUE AT
JAMIA VARSITY
DC CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC 18

A n t i - g o v e r n m e n t
posters covered the long
boundaries of Jamia
Millia Islamia as protest
against the Citizenship
Amendment Act and the
proposed National
Register of Citizens con-
tinued for the third con-
secutive day outside the
university on Wednes-
day.

The protesters, includ-
ing students and local
residents, hung a large
map of India outside the
varsity gate number 7,
showing the places
where students from
other universities
across the country are
carrying out protests
against the CAA.

Another large poster
urged the protesters “to
maintain the accelera-
tion with zero violence
(sic)”. People from near-
by areas and students
started gathering out-
side the gate number 7
around 10:30 am.

They raised slogans
against home minister
Amit Shah, the govern-
ment and the Delhi
Police, demanding with-
drawal of the CAA. 

Former Assam CM Tarun
Gogoi, seen as ‘lawyer’
after 36 years, after 
challenging the CAA in
Supreme Court. —PTI

A war cry

Three-day Satyagraha by Aasu concludes
■ ■ THE TTRINAMUL
supremo who has
been at the forefront
of opposing the
National Register of
Citizens and the new
citizenship law, has
conducted three
protest marches
across the city since
Monday. 

■ ■ THE WWEST
BENGAL CCM is sched-
uled to hold two
protest meetings in
the next two days.

From Page 1

“We will form a human
chain in front of the resi-
dents of Jamia Nagar and
the students of Jamia
when they perform the
post-noon namaz at 1 pm.
The message must go out
that ‘We, The People of
India’ stand as one with
our brothers and sisters,”
said the message.

This group will end the
meeting by reading out
loud the Preamble to the
Indian Constitution.

Besides the Left parties,
organisations like Gandhi
Peace Foundation, Khudai
Khidmatgar, NAPM —
Medha Patkar, ICLU, IYC,
SFI, DU, AISA, other col-
lectives and student
unions are also expected
to join the protest.

The marches from Red
Fort and Mandi House will
merge at Shaheed Park,
and the Jamia group too
will join them.

“The attacks on youth,
specially at a time when
there are no jobs and there
is a severe economic 
slowdown, shows that the
government is trying to
drag back the country.
Tomorrow we request you
all to come and participate
in the protest demonstra-
tion. And this would
merge with other demon-
strations to put pressure
on the government to 
roll back the CAA and
NRC,” CPI(M) general sec-
retary Sitaram Yechury
said.

The situation in certain
parts of New Delhi are
tense, but under control.
On Wednesday, the police
held a flag march at
Seelampur, while high
vigil is on at Jamia.

Meanwhile, asserting
that “secularism and toler-
ance is in the DNA of the
majority community in
India”, minority affairs
minister Mukhtar Abbas

Naqvi said there was a
misinformation campaign
going on against the CAA.
He added there was no
threat to the citizenship of
any Indian Muslim or any
other citizen.

“The Citizenship Act is
to provide citizenship and
not to take away the citi-
zenship of any person.
The minorities in India
are an equal partner in the
development process. We

have to defeat this conspir-
acy to create confusion by
people who are mixing the
Citizenship Act and NRC,”
said Naqvi.

Addressing a ‘Minorities
Day’ event organised by
the National Commission
for Minorities, Naqvi said
that “those who are trying
to hijack peace through
rumours and mala fide
misinformation should
understand their conspir-
acy will fail. Satyamev
Jayte will defeat political
propaganda of Jhuthmev
Jayte.”

Without naming any
party, the Union minister
said those defeated by the
prajatantra (democracy)
are trying to disturb the
atmosphere of harmony
and trust in the country
through gundatantra
(anarchy). We have to
defeat such elements
through the strength of
democracy and harmony,”
Naqvi said.

Situation in Delhi continues to be tense
Police hold flag march at Seelampur, high vigil is on at Jamia CAA | EFFECT

RAF personnel keep vigil as women and a child walk
past them at violence-hit Jafarabad in New Delhi on
Wednesday. The area on Tuesday reportedly wit-
nessed some violent-clashes. — PTI

It’s an internal
matter of India.

We have nothing to
say on it. It’s your
country and you have
to resolve your own
issues 

ZHA LIYOU
Chinese Consul

General to Kolkata

New Delhi, Dec. 18:
Nearly 4,000 people from
Pakistan, Afghanistan
and Bangladesh, hun-
dreds of them Muslims,
have been given Indian
citizenship in the past six
years, a senior home min-
istry official said on
Wednesday.

The disclosure came
amidst protests, some of
them violent, in various
parts of the country
against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, which
seeks to grant Indian citi-
zenship to non-Muslim
migrants from these
three neighbouring coun-
tries. 

As many as 2,830 people
from Pakistan, 912 from
Afghanistan and 172 from
Bangladesh have been
given Indian citizenship
in the past six years and
hundreds of them were
Muslims, the official said,
adding that such

migrants will continue to
get Indian citizenship, if
they fulfil eligibility con-
ditions. 

The Citizenship
(Amendment) Act does
not target any religious
community from abroad,
he asserted. 

Those opposed to the
law have objected to mak-
ing religion as the basis of
granting citizenship. The
official said Muslims are
the majority community
in these countries and
will continue to get
Indian citizenship if they
fulfil the eligibility
already provided in the
law for registration or
naturalisation. 

Besides the 4,000-odd
people, about 14,864
Bangladeshi nationals
were also granted citizen-
ship after incorporating
more than 50 enclaves of
Bangladesh into Indian
territory.  —PTI

2,830 from Pak
got citizenship



T
his newspaper is disturbed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
nasty, communal, and polemical challenges against his main oppo-
nent, the Congress Party, over the Citizenship (Amendment) Act.
Having won a second term, Mr Modi ought to speak like the coun-

try’s leader; instead he sounds like he is still a movement’s leader. Only an
intellectual lightweight would remain stubbornly tethered to his partisan
background. 

True, his gauntlets were thrown at election rallies in Jharkhand, where
anti-incumbency means his party could lose another state government.
True, the PM is a vigorous speaker who gets carried away by his own
rhetoric at times. “I dare Congress and all its allies to announce before the
nation that they are ready to grant Indian citizenship to all residents of
Pakistan,” Mr Modi said at Sahebganj on Tuesday. What a master of spin.
His challenge is built upon the lie that the Congress conspires to turn
Pakistanis into Indian citizens. “If the Congress has the guts, it should also
announce they will reimpose Article 370 in J&K and Ladakh,” he added.
Another fake premise. The Congress has not spoken of resurrecting Article
370; in fact, it was the first to erode Article 370 in the 1950s. Indeed,
Kashmiris would today laugh at the suggestion of resuscitating Article 370:
they have seen India at its ugliest, and they want out.

“Congress and its allies are stoking fire over the Citizenship Act but the
people of the Northeast have rejected violence,” Mr Modi said in Dumka,
with another lie as his premise. “Actions of the Congress prove that all
decisions taken in Parliament are 1,000 per cent correct.” One, any politi-
cal party’s actions prove nothing beyond that party's political stratagem.
Mr Modi insidiously insinuates that his party equals the nation, and oth-
ers equal the enemy. Two, Parliament makes law, and sheer numbers don't
make such laws necessarily correct. Three, a 1,000 per cent exists only in a
statistical context; this mathematical illiteracy is further evidence of this
government’s inability to arrest India's plunge into an economic abyss — a
plunge undertaken deliberately in pursuit of harebrained schemes like
demonetisation. “Stop using others as shield to practice guerilla politics,”
Mr Modi told the Congress at a rally. “Do not use the youth for your polit-
ical gains. Do not ruin their future and the dreams of their parents.” More
lies. To call the Congress gurerillas (or its supporters “Urban Naxals”) is a
joke because clearly, the Opposition party lacks killer instinct at its high-
est levels.

Equally clearly, students, even non-Muslims, don’t need any provocation
to protest. Their future is already in doubt due to Mr Modi’s dubious eco-
nomic stewardship. And it is also clear that his appeal is not directed at
students but at their parents, to keep the social order intact — through
paternalistic rule, on a scaffolding of lies.

Though we urge the PM to cease and desist from nonsensical challenges,
we suspect it will be Jharkhand’s voters who will soon teach him a lesson
in the limits of nastiness.

19 DECEMBER 2019

Chief minister of Andhra Pradesh Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy has taken
one of the boldest decisions in recent times by declaring a resolve to
create three capitals for the state — a legislative capital with its cur-

rent Assembly located in Amaravati, a new executive capital in
Visakhapatnam on the coast, where the power and seat of government
would be located, and a judiciary capital in Kurnool, where the new high
court in the state would be created.

Building on yet another promise listed in the YSRC Party manifesto
before the election to decentralise and distribute power and seats of gov-
ernment, aligning them with sub-regional aspirations, and ensuring that
north Andhra and coastal regions as well as the arid, rocky Rayalaseema
in the heartland all have development drivers, Mr Reddy has scored a
political winner. He has also partially corrected and undone the massive
underhand insider trading resorted to by the previous N. Chandrababu
Naidu government that had made Amaravati the capital for nefarious
reasons with malafide motives.

Mr Reddy has shown great maturity in first selling the idea to the pow-
erful duo at the Centre and getting their tactical buy-in before making a
breaking news announcement in the last hour of the Assembly session.
The public demand for a fourth capital, a devotion capital in Tirupati, one
of the holiest pilgrimage sites in the country, deserves positive considera-
tion — and could help the young chief minister establish his image further
as a statesman.

However, funding the three capitals and shuffling the government
between two of them each year, during different months, would be her-
culean. The Opposition too would build an accentuating attack against the
idea as inevitable executional flaws emerge. But let nothing deter the
young CM and the people from a great idea and a model, with lessons for
other states, and even the country.

Jagan’s out-of-the-box solution

Will Jharkhand voters
teach Modi a lesson?

c m y k c m y k

The honest poor can sometimes forget
poverty. The honest rich can never forget it.

You must lose everything in order to 
gain anything

GILBERT K. CHESTERTON
MIND  POWER

BRAD PITT PAGE
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W
hen a former military
ruler is convicted and
handed the death sen-
tence in a country which

has been under dictatorships for the
better part of its existence, it is no
less than history being made. This is
the first time in Pakistan’s history
that a former military chief has been
declared guilty of high treason for
suspending the country’s
Constitution.

The verdict of a special court
against former president Pervez
Musharraf is a landmark develop-
ment in many ways. It has chal-
lenged the military’s predominance
and demonstrates the growing
assertiveness of the judiciary. The
death sentence may not be imple-
mented but the court ruling carries
far-reaching political implications.
The verdict sends a strong message
to potential adventurists.

Musharraf’s treason trial had
become an explosive political issue
and had also been a cause of tension
between the military and the govern-

ment of former prime minister
Nawaz Sharif. The military was sure-
ly not happy with its former chief
being put in the dock on treason
charges, and predictably his convic-
tion has provoked a robust reaction
from the military leadership that had
rejected the court order. 

Many Pakistani political leaders
have faced treason charges, but this
is the first time a former head of state
has been convicted under Article 6 of
the Constitution. Musharraf was
indicted in 2014 for imposing a state
of emergency on Nov 3, 2007. There
had been strong apprehension that
the trial would never reach its con-
clusion because of reported resis-
tance from the military. Despite
repeated summons, Musharraf failed
to appear before the court. He has
been out of the country for the past
several years and is hospitalised for
serious health problems. He left the
country in March 2016. The court
declared him an absconder.

It was evident that the PTI govern-
ment had not been interested in pur-

suing the treason case. In a dramatic
move last month, it pulled out its
team of prosecutors and asked the
court to halt the trial, saying the case
against the former military leader
was weak. The court verdict has
worsened the government’s predica-
ment. It remains to be seen whether
it challenges Musharraf’s conviction
in the Supreme Court. Musharraf is
required to be present in the country
to file an appeal against his convic-
tion but his return is improbable.

Gen Musharraf took power on Oct
12, 1999, in a coup that ousted Nawaz
Sharif’s government. He stepped
down as president in August 2008
under the threat of impeachment by
the elected civilian government
installed after the general elections
that year. Interestingly, the treason
case was filed more than five years
after Musharraf’s exit that came
reportedly after a deal brokered by
the US guaranteeing indemnity to
the former president.

In a cable sent to Washington and
leaked by WikiLeaks, the then

American ambassador Anne
Patterson reported that Asif Zardari
had told her that he was committed
to giving indemnity to Musharraf.
The ambassador stressed that only
the promise of indemnity had per-
suaded Musharraf to step down as
president. The PPP government that
came to power after the 2008 elec-
tions took oath from Musharraf who
was still the president.

But the situation changed after the
return to power of Nawaz Sharif as
prime minister. For him, it seemed
to be an opportunity to settle scores
with a man who not only deposed
him but also put him on trial for sedi-
tion. There’s certainly a revenge
aspect to the decision to initiate the
treason trial, though the government
maintained that it only complied
with the Supreme Court ruling.

Interestingly, the former military
ruler was tried not for his ‘original
sin’ of staging a coup against an elect-
ed government, but for imposing
emergency and holding the
Constitution in abeyance in 2007.

The main argument for not charging
Musharraf over the coup was that
the Supreme Court and parliament
indemnified his action. Many legal
experts question whether the 2007
action alone provided sufficient
grounds for his conviction under
Article 6, ignoring the original
takeover. Musharraf has also been
implicated in other cases including
the Lal Masjid operation. A court has
ordered the confiscation of all his
properties and frozen his bank
accounts.

Significantly, the Musharraf ver-
dict came a day after the Supreme
Court released its full judgement in
army chief Gen Qamar Bajwa’s
extension case. The two court orders
demonstrate an unprecedented
assertion of authority by the coun-
try’s superior judiciary. That has led
to a new conflict between the mili-
tary and the judiciary that in turn
could worsen the political crisis. It is
not the end of the game yet. 

By arrangement with Dawn

Death sentence
for Musharraf 

a clear message
to the military

New law on citizenship
is legally quite sound

T
he Citizenship
(Amendment)
Bill, or CAB in
short, has now
become the

Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act, or CAA.
Whenever the executive
decides that the needed
machinery to imple-
ment it are in place, the
law can be brought in to
force. It does not require
the approval of any of
the states in India, and
therefore the vociferous
opposition to the new
law expressed by sever-
al chief ministers is of
very little relevance.

What is the law meant
to do? And is there any
substance to the com-
plaint or objection that
it is anti-Muslim, mean-
ing Indian Muslims?

The residents of every
country in the world —
or “State”, as referred to
in international law —
can be roughly divided
in to two classes – that
is, citizens and non-citi-
zens. The State con-
cerned can have its own
policy and laws regulat-
ing the acquisition and
determination of its citi-
zenship. Trinidad’s poli-
cy and its laws permit
Mehul Choksi, on the
run from the law in
India, to acquire the cit-
izenship of that country,
and we cannot question
it — and can only
request that State to
hand him over to us.
There are several coun-
tries in the world who
permit dual citizenship
— one can legally
acquire a new passport
while retaining the 
original one. Nirav
Modi, the notorious dia-
mond merchant, is
reputed to have many
such passports.

On becoming a citizen
of a State, the subject
becomes entitled to all
the protections and
privileges available
under the laws of that
State. Securing a voter
ID or an Aadhaar card is
no substitute.

Non-citizens of a coun-
try comprise mainly
immigrants — citizens

of other counties who
enter into another with
the intention of settling
there, perhaps for a lim-
ited period or perma-
nently, as distinct from
visitors or tourists.
Immigration generally
is with the permission
of the host state.
However, a consider-
ably large number enter
into another country
without valid travel doc-
uments, and without the
permission of the host
country. They are called
illegal immigrants. In
simple terms, they are
trespassers.

Ever since India
became independent
there has been an
uncontrolled inflow of
illegal immigrants for a
variety of reasons from
Afghanistan, Bangla-
desh and Pakistan —
many in search of green-
er pastures while many
others are fleeing from
religious persecution.
Illegal immigration into
India is a punishable
offence —as it is in
every other country.
However, when the
number of such illegal
immigrants is as huge
as it is, prosecuting the
offenders may not
always practicable.

There are at present in
different parts of India
an unascertained num-
ber of such immigrants
living as refugees —
many are subject to
exploitation as cheap
labour in several estab-
lishments. These illegal
immigrants consist of,
among others, Hindus,

Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains,
Parsis and Christians —
all minorities in the
specified Islamic coun-
tries; and also a large
number of Muslims who
could be safely pre-
sumed to have migrated
for reasons other than
religious persecution.

The Constitution of
India specifies who are
citizens of this country.
It also recognises
Parliament’s power to
make laws relating to
c i t i z e n s h i p .
Accordingly, the
Citizenship Act of 1955
was enacted. That law
has been amended sev-
eral times to meet the
needs of the time.

The Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill
sought to further amend
the 1955 law to facilitate
the named minorities to
apply for Indian citizen-
ship — as a one-time
measure — while leav-
ing out the Muslim
immigrants.

What is objected to by
lawyers and others
opposing the new law is
the act of ignoring
Muslims from the ambit
of a favour. Illegal immi-
grants as a class have no
right to demand Indian
citizenship, nor is the
Indian government
obliged to take any of
them into its citizenship
fold. The Constitution of
India does not command
the country to extend
charity to trespassers.
India, like all other sov-
ereign republics, can
and is duty-bound to
take policy decisions
after taking into consid-
eration all the facts and
circumstances relevant
for advancing its own
paramount national
interests. That responsi-
bility is of the govern-
ment of the day and the
exercise of the needed
power for achieving that
end cannot be the sub-
ject of judicial scrutiny.

This principle is too
well established to
require the need to cite
authorities.

If the legal position is
different, anyone can
challenge the
Government of India’s
decision to ban the par-
ticipation of Pakistani
players in the IPL tour-
naments — on the
ground that while
Bangladesh and
Afghanistan are permit-
ted to play, Pakistan is
discriminated against —
as a violation of Article
14. And secularism
inevitably hovers
around whenever
Pakistan is involved.

Yes, all the illegal
immigrants now in
India are “stateless”
persons. It is possible
they are part of the 19
lakh-plus people left out
of the National Register
of Citizens in Assam. If
and when the NRC is
implemented across the
whole of India, this
number will be stagger-
ing.

The problem of state-
lessness has been for
long a serious one that
has eluded a solution.
The United Nations had
attempted a convention
in 1954, which India has
not ratified. The so-
called developed coun-
tries are generous in
tendering advice and
showering abuses.
International jurists are
alarmed by the growing
number of stateless per-
sons -- particularly in
Assam -- and they blame
India for not absorbing
them. My reply to them
is that please take them
all — and we will 
bear all the transport
expenses.

Illegal immigration
into Assam has been a
continuing tragedy for a
long time. However, the
current violent protests
since the passing of the
citizenship law can only
be attributed to those
left out of its benefits —
be it in the Northeast or
in West Bengal — and
others who are victims
of the false rumours that
new entrants will take
their place.

The writer is a senior
advocate of the Supreme

Court and a former
additional solicitor-gen-
eral of India. He can be

reached at
knbhat1@gmail.com
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LETTERS
LOSING KASHMIR
Your editorial, ‘Will Kashmir
ever get back to its true
normal?’ (DC, Dec 18), hits
the nail right on its head.
When the government talks
about Kashmir being an
integral part of India, do
they mean only the land-
mass of Kashmir and not
the people living there?
Ironically, at no time have
the people of Kashmir
drifted away from India so
much as they have after
abrogation of Article 370
and the crackdown on
them.

L. Prabhakar
Secunderabad

WITHER DEMOCRACY?
There are pros and cons to every
law and so does the Citizenship
Amendment Act. Instead of dis-
cussing and coming to a consensus,
political parties are behaving uni-
laterally, with despotic leaders jus-
tifying mindless violence against
students and citizens. The state
government’s duty is to  maintain
law and order. But they are encour-
aging anti-social elements merely
for political gains. How can these
governments claim that they are
real representatives of democracy?
Our democracy has become a syn-
onym of autocracy.

K. Lahari
Karimnagar

PRIORITIES
When two-thirds of the Indian pop-
ulation is already living in poverty
and the declining GDP growth rate
is bothering one and all, why is the
government so adamant about
implementing CAA despite opposi-
tion and protests all over the coun-
try (Will ensure citizenship despite
opposition, DC, Dec 18). Let the gov-
ernment first eradicate poverty
from our country by providing
food, jobs, healthcare, education
and housing etc., to all the citizens
and only then it should think of
accommodating the so-called perse-
cuted and selected foreigners.

Wasim Ahmed Khan
Secunderabad

AWARD WAPSI
I feel the award wapsi group is
back. It is very unfortunate to
know that many people are protest-
ing against the CAA. I am unable to
understand what for they are
protesting because there is nothing
against the citizens of our country
in this law. If you are protesting for
other countries’ citizens, then God
save this country. Moreover they
say democracy is under threat.

K. Ganesh
Hyderabad

Subhani

Zahid
Hussain

K.N. Bhat

View from Pakistan
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