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Follow us on ~ @SCRailwayindia
Details of the Tender Notices of
S.C Railway can be seen on our
website : www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

PUB/1485

The following tenders and
corrigendum notice have been floated
through e-Procurement. Tenderers
are requested to visit the web-site
www.ireps.gov.in and submit their
offers. It may be noted that the offers
submitted manually or on paper will
not be accepted. Offers sent by post
are not entertained.

SI.No.: 01 Tender No.: TMC2019028
Description: Supply of Clutch
Couplings working and Driving for the
use of Track Machines. Due Date:
16.01.20

Sl.No.: 02 Tender No.: TMC2019029
Description: Supply of Shock
Absorbers for the use of Track
Machines. Due Date: 16.01.20

SI.No.: 03 Tender No.: TMC2019030
Description: Supply of Transducers
for the use of Track Machines. Due
Date: 20.01.20

SI.No.: 04 Tender No.: TMC2019031
Description: Supply of Modified
Tamping Gear Box with split mounting
block for CSM tamping unit. Due Date:
20.01.20

Issue of Corrigendum No.2 to the
tender notice no. 162 (e-
Procurement Tender Notice).
Tender Notice No.&Date: Tender
Notice No.162 of 18.11.19 Tender
No.: TMC2019022 Description: Qty
and EMD & Due date are changed.
Tender Notice No.&Date: Tender
Notice No.162 of 18.11.19 Tender
No.: TMC2019024 Description: Due
Date is postponed.

For complete details please refer
www.ireps.gov.in.

Dy. Chief Engineer/TM/HQ/
A2031 Secunderabad

4 x15 =60 Scm

Sub: Extension in eNIT

Ref: eNIT No. SIMS 12 (P-ll) of 2019 Dated:
29.10.2019

The schedule dates for downloading & submis-
sion of tenders invited vide above referred eNIT for
Supply of “Office Stationery & Medical Record
Material” (Group-A “Paper”) at SKIMS, Soura,
Srinagar is hereby extended as per following.

1 Last Date for Downloading 30.12.2019
of Tenders (01:00 PM)
2 Last Date for Deposited in 30.12.2019
Electronic Format (04:00 PM)

The tenders (Technical bids) of (Group-A
“Paper”) shall be opened on 02.01.2020 at 04.00
pm or any other date convenient to Tender
Opening Committee.

Other terms & conditions of the eNIT shall
remain unchanged.

Sd/-
NO. Sims 3202612019-  Asst. Materials Management
Dated: 16.12.2019 Officer

Extension/Corrigendum

Subject: 3rd Extension to the eNIT No. SIMS-324-
NIT 16 (Imports) of 2019 dated 03.10.2019
(Tender ID 2019_SKIMS_83006_1) to
Tender-ID 2019_SKIMS_83006_7) regard-
ing supply/ Installation, Testing &
Commissioning of various Bio-Medical
Equipments for Cardiology SKIMS.

The NIT is hereby extended as per following schedule:-

Last Date for Submission  23.12.2019 upto 4.00 P.M.
of Online Bids

Date of Opening of
Technical Bids

26.12.2019 at 12.30 P.M.

Further the corrigendum is issued in respect of terms & con-
ditions as per following:-

NIT Clause No. 29(C) is hereby deleted

NIT Clause No. 35 Force Majeure; following words are
hereby deleted:

“However force majeure clause shall not apply for the instal-
lation of the equipment its repairs and maintenance by the
Company’s Engineer and the service contract after the
expiry of the warranty period”.

Rest of the NIT/terms and conditions shall
unchanged.

remained

Sd/- Asstt. Materials Management Officer
SKIMS

No. SIMS-324-e-NIT -16 (Imports) 2019-4970-76-3935-3937
Dated: 16.12.2019
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E-Tendering Notice

U.P POWER TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LTD.

E-Tender Notice-53/ECTC/AGRA/2019-20
E-Tender in two parts, Part-l & Part-1l valid for four months are invited for the work
mentioned as under:-

Tender Name of Work Period Earnest Tender Cost Total Date and Date and
Specifi- of Work  Money (Including Tender  Time of Time of
cation GST) & NIT Cost Submission opening
No. Charges
172 Construction of Open 02 45,000.00 1770+ 250 2020.00 22.01.2020 23.01.2020
Store & maintenance of Month /12.00 /12.00
internal road 220 KV Sub-
station Sikandra Agra
173 Landscaping & other 02 40,000.00 1770+ 250 2020.00 22.01.2020 23.01.2020
development work at Month /12.00 /12.00
Erector Hostel 220 KV
S/S Sikandra. (Agra)
174  Increasing Capacity work 02 1,40,000.00 5900+ 690 6590.00 22.01.2020 23.01.2020
of (2x160 MVA to 3x160  Month /12.00 /12.00
MVA T/F) at 220 KV S/S
Chhata Mathura
175 Providing and Fixing 01 20,000.00 1770+ 250 2020.00 22.01.2020 23.01.2020

Electronic accessories Month /12.00 /12.00

For Erector Hostel at 220
KV S/S Sikandra Agra

The tender document against this bid specification can be downloaded from e-
procurement website http://etender.up.nic.in & www.upptcl.org Tenders can be
only submitted on e-procurement website http://etender.up.nic.in upto schedule
date & time as above The bidder must go through properly pre-qualifying condition
& ensure that all related papers are uploaded. For participating in bids through the
e-bidding system, it is necessary for the bidders to get themselves registered with
UP Electronics Corporation Limited Lucknow.
Undersigned reserves the right to amend or withdraw any of the terms and
conditions contain in the tender document or accept or reject any bid without
assigning any reason thereof. Please visit website http://etender.up.nic.in or
www.upptcl.org regularly for any correction/modification/amendments/extension
till the date of submission of tender.
Cost of Tender and Earnest Money Submitted in the Account of Executive Engineer,
Electricity Civil Transmission Division, 220 KV S/S Sikandra (Agra) with A/C No-
30065294923, IFSC Code- SBIN0O005717 Payable at S.B.I Foundry Nagar (Agra)
U.P Pin Code-282006. through NEFT/RTGS.
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, ELECTRICITY CIVIL TRANSMISSION CIRCLE

AGRA
UPPTC WEB SITE:- www.upptcl.org
E-PROCUREMENT WEBSITE: http://etender.up.nic.in

“SAVE ENERGY IN THE INTREST OF NATION”
Sd/-

siiek: 1154/fa s |, ./ fafaer e 19/12/2019 SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

Bharat Nirman through Rural Roads

Chief Engineer (Kangra Zone) HPPWD Dharamshala H.P., 176215

BHARAT NIRMAN

UNDER PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA (PMGSY)

e-Procurement Notice

The Government of India has received a loan/credit number “P124639” under PMGSY (Rural Road Project)
Rural Roads Financing towards the cost of Rural Roads Project (Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana) and intends to apply a
part of the funds to cover eligible payments under the contracts for construction of works and PMGSY(Regular). Bidding is open

to all bidders from eligible source countries as defined in the bidding document.

The Chief Engineer (Kangra Zone) HPPWD Dharamshala-176215 on behalf of Governor Himachal Pradesh invites the
item rate bids in electronic tendering system for construction of roads under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana in the District
of Chamba as detailed in the Table below from the eligible contractors registered with HPPWD/CPWD/P&T, Railways/other state
govts/Central Govt agencies. Non-registered bidders may submit bids, however, the successful bidders must get registered in

appropriate class with appropriate authorities before signing the contract.
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Notice Inviting e-Tender
e-NIT NO:eNIT/STD/Doda/32 of 2019 dated:14.12.2019

For and on behalf of the Govt. of UT of Jammu and Kashmir, Superintending Engineer O & M
Circle Kishtwar invites e-Tenders, (In Two Cover System) from reputed A-class electrical contractors
/ registered firms enlisted with CPWD/MES/Railways/DGS&D and Inspection Agency, for Design,
Engineering, Manufacture, Supply, survey, Transportation, Erection, Testing & Commissioning of
3.15 MVA, 33/11KV Receiving Station in Jwalapur, Bounjwah, District Kishtwar, J & K.

Sr.  Description of Work Name of Estimated Earnest Costof Last date of
No. the Office Cost Money document submission
(in Rs) (nRs.) (InRs.) of e-bid
01. Design, Engineering, Superintending 2,45,00,000/- 4,90,000/-  4000/- 28.12.2019
Manufacture, Supply, sur- Engineer, upto
vey Transportation, O&M, Circle 4.00 PM.
Erection, Testing & Kishtwar

Commissioning of 3.15
MVA, 33/11KV Receiving
Station in  Jwalapur,
Bounjwah, District
Kishtwar — J & K along with
Bus-In-Bus-Out arrange-
ment at the station.

1. Bidders are advised to study the Standard Bidding Document and scope of the work carefully.
Submission of e-Bid against this SBD shall be deemed to have been done after careful study and
examination of the procedures, terms and conditions of the Standard Bidding Document with full
understanding of its implications by the bidder.

2. The tender document is available on website http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidders may view or
download the e-Bid document,and submit their e-Bid on line up to date as per the details mentioned
in the table below:

A. Date & Time of downloading of Standard The standard Bidding Document can be downloaded over
Bidding Document http://jktenders.gov.in from 17 .12.2019 from 10:00 A.M.
Sale of Bid Document (Start) 17.12.2019, 10.00 A.M.

C. Sale of Bid Document (End) 27 .12.2019 upto 4.00 PM

w

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
Sub Transmission Division, Doda

No.: STD/Doda/ 2292-95 Dated: 14.12.2019

DIPJ-10930

HIMACHAL PRADESH STATE ELECTRONICS

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED
Ist & Ground Floor, I.T. Bhawan, Mehli, Shimla-171013
Tel. No. 0177-2623259, 2623513, 2626320, 2623513
2623043, FAX: 0177-2626320
Website: www.hpsedc.in

No.: HPSEDC/CC/Excise/SI/2k19-10335
E-TENDER NOTICE

e-Tenders are invited for Identification of new vendor for taking over
the work under HP VAT-IT project i.e. Data centre operation, operation &
maintenance of application, web portals and helpdesk etc. of Excise &
Taxation Department, Himachal Pradesh. Pre-Bid meeting will be held on
26/12/2019 at 02:00PM at HPSEDC, 1st Floor, IT Bhawan, Mehli,
Shimla.

Last date for online e-bid submission is 07/01/2020 (upto02:30 PM)
and shall be opened on the same day at 3:00PM. Detailed Tender
Document containing Technical Specifications and Terms &Conditions
are available on HPSEDC website www.hpsedc.in and https://hpten-
ders.gov.in.

Date:18-12-2019

0585/HP General Manager (Technical)

OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF
(CIVIL), ODISHA
5445 NIRMAN SOUDHA, UNIT-V, BHUBANESWAR

File No. B-IV-H-(ALMC)-8/19 Ltr. No-52958 Bhubaneswar, the 16th Dec.2019
1st Corrigendum

Bid Identification No. CE(B) - 21 / 2019-20

Name of the Work- “Construction of 100 seated New Govt. Medical
College &Teaching Hospital at Jajpur on Turnkey
Basis in the state of Odisha.”

1. The time period of following dates are extended as given below.

Description of Activity Scheduled Date Extended Date
Bid documents shall be available Dt. 17.12.2019 Dt. 27.12.2019
for downloading

pre-bid meeting shall be held Dt.27.12.2019 at Dt.07.01.2020 at

11:00 AM 11:00 AM

Online Submission of Bids shall be Dt.08.01.2020 up Dt.21.01.2020 up
on or before to 5:30 PM to 5:30 PM

hardcopy shall be received on or Dt.15.01.2020 up Dt.28.01.2020 up
before to 5:30 PM to 5:30 PM

Bids received online on due date Dt.16.01.2020 at Dt.29.01.2020 at
and time, shall be opened 11:30 AM 11:30 AM

Division Package Name of the work Estimated Cost Total Period of Bid . .
No. (Rs. in Lacs) Cost Completion Security 2. All other terms and conditions remain unchanged.
Constr- Mainten- (In (Months) (Rs. Sd/-
ti L L . . - .
uction  ance  Lacs) acs) 34117/11/0052/1920 Chief Engineer (Buildings), Odisha
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Bharmour HP-02-325 Construction of Patti to Khund Road Km 0/0to  279.53 279.53 12 5.60
3/300.
Bharmour HP-02-368 Construction of Dadima to Chaled Road Km 317.38 28.90 346.28 18 6.93
Sonstruction OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF,
Bharmour HP-02-331 “Construction of Dalli to Sanh Road” Km 0/0 343.56 3125  374.81 18 7.50 RURAL WATER SUPPLY & SANITATION,
to 5/190.
JAL “O” PARIMAL BHAWAN, UNIT-V
Bh HP-02-324 i illi i 359.91 359.91 18 7.18 - ’ ’
armour g/ir&sg.ructlon of Pilli to Suai Road Km 0/0 to 0-662 BHUBANESWAR-751001, ODISHA
Bharmour HP-02-301 Construction of Garoundi Road (Portion Churi 393.88 393.88 18 788 Tel: 0674-2395734, FAX: 0674-2394946, e-mail: cerwssodisha@gmail.com
to village Radi) Km 0/0 to 6/570. INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
Bharmour HP-02-323 “Construction of Rakh to Dhanara Road” Km 449.79 50.13 499.92 18 10.00
0/0 to 8/325. BID IDENTIFIACTION NO.10745 EIC/RWSS/74/2018-19
Bharmour HP-02-329 Construction of Kilod to Kuned Road Km 0/0 to 5/0. 622.59 622.59 18 12.45 NO. Date:19/12/2019
HP-02-373 Construction of 25.00 RCC Box Girder Bridge
over Batotu Nallah on Kilod Kuned Road at 1 The Engineer-In-Chief, RWSS, Odisha, Bhubaneswar, on behalf of
RD 0/315. Panchayati Raj & Drinking Water Department, Governor of Odisha
Bharmour HP-02-367 “Construction of Hadsar to Kugti Road” Km 691.05 62.15 753.20 18 15.00 invite tenders in double cover system in ONLINE MODE only for
Bh HP-02-328 ?/O o 10/.320' . 7080 208.0 18 17,70 implementation of LED Street lighting system in one village of
armour. "0 Construction of Andrehad Road Km 0/0 to 5/500°. 708.05 05 : each Gramapanchayat districtwise in 16 districts of Odisha on
HP-02-372 Construction of 40.00 Mtrs Span Bridge over o ,
Ghatour Nallah on Kodla to Andrehad Road at turn-key basis including AMC for 5 years after one year guarantee
RD 0/015. period and 2 years extended warranty period throughout the state.
Bharmour HP-02-322 Construction of Choli to Quarsi Road (Portion 683.21 683.21 18 13.70 . ; PR
Lamboo to Quarsi) Km 0/0 to 8/890. 2 Nature of work : il;np!:amve"rlnatlonfof LﬁDGrSt:ﬁet Ilghﬁng stystem
Bharmour HP-02-344  Construction of Churi to Bakkal Road Km 0/0 891.38 ~ 48.18  939.56 24 18.80 ' one vilage of each faramapanchaya
to 8/0. districtwise in 16 districts of Odisha on turn-
Bharmour HP-04-383 Construction of Rajgunda to Bara Bhangal 3855.69 3855.69 24 77.11 key basis Includlng.AMC for 5 years after one
Road Km 0/0 to 21/400. year guarantee period and 2 years extended
HP-04-401 Construction of 40.00 Mirs Span Steel Truss warranty period throughout the state.
Bridge over Gargu Nallah on Rajgunda to Bara AT
Bhangal Road at Rd 4/750. 3 Number of works : 16 Nos individual works (01 no. per each
HP-04-402  Construction of 40.00 Mirs Span Steel Truss district)
Eﬂggga?vs(r)e%h:tr%gl g}lfgo?n Relgunda to Bara 4 Estimated Cost  : Ranging from Rs. 1.0 crore to Rs.7.5 Crore
Killar HP-02-361 Construction of link Road to village Thandol 496.75  37.85  534.60 18 10.70 5 Cost of Bid : Rs. 10,000/- each district(Non-refundable)
Km 0/0 to 6/285 Document
Killar HP-02-357  Upgradation of Kiri Dharwas to Sural Bhatori 1072.85 104.18  1177.03 24 23.25 6 Class of : Sole Proprietor/Partnership firms/ company
. Road Km 0/0 to 17/300 Contractor having electrical contract license (MV &
Killar HP-02-360 Upgradation of link Road from Sach Khas to 1365.06 148.68 1513.74 24 30.30 above) or HT license registered with the State
Towan Km 0/0 to 24/290
Chamba HP-02-316 Construction of 33.00 Mirs Soan Steel T 15112 15112 1o 3,00 Government/ Central Government/ MES/
Bﬁggéugvfrn&u Khad tor?inkpfgad teoevillrgsz ' ' ' Railway or other Licensing Authority or OEM
Sanoutha at RD 0/590 (LED Bulb) or its authorized dealer in Odisha
Chamba  HP-02-312 Construction of 90.00 Mtrs Span Bridge over River 899.39 899.39 18 18.00 in consortium with electrical contractors
Ravi on Rajera Baili Road at Bhanai Rd 0/140. having license (MV & above or HT license).
Salooni  HP-02-370 Construction of 19.75 Meters Sapn RCC T- 34.63 34.63 9 0.70 Sl ST
Beam Bridge over Khared Nallah on Sundia 7 Availability qf Bid :From 5 PM of 11.03.2019 to 5 PM of
Girjindoo Road at Rd 32/615. Documents in the 11.04.2019
Salooni  HP-02-345 Construction of link Road to village Dhugar 256.11  13.85  269.96 12 5.40 portal for Online
Km 0/0 to 3/300. Bidding
Other details can be seen in the bidding document. The Employer shall not be held liable for any delays due to system 8 Date of opening of : 12.04.2019 at 11 AM
failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bidders of any bid updates, the Employer shall not Bid in Online
be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It is the bidders’ responsibility to verify the website for the latest informa- . . .. .
tion related to the tender. 9 Instructions to : One bidder can participate up to a maximum
Submission of all physical documents will be accepted only up to or before the time and date of submission of bids. No Bidder of 5 districts.

physical documents will be accepted after the closing date and time of submission of bids.
Last Date/ Time and place for receipt of bids through e-procurement:-

Bids can be submitted online from Date 23 Month 12 Year 2019 to Date 06 Month 01 Year 2020 upto 1700 Hours and
will be opened on Date 07 Month 01 Year 2020 at 1130 Hours in the office of Superintending Engineer, 7th Circle, HPPWD,

Dalhousie.
For further details please log on to https://pmgsytendershp.gov.in.
The undersigned has right to extend or cancel the bids without declaring any reasons there-of..

3580/H.P.

Sd/- Chief Engineer,
Kangra Zone, H..P.P.W.D, Dharamshala-176215.
Fax:011892-223100, Tel: 011892-224948.

10 The bidders have to participate in ONLINE Bidding only for which
the bidder must possess compatible Digital Signature Certificate
(DSC) of Class Il or Class lll. Further details can be seen from the
e-procurement portal http://tendersorissa.gov.in

Sd/-

25040/11/0015/1920 Engineer-in-Chief, RWSS
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Protests against NRC and

CAA move beyond campus

NRC will come, says Nadda; what use of
Hindu rashtra with unrest, says Thackeray

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, LUCKNOW,
BENGALURU, DECEMBER 19

FROM DELHI, Lucknow and
Bengaluru to Kolkata, Mumbai
and Patna, protests against the

new controversial citizenship
law today moved out of univer-
sity campuses in multiple cities
as thousands poured into the
streets defying prohibitory or-
ders. The protests hit normal life
in many places. In the national
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New
protests,
® newrisk

THE WIDENING of anti-
CAA protests across the
country poses new chal-
lenges to the Centre and
states: law and order and
the potential risks of
communal polarisation.
Violence in BJP-ruled
states may sharpen the
faultlines and set the
stage for a crackdown.

¥6.00 (T8 PATNA & RAIPUR, ¥12 SRINAGAR) WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

After 1,200 were detained at Red Fort and Mandi House, protesters gathered at Jantar Mantar Thursday to call for a repeal of the new citizenship law and a freeze on NRC. Tashi Tobgyal

First time, Internet, voice,
SMS shut down in capital

KARISHMA MEHROTRA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 19

IN A first, mobile internet, voice
and SMS services were snapped
in several parts of Delhi against
the backdrop of protests against
the new citizenship law.

This came after a letter was
sent to “Nodal officers” of “Airtel,
Vodafone-Idea, Jio, MTNL/BSNL”

by DCP (Special Cell) P S
Kushwah. The letter states: “In
view of the prevailing law and or-
der situation, itis hereby directed
that communication of all types,
that is, voice, SMS and internet,
be halted from9amto 1 pm (on
Thursday) in the Cell IDs/BTS
covering the following areas:
Walled city areas of North and
Central districts, Mandi House,

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

Historian Ramachandra Guha detained in Bengaluru; image
spread across as a symbol of civil society protest

FULL COVERAGE: PAGES 6, 9, 16

Violence as protesters,
police clash: 2 killed in
Mangalore, 1 in Lucknow

JOHNSONTA

& AVANEESH MISHRA
BENGALURU, LUCKNOW,
DECEMBER19

THREE PERSONS were killed in
alleged police firing — two in the
coastal Karnataka city of
Mangalore and one in the Old
Lucknow locality of UP — after
protests against the new citizen-
ship law turned violent in these
areas despite prohibitory orders.

“There are two bodies at the
Highland Hospital of persons who
died in the police firing. One is
Abdul Jaleel, 49, and the other is

A police outpost vandalised
in Lucknow. Vishal Srivastav

Naushin, 26,” said a councillor in
the Mangalore City Corporation,
Abdul Lathif, who was at the
hospital Thursday night.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4
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Speaker stresses on transparency

Dehradun: Expressing
concern over remarks
made by the judiciary in
certain cases of Assembly
Speakers’ decisions on
defections, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla on
Thursday stressed on
transparency in presiding
officers’ decisions in the
matters of defections.

Birla said a panel has
been formed to suggest
changes in the legislative
rules and in Constitution.
He was speaking to re-
porters after addressing
valedictory session of
two-day Conference of
Presiding Officers of
Legislative Bodies of India
in Dehradun. ENS

ROHINI

Sun. 22nd Dec. 2019
10 A.MM. to 12 P.\V.
4 P.\VV1. to 6 P.\V.

Sun. 29th Dec. 2019
10 A.M. to 12 P. M.
4 P.M. to 6 P.M.

patches start
5o Janue™y
2020
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IPLAUCTION 2020: COMPLETE LIST OF PLAYERS SOLD, UNSOLD WITH PRICE

IPL Auction 2020 Sold, Unsold Players List: This year's auction is the last one before the franchises disband

next year and prepare to assemble fresh squads from 2021 at amegaauction

VIDEO OF THE DAY

INTERNET SHUT
DOWN IN DELHI

Mobile internet

services were cut in

FULL COVERAGE

some parts of the Delhi

FROM PAGE ONE

Protests against NRC and
CAA move beyond campus

First time,
mobile internet
shut down

in Delhi

Seelampur, Jaffrabad,
Mustafabad, Jamia Nagar,
Shaheen Bagh and Bawana.”

“This should be treated as an
absolute direction and compli-
ance should be reported,” it
states.

As protesters as well as local
residents reached out to the tele-
com companies for clarity on
Twitter, Vodafone responded:
“As per the directive received
from the government, services
are stopped at a few locations. As
a result of this, you will not be
able to use services till 1 pm at
these locations.”

“Thereis a government order
and we are just following it,” PTI
quoted Bharti Airtel chairman
Sunil Mittal as saying.

Sources in Reliance Jio told
The Indian Express, “There was a
standard instruction given to all
the telecom companies, so
everybody had to comply and we
did too. This is part of a govern-
ment process.”

Telecom service providers are
bound by their licence agree-
ments to comply with govern-
ment orders. Sources from a tele-
com firm confirmed this was the
first time mobile internet was
suspended in the national capi-
tal.

While the most direct laws
related to internet shutdowns are
the Temporary Suspension Rules,
2017, in which the Centre or
State’s Home Secretary orders
the  shutdown, District
Magistrates have interpreted
their powers under Section 144
of the Criminal Code of
Procedure to include restrictions
on telecom and internet. In
Delhi’s case, however, the order
to telecom firms was issued by a
Deputy Commissioner of Police.

Meanwhile, mobile services
were also snapped for 24 hours
in Ghaziabad late Thursday night.
“There is a possibility that anti-so-
cial elements can misuse internet
services and create rumours that
can lead to law and order prob-
lems since there have been vio-
lent protests against CAA. Keeping
this in mind, the administration
will be shutting down all mobile
services between 10 pm on
Thursday to 10 pm Friday,” the of-
ficial letter read.

capital, internet and telecom serv-
ices were snapped for the first
time.

Inthe Old Lucknow neighbour-
hood in UP and in Karnataka’s
Mangalore, protests took a violent
turn as angry mobs fought pitched
battles with the police and set
ablaze buses and vehicles. One was
killed in Lucknow and two in
Mangalore.

In Delhi, senior Opposition
leaders and hundreds of students
and activists were detained by po-
lice as they marched from Red Fort
in the old city area. Among those
detained included Left leaders
Sitaram Yechury, D Raja, Brinda
Karat, Congress’s Ajay Maken and
Sandeep Dikshit and activists like
Yogendra Yadav. Students leaders
like Umar Khalid too were among
those detained near Mandi House
in the heart of the capital.

InBengaluru, historian and au-
thor Ramchandra Guha was de-
tained, his stand-off with the po-
lice and detention captured on
video that spread across social me-
dia as a powerful frame of civil so-
ciety speaking up and calling out
the new law.

A large number of protesters
gathered at the Jantar Mantar as
well. While protests remained
largely peaceful in Delhi, where
there were violent demonstrations
and police action in Jamia Millia
Islamiajust a few days ago, clashes
broke out in Lucknow and there
were reports of arson.

Protesters pelted stones at the
police and set on fire a police post.
A passenger bus was set on fire in
the Sambhal area.

DGP O P Singh said police had

Two die in
Mangalore, one
in Lucknow

In Lucknow, officials identified
the man who died as Mohammad
Wakeel (25) from the Daulatgan;j
area. Authorities at the King
George Medical University said he
was brought to the trauma centre
with a “gunshot wound” on the ab-

to fire tear-gas shells to control the
situationin Madeyganj area, while
nearly 20 people have been taken
into custody. AMU teachers held a
silent march opposing the new law
in Aligarh.

Talking tough, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath said
there is no place for violence in a
democracy and promised “re-
venge” on those behind the vio-
lence. “There was violence in
Lucknow and Sambhal and we will
deal with it strictly. All properties
of those involved in damaging
public assets will be seized and
auctioned to compensate for the
losses..They have been captured in
video and CCTV footage. We will
take ‘badla’(revenge)on them,” he
said.

In Mangaluru, police lobbed
tear gas shells, resorted to baton
charge and fired in the air to dis-
perse protesters. Authorities have
imposed Section 144 for the next
three days starting from Thursday
in Bengaluru, Mysuru, Kalaburagji,
Mangaluru, Belagavi, Hubballi,
Shivamogga, Chikkamagaluruand
Hassan and Chikkaballapura.

Several Metro stations were
closed in Delhi and authorities or-
dered shutting down of internet
and telecom services in select ar-
eas. Congress’s Abhishek Singhvi
said Delhiis seeing a “Kashmir-like
situation.” “Why has the internet
been shut down? Have all resi-
dents of Delhi become urban nax-
als?” asked senior Congress leader
P Chidambaram. Singhvi said
“there is undeclared emergency in
the country.”

“Section 144 has beenimposed
near Red Fort...Metro stations are

domen.

The trauma centre in-charge
said Wakeel was among four per-
sons who were admitted between
4 pm and 4.55 pm Thursday with
“gunshot injuries”. However, UP
DGP O P Singh said Wakeel’s death
had “nothing to do with the agita-
tion”.

In Karnataka, senior officials
were silent on the deaths although
Mangalore Police Commissioner P

CAAPROTESTS
LIVE UPDATES

Home Ministry called
meeting to review the

security situation

closed down..There are obstruc-
tions everywhere, roads are
closed...The normalcy that is be-
ing talked about in Kashmir has
reached here. And what is the
Kashmir-like normalcy...Airtel...Jio
have said that internet has been
shut down under
direction...Yeddyurappa has im-
posed Section 144 in almost all of
Karnataka...there are huge demon-
strations in Kolkata...AASU is
protesting all over Assam...In Bihar,
posters have surfaced about miss-
ing Chief Ministers. Schools and
colleges are shut...there are protests
inPatna... this is not BJP-kaal...this is
aghoshit apaatkaal (undeclared
emergency),”Singhvi said.

The BJP hit back with the
party’s working president | P
Nadda asserting that the citizen-
ship law will beimplemented and
“going forward National Register
of Citizens (NRC) also will be
brought in.” Nadda accused the
Congress of spreading hatred and
indulging in the politics of ap-
peasement.

He said the language of
Pakistan and that of the Congress
was the same. India, he said, is
marching ahead under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and will
continue todo so. “The Citizenship
(Amendment) Act will be imple-
mented, so will be the NRC in fu-
ture,” he said.

Commenting on the protests
across the country, Maharashtra
Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray
told reporters at his official resi-
dence in Nagpur: “The environ-
ment of unrest is there across the
country.If unrest is going to remain
inthe country, then whatis the use
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Whatis Section 144
and when can it be
implemented?

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Yesterday, Section 144 was imposed in
parts of the country and hundreds of
anti-CAA protestors were detained. We
explain when Section 144 is implemented

of such a Hindu rashtra?”

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee dared the
Government to conduct a UN-
monitored referendum on the
Citizenship Act and the proposed
nationwide NRC. “Just because BJP
has got the majority doesn’'t mean
they can do whatever they want. If
the BJP has guts, it should go for a
United Nations-monitored refer-
endum on the issue of Citizenship
Amendment Act and the NRC...If
the BJPloses this mass vote, thenit
should step down from the gov-
ernment,” she said.

Yechury said the situation in
Delhi was worse than that during
the Emergency. “India today has
the ignominy of being the largest
internet shutdown in the world. It
is unacceptable. Metro stations
were closed. This is worse than
what we saw during the
Emergency. The manner in which
they are dealing with democratic
protests is unacceptable. Today’s
protests showed the determina-
tion of youngsters to not let
democracy be butchered. This was
not a one off protest, such protests
will continue,” he said.

AICC general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said the
voice of people cannot be silenced
by force. “Every time force is ap-
plied to dominate and rule, every
time you beat and suppress, every
time you push people to the wall,
they will rise up stronger, their re-
solve will strengthen and their
voice will grow louder. Our free-
dom movement was proof of this,
our constitution is the guarantor of
itand our people are the soul of it,”
she said.

S Harsha participated in a press
conference with Muslim leaders
who said that two deaths had oc-
curred during violence in the city.

CCTV footage from the hospi-
tal showed policemen entering the
premises Thursday evening and
resorting to a lathicharge to dis-
perse those gathered in the com-
pound.

Karnataka Chief Minister B S
Yediyurappa asked ADGP (law and

order) Amar Kumar Pandey to rush
to Mangalore to take charge of the
situation. “I have given instructions
to police to not allow such inci-
dents to happen again in the re-
gion,” he said. The state home de-
partment also banned Internet
services in the Mangalore region
for 48 hours.

On Wednesday, Yediyurappa
had said that CAA would be imple-
mented in the state. On Thursday;,

NIZAM OF HYDERABAD FUNDS

UK High Court orders Pak
to pay millions in legal costs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LONDON, DECEMBER 19

A UK High Court judge, who ruled in
favour of Indiain a decades-old legal dis-
pute with Pakistan over funds belonging
to the Nizam of Hyderabad at the time of
Partition in 1947 and deposited in a
London bank account, on Thursday or-
dered Pakistan to pay millions of pounds
in legal costs.

The Nizam'’s descendants, Prince
Mukarram Jah — the titular eighth Nizam
of Hyderabad — and his younger brother
Muffakham Jah, had joined hands with
the Indian governmentin the legal battle
against the Pakistan government over
around GBP 35 million lying with
NatWest Bank plc in London.

Justice Marcus Smith ruled in October
that the “Nizam VIl was beneficially enti-
tled to the Fund and those claiming in
right of Nizam VII — the Princes and India
— are entitled to have the sum paid out to
their order”.

Atthe end of afollow-on “consequen-
tials hearing” at the Royal Courts of Justice
in London on Thursday, Justice Smith con-
cluded that Pakistan must pay the other
parties 65 per cent of their legal costs on
account, with detailed assessment to fol-
lowif agreementis not reached on the fi-
nal amount. “Today’s hearing brings this
litigation, which started in 2013 but

where the underlying dispute dates back
toin 1948, toanend atlonglast,” said Paul
Hewitt, partner at Withers LLP, the law
firm which acted for the eighth Nizam.

“We are pleased that Pakistan has de-
cided not to contest Mr Justice Smith’s
judgment,” he said.

As part of the legal costs order, GBP
367,387.90 is related to the costs of
NatWest Bank, which has held the funds
for over 70 years. While the bank’s costs
have already been paid from the Fund,
Pakistan would be reconstituting the fund
in respect of those costs.

Under the 65 per cent costs covered
by the court order, India is entitled to
around GBP 2,802,192.22, Prince
Muffakham Jah to GBP 1,835,445.83 and
the eighth Nizam of Hyderabad Prince
Mukarram Jah GBP 795,064.63.

During atrial earlier this year, the High
Court had been asked to determine the
“central question” of who exactly is the
“beneficial” owner of funds belonging to
the late Nizam, Osman Ali Khan.

The Nizam, who faced the quandary
of joining Pakistan or staying with India at
the time of the funds transferin 1948, had
later reportedly sought the return of the
funds. NatWest Bank has since held on to
funds deposited into the London bank ac-
count of then Pakistan High
Commissioner  Habib  Ibrahim
Rahimtoola in safekeeping until its right-
ful legal owner is established.

AMU VIOLENCE

Police charge 26 people
for attempt to murder

AMILBHATNAGAR
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 19

ALIGARH POLICE have charged
26 people for attempt to murder
in connection with the Sunday
night violence at Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU) against the cit-
izenship law and police action
on students of Jamia Millia
University in Delhi.

The FIR stated that students
fired at police with countrymade
pistols. Among those named in
the FIR are outgoing Aligarh
Students’ Union president
Salman Imtiyaz and other office-
bearers. “The students gathered
at Bab-e-Syed gate (of AMU)and
began protesting against the cit-
izenship law and in support of
the students of Jamia Millia
University. The crowd was in-
cited by student leaders. The
crowd then broke the gate and
began pelting stones at the po-
lice. The crowd became further
agitated and broke the gate.
After which the protesters fired
with country-made pistols and
pelted stones at policemen with
the intention of killing them,”
the FIR stated.

According to the FIR, the po-

lice barricades placed in front of
the proctor’s office were dam-
aged by the mob. The FIR also
stated that police initially made
publicannouncements calling for
maintaining peace, but to “con-
tain the crowd of 1,200-1,300
people”, they had toresort tolath-
icharge and tear gas shelling.

According to police, 21 secu-
rity personnel were injured in
the protests out of which three
were hospitalised. University of-
ficials, on the other hand, had
said that four students were in-
jured in the clashes. The stu-
dents though put the number of
those injured between 25 and
30. The university on Monday
had declared early winter vaca-
tion and postponed exams.

No arrests have been made,
a senior police official said.

File replies, orders HC

The Allahabad High Courton
Thursday asked the Uttar
Pradesh government and the
AMU administration to file its
replies within two weeks on a
plea about police resorting to
lathicharge and using tear gas
shells against students who
were protesting against the new
citizenship law. PTI

he moved to assure the Muslim
community that their interests
would be protected by the BJP gov-
ernment in the state.

“lappeal to Muslim brothers to
maintain peace and order.
Protecting your interests is our re-
sponsibility. The CAA law will not
affect you. The CAA is no threat to
the people of this country. It is an
Act applied to people from other
countries who seek citizenship.
CAA does not discriminate people
on the basis of religion. Citizenship
is accorded on the basis of nation-
ality and not on the basis of religion
or caste,” he said.

In Lucknow, meanwhile, police
said Wakeel suffered a “bullet in-
jury in his stomach in the Old
Lucknow area” while protesters
were returning home after a
demonstration. They said he was
“immediately rushed to hospital
where he died during treatment”.

Speaking to reporters, DGPO P
Singh said: “I do not think the
death has any connection with to-
day’s agitation, or with the police
reaction and action. We are not go-
ing to discuss what happened and
what didn’t, and our priority is to
maintain law and order. We will
analyse what happened later. At
present, the priority is law and or-
der, and to peacefully organise
Friday prayers tomorrow. Our
forces and magistrates are all on
the field and the situation is nor-
mal across the state.”

Sandeep Tiwari, the trauma
centre in-charge, said the “four
persons admitted were identified
as Jilani (15), Ranjeet Singh (47),
Mohammad Wakeel (25) and
Waseem Khan (22)”. “All except
Ranjeet have gunshot injuries.
Wakeel succumbed to injuries,”
said Tiwari, who also heads the
trauma surgery department.

Late Thursday, a purported
video was shared on social media
in which a man claiming to be
Wakeel’s brother alleged that a
Sub-Inspector  near  the
Hussainabad police post had shot
his brother. The man claimed that
he and his brother were auto driv-
ers. He claimed his brother had
got married around 18 months
ago, and that his wife was preg-
nant.

“My brother had to go to the
United Arab Emirates, and we were
never involved in any matter re-
lated to police,” the man claimed.

Circle Officer (Chowk), Durga
Prasad Tiwari, said he had not seen
the video but denied the allega-
tions that the death occurred in po-
lice firing.

NITT Aayog set to start
drafting roadmap for
population stabilisation

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 19

INVOKING THE Prime Minister’s
concern over rising population,
the NITI Aayog is set to start a
process of drafting the roadmap
for population stabilisation in
the country.

Taking the first step, the
Aayog is organising a national
consultation on ‘Realising the vi-
sion of population stabilization:
leaving no one behind’ on Friday.

“The recommendations from
the consultation will contribute
toaNITI Aayog working paper to
help achieve India’s vision of at-
taining population stabilization,
as voiced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on 15 August
2019,” said an official statement
by the Aayog.

“The consultative meeting be-
ing organised in partnership with
Population Foundation of India
(PFT)will bring together senior of-
ficials, experts and subject matter
specialists to discuss ways and
means of strengthening India’s
population policy and family
planning programmes,” said the
statement.

NITI Aayog’s move comes four

months after the Prime Minister
voiced concern over the issue.

Modi said in hisIndependence
Day speech, “This rapidly increas-
ing population poses various new
challenges for us and our future
generations.”

“Time has now come that we
should take challenges head-on.
Sometimes decisions are taken
keeping in mind political advan-
tage but they come at the cost of
growth of future generation of our
country. I would like to highlight
the issue of population explo-
sion...,” Modi had said.

Modi said, “In our society,
there is a section which is very
well aware of the consequences
of the uncontrolled population
growth. They all deserve acco-
lades and respect. Thisis also their
expression for their love for the
nation...We should learn from
them. We need to worry about
population explosion.”

India with a current popula-
tion size of 1.37 billion is the sec-
ond most populous country in the
world. India’s birthrates are falling
but the population continues to
grow due to the fact that more
than 30 per cent of the population
is young and in the reproductive
age group.
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THECITY 3

OVER 100 HOTSPOTS INPLACE

On day of internet curbs, CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 19

DELHI CHIEF Minister Arvind
Kejriwal inaugurated the long-
awaited free WiFi scheme at ITO
Thursday, even as mobile inter-
net was blocked in several parts
of the city for four hours. Over a
hundred WiFi hotspots have
been installed across Delhi.

Speaking after the inaugura-
tion, Kejriwal said: “Ajeeb si baat
hai, jis din Dilli main internet band
hai police ke order pe, uss din hum
ye project launch kar rahe hain. (It
is odd that we are launching this
project on a day that internet
services are down because of a
police order),” he said.

The CM has questioned the
Centre’s decision to bring in the
new citizenship law, saying it

BRIEFLY

Record job
offersatllT-D

New Delhi: IIT Delhi has
seen the highest ever
number of selection of
students in the first phase
of its placements, where
over 960 offers were
made. Of the 967 job of-
fers, 943 were domestic
and 24 were interna-
tional. Students have also
bagged 187 pre-place-
ment offers. ENS

Man held for
smuggling at
|Gl airport

New Delhi: A Venezuelan
man has been arrested at
Delhi airport for allegedly
trying to smuggle nar-
cotics worth Rs 88 lakh by
concealing it in his body;,
customs department said
Thursday. PTI

Kejriwal and Jain at the
launch ceremony. Express

does not solve problems of the
people of India.

At the inauguration, Kejriwal
said: “Providing free WiFi con-
nection to the people is the last
promise on our manifesto, and I
believe this is the first and the
only government in Delhi to
have fulfilled all the promises it

launches free WiFi sch

has made in the manifesto.”

A total of 11,000 WiFi
hotspots are to be installed
across Delhi. Of these, 4,000 will
be installed at bus stops and
7,000 at market places and loca-
tions suggested by RWAs. Each
hotspot will cover a radius of 80
metres. Of the total, 6,100
hotspots will have a speed of 200
Mbps while 4,900 hotspots will
have a speed of 50 Mbps.

“By evening, 109 WiFi
hotspots will be active and after
the completion of the installa-
tion of the initial 100 hotspots,
500 hotspots will be installed
every week,” he said. Users will
be given a free data limit of 15 GB
per month, with a data limit of
1.5 GB per day.

‘Fear among people’
The CM also said that the de-

teriorating law and order situa-
tion in the country was worri-
some. “There is fear among peo-
ple belonging to all religions and
faiths. They are wondering what
they will do when they will be
asked to produce papers to prove
their citizenship. The poor in our
country don’t possess such pa-
pers and nearly 70% people
would not have them. As a con-
sequence, these people would be
told to leave the country. Where
will they go? This is our country
and it belongs to our people, all
of us were born here, our parents,
grandparents were born here
too... | appeal to the central gov-
ernment with folded hands that
there is no need of this law. At this
time, the biggest requirement is
to provide jobs to our youth... In
my view, Centre should take back
this law,” he said.

Funds ‘diverted’, SC asks
Centre to take over Unitech

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 19

THE SUPREME Court has asked
the Centre to take over the man-
agement of the beleaguered real
estate group Unitech Limited
and appoint independent direc-
tors, saying that funds raised by
the group from home buyers and
financial institutions were
“prima facie found to have been
diverted, siphoned off and mis-
appropriated”.

Observing that a forensic au-
dit of the group’s accounts had
highlighted “diversion of funds
to off-shore tax havens” and “re-
lated companies”, a bench of
Justice DY Chandrachud and
Justice M R Shah also asked the
government Wednesday “to
take urgent action”.

The order said that the “in-
terim report” submitted by the
forensic auditors of M/s Grant

The bench also directed a
probe in the matter

Thornton showed that of the
Rs 14,270 crore collected from
29,800 home buyers, around
Rs 5,063.05 crore was “poten-
tially not utilised... for the con-
struction/execution of the 74
identified projects”.

Similarly, Unitech availed
Rs 1,805.86 crore from six finan-
cial institutions, out of which
Rs 763.06 crore, was not utilised
for projects.

The report indicated that
“between 2007-2010, three sub-
sidiaries of Unitech made invest-
ments of Rs 1,745.81 croresin 10
companies in Cyprus”.

The bench directed that a
probe be held “both from the an-
gle of money laundering and
other related facets”. The court
also ordered a copy of the report
be given to the Attorney General
of India for further action.

The court also rejected the
bail pleas of the group’s promot-
ers, taking “serious note” that de-
spite its successive orders, full
data and information relating to
the group’s accounts was not
provided to the forensic auditors.

The court had earlier sought
to know if the NBCC will be able
to take over the unfinished proj-
ects. In response, Attorney
General K K Venugopal said
NBCC can only act as a project
management consultant, under
the supervision of a committee.

Offer Closes - 20th Dec 2019

ADVERTORIAL An initiative by

Beach Shacks Now Open For The First time In
Odisha at The Marine Drive Eco Retreat

HE MARINE Drive Eco Retreat, a

unique initiative by Odisha

Tourism, now boasts of Beach

Shacks with a vibrant ambience
and delectable food accompanied by a
wide range of beverages with a beach
view that makes the most sought-after
getaways pale in comparison. This is also
the first time that beach shacks have
been set up in Odisha.

The place offers a perfect getaway for
tourists as well as locals, and the golden
sands and the sound of the turquoise
waves promise visitors quality time to re-
juvenate.

The beach shacks are open all day at
the Marine Drive Eco Retreat in Konark
from today till 31 January 2020.

Moreover, the crowd will be treated to
cultural performances and a light and
sound show at 6 pm every day.

Vishal K. Dey, IAS, Commissioner-cum-
Secretary, Odisha Tourism and Odisha
Sports said: "Beach shacks are very pop-
ular not just among youths but also
among families and we wanted to give
not just the in-house guests but everyone
a chance to come and soak in the ambi-
ence of the sea and Marine Drive Eco Re-
treat. With Christmas and New Year just
around the corner, this is a perfect place to
be at."

About Marine Drive Eco Retreat:

Scheduled from 14 December 2019 to
31 January 2020, the Eco Retreat
promises to be a unique experience of
Glamourous Camping in 50 luxury cot-
tages, delectable cuisine, beach spa, ad-
venture & water sports activities, nature

trails and wholesome day itineraries, cul-
tural evenings, and a lot more.

Earlier this year in May, Odisha'’s coast
was battered by an extremely severe Cy-
clone Fani (Category 4) which wreaked
havoc and caused immense damage to
flora and fauna and infrastructure of the
state. However, the State worked remark-
ably well to get back on its feet just
weeks after the tragedy.

The Marine Drive Eco Retreat has been
developed as an environmentally sus-
tainable model incorporating best prac-
tices in material utilisation, zero liquid
and sewerage discharge and holistic
waste management.

Apart from the exclusive facilities, the
Eco Retreat comprises a food festival, a
beach market, and an events venue for
mega evenings — all of which, besides
thrilling water sports, will be accessible
to day visitors at affordable entry prices.

What to expect at the Marine Drive Eco

Retreat:

GLAMPING

Stay in the middle of nature’s bounty
in a luxury cottage with the ambience
and hospitality of a five star hotel. The
concept of GLAMPING i.e. Glamorous

Camping has caught on with not only the
current generation but also people of dif-
ferent age groups.

At the Marine Drive Eco Retreat you
can experience a unique luxurious ac-
commodation offering rich thematic am-

bience, a dedicated dining area and mul-
tiple options of staying at the Luxury Cot-
tages replete with facilities like air-condi-
tioner, television, sofa sets, as per your
requirement.

ADVENTURE SPORTS

Odisha is already known as the ‘Sports
Capital of India" and with a 480 km coast-
line to boast of, it has started focusing on
adventure sports as well. And who doesn’t
love an adrenaline rush especially when
it's by the water. With activities like jet-
ski, Speed boating, parasailing, ATV,
archery, rifle shooting, bicycles, beach vol-
leyball, Zorbing, water roller among others
on the charts, the Eco Retreat promises to
be a thrilling experience.

WELLNESS

While the Ramachandi sandbar itself
makes for a therapeutic walk, the exclu-
sive spa by the sea for guests offers the
ultimate detox. The itinerary includes
early morning nature trails in the Baluk-
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hand Sanctuary which are the best way
to resettle you to your instinctive and nat-
ural best. One can chase the calm with
the competitive zest of beach volleyball.

CULTURE MIXTAPE

While niche talents and folk artistes
from across Odisha and India will exhibit
their talents every evening, the weekends
promise to resonate with the best of rock,
Indie pop, folk genres, Celebrity DJs and
the Bollywood's known voices take the
stage and make you groove.

The who's who set to take the stage
are Indian Ocean, Harshdeep Kaur, Mame
Khan, Benny Dayal, Papon, Divya Kumar,
Salim Suleiman and Krishna Beuraa.

See the full artist line-up below. Shows
startat 6 pm.

Bus Transport to and from the Eco Re-
treat @Rs. 100/- per person will be avail-
able on event days on first-cum-first-
serve basis from:

KIIT | Khandagiri Square: 4:00 PM
Kalinga Stadium | Vani Vihar: 4:30
PM
Kalpana Square: 5:00 PM
Eco Retreat Website:
https.//ecoretreat.odishatourism.gov.in/
E-mail for bookings:
ecoretreat@panthanivas.com
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Tashi Tobgyal

Gajendra Yadav

Abhinav Saha

Thursday’s protests began at Red Fort and Mandi House. As people started being detained, the venue was shifted to Jantar Mantar, where over 1,000 protesters gathered by evening. Jamia, too, saw protests through the day

MEANWHILE

The human chain
outside Jamia

Students,
locals form
human chain

New Delhi: At the protest
outside Jamia Milla
Islamia Thursday, stu-
dents and locals made a
human chainaround peo-
ple offering namaaz.
Sunday's protest involving
locals and university stu-
dents had turned violent
with buses being set on
fire and police resorting to
lathi charge. Police had
also entered Jamia cam-
pus in the evening and
beaten up students after
rounding them up from
the library.

AlIMS warns
docsagainst
protest

New Delhi: Ahead of a
scheduled demonstration
against the new citizen-
ship law, the AIIMS admin-
istration Thursday warned
its students, resident doc-
tors, faculty and staff from
holding any protest or
strike within the premises
of the institute. A group of
doctors had planned a can-
dlelight march in front of
Jawaharlal Nehru
Auditorium Thursday, but
observed a silent march
and recited the Preamble
of the Constitution outside
gate no 1 of the hospital.

Rs5lakhto
student who
lost sight

New Delhi: The Jamia
Millia Islamia student who
lost sight in one eye after
he was injured in a police
crackdown inside the
campus Sunday has been
offered financial assis-
tance of Rs 5lakhand a job
at the Delhi Waqf Board by
Okhla MLA Amanatullah
Khan, who is also the
board’s chairperson. ENS

PROTESTS AGAINST NEW CITIZENSHIP LAW

AT THE BARRICADES

On day of protests, border choked, Metro stations, net shut

SHIVAMPATEL,

SOURAV ROY BARMAN &
SHARDHOOL SHREENATH
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER19

MORE THAN 1,200 protesters
were detained from thousands
that took part in protests at three
different locations in the capital,
demanding arollback of the new
citizenship law and a proposed
country-wide National Register
of Citizens.

Red Fort, Mandi House and
Jantar Mantar were the centre of
these protests that kept security
forces on their toes even with mo-
bilecommunication and internet
services snapped and 20 Metro
stations being shut downin parts
of the city. Movement was re-
stricted not just for Delhi resi-
dents, but also for those coming
in from Haryana, as heavy barri-
cading meant most couldn’t cross
into the capital for hours.

Protest marches were organ-
ised from Red Fort and Mandi
House to Shaheed Park, with par-
ticipation of political leaders and
students. But amid heavy deten-
tions by security forces, over a
1,000 protesters from both
marches decided to gather at
Jantar Mantar by mid-afternoon,
where the air resonated with
chants of ‘azadi’; some offered
snacks and tea to the crowd; and
others handed out roses to secu-
rity personnel.

Among those detained in the
protests were students and politi-
calleaders including SwarajIndia’s
Yogendra Yadav and Prashant
Bhushan, Left leaders Sitaram
Yechury, D Raja and Brinda Karat,
and human rights activist Harsh
Mander. Yadavwas detained along
with over a 100 protesters from
Red Fort around 11 am as the
march was about to begin.

At Red Fort

Around 400 security person-
nel were deployed at the Red Fort,
and those detained were taken
away in hired private buses. After
the initial round of detentions,
protesters found themselves scat-
tered, with the few who managed
to pass through the barricadesim-
mediately being chased and de-
tained. “It's our right to protestand
march peacefully. We only want
our voices to be heard but that is
being suppressed,” said Hasan
Badr (27), aresident of Okhla.

DCP(Central) Mandeep Singh
Randhawa said CrPC section 144
had been enforced in the area,
which prohibits organising of

public gatherings or rallies. He
added that organisers had sought
permission for the march but it
was rejected.

By 2 pm, protesters were scat-
tered and it was business as usual
for local residents, daily wagers
and shop owners.

At Darya Ganj

While the Red Fort area was
swiftly cleared by the police, a
large crowd gathered near Darya
Ganj’s Sunehri Masjid, outside
Parda Bagh market.

A large contingent of police
and Rapid Action Force (RAF)was
rushed to the spot, where DCP
Randhawa, DCP (North) Monika
Bhardwaj and Additional
Commissioner of Police (Crime)
Ajit K Singla also arrived.

The loose band of protesters
— mostly students from Shyam
Lal College and Kirori Mal College
— sat on a dharna near the
mosque. Shops had shutters
down by that time. In nearby Lala
Lajpat Rai Market, the association
president was announcing that
“we are with the government, the
government is with us, kindly do
not fall for rumours”.

At Parda Bagh, every poster,
every banner, every slogan was
emphaticin terms of rejecting the
NRC and CAA. As TV cameras ap-
proached a protester, Wasim, ask-
ing for his stand, he said: “Ye NRC
aur CAA sage bhai hain, isko alag
karke mat dikhaiye aap log (NRC
and CAA are brothers, you people
should not project them as sepa-
rateissues).”

Women from DU, part of a
platform called Bhagat Singh Ekta
Manch, did the coordination
work at the gathering, which civil
rights activist Kavita Srivastava
also attended. “For me, the tip-
ping point was the police assault
onJamia students. I realised it was
time to hit the streets. It is not so
much about the detentions or ar-
rests, but the brutality on stu-
dents in the library that has left
me shaken,” said Shabi Mirza
(19), who hails from Bulandshahr.

Around 3.30 pmastone came
flying towards the gathering from
a nearby rooftop, creating a flut-
ter. Police rushed to the spot to
quell tensions. Later, personnel
were deployed on rooftops lining
the road where the gathering
took place. The crowd peacefully
dispersed around 5.45 pm.

At Mandi House

AtMandiHouse, a protest be-
ganat 11 ambut was quickly con-
trolled by security officials after

30 minutes by announcing the
imposition of Section 144.
Officials were seen chasing pro-
testers to detain them and send
them away in buses. Police said
all those detained at the protests
were released by 5.30 pm.

At Jantar Mantar

Those left behind were in-
formed to reach Jantar Mantar.
Sanj (23), a student of OP Jindal
University, said, “WhenIreached,
there were barely 50 people, but
we stuck around and within half
an hour, more than 1,000 showed
up.”

From Gurgaon to Mustafabad,
people from across Delhi-NCR
were present at Jantar Mantar, in-
cluding those released from po-
lice detention. The spotbecame a
gathering of students, political
groups, writers and citizens who
voiced their resentment towards
the new legislation with placards,
songs and slogans.

Radhika, a student from
Ashoka University, was among
students handing out roses to
cops. “These are symbols of peace
we are offering. These officers are
doing their duty because of or-
dersbut at the end of the day, they
are also human. We want to
bridge the gap and the tension be-
tween us and them,” she said.

Without a central leadership,
protesters formed multiple
groups and chanted slogans ac-
companied with tambourines
and drums. Among the protest-
ers was Manisha Pandey (46),
who promised her daughter who
could not attend, that she would
go as her “representative”. “Our
Constitution is based on secular-
ism but laws are now being made
based on religion. If we don’t
wake up now, it will be difficult
later,” she said.

At detention centres

Of the detained protesters,
400 were taken to Surajmal sta-
dium, 400 to Northwest district
and 400 to Rajiv Gandhi Khel
Parisar. Those from Red Fort were
taken to Surajmal Stadium,
where they were offered tea,
samosas and bananas. Around
5:30 pm, they were released, an
officer said.

Among those detained were
TaraBhatnagar (30),a documen-
tary filmmaker, and her mother.
“My mother was standing behind
me while [ was shooting the Lal
Quila protest on my camera.
Police personnel first detained my
mother, and when I protested,
they detained me as well.”

Gajendra Yadav

Checking on border, Gurgaon grinds
to a halt, 19 flights at IGI cancelled

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON, DECEMBER 19

COMMUTERS TRAVELLING from
Gurgaon to Delhi via National
Highway 48 and Mehrauli-
Gurgaon road were stuck in traf-
fic jams lasting several hours as
Delhi Police sealed borders and
checked vehicles in the backdrop
of protests against the new citi-
zenship law in the national capi-
tal. The trafficbacklog also meant
several parts of Gurgaon were
crawling through the day.
Asmany as 16 flights from IGI
Airport were delayed and at least
19 were cancelled as flight crew
were delayed due to barricading
at the Delhi-Gurgaon border on
NH 48 Thursday. Acknowledging
the inconvenience, various air-
lines announced that they would
be waiving charges for flight can-
cellations and changes for pas-
sengers. “Due to heavy traffic con-
gestion on Delhi-Gurugram
Highway, consumers who miss
their flight will be accommo-
dated on next Vistara flight forno
extra fee or fare on the basis of
seat availability. We are also offer-
ing free changes and cancella-
tions for those booked to travel
from Delhi today,” Vistara said in
a statement. Air India stated that

The traffic jam lasted several hours

“reissue/no-show/cancellation
and refund charges for all domes-
tic and international tickets for
travel from Delhi” Thursday
would be waived in light of “the
current heavy traffic congestion”.
A statement by Delhi
International Airport Limited said
19 Indigo flights were cancelled
“due to crew getting stuck in traf-
ficjam and other issues”.
Gurgaon Police said they did
not receive any intimation about
heightened security arrange-
ments at the border from their
counterparts in Delhi until barri-
cades had been set up, around
7.30 am. They were finally re-
moved around 4 pm.
“Wereceived the information
in the morning only, at the time
when they started restriction.

Traffic backlog is there across the
city, mostly the Delhi-bound
roads are blocked and we have
tried to inform people through
various channels not to travel to-
wards Delhi," said Himanshu
Garg, DCP (Traffic).

“We also tried to make some
diversions at points, but making
diversions on National Highway
is very difficult, so we are trying
to request people at various
points, through loudspeakers,
that if you are travelling towards
Delhi please turn back. We have
alsoimposed restrictions on com-
mercial vehicles,and heavy vehi-
cles have beenrestricted at places
like Panchgaon Chowk so they
cannot enter the city,” he said.

The first warning about the
traffic situation, issued via

Twitter, however, came too late
for hundreds of commuters, al-
ready in the thick of the conges-
tion at Sirhaul toll plaza, where
Delhi Police had set up barricades
and were allowing vehicles to
pass one by one.

“I saw the tweets put out by
traffic police from Delhi only
around 10 am, by which time |
was deep into the traffic jam... If
they have to take such measures,
they should issue a prior warn-
ing,” said Shubra Sharma, a resi-
dentof Sector 15 stuck at the bor-
der for over two hours.

The same situation prevailed
at the border on MG Road. Nisha
Jain, a Gurgaon resident, said she
was stuckin her car for two hours
while taking her three-year-old
to playschool in Chattarpur.

Some private schools in the
city also had to tweak timings.
Among these was Shiv Nadar
School, which, in a message to
parents at 2.30 pm, stated: "Due
to the prevailing heavy traffic sit-
uation in Delhi/NCR, we are un-
able to ply Delhi bus routes...at 3
pm today. Kindly make arrange-
ments for the pick-up of your
ward accordingly. The staff is in
the school till all students are dis-
persed. The children will be taken
care of until you reach the school
for the pick-up.”

How late-night meeting with NSA and
top cops set the strategy for Thursday

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER19

ROUGHLY TWELVE hours before
people started gathering outside
Red Fort, the capital’s North Block
witnessed a meeting called by
National Security Advisor Ajit
Doval, with Delhi Police
Commissioner Amulya Patnaik,
Special CPs (law and order), JCPs
of tworanges and DCPs of six dis-
tricts in attendance, it is learnt.
On the agenda was a strategy
tomaintainlaw and order the fol-
lowing day. “Intelligence agencies
had received inputs that some
people from Haryana’'s Mewat
would be coming to Delhiinlarge

numbers and could create trou-
ble on the law and order front,” a
senior officer from Delhi Police’s
intelligence wing told The Indian
Express. And so, barricades were
put up on Gurgaon-Delhi border,
and cars started being checked.

Speaking about last night’s
meeting, a police source said: “He
(Doval) discussed the situation
with senior officers and asked for
their viewpoints. The police chief
suggested that a protest march
could be allowed, but the NSA re-
ferred to a tweet by one of the
DCPs which had earlier men-
tioned that no permission had
been granted for the march. So it
was decided that only a desig-
nated place like Jantar Mantar can
be chosen for the protest.”

Heisalsolearnt to have taken
astern view of the “failure” of lo-
cal intelligence during the first
three days of the protest at Jamia,
and for “allowinglocal politicians
and anti-social elements to hi-
jack” the students’ protest.

An officer who attended the
meeting, which lasted 90 min-
utes, said it was decided to call all
personnel from specialised units,
Crime Branch and EOW, and de-
ploy them at sensitive spots with
anti-riot gear. Paramilitary force
personnel were also called in
with advanced gear. “It was also
decided to coordinate with police
counterparts in neighbouring
states, following which border
with Haryana was sealed,” the of-
ficer said. Following the meeting,

DCP (Special Cell) Pramod Singh
Kushwah wrote a letter dated
December 18 to nodal officers of
four telecom service providers,
asking them to stop mobile inter-
net, voice and SMS services in cer-
tain areas.

Sources said after the meeting
with the NSA, senior officers held
a meeting among themselves at
the New Delhi DCP’s office at
Parliament Street. This meeting,
addressed by Patnaik, ended
around 1.15 am. “It was decided
that they will allow protesters to
gather at Jantar Mantar, but those
assembling elsewhere will be de-
tained under CrPC Section 144. It
was also decided to approach
DMRC to shut some Metro sta-
tions,” an officer said.
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Sloganeering in HC over Jamiaissue

After court refused to grant interim protection from coercive action to students

PRITAMPAL SINGH
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 19

THE DELHI High Court wit-
nessed drama Thursday as
lawyers and students burst into
slogans of “shame, shame” after
the court refused to grant in-
terim protection from coercive
action to students protesting in
the capital against the new citi-
zenship law.

A bench of Chief Justice DN
Patel and Justice C Hari Shankar
said “no” to persistent requests
made by senior advocates for stu-
dents of Jamia Millia Islamia that
they should be granted interim

protection from police action;
preservation of CCTV footage;
and appointment of acommittee
to examine the situation.

The bench issued a notice to
the Centre, Delhi government and
Delhi Police on pleas filed by
Jamia students, former students
of the varsity, Okhlaresidents and
advocates. It directed authorities
to file their affidavits in the mat-
ters, and listed it for hearing on
February 4.

It advanced the matter from
March 4 to February 4 after senior
advocates Indira Jaising, Salman
Khurshid, Sanjay R Hegde and
Colin Gonsalves, appearing for
the petitioners, sought interim

protection for students.

During the hearing of the pe-
titions in the packed courtroom,
Jaising said, “Issue is how do we
maintain balance between right
to protest and free speech, and
maintaining law and order.” She
added that “nobody is in favour
of violence”.

The Chief Justice did not pay
any heed to their prayers, rose
from the court and started walk-
ing towards his chamber. The
courtroom then witnessed
chants of “shame, shame, shame
on the judiciary, shame”.

A couple of young lawyers
present in the courtroom also
burstinto tears, and senior coun-

sel could be seen consoling them,
saying they would move the
Supreme Court. Lawyers and
some students present during the
hearing walked out of the court-
room chanting “shame on you”.
The demand for protection
was made during hearing of
PILs, including one by Jamia stu-
dents Ladeeda Farzana and
Ayesha Renna and an advocate
Nabila Hasan, who sought direc-
tion to set up a court-monitored
committee headed by a retired
High Court or Supreme Court
judge to conduct judicial inquiry
into acts of violence and arbi-
trary detention by police and
paramilitary forces in a time-

Doors will close on the right: Protests
prompt Metro to shut several stations

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER19

TWENTY METRO stations across
Delhi were shut Thursday — the
highest ever to be closed in a sin-
gle day — to prevent protests
from reaching Mandi House and
Red Fort, with police maintaining
that the measure was taken to
“avoid ruckus”.

DCP (Railways) Harinder
Singh said the order to shut down
the stations are issued so that
“hooligans don’t damage Metro
property and the crowd could be
stopped from reaching a place
and creating ruckus”. There are
249 Metro stations in Delhi.

Asked if it is assumed that
people going to a march will cre-
ate ruckus, Singh said: “Police
take a number of precautionary
measures to prevent untoward
incidents. The closing of Metro
gates is one such measure.”

Thursday’s shutdown was the
sixth instance in December, and
seventh in less than a month,
when Metro closed a selected
number of centrally located sta-
tions “based on police inputs”.

DMRC has maintained such
measures are aimed at ensuring
safety and security. However, sta-
tions in the vicinity of peaceful
protests have also been shut
without prior notice.

On December 15, when cam-
puses across the city had called
protest marches against the po-
lice crackdown on students in
Jamia, DMRC shut down 16 sta-
tions. The move was ostensibly

Red Fort Metro station was closed Thursday. Amit Mehra

THE BLOCKADE

Metro stations where movement was restricted

Vishwavidyalaya
Lal Quila
Chandni Chowk JamaMasjid
Barakhamba Road Dilli Gate
Rajiv Chowk IT0 o
Patel Chowk Pragati Maidan
Central Secretariat Mandi House
Udyog Bhawan Janpath
Lok Kalyan Marg Khan Market
Munirka Jamia Millia Islamia
Vasant Vihar Jasola Vihar
Shaheen Bagh

aimed at preventing students
from gathering in front of the po-
lice headquarters, which was re-

flected in the choice of stations
identified for closing down —
Vishwavidyalaya, IIT, Vasant

Vihar, Munirka, RK Puram.

The DMRC said the authority
to close stations lies with the se-
curity agencies. “Owing to safety
and security reasons, we had to
close some stations for a few
hours this week. The safety of our
passengers and the security of
Metro property is paramount to
us and we have to ensure the
same as per the advice given by
the authorities,” it said in a state-
ment on Wednesday.

A number of stations were
also closed on December 16,aday
after violence in Jamia, when stu-
dent associations organised
protests in many parts of the city.

On December 14, as people
started turning up at Jantar
Mantar to protest against the new
citizenship law, DMRC an-
nounced closing of entry and exit
points at Janpath station. On
December 13, when Youth
Congress organised protests in
Central Delhi, the entry and exit
at Patel Chowk and Janpath sta-
tions were closed. Authorities had
said this was done on the “advice
of Delhi Police”.

December 9 saw gates of four
stations — Udyog Bhawan, Lok
Kalyan Marg, Central Secretariat
—being shut as JNUSU took out a
march against fee hike in the uni-
versity. Udyog Bhawan, Patel
Chowk, Central Secretariat, Lok
Kalyan Marg and Jorbagh stations
were shut down on November 18.
The move effectively covered all
the possible exit points that the
JNU students may have taken to
lead their scheduled march till
Parliament against the fee hike.

HC rejects Dec 16 convict’s juvenile claim

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 19

THE DELHI High Court Thursday
dismissed a plea claiming juve-
nility filed by one of the four
death row convicts in December
2012 gangrape murder case, ob-
serving that the Supreme Court
had already rejected the petition.

Irked over the conduct of the
counsel, Justice Suresh Kumar
Kait also imposed a cost of Rs
25,000 on convict Pawan Kumar
Gupta’s advocate A P Singh, who

was missing from court despite
several communications sent to
him on behalf of the court, for
playing “hide and seek”.

Dismissing the petition, the
court noted that Gupta had ear-
lier raised the juvenility claimin
his review petition against the
death penalty before the
Supreme Court, which had dis-
missed his plea on July 9 last
year.

It also asked the Bar Council
of Delhi to take action against the
advocate for filing the affidavit
and observed that he had done

so either without applying his
mind or deliberately to delay the
case.

The court ordered that the
fineamount be deposited within
one week in favour of ‘Nirmal
Chhaya’ for the welfare of desti-
tute women and children.

The order against the lawyer
was passed after he failed to turn
up before the court post lunch.
In the morning, he appeared in
the matter and sought adjourn-
ment on the pretext of filing
some additional documents,
without informing the other

party. On his request, the court
had adjourned the plea for
January 24.

But the Delhi Police counsel
and the advocate for the victim’s
parents, who were present in
court, informed the court that
the issue of juvenility was al-
ready decided by the Supreme
Court.

They submitted that the con-
vict’s plea was not maintainable
and it was filed todelay and drag
the matter so that execution of
death sentence does not take
place in near future.

bound manner.

An advocate, R P Luthra, op-
posed the sloganeering and said,
“This is a court of law and there
has to be judicial discipline.”
However, other advocates coun-
tered Luthra and pointed to the
“miscarriage of justice”.

Later, Chairperson of the Bar
Council of Delhi, K C Mittal, said,
“It has come to our notice that
some lawyers shouted shame,
shame in court 1 (of Delhi High
Court Chief Justice), which we
condemn strongly. We express
displeasure at this kind of behav-
iour by lawyers. We have to main-
tain the dignity and decorum of
the court at any cost.”

ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 19

FOUR DAYS after Jamia Millia
Islamia filed a police complaint
against "brutal action” of "unruly
policemen” who beat students
and damaged university property;,
police are yet to register an FIR in
the matter. University sources al-
leged Sunday's incident, wherein
tear gas was lobbed on campus
and students were beaten inside
the library, caused property dam-
age worth Rs 2.5 crore.

"Most of the damage in the li-
brary is due to breaking of glass
panes. CCTVs, tubelights are also
damaged. Thankfully, no books or

THECITY T

Unruly policemen, brutal action on
students: Jamia police complaint

manuscripts were touched," said
librarian Tariq Ashraf.

Chief Proctor Waseem
Ahmad Khan had filed a police
complaint with Jamia Nagar po-
lice station Monday. It stated: "On
Sunday, a protest was organised
by the residents of the colonies
around Jamia... the procession
was stopped by police, which led
to a showdown between them."

"In the lathi charge that en-
sued, a large number of police-
men forcibly entered the Jamia
campus through gates 4 and 7
and started mercilessly beating
students, both boys and girls.
Many students of the university
received serious injuries and
were being treated at hospitals,”

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EMPOWERMENT
(DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EMPOWERMENT)

Invitation of Applications for the National Awards for outstanding services in the field of Prevention of
Alcoholism and Substance (Drug) Abuse, 2020.

itadded. Khan said some "unruly
policemen broke open the main
library gate and also the glass
doors of the building and fired
teargas on peacefully studying
students eveninside the library".
"The unprovoked and brutal
action of the policemen caused
damage to government property
belonging to the university. You
are requested to take cognizance
of the aforesaid illegal acts of the
said policemen who had illegally
entered the campus, had severely
beaten the innocent students and
damaged the government prop-
erty. In this backdrop, you are
urged to lodge an FIR and take
strict action against the said
erring policemen," he said.

The National Awards would be given on 26th June, 2020, on the occasion of "International Day against
Drug Abuse and lllicit Trafficking".

Categories:

Applications are invited for the National Awards for the outstanding services in the field of Prevention of
Alcoholism and Substance (Drug) Abuse under each of the following categories: -

l. Institutional Category:-

(i) Best Integrated Rehabilitation Centre for Addicts (IRCA) for providing rehabilitation services to alcoholics and

drug users.

(ii) Best Panchayati Raj or Municipal Body working for prevention of alcoholism and substance (drug) abuse.

(iii) Best Educational Institution doing outstanding work in awareness generation and prevention of alcoholism
and substance (drug) abuse.

(iv) Best Non-Profit Institution, other than Serial Number (i), (ii), (iii), with outstanding contribution in Prevention of
Alcoholism and Substance (Drug) Abuse.

(v) Best Research or Innovation.

(vi) Best Awareness Campaign.

Il. Individual Category

(vii) Outstanding achievement by an individual.

Procedure for Applications:

(1) Application can be submitted by organizations, Institutions and Persons fulfilling the prescribed criteria. The
Application should be in Hindi or English language only. Criteria laid for each of the above category of awards
and full details of the Scheme of National Awards, 2020 may be seen at www.socialjustice.nic.in

2. The following agencies or persons are authorized to nominate and recommend eligible institutions or

individuals for the Awards:
(a) Concerned Ministries or Departments of the Government of India and their Autonomous Institutions with the

approval of the Minister-in-charge of the Ministry;

(b) State Governments or Union Territory Administrations with the approval of the concerned Chief Minister or
Lt. Governors in Union Territory Administrations;
(c) Regional Resource and Training Centres working in the field of drug de-addiction within their own

jurisdiction;

(d) Members of the National Consultative Committee on De-addiction Rehabilitation (NCCDR);
(e) Renowned Apex Chambers like Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Confederation
of Indian Industry, The Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry of India, etc;

(f) Past Awardees;

(g) Organizations like University Grants Commission (UGC), All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE),
Medical Council of India (MCI), Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS), Universities, Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE), National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT),
KendriyaVidyalayaSangathan (KVS), NavodayaVidyalayaSamiti (NVS), Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR), etc; and

(h) Collector of the District/District Magistrate in which the Institution or Individual is working;

(i) Commissioner of Commissionerate in which the Institution or Individual is working.

3. Only nominations or recommendations emanating from Authorized Agencies or persons, designated for the
purpose, supported by adequate justification, shall be considered.
4. Applications in the prescribed proforma should be sent to the Joint Secretary (SD), Department of Social
Justice & Empowerment, Room No. 616-A, 'A' Wing, ShatriBhawan, New Delhi - 110001, latest by 31st’

January, 2020.

Application received after the last date and/or not recommended by the prescribed authority/persons will not be

entertained.

davp 38101/11/0034/1920
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Afghan NSA meets Doval, India says no
pecarconeoentiar persecution of minorities under Ghani

NEW FRONTIERS

FOR SOME years, Haryana used to hog the limelight at Congress’s
big rallies at the Ramlila Maidan — most party workers would
come from Haryana, and the factionalism in the state unit used
to play out at the rally venue. There was a change this time as
workers from other states outnumbered party workers from
Haryana. And many in the party are praising AICC general sec-
retary K C Venugopal for having ensured a sizeable presence of
Congress workers from Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Delhi, and even from as far as Bihar. Venugopal, too, is
said to be over the moon since former party chief Rahul Gandhi
mentioned him while thanking party general secretaries, states
in-charge, state Congress chiefs and heads of the party’s front
organisations for the rally’s success.

LYRrRiCcAL LANGUAGE

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi has appreciated the increas-
ing use of regional languages in Rajya Sabha and complimented
House Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu for encouraging this de-
velopment. Speaking at the second meeting of the National
Committee for Commemorating the 150th Birth Anniversary
of Mahatma Gandhi at Rashtrapati Bhavan on Thursday, Modi
recalled the Mahatma’s dream of promoting Indian culture
and languages and referred to Naidu allowing more Rajya
Sabha members to speak in their mother tongue in the just-
concluded 250th session of the Upper House. Modiis learnt to
have specially referred to Sarojini Hembram, the MP from
Odisha, speaking in Santhali — a first in 67 years since the in-

ception of Rajya Sabha.

BUDGET WORK

AT A time most when Union ministers and BJP leaders are
busy countering criticism of the citizenship law, party
spokesperson on economic affairs Gopal Agarwal is on a dif-
ferent track. From Thursday, Agarwal began a consultation
process from the party’s side for the Union Budget. This pre-
Budget stakeholders’ dialogue at the party headquarters,
which will run parallel to the consultation being held by the
Finance Minister, will go on until January 14. Reports from
these meetings, after deliberations with party’s working pres-
ident ] P Nadda and general secretary (organisation) B L
Santosh, will be forwarded to the government.

Can’t agree to NRC before
reading full draft: LJP

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA,DECEMBER19

EVEN AS the chorus of protests
against a nation-wide National
Register of Citizens (NRC) is
building up, the Lok Janshakti
Party (LJP) on Thursday said it
cannot agree to an NRC without
reading its draft. The party also
requested the Central govern-
ment to talk to students protest-
ing over the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act and the NRC.

LJP president Chirag Paswan
said: “LJP cannot say yes to NRC
without fully reading its draft.
We have requested the Union
home minister to take all aspects
into consideration. As for CAA, it
would have no adverse impact
on Muslims living in India.”

He added that the party had
always stood by Muslims. “We
have always fought for social jus-

tice. We have never sided with the
wrong. We have opposed every
Bill or decision that is against in-
terest of the nation,” he said.

L[JP MP from Khagaria
Choudhary Mehboob Ali Qaisar,
whois the lone NDA Muslim Lok
Sabha MP, told The Indian
Express: “Our party has sup-
ported the CAB [Citizenship
(Amendment)Bill, 2019]. But we
have not taken a clear line on
NRCyet. Itis a tricky question.”

Paswan did not comment an
aquestion on whether the party
was in favour of an NRCin Bihar.

LJP spokesperson Ashraf
Ansari said the party decided to
support the new citizenship law
only after reading the full draft.
“CAA was necessitated only be-
cause Nehru-Liyagat agreement
failed. CAA and NRC should not
be confused with each other. We
will take a call on NRC when its
draft is ready,” said Ansari.

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 19

AS AFGHANISTAN’S National
Security Advisor Hamdullah
Mohib met NSA Ajit Doval in
New Delhi on Thursday, the gov-
ernment said religious persecu-
tion of minorities is not taking
place under the government led
by Afghanistan’s President
Ashraf Ghani.

Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Raveesh Kumar
said religious persecution had
taken place under the Taliban
regime and the Mujahideen. “It
is not happening under the pres-
ent government... the present
government addressed the con-
cerns of minorities in
Afghanistan,” he said, adding that
Taliban had given a call in 2001
for minorities to convert to Islam.

His comments assume signif-
icance as the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act grants citizen-
ship to Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists,
Christians, Jains and Parsis — but
not Muslims — who entered the
country from  Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan till
December 31, 2014.

According to the Afghan em-
bassy in Delhi, the Afghan NSA
said during the meeting with
Doval that terrorism is a com-
mon threat for the region.

Doval welcomed Mohib and
“stressed collective commit-
ment by all countries to fight ter-
rorism”, the Afghan embassy
said. Doval told Modi that Indiais
willing to cooperate, the em-
bassy said.

The meeting took place
against the backdrop of the Indo-
US 2+2 ministerial meeting of
External Affairs minister
S Jaishankar and Defence minis-
ter Rajnath Singh with their
American counterparts, US
Secretary of State Michael R
Pompeo and US Defence
Secretary Mark Esper, in
Washington DC on Wednesday.

According to the joint state-
ment, the ministers conveyed
their shared interestin a “peace-
ful, secure, stable, united, dem-
ocratic, inclusive and sovereign

NSA Ajit Doval

Afghanistan”.

“They expressed support for
Afghan-led and -owned negoti-
ations that culminate in a sus-
tainable peace, cessation of ter-
rorist violence and preservation
of the gains of the last 18 years.
They applauded India’s efforts to
build trade linkages and multi-
modal connectivity infrastruc-
ture for Afghanistan to enhance
its regional connectivity to sus-
tain growth and development
over the long term,” the joint
statement said.

During the media interaction
in Washington DC, Jaishankar
said, “We are concerned about
the future of Afghanistan. Which
is why we'’ve had a large devel-
opment assistance program
there. We believe that the recon-
ciliation process in Afghanistan
should be Afghan-led and
Afghan-owned. We have every
confidence that the gains which
have been achieved by the inter-
national community over the
last two decades will be pro-
tected and preserved in

that process.”
Pompeo said, “With respect
to conversations that

Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad is
having in the region, we shared
with our Indian counterparts, as
we have consistently through-
out our efforts to develop intra-
Afghan negotiations and peace
and reconciliation in
Afghanistan, the path that we're
headed down. We are very
transparent. We understand the
concerns, too, that India has.
Rightful concerns that they have
about terrorism emanating
from Pakistan, and we assured
them that we would take that
into account.”

BJP working president ] P Nadda meets refugees from Afghanistan supporting the new
citizenship law in New Delhi on Thursday. P11

Citizenship law, NRC will be
implemented, asserts Nadda

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 19

ON A day protests against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
spread to more cities across the
country, BJP working president
J P Nadda on Thursday asserted
that the law will beimplemented,
and “going forward”, the National
Register of Citizens (NRC) will also
be brought in.

“India is marching ahead un-
der Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and will continue to do so.
The Citizenship Amendment Act
will be implemented, so will be
the NRCin future,” Nadda said.

After a meeting with a group
of Sikh refugees from
Afghanistan, who are to be
granted citizenship under the
new law, Nadda took on the
Opposition for what he called
was “vote bank politics”. He said,
“Those opposing the citizenship

law should meet them (refugees
from Afghanistan). These people
have been living in India for 28-
30 years but cannot admit their
children in schools or buy a
house, as they do not have citi-
zenship. Our rivals cannot see
anything beyond their vote bank
politics.”

Nadda said the process of
granting citizenship to minority
refugees from Afghanistan,
Bangladesh and Pakistan would
now be expedited. “There will be
a helpdesk for them. Along with
this, we will make arrangements
in refugee camps also. The party
will take all steps,” he said.

The team of Sikh refugees met
Nadda at the BJP headquarters
here and thanked the party for
bringing amendments in the cit-
izenship law. Nadda said these
Sikhs had left Afghanistan nearly
three decades ago and came to
India to protect their faith.

Nadda’s remarks come at a

Carry out UN-monitored referendum on
citizenship law and NRC: Mamata to govt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,DECEMBER19

CHALLENGING THE BJP-led gov-
ernment at the Centre to con-
duct a United Nations-moni-
tored referendum on the
contentious new citizenship law
and the proposed nationwide
NRC (National Register of
Citizens), West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday said the saffron party
should step down from the gov-
ernment if it loses.

The Trinamool Congress
chief also alleged that BJP work-
ers in skull caps were fomenting
trouble and damaging public
property to malign Muslims as
“they want to make the protest
against the citizenship law and
NRC a fight between Hindus and
Muslims”.

Mamata
Banerjee

“Just because the BJP has got
a majority, it doesn’t mean they
can do whatever they want. If
the BJP has guts, it should go for
aUnited Nations-monitored ref-
erendum on the issue of the
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) and the NRC... If the BJP
loses in this mass vote, then it
should step down from the gov-
ernment,” she said at a rally in
Kolkata.

Accusing the BJP of dividing
the country, she said, “Suddenly,
after 73 years of Independence,
we have to prove that we are
Indian citizens. Where were the

CHURCH LEADERS COME OUT AGAINST NEW CITIZENSHIP LAW

If any church doesn’t want to be included, it
can give it in writing, says NCM vice-chairman

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 19

AT A time several Christian lead-
ers have come out against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act,
the National Commission for
Minorities (NCM) vice-chairman
has said that if any Church does
not want Christians to be in the
purview of the Act, it can giveitin
writing and they can be excluded.

NCM vice-chairman George
Kurian, whoinitially claimed that
all denominations of the Church
have accepted the legislation, told
The Indian Express that he had re-
ceived many messages and calls
welcoming the new law. “But the
heads of the church do not want
to come out in its support.” On

EXPLAINED

Fresh headache
for saffron party

AT Atime whena section of the BJPis trying to project that only
Muslims are behind the ongoing protests, Christian leaders
speaking up against the new law is likely to create a fresh
headache for the BJP. The community leaders’ stand on the is-
sue also has the potential to hurt the BJP’s prospects in Kerala
and several states in the Northeast which have a sizeable

Christian population.

Wednesday, however, three
Church leaders came out against
the Act.

“Religion cannot be a criterion
for deciding one’s citizenship,”
Cardinal Baselios Cleemis, Major
Archbishop of Syro-Malankara

Catholic Churchand former head
of Catholic Bishops Conference of
India, told The Indian Express.

But the Cardinal added the
Church did not support violence.
“People have the right to protest
against the new law or the way it

has been brought. But violence
will spoil the whole purpose of
our fight... Also the government
should bring in people concerned
across the table and start a dia-
logue,” he said.

Gregorios Mar Stephanos,
Bishop of Malankara Marthoma
Church, said his church has notyet
taken an official stance.
“Secularism should be sustained.
If any force works for destruction
of the secular nature of the coun-
try, it should be opposed,” he said.

Thiruvananthapuram Arch-
bishop of Latin Church Soosa
Pakiam said, “We are a demo-
cratic country. We cannot accept
discrimination against one partic-
ular community.Iam of the view
that it will affect our democratic
and secular credentials,” he said

BJP’s head and tail at that time?”

“The BJPis dividing the coun-
try. Don’t stop your protest be-
cause we have to get the CAAre-
voked... Until and unless BJP
withdraws CAA and NRC, our
movement will go on. We
started this movement and now
it has spread to almost all over
the country,” she said.

This was Mamata’s fourth
rally in as many days in Kolkata
against the new law and the pro-
posed NRC. Since Monday, she
has been holding protests every
day criss-crossing the city and
culminating in a rally.

“Tomorrow (Friday), we have
a protest meeting at Park Circus.
[ would request everybody to
maintain peace. Don’t fall into
the trap of the BJP. They want to
make it a fight between Hindus
and Muslims. We have specific
inputs that the BJP is buying skull

on Wednesday.

An editorial of the latest issue
of Indian Currents, a publication
of Catholic Church in India, has
said, “Brute majority has been
used to bulldoze a Bill, through
both Houses, which discriminates
people on religion. The move to
confer citizenship to all, except
Muslims, who came from the
neighbouring countries of
Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan due to persecutionis
a clear indication that the nation
under the present dispensationis
moving towards the goal of Hindu
Rashtra...” the editorial said.

Kurian, who is a BJP leader in
Kerala, said earlier this week that
NCM was flooded with messages
from Christian leaders welcom-
ing the new law. “They tell me jus-

caps for its cadres are wearing
them while vandalising proper-
ties to malign a particular com-
munity,” she alleged.

She said that the BJP won’t
succeed in curbing protests de-
spite imposing prohibitory or-
ders in various parts of the coun-
try. Reiterating that the
contentious citizenship law and
NRC won’t be implemented in
West Bengal “till she is alive”,
Mamata said that while the BJP
was founded in 1980, it was ask-
ing for citizenship documents of
1970 from people.

“We are born here, and that
is our biggest identity. The BJP
doesn’t have the right to deter-
mine our citizenship. Do we
have to wear BJP’s amulet to
prove our citizenship? A party
which was formed in 1980 is
seeking documents from 1970,”
she said.

tice has finally been done to
Christians who are victims of dra-
conian blasphemy laws, conver-
sions and abductions,” he said.

Asked about the Christian
leaders coming out against the
law, he said, “If the Church feels
that the Christians from these
countries do not want refuge in
India, it can give it in writing, we
canrecommend it. Any church or
community that does not want
to be included are free to say it,”
Kurian said.

He said that when Jawaharlal
Nehru had suggested that
Christians could be given reserva-
tion, the then Christian leaders
had given in writing that the com-
munity did not require quotas. “If
asimilar requestis made, theycan
be dropped,” he said.

time when a large section of BJP
leaders are trying to differentiate
between the new citizenship law
and NRC, with many leaders stat-
ing that NRCis not in the govern-
ment’s immediate agenda.
Sources in BJP said the party
would intensify its campaign to
urge people not to see both CAA
and NRC together.

According to a party leader,
while CAA will “definitely bring
advantages” to BJP, especially in
states such as West Bengal, con-
fusion over a nationwide NRC
could damage its prospects.

Minister of State for Home G
Kishan Reddy said the govern-
ment has not decided when the
NRC exercise would begin. “The
draft is also not yet prepared.
Neither the Cabinet nor the legal
department has approved it. NRC
is not going to happen immedi-
ately. Some people in the name of
NRC are trying to spread fear,”
Reddy told NDTV.

NEW CITIZENSHIP LAW
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Home Minister Amit Shah

SSB must ensure
borders with
friendly nations
not misused: Shah

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 19

ON A day when several cities, in-
cluding the national capital, wit-
nessed widespread protests
against the  Citizenship
(Amendment) Act (CAA), Union
Home Minister Amit Shah said
that the Sashastra SeemaBal (SSB)
must ensure that India’s borders
with friendly neighbours are not
misused for activities against the
country, while seeing toit that the
people living in border areas are
not adversely affected.

“India has an open border of
around 2,450 kilometres with
neighbouring countries Nepal
and Bhutan and the SSB has per-
formed a good job in ensuring
that not a single infiltrator
sneaked into our country,” he
said while presiding over the
56th Raising Day Parade of SSB
in New Delhi.

He praised the force for nab-
bing over 50 intruders, mostly
Pakistanis, at Indo-Nepal border
in the last one year, besides nab-
bing contraband items, includ-
ing drugs worth Rs 380 crore.

He added that India cannot
become a global economic
power if its borders are not se-
cure, especially when the coun-
try has hostile neighbours con-
stantly engaged in cross-border
terrorism, insurgency, illicit traf-
ficking of humans, drugs, fake
currency, cattle, among others.

The SSB is the first central
paramilitary force thatincluded
women in its ranks, he said
adding that the lady officers had
earned accolades with their bril-
liant performances within the
country as well as UN Missions
abroad.

Cong slams curbs
on protests, accuses
govt of suppressing
people’s voice

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 19

AS PROTESTS against the new cit-
izenship law spread to many cities
and authorities resorted to un-
precedented clampdowns, the
Congress on Thursday accused
the government of suppressing
the voice of the people and their
right to democratic protest.

“If there is so much feeling
about this black law, you have in
your power to rethink, to redraw,
to withdraw but you are too ego-
tistical, too arrogant and too
adamant to contemplate hearing
and listening, leave aside recali-
brateit. Thatis the tragedy of India.
That is the tragedy of the ruling
party,” Congress spokesperson
Abhishek Singhvi said.

Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi tweeted, “This gov-
ernment has no right to shut
down colleges, telephones & the
Internet, to halt metro trains and
to impose #Section144 to sup-
press India’s voice & prevent
peaceful protests. Todosoisanin-
sult toIndia’s soul.”

“In the year that we have just
celebrated the 150th birth an-
niversary of Mahatma Gandhi, the
right of peaceful assembly and
protest has been taken away from
the people of this country. There
canbe no greater shame!” former
Union minister PC Chidambaram
said on Twitter,

The Congress also slammed
the government for shutting
down Internet and telecom serv-
ices in some parts of the national
capital. “Why has the internet
been shut down? Have all resi-
dents of Delhi become urban nax-
als?” Chidambaram tweeted.

Addressing a press conference,
Singhvi said a “Jammu and
Kashmir-like normalcy” now pre-

Rahul Gandhi

vailsinmany parts of the country.

“The numbers which the in-
ternet shutdown tracker has
tracked were in single digit from
2012-2013...From 2015 it was in
double digits...14..then in 2016 it
doubled to 31,2017 it doubled to
almost 80, it again almost regis-
tered 80% increase to 134 and so
far nowitis very high at 94 in the
currentyear. That tells youits own
story,” Singhvi said.

“It is a sad day for the rest of
India outside J&K...\We now have
dissatisfaction, anger, reaction,
strong statements, demonstra-
tions, campaigns, speeches across
the country in every nook and
cranny. InDelhi, you are imposing
(Section) 144 almost over the en-
tire or substantial chunk of old
Delhi...You have stopped roughly
16 metro stations...Every part of
Delhi is choking with snarls, with
obstructions...Bengaluru has al-
most the whole city under Section
144,” he said.

“Because you want to brush
under the carpet, you want to sup-
press dissent, you want the coun-
try to know everything is hunky-
dory. You have redefined a new
definition of normalcy, a J&K def-
inition on normalcy now prevails
in the rest of the country. This is
an uncaring, unthinking, unsee-
ing, unhearing government and
ruling party. It has become the
Bharatiya Zid Party,” he said.
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PROTESTS ELSEWHERE

TAMILNADU

Chennai: A protest organised
by a collective of over adozen
civil society groups against
the new citizenship law drew
hundreds at Chennai’s

Valluvarkottam area.
Actor Siddharth and
Carnatic  singer and

Magsaysay awardee T M
Krishna were among promi-
nent faces at the protest
venue. Some women protes-
tors were seen wearing both
the hijab and bindi, ostensi-
bly in protest against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s re-
marks that the protestors can
be identified by their clothes.

BIHAR

Patna: Bihar witnessed large-
scale disruption of traffic,
vandalism and arson during
Thursday’s protests, with
several small parties such as
former MP Pappu Yadav's Jan
Adhikar Party and Mukesh
Sahni’s Vikassheel Insaan
Party, a constituent of the op-
position alliance in the state,
taking part in the dawn-to-
dusk protests.

The largest Grand

Alliances constituent, R|D,
extended “moral support”
and the party’s workers
stayed away from enforcing
the bandh, saying they have
called a shutdown on
Saturday. Other constituents
of the coalition — the
Congress, RLSP and HAM —
had on Wednesday pledged
support to both shutdowns,
although not much active
participation was seen from
these parties on Thursday.

MADHYA PRADESH

Bhopal: Tension prevailed
briefly in a couple of locali-
ties in communally sensitive
Khandwa town when a
group of people insisted on
taking out a rally to protest
against CAA and NRC.

As police did not allow a
procession, there were
heated exchanges and a few
stones were allegedly
thrown at the police in
Imlipura and an adjacent lo-
cality, forcing the police to
cane some of them.
Khandwa SP Shivdayal Singh
said no complaint had been
filed by anyone and there
were no reports of injuries.

An AVBP rally in support of the new citizenship law at
Savitribai Phule Pune University. Pavan Khengre

Rallying in favour of new law

Jaipur: A rally in support of
citizenship law was taken
out in Jaipur on Thursday.
“Our main objective was to
tell the people that the new
law has been passed by the
government for welfare of
the country. Lawyers formed
ahumanchainin front of the

district collector’s office in
support of the new law,” said
Surendra Singh Naruka,
state convener, BJP legal cell.

Later, more people
joined and walked from
Statue Circle to the Amar
Jawan Jyoti in the state
capital.

Police clash with protesters in Ahmedabad. javed Raja

Police lathicharge in
Ahmedabad, partial
shutdown in Vadodara

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, VADODARA,
DECEMBER19

VIOLENCE BROKE out in parts of
Ahmedabad on Thursday as
hundreds of protesters took to
streets, agitating against
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) and National Register of
Citizens (NRC), as police resorted
tolathicharge and firing tear gas
shells to disperse the crowd.
Over 100 persons were detained.

Two Ahmedabad Municipal
Transport Service (AMTS) buses
were damaged and services of
Bus Rapid Transit System (BRTS)
were suspended for a few hours
in the affected areas. Many parts
of old Ahmedabad also re-
mained closed due to a bandh
called in protest.

CrPC Section 144 was im-
posed in the city by police a few
days ago, and police personnel
along with State Reserve Police
conducted flag marches and area
domination exercise in “dis-
turbed areas”. Multiple markets
in old city area observed com-
plete shutdown in solidarity with
a bandh call given for Thursday.
Anumber of civil activists, artists,
students and politicians were de-
tained by the police.

In Shah Alam area of
Ahmedabad, violence erupted
around 5 pm when protesters
threw stones and attacked police
personnel and their vehicles.
Multiple videos showed crowd
chasing police control room vans
with stones after which police

fired tear gas shells and resorted
to lathicharge.

“Two police officers and 10
police personnel were injured in
the stone pelting at Shah Alam
on Thursday. We have detained
20 persons from the area but no
FIR has been lodged yet. The sit-
uation is under control,” said
Vishal Patel, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Control), Ahmedabad Police.

Parts of old Vadodara city
also remained closed following
the bandh call, as the city saw
heavy police deployment and a
flag march was conducted in the
old city areas that are commu-
nally sensitive by the police.

Shops in the old city area re-
mained shut throughout the day
even as traffic was unaffected.
Senior police officers, including
the Commissioner of Police,
Vadodara City, Anupamsinh
Gahlaut, were present in the old
city area and camped at the
Fatehpura crossroads till late in the
evening to monitor the situation.

“We held meetings with lead-
ers and learned men from these
areas and spoke at length to stay
away from any kind of misinfor-
mation being spread or rumours
being circulated through social
media,” Gahlaut said.

However, no permission was
granted by the police to conduct
any protest or support rally for
CAAinthecity.“...Section 144 re-
mains imposed in the city and a
fresh notificationis issued every
15 days. The last notification was
renewed and issued last week,”
Gahlaut said.

ASAD REHMAN,
MANISH SAHU &
AVANEESHMISHRA
LUCKNOW, DECEMBER 19

AS PROTESTS turned violent in
parts of Uttar Pradesh, including
Lucknow and Sambhal, on
Thursday, with protesters pelt-
ing stones and torching vehicles,
police resorted to lathi-charge
and fired tear-gas shells to dis-
perse the crowd.

Taking a tough stand, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said his
government would take “re-
venge” on those involved in the
violence by confiscating their
properties. “Iss hinsa mein lipt
pratyek tatwa ki property ko zapt
karenge, aur uss zapt se sarvajanik
sampatti ko hue nuksaan ya kahin
par public property ko jo damage
kiya gaya hai, iski bharapaee bhi
hum un sabhi upadraviyon se
karenge. Kyunki yeh sab chinhit
chehre hain. Wo sab videography
mein aa chuke hain, CCTV ke
footage mein aa chuke hain. In sab
ki property ko zapt kar ke, inse
hum ska badla lenge aur sakhti se
nipatne ke liye maine iske baare
mein kaha hai,” he said.

(“The property of each ele-
ment involved in this violence
will be confiscated, and used to
recover compensation for pub-
lic property which was dam-
aged. All their faces have been
identified. They are visible in the
videography and CCTV footage.
We will take revenge by confis-
cating their properties,  have or-
dered strict action.”)

In Lucknow’s Hazratganj area,
protesters, including students,
lawyers, social activists and po-
litical workers, started gathering
around 1.30 pm. In the next half-
an-hour, several protesters were
detained and sent away in private
and police vehicles. State
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Violence in UP, Yogi warns
of revenge against arsonists

Protesters pelt a police vehicle with stones in Lucknow on Thursday. Vishal Srivastav

Congress chief Ajay Kumar Lallu
was detained from Parivartan
Chowk, near Hazaratganj area,
around 2.30 pm.

Around 3.30 pm, a group of
protesters, mostly youths,
started pelting stones from
across a police barricade at
Parivartan Chowk. At least 10
private vehicles, including an OB
van of a news channel, were set
on fire. Police then used lathi-
charge and tear-gas to disperse
the protesters.

A protester said the arson
started suddenly. “We had been
protesting peacefully since 1.30
pm. We were coordinating with
police, and they assured us of our
safety. We also assured them
that our protest would be peace-
ful,” he said.

A woman protester said
some “political workers” in-
dulged in violence. “They
swamped the Parivartan Chowk
and indulged in arson and vio-
lence all of a sudden... Before

that, the protest was peaceful,”
she said.

Protesters also vandalised
Madheyganj and Sakhanda police
outposts, in the Old City area, first
pelting stones and later setting
ablaze vehicles parked outside.

Inspector General, Law and
Order, Praveen Kumar said they
were trying to identify those in-
volved in the violence, and strict
action would be taken against
them.

Violent protests were also re-
ported from Sambhal in the af-
ternoon. According to sources,
several SP leaders and workers
were placed under house arrest
early in the day, as they had an-
nounced a protest.

Around 1.30 pm, protesters
gathered near Chaudhary Sarai
police outpost, in Kotwali police
station area of Sambhal, and in-
dulged in violence. A state road-
ways bus was set ablaze and an-
other wasvandalised, along with
several private vehicles, in the vi-

olence that continued foran hour.

“The situation is under con-
trolnow. Around 20 arrests have
been made so far; an identifica-
tion and search process s still on,
and more arrests are expected.
Internet facilities have been sus-
pended... Police personnel are
carrying out a flag-march in the
affected area. Serious action will
be taken against those involved
in today’s violence,” said
Sambhal District Magistrate
(DM) Avinash Krishna Singh.

The UP police said 3,417 peo-
ple were taken into custody
across the state as part of pre-
ventive action. While 13 FIRs
have been registered for objec-
tionable posts on social media,
five persons have been arrested.
According to the police state-
ment, 16 police personnel were
injured in Lucknow and two oth-
ers in Sambhal.

Meanwhile, Internet services
have been suspended in parts of
the state.

Protests at Azad Maidan, the
cradle of Quit India Movement

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 19

CARRYING BANNERS and chant-
ing slogans, nearly 20,000 pro-
testers poured into the historic
August Kranti Maidan, the cra-
dle of 1942 Quit India
Movement, in Mumbai on
Thursday to protest against the
Citizenship Amendment Actand
NRC. The four-hour protest was
peaceful and without incident,
with about 2,000 police officers
keeping vigil.

When members of 14 civil
society groups met on Monday
todiscuss the protest, and organ-
ised themselves under the ban-
ner of ‘Hum Bharat Ke Log’, they
were not sure about the turnout,
or whether the police would
even give permission. But
Thursday’s turnout far exceeded
their expectation.

Going by police estimates,
the five sections of the ground
were packed way beyond their
capacity of 15,000. And when no
more could be accommodated,
people gathered in surrounding
streets, unwilling to be left out of
the protest.

The activists who spear-
headed the public meeting
asked people to demand that the
Maharashtra government must
not implement the “discrimina-
tory Act”.

Participants complimented
Mumbai Police for facilitating
the protest meeting. In the
morning, the police had put out
an advisory for traffic diversions.

Besides thousands of students,
youths, women and even many
senior citizens, film personalities
such as Swara Bhaskar, Nandita
Das, Rakeysh Om Prakash Mehra,
Anurag Kashyap, Farhan Akhtar,
Javed Jaffrey, Saeed Mirza, Huma
Qureshi, Raj Babbar and Sushant
Singh, activists Teesta Setalvad,
Feroze Mithborwala, Dolphy
D’Souza, Javed Ahmed, Varsha
Vilas, freedom fighter G G Parikh
and political workers of the
Congress, Samajwadi Party and
the NCP participated in a turnout
that covered a wide spectrum of
Mumbai’s citizenry.

Parikh, 94, told The Indian

A protest against the new citizenship law at August Kranti Maidan in Mumbai. Prashant Nadkar

Farhan
Akhtar: Was
important to
raise voice

Express, “I am a follower of
Gandhi, a follower of the
Constitution, and [am a freedom
fighter.I came here because only
a mass movement can change
the situation in India. Remember
the ] P movement...protest and
mass movement can have a
huge impact.”

Actor Farhan Akhtar’s ap-
pearance was brief but purpose-
ful. While he did not deliver a
speech at the venue, unlike his
industry colleagues such as film-
maker Mehra and actors Bhaskar
and Jaffrey, he told the media at
the protest site that toraise one’s
voice against something wrong
isan “absolute democratic right”.
As a citizen, and as someone
who grew up “witha certainidea
of what India is, it is important
to raise my voice against this”, he
said.

Mehra, who made films such
as Rang De Basanti and Dilli-6,
evoked the idea of “rang
(colours)” in his speech.
Comparing India’s diversity to a
garden, he said, “There are many

kinds of flowers in our garden,
and we should not insist that
there should be just one kind of
flower, and in one colour.”

Bhaskar said if the govern-
ment could give citizenship to
singer Adnan Sami — born in
London to a Pakistani father —
then it could give citizenship to
refugees from Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Bangladesh,
too. “Why do they need to
change the Constitution for
that,” she asked.

Remembering freedom
fighters Ram Prasad Bismil,
Ashfaqulla Khan and Roshan
Singh, activist Prakash Reddy
said, “The British hanged a
Hindu, a Muslim, and a Sikh -
they fought for our freedom to-
gether; thatis our history. Today;,
we should (unite and) fight for
our freedom.”

Mithiborwala, one of the or-
ganisers of the protest, said
Home Minister Amit Shah and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
thought they could “divide us”
but unwittingly “united all
Indians”. The venue, he said, was
changed from Girgaum
Chowpatty to August Kranti
Maidan to accommodate more
people. “But we never imagined
these many people to turn up,”
he told The Indian Express.

In Malegaon,
rally against
‘kaala kanoon’

Mumbai: Amassive protest rally
was taken out against the citi-
zenship law and proposed na-
tionwide NRC in Maharashtra’s
textile town of Malegaon on
Thursday, with nearly 60,000
people participating it it, the po-
lice said. Shops and schools in
the town remained closed as
part of the protest.

The rally was organised by
Dastoor Bachao Committee
(Save Constitution Committee),
and was backed by Vanchit
Bahujan Aghadi (VBA) and the
Republican Party of India (RPI)
and comprised thousands of
powerloom workers and
students.

They marched through the
town, condemning CAA as a
“kaala kanoon” and demanding
thatit be repealed.

VBA leader Prakash
Ambedkar said: “ The CAAis an
eyewash. What has raised ap-
prehensions is NRC.”

SP, Nashik (rural), Arti Singh
said, “There were 600 police per-
sonnel and the protests went by
smoothly.” ENS

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Guha detained in
Bengaluru: ‘Are we a
totalitarian regime?”’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, DECEMBER19

HISTORIAN AND Padma
Bhushan awardee Ramachandra
Guha, 61, became the face of
protests against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act in Bengaluru
on Thursday. Guha was nabbed
by police during a protest out-
side the Town Hall where police
had imposed prohibitory orders
on Wednesday night.

Guha raised slogans against
the new law before he was
dragged away and put under
what police called “preventive
arrest”. He was later released.

The protest was organised by
various activists and Left-lean-
ing groups under the banner of
“Hum Bharat Ke Log”. It was ini-
tially sanctioned by Bengaluru
Police, but the permission was
withdrawn late on Wednesday
and police imposed Section 144
of CrPCin the area.

On Thursday morning, organ-
isers sent out messages that the
protest would be held in defiance
of the restrictions. “When injus-
tice becomes the law, then resist-
ance becomes our duty. Calling
on all Bangaloreans to gather at
Town Hall to voice our protest
against the unconstitutional CAA
as well as the unconstitutional
imposition of prohibitory order
under Section 144...,” said the
messages from the organisers.

As soon as people started
gathering at Town Hall around
11 am, the policemen stationed
at the venue began accosting the
protesters and whisking them
away in police vans.

Guha came to the spot witha

picture of BR Ambedkar. “We are
protesting against this totally dis-
criminatory Act which is against
our Constitution and also against
Section 144. Are we a totalitarian
regime? During the British Raj,
the Section 144 was used to sup-
press Gandhi ji's movement. I feel
sorry for the police that their
masters in Delhi are making
them do this,” he told the media.

“We believe in the values of
pluralism and democracy. I am
the biographer of Mahatma
Gandhi and I know what
Gandhiji stood for and this pres-
ent government in Delhi, the BJP
government, is completely anti-
thetical to the values of our free-
dom struggle and the Hindu-
Muslim unity which Gandhi
advocated,” he said.

He was soon accosted by se-
curity personnel who grabbed
him and took him away.

After Guha and other protest-
ers were taken away from the
protest site, more protesters
started gathering at the Town
Hall and raising slogans.
Congress MLA Rizwan Arshad
was also taken into custody.

On hearing about Guha being
detained, Chief Minister B S
Yediyurappa asked, “Where?
..without reason police should
not take law into their hands, Iwill
immediately issue instructions.”

Speaking toreporters here, he
said, “Action should be taken
against ‘goonda’ elements and
those indulging in disturbing law
and order,and noaction should be
taken against common people, if
any such thing has happened ac-
tion will be taken against officials.”

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

80 injured, dozens
held as Mangaluru
erupts in protest

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, DECEMBER19

OVER 80 people were reported
injured and dozens arrested af-
ter the protest against the new
citizenship law turned violent
in Mangaluru with protesters
pelting stones and torching
vehicles.

The violence broke out when
protesters were returning after
attending the main protest
against the new citizenship law,
in defiance of prohibitory orders
under CrPC Section 144.

Police lobbed tear gas and
fired in the air against protesters
after they gathered in large num-
bers and some of them began
pelting stones at police person-
nel in the city centre.

Local police officials said as
many as 40 policemen were in-
jured in the stone pelting, follow-
ing which, police reportedly
opened fire against the protesters.

Local leaders in Mangalore

have accused the Congress MLA
fromUllal, UTKhader, of trigger-
ing the violence with a state-
ment he made on Wednesday.

Mohan Raj, the leader of a lo-
cal Hindu organisation, has filed
a complaint against Khader with
Mangaluru Police.

On Thursday, Karnataka
Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa
also claimed that “people like
Khader” were responsible for
triggering the protests against
the new citizenship law.

Protests were also held in
several other areas in Karnataka
on Thursday, including Bellary,
Udupi and Kalaburagi although
no incidents of violence were re-
ported from anywhere other
than Mangaluru.

Karnataka police authorities
have imposed prohibitory orders
under Section 144 in Bengaluru,
Mysuru, Kalaburagi, Mangalore,
Belagavi, Hubballi, Shivamogga,
Hassan, Chikkamagaluru and
Chikkaballapura for three days
until Saturday evening.

Govt should not trample
on Constitutional values,
civil rights: Kerala CM

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DECEMBER 19

PROTESTING THE arrest of Left
leaders in Delhi, Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said
the Union government should
not harbour the delusion that a
democratic protest can be over-
whelmed by lodging leaders in
jailand denying people’s right to
freedom of movement.

In a statement, Vijayan said
the Union government should
not trample over Constitutional
values and civil rights. “By arrest-
ing leaders, denying freedom of
movement and clamping pro-
hibitory orders, no mass agita-
tions could be repressed. Instead
of trying to cover up the protests
erupting across the country, the
Union government should be
ready to abandon the wrong leg-
islation (the new citizenship
law). The protests across the
country reflect the sentiments of
the people,” he said.

Pinarayi
Vijayan

Vijayan said the NDA govern-
ment is wielding “brute power”
which was not there even dur-
ing the Emergency period. The
denial of permission for protest
marches in Delhi amounted to
the encroachment into a per-
son’s civil rights, he said.

In a letter, the CM urged
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
to take necessary steps to ensure
the safety of students from
Kerala in various campuses
across the country.

Meanwhile, DYFI and SFI, the
youth and student wings of CPI
(M) respectively, marched toRaj
Bhavanin protest against the ar-
rest of Left leaders in Delhi.
Elsewhere in Kerala, there have
been street marches in protest
against the developments in
Delhi.
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Minorities panel chief
condemns police
action in Jamia, AMU

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 19

CALLING POLICE action at Delhi's
Jamia Millia Islamia and Aligarh
Muslim University “absolutely
wrong”, National Commission
for Minorities (NCM) chairman
Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi on
Thursday said Jamia vice-chan-
cellor, Prof Najma Akhtar, should
register an FIR if her contention
that police entered the campus
without the university adminis-
tration’s permission is correct.

The Commission, Rizvi said,
has appealed to the Union gov-
ernment to carry out the NRC ex-
ercise asand whenit happensin
such a way as to protect the in-
terests of Indian Muslims.

He also said the protests
against the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA) and the
NRCare aresult of “miscommu-
nication” about the new law, as it
has “absolutely no bearing” on
Muslims of India.

Rizvi, who has been national
general secretary of BJP Minority
Morcha and state president of
BJP's Uttar Pradesh Minority
Morcha before his current as-
signment, said, “CAA is only
about Muslims from these three
countries (Pakistan, Afghanistan
and Bangladesh) who are not cit-
izens of India. That is a message
that really needs to go out,and to
that end we at the Commission,
and also the ministry, are reach-
ing out to the people. We are con-
stantly in touch with religious
leaders and others to help them
make this distinction.”

On police action in universi-
ties, Rizvi, “What happened in
Jamia and AMU was absolutely
wrong. Police cannot enter the
campus of an educational insti-
tution and use force on students
the way they did in the library, in
toilets and other places. In fact, it
is important to refrain from us-
ing force when trying to deal
with protesters. There is also the
proviso that a protest should not

Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi

turn violent either.”

He said, “If her (Jamia V-C
Akhtar’s) contention that she did
not call them (police) in is true,
she should file an FIR.”

Pointing out that the situa-
tion now is “very heated”, Rizvi
said, “Once normalcy is restored,
we will certainly meet students,
including the person who seems
to have suffered such grievous
injuries to the eye. Todo soin the
present situation may be
counter-productive.”

On the minority panel's ap-
peal to the government, Rizvi
said, “The Home Minister (Amit
Shah) has already given an as-
surance that whenever NRC is
rolled out interests of Indian
Muslims will be protected. We
had reached out to the govern-
ment some time back with this
appeal.”

Rizvi,who holds adiplomain
Mechanics from the Industrial
Training Institute in Kanpur,
worked for 30 years in the tele-
com and manufacturing indus-
try before assuming charge as
chairperson of UP Minority
Finance Development
Corporation.

Under him, the NCM formed
a committee to look into
whether Hindus should get mi-
nority status in eight states
where they are not the domi-
nant religious group — a PIL on
this was recently rejected by
Supreme Court. Rizvi had also
said that those who support
Pakistan in sports should go to
that country, or should be de-
ported there.

ASSAM ACCORD

Assam MLAs meet CM Sonowal,
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push forimplementation of Clause 6

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI,DECEMBER 19

A GROUP of Assam MLAs met
Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal on Thursday to push for
steps towards protection of
Assamese language and the im-
plementation of Clause 6 of the
Assam Accord, while informing
him about their experience of
the violence last week.

“On CAA, we will accept
whatever the court says.
Assamese people are scared to-
day due to the spread of misin-
formation. So we urged the CM
to take powerful steps towards
the protection of our community
by implementation of Clause 6
of Assam Accord, for which a
high-level committee is already
working. And the cabinet should
pass aresolution that Assamese
language will remain as the state
language of Assam and that
there will never be a threat to-
wards Assamese language,”
Padma Hazarika, BJP MLA from
Sootea constituency, told re-
porters after the meeting.

He added, “If people of my
constituency unitedly say that
Padma Hazarika should resign, I
will immediately resign... On
December 6, | have myself got
500 houses of suspected illegal
Bangladeshis evicted on my own
initiative and chased them away
— is that an anti-community
work I have done?”

Hazarika described the vio-
lence that had unfolded on a par-
ticular BJP office in the state. He
said that at one location, the saf-
fron party’s office was attacked
with “miscreants” taking down
the party’s flagand entering the of-
fice to attack women. “I urge the
CM to make it clear your opinion.
Come and speak to the point.
Assure the Assamese people that
how you can protect the commu-
nity —and we MLAs are withyou.”

BJP’s Prasanta Phukan, the
Dibrugarh MLA whose house
was attacked during last week’s
violence in the state, told re-
porters, “We have urged the CM
to take steps to dispel the fears
that are in the minds of the
Assamese people. Even we are
scared today. Hiding for eight
days at our houses, we have
come today... Youths, of the age
of my grandchildren, shouted
lewd abuses at me — it pains
me.”

Later, speaking to The Indian
Express, Phukan said, “We have
urged the CM to speak to Delhi
and immediately take all neces-
sary steps to protect our identity
and our language. I can replace
the broken glasses of my house
and car but what pains me is the
way youngsters abused me dur-
ing the protests. The non-violent
movement is fine, but people
with malafide intention entered
the protests and burnt tyres and
caused violence.”

Phukan added, “If you talk
from avote angle, [ will say there
has been some ‘minus’, some
loss. Say a 40-45 per cent loss
due to the agitation — not the
votes of the other linguistic com-
munities but a considerable loss
of the the votes of the Assamese-
speaking population. I will try
my best to recover it.”

Clause 6 of Assam Accord
promises “Constitutional, leg-
islative and administrative safe-
guards... to protect, preserve and
promote the cultural, social, lin-
guistic identity and heritage of
the Assamese people”.

Sonowal had earlier de-
scribed Clause 6 as the “the soul
of the Assam Accord” and said
his government would be imple-
menting the provisions very
soon. A high-level committee led
by Justice (retd) Biplab Kumar
Sarma is preparing a report to
recommend suggestion for its
implementation.

At a protest against the new citizenship law in Guwahati on Thursday. Dasarath Deka

HC orders restoration of mobile
Internet, govt says will do it Friday

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI,DECEMBER 19

MOBILE INTERNET services in
Assam remained suspended for
a ninth day, despite a Gauhati
High Court order calling for the
government to restore the serv-
ices by 5 pm on Thursday.

The High Court had asked
“the Additional Chief Secretary
to the Government of Assam,
Home and Political Department,
to restore the mobile internet
services of all Mobile Service
Providers in the state of Assam,
commencing 1700 Hrs (5 pm)
today”.

“Needless to say, it would be
open to the State authority to
take steps to curb and stop dis-
semination of explosive mes-
sages, videos on various social
media platforms which may

EC calls for reports over Hemant’s ‘rape’ comments

ABHISHEK ANGAD
PAKUR, DECEMBER 19

THE ELECTION Commission on
Thursday sought reports from lo-
cal authorities in Pakur and
Sahibganj ona complaint filed by
the ruling BJP against Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha executive presi-
dent Hemant Soren regarding a
speech he made on Wednesday,
in which he said those wearing
saffron clothes were “robbing the
honour of women”.

DECISION
2019

JHARKHAND

“We have asked the DCs of
Pakur and Sahibganj to send re-
ports and a CD (of the speech),”
Jharkhand’s CEO, Vinay Kumar
Choubey, was quoted as saying
by PTL

Speaking at public meeting

E-PROCUREMENT NOTICE

Hemant
Soren

in Bararwaha block of Sahibganj
district, Soren had asked people
to use their democratic rights
and give a befitting reply to the
state’s “dishonest government”.

He mentioned that he had
got to know that Uttar Pradesh

Chief Minister had been cam-

paigning in the region. He then
went on to claim that those
wearing “saffron clothes” were
“robbing the honour of women”.

“...Agj aap dekhiye ki UPmein
balatkariyon ko aspatal mein
aaram farmaya jaa raha hai aur
piditon ko jail mein thoos diya jaa
raha hai...(Today, you see that in
UP, rapists are relaxing in a hos-
pital while the victimis in jail,)”
he added.

Reacting to Soren’s speech,
the BJP had filed a complaint
with the EC the same day. In the

complaint, the party said Soren
has “hurt Hindu sentiments” in
Jharkhand and in India.

Meanwhile, Soren too lodged
a complaint with the EC against
Chief Minister Raghubar Das for
allegedly abusing himina speech
on Wednesday. Das, while refer-
ring to Hemant and his father,
former chief minister Shibu
Soren, abused in his speech, but
apologised immediately.

The last phase of the
Jharkhand Assembly polls will
be held on Friday.
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INVITING FOR BIDS (IFB)

istered with HP,PWD.

The Executive Engineer HP PWD Division Manali at Katrain on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh invites the items 3
rate bids in electronic tendering system, for construction of following work from the eligible and approved contractors/Firm reg-

Sr. Name of Work Estimated

No. Cost of
the Work

1. C/O Civil Hospital (Additional alteration) at Manali Distt. Kullu (HP) (SH:- 1,53,74,985/-

C/O building portion WS and Sl and rain water harvesting system).

Key Dates:

1. Date of online publication 01.01.2020

2. Document Download start and End date 01.01.2020

3. Bid submission start and End date 01.01.2020

5. Physical submission of EMD and cost of tender document 16.01.2020

6. Date of Technical Bid opening, Evaluation of Technical Bid 16.01.2020

Bidders documents can be downloaded from the website http:/.hptenders.gov.in .The documents downloaded from the site
should not be tempered, and if any such tempering is detected before or after the opening of bids, the bidder shall be penalized

and black listed.
Other terms and condition shall remain same as given in the bid document.
Terms & Conditions:-
Scanned copy of Registration/Enlistment with H.P.P.W.D. Deptt.
Scanned copy of PAN/TIN & Income Tax clearance certificate .
Scanned copy of work done certificate of similar nature of work .
Scanned copy of Earnest Money and Cost of Form.

79546/HRY.

Sr.

No.

NAME OF BOARD CORP./AUTH

THE AMBALA DISTT. COOP. MILK
PRODUCERS UNION LTD.

THE AMBALA DISTT. COOP. MILK
PRODUCERS UNION LTD.

UHBVN, PANCHKULA

FA/COLLECTION/UH/1/2019 DATED: 29/11/2019

HPGCL,PANIPAT

HSAMB, REWARI

3623/H.P.
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Sd/- Executive Engineer,

HP PWD Division Manali at Katrain 79667/HRY.

CORRIGENDUM NOTICE

OLD REFERENCE/
NIT NO.

MUA/STORE/TENDER/2019/42/HBC_109890_1

MUA/STORE/TENDER/2019/43/HBC_110076,11008 THE LAST DATE OF ONLINE BID SUBMISSION IS EXTEND-

1,110186,110197,110208,110220_1
EOI REFERENCE NO.: -

( NIT NO.16-2019/V-226/GS) ( TENDER ID
2019_HBC_ 108663_1)

AS PER TENDER NOTICE + 1 OTHER WORK

NATURE OF CORRIGENDUM WEBSITE OF THE BOARD NODAL OFFICER/

CORP./AUTH CONTACT DETAILS/EMAIL

http:vitaindia.etenders.hry.nic.in  0171-2540614, 9996648121 milk-
www.vitaindia.org.in plant@vitaambala.com

THE LAST DATE OF ONLINE BID SUBMISSION IS
EXTENDED UPTO 24.12.2019 AT 11.00 hrs. (Shifting of Rice
Husk Yard to Boiler, Firing in Boiler and lifting of Ash etc).

http:vitaindia.etenders.hry.nic.in  0171-2540614, 9996648121 milk-
www.vitaindia.org.in plant@vitaambala.com

93166-98249
aocollectionuhbvnfqr@ uhbvn.org.in

ED UPTO 26.12.2019 AT 11.00 hrs. ( Various Tenders).

(Date extended)for ENGAGEMENT OF COLLECTION
AGENCIES/FIRMS FOR COLLECTION OF ENERGY BILLS
FROM CONSUMERS AT NIGAM’S COUNTERS AND IN
VARIOUS LOCATIONS IN UHBVNL ON PREPAID MODULE.

Start date 13.11.2019. &Last date 20.12.2019
at 13.00 hrs.

Due to Administrative reason

www.uhbvn.org.in

0180-2566015
xenmtcplg1 @ gmail.com

01274-224187
xenrewari2019 @ gmail.com

www.hpgcl.org.in &
https://etenders. hry.nic.in

http:// etenders.hry.nic.in

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

have a tendency to incite vio-
lence and disruptions affecting
public safety on cogent and jus-
tifiable grounds and materials,”
the HC order said.

However, PTI quoted senior
Assam minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma as saying that the mobile
Internet services will be restored
Friday. Sarma did not mention a
time-frame for the same.

Meanwhile, protest songs,
speeches on protecting the com-
munity’s identity and slogans
against the BJP and the new cit-
izenship law continued to mark
the demonstrations across
Assam on Thursday.

In Guwahati, well-known
artistes participated in a large
demonstration in Chandmari
area and the protest saw
speeches by leaders of the ongo-
ing agitation against the CAA in
Assam and songs by popular

musicians, including Zubeen
Garg, who is also key organiser
of the ongoing protests in the
state capital.

Protests were reported from
various towns of the state fol-
lowing calls given by organisa-
tions like the All Assam Students’
Union (AASU), Asom
Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra
Parishad (AJYCP) and scores of
other organisations represent-
ing indigenous communities of
the state.

The state unit of the Congress
party also held sit-in demonstra-
tions against the new law. At the
Guwahati demonstration, Ripun
Bora, state unit president, told re-
porters, “Whenever people of
Assam have been in trouble, we
have fought for them.” He added
that the BJP has “no answer” to
the protests raging across the
country.

KARNATAKA
Police to HC:
Initiating
deportation

when illegals
held or FIR filed

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, DECEMBER19

THE KARNATAKA government is
initating deportation procedures
against alleged illegal immi-
grants in the state as soon as an
immigrant is arrested or an FIR
is registered, the state govern-
ment told Karnataka High Court
on Thursday in a report filed in
connection with two PILs seek-
ing deportation of illegal immi-
grants in the state.

“The deportation process is
initiated at least three months
before completion of sentence of
foreigners and for this process
the instructions are laid downin
a Government of India letter
dated July 1, 2019 which is fol-
lowed scrupulously,” the
Karnataka government told the
High Court in connection with
PILs filed by the Bharat
Punarutthana Trust, run by VHP
leader Girish Bharadwaj and lo-
cal advocate K B Vijaykumar.

Besides seeking deportation
of allillegal immigrants, the PILs
have sought the setting up of a
special investigation force to find
illegal immigrants and to carry
out deportation procedures.

“In view of the time taken for
nationality verification and issue
of travel documents by
Embassy/High Commission of the
country concerned the process of
deportation is initiated immedi-
ately on arrest of the foreigner or
on filing of FIR whichever is ear-
lier..,” says the report.

In November when the PILs
were first heard, the high court
directed Karnataka to provide
“details of the action initiated
againstillegal immigrants”.

There are “103 cases regis-
tered against 270 illegal immi-
grants in the last three years in
the state of Karnataka for various
offenses under different laws”,
the state government has said in
its report.

Meghalaya Assembly adopts
resolution on Inner Line Permit

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI,DECEMBER 19

THE MEGHALAYA Assembly on
Thursday adopted a resolution
forimplementing the Inner Line
Permit (ILP) regime in the state,
which will impose restrictions
on the entry and movement of
‘outsiders’ in the hill state.
“Thanking all the legislators
from ruling and the opposition
bench for articulating and recip-
rocating the aspirations of the
people of the State, Chief
Minister Conrad K Sangma said
that the Government will urge
upon the centre to include
Meghalaya in the preamble of
the Bengal Eastern Frontier
Regulations, 1873,” a statement
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The ILP is a special
permit that is required
by ‘outsiders’ to enter
the states of Arunachal
Pradesh, Nagaland
and Mizoram

from the chief minister’s office
said.

“It is important to note that
this (resolution on ILP) is no-
body’s victory or nobody’s loss,
we are allinit together for the in-
terest of the people,” Sangma
said.

“We put onrecord our appre-
ciation and effort by different po-
litical parties, stakeholders, and
the citizens of the state to ensure
that we move in a
positive manner to
safeguard and pro-
tect the rights of the
people and the
state.”

The ILP is a spe-
cial permit that is re-
quired by “out-
siders” from other
regions of India to
enter the states of
Arunachal Pradesh,
Nagaland and
Mizoram. The ILP,

which can be received after ap-
plying either online or physi-
cally, states the dates of travel
and also specifies the particular
areas in the state which the ILP
holder can travel to.

Itis pertinent to note that the
new citizenship law says “noth-
ing in this section shall apply to
tribal areas of Assam,
Meghalaya, Mizoram or Tripura
as included in the Sixth
Schedule to the Constitution
and the area covered under ‘The
Inter Line’ notified under the
Bengal Eastern Frontier
Regulation, 1873".

Home Minister Amit Shah
had announced recently that
Manipur will now come under
the ILP regime and hence be ex-
empted from the provisions of
the the new law.

Meghalaya may not have had
an ILP regime but three
Autonomous District Councils
under Sixth Schedule cover prac-
tically the entire state. In
November, the Meghalaya
Cabinet approved amendments
to the Meghalaya Residents
Safety and Security Act (MRSSA),
2016, which will lead to laws that
require non-resident visitors to
register themselves. The move
came in the backdrop of de-
mands for an ILP-like regime.
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PROPOSAL FOR THREE ANDHRA CAPITALS

Amaravati farmers
accuse Jagan of
‘politics of revenge’

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, DECEMBER 19

FARMERS FROM 29 villages of
Amaravati, who gave up theirland
for the Andhra Pradesh capital,
started a three-day hunger strike
Thursday near the state Secreta-
riat at Velagapudi to protest the
government’s proposal to estab-
lish multiple capitals.

Chief Minister Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy on Tuesday said his
government was considering the
move with the aim of decentral-
ising development. Making a
statementin the Assembly during
adiscussion on Amaravati capital
city, Jagan said Visakhapatnam
could be developed as the execu-
tive capital, Kurnool as the judicial
capital and Amaravati as the leg-
islative capital.

The proposal sparked protests
inthe 29villages which constitute
the capital city of Amaravatiasen-
visaged by former chief minister
N Chandrababu Naidu.

On Thursday, hundreds of
farmers marched from Manda-
dam — where nearly 90 per cent
of farmers gave away land for con-
struction of the capital — towards
the Secretariat. They carried black
flags and placards with the slogan:
“Save Rajdhani”.

BNarasimhaRao, who gave 20
acres of land, accused Jagan of go-
ing back on his assurances that the
capital would not be shifted.
“Farmers of this region gave
33,000 acres to the TDP govern-
ment, which has given back de-
veloped plots. The land rates were
good until the government
changed and now prices are
falling. If the capital is shifted, the
lives of thousands of Amaravati
farmers will be ruined,” Rao said.

Bezwada Ramesh, whose
family gave up 100 acres, said
farmers would suffer due to
YSRCP’s “politics of revenge”.
“New governments do not com-
pletely scrap any project that was
started by the previous govern-
ment. Due to this politics of re-
venge, there is lot of uncertainty
and farmers are going to suffer if
the capital is shifted,” he said.

Finance and Legislative Affairs
Minister B Rajendranath said es-
tablishing three capitals was just
anidea and not a final decision.

Information and Public Relat-
ions Minister P Venkataramaiah
alleged that the protests are polit-
ically motivated. “People from all
regions of the state support the
idea of establishing three capitals
for all-round development of the
state. These protests are spon-
sored by the opposition party.”
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HETERO DRUGS FIGURES IN CHARGESHEET AGAINST JAGAN

Firmnamed by CBlin assets

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, DECEMBER 19

THE ANDHRA Pradesh govern-
ment on Thursday signed agree-
ments with five pharmaceutical
companies to develop 2,566 of
45,000 government schoolsinthe
state and improve facilities in these
institutions. Among these compa-
niesis Hetero Drugs, which figures
in a CBI chargesheet filed against
Chief Minister Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy in the disproportionate as-
sets case, which is going on at a
special CBI court in Hyderabad.

The chargesheet against
Hetero Drugs, which has been
handed over 402 government
schools, states that when Jagan’s
father, late Y S Rajashekara
Reddy, was the chief minister of
undivided Andhra Pradesh,
Hetero Drugs Ltd invested in
Jagan Mohan’s companies. Inre-
turn, the CBI alleged, the com-
pany received several favours
from the government.

Based on the CBI chargesheet,
the Enforcement Directorate had
sealed 75 acres of land of prime
property allotted to Hetero Drugs
in Hyderabad, as also a fixed de-
posit of Rs 3 crore belonging to
the firm.

Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy

Hetero Drugs is owned by Dr
P B S Reddy. Two directors of the
firm, Attari Venkata Narasa Reddy
and Partha Saradhi Reddy Bandi,
were named in the CBI
chargesheet for investing close to
Rs 20 crore in Jagathi Publications,
owned by Jagan Mohan Reddy,
which publishes Sakshi Telugu
newspaper and airs the Sakshi
News TV channels.

The Indian Express could not
get a comment from the com-
pany’s representatives on this de-
velopment despite attempts.

On November 14, the Chief
Minister had announced that the
state government will improve in-
frastructure inall 45,000 govern-
ment schools in the state. He did
not specify at the time that private

companies will be tasked with the
responsibility to develop theirin-
frastructure.

Under the government’s
‘Nadu Nedu’ programme, thou-
sands of government schools in
AP are set to undergo a major
renovation under a Rs 12,000-
crore exercise. Apart from repair-
ing crumbling walls and ceilings,
amajor component of the planis
to build separate toilets for boys
and girls in 45,000 government
schools — 15,575 in the first
phase — build new classrooms,
provide safe drinking water and
secure the schools with com-
pound walls and gates.

After considering the financial
situation of the state, the govern-
ment decided to hand over the
programme to renovate and de-
velop the schools to private firms.
The agreement was signed with
Hetero Drugs, Vasudha Pharma,
Adileela Foundation, Rain Carbon,
and Laurus Labs.

Together, these firms would
contribute over Rs 85 crore for de-
velopment of infrastructure in
these schools, it was announced.

As per the agreement, Hetero
Drugs would take part in devel-

case to develop AP schools

opment of 402 schools and con-
tribute over Rs 20 crore; Vasudha
Pharma would contribute around
Rs 21 crore to develop 428
schools; Rain Carbon will con-
tribute Rs 1.65 crore for develop-
ment of 66 schools; the Adileela
Foundation is to develop 281
schools and contribute Rs 25
crore; while Laurus Labs would
spend Rs 18 crore for develop-
ment of 359 schools, it was
announced.

Representatives of the compa-
nies signed memoranda of under-
standing with the Social
Responsibility Wing of the AP
government in the presence of
Chief Minister Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy, PTl reported.

The Chief Minister said
45,000 government schools
across the state would be devel-
oped under the ‘Nadu-Nedu’
programme with a total expen-
diture of Rs 12,000 crore. “The
state is facing a serious financial
crisis. But we can’t ignore devel-
opment of infrastructure and fa-
cilities in schools and hospitals.
thank the companies for their
support to the programme,”
Jagan said, according to PTI.

UP teen dies 5 days
after being set on fire

Her uncle in jail on charges of sexually
assaulting her, setting her on fire

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, DECEMBER 19

FIVE DAYS after she was allegedly
assaulted sexually and set on fire
by her uncle, with whom she was
reportedly in a relationship with,
an 18-year-old girl from Fatehpur
district of Uttar Pradesh suc-
cumbed to injuries on Thursday.
The girl had suffered around
75 per cent burns and was at a
hospital in Kanpur. The 25-year-
old accused was arrested on
Saturday and sent to jail after be-
ing produced before amagistrate.
Confirming the girl’s death,
senior police officers on Thursday
maintained that they have evi-
dence suggesting that she was not
seton fire by the accused and that
she took the extreme step minutes
afterapanchayatdirected herand
her uncle to end the relationship.
According to police, the pan-
chayat had directed the man to
stay away from the village till the
girl’'s marriage. It was also men-
tioned in the panchayat that both
the man and the girl wanted to
marry each other and the father

of the accused had agreed to this,
but the girl’s family did not.

“The girl died during treat-
mentataround 8 amon Thursday.
The only accused has already
beenarrested and sent tojail ... We
have video statements of people
saying that the accused was pres-
entatthe panchayatwhenthein-
cident took place... However, we
are collecting forensicevidence to
support this,” said Fatehpur SP
Prashant Verma.

On Saturday, District Magist-
rate Sanjeev Singh had said that
according to local villagers, the
panchayatwas about toend when
the girl went inside her house and
those at the panchayat saw fire
and smoke coming out. A state-
ment by police had said the pan-
chayat was called after the victim
and theaccused, whowereinare-
lationship for two years, were
spotted together in an adjoining
village on Friday. SHO of Mahila
police station had said the girl
shouted on her way to hospital
that her uncle sexually assaulted
herand setheronfire, but sources
said that in her statement, the girl
did not blame her uncle.

Ruckus in MP House

over bonus promise
to wheat-growers

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, DECEMBER19

THE ISSUE of paying bonuses to
wheat-growers in Madhya Prad-
esh saw acrimonious exchanges
between the treasury benches
and the Opposition BJP in the
Assembly on Thursday, with the
BJP MLAs staging walkouts twice.

During his tenure as Chief
Minister, Shivraj Singh Chouhan
had started the practice of paying
a bonus over the Minimum
Support Price (MSP) to wheat
growers nearly a decade ago till
the Narendra Modi government
at the Centre raised the red flag,
arguing that the populist measure
was distorting the market price of
the commodity besides saddling
the Union government — which
picks the MSP tab — with addi-
tional expenditure.

On Thursday, BJP lawmakers
wanted the Kamal Nath govern-
ment to come clean onwhetherit
was going to pay the Rs 160 bonus
per quintal announced by it in
March this year. The Centre has re-
fused to pay for seven lakh MT of
the 73 lakh MT of wheat procured
in the state, saying the bonus was
responsible for the surplus pro-
curement. The refusal has left the
state with bill of Rs 1,400 crore.

Opposition MLAs repeatedly
asked the government whether it
was going to pay the bonus. They
asked if the state government
took the consent of the Centre
when it promised the bonus.

Inresponse, Nath said the BJP
has 28 Lok Sabha members and
they should take up the matter
with the Union government.
“Munh chalana aur sarkar chalane
mein antar hota hai,” the Chief
Minister said, without referring to
anyone in particular. BJP members
vehemently protested against the

Nath Chouhan

comment, saying it was objec-
tionable. Nath later said he did not
targetanyone but could nothelpit
if Chouhaninterpreted it that way.

During the session, Chouhan
retorted, “Humne bhi sarkaar cha-
layi, munh nahi.”

Revenue Minister Govind
Singh Rajput said the government
will pay the bonus under a differ-
ent name — Kisan Samruddhi
Yojana. Former Cabinet minister
Narottam Mishra countered this,
saying that the government had
not made a budgetary provision
for making the payments.

Iterating that his government
had paid bonus of Rs 265 per
quintal under a different name,
Chouhan asked Nath to pay the
amount as compensation or un-
der any different head.

Later, calling the Congress gov-
ernment anti-farmer, Leader of
the Opposition in the Assembly
Gopal Bhargav led a walkout by
BJP members.

4™ FLOOR, JEEVAN TARA BUILDING, PARLIAMENT STREET, NEW DELHI-110001
Notice under Section 19(4) of the Recovery of Debts Due to
Banks and Financial Institutions Act. 1993 read with Rule 12 & 13
of the Debts Recovery Tribunal (Procedure Rules) 1993).

In the matter of: OANO.272/2019/DRT-III

CENTRAL BANK OF INDIA ..o eeeeeeemeeemeennssennas Applicant
Versus

SMT. LAXMIDEVI & ANR. ... eeeceeeeee e eemnes Defendants

To,

(D-2) M/S. SHUBHKAMNA BUILDTECH PVT. LTD.

Having its Registered Office at: 197-E, Pocket-IV, Mayur Vihar
Phase-I, Delhi-110091.

Whereas the above named applicant has instituted a case against
you and whereas it has been shown to the satisfaction of the
Tribunal that it is not possible to serve you in ordinary way.
Therefore, this notice is given by advertisement directing you to
make appearance in this Tribunalon 23.12.2019 at10:30 A.M.
Take notice that in case of your failure to appear on the above
mentioned day before this Tribunal, the case will be heard and
decided in your absence.

Given under my hand and seal of this Tribunal on this the 28" Day of

October, 2019. By Order of the Tribunal
Assistant Registrar, DRT-Ill, New Delhi

4™ FLOOR, JEEVAN TARA BUILDING, PARLIAMENT STREET, NEW DELHI-110001

Notice under Section 19(4) of the Recovery of Debts Due to

Banks and Financial Institutions Act. 1993 read with Rule 12 & 13

ofthe Debts Recovery Tribunal (Procedure Rules) 1993).

In the matter of: OANO.619/2018/DRT-III

CENTRAL BANK OF INDIA ..o Applicant
Versus

SMT. SHALINI GARG & ORS. .......cooo s Defendants

To, (D-3) M/S. SHUBHKAMNA BUILDTECH PVT. LTD.
Through its Authorised Officer/Director

Sh. Harish Kumar S/o. Sh. Ghanshyam Dutt, Having its Regd.
Office at: 197-E, Pocket-4, Mayur Vihar, Phase-1, Delhi-110091
Whereas the above named applicant has instituted a case against
you and whereas it has been shown to the satisfaction of the
Tribunal that it is not possible to serve you in ordinary way.
Therefore, this notice is given by advertisement directing you to
make appearance in this Tribunal on 20.02.2020 at 10:30 A.M.
Take notice that in case of your failure to appear on the above
mentioned day before this Tribunal, the case will be heard and
decided in your absence.

Given under my hand and seal of this Tribunal on this the 29" Day of

November, 2019.
By Order of the Tribunal

Assistant Registrar, DRT-lll, New Delhi

OFFICE OF THE CANTONMENT
BOARD, DANAPUR CANTT
PUBLIC NOTICE

As laid down under the Cantonment Electoral Rules 2007. The
drawing of lots among Ward no. 01, 03, 04 and 05 of Danapur
Cantonment for reservation of 02 wards for women in
Cantonment Board, is scheduled to be conducted by the
President Cantonment Board on 04.01.2020 @ 12:30 Hrs at
Danapur Cantonment Board Office.
It is hereby notified that all members of public who are
interested, may witness the proceedings on the said date and
time fixed.
Sd/-XX/
President
Cantonment Board Office,
Danapur Cantt.

Letter No. CBD/Election/1246
Dated 19/2019
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(ADMINISTRATIVE BRANCH)

Notice for Recruitment on Contract Basis in MAIDS
Opening Date: 20-12-2019 Closing Date: 31-01-2020
Applications are invited by 31/01/2020 for the Post of Assistant Professor in
various specialities to be filled purely on Contract basis initially for a period
of one year or till regular arrangement is made, whichever is earlier, from
eligible candidates. Candidates, who fulfil the requirement of qualifications
and eligibility conditions, may apply on the prescribed proforma.

For further details, w.r.t. No. of Posts, fee, eligibility, qualification, mode of
selection and application form etc., please visit institute's wcbsite i.e.
www.maids.ac.in
"Those who have already applied in r/o our earlier advertisement dated
10/12/2018 need not apply again”
Sd/-
(Prof. (Dr. Sangeeta Talwar)

DIP/Shabdarth/1151/19-20 Director-Principal

PUBLIC NOTICE

Whereas, Spaze Towers Pvt. Ltd. is in the process of undertaking development of a Commercial
Colony, in Sector-47, Gurugram Manesar Urban Complex, Gurugram, Haryana over an area
measuring 2.851 Acres (1.153 hectare) in the revenue estate of Village Tikri in accordance with the
provisions of License No. 219 of 2007 dated 11.09.2007, granted by Director, Town & Country Plan-
ning, Haryana, Chandigarh ('DTCP’). The project is also registered under the provisions of Real
Estate (Regulation and Development) Act, 2016 (‘RERAAct) and Haryana Real Estate (Regula-
tion and Development) Rules, 2017 (‘HRERA Rules’) vide Regn. No. 04 of 2018 dated
02.01.2018.

And whereas, several individuals/persons have made bookings/entered into purchase
agreement/ buyers agreement for the allotment and purchase of units in this Commercial colony
(‘existing allottees’).

And whereas, building plans earlier approved vide DTCP Memo No. ZP-
318/JD(BS)/2010/11053 dated 07/09/2010 (‘earlier approved building plans’) are now proposed
to be revised again for which DTCP has granted in-principle approval vide Memo No.ZP-
318/JD(NC)/2019/31141 dated 17.12.2019 (‘revised building plans’).

And whereas, the office of the DTCP and also the provisions of RERAAct/HRERA Rules have
required seeking of objections / consent against the said revision of the earlier approved building
plans as a pre-condition for allowing such revision in the earlier approved building plans.

Accordingly, vide this Public Notice, consent / objections, if any, are hereby invited from
the existing allottees on the revised building plans. The earlier approved building plans, revised
building plans, deviation plans are available for perusal / reference of the existing allottees on a)
our website http://lwww.spaze.in; b) in the office of the undersigned at Spazedge Building, Tower

—C, Gurugram — Sohna Road, Sector —47, Gurugram - 122002; ¢) at the project site office in Sec-

tor-47, Gurugram Manesar Urban Complex, Gurugram & d) in the office of Senior Town Planner,
Gurugram at HSVP Complex, Sector-14, Gurugram, Haryana. The changes proposed in the
revised building plans w.r.t. the earlier approved building plans are also marked in different colors
on the earlier approved building plans.

Any of the existing allottees having any objection on the revised building plan(s), may file
his/her/their/its objection / consent in the office of the Senior Town Planner, Gurugram at HSVP
Complex, Sector-14, Gurugram, Haryana and in the office of the undersigned within thirty (30) days
of publication of this Public Notice i.e. upto 18.01.2020 till 5.00 pm, failing which it shall be assumed
that there are no objections to the proposed revision in the building plan(s).

Place:Gurugram
Date: 20.12.2019

(Sanjay Kapoor)
Authorized Signatory

SPAZE TOWERS PRIVATE LIMITED
Address: Spazedge, Sector—47, Gurugram - 122002
CINNO.: U4520IDL2006PTC145529 website: http://www.spaze.in
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PERSONAL

I Shakam Singh S/o0 Shyam
Singh R/0-RZD-32/A, Gali.No.5,
Syndicate-Enclave, New
Delhi...110045, have changed my
name to Shakam Singh Ramola.
0040524518-8

I, Jatinder Suri S/o0 Vidya
Parkash R/o0 F-21 C,Mukhram
Garden,Tilak Nagar,New Delhi-
110018 have changed my name
from Jatinder Suri to Jitender
Kumar for all future purposes.
0040523909

Itis for general information that
| Sarita Rani W/o Kapil Kumar
D/o Balbir Singh residing at-C-
63, Gali No-3, North Chhajjupur,
Delhi-110094 inform that the
name of my father has been
wrongly written as Balvir
Dhamain my all documents.
The actual name of my fatheris
Balbir Singh respectively
which may be amended
accordingly. 0040524789-8

I,Sonu Singh S/o0 Avtar Singh
R/0-G-9/204,Sangam
Vihar,New Delhi-110080,have
changed my name to Siddharth
Singh for all future Purposes.

0040524815-2

I,Rooham Jalil w/o Mohammed
Abdul Rashid R/o-
Street.No.1/1,Greater Azad
Enclave(w),Dhorrah Mafi,
Aligarh,U.P.-202002,have
changed my name to Rooham
Rashid. 0040524815-4

I,Punita Mohan Patel W/0
Ravinder Singh Ahluwalia R/0-
D-31B,Sector-26, Noida,UP-
201301,have changed my
name,after marriage to PUNITA
AHLUWALIA permanently.

0040524815-1

I,Monica Sharma W/0O-Ravi Kant
Kaushik R/0-698/43,Shambhu-
Nagar, Onkar-Nagar, Trinagar,
Delhi-110035. Changed My
Nameto Monika Kaushik.

0040524826-5

I,Matlug Ahmed S/o0 Mohd.
Yakub R/0.A-3/18B,DDA
Flats,Inderlok, Delhi-
110035,have changed my
name,to Matloob Ahmed for all
future purposes. 0040524815-3

I, hitherto Known as Ashish Dua
S/0 Sh.Satish Dua R/0-B-20,
First Floor, Friends-Colony
West, SriniwasPuri, New Delhi-
110065, Have Changed The
Name Of My Minor Son
Aryaman Dua Aged 13-Years
And He Shall Hereafter Be
Known As Aryaman Aashish
Dua. 0040524819-8

I, Yatan Lal Barkade alias
Yetanlal Barkade S/o Tulsiram
Barkade R/o Ward No. 10,
Bichhua Chhindwara, Madhya
Pradesh-480111 have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be known as Yetanlal Barkade

0070688956-1

I, Urvi Joseph Varghese D/o
Joseph Varghese R/03097/4,
Gali No.4, Ranjeet Nagar, South
Patel Nagar, Delhi-110008 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as AdiJ

0070688947-1

I, Umesh Kumar S/0 Vinod
Kumar Nirbhay R/0 B-3/192,
Block-B-3, Yamuna Vihar, Delhi-
110053, have changed my name
to Umesh Kumar Nirbhay for all
purposes. 0040524747-1

I, Sushila Kumari W/o Umesh
Kumar Nirbhay R/0 B-3/192,
Block-B-3, Yamuna Vihar, Delhi-
110053, have changed my name
after marriage to Sushila
Sharma W/o Umesh Kumar
Nirbhay for all purposes.

0040524748-1

I, Sunita/Sunita Devi D/O,
Kishan Sahay R/o H.No-216 Vill
Jamalpur, Gurgaon-122503
have changed my nameto
Sunita Yadav for all purposes.

0040524786-3

I, Sunita W/o Rajinder Kumar
VermaR/0 G-109 Ashok Vihar
Ph-l, Delhi-52. changed my
name to Sunita Verma.

0040524789-7

I, Suman Awana W/o Sh. Jagesh
kumar R/o0 B-23, Sec-5Harola
Gautam Budh Nagar Noida
have changed my name to
Suman Devi For all future
Purposes. 0040524777-1

I, Sukhwinder Kaur W/o Baldev
Singh R/o Fattu Dhinga
Kapurthala Punjab have
changed my name to Ravneet
Kaur. 0040524797-4

I, Sonam Ghai W/o0 Kapish Ghai
R/o-Flat.No.404, Block-B6,
CLEO-County, Plot.No.GH-05,
Sector-121, Noida,UP.have
changed my name to Sonam
Sahni. 0040524826-1

I, Shivkumar Singh
Raghuwanshi alias Shiv Kumar
Singh Raghuwanshi alias Shiv
Kumar Singh S/o0 Shankar Singh
Raghuwanshi R/o Ward No.12,
Narsingpur Road, Sankat
Mochan Nagar, Chitnavis Ganj,
Chhindwara, M.P.-480001 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
Shivkumar Singh
Raghuwanshi. 0070688941-1

I, Shakeel Ahmad S/0 Mujeeb
Ahmad R/0-H.No.B-44
Street.No-18, Man Singh, Nagar
Old-Mustafabad, Delhi-110094,
that mine and my father name
has been wrongly written as
Shakil and Mujib Ahmed in my
Passport,the Actual name of
mine and my father is Shakeel
Ahmad, Mujeeb Ahmad

0040524738-1

I, Sat Paul S/o-Puran Chand Add
House No A/54 Devli Road,
Khanpur Extension, Delhi
110062, Changed My Name To
Satpal. 0040524787-2

I, Seema Kalra W/o-Rakesh
Kalra R/0-X/1540, GaliNo.8,
Rajgarh Colony, Gandhi Nagar,
East Delhi-110031, have
changed my name to Prem
Kalra. 0040524826-11

I, Sarthik R/0-T-49,New T-Block,
Third-Floor,Uttam Nagar,New
Delhi-110059,have changed my
daughter name from Avni
Dumrato Avanii Dumra for
all,future purpose.

0040524819-1

I, Sarika Sharma W/o
Sukhwinder Kumar R/o H.No.
336, Majitha Road, Green Field
Avenue, Lane No. 2, Amritsar-Il,
Amritsar, Punjab-143001 do
hereby declare that name of
my husband has been wrongly
written as Sukhwinder Sharma
inmy Passport No.L4163261.
The actual name of my
husband is Sukhwinder Kumar,
which may be amended
accordingly. 0070688952-1

I, Sanjay Kumar S/o0 Bhupender
Kumar R/0-613/2, Near Mini
Stadium, Nehru-Enclave-
Village, AliPur, Delhi-110036.
have changed my nameto
Sanjay Gupta, for all purposes.

0040524797-2

I, Sandeep S/0 Bhagwat
Swaroop Nagar R/0-C-3/7A,
Swarn-Park, Near Khateek
Muhalla, Mundka, Delhi-110041
have changed my name to
Sandeep Nagar. 0040524797-6

I, Salabuddin S/O Mr. Faiz
Bukhash, R/O H. No. 141, Street
No 5, Near Sunheri Masjid, Brij
Puri Delhi 110094 Have
Changed My Name To
Salauddin As Per Affidavit
Dated 17 December, 2019 For
All Purpose. Both The Names
Are Same Of One Person.

0070688859-1

I, SYED MOHAMMAD BILAL S/o-
Mr.Syed Nazar Askari R/o-
H.No0.536/6, 2nd-Floor, Zakir
Nagar, JamiaNagar, Okhla,New
Delhi-110025,have changed my
name from Mohammad Bilal to
SYED MOHAMMAD BILAL,for all
future purposes. 0040524797-1

I, Prem Bansal S/o Chotu Ram
R/o D-41, Sector-20, Noida(U.P.)
have changed my nameto
Prem Chand Bansal for all
future purposes. 0040524766-2

I, Ruminder Monga W/o Sh.
Kawaljit Singh R/0-H.No.J-
9/48A, First-floor, Rajouri
Garden, New Delhi-110027,
have changed my name to
Ruminder Singh for all
purposes. 0040524789-2

I, Roopkishor S/o Chet Ram R/o-
144, Third Floor, Pkt-12, Sector-
20, Rohini, Delhi have changed
my name to Rupkishor Singh
forall purposes.

0040524789-10

I, Rohit Kumar Harshana S/o
Omprakash R/o H.no-152, Near
Govt. School, Baliyawas, Gwal
Pahari, Gurgaon, Haryana-
122003, have changed my name
to RohitHarshana forall
purposes. 0040524752-1

I, Ratan Kumar Dokwewala S/o
Sohan Lal Goyal R/0 A-3, Prem
Kutir Society Sector-9, Rohini,
Delhi, have changed my name
to Ratan Kumar Goyal for all
purposes. 0040524787-1

I, Ram Laraitey Diwakar S/o-
Late Sukh Lal R/0-F-2/237,
Sangam-Vihar, New-Delhi-
110062, do hereby informs that
Ram Laraitey Diwakar and Ram
Laraitey is one and same
person and | have changed my
name from Ram Laraitey
Diwakar to Ram Laraitey for all
future purposes. 0040524787-9

I, Rajesh/Rajesh Kumar S/o
Sheodan Singh Yadav R/o Vill
Jamalpur,Gurgaon-122503
have changed my nameto
Rajesh Yadav for all purposes.

0040524786-2

I, Rajesh Kumar Tripathy S/o0
Ram Dutt Tripathi R/0 339
Sector-1 Type-lll, Sadiq Nagar,
ND-49 have changed my name
to Rajesh Kumar Tripathi.

0040524786-4

I, Radhey Raman S/o0 Madan Lal
SharmaR/0 208, Raison Armor
Homes, Ahinsa Khand-2,
indirapuram, Ghaziabad, U.P.-
201010 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as Radhey Raman Sharma.

0070688950-1

I, Pratap Singh S/o0 Umed Singh
R/o House No0.143, Sector-5,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122001 have
changed my name to Pratap
Kataria for all future purposes.

0040524761-1

I, Pavani Chawla D/O Puneet
Chawla R/0-Hno.9, Roadno.42,
West Punjabi Bagh, Central
Market, Delhi-110026. Changed
My Name to Pavni Chawla.

0040524797-8

I, Patal Ann Nicholson W/o
Robert Nicholson R/0-20/12,
2nd Floor, Pantnagar,
Jangpura, Delhi-110014, have
changed my name to Petal
Nicholson. 0040524817-6

I, Mukesh Chand Meena, R/0 B-
20, B.K.Dutt Colony, New Delhi
have changed my son’s name
from Chintu Kumar Meenato
Navin Kumar Baiplawat for all
purposes 0040524749-1

I,Baboo Lal S/o Sampat Lal R/o-
RZ-D-84,Nihal Vihar, Nangloi,
New Delhi, have changed my
name to Babu Lal permanently.

0040524817-4

I, Dheeraj S/o Chander Mohan
Bajaj, R/0 5A,U&V, Shalimar
Bagh,Delhi, have changed my
name to Dheeraj Bajaj for all
purposes. 0040524618-1

I, Mohd. Jalal Uddin S/o Wali
Mohmmad R/0-H.No. 3/4,S/F,
BaghichiNo.3, Harinagar,
Ashram, Delhi-110014, have
changed my name to Mohd
Jalal. 0040524817-2

I, Mohd Imran Khan S/0 Mohd
Isha R/O-L-lInd, H.No-1104, Gali
No-24.Sangam Vihar, N.Delhi-
110062. Changed My Name To
Mohammad Imran.

0040524826-10

I, Manoj Sain S/o RajaRam Sen
R/0 39-D, Prem Kunj, Sangam
Park, Rana Pratap Bagh, Delhi-
110007 have changed my name
from Manoj Sain to Manoj Sen
for all future purposes.

0040524784-1

I, Manoj Kumar S/o Balwant Rai
Purthi Add-H-29, South
Extension Part-1, New Delhi-
110049.,Changed My Name To
Manoj Kumar Pruthi

0040524787-4

I, Manoj Gupta S/o Sh. Amar
Nath Gupta R/o0 B-22, First
Floor, Duggal Colony, Khanpur,
New Delhi-110062, have
changed my name to Manoj
Kumar Gupta for all purposes.

0040524778-1

I, Ishita D/o Ajay Kumar R/0-69,
Gali No-14, West Azad-Nagar
Delhi-51, have changed my
name to Ishita Thakur.

0040524787-3

I, Anil Kumar S/0 Khazana Ram
R/0-A-26.Sai Complex. Khasra
No-629.Chhattarpur-Enclave
Phase-1. South/Delhi-110074.
Changed My Name To Anil
Sharma. 0040524826-9

I, Amra Nath S/o Krishna Prasad
R/0-E-24/3, Flat N0.406, 3rd-
Floor, B/P, Easternside,
Siddharth Nagar, N.D.-14, have
changed my name to Amar
Nath. 0040524817-3

I, Amit S/o0 Sh. Om Prakash R/o
456/10, Chander Qtr., RamPura,
Delhi-110035 have changed my
name to Amit Tanwar.

0040524789-5

I, Amit Pal S/o0 Jagdish Singh
Chawla R/0-430 Bhera-Enclave,
Outer Ring Road, Paschim-
Vihar, New Delhi-110087, have
changed my name to Amit
Chawla. 0040524789-3

I, Amit Kumar Joshi S/o Surinder
Kumar Joshi R/0 2103, Tower A-
6, Cleo County, Sector-121,
Noida-201301, have changed
my name to Amit Joshi for all
purposes. 0040524745-1

I hitherto known as Narendra
Kumar son of Ram Karan
Vermaresiding at B-121/A, Flat
No.2,Upper Ground Floor,
Paryavaran Complex, IGNOU
Road, New Delhi-110030 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
Narinder Verma. 0040524789-9

I Yogendra Kumar Gujar S/o
Mangilal Kumar Gujar R/0.233,
2nd-floor, Block-B, Sector-56,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122001,
have changed my nameto
Yogendra Gujar. 0040524826-4

I Simer Kaur D/o Narinder Singh
R/0-C-139, Uday-Vihar,
Chander-Vihar, Nilothi-
Extention, West/Delhi-110041,
have changed my nameto
Simar Kaur for all purposes.

0040524797-3

INitin Sherawat S/o Satpal R/o
H.No-52 Village Bakkarwala
Mundka Delhi-110041, Changed
My Name to Nitin Sehrawat.

0040524819-5

ISheeba/Sheeba Sayeed Khan
W/0 Parwez Khan R/O-C-82,
Radhey Shyam Park Extension
Krishan-Nagar Delhi-110051.
Have Changed My Name To
SheebaSayeed. 0040524789-1

I Saranjit Kaur alias Geeta D/o
Late Sardar Hardayal Singh
W/o Capt. Ramesh Krishan
BhardwajR/o F/41, Ground
Floor,Naraina Vihar, New
Delhi-110028 have changed my
name to Geeta Bhardwaj for all
purposes. 0040524739-2

ISadaram S/0 Sarjit Singh R/O-
Vpo Khaira-Village, Najafgarh,
South West Delhi, Delhi 110043,
inform that Sadaram &
Sadaram Yadav is One Person.

0040524789-6

I Prabhat Bhatia S/o0 Sh. Ram
Chand Bhatia R/o0 H. N0.3064,
GaliNo.3, Block-A, SGM Nagar,
NIT Faridabad Haryana have
changed my name from
Prabhat Kumar Bhatia to
Prabhat Bhatia for all future
purposes. 0040524786-1

IRadhika D/o Anil Kumar
Singhal R/o0 D-14 Hakikat Rai
Road Adarsh Nagar Delhi-
110033. Changed My Name To
Radhika Singhal. 0040524819-3

I Meenakshi Handa D/O Ramesh
Handa R/09/2 Geeta Colony
Delhi 110031, Have Changed My
Name To Ekta Bhatia.

0040524797-7

IJamaludin Alias Jamalu Deen
Sheikh Alias Jumaludeen Alias
Jamaludeen Fazal Hussain
Sheikh Alias Jamaludeen
Sheikh S/o Fajal Husain R/0 101,
Bheti Vithan Gaon, Post Office-
Binak Khal, Ghansali, Tehri
Garhwal, Uttrakhand-249181,
have changed my name to
Jamaludeen Sheikh.

0070688930-1

I Gurjinder Singh Bawa S/o-
Sardar Jagjit Singh R/0-Wz-185,
Upper Ground Flioor, Street No-
3,4 Lajwati-Garden, Jankpuri,
Nangal-Raya, South/West
Delhi-110046. Have Changed
My Name Gurjinder Singh
Malhotra/Gurjinder Singh To
Gurjinder Singh Bawa Both Are
Same & ONE Person For All
Future Purpose. 0040524787-6

IBaldev Singh S/0 Satnam Singh
R/o Saray Khader Tarapur
Meerut. have changed my
name to Gurmeet Singh.

0040524797-5

I, Madan Dewan S/o Manna Ram
DewanR/o H-110,Upper
Ground Floor, Shivaji Park,
West Punjabi Bagh, New Delhi-
110026, have changed my name
to Madan Lal Dewan.

0040524751-1

I, Kulwant Singh Sondh S/o
S.Jaswant Singh R/0-D-42, 3rd-
Floor, Saraswati-Garden,
N.Delhi-110015, have changed
my minor son’s name Sahibjeet
Singh to Sahibjeet Singh
Sondh. 0040524817-7

I, Km. Prajesh Agrawal W/o
Rajendra Kumar R/0-125/9, G.F.,
KishanGarh, VasantKunj, New
Delhi-110070 have changed my
name to Priya. 0040524789-4

I, Kiran W/0 Anil Kumar Singhal
R/o D-14 Hakikat Rai Road
Adarsh Nagar Delhi-110033,
Changed My Name To Kiran
Singhal. 0040524819-2

I, Khushi D/o Rajiv Mohan
Goswami R/0-G-71, Naraina
Vihar, N.Delhi-110028, have
changed my name to Kashish
Goswami. LIC Policy-
N0.330868935. 0040524817-5

I, Kartik S/O Naveen Pujari R/O
13-CFirozshah Road New Delhi-
01, have Changed my name to
Kartik Pujari for all purpose.

0130014093-1

I, Kanwaljit Kaur W/O Narinder
Singh R/0 Khasrano.7/23, C-
Block, Galino.6, Kamalvihar,
Kamalpur, Santnagar Burari,
Delhi-110034. Changed my
Name to Kawal Jeet Kaur.

0040524797-10

I, Kamrudin S/0 Hussani R/0 D-
92, J.J Colony, Shakurpur, Delhi-
110034. Have Changed My
Name To Kamruddin.

0040524797-9

I, Jasica Singh D/O Satinder
Singh R/0 B-209.Ashok-Vihar
Phase-1 Delhi-110052. Changed
My Name To Jessica Madan.

0040524826-7

I, Hitherto Known As Ashish Dua
S/0 Sh.Satish Dua R/0-B-20,
First Floor, Friends-Colony
West, Sriniwas Puri, New Delhi-
110065, Have Changed My
Name And Shall Hereafter Be
Known As Aashish S Dua.

0040524819-7

I, Harvinder Kaur W/o Lt Col.
Narender Singh Sahi R/0 595,
Sector-29 Noida(U.P.) have
changed my name to
Harvinder Kaur Sahi for all
future purposes and my DOB
26/01/1951. 0040524766-1

I, Gurjinder Singh Bawa S/o-
Sardar Jagjit Singh R/0-Wz-185,
Upper-Ground-Floor, Street No-
3,4 Lajwati-Garden, Jankpuri,
Nangal-Raya, South/West
Delhi-110046, informs that have
changed my minor Son’s name
Jaspreet Singh to Jaspreet
Singh Bawa, both are same and
one person for all future
Purposes. 0040524787-7

I, Gulshan Nasim W/O Nasim
Ullah R/0-P-133. S.F.Gali.No-2.
Pehalwan-Chawk Jamia-
Nagar, Okhla Delhi-110025.
Changed My Name To Gulshan
Naseem. 0040524826-8

I, FAKHRUZ ZAMAN S/0 Mumtaz
AliR/0 A-392, Ground Floor,
KhasraNo.124, Gali No.9,
Village Wazirabad, Delhi-84,
inform that my father name
wrongly mentioned in my
Voter-1D Card, Driving License
& Passportas Mumtaz Ahmed.
But his correctnameis
Mumtaz Ali. 0040524768-1

I, Dilip Kumar Sharma S/o-Late
Shri.M.D Sharma R/o-
H.no0.524D, Gali-No.17, Sadh-
Nagar, Palam-Colony, New-
Delhi-110045, have changed my
minor daughter’s name from
Riyaato Riya Sharma forall
purposes. 0040524787-8

I, Deepak S/o0 Ramesh Chand
Garg R/011-C-131, Nehru-Nagar,
Ghaziabad. Have changed my
name to Deepak Garg for all
purposes. 0040524826-2

I, Chanchal W/o Deepak Garg
R/o011-C-131,Nehru Nagar,
Ghaziabad have changed my
name to Chanchal Garg for all
purposes. 0040524826-3

I, Champa Thawani W/o Harish
Chander Thawani R/0 J-42, 2nd-
Floor, Lajpat Nagar-2, N.Delhi-
24, have changed my nameto
Madhu Thawani 0040524746-1

I, Baby Shagun Sehgal D/O
Dinesh Sehgal R/0-K-14 Bhagat
Singh-Road Krishna Nagar
Delhi-110051. Changed My
Name To Shagun Sehgal.

0040524826-6

I, Bibek Kumar Ojha S/o
Prabhash Narayan R/0-C-334,
Lajpat Nagar, Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad have changed my
name to Vivek Kumar Ojha.

0040524819-10

I, Atul Kaushal S/o Kaushal
Kishore R/0 2047, Gali No-10,
Surya Colony, Sehatpur,
Amarnagar, Faridabad,
Haryana-121003, that name of
my father has been wrongly
written as Kaushal Kishorin
my Schooling Certificates. The
actual name of my fatheris
Kaushal Kishore 0070688935-1

I, Ashok Kumar alias Ashok
Kapil S/o-L.S. Kapil R/0-802, Gali
No.7, Govindpuri, Kalkaji, N.D-
19. Have changed my name to
Ashok Kumar Kapil S/o Lotan
Singh Kapil. 0040524817-1

I, Aquila Suleman W/0 Khurshid
Akhter R/0 D-338, Tripathi
Enclave, Prem Nagar-2, Kirari,
Suleman Nagar, Delhi-86 Have
Changed My Name to Akila
Suleman. 0040524819-6

I, Anurag/Anurag Dineshwar
Prasad S/o Dineshwar Prasad
R/0 353, First Floor, IP Colony,
Sec-30-33, Amarnagar,
Faridabad Pin-121003, have
changed my name to Anurag
Sinhaforall purposes.

0040524822-1

I Gurjinder Singh Bawa S/0-
Sardar Jagjit Singh R/0-Wz-185,
Upper Ground Flioor, Street No-
3,4 Lajwati Garden, Jankpuri,
Nangal-Raya, South/West
Delhi-110046, informs That
Have Changed My Minor Son’s
Name Winpreet Singh To
Winpreet Singh Bawa Both are
one and same person for all
future purposes. 0040524787-5

I Gurinder Kaur W/O Anmol
Singh Kochhar Add.-B10 First-
Floor Rana Partap Bagh Delhi-
110007, Changed My Name To
Gurinder Kaur Kochhar.

0040524819-4

IChhotey Lal S/o Sh.Srinath
Patel R/o H-23 B/3, Upper
Second Floor, Garhwali
Mohalla, Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-
110092 have changed my name
to Chhotey Lal Patel for all
purposes. 0040524739-1

I, Shirish Gangadhar
Deshpande S/o Late
Gangadhar Bhagwant
Deshpande R/o C-2, Awanti
Vihar, Ram Nagar, Rampur,
Polopahar, Vidyut Nagar,
Jabalpur, M.P.-482008 declare
that name of mine has been
wrongly written as Deshpande
Shirish gangadharin my
servicerecord. The actual
name of mine is Shirish
gangadhar Dehpande, which
may be amended accordingly.

0070688945-1

I, RajivSharmaalias Rajeev
Sharma alias Rajeev Kumar S/o
Late SurajBhan SharmaR/052,
Bharat Nagar, New Friends
Colony, New Delhi-110025 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Rajeev
Sharma. 0070688949-1

|, Kaustav S/o Narendra Kumar
R/0 181, Sector-4, Chiranjeev
Vihar, Ghaziabad, U.P.-201002
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
Nishant Kumar. 0070688954-1

I, Himani Soni D/o Joginder
Singh Soni W/o Bharat Bhushan
R/0H.No.136/1A, Bhudatt
Colony, Ballabgarh, Faridabad,
Haryana-121004 have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be known as Himani Soni
Sharma. 0070688938-1

| Santosh Aggarwal Alias
Barkha Gupta D/o Banwari Lal
and W/o Harish Aggarwal R/o
20/325, Lal Chand Colony,
3/191, GaliNo-3, Lal Chand
Colony, Bahadurgarh, Jhajjar,
Haryana-124507, have changed
my name to Barkha Gupta

0070688928-1

LOST & FOUND

Lost original Lease Deed for
property No.W-139, RewariLine
Industrial area, Phase-2,Delhi
belonging to Surender Kumar
S/o HariSingh. FIR lodged vide
LR N0.2008221/2019 dated:18-
12-2019. Founder inform at
above address. 0040524743-1

I, Puneet Prakash S/o Late Ram
Prakash have lost my LPR (US
Green card) in Delhi. Please
contact 9532486003 if found.

0040524744-1

I, Shashi Bhushan Sharma S/o
Durga Dass and Nutan W/o Brij
Bhushan R/o0 A-816, Shastri
Nagar, Delhi-110052, have lost
ouroriginal document
payment proof and Possession
letter etc. of Bhawana Plot No.
70, vide applicationno 36352, if
find by anybody please contact
above 8800092108.

0040524663-1

I, Aditi tyagi D/o Sanjeev Kumar
Tyagi. R/0-361 Dheerpur near-
Nirankari-Colony Delhi-110009.
Have lost my original
certificate class-10th year-
2017 Rollno-8177117 CBSE-
Delhi. 0040524819-9

My Allotment letter, Possession let-
ter and NOC documents of proper-
ty H/No. 130C BIk-B, PKT-U&V
Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-88 are miss-
ing somewhere.FIR/NCR to that
effect has been lodged to Crime
Branch, Delhi Police vide LR No:
2009336/2019 on 18/12/2019.
Anybody aware or in possession of
aforementioned documents is to
contact on above address within 15
days of publish of this notice
Pardeep  uberoi, Mob No.
9911108500.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Vivek Singh S/o Sh. Shiv Pal Singh
R/o 1/2251-E, Gali No. 13, Tilak
Marg, East Ram Nagar, Shahdara,
Delhi- 110032 declare that name of
mine and my wife has been wrongly
written as Vivek, Vivek Chauhan,
Vandana Chauhan and Vandana in
my minor son Shreyansh Chauhan
aged 13 years birth certificate and
school record and name of mine has
been wrongly written as Vivek
Chauhan in  my minor son
Shreyansh Chauhan aged 13 years
Aadhar Card. The actual name of
mine and my wife is Vivek Singh and
Vandna Singh, which may be
amended accordingly.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed that
my client Shri Yad Ram Son of Late Shri
Kishori Lal (Aadhar No. 433184159509)
and his Wife Smt. Sharda Diwakar D/o
Shri Daya Ram Diwakar both Resident
of B-889/C, Sangam Vihar, Pushpa
Bhawan, South Delhi, Delhi-110062,
presently both residing at House No. L-
703, Gali No.8, Sangam Vihar, New
Delhi-110080 have disowned/debarred
his son and his daughter in law namely
Aashish Kumar along with hs wife Smt.
Deepshikha@ Jyoti from his all immov-
able and movable assets and severed
all relations with them due to their dis-
obedience and bad behaviour and shall
not be responsible for their any kind of
acts and deeds in future.
Sd/-
RAVINDRA SINGH &
BHISHAM SINGH
(Advocates)
Office: Chamber No. 874-75, 945-A,
Patiala House Courts,
New Delhi-110001.

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby informed that my client SH.
BHUSHAN NAGPAL W/O SARVJEET
NAGPAL, and D/o LATE SH. NIHAL CHAND
R/o E-164, Ashok Vihar Phase-l Delhi-
110052, has misplaced/lost the Original
Demand Letter, Allotment Letter, DDA
Po ion & Site Po ion, NOC. etc. in
respect of Property Shop No. C-123 New
Sabji Mandi Azadpur Delhi-110033 said
Property & have Lodged a complaint/FIR LR
NO. 783938/2019 dated 06.03.2019, with
Police Station crime branch Delhi, if any body
finds the said document, please inform her at
the abovesaid Address or Ph. No.
9999438015, if any other claiment has any
right in the aforesaid property, he/she should
file an FIR & give intimation to Dy/Asst.
Director (CL) A-block Vikas Sadan, INA New
Delhi with in 15 days from the date of
publication of this Notice.
KAMAL SINGH (Advocate)
Enrl. No D-748/14

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE INDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY,DECEMBER 20,2019



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY,DECEMBER 20, 2019

N.E.

WS.S.

NORTH
Two college students shot
deadin Chandigarh

Chandigarh: Two college stu-
dents from Haryana were
shot dead by unidentified as-
sailants at their rented ac-
commodation here, police
said on Thursday. The vic-
tims, both in their early
twenties, were identified as
Ajay, a student of a private
university, and Vineet, who
was attending a government

college here, Superintendent
of Police (Central) Ram Gopal
said. The incident took place
late Wednesday night when
the victims were with their
friend Mohit on the second
floor of the building. Mohit,
who managed to escape, was
being questioned. The police
officer said a case has been
registered. PTI

People shop ahead of Christmas in Pune on Thursday.

Pavan Khengre

EAST
Maoist killed in encounter

with police in Chhattisgarh

Sukma: A female Maoist op-
erative was gunned down in
an encounter with police in
Sukma district on Thursday;,
an official said. The incident
took place in a forest near
Singanmadgu village under
Chintagufa police station
limits around 9 am when se-
curity forces were out on a
counter-insurgency opera-
tion, Sukma SP Shalabh Sinha

said. Acting on inputs, sepa-
rate teams had launched the
operation, he said. When one
of the patrolling teams was
advancing through the forest
area, a gun-battle broke out.
However, the Maoist opera-
tives soon disappeared, the
official said. During a search
of the spot, the body of the
woman was recovered,
he said. PTI

WEST
Shiv Sena functionaryin
Mumbai shot at

Mumbai: A 55-year-old Shiv
Sena functionary was injured
after a man opened fire on
him in suburban Vikhroli on
Thursday morning, police
said. The incident took place
around 7.15 am, he said. The
functionary, Chandrashekhar
Jadhav, was sitting in a tem-
ple when the attacker, Abhay
Vikram Singh (22), fired four
to five rounds at him, the of-

ficial at Vikhroli police station
said. Jadhav sustained in-
juries on one of his shoulders
and was admitted to a hospi-
tal, he said. Jadhav’s son, who
was present at the time of the
incident, and others nearby
caught hold of the assailant
and handed him over to the
police. The accused, a native
of Allahabad, also sustained
injuries, police said. PTI

SOUTH

NIA to take over UAPA cases
against two Kerala students

Kochi: The  National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
has decided to take over
UAPA cases against two stu-
dents who were arrested by
the Kerala police recently
from Kozhikode for allegedly
distributing pro-Maoist
pamphlets, official sources
said here on Thursday. “We
have re-registered the case
yesterday (on Wednesday)

Jaipur blasts: Court
to pronounce
punishment today

Jaipur: A special court will on
Friday pronounce the sentence
against the four men convicted for
theJaipur serial blasts which killed
71 people and injured 185in2008.
The court on Thursday heard
arguments on the quantum of
punishment for the four men.
Public prosecutor Srichand
said the court will pronounce the
sentence at4 pm. The maximum
punishment is a death sentence.
“I have demanded death
penalty for them,” he said, calling
the blasts the second deadliestin-
cident of the kind after the serial
blasts in Mumbai. He claimed the
four convicts did not display any

fear in the courtroom.
On Wednesday, the court con-
victed Mohammad  Saif,

Mohammad Sarwar Azmi,
Mohammad Salman and Saifur
alias Saif ur Rehman Ansari.
Another accused, Shahbaz
Hussain, was acquitted with the
court giving him the benefit of the
doubt. The serial blasts rocked
Jaipur on the evening of May 13,
2008 within a two-kilometre ra-
dius in the walled city. PTI

and will take over the inves-
tigation in coming days,” a
NIA official said. The Kerala
High Court on November 27
had dismissed the bail plea of
two student activists of
CPI(M) —Thwaha Fazal (24)
and Alan Suhaib (20). The
court had admitted the evi-
dence submitted by the po-
lice to prove the two had
Maoist links. PTI
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Govt eyeing 15-yrresidency

normin J&K and Ladakh

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, DECEMBER 19

TO ALLAY fears among locals in
the newly created Union
Territories of Jammu and
Kashmir, and Ladakh, the Centre
is considering a 15-year resi-
dency requirement for obtaining
government jobs, seats for pro-
fessional courses in public col-
leges and ownership of land, top
government sources told The
Indian Express.

While different states have
different residency norms, the
general view among various min-
istries on the two new UTs is to fix
a 15-year minimum residency
norm for an outsider to attain
domicile status, sources said.

However, sources said, there
would be no such condition for
industrial houses to buy land for
setting up business ventures and
construct quarters for their em-
ployees.

Officials in different central
ministries are also working on
“four-five” categories of people

from outside who would be ex-
empt from this norm while
availing other benefits, including
admission in government higher
education institutions, sources
said.

These categories could cover
central officials and their children,
and students from other states
and UTs who may have cleared
their Class 10 or Class 12 board ex-
ams in J&K or Ladakh.

Officers from all-India serv-
ices and their children are consid-
ered domicile of their respective
cadre states usually, sources said,
but “a considered view” needs to
be taken before extending this
status to AGMUT-cadre officersin
Ladakh and J&K.

In the case of students,
sources said, there may be some
who come along with their par-
ents during job postings, includ-
ing in the private sector, and pass
the board exams at any of the two
UTs. The “general viewpoint”is to
consider them eligible for admis-
sion in government higher edu-
cationinstitutions in the two UTs,
they said.

According to sources, the gov-
ernment move is also aimed at
“bringing uniformity for Indian
citizens across the country” and
“preventing Opposition politi-
cians from spreading false propa-
ganda” that there will be fewer
jobs and land for locals after the
special status of J&RK was removed
and the state was bifurcated into
two UTs.

Incidentally, a similar resi-
dency norm was fixed by the last
Dogra ruler of the erstwhile
Jammu and Kashmir state,
Maharaja Hari Singh, whoissued
anotification on June 27,1932, fix-
ing ten years of continuous resi-
dence as a mandatory require-
ment before “foreign nationals”
can purchase immovable prop-
erty and be considered as Class III
state subjects.

Itread: “The foreign nationals
residing in the State of Jammu
and Kashmir shall not acquire the
nationality of the Jammu and
Kashmir State until after the age
of 18 on purchasing immovable
property under permission of an
jjazatnama and on obtaining a

rayatnama after ten years contin-
uousresidence in the Jammu and
Kashmir State as laid down in
Notification No.-I-L. of 1984,
dated 20th April, 1927.”

However, this provision was
altered by the Constituent
Assembly in 1954 when it
amended the Jammu and
Kashmir Constitution Act, 1939,
defining permanent residents of
the state as any person who, be-
fore May 14, 1954, “lawfully ac-
quired immovable property in
the State” and “has been ordinar-
ily resident in the State for notless
than ten years prior to the date”.

The amendment deprived
thousands of refugees from erst-
while West Pakistan, who had
settled in Jammu province fol-
lowing the 1947 Partition, from
becoming permanent residents
of the state.

Sources said these refugees
will get domicile status and be el-
igible to buy land, get jobs and ob-
tain admission in professional
colleges in these UTs once the
government decides on a new
residency norm.

India’s responsibility to remind
world of Mahatma’s vision: Modi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 19

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Thursday addressed the
second meeting of the national
committee of “Gandhi at 150”
commemorations — at
Rashtrapati Bhavan — where he
said it was India’s responsibility
to keep reminding the world of
the relevance of Mahatma
Gandbhi’s vision.

The meeting was presided
over by President Ram Nath
Kovind and attended by Vice
President Venkaiah Naidu,
members of the Union Cabinet,
Chief Ministers of various states
and noted Gandhians. Prime
Minister of Portugal Antonio
Costa, the only foreign Prime
Minister to be a member of the
committee, also participated in
the meeting.

The committee also has nine
international members, includ-
ing two former Secretaries-
General of the United Nations —
Kofi Annan and Ban Ki-Moon.
The Committee was constituted
for commemorating Gandhi’s
150th birth anniversary at the
national and international level.
The Commemoration has been
undertaken taken for two years
— from October 2, 2018 to
October 2,2020

While former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, and senior BJP
leader LK Advani were present at
the meeting, many other mem-
bers, including Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi, West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, CPI(M) secretary gen-
eral Sitaram Yechury, former
Maharashtra chief minister
Sharad Pawar skipped the meet.

In his address, President
Kovind commended the execu-
tive committee, working under
the direct supervision of Modi,
for turning the 150th anniver-
sary celebrations of the Father of
the Nation into a ‘Jan Andolan’,

B1D To BoosT TOURISM

Rhinos to be re-introduced in Uttarakhand

LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN, DECEMBER 19

THE UTTARAKHAND  State
Wildlife Board has cleared a pro-
posal by the Wildlife Institute of
India (WII) to introduce rhinoc-
eroses in the Corbett Tiger
Reserve (CTR) to boost tourism
and revive the habits of species
that survive onlow-height grass.

According to officials, around
10 rhinos will be brought in CTR
in the first phase and subse-
quently, 10 more would be
added. State Chief Wildlife
Warden Rajiv Bhartari said thata
proposal will be sent to the
Cente soon in this regard to
transport rhinos from either
Assam or West Bengal or both.
The capture and translocation
are likely to costabout Rs 15 lakh
per individual animal.

Experts claim that protecting
these rhinos from poaching will
be the only challenge for the
state’s forest department staff

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his Portuguese counterpart Antonio Costa in New Delhi

on Thursday. Anil Sharma

with the Prime Minister provid-
ing personal leadership to initia-
tives like Swachh Bharat and
spreading the Mahatma’s teach-
ings on protecting the environ-
ment through initiatives like
working towards elimination of
single-use plastic.

Speaking on the occasion,
Prime Minister Modi said today,
the world is eager to know
Gandhi and ready to accept him.
Hence, it becomes India’s re-
sponsibility to keep reminding
the world of the abiding rele-
vance of Mahatma and his vi-
sion, he added.

Prime Minister underlined
the fact that ‘Gandhi at150’ was
not just a one-year programine.
“All citizens need to imbibe
Gandhian thought and vision in
their lives and take it ahead in
the times to come,” he said,

10 rhinos will be brought to Corbett Tiger Reserve in the first
phase and subsequently, 10 more would be added. Archive

after the move.

They added that the geo-
graphical terrain and environ-
mental conditions in CTR are
suitable for rhinos. The ideal sites
chosen in Corbett are valley
habitats bounded on either side
by the lower Himalayas (north),

Shivalik Hills (south) and the
Ramganga Reservoir (east),
which would also act as natural
barriers to rhino movement out-
side these area, thereby min-
imising conflict with people.
WII Dean YV Jhala said rhi-
nos were once found in the Terai

adding that while government
commemorations of centenar-
ies are held from time to time,
the ‘Gandhi@150’ commemora-
tions have become far more than
an occasion.

Modi also reiterated his mes-
sage for all citizens to “buy local”.
This basic philosophy of Gandhi
has the potential to help India
develop and progress, he said
urging citizens to live by the
message as a way of life.

He added that it was a mat-
ter of pride for the country
when, during the recently-con-
cluded 250th session of the
Rajya Sabha, members came for-
ward to speakin local languages.
“Even as we work to take
Gandhi’s message global, we
must work together to keep the
Mahatma’s message relevantin
a contemporary form for the

grassland in the state and adjoin-
ing areas but were wiped out by
poaching. The horn of a rhino is
believed to be an aphrodisiac.
“Corbett is well protected and
hence the rhinos will safely sur-
vive there,” Jhala said.

Experts say that each of the
founding population animals
would be fitted with a GPS radio-
collar. A team of researchers
would be allocated for monitor-
ing their ranging patterns, forag-
ing habits, demography and habi-
tat use. The Forest Department
would be responsible for the
safety of these re-introduced rhi-
nos. Researchers will share data
with the department’s staff.

“There are less challenges in
re-introduction of rhinos. The
animals only have to be brought
her. Food and water are avail-
able,” Jhala said.

According to wildlife experts,
rhinos reduce the size of ele-
phant grass by eating it. This
would mean that species that
thrive on lower-height grass —

comimon man across the coun-
try,” he said.

In his address, Portuguese
PM Costa, said, “Gandhi’s mes-
sage of tolerance and love was
revolutionary in his time, and in
many parts of the world, it s still
revolutionary today.”

“Gandhi’s legacy continues
to guide common efforts de-
signed to combat discrimination
and promote cultural and reli-
gious tolerance, co-existence
among communities, peace
among peoples and respect for
nature,” said Costa.

After the meeting, Prime
Minister Modi tweeted, “Had ex-
cellent exchange of ideas at the
second meeting of the National
Committee of ‘Gandhi-150’ cel-
ebrations. The meeting was fur-
ther enriched by the insights of
Mr. @antoniocostapm!”

Hog Deer, Cheetal, Sambar and
Swamp Deer, among others —
would also be encouraged.

According to Wil experts, the
rhino’s range was once continu-
ous across the flood plains of the
Indus, Ganges and the
Brahmaputra, but today;, itis lim-
ited to small fragmented pock-
etsinIndia and Nepal as a result
of anthropogenic pressures. Re-
introduction into habitats in its
historic range would not only
create safety-net populations for
the species but also restore their
ecological role in these faunally-
degraded habitats, they said.

“The majority of the decline
in rhino population in the state
of Assam occurred during the
period of political unrest. Similar
trends in population decline
were observed in Nepal during
the Maoist movement.
Uttarakhand has no such history
of political instability and thus
would be an ideal site for rein-
troduction,” the WII proposal
reads.

2+2 DIALOGUE

India, US conclude
Industrial Security
Annexe agreement

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 19

INDIA AND the US have con-
cluded the Industrial Security
Annexe agreement, which will
facilitate collaboration between
defence industries by support-
ing the secure transfer of key in-
formation and technology.

At the second India-US 2+2
dialogue between External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and
Defence minister Rajnath Singh
with their American counter-
parts Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo and Defence Secretary
Mark Esper in Washington DC,
the US talked tough on Pakistan
and both sides asked Islamabad
to take immediate, sustained
and irreversible action on fight-
ing terror.

However, there was no for-
ward movement on the
trade deal.

After the talks, Singh said,
“I'm happy that we have been
able to sign the Industrial
Security Annexe before the 2+2
Dialogue. We hope that this will
enable a smooth transfer of clas-
sified technology and informa-
tion between private entities of
USA and India.”

A joint statement said the
ministers welcomed the signing
of the Industrial Security Annexe
(ISA) which will facilitate the ex-
change of classified military in-
formation between Indian and
the US defense industries. Both
sides also “expressed intent to
meet in 2020 to discuss ISA im-
plementation”, it said.

On Pakistan, Pompeo said,
“We understand the concerns,
too, that India has, rightful con-
cerns that they have about a ter-
rorism emanating from Pakistan,
and we assured them that we
would take that into account.”

In response to a question,
Pompeo said, “We have been
unambiguous in our partnership
with the Indian government
about terror. Terror, from wher-
ever it emanates, whether it’s
from inside of Pakistan or from
anyplace else. We are deter-
mined to protect the American
people from the threat of terror-
ism and we’re determined to
work with our great democratic
friends like the Indians to pro-
tect the people of India as well,
and we'll continue to work onit.”

Jaishankar also underlined
cross-border terrorism, as he
said, “Our counter-terrorism ef-

Tough task
® athand

EXPLAINED

INDIA AND the US have
concluded an important
defence pact, and have
called for Pakistan to act
against terrorism. While
these are positive out-
comes, the two sides
tried to underplay the
lack of progress on trade
deal and the concernin
Washington on the re-
cent political turmoil.
Delhi and Washington
have a tough task at hand
to keep their ties from
not being affected by
these challenges.

fort was also discussed at today’s
meeting. And it has been
boosted by a growing consensus
on the nature of terror threats in
the region, and the dangers of
cross-border terrorism and
sanctuaries... We discussed ways
to address these challenges, in-
cluding by working closely, to-
gether at the FATFE. We also took
note of exchanges between our
judicial academies for apprecia-
tion of challenges and evolving
practices in adjudicating
counter-terrorism cases, and
agreed to further facilitate such
exchanges in the areas of crimi-
nal jurisprudence.”

The USremained cautious in
its position on the new citizen-
ship law in India. Responding to
a question, Pompeo said, “We
care deeply and always will
about protecting minorities and
religious rights everywhere. We
honour Indian democracy as
they have arobust debate on the
issue that you raised.”

Jaishankar, in his response,
said, “The question that you
asked relating to India, if you had
followed the debate on that par-
ticular legislation carefully, you
would see that it is a measure
whichis designed to address the
needs of persecuted religious
minorities from certain coun-
tries... If you look at what those
countries are and therefore what
their minorities are, perhaps you
understand why certain reli-
gions were identified in terms of
characterising those who had
come across.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

GOA SERENDIPITY ARTS FESTIVAL

Art work shut, Assam
poet says no one wants
our voice to be heard

SMITANAIR &
DIPANITANATH
PANJIM, DECEMBER 19

AT THE exhibition, ‘Look Outside
This House’, of the Serendipity
Arts Festival in Goa, two shut
rooms and some empty screens
reminded visitors of the artwork
that remained under lock and
key Thursday.

The exhibition, curated by
Sudarshan Shetty at the presti-
gious festival, was briefly shut
Wednesday after visitors scrib-
bled slogans against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
on blank canvases. Since then,
films on two Miya poets of
Assam and a Dalit poet Ashok
Kamble — as well as adisplay, ti-
tled Goggles for the Blind, and
another exhibit, Art Ink — have
not been open to the public.

Organisers of the festival
said, “The exhibits still remain
closed due to a technical glitch
and the festival is looking into
it.” Curator Sudarshan Shetty
said, “One of the main curato-
rial approaches to ‘Look
Outside This House’ is based
upon bringing forth voices
from the margins that need to
be heard and I hope they are
heard by one and all visiting
this show.”

Speaking over the phone
from Assam, Prof Hafiz Ahmed,
one of the Miya poets whose
work is no longer on display,
said, “This only proves that we
have no right to speak, not even
the right to listen. This pulling
down of our poetry as an art ex-
hibit is a fundamental rights vi-
olation. Our poetry were words
of protest expressing the dis-
crimination unfolding in the
Northeast against a select com-
munity. When we were first

approached by the curator
Sudarshan Shetty, we were
grateful that our suffering will
be shown to a bigger audience.
Now, we are disappointed, hurt
and upset by the organisers of
the festival.”

Miya poetry is a genre in
Assam that is being used to ex-
press anguish over citizenship is-
sues. The video recording at
Serendipity showed Ahmed
reciting from his work, ‘Write
DownlamaMiyah'.

His work went viral in 2016
when he wrote the poem ‘1am
Miya’ and, subsequently, had
four FIRs filed against him in
Assam for allegedly presenting
the entire Assamese community
as xenophobic.

The other works included
Ashraful Hussain’s ‘In the Name
of My Dead Mother'.

“We are in Assam and our
communication channels are
limited. We live in an environ-
ment of fear and far away in Goa,
we really believed the podium
to be a quality platform for art.
Now, it has given ‘technical
glitch’ as reasons for not playing
our poetry. This is nothing but
political suppression,” said
Hussain.

“This is not a technical glitch.
No one wants our story to
spread. We have depicted the
bitter truth. If the festival is about
art from across the country, then
our art is an exhibit too. If they
respect the truth, they should
put it up again. If they are not in
favour of our suffering, they
should not do this,” said Ahmed.

Meanwhile, the Goa Police
sent a notice to the organisers to
submit details of the band,
‘Dastaan Live’, as well as video
footage of their concert on
Tuesday where they allegedly
“insulted the Hindu faith”.
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What the young say
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

WITHOUT FEAR

That was the place on the street across the country where
women and men, citizens all, stepped out to be seen and heard

O MANY OF the images and videos from the people’s protests in cities across
the country on Thursday, including and especially the national capital, are a re-
proach to the Narendra Modi government. They frame mostly young, mostly
anonymous people who took to the streets mostly peacefully, to raise their voices
against a citizenship law that seeks to recast and redefine citizenship of this country in
majoritarian terms, faced with a grim and repressive state machinery in BJP-ruled states.
They frame historian, Gandhi biographer and prominent public intellectual Ramachandra
Guha being pulled and pushed and arrested by policemen in Bengaluru for no evident
crime other than holding up a placard showing a picture of the father of India’s Constitution,
BR Ambedkar, and articulating his own disagreement with the regime’s new law. They
frame intellectuals and writers and activists being hauled away from protest venues in
Delhi. They frame, essentially, a nervous and paranoid government that appears to have
lost the ability to either listen to its intellectuals or its young, or to talk to them. A govern-
ment that seems to respond to dissent only by suppressing it — by imposing Section 144,
through arbitrary detention and by snapping voice, internet and sms services. That the
world’s fastest growing internet market is also now a global leader in cutting off access to
small and large swathes of its population, that the internet clampdown as a way of block-
ing protests is becoming increasingly commonplace, and that in this, India is in the com-
pany of countries like Myanmar, Pakistan, Sudan, Syria and Venezuela, is areason for deep
embarrassment to all those who take pride in the argumentativeness of its democracy.

The summary attempt to crack down on dissent against the citizenship law takes
place inagrey context. In the backdrop of the current moment is the revocation of Article
370 in Kashmir in August in a manner that has isolated and continues to isolate its peo-
ple, the detention of thousands of its political workers and leaders, including 83-year-
old former chief minister Farooq Abdullah — his incarceration was extended by three
months a few days ago — and the longest ever continuous internet shutdown in the coun-
try. The scenes that played out in the national capital on Thursday have sent out the sig-
nal that the apparent obduracy and imperviousness of government is not limited to its
treatment of a long-standing trouble spot. It is the reflexive response to all disagreement
and discontent. This is a disquieting signal to the country.

There has also been violence and arson, as in Seelampur in the capital, in parts of
Lucknow and Mangalore on Thursday. It is incumbent on the state governments and the
entire political establishment, including the Opposition, to do whatever it takes to keep
the peace. Butin doing so, the world’s largest democracy cannot look like it cannot accom-
modate its young who disagree, it cannot afford to signal that it is so ill at ease with itself.
At any time, and especially when its economy is in slowdown, India risks a lot if it begins
to be seen as a place where the dissenter’s mind is not without fear.

RESET THE BOARDROOM

NCLAT ruling on Tata Sons case flags deeper questions of
corporate governance that need to be addressed urgently

HREE YEARS AFTER being abruptly unseated, Cyrus Mistry appears on course

tobeing reinstated as executive chairman of Tata Sons, the holding company of

one of India’s largest business conglomerates, with the National Company Law

Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) ruling on Wednesday that his sacking in October
2016 and the subsequent appointment of N Chandrasekaran was illegal. This is an extraor-
dinary development in the history of corporate battles in India. It could have a destabilising
impact on not just the scores of companies in the over $100 billion diversified group but
also on markets and investors.

The tribunal has said that the manner in which Mistry was suddenly removed, the
absence of any discussion at the board meeting on October 24,2016, and his subsequent
removal as a director in group companies, amounted to prejudicial and oppressive ac-
tion. It has ordered that Mistry be reinstated as director of four Tata companies, while
setting aside the decision to convert the company from a public to a private firm. The tri-
bunal’s verdict will become operational only after four weeks with a window being pro-
vided for the Tatas to appeal to the Supreme Court. But irrespective of the final verdictin
this case, there are some larger issues which need to be addressed by corporate India.

These questions concern corporate democracy or democratic behaviour in listed cor-
porate firms, be they promoter-driven companies or professionally managed companies
and appropriate governance structures including independent boards. It is important in
a public corporation to make a clear distinction between decisiveness and arbitrariness.
While corporate governance in any country may be shaped by several factors, including
the cultural backdrop, it is also about ethical values, integrity standards and following
the spirit of the law. At a fraught time when many Indian companies are struggling to
manage their balance sheets, one of the grave risks that the latest ruling poses is that of
further deepening the distrust of corporates by many investors hurt already by events in
many firms over the past few years. That could be a dampener for long-term investment
inIndia and for companies and entrepreneurs looking to bet on projects here. Much will
depend on how swiftly the Supreme Court ensures an early closure to this corporate feud,
and the behavioural change in India’s boardrooms over the next few years.

JUST IMAGINE

USDA has ended a free trade agreement with a fictional
country created by Stan Lee. But are real countries for real?

IRED OF BATTLING China, the United States has launched a trade war against

the state of Wakanda, the world’s only source of the metal vibranium, by tak-

ing it off the online list of nations with free trade agreements. That’s as unbe-

lievable as putting it on the list of the Department of Agriculture in the first
place, since Wakanda is a fictional African nation which exists only within the Marvel
universe, as the home of Black Panther. Imagine some unsung lower-rung bureaucrat,
tired to death of moving files on alfalfa and Brussels sprouts, swerving to his monitor and
with a rebellious but steady hand, injecting the database of the world’s biggest economy
with the fiction of Wakanda. This is fandom at its noblest.

Sadly, the imaginary country was quietly removed from the pages after a software
engineer in New York discovered it on the list and alerted the Twitter community. All
traces of Wakanda vanished, down to interesting details like tariffs on tobacco and booze,
live animals and dairy products. What a pity, when the myth of the relatively stodgy
Kailasa, allegedly established by fugitive rape accused godman Nithyananda, is allowed
to linger, to offer succour to allegedly dispossessed Hindus from the world over, who have
“lost the right to practise Hinduism authentically” in their countries.

On the other hand, maybe Wakanda and Kailasa are authentic, and those who doubt
their existence aren’t. The world is now full of people who wonder if they had been sleep-
walking in the alternate histories of their countries, and have now woken up in the autho-
rised version. But actually, it is we who make history. Tintin exists irrespective of whether
Syldavia and Borduria exist, but these mythic nations can only exist in Tintin’s world.

NAJEEB JUNG

THERE HAVE BEEN signs that anxiety was
building up among the youth for some years
now. The initial manifestation came with the
agitation following the unfortunate suicide of
Rohith Vemula in January 2016 in
Hyderabad, which highlighted the callous-
ness and insensitivity of university admin-
istrations towards Dalit students. At the same
time, JNU was simmering; Its vice-chancel-
lor had done enough to damage what is ar-
guably the most outstanding university in
India. Harsh actions against students and fac-
ulty, locking up of spaces to curb the move-
ment of students within the campus, restric-
tions on speech caused umbrage in
universities not just in India but across the
academic world. There have been protests
elsewhere too. Adding to this anger is the fact
that there are few jobs available to students
leaving universities.

Protests in Jamia Millia Islamia against
the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) pro-
vided the spark for an inferno to rage across
the country. Jamia was established 100 years
ago. Gandbhiji (like Madan Mohan Malviya for
BHU) travelled throughout India collecting
funds to setit up.Jamnalal Bajaj became the
university’s first treasurer. Its founders par-
ticipated in the freedom movement and
none went to Pakistan. The university retains
its tradition of nationalism and India’s syn-
cretic culture. Jamia’s students have never
participated in a protest of a communal na-
ture. To give acommunal colour to the recent
protests betrays a lack of understanding.
Today, students of Jamia are mobilising
against the National Register for Citizenship
(NRC) and CAA, which they believe are con-
trary to the secular values enshrined in the
Constitution.

Itis true that students at Jamia, AMU and
some other universities have been increas-
ingly concerned over the repeated chal-
lenges to their patriotism or nationalism.
Many of these young boys and girls come
from India’s mofussil towns. They share the
same dreams as the students who may fol-
low other beliefs. To this end, they need con-
fidence-building measures. Quite naturally,
they have concerns about how they are, at
times, viewed as the “other”. This new leg-
islation claims to help those fleeing perse-
cution abroad but divides communities

KAUSTUBH DEKA

AWHOLE NEW generation in Assam has re-
cently been introduced to curfews in their
towns and army flag marches in their lanes
—though, for the older generation, this means
revisiting a trauma.

The current sense of dismay in Assam is
primarily due to what they perceive as the
BJP’s backtracking on pre-poll stances like se-
curing an “immigrant free Assam” and “pro-
tecting the indigenous” by putting the state
under the purview of the Citizenship
Amendment Act without any exemptions.
Thisis precisely why the repeated assurances
by the home minister about bringing “safe-
guards to the indigenous of Assam” in the
context of the CAA has not found many tak-
ers in the state. While the government is
promising to implement Clause 6 of the
Assam Accord, which promises protection to
the cultural-economic identities of the
Assamese, in the same breath, it seems to be
denouncing the essence of the Accord by not
respecting the cut-off year of 1971. The Accord
also refrains from making religion a criterion
of identification.

The present agitation is largely a reaction
to the perceived breach of this political com-
mitment, given by the government of India
to Assam. At the base of this equation lies an-
other cardinal political truth about Assam —
that language has historically trumped reli-
gion as a primary marker of identity. This
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WORDLY WISE

HISTORY DOESN'T HAVE A CURFEW.
— JOHN GREEN

Implementation of nation-wide NRCwill putIndiaina

state of conflict. Government must listen, step back

This week has seen the
biggest display of opposition
to the government since it
assumed office. This is
largely because it confirms
the fears among many that
the country’s government is
taking it on the trajectory of
becoming a Hindu nation
with minimal dissent
allowed. Unease among
many of us — Hindus,
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs
and secular-minded people
who believe in the principles
of the Constitution — will
remain. There will be more
protests. In all probability,
thousands will boycott the
NRC process. States will
decline the Centre’s diktat,
challenging the very core of
our federal structure.

within. It underlines the fact that Muslim
citizens are not intrinsically “Indian”.

Itis tragic that Jamia’s authorities did not
counsel the students towards restraint. The
students had no senior leader to turn to. In
fact, it is devastating that the Muslim com-
munity has no seasoned leadership to turn
to. Its leadership has fallen into the hands of
poorly educated, backward-looking, conser-
vative maulanas. And, with palpable antago-
nism from the government, young Muslims
have no one to turn to.

So far, most Muslim students in leading
universities have been removed from nega-
tive influences. But anxieties and frustrations
run high among them. Statements of minis-
ters and ruling party spokespersons that the
NRC will be implemented across India have
only increased their anxiety. There have been
reports of detention camps coming up in
some states. The government is pushing in-
creasingly provocative policies and using tac-
tics like shutting down the internet to stifle
dissent and free speech. The CAA was the fi-
nal straw that broke the camel’s back.

While the constitutionality of the CAA
is for the Supreme Court to judge, the India-
wide NRC is the immediate cause for con-
cern. Originally meant only for Assam, it is
intended to be extended to all of India. Such
an exercise is understandably feared for its
potential to disenfranchise millions of
Indian Muslims.

The final register in Assam became a ma-
jor source of embarrassment both for the
Union and state governments. The majority
of people excluded from it were reportedly
non-Muslims, who would now have to go
through the tedious and expensive process
of appeal, and even then would not be cer-
tain of their inclusion. Thousands of non-
Muslims in Assam were potentially in fear of
losing their homes and being condemned to
a life in camps. Faced with a major embar-
rassment, the government rushed in to pass
the CAA to reassure the non-Muslims that
their right to Indian citizenship is fully pro-
tected:Under the new law all others, barring
Muslims, who having come into India (from
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan) till
2014, are guaranteed citizenship. Simply put,
only Muslims’ citizenship is under threat and
there will likely be thousands of them who

ASSAM’S EDGE

Restiveness in the state has come full circle with the Citizenship Amendment Act

The present agitation is
largely a reaction to the
perceived breach of this
political commitment once
given by the government of
India to Assam. At the base
of this political equation lies
another cardinal political
truth of Assam, that
language has historically
trumped religion as a
primary marker of identity
in Assam.

foundation quickly lapses into the argument
that with the “acceptance” of Bengali Hindu
migrants, there appears a real possibility that
the Assamese speakers and the other “indige-
nous” communities will be turned into ab-
solute minorities, linguistically and politically.
It is often pointed out that with consecutive
census reports, the number of Assamese
speakers has been coming down — to 47.8 per
cent(2001)from 57.8 per cent(1991). During
the same period, the share of Bengali speak-
ers has gone up —to 27.5 per cent (2001 ) from
21.7 per cent (1991); number of Hindus de-
clined to 64.9 per cent (2001) from 67.1 per
cent(1991),and, further declined to 61.47 per
cent (2011 census). During the same period,
the number of Muslims went up by 2.4 per
cent in 2001 — that number stood at 34.22
per cent in the 2011 census.

Evidently, during 1991-2001 the rise of
Bengalis as a linguistic group seems to be due
to the growth of both Hindu and Muslim
Bengalis in Assam. The statistics do not sup-
port a linear relation between the growth of
the “Muslims” alone (which the ruling party
insists on projecting as a threat to “Assamese
identity”) and the decline in the number of
Assamese speakers.

As different mass programmes have been
announced jointly by multiple groups — po-
litical and otherwise — across districts in
Assam, parallels are being drawn with the

will not have the required documents.

The protests by students may quieten
soon. But they will possibly recur with greater
ferocity in the near future. Assam and many
parts of the Northeast are seething. The un-
certainty of the NRC process destroyed peo-
ple emotionally — some committed suicide,
unable to bear the anxiety. They are now bur-
dened with the appeal process, having been
excluded from the Register. Once the CAA
comes in, there is fear of being swamped by
non-Muslim refugees — that will challenge
the ancient Assamese culture and burden
Assam’s scarce resources. There are similar
concerns in other parts of the Northeast.

This week has seen the biggest display of
opposition to the government since it as-
sumed office. This is largely because it con-
firms the fears among many that the coun-
try’s government is taking it on the trajectory
of becoming a Hindu nation with minimal
dissent allowed. Unease among many of us
— Hindus, Muslims, Christians, Sikhs and sec-
ular-minded people who believe in the prin-
ciples of the Constitution — will remain. There
will be more protests. In all probability, thou-
sands will boycott the NRC process. States will
decline the Centre’s diktat, challenging the
very core of our federal structure. Where will
the detention camps be built? What will be
the cost? How much of administrative man-
power will be used?

Those of us with some administrative ex-
perience know the cost of usual work for con-
ducting elections or carrying out the census
exercise. Almost all routine work in field of-
fices comes to a halt. School teachers, revenue
officers, panchayat employees are all utilised,
causing delays. Where will state governments
get the manpower for this exercise? I need
not add the beating India’s image is taking in
the international community.

The implementation of the NRC will put
India in a state of conflict. It is up to the Union
government to quickly step in, initiate dialog-
ue with arange of people that should include
political parties, Muslims, students and civil
society,and come up with some understand-
ing torestore the people’s confidence urgently.

The writer is a former vice-chancellor
of Jamia Millia Islamia and was
Lieutenant Governor of Delhi

Assam Movement of the Eighties. That was a
social movement launched by an “apolitical-
cultural front”, spearheaded by students and
backed by different segments of society
through a complex alliance. It succeeded in
overthrowing the Congress government in
the state by forming a new regional party. As
that regional party, Asom Gana Parishad
(AGP), once hailed as paragon of regionalism
in Assam, finds itself the object of people’s
wrath today, many wonder if the final demise
of the AGP will usher in the entry of a new re-
gional force in the state.

Aroad near my house that is now tarred
with the rubber of burnt tyres, ringing with
the uneasy silence of curfew and patrolled
by army trucks, still bears the sign, “Asian
Highway 1”. People look at it and wonder
what sense notions like the “Act East” policy
make when one is beneath the military
boots? I thought of taking a picture of it re-
cently to send it to a friend abroad, only to
realise that internet services had been sus-
pended. Perhaps “normalcy” will be restored
ina few more days, but by then, India would
have taken a few strides backwards when it
comes to acquiring the good faith of smaller
“nationalities” within the larger design of the
nation state.

The writer is assistant professor, department
of political science, Dibrugarh University

DECEMBER 20, 1979, FORTY YEARS AGO

GANDHI'S MISTAKES

TWO COSTLY MISTAKES of Mahatma Gandhi
areresponsible for the problems tormenting
post-Independence India, according to Prime
Minister Charan Singh. He said these mis-
takes were Gandhiji’s support to the Khilafat
movement in 1920 and his preference for
Jawaharlal Nehru as the Congress president
in 1945, ignoring the claim of Sardar Patel.
According to Singh, thefirst “mistake” bred
communalism and led to Partition and the
second led India down “the path of superfi-
cial westernisation.”

US SaNcTIONS POLICY
WASHINGTON HINTED THAT it might go as

far as to blockade Iran if the American
hostages in Teheran are tried or investigated
by a “grand jury” in Teheran. White House
press secretary Jody Powell said that the
Iranian authorities should be aware that they
would bear “full responsibility for any ensu-
ing consequences.”

JANATA VS INDIRA

THE JANATA PARTY appealed to the Lok Dal
and other parties to facilitate direct contest
between its nominees and Mrs Indira Gandhi
in Rae Bareli and Medak. The party’s general
secretary, Surendra Mohan, wanted the Lok
Dal leaders to realise that Mrs Gandhi’s de-
feat “is in the interest of democracy.”

Replying to questions, Mohan said the retire-
ment of other candidates was necessary to
defeat Mrs Gandhi in both constituencies.

ASSAM ELECTIONS
ELECTIONS WILL BE held as scheduled in
three Parliamentary constituencies of Assam
— Karimganj, Silchar and autonomous dis-
tricts. S L Shakdher, chief election commis-
sioner, confirmed this. Doubts about elec-
tions cropped up in the light of a press report
that K S Rao, chief electoral officer of Assam,
had said that he had written to the Election
Commission for the postponement of elec-
tions in these constituencies due to the law
and order situation.
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ndia’s Great Slowdown

Standard remedies for getting out of the current predicament aren’t
working. Out-of-the-box solutions are needed to resolve the balance sheet problems

ARVIND SUBRAMANIAN
AND JOSH FELMAN

SEEMINGLY SUDDENLY, INDIA’S economy has
taken ill. The GDP numbers are worrying
enough, but the disaggregated data are even
more distressing. Production of consumer and
investment goods is falling. Indicators of ex-
ports, imports, and real government revenues
are in negative territory, or close to it. Clearly,
this is not an ordinary slowdown. It is India’s
Great Slowdown.

The government and the RBI have been
trying vigorously to bring the economy back to
health. But the standard remedies for getting
out of the current predicament aren’t work-
ing. Monetary policy is stymied by a broken
transmission mechanism, whichimpedes the
pass-through of cutsin policy rates to lending
rates. And the scope for fiscal stimulus is lim-
ited, since fiscal deficits are already close to
double-digits (when properly measured) and
larger bond issues will only further crowd out
the private sector, by pushing up already-high
interest rates.

In a recent paper, we argued that the
Great Slowdown stems from a balance sheet
crisis that arrived in two waves. The first
wave — the Twin Balance Sheet crisis, en-
compassing banks and infrastructure com-
panies — arrived after the global financial cri-
sis, when the world economy slowed and
infrastructure projects started during India’s
investment boom of the mid-2000s, began
to go sour. These problems were not ad-
dressed adequately, causing investment and
exports, the two engines propelling rapid
growth, to sputter.

The second wave came from the collapse
of a credit boom, led by NBFCs, and centered
on the real estate sector. The collapse owed to
the recognition that the boom involved un-
sustainable financing of a rising inventory of
unsold housing. As aresult, the economy now
confronts a Four Balance Sheet (FBS) problem
— the original two sectors, plus NBFCs and real
estate companies.

What then can be done to address the
FBS? We propose a comprehensive plan in
our paper, including a new asset quality re-
view (AQR-2) to get a more honest recogni-
tion of the magnitude of stressed assets, and
further strengthening the IBC. Here we focus
on one idea, namely the creation of special
resolution mechanisms for two sectors: Real
estate and power.

These special mechanisms are needed be-
cause even a strengthened IBC will not be suit-
able for certain types of cases, notably those
where social considerations are as important
as commercial criteria, where public subsi-
dies of one kind or another are inevitable, and
where coordination across government is
critical. The real estate and power sectors ful-
fill these criteria.

Consider first the real estate sector. In most
residential cases, developers have funded their
building partly through pre-selling, that is by
requiring prospective owners to pay in ad-
vance for their promised flats. So when
builders go bankrupt, prospective owners are
left with neither money nor flats. It is obvious
that the plight of these individuals cannot be
ignored — a point underscored by the
Supreme Court. But, it is equally obvious that

PRADEEP BHANDARI

THE PASSAGE OF Citizenship Amendment
Act, 2019 (CAA) is not only historic but also
upholds the democratic and moral values of
Indian republic. It is not just the expression of
the majority but an article of faith to protect
the minorities. It is not a law which grants
citizenship based on religion but one that
grant’s citizenship based on religious perse-
cution. Religious persecution per se is against
the minority by a majority in a non-secular
state.

It is a fact that religion was a prominent
factor in the partition of India and the
Constituent Assembly even debated the de-
mand for naturalised citizenship for com-
munities that were forced into becoming mi-
norities in countries in our neighbourhood.
However, amidst the influx of refugees, it be-
came impossible for rules and procedures to
be drafted in this regard. But the Constitution
left the window open to make laws for these
minorities, who feared religious persecution,
in Articles 6,7,10 and 11.

India has always stood for what is moral
and just. It would have been unjust, immoral
and unethical for the liberal and secular
Indian democracy to look the other way
when lakhs of people living in India, having
fled from Pakistan after Independence, con-
tinue to remain without an identity or voice

they will not be well served by the IBC. For a
start, it is unclear how the prospective own-
ers could be represented on the creditors’
committee. And, even if away could be found,
it hardly seems acceptable to ask them to wait
foryears, only to receive a small fraction of the
money that they paid, and perhaps even noth-
ing at all. It would seem far better to provide
them with a speedy settlement, with a guar-
anteed minimum fraction of the amount that
they paid. But this will require a government
mechanism, most likely with government
subsidies, since recovery rates from builders
are likely to be very low.

The stressed power-sector assets pose an-
other major quandary. Unlike most assets,
private power firms cannot be easily sold,
since they are incurring heavy operational
losses and their prospects are highly uncer-
tain. Even the public sector power producers
have been reluctant to take them. But neither
canthey be liquidated. Although, supply cur-
rently outstrips demand, and the plants are
only operating at half capacity, eventually the
gap will close. And, technologically and envi-
ronmentally, these power plants are good as-
sets, in many cases better than the fully-
utilised plants.

The essence of the problem, the reason
there cannot be a private sector led solution, is
that the viability of power assets is inextrica-
bly entwined with government policies. For
example, demand for power depends on
whether the state electricity boards are finan-
cially strong enough to buy the power that the
publicis demanding. Similarly, demand for the
stressed assets depends on the pace at which
the government, Centre and states, phases out
much older, environmentally inefficient pub-
lic sector plants. As a result, the government
would need to be heavily involved in any so-
lution to this sector’s problems.

Consider how a bad bank for the power
sector might work. The first step would be to
take these loans, exceeding Rs 2.5 trillion, off
the books of the banks, for that would free up
balance sheets and management attention, al-
lowing banks to focus again on their core busi-
ness of supporting economic growth.

Once removed, the assets will need to go
somewhere. A few of the plants could proba-
bly be sold off, once their debts are reduced
to manageable levels. But most of the plants
would need to be ‘warehoused’ until they can
be returned to the private sector. To do this,
the government could create a holding com-
pany, which would purchase the assets and
manage them.

Essentially, the holding company would
operate like a public-sector asset rehabilita-

Special mechanisms are
needed because even a
strengthened IBC will not be
suitable for certain types of
cases, notably those where
social considerations are as
important as commercial
criteria, where public
subsidies of one kind or
another are inevitable, and
where coordination across
government is critical. The
real estate and power sectors
fulfill these criteria.

A moral law

A misinformation campaign is underway to make Muslims fearful of CAA

despite their residence and ancestral link-
ages here. Not only has the Indian state given
such people citizenship in the past on a case-
by-case basis, leaders across the political
spectrum from Jawaharlal Nehru to
Jayaprakash Narayan and even Manmohan
Singh have expressed the need to grant them
citizenship.

India has given the right to a dignified life
to its minorities and believes in the principle
of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. When secular-
ismis under threat in the neighborhood, must
asecular state not performits Gandhian duty?
Selective secularism goes against constitu-
tional morality. Many have asked why the Bill
did not include Muslims. The purpose of the
Actis toaddress religious persecution, not eco-
nomic migration. Humanrights reports by the
UN and countless media reports have the per-
secution of Jain, Sikhs, Christians and Hindus
in these countries. How can a follower of Islam
face persecutionin a country where the state
religion is Islam? Even if such exceptional
cases arise, the doors for naturalised citizen-
ship remain open.

Given that the CAA does not impinge on
a single constitutional right of an Indian cit-
izen, the protests against it on the pretext that
it is anti-Muslim are dishonest and against
the secular fabric of this great nation. The

truth is that the Constitution provides
enough protection to minorities in case of
discrimination. Morality teaches us to favour
positive discrimination for minorities to
bring them on a level-playing field. The CAA
is based on the principle of positive discrim-
ination for the minorities suffering from hu-
man rights’ abuses in our neighbourhood.
How can steps to protect minorities in India
be termed secular, but steps to protect sim-
ilar minorities in the neighbourhood be
called communal? A global power cannot be
silent when minorities are facing existential
threats across its border.

Conscious fear-mongering over the CAA
is not only against India’s national interest
but it also hurts the cause of informed dis-
sent on the law. Informed dissent is legiti-
mate, but violence has no place in a society
governed by the rule of law. Those who think
the law is unconstitutional should approach
the Supreme Court and those who think that
the anti-CAA protests reflect the mood of the
people should make it a part of their political
narrative. Anti-CAA protests must eschew
radical, violent and communal thoughts and
protesters must not vandalise public prop-
erty. Police excesses should be investigated
by the judiciary and, if found guilty, the per-
petrators should be punished. However, the

CR Sasikumar

tionagency (a “bad bank”). The holding com-
pany would buy power companies at prices
based on the recommendations of inde-
pendent parties, such as investment banks,
which would take into account a special reg-
ulatory regime that the government would
establish for these assets. Importantly, this
regime would include pre-announced lev-
els of subsidies.

Such an open, ruled-based procedure
would allow the transaction to be seen as fair
by all stakeholders: The holding company,
banks, and perhaps most importantly, the
public. In addition, fair prices would give the
holding company some chance to make a
profit in the long run as power demand in-
creases. And, the prospect of profits, in turn,
might induce private investors to provide
some of the capital that the bad bank would
need, thereby alleviating the upfront cost to
the government.

One may then ask what the holding com-
pany would do with the assets. The ultimate
objective would be to sell the plants back to
the private sector. In fact, this objective
should be built into the charter, which
should state that the purpose of the holding
company is to sell off the assets within five
years, after which it would be dissolved. To
realise this objective, the holding company
should endeavour to reduce uncertainty, es-
pecially by securing long-term contractual
arrangements for coal inputs to be supplied
by Coal India and output to be purchased by
state electricity boards. Once this is done,and
as demand for electricity grows to the point
where the plants can operate at somewhere
close to full capacity, the appetite for these
assets will gradually revive, at which point
they could be sold.

Of course, bad banks are not magical so-
lutions. They will take some time to estab-
lish, and will require difficult political
choices, in particular about how to allocate
the costs amongst creditors, promoters,
home owners, and taxpayers. But, equally,
something needs to be done: The nation can-
not allow vital power plants to continue to
deteriorate, operationally and financially.
And, by now, all the alternatives have been
tried, and found wanting.

The Great Slowdown is upon us. Two
bad banks to resolve the Four Balance Sheet
problem might be one critical element of
the solution.

Subramanian is former Chief Economic
Adviser to the Government of India
and Felman s former IMF Resident
Representative to India

principle of “innocent until proven guilty”
must be applied equally, across the board.
Neither law enforcement agencies nor pro-
testers have the license to break the law.
Students have right to dissent but they
should be cautious of becoming tools for
groups with vested interests.

Parliament is the most legitimate insti-
tution reflecting the will of the people. The
CAA was passed with an absolute majority.
What will a majority government do if not
bring policies which were part of its mani-
festo? The parties supporting the anti-CAA
protests need to test their belief against the
popular will. The AAP government in Delhi
should campaign on its anti-CAA stand, as
should the RJD in Bihar and Congress in UP.

A misinformation campaign is being un-
dertaken to make Indian Muslims fearful of
the new Act. Why should the second-largest
Muslim population in the world be threat-
ened by an attempt to grant citizenship toa
few lakh persecuted minorities in a fraternal
democracy? No one is deporting Indian cit-
izens; no one can deport an Indian citizen.
Every right-minded citizen should spread
facts, not fiction, about the CAA.

The writeris founder, Jan Ki Baat and hosts
Lalkaar on Republic Bharat

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
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“The verdict in the treason case against retired Gen Pervez Musharraf marks a

seismic shift in Pakistan’s history.”

—DAWN

Philosopher of
Marathi stage

For Shriram Lagoo, theatre was a serious art form
and advancement of culture its function

philosopher.

For theatre rasiks, he was memorable as

Sridhar Kulkarni in G P Deshpande’s

Uddwastha Dharamshala and then,

Siddheswar Bhatji in Premanand Gajvee’s
Kirwant. Other than the politics of the play,
he was able to capture the pathos of the
Brahmin character whose hands were tied

RAMU RAMANATHAN

up in an unusual sort of mannerism. It was

non-verbal acting at its best.

The date: December 9, 2006.

The place: Chavan Natyagruha, Pune.

The occasion: The third edition of the
Roopvedh Pratishtan, a trust created by
Deepa and Shriram Lagoo.

He staged Antigone during the most re-
pressive phase of the Emergency. As the state
police was overseeing the censorship, Lagoo
went to meet the officer. No one (including
the omnipotent state) had any idea about
the focal point of Antigone. In fact, the group

was approached by Doordarshan officials,

VIJAY TENDULKAR WAS to be bestowed the
Tanveer Sanmaan. [ was to be honoured with
a youth fellowship, the Tanveer
Abhyaasvrutti. The auditorium was jam-
packed. The stage had a lot of heavyweight
personalities, and there were many more in
the audience. Grandiloquent speeches were
being made and lofty dialectics were being
bandied around. After the ceremony, a se-
lect few moved to a hall in a nearby hotel.
More dialogue-baazi and alittle bantering, It
was well past midnight when I sauntered
into the cloakroom, and said to myselfin the
mirror, a few minutes more, and then you
can go home.

Just then the door opened. A dramatic
entry. It was my host for the evening, Dr
Lagoo. He said, “Budmaash!” A dramatic
pause. He continued, “I've been keeping an
eye on you throughout the evening. You es-
caped into the wings during the speeches,
and during the party, you wandered off for
a walk. Now, where will you escape?”

I mumbled my apology. Then we stood
there and chatted for along while. We spoke
about his book, which demystified the sci-
ence of voice through simple voice exercises
for overworked stage actors, and how his
practice as an ENT surgeon provided a sci-
entific foundation. “If your pitch is Kali 2
(black 2), you must speak in Kali 2. Despite
this, if you keep straining every nerve to
reach Pandhari4 (white 4), you will destroy
your voice.”

Then we spoke about his letter to
Bhalbha Kelkar, who was the president of
Progressive Dramatic Association (PDA). This
publicletter criticised Kelkar for his narrow-
mindedness during the Ghasiram Kotwal im-
broglio. Lagoo used to act in the PDA plays
and Kelkar was his director. Lagoo’s assess-
ment: “Bhalba Kelkar was a Varkari of the
Natya-Pandhari, a pilgrim on his way to the
shrine of theatre. He worked till the end as
devotedly as a pilgrim who sets out on a pil-
grimage. But Bhalba’s morality was puritan-
ical. He didn't bother to intellectually analyse
his work. That’s why PDA, which was
founded in 1951, ceased to be progressive,
10 years later.”

It was a warning to my generation of
theatrewallahs! Theatre is a serious art form
and the advancement of culture is the func-
tion of the theatre movement.

Other than as a theatre theorist, my
memory of Lagoo was that of a true theatre
professional. A glowing example of this is
how in a single day, he would perform the
lead roles of three blockbuster plays that
played to a full house: Natasamrat in the
morning, Himalaychi Savli in the afternoon,
and Gidhade in the night. It was an extraor-
dinary testimony to his physical stamina and
mental alertness — a true-blue athlete-cum-

and the play was telecast. Subsequently, the
vexed political issues in the play were dis-
cussed on stage and off-stage. Lagoo said,
“It'samad, mad world, this realm of censor-
ship.” One more lesson for us, theatrewal-
lahs. Never ever give up.

With Vijay Tendulkar’s Gidhade, the cen-
sor board had spotted 150 highly objection-
able bits and pieces. Lagoo and his team
were nonplussed. Like all theatrewallahs,
they had three options: One, to concede to
the objections and delete the unsavoury bits
from the play; two, cancel the show; or
three, to carry on with the show in spite of
the objections of the censor board. And
that’s what Lagoo did.

Lagoo told the board chief that they
didn’t accept the cuts that the board had
suggested. The cuts were eventually re-
duced from 150 to 125, and then to 100.
Who stood by the beleaguered theatrewal-
lahs during this period? Interestingly it
was the women: Kumud Mehta, Shanta
Shelke, Sarojini Vaidya and Durga Bhagwat
who would say, “The censor board is fool-
ish! Continue to perform... you are doing
agood job.”

Gidhade played a big role in Lagoo’s life.
Ramakrishna Naik of the Goa Hindu
Association attended a show of Gidhade.
Now, Lagoo had criticised the Goa Hindu
Association’s Raigadla Jenvha Jag Yete in the
periodical, Rasaranga. Ramakrishna Naik
told Lagoo that V V Shirwadkar
(Kusumagraj) had written a new play. This
was Natasamrat.

Lagoo was ready to play Ganpatrao
Belwalkar. Natasamrat was to be mounted
in one month. Lagoo had a busy schedule.
He attended the first rehearsal of Natasamrat
after memorising all the lines in the play. He
did this for the first time in his life. This was
Natsamrat, play with the cult classic line,
“Nat mhanje bharvahak, lamaan” (We actors
are butanomadic tribe that transports goods
from one place to another).

In the case of Lagoo, besides transport-
ing the goods, he travelled across his beloved
Maharashtra to raise funds for the Samajik
Krutagnyata Nidhi and supported Medha
Patkar’s Narmada Bachao Andolan and
Narendra Dabholkar’s Andhashradha
Nirmoolan Samiti.

As we exited that cloakroom in the wee
hours of the morning, Lagoo quoted
Thoreau, “If a soldier is walking out of pace,
heis probably hearing a different drummer.
(The famous Lagoo tremor here). Try to be that
soldier.” Lagoo followed what he preached.
He didn’t hear the drumbeats that the rest
of the society was dancing to. His drummer
was different.

Ramanathan is Mumbai-based playwright

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

STILL WE RISE

INDIA IS STANDING up. This govern-
ment stands exposed and discredited.
This is a day when love and solidarity
face down bigotry and fascism.
Everybody has joined in to protest
against the unconstitutional CAB and
NRC. We are Dalits, Muslims, Hindus,
Christians, Sikhs, Adivasis, Marxists,
Ambedkarites, Farmers, Workers,
Academics, Writers, Poets, Painters and
most of all Students who are the future
of this country. This time you will not
stop us.

Arundhati Roy, via email

NRC WORRIES

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘States
stand up’ (IE, December 19).Itis not the
CAA but rather the proposed nation-
wide NRC that is the cause for so much
concern and opposition. The CAAis not
against Indian Muslims; it will prevent
only Pakistani, Bangladeshi and Afghan
illegal Muslim immigrants from acquir-
ing Indian citizenship. But, as far the
NRC is concerned, there are genuine
fears surrounding documents to prove
citizenship. Though such fears apply to
all communities equally, but the fears
are possibly more among Indian
Muslims, as they may be dubbed as il-
legal immigrants from Pakistan,
Bangladesh or Afghanistanin the event
of their inability to produce the required
documents to prove citizenship and

LETTER OF THE
WEEK AWARD

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Letters may be
e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.

parentage.

Anoop Srivastava, Greater Noida

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘States
stand up’ (IE, December 19). The differ-
ence between dictatorship and democ-
racy is that there are multiple centres of
power and checks and balances in the
latter. The erosion of democratic institu-
tions has been underway in India since
they were first conceived. But every now
and then, afew people emerge who help
reinstate our faith in them. The resist-
ance from chief ministers is the best ex-
ample of Indian democracy thriving.
Hopefully, the NRCis undone or the CAA
doesn’t apply to NRC results.

Safdar Ali, Kolkata
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TELLING NUMBERS

India had most deaths caused by
pollution in 2017: new report

In 2017, pollution was responsible for
15% of all deaths globally,and 275 mil-
lion Disability-Adjusted Life Years.
India saw the most pollution deaths

ANNUAL PREMATURE
POLLUTION-RELATED DEATHS

— about 2.3 million — a new report 2 China 18,65,566
has found. The 2019 Pollutionand 3 Nigeria 2,79,318
Health MicricT: Global, Reg;onal aEd 4 Indonesia 232974
Country Analysis report from the .
Global Alliance on Health and > Pakistan 2,23,836
Pollution (GAHP) updates findings 6 Bangladesh 2,07,922
from The Lancet Commission on 7 USA 1,96,930
Pollu_tion and Hgalth, and provides a 8 RussianFederation 118,687
ranking of pollution deaths on global, o
regional and country levels. There- 9 Ethiopia 1,10,787
port uses the most recent Global 10 Brazil 1,09,438
Burden of Disease data from the
Institute of Health Metrics Evaluation. POLLUTIONDEATHSPER

The top 10 countries with the most 1,00,000 PEOPLE
pollution deaths include both the 1 Chad 287
world’s large;t and wealthiest natipqs, 2 Central African Republic 251
and some of its poorer ones. India is
followed by China in the numberof 3 NorthKorea 202
pollution deaths, with about 1.8 mil- 4 Niger 192
lioq. Thg United States makes thetop 5 Madagascar 183
10list with 1,97,000 pollution-related )
deaths, while ranking 132nd in the 6 PapuaNew Guinea 183
number of deaths per 100,000people. 7 South Sudan 180

The report includes threelistson g somalia 179
pollution-induced deaths. Indiais the 9 Serbi 175
only country that features in the top €rbia
10in all three lists (right).

In the list of top 10 countries with ANNUAL PREMATURE AIR

the most pollution-related deaths in
proportion to their population, there
are many smaller countrieswherethe 1
impact of pollution in relation popu-
lation size is more intense. Chad tops
this list with 287 deaths for every
1,00,000 people, whereas India is at
number 10 with 174 deaths for every
1,00,000 people.

Thelist of top 10 countries with the
most deaths related to air pollution, sig-
nificantly, corresponds closely to the
list of top 10 countries with the most
pollution-related deaths. Air pollution
—both ambient and indoor — is one of
the largest and most obvious types of
pollution affecting global health.

POLLUTION-RELATED DEATHS

China 12,42,987
3 Pakistan 1,28,005
4 Indonesia 1,23,753
5 Bangladesh 1,22,734
6 Nigeria 1,14,115
7 USA 1,07,507
8 Russian Federation 99,392
9 Brazil 66,245
10 Philippines 64,386

Source: GAHP

THIS WORD MEANS
MERIT PTAH

Said to the first woman physician. Was she?

FOR DECADES, an ancient Egyptian has
been celebrated as the first woman physi-
cian. Known by the name Merit Ptah, she
appears in online posts about
women in STEM, in computer
games, and in popular history
books; even a crater on Venus
is named after her. Now, a re-
searcher from the University of
Colorado has suggested that no
physician by that name ever
existed. Dr]Jakub Kwiecinski of
the Department of Immuno-
logy and Microbiology believes
that the attribution might be
the result of mistaken identity.

Kwiecinski found that Ptah was first
mentioned in the 1930s, when Kate
Campbell Hurd-Mead, amedical historian,
wrote a history of women in medicine. Her

Merit Ptah

book mentioned a picture of a woman
named Merit Ptah on the site where atomb
in the Valley of Kings was excavated.

In 1929-30, an excavationin
Giza uncovered a tomb of
Akhethetep, an Old Kingdom
courtier, which mentioned a
woman called Peseshet as
“Overseer of Healer Women”.
Both Peseshet and Ptah came
from the same period, and
mentions to both were made
in the tombs of their sons.

According to Kwiecinski,
Hurd-Mead confused Ptah
with Peseshet, “and from a

misunderstood case of an authentic
Egyptian woman healer, Peseshet, a
seemingly earlier Merit Ptah, ‘the first
woman physician’ was born”.
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EXPLAINED

APURVAVISHWANATH
& SHRUTIDHAPOLA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 19

AS PROTESTERS against the Citizenship
Amendment Act hit the streets in large num-
bersin several states on Thursday (December
19), state governments sought to tamp down
on the demonstrations by issuing prohibitory
orders under Section 144 of the Code Of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC), 1973. On
Wednesday, Section 144 was imposed in
Bengaluru for three days, while the entire state
of Uttar Pradesh remains under this provision.

What is Section 144?

Section 144 CrPC, alaw retained from the
colonial era, empowers a district magistrate,
a sub-divisional magistrate or any other ex-
ecutive magistrate specially empowered by
the state government in this behalf to issue
orders to prevent and address urgent cases
of apprehended danger or nuisance.

The magistrate has to pass a written order
which may be directed against a particular
individual, or to persons residing in a partic-
ular place or area, or to the public generally
when frequenting or visiting a particular
place or area. In emergency cases, the mag-
istrate can pass these orders without prior
notice to the individual against whom the
order is directed.

What powers does the administration
have under the provision?

The magistrate can direct any person to
abstain from a certain act or to take a certain
order with respect to certain property in his
possession or under his management. This
usually includes restrictions on movement,
carrying arms and from assembling unlaw-
fully. Itis generally believed that assembly of
three or more people is prohibited under
Section 144. However, it can be used to re-
strict even a single individual. Such an order
is passed when the magistrate considers that
itislikely to prevent, or tends to prevent, ob-
struction, annoyance or injury to any person
lawfully employed, or danger to human life,
health or safety, or a disturbance of the pub-
lic tranquility, or a riot, of an affray.

However, no order passed under Section
144 can remain in force for more than two
months from the date of the order, unless the
state government considers it necessary.
Even then, the total period cannot extend to
more than six months.

Why is the use of power under Section
144 criticised so often?
The criticism s that it is too broad and the
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

How Section 144 CrPC works

Several state governments have invoked Section 144 to crack down on protesters against new citizenship
law. What powers does the administration draw from this provision, and how have courts interpreted it?

Police lathicharge protesters in Lucknow on Thursday. Prohibitory orders under
Section 144 CrPC have been clamped on Uttar Pradesh. Vishal Srivastav

words of the section are wide enough to give
absolute power to a magistrate that may be
exercised unjustifiably. The immediate rem-
edy against such an order is a revision appli-
cation to the magistrate himself. An ag-
grieved individual can approach the High
Court by filing a writ petition if his funda-
mental rights are at stake. However, fears ex-
ist that before the High Court intervenes, the
rights could already have been infringed.
Imposition of Section 144 to an entire
state, as in UP, has also drawn criticism since
the security situation differs from area to area.

How have courts ruled on Section 144?

In Re: Ardeshir Phirozshaw ... vs Unknown
(1939), a British judge of the Bombay High
Court censured the Chief Presidency
Magistrate in Bombay for passing anillegal or-
der under Section 144: “A Magistrate acting
under Section 144 may no doubt restrict lib-
erty. But he should only do soif the facts clearly
make such restriction necessary in the public
interest,and he should not impose any restric-
tion which goes beyond the requirements of
the case.” The judge criticised application of
power under Section 144 for two months, “not
only to the particular riot, but to any past riots
and any future riots which may take place
within the next two months are strong meas-
ures and; require cogent facts to justify them”.

The first major challenge to the law was
made in 1961 in Babulal Parate vs State of
Maharashtra and Others. A five-judge Bench
of the Supreme Court refused to strike down
the law, saying it is “not correct to say that
the remedy of a person aggrieved by an or-
der under the section was illusory”.

It was challenged again by Dr Ram
Manohar Lohiya in 1967 and was once again
rejected, with the court saying “no democ-
racy canexist if ‘public order’ is freely allowed
to be disturbed by a section of the citizens”.

In another challenge in 1970 (Madhu
Limaye vs Sub-Divisional Magistrate), a seven-

judge Bench headed by then Chief Justice of

India M Hidayatullah said the power of a mag-
istrate under Section 144 “is not an ordinary
power flowing from administration but a
power used in a judicial manner and which
can stand further judicial scrutiny”. The court,
however, upheld the constitutionality of the
law. It ruled that the restrictions imposed
through Section 144 cannot be held to be vi-
olative of the right to freedom of speech and
expression, which is a fundamental right be-
cause it falls under the “reasonable restric-
tions” under Article 19(2) of the Constitution.
The fact that the “law may be abused” is no
reason to strike it down, the court said.

“Occasions may arise when it is not pos-
sible to distinguish between those whose
conduct must be controlled and those whose
conductis clear. A general order may be nec-
essary when the number of persons is so
large that the distinction between them and
the general public cannot be made,” the court
said, justifying blanket prohibitory orders
passed under Section 144.

In 2012, the Supreme Court came down
heavily on the government for imposing
Section 144 against a sleeping crowd in
Ramlila Maidan. “Such a provision can be
used only in grave circumstances for mainte-
nance of public peace. The efficacy of the pro-
vision s to prevent some harmful occurrence

immediately. Therefore, the emergency must
be sudden and the consequences sufficiently
grave,” the court said.

Does Section 144 provide for
communications blockades too?

The rules for suspending telecommuni-
cation services, which include voice, mobile
internet, SMS, landline, fixed broadband, etc,
are the Temporary Suspension of Telecom
Services (Public Emergency or Public Safety)
Rules, 2017. These Rules derive their powers
from the Indian Telegraph Act of 1885,
Section 5(2) of which talks about intercep-
tion of messages in the “interests of the sov-
ereignty and integrity of India”.

However, shutdowns in India are not al-
ways under the rules laid down, which come
with safeguards and procedures. Section 144
CrPC has often been used to clamp down on
telecommunication services and order
Internet shutdowns.

In Sambhal, UP, Internet services were
suspended by the District Magistrate under
Section 144.In West Bengal on June 20, 2019,
mobile internet, cable services, broadband
were shut down by the District Magistrate in
North 24-Parganas under Section 144 over
communal tensions.

Under what provisions were telecom
services interrupted in parts of Delhi?

In Delhi on Thursday, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police, Special Cell, issued
an order to the nodal officers of telecom op-
erators including Airtel, Reliance Jio etc toin-
terrupt services in specific areas.

“No specific legal reason has been cited
for this. Police cannot issue these directions
because they are not the proper authorities
to permit internet shutdown. In Delhi’s case
since it is a Union Territory, it would have to
be authorised by the Home Ministry itself,”
Apar Gupta, Executive Director at Internet
Freedom Foundation told The Indian Express.

Under the 2017 Rules, directions to “sus-
pend the telecom services shall not be issued
except by an order made by the Secretary to
the Government of India in the Ministry of
Home Affairs in the case of Government of
India or by the Secretary to the State
Government in-charge of the Home
Department in the case of a State
Government (hereinafter referred to as the
competent authority)...”

The Rules also say that in case the confir-
mation does not come from a competent au-
thority, the orders shall cease to exist within
a period of 24 hours. Clear reasons for such
orders need to be given in written, and need
to be forwarded to a Review Committee by
the next working day.

What is the Meghalaya law held up by Gov?

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, GUWAHATI, DECEMBER 19

ON MONDAY, Nagaland Governor R N Ravi
was given additional charge of Meghalaya,
whose Governor Tathagata Roy is learnt to
have gone on leave. In the days leading up to
the move, Roy had tweeted controversially on
the Citizenship Amendment Act,and had also
upset many in the state by not giving assent
to amendments to The Meghalaya Residents
Safety and Security Act, 2016. The amend-
ments had been approved by the Meghalaya
Cabinet by an Ordinance.

What is the Ordinance about?

The existing 2016 Act deals with registra-
tion and documentation of non-state residents
livingin Meghalaya. The Ordinance, cleared by
the Cabinet in November;, seeks to extend sim-
ilar rules to cover all non-state residents visit-

ing or living in the state, Deputy Chief Minister
Prestone Tynsong said last month. “This Act s
indicative only for those people who are inter-
ested in visiting our state as tourists, labourers
or for education and business. With this Actin
place, they will need to comply with guide-
lines to be prepared in the form of rules,”
Tynsong had told The Indian Express.

What is the point of the amendment?

It came in the backdrop of the National
Register of Citizens (NRC) process in Assam,
whichled to concerns among civil society and
political leaders, including Chief Minister
Conrad Sangma, that people excluded from
the Assam NRC might try to enter Meghalaya.
Besides, political parties and activists in
Meghalaya had long been demanding repli-
cation of the Inner Line Permit (ILP) regime of
Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and Mizoram,
which has now been extended to Manipur fol-
lowing the passage of the Citizenship

Amendment Bill. While the ILP-regime states
are exempt from the Citizenship Amendment
Act(CAA), practically the whole of Meghalaya
is exempt by virtue of special protections un-
der the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution. The
Ordinance itself was not a fallout of the citi-
zenship legislation, but a precautionary meas-
ure in view of the Assam NRC.

How would the registration take place?
Amid concerns that followed the
Ordinance, the Meghalaya government clar-
ified last month that the modalities for reg-
istration of visitors have not been finalised.
The Director of the Tourism Department is-
sued a statement on November 5: “The reg-
istration process will be designed keeping in
mind the convenience of tourists who are
visiting our state. It will be a simple process
with both online and offline registration op-
tions and will be similar to the registration
when you check into your hotel. There will

be no need to stand or wait in queues when
you enter the State. We understand that your
time and resources are precious. Meghalaya
welcomes all domestic and international
travellers who wish to explore our land-
scapes and experience our culture and tra-
ditions. Make your plans and watch our offi-
cial channels for further updates.”

So, Governor Roy had not given assent?

By some accounts, he had refused to sign
the amendments. Robertjune Kharjahrin,
chairperson of CoMSO, an umbrella organi-
sation of 22 NGOs and civil society organisa-
tions in Meghalaya that are opposing the
new citizenship law, told The Indian Express
recently: “There has been a lot of anger
among the people in Meghalaya against the
Governor because he has been refusing to
sign the Meghalaya Residents Safety and
Security Act. This was compounded by his
tweet about North Korea.”

Key takeaways from NCLAT order; will Mistry be back at Tata HQs?

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 19

THE NATIONAL Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) on Wednesday reinstated
Cyrus Pallonji Mistry to the position of
Executive Chairman of Tata Sons and
Director of the Tata Group of companies for
the remainder of his tenure.

Mistry, who was at one time the
favourite protégé of Tata Sons Chairman
Emeritus Ratan Tata, was unceremoniously
sacked both as Executive Chairman and
Director in 2016.

The NCLAT held Mistry’s sacking and the
subsequent appointment of N Chandra-
sekaran to the top post at Tata Sons illegal,
prejudicial, and oppressive. It set aside a July
2017 order by the Mumbai bench of the
National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT),
which had upheld Mistry’s removal from
his positions at Tata Sons and other Group
companies.

The NCLAT was constituted under

Section 410 of The Companies Act, 2013 to
hear appeals against the orders of the
NCLI(s). Itis also the appellate tribunal for
orders passed by the NCLT(s) under Section
61 of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC), 2016, and for orders passed by the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India
(IBBI) under Sections 202 and 211 of the IBC.
The order of the appellate tribunal, passed
by NCLAT Chairman Justice (retd) S ] Mukho-
padhaya, a former judge of the Supreme
Court, included directions on several major
questions of corporate governance.

MINORITY SHAREHOLDERS

The appellate tribunal directed Tata Sons
to consult all its minority shareholders be-
fore making any appointments in the future
to the posts of Executive Chairman,
Independent Director, and Director on the
boards of Group companies.

The NCLAT direction will empower the
minority shareholders, and will force
Independent Directors to take their objec-
tions more seriously. The Code for

Independent Directors, whichis part of The
Companies Act, 2013, says that one of their
functionsis to “safeguard the interests of all
stakeholders, particularly the minority
shareholders”.

The directive will give a boost to the
Shapoorji Pallonji Group, which is owned
by Mistry’s family and which, although a
minority shareholder (18%), is still the
biggest outside shareholder in Tata Sons,
the holding company of the Tata Group.

USE OF ARTICLE 75

The NCLAT has barred Tata Sons from
taking any action against Mistry, Shapoorji
Pallonji, Cyrus Investments, and other mi-
nority shareholders under Article 75 of the
Articles of Association of the Tata Group.
This provision grants Tata Sons the right to
transfer the ‘ordinary shares’ of any share-
holder, including those of the Mistrys’, by-
passing a special resolution in the presence
of nominated directors of Tata Trusts.

In doing so, the NCLAT has ensured that
any decision taken by the Tata Group does not

take the Mistrys or other minority sharehold-
ers by surprise, which was one of the main
allegations made by Mistry and his team.

MAKING PUBLIC COMPANY, PRIVATE

The NCLAT has held that Tata’s decision
to convert from a public limited company
to a private company was “prejudicial and
oppressive to the minority members and
depositors” and, therefore, illegal.

Tata Sons, which had functioned as a pri-
vate concern until 1975, had to turn into a
public company following the insertion of
Section 43A(1A) in The Companies Act,
1956. This provision forced certain compa-
nies to turn public based on their turnover,
irrespective of their paid-up share capital.

The NCLAT order built on the issues of
oppression and mismanagement, and ob-
served that the company’s affairs were still
being conducted in similar ways —a “wind-
ing-up order” against Tata Sons would,
therefore, be justified.

What had the NCLT said?

In 2017, the NCLT had observed that just
because the board of Tata Sons had held a
board meeting at short notice or included
the item agenda (that removed Mistry from
his post at the top) at the last minute, it
could not be termed as a fraud.

“Of course, removal of Cyrus would have
become heart-burn not only to Mr Cyrus
but to others holding the shareholding of
the petitioners, but it cannot ipso facto be-
come a grievance,” the NCLT had held.

The tribunal had also upheld Tata’s de-
cision to go private because it had not “al-
tered any of the Articles of Association so as
to bring any new entrenchment to the arti-
cles already in existence”. This action, the
NCLT had said, could not be said to have
been prejudicial to the Mistrys.

What next for the Tatas?

Tata Sons will likely move the Supreme
Court as soon as it opens after the winter
vacation. In the interim, they will have to
call Mistry for any/all board meetings of
companies where he was a Director before

his ouster. The company is likely to keep in
abeyance major decisions until contentions
such as those on the use of Article 75 of its
Articles of Association, are decided by the
Supreme Court.

Will Mistry return to Bombay House?

No, and yes.

Although the NCLAT passed an order
restoring Mistry to the top position at Tata
Sons, the execution of the order has been
suspended for four weeks. This will allow
the Tata Group to challenge the NCLAT de-
cision before the Supreme Court.

However, barring the direction to rein-
state Mistry, the NCLAT has not stayed the
execution of any of its other directions. This
means Mistry will be immediately restored
to his position as Director on the boards of
atleast three Tata Group companies, includ-
ing Tata Steel and Tata Chemicals.

He will, therefore, have to be invited to
the board meetings of these companies, thus
ensuring his return to Tata’s Bombay House
headquarters, albeit as only a Director.
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MYANMAR

Small blasts hit
Rakhine town
as Suu Kyivisits

Yangon: Three small ex-
plosions went off in a
southern Rakhine townin
Myanmar Thursday just
before civilian leader Aung
San Suu Kyi landed there
in a rare visit to the con-
flict-ridden state, a local
official said. The blasts
happened in the normally
quiet town of Manaung on
an island off Myanmar’s
western coast where Suu
Kyiwas due toopena solar
power plant. “There were
three explosions, but no
casualties,” Win Myint,
spokesperson for
Rakhine’s regional gov-
ernment, said. He said it
happened before Suu Kyi
arrived, but since they
were on the other side of
town the event went
ahead as planned and she
had since left safely on a
flight to Yangon.

UK

Scottishleader
stepsupbattle
forindependence

London: Scotland’s nation-
alistleader Nicola Sturgeon
will consider “all reason-
able options” if Prime
Minister Boris Johnson
tries to stop her from hold-
ing a referendum on
Scottishindependence, she
said on  Thursday.
Sturgeon’s pro-independ-
ence, anti-Brexit Scottish
National Party (SNP) won
48 of Scotland’s 59 parlia-
mentary seats in last
week’s UK-wide election,
which she said showed
overwhelming support for
her agenda to hold such a
referendum. As things
stand, a referendum can-
not take place without UK
government consent.

ALGERIA
New President
swornin

Algiers: Algeria swore in
Abdelmadjid Tebboune as
president on Thursday as
the Hirak protest move-
ment debated its response
to his offer of dialogue to
end a months-long politi-
cal crisis. Hirak has mo-
bilised huge street protests
since February demand-
ing a full clear-out of a
shadowy, long entrenched
ruling elite that it sees as
corrupt and undemocra-
tic, and the army’s with-
drawal from politics.
Mounted guards lined the
way into the Palais des
Nations as Tebboune en-
tered, Algeria’s flag flutter-
ing overhead.

USA

Stabbingat
Oregon shopping
centrekills 1

Beaverton: An attacker car-
ried out a series of stab-
bings and carjackings at a
suburban Portland shop-
ping centre and in nearby
town Wednesday, killing
one person and wounding
three others before being
arrested, authorities said.
Police in the city of
Beaverton said two people
were stabbed inside a
Wells Fargo bank and a
man was stabbed atagym
next door. After the stab-
bings, the assailant stole
the man’s car and drove
into the suburb of Tigard,
where he stole another
woman’s car and stabbed
her. He eventually got out
of the car and ran from of-
ficers before being caught,
police said.

IMPEACHED FOR ABUSE OF POWER,
OBSTRUCTION OF CONGRESS

TRUMP IMPEACHED

NICHOLAS FANDOS &
MICHAEL D SHEAR
WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 19

THE HOUSE of Representatives
on Wednesday impeached
President Donald Trump for ob-
struction of Congress and abuse
of power, making him the third
president in history to be
charged with committing high
crimes and misdemeanors and
face removal by the Senate.

The votes on the two articles
of impeachment fell largely
along party lines, after a bitter
debate that reflected the deep
polarisation gripping American
politics in the Trump era.

All but two Democrats sup-
ported the article on abuse of
power, which accused Trump of
corruptly using the levers of gov-
ernment to solicit election assis-
tance from Ukraine in the form of
investigations to discredit his po-
litical rivals. Republicans were
united in opposition. It passed
230-197, with Speaker Nancy
Pelosi gaveling the vote to a close
from the House rostrum.

On the second charge, ob-

struction of Congress, a third
Democrat joined Republicans in
opposition. The vote was 229-198.
The vote set the stage for a his-
toric trial beginning early next year
in the Senate, which will have fi-
nalsay — 10 months before Trump
faces reelection — on whether to
acquit the President or convictand
remove him from office. Acquittal
in the Republican-controlled
chamberislikely, but the proceed-
ingis certain to aggravate the polit-
ical and cultural fault lines in the
country that Trump’s presidency
has brought into dramatic relief.
On Wednesday, Democrats
characterized his impeachment
as an urgent action to stop a cor-
rupt president whose misdeeds
had unfolded in plain view from
damaging the country any further.
“Over the course of the last
three months, we have found in-
controvertible evidence that
President Trump abused his
power by pressuring the newly
elected president of Ukraine toan-
nounce an investigation into
President Trump’s political rival,”
said Rep. Adam Schiff, Intelligence
Committee chairman, wholed the
impeachment inquiry. NYT

THEVOTE INNUMBERS

Article I: Abuse of Power
Yes230

Need to pass

No197

Article II: Obstruction of Congress

Yes 229

Need to pass

No198

Fearing 2020 backlash,
3 Democrats vote no;
Gabbard votes ‘present’

SUSAN CORNWELL
WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 19

WEDNESDAY’S IMPEACHMENT
vote against President Donald
Trump posed a political test for 31
House Democrats who represent
districts thatbacked Trumpin the
2016 presidential election, as
Republicans warned that those
lawmakers could face abacklashif
they supported the effort to re-
move the president from office.
In the end, only three of the
31 voted against one or both of
the articles of impeachment that
accuse Trump of abuse of power
and obstruction of Congress.
Representative Tulsi
Gabbard, who represents a safely
Democratic district in Hawaii,
voted “present” on both charges.
The three who voted “no”
said they were not convinced of
the case against Trump. The two
articles of impeachment allege
the president abused his power
indealings with Ukraine and ob-
structed Congress’ attempts to
investigate.
Trump “has not committed a
crime”, Representative Collin
Peterson of Minnesota, one of

Tulsi Gabbard neither
opposed nor supported the
impeachment articles

the “no” votes, said last Saturday.

Peterson said most people in
his rural Minnesota district were
not bothered by the allegations
brought against Trump by the
Democrats.

Representative Jeff Van Drew
of New Jersey voted no and told
reporters after the vote that he
will announce in coming days
whether he will leave the
Democratic Party.

Jared Golden an ex-Marine
and freshman lawmaker from
Maine, voted “yes” on abuse of
power and “no” on obstruction of
Congress. He said Tuesday that
Trump had crossed a “clear red
line” by asking Ukraine to help him
winre-election. REUTERS

Sikh taxi driver assaulted
in US in second such
attack in under 2 weeks

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW YORK, DECEMBER 19

A 57-YEAR-OLD Indian-origin
Sikh taxi driver has been brutally
assaulted and hit with a with a
barbeque grill cover in the head
in front of his home in the US
state of California, media reports
said, second such attack in less
than a fortnight.

Baljeet Singh Sidhu, who
works as a mail carrier and a
Uber driver, was attacked on
Sunday while he was parking
his car outside his home near
Hilltop Mall, Richmond,
California, after finishing his du-
ties, SFGate.com reported.

While he was parking his
car, a man came up to his cab
and asked him for a lighter.

Sidhu said he didn’t have one
and the man left, but then he re-
turned with another request.
“He asked me and said he had
$5 and he needed a ride. It
looked suspicious,” Sidhu was
quoted as saying by the KTVU
television station.

He told the man his shift
was over. Then the suspect
came back a third time and at-
tacked Sidhu and hit himin the
head with a barbeque grill
cover, knocking him down and
then choking him.

The attack is second such at-
tack in a fortnight. On
December 5, Another Indian-
origin Sikh taxi driver was as-
saulted and racially abused in
the American state of
Wiashington in a suspected hate
crime. PTI

MEANWHILE

BECOMES ONLY 3RD U.S. PRESIDENT

TO FACE SENATE TRIAL

HITTING BACK: US President Donald Trump posted this meme
on Twitter soon after he was impeached, in whatis seenasa
message to his supporters. Twitter

B Trump also wrote on
Twitter: “SUCH ATROCIOUS
LIES BY THE RADICAL LEFT, DO
NOTHING DEMOCRATS,” the
president wrote. “THIS IS AN
ASSAULT ON AMERICA, AND
AN ASSAULT ON THE
REPUBLICAN PARTY!!!!”

B Moments after the House
voted toimpeach him, he used a
campaignrally in Michigan, a
crucial state in the 2020
presidential campaign, to
describe the vote as an attempt
to “nullify the ballots of tens of
millions of patriotic Americans”.

Impeachment
over ‘far-fetched’
reasons: Putin
backs Trump

VLADIMIRISACHENKOV
& HARRIET MORRIS
MOSCOW, DECEMBER 19

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Vladimir
Putin said Thursday that US
President Donald Trump wasim-
peached for “far-fetched” reasons,
calling the move by Democrats a
continuation of their fight against
the Republican leader.

“The party thatlost the (2016)
election, the Democratic Party, is
trying to achieve results by other
means,” Putin
said at his an-
nual news
conference in
Moscow.

He likened
Trump’s im-
peachment to
the earlier US probe into collu-
sion with Russia, which Putin
played down as groundless.
Former special counsel Robert
Mueller concluded earlier this
year that the Russian govern-
ment interfered in the 2016 US
presidential electionina “sweep-
ing and systematic fashion.”

Noting the Republicans havea
majority in the Senate, where a
trial of Trump will be conducted,
Putinsaid “they will be unlikely to
remove a representative of their
own party from office on what
seems to me an absolutely far-
fetched reason.” AP

Senate trial in limbo as Pelosi
holds out for assurances

Speedy trial and acquittal at Republican-controlled Senate
could boost Trump ahead of 2020 presidential election

NICHOLAS FANDOS
WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 19

SPEAKER NANCY Pelosi indicated
Wednesday night that the House
could indefinitely delay sending
the articles of impeachment
against President Donald Trump
to the Senate, leaving ambiguous
the timing of a trial to decide
whether to acquit him or convict
and remove him from office.

After a historic nearly party-
line vote to impeach Trump for
two articles, abuse of power and
obstruction of Congress, Pelosi said
she would hold the articles back
until it was clearer that the upper
chamberwould give the case afair
hearing. The strategy suggested
she was keeping the charges as
leverage in a coming negotiation
over the terms of a Senate trial.

But it could leave the matter
in limbo until early January, de-
laying the start of a trial for an
unknown period.

“We will make our decision
as to when we are going to send
itwhen we see what they are do-
ing on the Senate side,” Pelosi

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi announces the passage of the

first article of impeachment. AP

said. “So far, we have not seen
anything that looks fair to us.”
With Trump and his allies said
to be interested in a speedy trial
and acquittal, which they expect
will help their cause in the 2020
presidential election, Pelosi be-
lieves slowing down the proceed-
ing could force Senate
Republicans to set procedures the
Democrats find more favourable
to their case, according
Democraticofficials who spoke on
the condition of anonymity to dis-

cuss internal deliberations.

But it is not at all clear that
Pelosi holds much leverage over
GOP Senator Mitch McConnell,
who as majority leader has broad
power to determine the contours
of the trial. An adviser to
McConnell, Josh Holmes, signalled
the majorityleaderwasinnorush
to try the President for impeach-
able offences, writing on Twitter
that the maneuver “might be the
greatest compliment McConnell
has everreceived”.NYT

State of emergency declared as
bushfires rage in Australia

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BUXTON,DECEMBER 19

A STATE of emergency was de-
clared in Australia’s most popu-
lated region on Thursday as an
unprecedented heatwave fanned
out-of-control bushfires, destroy-
ing homes and smothering huge
areas with a toxic smoke.

As thousands of firefighters
battled blazes, temperatures
neared 50 degrees Celsius (122
degrees Fahrenheit) in some
places and authorities warned
the extreme weather conditions
could get even worse.

Australia endures bushfires
every year but the early and in-
tense start to this season, along
with the record temperatures,
has fuelled concerns about
global warming.

Police block the Old Hume Highway as a blaze jumps the road
near the town of Tahmoor, near Sydney, on Thursday. Reuters

In New South Wales,
Australia’s most populated state
with Sydney as its capital, more
than 100 bushfires were burn-
ing on Thursday, many of them
out of control.

New South Wales premier
Gladys Berejiklian declared a
seven-day state of emergency, the

second since the bushfire season
began early in September, due to
“catastrophicweather conditions”.

At Buxton, about 100 kilome-
tres southwest of Sydney, long-
time resident Paul Collins said a
nearby bushfire that had de-
stroyed dozens of buildings was
“much worse” than in past years.
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‘CHINA TO LAUNCH 3RD AIRCRAFT CARRIER IN2 YRS’

China plans to launch its third aircraft carrier within the next two years and it would be combat ready
by 2025, official media reported on Thursday, two days after Beijing operationalised its 2nd aircraft car-
rier. The third aircraft carrier may have electromagnetic catapult and stealth fighter jets, a report by
Ordnance Industry Science Technology, a periodical focused on the national defence industry said.

Pakistan court on
Musharraf: Drag his
body to Islamabad
square, hang for 3 days

ASIF SHAHZAD
ISLAMABAD, DECEMBER 19

APAKISTAN special courtissued
a bizarre but apparently sym-
bolic order for former military
ruler Pervez Musharraf on
Thursday, saying his corpse
should be dragged to Parliament
and hang for three days if he dies
before his execution.

The court sentenced
Musharraf to death on Tuesday
after finding him guilty of high
treason for subverting the con-
stitution in 2007.

Thursday’s announcement
came after the government said
it had found fault with the sen-
tence, apparently taking sides
in a split between the military
and the judiciary, and the
general’s lawyers said he plans
to appeal.

The court directed law en-
forcers to apprehend Musharraf,
currently receiving medical
treatment in Dubai, to ensure the
death sentence is carried out.

But if found dead before-
hand, “his corpse (should) be
dragged to D-Chowk, Islamabad,
Pakistan, and be hanged for
three days”, it said.

The chowk, or roundabout, is
just outside parliament.

Legal experts termed the in-
structions unconstitutional,
even if symbolic.

There is only one precedent
—acourt sentenced a serial killer
to hanging at a public place and
his body to be cutinto 100 pieces
in front of the families of the vic-
tims. The sentence was never
carried out.

QUEEN’S SPEECH

PAKGOVT WANTS
‘MENTALLY UNFIT
JUDGE REMOVED

Islamabad: Furious over a
special court’s verdict to drag
General (retd) Pervez
Musharraf’s corpse to the
Parliament and hang it for
three days, the Pakistan gov-
ernment on Thursday said
that it would move the
Supreme Judicial Council to
unseat the “mentally unfit”
head of the tribunal. “The
federal government has de-
cided to go to the Supreme
Judicial Council as the gov-
ernment believes that such
a person cannot be ajudge of
any High and Supreme
Court. If ajudge gives sucha
judgment then such a judge
is mentally unfitand incom-
petent,” Law Minister Farogh
Naseem said. PTI

Information Minister Firdous
Ashiq Awan said on Wednesday
the government's legal team had
found “gaps and weaknesses” in
the original death sentence after
lawyers briefed PM Imran Khan
about the case. REUTERS

UK confirms fast-track
visa for doctors from
countries such as India

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, DECEMBER 19

THE UK government on
Thursday confirmed plans toin-
troduce a new visa for qualified
doctors and nurses from coun-
tries around the world, includ-
ing India, to address workforce
shortages in the state-funded
National Health Service (NHS).

Prime Minister Boris Johnson
had made references to such a
new so-called “NHS visa” on the
election campaign trail, which
was confirmed as part of the
Queen’s Speech in Parliament on
Thursday — the formal process
of Queen Elizabeth I laying out
the parliamentary agenda of the
newly elected Johnson-led
Conservative Party government.

“Amodern, fair, points-based
immigration system will wel-
come skilled workers from
across the world to contribute to
the United Kingdom’s economy,
communities and public serv-
ices,” the speech notes.

An accompanying govern-
ment briefing paper elaborates
that under its “NHS People Plan”,
qualified doctors, nurses and al-
lied health professionals with a
job offer from the NHS, and who
have been trained to a recog-

Seeking toassure
maiden Tory voters

THE ELECTIONS earlier this
month saw Boris Johnson’s
Conservatives win big over
Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour. A
major reason for the victory
has been attributed to how
unpopular Corbyn wasas a
leader. This resulted in many
people voting for the
Conservatives for the first
time, shunning Labour be-
cause of Corbyn. Soon after
the election victory, Johnson
assured such voters their in-
terests would be protected.
With the Queen’s Speech fo-
cusing on boosting health-
care funding, one of the key
campaign promises of
Labour, Johnson is reassur-
ing the former Labour voters
that they can trust him.

nised standard, will be offered
fast-track entry, reduced visa
fees and dedicated support to
come to the UK. PTI

Cuba to name first prime
minister in 40 years

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
HAVANA, DECEMBER 19

CUBALS to resurrect the position
of prime minister in a parliamen-
tary sessionat the end of the week,
with President Miguel Diaz-Canel
nominatinga candidate to the post
which has remained dormant for
more than 40 years.

Thelast time Cubahad a prime
minister, it was Fidel Castro.

However, the position was
abolished in 1976 when Castro
transitioned to the presidency,
taking over from Osvaldo
Dorticos after the country’s con-
stitution was restructured.

No one knows yet who will
be appointed, and the general
public is in the dark as to what
the role will even entail.

“Idon’t know what his func-
tions will be, I imagine that he’ll

President Miguel Diaz-Canel
is set to nominate a
candidate for PM

be helping that poor Diaz-Canel
who never stops, going here and
there trying to sort out the coun-
try,” said Maria Fernandez, a 65-
year-old pensioner.

Parliament will meet on Friday
and Saturday before appointing
the prime minister based on a
proposal by Diaz-Canel. The new
official will become “head of gov-
ernment” for a five-year term.
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Bringing rocks back from Mars

A cosmic relay race

NASA's Curiousity Mars Rover snaps a self-portrait on the Martian surface in February 2018. NASA/JPL-Caltech/MSSS/Handout via Reuters

THE IDEA, popular in science fiction,
that alien life will do bad things to life
on Earth if the two come into contact, is
notrestricted to the activities of malev-
olent extraterrestrial intelligences. In
“The Andromeda Strain”, a novel by
Michael Crichton, the baddies are mys-
terious and deadly (but completely un-
intelligent) microbes that hitch aride to
Earth on board a military satellite. They
start by killing everyone in the town of
Piedmont, Arizona, and then wreak
havoc in a secret underground govern-
ment laboratory, as scientists struggle
to understand and contain them.

Move one state north, to Utah, and at
least part of that fiction may, some hope,
soon become true. For Utah is the
planned landing place of the first sam-
ples to be collected from the surface of
Mars. Optimists like to think that those
samples might contain traces, even if
only fossil, of life on Mars. And in case
they do, the samples’ ultimate destina-
tion will be a purpose-built receiving fa-
cility with level-four biosafety controls—
the highest category possible.

The Mars Sample Return (MSR) mis-
sion intended to achieve all this will re-
quire three launches from Earth over the
course of a decade, and five separate ma-
chines. The organisations involved—
America’s National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, NASA, and the European

Space Agency, ESA —are each responsible
for specific craft in the chain of what David
Parker, ESA’s head of human and robotic
exploration, calls “the most ambitious ro-
botic pass-the-parcel you can think of”.

Delta force

On December 11th, at a meeting of
the American Geophysical Union in San
Francisco, space scientists and astrobi-
ologists outlined the details of the MSR.
The project will begin with the launch,
next July, of NASA’s Mars 2020 mission.
This will carry to the planet a successor
to Curiosity, arover that has been crawl-
ing productively over the Martian sur-
face since 2012. The Mars 2020 rover, yet
to be named, will land in a 45km-wide
crater called Jezero, in February 2021.Its
main purpose is to search for signs of an-
cient microbial life. Around 3.5bn years
ago, Jezero contained a lake. Mars 2020
will drill for samples from the clay and
carbonate minerals now exposed on the
surface of what used to be a river delta
flowing into this lake..

When the rover finds something that
its masters want to bring back to Earth, it
will hermetically seal a few tens of grams
of the material in question into a 6cm-
long titanium test tube, and then drop
the tube on the ground. It can deal in this
way with around 30 samples as it travels
todifferent parts of the crater. Once it has

dropped a tube it will broadcast that
tube’s location to the Mars
Reconnaissance Orbiter, a satellite al-
ready on station that is armed with a
high-magnification camera. This camera
will take photographs of the tube and its
surroundings, so that the tube can be
found at a later date. The tubes are in-
tended to be able to survive for more than
50 years on the surface of Mars, at tem-
peratures less than 20°C.

The next phase of the project will be-
gin in 2028, when a “fetch rover” de-
signed and built by ESA will be sent to
Mars to find and collect the tubes. This
rover will be small, nimble and ten times
faster than any of its predecessors. It will
also be semi-autonomous, which will
permit it to spot, pick up and manoeuvre
the test tubes into the interplanetary
equivalent of a test-tube rack without de-
tailed instructions from Earth.

Once the fetch rover has collected all
the tubes, it will deliver the rack to a

NASA-built craft called the Mars Ascent
Vehicle (MAV). This rocket will have ar-
rived from Earth, filled with fuel, in the
same mission as the fetch rover. Once it
has the samples, it will launch itself from
the surface of Mars—the first ever rocket
launch from a planet other than Earth.

Once in orbit, the MAV will throw its
basketball-sized payload overboard.
Waiting nearby to intercept the cargo will
be yet another craft, the Earth Return
Orbiter (ERO), built by ESA. This will have
been launched from Earth independently
of the MAV-and-fetch-rover mission. The
ERO will find, ingest and seal the payload,
to avoid contaminating it with any organ-
isms that might have hitched a ride all
the way from Earth. Using a gentle, solar-
powered electric propulsion system, the
ERO will then take the payload back to
Earth over the course of the subsequent
few years.

When the ERO eventually goes into
orbit around Earth (which will bein 2031,

Martian rocks are already available for study, in the form of 200
or so meteorites that have arrived on Earth. However, they have
little to offer about any putative Martian biology because they
have spent millions of years travelling through the harsh
conditions of space, being bombarded by radiation

ALCOHOL IN AFRICA

Adventurous spirit

Elephant dung is fuelling South Africa’s gin boom

YOU MIGHT think that elephant dung is best
kept far away from gin, which most people
find tasty enough served with tonic water
and a slice of lime. Not so, say Paula and Les
Ansley, South African distillers who infuse
theirs with pachyderm poo to capture “the
textures and flavours of the African bush”
and sell it for 659 rand ($46) a bottle. Indlovu
gin may be aimed primarily at those with an
“adventurous spirit”, but it is only the latest
splash of ethanol on a market that has caught
fire.In 2018 South Africans sipped 54% more
gin than the year before, reckons IWSR, a re-
search firm.

Meeting this demand are dozens of new
firms. At the inaugural SA Craft Gin Awards in
August there were 110 entries. “For decades
we have been drinking many imported
British gins,” says Jean Buckham, who runs
The Gin Box, a subscription service that deals
exclusively in South African craft gin. “Until

South African distillers Paula
and Les Ansley infuse their gin
with pachyderm poo to capture
“the textures and flavours of the
African bush” and sell it for 659
rand ($46) abottle

recently, we had never really South
Africanised it.” In 2015 there were fewer than
a dozen gin distilleries. Now there are 50, of
which 30 are in the Western Cape. Part of the
region’s attraction is its wealth of “botani-
cals”, or natural flavourings, which make
each gin taste different. Inverroche, one of
the pioneers of South Africa’s craft industry,
uses fragrant fynbos shrubs. It makes 18,000

bottles amonth and exports to 17 countries.

Three factors explain South Africa’s
boom. The first is that gin is becoming more
popular everywhere. Consumption in-
creased by 8% around the world and 52% in
Britain in 2018. Another was a liberalisation
of licensing laws after the end of apartheid
in 1994 that made it easier to start a distillery
and for non-whites to consume the same
types of alcohol as whites. (Under the racist
regime it was hard for black South Africans to
go to liquor shops to buy “white” booze; in-
stead they went to informal boozers called
shebeens.)

The last is that producers of South Africa’s
more famous drink, wine, are struggling. A
gindistillery can be set up in a warehouse; a
vineyard needs sun, water and land. Across
the Western Cape vintners are wrestling
with recent droughts, contested land claims
and weak prices. BDO, a consulting firm,
reckons that only half of vineyards are mak-
ing money.

Even as posh new craft gins generate a
buzz, most South Africans stick to the
cheaper stuff. Gins that cost more than 225
rand a bottle account for just 6% of sales. But
for those who can afford to splash out, the
delights of elephant dung and tonic await.
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at the earliest) it will release the payload.
This will be packed into a special, dome-
shaped Earth Return Vehicle designed to
carry the samples safely through the fe-
rocity of atmospheric re-entry to a land-
ing in the desert of Utah—whence they
will be taken to their new bio-fortified
home for examination. Once examined
and deemed safe, the samples will then
be distributed to researchers around the
world for study.

Lakeside view

Itis, then, an extraordinary enterprise.
But all of this complexity does raise the
question of why researchers would go to
so much effort to collect Mars rocks. The
answer, as Michael Meyer, the scientific
boss of NASA's Mars Exploration
Programme, told the conference, is that
although, when you are on another
planet, you have to hand all the rocks that
you could ever want, you are also stuck
with the handful of instruments that you
took with you to look at them. Using so-
phisticated X-ray scanners or grinding
samples up and feeding them through a
chemistry set is not an option.

It is true that Martian rocks are al-
ready available for study, in the form of
200 or so meteorites that have arrived on
Earth after having been blasted from the
Martian surface by asteroid impacts.
However, though these are geologically
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valuable they have little to offer about any
putative Martian biology because they
have spent millions of years travelling
through the harsh conditions of space,
being bombarded by radiation that will
probably have destroyed any complex
molecules within them that were made
by living things.

A sample-return mission will not be
cheap. Researchers from NASA and ESA,
who have established a working group to
harmonise technical efforts for the various
stages of the project, estimate it will cost
$7bnto complete. ESAalready has approval
for some of its parts. When ministers from
its 22 member countries met in November
to discuss the agency’s next three-year
budget, they agreed to make €450m
($500m) available to pay for the project’s
early stages. For its part, NASA expects to
hear about funding for MSR in February
2020, as part of next year’s federal budget.

NASA needs to confirm its role in the
projectas soon as possible if the planned
timetable is to be met. If it is begun and
not ended, though—perhaps because the
money runs out halfway through—par-
ticipants will have the comfort that the
bottled-up samples are ready and wait-
ing for collection whenever it is that
politicians choose to loosen the appro-
priate purse strings.
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In 2015 there were fewer than a dozen gin distilleries in South Africa. Now there are 50. Reuters
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PRE-BUDGET CONSULTATIONS: SUGGESTIONS GIVEN ON M&As, TAXES

Industry seeks further ‘ease of doing biz’,

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 19

IMPROVEMENT IN ease of doing
business, policy stability, income
tax cuts, better transmission of in-
terestrate cuts, ways to boost con-
sumption to support growth were
some of theissues taken up by in-
dustry leaders, including Bharti
Enterprises chairman Sunil Bharti
Mittal, CII president Vikram
Kirloskar and Assocham president
Balkrishna Goenka during their
pre-Budget consultations with
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman Thursday:.

Mittal said making business
easy was his main suggestion to
the government, adding that a
combination of low tariffs and
high consumptionis affecting the
telecomindustry and the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India
(Trai) needs to intervene to strike
a balance between protecting in-
vestments and consumer interest.
“Ihave come here today todiscuss
only one thing: make doing busi-
nesseasy in the country. That was
what my thrust was,” he added.
Mittal further said the issue has
been on investments side and
new technologies have to be put
in, 5G has to be ushered into this
country, adding that average rev-
enue per user (ARPU) should go
up from Rs 200.

“My view isRs 200 s to even-
tually going to Rs 300 ... at the
lower end, Rs 100 for a customer
over a month of consuming rich
data, voice and other services and
on the upper end Rs 450-500 ...
therefore, blended eventual land-
ing point of Rs 300 a month,
whichwillstillbe $4 amonth...by
far, the lowest anywhere in the
world and yet consuming two or
three times more data than any-
where else in the world.

Unions urge FM
to hike I-T ceiling,

minimum wages
New Delhi: Ina pre-Budget consul-
tation with Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Thursday,
trade unions urged the govern-
ment to provide minimum wage
0f Rs 21,000, minimum pension of
Rs 6,000 under Employees’
Pension Scheme and tax exemp-
tion on annual income of up toRs
10 lakh. The unions have also
raised concerns over rising unem-
ployment in the country, saying
“employment generation has
nose-dived in recent period”.
During the meeting, they sug-
gested that massive public in-
vestment ininfrastructure, social
sectors and agriculture would
generate employment and the
Union Budget should giveita pri-
ority and allocate necessary
funds for this. They also de-
manded that vacant sanctioned
posts in various government de-
partments should be filled
through fresh recruitment. ENS

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman along with senior officials at a pre-Budget
meeting with industrialists, in New Delhi, on Thursday. PTI

“That’s the balance we need to
get to try and Trai has to work on
this because the industry has not
been able to have an orderly
mechanism to get to that point via
getting this industry in a manner
which s not conducive for indus-
try and that’s why we need Trai
intervention,” he said.

Suggestions around mergers
and acquisitions (M&As), de-
merger, National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) process, certain
sections of income tax which
were coming in the way of M&A
or slowing them down were also
made during the meeting,

Assocham president
Balkrishna Goenka said for “ease
of doing business, states have to
play an important role” and last
mile issues are there that need to
be resolved. Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII) president
Vikram Kirloskar said, “We talked
about the ease of doing business,
which are the issues concerning
many industries.”

The industry body also raised
theissue of delayed paymentsand
contract enforcement, along with
raising the issue of how price con-
trols lead to uncertainty and lack

of confidence in the functioning
of markets. RP-Sanjiv Goenka
Group chairman Sanjiv Goenka
said the discussions “centred
more around what canbe done to
stimulate growth, to facilitate the
ease of doing business”.

Onthe current slowdownand
its impact on capacity utilisation
across industries, he said, “We all
recognised that it is going to take
a couple of quarters, three quar-
ters, four quarters, before this ca-
pacity gets utilised. We under-
stand that, and that is the reality
of the situation.”

Ficci president Sandip Somany
said the industry representatives
gave suggestions to the Finance
Minister “to reduce income tax for
those who earn less than Rs 20
lakhinayear sothatthere is more
disposable in the hands of con-
sumers and the economy bene-
fits”.

He added, “We have also
asked the FM to take measures
about reducing EMIs (equated
monthly installments), which can
happen only if the banks reduce
the interest rates on loans.”

Stating that while the Reserve
Bank of India has cut 135 basis

points (bps), banks have reduced
only 45 bps, Somany said, “If there
canbe more transmission of RBI's
cut to consumers, then the EMIs
will be reduced and it will alsoim-
prove consumption.”

“During the interactive session
lasting over two hours, prominent
industrialists spoke aboutimprov-
ing regulatory environment to
safeguard investments through
ease of doing business, increasing
export competitiveness, reviving
private investment and kick-start-
ing growth measures,” a Finance
Ministry statement said.

In the pre-Budget consulta-
tionsin connection with the forth-
coming General Budget 2020-21,
industrialists also suggested many
ways to boost the rural economy,
especially to increase consump-
tion, the statement further said.

Other suggestions included
improvement in insolvency
process in relation to NCLTs and
banks; faster M&As and demerger
processes, ways to reduce time for
foreign direct investment (FDI)
approval; structural changes in
laws for effective and stable busi-
ness environment; and time-
bound decisions for augmenting

better rate transmission at meet with FM

Focuson
reviving pvt
investment,
growth

IMPROVING
REGULATORY
environment to
safeguard investments
through ease of doing
business, increasing
export competitiveness,
reviving private
investment and kick-
starting growth
measures, were
particularly in focus at
the meeting.

Issues related to
mergers and acquisitions
(M&As), demergers,
National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) process,
certain Sections of
income tax which were
coming in the way of
M&As or slowing them
down, were also flagged.

ease of doing business both at the
central and state levels.

Other industry leaders who
took part in the consultations
were GMR Group chairman BVN
Rao, Ashok Leyland managing di-
rector and chief executive officer
Vipin Sondhi, Wipro Global chief
financial officer Jatin Dalal, K
Raheja Corp Group president Ravi
Raheja and Patanjali Ayurved Ltd
chairman Acharya Balkrishan,
among others.

‘GST compensation of 9 states could double in FY2(’

GST compensation payment of nine select states, including Gujarat, Maharashtra and Kerala, is expected to
double to X60,000-70,000 crore in 2019-20, according to a report by ICRA

The timing of release of such
grants by the Government
of India (Gol) to these states
would critically affect

their cash flows, ICRA

said in areport.

3 70 / Rise in headline
. 0 GST collections
in April-November 2019,
which was muted due to

subdued economic growth and
reductions in GST rates

STATES WHOSE GST
. COMPENSATION
Punjab COULD DOUBLE
Haryana
Rajasthan
Gujarat
Maharashtra West
Bengal
Karnataka
Tamil Nadu
Kerala

359,500-77,000 CRORE:

CAPEX BELOW BUDGETED
LEVEL: Areduction in capital
expenditure, or capex, below the
budgeted level appears
imminent in the current fiscal

CONSIDERABLY LOWER SGST
COLLECTIONS: The actual SGST
collections this current fiscal will
likely be considerably lower than
the level of revenues protected
under the GST (Compensation to
States) Act, 2017

RISE IN GST COMPENSATION
GRANTS: The lower collections
would necessitate a significant

2 70/ Year-on-year
. 0 contraction

recorded in CTD to all 29 states

in April-October 2019

Amount by which central tax devolution
(CTD) to these states in 2019-20 would be
lower than what central government has

budgeted, which has emerged as a key
revenue risk for the states in this fiscal

Draft Bill proposes autonomy for National Statistical

Commission, gives govt power to make final decision
Advisory nature of NSC retained

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER19

STATING THE need for creation for
an independent “apex advisory
body for official statistics”, the gov-
ernment has placed a draft
National Statistical Commission
(NSC) Bill for public comments
that seeks to establish NSC as the
nodal and autonomous body for
all core statistical activities. Along
withretaining the advisory nature
of NSC, the draft Bill states that the
decision of the central govern-
ment, whether a question is of
policy or not, shall be final, a pro-
posal which experts say goes
against the long pending demand
to grant more powers to the NSC.

Inacrucial change, the draftBill
also seeks to change the composi-
tion of the Commission by replac-
ing NITI Aayog Chief Executive
Officer with the Finance Ministry’s
Chief Economic Advisor as the ex-
officio member along with giving
member status to Chief Statistician
of India from the current status of
secretary to the NSC.

As per the draft Bill, the NSC
will have a Chairperson, five
whole time members along with

Deputy Governor of Reserve Bank
of India (RBI), Chief Statistician of
India (CSI) as other members and
Chief Economic Advisor, Ministry
of Finance, as the ex-officiomem-
ber. The Chairman and the mem-
bers of the Commission shall be
appointed by the central govern-
ment on the recommendation of
asearch committee, as prescribed,
it said, adding that no appoint-
ment of a Chairperson or any
member of the Commission shall
be “invalid merely by reason of ab-
sence of any member in the meet-
ings of the search committee”.

The draft Bill stated that the
central government may, from
time to time, issue directions to
the Commission as it may think
“necessary in the interest of the
sovereignty and integrity of India,
the security of the State, friendly
relations with foreign states, pub-
lic order, decency or morality”.

It also said that the
Commission “shall in exercise of
its powers or the performance of
its functions, be bound by such di-
rections or questions as the Central
Government may give in writing
to it from time to time. Provided
that the Commission shall, as far
as practicable, be given an oppor-

VIEWS SOUGHT

BNSCwill havea
Chairperson, five whole
time members along
with Deputy Governor,
RBI, Chief Statistician of
India as other members
and CEA as ex-officio
member

tunity to express its views before
any direction is given.”

The draft Bill states that the
government shall seek advice
from the Commission on any
matter relating to official statistics.
However, central government or
a state government may issue di-
rections as necessary to any gov-
ernment agency underits admin-
istrative control along with a
report on reasons for not accept-
ing any advice to the commission.
Areportonreasons for notaccept-
ing any advice of the commission
shall be laid before Parliament or
a state legislature for a total period
of thirty days. Outlining the gen-
eral powers of the NSC, the draft
Bill states that the NSC shall have
power toreview the statistical sys-
tem of any governmentagencyin
the light of concepts, definitions,
standards, methodologies and es-

tablished policies, and recom-
mend measures for enhanced
performance; to prescribe a code
of practice. Also, the Commission
shall participate in,and in consul-
tation with the central govern-
ment coordinate with, national
statistical organisations on mat-
ters of statistical standards,
methodologies and classifications.

Allnodal officers designated in
central ministries/departments
[state government shall be profes-
sionally responsible to Chief
Statistician of India on core statis-
tics, the Bill said. The Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Imple-
mentation (MoSPI) has sought
comments and suggestions from
the public on the draft Bill by
January 19,2020.TheBill comes at
a time when several statistical re-
ports such as the unemployment
survey were withheld and con-
sumption expenditure survey was
decided to be not released by the
government. In January this year,
the then acting chairman of NSC,
PCMohanan, a career statistician,
and]V Meenakshi, Professor at the
Delhi School of Economics, had re-
signed from NSC protesting
against the withholding of the
NSSO'’s first Annual Survey on
Employmentand Unemployment
for the year 2017-18.

rise in the GST compensation
grants required by the states
from the Centre

Source: PTI
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Tata Sons-Mistry case: Not
the first when NCLT, NCLAT
differed, till SC overruled

DIFFERENT FORUMS, VARIED VERDICTS

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER19

THE NATIONAL Company Law
Appellate Tribunal’s (NCLAT)
Wednesday order to reinstate
Cyrus Mistry as the executive
chairman of Tata Sons diametri-
cally reverses a judgment deliv-
ered by the Mumbai bench of the
National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT)inJuly 2017. As the issue is
now headed for the Supreme
Court, the TataSons caseis not the
firstinstance where the NCLT and
itsappellate authority — NCLAT —
have delivered sharply different
verdicts. The TataSons caseis one
in a series of cases where the tri-
bunal, the appellate courtand the
SChave had completely different
views on the same issue, leading
to cascading reversals in sequen-
tial verdicts in the same case.

Consider the case of Essar
Steel: the case was finally put to
rest with a Supreme Court judg-
ment clearing ArcelorMittal’s bid
this November after more than
835 daysinlitigation. Multiple in-
tervention applications filed by
stakeholders apart, the non-linear
understanding and interpretation
of Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code(IBC) by the different forums
contributed to the delay, with
wide vacillations on the question
of the powers of committee of
creditors (CoC)andissues suchas
the supremacy of operational or
financial creditors, till it was set-
tled by the apex court s November.

Initially, the Ahmadabad
bench of NCLT had — while ap-
proving the plan for Essar Steel —
“suggested” that the funds from
ArcelorMittal be distributed in
85:15 ratio. The NCLAT censured
this observation and held that op-
erational creditors must be given
equal footing. It went ahead and
changed the terms of Arce-
lorMittal’s bid to give all creditors
60.7 per cent of their admitted
claims. Then, the SC, on a subse-
quent appeal, held that there must
be anabsolute “judicial hands-off”
and that the supremacy oflenders
was non-negotiable. It then went
ontorestore the original payment
structure for lenders.

The difference in interpreta-
tion of IBC, experts concur, could
be due to the nascent stage at
which the insolvency resolution
process currently is. Others, how-
ever, say that there mustbe “anin-
ternally coherent view” of com-
mercial courts on IBC.

The insolvency of New Delhi-
based Rave Scans, similarly, took
two U-turns before being decided.
Lenders to Rave Scans, one of the
first firms to be taken to NCLT un-
der the IBC, had initially rejected
all four bids that came for the firm.
After anudge from the NCLT, they
reconsidered one plan, which was
later approved. That plan too,
however, ran into trouble as one
of the financial creditors, Hero Fin
Corp, dissented and claimed a
higher payout. The NCLT rejected
Hero Fin’s contentions, which

DEMAND WEAKENED FOR MANUFACTURING

Corporate profits fall 54.3% as demand drops: RBI

GEORGEMATHEW &
SANDEEP SINGH
MUMBAI/NEW DELHI,DEC19

THE ONGOING economic slow-
down hit the corporate sector
badly with a group of 2,696 firms
reportinga 54.3 per cent fallin net
profit for the second quarterended
September 2019 as “demand con-
ditions facing the manufacturing
sector weakened, with contraction
in nominal sales that became
broad based across industries”.

A big factor in the drop in ag-
gregate profits has been the huge
losses announced by Bharti Airtel
and Vodafone Idea Limited (VIL)
during the quarter on account of
provisioning for adjusted gross
revenue (AGR). While Bharti Airtel
announced a loss of Rs 23,045
crore, VIL announced a loss of Rs
50,922 crore for the quarter.

While the group of 1,706 com-
panies in the manufacturing sec-
tor saw their sales decline 7.7 per
cent, their profits grew by 174 per
cent. A group of 505 companies in
the services sector had an aggre-
gatelossofRs 53,167 croreand 166
companies in the IT sector an-
nounced a 8.4 per cent rise in net
profit for the quarter.

The RBI said softening of com-
modity prices resulted inlower in-

CASE: ESSARSTEEL
FORUM

NCLT: Approved Suggested
Rs 42,000 crore be
distributed among financial
and operational creditors in
85:15ratio

NCLAT: Modified plan to
give higher payout to
operational creditors, fixed
pay for everyone at 60.7%

SC: Reversed NCLAT
decision, upheld primacy of
CoC, restored original
payout planned by CoC

CASE: LA FIN FINANCIAL
FORUM

NCLT: Allowed insolvency
proceedings filed by IFIN
against LaFin

NCLAT: Upheld NCLT
judgment, said plea by IFIN
filed within time

SC:Reversed both NCLT &
NCLAT judgment, said case
filed after limitation period
exhausted, disallowed
insolvency

CASE: RAVE SCANS

FORUM

NCLT: Approved resolution
plan, rejected plea for equal
pay by dissenting creditor,
the Hero Fin Corp

NCLAT: Reversed NCLT
decision, said CoC must
treat Hero Fin Corp on par
with other financial
creditors, give 45% of
admitted dues

then approached the NCLAT.

The NCLAT upheld the plea
and added thatif Hero Fin was not
given the same treatment as other
financial creditors within a
month, the resolution plan would
stand set aside. Subsequently,
when the matterwenttothe SC a
two-judge Bench of Justices Arun
Mishraand SRavindra Bhat over-
turned the NCLAT’s decision by
simply holding that the resolution
process had begun well before the
amended regulation (which gave
equal footing to dissenting finan-
cial creditors in IBC), and thus the
appellate tribunal’s decision
would be set aside.

Apart from inconsistencies in
interpretations, many are related
to issues of contingent liability,
treatment of guarantees, payout
to operational creditors, and scope
of moratorium, Suharsh Sinha,
partner at AZB & Partners, said,
adding that on most of these is-
sues the case laws had been in-
consistent.

The case of Jignesh Shah-pro-
moted La Fin Financial Services
threw up another instance of con-
trasting interpretation of the well-
settled law of limitations. IL&FS
Financial Services (IFIN) had
moved aninsolvency pleaagainst

MAJOR FACTOR INDROP WAS AIRTEL, VIL LOSSES

B ADbigfactorinthedropin
aggregate profits has been
losses announced by Bharti
Airtel and Vodafone Idea
(VIL) during the quarter due
to provisioning for adjusted
gross revenue. While Bharti
announced aloss of Rs
23,045 crore, VILannounced
aloss of Rs 50,922 crore

put costs (including cost of raw
materials), which partly offset the
decline in sales of manufacturing
companies. The raw material cost
for manufacturing companies fell
11.5 per cent during the quarter.
According to data released by
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), the
fall in profits was steep as these
companies had posted a 41.7 per
centrise in profits in the same pe-
riod of lastyear (September 2018).
The RBI said the study is based on
abridged quarterly financial results
of 2,696 listed non-government
non-financial (NGNF) companies.
Sales of these companies fell by 4.5
per cent in September 2019 as
againstarise of 18.2 per centinthe
previous year.On December 5, the
RBI slashed the real GDP growth
for 2019-20 downwards from 6.1

B While the group of 1,706
firms in manufacturing
sector saw sales decline 7.7%,
their profits grew by 17.4%. A
group of 505 companies in
the services sector had an
aggregate loss of Rs 53,167
crore and 166 firmsin IT
sector announced a 8.4%rise
in net profit for the quarter

per cent in the October policy to 5
per cent, saying thatitcanevengo
down to 4.9 per cent. The lower-
ing of growth rate by the RBI —
which has a strong research de-
partment — has come after the
government said the GDP growth
in September 2019 quarter had
plunged toasix-yearlow of 4.5 per
cent, the lowest since the three
monthsended March 2013.India’s
industrial output contracted 3.8
percent in October, against a 4.3
per cent contractionin September,
according to the Index of Industrial
Production (IIP) data released by
the Centre on December 12.
“Operating profit of the man-
ufacturing sector contracted by
11.8 per cent, mainly due to the
production slowdown. Non-IT
services companies, especially in

SC: Reversed NCLAT
decision, held that since
resolution plan and process
was already in place, it
could not have been altered

CASE: SEVENHILLS
HOSPITALS

FORUM

NCLT: Held that Municipal
Corp of Greater Mumbai
pleas are self contradictory,
approved resolution plan

NCLAT: Barred MCGM from
taking action, including
claimingland as own, said
would hamper the
resolution process

SC: Held that MCGM must
uphold its public duty and
claim over BMCland, set
aside the resolution plan
approved by NCLT, NCLAT

CASE: BKEDUCATIONAL
SERVICES

FORUM

NCLT: Held that the filing of
pleawas barred by
limitation and thus
insolvency could not have
been initiated

NCLAT: Reversed the NCLT
decision, held that there
was no scope of rejection of
insolvency application if
there was a continuous
effort torecover debt

SC: Reversed NCLAT
decision, said laws of
limitation applicable to
insolvency applications

LaFin,which thelatter challenged,
citing that the insolvency pleawas
barred by limitation.

Intheir respective judgments,
the NCLT and NCLAT held that
IFIN’s plea was not barred by lim-
itation as it was filed well within
the time limit of three years from
December 1,2016, when IBCwas
introduced. The SC, however,
overturned the decision and said
thatIFIN's plea was barred by lim-
itation as it was filed well beyond
three years from August 2012,
when the first default occurred. It
also held that IFIN had ap-
proached the courtsonlywhenLa
Fin saw its net worth erode in
2015.“Thatdoes not mean thereis
no prospect of the company ever
making a profit in the future. It
does not also mean that the com-
pany abandoned its business and
therefore will not be able to pay,”
the apex court had said.

Experts point out that the dif-
ference ininterpretation could be
as these laws have to be read in
consistency with the IBC. “Even for
laws that are well established, for
example, the ones onlaws of lim-
itation are not being read inisola-
tion. They have tobe read with the
code,” said Karan Mitroo, partner
at L&L Partners.

telecommunication, real estate
and transport and storage services,
registered sharp declines in oper-
ating profit,” said the RBI study on
private corporate business sector
for the second quarter of 2019-20.

According to the RBI study, the
operating profit margin dipped
marginally for manufacturing
companies, though their net
profit margin increased, largely
on account of lower tax provi-
sions. IT companies maintained
pricing power as reflected in sta-
ble profit margins. Non-IT serv-
ices companies, however, regis-
tered a contraction in profit
margins due to heavy losses
recorded by telecommunication
companies, it said. Sales growth
moderated in the services sector
(bothIT and non-IT), especially in
real estate, wholesale and retail
trade companies.

RBI said that the funds mo-
bilised by listed private manufac-
turing companies during the first
half of FY20, were mainly used for
fixed assets formation and
deleveraging (reduction of debt).
“These companies were investing
infinancialinstruments suchasin-
vestment and extendingloans and
advances during the last couple of
years in the face of subdued de-
mand. This shiftininvestment was
found to be broad based,” it said.
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MINUTES OF RBI MPC MEETING

‘Rising inflation

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,DECEMBER 19

THE RESERVE Bank of India’s
Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) has said there is a need for
greater clarity as to how the over-
all food inflation path is going to
evolve and “itis prudent to expect
higher than current readings over
the next two or three months”
whichwarrants a pausein the se-
quence of rate reductions that be-
ganin February 2019.

MPC members, who met on
December 5, said it is prudent to
expect higher than current read-
ings over the next two or three
months. “Arguably, the slump in
real GDP growth warrants accom-
modative monetary policy actions
and stance whereas the upturnin
headline inflation for the third
month in succession after a qui-
escent phase of nine months calls
foran opposite response or atleast
status quo until thereis ground to
infer that the food price spirals
that are driving it are on the ebb,”
according to the minutes of the
MPC meeting released by the RBI
Thursday. The RBI, which slashed
its key interest rate — repo rate —
by 135 basis points in 2019, unex-
pectedly left the rate unchanged
at5.15 per cent earlier this month,
even as it slashed its forecast for
economicgrowthto 5 percent, its
lowest in over adecade.

According to RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das, the surge in food
inflation in last three months,
driven up by a spike in onion and
other vegetable prices, could be
transitory. “It is likely to reverse
gradually as late kharif output
comes to the market. In view of
this, even as current food price
spike driven by vegetables can be
looked through, there isa need for
greater clarity as to how the over-
all food inflation path is going to
evolve, as there is some uncer-
tainty about the outlook of prices
of certain non-vegetable food
items such as cereals, pulses, milk
and sugar,” Das said.

According to RBI Deputy
Governor BPKanungo, the current
uptick in inflation driven by a
sharpincrease in food pricesis ex-

“(Surge in food inflation)
is likely toreverse
gradually as late kharif
output comes to the
market. Inview of this, ...
there is aneed for greater
clarity as to how the
overall food inflation path
is going to evolve...”

SHAKTIKANTA DAS
GOVERNOR, RESERVE BANK OF INDIA

pected toreverse. However, there
exists considerable uncertainty on
the food price trajectory, and the
quantum of impact of unseasonal
rains on kharif output would be
known only early next year.

“The incoming data may also
provide greater clarity on the
growth outlook. Itis better to wait
and watch for the incoming data.
Even as space exists for future
monetary policy action,a pause at
this juncture would help calibrate
the appropriate policy response
in future,” he said. RBI Executive
Director Michael Patra said that it
is prudent to expect higher than
current readings over the next
two or three months.

“This warrants a pause in the
sequence of rate reductions that
began in February 2019. Second,
inflation pressures are rotating
from vegetable prices to those of
other elements of food and bev-
erages. By current reckoning, veg-
etables prices can be expected to
reverse by Q4:2019-20 as the sup-
ply situation improves. They can,
therefore, be looked through
while setting monetary policy,” he
said. “The key questionis: will the
upside in other food prices reverse
or persist, especially those of
pulses and milk? If it persists, will
it spill over into non-food infla-
tion?” Patra said.

“In my view, it is prudent to
wait and watch out for clarity on
growth-inflation dynamics and
gain some more confidence at
this juncture before taking a de-
cisive action on the policy rate
front. In the meantime, there is
enough slack for the markets to
adjust to the rate cuts already
made,” MPC Member Ravindra
Dholakia said.

We are killing telecom
industry: Sunil Mittal

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER19

SUNIL BHARTI Mittal has said a
combination of rock-bottom tar-
iffs and high consumption is
killing the telecom industry and
Trai needs to urgently intervene
to strike a balance between the
needs for protecting investments
and consumer interest.

“..but, I think we need to have

a balance between requirement
of investments and consumer on
the other side,” Mittal, chairman
of Bharti Airtel, told reporters af-
ter a pre-Budget meeting be-
tween Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and corporate lead-
ers. The industry needs to get to
that balance, he said adding that
Trai needs to work on this as the
industry “has not been able to
have an orderly mechanism to get
to that point”.

PRABHA RAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER19

SEVERAL PRIVATE hospitals em-
panelled under the Central
Government Health Scheme
(CGHS) have decided to suspend
cashless services to beneficiaries
of the healthcare programme if
the hospitals’ dues are not paidin
a month’s time, said an associa-
tion representing them.

“We have tried all avenues of
getting the dues cleared from the
government ... However, we
have not made any significant
headway,” said Alex Thomas,
president, Association of
Healthcare Providers India
(AHPI). “It is now a question of
survival for healthcare providers.
We will continue to engage with

RBI plans
purchase and
sale of govt

securities
under OMO

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 19

THE RESERVE Bank of India has
decided to conduct simultane-
ous purchase and sale of gov-
ernment securities under Open
Market Operations (OMO) for
Rs 10,000 crore each on
December 23.

This folllows “areview of the
current liquidity and market sit-
uation and an assessment of the
evolving financial conditions”,
an RBI statement said.

The central bank reserves the
right to decide on the quantum
of purchase/sale of individual se-
curities, accept bids/offers for
less than the aggregate amount
and purchase/sell marginally
higher than the aggregate
amount due to rounding-off ef-
fects. It also reserves the right to
accept or reject any or all the
bid/offers either wholly or par-
tially without assigning any rea-
sons, it added.

TRIED ALL AVENUES: HOSPITAL BODY

B We have tried all avenues
of getting the dues cleared
from the government...
However, we have not made
any significant headway,
said Alex Thomas,
president, Association of
Healthcare Providers India

M This year so far, around

the government, but if the issue
is not resolved over the next few
weeks, hospitals will be forced to
stop cashless services to the ben-
eficiaries,” he told The Indian
Express.

Cashless services for the Ex-

Rs 1,400 crore has been
released to service
providers for cashless
services. More payments
are under process,”

Alok Saxena, Joint
Secretary, Ministry of
Health and Family
Welfare, earlier told

The Indian Express

Servicemen Contributory Health
Scheme (ECHS) may also be sus-
pended, he said, adding that the
association will wait for “about a
month” for dues to be cleared.
The lobby group represents
over 9,000 hospitals, including

Max  Healthcare, Fortis
Healthcare, Narayana Health and
Medanta-The Medicity, which
currently provide cashless serv-
ices to CGHS beneficiaries.

Estimates from AHPI peg out-
standing dues to empanelled
CGHS and ECHS hospitals at over
Rs 650 crore, but it is not clear
how much of this has already
been cleared by the government.

“This year so far, around Rs
1,400 crore has been released to
service providers for cashless
services. More payments are un-
der process,” Alok Saxena, Joint
Secretary, Ministry of Healthand
Family Welfare, earlier told The
Indian Express.

CGHS promises comprehen-
sive medical care to approxi-
mately 35 lakh central govern-
mentemployees and pensioners.
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CGHS, ECHS: Hospitals to ‘stop cashless

warrantedapause ggryjces’ if dues not paidin 30 days
in rate reduction’

Pensioners, ex- and sitting
Members of Parliament, freedom
fighters and employees serving at
CGHS, Directorate General of
Health Services and the Health
Ministry are entitled to cashless
services atempanelled providers.

Pensioners and their depend-
ents account for around 11 lakh
of registered beneficiaries, gov-
ernment sources earlier said. It is
not clear how many beneficiaries
fallunder the other categories el-
igible for cashless services.

ECHS, which provides allo-
pathic medicare to ex-service-
men pensioners and their de-
pendents, is structured on the
lines of CGHS to ensure cashless
transactions. Over 18 lakh benefi-
ciaries across the country used
services under ECHS in 2018-19,
shows government data.

Audio leak of BoE news conferences gave
high-speed traders head start on briefings

REUTERS
LONDON, DECEMBER 19

A ROGUE supplier has been mis-
using audio feeds from Bank of
England (BoE) news conferences
this year, the central bank said, giv-
ing traders access to potentially
market-moving information sec-
onds before rivals.

In response to a report in The
Times newspaper, Britain’s central
bank said a third-party supplier
had misused aback-up audio feed
of some of its news conferences
without its consent. Briefings by
BoE Governor Mark Carney and
other central bank officials often
move the prices of financial assets
such as currencies and govern-
ment bonds, and early access to
their comments could allow
traders to make millions.

The supplier sent the feed to
high-speed traders who could
have had a five to eight second
head start because sound can be
compressed and transmitted
faster than video, The Times said.

“We have recently identified
thatanaudio feed of certain of the
Bank press conferences...hasbeen

Yahoo Japan exits Oyo’s
Japan apartment venture

REUTERS
TOKYO,DECEMBER19

SOFTBANK-CONTROLLED
YAHOO Japan has pulled out of a
Japanese apartment rental ven-
ture with Oyo Hotels and Homes,
in the latest setback for the loss-
making Indian startup.

Yahoo Japan said it exited the
venture Oyo Life,inwhichithada
33.9 per cent stake, to focus on
otherinitiatives. The internet firm
hasled awave of consolidationin
Japan this year, buying online
fashion retailer Zozo Inc and
Scooping up messaging app oper-
ator Line Corp.

Oyo, also backed by SoftBank
Group, on Thursday said it has
bought the Oyo Life shares held by
Yahoo Japan, now known as Z
Holdings, for an undisclosed
amount. Oyo expanded rapidlyin
India and abroad by promising to
drive up hotel occupancy through
itsonline booking system, but has
faced pushback from hoteliers
who say they have been blind-
sided by hidden fees.

The startup has been forced to
relax expansion targets in Japan,
whereitalsolaunched a platform
for hotel reservations this yearand
faced complaints over its booking
system and unmet promises of
payment for room renovations.

PCNDTA, New administrative Building “A” wing 3rd floor,
Near Akurdi Railway Station Pune-411044
Email : cepmrda @ gmail.com

PMRDA invites proposal through e-tendering for “CONVERSION
OF EXISTING 220 KV OVERHEAD LINES TO UNDERGROUND
CABLE INFRINGING THE METRO RAIL ALIGNMENT OF PUNE
METRO LINE 3 PROJECT WHICH INCLUDES ENGINEERING,
SUPPLY, ERECTION, TESTING, COMMISSIONING OF THE
WORKS AND, DISMANTLING OF UNUTILISED TOWERS AND
HANDING OVER OF THE WORKS.Pune Dist.”

The Tender document can be downloaded from the website :
www.mahatenders.gov.in from 20/12/2019 at 16:00 Hrs.
onwards. Last date for submission of the proposal is 14/01/2020
up to 18:00 Hrs. The changes in tender notice and relevant
information will be available on www.mahatenders.gov.in

Sd/- (Vikram Kumar)
Metropolitan Commissioner & CEO
Pune Metropolitan Region Development Authority,Pune

Bank of England Governor
Mark Carney. Reuters file photo

misused by a third-party supplier
to the Bank since earlier this year
to supply services to other exter-
nal clients,” the UK central bank
said. “This wholly unacceptable
use of the audio feed was without
the Bank’s knowledge or consent,
and is being investigated further,”
it said in a statement, without
naming the supplier. The BoE has
referred the misuse of the feed to
the Financial Conduct Authority

Bank of England
holds rates steady

London: Bank of England says
it has decided to hold its key
interest rate at 0.75 per cent,
as markets widely expected.
The decision was announced
Thursday after a regular
monetary policy meeting.
The bank said seven of the
nine members of its mone-
tary policy committee had
voted to keep the rate un-
changed, and that two con-
tinued to back a quarter-
point reduction. AP

regulator, which is expected to
start a scoping exercise, that can
take months, before deciding
whether to launch any investiga-
tion into potential offences such
as market abuse.

Hedge funds have long sought
to steal a march on rivals by get-
ting data first, and the pressure to
dosohasgrowninrecentyearsas
many funds have struggled to out-
perform market indexes, reduc-

ing the fees they can charge. Funds
now scour the market for sets of
“alternative data” that can give
them an edge, which in turn has
spawned anindustry of data sup-
pliers and service providers who
charge thousands of pounds for
their products and subscriptions.

InSeptember, the ECBaddeda
publicaudio feed for its news con-
ferences onits website,inaddition
toitsusual video webcast. The cen-
tral bank said this was to allow all
to follow the briefing in “almost
real time”. The ECB had become
concerned that unaffiliated ven-
dors were selling an unauthorised
audio feed of its conferences to
market participants, thoughitwas
notclear how the suppliers gained
access to the sound. There is a lag
of about 30 seconds between the
ECB’snew low-latency audiofeed
and its video webcast. The BoE's
audio feed was intended as a fall-
backoptionifits official video feed
of its news conferences failed, ac-
cording to The Times.

The US Federal Reserve only
provides a combined video and
audio feed. A Fed spokesman said
the central bank streams its press
conferences live on the internet.

BRIEFLY

MMTCto
import 12,500

tonnesonion

New Delhi: MMTC has con-
tracted an additional 12,500
tonnes of edible bulb from
Turkey to boost domestic
availability.

Balkrishna
is Ruchi
SoyaCMD

New  Delhi:  Acharya
Balkrishna has been ap-
pointed as the chairmanand
managing director of Ruchi
Soyaand SwamiRamdev as
non-executive director onits
newly constituted board, ac-
cording to a BSE filing.

Hyundai
unveils new
compact sedan

Chennai: Hyundai Motor
India on Thursday unveiled
its upcoming compact
sedan Aurawhichit plansto
launch next month.

Willlookatany
opportunity:
DeltaonAirIndia

Mumbai: American carrier
Delta Air Lines Thursday did
not rule out the possibility of
investingin Air India, saying
it will “look at any opportu-
nity” thatfitsits plan, Jimmy
Eichelgruen, Director(Sales)
for Africa, Middle East and
India at Delta Air Lines said.

IL&FS getsnod
forsaleofits

education biz

New Delhi: The IL&FS Group
Thursday said Justice (Retd)
D K Jain, who is overseeing
the IL&FS resolution and di-
vestment process, has gra-
nted approval for the sale of
itseducation business, Scho-
olnet India Ltd, to Career
Point Publications. PTI

UTT MF files for IPO, 5 shareholders to sell stakes

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,DECEMBER 19

AFTER A long delay, UTI Asset
Management Company (UTI
AMC(), a leading asset manage-
ment firm, has filed its offer docu-
ment with the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi) for
an initial public offering (IPO) of
up to 3.89 crore equity shares of
face value of Rs 10 each at a pre-
mium. The fund’s US-based
strategic investor T Rowe Price
Internationalis also selling part of
its stake in the IPO.

Life Insurance Corporation of
India (LIC), Bank of Baroda (BoB)
and State Bank of India (SBI) —
which manage their own existing
AMCs and hold 18.24 per cent
eachin UTTAMC —are selling 1.04
crore shares of UTI AMC through
the IPO. Punjab National Bank
(PNB) and T Rowe Price
International are also selling 38
lakh shares of UTI. The net offer

It is the seventh largest asset management company
in India in terms of mutual fund assets as of
September 2019, according to rating agency Crisil.
Its total AUM was Rs 154,230 crore

would constitute around 30.59
per cent of the post-offer equity
capital of UTTAMC.

PNB, which exited its AMC
joint-venture last year, also owns
18.24 per cent stake.

As the crossholding rules of
Sebi apply to all the four promot-
ers, SBI, LIC and BoB will have to
bring down the stake in UTIAMC,
also known as UTI Mutual Fund,
to below 10 per cent and give up
board seats as they also have their
own AMCs. TRowe Price holds the
remaining 26 per cent stake in UTI
Mutual Fund. InMarch 2018, Sebi
had introduced crossholding lim-
its in mutual funds to eliminate
potential conflicts of interest.

The markets regulator then

Indian I'T
professional
among 5
charged with
insider trading

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW YORK,DECEMBER19

ANINDIANIT professional and his
four friends have been charged by
the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) with insider
trading for repeatedly trading on
confidential earnings information
aboutaSSilicon Valley cloud-com-
puting company, reaping millions
of dollars in trading profits.

Janardhan Nellore, 42 a former
[T administrator at the technology
company in Silicon Valley, was at
the center of the trading ring, us-
ing his IT credentials and work
contacts to obtain highly confi-
dential information about his em-
ployer’s quarterly earnings and fi-
nancial performance, the
Commission said in a statement.

As alleged in the complaint,
until he was terminated earlier
this year, Nellore traded in his
company’s securities based on the
confidential information or tipped
his four friends.

mandated that if a shareholder
has more than 10 per cent inter-
estinamutual fund, it cannot hold
a similar-sized stake in another
fund house and would also have
to give up its board positions.
Sebi has been insisting that
UTT's four domestic shareholders
will have to pare their stakes to
less than 10 per cent each and re-
jected the requests of sharehold-
ers for extension of stake sale.
“However, as UTI Mutual Fund
didn’t have a chief executive, it
was unable to push for an IPO
through which the four promot-
ers could have offloaded their
stake. The board of the UTI Mutual
Fund couldn’t appoint a full-time
CEOafter LeoPuri’s tenuread MD

ended last year,” said an official.

UTI AMC and its predecessor
— Unit Trust of India — have been
active in the asset management
industry for more than 55 years,
having established the first mu-
tual fund in India.

UTIAMCis the seventh largest
asset management company in
India in terms of mutual fund as-
setsas of September 2019, accord-
ing torating agency Crisil. Its total
assets under management(AUM)
was Rs 154,230 crore.

It also had the largest share of
monthly average AUM attributa-
ble to B30 cities of the top ten
Indian asset management com-
panies as of March 31, 2019, ac-
cording to Crisil.

UTI AMC's consolidated total
income equalled Rs 500 crore and
Rs 520 crore for the six-month pe-
riods ended September 2019 and
2018, respectively, and Rs 1080
crore, Rs 1,160 crore and Rs 1050
crore for the fiscals ended March
2019,2018 and 2017, respectively.

China comes out with
new tariff exemptions for
US chemical, oil products

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BEIJING,DECEMBER 19

CHINA ANNOUNCED Thursday a
list of US chemicals that will be ex-
empted from import tariffs, just
under a week after Beijing and
Wiashington agreed a trade agree-
ment thatadialled down tensions
between the two.

Both the countries have ex-
changed blows for more than a
year, on Friday announced a mini-
agreement to reduce some levies
in a bruising trade war that has
dragged on global growth.

Beijing released alist Thursday
of products that will no longer be
subject to the tariffs, including cer-
tain types of industrial glue and
adhesives, industrial polymers
and types of paraffin, which can
be found in cosmetics and food.

The exemptions will come
into force from December 26 un-
til December 25 next year, accord-
ing to a statement from the
Customs Tariff Commission of the
State Council. Last week’s “phase
one” deal saw US President
Donald Trump cancel a planned
new wave of tariffs on Chinese

‘Phase one’
trade pact in

early January

Washington: US Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin
said on Thursday the United
States and China would sign
their so-called Phase one
trade pact at the beginning
of January, adding that it
was completely finished
and just undergoing a tech-
nical “scrub.” He said the
trade deal had already been
put down on paper and
translated. REUTERS

products, and China in turn say-
ing it would suspend additional
measures on US goods.

In September, China said it
would exempt 16 categories of
US products from tariffs includ-
ing seafood items and anti-can-
cer drugs. China announced ear-
lier this month that it will offer a
tariff waiver to “some” imports
of major products US soybean
and pork.
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

CROSSWORD 3993 DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL
ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Life is full of It's time to give a
surprises, butitall special message to
depends on how you allyou artistic and
deal with them. creative types,
Sometimes you can be too whatever your particular forte:
brash and insensitive. However,  thisis no time for wild self-
over the next few weeks you expression, but rather for
can probably get away with practical skills and traditional
being outspoken and even disciplines. You'll never make a
argumentative. Don’t forget to dream come true unless you
follow your own advice. work atit.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21) SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Mercury has now What other people
withdrawn fromits often fail to realise is
one relationship thatyoucanbe
. with your sign, only extremely good at
CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson to replace it with another, so a building up a shrewd grasp of
great deal of what hasbeensaid  thefacts, a quality which means
in haste or anger may now be thatyouare aboutto
considered no more thanwater ~ experience certain very
under the bridge. There’snouse  important advantages
in dwelling on the past. in the financial arena.
ACROSS DOWN Stick to your guns.
1 Potonthe 1 Cocktails carpenters find GEMINI (May 22 - June 21) '
lawn (5) boring? (7) Venus,a planet with SAGITTARIUS (No_v24 -Dec22)
4 Ambitious to lead (2-5) 2 Abitter draught for acriticaland . An entire group of
8 Stick around for a drink assembled Argonauts (9) benevolqnt r_ole in planets 15 how
perhaps (3) 3 Apie’s turned brown (5) . your a}gfalric,l,_lshnow en%ourrellglrhg youto
9 Notabigaudience, though 4 He looks radiant, but coming fo your aid, whic golorthan

it was for charity (9) could look furious (6)

10 A boy champion 5 He should be fit to revise

means that, personally and
professionally, you have too
much going for you to be

multiply, metaphorically
speaking of course. Spread
yourself as widely as possible

coréfépntegl with suet the tale (7) q sidetracked by peoplewhodon’'t  and let the whole world share

pudding (7) 6 Stratagem used to understand you. Youmighteven  inyour hope and faithin the

11 The innocent rise up and catchabird (3) end up making a profit. future. Traditional values will
start the break out (5) 7 Lived in thg past (5) sustain your vision of a

13 Ltlcom(eﬁs)as a sudden 12 A leadlr})g(gsght in the CANCER (JtAne 22 -tJuly ﬁ’.) better world.

ow cinema? n emotional tie or

15 A way of acting (6) 14 It makes one wild what MARVI N by TO m ArmSt ron g attachment may CAPRICORN (Dec.23 -Jan 20)

18 Angry :les(a )rodent that is peopl? do )When they ?:cv(\),rll)seidered The }Nhertl it co?es to
trapped (5 retire (3,4 L _ . ong-term lndances,

19 Canada’s ratable 16 Granted, it might be point is that important timingis of the
exchange (7) searchingly u;ge d(7) planetary pressures have been essence. Do not be

21 Financial expert comes 17 Decorate without a lifted, which means that you tempted to follow get-rich-
into trouble (9) central point and it may take a fresh look at all quick schemes. The lure of

23 Ah ioht? Perh b dv (6 current relationships. If instant winnings may
no teé\gy wels erhaps 18 V\e/!rc(g)nn;et? r%é:sl er(sach anything seems to be be nothing more than an

24 Stop being loyal (7) pieces of news (5) bothering you, it's 'ghat a illusion, so be patient. When a

25 Return the ones 20 Swimming club he joined (5) gartner s sincerity is open to loved one comes to you witha

- oubt. Give them time to spending plan, tell them to

chosen (5) 22 Eggs remaining sound (3) explain themselves. think again.

Solutions Crossword 3992: Across: 1 Appreciate, 8 Rooks, 9 Epigram, 10 Spendiit, LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)

'IIE'I ;Aitch., 12 DScribe,z'I; Boardz L? AnéloA)f/,C'IQ Etmeégfs.:cz: C:;;Ener:c 272 EGueis, ?73 5 Just tolook at the To those who know

nterprise. bown: loneer, aseaq, reate, gitato, gret, mphnasises, 1 1 1

Resistance, 13 Bayonet, 15 Regrets, 16 Terror, 18 Niece, 20 Eager. Vn\}lllr:ilisp(;)é?etls.\;\rllise a Zg;ﬁ’ggu Sé‘?s(éf;gen an

very positive to be around,

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get

the answer for the given quip.
Don’t__,just__.-Horace(5...,.2)

AROID EERRDH

AGRNT ADEMSK

90BIOH - "0p IsN[ “YUIYI 3,U0( :Jomsuy

Difficulty Level 5s
Instructions

Tosolve a Sudoku puzzle,
every digitfrom1t09
must appearineach of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows and ineach of the
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level
Ts=Veryeasy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s=
Genius

SUDOKU 4065
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NOTICEBOARD

RETAIL CONCLAVE- JIMS, ROHINI

PGDM Retail Management Dept. at JIMS Rohini organised Retail
Conclave 2019 on 'Enhancing Customer Engagementin Chang-
ing Retail Landscape' recently. As retailers look for ways to differ-
entiate in today's highly competitive market, customer engage-
ment strategies have become the critical components for
optimizing the customer's shopping experience. Manoj Kulka-
rni, ED, Nielsen was the Chief Guest, & Deepak Chaudhary, Dir.
Sales and CEQ, Audi (New Delhi West) was the Guest of Honour
onthe occasion. The event started with [amp lighting ceremony
followed by the welcome address by Pooja Jain, Director JIMS.

EXHIBITION- WORLD UNIVERSITY OF DESIGN

School of Visual Arts, at the World University of Design
(WUD) organized a 3-day long exhibition of the winners of
the National Youth Painting Competition - ‘Tawny Teal Tan’
to motivate creative students and prepare them for a profes-
sional career ahead. The competition which witnessed over-
whelming response from young students from different na-
tionalities between the age group of 15-18 years, was aimed
at identifying students with best creative potential. As part
of the 3 day-long exhibitions at Art Gallery, WUD Campus 50
best entries were showcased.

AWARD-GGSIP UNIVERSITY

A professor at University School of Environment Management
(USEM) of IP University and Director - Int’| Affairs of the University
Prof. Anubha Kaushik has been recently conferred with coveted
FESM Award at 39th Annual Conference of the Academy of Environ-
mental Biology organised at ICAR, Lucknow recently. Prof. Kaushik
is recipient of a number of national and international awards in past for
outstanding contribution in the field of Environment Management.

EDUCATION

FUNCTION- GGSIP UNIVERSITY

Univ. School of Information, Comm’n & Technology (USIC&T), IP
University organized Prize Distribution Ceremony for the B. Tech
Major Project Competition 2019 at the Dwarka campus. The
students of the affiliated engineering colleges of the University
participated in the competition. Prof. R K Khandal,President - In-
dia Glycals Ltd. was the chief guest. The VC of the Univ. Prof.
Mahesh Verma also graced the occasion. According to the Dean
- USIC&T Prof. Arvinder Kaur, the major project was conducted
under the supervision of experts from reputed institutes and orga-
nizations like DRDO, CSIR and Ministry of Railways, etc.

FELICITATION- INTELLIGENT MINDS TRUST

Intelligent Minds Trust (IMT),a group of 256 educationists which in-
clude, Chairmen, Directors, Advisers and Principals of private
schools held a ceremony recently where Manan Budhraja was felic-
itated with Excellence in School Education Awards, 2019 by His Excel-
lency "Lord Dubs" & "Baroness Thornton" Members, House of Lords,
"Seema Malhotra" Honourable British Parliamentarian- Feltham &
Heston (UK) along with "Guru Gaur Gopal Das Ji, Sanyam Bharadwaj,
Controller of Examination, CBSE, Sh. Manish Agrawal, RO, CBSE & Mr.
Rajesh Bajaj, Chairman, IMT at "The House of Commons, British
Parliament".

VISIT-BHATNAGAR INT’L SCHOOL

The students of Class VIl endeavoured to learn about history of India's
cultural heritage atthe Royal City - Jaipur. They visited several world
heritage sites - Hawa Mahal, The Amer Fort, Jantar Mantar, Raja Jai
Singh's Museum to name a few. The visitation added to their learnings
about rich scietific and vast expanse of India'sriches. The Jaipur trip
was a two nights and threedays activity, wherein the learners partic-
ipated in fun games and went for shopping in the pink city.

SOLUTION SUDOKU 4064

situation, [ am concerned that
you might become too selfish
and demanding emotionally.

This will not serve your cause,
so watchit. You'd do better to
start by asking partners what
they want.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
Those of you chasing
professional success
should feel confident
that, evenif
applications don’t succeed, they
all represent vital steps on the
path, or rungs on the ladder, if
you prefer. You'll be keeping
your romantic secrets, perhaps
because you sense that
someone is not ready to hear
what you have to say.

CELEBRATIONS, EVENTS, APPOINTMENTS, HONOURS

CONFERENCE-AMITY UNIVERSITY

To abreast the students about the research & developments in
food science and technology and assessing the future of food
processing industry, Amity Institute of Food and Technology orga-
nized a National Conference AMIFOST 2019 on “Functional Foods
- Research, Innovations & Challenges” at University Campus
Noida. The objective of the conference was to deliberate uponin-
novations in technology for value added food products and prac-
tices. The conference witnessed the participation of Scientists,
Researchers, Entrepreneurs, Academicians, Chemists, Dietitians,
Nutritionists, Engineers, Technologists from across the country.

BOOK RELEASE

Prodigy author Anantinee 'Jhumpa' Mishra's second book and debu-
tant novel was released recently at the Constitution Club of India,New
Delhi. The book was released by the dignitaries : Mani Shankar Aiyar
(Former Union Gabinet Minister Indian Diplomat), Padma Vibhushan
Dr. S. Mansingh ( MP, Rajya Sabha), P Misra (MP, Lok Sabha) & Dr
Sasmit Patra (MP, Rajya Sabha). The name of of the novel is ' Manhat-
tanto Munnar' & is published by Invincible Publisher, Gurgaon. Anan-
tinee is of 12 yrs age ,studying in std.7 at Apegjay School, Saket,New
Delhi. The first book that she had published was a compilation of
short stories &is considered as best selling children short story book.

VISIT- SOMERVILLE SCHOOL, NOIDA

German students of class VIl visited library at Max Mueller Bhawan,
New Delhi. The purpose of this visit was to make students familiar
with German culture & literature and consequently They were shown
ashort movie based on the history n culture of Germany which en-
riched their knowledge. Later the librarian shared many informa-
tions pertaining to library such as the facilities it provides to Ger-
man students.The visit was completed with many fun games.

PLAY-SOMERVILLE SCHOOL NOIDA

Somerville School Noida hosted the annual English play titled
Across the Universe recently. The play is a revolutionary rock musi-
cal that re-imagines America in the 1960. The protagonist, Jude
played by Lakshya Jaswal, Lucy, played by Yashaswini Kaul and
Sadie played by Saumya truly raised the play to another level. The
choir and musicians particularly drummers, Madhav Mehta and
Parth Tuli, guitarists, Neel and Harsh and Joshua on the keyboard
were highly appreciated by the audience. More than 300 children
participated in the musical extravaganza. The auditorium was
packed with parents, ex students and distinguished guests.

ASIAN LAW COLLEGE As part of its ‘Distinguished Lecture
Series’, Asian Law College hosted Prof. (Dr.) T. K. Oommen, the
renowned Indian sociologist, author, educationist and Professor
Emeritus, for ALC’s “Distinguished Lecture Series — An Expert
Talk” recently. The topic for the talk on the day focussed on
“Sociology”.The session was an interactive session with
students, turned out to be quite interesting and comprehensive
for students pursuing 5-year BA-LLB course from the ALC
campus.

Fortune Institute of International Business (FIIB), India, and
Burgundy School of Business, France, will contribute by
motivating the stakeholders through the 5th edition of
International Management Conference (IMC) on the Advances in
Management through Research, Innovation & Technology
(AMRIT),where more than 20 management experts from various
countries, including Australia, France, India, Kuwait, Nepal, New
Zealand, Portugal, UK and USA, will address the concerns of
research, innovation and technology, inspiring the audience to
better the existing management education and practices.

CELEBRATION- BILLABONG SCHOOL

Billabong celebrated the wonderfulcompletion of a DECADE of
Sanchetna - A centre for students with special needs under the
aegis of G.D. Education Society. It was a dream envisioned by Direc-
tor, Jasmine Gandhi which further sprouted and got nurtured with
the support and guidance of co-founder Late Joyshree Mukherjee in
the year 2009. Sanchetna is a pioneer move in integrated and inclu-
sive education.

encouraging change in all
things, even though your
actions are often very helpful
and positive. However, it may
now be your turn to stick to the
past and hang on to what you
know best.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Much depends on
how you handle
discussions with
people at home. If

something seems to be unsaid,

be the first to bring it into the
open. Powerful planetary
relationships will help you
accomplish most practical
tasks, perhaps because they
give you the determination to
win through.
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22 EXPRESS ADDA

‘We need accountability and supervision;
we don’t need suspicion’

N Chandrasekaran in conversation with The Indian Express Group Executive Director Anant Goenka and The Financial Express Managing Editor Sunil Jain at Express Adda at Taj Lands End, Bandra, Mumbai

Shom Hinduja, President, Alternative
Energy and Sustainability Initiatives,
Hinduja Group

Shekhar Bajaj, Chairman and
Managing Director, Bajaj Electricals

(Left) AP Parigi, Former Managing Director, Entertainment Network India Limited
with Sudhanshu Vats, Group CEO and Managing Director, Viacom18 Media Private
Limited

ata Sons Chairman N Chandrasekaran

was the guest at the Express Adda in

Mumbai last week. He spoke with

Anant Goenka, Executive Director,
The Indian Express Group, and Sunil Jain, Managing
Editor, Financial Express, on his book Bridgital Nation,
the economic slowdown and how the liquidity
problem is largely behind us.

On the fear of machines
replacing human beings

In general, whenever there has been a
technology disruption, it has dramatically
increased the market opportunity and has
created a huge number of jobs. This was
true at the time of steam engines, electric-
ity, you can go back and look at any big dis-
ruption or technological breakthrough. But
the problem is that there is a period when
this disruption happens and then the im-
pact happens with a lag and there is a pe-
riod where there are a lot of jobs that are
lost. But from the technology disruption
that we are currently talking about, Al and
Mission Learning and whatever else that
we can bundle together, IOT (Internet of
Things), Cloud, and everything else, there
are two points [ want to make. One is, this
will create jobs here and now, but coming
specifically to the book (Bridgital Nation),
which is focused on India, I think the op-
portunity clearly isimmense. India has fun-
damentally a lot of demand and we have a
lot of supply in terms of talent. And we are
trying to solve the demand problem differ-
ently and the supply problem differently.
As aresult, we are not getting both to meet.

What do we mean by that? We have a
shortage of healthcare. Our patient-to-doc-
tor ratio is one of the worst in the world. If
you take rural areas, it's even worse. Same
thing can be said of education, judiciary,
physical infrastructure, and we don’t have
the luxury of time and the luxury of capital
tobe able to do it the traditional way. So the
only way to solve this problem is using
technology. If you can bring this technol-
ogy to the common people, then it dramat-
ically changes the equation.

On the government
and private sector
working together

Unfortunately, we have a problem in
our country. We either blame the govern-
ment, or we blame somebody. I think this
will require everybody to play a part.
Private sector can play a big part. The prob-
lem is that the environment has to be cre-
ated for the private sector. Let’s say, for ex-
ample, we want to fix primary healthcare.
It can be done. It will require government

and private sector to work together. Not
necessarily in terms of JVs or anything like
that but clarity has to be there on who
does what.

On GDP numbers and
economic slowdown

You can’t react to one quarter’s GDP. |
believe this market has huge potential.
There are a number of trends and these
trends are irreversible. Rising aspiration of
peopleisirreversible. Whether it is a polit-
ical mistake, whether it is an economic
slowdown, it doesn’t matter. These things
will happen. But what we are going
through is also a correction process. We
have had excesses. These excesses have to
be corrected. Only thing is we are taking
too long to correct those excesses. If so
much NPA is there, the fact is, it’s there. It
has all accumulated in front of our eyes. So
this correction has to happen, but it has to
happen fast.

On whether the headlines
have affected what foreign
markets think of India

You see, the problem you have today is
very different from seven or eight years ago.
Earlier, if there was a problem, there would
be anewspaper article in the morning and
after that people would forget it. But now
whatis happeningis there is a tweet, every-
body is a reporter, and (there are)
WhatsApp groups. So the negative percep-
tion of anything is of a different magnitude.

On whether we need to

become more protectionist

It's a case by case phenomenon. There
are areas in which you need to open up and
areas which you need to calibrate. We have
to calibrate, there’s no question. We can’t
just say that everything is fine. There are
repercussions if already the small and
medium entrepreneurs, people in a partic-
ular sector are suffering, and you just have
to take that into account. Because we have
so much of growth potential, we need to
make sure we have the right environment
to capture the growth potential, competi-
tionis always a good thing. But at the same
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Advocacy, Tata Sons
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George Varghese, Group CEO, The Indian Express, presents a portrait by
Suvajit Dey, Illustrator, The Indian Express, to N Chandrasekaran

time, we have to calibrate. We can’t just
say that we are open for everything,. It can-
not be done like that.

On whether the government

is open to suggestions

[will tell you one thing about this gov-
ernment, they probably work harder than
anyone else. Second, I have not found a sit-
uation where I had to say something — |
don’t go and meet them regularly — butif
I have to communicate on a policy matter,
I have found them to be very receptive. At
least, I can put my point across. For exam-
ple, you take the power sector. What
should be the reforms? If you take the real
estate sector, what is the real situation on
the ground? If these are the things | want
to communicate, I find they patiently hear
and take the inputs. Whether that input
will drive their vision, I cannot say and I
cannot expect also. I'm pretty sure there
are 20 other people giving them inputs.
So I'm only hoping that if 25 people give
inputs, they will synthesise it in some
form and take a call. If  run my company,
it's the same thing. If ten people want to
give me inputs, [ will listen, and finally I
will take a call on what I think is right.

On whether we should be

protective about our data

We should be careful about data. The
coreissue is simple. In data, one is privacy
and the other is ownership of data and lo-
calisation. And these two are real issues.
There is a case from the tech companies’
point of view why consolidation of data
in single location, free movement of data
enables more tools to be applied. But there
is an equally strong case of ownership of
data which has originated in a country, we
have control over that data and there are
three-four possible solutions. The solu-
tions will not be uniform, they have to be
bilateral. There will be some countries
where you have reciprocal arrangements,
in some countries you cannot have.
Geopolitical relationship between nations
alsoinfluence. And there are two or three
possible alternatives and that need to be
discussed. Between India and the US, this
has to be agreed and each one will max-
imise what they will get out of it.

On India’s technological
capabilities

Unfortunately, you know, we don’t ap-
preciate what we have. India has every
strength that is required to be able to cre-
ate exceptional platforms on the more so-
phisticated technologies as far as this par-
ticular area is concerned. Where we lack
is in the hardware area but definitely in
software, Al and machine learning and
everything else, we can create world-
class platforms and it will happen. So,
when it will happen, who will doit,Idon’t
the answer, but we are on a journey. You
have to appreciate that our growth in this
area has been in last 10—15 years.

| don’t meet them (the
government) regularly, but if
| have to communicateona
policy matter, | have found
them to be very receptive. At
least, | can put my point
across... | find they patiently
hear and take the inputs”

On the need to put in more
money for research

We need to create more PhDs, we
need to put in more money for more re-
search. Our problem is that we don’t in-
vest in research. The PhDs are not re-
spected, even the people who do PhDs,
they don’t do pure research immediately,
they go back and take a job because the
industry pays them more than academia.
And even if you want to set up something
in our institutions, to give an environ-
ment, it’s very hard. If you want to do big
scale research and want to create an en-
vironment in our institutions, the whole
process that we have to go through to do
thatis very hard. So, to promote research,
we need to create high paying jobs for re-
searchers and we have to make it very at-
tractive, otherwise we will create all these
skills and they will go and then join
the industry and do everything other
than research.

Some companies have lot of research
but collectively we can do more. Software
is one area, but in many other areas we
need to be creating more research, butit’s
just not us alone.

So, overall how do you create the
ecosystem, how do you work with the in-
stitutions, how do you fund research in
multiple institutions, how do you make
itattractive so that those people continue
to do research. In most of the western
countries, when they go into research,
that’s a professional career for a lifetime,
they don’t move away from that but in
our system, it is not like that. They will get
three-four years experience and then
they will move away. Because our system
doesn’t allow people to do the research
and then parallely do other things. So we
have issues which we need to fix.

On whether we need govt
involvement in institutions
and corporates

[ think empowerment is critical and
agility is critical and state funding is crit-
ical but at the same time for many of the
things — when people do research, they
need the freedom to do so. I think we
need simplified rules, at the same time
we need accountability. I feel we need
supervision, we don't need suspicion.
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VOICE BANK

RIDDHISH SONI
RESEARCH SCIENTIST AT INDIANINSTITUTE OF REMOTE SENSING, INDIAN SPACE
RESEARCH ORGANIZATION

Whatis the role of Tata companies in bringing about sustainable
agriculture and new techniques like precision agriculture for the
Indian ecosystem?

Itis too large a question. See, we have one of our companies focused on
agriculture. They do alot of work but I think the problem needs to be
addressed, alot more can be done and we have a limited role that we play.
Probably, there is potential for us to expand our role; we will think about that.

SUNILALAGH
CHAIRMAN, SKA ADVISORS PVTLTD

In today’s world, both in terms of organisations, when youreach a certain
level, is the boss more important or the organisation?
Always the organisation.

CHHAVIMOODGAL
HEAD OF STRATEGY, INCRED

You spoke about the potential of people and how they contribute to the
growth of the nation but the other thing we need is capital and
environment.The past few months has been very tight when it comes to
liquidity, particularly for small and medium scale enterprises. What are
your suggestions to ease that off?

On this liquidity question, I think it is behind us. This is my own assessment, of
what we see — from our own NBFC, our distributors and dealers, whether itis
Tata Steel or Tata Motors — from all our companies. We deal with a lot of SMEs
and our assessment at this point in time is that the liquidity problem s largely
behind us. There may be still issues here and there but it is largely behind us.
And I thinkitis a one-off.Ido not thinkitis a cyclical thing. But I think the
potential is there, capital will flow as long as they can execute.

AYAZMEMON
SPORTS WRITER

What made you take up marathon? Iam sure you are not doing it in two
hours, probably much longer than it. Is that ‘me’ time or are you resolving
lot of issues while you are running?

So, ‘me’ time is the time you resolve issues also (laughs). Marathon time is very
meditative, you keep running and I don’t listen to music. I just keep running, so
many thoughts come to my mind, sometimes business, sometimes next run, it
could be anything. I organise my thoughts, definitely the day’s agenda comesin
the mind, but you don’t control it. It’s not like you decide that today whileam
running, | am going to think about this, so you let go.
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Catch2.2m

Kolkata break the bank — Rs 15.5cr or $ 2.2 mn — to get the services of Pat Cummins; KXIP bag Maxwell for Rs 10.75 cr

SHAMIK CHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA,DECEMBER19

THE OPENING bid for Pat Cummins was Rs 2
crore. Itwas just an overture, for the Australian
fast-bowling all-rounder was always going to
get alot more than his base price.

The IPL 2020 auction in Kolkata on
Thursday went on expected lines. Overseas
fast bowlers were in demand as also the big-
hitters. Almost every franchise was looking to
add an overseas fast bowler. Little wonder
then that Cummins, the most prized asset of
the auction, was sold for Rs 15.50 crore. It’s
an IPL record for a foreign player and third
most expensive in the overall list after Virat
Kohli’s retention amount of Rs 17 crore and
Yuvraj Singh’s auction value of Rs 16 crore.

Delhi Capitals wanted an overseas fast
bowler. They were part of the bidding war but
quit after a certain point. Royal Challengers
Bangalore, too, desperately wanted to have a
quality quick in their ranks. One of the rea-
sons for RCB’s underachievement has had
been the lack of an impact bowler. But at Rs
14.75 crore they stopped. Kolkata Knight
Riders seemed to be determined to have
Cummins. They broke the bank.

KKR clinched the deal in slog overs, so to
speak, joining the bidding war late. They
moved in after the bid had touched Rs 14.75
crore. “I thought he (Cummins) was the best
player of the auction. His development as a
cricketer; he’s grown, (his) body has become
robust. He is now the vice-captain of the
Australian cricket team which is a mark of his
development. Delighted to have him back.
Wonderful to secure a world-class player,”
Knight Riders coach Brendon McCullum said.

The franchise CEO Venky Mysore explained
the strategy. “We would have come in earlier.
We were certainly interested in him. (He)
played for us. We were determined to get him
when we got the first opportunity. It's great
that (Eoin) Morgan and Cummins are both
with KKR. Homecoming for them,” he said.

Fast bowlers are at a premium in mod-
ern-day cricket. A significant chunk of that
category hails from India. But all the front-
line Indian fast bowlers are happily settled
in their respective franchises. Overseas fast
bowlers going for big money simply con-
formed to the law of supply and demand.

Cummins wasn’t a case in isolation. RCB
bought South African fast-bowling all-
rounder Chris Morris -- base price Rs 1.5 crore
-- for Rs 10 crore. Having missed out on
Cummins, they spent lavishly on the next
best thing that the auction had to offer. Kings
XIPunjab forked out a whopping Rs 8.5 crore
for Sheldon Cottrell, 17 times the base price.
Unlike Cummins and Morris, the West Indies
fast bowler is an IPL greenhorn. But he is hav-
ing a very good limited-overs series in India
at the moment, and that he is a left-arm
pacer added to his value.

Even Mumbai Indians, boasting of T20’s
fast-bowling royalty -- Jasprit Bumrah and
Lasith Malinga -- spent Rs 8 crore for
Australia’s Nathan Coulter-Nile, an eight-
time increase in his base price. Chennai Super
Kings, a spin-heavy team, roped in England
seaming allrounder Sam Curran for Rs 5.5
crore and Australian fast-medium bowler
Josh Hazlewood for Rs 2 crore.

“There’s alot of money in the room spent
on very small number of players, therefore
the inflated prices,” Rajasthan Royals co-
owner Manoj Badale said.

Power-hitters earn big

In October, Glenn Maxell temporarily set
aside cricket to deal with his mental health is-
sues.He hasn’t played any competitive cricket
since. Today he went to Kings XIPunjab forRs
10.75 crore -- base price Rs 2 crore -- after
some frenetic biddings. Auction dynamics
sometimes make certain players overpriced.
But the way Kings XI went for Maxwell, it felt
like they were banking on his 154-plus T20
strike-rate that provides the x-factor.

Kings XI CEO Satish Menon said as much.
“He (Maxwell) was very much on our radar.
Middle-order was a concern for us. He’s been
with usin the past so he knows the exact lay-
out of the team. On the mental issues, these
things come and go. I'm sure he is coming
out of it. We have been tracking him a lot. We
are sure he is back in his zone.”
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Itis not about new variations but more about
varying pace according to nature of the track. In
India, the tracks are on the slower side and you need
to mix it up - sometimes fast, sometimes slow.”

KULDEEP YADAV
ON HIS VARIATIONS

Pat Cummins triggered a fierce bidding war between Delhi Capitals and Royal Challengers Bangalore. Kolkata stepped in late and pocketed the Aussie pacer.

Post-Millennials turn millionaires at auction

A boy who sold chaat, a driver’s son and one from a family of marginal farmers — all born in the aughts — strike it rich

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 19

SONS OF afarmer and a driver and a boy who
sold panipuris and slept in a tent for three
years have become millionaires overnight in
the IPL auction. Kartik Tyagi, whose father is
a small-time farmer, went for Rs 1.3 crores,
Priyam Garg, whose father is a driver now
and who used to sell milk door to door once,
went for Rs 1.9 crores and Yashasvi Jaiswal,
who spent his formative years as cricketer in
a tent, bagged Rs 2.40 crores.

On the eve of their departure to South
Africa, the India U-19 team were glued to
the IPL auction on the televisions in a sub-
urban Mumbai hotel. Ravi Bishnoi, a leg
spinner from the team, went to Kings XI
Punjab for two crores and Jaiswal and Tyagi
were picked up by Rajasthan Royals, while
Garg, the India u-19 captain, would play for
Sunrisers Hyderabad.

“My father is a small-time farmer from
Hapur. Many of my team mates have never
heard about this name before. I was watch-
ing on TV when the auction was on, 'm very
happy,” an elated UP medium pacer Tyagi
says. “The money partIwill let my papa de-
cide.Idon’t have much idea about it.’

Tyagi wanted to be a batsman when he
started the game but became a bowler. “My
father dreamt that I will be a cricketer one
day.Iwanted to be abatsman but bowling in
the nets made me a bowler. Now I feel, good
I became bowler, otherwise who knows
whether I would have played for India?”

Tyagi suffered a stress fracture on his
back and didn’t even realise the full import

KPL fixing probe: Karnataka
association secy under scanner

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, DECEMBER 19

THE CENTRAL Crime Branch (CCB) unit of
the Bengaluru police on Thusrday carried
out searches at the residence of the
Karnataka State Cricket Association (KSCA)
secretary Santosh Menon as part its inves-
tigations into the Karnataka Premier
League match-fixing case.

“In the KPL case the CCB carried out
morning raids at the house of Santosh
Menon, KSCA Secretary. A search warrant
was taken from the court,” joint commis-
sioner of police (crime) in Bengaluru city
Sandeep Patil said.

Menon is the second KSCA official to
come under the scanner for the fixing KPL
games. Earlier this month, the CCB arrested
KSCA committee member and Karnataka
u-19 coach Sudhendra Shinde. He also hap-
pens to be the manager of the KPL side

Belagavi Panthers. Shinde was arrested for
conspiring with Belagavi Panthers owner
Asfak Ali Thara and captain CM Gautam to
fix games.

“Shinde was the link between the
Panthers owner Ali and the KSCA in the KPL
fixing,” police sources said. The crime
branch has also asked KSCA to provide
ownership patterns of KPL franchise and
details about anti-corruption measures.

“We have sought a wide range of infor-
mation from the KSCA about level of mon-
itoring of matches whether corruption was
reported and what action was taken. We
have also sought information on all Indian
Premier League matches played in
Bengaluru. We are restricted to investigat-
ing matches and fixing suspected to have
occurred in Karnataka,” police sources said.

Atotal of 15 persons have been accused
in the KPL fixing scam so far including three
players, one coach, one manager, two own-
ers and several bookies from around India.

Yashasvi Jaiswal (left) and Kartik Tyagi (right). Both went to Rajasthan Royals for
Rs 2.4 crore and Rs 1.3 crore respectively. Meanwhile India Under-19 captain
Priyam Garg was taken by Hyderabad for Rs 1.9 crore.

of it for two years. Until it started to affect
his game. His father then took loans to get
the treatment done.

“We come from a very humble back-
ground. And it was a big financial strain, |
am sure, but somehow my father took loans
and managed my treatment,” Tyagi says.

Windfall before Cup

Meanwhile, Jaiswal is at a few miles
from his hotel at a ground where his cricket

had flourished. He had come to meet his
coach Jwala Singh before the team’s depar-
ture to South Africa on Friday. In a month’s
time, India would be playing their first U-
19 World Cup game.

For three years, Jaiswal had lived in a
tent at Mumbai’s Azad Maidan ground after
a relative had told the 11-year old that he
can’t sleep in their diary shop anymore. He
sold pani-puris during Ramlila, helped
ferry-walahs to sell fruits but it was the

cricket dream that had really sustained him.

Yashasvi lives with his coach these days
and people have lined up there to congrat-
ulate him. His parents live in Uttar Pradesh.
“I am yet to speak to my family, actually,”
Yashasvi says at the ground just after the
auction. “I don’t know how to react. I was at
the ground when a few media people
turned up and I watched my auction on
their phone. [ just wanted to play and get
picked by any team. I didn’t ever think
about money. As at the moment, it doesn’t
matter to me, my game is important,”
Jaiswal told The Indian Express.

“Iam just happy to be part of Rajasthan
Royals team. Everyone has come to wish
me. As far as money is concerned, [ don’t
know how I will spent, I have left it to my
coach,” he added.

The U-19 captain Garg recalled the days
when his father used to sell milk door to
door during the day and would slip aRs 10
note to him at night so that he could travel
to Meerut for cricket nets.

“My father has done all sorts of odd jobs,
from selling milk, to driving school vans, to
loading goods, just to see me become a
cricketer one day. He took me to Meerut
and made sure thatI get into a decent acad-
emy,” Garg had told this newspaper.

His father now works as a driver in the
health department. There were days when
money was tight and Garg would travel on
the roof of buses to pursue his dream.
During those lonely journeys, the budding
batsman would wonder whether he would
ever make enough money to help his fa-
ther make both ends meet. On Thursday
evening, Garg became a crorepati.

AUCTIONREPLAY

Unadkat stays relevant

JAYDEV ~UNADKAT'S value
dropped from Rs 8.4 crore at the last
auction to Rs 3 crore this term.
Rajasthan Royals bought him back but
probably they were a bit more cau-
tious after the low output from the
left-arm seamer in the 2019 IPL. Just
10 wickets from 11 matches and an
economy rate north of 10 didn’t offer
value for money. So Royals played it
smart. They offloaded Unadkat during
the trading window and then brought
him back to the fold at a much lower
price. A scarcity of quality left-arm
pacers kept the 28-year-old relevant.

Surprises on offer

EVERY IPL auction throws up afew
surprises. This one, too, was no differ-
ent. Chennai Super Kings forking out
Rs 6.75 crore raised many an eyebrow.
Kolkata Knight Riders offloaded the
veteran leg-spinner during the trad-
ing window. Then again, MS Dhoni
has the ability to make the old guards
fire. Harbhajan Singh would attest.
KKR spending Rs 4 core for Varun
Chakravarthy apparently defied logic.
Kings XI had spent a staggering Rs 8.4
crore for the mystery spinner last
term but he played just one game.
Maybe, the two-time IPL champions
wanted to have a back-up option af-
ter releasing Chawla.

14-yr-old to 48-yr-old

FOURTEEN-YEAR-OLD Afghanistan
chinaman bowler Noor Ahmad fea-
tures in the auction list. History, how-
ever, wasn't created in Kolkata, as fran-
chises didn’t bid for him. However, IPL
veteran Pravin Tambe, who at 48 was
the oldest player in the list, was
snapped up by Kolkata for his base price
of Rs 20 lakh. “Istill play witha mindset
likeIam a 20-year-old young,” Tambe,
who has an 18-year-old son, was
quoted as saying by PTI. “I will bring all
my experience and energy to the team.
And that positivity. I know that I can
bring that, even if I'm with them not
playing,” said the leg-spinner.

“People say many things but I keep
doing my job and putin alot of hard-
work. Iwill like to do well in whatever
role given to me be it in fielding or
bowling. It’s not to prove anything, If
that was the case, I could not have
played so long. I'm really excited to
play for them,” Tambe, who works as
sports teacher at DY Patil, said.

Jammu teen for SRH

Samad, 18, is a middle-order bat
who also bowls leg-spin.

J&KALL-ROUNDER Abdul Samad
had alot to cheer about on Thursday.
The 18-year-old hit an invaluable 78
against Maharashtra in the Ranji
Trophy and was later trending on
twitter within minutes of him being
snapped up by the Sunrisers
Hyderabad for Rs 20lakh. The hard-
hitting middle-order batsman who
also bowls leg-spin hails from Kala
Kot near Jammu. The son of a physi-
cal education teacher broke into the
J&K U-19 squad last year. Impressed
with his all-round skills, captain
Pervez Rasool fast-tracked him into
the senior team this year. He has not
looked back since.

Sunrisers Hyderabad stacked their
team with five uncapped Indian play-
ers — Virat Singh, Priyam Garg,
Sandeep Bavanaka, Sanjay Yadav and
Abdul Samad. In total they spent Rs
3.4 crore for the youngsters.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

Pak bowlers hit back after Kumara, Embuldeniya show

Karachi: Pakistan fought back after being dis-
missed relatively cheaply Thursday as
bowlers dominated the opening day of the
second Test against Sri Lanka in Karachi.

Lahiru Kumara and Lasith Embuldeniya
grabbed four wickets each to dismiss
Pakistan for just 191 before the home team
had the visitors at 64-3 at stumps at the
National Stadium.

Pacer Kumara took 4-49 while left-arm
spinner Embuldeniya finished with 4-71 af-
ter Pakistan won the toss.

But Pakistan staged a fightback with the
wickets of Oshada Fernando (four), Dimuth
Karunaratne (25) and Kusal Mendis (13)
leaving Sri Lanka still 127 runs behind on the
first innings.

Lanky pacer Shaheen Shah Afridi had
Fernando caught behind before Mohammad
Abbas removed Karunaratne and Mendis.

At stumps, Angelo Mathews was eight
not out and nightwatchman Embuldeniya
unbeaten on three.

Pakistan were well set at 127-3 with
Babar Azam (60) and Asad Shafiq (63) in-

Babar Azam made 60 before getting stumped off an Embuldeniya delivery. AP

volved in a 62-run stand for the fourth
wicket, but once Azam fell the home side lost
their last six wickets for just 24 runs.

Azam was shaping well after scoring his
13th half-century before Embuldeniya had
him stumped off a well-disguised delivery.

Shafiq hooked Kumara tentatively to
deep square-leg, ending Pakistan’s hopes of
a big total in their bid to win the series after
the first Test ended in a draw due to poor
weather in Rawalpindi.

Shafiq admitted the Pakistani batsmen
were undone by the wicket. “It was unex-
pected turn and seam on the first day’s
pitch,” said Shafiq, playing his 67th consec-
utive Test. “(But) If we bowl well we can get
them out in this total and then put up a win-
ning score.”

BRIEF SCORES (AT STUMPS, DAY 1):
Pakistan 191 all outin 59.3 overs (Asad Shafiq
63, Babar Azam 60, Lahiru Kumara 4-49,
Lasith Embuldeniya 4-71)vs Sri Lanka 64 for
three in 19 overs (Dimuth Karunarathne 25,
Mohammad Abbas 2-21)

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
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After IPL clutter, Mandeep declutters

After tweaking his game to prosper in the shortest format, Mandeep returnsto fundamentals to revive domestic-cricket career

GAURAVBHATT
PATIALA,DECEMBER 19

ONTHURSDAY, the murky clouds over Patiala
finally gave way for the sun, allowing the first
(almost) full-day's play of the Ranji Trophy
match between Punjab and Hyderabad. For
Mandeep Singh though, it rained and it poured.

After failing to score hundreds last season,
Mandeep now has two in two matches; the
second an unbeaten 204 that helped Punjab
take a 201-run lead. The hosts then ran
through Hyderabad's batting to leave the vis-
itors reeling at 5/30, setting up what could be
a second bonus-point win. It was during that
top-order demolition job that the Punjab cap-
tain first heard murmurs of IPL auction dis-
cussion.

“Atleast till tea, nobody had spoken of IPL.
It was when we had taken three wickets and
the match was in our control thatheard talks
like This guy was sold for this much! Thatguy's
going to that team’.I said, ‘we need more wick-
ets. This canwait’," says Mandeep. "It's normal.
During breaks, in dressing rooms, players
sometimes count down to auction day.
Youngsters want to get into IPL. But experi-
enced players need to guide them. ‘It's not in
your hands. Perform in Ranji and IPL will
come.”

Teammate Sandeep Sharmais one such ex-
perienced player. The 26-year-old medium-
pacer, who again provided an early break-
through to allow spinners Mayank Markande
and Akul Pandove to run roughshod, believes
Ranji remains the ladder to the national team.

“Ranjiis much tougher. More teams, more
talent. Players are hungrier in Ranji, to break
intoyour state team and then get the India jer-
sey," says Sandeep, who has played two T20Is.
"Yahan se hande hue players nikalte hain (Ranji
produces refined players). You look at lyer,
Agarwal in the national team, and you won't
think it's some new player. It's a readymade
India player.”

Of course, it's easy for Mandeep and
Sandeep to say; both retained by their respec-
tive franchises KXIPand SRH. "Iflamin the auc-
tion pool next year, I will also be checking my
status," says Sandeep. "But it's about impor-
tance. If ayoungster gives more importance to
IPL than Ranji trophy, that I feel is wrong."

Butwhatif you get to play IPLbefore Ranji?
Mayank Markande was picked during a
Mumbai Indians trial and finished his debut
IPL season last year with 15 wickets. Later, he
also became Punjab's top wicket-taker last
Ranji season.

“Ranji'simportance hasn't gone down, and
top performers are noticed. But with IPL, now
you have another way into the Indian team.
believe that was the case with me too,” says
the leg-spinner who played a T20Iin February.
Markande has been traded twice this year:
Mumbai handed him off to Delhi Capitals, who
passed him onto Rajasthan Royals, leaving the
22-year-old amused and richer by 1.8crore.

“It makes me laugh.Ionly learnabout these
things from news, or when people tweet at
me,” says Markande. “I have no input in the
trades, but all a player wants is to be at a team
where you'll get to play more.”

Another player refreshing his news feed
was Anmol Malhotra. The left-handed
keeper-batsman followed his 76 against
Rajasthan in the last match with a stylish 80
on Thursday; stitching crucial 100-run+ part-
nerships with Mandeep on both occasions.
The 24-year-old admitted to butterflies, but
not because he was playing his second first-
class game or first on his home ground at
Dhruv Pandove stadium.

“I've been feeling a little anxious since the
auction began,” says Malhotra, one of the 332
names to go under the hammer in Kolkata.
"But that's not a priority. Evenif go unsold, (he
did)I have Ranji,and when we took up cricket,
IPL was not the target. ‘Ranji khelenge, fir Test
matches khelenge.

T20 Batting messed up my
game: Mandeep

Mandeep is fascinated, almost envious, of
the generation of batsmen that grew up watch-
ing IPL. “They're such dynamic shotmakers.
The shots they play now. I had to learn how to
play T20 cricket because there wasn't any

Punjab skipper Mandeep Singh’s unbeaten 204 consumed 301 balls. He struck 22 fours and three sixes. Harmeet Sodhi

MS Dhoni ka bat bohot piche jaata
tha, sol tried that. Forayearortwo
then, | became so bottom-handed
that | would only get out bowled, leg
before. And that messed with my
confidence.”

MANDEEP SINGH

when I grew up. It was after the Under-19
World Cup(the class of 2010 featuring his KXIP
teammates KL Rahul and Mayank Agarwal)
that I started paying attention to how AB de
Villiers, Yuvi paji, MS Dhoni hit sixes," says
Mandeep.

It paid dividends in the short run. Mandeep
was the find of the IPL 2012, where he
outscored a Murderers’ Row of Virat Kohli,
Steve Smith, Dhoni, Sachin Tendulkar and AB
de Villiers. But fixation with 'dynamic’ batting
and emulating heavy-hitters  “Dhoni ka bat
bohot piche jaata tha, so I tried that. For a year
or two then, I became so bottom-handed that
I would only get out bowled, leg before. And
that messed with my confidence,” says
Mandeep. "The things I learned from IPL, and
being around top players, is great. ButI can say,
technically, I ruined my game, especially red-
ball cricket, by constant tinkering and it set me
back at least two years.”

He still changes things on the fly — “if it's
reverse-swinging, reduce the backift, reduce
initial movements. ThatIlearned from Sachin”
—but Mandeep believes a better understand-
ing of his batting has led to a consistent couple
of seasons. “New players, the new generation
keeps going for shots in the nets, hitting sixes
no matter the format. I have stopped trying
that," says Mandeep. "l want to spend a net ses-
sion without getting beaten once.”

Mandeep laughs when reminded that he
turned 28 the day before, and all the 'younger
generation' talk makes him sound much older.

"For a batsman, it doesn't matter. AB de
Villiers once told me, 'all good batsman be-
come great after 28'.1 am not getting younger.
But I'm definitely getting better."

BRIEF SCORES: Hyderabad 232 and 30/5
trailing Punjab 443/6 declared (Mandeep
Singh 204 not out, Anmol Malhotra 80;
Mohammad Siraj 4/74) by 171 runs.
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On the day of his India return,
Saini snares five; Delhi reeling

VISHALMENON
DECEMBER19

IT WAS a day when Navdeep Saini could
do no wrong. The pacer had hurled down
36 indefatigable overs for Delhi in their sec-
ond Ranji Trophy encounter against
Andhra at Ongole to finish with figures of
5/86. To cap it off, he realized by the after-
noon that he would be replacing an injured
Deepak Chahar for the third and final ODI
against West Indies in Cuttack.

“Deepak felt mild pain in his lower back
following the second ODI played in Vizag on
Wednesday. The BCCI medical team exam-
ined him and has suggested that the fast
bowler needs some rest in order to fully re-
cover,” the BCCl statement said. “He has thus
been ruled out of the final ODI,” it added.
Navdeep, on his part, admitted that he was
pleasantly surprised by the call-up.

He began his international career with a
bang, during the three-match T20 series
against West Indies in August. On his debut, he
returned with figures of 3/17, which included
awicketin his very first over and then finished
with a wicket maiden in the last over. The
Karnail lad went wicket-less in the second
match but impressed in the third game with
figures of 2/34 as India won the series 3-0.

The team management will be hoping
for a repeat on Sunday if he gets selected
in the playing XI. Since those heady days in
the Caribbean, Navdeep has been lying low
with a groin injury, which he picked up
during the Vijay Hazare Trophy earlier this
year. “I was injured during a Delhi-
Himachal Pradesh match and since then I
have been undergoing my rehab at the
National Cricket Academy in Bengaluru,”
he explained.

Thankfully for Delhi, he was fit and run-
ning just in time before the Ranji season

Despite Navdeep Saini’s 5/86, Delhi are
playing catch-up in the match. File

commenced. Against Andhra, he didn't do
anything spectacular. Instead, he just kept
honing in on the batsmen like a hawk
would swoop on its prey, and was re-
warded for his perseverance. “In long-form
cricket, it's your patience that counts.
Today, I just kept things simple and waited
for the batsmen to make mistakes,”
Navdeep offered.

His efforts could not mask Delhi's sordid
tale with the bat, which saw them finish ata
dismal 89/6 in their second innings — which
saw them trail by 64 runs after Andhra had
stacked up 368 on Day 3. As things stand, the
home team could still claim for the bonus
point and grab seven points if they notch up
aninnings win tomorrow. After resuming at

Gopichand on Indian badminton’s ailments: They
need a structure... earlier I was the structure

SHAHID JUDGE
MUMBAI,DECEMBER 19

PULLELA GOPICHAND has an ever-so-slight
smile on his face as he pauses and allows him-
selfamoment —amoment of reflection. About
ahalf-hour earlier, Indian badminton’s national
coach spoke about how he found a winning
formula ata time when his body could not sup-
port his playing career.

It was a formula he swore to impart on a
set of youngsters who would then go on to be-
come some of the biggest names in the world
sport. One of them got ever so close to becom-
ing only the second Indian to winanindividual
gold medallist at the Olympics, in Rio 2016.But
the question that puts Gopichand ina pensive
mood is what's changed since that historic
match in Brazil. And the Dronacharya Award
winner is not quite pleased.

“Now things are different. In 2008 onwards,
theinitial years, I was the coach, the physio, the
manager, [ was everything,” he says. “Today
there is a physio, there is a manager, there is a
masseur, international coaches, someone for
strength and conditioning... there are some 10
people. Now if [ look at (the players) they will
say, 'sir, my physio said this, my strength and
conditioning guy said this..." So now I'm two
steps back.”

P Gopichand feels that the presence of
two many specialised support staff, his
job has become tougher.

The 46-year-old, a former world no 5 who
became only the second Indian (after Prakash
Padukone) to win the prestigious All England
Championships in 2001, has had a telling im-
pact on Indian badminton.

Now Sindhu has a strength and
conditioning coach, shehasa
physio, she has a masseur, she has
amanager, she has parents... She's
surrounded. In 2016, the pressure
was mine.”

PULLELA GOPICHAND

With the emergence of his ward Saina
Nehwal, a new and successful chapter had
started for Indian badminton. Nehwal, who
won India’s first ever Olympic medal in bad-
minton by winning bronze at London 2012,
became the first Indian woman to become
world no 1, Kidambi Srikanth became the first
Indian man since Padukone (1980)toreach the
top spot in 38 years, PV Sindhu won silver in
women’s singles at Rio 2016 and also became
the first ever Indian to win gold at the World
Championships.

Presently, there are three men’s singles
players, two in the women’s singles event, and
one men’s doubles pair ranked in the top 25.
And Gopichand has been close at hand to wit-
nessitall. But he laments that the way the sport
has grown that has not allowed a stable struc-
ture to exist.

“Indian badminton needs a structure.
Earlier, I was the structure. Everything had to go

through me,” Gopichand says, on the side-line
of a Badminton Gurukul event. “Now Sindhu
has a strength and conditioning coach, she has
aphysio, she has a masseur, she hasamanager;,
she has parents... She's surrounded. In 2016,
the pressure was mine. What she eats, what
she drinks, where she goes, that was all my de-
cision. What Saina did was my decision. But
now Saina has (her own support team). So
everytime I ask them about something, 'sir my
physiois saying this... We are actually dealing
with another ecosystem. I have one thought
process, someone else has another. SoIsay this
is my formula, the player has their own for-
mula. We need alittle more organisation to set
up a structure.”

For a while, Gopichand was where bad-
minton coaching started and finished in India.
And he’s proven his ability to produce world
beating players, just like some of his foreign
peers who are now dominant coaches. It'sa
goal he continues to strive towards even today,
but he cannot help shake the feeling that he’s
steadily losing grip of being the one in charge
of that conveyor belt of top-notch shuttlers.

“This is now too big for Gopichand to man-
age. You have a Park Joo-Bong for Japan, Li
Yongbo for China, where they are the supreme
authority and nobody questions them. But in
India it's different,” he adds, just as that smile
fades.

Inlong-form cricket, it's your
patience that counts. Today, | just
kept things simple and waited for
the batsmen to make mistakes.”

NAVDEEP SAINI

the overnight score of 249/6, Ricky Bhui car-
ried his bat to register a splendid unbeaten
144, a knock that was laced with 15 bound-
aries and a six.

Inreply, not a single Delhi batsman stood
up to be counted. That Lalit Yadav, who was
unbeaten on 23, was the team's highest
scorer, summed up the 2008 Ranji Trophy
champions' travails. On Thursday, they were
done in by Cheepurapalli Stephen, the swing
bowler with an unorthodox action, who
prised out four invaluable scalps.

Not surprisingly, he came out in support
of his batsmen. “Such things happen in
cricket. You have to realise that this is young
and relatively inexperienced at the first-class
level. So, you have to give them some time,”
he opined.

They found themselves under a similar
set of circumstances in the second innings
against Kerala in the season-opener at
Thumba, before opener Kunal Chandela
and captain Nitish Rana led a stunning ri-
poste with fighting centuries to earn a draw
after being bundled out for 142 and were
forced to follow-on. Friday will be another
hectic day for Navdeep. Immediately after
this match commences, he will have to fly
to Cuttack and join the Indian team.
Navdeep is in a rush, and he is not com-
plaining.

BRIEF SCORES: Delhi: 215 and 89/6 in
28 overs (Lalit Yadav 23 batting;
Cheepurapalli Stephen4/74); Andhra 368 in
127 overs (Ricky Bhui 144 not out; Navdeep
Saini 5/86).

ROUND-UP

Ashwin’s efforts go
futile,as TN stumble

to second defeat

DESPITE RAVICHANDRAN Ashwin's
stoic efforts, nine wickets and top scorer
inthe firstinnings, Tamil Nadu stumbled
to their second successivedefeat.
Bouncing back after getting bowled out
for96in the firstinnings was always go-
ing to be difficult, but the offie put the
backin the match with a four-wicket
haul that ended Himachal
Pradesh'ssecond innings at 158. But
chasing 217, their batsmen batted shod-
dilyand were shot out for 145. Left-arm
spinner Akash Vashisht was thede-
stroyer in chief as he took seven wick-
ets for 33 runs. The two-timechampi-
ons, thus, have yet to net a point after
two games this season.

BRIEF SCORES (AT DINDIGUL):
Himachal Pradesh 158 and 154 (S
Verma 36, RishiDhawan 35, R Ashwin
4-55,TNatarajan 2-19)beat Tamil Nadu
96 and145 (K Mukunth 48, Akash
Vashisht 7-33, Rishi Dhawan 1-13) by
71runs.HP: 7; TN: O

Shahbaz spins Bengal
towin, before RCB

picked the all-rounder

HOURS BEFORE Royal Challengers
Bangalore snaffled him, left-arm spin-
ner Shahbaz Ahmed illustrated his
utility with a sterling all-round per-
formance that saw Bengal edge out
Kerala by eight wickets. Responding
to Kerala's 239, Bengal were at one
stage 185 for before Ahmed joined
hands with opener and centurion
Abhishek Raman and engineered a
comeback.

By the time, he departed for ex-

actly 50, Bengal's lead had swelled to
50. He then returned to pick three
wickets for 15 runs including that of
dangerman Robin Uthappa. Kerala
were subsequently bowled for amea-
gre 115 and Bengal strolled to an
eight-wicket win chasing 48.
BRIEF SCORES (AT THUMBA):
Kerala 239 and 115 (Robin Uthappa
33, Vishnu Vinod 33; Shahbaz Ahmed
3/15,Arnan Nandi 3/28)lost to Bengal
307 &50/1. Kerala 0; Bengal 7.

Yadav picksfive,
Rajasthantottering

CARRYING ON his terrific form to
the Test series against Bangladesh
and South Africa, Umesh Yadav
scythed through Rajasthan with a
five-wicket haul (5/45). After a
couple of strikes up the order, he
came back to mop up the lower
order, giving the two-time reigning
champions a massive 250-run lead.
Following on, Rajasthan were
stuttering at 12/3.

BRIEF SCORES (AT NAGPUR):
Vidarbha 510/8 declared lead
Rajasthan 260 (Mahipal Lormor 97,
Rajesh Bishnoi 39; Umesh Yadav
5/45, Aditya Sarwate 3/72) & 12/3 by
238 runs..

Padikkal impresses
YOUNG OPENER Devdutt Padikkal
continued his rich vein of form with a
74 that enabled Karnataka gain a pre-
cious 40-run lead over Uttar Pradesh.
As he had been throughout this sea-
son, he batted fluently, his 74 coming
off only 108 balls, his innings punctu-
ated with 10 boundaries. However,
Karnataka would rue not grabbing a
bigger lead, thanks mainly to left-arm
spinner Saurabh Kumar's persistence
(6/116).

BRIEF SCORES (AT HUBBALLI):
Uttar Pradesh 281 and 29/1 (Madhav
Kaushik 19 not out; Ronit More 1-16)
trail Karnataka 321 (Devdutt Padikkal
74, Shreyas Gopal 58, Saurabh Kumar
6-116).by 11 runs.

Zeena stuns big names to
win 10m air rifle gold

NITINSHARMA
CHANDIGARH, DECEMBER 19

HIMACHAL'S ZEENA Khitta beat much-fancied
stars West Bengal's Mehuli Ghosh and World
No.3 Apurvi Chandela to win the gold in the
women’s 10metre air rifle event at the 63rd
National Shooting Championships on Tuesday.
Zeenawas fourthin the qualifying round butin
the final held her nerve to shoot a world class
252.2 to top the field. Mehuli finished with
250.5, while Apurvi registered 227.6.

Zeena hails from Rohru, a town in the ap-
ple belt near Shimla in Himachal Pradesh. On
Thursday afternoon she called her first coach
Virender Singh Banshtu to check how bad the
snowfall was on way to the eight-target range
in her hometown. Zeena didn’t want to rest
on herlaurels and wanted to get back to prac-
tice soon. Inwinter when it snows, the shoot-
ers use heaters within the shooting range at
the Aradhana Public School in Rohru, 1,500
metres above sea-level to stay warm as tem-
peratures dip as low as minus two-degree
centigrade.

When she moves out of home, it takes her
ashortwhile to get used to the change in tem-
perature - like when she was at the Madhya
Pradesh State Academy shooting range in
Bhopal where the nationals are being held.

“I definitely find it tougher shooting in

Zeena Khitta out-shot the seasoned
Mehuli Ghosh and Apurvi Chandela.

much warmer conditions as compared to my
home town Rohru, where temperatures are
around 10degreesin September and reach mi-
nus two degrees in winter,” Zeena said.

Guns were always there in the household
but not the kind used at shooting ranges.
Khitta’s father Prithvi Raj Khitta is an apple
farmer in Rohru. Zeena recalls that from her
grandfather’s time, rifles were used to keep
wild animals away from the apple orchards to
prevent damage. But it was on the insistence
of national shooter Banshtu that ayoung Zeena
took up shooting in 2015. She won her first na-
tional medal, a bronze, at the junior event in
Thiruvananthapuramin 2017. And she has not
looked behind since.
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HIS AIRNESS

Cristiano Ronaldo scores a ‘NBA style’ goal in Juventus’s win; compares his jump to Michael Jordan

WITH A JUMP of 2-foot-3-inches, Cristiano Ronaldo headed home Alex Sandro’s cross in Juventus’s 2-1 win over Sampdoria in Serie A on Wednesday. At the peak of his
jump, the 6-foot-1-inch striker was 8-foot-5-inches above the ground, according to Juventus’s website. This wasn’t the first time he executed a gravity-defying jump: he
had earlier scored goals from a height of 9-foot-6-inches and 8-foot-5-inches against Man United in 2013 and Wales in 2016 respectively, AFP reported. Screengrabs/Reuters

MOVEMENT: Brazilian defender

Sandro received the ball on the left

wing late in the first half. He had two
teammates to aim inside the box, which
was flooded by four Sampdoria defenders.
Ronaldo was lurking on top of the box
when the move began. But by the time
crossed the ball, he was already moving
towards the back post.

towards the far post, Ronaldo

slipped behind the defenders. As
much as the jump, Ronaldo’s anticipation
was equally inspiring. He calculated the
trajectory of the cross, and knew exactly
where to meet the ball mid-air, as well as
finding the angle and space to beat the
goalkeeper with the header.

leapt above a defender and hungin

the air for 1.5 seconds to meet the
cross, before cushioning the header into
the top of the net for the winning goal on
the stroke of halftime. After the match,
Ronaldo compared his jump to Michael
Jordan’s. He tweeted: "CR7 AIR JORDAN"
with an airplane emoji.

2 ANTICIPATION: As the ball sailed 3 AIRTIME: The Portuguese striker

Ronaldo did something that you
seeinthe NBA; he was upintheair
for an hour and a half. There’s
nothing you can say aboutit...”

CLAUDIO RANIERI
SAMPDORIA COACH
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No winner in Clasico
in the time of protests

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BARCELONA, DECEMBER 19

BARCELONA AND Real Madrid played out a
0-0draw for the first time in 17 years ina po-
litically supercharged ‘clasico’ match played
amid a large separatist protest that turned
violent outside Camp Nou stadium. The
game inside the stadium was completed
without any major incidents - either on the
field or in the stands. But in the streets out-
side on Wednesday, a detachment of riot po-
lice clashed with protesters soon after the
start, and plastic trash cans were set on fire.

The smell of smoke from the streets out-
side reached the stands in the final minutes
of the match.

The draw left both teams locked on points
atop the Spanish league with Barcelona in
front on goal difference. It was the first score-
less match between the fierce rivals since
November 2002. Despite concerns by police
that the protesters could also try to delay or
interrupt the match, both teams arrived
safely and on time to the stadium escorted
by a heavy police detail. Fears of a pitch in-
vasion by protesters in the stands also proved
unfounded.

Madrid coach Zinedine Zidane said he
was pleased with both the performance
and the fact that the game went ahead de-
spite the abnormal circumstances.
“Everything went well for Barca and for
Real Madrid, and for football,” Zidane said.
“So we can all be happy.”

Play was held up around a minute shortly
after halftime when some spectators threw
dozens of inflatable beach balls on the side
of the pitch while shouting “independence.”
Stewards quickly cleared them away.

The public speaker also asked the around
100,000 spectators at Europe’s biggest sta-
dium to not use exits at one end of the sta-
dium, apparently for security reasons.
Barcelona coach Ernesto Valverde said his
team was not affected by the protest since
there is always an intense atmosphere sur-
rounding games against Madrid.

“With the tension that the game had al-
ready, I saw there were a few yellow balls,
but not many. We tried to treat it as nor-
mally as possible. People protested, but
nothing more,” Valverde said. “As a social
event, [ don’t have an opinion. As a sporting
event, we drew.”

Before kickoff the spectators at the

Play was held up around a
minute shortly after halftime
when some spectators threw
dozens of inflatable beach balls
on the side of the pitch while
shouting “independence”

99,000-seat Camp Nou held up red, blue
and yellow square cards to form a mosaic
during the playing and singing of the club
hymn. Separatists unfurled a large banner
reading “SpainSitandTalk” and “FREEDOM”
as calls for the Spanish government to ac-
cept a negotiation over a possible referen-
dum on secession. When the hymn was
over, some spectators held up blue signs
with the same message while shouting for
the release from prison for several leaders of
the movement.

The separatists want the wealthy north-
western region to break away from the rest
of Spain. Catalonia’s 7.5 million residents are
roughly split by the secession question, ac-
cording to polls. While both teams are more
known for their high-powered attacks, it was
defenders who stood out in the game as
Barcelona’s Gerard Pique and Madrid’s Sergio
Ramos both cleared goal-bound shots from
their lines.

Ramos sets record

Ramos set a new record for the most
clasicos by a player from either side with 43.
The Spain captain blocked Lionel Messi’s best
chance in the 31st minute. Led by Messi, who
thrilled the crowd from the start with sev-
eral runs through Madrid’s midfield, the
hosts appeared in control.

Madrid, however, took the initiative by
trying to take advantage of its superior height
and bombarded the box with crosses. Pique
cleared Madrid’s best opportunity, a header
from Casemiro in the 17th.

The second half was one of the tamest be-
tween the fierce rivals in recent memory.
Neither generated muchin attack. And even
Messi was off key when he scuffed a shot
from close range.

As smoke from outside wafted down, the
tension shifted from the pitch to the clashes
outside. The match ended with an eerie si-
lence. There were no cheers and the tradi-
tion of playing the hymn was forgone.
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