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ACB says ‘no criminal liability” has been
found in its affidavit before Bombay HC

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI
The Maharashtra Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau has filed an
affidavit before the Bombay
High Court stating that “no
criminal liability has been
disclosed” on the part of Na-
tionalist Congress Party lead-
er Ajit Pawar in its investiga-
tions into 12 irrigation
projects in Vidarbha during
his tenure.

The affidavit, filed before

before the HC led to a Special
Investigation Team being
formed to probe the alleged
irregularities.

Mr. Jagtap had demanded
that the probe be transferred
to the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation, as the ACB inves-
tigation was very slow. The
ACB’s affidavit details the in-
vestigation conducted so far
as well as its results, on the
various tenders awarded by
the Vidarbha Irrigation De-
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Ajit Pawar

by the Nagpur SIT and 57
tenders by the Amravati SIT

ferred 14 matters to the Wa-
ter Resources Department
for permission for registra-
tion of FIR as required under
the Prevention of Corruption
Act. Open inquiries into 45
tenders have been closed,”
the affidavit said.

The affidavit also submit-
ted that detailed question-
naires were provided to Mr.
Pawar in connection with
the 12 projects for which he
was under the scanner, and
his responses, along with the
other evidence, had been
examined.

“The ACB has also recom-

Pawar), no criminal liability
is disclosed during the
course of enquiry/investiga-
tion by the Special Investiga-
tion Team,” the affidavit said.

Delay in probe
The document further refut-
ed allegations of a delay in
the probe, citing the time it
takes for careful examina-
tion of various documents,
statements of witnesses and
legal aspects pertaining to
the projects.

The development comes
less than a month after the
ACB ruled out Mr. Pawar’s in-

Will form
Ayodhya trust
soon: Centre

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Union Home Ministry
has said it is working on the
modalities for setting up a
trust for the construction
of a Ram temple in Ayod-
hya, as mandated by the
Supreme Court.

In its November 9 ver-
dict, the court asked the
Centre to set up a trust
within three months. As
per the judgment in the
Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid case, the Centre
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response to a demand by
Atul Jagtap, whose petition

“Investigations have been
completed into 102 tenders

tered. So far, we have
registered 24 FIRs and re-

are noticed. As regards the
role of Respondent No. 7 (Mr.

well as the Chairman of the
VIDC.

other appropriate body,
the functioning of the
trust, the powers of the
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Yesterday

for the Indian Army, estimat-
ed to cost around $930 mil-

completed in a little over a
month, officials said.

Several cases

A public hearing for a pro-
posed steel project of JSW
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an Army source said. The
helicopters should start
coming in by 2022, the
source added.

In August 2017, the De-
fence Acquisition Council,
chaired by the then Defence

helicopters. The Army had
made a pitch for all of them,
but the government had li-
mited it to six.

The IAF has recently in-
ducted the first batch of
eight Apaches based in Path-

(Advance Light Helicopters)
that weigh less than five
tonnes.

All the bigger helicopters,
including the Mi-35s and
fixed wing aircraft are oper-
ated by the IAF.

was found on December 16,
2016, in her house in the
Booty Basti area, where she
lived alone, said CBI offi-
cials.

The agency took over the
case after over a year, when

The conviction came on
the same day the CBI se-
cured life imprisonment for
expelled BJP MLA Kuldeep
Sengar for raping a minor
girl in Uttar Pradesh’s Un-
nao district on June 4, 2017.

ministration and the com-
pany were trying to move
ahead with the project
without consulting the resi-
dents, who had opposed
the POSCO project for sev-
eral years in the past.



