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Protests swell, allies push back: Govt

signals a climbdown on all-India NRC

Allies Nitish and
Chirag Paswan
oppose NRC; Ram
Madhav, Naqvi
say no plan yet

LIZMATHEW,
ABANTIKA GHOSH,
SANTOSHSINGH
NEW DELHI, PATNA,
DECEMBER 20

AS PROTESTS against the new cit-
izenship law swelled nationwide
and there was a pushback from
state governments and even its
allies, the first voices from the
government and the ruling BJP
were heard Friday climbing
down on the
plan for a pan-
India National
Register  for
Citizens (NRC).
While JD(U)
president and
Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar
said the NRC
would not be
implementedin
Bihar, Lok
Janshakti Party
president Chirag
Paswan said his
party would not
supportany leg-
islationwhichis
not in the inter-
est of the com-
mon people.
Both are BJP’s al-
lies in Bihar and
had supported the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill in Parliament.
InPatna, breaking his silence
on the NRC, Nitish said: “Kahe ke
liye laagu hoga, ekdum nahi laagu
hoga (Why should it (NRC) be
implemented? It will not be im-
plemented (in Bihar)”. And
Paswan weighed in: “The way
demonstrations are taking place
in the country, linking the CAB
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

‘So far, no
discussion
on matter’

‘Why to
implement
it?’

Protesters at a demonstration against the new citizenship law at Jama Masjid; the protests turned violent in the evening, in New Delhi on Friday. Praveen Khanna

Six killed in protests across UP;
Net shutdown in several districts

AVANEESHMISHRA
& MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, DECEMBER 20

AT LEAST SIX persons were killed
in firing during protests in UP on
Friday against the Citizenship
Amendment Act, taking the death
toll from the agitation over two
days to nine. Police said that over
660 people from towns across UP

Security forces in Lucknow
on Friday. Vishal Srivastav

Karnataka HC slams govt:
‘You will ban each protest?
Can’t an author speak up?’

RALPHALEXARAKAL
BENGALURU, DECEMBER 20

A DAY after police in Bengaluru
detained several persons, includ-
ing historian Ramachandra
Guha, for defying prohibitory or-
ders to protest against the
Citizenship Amendment Act, the
Karnataka High Court criticised
the state government for impos-

Expelled BJP MLA
Sengar gets life term
in Unnao rape case

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 20

A DELHI Court on Friday sen-
tenced expelled BJP MLA
Kuldeep Singh Sengar to life im-
prisonment “for the remainder
of his biological life” for raping a
minor girl in Unnao in 2017.

Saying that Sengar “was a
public servant” when he com-
mitted the “depraved act” and
“betrayed” people’s faith, District
Judge Dharmesh Sharma said
“all possible coercive measures
were employed against the
(victim’s) family”.

The court alsoimposed a fine
of Rs 25 lakh on Sengar, of which
Rs 10 lakh will be given to the
victim and the rest to the Uttar
Pradesh government for costs in-
curred during the trial. The CBI
has been told to continue to as-
sess the threat perception to the
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SHAJU PHILIP
KOCHI, KOZHIKODE,
DECEMBER 20

HIS CELLPHONE is ringing but
Divakar Kumar, a migrant
worker from Bihar, is reluctant
to answer. That's because he
knows who is calling and why:.
“It’s my wife,” says Kumar,
standing outside his rented
room on Kochi’s outskirts. “She
wants me to send Rs 5,000 im-
mediately to buy five blankets;
for my children, aged parents
and her. How will  arrange that
amount? This time last year, |
was sending home Rs 15,000,

Court also imposed a fine of
Rs 25 lakh. File

life and security of the victimand
her family members, and to pro-
vide them a safe house, and, if
needed, new identities.

Sengar broke down in the
courtroom when he was handed
a copy of the judgment.

As per the judgment, the in-
vestigating officer recorded the
victim’s statement in the rape
case and then went on to record
her statement in the gangrape

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

but now I am struggling to
scrape together Rs 3,000 every
month. There are hardly any jobs
left here now,” he says.

The 26-year-old’s predica-
ment captures the crisis that has
engulfed migrant workers from
states in the north and North-
East in Kerala due to the eco-
nomic slowdown. At the last of-
ficial count — a government
study of 2013 — the state had
around 25 lakh migrant workers,
mainly employed in construc-
tion and allied areas, and the
service sector, especially hotels
and restaurants.

Kumar, for instance, has been
a construction worker in Kochi

ing those curbs in the city under
Section 144 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC).
While hearing a clutch of peti-
tions against the security clamp-
down, Chief Justice Abhay
Shreeniwas Oka asked: “Are you
(state) going toban each and every
protest? How can you cancel per-
mission previously granted fol-
lowing due course of process?...
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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for the last three years. But now,
he says heis struggling to feed his
family in Lakhisarai district’s
Babhangawan village. “There
were 40 men from my village
working in construction sites in
Kochi. But 25 have returned
home over the last three months.
Last week, I got work only for two
days. If this is the situation, all of
us will have to return,” he says.
Sravan Kumar, 35, from
Nawada in Bihar, says it's been
five days since he got any work. “I
have been here for five years, but
[ have never faced this situation.
There were seven others in my
room and all of them have gone
back. Our contractors say there

were taken into custody as part of
“preventive action”.

According to police, two per-
sons died in Bijnor,and one each
in Meerut, Kanpur, Firozabad
and Sambhal. Doctors at the
Meerut Medical College, how-
ever, said there were two deaths
in the city.

Officials and police said at
least 38 policemen were injured
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After daylong peaceful
protests at Jama Masjid,
violence erupts in Old Delhi

AMILBHATNAGAR &
SHIVAM PATEL
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 20

ATLEAST 45 people, including 13
police officers, were injured as
Walled City protests that had
largely remained peaceful till
5 pm turned violent on Friday
evening — a turn of events police
have attributed to over 1,000

people coming to the protest site
at Delhi Gate from Seelampur
more than 15 km away. Around
6 pm, a constable’s car parked
outside Darya Ganj police station
was set on fire, and as stone pelt-
ing started, police used lathi
charge and a water cannon to
disperse the crowd.
A total of 32 people were
detained, apart from several
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

‘ECONOMY WILL EMERGE STRONGER’

PM tells India Inc: Decide and
invest boldly, no reason to fear

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 20

STATING THAT he was aware of
the discourse around the econ-
omy, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said Friday that the coun-
try had seen such “ups and
downs” and the economy has
the potential to come out of the
current situation. Modi said the
economy was heading for disas-
ter five years ago and his govern-
ment brought about discipline
and built a strong foundation for
a $5-trillion economy.

“I am well aware about the
discussions related to the econ-
omy. But, within those discus-
sions, we have to remember that
during the previous government,
GDP growth in one quarter had
fallen to 3.5%, CPI inflation had
touched 9.4% and fiscal deficit
had breached 5.6% of GDP. I do

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday. P11

not want to get into the debate
that why some people stayed
quiet then. There were ups and
downs in the economy earlier
too. Our country has shown the
capability to come out from such
situations always and it has come

Wiaiting for work in Perumbavoor. Floods, recession have hit
the construction sector. Nirmal Harindran

After Bengal,

Kerala govt
puts NPR
on hold

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DECEMBER 20

THE CPI(M)-LED government in
Kerala on Friday ordered a “stay
(on) all the activities connected
with the updation of National
Population
Register (NPR)in
the state forth-
with”.
Earlier this
week, the TMC
government in

West Bengal had
KeralaCM puton hold the
Pinarayi NPR updation
Vijayan process amid

fears that it was

the “first step” to
the National Register of Citizens
(NRC).

Citing similar fears, the order
in Kerala, issued by the General
Administration Department,
said the decision was taken
“considering the apprehension
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out stronger. And, this time also,
India will come out of this situa-
tion,” the Prime Minister said ata
function organised by industry
body Assocham to celebrate its
centenary year.

India’s GDP growth has
slowed to over a six-year low of
4.5 per cent in July-September,
the second quarter of this finan-
cial year. Modi said the govern-
ment has decriminalised many
provisions of the Companies Act
and that work is underway to
bring in more provisions, adding
that the government listens to
industry, understands their
needs and is sensitive to their
suggestions. He also said that the
government is working to elim-
inate the inverted duty structure
(where taxes oninputs are more
than the tax on output).

Modi said that no inappropri-
ate decisions will be takenin case

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

are no jobs. The daily wages were
around Rs 800 last year, it’s
Rs 600 now. Even then, we get
work only for two or three days
a week. We have nothing left to
send home,” he says.

At Koduvally in Kozhikode
district — the state’s famed Gulf
pocket — labour contractor VT
Shihab says migrant workers
from the eastern states have
been returning home over the
last six months. “Iwas managing
over 150 workers, mainly from
Malda and Murshidabad in West
Bengal. Now, there are about 25.
Not a single new project is com-
ing up in rural and semi-urban
areas due to the financial crisis

Jaishankar cancels
key US Congress
panel meeting to
avoid a J&K critic

Jayapal introduced resolution calling
for lifting of curbs in J&K; Elizabeth
Warren says deeply troubling

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 20

IN AN unusual step that has
raised a few eyebrows in
Washington, Union External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar is
said to have cancelled a meeting
with the influential Congressional
committee on foreign affairs be-
cause it included Indian-
American Congresswoman
Pramila Jayapal who introduced
the resolution urging India to lift
all restrictions in Jammu and
Kashmir after revoking Article
370.

This prompted a response
from one of US Presidential can-
didates Elizabeth Warren, a top
Democrat leader. “Efforts to si-
lence Pramila Jayapal are deeply
troubling. The US and India have
an important partnership — but
our partnership can only succeed
if it is rooted in honest dialogue
and shared respect for religious
pluralism, democracy, and hu-
man rights,” Warren tweeted.

Following Jaishankar’s snub,
Jayapal’s House Resolution 745 -
introduced on December 6 —
which urged “the Republic of
India to end the restrictions on
communications and mass de-
tentions in Jammu and Kashmir
as swiftly as possible and pre-
serve religious freedom for all
residents” and had 19 co-spon-
sors, now added 10 Democrats
over the last 24 hours, making
the count at 29 on Friday.

While Jaishankar said he had
“nointerest” in meeting Jayapal,
she tweeted that that this “only
furthers the idea that the Indian
government isn’t willing to lis-
ten to any dissent at all”.

The Washington Post first re-
ported that Jaishankar “abruptly
cancelled a meeting with senior
members of Congress this week
after US lawmakers refused de-
mands to exclude” Jayapal from
the meeting. Jaishankar was to
meet chairman of the House

Jaishankar with US State
Secy Mike Pompeo. AP

Curious
step from
@® aveteran

EXPLAINED

JAISHANKAR has en-
gaged with a range of
members of the US
Congress and overcome
many a diplomatic chal-
lenge in DC. His rejection
sends a signal that Delhi
is thin-skinned. The
panel is bipartisan and
singling out a member
makes it harder for
India’s friends on Capitol
Hill.

Foreign Affairs Committee,
Congressman Eliot LEngel; com-
mittee’s top Republican Michael
McCaul and others, including
Congresswoman Jayapal, the re-
port said.

The US House Foreign Affairs
committee is a powerful biparti-
san committee in the US Congress,
which has been an advocate of
stronger Indo-US ties. Jayapal has
been vocal in her criticism of the
government’s moves in Kashmir
over the last few months, includ-
ing at the October hearing.

The committee has also been
critical of the recent Citizenship
(Amendment) Act. Last Monday;,
US House Foreign Affairs

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Jharkhand voting ends,
most exit polls predict
defeat for ruling BJP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RANCHI, DECEMBER 20

EXIT POLLS for the Assembly
elections in Jharkhand have pre-
dicted a lead for the JMM-
Congress-R]D alliance in the 81-
member House. While the India
Today-Axis survey has predicted
that the Opposition alliance is
likely to form the next govern-
ment, the [ANS-C Voter-ABP poll
has predicted a hung Assembly.
The ruling BJP currently has

a clear majority in the House.
Assembly polls in the state were
held in five phases — the last on
Friday. The final and fifth phase
saw 71.69 per cent polling across
16 seats. The counting of votes
will take place on December 23.
The India Today-Axis survey
predicted 38-50 seats for the
Opposition alliance and gave
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

and entrepreneurs’ reluctance to
make fresh investments. What
is happening now in the con-
struction sector is mainly com-
pletion of pending and govern-
ment-sponsored work,” he says.
Shihab says he is getting fre-
quent calls from those who have
returned to their home states.
“They are ready to come back if
there is work only for 2-3 days a
week. In the present situation, I
can’t give any assurance. It seems
these workers have no other
place to go now,” he says.
According to economist and
state finance commission chair-
man Dr B A Prakash, the return
of migrants should be seen

DECISION

2019

JHARKHAND

THEIR FORECAST

BJP 22-32
JMM+Cong+R]D  38-50
AJSU 3-5
JVM(P) 2-4
BJP 28-36
JMM+ Cong+R]D 31-39
AJSU 5
JVM(P) 3

Kerala slowdown fast-tracks return of migrant workers from East

against the backdrop of a severe
recession in Kerala. “The floods
in the last two years have dam-
aged trade, agriculture and
small-scale industries. Business
activity has come down consid-
erably in rural and semi-urban
areas. Purchasing power has
shrunk and non-resident
Keralites are returning from the
Middle East due to job losses
there,” he says.

“The slump in construction,
which is the major economic ac-
tivity across Kerala, has affected
the prospects of migrant work-
ers, mainly the unskilled ones,”
says Prakash.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Delhi protests

minors who were apprehended and remained
inside Darya Ganj police station premises till
late Friday night. Outside, several lawyers had
gathered after receiving panicked WhatsApp
messages from civil rights activists.

According to the nearby Lok Nayak hospi-
tal, the injuries ranged from fractures to bruises
and lacerations on the head. Around 11 pm,an
impromptu protest started outside the old
Delhi Police headquarters at ITO, with people
demanding the release of those detained in
Darya Ganj, 2 km away.

The day had started far more calmly, with
thousands gathering at Old Delhi’s Jama
Masjid following the afternoon prayers.
Among them was Bhim Army chief
Chandrashekhar Azad, who reached the venue
after evading Delhi Police. As Azad, with
Constitution in hand, started speaking, police
moved in to detain him. In the crowd and
chaos, though, he managed to give personnel
the slip — only to reappear at the mosque two
hours later and head inside for evening prayers.
Till late Friday night, Azad was inside the
mosque as Delhi Police teams waited outside.

Around 3 pm, people started moving from
Jama Masjid to Delhi Gate, 2 km away, but the
protests were limited to sloganeering. Around
5 pm, protesters had started to leave, police
said. Delhi Police spokesperson Mandeep
Singh Randhawa said, “Local protesters from
the area had left and this was a group from out-
side (that clashed with police). They set a pri-
vate vehicle on fire and we used water can-
nons. No teargas or rubber bullets were used.”

Police attributed the root of the violence to
a large gathering forming in Seelampur
through the day, which grew to 30,000 peo-
pleat one point. Thousands had also gathered
in four more areas in Northeast Delhi. It was

ROHINI
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when splintered groups of these protesters de-
cided to head to Delhi Gate that trouble started,
said a senior police officer.

Six killed in protests

in the violence, including six who suffered bul-
letinjuries. They said violent protests were re-
ported mainly from 12 districts, including
Firozabad, Muzaffarnagar, Bulandshahr and
Bahraich.

Officials said that Internet services have
been blocked in several districts, including
Bulandshahr, Sambhal, Lucknow, Kanpur,
Bijnor, Firozabad and Muzaffarnagar.

Senior police officers claimed that protest-
ers opened fire at police in many protest sites.
Around 25 vehicles were set ablaze, police said.

“The situation is now under control. The
cause of deaths of six persons would be ascer-
tained only after the autopsy report is ob-
tained. Action will be taken against assailants
after identifying them,” said Praveen Kumar,
IG (law and order).

Police identified those killed Friday as Aftab
Alam(23)inKanpur, Bilal (24)in Sambhal,and
Anas(21)and Suleman (35)in Bijnor. The oth-
ers are yet to be identified, they said.

OnThursday,a 25-year-old manwaskilled
in alleged police firing during a protest in the
Old Lucknow area, while two others died of
“bullet injuries” in Karnataka’s Mangalore.

“In preventive action following today’s in-
cidents, police have taken a total of 667 per-
sons into custody,” UP Police said in a state-
ment. “At places of violence and arson, a total
of 38 policemen were injured in which a few
sustained firearm injuries. Around two dozen
vehicles were set ablaze and vandalised.
Deaths of six persons have been reported so
far,” the statement said.

(WITHAMIT SHARMA IN MEERUT)

Karnataka HC

Canthe state proceed on the assump-

tion that every protest will become vi-
olent? Cananauthororartist not hold
apeaceful protestif he disagrees with
any decision of the government.”

The bench, which also includes
Justice Pradeep Singh Yerur, said it
would check the legality of pro-
hibitory orders implemented from
December 19to 21.

\ 'We are not concerned with the
subject of the protests, our concernis
about the decision-making process,
which undoubtedly curtails funda-
mental rights. Itisindeed a preventive
measure. The preventive measure has
the effect of curtailing fundamental
rights of citizens,” the bench said.

The High Court also directed the
Advocate General Prabhuling K
Navadgi to check whether police had
initially granted permission for stag-
ing protests but later revoked it after
imposing section 144. “It should be
checked whether any permission to
organisers previously granted to hold
a peaceful protest was revoked in
wake of Sec 144 order, (and if it) can
be considered if they apply for fresh
permission,” the court said.

The A-G said that prohibitory or-
ders were based on “intelligence re-
ports” received by the Police
Commissioner. “Intelligence reports
strongly indicated that these protests
could turninto alaw and order situa-
tion.(An) uncontrollable situation has
taken place in Mangaluru, where two
people have died,” he said.

The A-G argued that the stateis a
custodian of fundamental rights.
“Reports were also there that people
from Kerala have infiltrated into the
state. The final concern of the state is
safety of public property,” he said.

The bench was considering PILs
filed by Congress Rajya Sabha MP
Rajeev Gowda, Jayanagar MLA
Sowmya Reddy, and others challeng-
ing the curfew orders.

Apart from Guha, several protest-
ers including Shivajinagar Congress
MLA Rizwan Arshad were detained
by police, and released later. The de-
tentions prompted Karnataka Chief
Minister BS Yediyurappa to warn po-
lice against taking the law into their
hands “without reason”.

While Thursday’s protests were
peaceful in Bengaluru, two persons
were killed in Mangalore allegedly in
police firing during clashes with pro-
testers.

PM to India Inc

of genuine commercial decisions. “I
want to assure banking and corporate
world that we have been able to over-
come weakness in the system to a
large extent. And so they should now
take bold decisions fearlessly, invest
boldly and spend undauntedly..I want
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‘ARE YOU GOING TO BAN EACH AND EVERY PROTEST?": KARNATAKA HC RAPS GOVT

The Karnataka HC has also directed the Advocate General (AG) to check whether the police had initially
granted permission for staging protests but later revoked it afterimposing section 144. The AG was asked to

submit his reply at 4 pm today
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A student of Jamia
Millia Islamia shares
her account
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Govt signals climbdown on all-India NRC

with the NRC...it has become clear that the
government has been unsuccessful in re-
moving the misconception among an im-
portant category.”

Chirag Paswan tweeted a letter he had
written to Home Minister Amit Shah on
December 6 demanding that an NDA meet-
ing be convened to discuss the CAB before
it was tabled in Parliament. His father, Ram
Vilas Paswan, is a minister in the Narendra
Modi government.

Union Minority Affairs Minister
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi said thereis “no plan
foranationwide NRC” and that “there has so
far been no discussion on the matter atany
level of government.”

“It's premature to talk about NRC as the
government has not yet made any details
about it available,” BJP General Secretary
Ram Madhav, in charge of northeastern
states, told The Indian Express. “Right now,
the focus is on the Citizenship
(Amendment)Act. NRCis a proposed activ-
ity Home Minister has announced to be
takenupin2021. No details have been made
available to us. It's premature to talk about
it. There are no details available about it.”

Speaking to The Indian Express, Naqvi
added: “NRC is limited to Assam. There is
no plan of NRCinany other part of the coun-
try. You are talking about an unborn
baby...Spreading rumours about it.”

Asked about statements from top BJP
leaders including one from its working

president | P Nadda on Thursday reiterat-
ing BJP’s promise on a nationwide NRC,
Madhav said: “...It's an announcement
made by the Home Minister. Since it has to
happen two years down the line and no de-
tails have yet been made known to the
country, thisis not the time to talk about the
NRC.”

These remarks signal a climbdown on
the stand reiterated by Home Minister Amit
Shah that the NRC will follow the contro-
versial act. And that every illegal Indian will
be picked up “one by one.” Shah had clearly
said that the “chronology will be that the
CAB will be succeeded by NRC.”

Naqvi’s remarks marl the first time a
government functionary has clearly said
there is no plan for NRC across the country
after Shah, while replying to a question in
the Rajya Sabha, made references toa coun-
trywide NRC. He had also committed to an
all-India NRC while addressing BJP work-
ers in Kolkata’s Netaji Indoor Stadium in
October this year.

Reminded about Shah’s statements,
Naqvi said: “Whois NRC for? It is for Indian
nationals. Does it say itis only about Indian
Muslims? No, it does not. NRC, if it at all hap-
pens...no government can do it surrepti-
tiously. That is why the government has
clarified, issued advertisements and said
that there is no process on that yet, no dis-
cussion at any level in the government so
far on a nationwide NRC.”

Inthe RS, replying to a question by nom-
inated MP Swapan Dasgupta, Shah had said:
“...The NRC exercise in Assam was under-
taken as per an order of the Supreme Court
and as per a separate Act. When the NRC ex-
erciseis replicated across the country, it will
naturally have tobe redone in Assam. [want
toagain make it clear that followers of nore-
ligion should feel scared. Everybody will be
included in NRC. As for the gazette notifica-
tion that the member referred to, itis appli-
cable across the country.”

In December last year, the Home
Ministry (then under Rajnath Singh) had
told the Lok Sabhain areply: “The exercise
toupdate NRC 1951 is being conducted un-
der the special provisions in respect of State
of Assam under the Citizenship Act, 1955
and the Citizenship Rules, 2003. At present,
there is no proposal to extend the National
Register of Citizens to states other than
Assam.”

While JD(U)’s national vice-president
Prashant Kishor had said last week that
Nitish does not support a pan-India NRC,
this is the first time that the Bihar Chief
Minister has spoken out on the issue. He

joined a list of chief ministers, including

Odisha’s Naveen Patnaik, West Bengal’s
Mamata Banerjee, Punjab’s Amarinder
Singh, Rajasthan’s Ashok Gehlot,
Chhattisgarh’s Bhupesh Baghel and Kerala’s
Pinarayi Vijayan, who have opposed the
NRC.

After Bengal, Kerala govt puts NPR on hold

among the general public about the conduct
of National Population Register-related ac-

tivities lead(ing) to the National Register of

Citizens(NRC)in the wake of the Citizenship
Amendment Act.”

An official communication from the of-
fice of Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said
the state had always extended full support
and cooperation for the Census exercise.
“The government is duty-bound to continue
its cooperation for the conduct of the Census

toassure no inappropriate action will be taken
in case of genuine commercial decisions,” he
said, adding that the interest of the labour force
should also be taken care of.

The Prime Minister highlighted improve-
ment of India’s position in World Bank’s Ease
of Doing Business rankings from 142 to 63
among 190 nations in three years and noted
thatIndiais among the top 10 nations to have,
in the last three years, made continuous im-
provement. “This hasn’t come without having
to face anger and allegations from people. We
have been told that we are corporate agents.
But we are agents of 130 crore Indians,” he said.

The government has also undertaken re-
forms in the banking sector to make it more
transparent and profitable, he said. “Owing to
the steps taken by the government, today 13
banks are on the path of profit, out of which
six banks are out of PCA (Prompt Corrective
Action). We have also hastened the process of
unification of the banks,” Modi said.

The Prime Minister said Rs 100 lakh crore
will be spent in the coming years on building
infrastructure and another Rs 25 lakh crore on
rural economy and this, in turn, will help nearly
double the size of the Indian economy to $5
trillion by 2024.

Modi said the time taken to register com-
panies has been cut to few hours frommonths
and better infrastructure has enabled the cut
in the turnaround time at airports and ports.
Dynamic changes have been made in the
Goods and Services Tax (GST) on the sugges-
tion of trade and industry, he said, adding that
the government is “not afraid of any chal-
lenges”.

Jaishankar

Committee had tweeted: “Religious pluralism
is central to the foundations of both India and
the United States and is one of our core shared
values”.

“Any religious test for citizenship under-
mines this most basic democratic tenet,” the
panel had said.

Jaishankar, who was in Washington DC for
the Indo-US 2+2 ministerial dialogue, said the
resolution introduced in the House of
Representatives was not a fair characterisation
of the situation in J&K.

“I am aware of that (Congressional) reso-
lution.Idon’t think it's a fair understanding of
the situation in Jammu and Kashmir, or a fair
characterisation of what the government of
India is doing. And I have no interest in meet-
ing (Jayapal),” he said in response to a ques-
tion. “I have aninterest in meeting people who

asthatexerciseinaninevitable one. The de-
cision to stay the NPR-related activities in
the state was taken against the backdrop of
the factors that the issue is before the
Supreme Court and the amended citizen-
ship Act has deviated from the
Constitutional values,” it said.

Vijayan, as also his party, has made it
clear that he is against the new citizenship
law and the proposed pan-India NRC exer-
cise. The NPR updation is to be done across

are objective and open to discussion but not
the people who already made up their minds,”
Jaishankar said.

Jayapal, in herresponse, tweeted, “The can-
cellation of this meeting was deeply disturb-
ing. It only furthers the idea that the Indian
government isn't willing to listen to any dis-
sentatall.” She was quoted by The Washington
Post as saying: “The seriousness of this mo-
ment should have been a reason for a conver-
sation, not dictating who’s in the meeting,
which seems very petty.”

Jayapal,a Democrat, said she had planned
to advance her resolution on Kashmir this
week but was urged to wait until after meet-
ing with Jaishankar. Now she plans to renew
her push for the resolution in January, the re-
port said. She is a Chennai-born US
Congresswoman, who was visiting her fam-
ily in India when the Indian government re-
voked J&K’s special status.

“My constituents care about the human
rights situation, thousands of people detained
without charges,and acommunication crack-
down that makes daily life more difficult,” she
was quoted as saying.

PTIquoted sources saying the meeting was
cancelled as the Committee kept changing the
ground rules — a day before the meeting, the
committee added Jayapal (sheisn’tamember
of the committee)and several other lawmak-
ers who were known “India-bashers.”

Asked if New Delhi had a problem with
Democrats, Jaishankar said: “My own senseis
that support for the (India-US) relationship is
extremely strong ina very, very wide cross sec-
tion members of Congress and political lead-
ersoutside the Congress,” he said. “So,Iwould-
n't take a few voices and necessarily reach a
sweeping conclusion, which your question
seems to suggest.”

“I'm not personalising this. [ don’t want to
get into names. All I'm saying is we have al-
ways operated in this country because we are
always engaged with everybody (who) was
reasonable and open-minded,” Jaishankar
said.

Peter Lavoy, a former US Assistant Secretary
of Defence in the Obama administration and
anavid India-watcher in Washington DC, said,
“Very surprised that @DrSJaishankar did this.
He usually is resilient to this kind of engage-
ment and criticism.”

Former minister of state (external affairs)
and now, Congress MP Shashi Tharoor said:
“This is totally unworthy of a great democracy
like India. I can’t believe @DrSJaishankar with
all his diplomatic experience would refuse to

India (except Assam) from April 1, 2020 to
September 30, 2020, along with the next
Census enumeration.

Last month, the Kerala government had
issued an order regarding the preliminary
arrangements and appointment of Census
officers. Accordingly, the first phase of
Census operations, which includes house
listing, house census and updation of NPR,
was slated to take place in April-May next
year.

engage with a critic; whether you agree with
him or not, he is able to debate anybody! This
intolerance of dissent is a BJP political failing.”

Jaishankar met the leadership of the Senate
Foreign Relations Affairs Committee includ-
ing its Chairman Senator James E Risch and
ranking Member Senator Bob Menendez.

On the eve of the ministerial, he also met
some key members of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee including Congressmen
Ami Bera and Brad Sherman from the
Democratic party and Ted Yoho and Francis
Rooney from the Republican Party.

The second 2+2 ministerial dialogue was
hosted by US Secretary of State Michael R
Pompeo and Defence Secretary Mark T Esper.

(WITHINPUTS FROMPTIIN WASHINGTON)

Sengar gets life term

case “to take a different version” from her.

The Judge noted that there is “more to the
story than meets the eye”, and observed that
the “victim girl cannot be crucified at the altar
of investigative findings” in the gangrape case,
and the merits of the gangrape case cannot be
reflected in the present case.

Acquitting co-accused Shashi Singh of
criminal conspiracy charges, the court said:
“The investigation has not unearthed any ev-
idence oninterpersonal relationship between
the family of the victim girl and Shashi... The
circumstances brought onrecord leave anim-
pression that accused Shashi Singh was notin
aposition toresist, protest or raise an alarmor
seek any help to save the victim girl from the
evil clutches of Kuldeep Singh Sengar.”

The court also criticised the CBI for not
analysing the data from Sengar’s two mobile
phones and the two mobile phones belong-
ing to the victim’s uncle, despite reminders on
four separate occasions.

“The whole scenario leaves animpression
that the IO and his team did not make any en-
deavour to examine the data in the external
hard disk, and therefore, a vital piece of evi-
dence which would have been crucial to sup-
port the case of the complainant was not pro-
duced before the court,” the Judge said.

The court relied on the victim’s testi-
mony, which it found cogent and of sterling
quality. When the defence counsel, Tanveer
Ahmad Mir and Dhruv Gupta, raised the is-
sue of delay in reporting the matter, the court
said; “Due regard must be had to the rural
background of the victim/ survivor, her
predicament of having been sexually as-
saulted by a powerful man, a bahubali of the
area, and her understanding or trust or be-

Will everyone own an AirPods knockoff in
2020? And will the Playstation 5 redefine
the gaming experience? Reporters talk
their tech forecasts for the next year

trayal in the words of Shashi Singh that no-
body could dare to raise voice against the
MLA (Sengar), whose brother had even at-
tempted to kill a Superintendent of Police
but no action was taken in law.”

The case dates back to June 4, 2017, when
the victim, then 17 years old, was raped by
Sengar, a four-time BJP MLA from Bangermau
in Uttar Pradesh — he was expelled from the
BJPin August this year.

About a year later, on April 3, 2018, her fa-
ther was allegedly framed in an illegal arms
case and arrested. He died in judicial custody
afew days later, on April 9, 2018.

On July 28 this year, a speeding truck
rammed into the car in which the victim, her
two aunts and their lawyer were travelling.
Her aunts were killed while the victim and her
lawyer were critically injured.

On August 1, the Supreme Court trans-
ferred the rape case, along with four other re-
lated cases, to Delhi, and directed the court to
complete trial in 45 days. The judge heard the
case on a day-to-day basis from August 5.

The four related cases are: framing of the
victim’s father in an illegal firearms case and
his deathin judicial custody, conspiracy inthe
accident case, and a separate case of her al-
leged gangrape by three others in Unnao on
June 11,2017.

Jharkhand exit polls

22-32 seats to the BJP. The majority mark in
the 81-member Assembly is41.

The IANS-C Voter-ABP poll, on the other
hand, predicted that the BJP would win be-
tween 28 and 36 seats and the Opposition al-
liance would get between 31 and 39 seats. Both
pollsindicated that the All Jharkhand Students’
Union (AJSU)and the Jharkhand Vikas Morcha
(Prajantrik) (JVM-P) is likely to win 3-5 seats
each and could end up as “kingmakers”.

Alocal news channel, News 11, predicted
30-35 seats to BJP, 17-22 seats to JMM, 9-12
seats to Congress, 8-12 seats to AJSU and 4-6
seats to JVM-P, pointing at a hung Assembly.

The BJP had initially campaigned on the is-
sues such as Article 370, Ram Temple and
Triple Talaq and the focus shifted to the
Citizenship Amendment Act in the later
phases. The Opposition raised local issues such
aslack of employment, water scarcity and the
protection of “jal, jungle, zameen”.

Inthe 2014 Assembly elections, the BJPhad
bagged 37 seats and formed the government
withalliance partner AJSU that won five seats.
Six MLAs of the Babulal Marandi-led [VM-P
joined the BJP soon after the elections. The
JMM and the Congress won 17 and 6 seats, re-
spectively.

Kerala slowdown

In several semi-urban and village areas
across Kochi and Kozhikode, houses and tin-
sheeted one-room camps erected for migrant
workers wear a deserted look. At
Perumbavoor, the state’s largest migrant hub,
the Sunday “bhai market” is now a pale
shadow of its peak days.

“Most of the contractors have sent back
their workers. I have already dropped 20 mi-
grants who were with me over the last year,”
says Hazrath Ali, a contractor in
Perumbavoor.

The exit hasimpacted local trade and pub-
lic transport, as well. “Most migrant workers in
our area have gone back. When they were here
in large numbers, they used to spend money
on mobile recharge and accessories, poultry
and grocery. In the peak morning and evening
hours, transport buses used to be full of these
workers but they are running empty now,”
says K Illiyas, who runs a mobile shop at
Katharammal, in Kozhikode, whichis a hub of
migrant workers.

Many hotels, too, have begun avoiding mi-
grant workers due to the crisis. “Business has
come down by 50 per cent in recent months.
Due to shrinking job opportunities, locals are
ready to work without bargaining for wages,”
says Moitheenkutty Haji, who heads the Kerala
Hotel and Restaurant Association.

According to a state labour official, the job
crisis is mainly in semi-urban and rural areas
where workers are hired by local contractors
for daily wages, mainly in the agriculture sec-
tor. “There is a dip in construction and other
activities in the rural areas. The crisis has notyet
been felt in cities, where major projects are be-
ing executed,” says the official.

Those who are staying back — mainly from
Bihar, Odisha and Assam — say those who have
gone backare seeking jobs again. “Some of us,
who can manage little bit of Malayalam, are
looking for jobs in other areas in Kerala,” says
Muhammed Aslam from Assam.

Sagar Naik, 23, from Suruda in Odisha’s
Ganjam district, is now depending on other
migrant workers for food. “I haven’t got any
work in the last one month. My marriage is
fixed for next March and my house is under
construction. But without work and salary, I
don’t know how to manage,” he says.

FULLREPORTSON
www.indianexpress.com
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DU tells colleges: Ad
hocs can continue till
permanent posts filled

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 20

IN AN order issued to all its col-
leges Friday, the Delhi University
administration clarified ad hoc
faculty can continue teaching till
permanent appointments are
made. The clarification came at
the behest of the HRD Ministry, af-
ter three DU colleges— Aryabhatta
College, Lady Shri Ram College
and Keshav Mahavidyalaya— is-
sued notices ending or suggesting
the end of services of ad hoc
teachers appointed this year. This
was reported by The Indian Express
Thursday. This step, colleges said,
was taken in the absence of spe-
cificorders from the DU adminis-
tration.

DU registrar Tarun Kumar Das
told The Indian Express, “No direc-
tion has been issued by the uni-
versity for termination of ad hoc
teachers in respect of the colleges.
College principals are responsible
for any action taken by them.”

On December 5, the govern-
ment, in the wake of protests by
DU teachers, asked the varsity to
amend its August 28 circular to

categorically state that ad hoc
teachers can continue till perma-
nent appointments are made.

In the August 28 circular, DU
had advised colleges to “fill per-
manentvacancies at the earliest,”
and appoint guest faculty in the
interim “against new vacancies
arising first time in 2019-20". This
caused confusion over what the
‘new vacancies’ were. As aresult,
several colleges did not issue ap-
pointment letters to ad hoc teach-
ers at the time of renewal of their
120-day contracts or release their
salaries, which led to protests.

“Colleges shall fill permanent
vacancies in a timebound man-
ner...if vacancies which have tobe
filled for maintaining smooth ac-
ademic functioning of colleges/
institutions, ad hoc/temporary/
contract/guest faculty can be ap-
pointed till permanent faculty is
recruited,” read DU’s Friday order.

OnThursday, the UGC passed
aresolution to amend its regula-
tion on minimum qualification
for appointment of teachers to
permit ad hoc faculty to appear
for the interview for permanent
appointment in the same
university.
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SISODIA SAYS SLOGAN ‘CAME FROM PEOPLFE’

AAP hits poll pitch with new
slogan, padyatras, report card

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 20

IN LESS than a week of the Aam
Aadmi Party tyingup withJD(U)’s
Prashant Kishor-led Indian
Political Action Committee
(I-PAC) for its election campaign,
the party announced its official
slogan for the party.

Like it was for the 2015 polls,
the slogan this time — Achhe beete
paanch saal, lage raho Kejriwal
(Five years went by well, carry on
Kejriwal) — centred around party
chief and Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal. In 2015, the party
went with ‘Paanch saal Kejriwal .

The slogan and the party’s
strategy for the next fortnight
were declared at AAP’s party of-
fice near ITO. The party will also
release a report card of its five
years in power.

The office also bore a different
look — complete with a stage for
all MLAs to sit on, multiple life-
size hoardings of Kejriwal and the
slogan, and a registration desk.

Manish Sisodia, Gopal Rai, Sanjay Singh, Satyendar Jain at
Friday’s event. Senior leaders and MLAs will undertake
padyatras ahead of the polls. Praveen Khanna

Party officials said I-PAC’s team
had started working closely with
party members and Friday’s press
conference was the first such
event handled primarily by the
[-PAC team. Neither Kejriwal nor
Kishor were present.

Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia said that the slogan had

‘Give jobs to kin of 1984 riot victims’

PRITAMPAL SINGH
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 20

THE DELHI High Court directed the
Lieutenant Governor and Delhi govern-
ment to give jobs to children or family
members of those killed in the 1984
anti-Sikh riots, after verification of ap-
plicants and on the basis of evidence on
record.

“In case employment is denied by
the government, a speaking order shall
be passed by respondents, elaborating
the reasons as to why the claim of such
applicant is not covered by circular
dated 16.01.2006 or by rules, regula-

tions and government policy applica-
ble to the facts of the case,” a bench of
Chief Justice D N Patel and Justice C Hari
Shankar said.

The Centre’s 2006 circular had di-
rected that the children or other family
members of those killed in the 1984
anti-Sikh riots be provided jobs on com-
passionate grounds.

Asking the authorities to follow
their own circular “in accordance with
law, rules, regulations and the govern-
ment policy”, it said, “If the list for giv-
ing employment is already prepared by
the respondents, after proper scrutiny,
the list will be implemented in seri-
atim, as per the requirements of the re-

spondents”.

The order came on a PIL filed by the
Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Management
Committee (DSGMC) last year, which
alleged that despite the passage of 12
years since the 2006 circular, not a sin-
gle applicant was provided employ-
ment by the Delhi government.

Following the court’s direction,
Delhi government’s additional counsel
Anuj Aggarwal, appearing for the au-
thorities, said that they will “follow the
circular and if any children or family
members of those who died in 1984 ri-
ots is found fulfilling the criteria of the
circular, employment will be given to
them”.

come from the people.

“When we go and meet peo-
ple, they talk about our reforms
in education, health and our wa-
ter and power schemes. They are
the ones who say that the past
five years have been good. They
have only one wish that Arvind
Kejriwal becomes the CM again.
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This is how the slogan was born.
The people of Delhi have coined
it,” he said.

As per the campaign plan,
MLAs and senior party leaders
will hold padyatras in several
parts of the city to “take the slo-
ganto all 70 Vidhan Sabhas”.

A ‘report card’, which will be
launched on December 24, will
list “achievements of the AAP
government over the past five
years,” said a statementissued by
the party.

As per the campaign plan, be-
tween December 25 and January
7, MLAs, MPs and volunteers will
carry out a door-to-door cam-
paign targeting 35 lakh house-
holds. Kejriwal will address
seven public meetings even as
the party plans to hold 10 public
meetings in each of the 70 con-
stituencies in Delhi.

Rajya Sabha MPs N D Gupta
and Sushil Gupta, and senior
party leaders Gopal Rai, Pankaj
Gupta, Raghav Chadha, Durgesh
Pathak and Atishi, were also pres-
entat the launch.
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At LSR, IMF’s chief
economist points to
economic slowdown

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 20

INTERNATIONAL MONETARY
Fund (IMF) chief economist Gita
Gopinath said India’s economy
has slowed down much more
than predicted by many forecast-
ers, while interacting with stu-
dents at her alma mater Lady Shri
Ram College for Women Friday.

“People expected growth to
be slow, but the most recent
numbers have surprised every-
one. There has been a sharp
slowdown in investment and
consumption growth has also
dropped. So growth now is pri-
marily driven by government
spending,” she said.

In response to a question on
what the primary problems are,
she pointed to the financial sec-
tor. “There appears to be a bit of
a credit squeeze in the market.
We've had a problem with banks
and their non-performing assets.
In other countries, which have
inherited a large amount of non-
performing assets, it took a long
time toresolve. Butin India, new
institutions like the Insolvency

Gita Gopinath at LSR, Friday

and Bankruptcy Code and the
National Company Law Tribunal
had to be set up. You are trying
to do non-performing assets res-
olution with a new set of rules
and banks that still don’t have a
very good sense of how all of this
will work out,” she said.

She also pointed to the rural
sector, pointing to the fall in food
prices in the last year leading to
a shrink in rural demand.

She added that more needs to
be done by India to assure the rest
of the world that it is fiscally
sound. “The corporate tax cut was
announced, but there was no an-
nouncement on where the rev-
enue would come from, and rev-
enue mobilisation has not been
very good with the GST,” she said.
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PROTESTS AGAINST NEW CITIZENSHIP LAW

As Darya Ganj goes from calm to chaotic,
police station, hospital turn nerve centres

AMILBHATNAGAR &
SHIVAM PATEL
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 20

MINUTES AFTER a peaceful
protest from Jama Masjid to Delhi
Gate turned violent Friday
evening, leaving 45, including 13
policemen, injured, Lok Nayak
hospital saw a flurry of activity.
Though hospital administra-
tion said the injuries were "not se-
rious", The Indian Express found
multiple patients with bandages
wrapped around their heads and
in bloodstained clothes. A group
of policemen were also being
treated in the ward, which was
guarded by hospital security and
policemen. A doctor in the ward
said, "There are blunt trauma in-
juries on the head, lacerated
wounds and fractures too."
A14-year-old from Bihar, who
was visiting his family in Delhi
and was on his way to see the Red
Fort, was among the injured. He
claimed he got caught in the

protests and was hit on the head
during stone pelting and thenin-
jured in a stampede.

Nearby, Ashok, a constable
from Darya Ganj police station,
said, " was standinginaline with
other officers, trying to douse the
fire in a car that had been set
ablaze. As we tried to remove pro-
testers, they charged at us. Many
locals got injured in the stam-
pede; a group of protesters were
pelting stones and pushing us.
was wearing a helmet but one
stone hit my face and I fell."

Ground zero

AtDelhi Gate, barely a kilome-
tre away, there was chaos as fam-
ilies of those detained and
lawyers stood outside the Darya
Ganj police station, scrambling for
information. Several minors were
among those detained.

Mohd. Amir's family received
atextat8.20 pm from him which
just read "Darya Ganj". Panicked
relatives rushed from Subhash
Nagar to Delhi Gate. "He had

stopped at Jama Mas;jid for the
evening namaz. We don't know
what happened during the vio-
lence but we know he had noth-
ing todowithit. Heis not there at
the hospital and we don't know if
he is inside the station. All we
want is his safety," said Mohd.
Akram, arelative.

Messages meanwhile were
circulated on social media and
WhatsApp calling for lawyers to
gather at the police station,and a
group reached by 9 pm even
though entry was barred.

TaraNarula, alawyer whowas
allowed inside, said that there
were 32 persons detained. "There
are two doctors tending to the in-
jured inside. [ was told by police
that no minors have been de-
tained and they are only waiting
for family members of the boys to
come and pick them up. We are
facilitating their release,” she said.

Amna, the mother of 24-year-
old Akram, who she couldn't
trace, said: "He called me around
6 pm claiming he was being taken

by police. He is not in the hospi-
tal, so he must inside. Many have
been picked up while returning
after namaz."

Earlier in the day

The scenes were a stark con-
trast to the afternoon, when some
protesters outside Jama Masjid
were handing roses to police per-
sonnel. Even though slogans
against the new citizenship law
were raised, the gathering re-
mained peaceful.

Among those on the steps of
the grand mosque was Bhim
Army chief Chandrashekhar
Azad.He was surrounded by pro-
testers holding pictures of
Ambedkar and Gandhi and wav-
ing the tricolour as they chanted
"kaala kanoon wapis lo".

Resident Mohd. Aslam said,
"This is a way to divert attention
from matters such as unemploy-
ment. They said a lot of things
when they came to power; now
where is sabka saath sabka vikas?"

Most condemned the new

legislation, as they feared it would
be used to push them out of the
country when a National Register
of Citizens is implemented. "The
issue now concerns people's
homes. If we don't come out on
the streets with our own wish to-
day, we will be compelled against
our wish to come out tomorrow,"
said Mohd. Umair Siddiqui (18),
who works at a shoe shop near
Jama Masjid.

Harpreet Singh, a resident of
Mukherjee Nagar, whowas at the
protest, said. "If we don't come
here and support this cause today,
it can happen to us tomorrow."

The crowd started leaving for
Delhi Gate around 3 pm, and was
about to disperse around 5 pm
when trouble started. Police have
maintained people from outside
the area, predominantly
Seelampur, were the ones who
indulged in violence, including
setting a constable's car on fire.

Additional DCP (northeast)RP
Meena confirmed that over 2,000
protesters had moved from

Seelampur and Jaffrabad areas to
Delhi Gate.

Randhawa said that the group
from outside insisted on walking
towards India Gate or Jantar
Mantar and were told not to. "We
spoke to their leaders but the pro-
testers didn't listen to them ei-
ther," he said.

Around 5 pm, announce-
ments were made from a nearby
mosque through which an ac-
tivist appealed to people to start
returning. At 5.30 pm, police re-
ceived information on wireless
that a crowd from Northeast
Delhi was heading their way.

RAF and police officials were
deployed at barricades outside
the DCP office and water cannons
were brought closer. Around 5.50
pm, plastic bottles and stones
were hurled from the side of the
protesters towards security offi-
cials. Amid the clashes, as several
people ran inside the lanes of
Darya Ganj, police could be seen
running after them with lathis
and dragging them out.
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(Clockwise from bottom left) Scenes from Seelampur, where
30,000 people gathered through the day and police were on
their toes; a drone keeps an eye on Jama Masjid, which saw
peaceful protests in the afternoon; and at Delhi Gate, where
a water cannon was used. Photos: Praveen Khanna

Seelampur barrier
breached, police plan
to limit protests fails

ABHINAV RAJPUT &
SOMYA LAKHANI
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 20

THREE DAYS after violence broke
out in North East Delhi's
Seelampur during a protest
against the new citizenship law,
thousands turned up on the
streets for a protest despite pro-
hibitory orders.

Joint CP (Eastern Range) Alok
Kumar said, “A total of 30,000
people protested at Seelampur,
and 15,000 each in Mustafabad,
Khajuri, Brijpuri and Shastri Park.
Apart from police personnel, 10
companies of CRPF and RAF
were also deployed to contain
the protesters.”

Despite barricades, police
presence and 10 drones in the
area, at least 2,000 protesters
managed to breach the barri-
cades and reached Delhi Gate in
the evening, where a private ve-
hicle was set ablaze. Police re-
sorted to lathi charge and used
water cannons. At least 45 peo-
ple have been admitted to Lok
Nayak hospital.

Kumar said, “At all vantage

points, police was alert as
crowds were massive. From
Yamuna Khadar side, some peo-
ple managed to climb on to
Signature Bridge and then GT
Road.” A senior police officer said
“efforts were made to stop them
but the numbers swelled and it
was a tough task”.

In Shahdara's Seemapuri,
protesters allegedly pelted
stones at police and Additional
DCP (Shahdara)Rajbir Singh suf-
fered injuries on his forehead.
“Protests in the district were
largely peaceful, apart from one
incident of stone pelting which
lasted a few minutes,” said
Kumar. Police also took out a flag
march with maulvis and Aman
Committee members of the area
in the afternoon.

The Seelampur protest started
in the afternoon after Friday
prayers, despite prohibitory or-
ders,and dispersed early evening.
At 5.30 pm, however, a group
from Loni gathered at the same
spot. Kumar said, “Local leaders
circulated WhatsApp videos to
people to not indulge in violence
and announcements were also
made on police microphones.”

Shaheen Bagh stir on for 5 days, road shut

ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 20

AT SHAHEEN Bagh, the southern-
most colony in Delhi’s Okhla, over
1,000 locals have been sitting on
the road since Sunday night,
protesting against the new citi-
zenship law and implementation
of NRC. This meant a majority of
shops were shut and the stretch
connecting Noida to Delhi
through Kalindi Kunj was closed.

Throughout the gathering, the
sentiment was similar; “Ye Hindu
Muslim ki ladai nahi hai, ye sahi aur
galatkiladai hai (This is not a fight
between tworeligions; itis a fight
about right and wrong).” Most
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Kids play on the Kalindi
Kunj road. Abhinav Saha

protesters, especially women, dis-
suaded everyone from giving the
issue acommunal tone.

“The Constitution never di-
vides people on the basis of reli-
gion. We are living here by choice
and not by birth. At present, the

Constitution is in danger and we
want to fight that. This is a peace-
ful protest and we will continue
until the government rolls back
CAA,” said Mahid Begum, who
has been living here for 25 years.

Like her, many women
stepped out to protest against the
Act. Through the day, food was
served and protesters were pro-
vided with blankets to brave the
cold. In one lane, a group of boys
on bikes, holding the Tricolour,
shouted slogans of ‘azady’.

“We don’t want politics, we
want love. We don’t want to
make it communal,” said Sultan
Ahmed, who moved to the area
two years ago. Ahmad said he
was also getting support from his

GOVT. OF ODISHA

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

EASTERN CIRCLE-Il, CHANDIKHOLE
“@” Procurement Notice No. SEEC-II 01 of 2019-20

(Improvement of Disty No. 17, 23, 27 & Pehenta Minor of Kendrapara Canal (Package No. 31)

2 Improvement and Renovation of existing canal system of Mahanadi Delta Stage-1 (Major & Medium Projects) for stabilization of lost Ayacut under Kendrapara Irrigation Division under
Package No. 25 (Disty. No.5A) of G. Canal

3 Improvement and Renovation of Existing Canal systems of Mahanadi Delta Stage-1 (major & Medium Irrigation Projects) for stabilisation of Lost Ayacut under Kendrapara Irrigation
Division. (PACKAGE No-17) (Disty No. - 9H, Jagulaipada Minor, Jasar Minor, Kanipada Minor, Kurujnaga Minor of Disty No.9 of K Canal, Bramhania Minor, Kendulo Minor, Nainpur
Minor, Kharadia Minor, Kulabadakhiri Minor, Dabal Minor of Disty No. 10, Dagara Minor of K Canal)

4 Improvement and Renovation of Existing Canal systems of Mahanadi Delta Stage-1 (major & Medium lIrrigation Projects) for stabilisation of Lost Ayacut under Kendrapara Irrigation
Division. (PACKAGE No-16) (Disty No. - 9, Disty No.-10, Banamalipur Minor, Ayanda Minor, Sunalunda Minor, 38 R Minor, 39L Minor of Disty-9 of K Canal)

5 Improvement to protection work in front of Geo- Textile Tube Embankment at Pentha.

2 Total No. of Packages
3 Tender Cost

(SNSRI SR

4 Cost of Bid Document
5 Bid Security

Rs. 1,29,500.00 (On-line payment
Rs. 2,90,200.00 (On-line payment
‘B’ & ‘A’ for all Packages

11 (Eleven) calendar months for all packages

6 Class of Contractor

7 Period of Completion 1.

8. Other details are as follows.
Procurement Officer

Superintending Engineer, Eastern
Circle-ll, Chandikhole

Bid Identification No.

SEEC-II KID 01 OF 2019-20
SEEC-II KID 02 OF 2019-20

5 No. Individual Packages
Rs. 227.85 Lakhs

Rs. 198.56 Lakhs

Rs. 117.88 Lakhs

Rs. 129.49 Lakhs

Rs. 290.13 Lakhs

: Rs. 10,000.00 (On-line payment) for each Package
1 Rs. 2,27,900.00 (On-line payment)
2 Rs. 1,98,600.00 (On-line payment
3 Rs. 1,17,900.00 (On-line payment
4

5
1.

)
)
)
)

Availability of Tender On-line for bidding

From To

SEEC-II KID 03 OF 2019-20
SEEC-II KID 04 OF 2019-20
SEEC-II KID 01 OF 2019-20

9. e-mail id

: seec2chandikhole @ gmail.com

26.12.2019 at 10.00 hrs.

09.01.2020 upto 17.00 hrs.

Further detail conditions can be seen from the Govt. website www.tendersorissa.gov.in

32322/11/0001/1920

old neighbours in Tilak Nagar,
where he was living earlier.

Due to the protest, the Kalindi
Kunj road has remained shut
since December 15.The DND has
seen traffic jams owing to this.

During daily meetings of
Delhi Police with members of
RWA and Aman Committees,
DCP (South East) Chinmoy Biswal
appealed to them about getting
the stretch vacated. Biswal said,
“We are intervening in the mat-
ter throughlocal people,as we do
not want a confrontation. This
protest on the highway isabigin-
convenience to the locals there.
Members of RWAs and Aman
Committees are meeting them
and trying to convince them.”

Improvement and Renovation of existing canal system of Mahanadi Delta Stage-1 (Major & Medium Projects) for stabilization of lost Ayacut under Kendrapara Irrigation Division.

Date of Opening of Technical Bid
(Cover-l)

10.01.2020 at 11.30 hrs.

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer,
Eastern Circle-ll, Chandikhole
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At India Gate and
Jamia Campus,
protests are alive

SUKRITABARUAH &
JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 20

ASVIOLENCE was breaking out at
Delhi Gate Friday evening, hun-
dreds of people gathered atIndia
Gate for another protest against
the new citizenship law.

With their phone flashlights
in hand, the protesters read the
Preamble of the Constitution in
unison — a practice now com-
mon at protests against the new
Act — after sunset.

Along with students and ac-
tivists, many had travelled to the
venue as they were unable to
protest, mostly due to police re-
strictions in their localities. A
group of five friends from
Ghaziabad — where CrPCsection
144 was in force along with the
rest of UP, and mobile internet
connectivity was suspended —
were among those at the spot.

“After today’s afternoon
prayers, people tried coming out
of the mosque to protest against
the Act, but were chased away by
police in Kaila Bhatta. We then got
WhatsApp messages about the
protest here at India Gate, so we
came to exercise our right,” said
Muhammad Junaid (28), who
works in a private company.

Similarly, many protesters
came from Seelampur, where vi-
olence had broken out between
protesters and police Tuesday.

“Around 30 of us left from
Seelampur together for Jama
Masjid to attend the afternoon
protest, but we were unable to get
there as the area had been heav-
ily barricaded. Some managed to
get in, the rest of us walked to
Jantar Mantar, where we heard of
another protest, but there too we
were chased away. Finally, we
found out about this protest and
came here. This is a safe place to
protest,” said Magsoon Alam (47),

an e-rickshaw driver. Several peo-
ple from Old Delhi had also made
their way to India Gate.

Meanwhile, outside Jamia
Millia Islamia, songs about ‘Nari
shakt?’, ‘Modi-shah ki tanashaht’
and ‘Dilli Police ki maar’ marked
protests by locals and college stu-
dents Friday. Young artists from
Mumbai and Delhi came to per-
form songs, mostly parodies of
Bollywood numbers, to support
Jamia students. Locals were also
offered tea and biryani, wrapped
in the paper on which was writ-
ten, NoNRCand no CAA'.

Aamir Aziz, famous for his
song ‘Achhe Din Blues’, recited a
poem: ‘Tum goliyo se humein
maar zarur sakte ho, lekin hum
marr jayeein ye zaruri nahi’. He
spoke about resistance and
praised women, who led many
protests across the city.

Artist Asif Tanha, who
claimed he has been named in
two FIRs, said, “I was injured after
the protest Sunday, but police
have still been blaming me forin-
stigating other students and for
rioting.”

Protests started in Jamia a
week ago. Since then, protesters
have not vacated the space out-
side the university and organised
a sit-in protest every day.

“Our student committee is
busy with protesting, arranging
meals for protesters, managing
traffic on the street and handling
the public. We will continue to
protest till the government
changes its stance,” said Shah
Alam, a student from Jamia.

Students used ropes and bar-
ricades to make boundaries and
ensure protesters don’'t block traf-
fic. Fatima(45),a housewife from
Batla House, said: “We saw how
brutally police attacked children
inside the library. I have never
participated in a protest before
this, but those images moved
me,” she said.

At the protest at India Gate, Friday. Abhinav Saha

Centre for Development of
Advanced Computing

CORRIGENDUM

In the C-DAC recruitment advertisement no. CORP/GR.A/03/2019
notified in various newspapers on 19th December, 2019, the last date of
application may be read as 12th January, 2020. The other terms &
conditions in the said advertisement remain unchanged.

davp 06132/11/0014/1920

INDIAN AIR FORCE
AIR FORCE STATION AGRA
APPOINTMENT OF FEMALE
SWEEPER / ATTENDANT (SANITARY)
(PART TIME)

Application are invited for the post of part time female
Sweeper/ Attendants (Sanitary)

Qualification 10th pass
Age

medically fit
Tenure

Above 18 Yrs, Should be physically and

Two Years from the date of joining, Not

extendable on any ground.

Visits

Four hours per day as per timing fixed by

officer in charge Family welfare center.

Honorarium

Rs. 9000/-,. No TA/DA & other allowances

admissible. In the event of absence without
any authorized leave Rs. 346/- will be
deducted for each day of absence.

Leave

Casual Leave for 08 days in a year. Sunday

and National Holidays will be observed as
holidays, unless otherwise notified.

Duties

To keep the Family Welfare Centre neat and

clean and maintain hygiene in and around
the centre and also to perform other duties
assigned by OIC FWC

Application to reach at following address within 7days of
publication of this advertisement: SMO, Air Force
Station, Agra Tele, 0562-2400524 Extn: 2004

davp 10802/11/0045/1920

Azad reads the Preamble to the Constitution at Jama Masjid, Friday. Praveen Khanna

AT JAMA MASJID

Police,
mouse

SHIVAMPATEL
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 20

SEVERAL TEAMS of Delhi Police
had been trailing Bhim Army
chief Chandrashekhar Azad be-
fore he appeared in front of Jama
Masjid Friday afternoon.
Policemen soon detained him,
but amid resistance from the
crowd, he managed to give them
the slip. In a dramatic chase, he
ran from house to house and
jumped across rooftops with po-
lice on his heels before disappear-
ing from sight. Police were yet to
catch him till late night as he
headed inside Jama Masjid later.

Prior to the drama, on
Thursday, police from the South-
ern Range and Crime Branch had
been trying to approach Azad af-
ter he called for a protest march
from Jama Masjid to Jantar
Mantar. But he “avoided the calls”,
after which they approached his
advocate, who said Azad would
turn up at Jama Masjid.

On Friday morning, the
Central district police made
arrangements by deploying staff
in and around Jama Masjid,
where thousands were expected

to gather. “Failing to trace Azad,
the Special Cell of Delhi Police was
also roped in by afternoon to lo-
cate his whereabouts, as he had
switched off his phone at around
10.30am,” a senior officer said.

Police personnel were stand-
ing atall 10 entrance gates of Jama
Masjid when suddenly, soon af-
ter afternoon prayers, they came
to know that Azad, who held a
copy of the Constitution in one
hand and a photo of Ambedkarin
the other, was at the stairs of the
mosque with supporters.

“Police rushed towards him,
but they could not reach him as
there was lot of resistance from
the crowd. After alot of effort, po-
lice managed to get hold of him
and tried to take him out from the
crowd. DCP (Central) Mandeep
Singh Randhawa, along with one
of his team members, was taking
him out. Azad requested they
don’t hold him like an accused,
but as soon as they relaxed their
grip, he escaped,” an officer said,
adding that police chased after
him butinvain.

Azad later turned up at Gate 1
of Jama Masjid around 4 pm
when the late afternoon prayers
began. Cops from a police post

Bharat Coking Coal Limited

A Mini Ratha Company
(A Subsidiary of Coal India Limited)

NOTICE

All the Executives superannuated from BCCL from
01.01.2007 onwards, are entitled for Pension under CIL
Executive Defined Contribution Pension Scheme. All
such executives who have not yet submitted their
claims are requested to submit online Profile form and
Form-10E immediately and contact concerned Area
Finance Dept. for further necessary action.

Web Link : http://210.212.29.221:8080/apex/f?p=168

General Manager (P/EE)

Executive Establishment Dept.

Azadincat and
through Friday

across the mosque watched him
as he made his way, waving at the
protesters and requested them to
maintain peace.

As the crowd began to go in-
side the mosque for the prayers,
Azad went in with them. As he
was climbing the steps of the
mosque, an officer at the police
post deployed a drone to track
him but by then, he couldn’t be
found in the crowd.

Azad tweeted at 5pm: “l am
sitting on the steps of Jama Masjid
to tell the Modi government that
Modiji, we will not let you kill the
Constitution. This country is ours
and we will fight till our last
breath to save it.”

Later, after incidents of vio-
lence were reported, Azad
tweeted around 6.30pm: “Those
who are doing violence are not
our people. Ours is a peaceful
protest at Jama Masjid.
Ambedkarites do not engage in
violence. People who are doing it
are from the RSS.Iam at Jama
Masjid and will stay here. People
whoare spreading violence want
to weaken our movement.”

Police, meanwhile, said they
were waiting for him to come out
of the mosque.

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 20

BHIM ARMY founder
Chandrashekhar Azad, who
evaded the Delhi Police and
joined protesters at Jama Masjid,
says he will continue his protest
till the government rolls back the
new citizenship law.

What exactly is the Bhim
Army protesting against?

The whole nation is protest-
ing against the Citizenship
Amendment Act and the NRC.
While whole country is burn-
ing, should we remain silent?
Bhim Army stands for the pro-
tection of the Constitution
which is bestowed by B R
Ambedkar. We will not allow
the division of the country.

What will be your next step?
Our protest is not over yet.
Lakhs of people are assembled
here (near Jama Masjid). We are
getting calls from all over the
country as well as outside of the

THECITY 5

Who will take responsibility
for the current deaths: Azad

country. People are supporting us.
We will continue our protests.

The government says that
CAA does not apply to Indian
citizens, they will be not be
affected?

I don’t believe the people
who lie. All the slogans of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit Shah are
lies. What happened during the
notebandi (demonetisation)?
Many people died. Who is re-
sponsible for their deaths?
Today, six people have died in
Uttar Pradesh? Who will take re-
sponsibility of their death?
People do not trust them now.
Why are they doing NRC?
Muslims are patriots. They did
not protest when the govern-
ment abrogated Article 370.
When the verdict in the Babri
Masjid demolition case was pro-
nounced, they did not protest.
They did not protest when the
Parliament passed the tripal ta-
laq law. But now, we will protest
the undemocratic move of this
government.

At CP, amarch in
favour of the new law

ANANYATIWARI &
SHAARDHOOL
SHREENATH

NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 20

HUNDREDS OF people assem-
bled at Central Park in
Connaught Place to support the
Citizenship Amendment Act
Friday evening.

Delhi BJP chief Manoj Tiwari,
who attended the event, said,
“The people protesting have a
fear that NRC will come on the
basis of the Act. But NRC has not
even been drafted yet.”

Meanwhile, ina video posted
on Twitter, Kapil Mishra, who
joined BJP from AAP, can be
heard leading a crowd and
shouting: “Desh ke gaddaron ko,
goli maaro saalon ko (Shoot the
nation’s traitors).”

Supporters marched around
the Inner Circle, with traffic be-
ing diverted for them.

For many of those gathered,
the Act presents an opportunity
for persecuted minorities, par-
ticularly Hindus, living in
Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Bangladesh, to settle peacefully
in India.

Naval Kishore Jha(62), of the
BJP-affiliated Bijay Vihar Mandal,
said, “Kejriwal spreads the myth
that this Act is against Muslims,
butitis not. It only provides citi-
zenship to Hindus from
Afghanistan, Bangladesh and
Pakistan who have beenin India
since before 2014.”

The event was organised by
Shekhar Chahal, who runs a so-
cial media page.

(Shaardhool Shreenath is an
intern with The Indian Express)

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah wants a nationwide NRC.
What is your view on it?

He (Amit Shah) is holding a
constitutional post. But whatever
he is saying is not democratic —
it's dictatorship. You cannot di-
vide this country based on
(Vinayak Damodar) Savarkar
model. CAA-NRCare aimed at di-
viding the people of the country.
We will not allow that.

Why did you choose Jama
Masjid as the protest site?

Thereis amazar(mausoleum)
of one of the greatest freedom
fighters, Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad, in the area. This is from
where he challenged the British.
There can be no better place to
protest against an undemocratic
government. A lot of people, es-
pecially women, are coming out
and taking part in protests.

Till when you will continue
the protest?

Until the government takes
back CAA and its decision to con-
duct NRC.

Mabhila Cong
gathers outside
Shah’s house

New Delhi: Around 50 members
of the Delhi Mahila Congress
staged a flash protest in front of
Union Home Minister Amit Shah’s
residence on Krishna Menon
Marg against the new citizenship
law Friday, following which they
were detained at Mandir Marg
station. Daughter of former
President Pranab Mukherjee and
currently DMC president,
Sharmistha Mukherjee, who led
the protest and was detained, said,
“The dictatorial way in which po-
lice has been tackling these
protests... we are against that. Why
can’'t we protest in front of HM’s
house? This is a democracy, and
hasn’t he been elected by peo-
ple?” Many women had roses in
their hands. Block president
Namisha Srivastava said, “We
want to show we are holding a
peaceful protest.” ENS
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CITIZENSHIP LAW

Govtissues note to clarify: Those

DELHI CONFIDENTIAL

SILENT ON NRC

THE SILENCE of Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray
on the proposed nationwide NRCis discomfiting to the Congress.
The common minimum programme of the Shiv Sena, NCP and
the Congress specifies that the three parties will take a “joint
view” after holding consultations and arriving at a consensus on
contentious issues of national importance. But there has been
no consultations so far on the NRCamong the parties. The Sena’s
support to the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill in Lok Sabha had
enraged the Congress. The Sena then nuanced its stance in Rajya
Sabha and stayed away from voting. Interestingly, Thackeray’s
silence is in contrast to the likes of Nitish Kumar and Naveen
Patnaik who have come out opposing a nationwide NRC after

supporting the CAB.

ON RECORD

THE BJP’s training programme, after successfully completing
amassive membership campaign, is considered to be one-of-
its-kind as the party has become a political force with the
largest pool of trained human resources working on political
engagement. Now, the party wants to put all those efforts and
programmes on record. It is set to release a coffee table book
on how it accomplished the mission of ideologically training
its members. The book — Training For A New India: Pt
Deendayal Upadhyaya Prashikshan Mahabhiyan — edited by
former Organiser weekly editor R Balashankar and Hemant
Goswami, narrates on the BJP’s growth from 2014, training
sessions in the states, different morchas and how technology

was used for the purpose.

THE COUNTER

AS CONGRESS president Sonia Gandhi has become the voice
of her party on the issue of protests against the new citizen-
ship law, the BJP has fielded Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman to counter her. On Monday, Gandhi came out
against police action on Jamia students, attacking the govern-
ment for not having any “compassion” in “shutting down peo-
ple’svoices”, while Sitharaman warned that “people must be
wary of jihadists, Maoists and separatists” infiltrating student
protests. On Friday, when the Congress president, in a video
message, slammed the government for using “brute force”
against the protesters, Sitharaman was fielded to convey that
the government will not start the NRC exercise without con-

sulting the stakeholders.

DOUBLE ROLE

INFORMATION AND Broadcasting Secretary Amit Khare, a
1985-batch IAS officer, was appointed as higher education
secretary last week. Before this announcement, Khare was al-
ready holding additional charge of the school department
since October 15. There is a strong buzz in the bureaucracy
that the government may not appoint a full-time school ed-
ucation secretary. In other words, like the early 2000s, the
HRD Ministry could have only one secretary looking after both

school and higher education.

India belongs to Muslims
as much as it belongs to
Hindus: Law Minister

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAIPUR, DECEMBER 20

UNION MINISTER Ravi Shankar
Prasad on Friday said India be-
longs to Muslims as much asit be-
longs to Hindus, and asked peo-
ple protesting against the
citizenship law if they had ever
seen the pain of those displaced.

He also said that the new law
isnotapplicable oncitizens of the
country. Those who are citizens of
India, be it Hindus or Muslims, can
live here with honour, Prasad said
while addressing a rally.

“The country belongs to
Muslims as much as it belongs to
Hindus. It feels good when
Muslims progress and become
president, vice-president, chief

NATIONAL POPULATION REGISTER UPDATION

justice. If they progress within the
BJP, we respect them and will con-
tinue to respect them,” he said.

He asked people protesting
against the new law, “if they ever
saw the pain of those displaced;
the way they and their daughters
have been mistreated”.

“Insuch cases, isn’tit the moral
obligation of India to honour
them?” he asked.

“If we have given gas connec-
tions to 8 crore women to get rid
of black smoke and provided elec-
tricity connectioninevery village,
did we leave Muslim families be-
hind? We are proud of Muslims
who are doing good in Digital
India. We do not do this work for
votes because we have an obliga-
tion as the people have chosen us
to run the government,” he said.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Oppn draws
NRC-note ban

born here before 1987 are Indians parallel, says it'll
hurt poor most

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 20

SEEKING TO quell the ongoing
protests against the amended
citizenship law, the government
on Friday clarified that anyone
born in India before 1987 or
whose parents were born in
India before 1987, are bona fide
Indian citizens according to law
and don’t need to worry about
the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, 2019, or the proposed pan-
India NRC.

Additionally, the govern-
ment clarified that in the event
of a countrywide NRC, “for pre-
1971 genealogy, you do not have
to submit any type of identity
card or any documents like the
birth certificate of parents/ an-
cestors. It was valid only for the
Assam NRC, based on the ‘Assam
Accord’ and the directive of the
Honourable Supreme Court. For
the rest of the country, the NRC
process is completely different
and under The Citizenship
(Registration of Citizens and
Issue of National Identity Cards)
Rules, 2003.”

It said “there is absolutely no
compulsion to submit any docu-
ment by/ of the parents”,and “it
would be sufficient for you to
provide the details of your birth”.
However, “if you do not have the
details of your birth, then you
will have to provide the same
details about your parents”.

A top government official
said that according to the 2004
amendments of the Citizenship
Act, if one parentis an Indian and
neitheris anillegal immigrant, a
person is considered an Indian

Former Rajasthan CM Vasundhara Raje at a rally organised
by the state BJP in support of the new citizenship law in

Jaipur on Friday. Rohit jain Paras

citizen. However, this does not
apply to Assam.

“The government is also
open toreceiving suggestions, if
any, from anyone on the CAA,”
he said, adding, “We are also try-
ing to remove doubts of the peo-
ple about the CAA through vari-
ous ways.”

In a note issued by the Press
Information Bureau (PIB) titled
‘Q&A on NRC', the government
said: “Citizenship can be proved
by submitting any documents
related to date of birth and place
of birth. However, a decision is
yet to be taken on such accept-
able documents. This is likely to
include voter cards, passports,
Aadhaar, licences, insurance pa-
pers, birth certificates, school
leaving certificates, documents
relating to land or home or other
similar documents issued by
government officials.”

It said “the list is likely to in-
clude more documents so that
no Indian citizen has to suffer

unnecessarily”.

The home  ministry
spokesperson also tweeted on
Friday: “Citizenship of India may
be proved by giving any docu-
ment relating to date of birth or
place of birth or both. Such alist
is likely to include a lot of com-
mon documents to ensure that
no Indian citizen is unduly ha-
rassed or put to inconvenience.”

The spokesperson also
tweeted, “Indian citizens do not
have to prove any ancestry by
presenting documents like iden-
tity cards, birth certificates etc of
parents/ grandparents dating
back to pre-1971 situation.”

On whether the NRC would
require old documents that are
difficult to collect, the PIB note
said: “There is nothing like that.
Common documents will only
be required to prove identity.
When the NRC is announced at
the national level, then rules and
instructions will be made for it
in such a way that no one will

face any trouble.”

It said that if a person s illit-
erate and does not have relevant
documents, “the authorities will
allow that person to bring a wit-
ness. Also, other evidence and
community verification etc. will
also be allowed.”

Saying that the assumption
that poor people may not have
any documents was “not en-
tirely correct”, it said: “... they
also got the benefit of the wel-
fare schemes of the government.
Theiridentity will be established
on the basis of that.”

Emphasising that NRC has
not been announced for the en-
tire country, it said thatif itisim-
plemented it “does not mean
that anyone will be asked for
proof of being Indian.” “NRC is
merely a normal process to reg-
ister your name in the citizens’
register. Just like we present our
identity cards or any other doc-
ument for registering our names
in the voter list or getting
Aadhaar card made, similar doc-
uments shall need to be pro-
vided for NRC, as and when it is
carried out,” it said.

On some chief ministers say-
ing that they would not allow
NRC or CAA to be implemented
in their states, the top official
said state governments don’t
have the power to deny the exer-
cise. As per the central govern-
ment order, the power to grant
citizenship is currently dele-
gated to district magistrates. The
official said the Centre may re-
scind that order to vest that
power in the Foreigners
Regional Registration Office
(FRRO) under the Ministry of
Home Affairs.

Assam will always remain with
the Assamese, says Sonowal

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI,DECEMBER 20

ASSAM  CHIEF  Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal on Friday
reiterated his commitment to-
wards protecting the interests of
the Assamese people and said
his government has began the
process of initiating a dialogue
with leaders of the ongoing agi-
tation against the new citizen-
ship law in the state.

“I want to tell the people of
Assam from the bottom of my
heart, as a son of the soil, that
Assam will forever be for the
Assamese. Land, hearth, culture,
heritage, language of the
Assamese people will always be
protected. No one can snatch
away the rights of the indige-
nous sons of the soil of Assam,”
Sonowal said at a press confer-
ence in Guwahati.

The CM said his government
was committed to implement
Clause 6 of the Assam Accord
and bring legislations to protect
Assamese language and culture.
The clause promises
“Constitutional, legislative and
administrative safeguards... to
protect, preserve and promote
the cultural, social, linguistic
identity and heritage of
Assamese people”.

“Itis clear that Assam will al-
ways remain with the Assamese.
For this, whatever legislation is
required, we will bring the leg-
islation... We have brought a pol-
icy in place to ensure Assamese
language, culture, heritage, land
will be protected and well

Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal with state
Finance Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma at a peace rally in
Nalbari district on Friday. Dasarath Deka

guarded by implementing
Clause 6 of Assam Accord,”
Sonowal said,thanking Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit Shah for as-
suring Assam that adequate
measures will be taken to get
Clause 6 implemented.

Assam has witnessed wide-
spread protests against the new
citizenship law, with alarge sec-
tion of society holding it as a
threat to the interests of the
Assamese people. But Sonowal
said “misinformation” was
spread by certain “enemies of
the people”. He held them re-
sponsible for the violence in the
state last week.

“Banks have been burnt, pan-
chayat offices have been burnt,
public properties have been
damaged, houses of our MLAs
were attacked, and MP and

Union minister Rameshwar Teli's
house was set on fire,” he said.
“Taking advantage of the
movement, a number of evil
forces have spread misinforma-
tion. They spread numerous
wrong facts and created confu-
sion among people. Someone is
saying 1 crore people will come,
someone is saying 1.5 crore will
come... They are spreading mis-
information,” he added.
“Those people who have
faced religious persecution and
have been living with us for
decades will be eligible to apply
for citizenship, and the number
of such people will be negligible.
Once the application process is
over, this data will be clear and
that will prove whatIam saying
today. The mask of those who
are spreading misinformation
will be taken off then,” he said.

Centre to seek info on date and place of parents’ birth

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 20

AMID PROTESTS over the NRC,
the Union Home Ministry has ap-
proached the Cabinet for Rs 3,941
crore to update the National
Population Register (NPR). The
upcoming NPR exercise will re-
quire people to declare ‘date and
place of birth of parents’ which
was not asked in the earlier NPR
— this holds significance in the
context of the proposed nation-
wide NRC.

According to the sources, the
Home Ministry has sought Rs

8,754 crore for Census 2021 and
Rs 3,941 crore for updating the
NPR. The Cabinet, headed by the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, is
likely to approve the proposal on
December 24.

“The data for NPR will be up-
dated alongside the first phase of
Census...No biometric data is be-
ing collected during the updation
exercise,” said a source.

Sources further said data on
21 points will be collected for up-
dating the NPR. These include
date and place of birth of parents,
last place of residence,
Permanent Account Number,
Aadhaar (on voluntarily basis),

According to sources,
the Home Ministry has
soughtRs 8,754 crore
for Census 2021 and

Rs 3,941 crore for
updating the NPR

Voter ID card number, Driving
License number and mobile
number.

In the last NPR in 2010, data
was collected on 15 points. These
15 points did notinclude date and
place of birth of parents, last place

of residence, passport number,
Aadhaar ID, PAN, Driving Licence
number, Voter ID card and Mobile
number. The three points of
mother’s name, father’s name
and name of spouse have been
made into one point this time.
According to the Citizenship
(Registration of Citizens and Issue
of National Identity Cards)Rules,
notified on December 10,2003, a
Population Register is ‘the register
containing details of persons usu-
ally residing in a village or rural
area or town or ward or demar-
cated area (demarcated by the
Registrar General of Citizen
Registration) withinaward in a

town or urban area.

“It is mandatory for every
usual resident of India to register
inthe NPR. A usual resident is de-
fined for the purposes of NPRas a
person who hasresided inalocal
area for the past 6 months or
more or a person who intends to
reside in that area for the next 6
months ormore,” says the Census
of India website.

Meanwhile, sources said sev-
eral new initiatives are being
taken to conduct Census 2021
which include the facility to the
public for self-enumeration and
the use of a mobile application
time for data collection.

Assam BJP holds
peace march,
protests continue

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI,DECEMBER 20

THE BJP in Assam began its out-
reach programme to protesters on
Friday with a peace march in
Nalbari, even as widespread
protests and cultural demonstra-
tions against the new citizenship
law continued across the state.

Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal, Finance Minister
HimantaBiswa Sarmaand state BJP
president Ranjeet Dass marched
silently through Nalbari town,along
with several other top BJP ministers
andalarge gathering of supporters.

To counter the BJP’s march,
protest demonstrations against the
new law were held in Nalbari un-
der the banner of the All Assam
Students’ Union (AASU).

Mobileinternetin the state was
restored on Friday although the
Gauhati HC had on Thursday or-
dered restoration by 5pm.

The state government also ap-
pealed to the HC seeking a review
of the orderand suspensionof mo-
bile internet in the night for a few
more days. But the HC dismissed
the petition.

Meanwhile, protest demon-
strations continued across the state
by citizens, artistes and even
lawyers and persons with disabili-
ties.OnDecember 21, women’s sit-
in demonstrations have been
planned across the state.

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 20

ASPROTESTS against the new cit-
izenship law and the proposed
nationwide NRC showed no signs
of abating, Congress president
Sonia Gandhi on Friday drew a
parallel between NRC and de-
monetisation and said the “poor
and vulnerable” will be particu-
larly “hurt” as they will be forced
to stand in queues to prove their
citizenship and face hardships
similar to what they endured
three years ago.

Sonia’s remarks were echoed
by AICC general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, who vis-
ited a protest at India Gate.

CPM general secretary Sitaram
Yechury said the NRCwill unleash
hardships onmillions of poorand
marginalised Indians. “NRC will
dragall to government officesand
queue up. It's about documents
which mostIndians do not have. It
will be life in detention camps for
so many, especially poor and mar-
ginalised sections. Indians now
see through this sinister design of
the BJP to rule by fear. It can’t suc-
ceed,” he said.

Their remarks, invoking de-
monetisation and the problems
people faced then, suggest a sub-
tlebut conscious attempt to frame
the NRC as an exercise which will
affect not just one community but
the poor and marginalised sec-
tions across the religious divide.

Earlier this week, AAP leader
and Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal had aired similar con-
cerns. “Seventy per cent peoplein
this country do not have docu-
ments, the poor do not have doc-
uments...the rich will get docu-
ments made using money. During
demonetisation also...it was said
that the rich will suffer. The rich
converted their notes giving com-
mission...it was the poorwhohad
suffered,” Kejriwal said.

“There are around 3-4 crore
non-Muslims in Bangladesh,
Pakistan and Afghanistan. Even if
half of them come to our country;,
who will give them jobs? ..Will
they be provided housingin Delhi,
Mumbai, Gujarat, Assam, Tripura.
Ourkids are not getting jobs in our
country..,” he had said.

On Friday, Sonia said “the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act is
discriminatory and the proposed
nationwide NRC will particularly
hurt the poor and vulnerable. Like
atthe time of note-bandi, they will
have to stand in line to prove their
and their ancestors’ citizenship.
People’s apprehensions are real
and legitimate.”

Talking on similar lines,

Sonia Gandhi

Priyanka said both the citizenship
law and the NRC are against the
poor. “The richwill show the pass-
ports....but what will the poor
do...the poor mostly will not have
documents...and then they will
have to stand in queues and face
hardships like they had faced dur-
ing demonetisation..,” she said.

Their remarks also come at a
time when NDA allies who
backed the new citizenship lawin
Parliament have changed their
tune on the NRC. JD(U) president
and Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar has said the NRC will not
be implemented in Bihar and LJP
chief Chirag Paswan has asserted
that the party will not supportany
legislation which is not in the in-
terest of the common people.

Parties like the B]JD, which
backed the citizenship legislation
in Parliament, too, are wary of the
NRC exercise. Party chief and
Odisha Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik has expressed his opposi-
tion to NRC.

The Opposition is acutely
aware that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has over the years
cultivated a pro-poor image with
his populist schemes and chants.
By framing the NRCas an exercise
which will hit the poor, the
Opposition seems to be trying to
hit the BJP’s soft spot.

Sonia also hit out at the BJP
government forits handling of the
protests and accused it of using
“brute force to suppress dissent”.

“There have been sponta-
neous protests in the universities,
IITs, IIMs and other leading aca-
demicinstitutions throughout the
country against the divisive
agenda and anti-people policies
of the BJP government. In a
democracy, people have arightto
raise their voice against wrong de-
cisions and policies of the govern-
mentand register their concerns.”

“Equally, it is the duty of the
government to listen to the citi-
zens and address their concerns.
The BJP government has shown
utter disregard for people’s voices
and chosen to use brute force to
suppress dissent. This is unaccept-
ableinademocracy,” she said and
condemned the actions of the
government.

Gehlot: Rajasthan will
not implement CAA

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, DECEMBER 20

RAJASTHAN CHIEF Minister
Ashok Gehlot said on Friday that
Rajasthan will be among more
than eight states which will not
be implementing the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act.
“I have said several times that
Citizenship Amendment Act and
NRC can’t beimplemented in the
entire country because these are
impractical. Despite the protests
and advice of the opposition par-
ties the CAB became an act be-

cause of the arrogance of major-
ity but why students and youth
from all communities are taking
to streets today?” wrote Gehloton
Twitter. He added that this has
put all communities including
Hindus and Muslims on guard.

“This has put all communi-
ties including Hindus and
Muslims on guard. More than
eight states includingWest
Bengal, Bihar, Punjab, Rajasthan,
kerala, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh are not imple-
menting it. The NDA should im-
mediately repeal it,” tweeted
Gehlot on Friday.

NRC process will be smooth: Javadekar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 20

UNION MINISTER Prakash
Javadekar on Friday said the
National Register of CGitizens (NRC)
process, when it commences,
“will happen smoothly”, and
Indian citizens should not worry
about being left out of the list.

When asked what documents
would be required to prove citi-
zenship, the minister pointed to
the Aadhaar card as proof.
“Everybody has an Aadhaar card
now. This is enough. There is no
need for any Indian citizen to
worry about being left out,”
Javadekar said.

Speaking about the new citi-

zenship law, Javadekar said, “...Let
us understand what the actual is-
sueis —itiswhethertoallowille-
gal immigrants to stay in the
country. Thisis something thatno
other country in the world al-
lows... The Act allows those who
were once a part of India, to come
back... these people were Indians
at one point. And of course, also
those who are being persecuted
on the basis of religion.”

With regard to opposition to
the law, Javadekar said, “We have
to see who in the country are op-
posing this. Some people want to
create confusion. Those who are
opposing the Act are supporting
illegal immigrants. These are the
people talking the language of
Pakistan.”

The Minister added that theis-
sueis simple — that of refugeesin
the county who have fled
Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan due to religious per-
secution and have been stayingin
the country for the past 20 yearsin
deplorable conditions.

Healso criticised West Bengal
Mamata Banerjee for asking the
BJP to go for a UN-monitored ref-
erendum on the new law and
NRC. “Why should the UN be
brought in on this issue? Why
should there be a referendum
when the people of the country
have elected their members to
represent them...? Thisisaninsult
tothe whole country and Mamata
Banerjee should apologise,”
Javadekar said.
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In Kolkata. Partha Paul

GUJARAT

Vadodara city police
opened fire to disperse
mobs as violence
erupted in Hathikhana
area, leaving two police
officers injured in stone
pelting and a police
vehicle damaged.

KARNATAKA

Atleast 50 people who
had arrived from Kerala
were taken into
custody for trying to
enter the Mangaluru
without identity cards.
Some mediapersons
were detained for
entering the
Government Wenlock
Hospital, where the
post-mortem of those
killed in Thursday's
police firing was
underway. Internet
services were
suspended in Dakshina
Kannada district.

KERALA

Protesters blocked
Karnataka state
transport buses in
Kozhikode. Congress
workers blocked roads
and burnt tyres in
Kozhikode, while a
group of activists also
burnt an effigy of Home
Minister Amit Shah.

MAHARASHTRA

Protests turned violent
in Beed, Nanded and
Parbhani districts, with
mobs pelting stones at
State Transport buses,
police said.

MADHYA PRADESH

Indefinite curfew was
clamped in four police
station areas of Jabalpur
after over adozen
police officials were
injured in stone pelting.

Journalist
detained in
Lucknow says
communal slurs
hurled at him

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, DECEMBER 20

THE HINDU newspaper’s Uttar
Pradesh correspondent, Omar
Rashid, was allegedly detained
by the Lucknow police for
around two hours on Friday. He
alleged that “communal slurs”
were used against him.

When contacted by The Indian
Express, Additional SP(East) Suresh
Chandra Rawat claimed that he
“does not know about the deten-
tion”. Despite repeated attempts
to contact them, senior officers
were unavailable for comment.

Rashid said, “I was waiting in
Hazratganj... when some people
in civilian clothes barged into
the dhaba... They then pushed
me and my activist friend into a
vehicle... They then took to us to
Hazratganj police station where
I was searched and the police-
men there made communal re-
marks about me and my
Kashmiri identity.”

Rashid alleged that the po-
lice claimed that he and Verma
were involved in the violence
and arson that happened in
Lucknow on Thursday.

When contacted by The
Indian Express, the Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath’s media adviser
Mrityunjay Kumar said “I spoke
to him (Rashid) and he did not
say anything about communal
slurs... It (the claim) is wrong. |
spoke to editors at The Hindu. It
happened due to a misunder-
standing in the kind of atmos-
phere there is at the moment...”

MASSIVE PROTEST IN PUNE

JOHNSONTA
MANGALURU, DECEMBER 20

ON THURSDAY, when protesters
opposing the new citizenship
law clashed with policemen in
Mangaluru, CCTV cameras at the
city’s Highland Hospital caught
policemen attacking the hospi-
tal to target protesters.

Soon after police firing oc-
curred in the Bunder region of
the city, nine people were rushed
to the hospital. Two people —
Abdul Jaleel (49) and Naushin K
(24) — were brought dead with
bullet wounds in the eye and the
back respectively, two others
were seriously injured by bullets
and others had injuries from po-
lice beatings or stone pelting,
hospital officials said.

“Soon after the news spread
of the victims from the protests
being at the hospital, a small
crowd gathered near the hospi-
tal. As a precaution and given the
situation, we alerted the police
and sought security. We called
the police for security but they
ended up firing three tear gas
shells in the hospital and scaring
patients and staff by barging in
and trying to find protesters in
the hospital rooms,” a senior
Highland Hospital official, who
did not want to be named, said.

The CCTV footage at the
Highlands Hospital shows a
group of youths entering the
hospital premises shouting slo-
gans at 6.06 pmon Thursday - an
hour after the dead and injured
were brought in. A few minutes
later, one of the youths in the
hospital compound is seen
throwing a stone outside the
hospital wall.

Within minutes, a tear gas

shell lands in the front yard of the
hospital. “It seems that the group
of men who came into the hospi-
tal compound threw stones at a
bus on the main road before
coming into the hospital prem-
ises and the police followed
them,” said the hospital official.

Subsequent footage from the
CCTV cameras shows the police
entering the hospital compound
and beating up persons found
standing around before entering
the ground floor, where special
wards and an ICU are located,
and trying to kick open doors in
an attempt to find protesters
they suspected to have been in
the front yard.

“When they opened some of
the ward doors, they found only
patients and their attenders.
They then tried to enter the ICU,”
a hospital official said, corrobo-
rating visuals seen on the CCTV
footage. “Our staff, attenders of
patients were among those who
were in the front area when the
commotion occurred and the po-
lice entered. They ran helter-skel-
terinfear and the police thought
they were the protesters.”

A total of 60 patients apart,
from the nine victims of the po-
lice violence, were at the hospi-
tal when the police entered to
look for protesters from the
streets, the official said.

“In the night, the police came
into the hospital and created a
ruckus. All the patients and the
staff were scared and hiding,”
said Abu Sali, 45, who suffered a
bullet injury on his right arm in
the police firing and was admit-
ted at the hospital.

“The tear gas shells that were
fired in the hospital caused dif-
ficulty in breathing for some of
our patients with heart prob-

lems. Two of them had to be
shifted into ICU after the incident
for ventilator support,” Dr
Mubarak, an intensive medicine
specialist, said.

Highland Hospital officials
have decided to approach an as-
sociation for hospitals and the
Indian Medical Association with
complaints about the police ac-
tion at the hospital premises.

Senior police officials said the
police tear gassed the hospital
and entered its premises only
because protesters were pelting
stones fromits campus. There s,
however, a general sense in the
city that the police used exces-
sive force to control violence on
Thursday. “The violence cannot
be condoned but the police used
excessive force... (that) is the
sense that we get,” said rational-
ist Narendra Nayak.

The Mangalore police com-
missioner said that the police re-
sorted to firing in “self defence”
from apprehension that the pro-
testers in the Bunder area would
attack thelocal police station out-
side which protesters gathered.

“The police commissioner
called Muslim leaders and told
them to convince the protesters
to back down. Local leaders like
former mayor K Ashraf and oth-
ers convinced the protesters and
they were dispersing when the
police firing started,” said Wahab
Kudroli, an activist.

Ashraf is among those in
intensive care following the
violence.

“To control a crowd of around
150 people, there was no need to
fire. Tear gas shells would have
dispersed the crowds. We do not
know why firing was considered
necessary,” Congress MLC Ivan
D’Souza said.

M Pune saw its largest protest
so far, with thousands taking
to the streets.

M Assilent foot march was
held against the new
citizenship law and the
police action against
protesting students of Jamia
Millia Islamia in New Delhi.

M The protest march was
organised by Samvidhan
Bachao Kruti Samiti, an
umbrella body of various
social organisations.

B The most notable incident
in the march was when the
huge crowd made way for
an ambulance to pass.

M In Nagpur, where the
Winter Session of the
Maharashtralegislature is
underway, thousands
marched against the law.
Muslim clerics led the
protests, raising slogans of
‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai’. Arul Horizon

Caught on camera: Mangaluru hospital
tear gassed as cops look for protesters

Were at wrong place
at wrong time: Kin

JOHNSONTA
MANGALURU, DECEMBER 20

THE NARROW streets around
the Bunder area in the heart of
Mangaluru, where two men
were killed in police firing on
Thursday, wore a deserted look
on Friday. There was evidence of
the protests over the new citi-
zenship law in a 500-metre
stretch in front of the Bunder po-
lice station - strewn with patches
of burnt signboards and tyres -
where local residents say the po-
lice firing had occurred.

On Friday, as prayers ended
at mosques in Mangaluru — fol-
lowing a relaxation of curfew for
two hours — two families waited
for police to facilitate the trans-
portation of the bodies of
Naushin K (24)and Abdul Jameel
(49) from the morgues of the
government Wenlock Hospital
to two mosques in the region for
their final rites.

“What kind of a world is
this?” said Naushin’s mother
Mumtaz, as she waited at her
rented home in the Kudroli area
for the body of her youngest son
to be released by the police.

“He worked asawelderin the
Bunder area. Yesterday he came
home for lunch, like he did every-
day,and then left again for work.
He did not even eat properly. The
next thing we heard was that he
had been shot in police firing. He
did not even participate in the
protests,” Mumtaz said.

The family is unaware of

Naushin K’s mother
Mumtaz said her son did not
participate in the protests.

what the protests were all about.

Barely a kilometre away, in
the Kandak area, the family of
Jaleel waited outside his uncle’s
house for the body to arrive. The
49-year-old, who worked in the
local fish market, was shot dead
two streets away when he ven-
tured outside the narrow lane
where his rented home is lo-
cated to see what the commo-
tion on the streets were all about.

“He had just eaten his lunch
and there was tear gas shelling
on the main street near his house
so he went to see what was hap-
pening. He barely stepped on the
main street from the side lane
and he was shot,” said Faisal
Bengre, a cousin of Jaleel.

“He was not part of the
protests. He had come home for
lunch and went out to see what
was happening...,” said another
relative.

Kerala journalists, crew detained by Karnataka cops

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DECEMBER 20

SEVEN MEDIA persons from
Kerala were on Friday taken into
custody by the Karnataka police,
detained for seven hours and
handed over to the Kerala police
at an inter-state-border near
Mangaluru.

The media persons, from var-
ious TV channels, had gone to
Mangaluru to cover the develop-

ments in that city a day after two
men were shot dead in police fir-
ing during a protest over the
amended citizenship Act.

Their detention triggered
outrage in Kerala, invited the in-
tervention of Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan, DGP Loknath
Behera and veteran journalists in
the morning itself. But, the
Karnataka government freed the
seven in the evening.

The journalists were taken
into custody from the premises of
ahospital where the bodies of the

Cong leader among 49 held
for violence in Ahmedabad

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, DECEMBER 20

POLICE ARRESTED 49 people, in-
cluding a Congress corporator,
for attempt to murder, criminal
conspiracy and rioting, a day af-
ter clashes broke out between
the police and protesters at
Shah-e-Alam area of
Ahmedabad during a demon-
stration against the new citizen-
ship law and National Register of
Citizens (NRC) in which more
than 10 policemen were injured
due to stone pelting.

Heavy security was deployed
in Shah-e-Alam area.

Congress corporator of Shah-
e-Alam area, Shahzad Khan
Pathan (30), was among the 49
who were arrested on charges of
criminal conspiracy and unlaw-
ful assembly.

Along with Pathan, 80 others
have been booked.

“The situation is under con-
trol and we have deployed one
battalion of RAF and multiple
teams of local police. We will
keep the forces present at the
site for now,” said RB Rana, ACP,
J-division, Ahmedabad.

firing victims were taken for post-
mortem. The seven were later
moved toalocal police station. In
the evening, after the bodies were
handed over to their families, po-
lice took the journalists to the
Karnataka-Kerala boarder in
Kasaragod district and handed
them over to the Kerala police.
Asianet New TV reporter
Mujeeb Rahman, one of the jour-
nalists detained, said they had
been reporting from the premises
of the Mangaluru hospital from
early morning. “Around 8.30am,

Mangaluru police commissioner
PSHarshawanted the media per-
sons to go out and sought ID
cards. When we showed him the
media accreditation cards, the
commissioner snubbed us saying
those were issued by the Kerala.
The police then herded us into a
van saying they wanted to verify
our details.”

He said the police also con-
fiscated their mobile phones and
equipment, and forced them to
sit in the vehicle for four hours.
“We were not allowed to contact

PROTESTS IN MALEGAON

‘Time for making documents over, now is time to protest’

SRINATHRAO
MALEGAON, DECEMBER 20

ADAY after thousands took to the
streets of Malegaon to protest
against the  Citizenship
(Amendment)Act (CAA)and the
National Register of Citizens
(NRC), prominent religious and
political leaders said the time for
Muslims to get their identification
documents in order was over.
“Since the past one month,
we have stopped telling residents
to concentrate on putting to-
gether theirdocuments. After the
citizenship Bill became an Act,

we have been appealing to peo-
ple instead to come out on the
streets,” said Maulana Umrain
Mahfooz Rahmani, secretary of
the All India Muslim Personal
Law Board and founder of the
Dastoor Bachao Committee.

Maulana Rahmani was the
organiser of Thursday’s massive
protest. Even as violent protests
swept parts of the country, slo-
gans opposing CAA and NRC
were etched along the route of
the march.

“When the NRC exercise was
underway in Assam, we had cir-
culated an appeal to the town’s
Muslim residents along with a

others. They ill-treated us with-
out giving food or water. After
four hours, we were taken to a
local police station, where they
put up us for another three
hours. After 4 pm we were
handed over to Kerala police at
inter-state border as if we were
criminals,” he said.

Earlier in the day, Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan wrote
to his Karnataka counterpartBS
Yediyurappa expressing concern
over the detention of the
journalists.

list of 23 essential documents,
which they must ensure are in
proper condition and have no
spelling mistakes. It is strange
that the Central government is
talking of offering to make iden-
tification documents for minori-
ties fleeing religious persecution
in Afghanistan, Bangladesh and
Pakistan, but will not grant citi-
zenship tolocal residents if there
are spelling mistakes in their doc-
uments,” Maulana Rahmani said.

Following the alleged para-
noia over the Assam exercise,
queues of worried Muslims out-
side the Malegaon Municipal
Corporation have grown over
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UP man was out to
get ration when he
was shot, says family

ASAD REHMAN &
AVANEESH MISHRA
LUCKNOW, DECEMBER 20

“l TOLD him to get ration.
Groceries were almost over and
there was a curfew-like situa-
tion,” says Shabeena(28), whose
husband Mohammad Wakeel
(32)died on Thursday of a bullet
injury during the violence in
Lucknow’s Aminabad area.
Shabeena and Wakeel married
on November 4 last year.

Local residents have gath-
ered outside Wakeel's house in
Daulatganj area of Thakurganj.
Aslam, Wakeel’s neighbour, says
Wakeel plied an auto-rickshaw
that he had rented from some-
one. “His father Sarfuddin is a
mason and the family has been
living in the area for many years.”

Wakeel’s mother Nagma
says Wakeel was not out to
protest, but had gone to buy gro-
ceries and medicines after there
were rumours that curfew will
be imposed.

Wakeel, the eldest among
siblings, has four brothers and
three sisters — two sisters are
married.

His 18-year-old brother
Shameem says, “We got to know
around 5 pm that he was shot.
We don’t know who shot him.
When we rushed to the hospital,
we were told he is dead,” says
Shameem. “We are still figuring
out if the police and administra-
tion will allow the body to be
brought to the house before it
can be taken to the graveyard.”

Outside the mortuary where
the post-mortem was done sits

Wakeel’s friend Sameer Khan
(28), waiting for officials to hand
over the body. “Someone had
called me to ask if I know a per-
son named Wakeel. He told me
that Wakeel is being taken to
KGMU. I rushed to the hospital,
but whenIreached, doctors said
he is no more,” says Sameer.

Around 4 km from Wakeel’s
home, three patients, including
aminor, are battling for their life
at the KGMU trauma centre.

Sitting near an unconscious
Shameem, his mother Shadiya
cannot stop crying. She just says
her sonisinnocentand was “at the
wrong place at the wrong time”.

Shameem (18) has suffered a
gunshot injury in his abdomen.
Doctors at KGMU trauma centre
said that though they have oper-
ated on him, he is not out of dan-
geryet. “On Thursday, he was on
a construction site and around
4.30 pm, his boss asked him to
go have his lunch. He was com-
ing back home, around half-a-
km away, when he saw a police
team coming. When he spotted
a group of civilians on the other
side, he tried to run but a bullet
hit his abdomen from the back.
No one helped him,” says
Shameem’s father Waseem,
who plies a tempo.

At KGMU, Rani Khatoon (41),
the mother of 15-year-old
Mohammad Jeelani, is pressing
his legs. “He left home around
2.30 pm and was going to his
maternal grandmother’s house
in Khadra when was stuck in the
violence,” she says.

“He was operated and doc-
tors are saying heis still critical,”
says his aunt Reshma Khatoon.

Mohammad Wakeel’s mother (right) and wife. Express

Karnataka minister warns
of ‘Godhra-like situation
if majority loses patience’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, DECEMBER 20

WITH PROTESTS against the
new citizenship law continuing
across the country, Karnataka
minister and senior BJP leader C
TRavi courted controversy after
he said a “Godhra-like situation”
would arise if the majority in the
state “loses patience”.

Referring to the protests,
Ravi, the minister for Tourism
and Culture, said, “It is this very
mindset that burnt a rail in
Godbhra, also burning karsevaks
alive.. Because the majority com-
munity here is patient, you are
trying to put fire everywhere. I
advise you to look back and see
what happens when our pa-
tience runs out. Our patience is
not our weakness. We are also
seeing how you are damaging
public property and putting fire
in the state.”

the past six months.

Malegaon Central MLA Mufti
Mohamad Ismail said the town’s
Muslim residents have been go-
ing to extreme lengths in prepar-
ing for the NRC.

“Alarge chunk of Malegaon’s
population migrated from Uttar
Pradesh nearly two centuries
ago. Locals, whose families have
been settled in Malegaon for at
least three generations, have
been travelling to their native vil-
lages in UP to search for docu-
ments proving that their ances-
tors had purchased property
there. People are really scared,”
he said.

CTRavi

A video of Ravi’'s remarks
went viral on social media,
drawing flak from many.

Senior Congress leader and
Gandhinagar MLA Dinesh
Gundu Rao dubbed the minis-
ter’'s words the “most intimidat-
ing provocative threat”.

He said, “The police mustim-
mediately book a case against
him (Ravi) and take him into pre-
ventive custody. Holding a con-
stitutional post he has no busi-
ness to speak like this.”

Immediately after he was
elected to the state Assembly in
October, the MLA had gone on a
letterhead printing spree.

“To get a spelling mistake in
an Aadhaar card corrected, you
need a letter from your local
MLA. In the first few weeks after
I got elected, at least a thousand
people would visit my office
every day requesting for such
letters,” he said.

Kishore Gaikwad, president
of BJP’s Malegaon unit and a sit-
ting corporator, however, dis-
missed the fear prevailing in his
town as “propaganda spread by
maulvis and maulanas”.
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NORTH
Severe cold continues to

grip J&K, Ladakh

Jammu: Severe cold wave
conditions gripped Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh af-
ter recent snowfall with the
meteorological department
forecasting fairly widespread
rains and snow in J&K and at
isolated places in Ladakh in
the next two days. The night
temperature in most parts of
the two UTs saw a dip, with

Drass belt of Ladakh record-
ing the lowest temperature
of -16.1°C, while Banihal belt
in Jammu region was the
coldestareain theregion at-
1.5°Cand Kashmir's Gulmarg
belt registering -6.5°C.
Jammu city registered a low
of 8.2°C — 2.4 notches below
normal, a meteorological de-
partment official said.  PTI

MNS chief Raj Thackrey greets the family of veteran
actor Shreeram Lagoo, who died December 17.Lagoo’s
funeral was held with full state honours. Ashish Kale

EAsST
Pinaka missile system

flight-tested for second day

Balasore (Odisha): India’s in-
digenously developed Pinaka
missile system, which is ca-
pable of striking up to range
of 75 kilometres, was suc-
cessfully flight-tested for the
second consecutive day on
Friday, in a boost to its ar-
tillery power, defence
sources said. Developed by
DRDO, the Pinaka MK-II
rocket is modified as a mis-

sile by integrating the navi-
gation, control and guidance
system to improve the end
accuracy and enhance the
range, they said. The missile
system, capable of striking
into enemy territory up to a
range of 75 kilometres with
high precision, was fired
from the Integrated Test
Range (ITR) at Chandipur
near here. PTI

WEST
Sheena Bora case: Court

rejects Indrani’s bail plea

Mumbai: A special CBI court
here on Friday rejected a bail
plea of Indrani Mukerjea, the
prime accused in the 2012
Sheena Bora murder case.
Mukerjea had filed the bail
application before special
judge for CBI cases] CJagdale
about six months ago on
health grounds. This was her
fourth attempt to seek bail.
“Her medical condition s se-

vere, deteriorating and ag-
gravating. Path is not towards
cure...Path is towards deteri-
oration,” Indrani’s lawyer
Tanveer Ahmed had said ear-
lier. “Medical experts have
opined the infirmity with the
lady is of anirreversible con-
dition...So, deterioration is
something which is in-
evitably going to happen,” he
had added. PTI

SOUTH

Kerala NCP chief Thomas
Chandydiesat 72

Thiruvananthapuram: NCP
state unit president Thomas
Chandy, who represents
Kuttanad, died after prolonged
illness on Friday. He was 72.
Chandy, also a businessman
and a three-time legislator,
had served as transport min-
isterin the present LDFregime
for eight months from April
2017, after his party colleague
A K Saseendran quit. In

November 2017, Chandy was
forced to step down on
charges of alleged land en-
croachment. A close aide of
the late Congress leader K
Karunakaran, he moved to
DemocraticIndira Congress,a
rebel outfit. In 2006, he con-
tested from Kuttanad and
won. Later he moved to the
NCP and retained the seat in
2011 and 2016. ENS

ELGAR PARISHAD CASE

In letters to kin from jail,

SEEMA CHISHTI
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 18

SEVEN OF the nine incarcerated
activists,academics and lawyers
in the Bhima-Koregaon-Elgar
Parishad matter have written let-
ters from the prison to their fam-
ily members, which The Indian
Express has accessed. They reveal
a slice of their lives behind bars.

SUDHA BHARADWA]
Academic, ac-

tivist and lawyer,
Bhardwaj writes

in Hindi. In one

letter, she draws
parallels of the

case with what
theBritish tried in

1929 to establish as the “Meerut
conspiracy case”.

She recalls the search of her
house on August 28, 2018.
“...two months of house-arrest,
and nine months in Yerawada
jail's separate ward, there is only

one so-called childish and non-
credible ‘evidence’...there is
some evidence and material,
then we can plan how to battle
it, but a fake electronic file? How
does one fight that?” she writes.

Sudha thanks all those who
think of her and fight for her.
“..the sunrising after along night,
or showers after the unbearable
heat. All this fills me with hope for
betterment and progress in the
human life.”

VARAVARA RAO

The Telugu poet

and activist wri-

tes that he was

“the last person

to come to

Yerawada jail” of

the nine in this

case. He speaks of time spent close

to the gallows, where the “tip of

the gallows was always visible”.
Describing fellow occupants

and discussions, he writes, “..our

discussion shifted to Harry

Potter.... She was in such a hilari-
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REFUGEES FROM PAK, AFGHANISTAN RALLY IN FAVOUR OF CAA

Sikh and Hindu refugees from Pakistan and Afghanistan, along with VHP and BJP leaders, rally in favour of the new citizenship law in Amritsar on Friday. P11

‘Appeal to not spread false
propaganda... Bill not against
interest of anybody in India’

BJP GENERAL secretary RAM
MADHAV speaks to IZMATHEW
onwhy Gitizenship (Amendment)
Act is not against interests of any
citizen and why it is premature to
talk about NRC now.

There seems to be alot of
confusion abouta
nationwide NRC in the BJP.
What do you have to say?
Right now, the focus is on the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act.
NRC is a proposed activity the
Home Minister has announced
tobe taken upin 2021. No details
have been made available to us.
Itis premature to talk about it.

Why are there two views? BJP
working president ] P Nadda
said on Thursday that NRC
exercise will be there?

There are notwoviews, itisan
announcement made by the
Home Minister. Since it has to
happen two years down the line
and no details have been made
known yet, it is not the time to
talkabout NRC. Right now, the go-
vernment is implementing CAA.

But there have been protests
across the country against it?
Violence is unfortunate. It is a
resultof awrong propagandaand
misinformation campaign unlea-
shed by certain communal groups
and political groups. We appeal to
the people not to spread false pro-
paganda. There is no need for any
agitation. The Bill is not against the
interest of anybody in India.

Most of the protests, including
the ones led by the students,
say its alaw that discriminates
on the basis of religion?

It is completely false. There’s
no discrimination on the basis of
religion. See, certain Acts are for
certain groups in society. For ex-
ample, in the Constitution, Article

ous mood and while talking to us
she crafted a paper bird, with a
small tail and wings. If you pull the
tail, the bird will move its wings
and fly into sky, into Azadi ....but
alas, we don’t have tails to be
pulled so that we can fly into sky
without wings...”

SHOMA SEN

Academic and

prominent ac-

tivist Sen writes,

“Sitting where I

am, I can see how

little has changed

as we approach

the 72nd Independence Day.
Women, mostly from unprivi-
leged, lower caste backgrounds,
barely literate, married off at 14
or 15 years of age, form the bulk
of those who are languishing in
jail. They are living examples of
how patriarchy functions in soci-
ety and in the judiciary.”

VERNON GONSALVES
In his letters, the activist has de-
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25-30 exclusively deals with min-
orities. Does it mean they are dis-
criminatory against the majority?

What do you appeal to the
protesting students?

We want the students toread
the Act. They should not resort to
violence. There is no need for tak-
ing to streets as there is nothing
against the interest of any section.

Butin Assam, the protests are
not about “discrimination”.
What is BJP doing to bring
normalcy there?

In Assam, there are some gen-
uine concerns being expressed by
the people. Assam has had waves
of influx from the neighbour-
hood. So people of the state are
concerned about their core iden-
tity, language, culture, demogra-
phy etc. We understand their con-
cerns. We would like to reassure
the people of Assam that we will
take all the measures to protect
theiridentity. We are working on
implementing Clause 6 of Assam

scribed  his
nightmares.Ina

letter titled

Restless,  he

writes, “Finally, [

must get up —

to the silent

steadfastness of the chipped
granite walls around me. They
are not closing in. There are also
those familiar bars with their un-
wavering shadow patterns. It
feels good to know I'm not being
broken down, not being flattened
out. Nowadays, it's despair that’s
dominating. The scenery is beau-
tiful, but enveloped ina gloom of
terror and sadness. War echoes
in the distance. Someone is be-
ing bombed. A child cries, and the
lovely lake turns a ghastly red. I
awake with a chill and a shiver.
My beloved bars calm me, bring
warmth. 'm behind bars. In their
embrace, what have I to fear?”

MAHESH RAUT
An activist with work among
tribals, Raut has written a poem

Accord which gives protection to
Assamese identity.Iwould like to
differentiate between the com-
munally motivated protests in the
rest of the country and protests
by people of Assam.

There is a view that protests
have turned violent in the
states ruled by BJP while
other states have witnessed
peaceful protests.

[ don’t discriminate between
BJP-ruled and non-BJP ruled
states. It can be said the other way
too — the protests in states where
the BJP is in power are unneces-
sarily violent. But let’s not talk
about it. Protests in a democratic
country should not be violent.

Some, including a section of
BJP leaders say these protests
could polarise votes and it
could be advantageous to the
BJP in places like Delhi?

We have not done anything
keeping any election in mind. We
don’t want polarisation.

This is the first time after
2012 that street protests in
India got international
attention and support. Has it
damaged the image of India?
Any violence will affect peo-
ple inside and outside the coun-
try. We will make sure the situa-
tion becomes normal.Inany case,
law and order situation is a state
subject. We would like the coop-
eration of all state governments.

What's your comment on the
view that the protestis a
result of accumulated
disenchantment against the
government over joblessness
and agrarian crisis?

It's propaganda. If that’s the
case, protests should have been
held across the country. It’s not
a nationwide phenomena.

inHindi, which is about the “free
displaced” he sees himself as.
The slogan of Jal, Jangal Jameen’
(Water, forest and the land) has
anechoinit.

He speaks of the “burning
and falling of localities, where the
workers are displaced and those
who opposed that were beaten,
some buried, and were declared
victims of an “encounter”...

RONA WILSON
A research
scholar who has
worked on the
condition of po-
litical prisoners,
Wilson wrote a
letter on August
12 about the ‘GDP of fear’. The
letter comments on the Jammu
and Kashmir situation after the
reading down of Article 370.
“The deafening silence to the
level of dehumanisation, mis-
treatment, brutalisation and de-
basement of like of the people of
J&K is a direct measure of our

‘Rumours being spread to misguide’

“There is no plan of
NRC in any other
part of the country’

Minority Affairs Minister
MUKHTAR ABBAS NAQVI tells
ABANTIKA GHOSH that the pro-
testers against the new citizen-
ship law are misguided. Excerpts

The situation is very tense in
many parts of the country.

It is very unfortunate. Rumo-
urs are being spread to misguide
people about Citizenship (Amen-
dment) Act (CAA), some people
are using NRC to spread anarchy.
But we are confident good sense
will prevail.. There is nothing in
CAA that takes away citizenship
of any Indian. No community, in-
cluding Muslims, has anything to
fear because so far as we are con-
cerned, they are equal partnersin
the progress of the nation.

Was the government caught
unawares by the scale of the
protests?

You have to understand the
CAA process started in 2003.
Later, the Manmohan Singh gov-
ernment talked about giving cit-
izenship to Hindus from some
areas of Pakistan. The only thing
that the 2019 amendment has
done is to include minorities
other than Hindus — Christians,
Sikhs, Parsis, Buddhists and Jains.

Also, by the Pant Mirza agree-
ment of 1955, protection and
preservation of non-Muslim shr-
ines in Pakistan and Muslim shri-
nes in India, in consultation with
the Ministry of External Affairs, is
the mandate of Ministry of Mino-
rity Affairs. This alsoincludes tak-
ing care of their social and reli-
gious concerns — the agreement
refers mainly to Hindus.

Unfortunately, thereis a con-
spiracy to misguide people and
that is why rumours are being
spread... As far as NRC is con-
cerned, it is limited to Assam.
There is no plan of NRC in any
other part of the country. You are

a slice of life of detainees

own dehumanisation. The deep
securitisation of our minds, the
dark fears in the far recesses of
our minds, benumbed in the
self-imposed ‘security’ of our
gated selves.” Wilson adds;
“What will it take to break the
chains that shackle our minds?”

SUDHIR DHAWALE

The rights activist has written a
letter detailing his views on why
it has been necessary to “create
a category of urban naxals”. “As
investigation into Gauri
Lankesh’s Murder progressed by
the efforts of Karnataka police,
pressure was starting to mount
on the Maharashtra govern-
ment and its police to arrest
masterminds of the killers of
Dabholkar-Pansare. People be-
gan to point out that the
Hindutva camp is behind these
killings...All these happenings
pushed the Hindutva camp onto
a backfoot. This is the back-
ground for the fictitious enemy

r”

call of ‘Urban naxal'.
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talking about an unborn baby....

We have heard the Home
Minister talk about a
nationwide NRCinside and
outside Parliament.

Tellme, NRCis for whom?Itis
forIndian nationals. Does NRC say
anywhereitis for Indian Muslims?
No.NRC, if it happens..no govern-
mentis bringing it surreptitiously.

Mamata Banerjee has been
opposing it and now Nitish
Kumar too has said he will
not implement NRC.

People who say this do so from
the conviction that there is so far
no process of NRCin any state.

What is your view on police
actionin Jamia, deathsin
other parts of the country?

Peaceful protest is a demo-
cratic right. Unfortunately, in
such peaceful protests, some
anti-social elements try to spoil
the situation. We have to be cau-
tious of such forces....

Ajit Pawar

IRRIGATION SCAM

2018 affidavit
didn’t have
letter in
favour of

Ajit: ACB

VIVEK DESHPANDE &
MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 20

IN AN affidavit filed before the
Nagpur bench of the Bombay
High Court on Friday, Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB) chief
Param Bir Singh said his prede-
cessor, who was investigating
the irrigation scam, had not
mentioned in his affidavit — filed
before the courtin November 26,
2018 — aletter from the govern-
ment that would have gone in
favour of NCP leader Ajit Pawar.

While in his affidavit, then
ACB DGP Sanjay Barve had said
that Pawar was involved in
awarding contracts, Singh'’s affi-
davit, while stating that “no
criminal liability was disclosed
against Pawar”, added that when
Barve filed his affidavit one year
ago, none of the investigating of-
ficers in the case had yet submit-
ted reports relating to Pawar’s
role in the scam.

Explaining the sharp contrast
between his affidavit and
Barve’s, Singh said, “The
November 26, 2018 affidavit was
filed on the basis of his (Barve’s)
interpretation of the material
available then... It is worthwhile
to note that when the said affi-
davit (Barve’s) was filed, none of
the investigating officers had
submitted any report relating to
the role of Respondent No. 7
(Pawar). Therefore, it didn’t have
the advantage of record now
available.”

Singh filed the affidavit fol-
lowing a directive of the Nagpur
bench, clarifying why the affi-
davits filed within a year by the
ACB on the role of then
Maharashtra deputy chief min-
ister and water resource minis-
ter Ajit Pawar were at variance
with each other.

Significantly, Singh in his affi-
davit stated that Barve had notin-
cluded aletter from the Vidarbha
Irrigation Development
Corporation (VIDC),dated March
26, 2018, filed by the state water
resources department (WRD) in
response to a query by the
Amravati (ACB) SP. “...unfortu-
nately, it appears that the same
wasn't noticed by the Affiant
(Barve), which becomes clear by
the fact that neither it is men-
tioned nor contents of which are
dealt with anywhere in the afore-
said affidavit,” he added.

Sources said the VIDC letter
was a response to a query by
ACB, directed to it through the
state agriculture ministry. The
queries were about mobilisation
advance, updation, cost escala-
tion of the Jigaon project and
whether an ED-rank official had
the same role and responsibili-
ties as a secretary vis a vis the
minister.
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Boundary talks: Chinese
foreign minister, NSA
Doval to meet today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 20

CHINESE FOREIGN Minister
Wang Yi and National Security
Adviser Ajit Doval will hold
boundary talks here on Saturday
under the framework of Special
Representatives dialogue, the
Ministry of External Affairs has
said.

Wang's visit to India will be
the first high-level one from
China after the Modi-Xi informal
meeting in October as well as af-
ter New Delhi pulled out of the
RCEP following a meeting of the
group’s leadership in Bangkok
recently.

“The 22nd meeting of the
Special Representatives (SR) for
India-China boundary question
will be held in New Delhi
December 21,” an MEA state-
ment said.

Doval and Wang are the des-
ignated Special Representatives
of the two countries for the

boundary talks.

Sources said the two sides are
likely to review implementation
of decisions taken at the second
informal summit between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Chinese President Xi Jinping
in October. Wang was to visit
India for the SR talks in
September but the trip was post-
poned then.

The two sides have already
held over 20 rounds of talks un-
der the framework of SR dia-
logue which was set up to find
an early solution to the border
dispute.

The India-China border dis-
pute covers 3,488-km-long Line
of Actual Control. China claims
Arunachal Pradesh as part of
southern Tibet while India con-
testsit.

Both sides have been assert-
ing that pending the final reso-
lution of the boundary issue, it
is necessary to maintain peace
and tranquility in the border
areas.
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Mahathir Mohamad

Mabhathir raises

citizenship law,
India hits back

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 20

MALAYSIA’S PRIME Minister
Mahathir Mohamad on Friday
spoke out against the amended
citizenship law, the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, saying “people
are dying” because of this law.

New Delhi was quick to reject
the comments as “factually inac-
curate”,and called upon Malaysia
torefrain from commentingonin-
ternal developments in India.

Talking to reporters after vis-
iting the media centre at the
Kuala Lumpur Summit on Friday;,
the Malaysian PM said, “I am
sorry to see that India, which
claims tobe a secular state, is now
taking action to deprive some
Muslims of their citizenship.”

“If we do that here, you know
what will happen. There will be
chaos, there will be instability
and everyone will suffer,” he
said. “Already people are dying
because of this law, so why is
there a necessity to do this when
all this while, for 70 years almost,
they have lived together as citi-
zens without any problems.”

His comments assume signif-
icance as the Citizenship
(Amendment)Act grants citizen-
ship to Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists,
Christians, Jains and Parsis — but
not Muslims — who entered the
country from  Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan till
December 31,2014.

Mahathir added that
Malaysia has granted citizen-
ships to people from the Chinese
and Indian communities.

Reacting to these comments,
the Ministry of External Affairs
said in New Delhi in a statement,
“The Prime Minister of Malaysia
has yet again remarked on a
matter thatis entirely internal to
India. The  Citizenship
Amendment Act provides for cit-
izenship through naturalization
to be fast-tracked for non-citi-
zens who are persecuted mi-
norities from three countries.
The Act does not impact in any
manner on the status of any cit-
izen of India, or deprive any
Indian of any faith of her or his
citizenship.”

“Therefore, the Prime
Minister of Malaysia’s comment
is factually inaccurate. We call
upon Malaysia to refrain from
commenting on internal devel-
opments in India, especially with-
out a right understanding of the
facts,” the MEA statement said.

In recent months, Mahathir
had commented on the Indian
government’s move to revoke
the special status to Jammu and
Kashmir under Article 370.

In September, Mahathir had
said at the UN General Assembly
that India had “invaded and oc-
cupied” Kashmir, a disputed
Muslim-majority region also
claimed by Pakistan.

The MEA spokesperson
Raveesh Kumar had then
“deeply regretted” the com-
ments and had said that they
were not based on facts.

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR,DECEMBER 20

A SPECIAL court on Wednesday
sentenced four persons to death
in connection with the 2008 Jaipur
bomb blasts which killed 71 peo-
pleand injured 185 others.

Ajay Kumar Sharma, special
judge for Jaipur bomb blast cases,
sentenced Mohammad Saif alias
Carryon, 32, Mohammad Sarwar
Azmi alias Rajhans Yadav, 34,
Saifuralias Saif ur Rehman Ansari,
32, and Mohammad Salman, 26,
to death. All four are residents of
Azamgarh in Uttar Pradesh. On
December 18, while convictingthe
four, the court had acquitted
Shahbaz Hussain, 42, aresident of
Lucknow.

Around 4.15 pm, Sharma sen-
tenced the four todeath underIPC
section 302 (murder)and section
16 (1a) of Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.

Detailing the sentencing,
Special Public Prosecutor Srichand
said the accused have been sen-
tenced to death and fined
Rs50,000each underIPC302and
UAPA 16(1a); tolifeimprisonment
andRs50,000fine under UAPA 18
(punishment for conspiracy of a
terroristact, etc.), rigorous impris-
onment for seven years and Rs
10,000 fine under IPC 307 (at-
tempt to murder); imprisonment
for three years and Rs 5,000 fine
under IPC 324 (voluntarily caus-
ing hurt by dangerous weapons or
means) and rigorous imprison-
ment for five years and Rs 10,000
fine under IPC 326 (voluntarily
causing grievous hurt by danger-
OUuS Weapons Or means).

The four, he said, have also
beensentenced toimprisonment
foroneyearandRs 10,000fine un-
der IPC 427 (mischief causing
damage to the amount of fifty ru-
pees); life imprisonment and Rs
50,000 fine under IPC 121A (con-
spiracy to commit offence under
IPC 121: waging, or attempting to
wage war, or abetting waging of

The convicts arrive at the court in Jaipur on Friday. P11

war, against the government of
India); life imprisonment and Rs
50,000 fine under IPC 124A (sedi-
tion); imprisonment for three
yearsandRs 50,000fine under IPC
153A(Promoting enmity between
different groups on grounds of re-
ligion, race, place of birth, resi-
dence, language, etc.); life impris-
onmentand Rs 50,000 fine under
section 3 of the Explosives Act,
1908 (punishment for causing ex-
plosion likely to endanger life or
property)and rigorous imprison-
ment for seven years and Rs
50,000 fine under UAPA 13 (pun-
ishment for unlawful activities).”
The Special Public Prosecutor
said the prosecution had presented
nearly 1,300 witnesses due to
which the trial took time. He said
they will appeal against Shahbaz’s
acquittal in the High Court.
Advocate Paker Farooq,amicus
curiae for the four held guilty, said,
“This is the first such case where
death penalty has been awarded
solely on the basis of circumstan-

tial evidence. I cross examined all
the witnesses and not a single one
of them could point out and say
that yes, one of these four had
planted the bomb onabicycle.”

Farooq claimed that there are
several loopholes in the prosecu-
tion story. “They presented bills of
purchase of bicycles which they
claimed were used in the blasts.
However, the frame number of the
bicycles —as givenin those bills —
is different from the frame num-
ber of bicycles used in the blasts.
Moreover, they deliberately did
not cite strong evidence such as
CCTVfootage from around the lo-
cations, since this would have ex-
onerated the four.”

“The Jaipur bomb blasts were
unfortunate and many innocents
died. However, since day one, we
have been stating that these men
were falselyimplicated. We will def-
initely appeal against their acquit-
talin the High Court,” Farooq said.

OnMay 13,2008, atotal of nine
bombs exploded in eightlocations

Espionage racket busted in
Indian Navy, 7 sailors arrested

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, DECEMBER 20

THE ANDHRA Pradesh
Intelligence = Department
busted an espionage racket in
the Indian Navy and on Friday
arrested seven sailors, accord-
ing to sources.

Three of the seven accused
were arrested from the naval
base in Visakhapatnam, two
were arrested from the base in
Karwar, Karnataka, and two
more were arrested from the
base in Mumbai.

The seven sailors are ac-
cused of passing sensitive in-
formation on locations of naval
ships and submarines —
among other details — to a
Pakistani handler.

According to a source, all
seven were recruited in 2017
and were made targets of a
honey trap in 2018. “These
young men were first con-
tacted on Facebook by three or
four women who lured them
into an online relationship. The

‘Countries that benefited
from carbon emissions
must help carry burden’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 20

UNION MINISTER for
Environment, Forests and
Climate Change, Prakash

Javadekar on Friday said that the
BASIC countries — Brazil, South
Africa, India and China — had im-
pressed upon developed coun-
tries at the COP25 meet in
Madrid earlier this month to pay
developing countries funds to
the tune of US $1 trillion as pub-
lic finance with no double ac-
counting.

“The world that benefited
from carbon emissions that
made them developed, must
pay. They must help developing
countries carry the burden. The
developed world promised $1
trillion over the past 10 years.
Only 0.2 per cent of this has actu-
ally been given out. The BASIC
countries have made this de-
mand. It will be discussed fur-
ther at COP26 next year,”he said.

The Minister added that
India’s efforts to meet the Paris

Prakash
Javadekar

Agreement targets were appre-
ciated “by all other countries” at
the COP25 meet.

“The entire world has appre-
ciated the achievements that
India has made in meeting the
Paris Agreement goals. India has
reduced emissions intensity of
GDPby 21 percentandison track
to achieve the goal of 35 per cent
reduction, as has been promised
in the Paris agreement,” he said.

The Minister added that
Prime Minister Modi had an-
nounced a target of 175 GW of
renewable energy in Paris. “We
have already achieved 83 GW.
The PM has subsequently in-
creased the target to 450 GW at
the recent UN Climate Action
Summit. We are simultaneously
progressing on solar, biomass
and wind energy,” he said.

women later introduced them
online to a man who posed as
a businessman but was actually
a Pakistani handler. He started
eliciting information from the
sailors. The sailors, whose chats
with the women were sexual in
nature, were also blackmailed
later to reveal the positions and
movement of our warships and
submarines. They were also
paid every month through a
hawala operator,” an
official said.

“From around September-
October 2018, the seven would
return from ships and sub-
marines and reveal locations
and work they did. They passed
on a lot of sensitive informa-
tion, including movement of
frigates, submarines, warships
and missile testing,” a
source said.

An FIR against the seven has
beenregistered at the Counter-
Intelligence Cell at Vijayawada
and they were produced before
a local court following
the arrests.

Sources said that the

Intelligence Department had
been tracking the movements
of the seven accused from sev-
eral days and their activities
were under surveillance. The
Navy Intelligence Department
also assisted in the operation -
which was codenamed
‘Dolphin’s Nose’ after the hill in
Visakhapatnam where the Navy
has its residential quarters.
“Targets were young per-
sonnel. They were identified
through their Facebook profiles
with photos in uniform, train-
ing area etc. Suspected Pakistan
Intelligence officials ap-
proached them using fake pro-
files of young women and got
them in to conversations. In
some cases,there was imper-
sonation of Intelligence officers
from the Indian Navy itself.
After getting the young person-
nel to commit errors in these
chats, sensitive information
was being sought from them,”
a source said, adding that the
hawala operator who used to
route the money to the seven
accused has also been arrested.
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Four sentenced to deathin
2008 Jaipur blasts case

—allinJaipur’s crowded old city —
between 720 pmand 745 pm.The
first of the IED blasts was near
Manak Chowk. It was followed by
blasts near Badi Chaupar, Johari
Bazaar, near Hanuman temple at
Sanganeri Gate, near Choti
Chaupar, Tripolia Bazaar, in front
of Kotwali police station, and two
blasts near Hanuman temple at
Chandpole. Alivebommbwas found
onabicycle near shop number 17,
in front of Ramchandraji temple,
Chandpole, which was defused.

A day after the blast, in an
email sent to news channels and
news agencies on May 14, 2008,
the Indian Mujahideen had
claimed responsibility for the
attack.

Following the sentencing,
Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot said, “A right decision has
been taken on Jaipur serial blasts,
this decision should be welcomed
and it should be a lesson to those
who believe in violence, no
matter who they are.”

2007 UP courts
blasts: 2 get life
term, 1 acquitted

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, DECEMBER 20

ASPECIAL court in Uttar Pradesh’s
Faizabad on Friday awarded life im-
prisonment to alleged Harkat-ul-
Jihad al-Islami (HuJI) operatives
Mohammad Tariq Qasmi (46)and
Mohammad Akhtar (43) in the
2007 UP courts blasts case. The
court acquitted one person,
Sajjadur Rehman (32), for want of
evidence.

A series of blasts took place in
courts at Lucknow, Faizabad and
Varanasi on November 23, 2007.
Nine people died in Varanasi and
four in Faizabad, there was no ca-
sualty in Lucknow.

The police claims that the blasts
were a joint operation by HuJl and
Indian Mujahideen.

UP police have yet to make ar-
rests in connection with the blast
in the Varanasi court.

In August last year, the
Lucknow court awarded life im-
prisonment to Mohammad Tariq
and Mohammad Akhtar in con-
nectin with the Lucknow blast.

JAMMU AND KASHMIR

Communication blockade
affects counter-terror ops

NAVEED IQBAL
SRINAGAR, DECEMBER 20

THE UNPRECEDENTED commu-
nications shutdown in Kashmir
has hit the government’s
counter-militancy operations,
according to top J&K Police
officials.

A total of 82 operations took
place in J&K so far this year, in-
cluding two in Jammu region,
down from 97 anti-militancy
operations conducted in 2018.

Data accessed by The Indian
Express shows this years’ figures
for the number of militants
killed are at a three-year low.

Since the beginning of the
year, 155 militants have been
killed in the Valley in these 82
operations, a sharp decline from
last year’s figure of 246. A major-
ity of these 155 militants — ap-
proximately 120 — were killed
up to the end of July, before the
lockdown began on August 5
with the announcement of
scrapping of the state’s special
status under Article 370.

The comparative figures in
the number of militants killed in
2016 and 2017 were, respec-
tively, 130 and 200, and going up
t0246in2018.

Director General of J&K
Police Dilbag Singh told The
Indian Express, “Communication
does affect anti-militancy oper-
ations, so partially, yes, it is that.
But this dipis also because of the
police’s preoccupation with law

EXPLAINED

Humanintel, phone
interceptsimpacted

WHILE THE state’s administration has argued that the
communications shutdown was essential to curb the pos-
sibility of terrorist activities in the Valley, the measures
have also come as a hurdle in gathering of human intelli-
gence and technical inputs from phone intercepts, accord-
ing to officials familiar with security operations.

and order duties during this pe-
riod (since August 5, when spe-
cial status to the erstwhile state
under Article 370 was
scrapped).”

According to officials, the fig-
ures are “relatively low” also ow-
ing to the fact that operations at
the Line of Control (LoC) saw a
sharp decline. “Compared to ap-
proximately 30 operations last
year along the LoC, this year
there was only one operation, in
which two militants were
killed,” a source said.

D-G Dilbagh Singh had told
The Indian Express in September
thatlack of communication was
affecting anti-militancy opera-
tions in the Valley. “The police
also work with sources (inform-
ers), but if the sources’ phones
are not functional how do we
speak to them? To some extent,
yes, information is a little de-
layed. But it is reaching us,”
Singh had said.

Meanwhile, sources said 608
individuals are currently under
“preventive detention” in J&K,
including those booked under
PSA, and more than 200 people
are held in jails outside. “Not
more than 1,400 individuals are
in Kashmir jails, and that in-
cludes (people accused in) all
crimes,” a police source said.

Interms of ‘law and order in-
cidents’, police records show 310
incidents recorded since August
5, including 240 in Srinagar
alone. In comparison, more than
1,500 law and order incidents
were reported from Kashmir in
2016 in the uprising following
the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen
militant Burhan Wani.

The administration has
claimed that no lives have been
lost in action by security forces
in Kashmir since suspension of
special status. In comparison, 62
civilians lost their lives in the un-
restin 2016.

Friday prayers held at Jamia
Masjid first time since Aug 5

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR, DECEMBER 20

CONGREGATIONAL FRIDAY
prayers were held for the first
time at the historic Jamia Masjid
in Srinagar’s old city area since
August 5 — the day the state’s
special status was revoked.
There have been no prayers for
19 consecutive Fridays at the
mosque. A protest was held later,
by some of those who had come
to pray. Police said the situation
remained peaceful.

Authorities started allowing
prayers at the mosque since
Wednesday.

Hurriyat Chairman Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq, who delivers the
sermon at the mosque, however,
continued to remain under de-
tention at his home and was not
allowed to go to the mosque on
Friday.

On Friday afternoon, less
than 1,000 people, mostly from
nearby areas offered prayers at
the mosque. Usually, thousands
from different parts of the city
are seen at the mosque on
Fridays. Zubair Ahmad, a resi-
dent of the city’s Hawal areawho
has been regularly offering
prayers at the mosque, told The
Indian Express that during the
previous months, he would visit

Authorities started allowing prayers at the mosque in

Srinagar since Wednesday. P11

the mosque every Friday, but
would be turned back by the po-
lice “We were not allowed to
pray here all these months,
which has hurt my sentiments.
Today,Iam little bit relieved. It is
20th Friday today after August
5,” he said.

Outside the mosque, a strong
presence of security personnel
was established, and senior po-
lice officers were present on
the spot.

Moulana Ahmad Sayeed
Nagashbandi, the grand priest of
the mosque who delivered the

Friday sermon and led the
prayers, condemned the author-
ities for not allowing prayers at
the mosque since August 5.

Saying that the move to ban
prayers at the mosque had
started when  People’s
Democratic Party(PDP) Chief
Mehbooba Mufti became the
Chief Minister of the erstwhile
state of Jammu and Kashmir,
Sayeed said such curbs are an at-
tack on religious rights.

He also demanded the re-
lease of all political detainees in
the Valley.

Department of Social Justice and
Empowerment Ministry of Social Justice
And Empowerment Government of India

Online Applications are invited for scholarship under National Overseas
Scholarship Scheme for Scheduled Caste etc. Students for the year 2019-
20 to fill up 08 unfilled slots from Landless Agricultural Labourers, Traditional
Artisans & Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes categories.The
number of Scholarships is 02 for Landless Agricultural Labourers &
Traditional Artisans and 06 for Denotified, Nomadic and Semi- Nomadic

Tribes.

The scholarship covers cost of tuition fees, fixed maintenance allowance,

contingency allowance etc.

under the fields of Engineering and

Management, Pure and Applied Science, Agricultural Science and Medicine,
International Commerce, Accounting, Finance ,Humanities, and Social
Science. The scholarships are for pursuing higher studies at Master's and
Ph.D. abroad from an university/institution accredited by the authorised
body of that country. The candidate should be below 35 years as on 1st
April, 2019. The total family income of the candidate should be less than Rs
6.00 lakh in the preceding year, i.e. 2018-19.
In case of Scholarship for Masters Degree abroad, minimum required
qualification is Graduation Degree whereas for Ph.D, the minimum
qualification requirement is Masters Degree. A minimum 55% of marks are
required for availing scholarship.
For details please refer to online portal http://nosmsje.gov.in/. The detailed
documents required and other instructions for filling the form are available in
the portal which will be opened from 1st Jan, 2020 to 31st Jan, 2020.

davp38101/11/0035/1920
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2nd Plot No.9, Survey No.49, IT Park, Mangalagiri - 522 503
Ph. No. 8978680708, email: aphmhidc @ gmail.com

APMSIDC invites tender through e-procurement platform for

1. RFP for Selection of Program Management Office Consultant 2. Procurement of
Equipment to Malaria Department in Andhra Pradesh under NVBDCP Program.
3. Procurement of simulators to 69 facilities under LaQshya program 4.
Procurement of balance Medical Equipment for 108 and 104 Services in A.P. 5.
Procurement of balance blood bank equipment to various Govt. Hospitals in A.P. 6.
Procurement of Medical Equipment to various Govt. Hospitals under Dr. YSRAHCT
& other Schemes.

For detailed notification and further details please visit the web site
http://msidc.ap.nic.in & www.tender.apeprocurernent.gov.in.

APMSIDC will reserve the right to cancel the tender at any time without assigning
any reasons.

R.O. No: 286PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2019-20 For Managing Director

E-TENDER PRESS NOTICE

The EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CD-VI, I&FC Department, Govt. of Delhi, Bharat Nagar Office Complex,
Delhi-110052, invites on behalf of the President of India, online item rate tender from the approved and
eligible contractors registered with I&F Department and contractor who are registered with other Deptt.
and got their registration verified from I&FC Deptt. UPTO 3.00 P.M. on 23.12.2019 for the following:-
1. Name of Work:- Construction of Hall for Senior Citizen at Kh. No.110 in Village Bakhtawarpur in
Alipur Block. Head of Account:- 8443-Deposit Work (MLA-LAD-FUND). Estimate Cost:-
Rs.13,50,915.00, Earnest Money:- Rs.27,018.00, Time Allowed:- 03 Month, Last Date & Time of
Submission of Bids Through E-Procurement Solution:-23.12.2019 upto 3:00 P.M., Time & Date of
Opening of Tender:-23.12.2019 at 3.10 P.M., Tender ID No. 2019_IFC_185782_1.

2. Name of Work:- Removal of malba, building waste materials garbage etc. in the slope of RME
from RD 13000 M to RD 18360M both side and disposal of excavated materials from site to EDMC
dumping ground to keep the site of work clean at all times. Head of Account:- 2711-Non Plan
Maintenance Drainage, Estimate Cost:-Rs.42,42,054.00, Earnest Money:- Rs.84,841.00, Time
Allowed:- 06 Month, Last Date & Time of Submission of Bids Through E-Procurement Solution:-
23.12.2019 upto 3:00 P.M., Time & Date of Opening of Tender:-23.12.2019 at 3.10 P.M., Tender ID
No. 2019_IFC_185784_1.

3. Name of Work:- Development of Play Ground in Gram Sabha Kh. No. 14/14, 14/15 at Village
Bakoli in Alipur Block. Head of Account:- 4515-Plan DVDB Works, Estimate Cost:-Rs.54,16,355.00,
Earnest Money:- Rs.1,08,327.00, Time Allowed:- 03 Month (Five years free maintenance period), Last
Date & Time of Submission of Bids Through E-Procurement Solution:-23.12.2019 upto 3:00 P.M.,
Time & Date of Opening of Tender:-23.12.2019 at 3.10 P.M., Tender ID No. 2019_IFC_185785_1.

4. Name of Work:- Demolition and reconstruction of existing room and construction of Toilet Room
at 1st Floor of existing Building at Muslim Quadimi Kabristan Mukarba Chowk Jahangirpuri Delhi-
1100833. Head of Account:- 8443-Deposit Work (MLA-LAD-FUND), Estimate Cost:-Rs.56,24,109.00,
Earnest Money:- Rs.1,12,482.00, Time Allowed:- 06 Month, Last Date & Time of Submission of Bids
Through E-Procurement Solution:-23.12.2019 upto 3:00 P.M., Time & Date of Opening of Tender:-
23.12.2019 at 3.10 P.M., Tender ID No. 2019_IFC_185834_1.

5. Name of Work:- Construction of R.R. Masonry guard wall and interlocking tile flooring on revenue
road from Kh. No. 701 to 590 at village Mohammadpur - Ramjanpur in Narela Constituency in Distt.
North. Head of Account:- 4515-Plan DVDB Works, Estimate Cost:-Rs.76,46,338.00, Earnest Money:-
Rs.1,52,927.00, Time Allowed:- 02 Month (Five years free maintenance period), Last Date & Time of
Submission of Bids Through E-Procurement Solution:-23.12.2019 upto 3:00 P.M., Time & Date of
Opening of Tender:-23.12.2019 at 3.10 P.M., Tender ID No. 2019_IFC_185786_1.

6. Name of Work:- Restoration of road from Veterinary Hospital to Shiv Dharam Kanta in Village
Hamidpur in Alipur Block. Head of Account:- 4515-Plan DVDB Works, Estimate Cost:-
Rs.96,51,899.00, Earnest Money:- Rs.1,93,038.00, Time Allowed:- 03 Month (Five years free
maintenance period), Last Date & Time of Submission of Bids Through E-Procurement Solution:-
23.12.2019 upto 3:00 P.M., Time & Date of Opening of Tender:-23.12.2019 at 3.10 P.M., Tender ID
No. 2019_IFC_185787_1.

7. Name of Work:- Construction of road from Janta Vihar (Mukandpur) to Village Jahangirpur and
its connecting road at Village Jahangirpur in Badli Assembly Constituency. Head of Account:- 8443-
Deposit Work (MLA-LAD-FUND), Estimate Cost:-Rs.1,56,01,984.00, Earnest Money:-
Rs.3,12,040.00, Time Allowed:- 04 Month, Last Date & Time of Submission of Bids Through E-
Procurement Solution:-23.12.2019 upto 3:00 P.M., Time & Date of Opening of Tender:-23.12.2019 at
3.10 P.M,, Tender ID No. 2019_IFC_185837_1.

Note:

The enlistment of the contractors should be valid on the last date of opening of tenders. In case the
last date of opening of tender is extended, the enlistment of contractor should be valid on the original
date of opening of tenders.

The tenderer shall have to scan zerox copy of the mode of Earnest Money Deposit this office and other
relevant documents as required in NIT and then upload the same scanned copies, duly signed by him
owning responsibility for their correctness / authenticity in support of their eligibility, along with the
tender at web site. Attested copy of relevant documents and Earnest money in physical form as stated
above should be deposited in the office of EE, CD-VI, I&FC Deptt., Govt. of Delhi, Office Complex,
Bharat Nagar, Delhi-110052 before the last date & time for submission of price bids in the form of
treasury challan / deposit at call receipt of schedule bank / fixed deposit receipt of schedule bank /
demand draft of a schedule bank issued in favour of Executive Engineer -CD-VI, I&FC Deptt. failure
to furnish the original mode of Earnest money and all relevant documents before the closing of the
tender will entail rejection of tender. Details of above mention work can be seen and downloaded from
the web site https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in upto 15.00 Hrs. on 23.12.2019 No manual tender
shall be accepted only tender submitted through E-procurement portal shall be considered.

Sd/-

DIP/Shabdarth/1163/19-20 EXECUTIVE ENGINEER: CD-VI

TENDER DOCUMENT
(GLOBAL E-TENDER)

(ABSTRACT)

01. Date of Publication/download- 13.12.2019

ing of Tender Notice.

02. Last date of downloading of
bidding documents.

03. Date of pre-bid Meeting.

03.01.2020

19.12.2019 at 11.00 A.M. in the
Office of Vice Chairman JK LDA,
Srinagar.

25.12.2019, 09.00 A.M.
03.01.2020, 06.00 P.M.

Only the successful bidder shall
have to submit the hard copies
along with EMD in the Office of
Vice Chairman JK LDA, Srinagar.

04. Bid submission start date.
05. Bid submission end date.

06. deadline for receiving hard
copies of scanned uploaded
documents along with original
Tender Fee, Earnest Money
deposit and other required
documents.

07. Date and time of opening of
bids (Technical) online.

09.01.2020 at 11.00 A.M. in the
Office of Vice Chairman JK LDA,
Srinagar.

Executive Engineer, Mechanical,
J&K LDA, Srinagar.

Vice Chairman J&K LDA, Srinagar.

08. Tender Inviting Authority.

09. Tender
authority.

10. Earnest Money (CDR/ FDR/
BG) for an amount mentioned
above pledged to.

11. Tender document fee to be
deposited in.

opening/ receiving

FA & CAO, J&K LDA, Srinagar.

In Bank in favour of FA & CAQ,
J&K, LDA, Srinagar

Account No. CG0229010200000001,
Name: FA & CAO, J&K LDA,
Srinagar

Name of the Bank: Jammu &
Kashmir Bank.

Branch Name: Brain

IFSC Code: JAKAONISHAT
Branch ID: 0229

12. Position of Funds. Available.

Sd/- Executive Engineer,

Mechanical Division, J&K LAWDA.
DIPK-1615/NB

Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001

MAHARASHTRA SCHEMES

CAG report warns of
misappropriation of funds

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 20

A COMPTROLLER and Auditor
General (CAG) report tabled in
Maharashtralegislature on Friday
said that the non-submission of
utilisation certificates,amounting
toRs 65,921 crore till March 2018,
“indicated lack of proper monitor-
ing” in utilisation of grants for var-
ious schemes or programmes
sanctioned for specific purposes
and warned that the high pen-
dency may lead to “misappropri-
ation of funds and fraud”.
According to the report, the
grants are given for various sche-
mes or programmes for specific
purposes duringayear. The utilisa-
tion certificates are needed to be
submitted within 12 months from
the date of release of the grants.

PRESS NOTICE INVITING
PERCENTAGE RATE
e-TENDER

Executive Engineer (C), Postal

Civil Division, New Delhi invites
on behalf of the President of
India, online percentage rate
(CPWD-7) e-tenders for the
following works:-

N.L.T. No. : NIT/EEPCND/2019-
20/98 (2nd call) Name of Work :
Repair and maintenance of
Krishna Nagar Head Post Office
Building. Estimated Cost
R25,74,712/-, Earnest Money :
251,494/- Period of
completion- 3 (Three) months.

However, 32,750 utilisation cer-
tificates, aggregating to Rs
65,921.35 crore in respects of gra-
nts released up to 2017-18, were
inarrears, said the report titled ‘St-
ate Finances Audit Report’ for the
year thatended on March 31,2018.
The report further listed out
the departments in which the
cases of non-submission utilisa-
tion certificates were pending.
These include urban develop-
ment, school and education and
sports, planning, public health,
tribal development, industries en-
ergy and labour, rural develop-
ment and water conservation,
agriculture, animal husbandry,
dairy development and fisheries,
social justice and special assis-
tance, among others.
“Non-submission of utilisa-
tion certificates defeats the very
purpose of legislative control over

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS

The Executive Engineer, Mechanical Division
No. I, Irrigation & Flood Control Department,
Govt. of NCT of Delhi, I&FC Wing, Vikas
Bhawan-Il, Civil Lines, Delhi-110054. Invites

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE INDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21,2019

the public purse and is fraught
with the risk of the funds released
for wvarious schemes/pro-
grammes being locked up or
diverted,” it remarked.

“Further, there was no assur-
ance that the money was actu-
ally incurred during the financial
year for the purpose for whichiit
was sanctioned/authorised by
the legislature. High pendency
of utilisation certificates was
fraught with the risk of misap-
propriation of funds and fraud,”
the report warned.

Meanwhile, the report also
said that the state government
should review the working of
statutory corporations, rural
banks, joint stock companies, co-
operatives and departmental
commercial undertakings incur-
ring losses and take appropriate
steps for their “closure orrevival”.

CITIZENSHIP LAW
I&B issues

second advisory
on protests

New Delhi: For the second timein
about 10days, the Union Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting
(I&B)onFriday issued an advisory
to private TV channels regarding
coverage of protests against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act.
In the advisory, the ministry
said some TV channels are not
showing programmes thatare “in
the spirit” of Programme Code,
even thoughithad mentioned this
inan advisory on December 11.
The latest advisory read “it is
observed that not withstanding”
the previous advisory “some TV
channels are telecasting content
which do not appear to be in the
spirit of the Programme Codes”.
“Itis accordingly, reiterated, that
all TV channels may abstain from
showingany contentlikely toinsti-
gate violence or contains anything
against maintenance of lawand or-
der or which promotes anti-na-
tional attitudes,” it said. ENS

JHARKHAND

BJP candidate

on behalf of the president of India, online
tender from approved specialized agencies or
eligible contractors of I&FC, M.E.S., Railways,
CPWD & Deptt. of Central/State Govt. (whose
registration details have been verified by the
I&FC Deptt.) dealing with similar nature of
work for the following works:

N.O.W:- Demolishing and Remodeling of
Regulator at out fall of Qudasia Ghat Drain (2"
Call).

(H.O.A:- MH 4711 03-800-99-00-53 (Other
Drainage Works) Estimated Cost: Rs.
51,09.115/-, Earnest Money: Rs. 1,02,182/-,
Period of completion : (60) Days, Last date &

acquitted in
murder case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RANCHI, DECEMBER 20

A RANCHI court on Friday acquitted BJP candi-
date from Panki Assembly constituency of

CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813
Website: www.pspcl.in

NOTICE INVITING Expression of Interest (EOI)

IT Department, PSPCL
SE/IT(A&PM), PSPCL, Patiala
225/DIT-959 Dated: 19.12.2019

Department Name
Issuing Authority

Expression of Interest (EOI)
No. & Date

Short Description

Expression of Interest (EOI) for availing

Monitoring and Performance Analysis Tools for

Enterprise Management System and Network

Management System

EOI Publication

EOI specification can only be downloaded
from PSPCLs website:

https://www.pspcl.in/tenders/expression-of-
interest/ and no hard copy of the same will be
issued by this office. However, Firms are
required to submit their detailed Technical

Offer in properly sealed hard copy envelop, in . Sue
office of SE/IT (A&PM), PSPCL, Patiala before AL
the last date of submission.

1 2

Start date for downloading

of Specification from PSPCLs
website https://www.pspcl.in/
tenders/expression-of-interest/

Last date and time for
submission of proposals

Contact person(s) name

Contact Phone No.

Date of Uploading

10.01.2020 (upto 05.00 P.M.)

Er. Deepanshu Goyal, Sr. Xen/IT (NSP &
NBSP); Er. Vandhna Garg, AEE/IT

96461-01251, 96461-86901

1 3CE eTelie ¥Rt A H smen Sifd Shes/am

Last date of submission of bids :
30.12.2019 upto 15:00 PM

The bid forms and other details
can be obtained from the website
www.dopcivil.euniwizarde.com

can be

HEATAT ITENUT ST=T, ARHUT SARI=0T {rqmT, URHUSH- 3T |
- gHiQR &R, TS, faehe A S i AR, g ateliTg |
e 1210/1. 31.f3. /ere/ ffaer- stefire /4o, 6. - 3/2019-20

faferar =T

1. HEHfEd TSI, I YSTT, i IR T arefieror i, urHior stiya==or favm, srefig uRuved- et sRT gfawd ef W
TSI YUl & WeAw | A Ud SrgHifed SRRt | S foR 7. eI H suged ot v, o, o # defiha ket |
Frfefaa el @ ffaer smtE s § ) Fireem fordt wer steen T st o Firer S g 8

2. TTET I A AT 6 AR

RIq & Wo A= 1 fmir )|

3. foe Sri= & Je9EEe W Sueeydl & i 24.12.2019

4. 3-UrFTH o " 9 ffaer e o et [t v wme feAieR 23.01.2020 W SRR 12.00 S % |

5. 3-UrRRA= & "o 9 fAfaerd wen o6t faftr e g femie 23.01.2020 SRR 12,30 99T

6. e 1 31 210, o TER-10 % AR 3MfdRed STHARY/YFETT ATTARA SR A 1 SRR & S foredt off TR 7=
¥ yepiferd el foran s | ar: fafae ufren § s o el T Hfasrerarelt @ gema femn s § R 9 $-ffaer 9éa

! fafd 9 9 SEd |
Contact E-mail-ID aseit-nsp @pspcl.in, ae-it-nsp5 @ pspcl.in
C-497/19 Sd/- Sr. XEN/IT (NSP & NB_SP), WWW.UPGOV.NIC.IN
C-8310/PB. PSPCL, Patiala. Date17/12/19 UP 1d No. 146685

3. UeR EHIE wrugW o, fafer
foeaieror et o ffagrrdatsi s
A 9 @ % &RU 3- e den -
131/19-20, 3-151/19-20 T& &-152/19-20
feair 28.12.2019 o fawaiRa &t St ® 1
T/~ Jreftrer atfwaear fegla umwon
USA IUWITHNIA, 400 hel. IUh=,
e, e AweEr e fea A oo
A"’ | FUAT 9« Wige etender.up.nic W
qQft g, = WemEneH/faar g e
g il aek A 3T Y | U 2187
fawmsd. A, T-131, 151 & 152/2019-
20 faatem:- 19.12.2019

IW. UER ZEHIM wruieE fa. ffeer
R et afaart et g/t fAfaar
i 3&a1 Ui A1 fohdl ST <k shror fferaT e
21-154/2019-20 @1 Revex &+ feai®
28.12.2019 d& fawaRa feam smar )
T/~ oredter  fwa ferg@ umor
WS IWULSLHLA, 400 Hel. IUhg,
uet, WX Awen ‘aw fem § o
A’ | YA 99 A5 etender.up.nic.in
R @Al A, 3 dIneie/faER §q
faferer gom =t fafsr ae @i 31 &< | TR
2179 faurs. A,/ T-154/2019-20
faiem:- 17.12.2019

Superintending Engineer,
Bulandshahr Circle, P.W.D., Bulandshahr

No 8155 /96M(I)/E-TENDER/BSR CIRCLE/2019

Dated. 11.12.19

E-Procurement Inviting Tender Notice

On behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh, S.E. Bulandshahar Circle, U.PP.W.D., Bulandshahr invites following
percentage rate bid online through http:// etender.up.nic.in from the eligible and approved Contractors registered
with UP PWD, from dt. 06.01.2020 to 14.01.2020 upto 12.00 PM. The technical bids will be opened online on dated
14.01.2020 at 03:30 P.M.. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids
will be opened online on the next working day respectively, at the same time and validity of bid will be considered
from the original date. The date and time of opening of the financial bid shall be notified on the website..

SL Name of Work Estimated Bid Security Work Tender Contractors
No. cost (Rs. (Rs.in Lacs) Completion document fee Category
in Lac) including GST
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Construction of (3x5m) Span
approoch foad Beswesn Villsge Tender Cost- A
1 Usmapur to Asgarpur Link road  229.00 13.50 9 Month Rs. 2300.000 +  (For bridge
e . GS.T. Rs. 414.0 and road
in District Bulandshahar Under — 2714.00 construction)
State Sector (General) in Year - ’
2019-20
New Construction of Pahasu
Tyori link road to Singh Nagliya Tender Cost- AB.C
Link road For More than 250 Rs. 2300.000 + T
2 habbitations in Distt — 50.00 4.50 6Month 5 1 Rs. 4140 C;‘)Srt :S;?on
Bulandshahar (Year 2019-20) , =2714.00

Length 0.900Km.

1. The Bid Security and Tender Document Fee must be deposite through Internet Banking.

2. All registered contractors have to upload Turnover certified by C.A. of last 5 Year and details of maximum cost
work satisfactorily completed in last 5 Years on chanakya software before Submission of tender.
Details of e-tender uploaded on https.// etender.up.nic.in shall also be uploaded on Uppwd Chanakya software,

before last date & time of submission of bid.

3. Terms & Conditions related to bids are available on https//etender.up.nic.in

Sd/-
(Surendra Kumar)
Executive Engineer
C.D. PWD Khurja

WWW.UPGOV.NIC.IN
UPID-146635 DATE 16/12/19

Sd/-
( Ajay Shankar Singh)
Superintending Engineer
Bulandshahr circle, PWD Bulandshahr

IW. UER WM wrugW fafes @-
faferer gemn Freafafea wrf &g &/ smfd
?g Mo & wrif # (Shwwdl) A
Ysfihd, dfifted Td el Scharl/ wH 9
3P @t STt €, fAfaer @ wam am (-
wea) H Mfadr qed qen eRisT i
MASNTH,/ TATF.IMEA/ b TR &
AT 3refteqor S, g arwor Hued,
REEE % ARAE We S, g&F ImEl-
e H deifad A @rda 9.-
10896364702, IFSC Code- SBIN
0000682 (MICR No. 110024101) |
faferer gem =t fafsr 9 01 fead 9 @Rt 17.00
oS deh ST Y, Y[R ., Il & A/ 4.,
fafoer 9., S ® O S st qen
fAfaeera R gweaia i, spd <o, T
., SIL.TH. 3. dSiiehior 9o shi S, 9
T Y9 9T 9Ear o 3 (W ud ud
3TIYT BN ey :7gen @t Refa # fAfaer o
T2 feramoti =&t grm | fEedi am § <% g
afeq | Fferer asft gt wfed gom ot fuiRa
feqie =1 13.00 o191 qh S-HIEAH 9 9T
SR QR 3T feT S-TesH ¥ WU® 9T 15.00
oS T 999 9 o G fgd am
e ST | 3o fafr &l ST M W
fAfoe eret wrifcad § fuiRa 999 W
Wrefl S| st el shaa $-ffaer
U dedrse ‘http:/etender.up.nic.in’
TR & G- o iR 1 Wrf 13.00 o1 Tk &
Download/ submit 1 ST Feb | FAfear
U9 I Uiee dedee W Hfaer submit
T i AT T AT qF U TR | S B
Seya fferet gem ot fafar 9 &9 @ %9 90 fea
BT =fed | o1 fam g o faam & fruifa
o g od 3.9, 9eR FRUE A %
T/l o STTAR i N fopddt ot orel foae o
TEEEATRAAl o HETT H <@ ST Fehdl & |
ferddt ot =1 T ffoacret = wWiery
T T SRR TR i o T B
THROT A G e | fHfeer deiwt fHferar
Yok e eXiEY R S R Hee Ie 9-
- o gom 9w faw & @
HETAT el RIENIER]
(seetcmbd@gmail.com) 33Uy HIAT
e 8, srgen o feafy & ffeaer 7=t @i

time of submission of tender: upto 3:00 p.m on
26.12.2019. (Tender I.D 2019_IFC_185749_1)
Note 1) The Tender forms and other details
obtained
http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

from the website

DIP/Shabdarth/1164/19-20

Jharkhand, Shashi Bhushan Mehta, who was ac-
cused of destruction of evidence and murder of
his school’s warden Suchitra Mishra.
Additional Judicial Commissioner Vijay
Kumar Srivastava acquitted six accused, includ-
ing Mehta, who were booked under IPC provi-

sions 302 (murder), 201 (causing disappearance

fq i 11.12.2019

of evidence of offence, or giving false informa-
tion to screen offender), among others.
Defence counsel Vishwajeet Mukherjee said:

“The prosecution brought forward circum-

%™ AW WEhe ol (WieeT o SWWa  TMioer YU T oot g ol WiEied
T (6 W@ O (6 A od SIUEEl wE g wE ot
#) SHuwd. wiea #) wfed (FUd #) EacicilcCit)
3 4 5 6 7 elections.
42.635 0.855 (300+54+2000)=2 6 TS

354.00

stances which were not cogent and substantial
for conviction.There were no eyewitnesses. So
based on circumstantial evidence and the law
regarding it, this case ended in acquittal.”
Mehta, who was previously with the
JMM, joined the ruling BJP ahead of the state

The Palamu-based politician, who owns a

chain of schools in Ranchi and Palamu, was fac-

T/ -

Srefigror TR
yrtoT rfEer feram,
URHUEH-TETE |

St | fAfaer Yok Te eRie i ok S B
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g anuw wve, e % sa fafi=
220 .. Td 132 kel IUhE W Bl
Th{TT T T | ERIER AR 5. 2000/-, FAfaaT
YOS I SITHS! Aied Jed . 590/-, 2. ¥-
fafeer Ww-233, TEWUA, 2019-20:
fIga aReT WS, THYR <k = o= 220
et Td 132 hell STkl W Ble-TIE Whi
1 & | ERIE AR %, 2000/-, Ffaer 99+t 1
Sieadt 9fgd ged % 590/-, 3. g-fAferer
WEAT-234, $ELWLEH./ 2019-20: fIgd 400
el ITHTAM WU, TREG & (= 400
Fell ITh=, TEERE R Je THWhR @ 9
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fHferer gust <1 STt |fgd 9ed %, 590/-, 4.
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132 <Kl T[eTTITS! Iehvs TR SUhN/AZFIH
! UfeT o1 1 | eRIEY AR %, 2000/-, AfaaT
99 I SHewel |fed qed . 590/-, 5. -
fafeer Ww-236, TEWUA, 2019-20:
fIga Ruo Wue, IR kTG 220 R
IYeh=s, THYR Te 132 hell Iqhws, MBS TR
JRM 3MEAEH T &1 HY | ERIE AT .,
2000/-, Tt gox 1 Sieeet afed 97 <.
590/-, 6. E-Tafaer Ww&m-237, SEEUH./
2019-20: e URET @WUe-fEdE, TRISER
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i TA.S. I, AES o ol 1 | eRIg AT
%, 2000/-, FAfaR gu o1 Siewel fed g
% 590/-, 7. E-fafeer wwAT-238/
AWMU, 2019-20: faga dRwor @S-
fadia, Qe % Td 220 He ITHE,
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, Tfaer gu=t 1 Siiewel |fegd g3 %, 590/-,
‘g feq ¥ faoiell s=md” g/~ ereftaror
IAWSLHSA, FUQEE, UAHR- 3050,
faws. (7.), 3-ffa=r, 2019-20, fediew

1771272019

rejected.

ing trial in the 2012 murder of Suchitra Mishra,
a Hindi teacher and hostel warden in Mehta’s
Oxford Public School in Ranchi.

Mehta was arrested and was released later
on bail. After the charges were framed, Mehta
appealed in the High Court, but his plea was

Accident Kkills 4

Jaipur: Four persons, including a
woman, were killed on Friday
when a container truck rammed
intoa car on the Jaipur-Delhi high-
way in Jaipur rural area, police
said. The car was on its way to
Bewal in Haryana from Kotputli,
they said, adding that the dead
have been identified as Rakesh
(38), Deepak (35), Asha Devi (30)
and Aaryan(8). PTI
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DELHI LIBRARY BOARD

(MINISTRY OF CULTURE, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA)
DELHI PUBLIC LIBRARY, DR. SHYAMA PRASAD MUKHERJEE MARG,
OPP. OLD DELHI RAILWAY STATION, CHANDNI CHOWK, DELHI-110006

Shreshth Patrikao Par Puraskaar

Delhi Library Board invites entries for the year 2019 from private publishers,
institutions, NGOs who publish the best Non Commercial Weekly, Weekly,
Fortnightly, monthly, Quarterly, magazines in Sanskrit, Hindi, Punjabi, and Urdu
language to honor them. The above entities may send two copies of their latest issue
to Deputy Director (Admin) at above mentioned address within one month of the date
of publication of this advertisement. Details of Prize money are as follows:

Hindi Sanskrit, Urdu, Punjabi
First Prize : Rs 1 lakh only First Prize : Rs. 1 lakh only
Second Prize : Rs 75,000/- only Second Prize : Rs 75,000/- only
Third Prize : Rs 50,000/- only
Consolation Prize : Rs 25,000/- only
Chairman SLIO
Delhi Library Board davp 09111/11/0005/1920 Delhi Public Library

DELHI LIBRARY BOARD

(MINISTRY OF CULTURE, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA)
DELHI PUBLIC LIBRARY,
Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Marg, Opposite
Old Delhi Railway Station, Chandni Chowk, DELHI-110006

KRITI SAMMAN YOJNA

Delhi Public Library invites entries for the year 2019 to honor the writers who have written
memoirs and compositions about culture and bravery of martyrs. Details of prizes are as
follows:
Name of Award No.
(1) Sanskriti Manishi Samman 01
(For holistic writings related to Indian culture, human values, life of great men,
Geography of India, Ancient history, Science etc. in Hindi)
(2) Maharishi Dadhici Samman 01
(For the holistic writings related to the martyrdom of Indian soldiers and their
lives in the Hindi language)(For the writers more than age of 35 years)
(3) Sanskriti Gathantra Kriti Samman 01
(For Hindi translation of the original text written in Indian languages in relation
to Indian culture)
(4) Durgabhabhi Samman 01
(For the holistic writings related to lives of brave women, their life stories
and problems related to women)
(5) Nanaji Deshmukh Samman 01
(For the holistic writings related to life style of Adivasis (tribals), tribal
public life, Public culture and problems related to them)
(6) Sant Ravidass Samman 01
(For writings related to Dalits, their problems and solutions, life of
great men from dalit community)

(7) Baal Sahityashree Samman 01
(For the holistic writings related to topics of children)

(8) Sahityashree Kriti Samman 01
(For best creation in Hindi literature)

(9) Shaheed Bhagat Singh Kriti Samman 03

(For best creation related to martyrs of India, life of brave fighters, their feats

Written by youngsters between the age of 18 to 35 years in Hindi, Urdu, Punjabi

languages)
Interested scholar writers should send details of their personality and work to the Deputy
Director (Admn.) At the above address for one month from the date of publication of this
advertisement. For more information kindly visit website of Delhi Public Library at
www.dpl.gov.in.

Chairman SLIO
Delhi Library Board Delhi Public Library

davp 09111/11/0006/1920

Odisha State Health & Family

Welfare Society (OSH&FWS)

E-595 Health & FW Department, Govt. of odisha
SIH&FW Annex Building, Unit-8, Nayapalli,
Bhubaneswar-12
Advt. No./ 59/19 Dt: 19.12.2019

Express of Interest (Eol) for empanelment of
Agencies/Institutions to execute evaluation/ assess-
ment of NGO led health programmes under OSH&FWS.

Odisha State Health & Family Welfare Society invites applications
from eligible Agencies/Institutions for three years empanelment to
undertake evaluatin/assessment of NGO led health programmes
implemented under National Health Mission from time to time. The
Agencies interested in the Eol document.

The filled up and signed applications complete in all respect and
attached with the relevant signed documents along with cost of
Eol document in form of DD/Banker Cheque should reach the
Mission Director, NHM-cum Member Secretary, OSH&FW Society
on or before dated 17.01.2020 by 5.00 PM, either by registered
post/ speed post/ courier. The sealed envelope should be clearly
labeled with “Application for empanelment of Evaluating
Agencies for evaluation/assessment of NGO projects”. The
detailed Eol document and the prescribed formats of application is
available in the website www.nhmodisha.gov.in.

Incomplete applications/ applications received in an open envel-
op/ applications from blacklisted Agencies will be summarily
rejected. Further, the authority reserves the right to reject any
applications without assigning any reason thereof. No personal
enquiry shall be entertained. Sq/

Mission Director, NHM, Odisha
Cum-Member Secretary,
10084/11/0043/1920 OSH&FW Society.

fyuieer foge famor T

fa., esmm  3-fafeer gEew
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diéad  https:// etender.up.nic.in Td
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ZoTToH0/T0/2N-16 (2019-20),
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faf=1 amar & afra/se gy faao
qRadel &I dcad Rl @,
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T A MM T wE, 06.01.2020,
®. 5,900.00.%. 1.20 NG| 3ITefteyur
=T, faga woeR wWuEw, oW
Tk 6183 &M, 3. () o1 fferar
faqts 19/12/2019
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

A FRAYING PACT

GST council votes for first time, departing from its consensual
decision making model so far. Centre must heed warning

EPARTING FROM THE consensual nature of decision-making that has

marked the GST Council so far, on Wednesday, the council, for the first time,

voted on an issue, of the taxation of lotteries. Though the issue has been

pending for long, and the Kerala government reportedly stuck to its stance
of maintaining the dual rate structure, that the final decision had to be put to a vote illus-
trates a deterioration in relations between the Centre and states. It goes against the idea
and spirit of cooperative federalism. Moreover, this is unlikely to be a one-off. With GST
revenues falling well short of expectations, relations between the Centre and states may
be further strained as states are likely to press for extending the compensation period by
a few years.

The genesis of the distrust seemingly stems from the Centre delaying compensation
to states for their revenue loss. Under the GST regime, states have to compensated if their
revenue growth falls below 14 per cent each year over the 2015-16 base year. While the
practice so far had been to transfer the compensation amount after two months, the
Centre delayed payments for August and September, much to the states’ consternation.
Though the Centre released Rs 35,298 crore as compensation just prior to the council
meeting, and the finance minister said that the Centre was committed to discharging its
obligation, several state governments appear unsure. With the economy slowing sharply,
there is concern that the amount being collected through the compensation cess will not
be enough to compensate for the shortfall in collections this year. The states’ concerns
don’t end here. With the Centre’s own revenues likely to fall short of its budgeted target,
tax devolution to states will also be lower this year. This will impact their spending. And
as much of states’ revenue expenditure is sticky in nature, lower revenues will force them
to cut back on capital spending, further intensifying the slowdown. Sensing this, some state
governments have asked for relaxing the fiscal deficit limit to 4 per cent. While it is not
clear if the Centre will accede to this demand, it does underline the severity of the stress
in both Central and state government finances.

In the run-up to this council meeting, suggestions were made to raise tax rates to
shore up collections. That the council shied away from doing so at the current juncture
is welcome. While rate rationalisation is indeed required — in some sectors inputs are
taxed at higher rates as compared to final products — raising taxes when the economy is
slowing down would have been counter-productive. What is needed is a comprehensive
review of the GST architecture, addressing, in particular, the issues flagged by the CAG.

AT STAKE, IN RANCHI

The election result in Jharkhand comes in a fraught
moment, will set off a larger echo

UCH DEPENDS ON the outcome of the Jharkhand assembly elections —

results will be declared on Monday. The BJP, which is seeking another

term in office, needs to win the state especially because, in contrast toits

spectacular performance at the national level, it is yet to win an assem-
bly election convincingly since its successes in UP, Uttarakhand and Tripura in 2017-18.
The party has lost major states, including Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh,
while failing to gain a simple majority in Haryana. It was outwitted by the Oppositionin
Maharashtra despite winning the assembly election and, in the process, lost its oldest
ally, the Shiv Sena. For the Opposition, battered in the May general election, another state
government wrested from the BJP will boost its confidence.

The last two phases of voting in the five-phase contest in Jharkhand were held after
Parliament passed the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) sparking wide protests. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah flagged the citizenship debate
in Jharkhand in a language and tone that was polarising: The PM remarked about the
dress of CAA protestors and alluded to Pakistan while talking of the political Opposition.
The JMM-Congress-R]D alliance, on the other hand, kept the focus on governance-related
issues: Land alienation of tribals, lack of jobs, the police action on para teachers and an-
ganwadi workers. Though the BJP campaign initially centred on Raghubar Das provid-
ing a stable government — Das, an OBC leader, is the first chief minister to complete a full
term since the formation of Jharkhand in 2000 — it soon shifted focus to work done by
the Modi government on national security. That Das is also seen as a contentious figure
within the BJP state unit — his main opponent in the Jamshedpur East constituency is
his former deputy Saryu Rai — may have influenced the party to shift focus. It may also
be counting on the Modi charisma, despite the fact that though it has netted votes for
the BJPin general elections, it has not always been helpful in attracting voters in assem-
bly contests.

The gathbandhan’s projection of Hemant Soren as the CM nominee has added a sub-
text to the polls: Should the CM of a state born out of a movement that emphasised the
agency of tribals be from a Scheduled Tribe community or should the CM office be above
such considerations? For Soren, this election is a battle to establish his claim to the legacy
of Shibu Soren, arguably Jharkhand’s tallest Adivasi leader, and the JMM'’s claim to be the
sole representative of the state’s tribals.

BUYERS AND PLAYERS

IPL auction was about some hardheaded
math, some fairy tale excitement

WITTER TRENDS SELDOM reflect the ground reality but it is still noteworthy

that news about the IPL auction dislodged, to some extent, netizens’ atten-

tion from the ongoing street protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act

and National Register of Citizens. Within 20 minutes, the auction news was
the top-trending item — be it the Australian fast bowler Pat Cummins going for a whop-
ping Rs 15.50 crore, Glenn Maxwell, who took a break from international cricket to take
care of his health, going for Rs 10.75 crore or England ODI captain Eoin Morgan picked up
for Rs 5.25 crore.

Perhaps people needed a break from the gathering political and economic tensions.
Butit's been the same story every year for a while now during the auction — there is some-
thingirresistible about it, with all the elements that enthrall and tease human imagination:
Who was sold for the most? Who was not even picked up? Which odd-ball came through?
Why is a little known player being paid so much? Why was a reputed player ignored?

A few critics, unable to come to terms with players being “sold”, have termed it a cat-
tle-auction. But the event also throws up heart-warming stories of rags to riches. This year,
atleast three players, sons of a small farmer and a driver, and a boy who used to sell chaat,
have turned millionaires overnight. There were, as there always are, a few oddities as well
— Pravin Tambe, who at 48 was the oldest player in the auction, was picked up for Rs 20
lakh, and the youngest, the 14-year-old Afghanistan bowler Noor Ahmad, wasn’t selected.
There were a few surprises as well, the veteran Piyush Chawla was taken for Rs 6.75 crore,
Varun Chakravarthy, the legspinner who played just one game last season, went for Rs 4
crore, and Jaydev Unadkat continues to rake in the riches at the IPL, fetching Rs 3 crore.

General and a labyrinth

KHALED AHMED

ON DECEMBER 17, a special court convicted
former army chief and Pakistan President
Pervez Musharraf of high treason under
Article 6 of the Constitution and sentenced
him to death. The three-judge court was
formed under special orders of the Supreme
Court to prosecute him for imposing emer-
gency and subverting the judiciary in
November 2007. It was a summary process
after General Musharraf had “failed to ap-
pear on summons six times” while “recov-
ering” fromill health in his luxury apartment
in Dubai.

In an unusual response, the Pakistan
Army spoke through its spokesman: “An ex-
Army Chief, Chairman of Joint Chief of Staff
Committee and President of Pakistan, who
has served the country for over 40 years,
fought wars for the defence of the country,
can surely never be a traitor.” Perhaps en-
couraged by a reluctant-to-prosecute gov-
ernment, the army and its several retired
generals who appear regularly on TV, clearly
put forth a point of view that was expressed
only indirectly in the past.

The case was brought before the Supreme
Court in 2007 by the Pakistan Muslim
League-N (PML-N) of Nawaz Sharif that the
general had overthrown through a coup in
1999. He dodged the court repeatedly, helped
by his namesake-successor army chief,
General Ashfaq Parvez Kayani, till 2014, when
he denied the charge. After two years of play-
ing hide-and-seek, he was helped by the next
army chief, General Raheel Sharif, “through
pressure”, to leave the country.

The ill-fated year 2007 was also the year
that saw the leader of Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP), Benazir Bhutto, assassinated in
Rawalpindi. She had escaped death at the
hands of an earlier suicide-bomber in
Karachi but succumbed to a more well-
planned attack in Rawalpindi. Musharraf,

MALAVIKA PRASAD

COMMUNICATION SHUTDOWNS AND cur-
fews have rained on us thick and fast this
week. There have been reports of shut-
downs — as SMS blacks, social media blocks,
suspension of mobile internet or suspen-
sion of internet access — across Assam, dis-
tricts of Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, and West
Bengal in the wake of protests against the
Citizenship Amendment Act. Curfew was
declared for three days in Bengaluru in an-
ticipation of similar protests, even though
all preceding protests in the city had been
entirely peaceful. The most egregious ver-
sion of a shutdown, as a curfew alongside a
blanket suspension of landline, cellular line,
mobile and broadband internet, was im-
posed in the Kashmir Valley with no evi-
dence of likely violence on August 4. This
shutdown continues to subsist as a prepaid
SMS and internet shutdown 137 days later
— the longest ever in a democracy.

The pattern is clear. Something is done
that may trigger protest, which the govern-
ment reads as a threat to public order. As a
preventive measure, and without there be-
ing any signs of actual public disorder tend-
ing to violence, the government suspends
communication media and/or imposes cur-
few. While curfew is declared under Section
144 of the Criminal Procedure Code, to “pre-
vent. danger to human life, health or safety,
or a disturbance of the public tranquillity”,
communication shutdowns are declared
under the Telecom Suspension Rules, 2017,
as well as under Section 144. However, both
derive their justificatory basis in the govern-
ment’s power to impose “reasonable restric-
tions” on the freedom of speech and expres-
sion. With the rejection of parliamentary
supremacy, Indians rejected a culture of au-
thority and heralded in its place a culture of
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WORDLY WISE
RELIGION IS EXCELLENT STUFF FOR KEEPING

COMMON PEOPLE QUIET.
— NAPOLEON BONAPARTE

From army chief to convict for treason — Pervez
Musharraf has fallen a long way

Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, whom he overthrew,
chose him as his army chief
because he looked “liberal”
and not “too religious”, a
decision he was to regret
later. The breaking-point
came with the Kargil war
that Musharraf unleashed,
saying the prime minister
had okayed it. Taking place
between May and July 1999,
the conflict was a disaster for
Pakistan. But rather than
face punishment for his
failings, its planner-
executioner, General
Musharraf, staged a coup
against the democratically
elected government in
October 1999, grabbing the
reins of power for nearly a

decade.

who didn’t want her to return to Pakistan,
was seen to be in the dock. In so far as he ap-
peared to have deliberately failed to provide
her routine protection, he was dubbed guilty
by many Pakistanis.

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, whom he
overthrew, chose him as his army chief be-
cause he looked “liberal” and not “too reli-
gious”, a decision he was to regret later. The
breaking-point came with the Kargil war that
Musharraf unleashed, saying the prime min-
ister had okayed it. Taking place between
May and July 1999, the conflict was a disas-
ter for Pakistan. But rather than face punish-
ment for his failings, its planner-executioner,
General Musharraf, staged a coup against the
democratically elected government in
October 1999, grabbing the reins of power
for nearly a decade.

Former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
couldn’t have acquiesced in the “Kargil
Operation” because when it was initiated he
was receiving his Indian counterpart, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, in Lahore in what appeared
to the world to be the final reconciliation be-
tween India and Pakistan. General
Musharraf, in fact, was embarrassed meet-
ing Vajpayee while his troops were attacking
the Indian positions in Kargil. After winning
the Kargil war, Vajpayee had observed that
his visit had been “a stab in the back”.

General Musharraf took overin 1999 and
was still casting about for relief to the econ-
omy, which had been badly crippled by the
Kargil misadventure, when, in 2001, the fate-
ful 9/11 happened. Under a plot hatched by
al Qaeda in Pakistan, America was attacked
by airborne suicide-bombers, triggering the
Chapter Seven resolution at the United
Nations that caused an international inva-
sion of the Taliban-ruled Afghanistan.
Musharraf joined the invasion and was thus
rescued from the post-Kargil economic crisis.

The army, then, didn’t like him too much.
There were at least two serious attempts on
his life by army officers in cahoots with the
non-state actors employed for infiltration into
Kashmir. There were defections from the
army as officers fled from special training
camps and joined the Taliban-al Qaeda com-
bine.

America came to his rescue, as narrated
by Shuja Nawaz in his latest book, ‘The Battle
for Pakistan: The Bitter US Friendship and
Tough Neighbourhood’ (2019): “A very sen-
ior member of Musharraf’'s government told
me that he had been informed by senior staff
of the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi that during
a visit of Crown Prince Mohammed of Abu
Dhabi to President George W Bush at Camp
David, the idea was bruited that Musharraf
should be encouraged to depart Pakistan
with a promise of ‘protocol’ and property. As
a result, the Saudi King, Abdullah bin Abdul
Aziz Al Saud, provided $2 million, and the
ruler of Abu Dhabi another $2 million.”

This accounts for Musharraf’s reluctance
to leave the comforts of Dubai and enter
Pakistan and face the court. But the bets are
now on Musharraf rather than the Supreme
Court.

Imran Khan, who had called him a trai-
tor in 2007, is now reluctant to prosecute
him, his party speaking in unison with the
GHQ. The Opposition parties, their leaders
facing court cases for corruption, have wel-
comed the verdict but are in no position to
back the Supreme Court with street power.
The TV discussions that began with a wel-
coming note are now inclining in favour of
Musharraf; and the expert view is that, on
appeal, Musharraf’s conviction will be over-
turned by a repentant Supreme Court.

The writer is consulting editor,
Newsweek Pakistan

UNRFASONABLE RESTRICTIONS

Achieving public order by suspending freedoms is unacceptable

The Court thus propounds
an important theory of
restriction. State interests
like security are important
because they are the
prerequisites for us to
exercise our freedoms. In
pursuing a state interest —
towards safeguarding
freedoms — the freedoms
themselves cannot be
suspended. This is a theory
of beneficial constraints —
we must do less to be able to
do more.

justification — enforced through the
Constitution. Thus, as lawyer-scholars Jahnvi
Sindhu and Vikram Aditya Narayan argue,
the government is expected to justify not
only that it has enacted restrictions to re-
alise the state interests under Articles 19(2)-
(6), but also that it has acted in a manner that
is suitable, necessary and proportional.

However, there is an even more basic
question one must ask of curfews and blan-
ket shutdowns, that are imposed preven-
tively: Does the government have a carte
blanche as to choice of restriction, within
the express parameters of Articles 19(2)~(6)?
Can government order literally anything —
in the name of public order — when thereis
no evidence of any public disorder or incite-
ment to violence?

Inour constitutional scheme, the govern-
ment can use its power to swallow up aright
only in exceptional and constitutionally-spec-
ified circumstances — when a proclamation
of Emergency is in force. Even such an
Emergency can only be in force for a period
of one month, unless it is also approved by
Parliament — which can extend it to six
months. Inall other contexts, the suspension
of freedoms is not permitted. Only “reason-
ablerestrictions” are. It follows then that “rea-
sonable restrictions” can never be suspen-
sions of fundamental rights, least of all for
over four months.

One way to think of this would be that
there are implied limitations on the govern-
ment’s power to enact restrictions — arestric-
tion cannot swallow up the right itself. This
flows from the Supreme Court’s own reading
of our fundamental freedoms. To ensure
women’s safety, can we deny the woman'’s
freedom to choose to be employed at places
serving alcohol? Answering in the negative,
the Court held in Anuj Garg v. Hotel Assn of

India,(2008): “Privacy rights prescribe auton-
omy to choose profession whereas security
concerns texture methodology of delivery of
this assurance. Butitis a reasonable proposi-
tion that the measures to safeguard such a
guarantee of autonomy should not be so
strong that the essence of the guarantee is
lost. State protection must not translate into
censorship.”

The Court thus propounds an important
theory of restriction. State interests like se-
curity are important because they are the
prerequisites for us to exercise our free-
doms. In pursuing a state interest — towards
safeguarding freedoms — the freedoms
themselves cannot be suspended. This is a
theory of beneficial constraints — we must
do less to be able to do more. For instance,
lanes constrain driving so that more of us
can reach our destinations safely and effi-
ciently. Thus, to ensure more of us can get
around, government cannot altogether ban
us all from trying to get around, as that
would defeat the very purpose — of en-
abling us to get around!

In short, the pursuit of public order is to-
wards enabling us all to exercise our free-
doms as engaged citizens. Achieving public
order by suspending our freedoms —
whether as a blanket communication shut-
down, or as a curfew order — defies logic. To
use the words of Justice Vivian Bose, “it is
the right which has been made fundamen-
tal, not the fetters and limitations with
which it may be circumscribed.” (Krishnan v.
State of Madras, AIR 1951). It is high time we
resumed viewing these state interests as de-
signed to further rather than eviscerate our
freedoms.

The writer teaches at NALSAR Universtity of
Law, Hyderabad
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SHILLONG UNREST
SHOOT-AT-SIGHT ORDERS WERE issued and
indefinite curfew reimposed in Shillong fol-
lowing violent sectarian clashes which lefta
youth dead and 70 injured. Six shops were
burnt down and another eight were looted.
A few buildings were damaged in stone
throwing outside the secretariat. The youth
killed in today’s clashes was identified by the
police as Purkayaspha, 22, student of St
Edmund College. Two hours after the inci-
dent, the army was alerted to stand by to as-
sist the civil administration.

AssAM CONSENSUS
LEADERS OF THE Janata Party, Congress,

Plains Tribal Council of Assam, Revolutionary
Communist Party of India and some other
smaller groups in Assam have reached a con-
sensus on the foreign nationals issue. accord-
ing to reports reaching Shillong from
Guwabhati. The agreement envisages prepa-
ration of “correct” voter lists by deleting the
names of all foreign nationals, inclusion of
the names of genuine Indian citizens, hold-
ing of the Lok Sabha elections in all 14 con-
stituencies within six months, initiation of
steps to prepare a national register of citi-
zens, detection and deportation of foreign-
ers as per law and tightening security meas-
ures along the international borders to
prevent further influx of aliens.

INDIRA’S PROMISES
EDUCATED MUSLIMS SEE nothing much in
Mrs Gandhi'’s promise to provide reservation
for minorities if she came back to power. In
the past, Muslim leaders have been demand-
ing proportional representation of Muslims
in government services. The late A ] Faridi, a
former member of the UP legislative council,
had contended that Muslim representation
in government services, particularly in the po-
lice and PAC, was not adequate. A section of
the Muslims in Lucknow believe that many
top leaders make tall promises during elec-
tion campaigns, but when the time comes to
deliver, the administrative machinery puts
many hurdles in place.
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ARUN PRAKASH

MIRPUR WAS A small town in the erstwhile
state of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) — it's now
a part of Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. Soon
after the invasion of Kashmir by Pakistani ir-
regulars, approximately 25,000 Hindu men,
women and children — amongst them, my
close relatives — were force-marched to a
refugee camp in Ali Beg. There were mas-
sacres and kidnappings en route, and only
5,000 made it to the camp. A year later, when
the International Red Cross reached Ali Beg
camp, it found a mere 1,600 Mirpuri sur-
vivors awaiting repatriation to India.

Many of my relatives either perished or
were abducted during this tragic episode, but
my immediate family was luckier. We lived
close to Srinagar and the arrival of Indian
troops, on October 27, 1947, enabled my
mother and siblings to flee in the Dakotas
which had flown them in. We returned to the
Valley, six months later, to find our home
burnt to cinders.

My reasons for gratuitously offering these
personal details to the reader are two-fold.
Firstly, notwithstanding the bloodbath of
1947, no member of my extended family —
whether of the pre-Partition or post-Partition
generation — bears hatred towards the
“other” or carries a sense of “victimhood”.
Like lakhs of other refugees we realise that,
in the madness of Partition, such tragedies
occurred on both sides. I also wish to estab-
lish my bonafides and exercise my right of
expression as a non-partisan, septuagenar-
ian-citizen, and a military veteran without
being assigned absurd ideological labels — a
current practice to discredit every contrar-
ian viewpoint.

This is being written as the nation’s so-
ciopolitical fabric comes under tremendous
strain in the aftermath of the passage of the
Citizens’ Amendment Bill, as well as the im-
pending creation of a National Register of
Citizens. Without entering into a debate on
the merits of these incendiary issues, I wish
to draw attention to other factors which have
assumed critical importance for the nation.

No matter whatits root causes are, India’s
economy is in parlous straits. With continu-
ing agrarian distress — varying only in degree
from state to state — and slowdown in man-
ufacturing, jobs have been scarce for a long
time. As schools and colleges continue to
churn out young and hopeful job-seekers,
frustration levels amongst the youth are ris-
ing. The “demographic dividend” that India
had once dreamt would help it overtake an
“ageing China” is turning into a nightmare.
The current unrest and protests in college
campuses as well as increasing blue-collar
crime and gender-violence could be the early
manifestations of approaching tumult.

Placed 102 out of 117 countries in the
2019 Global Hunger Index, India remains
home to a third of the world’s poor. Our filthy
cities, teeming with slums, have seen India
placed at 129 out of 189 in the 2019 UN
Human Development Index. So mesmerised
are we by the GDP numbers and so inured
have we become to our country’s vast and

G P JosHI

THE INCIDENT INVOLVING the encounter
killings of four alleged rapists by the
Hyderabad police has received a mixed re-
sponse. It has been condemned on the
ground that the police encounter was fake
and it violated two interlinked principles of
the rule of law on which the system of ju-
risprudence in this country is based. One, a
person accused of committing a crime is to
be treated innocent till he is pronounced
guilty by a court of law, and, two, it should be
ensured that not even one innocent person
gets punished evenif in the bargain 10 guilty
individuals get away.

While the police action has been de-
nounced by some, it has simultaneously re-
ceived wide public support and appreciation.
Showering of flower petals on police vehicles,
touching of the feet of the police personnel,
distributing sweets, beating of drums, burst-
ing of crackers, singing and dancing with joy
on the streets — these are just some of the
ways in which the public, particularly women,
expressed their enthusiasm and appreciation
of what the police did. Celebrations were re-
ported not merely from Hyderabad but from
other parts of the country as well.

The police in this country generally have
apoor image. They are alleged to be oppres-
sive and corrupt. The puzzling question is
why, suddenly, were the police personnel

Uneasy nation,
lines within

India’s decision-makers must pause and consider the costs of majoritarianism

endemic poverty that “poverty alleviation”
did not find mention in the 2019 election
manifestos of the major political parties.

With the common man still in the quest
for roti, kapda, makan, one had expected that
utmost priority would be accorded by our
elected representatives to addressing unem-
ployment, hunger, healthcare and education.
It is bitterly disappointing to see our re-
sources, attention and energies being frit-
tered away on far-less urgent but inflamma-
tory issues related to religion, places of
worship and even bovine welfare. These may
garner votes but we cannot evade the reality
that unless India’s national leadership fo-
cuses on economic, industrial, scientific and
technological progress, the country will re-
main backward and firmly anchored in the
Third World.

Indiais unique inits religious, ethnic, lin-
guistic and caste diversity; models of gover-
nance, applicable to homogenous societies,
simply do not work here. Pakistan, next-door,
provides an example of how simplistic ap-
proaches can have disastrous consequences.
Created as the first theocratic state of modern
times, Pakistan started unravelling as soon
asitadopted Islamic fundamentalism as state
policy and mobilised sharia laws to victimise
religious minorities and non-conformist
Muslim sects. By 1971, it had become clear
that religion could not provide the glue to
hold together two distinct ethnic entities, and
East Pakistan freed itself to become
Bangladesh.

Historically, the prime causes for India suc-
cumbing to foreign invaders have been lack
of visionary leadership and absence of inter-
nal cohesion. If history has a lesson for us, it
is that divisive bigotry and religious hysteria
can destroy nations while social cohesion and

It is bitterly disappointing to
see our resources, attention
and energies being frittered
away on far-less urgent but
inflammatory issues related
to religion, places of worship
and even bovine welfare.
These may garner votes but
we cannot evade the reality
that unless India’s national
leadership focuses on
economic, industrial,
scientific and technological
progress, the country will
remain backward and

firmly anchored in the
Third World.

CR Sasikumar

nationalism hold them together. Those who
believe that converting India into a theocratic
state — a virtual Pakistani clone — will make
it strong and united are living in a delusion-
ary world. Worse still, such an objective will
set the country on a path of fratricidal con-
flict and eventual disintegration.

To put things in the simplest perspective,
let me cite our military leadership, which has
frequently called for readiness to fight a “two
and a half front war”. The “two fronts”, ob-
viously, refer to our neighbourhood adver-
saries, China and Pakistan who, individually
and collectively, pose a formidable threat.
While the “external threat” is quantifiable
and can be countered militarily, it is the “in-
ternal threat”, arising from India’s socio-eco-
nomic disparities as well as religious, sectar-
ian and caste-based tensions, that poses a far
greater peril. If internal discord is going to be
superimposed on the existing Naxal insur-
gency and ongoing separatist movements in
Kashmir and the Northeast, they could cu-
mulatively pose an existential threat to India.

At this critical juncture in our history, it
is for India’s decision-makers to pause and
consider whether India’s security, well-being
and international image will be enhanced or
undermined by pursuing majoritarianism of
any kind by engendering insecurity in any
segment of our heterogeneous society and
alienating a major section of our citizens
through intimidatory or discriminatory leg-
islation? On the other hand, will the nation
not be immeasurably strengthened if we re-
tain sharp focus on enhancing internal co-
hesion through assimilation, inclusivity and
maintenance of domestic harmony — and
above all, on economic development?

The writer is a retired chief of naval staff

Crime and instant punishment

Vigilantism, encounter killings draw attention to justice delayed

involved in killing the accused accorded a
grand hero’s welcome. The answer is that
the general public over time has become
hugely dissatisfied, in fact, disgusted, with
the way the criminal justice system has
been functioning. This discontent is essen-
tially due to two reasons: Lack of or a very
poor rate of conviction, and enormous de-
lay in the disposal of criminal cases. As the
Madhava Menon Committee on Reforms of
the Criminal Justice System has observed:
“It is common knowledge that the two ma-
jor problems confronting the criminal-jus-
tice system are huge pendency of criminal
cases and the inordinate delay in disposal
of criminal cases on the one hand and the
very low rate of conviction in cases involv-
ing serious crimes on the other.” This has
occasionally encouraged people to take the
law in to their hands to deal with crime
and criminals.

According to the police, they took the ac-
cused to the crime spot at night so as to pro-
tect them from being lynched by the public.
This fear on the part of the police was not
misplaced. There is an increasing tendency
on the part of the public to deliver instant
“lynch justice” by killing those who are
caught while committing a crime, or even
suspected of a crime. It is the public fear of
crime and the incompetence of the criminal

justice system to deal with criminality in a
fair and swift manner that promotes a ten-
dency amongst people to engage in vigi-
lante justice — and beat up the accused or
suspects of a crime to death. Such public
fear and perception sometimes provide a
license to the police to deal with crime and
criminals by using rough and illegal meth-
ods. The blinding of criminals by the
Bhagalpur Police, backin the early Eighties,
was another example of such license. The
present incident, once again, shows how
closely linked police vigilantism is to pub-
licvigilantism. The prominent danger in ig-
noring public vigilantism is that it is likely to
promote greater acceptance by the public
of police vigilantism. Turning a blind eye to
incidents of public or police vigilantism is
a sure and certain way of sounding the
death-knell of a civilised democratic sys-
tem of governance based on the rule of law.

Public outrage at any injustice perceived
to have been meted out to victims of crime
has been seen in the past and, on some occa-
sions, with beneficial outcomes. Both in the
JessicaLal case and the December 12 rape and
murder case in Delhi, people organised street
marches, held candlelight vigils, circulated pe-
titions and sent messages protesting against
what was perceived to be a clear miscarriage
of justice. In one case, the government was

forced to appeal to the high court against the
acquittal and, in the other case, the rape law
was thoroughly revised and made harsher.

Public outcry over ghastly crimes is thus
welcome if it results in improving the working
of the criminal justice system. It must, how-
ever, be ensured that public outrage resultsin
guaranteeing fast delivery of justice and in
strengthening the rule of law, and not in sub-
verting it. Public outrage can easily descend
to mob vigilantism, some signs of which were
seen in many furious responses to the
Hyderabad incident.

The criminal justice administration has
been one of the most neglected areas of gov-
ernance in this country: The price for that is
being paid by the citizens, not only in terms
of an increase in victimisation, but also in
terms of the overall deterioration in the qual-
ity of life resulting from an overpowering fear
of crime. It is time the government devoted
greater attention to reforming the criminal
justice system. The capability of the system to
control crime and deliver justice in time must
be enhanced. Till this happens, the incidents
of instant “lynch justice” done in anger or for
“revenge” — either by the public or by the po-
lice — will continue to occur.

The writer retired as director in the Bureau of
Police Research and Development
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The prime minister is obliged by politics and pride to pretend that the deal
he struck is a great one. He imagines he can achieve another such triumph in the
next phase of Brexit in the same way.” — THEGUARDIAN

The language
of revenge

Celebration of Hyderabad encounter,
passage of CAA, show the same disquieting
desire for vengeance

tarian political party trying to fulfill the
long-pending agenda of its parent organi-
sation, the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS). That the RSS’s agenda is to push
Indian Muslims and Christians towards be-
coming second-class citizens is well docu-
mented. In the narrative of revenge, the cel-
ebration of the CAA by a large section of
Indians is best explained by Friedrich
Nietzsche’s idea of “ressentiment” — a psy-
chological state resulting from suppressed
feelings of envy and hatred, which cannot
be satisfied. Ressentiment is not retributive
punishment. It is, in essence, the transfer
of one’s own pain or sense of humiliation,
real orimagined, on a scapegoat. Itis hence
important to understand that this psyche
of revenge works at multiple layers. In an
Indian context, narratives of revenge can
be built by those in power as has happened
with the CAA, to a hide long-held hatred
against ethnic and religious minorities.

The narrative of revenge in our country
has been created and transmitted through
multiple channels — cinema, folklore, liter-
ature, radio, television and newspapers.
Revenge even forms the basis of some of the
most important heroes of our mythology.
Off the top of my head, I can remember at
least 10-15 Hindi films which had the word
badla (revenge) in their titles. Since our
childhood, we have often heard stories of
kings and paupers who extracted revenge
on their most treacherous enemies. It is
strange that, as a nation, we are hooked on
to the idea of revenge. This is a dangerous
proposition in a country which harbours a
multitude of ethnicities, religions and most
importantly, one which has a 3,000-year-
old, well-oiled caste system in place.

It is thus imperative that we should be
able to see through the curtains of narra-
tives whenever we encounter one. Revenge
as a narrative to justify heinous crimes like
extra-judicial killing or to justify an uncon-
stitutional law like the CAA is something
that should bother us all. The moral turpi-
tude of alaw that views the right to citizen-
ship through the lens of religion is some-
thing that must not be camouflaged by the
blinding hubris of revenge.

The broken moral universe we inhabit
today is a dangerous place. Ina country try-
ing to locate itself in animagined past, any-
thing and everything that is served on a
salver of morally correct propositions
needs careful scrutiny. Police murders like
the one in Hyderabad are not events to cel-
ebrate but occasions to introspect. The to-
tal lack of faith of the common people in
the judicial system is something which
should worry us all. Similarly, total im-
punity in passing an unconstitutional law
should also be an occasion to introspect.
The more we think, the more we will get
closer to truth. And fortunately, truth does
not need a celebration. It comes wrapped in
its own skin, impervious to rhetoric and
deaf to bombast.

SHAH ALAM KHAN

TWO DEVELOPMENTS THIS month have
further pushed us and the institutions of
our democracy into an ignominious spot-
light. On December 6, in Hyderabad, the
alleged rapists of a young veterinarian
were killed in an encounter while in po-
lice custody. On December 11, the
Citizenship Amendment Bill (CAB) was
passed by Parliament.

The celebrations which followed the
encounter of the alleged rapists as well as
after the passing of the CAA reveal a com-
mon thread that ties both actions together.
In both cases, the perception was that “re-
venge” has been extracted. This was a nar-
rative which both the police and the ruling
dispensation was comfortable with in the
respective cases. In case one, the policemen
were lavishly feted for avenging the brutal
rape and murder of a young girl, while in
case two, the common explanation for ex-
cluding Muslims from the CAA was that
non-Muslim minorities were mistreated
in neighbouring Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan and hence, it was morally cor-
rect to exclude possible persecuted Muslim
migrants from trying to enter into India. In
a nutshell, the Act was dressed up as “re-
venge” on the Muslims for the alleged
wrongs by people of their faith in another
land. Even those who pretended that the
CAA was a tool for revenge for the wrong
doings against non-Muslims were aware
of this background.

The desire for revenge is among the
most intense of all sentiments. The moral-
ity of revenge, however, teeters precari-
ously on its journey towards fairness.
Revenge, as in the Hyderabad encounter
case, is erroneously seen as fairness or jus-
tice even when it is neither. One may ask,
then, on a “moral metre” of revenge, where
we would place Udham Singh’s revenge on
Michael O’ Dwyer? The American legal
philosopher Joel Feinberg puts vengeance
in close company with a longing for blood
as well as with schadenfreude. In his book,
Doing and Deserving: Essays in the Theory of
Responsibility, he claims that whereas ret-
ributive punishment is righteous,
vengeance comes from anger. Thus, Udham
Singh’s revenge on O’Dwyer, unlike the
Hyderabad encounter, can be classified as
retributive punishment. To make matters
simpler, it should be crystal clear to us that
police encounters are extra-judicial mur-
ders meant not to provide justice but to
evade responsibility, remove witnesses/ev-
idence or to reduce public pressure, as in
Hyderabad. The police is a law enforcement
unit, not a justice-dispensing agency.

The CAA is the handiwork of a majori-

The writer is professor of orthopaedics, All
India Institute of Medical Sciences, New
Delhi. Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

FAILING THE CITIZENS

THIS REFERS TO the article, LETTER OF
‘Discrimination, not justice’and the ed- THE W EEK
itorial, ‘States stand up’ (IE, December

19). There is no denying the institutional

failure in upholding justice and ensur- DIFFUSE POWER

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
This refers to the editorial, ‘States
stand up’ (IE, December 19).The
sole difference between dicta-
torship and democracy is that
there are multiple centres of
power and checks and balances
in the latter. The erosion of dem-
ocratic institutions has been un-
derway in India since they were
first conceived, but every now
and then a few people emerge
who reinstate our faith in them.
The resistance from chief minis-
tersis the best example of Indian
democracy thriving. Hopefully,
the NRC is undone or the CAA
doesn't apply to NRC results.
Monu Kumar, Patna

ing rights of the vulnerable sections of
society and minorities. Many institu-
tions have often let us down. The na-
tionwide protests, initially by students,
and later joined by all sections of the so-
ciety, indicate the growing dissatisfac-
tion and fear in the country. It is high
time the ruling party understands this.

Manzar Imam, Delhi

WITH MINORITIES

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A moral
law’ (IE, December 20).The CAA along
with NRC will prove disastrous for
India’s secular fabric. The argument that
the CAA will provide relief to perse-
cuted religious minorities in Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Bangladesh is not
sound. The exclusion of Muslims is an
attempt to create a Hindu vote bank.
The article refers to the “majority ex-
pression”. But what about the nation-
wide protests for secularism, equality,
love, peace and brotherhood? Let us
first stand with our own minorities, the

lenge against Tata Sons last year. But the
National Company Law Appellate
Tribunal, Delhi, has now reinstated him.
TataSonsis likely to file an appeal in the

Muslims. Supreme Court. For the 150-year-old
Anurag Ekka, Ranchi  and $111 billion conglomerate spread

over more than 100 countries, this

BOARDROOM BATTLES Mmessy and prolonged leadership strug-

gle is unfortunate. Disputes are com-
mon in business but there are glaring
loopholes in the processes for resolving
them. The disputes at ICICI Bank and
Infosys also involve boards that failed
toaddressissues before they aggravate.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Reset the
boardroom’ ( [E, December 20). Cyrus
Mistry was sacked as the executive
chairman of Tata Sons in 2016. The
National Company Law Tribunal,
Mumbai turned down his legal chal-
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Snapshots of the insurance
sector: little change in a year

THE INSURANCE density of the life in-
surance sector in 2018 was $55, un-
changed from the life insurance den-
sity of the previous year, the annual
report of the Insurance Regulatory
and Development Authority of India
(IRDAI) for 2018-19 released this
week, shows. Life insurance penetra-
tion for 2018 was 2.74%, slightly lower
than the 2.76% of 2017.

Insurance density is measured as
the ratio of premium (in US dollars) to
the total population; insurance pen-
etration is measured as the ratio of
premium (in US$) to GDP (in US$).
Insurance density and insurance pen-
etration indicate the level of develop-
ment of the insurance sector.

The IRDAI report notes that the in-
surance density of the life insurance
sector rose steadily from $9.1 in 2001
to $55.70 in 2010, and thereafter fell
for three years toreach $41in 2013 be-
fore rising again. Life insurance pene-
tration increased from 2.15% in 2001
to 4.60% in 2009, and has thereafter
showed a generally decreasing trend.
There was a slightincrease to 2.72%in

2015 from 2.60% in the previous year,
and penetration, after holding steady
at 2.72%in 2016, increased in 2017.

The insurance density of the non-
life insurance sector has risen from
$2.4in2001 to $18in 2017 and to $19
in 2018. The non-life insurance pene-
tration has risen from 0.56% in 2001
t0 0.97% in 2018, shows the report.

INSURANCE PENETRATION AND DENSITY ININDIA

Life
Year Density (US$) Penetration (%)
2001 9.10 215
2002 11.70 2.59
2003 12.90 2.26
2004 15.70 2.53
2005 18.30 2.53
2006 33.20 410
2007 4040 4.00
2008 41.20 4.00
2009 47.70 4.60
2010 55.70 440
2011 49.00 3.40
2012 42.70 317
2013 41.00 310
2014 44.00 2.60
2015 43.20 2.72
2016 46.50 2.72
2017 55.00 2.76
2018 55.00 2.74

Source: Swiss Re, Sigma, Various Issues via IRDAI Annual Report 2018-19

LIFE, NON-LIFE INSURANCE PREMIUM, 2018

(In $ billion)

Region/Country Life
Advanced markets 2,231.35(54.61%)
Emergingmarkets  588.82(53.19%)
Asia Pacific 1,092.85 (64.95%)
India 73.74(73.86%)
World 2,820.18 (54.30%)

Figures in parentheses are share of the segment.

Non-life
Density (US$) Penetration (%)
2.40 0.56
3.00 0.67
3.50 0.62
4.00 0.64
4.40 0.61
5.20 0.60
6.20 0.60
6.20 0.60
6.70 0.60
8.70 0.71
10.00 0.70
10.50 0.78
11.00 0.80
11.00 0.70
11.50 0.72
13.20 0.77
18.00 0.93
19.00 0.97
Non-life Total
1,854.79(45.39%)  4,086.14
518.27 (46.81%) 1,107.09
589.66(35.05%) 1,682.51
26.10(26.14%) 99.84
2,373.05(45.70%)  5,193.23

Source: Swiss Re, Sigma 3/2019 via IRDAI Annual Report 2018-19

NEW INDIVIDUAL POLICIES ISSUED BY LIFE INSURERS, FY2018-19

(Inlakh)

Insurer 2017-18 2018-19
LIC 213.38(5.99%) 214.04(0.31)
Private sector 68.59(8.47%) 72.44(5.61%)
Total 281.97(6.58%) 286.48 (1.70%)

Figuresin parentheses are growth over the previous year

Source: IRDAI Annual Report 2018-19

AN EXPERT EXPLAINS

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21,2019

EXPLAINED

AMITABH SINHA
PUNE, DECEMBER 20

THE ANNUAL climate talks ended in Madrid
last week with a disappointing outcome. The
talks were unable to define the rules of anew
carbon market to be set up under the Paris
Agreement, the only major agenda before it.
Nor were they able to persuade countries to
commit to increase the scale of climate ac-
tions by next year, a demand being made
again and again in view of scientific assess-
ments that show that current efforts to tackle
climate change were not enough.

While the meeting was still on, the
European Union, whose 28 member coun-
tries are together the third largest emitter of
greenhouse gases in the world after China
and the United States, came up with an an-
nouncement on additional measures it
would on climate change. Called the
European Green Deal, the EU announcement
was hailed as a major step forward, even
though it needs complementary efforts from
other countries to make a significantimpact.

The two key decisions

Two major decisions are at the heart of the
European Green Deal. One is about achieving
“climate neutrality”. The EU has promised to
bring alaw, binding on allmember countries,
to ensure it becomes “climate neutral” by
2050. Climate neutrality, sometimes also ex-
pressed as a state of net-zero emissions, is
achieved when a country’s emissions are bal-
anced by absorptions and removal of green-
house gases from the atmosphere. Absorption
can be increased by creating more carbon
sinks like forests, while removal involves tech-
nologies like carbon capture and storage.

Over the last few months, there had been
a growing demand for countries to commit
to net-zero emissions by 2050. The UN
Secretary General had convened a special
meeting on the sidelines of the General
Assembly session in September to persuade
countries to commit to this target. Over 60
countries had agreed to scale up their climate
actions, or to the 2050 target, but these were
all relatively small emitters. The EU is now
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SIMPLY PUT

Why EU Green Deal matters

The European Union has come up with a climate action plan when the global climate talks failed to reach
key objectives. What is the EU’s plan, how does it compare to others’, and how much remains to be done?

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen at a session to present the
Green Deal plan, in European Parliament in Brussels last week. Reuters

the first major emitter to agree to the 2050
climate neutrality target. It has said it would
bring a proposal by March next year on a
European law to enshrine this target.

The second decision pertains to an in-
crease inits 2030 emission reduction target. In
its climate action plan declared under the Paris
Agreement, the EU was committed to mak-
inga40 per cent reduction inits emissions by
2030 compared to 1990 levels. It is now prom-
ising to increase this reduction to at least 50
per cent and work towards 55 per cent.

Even at 40 per cent, the European Union
had the most ambitious emission reduction
targets among the developed countries. The
US, for example, had agreed to cut emissions
by 26-28 per cent by 2030 from 2005 levels,
but having withdrawn from the Paris
Agreement, it is under no obligation to ful-
fill even that target.

The EU also happens to be only one
among major emitters to retain the 1990
baseline for emission cuts, originally man-
dated under the Kyoto Protocol for all devel-

oped countries. Most other countries have
shifted their baselines to 2005 or even later
under the 2015 Paris Agreement.

The Green Deal includes sectoral plans to
achieve these two overall targets, and pro-
posals for the policy changes that would be
required. For example, it has proposals for
making the steel industry carbon-free by
2030, new strategies for transport and en-
ergy sectors, a revision of managements of
railway and shipping to make them more ef-
ficient, and more stringent air pollution
emission standards for vehicles.

Better than others

The European Union, as a whole, has been
doing better than other developed countries
on reducing emissions. In 2010, the EU had
pledged to reduce its emissions by at least
25 per cent by 2020 from 1990 levels. By
2018, it claimed to have achieved 23 per cent
reduction in emissions. In terms of emission
reductions, it probably is on track to meet the
2020 target, unlike any developed country

outside the EU.

Canada, which walked out of the Kyoto
Protocol, reported last year that its emissions
were down 4 per cent from 2005 levels, but
compared to 1990, this was an addition of
about 16 per cent. Japan, another country to
have abandoned the Kyoto Protocol, said its
emissions for the year ending March 31,2018
had come to about 8 per cent below the 2013
baseline it has chosen for itself. But this is a
miniscule decrease compared to 1990 levels.

Even the EU, however, has not been fulfill-
ing all its climate obligations. The Kyoto
Protocol required the rich and developed
countries to provide finance and technology
to the developing countries to help them
fight climate change. In those respects, there
has been little climate money flowing out of
the EU, especially for adaptation needs of de-
veloping countries, and transfer of new cli-
mate-friendly technologies has been mired
in patent and ownership complications.

This is the reason why developing coun-
tries, like India and China, have been repeat-
edly raising the issue of unfulfilled obliga-
tions of developed countries in the pre-2020
period, thatis covered by the Kyoto Protocol.

Still miles to go

The Green Deal is important but inade-
quate in itself to achieve the emission reduc-
tions that scientific assessments say would be
required to save the world from catastrophic
and irreversible impacts of climate change.
There has been no signal from other big emit-
ters, including large developing countries like
China and India, that they were considering
immediate scaling up of their climate actions.

While announcing the deal, the EU urged
other countries to raise the ambition of their
actions as well. “As long as many international
partners do not share the same ambitionas the
EU, there is a risk of carbon leakage, either be-
cause productionis transferred from the EU to
other countries with lower ambition for emis-
sion reduction, or because EU products are re-
placed by more carbon-intensive imports. If this
risk materializes, there will be no reduction in
global emissions, and this will frustrate the ef-
forts of EU and its industries to meet the global
climate objectives of the Paris Agreement.”

Blow to NASA ISS mission: what happened?

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 20

A SPACE capsule built to ferry astronauts to
the International Space Station (ISS) has
failed its first test flight, and will now return
to Earth without completing its mission. The
capsule, named Starliner, has been built by
Boeing, and was successfully launched by
NASA from Cape Canaveral, Florida, on Friday
morning (evening in India).

What went wrong?

The United Launch Alliance (ULA) Atlas
V rocket lifted off successfully, and Boeing’s
CST-100 Starliner separated as expected.
Updates on the flight tracker on the NASA
website said it was “flying on its own, em-
barking on its inaugural flight to the
International Space Station”. The rocket was

supposed to fall in the Pacific Ocean near
Australia, while Starliner, “after a series of or-
bital adjustments”, was to be “on course for
rendezvous and docking with the space sta-
tion at 5 am on Saturday, December 21”.

However, the Starliner apparently fired
its engines at the wrong time and, as a resullt,
entered a wrong orbit. NASA reported that
the capsule was “not inits planned orbit”, al-
though “in a stable configuration while flight
controllers are troubleshooting”.

A top Boeing official, Jim Chilton, was
quoted by The New York Times as saying “we
don’t understand the root cause” of why the
spacecraft’s clock was set at the wrong time.
Attempts to send a command to fix the prob-
lem apparently did not reach the spacecraft
because it was in between satellite commu-
nication links, the New York Times report
said, quoting NASA administrator Jim
Bridenstine.

At a news conference, Bridenstine said
the faulty thrusting had caused far too much
fuel to be burned, and the mission would no
longer be pursued. “That’s safe to take off the
table at this point,” he said. “It's not worth
doing at this point given the amount of fuel
we burned.” NASA was planning to have the
capsule land in California on Sunday.

How big a setback is this?

This was a trial mission, with no one on
board except a spacesuit-wearing man-
nequin called Rosie strapped to one of the
seats. Sensors on Rosie were supposed to
measure the forces that future astronauts
would feel in the spacecraft. NASA said any
astronauts on board would not have been at
risk due to Starliner veering off-course — in
fact, they might have been able to take over
the spacecraft and tried to get the thruster
burn right.

Yet, the failure is likely to push back fur-
ther NASA’s already delayed — and repeat-
edly postponed — attempt at resuming hu-
man spaceflight from the United States.
NASA has contracts with Boeing and Elon
Musk’s SpaceX to build spacecraft to ferry as-
tronauts to and from the ISS. For more than
eight years, no human has gone to space
from US soil, and NASA has relied on Russia
to get its astronauts on the space station.

Friday’s failure could delay the pro-
gramme by perhaps a couple more years, re-
ports were saying,. It is unclear in what shape
the Starliner would be when it lands, and
whether it would be possible to examine the
reason for the thruster malfunction.

SpaceX’s Crew Dragon capsule is sched-
uled tolaunch on January 11. It will be a crew-
less flight, and if it succeeds, SpaceX could be
ina position to send astronauts into space in
the first half of next year.

Reading Bangladesh provisions for citizenship and freedom of religion

FA1ZAN MUSTAFA

AMONG THE three countries from where cer-
tain categories of migrants have become eli-
gible for Indian citizenship under the
Citizenship Amendment Act, Bangladesh is
significant. A look at the laws under which
Bangladesh grants citizenship, and what its
Constitution says on freedom of religion:

How does the Bangladesh Constitution
define the country?

The Bangladesh Constitution, adopted
by the Constituent Assembly on December
4,1972, refers to its war of liberation as “his-
toric war” and establishes the independent
sovereign People’s Republic of Bangladesh.

The original preamble mentioned
‘Nationalism, Democracy, Socialism and
Secularism’ as fundamental principles.
Unlike India’s Constitution, the Bangladesh
Constitution’s commitment to socialism is
explicitly mentioned. The preamble says
the fundamental aim of the state is to re-
alise through democratic process socialist

society free from exploitation —asocietyin
which rule of law, fundamental human
rights and freedoms, equality and justice,
political, economic and social will be se-
cured toall citizens. The expression “rule of
law” is not used in the Indian Constitution.

But isn’t Islam the state religion?

In 1977, the military dictator Ziaur
Rahman removed the term “secular” from
the Constitution. In 1988, President Hussain
Muhammad Ershad got Article 2A inserted,
which says the state religion of the repub-
licis Islam but other religions may be prac-
tised in peace and harmony. The amend-
ment was struck down by the Bangladesh
High Courtin 2005 and the Supreme Court
in2010.The SC said that in spite of Islam be-
ing the state religion, the Constitution re-
mains secular. It observed that the “pream-
ble and the relevant provision of the
Constitution in respect of secularism, na-
tionalism and socialism as existed on
August 15, 1975 (Mujibur Rahman was as-
sassinated on this day) will revive”. On June
30, 2011, the Constitution was amended and
the term “secular” reinserted. The amend-
ment also removed the expression “ab-
solute faith and trustin Allah” from the pre-
amble but retained, above the preamble,
the expression “in the name of Allah, the
beneficent, the merciful” that had been
added in 1997. To accommodate other reli-
gions, it also mentions “in the name of our
Creator, the merciful”.

How does the idea of a state religion
coexist with that of secularism?

While Islam is the state religion, other
religions have been given “equal status” and
“equal rights” by the Constitution and their
followers have been given an equal right to
freely practise their religions. This seems to
be a contradiction as it is not in line with
classical secular formulation.

Article 8(1) of the Bangladesh
Constitution mentions secularism along

How is freedom of religion defined?
Article 41 of the Bangladesh
Constitution says every citizen “subject to
public order and morality” has the right to
profess, practice or propagate any religion.
InIndia, Article 25 guarantees religious free-
dom in a narrower sense — in addition to
“public order and morality”, it is also sub-
ject to “health” and “other fundamental
rights”, and the state can also restrict free-
dom of religion in respect of any economic,

with  nationalism, financial, political or
democracyandsoda- N EIGHBOURHOO]ID other secular activity
ism as the fundamen- associated with reli-
tal principles of state CONSTITUTIONS gious practices, and

policy. Article 12 was
revived by the 15th
Amendment and ina
way this, unlike the Indian Constitution, ex-
plains the essential ingredients of secular-
ism and how it will be achieved. It says the
principles of secularism shall be realised by
elimination of communalism in all forms,
granting of political status in favour of any
religion, abuse of religion for political pur-
poses and any discrimination against, or per-
secution of, persons practising a particular
religion. With such a progressive provision,
the charge of religious persecution has no
legs to stand on as far as the text of the
Constitutionis concerned, just because Islam
is the state religion.

Unlike Pakistan’s Constitution, thereis no
Muslim qualification required for the office of
President or other constitutional offices.

PART 2: BANGLADESH

can also do so in the
name of social re-
forms. But in another
sense, India’s religious freedom is broader
asitis not confined to just citizens.

Like India’s Article 26, Bangladesh’s
Article 41(b) gives every religious commu-
nity or denomination the right to establish,
maintain and manage its religious institu-
tions. Like India’s Article 28, Article 41(c) in
Bangladesh lays down that no person attend-
ing any educational institution shall be re-
quired toreceive religious instruction or take
part in or to attend any religious ceremony
or worship, if that relates to a religion other
than his own. The difference is that while
India does not permit any religious instruc-
tioninany institution thatis maintained out
of state funds oris recognised by the govern-
ment, Bangladesh permits religious instruc-

tion but only of one’s own religion.
Article28(1)isareplicaof India’s Article 15

and prohibits the state from discriminating

against any citizen on grounds only of reli-

gion, race, caste, sex or place of birth. This in-

cludes admission to any educational institu-
tion. India’s Article 15 does not mention
educational institutions and gives right of ac-
cess only in respect of places maintained

wholly or partly out of state funds or dedi-

cated to the use of the general public. The
Bangladesh Constitution prohibits all discrim-
ination based onreligion, which weakens the
argument of religious persecution there.

What are the laws on citizenship?

Article 6 of the Constitution says citizen-
ship in Bangladesh shall be regulated by law
and people shall be known as “Bengalees as
a nation”. On December 15, 1972, a
Presidential Order, Bangladesh Citizenship
(Temporary Provisions), conferred citizen-
ship from March 26, 1971 on anyone who, or

whose father or grandfather, was bornin the

territories then comprising Bangladesh and

whowas a permanentresident on March 25,

1971 and continued to be a resident of
Bangladesh. Any person who, for studies or
employment, was in territories withina coun-
try at war or engaged in military operation
(Pakistan),and was being prevented from re-
turning to Bangladesh, would also be citizen.

The Bangladesh government, like
Pakistan, may grant citizenship to a person

who is citizen of Europe, North America or

Australia or any other state. But knowledge
of Bangla would be necessary. Foreign
women married to Bangla men can also get
citizenship after two years’ residence.
Irrespective of place of birth, if one’s par-
ents are Bangladeshi, citizenship would be
given. In 2017, it was provided that anyone
who invests $150,000 can get citizenship.

Does Bangladesh grant citizens to non-
Bangla-speaking residents?

Many Urdu-speaking people who had

supported Pakistan in the war became state-
less with the creation of Bangladesh as the
law did not give citizenship to those who
sided with the enemy country. There were
some 10lakh such peoplein 1972.Under an
agreement among India, Bangladesh and
Pakistan, 1,780,969 were repatriated to
Pakistan, followed by about 1 lakh more sub-
sequently, but 2.5 lakh remained. In 2008,
the Supreme Court in M Sadakat Khan reaf-
firmed the citizenship of all Urdu-speaking
citizens. The 1951 Citizenship Act of Pakistan
also remained in force. In 2016, a draft citi-
zenship law was prepared that gave dual cit-
izenship but was criticised for other provi-
sions like termination of citizenship.

The author is an expertin
constitutional law and Vice Chancellor,
NALSAR University of Law, Hyderabad

NEXT:AFGHANISTAN
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Nawaz Sharif

PAKISTAN

‘Nawaz Sharif
diagnosed with
complicated
heart disease’

Islamabad: Former
Pakistan prime minister
Nawaz Sharif, under treat-
ment in London, has been
diagnosed with a compli-
cated heart disease, his
personal physician has
said. In a tweet on
Thursday, Sharif’s physi-
cian Adnan Malik said he
underwent comprehen-
sive cardiovascular evalu-
ation at the Royal
Brompton & Harefield
Hospital in London, the
Dawn News reported.
Sharif is “diagnosed of
complicated coronary ar-
tery/Ischemic  Heart
Disease with significant
disease burden”, he said.

SYRIA

Over 80 killed in
latest clashes,
says monitor

Beirut: Clashes between
Syrian regime forces and
armed groups in the coun-
try's last major opposition
bastion have killed more
than 80 on both sides in
the past 24 hours despite
UN calls for de-escalation,
a war monitoring group
said Friday. The Britain-
based Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights said 38
jihadists and allied rebels
had been killed in battles
with regime forces in
the northwestern province
of Idlib since Thursday
night. The fighting near
the jihadist-held town
of Maaret al-Numan
also killed 23 Syrian
regime loyalists, the
Observatory said.

JAPAN
Rouhani, Abe
meet amid

tension with US

Tokyo: President Hassan
Rouhani became the first
Iranian head of state to
visit Japan for two decades
on Friday, as Tokyo seeks
to mediate between
Tehran and Washington
amid spiralling nuclear
tensions. The two menin-
spected a guard of honour
at Abe's central Tokyo of-
fice before summit talks
and adinner scheduled to
last into Friday evening.
[ranian  government
spokesman Ali Rabiei has
played down the media-
tion aspect of the trip,
saying the visit to Tokyo
had "nothing to do with
issues such as negotia-
tions with America”.

IN CoLD NUMBERS

1,000

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

The number of child abuse complaints reported to the Vatican from around the world
this year alone. A skeleton staff is struggling to keep up with the increasing cases. “We're
effectively seeing a tsunami of cases at the moment, particularly from countries where
we never heard from (before),” said John Kennedy, the head of the discipline section

Angry Trump looks to vindication after
House impeachment: ‘It’s a hoax, a setup’

Democratic debate: Seven
candidates clash, slam Trump

NEW YORKTIMES
WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 20

PRESIDENT TRUMP sat forward
on the edge of his chair and chat-
ted atlength with reportersin the
Oval Office Thursday, unbowed
but for him a little subdued. The
day after he was impeached for
high crimes and misdemeanors,
he dismissed the judgment of
the House of Representatives
and punched back by celebrat-
ing with a Democratic congress-
man who switched parties to
stand with him.

“Idon’tfeel like 'm beingim-
peached because it’s a hoax, it’s
a setup,” Trump insisted as he
showcased Representative Jeff
Van Drew of New Jersey, the
newly minted Republican, and
looked beyond his seemingly
certain acquittal in a Senate trial
to next fall’s election.

“I'm beating everybody by a
lot,” the president said, “and I
think that’s where we’re going.”

For Trump, it was the first day
of his new reality, the first day
when he woke up with the scar-
let letter of impeachment
marked with indelible ink on his
page in the history books. No
matter what else happens, he
now enters posterity as the third
president to be impeached.

But barring the unforeseen,
he will also be the firstimpeached
president to face re-election, set-
ting up a 320-day campaign to
convince voters that he was right
and his accusers were wrong. He
has a chance that Andrew
Johnson and Bill Clinton never

Idon’t feel like I’'m

being impeached
becauseit’sahoax,it’sa
setup... I'mbeating
everybody by alot (ahead
of polls) and | think that’s
where we’re going”

—DONALD TRUMP

had — to mitigate, at least, the
sting of impeachment — and his
political operation wasted little
time mounting a counterassault
on what Trump characterises as
the corrupt, liberal Democrats
who orchestrated alargely party-
line scheme to nullify his election.

In a blistering editorial on
Thursday evening, a prominent
magazine, Christianity Today,
called for Trump to be removed
from office. The move was a
pointed departure from the
vast majority of Trump’s white
evangelical base.

“The president of the United
States attempted to use his po-
litical power to coerce a foreign
leader to harass and discredit
one of the president’s political
opponents,” wrote Mark Galli,
the editor in chief.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LOSANGELES, DECEMBER 20

DEMOCRATIC WHITE House
candidates have attacked
President Donald Trump but also
clashed sharply with one an-
other during Democratic debate,
where a smaller field allowed
lesser-known candidates to
shine against the frontrunners.

One day after Trump’s igno-
minious impeachment, seven
candidates united to declare the
president must be defeated at
the 2020 ballot box. “We need to
restore the integrity of the pres-
idency,” said frontrunner Joe
Biden on Thursday, who accused
Trump of “dumbing down” the
office “beyond what I even
thought he would do.”

Senator Bernie Sanders
blasted Trump as “running the
most corrupt administration in
the modern history of this coun-
try,” while fellow Senator
Elizabeth Warren said the presi-
dent ignores the poor to do
“everything he can for the
wealthy and the well-connected.”

Warren launched her
sharpest attacks yet on rival
Pete Buttigieg, saying the 37-
year-old mayor of South Bend,
Indiana, has been holding
closed-door fundraisers for the
wealthy, including at a billion-

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Presidential hopefuls Joe Biden,
Bernie Sanders, Elizabeth Warren and Pete Buttigieg. Reuters

aire-owned “wine cave” in
California.

“Your net worth is 100 times
mine,” Buttigieg, whose star has
risen substantially in the past
two months of campaigning,
said.“I don’t sell access to my

WON'T ALLOW INTERFERENCE IN HK, MACAU: XI

M President Xi Jinping said on
Friday China would never
allow foreign forces to
interfere with Hong Kong and
Macau, as he swore in a new
pro-Beijing government for
the gambling hub of Macau.

M Xi, speaking at a ceremony
marking the 20th anniversary
of Macau’s handover to
Chinese rule, heaped

praise on the former
Portuguese colony for its
patriotism and loyalty

B While protestersin Hong
Kong, across the mouth of
the Pearl River, are furious
about what they see as
Beijing’s erosion of their
freedoms, Macau has

seen little dissent

Macau Chief Executive Ho Iat-seng (left) takes oath in front of Chinese President Xi Jinping on Friday. Reuters

time,” Warren shot back.

The showdown marks a sig-
nificant drop from the 10 candi-
dates in November’s debate. The
centrist Biden is leading polls,
trailed by Bernie Sanders, age 78,
and 70-year-old Warren.

Duterte says

won't answer to
ICC: ‘Hang me’

REUTERS
MANILA, DECEMBER 20

PHILIPPINE PRESIDENT Rodrigo
Duterte dared the International
Criminal Court (ICC) Friday to jail
him or hang him over alleged ex-
trajudicial killings in his war on
drugs, but said he would refuse
to cooperate with foreigners.

“You do not scare me that
you will jail me in the
International Criminal Court. I
will never allow myself to an-
swer these whites,” Duterte said.

“Iwill never, never, never an-
swer any question coming from
you. It’s bulls**t to me.lam only
responsible to the Filipino.
Filipinos will judge.”

He added: “And if you hang
me for all what I did, go ahead. It
will be my pleasure.”

French surgeonaccused ICC to investigate alleged war

of molesting 349 children

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LORIENT, DECEMBER 20

ARETIRED French surgeon may
have raped or sexually abused as
many as 349 children over his
near 30-year career, a prosecu-
tor investigating what could be
France’s biggest-ever pae-
dophilia case said Friday.

Joel Le Scouarnec, 68, is set to
go on trial in March for the rape
and sexual abuse of four child
victims. Allegations against him
cover the three decades he prac-
tised in hospitals.

They include accusations

that he raped a six-year-old girl
living in his neighbourhood,
raped a young relative and sexu-
ally assaulted another, abused a
child patient, and indecently ex-
posing himself. After charges
were brought against him in
these cases, investigators discov-
ered secret diaries in which Le
Scouarnec described sex scenes
involving scores more children.
Le Scouarnec’s lawyers have
said the entries were “fantasies”.
On Friday, Laureline
Peyrefitte, chief prosecutor of
Lorient in Brittany, northwest
France, said the number of pos-
sible victims now stood at 349.

crimes in Palestinian Territories

REUTERS
THEHAGUE, DECEMBER 20

THE INTERNATIONAL Criminal
Court’s chief prosecutor said on
Friday she will launch a full inves-
tigation into alleged war crimes
in the Palestinian Territories,
which could include charges
against Israelis or Palestinians.

“I am satisfied that ... war
crimes have been or are being
committed in the West Bank, in-
cluding East Jerusalem, and the
Gaza Strip,” Fatou Bensouda said
in a statement.

‘’'VE KiILLED MORE THAN 80 CRIMINALS... ’'M A HERO TO MY PEOPLFE’

Masked vigilantes, Brazil’s police leave a trail of bodies and fear

AZAM AHMED
BELEM, DECEMBER 20

THE MASKED gunmen pulled up
to Wanda’s Bar at 3:49 p.m. on
May 19 and began firing the mo-
ment they left their vehicles.
Two people, including Wanda
herself, died on the patio.
Inside, the gunmen worked in
silence: twoin front, shooting un-
armed patrons at the bar and in
the main room, while a third fol-
lowed behind with a gunin each
hand, firing a single shot into the
head of anyone still moving.
When the massacre ended,
11 people lay dead, slumped

over the bar, draped across chairs
or huddled on the floor. Only two
people survived, one by hiding
under a friend’s lifeless body,
case files show.

Once again, masked gunmen
had struck in the Brazilian city of
Belém, as they have for nearly a
decade, stalking the streets in
open defiance of the law.
Robbing, extorting and killing
without compunction. Yet they
did not belong to one of the many
gangs that traffic drugs or guns
inBrazil, leaving a trail of corpses.

They were cops.

The killings drew national at-
tention to the police militias that
have long plagued Belém, a di-

lapidated port city on the
Amazon River. Part death squad,
part criminal enterprise, their
ranks are filled with retired and
off-duty police officers who kill
at will, often with total impunity.

In fact, the slaughter at
Wanda'’s Bar was not unique be-
cause off-duty police officers
gunned down civilians without
cause. Such killings are routine.
What made this case stand out
beyond its brutality was the gov-
ernment’s response: It decided
to prosecute.

Of the seven people charged
with the crime, four were off-
duty police officers — including
the three suspected gunmen.

Thecourthasno

jurisdictionin this
case. ThelCConly has
jurisdiction over petitions
submitted by sovereign
states. But there has never
beenaPalestinianstate”

—BENJAMIN NETANYAHU

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said the
ICC has no jurisdiction to inves-
tigate in the Palestinian
Territories. “The court has no ju-

The ROTAM police force is known for its military culture. NyT

“We’ve discovered a cancer
inside the police,” said Armando

Brasil, one of the prosecutors.
“Now, we are seeing just how far

risdiction in this case. The ICC
only has jurisdiction over peti-
tions submitted by sovereign
states. But there has never been
a Palestinian state,” Netanyahu
said in a statement.

Bensouda said the prelimi-
nary examination into alleged
war crimes, opened in 2015, had
rendered enough information to
meet all criteria for opening an
investigation. The ICC prosecu-
tor said she had filed a request
with judges for a jurisdictional
ruling, because of the contested
legal and factual status of the
Palestine territories.

it has spread.”

The militias operate in the
shadows of a severe crackdown
on crime by the Brazilian gov-
ernment, which has openly de-
clared war on the gangs, thieves
and drug dealers afflicting the
nation. Killings by the police
have soared in recent years, as a
force long known for its deadli-
ness has managed to outdoitself.

But even police officers ac-
knowledge that the official sta-
tistics are only part of the picture.
There is a parallel form of police
violence, masked from the pub-
licand carried out by illegal mili-
tias that draw their ranks from
officers with little patience or re-

‘ON TRACK FOR JAN 31 EXIT’

UK PM wins

vote for Brexi
dealin House

ELIZABETHPIPER &
KYLIE MACLELLAN
LONDON, DECEMBER 20

PRIME MINISTER Boris Johnson
won approval for his Brexit deal
in parliament on Friday, the first
step towards fulfilling his elec-
tion pledge to deliver Britain’s
departure from the European
Union by January 31 after his
landslide victory.

Lawmakers voted by 358 to
234 to pass the second reading
of the legislation, underlining
Johnson’s large majority in par-
liament that should ensure a
smooth ratification of the di-
vorce deal.

More than three years since
Britain voted to exit the EUin a
2016 referendum, the deep un-
certainty over Brexit has now
beenreplaced by a firm deadline
of the end of January. Only after
that will the prime minister face
talks to secure a trade deal with
the bloc and another target date
of the end of next year.

Getting “the Brexit vote
wrapped up for Christmas” was
the main aim for Johnson show-
ing that, unlike his predecessor
Theresa May who was thwarted
in parliament, he now has free
reign to drive Brexit forward.

“This is the time when we
move on and discard the old la-
bels of leave’ and ‘remain’ ... now
is the time to act together as one
reinvigorated nation, one United
Kingdom,” Johnson said.

The next
few steps

HAVING PASSED through
the House with little diffi-
culty,as was expected, the
final ratification of Brexit
will  happen after
Christmas. Parliament’s
lower house will have to
approveitbyJanuary9,af-
ter which it will have about
3 weeks to get through the
upper house. Meanwhile,
the prime minister will
also have to engage in ne-
gotiations with the
European Union to work
out the finer details of the
divorce deal. Boris will
also have to secure new
terms of trade with the
EU and set other terms on
how future engagements
with the bloc will work.

“Now is the moment to come
together and write anew and ex-
citing chapter in our national
story, to forge a new partnership
with our European friends, to
stand tallin the world, tobegin the
healing for which the people of
this country yearn.” REUTERS

Malicious campaign
against me, judiciary:
Pak’s Chief Justice

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, DECEMBER 20

PAKISTAN’S OUTGOING Chief
Justice Asif Saeed Khosa on
Friday said he was retiring with
a crystal clear conscience but
noted that a “malicious cam-
paign” has been launched
against him and the judiciary fol-
lowing the death sentence
handed out to Pervez Musharraf
in the treason case against the
ex-military ruler.

Khosa, 64, who would retire
at midnight on Friday, said the
judiciary and he were being sin-
gled out in the criticism.

A three-member special
court bench sentenced 76-year-
old Musharraf to death in absen-
tia on Tuesday for high treason
following a six-year legal case.

He was given death sentence
for abrogating the Constitution
in 2007, angering the powerful
military and the Imran Khan
government. Law minister
Farogh Naseem said on
Thursday that the judge who
wrote the judgment was men-
tally unfit and should be stopped
from performing his duties.

UK-educated Khosa said: “A
malicious campaign has been
started against the judiciary
and myself. The allegations are
baseless and incorrect. We
know the limits of our powers

spect for due process, according
to interviews with militiamem-
bers here in Belém.

“We’re going after criminals
who hurtinnocent people,” said
one militia commander who,
like others, asked that his name
be withheld because he con-
fessed to extrajudicial killings.

In their telling, militia mem-
bers are delivering a public serv-
ice, eliminating threats to soci-
ety who, they fear, may never get
convicted or will simply partici-
pate in sprawling criminal net-
works from prison, as often hap-
pens in Brazil.

“I've killed more than 80
criminals in my time as a police

BAR COUNCIL SLAMS
ARMY RESPONSE

THE PAKISTAN Bar
Council has slammed
the Army for criticising
the judgement, terming
itaviolation of legal and
constitutional provisions

WE DISAPPROVE of the
statement of Director
General ISPR, who has
criticised the judgment
of the special court...” the
PBC said in a statement

THE CRITICISM gives
an impression that

all institutions are
"subservient to the
Armed Forces, to follow
its dictation”, it said

and we know that the truth
shall always prevail”.

Addressing a gathering in
his honour, the outgoing Chief
Justice said that he tried to give
“100 per cent to the job, tried to
perform beyond the call of
duty, never raised my voice,
spoke mainly through my pen,
never delayed a judgment un-
duly and after giving the best
years of my life to this public
service...” PTI

officer,” said another militia
leader. “I'm a hero to my people.
They love me.”

The militia men interviewed
for this article all felt the killings
atWanda’s Bar were inexcusable,
but they defended the militiasin
general. To them, violence was
the only solution, and the only
question was how to wield it.

“There’s a way to fix this,”
said one of the militia leaders.
“The governor should call the
good cops and let us go and al-
low us to kill anyone. Only the
bad people, the criminals, those
who prey on the weak.”

“That will finish the violence
once and for all,” he said. NYT
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PERSONAL

I,Shweta Talwar,D/0 Arun
Talwar R/0.-79,Pine
Drive,Malibu Town,Sohna-
Road,Gurugram,Haryana-
122018,have changed my
minor daughter’s name,from
Shivangi Guptato Shivangi
S,for all purposes.

0040524949-5

I,Rakesh Dotania,S/0-Om
Prakash Dotania,R/0-RZC-75-
A,Gali-No.5,Nihal-Vihar,Delhi-
110041,that my,name has been
wrongly-written as Rakesh
Kumar Dotania in my caste
certificate,N0.135218.The
actual name of mine is Rakesh
Dotania. 0040524932-6

I,Rakesh Dotania,S/0-Om
Prakash Dotania,R/0-RZC-75-
A,Gali-No.5,Nihal-Vihar,Delhi-
110041,that my,name has been
wrongly-written as Rakesh
Kumar Dotania in my caste
certificate,N0.135218.The
actual name of mine is Rakesh
Dotania. 0040524932-6

I,Md Rafique Alam,S/0 Md
Taha,R/0-Masjid Andhra
Bhawan,Complex,Jaswant
Singh Lane,New-Delhi
G.P.0.,New-Delhi-110001,Do
inform That My Namel s
Wrongly-Mentioned In Voter-
Id-Card As RAFIQ Alam And My
Father’'s Name Is Mentioned
As TAHIR Hussain My Correct-
Name Is MD Rafique Alam And
My Father Correct-Name Is MD
Taha Should Be Mentioned,For
All,Purposes. 0040524932-3

I,Bhupal Singh Rawat,S/o-
Khem Singh,inform that,l was
permanent residing at Village-
Singhar,P.0.-Khunabora,Tehsil
& Distt.-Champawat,P.S.-
Lohaghat,Uttarakhand-
262524,now | am currently
residing at Plot.N0.279-DE, &
279-F,Third-Floor,(LHS),Vipin
Garden,Uttam Nagar,New.
Delhi-110059.  0040524527-9

I, Sushil S/o Lt. Sh.Ram
Chander R/o D-74 Delhi Citizen
Society, Sector-13, Rohini,
Delhi-110085, have changed
my name to Sushil Bahamania
forall purposes. 040524904-1

I, Sunil Kumar Agarwal S/o Sh.
Dev Narain Dokania R/o H.No.
158-A, Rajendra Park Extn.,
Gali No. 6B, Nangloi, New
Delhi-110041, | inform that
Sunil Kumar Dokania, Sunil
Kumar and Sunil Kumar
Agarwal are of one and same
person. That this documentis
used forall purposei.e. Bank,
LIC, Passport and other
related Government official
documents. Thatin futurel
will be known as Sunil Kumar
Agarwal. 0040524911-1

I, Suman Lata W/o Vijay Kumar
Khandelwal residing M-463,
Guru Harkishan Nagar,
Paschim Vihar, Delhi, have
changed my name to Suman
Khandelwal for all purposes.

0040524879-1

I, Tagaram R/0 K-109, 1st-Floor,
Kirti Nagar, New Delhi, have
changed my name to Tagaram
Chouhan, permanently.

0040524892-1

I, Sukhdev R/0 1243, Sector5,
Vasundhara, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh have changed my
nameto Sukhdev Luthrafor
all purposes. 0070689189-1

l, Subhash Chand S/o Chander
Bhan BhardwajR/0101/5, Shiv
Park,Nangloi Delhi-110041
Have Changed My Name to
Subhash Chander Bhardwa,.

0070689197-1

I, SonuS/0 Ompal R/o Village
Bashariya Sector-8, Dist-
Gurgaon-122503 Have
Changed My Name to Sonu
Chauhan. 0070689198-1

l, Soniya Kumari D/o Krishan
Chand R/0 682, Village Khera
Khurd, Khera Kalan, Delhi-
110082,have changed my
name to Sonia Kumari.

0040524923-3

I, Shweta Kumari D/o
Late.Rajender Kumar W/0
Siddarth Puri R/o0 A-4.GF, New-
Multan-Nagar, New-Delhi-56,-
have changed my nameto
Shweta Puri, after-marriage.

0040524923-5

I, Shivi Agarwal W/o Ankur
Aggarwal R/o B-60, Sector-27,
Noida(U.P.) have changed my
name to Shivi Aggarwal for all
future purposes. 040524916-1

I, Sherly Pulickal Augusthy W/o
Sijo Vareet R/0 L-6, Flat-202
Mahavir-Enclave Palam, Delhi-
110045,have changed my
name to Sherly Sijo
Permanently. 0040524891-1

l, Shanawaz Ahmed s/o
Shamim Ahmed R/0 C12/120,
Yamuna Vihar, Delhi-110053,
have changed my nameto
Shahnawaz Ahmed.

0040524923-1

l, Sanjay Kumar Roongta S/o
ShriHari Krishna Roongta R/0
Flot No. C602, Express Greens,
Near Mahgun Metro Mall,
Sector -1, Vaishali, Ghaziabad,
U.P.-201010, have change my
name from Sanjay Kumar
Roongtato Sanjay Roongta
forall purposes in future as
per the Affidavit swornin
before the Notary Public on
18.12.2019. 0040524876-1

I, Pinki Kumar W/o Ummed Raj
Chouhan R/0 K-109, 1st-Floor,
Kirti Nagar, New Delhi, have
changed my name to Pinki
Chouhan, permanently.

0040524892-2

I, Mohammed Anwar / Mohd
Anwar Aman S/o Mohammed
AminR/o C-21, C-block, Sharda
Puri Delhi-110015 Have
Changed My Name to
Mohammed Anwar Aman.

0070689203-1

I, Meghna Midha D/o V.K.Midha
now W/o Ashish Kumar R/o C-
1/219, Janakpuri, New Delhi-
110058, have changed my name
as Meghna Kumar for all future
purposes. Meghna Midha and
Meghna Kumaris one and
same person. 0040524886-1

I, Md Raziuddin,S/0 Mohammad
Moinuddin Siddique R/o0-
Shop.No.27,Kh.No.-48, G/F,
F/Side, Gali.No.2, Saidulajab,
Delhi-110030.have changed my
name to Mohammad Raziuddin
Siddique. 0040524978-1

I, Manoj Gupta S/o Om Prakash
Gupta R/0-250-A, J&K-Pocket
Dilshad-Garden, Delhi-110095,
have changed my nameto
Manoj Kumar Gupta.

0040524932-5

I, Krishan Kumar Nouta S/O
Bujha Ram, R/0 H.n0.546,
group-l, DDA-Janta-flats,
Hastsal, Uttam-Nagar,New-
Delhi-110059.have changed my
name to Krishan Kumar,for all
purposes. 0040524923-10

I, Km Neenu Kumari W/0
Dushant Tulsiani R/O F-24,
Lajpat-Nagar-3, New Delhi-
110024,Have Changed My
Name To Priyanka Tulsiani,For
All Purposes. 0040524923-7

I, Km Dharm Lata Rai alias
Poonam Rai D/O Late. Sh. Kalp
Nath Rai W/0 sh. Durgesh Rai
R/0 B-4,Hanuman mandir,
Ganesh nagar, pandav nagar,
Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-110092.

0070689192-1

I, Kamal Kishore S/0. Sh. Bansi
Ram R/0 16B/238, Sector 16,
Vasundhara, Ghaziabad-
201012 informs that Kamal
Kishore & Kamal Kishore
Sharmais same and one
personnames. 0040524960-2

I, Jagesh AwanaS/o Babu Ram
R/0 B-23, Sector-5,Harolla,
Noida Gautam Budh Nagar-
201301 have changed my name
to Jagesh Kumar for all future
purposes. 0040524889-1

I, JC-376486H Subedar Major
Sushil JhaS/o Sh.BachchalJha
R/o Village-lsahah Pur, Post-
Sarisab Pahi, Dist. Madhubani,
Bihar-847424, informs thatin
my army service documents
my son’s name is wrongly
written as Pradumn Kumar Jha
instead of Pradumn Jha
(correct) as per 10th class
certificate. 0040524890-2

I, JC-376486H Subedar Major
Sushil Jha S/o Sh. Bachcha Jha
R/o Village-lsahah Pur, Post-
Sarisab Pahi, Dist. Madhubani,
Bihar-847424, informs thatin
my army service documents
my daughter Madhu Kumari’s
date of birth is wrongly written
as 13/11/2003 instead of
13/09/2001 (correct) as per
10th class certificate.

0040524890-1

I, Heena W/0-Uvesh Ahmad R/o-
H-7/C, Abul-Fazal-Enclave,
Part-1,Jamia’Nagar,
New’Delhi-110025,have
changed my name’fromHina @
Noor Jahan to Heena for
all,purposes.  0040524949-1

I, Jesica Singh D/O Satinder
Singh R/0 B-209.Ashok Vihar
Phase-1Delhi-110052.Have
Changed My Name To Jessica
Madan. 0040524826-7

I, Harpreet S/o Shri Jeet Singh
R/0 G-12/19, Upper Ground
Floor,Budh Vihar Phase 1,
Delhi-110086, have changed my
name from Harpreet to
Harpreet Singh for all future
purposes. 0040524878-1

I, Harleen Kaur Sawhney D/O
Joginder Singh Sawhney,
Residing At-D-20,Narmada-
Apartments, Alaknanda,
Kalkaji, New-Delhi-110019,Have
Changed My Name To Harleen
Gurnani,For All Purposes.

0040524923-8

I, Harendra Mohan S/0 Balam
Singh R/0 C-5, Khasrano 34,
Kurmanchal Vihar, llaichipur,
Loni, Ghaziabad, Up-
201102.Changedmy Nameto
Harendra Mohan Rawat.

0040524949-4

I, Gurvinder S/o Dalveer Singh
R/0 RZF-122,Nihal-Vihar,
Nangloi, Delhi-110041, have
changed my nameto
Gurvinder Singh,for all
purposes. 0040524923-4

I, Gunjan Sang W/o Jasmeet
Singh R/0 202 Kohat-Enclave,
Pitampura Delhi-110034,
changed my name to Gunjan
Kaur for all purposes.

0040524932-7

I, Deepak Kumar S/0-Raj Kumar
R/0-H.N0.6918,1st-Floor Green-
Meadows DLF-4 Galleria
Gurugram,Haryana-
122009,have changed my
name’from Deepak Kumar to
Deepak Kumar Gandhi for’all
purposes. 0040524949-2

I, Chanda Rani W/o Yakob
Umma Reddy R/0 B-504, 5th
Floor, Tarika Appt., CGHS
Society Sector-43 Gurgaon -
122001 Have Changed My Name
to Chanda Umma Reddy.

0070689199-1

I, Baljeet Kaur kohli W/O Didar
Singh R/0 23/86B, Tilak-Nagar,
New Delhi-110018.have
changed my name to Baljeet
Kaur,for all purposes.

0040524923-9

I, Balakrishnan S/o Mr.
Radhakrishnan, R/o Flat
No,894, Block-31, DDA Flats,
Kalkaji, New Delhi-110019. That
my name is Balakrishnan and
R.Balakrishnan both names are
of the same person.

0040524928-1

I, Asish Anjani Kumar Sharma
S/0 Anjani Kumar SharmaR/o-
E-4/2001,ECO Village-
1,Greater-Noida U.P.-201301,
have Changed my nameto
Ashish Anjani Sharma.

0040524582-1

I, Ashima D/o Rajiv Anand R/0
RZ-121 Shiv Block Gali No-3,
Raghu Nagar, Pankha Road,
New Delhi-110045 have
changed my name to Ashima
Anand. 0070689193-1

I, Kirti D/o Inder Pal Sethi R/o B-4
280-281 Block B-4 Sultan Puri,
Delhi-110082, have changed my
name to Kirti Sethi for all
purposes. 0040524918-1

I, Anjali Bharti W/o Mahesh
Kumar Sagar R/0 G-9, 903,
Nirala Greenshire Sector-2
Greater Noida West-201306
Have Changed My Name to
Anjali Sagar. 0070689194-1

I, Amandeep Singh S/o
Sh.Devender Singh R/o A-7/96,
Sector-15, Rohini, Delhi-110089,
informs that my name has
been wrongly written as
Amandeep in my 10th class
certificate & marksheet. My
actual name is Amandeep
Singh, which may be amended
accordingly. 0040524882-1

I, Ajay, S/0 Sh. Hari Ram, R/o0
H.No.-E-1/367, Street No.-5,
Near Gagan Cinema, Nand
Nagri, Seema Puri, Delhi-
110093, have changed my name
to Ajay Mauryaforall
purposes. 0040524880-1

I, Mohit S/o Vinod Gulati R/o0-A-
2/67,Sector-8, Rohini, Delhi-
110085, have changed my name
to Mohit Gulati for all
purposes. 0040524932-4

I hitherto known as Puchka
Gupta S/o Shri Shekhar Gupta,
resident of C-6/53, Safdarjung
Development Area, New Delhi-
110016, employed as Senior
Lecturerin Economics at the
University of Essex, UK,do
hereby solemnly affirm and
declare that | have changed my
name to Abhimanyu Gupta.

0040524899-1

I hitherto known as Narendra
Kumar alias Narendra Kardam
alias Narinder Verma son of
Ram Karan Verma,Residing at-
B-121/A, Flat.No.2, UGF,
Paryavaran-Complex, IGNOU
Road, New.Delhi-110030,have
changed my names and shall
hereafter be known as
Narinder Verma.All the above
mentioned names belong to
me. 0040524978-2

I hitherto know as Ram
Kumari,W/0O-Late.Rajbir R/O-
691 Ghitorni-Village Delhi-
110030.have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as OmKumari. 0040524932-9

I Sudha Rani W/O Mr.Harinder
Singh R/0-M-92/C Pratap-Vihar
Sector-12,Ghaziabad-201009
U.P.have changed my nameto
Simranjit Kaur for all purposes.

0040524932-8

ISatnam Singh Bansal S/0
Malkiat Singh Bansal R/0-Wz -
1476 Nangal Raya Delhi-110046
Have Changed My Name To
SatnamSingh.  0040524923-6

INitin Kumar Gupta S/o0-Sushil
Kumar Gupta R/0-21/31 Mall-
Road, Civil-Lines, Delhi-
110054.have changed my name
to Nitin Gupta.for all purposes.

0040524923-2

1 Joti D/o Prem Masih and W/o
Danveer Paul R/o Ghanieke,
Bangar, Gurdaspur, Punjab-
143513, have changed my
name to Joti Paul. 070689201-1

IHarpreet Kaur Kochar. W/0O
Avneet Singhr/0-J-3/73 1st-
Floor Rajouri-Garden Delhi-
110027, Changed My Name To
Harpreet Kaur. 0040524949-3

I Gaurav Naresh S/o Shiv Naresh
Singh R/0-M-145, Vikas Puri
Delhi-18 have changed my
name to Gaurav Singh.

0040524932-2

IChetan Naresh S/o Shiv Naresh
Singh R/0-M-145, Vikas Puri
Delhi-18 have changed my
name to Chetan Singh.

0040524932-1

I Chatar Priti Madhukar D/O.
Madhukar Trambak Chatar,
R/0 Subhash Building Line
No.2, Near Waichal Hospital,
Tapdiya Nagar, Umari, Pr.
Akola, Jatherpeth Akola,
Maharashtra Pin -444005 DOB:
28/10/1989 Have Changed My
Name From Chatar Priti
Madhukar To Priti Parag
Rahulkar For All Purposes.

0070689164-1

I, Rashmi Devi W/0-Jagdish
Kumar R/0 561-C,I-Floor, Rishi
Nagar, Rani Bagh, Delhi-110034
Have Changed My Name To
Rashmi. 0040524949-6

I, Ram Kumar Singh R/0 B-4 (SM-
3)Shalimar Garden Ext-II
Sahibabad Ghaziabad
(UP)201005 have changed my
son name from Master
Gaurang Chaudhary to
Gaurang Chaudhary vide
affidevit dated 04/10/2019

0120008046-1

I,Mena Kumari w/o Sunil Kumar
R/0O H.No.A-10,Bud Vihar,Tajpur
Pahari, Badarpur,Delhi-
110044,have informed Mena
Kumari & Meena Kumarione
and same person. 40524932-11

LOST & FOUND

I,Rakesh Ajmani S/o0 M.R.Ajmani
R/0-A-10,Anandostav
Ashram,Haripur Kalan Via
Raiwala,Dehradun-249205.
have lost my Mutation letter
issued by DDA regarding my
property No.Plot.N0.493,
Pocket C-2,Sec-37,Rohini if
found Please-contact-
8449213777. 0040524949-11

Original Lease Deed of Prop. No.
4/24, W.E.A., Karol Bagh, New
Delhi-110005, (Reg. N0.1064,
Additional Book No.1, Volume
No.51, Pages from 96 to 100,
dated 24.10.1942, has been lost.
If found, Contact Kiran Dhall-
9999884457. 0040524927-1

I, Ritika Rohtagi Agrawal D/o
Shri Mukesh Rohtagi R/o D-190,
Sector-41, Noida, (UP) have lost
the Original Builder Buyer
Agreement of my Property
bearing Unit No. E-40-6, FF, Park
Elite Floors, Sector-85,
Faridabad, Haryanaissued by
the BPTP Limited. Finder
please kindly inform the same
to my above mentioned
residential address.

0040524931-1

I,LAnju Verma,w/o-Late.Sh.Trilok
Verma l,have misplaced,my
original-Allotment-
Latter,Demand-Latter,PEL,NOC
and Other-Possession Related
paper,Physical-Possession,
Receipt-Challan of Staking-
Charges,Plot Status doc and
Sale.Tax and Application.
No.2503,and income Tax paper
related to Firm of M/S Dev
Raha Paints and Papers of
Bawana Industrial-Area Block-
A,Sec-4,Delhi-110039,If anyone
finds it,kindly contact-
8826683254. 0040524932-10

|, Aravind Gopalakrishnan S/o V.V
Gopalakrishnan Rlo Valiyaparampil
House Ayarkunnam,PO:kottayam,
Kerala-686564, have lost all my
original documents of class 10th
Roll no.658002 passing year 2002,
class 12th Roll: 1096239 Year: 2004,
B.sc Nursing Certificate passing
year: 2009 from Kerala Nursing
Council, Marksheet of Nursing
Degree Certificate Registration no.
20011, 1st year -20011, 2nd year-
20011/1454, 3rd Year-20011/2454,
4th year-2001, OBC NonCreamy
layer Certificate and experience
Certificate from: a. Ananthapur
Hospital, b. Nephrine Kidney Care
and c. JVD Health Pvt. Ltd. Also
lost Driving Licence . Finders
Contact: 9560780151

BUSINESS OFFERS

Very attractive CLUB (RESTRO-
BAR) in best Price & Venue for
salein Dubai. Please call
+971502953305. 0050159916-1

RENTAL

Indep. House 2 BHK 2 bath,
carpark, Sec 9A, Gurg. Rent 25K
Nego. Fmly person/direct Bank
lease, No pets. +918585967472.

0130014036-1

MEDICAL

BREAST Development, inability
in Sex, Figure maintain, Dark
circle, Fatness, Childlessness,
Waist/ Knee pain, Paralysis,
America qualification Doctor
Shah- 28938680/ 9819606364.

0070687943-2

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients Bharat Bhushan Ohri S/o Shri
Roshan Lal Ohri and his wife namely Smt.
Rita Ohri both R/o 31/1C, Laxman Park,
Krishna Nagar, Delhi-110051 and H.No.49,
Silver Park, Shiv Puri, Krishna nagar, Delhi-
110051 have severed all their relations from
their son namely Akash Ohri S/o Shri Bharat
Bhushan Ohri and his wife Smt. Monika and
their children debarred them from all their
movable/immovable properties and all
assets due to their disobedience,
misbehavior and and misconduct towards
my clients. My clients shall not be
responsible for their any acts, deeds and
transactions in future.
Sd/-
TANYA KATHURIA
(Advocate)
Ch. No. E-220,
Karkardooma Courts, Delhi-32
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed
that my client Smt. Anita Devi, W/o
Ved Prakash, R/o K-69, 3rd Floor,
Gurudas Nagar, Govt. School Lane,
Laxmi Nagar, New Delhi-110092, have
disowned and disinterited and
detached all the ties with her son Shri
Bhupender and daughter-in-law Smt.
Gulafshah, both presently residing at
N-33, Naveen Shahdra, New Delhi-
110092, due to their bad behaviour
and cold attitude towards my client
and her other family members, from
the inheitance of all her properties
and now they have no right, title,
interest or claim of any nature
whatsoever in the estate and assets
of my client. Anybody dealing with the
said son and daughter-in-law shall be
doing so at their own cost, risk,
responsibility and consequences and
my aforesaid client shall not be liable

and responsible for the same.
Monika Nagar (Advocate)
Ch.No.112, Civil Wing,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is publicly informed that my client Shri Madan Gopal
Gulati, Shri Ram Parkash Gulati, Shri Ashok Kumar Gulati
& Shri pradeep Gulati S/o Late Sh. Nand Lal Gulati R/o 39,
Hathi Khana, Bahadurgarh Road, Delhi, have lost few
documents i.e. Sale Deed in favour of Mohammed Ibrahim
(executed by Delhi Improvement Trust Dt.25.5.1945), Sale
Deed in favour of (1) Sh. Chet Ram S/o Sh. Mool Raj & (2)
Smt. Ram Rekhi D/o S. Attar Singh (executed by Modh.
Yasin for self and attorney of Sultan Ahmed, Abdul Khaleg
& Mussammat Chaman Are Begum all are sons and
daughter of Mohammed Ibrahim) in respect of Property
No.39, Block-Hathi Khana, Area Measuring 239.7 Sq.
Yds., on Bahadurgarh Road, Delhi, and they/he/she has
the Necessary NCR Report regarding the same, vide
NCR/LR No.1910156, Dt.19.11.2019. Any person who
founds the same or any other person (s)/Bank/financial
institution claims to the owner or claims to have any right,
titile, interest in the said property in part or full, then
he/she/they shall contact either my client at the said client
address or at my number/address i.e. 9810587572/Shop
No.4, GF, RU-Block, DDA Market, Pitampura, Delhi, within
Fifteen Days from this Notice.
Sd/-
DHIRAJ CHAWLA (Advocate)
Chamber No. 4, RU Block DDA Market, Pitampura,
Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to the General Public At Large
that vide the deed of Relinquishment Dt.
18th November 2019, executed and
registered in the office of the Sub-Registrar
Wazirabad Distt. Gurgram, Haryana my
client Mr. Rajiv Nayar relinquished his entire
share with respect to Apartment No. W-048
along with the parking space No. PW-098 in
Regency Park-Il, DLF City, Phase 1V,
Gurugram Haryana in favour of his brother
(my client) Mr. Ravi Nayar after the demise
of my clients parents Mr. Ashok Nayar
(Father) and Mrs. Susham Nayar (Mother).
Accordingly my client (Mr Ravi Nayar) is the
sole and exclusive owner of the aforesaid
apartment and vide letter Dt. 18.11.2009 my
client has written to Ms DLF Limited to
substitute the name of Mr. Ravi Nayar and
to mutate the demised property W-048,
Regency Park |, DLF City, Phase 1V,
Gurugram Haryana along with the parking
space No. PW-098 in his name.

Sd/- MUKUL DHAWAN
ADVOCATE

B-47 SOUTH EXTENSION PART-I
NEW DELHI-110049

It is brought to the notice of
the General Public that my
client Mr. Dharamvir Narula
S/o Mr. Om Prakash Narula
& Ms. Anita Narula W/o Mr.
Dharamvir Narula, resident
of B-29, Jai Shiv Apartments
are legal owners and in
possession of built up House
No. 625, measuring 173 Sq.
Yds, situated in Palam Vihar,
Gurugram, Haryana by way
of Registered Sale Deed/
Vasika No. 2234 dated
10.06.2002 registered before
Sub Registrar, Gurugram. The
first chain of documents i.e.
an original Sale Deed dt.
03.05.1989 executed in favour
of Mr. R. P. Sharma by Ansal
Properties & Industries Ltd.,
of the aforesaid property,
which was in my client’s
possession has been
irretrievably lost/misplaced and
was reported to Delhi Police
vide LR No. 2003500/2019 dit.
16.12.2019. If any persons
found the documents, he/she
may contact or deliver the
papers at the following address.
In the meantime, it is informed
that anyone dealing or
transacting with the aforesaid
property utilizing the aforesaid
lost sale deed Sharma,the said
action shall be illegal, null and
void. Umesh Gulati, Advocate
Mb. No. +91 98102 56766
Transjuris-Legal & Corporate
Consultants A-183, South City-1,
Gurugram-122002 Haryana.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

All concerned are hereby informed
through this Public Notice that my
client Sh Kamal Khanna S/o Late Sh
Narayana Dass Khanna R/o 6984,
Kila Kadam Sharif, Nabi Karim,
Paharganj, Delhi has debarred his
son and daughter in law namely Sh
Vinay Khanna & Smt Hemlata
Khanna from his all moveable and
immoveable property. My client shall
not be held responsible for any of
their acts, deed and things in
whatsoever in any manner.
SAKET GAKHAR (Advocate)
Ch. No. T-14, Tehsil Lane,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to state that Ms. Neera Bose, W/o
Late Mr. Tapan Kumar Bose is a
permanent Resident of P2A-063,
Princeton Estate, DLF City Phase-5,
Gurugram, Haryana (Property).

Further, She is the joint owner of the above
mentioned Property i.e. P2A-063,
Princeton Estate, DLF City Phase-5,
Gurugram, Haryana, along with her
husband Late Mr. Tapan Kumar Bose who
passed away on May 3, 2013. Now Ms.
Neera Bose is desirous of introducing her
son Mr. Biswajit Bose as a joint owner in
the above mentoned Property in place of
her deceased husband. The above
contents are true and correct to the best of
my knowledge. Please take notice of this
letter accordingly.

Ankur Khandelwal (Advocate)
3rd Floor, Ocus Technopolis,
Sector-54, Gurgaon
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IRRIGATION AND WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT HARYANA

CORRIGENDUM

Sr. No.:- 1. Name of Department:- Irrigation & Water Resources Department Haryana. Old Reference/NIT
No.:- No. 7577-94/6-A dated 11.12.2019. Nature of corrigendum:- Corrigendum-1:- Extension of due date of
online submission upto 26.12.2019 with date of opening 27.12.2019. Website:- https://etenders.hry.nic.in
Department-https://hid.gov.in/ Nodal Officer/Contact Detail/Email:- Executive Engineer Mahendergarh
Canal w.S. Division Mahendergarh. Contact No. 01285-220287, Email id:- xen-wsmgarh.irr@gov.in

79686/HRY

Sd/-

Executive Engineer
M/Garh Canal W/S Division
Mahendergarh

HIMACHAL PRADESH PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

E-Procurement Notice
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

The Executive Engineer HPPWD Ghumarwin Distt Bilaspur H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P invites the online bids on item rate bids,
in electronic tendering system, of from the eligible class of contractor registered with HPPWD for the works as detailed in table.

Sr. Name of Work
No

1

Estimated Starting date for Earnest Deadline for
Cost downloading Money submission of
Bid Bid

Up-gradation of Panoh Takrehra Trauntra Ghumarwin Road KM 3,09,29,153/- 06-01-2020 3,42,000/- 21-01-2020

0/000 to 8/300 (SH:-ROFD, Extension of CD, BM & BC, Drain,
Parapets, KM-Stones & Road Side Aminities{Rain-Shelters})under
NABARD RIDF-XX {under NABARD RIDF XXIV}

C/O Link Road Mehran Nain Pagwara Talai Mohmdan-Koli-Basti
Takrehra Jaluan Mandal Khil Road KM 0/0 to 3/000 (SH:- F/C, C/D
Works, GSB, M/T Work, Drain, Parapets and KM-Stones in between
km 0/000 to 2/630) {under NABARD RIDF XXIV}.

C/o M/T and CD on Thuran Samleta Rishikesh via Jawah road Km
0/0 to 6/540 ( SH:- F/C CD,GSB,WBM G-II,G-1Il M/T Drain Parapets
& Km Stone etc in Km 0/0 to 6/540) ( under Nabard RIDF)

1,17,62,343/- 06-01-2020 1,51,000/- 21-01-2020

1,96,17,302/- 06-01-2020 2,28,700/- 21-01-2020

The bidder are advised to note other detail of tenders from the department website www.hptenders.gov.in

3635/HP

Executive Engineer

Ghumarwin Divn ,

HP-PWD,Ghumarwin

On behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh
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$66.79 345,786

*Indian basket as on December 18, 2019

RESERVE PRICE SET AT ¥5.22 LAKH CRORE

96 spectrum auction slated for Mar-Apr;
DoT panel rules against reserve price cut

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 20

THE DIGITAL Communications
Commission (DCC) on Friday de-
cided to acceptall the recommen-
dations made by the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India
(Trai) on spectrum auctions, in-
cluding on keeping the reserve
prices for the sale of 8,300 mega
hertz (MHz) spectrum at Rs 5.22
lakh crore.

The DCC, which is the top de-
cision-making body of the
Department of Telecomm-
unications (DoT), said that up-
coming auctions will be held be-
tween March and April next year,
and will also offer for auction air-
waves for 5G telephony services.

“The DCC has approved the
Trai recommendations including
that of not reducing prices. Trai
has given detailed reasons, so DCC
thought it fit to accept that,”
Telecom Secretary Anshu Prakash
said. A Cabinet note for the ap-
proval of spectrum auction will be
floated next month for getting ap-
proval from the Cabinet

NCLT okays
extension of
90 days for
Jet insolvency
resolution

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 20

THE NATIONAL Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) on Friday al-
lowed Ashish Chhawchharia, res-
olution professional (RP) for Jet
Airways, to extend the corporate
insolvency resolution process
(CIRP) of the grounded airline by
90 days. Earlier this month, the
RP had sought an extension for
the resolution period after the
Colombian Synergy Group failed
to submit a business plan for the
revival of Jet Airways by
December 16.

Jet Airways was admitted for
insolvency on June 20, after
lenders failed to sell the
grounded airline. The 180-day
deadline as stipulated under the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Act,
2016, for the resolution of the air-
line ended on December 16.

Meanwhile, earlier this week,
two parties besides Synergy
Group expressed initial interest
in Jet Airways. FE reported that
lenders had in-principle agreed
to call for fresh bids for the belea-
guered airline. The final decision
will be taken by Saturday.

On Thursday, the two-mem-
ber Bench of the Mumbai NCLT
had asked the committee of
creditors (CoC) to decide within
three weeks on calling for fresh
expressions-of-interest for Jet
Airways.

On Thursday, the NCLT met
Synergy Group Corp chief oper-
ating officer Michael Welch and
told representatives of the
Synergy Group to “take a deci-
sion early” on Jet Airways. FE

Govt hopes telcos
will bid, even as
AGR dues remain

THE TIMING of the 8300 MHz spectrum auction could
spark yet another debate as the incumbent telecom
companies have raised concerns on their inability to
participate in them. Of the three big telecom companies,
Bharti Airtel and Vodafone Idea have to come up with Rs
43,000 crore and Rs 54,000 crore, respectively, within a
month. The government has maintained that it expects

participation from all players.

Committee on Economic Affairs.

The approval by DCC comes
nearly two months after Union
Telecom Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad had, while inaugurating
the India Mobile Congress, as-
sured industry leaders that the
Central government was consid-
ering “pricing reforms in the sec-
tor”, hinting at the reserve price
for spectrum auction.

Of the three biggest telecom
players in the country, both Sunil

Bharti Mittal-led Bharti Airtel and
Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance Jio
Infocomm have expressed their
reservations about the high prices
of 5G spectrum. While Bharti
Airtel had said that the prices were
too exorbitant, and they would
notbe able to participateinit, its ri-
val Reliance Jio said that the gov-
ernment should look at optimal
pricing of the 5G spectrum.
Vodafone Idea chairman
Kumar Mangalam Birla also had,

in October, said that the telecom
company sought an enabling reg-
ulatory environment so that it
could make the necessary invest-
ments. India’s telecom sector —
which is now largely a three way
fight between Bharti Airtel, Jio,
and Vodafone Idea — has been
reeling under debt and low aver-
agerevenue per user, triggered by
a tariff war started by Jio.

The Supreme Court judgment
on adjusted gross revenue (AGR)
dues put Bharti Airtel and
Vodafone ldea under further pres-
sure, as they have to come up with
Rs 43,000 crore and Rs 54,000
crore, respectively, within a
month. The pressure on telecom
players notwithstanding, the gov-
ernment hopes that the compa-
nies will participate in the 5G as
the “telecom operators do require
spectrum”. “I think we should be
able to sell. Their services are ex-
panding, their networks are ex-
panding. There should be good
competition in bidding for this. I
will wait and watch” the Telecom
Secretary said.

For the spectrum auction of
more than 8,300 MHz spread

acrossall 22 licensed spectrumac-
cess (LSA) or telecom circles, suc-
cessful bidders will have to pay
upfront 25 per cent of the
total amount upfront for sub-
1,000 MHz, and 50 per cent up-
front for all frequency bands
above 1,000 MHz. Bidders, how-
ever, will have some relief in pay-
ment for the auctions this time
around. It has also been decided
that bidders will only have to pay
the entire cost of spectrum only
for the band which is being va-
cated within a month of bidding.
If the spectrum is not vacant,
the bidder will have to pay 10 per
cent for sub-1,000 MHz frequency;,
and only 20 per cent for above 1
Giga Hertz frequency band range,
the Telecom Secretary said, adding
that the rest of the amount will
have to be paid one month before
the spectrum is vacated.
Meanwhile, inameeting with
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, industry body
Cellular Operators’ Association of
India (COAI) raised theissue of ad-
justed gross revenue and sought
cutin levies like licence fee and
spectrum usage charges.

Investments via P-notes hit 13-month low at Nov-end

Investments in Indian capital market through participatory notes (P-notes) hit a 13-month low 0f 369,670
crore till November after registering a rise in such fund infusion in the preceding month, as per Sebi data

TOTALINVESTMENTS MADE TILL

STRICTER NORMS FOR P-NOTES:
In July 2017, Sebi notified stricter P-
notes norms stipulating a fee of
$1,000 that will be levied on each
instrument to check any misuse
for channelising black money

CURBS FOR FPIs: The markets
regulator also prohibited FPIs from
issuing such notes where the
underlying asset is a derivative,
except those which are used for

hedging purposes

WHAT ARE P-NOTES: P-notes are
issued by registered foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs) to
overseas investors who wish to be
part of the Indian stock market
without registering themselves
directly after going through a due

diligence process

NOVEMBER-END IN VARIOUS SEGMENTS:

132,749

crore
in equities

t16,238

crore
indebt

1683

crore
in derivatives

X76,773 crore:

Total value of
investments via P-notes
in Indian markets
(including equity, debt,
and derivatives) at
October-end, which was
the first rise in such fund
infusion in four months

366,587 crore:

Fund inflow through
P-notes in October 2018,
lowest in nine-and-a-
half years

Source: PTI

Fitch slashes FY20 forecast to 4.6% from 5.6%

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 20

FITCHRATINGS on Friday slashed
India’s GDP growth rate forecast
t0 4.6 per cent, from 5.6 per cent
projected in November, for the fi-
nancial year ending March 2020
(FY20). During FY19, the econ-
omy had registered growth of 6.8
per cent.

“We expect growth to gradu-
allyrecoverto 5.6 per centin FY21
and 6.5 per cent in FY22 with sup-
port from easing monetary and
fiscal policy and structural meas-
ures that may also support
growth over the medium term,”
Fitch Ratings said. However, it has
affirmed India’s long-term for-

Affirms India’s long-term foreign currency Issuer
Default Rating (IDR) at ‘BBB-’ with a stable outlook

eign currency Issuer Default
Rating (IDR)at ‘BBB-" with astable
outlook.

India’s rating balances a still
strong medium-term growth
outlook compared with ‘BBB’ cat-
egory peers and relative external
resilience stemming from solid
foreign-reserve buffers against
high publicdebt, a weak financial
sector and some lagging struc-
tural factors, including gover-
nance indicators and GDP per
capita, Fitch said.

“Our outlook on India’s GDP
growthis still solid against that of

Economists to FM: Expand fisc,
keep Budget numbers credible

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 20

ECONOMISTS ON Friday asked
the government to expand the fis-
cal deficit target for FY21 and
stressed thatit need not be apolo-
getic about the slippage, as ele-
vated spending is probably the
only counter-cyclical tool atits dis-
posal now to reverse a sharp de-
celeration in growth.

For the current fiscal, the gov-
ernment has set the target at 3.3
per cent, which is all set to be
missed, given the revenue short-
fall. In a pre-Budget consultation
meeting with finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, the econo-
mists also advised the govern-
ment to keep the Budget numbers
realistic, reflecting the true state
of economy. Credible numbers,
they say, better prepare the mar-
kets for any eventuality.

The economists were split in
asking fora cutin the personal in-
come tax rates. FE

Industry needs to come out
of ‘self doubt’ mood, says FM

New Delhi: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Friday asked India Inc to
come out of “self doubt”
mood and unleash the ani-
mal spirit as she stressed
that steps taken post Budget
have started showing some
results on the ground.

The government has
shown conviction to
change India’s system, take
some tough decisions and
make sure it is responsive
to industry, she said at in-
dustry body Assocham'’s
event here.

“I would appeal to you
that please get out of the
mood of self doubt. Can we
doit? CanIndiadoit?... why
is this negative mood? Get

out of this self doubt,” she
said and emphasised that
most of the macro eco-
nomic indicators are strong,.

“This government does
not want businesses to
close. We want to help them
to be revived by legislative
and other administrative
changes... we are with you. I
want this mood of self
doubt to be completely re-
moved from your minds.

“Believe in India. You
have done that for last 100
years. Thereis aneed forall
of you do it even more now.
You have to be the change
agent and don’t ask animal
spirits to be brought to you.
You have inside, get it out,”
she noted. ENS&PTI

peers, even though growth has
decelerated significantly over the
past few quarters, due mainly to
domestic factors, in particular a
squeeze in credit availability from
non-banking financial companies
(NBFC)and deterioration in busi-
ness and consumer confidence,”
it said.

Fitch said Indian economy is
less developed on a number of
structural metrics than many of
its peers. “Governance remains
weak, asillustrated by alow score
for the World Bank governance
indicator (49th percentile versus

the ‘BBB’ median of 59th per-
centile). India’s ranking on the
United Nations Human
Development Index (32nd per-
centile versus the ‘BBB’ median of
67th percentile)also indicates rel-
atively low basichuman develop-
ment. Average per capita GDP
also remains low, at US $2,102,
compared with the ‘BBB’ range
median of US $12,152,” it said.
“The affirmation of the ratings
incorporates our expectation of
moderate fiscal slippage relative
to the central government’s
deficit target of 3.3 per cent of
GDP in FY20. The government is
again facing a trade-off between
stimulating the economy and re-
ducing the deficitin the medium
term,” the rating agency said.

Succession plan: Anand
Mahindra to become
M&M non-exec chairman

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,DECEMBER 20

MAHINDRA & Mahindra (M&M)
Friday announced a majorrejig of
its top management with Anand
Mahindra, currently the executive
chairman, transitioning to the role
of non-executive chairman with
effect from April 1,2020.

Pawan Goenka will be re-des-
ignated as managing directorand
CEOwith effect from April 1,2020.
There will be no change in any re-
porting relationships as aresult of
this re-designation, M&M said in
astatement. Goenka will retire on
April 1,2021, but will continue to
retain direct responsibility of
Ssangyong Motors as chairman of
its board till his retirement date.

Anish Shah will transition to
becoming managing director and
CEO on April 2, 2021 with full
oversight of all group businesses,
in two phases. The company said,
“On April 1,2020, he will join the

M&M board as Deputy Managing
Director and Group CFO, with re-
sponsibility for the Group
Corporate Office and full oversight
of all business sectors of the group
other than auto and farm sectors
(AFS).He will have direct account-
ability to the board for his non-AFS
responsibilities.” “On April 2, 2021,
he will be appointed as Managing
Director and CEO,” itadded.

According to the statement,
over the next 15 months, a num-
ber of key leaders at M&M will be
retiring. “...over the past one year
the governance, nomination & re-
muneration committee (GNRC) of
the board has completed a struc-
tured and rigorous review of top
management succession, which
has now been ratified by the
board of directors,” it said.

The company said Rajesh
Jejurikar will join the M&M board
as executive director (AFS), with
direct operational responsibility
and accountability for the sectors
on April 1,2020.

*International market data till 1900 IST

India Inc silent on protests, Hero’s
Naveen Munjal says may hit image

SANDEEP SINGH,
AANCHAL MAGAZINE,
PRABHA RAGHAVAN &
ASHISHARYAN

NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 20

EVEN AS some public figures
across sports, cinema, literature
and the arts,among others, have
come out to speak on the coun-
trywide protests against the
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) and National Register of
Citizens (NRC), India Inc has re-
mained largely silent on the is-
sue and its impact on “Brand
India”.

The Indian Express tried to
speak to a range of prominent
India Incleaders on the sidelines
of the FICCI and Assocham
events Friday. Most of them ex-
cused themselves from talking
on the ongoing protests. A few
who responded to queries said
that while people have aright to
protest, these mass demonstra-
tions contribute to building a
negative image and could hitin-
vestment sentiment.

Naveen Munjal, managing
director, Hero Electric, said that
he doesn’t know who is right
and wrong and that he doesn’t
know much about the issue.
However, he added: “Any coun-
try which has country-wide
protest (you look at Hong Kong,
India) and where it happens on
a mass scale, it certainly has a
very negative image in the inter-
national media and press.
Investors get anxious, people
stop coming, tourism comes to
a standstill.” He added that
while a number of business vis-
itors were supposed to come,
“they are cancelling out saying
because of the economy ... we
say it’s no big deal but how the
media plays up, that’s a differ-
ent story.”

While Munjal said that
protests are hurting country’s
image, Anil Agarwal, chairman
of Vedanta Resources did not
feel so. Responding to a specific

Many prominent India
Incleaders excused
themselves from
talking on the protests
against the Citizenship
Amendment Act

and National Register
of Citizens

query, Agarwal, on the sidelines
of the Assocham Event celebrat-
ing its 100 years, said, “I can tell
you that out of the three people
who are being named as leaders
of the world, Narendra Modi is
one of them. His brand image is
tremendous, there is no ques-
tion. Government is taking bold
decisions, I have never seen any
government taking these kind
of bold decisions that are very
important. [ am not a politician
and I don’t understand. The only
thing I understand is that this
government takes decisions
without vested interests and
thatis very important.”

On the protests, Sangita
Reddy, joint MD, Apollo
Hospitals Enterprises said: “I
think it is too early to say (if the
protests will have an impact).
We need to see how it pans out.
[ wouldn't take a bet on this ei-
ther way right now. I think India
is a strong and secular democ-
racy and that is one of our fun-
damental strengths and it will
remain a fundamental
strength.” She, however, de-
clined to share her views on CAA
and NRC.

The chairman-and-manag-
ing director of a leading Gujarat-
based pharmaceutical company,
who did not wish to be named,
said, “I don’t think there is any
impact on the industry ... think
people have the right to protest
but I don’t have a view specifi-
cally with respect to this issue.”

A top executive of a large
telecommunications firm, who

did not wish to be identified
said, “It is too early to say if this
will affect business. If there is a
standstill in the way you do
business and you are not able to
operate due to agitations, that
definitely has an impact, but I
think it is still too early to tell.”

There were others including
Sanjiv Puri, CMD, ITC; Niranjan
Hiranandani, MD, Hiranandani
Group; Harshpati Singhania, VC
and MD, JK Paper who declined
to comment.

Many corporates were in
town for the annual convention
of Assocham and FICCI and both
events were around India’s as-
piration to become a $5-trillion
economy. While Assocham’s
convention attended by the
Prime Minister along with oth-
ers senior Cabinet ministers was
on “New India: Aspiring $5 tril-
lion Economy”, FICCI's annual
conference that was attended by
several key ministers of the cen-
tral government among others,
wastitled, “India: Roadmaptoa
$5 trillion Economy.”

On November 30, The Indian
Express reported that leading
corporate voices active on
Twitter such as Uday Kotak (CEO,
Kotak Mahindra Bank); Anand
Mahindra (chairman, Mahindra
Group); Harsh Goenka (chair-
man, RPG Enterprises); Nandan
Nilekani (chairman, Infosys);
Sanjiv Bajaj (MD, Bajaj Finserv &
Bajaj Holdings); Gautam
Singhania (CMD, Raymond Ltd);
Vijay Shekhar Sharma (founder-
CEO, Paytm); and Harsh
Mariwala (chairman, Marico)
were prominent among many
who chose to maintain silence
on the GDP numbers on their
handles after the government
announced a4.5 per cent growth
for the second quarter ending
September 2019.

In sharp contrast, when the
government announced a cutin
the corporate tax rate in
September, the entire corporate
sector had cheered the move
saying it would spur growth.

INTERVIEW WITH NAVEEN MUNJAL, MD, HERO ELECTRIC VEHICLES

‘Challenges exist, but number of changes
being done to reach $5-tn-economy goal’

EVEN AS the government is work-
ing on policies for transition to-
wards a $5 trillion economy,
NAVEEN MUN]JAL, MD, Hero
Electric Vehicles, told AANCHAL
MAGAZINE and SANDEEP SINGH
that the Centre needs to iron out
some challenges and get a right
mix of measuresin the forthcom-
ing Budget. Stating that the goal of
$5 trillionis very good, he said the
government needs to figure out
with stakeholders the key things
that need to be done to achieve
the same. Excerpts:

What are the challenges for
the S5 trillion economy goal?
There are many challenges,
but we also have to set ourselves
very strong goals, that's why we
can achieve them. If you look,
banking reforms are happening,
and there are reforms in logistics,
transportation sector, infrastruc-
ture requirements, the automo-
tive sector, exports and taxation.
There are anumber of challenges
which exist right now. But I met
the Finance Minister this morn-
ing. As you are hearing also, there
are a number of changes that are
being done toreach the $5 trillion.

Are we seeing the progress on
ground?

There are some issues. In our
sector of electric vehicles, the in-
tent is there. The government is
talking on the need to go 100 per
centor converttoelectricbecause
of fuel and environmental rea-
sons, but the policies are not
strong enough. Right now, there
are some gaps. There s talk of sup-
porting the higher end of the vehi-

“..it’'saverygoodideato
haveagoal. $5 trillionis
very good to have. Now,
you have to figure out with
the stakeholders about
some key things that need
tobe done and how they
need to be done. Various
ministries are discussing
and listening patiently”

cles,as thereisapush for Makein
India. But the factis thatif you are
targeting that segment, you may
not get volumes. I think there
should be support for the mass
(segment) and along with phase
wise implementation onincreas-
ing localisation and then the in-
dustry will evolve. In terms of the
government expenditure, it will
still be the same, but you speed up
the whole thing.

What were your suggestions to
the Finance Minister in the
pre-Budget consultations?
When we look at mobility,
what we are looking at s that you
have to innovate, go into new
processes, technology etc. and
have to move away from oil de-
pendency,as much as we possibly
can. We have to go for zero pollu-
tion because at the end of the day;,
if we look at urban pollution, 70
per cent of the urban pollution is
vehicular. Country-wide, whenwe
look at it, it’s different, but urban
(areas) are where the problem is.
12 out of 15 most polluted citiesin
the world are in India. Also, we
know that 75 per cent of oil is im-
ported. So, the quicker we convert,

the better it is. As for two-wheel-
ers, 76 per cent of the vehicles are
in that category, consuming 60 per
cent of the oil and producing 30
per cent of the pollution. The
quicker you start shifting these ve-
hicles on to newer technologies
and on to zero emitting technolo-
gies, the betteritis for the country.

But hasn’t there been a delay
on this?

The government’s intent is
there and that’s why they came
out with the policies, FAME I and
now FAMEIL Thereis a feeling that
ifyou have an equally performing
vehicle, only thenaconsumer will
convert. However, that’s not the
case.Ithink thatifit'sanequal per-
formance vehicle, electricis going
to be expensive. Any new technol-
ogy is going to be more expensive,
the petroleum and diesel sector is
now a 100 year-old technology.

So, the new technology will
come, it will go through an adop-
tion curve and one can decide if
one wants to switch to it or not.
The government will have tolook
attwo-wheelers to start withand
has to look at mass segment.
Demand creation has to be there
and then supply will follow.

Is slowdown aworry?

See, it’s a very good idea to
have agoal. $5 trillionis very good
to have. Now, you have to figure
out with the stakeholders about
some key things that need to be
done and how they need to be
done. Various ministries are dis-
cussing and listening patiently.
They are absorbing the issues,and
hopefully they will get resolved.

Bailey to succeed Carney as BoE Guv

REUTERS
LONDON, DECEMBER 20

BRITAIN’S NEW government
named Andrew Bailey as
the Bank of England’s next
boss on Friday, entrusting a vet-
eran regulator and technocrat
with steering the economy and
its vast finance industry
through Brexit.

During a 30-year stint at the
BoE, Bailey helped shore up the
banking system against the

global financial crisis. Since 2016
he hasled the industry’s watch-
dog, the Financial Conduct
Authority. Finance Minister Sajid
Javid called him “the stand-out
candidate” as Britain maps out
its future outside the EU, and he
hailed Bailey’s role in quelling
the 2008-09 crisis.

“Itis a tribute to his integrity
and his character that he
emerged from that... with his rep-
utation enhanced in Whitehall,
in the City of London and in fi-
nancial capitals,” Javid said.

Andrew Bailey will serve
an 8-year term starting
March 16. Reuters file photo
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Reinstatement of
Mistry: Tata Sons
to move SC soon

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 20

LAWYERS FOR Tata Sons Ltd on
Friday said itis getting ready toap-
proach the Supreme Court against
the November 18 order of the
National Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) restoring Cyrus
Pallonji Mistry as its executive
chairman. The NCLAT had sus-
pended its direction for Mistry’s
reinstatement for four weeks, on
a request by senior advocate
Abhishek Manu Singhvi who ap-
peared for Tata Sons.

“We are taking all appropriate
legal recourses and everything
will be activated well before ex-
piry of four weeks granted as a
stay by NCLAT”, Singhvi told The
Indian Express. About the grounds
on which the appeal would lie,
Singhvi said “as a lawyer for the
losing party, you must discount
whatlsay.Butldobelieve thatthe
judgment is deeply flawed.”

He said there were several
“legally inform conclusions” and
elaborated some of these. “Firstly,
itturns the fundamental substra-
tum and overriding principle of
corporate law on its head viz cor-
porate majority, which is at the
heart of corporate decision mak-
ing. Secondly, its direction for ma-
jority and minorities to consult
each other before appointments
are made is unprecedented in cor-
porate law. Thirdly, assuming
without in any manner conced-
ing that there was any error in
Mistry’s removal, it is unheard of
in corporate law to direct rein-
statement as executive chairper-
son of Tata Sons, and of operating
companies, or even as director of
these companies, after the board

“...taking all appropriate
legal recoursesand
everything will be activa-
ted well before expiry of
fourweeks grantedasa
stayby NCLAT”

ABHISHEK MANU SINGHVI
LAWYER FOR TATA SONS

has lost confidence in Mistry and
after an interval of three years”,
the senior counsel said.

Healsosaid the “analogy of the
old saying that a dismissed em-
ployee will not be foisted onan un-
willing employer, applies very
muchhere”. He pointed out thatin
the verdict, there was an “extraor-
dinary and repetitive reliance ona
November 2016 press statement”
which was issued “in response to
leaked speculative information
against Tata Sons and was to im-
partstability and clarity”.However,
the judgment “ironically” usesit “as
proof of global concernabout Tata’s
instability”, he said.

Singhvi claimed that the relief
of reinstaterment was one Mistry
had “given up ... seeking”.
Directing Mistry’s reinstatement
as executive chairman of Tata Sons
Ltd and director of the Tata com-
panies, the NCLAT had declared as
“illegal ... the proceedings of the
sixth meeting of the Board of
Directors of ‘Tata Sons Limited’
held on Monday, 24th October,
2016 sofaras it relates to removal
and other actions taken against”
him. The appellate tribunal re-
strained Ratan N Tata and the
nominee of the Tata Trusts from
taking any decision in advance
which requires majority decision
of the Board of Directors or in the
Annual General Meeting.

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction
Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR

No. NIT/2019-20/27734-44
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GOVERNMENT OF RAJASTHAN
OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT CUM
MEMBER SECRETARY, RAJASTHAN
MEDICARE RELIEF SOCIETY,
SAWAI MAN SINGH HOSPITAL, JAIPUR

[Sawai ManSingh Road, Tonk road, Jaipur, Rajasthan 302001]
[Phone 0141-2518222, 2560291, Email-ms.smshospital @gmail.com]

NOTICE INVITING BID (UBN No. MCJ 1920 GLOB00143)

Sealed Single Stage Two- envelpes unconditional online Bids for One Year Rate
Contract, are invited on behalf of the Governor of Rajasthan for the procurement of
Goods as listed below, from manufacturers/ importers/ distributors/ authorized
dealers/ stockiest/ bona fide dealers/ Marketing company/ Agents up to 5.00 PM on
20.1.2020.

S.N. Name of Goods Estimated Cost Amount of Price of Bid RISL
for one Year Bid Security Document Processing
(Rs Crores) Money (Rs) (Rs) Fee (Rs)

1. Cochlear Implants 5.00 10,00,000.00 1000/- 1000/-

Details of NIB, Bidding Schedule, conditions and Bidding Document may be seen
on the website of the State Public Procurement Portal http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in
or e-procurement portal http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and may be downloaded

from there.
Sd/-

DIPR/C/11061/2019 SUPERINTENDENT CUM MEMBER SECRETARY

Goyal toindustry: Tell me which
nations are using non-tariff barriers

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 20

COMMERCE MINISTER Piyush
Goyal Friday asked the industry
for details of non-tariff trade bar-
riers imposed by other countries
onIndia’s exports,adding that the
government was notafraid toim-
plement retaliatory measures.
India has initiated a review of its
free trade agreements (FTAs) and
isexamining these trade barriers,
according to him.

“I have been pleading ...
please tellme which countryis us-
ing any trade remedial measure
or non-tariff barrier which im-
pacts your exports to that coun-
try,” said Goyal at the 92nd FICCI
Annual Convention.

“The government is willing to
stand by you. The government is
willing to look at retaliatory action.
The government is willing to im-
pose similar ... trade remedial
measures. We will learn from the
NTBs (non-tariff barriers) that
others are setting up against your

‘USE DOMESTICALLY-MADE RAW MATERIALS’

B The Commerce Minister
also encouraged industry
representatives to use
domestically-made raw
materials

exports and we may learn a few
things (about) what India needs
todo,” he said.

Goyal also encouraged indus-
try representatives present at the
event to use domestically-manu-
factured raw materials over im-
ported products, evenif they cost
more, to support other players in
the value chain. “Somewhere, all
of us will have to invigorate that
nationalist spirit that we care for
India, we care for the future of all
the industry in India,” he said.

He further urged the industry
to invest in innovations in “every
aspect of business and industry so
that the competitive edge of in-
dustry isimproved”.

Compared to other countries,

B MSME Minister Nitin
Gadkari said he was
“saddened” that India was
importing coal, newsprint
and other commodities

India’s investment inresearchand
development is only around 0.6-
0.7 per cent of its GDP. This is be-
low the expenditure of countries
like the US, China, Israel and Korea,
he said. According to the minister,
the industry and the government
would have to work together to-
wards solutions to help the coun-
try become a $5 trillion economy.

Ina separate panel discussion
during the convention, Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSME) Minister Nitin Gadkari
said he was “saddened” that the
country was importing coal,
newsprint and other commodi-
tiesdespite having the indigenous
capacity for these products.

“I am saddened to see huge

10-yr bond yield falls after RBI ‘twist’

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI,DECEMBER 20

THEYIELD on 10-year benchmark
bond Friday fell 13 basis points
(bps) to 6.60 per cent after the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) de-
cided to conduct its version of
‘Operation Twist’ for the purchase
and sale of government securities
under Open Market Operations
(OMO)forRs 10,000 crore each on
December 23.

Bond yields have been rising

after the central bank unexpect-
edly left key rates unchanged on
December 5, even asit slashed its
forecast for economic growth to
its lowest in over a decade.

‘Operation Twist' is the name
given to a US Federal Reserve
monetary policy operation that
involved the purchase and sale of
government securities to boost
the economy by bringing down
long-term interest rates.

The RBI has decided to pur-
chase Rs 10,000 crore worth of
one security — the 6.45 per cent

GS 2029. This is a long term 10-
year bond. On the sell side, it has
proposed to sell four securities for
a total of Rs 10,000 crore — 6.65
per cent GS 2020, 7.80 per cent GS
2020, 8.27 per cent GS 2020 and
8.12 per cent GS 2020. All these
four securities are short term, and
maturing in 2020.

Meanwhile, the rupee fell by 9
paise to close at 71.12 against the
USdollaron Friday due to a steady
rise in crude oil prices, strong dol-
lar overseas and the RBI decision
to conduct a special OMO.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SW)II
DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
NEAR DWARKA, WTP, DWARKA, NEW DELHI-110043

NIT No.39(19-20)
Item No. 01 & 02

S. Name of work Amount EMD & Completion Date of release Last Date /time
No Put to TENDER Period of tender in e- receipt of tender
Tender FEE procurement through e-
solution Procurement Solution
1 Re-Boring of 05 Nos. Tubewells at Gali No.11 (Tubewell No.73) Rs Rs.76,600/- 120 Days 19.12.2019, 03.01.2020
A-Block, Gali No.04 K-Block, Prabhu Wala Bore Opposite CISF 38,27,051/- & 5:00 PM onward Up to 3:00 PM

Camp Tubewell No. 71), Near Prakash CTR house A-Block and

Rs.500/-

K-Block Near DDA Park, Mahipalpur Extn. in Bijwasan
Constituency under EE(SW)-I1 (2019_DJB_185977_1)

NIT along with all the terms & conditions is available on DJB Web Site https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 686/2019-20

Sd/-

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SW) I

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL MARKETING

Ph. No. 0141-2227115
No. 48696-48699

Pant Krishi Bhawan, JAIPUR (Raj)
E-Mail-dir.dam @rajasthan.gov.in

Dated: 12.12.2019

NOTICE INVITING BID (NIB-02-05/2019-20)
E-Bids are invited up to 6.00P.M. of 06.01.2020 for procurement of equipments, instruments on rate contract
on behalf of office of the Director, Department of Agricultural Marketing, Pant Krishi Bhawan, Jaipur for rate
contract period of 18 Months. Details may be seen in the Bidding Document at the office of the Director,

Department of Agricultural
"sppp-rajasthan.gov.in"

Marketing,
or

Jaipur or

State Public Procurement
"https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in" or

website
website

Portal

"www.mandi.agriculture.rajasthan.gov.in" The bidding document may be downloaded from either of the
above websites and uploaded duly filled in with payment of Rs. 2000 (Rs. 1000 for SSI Unit of Rajasthan)
through banker's cheque/demand draft, in favour of Director, Department of Agricultural Marketing, payable
at Jaipur.Details of bid are following:-

SN BID Title
1 Grain Physical (Morphological) Analyser

2 Oil Testing Machine- NIR/Grain Analyser
3 Mobile Cleaning and Sorting Machine (2 TPH) with

Generator 20 KVA

4 Weighing Scale (200Kg) Integrated to e-NAM with POS

DIPR/C/10915/2019

NIB Reference No
DAM1920A0394

DAM1920A0395
DAM1920A0396

DAM1920A0397

UBN No
DAM1920GLRC00668

DAM1920GLRC00669
DAM1920GLOB00670

DAM1920GLOB00671

Sd/-
Addl. Director

Department of Agricultural Marketing

Rajasthan, Jaipur

imports... Itisamatterof concern
that we have capacity to export
huge coal but we are importingit.
Coal can be transported from
Paradip port to Kandla for power
plants in the Western region.

“This will bring down power
prices by 35 to 40 paise per unit,”
he said. India has the potential for
huge bamboo plantation which
could revive the country’s domes-
tic paper mills and be exported as
well, he said.

Plansare in motion to push the
turnover of khadi and village in-
dustries to Rs 2 lakh crore in the
next five years from Rs 75,000
crore currently, Gadkari added.

He also urged the industry to
take advantage of the difficulties
faced by China, “besides an in-
crease in cost”, to grab a larger
share of global trade. “China hasa
good record in trade business and
accounts for 17 per cent of the
global exports. Our shareis barely
2.6 per cent. We have an opportu-
nity to take it to 8 to 10 per cent
..We should eye at increasing our
share,” he said. WITHPTI
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Gopinath on Indian
economy: We're seeing
weakness in investment

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 20

HIGH FREQUENCY indicators
have dampened hopes of revival
of India’s economy in the near fu-
ture, according to International
Monetary Fund chief economist
Gita Gopinath. There is a need to
fix problems on the financing side
as well as improving the senti-
ment of the industry, she said.

There has been a “steep”
slowing in private sector demand,
with growth in the last couple of
quarters relying “quite heavily”
on the government sector, she
said at the 92nd FICCI Annual
Convention Friday. A “sharp”
weakness ininvestmentand con-
sumption growthanda “big” cut-
back in imports have also indi-
cated this low demand in the
economy, she added.

“Looking at some of the high
frequency indicators, we are not
seeing the kind of uptick we pro-
jected,” Gopinath said. Earlier this
week, Gopinath had announced
thatIndia’s economic growth es-

Land area requirement
norms for SEZs relaxed

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 20

THE MINISTRY of Commerce and
Industry on Friday amended the
existing legal framework for spe-
cial economiczones(SEZ)inIndia,
inamove expected tomakeiteas-
ier to attract investments and
boost exports. The amendments
simplify and relax the minimum
land arearequirementtosetupan
SEZ and their categorisation.
Consequent to three recent
amendments, the minimum land
area required for setting up a
multi-product SEZ has been re-

vised to 50 hectares (ha) from
500 ha earlier. In case an SEZ is
proposed to be set up in Assam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Arunachal
Pradesh, Mizoram, Manipur, Tri-
pura, Himachal Pradesh, Uttara-
khand, Sikkim, Goa or in a union
territory, area shall be 25 ha or
more. “Minimum built-up area
requirements for services have
also been significantly reduced,”
a Ministry spokesperson said.
Following the amendments,
all existingand new SEZs become
multi-sector SEZs, “thereby en-
abling coexistence of a SEZ unit
from any sector along with any
other SEZ unit,” the official said.

‘Lenskart raising over
$231 mn in fresh funding’

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 20

LENSKART IS raising Rs 1,645
crore ($231.42 million) in fresh
funding led by SoftBank Vision
Fund (SVF), according to the com-
pany’s RoC filings sourced from
business signals platform paper.vc.
The investment, which is part of
the firm’s Series G round of financ-
ing, is estimated to give it a post-
money valuation of $1.5 billion,
said Jayraj Patel, analyst at paper.vc.

In September, the Faridabad-
based eyewear retailer had raised
around Rs400 crore from Kedaara
Capital, fetching it the ‘unicorn’
status. The latest financing takes
its total fund tally to over $400 mil-
lion. Lenskart’s narrowed its losses
by 76 per cent to Rs 27.88 crore in
the year to March 2019. Revenue
from operations rose to Rs 474.28
crorein FY19 fromRs 292.35 crore
inFY18. Total expenses of the firm,
however, rose toRs 514.15 crorein
FY19 compared toRs428.97 crore
in the previous year. FE

ACHARYA TULSI REGIONAL CANCER TREATMENT
AND RESEARCH INSTITUTE, BIKANER
(REGIONAL CANCER CENTER)
ASSOCIATED GROUP OF HOSPITALS,

S.P. MEDICAL COLLEGE, BIKANER 334003 (RAJ.)
Ref No. RT/ATRI/BKN/19/905 Date: 13.12.2019

REQUIREMENT

For Consultant, Nuclear Medicine
Application from suitable candidates on plain paper supporting with
documentary evidences are invited for attachment/ appointment as
consultant, Nuclear Medicine, in this Institute having following qualifications:
1. Essential academic : MBBS with Diploma in Radiation
Qualification required Medicine (DRM)/MD (Nuclear Medicine)

2. Monthly fixed Salary  : Rs. 2,00,000/- Per Month

The application should reach in this Institute latest by 31.01.2020
through email (dirrccraj@gmail.com) or by post. Selection shall be
made by a committee headed by Principal S.P. Medical College,
Bikaner. No. TA/DA shall be permissible for attending interview.

Sd/-
(Dr. M.R. Bardia)
Director
Acharya Tulsi Regional Cancer
Treatment & Research Institute,
Bikaner

timates would see a “significant
downward” revision by IMFE.

The country’s consolidated
fiscal deficit, combining the
Centre and states, is “one of the
highest in the G20” and borrow-
ing costs are high, said Gopinath.
“So it’s not a free lunch and this
has tobe carefully managed,” she
said.

“What we are seeing right
now is weakness in investment,
and if there is prolonged weak-
ness in investment, that, by con-
struction, affects potential gro-
wth,” she said, adding thatIndia’s
business sentiment was better in
2014-15 compared with 2019.

“To get manufacturing off the
ground and for India to have a big-
ger presence on the export stage,
that would require another set of
very big reforms. There are im-
portant reforms that are needed
with respect to land acquisition,
with respect to labour laws and
it's hard to generate an ecosystem
where you could end up with
large scale manufacturing... with-
out these kinds of reforms taking
place,” the senior IMF official said.

CARE Ratings
MD Rajesh
Mokashi resigns

New Delhi: CARE Ratings on Friday
said its Managing Director Rajesh
Mokashi has tendered his resig-
nation. Mokashi was sent on leave
by the company in July. The order
had said that he would be onleave
till the company had examined an
anonymous complaint against
him sent to the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi).
“While the board of CARE
Ratings at today’s (Friday) meet-
ing have taken on record the said
resignation, the same is without
prejudice to the ongoing examina-
tion of anonymous complaints for-
warded to CARE Ratings Ltd and
any action, if required to be taken
pursuant thereto,” the agency said
in aregulatory filing. T N Arun
Kumar will continue to act as the
interim CEO of the firm. PTI

BRIEFLY

Bharat Bond
ETFgarners
£12,000crore

New Delhi: The Bharat Bond
ETF closed for subscription
Friday with over-subscrip-
tion of 1.7 times, garnering
Rs 12,000 crore to be utilised
for capex of PSUs.

OYOappoints
Ankit Gupta
asCO0

New Delhi: OYO Hotels &
Homes Friday said ithas ap-
pointed Ankit Gupta as chief
operating officer and senior
vice president forits coliving,
rental homes and self-oper-
ated hotel businesses in
Indian and South Asia. PTI

Trump: Had
‘very good talk’
with Xiontrade

Washington: US President
Donald Trump said Friday
he had a “very good talk”
with Chinese counterpart Xi
Jinping on a partial resolu-
tion of their nations’ trade
war, but did not give a date
for the “phase one” deal. AFP

USeconomy
grows steadily
inthird quarter

Washington: US economic
growthroseinthird quarter,
the Commerce Department
said Friday, with gross do-
mestic product rising at an
unrevised 2.1 per centannu-
alised rate. REUTERS

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT.OF N.C.T.OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINNER (NW) I
H-BLOCK: SECTOR-15: ROHINI: DELHI-110089
PH: 27851040 (E-MAIL eenw2.djb@gmail.com)

PRESS NIT No. 46 (2019-20)
Press Notice Tender

S. Name of Work Amount put  Earnest

No to Money /
Tender Tender Fee

1. Augmentation of water supply system at Phirni road near Rs. Rs. 65,300/-

NDPL office to Aggarwal sweet Pehladpur village in AC- 32,63,680/- Rs. 500/-

07 Bawana constituency under EE(NW)-II

2. P/L DI water line in Mamoorpur Krishna Nagar Colony in Rs.
AC-01 Narela under EE(NW)-II (Re-invite) 32,84,900/-

Rs. 65,700/-
Rs. 500/-

Date of release of
teder in procurement
Solution/ I.D. No.

Last date/time of
receipt of bid through
e-prcurement solution

Further details in this regard can be seen at (http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in)

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. /683/2019-20

18.12.2019 30.12.2019
2019_DJB_ 185886_1 Upto 3.00 PM
18.12.2019 30.12.2019
2019_DJB_185890_1 Upto 3.00 PM
Sd/-

Executive Engineer (NW) I
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From the Heavens Above

STARWARS : EPISODE IX- THE
RISE OF SKYWALKER

1. 2.0.8,

Director: J J Abrams

Cast: Daisy Ridley, Adam Driver, Carrie
Fisher, Mark Hamilton, John Boyega, Oscar
Isaac, Richard Grant, Joonas Suotamo,
Anthony Daniels, Lupita Nyong'o, lan
Mcdiarmid

SHUBHRAGUPTA

THERE IS a reason why the Star Wars fran-
chise is called a space opera: everything
happens in a galaxy far, far away, and almost
everything—the rattle of sabres, the stomp-
ing of the storm-troopers, the squeak of the
droids, the innumerable skirmishes and
chases on land and air—is accompanied by
swelling operatic riffs.

Episode IX is the third of the trilogy (The
Force Awakens and The Last Jedi), and the fi-

It’s the Season

BLACK CHRISTMAS

Director: Sophia Takal
Cast: Imogen Poots, Aleyse Shannon, Lily
Donoghue, Brittany O'Grady, Caleb Eberhardt

BEN KENIGSBERG

IF ALL you wanted for Christmas was a
smarter Black Christmas, you are in luck. The
director Sophia Takal, who wrote the screen-
play with the film critic April Wolfe, has
taken the 1974 Canadian sorority slasher
standard — remade once before, in 2006 —
and run with it, emerging with a movie sig-
nificantly different in style and tone fromits
source. This Black Christmas speaks to an era
of campus curriculum debates and a national
reckoning over the reporting of sexual as-
sault. (Takal says she drew inspiration from
the Kavanaugh hearings.) Instead of prank
phone calls, it has strangers sliding into your
direct messages.

The bustle of activity mitigates a central
implausibility of earlier versions, whose
characters seemed slow to notice the miss-
ing women. The sorority’s sisters are prepar-
ing for a talent show at which they plan to
call out a graduated frat boy who raped the
heroine, Riley (Imogen Poots), and escaped
punishment. (This time, the police’s hand-
waving of complaints is not portrayed as
funny.) Kris (Aleyse Shannon) is circulating
a petition against a plummy professor (Cary
Elwes) who favours white male authors.

Some of the new ideas are silly. Bows and
arrows are tough to make look scary on-
screen, and a supernatural element — the
college’s founder dabbled in the dark arts —
undermines the movie’s grounding in the
here and now.

But if the 2019 Black Christmas is not
nearly as chilling as the original, it is gen-
uinely barbed as gender satire, and it clev-
erly pre-empts obvious outrage. Horrified
men may consider that its assessment is no
more damning than that of “The Stepford
Wives,” a male creation. They might also
ponder that they are now forced to answer
for self-appointed defenders of the “mascu-
line spirit” like the Canadian academic Jordan
Peterson, at whose worldview this Black
Christmas takes implicit aim. NYT

nal episode of the Legend of Skywalker.Only  the
those who are die-hard fans will remember
the order and the sequence of the films,and  But
have an instant reckoner of

the characters that flitinand

evil intentions of the Dark Lord of Sith

(Mcdiarmid)and hisicy lieutenant (Grant).

before Rey gets to her target, she has to
contend with Kylo Ren
(Driver), who seems to

out of this mammoth saga, How different can stand between her and her
which began more than one space chase be destiny. Or is he?
forty years back. For some-  from another? This is just the bare
one like me, who has seen . bones of a film stuffed with
every single film, and will Why, by making at overused Star Wars tropes-
continue to do so because, least one absolutely and-plotlines you can think
ixlvell, nostalgia, apgl, well, spectacular: the of, but th:ltAbram_s doesis
OW can you not, it’s more to keep things moving very
about curiosity—howdoes ~ Screen explodes swiftly. How different can
thisend? Doesitendatall? jnan orange ball one space chase be from an-
The film opens on a other? Why, by making at
brisk note. Rey (Ridley) is of fire, a.nd you least one absolutely
hard atwork, beingtrained  €Xhale, just at that spectacular: the screen ex-
under the kindly but firm very minute plodes in an orange ball of

eye of Princess Leia (Fisher).
Soon enough she and her
mates, crack pilot Poe (Isaac) and ex-
stormtrooper Finn (Boyega) are out and
about, taxed with saving the universe from

fire, and you exhale, just at
that very minute.

But the reason why this one works (as
opposed to the many editions which were
overpowered by clanking machines) is be-

cause of the emotional connects it creates
with us. You feel for our old pal C-3PO
(Daniels is the only actor to have appeared
inevery film of the series) as it yanks hard at
its memory banks. You are anxious
when the furry Chewbacca (Suotamo) is
taken prisoner.

But most of all you feel for the two peo-
ple who are at the heart of this film, Rey and
Ren, as they clash, come close, pull apart, ex-
ploring the strange bond between them.
There’s one scene between the two, when
there is silence, broken only by their words,
that is the most powerful of the film. And
even if I did guess what's coming (this is
what comes of too much familiarity), I still
exited the theatre smiling.

And psst, maybe it was the end, and
maybe not. A little giveaway strand in the
climax hints at fresh adventures, so I'm
guessing there will be more: after all, there
are so many galaxies even farther away.

shubhra.gupta@expressindia.com

Big, Bang, Whimper

DABANGG 3
*

Director: Prabhu Deva
Cast: Salman Khan, Sudeep, Sonakshi
Sinha, Arbaaz Khan, Saiee Manjrekar

THE ONLY reason to watch the third edi-
tion of Dabangg is to see if Chulbul
Pandey urf Salman Khan still has any
chulbulahat left in him, that thing that
made the first two fairly enjoyable de-
spite their utterly predictable arcs.

But this one, which has a long back-
story of how Chulbul came to be called
Chulbul, is not just a dreary mish-mash
of the previous ones; it’s also a cringe-
fest. The flashback takes us many years
back to when our hero falls for a sweet
young thing (Manjrekar), who when not
smiling and simpering, has ambitions of
further studies. Woh padhai karegi, aur
hum uski rakhwali: Rakhwali? The poor
thing will have no agency apart from
batting her lashes and studying like
a good girl? You're kidding, right,
Pandey ji?

Of course not. This is not the kind of
film which sees any problem with the
hero doing rakhwali of the heroine.
What else are heroes for? Even the bad
guy, Balli Singh (Sudeep), knows his fate:
he will get to be the villain and given an
army of henchmen, illegal mines, and a
side-business of prostitution,and some
dialogues. But he knows, and we know,
how it will all end.

Therest of it plays out like any other
Bhai film minus the bits and pieces of
comic-book fun that kept the first two
Dabanggs afloat. Director Prabhu Deva'’s
signature moves are visible not just in
the bump-and-grind numbers, but also
in the fight sequences, and everywhere
else in the film. The lowest common
denominator is reached over
and over again: fart jokes, camera lin-
gering on female  bosoms
(sexism, here it comes), juvenile jokes
which curdle as soon as they are out of
the mouth (haha, not), a phalanx of
bare-bodied baddies all painted black,
and shining with oil (racism, natch),and
in one sequence, a urinating arc from
three male orifices, the farthest one
belonging, of course, no prizes for
guessing, to our dabangg. Size matters,
right? Sheesh.

When, right in the beginning, our
Chulbul gave us a glimpse of his incred-
ibly muscled legs, I thought, wait up, is
this one really going to be different? No

Director Prabhu Deva’s
signature moves are visible
not just in the bump-and-
grind numbers, but also

in the fight sequences, and
everywhere else in

the film

bare chest? Of course not. We get two
for the price of one, Sudeep’s as well as
Salman’s. Sorry bros, ain’t workin’.
Arbaaz’s younger brother, Makkhi, is
also same old. The only thing that has

any energy is the shimmy-shake-shake
item number (of course there’s one )and
asingle solitary jokey sequence is broad
but effective ; all else is wallpaper.

At one point, Sonakshi’s coy ‘biwi’
Rajjo, all printed saris and dhaage-wali
cholis’, tells Chulbul: main woh 70s/ 80s
wali baat nahi karoongi. Looks like some-
one forgot the script, because it is unbe-
lievable that Bollywood is still making
these movies at the end of the decade,
outdated, mothballed, insisting on
making women wait for their rakhwalas.

No pyaar, no thappad, and
even Shirtless Salman eliciting only
muted seeties. What's left then?

SG
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DVD & BLu-rAY
ALL THE MONEY IN THE WORLD
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Under a Spell

THE WITCHER (NETFLIX)
1 2. 0.8

Created by: Lauren Schmidt Hissrich
Cast: Henry Cavill, Anya Chalotra and
Freya Allan

EKTAAMALIK

EVERY MAJOR streaming network is trying
to fill the huge Game of Thrones shaped hole
that now exists in pop culture. Amazon
Prime attempted Carnival Row, replete with
fae, elves and other beasts; Apple TV has See,
where they blend science fiction with a
dystopian vibe; and we now have Netflix
throwing in their hat with The Witcher. The
eight-part series, which is based on Polish
author Andrzej Sapkowski’s books and short
stories, is no Game of Thrones, but is a riveting
fantasy show in its own right. Superman
Henry Cavill is the titular Witcher, Geralt Of
Rivia, a mutant, and a skilled swordsman,
who hunts monsters for money. The ‘White
Wolf, as he is often addressed, is shunned by
society on the continent, but he is not the
only one. The dominant humans dispense
the same treatment to anyone who is ‘differ-
ent’, beit elves, dwarves, gifted people or su-
pernatural beasts. The ‘them vs us’ narrative
is sown early on in the show and it only gets
magnified as it progresses.

Sufficiently tortured and a master of the
brooding act, Geralt of Rivia is on a quest as
he travels the continent, killing one monster
after another. His cold exterior hides a heart
of gold (why are we not surprised?) and he
believes in reforming and saving monsters
rather than killing them. His paths cross with
Yennefer of Vengerberg, played by British-
Indian actor Anya Chalotra. Yennefer is a
skilled ‘mage’ (magician) who has her own
past demons to exorcise and who is on a sim-
ilar quest. But even as they deal with life-
threatening situations amidst hair-raising
action sequences, the quest lingers on. The
missing piece of the puzzle is teenaged
Princess Ciri, who is bound to both of them,
unknown to them. Go figure.

We meet haranguing creatures, a
kikimora, a golden dragon, a djinn, a suc-
cubus, adoppleganger and many others, each
more horrifying than the last. The world
building in The Witcher is on point, as we see

many expansive outdoor locales, quite a wel-
come break from the otherwise grey and dark
toned Game of Thrones and its ilk. Influences
of Slavic mythology are all too apparent, and
we can assure you, they are here to stay. The
geeks and the nerds of the world have found
their new Dungeons and Dragons. The other
thing that is now crystal clear, Game of Thrones
is now a certified genre, and given its mam-
moth success and impact, it’s little wonder
that every network wishes to cash in oniit.

It's heartening to see women leading the
way — Queen Calanthe wields her sword
with abandon as she meets with the
Nilfgaard army, Yennefer too matches Geralt
step by step in battle — though the repetitive
violence and bloodshed might make
you cringe.

Themes of migration, acceptance and a
new global-world order are recurring in the
show. The narrative could well be set in to-
day’s time, and not some Slavic ancient folk-
lore and myth alone. There is also a nod to
the haves and the havenots.

Aheaving emotional speech by Yennefer,
who too has been a victimised by society for
her differences — she was sold for four marks
by her family — sets you thinking about
Shylock’s famous speech in Shakespeare’s
Merchant of Venice. In a corrupt and cruel
world, where everyone is talking about ex-
clusivity and expulsion, Geralt’s code of con-
duct and morality serve as a beacon of hope
and inspiration. Wish we could have some-
thing similar to Geralt Of Rivia, Greta
Thunberg comes quite close though.

The Witcher works because it sticks
supremely close to the source material of the
books, which have quite a cult following in
Poland and Eastern Europe. The details are
quite right, as Sapkowski is a creative con-
sultant on the show. The intrigue factor is
kept sufficiently high, without resorting to
sensational gimmickry, though there is am-
ple nudity and bloodshed. What The Witcher
might lackin scale, it definitely makes up for
in heart and hope.

Henry Cavill works as the silver haired
Witcher, with his voice tempered to arather
husky, gravelly tenor but we would have
liked more of his backstory. With a second
season already been greenlit, there is ample
time for that.

ektaa.malik@expressindia.com

Sisterhood of the
Travelling Pants

INVISIBLE LIFE

Director: Karim Ainouz
Cast: Julia Stockler, Carol Duarte, Flavia
Gusméo, Anténio Fonseca and Hugo Cruz

GLENN KENNY

THERE’S SUCH a disconcerting rush of lush
imagery and action in the first 40 minutes or
so of Invisible Life that one is apt to wonder
whether there’s any kind of focused narra-
tive. But the casual misdirection s setting the
viewer up for an emotional kill.

The Brazilian movie, based on a popular
novel by Marta Batalha and directed by
Karim Ainouz, begins with two sisters sitting
onamountaintop; beyond them, you can see
Rio de Janeiro’s Christ the Redeemer statue.
They lose each other on the way down. But
not for good — or not yet.

Guida (Julia Stockler), lively and small of
stature, has just discovered guys, and she’s
crazy about one in particular, Iorgos, a Greek
sailor. Euridice (Carol Duarte), tall, thin, in-
tense, is a talented pianist intent on study-
ing at a Vienna conservatory. This being the
early 1950s, their father Manuel, a baker, is-
n’t thrilled about either girl’s activities. Their
mother, Ana, doesn’t dare a word against her
husband. So the sisters confide in each other,
advise each other, love each other uncondi-
tionally — although they drive each other
crazy in plain sight.

The household is upended when Guida
elopes with lorgos, sailing across the Atlantic.
Euridice is pushed into a marriage with a
family friend, Antenor (Gregorio Duvivier),
who will keep her in Rio. On the day of her
wedding, an older woman advises the vir-
ginal Euridice — who, unlike Guida, had lit-
tle interest in matters carnal — on male de-
sire. Their wedding-night scene yields one
of the movie’s most startling sights, a shot of
a substantial male erection from an angle ap-
propriate to a 3D movie. And thisisnota 3D

movie. Antenor is an ardent lover, which in-
trigues Euridice for a bit.

Then Guida returns to Brazil, abandoned
and visibly pregnant. Manuel disowns her,
banishes her,and worst, lies to her. He tells her
Euridiceis in Europe, studying piano. The drop-
ping of this shoe, then, puts the narrative ona
straightaway and tragically explains the title.

Guida finds ahome in a vibrant slum, finds
friends there, puts together alife. All the while
she writes letters to her sister in “Europe,” in
care of her parents’ address. Manuel and Ana
hide the letters and say nothing to Euridice,
who begins to obsess about Guida, hiring a
private detective to track her. Her stress af-
fects her piano playing; once-tolerant hus-
band Antenor gets fed up regularly and even-
tually goes full patriarch. The movie’s most
virtuosic scene is also its most excruciating.
Euridice is dining with her father (it’s a tense
lunch) at a restaurant where Guida is turned
away. Each woman'’s child, a stranger to the
other, takes in the wonders of the restaurant’s
fish tank side by side.

Invisible Life is a modern melodrama
that'’s proud to be one. Its mix of vivid period
detail and raw frankness about sexuality and
poverty and women’s oppression is heady
and bracing; its depiction of female friend-
ship and love is pointedly ferocious. The
movie also makes a strong case that men are
a leading cause of what was once called
manic depressive psychosis in women. NYT
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CROSSWORD 3994

ACROSS DOWN

1 Channel without water, 1 Itprovesoddly gay(8)
we hear (6) 2 Seekhelp concerning

4 Inawayitrepays harshness(8)

9 Not off upon a visit, but ready
tomake one(2,4)

10 This time yesterday (8)

12 Villain putting squeeze
ontheleader(4)

13 Jar-inwhich to put coal (5)

14 Itwasinform when
very young (4)

17 Upset when given an open
transfer (7,5)

20 Harmonious plan to brighten
up the home, perhaps(6,6)

23 Bring in a number to help -
sharp! (4)

24 Sees food ina ship (5)

25 Ruthasaninfant? (4)

28 Habits found in one back
street(8)

29 Got the wrong part of a city (6)

30 Standard-bearer (8)

31 Employment exchanges? (6)

something on the menu (8)

3 Lied about being out
of work (4)

5 Amoving experience that will
not take one far (5,7)

6 Hisvictimslose heart(4)

7 Raid onraid, perhaps(6)

8 Acted sleepily as the new day
breaks (6)

11 Scene of military
operations? (4,8)

15 Sailor has half a bottle with a
male superior (5)

16 Actasa paid informer(5)

18 Act when some comeinlate(8)

19 Liberal - one urges reform (8)

21 Highrise central blockin
France (6)

22 Where a girl turns up
after six (6)

26 Thunderous applause? (4)

27 Burn the fish (4)

Solutions Crossword 3993: Across: 1Grass, 4 Go-ahead, 8 Mug, 9 Poorhouse, 10

Eustace, 11 Erupt, 13 Squall, 15 Method, 18 Irate, 19 Alberta, 21 Economist, 23 Ton, 24
Staunch, 25 Elect. Down: 1Gimlets, 2 Angostura, 3 Sepia, 4 Glower, 5 Athlete, 6 Emu,
7 Dwelt, 12 Usherette, 14 Lie down, 16 Dragnet, 17 Garish, 18 Items, 20 Bathe, 22 Ova.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get

the answer for the given quip.

None honestly and few heroically. - Clarence Darrow (4,4)
TTWEE SUNLIT
DPSEI ILSYFM

MOLIE( dUIE]) - 'A[[EDI0IY M3 PUB A[ISUOY JJI| J9IUI JUON :JoMSUY

ASINI'T “LTNSNI ‘@d1dS TIIML ‘NOLLNTOS

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

SUDOKU 4066

Difficulty Level 5s
Instructions

Tosolve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
must appear in each of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows and in each of the
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level

1s =Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s =
Genius

SOLUTION SUDOKU 4065

GOVERNMENT OF NCT OF DELHI

OFFICE OF THE DISTT. ELECTION OFFICER:
DISTRICT CENTRAL 14, DARYA GANJ,
NEW DELHI-110002
No.F. DEO/C/1096/Tent-Elec./2020/2790 dated:13/12/19
E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE
E-Tenders (Online tenders) are invited by the District
Election Officer (Central) Delhi on behalf of the President
of India from reputed firms/Companies/ Proprietors having
minimum average turnover of Rs. Two Crore for the 3
three years and proven experience/capabilities of election
work or other similar nature of work done in the past for
supply of Tentages/Electrical items, goods and related
services are required for setting up Counting Centres,
Election training Centres, at Sir C.V. Raman ITI, Dheerpur,
Dte. Of Trg. & Tech. Edu. GNCTD and FLC Centre at
warehouse, community Centre, Timarpur & Tin Sheet
barricading etc. at different places of District Central, Delhi
for ensuring Delhi Assembly Election-2020, for all 07
Assembly Constituency under jurisdiction of District
Central.

TENDER ID NUMBER: 2019_REV_185645_1

The Last Date of submission of e-bid is 30/12/2019 at 11.00 AM

More details please Vvisit
https://govitprocurment.delhi.gov.in

e-tender website

Sd/-
SDM (ELECTION)

DIP/Shabdarth/1157/19-20 DISTIRCT-CENTRAL

GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH,
WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER
MAHANADI GODAWARI BASIN

RAIPUR (C.G.)

e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE
eProcurement Portal: https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in

CORRIGENDUM No. 01
Following Amendment is made in System Tender No.:-
59064 / NIT No.: 30/SAC/2019-20, Durg, Dated:
09.12.2019 Name of work RENOVATION OF
NANKATTI DIVERSION HEAD WORK, AND
REMODELING & LINING OF CANAL WITH
CONSTRUCTION OF 08 NOS V.R.B.,01 NOS
D.C., 19 NOS INLET, 12 NOS COLABA FIXING
IN BLOCK AND DISTRICT DURG....

Earlier P'ublished Ammendment

Bid Start Date and time: Bid Start Date and time:
16.12.2019, 17:31 Hours 17.12.2019, 17:31 Hour

Bid Due Date and time: Bid Due Date and time:
30.12.2019, 17:30 Hours 31.12.2019, 17:30 Hours

All other terms and condition will be unchanged,

G.No...75720 Sd/-
Executive Engineer
Tandula Water Resources Division,
Durg (C.G.)
For, Chief Engineer,
Mahanadi Godavari Basin, Raipur (CG.)
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DAY TODAY

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Somewhat
challenging
planetary patterns
relate to life’s

pleasures in curious ways. The

celestial advice is therefore to
set out to indulge yourself
with determination and
discipline. Cultural and high-
brow outings will provide
excellent stimulation.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
There still seems to
be too much
uncertainty about
personal decisions

and choices. There really is no

pointin trying to get others to
sign on the dotted line just yet.

There is plenty of time before

final arrangements must be

reached, so wait and see what
happens next week.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
If you have your wits
about you, and you
certainly should,
nobody will be able
to get the better of you or pull
the wool over your eyes. You
may be angry one minute, the
very essence of charm the
next. If other people are
confused, it's because they can’t
keep up with you.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
Partners or close
companions are
certainly not as cold
or hostile as they

sometimes seem. Your best

policy is to stop worrying about
other people and look after your
own affairs. Once you have
sorted out your top priorities
and principles then you will be
able to extend proper help to
those in need.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
If you ever dreamt of
living overseas or far
from home, now
could be the perfect
moment to investigate the
available options. Also, do make
sure that any travel plans are
sufficiently adventurous to
satisfy your bold and confident
spirit. Also, be sure to listen to
anolder relation’s words
of wisdom.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
You're entitled to
feel annoyed,
but your behaviour
should be carefully

considered. You are torn

between making a public

song and dance on the one

hand, and keeping yourself to
yourself on the other. Perhaps
you should wear your mystical
or spiritual convictions on
your sleeve.

BY PETER VIDAL

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Your best optionis to
take expert or legal
advice before you go
any further. Your
social optimism should be
boundless, but you may be so
carried away that you double-
book yourself or otherwise take
on too many commitments.
Catch up with old friends -
someone is waiting to hear
fromyou.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Contentment, itis
said, comes from
totalimmersionin
worthwhile

activities. This should be a busy

day, one to take on more
responsibilities. You may
stretch yourself to the limit, for
the more you accomplish now,
the more time you will have to
relax and enjoy yourself over
the coming days.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
The winds of change
are blowing through
your relationships.
The whole point

about the current situation is

that you must learn to listen.

You must also try to

understand other people’s

feelings and points of

view without being

unnecessarily judgmental.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23

-Jan 20)

Some of the

strongest regions in
your chart concern home, work
and money. The problem is how
best to integrate all these
different areas. One
interpretation suggests that if
you work harder, you'll be able
to pay for an improvement at
home sooner than you thought.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21-

Feb19)

It's anideal day for

short excursions and
meetings, and pleasant
agreements could be
concluded. Insist that everyone
conforms to your ideas as to
what is practical and possible,
and they all will prosper.
However, whether they agree
with you is another matter.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
You know whatitis
like to be caught off
guard, and if
someone takes
advantage today, it could be
over a matter of money. That
said, thisis a superb time for
improvements in family
relationships and a step upin
your living conditions. Start by
fixing everything that'sin
need of repair.

OBITUARY

HC/GD, Sukhdev Singh, Police Medal for
Gallantry of 209, COBRA made the
supreme sacrifice during a counter-Maoist
operation in the area of Vill- Bundu, U/Ps-
Sonua, Distt- West Singhbhum (JKD) on
21st December, 2011. The CRPF proudly
remembers the braveheart who laid down
his life at the altar of duty while fighting with

HC/GD

SUKHDEV
SINGH the Force.

maoists. His courage and bravery would
remain an abiding source of inspiration for

IG & All Ranks of COBRA

Martyr of CISF on 21st December

HC/GD B. B. MANJHI PTPS PATRATU

CISF proudly remembers the supreme sac-
rifice of this brave-heart. On this day, he
laid down his life at the altar of duty while
fighting with miscreants at PTPS Patratu.
His courage and bravery would remain an
abiding source of inspiration for the force.
The force will remain eternally indebted to
him for his noblest deeds.
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When drug side-effects
pose real dangers

The rule of thumb in medicine — first, do no harm — has as its corollary that the expected
benefits of treatment should outweigh its potential risks

JANE EBRODY

ABOUT Amonth ago, I took myself off a med-
ication without first contacting the doctor
who prescribed it, a step I have often cau-
tioned others never to do. A neurologist had
putme on the anticonvulsant drug Keppra as
a preventive in case a seizure had caused an
otherwise unexplained fall on my head and
brief memory loss. The neurologist was be-
ing appropriately cautious. Two years earlier,
I'd had an equally mysterious accident accom-
panied by about a 15-minute memory gap.

A heart rhythm disorder was ruled out,
and it would be weeks before I could un-
dergo a three-day brain wave study to check
for seizure activity. But after 10 days on
Keppra, which the label warned could cause
drowsiness, I was far worse than very sleepy.
[ could barely function. I was spending the
day in bed, unable to work, read or even
watch TV. And I was depressed, enough so
that I began to list activities I could cancel,
maybe even life itself.

When a friend told me she had been
very fatigued and depressed while taking a
different anticonvulsant, I had to know
whether my symptoms were caused by the
head injury or the drug, and the fastest way
to find out on a Saturday night was to stop
taking the drug. Within 36 hours, [ was a
new person, nearly back to my normal level
of energy, ability to work and enthusiasm
for life.

At first, I thought I would adjust to the
drug’s side effects, but they had only gotten
worse each day. My friend said she had
stopped taking the anticonvulsant when she
found herself sitting out on the ledge of an
open window. On Monday I called the neu-

rologist's office and was appropriately chas-
tised for stopping the drug without his OK,
but at leastIlived to tell the tale.

I'm sure I'm not the only one who has
abandoned a medication without — or even
against — a doctor’s advice. No doubt many,
like me, experienced side-effects that seemed
to be much worse than the condition the
medication was supposed to treat.

The rule of thumb in medicine — first,do
no harm — has as its corollary that the ex-
pected benefits of treat-
ment should outweigh its

drugs and some anti-seizure drugs.

On a trip to Panama some years ago, my
roommate developed psychotic hallucina-
tions from the drug Lariam, which the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention had rec-
ommended at the time to prevent malaria.
Also alarming is memory loss that sometimes
results from “the nonbenzodiazepine seda-
tive hypnotics, which include Ambien, Lun-
esta and Sonata,” O’Shea wrote. Most worTi-
some, however, is anincreased risk of suicidal

thoughtsin children, adoles-
cents and young adults as-

potential risks, whichisthe Probably the most sociated with all antidepres-
bas_is; .for gpprol;/a: I?f l?red— common harmful San,&sil . -

scription drugs e Foo . e . rugs, prescription
andpDrug Ad%nirsl/istration. drug-diet interaction and over—tf%e—founter.phave
Marketing approval in- isthatbetween side-effects or the potential
g msert, which is sup.  Medicationsand - FECE FEATE FEEEE
posed to list possible side alcohol, which can what they might be and
effectﬁ, fro}in micrllor tc(l) seri-  enhance or diminish how tttlleyl Tlaﬁbg affedcted bly
ous, that showed up during y . your health, habits, diet, al-
premarket tests. Consumers adrug’s effectsin lergy sensitivities and other
are urged to read these in-  dangerous ways medications you take. Minor

serts before taking a new
medication. Butas with the
now-required lists of side-effects and warn-
ings that accompany drug ads in printand on
the air, these can terrify some patients,
prompting them to refuse to take medica-
tions that would actually help them.
According to Timothy O’Shea, a clinical
pharmacist who writes about prescription
drugs, “Each year an estimated 4.5 million
Americans visit a physician’s office or emer-
gency room because of side-effectsrelated to
their prescription medications.” Among the
10 “scariest” side-effects O’Shea listed in an
article are hallucinations that can result from
psychiatric medications; sleep-enhancing

adjustments can often make
abigdifference in how effec-
tive and safe a medication will be for you.
For example, people on blood thinners
must be cautious about taking aspirin and
other nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs
that can increase the risk of bleeding.
Inaddition to harmful drug-drug interac-
tions, many risks linked to medication result
from interactions with foods, drinks, supple-
ments,and other ailments. For example, some
drugs, including most painkillers, are best
taken with food to reduce gastrointestinal
side- effects, whereas others should be taken
onanempty stomach to enhance absorption.
The dose of the anticoagulant Coumadin

The quiet brain of the athlete

The brains of fit, young athletes dial down extraneous noise and attend to
important sounds better than those of other young people

GRETCHEN REYNOLDS

TOP ATHLETES’ brains are not as noisy as
yours and mine, according to a fascinating
new study of elite competitors and how they
process sound. The study finds that the brains
of fit, young athletes dial down extraneous
noise and attend to important sounds better
than those of other young people, suggesting
that playing sports may change brains in ways
that alter how well people sense and respond
to the world around them.

For most of us with normal hearing, of
course, listening to and processing sounds
are such automatic mental activities that we
take them for granted.

But “making sense of sound is actually one
of the most complex jobs we ask of our
brains,” says Nina Kraus, a professor and di-
rector of the Auditory Neuroscience
Laboratory at Northwestern University in
Evanston, Illinois, who oversaw the new study.

Sound processing also can be a reflection
of broader brain health, she says, since it in-
volves so many interconnected areas of the
brain that must coordinate to decide whether

any given sound is familiar, what it means, if
the body should respond and how a particu-
lar sound fits into the broader orchestration
of other noises that constantly bombard us.

For some time, Kraus and her collabora-
tors have been studying whether some peo-
ple’s brains perform this intricate task more
effectively than others. By attaching elec-
trodes to people’s scalps and then playing a
simple sound, usually the spoken syllable
“da” at irregular intervals, they have meas-
ured and graphed electrical brain wave ac-
tivity in people’s sound-processing centres.

And they have found interesting varia-
tions in proficiency. The brains of trained mu-
sicians, for instance, tend to show greater
spikes in processing activity when they hear
the “da” than do the brains of other people,
indicating that learning and practising mu-
sicianship also hones and refines the por-
tions of the brain that process sound.

More recently, Kraus and her collabora-
tors began to explore whether the reverse
might also be true and that some experi-
ences might blunt sound processing. In par-
ticular, they wondered about the effects of
knocks to the head, such as concussions, a

has tobe adjusted for consumption of certain
vegetables rich in vitamin Klike spinach, kale
and broccoli, which can diminish the drug's
effectiveness. Grapefruit and pomegranate
canincrease effects of some statin drugs and
drugs that treat high blood pressure. And
blood pressure drugs called ACE inhibitors can
impair excretion of potassium from foods like
bananas. In general, it's best to avoid taking
drugs at the same time that you take vitamins,
herbal remedies or other supplements. And
unless instructed otherwise, take all medi-
cines with a full glass of water.

Probably the most common harmful
drug-dietinteractionis that between med-
ications and alcohol, which can enhance or
diminish a drug’s effects in dangerous ways.
Drinking alcohol while taking a narcotic
painkiller can result in an accidental, even
fatal, overdose. Even in small amounts, al-
cohol can intensify a drug's side effects,
causing sleepiness and lightheadedness.
When prescribed a new medication, it’s best
to read the package insert before you take
the first dose. You might also ask the phar-
macist what you should know to ensure the
drug’s safe use.

If you suspect you're having an adverse
drug reaction, don't follow my example. In
most cases, you should continue taking the
drug but contact the doctor as soon as possi-
ble. However, if you develop an allergic reac-
tion like severe itching, swelling or shortness
of breath, stop taking the drug immediately
and go to the nearest emergency room.

Be especially wary if you believe you are
reacting to adrug that has only recently come
on the market.

Serious problems sometimes don't be-
come apparent until adrug hasbeen used for
years by lots of people. NYT

question that drew them, naturally, to ath-
letes. Might contact injuries to the head dur-
ing sports alter and sour sound processing,
they wondered, and perhaps even serveasa
marker of the severity of any brain injury?

To find out, she and her colleagues part-
nered with the athletics department at
Northwestern University several years ago
and began checking the sound-processing
abilities of 495 Division I male and female
athletes at the school, as well as another 500
students who weren'’t athletes.

The athletes played sports ranging from
football to track, some involving tackling and
similar contact and others little contact but
considerable exertion. Kraus and her col-
leagues began testing them at the start and
end of their competitive seasons and after
any suspected concussions, with a plan to
compare the readouts after heavy training
and injuries and look for patterns.

That study is ongoing, but Kraus realised
in the meantime that she possessed a wealth
of baseline data about the brains and sound-
processing abilities of fit, young athletes and
other students. She could crosscheck their
brain wave readouts, she thought, and see if

the athletes, when healthy, processed sounds
differently than the other students.

So, for the new study, which was pub-
lished this month in Sports Health, she did
just that. And she found that the athletes did
hear and make sense of sounds differently
than most of us.

According to their electrical readouts, al-
most all of them attended to specific, speci-
fied sounds better than the other students.
When the “da” syllable played, their brain
waves jumped more than the other students.

What interested and surprised Kraus,
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SHORT COURSE

[20-40 YEARS]
Long hours at desk
linked to masked BP

WORKING LONG hours be-
hind a desk might raise the
risk of undiagnosed high blo-
od pressure, or hypertension,
evenwhenreadingsinadoc-
tor’s office are normal, a new
study suggests.In ananalysis of data frommore
than 3,500 white collar workers, researchers
found those who spent long hours on the job
were 66 per cent more likely to have sustained
hypertension and 70 per cent more likely to
have masked hypertension — blood pressure
thatis normal in the doctor’s office, but high at
other times. “If they’re working long hours,
people should ask their doctors about check-
ing their blood pressure over time with a
wearable monitor,” lead author, Xavier Trudel,
an assistant professor at Laval University in
Quebec, said in a statement. REUTERS

[60+ YEARS]

[40-60 YEARS]
Processed foods can

up your diabetes risk

EATING ULTRAPROCESSED
foods may increase your risk
for Type 2 diabetes. Ultrap-
rocessed foods — including
chips, instant noodles and
other ready-to-eat fare —con-
tain emulsifiers, thickening agents and food
colouring. A study in JAMA Internal Medicine
included 104,707 men and women, average
age 43 and generally healthy. Over all, more
than 17 per cent of their food by weight was
ultraprocessed. There were 821 cases of Type
2 diabetes over six years of follow-up. “This is
only one study that doesn’t prove causality,”
said senior author Mathilde Touvier, a re-
searcher at Inserm, the French public health
institute. “But accumulation of evidence sug-
gests the precautionary principle: Try toavoid
ultraprocessed food as muchas possible.” NYT

Exercise reduces falling risk for older adults

OLDER ADULTS who exercise may reduce their
risk of falls by more than a third
compared to sedentary peers, a re-

search review suggests.

Workouts that focus onimproving bal-

ance, coordination, mobility and flex-

ibility all may help reduce the risk of

falls more than getting no exercise at

all, the study found. And getting a variety of dif-
ferent types of exercise may have the greatest
effect, regardless of whether individuals start

out with alow or high risk for falls.

“All older adults should be regularly undertak-
ing exercises that safely challenge their
balance to prevent falls,” said Cathie
Sherrington of the University of Sydney
inAustralia, the study’slead author. The
new study includes findings from 25
countries, including results thatweren't

available when the original came out, and pro-

vides more certainty about the effect of exercise
onolder adults, Sherringtonsaid. REUTERS

The many benefits
of black cumin seeds

Commonly used to season curries and pickles,
these seeds boost immunity, help fight allergies

BY IsHI KHOSLA

ALSO REFERRED to as “Love in the Mist”,
black cumin seeds, also known as
“kalonji” or “black caraway” is an annual
herbaceous plant used to season curries,
vegetables and pickles. Black cumin seed
should not be confused with the herb
cumin (Cumunum cyminum), which is
found in many grocery stores. They have
little aroma and a herb-like taste similar
to oregano. They look similar to onion
seeds and are often confused with them.

Traditionally, in many Arabian, Asian,
and African countries, black seed oil was
used as a natural remedy for awide range
of diseases. The use of black seeds in al-
lergies has been emphasised in early hu-
man studies. Other benefits of these seeds
that have been documented include their
use in headache, tooth ache, nasal conges-
tion, and intestinal worms. They have also
been used for conjunctivitis, abscesses
and parasites.

Medicinal plants have gained momen-
tous supportin the recent erafor their ther-
apeutic potential. Black seeds have been

Gettyimages
though, was that the athletes’ brains could fo-
cusonthe “da” sound so well because they had
filtered out more background noise beforehand
than other students. Their brain wave response
to the kind of constant, murmurous aural clut-
ter around us was lower thanamong the other
students, allowing the athletes to better am-
plify and pinpoint the sound they wanted.

“Basically, their brains were quieter,”
Kraus says.

Some of the athletes’ acoustic agility most
likely developed during years of attending
to crucial sounds despite clatter, Kraus says.

studied for use in cancer, immune disor-
ders (it is a powerful immunostimulant),
inflammation, stomach and respiratory
conditions. Their digestive and respiratory
benefits have been demonstrated when
these seeds are taken orally. They are be-
lieved to be useful for stimulation of men-
struation and increasing milk flow (during
lactation). Several studies attribute and
support these effects. Further, these black
seeds are known for a number of other
pharmacological effects, including anal-
gesic, antihistaminic, anti-asthmatic, anti-
bacterial, anti-fungal, anti-viral, anti-para-
sitic, anti-hypertensive and hypoglycemic.

Compositional analysis revealed that
they contain appreciable quantities of car-
bohydrates, proteins and fats. Moreover,
potassium, calcium, phosphorous and
magnesium were predominant minerals
and considerable quantities of sodium,
iron, manganese, zinc and copper were also
present. It may be a good idea to flavour
your food generously with ‘kalonji’.
However, black seeds are not recom-
mended during pregnancy. But, during lac-
tationitis an excellent form of added nutri-
tion for both mother and the child. Its
immunity boosting properties serve as a
natural, safe way to build resistance against
illness. As a therapeutic agent, it would be
desirable to seek advice froma professional.

Authoris a clinical nutritionist and
founder of www.theweightmonitor.com
and Whole Foods India

“You have to be able to hear the coach yelling
something or what a teammate is saying,”
she says. “Brains change in response to that
kind of repeated experience,” and the sound-
processing components within the brain
strengthen.

But many of the athletes played sports
that, typically, are not noisy, she points out.
Cross-country running and golf, for instance,
most likely demand less sound filtering dur-
ing most practices and competitions than a
sport like football or basketball. But the uni-
versity’s runners and golfers had brains just
as quiet as those of linemen.

For them, “fitness and regular movement
of the body also change the brain”, Kraus
says. And sports that seem quiet can still de-
mand a focus on subtle sounds and signals,
like the whoosh of a breeze through
branches alerting golfers and runners to
wind speed or a creak in a joint that could
warn of early injury.

Overall, the results suggest that being ac-
tive, whether as part of a team or on your
own, may alter how well brains respond to
and understand sounds.

This kind of study cannot tell us defini-
tively, though, whether being an athlete
changed the young people’s brains or
whether they succeeded as athletes because
they were better at sound processing from
the start. Kraus hopes that her continuing re-
search with the university’s sports teams will
help to answer that question, as well as
whether older people can reshape their
sound processing by becoming active. NYT
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Every Indian
cricketer has
to go through
NCA: Ganguly
on Bumrah’s
fitness test

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KOLKATA, DECEMBER 20

BCCI PRESIDENT Sourav Ganguly on Friday
asserted that Jasprit Bumrah's fitness evalu-
ation will be done at the National Cricket
Academy after it was speculated that the
Rahul Dravid-led body is not keen to conduct
the test in Bengaluru.

Bumrah is on his way to regaining fitness
after being laid low by a stress fracture of the
back. He recently bowled at India's net prac-
tice ahead of the second ODI against the West
Indies in Visakhapatnam.

"l am not aware of the issue. But Indian
players will have to go back to NCA and we
will make sure it's comfortable and logisti-
cally easier,” Ganguly told reporters here.

He was responding to a report that Dravid
had declined Bumrah's request for a fitness
test at the NCA. It was said that the former
India captain is miffed with Bumrah's deci-
sion to undergo rehabilitation under private
trainers instead of the ones from NCA.

The 26-year-old Bumrah, the No.1 ranked
ODI bowler in the ICC list, has been training
with IPL franchise Delhi Capitals' trainer
Rajnikanth Sivagnanam in Mumbai after re-
covering from the injury.

"NCA has to be the first and final point for
International cricketers. it's a place for Indian
cricketers. Everyone has to go through NCA,"
asserted Ganguly. They play cricket all over
the places year long. We will also try and see
whether NCA physios can come and help
Jasprit in Mumbai. We will keep the moni-
toring under NCA. We want to make sure
there's best people with NCA," he added.

Ganguly recently visited NCA and held
discussions with Dravid, who was appointed
the head of cricket there in July this year.
"There's huge hope from Rahul. He's been a
tremendous player. You will get perfection
and commitment. We will sortit out,” he said.

"We have given Dravid the charge at the
NCA to get it more organised. Ultimately we
will extend his role. I've spoken to him and
the office-bearers. You will get to know the
details in a week's time," he added.

MI keeping a watchful eye

Meanwhile, Mumbai Indians head coach
Mahela Jayawardene on Friday said Jasprit
Bumrah's recovery fromabackinjury is well
on track and he expects the Indian pace
spearhead to feature in the upcoming lim-
ited-overs home assignments against Sri
Lanka or Australia, early next year.

Asked about Bumrah's progress,
Jayawardene told reporters, "It's good. He
(Bumrah) has started training. He was in
Vizag (Visakhapatnam)bowling to the guys
(Indian players). Ml staff is closely monitor-
ing his progress.”

As long as Bumrah and Hardik Pandya
(recovering from back surgery) start playing
by January and February.

"Hardik (Pandya) is (also) making good
progress...(I'm) quite happy, hopefully they
will play the Sri Lankan series (early January),
or may be the Australian series (although) I
am not sure how quickly they will be coming
through,” Jayawardene said.

Jayawardene was effusive in his praise for
the Indian pace spearhead, who is also the
leading bowler for MI. Bumrah has picked 82
wickets from 77 matches for the four-time
IPL champions.

"You have to realize he is still young —
Jasprit — so there is lot more to come from
him. He is brilliant, he is learning -- every day
he is evolving (which) is great.”
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Fire that fuels Iyer

The experience of leading Delhi Capitals and India A has benefitted the batsman

Shreyas Iyer used to be a trigger-happy batsman. Now he is a mature cricketer. AP

SHAMIK CHAKRABARTY
CUTTACK,DECEMBER 20

DELHI CAPITALS owner Parth Jindal con-
firmed the status quo; that Shreyas lyer
would continue to lead the franchise. Two
high-profile arrivals - Ravi Ashwin and
Ajinkya Rahane - ahead of the 2020 IPL auc-
tion provided enough validity to a captaincy-
related question. Ashwin led Kings XI Punjab
last term. Rahane is the vice-captain of the
Indian Test team, with the experience of
leading the country at the highest level.
Jindal, however, explained the team's
thought process: "ILast year Delhi went
from being the eighth placed teamin 2017
to coming third and Shreyas did a wonder-
ful job last season. Also in the last 12
months, he has cemented his place in the
Indian limited-overs team. So we see no
reason to tinker with the winning formula.”
He gradually grew into the job last sea-
son, with Ricky Pointing and Sourav Ganguly
by his side. Both had the belief that Iyer, a
quick learner of the game he, he would im-
prove. As the 25-year-old beds in as India's
white-ball No. 4, lyer is thriving on his abil-
ity to learn quickly. One of Iyer's celebrated
India team-mates had commissioned a
Mercedes after bagging his first IPL contract.
When a former BCCI official came to know
about the cricketer's splurge, he offered a
piece of advice; ‘If you want to spend money,
buy a house. Even the finest Merc would

Head coach Boucher wants to
build belief in ‘new’ South Africa

REUTERS
PRETORIA,DECEMBER 20

SOUTH AFRICA head coach Mark Boucher is
working to instil a new mindset and work
ethicin the side ahead of the first Test against
England in Pretoria starting on Boxing Day;,
admitting his team is short on confidence.

South Africa have lost their last five Tests,
including two shock home losses to Sri Lanka
and three heavy defeats in India, but the ar-
rival of Boucher and an army of experienced
technical team members has the potential
to change their fortunes.

"One thing I know about South Africans,
they are resilient,” Boucher told reporters on
Friday. "They have got that bouncebackabil-
ity and we need to get that into the heads of
the players. It's been very good so far, we have
pushed the guys a bit. We have spoken about
being open to a few changes, and the guys
are really keen to turn around the whole
view of South African cricket. They came in
with a really good attitude and ready for a
few challenges that we put to them."”

Batting consultant Jacques Kallis will
compliment Boucher and assistant coach
Enoch Nkwe, while Charl Langeveldt has
been drafted in as bowling coach and Paul
Harris will work with the spinners.

"Having Jacques, he is the most capped

test player in this country and probably the
greatest cricketer that has ever lived, so that
is invaluable experience,"” Boucher added.

"It’s like preparing for an exam, if you pre-
pare well then you walk into the exam feel-
ing confident.

"We’ve had some good chats. It has been
very focused on this particular series against
the English. I am very happy where we are
as we built towards the first test.”

South Africa have yet to gain any points
in the new Test Championship, but Boucher
says thatis far from his mind. All he is focused
on is the first session of the opening test in
the four-match series.

Bavuma ruled out

Meanwhile, South Africa were dealt a sig-
nificant blow in the build-up to the first Test
after middle-order batsman Temba Bavuma
was ruled out with a Grade 1 hip flexor mus-
cle strain. Bavuma will be sidelined for be-
tween seven and 10 days, according to a
statement from Cricket South Africa, which
should mean he is available for the second
match that starts in Cape Town on January 3.

No replacement has been called up yet,
with the selectors to consider their options
after the round of four-day domestic first
class matches currently underway, and the
three-day fixture between South Africa Aand
England starting on Friday.

have alower resale value if you decide to of-
fload it the very next day'. Both were from
the same city and the connection helped.

The 2015 auction was life-changing for
Iyer. He suddenly became rich after Delhi
forked out Rs 2.6 crore. A year later, Iyer's
parents Santosh and Rohini spoke about
their son's plan to buy a bigger house with
the financial gains. He was then only 21-
year-old but the future planning spoke vol-
umes for his maturity. He is now close to
shifting to a new house.

His batting in the series has oozed ma-
turity. In the first ODI at Chepauk, with both
Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma gone inside
19 overs and just 80 runs on the board, Iyer
eschewed aggression and became a grafter.
There is nothing unusual about it, but the
whole idea of playing along the ground,
even against Roston Chase's off-spin, was
impressive. Off-spin is meat and drink to
Iyer, but between the 15th to 35th over, he
didn't play a single aerial shot. He might
rue missing out on a century, but the dis-
cipline demonstrated his maturity.

At Vizag, lyer's batting went a notch bet-
ter. Iyer's job was to play second fiddle to
Rohit Sharma, which he did to perfection.
Later on, he accelerated, from run-a-ball 18
he shot to 53 off 32 balls, including a 31-
run over against Chase that had four sixes.
Chief selector MSK Prasad was mighty im-
pressed. "We brought him 18 months ago
when Virat was taking a break. We have
been grooming him for the last two years

and irrespective of his performances, we
were confident he would be doing well,"
he told The Indian Express.

The biggest change, he observes, is his
composure. "He looks calmer and com-
posed. Probably the two knocks he played
in West Indies (71 and 65) gave him a lot of
confidence. Maybe the captaincy he got at
Delhi Capitals has helped him. We also
made him the India A captain. Earlier this
composure was missing a little bit."

For Iyer though, highs and lows have
lived cheek by jowl. When he was 16, runs
suddenly dried up in age-group cricket.
Things became so difficult that Iyer's father
Santosh took him to a sports psychologist,
Mugdha Bavare. It was also the time, when
former India batsman Pravin Amre, who
was in charge of the Shivaji Park Gymkhana
nets, began working as Iyer's mentor. The
association continues. Amre advised the
youngster to be optimistic -- the proverbial
glass half-full line.

Still a work in progress

For all his development, lyer is still a
work in progress. He has certain weak-
nesses too -- lofted drives on the leg-side
have brought about his dismissals many
times. Even in the first two matches in the
series, he perished trying to play forcing
shots on the leg side. "When everyone was
(having a go at him), I was fighting for his
place in the Ranji team, or the IPL auction,
or when he came to the leadership. Now

my role is like, I tell him he is half full. My
role now is to address the half-empty area.
His game is so big, there's always room for
improvement,” Amre told this paper.

He put Iyer's "leg side compulsion' to
instinct. "He is a player who backs his in-
stincts. Even three of his four sixes the
other day were hit on the leg side only. So
maybe, that's also his strength. He is more
matured now, knows when to attack."

Between December 2017, when lyer
made his ODI debut and the World Cup, he
played five matches and scored 210 runs at
42.But by February 2018, the selectors had
their eyes set elsewhere, on Ambati Rayudu
as possible No. 4 for the World Cup. By
then, Iyer's disappointment had given
away to resignation."Koi feeling hi nahi aa
raha hai. For me somehow it (fussing about
Indian call) isn't important. [ am emotion-
less now. Someone comes and says, I'm in
team, I am not in team, kuch farak nahi
padhta (it doesn't matter much),” Iyer told
this paper last year.

Amre tells his ward to forget about the
past and look into the future. "He is young
enough to play the next two World Cups.
Last two years, he wasn't there anywhere to
be honest. Now he is getting into the
groove. Opportunity in Test cricket, too, will
come gradually. Look at Ravindra Jadeja,
who started with Rajasthan Royals. He is
now an India Test regular. For Shreyas, right
now his job is to be consistent. He has
started doing it. He has to maintain that."

BRIEFLY CRICKE

Aday after million $
bid, Maxwell hits a
39-hall83in BBL

Melbourne: Australian all-rounder
Glenn Maxwell on Friday smashed a
scintillating 83 off 39 balls for
Melbourne Stars in the Big Bash
League, a day after being picked by
Kings XI Punjab for a whopping Rs
10.75 crore at the IPL auction.
Returning to action after taking a
break to focus on his mental health,
Maxwell once again showed just
why he is considered one of the most
devastating batsmen in T20 cricket
as he smashed seven boundaries and
five sixes during his stay at the crease.
The 31-year-old also equalled his
fastest ever fifty (23 balls) on way to
the blistering knock at the Metricon
Stadium to help his team post 167 for
7 against Brisbane Heat. Kings XI
Punjab took to twitter to hail the su-
perb innings of Maxwell, who will be
returning to the franchise after three
years. "A BIG SHOW from the 'BIG
SHOW'.@Gmaxi_32 was at his lethal
best as he led from the front for his
side in @BBL scoring a breathtaking
83 off just 39 balls,"” Kings XI Punjab
wrote on his twitter handle.
Australian cricketers had a big pay
day at the IPL players' auction on
Thursday with Maxwell, who was
not considered for the upcoming ODI
series against India in January, re-
turning to Kings XI Punjab with a
price tag of Rs 10.75 crore afteranin-
tense bidding war with Delhi
Capitals. In October, Maxwell had
opted out of the T20I series against
Sri Lanka midway to take a break af-
ter experiencing difficulties with
mental health. Maxwell had played
for KXIP from 2014 to 2017 before be-
ing bought by Delhi Capitals in 2018.
He had opted out of the league in the
last edition.

KKR lacks back-up
options: Gambhir

New Delhi: Former India opener
Gautam Gambhir believes his for-
mer IPL franchise Kolkata Knight
Riders doesn't have enough back-
up options and the team manage-
ment could have gone for all-
rounders in the players' auction to
provide the squad more depth. The
Kolkata franchise paid a whopping
Rs 15.50 crore for Cummins, mak-
ing him the costliest foreign player
in the history of IPL auctions.
Besides, they also spent big on
England's World Cup-winning cap-
tain Eoin Morgan (Rs 5.25 crore)
and Indian spinner Varun
Chakaravarthy (Rs 4 crore). "If you
look at the squad as a whole, there
is no backup for Andre Russell, Eoin
Morgan, Sunil Narine who is a one
of a kind bowler. If Eoin Morgan suf-
fers an injury, the team has no mid-
dle order overseas batsman,"
Gambhir said while speaking at
'Star Sports' Cricket Live' show. "The
management could have gone for a
Mitchell Marsh or Marcus Stoinis
who would have given more depth
to the squad, so you have to hope all
these players are there for the en-
tire series. Gambhir said KKR don't
have the bench strength to deal
with any injury crisis in the top or-
der. "If Pat Cummins suffers an in-
jury, there is a replacement with
Lockie Fergusan but with the top or-
der there is no replacement for
Kolkata Knight Riders,"” said the
stylish left-hander, who led KKR to
two titles in 2012 and 2014

Afridi, Abbas limit damage after Chandimal knock

ASSOCIATED PRESS
KARACHI, DECEMBER 20

PAKISTAN OPENERS responded aggressively
to cutdown Sri Lanka's lead to 23 runs on day
two of the second Test on Friday. Abid Ali (32)
and Shan Masood (21) scored at a brisk pace
and guided Pakistan to 57 for 0 in 14 overs of
their second innings before stumps were
drawn for the day due to bad light.

Dinesh Chandimal's resolute 74 and
Dilruwan Perera's equally splendid 48 had
earlier helped SriLanka score 271 and getan
80-run first innings lead.

Abid made headlines when he became the
first male international cricketer in the history
of the game to score a century on debut in ODI
and Test matches. He made a hundred in the
drawn first Test at Rawalpindi last week.

Abid continued toimpress after being given
an opportunity at age 32, hitting four bound-
aries. Sri Lanka fast bowlers couldn't find any
seam movement like they did on the first day,
when Pakistan was bowled out for 191.

Left-arm spinner Lasith Embuldeniya,
who took four wickets in the first innings, also
couldn't get the breakthrough in his five overs.

Earlier, Chandimal featured in two half
century stands, adding 67 runs with first-
Test century-maker Dhananjaya de Silva
(32) and ensuring the lead by putting on 51
runs with Perera.

Pakistan fast bowlers Shaheen Afridi (5-

Shaheen Shah Afridi took five wickets for 77. AP

77) had his maiden five-wicket haul in Test
cricket and Mohammad Abbas took 4 for 55.
Butleg-spinner Yasir Shah (0-43) again failed
to get awicket despite working with spin con-
sultant Mushtaq Ahmed for three days when
he was dropped from the first test squad.
Yasir, who holds the world record of
fastest bowler to complete 200 wickets in
Test matches, has been unimpressive in 2019
with only four wickets in four test matches.
Afridi and Abbas had to share the bowling
burden as 16-year-old paceman Naseem

Shah(0-71)also leaked runs at an average of
4.43 per over. Part-time left-arm spinner
Haris Sohail finally ended Chandimal's knock
before tea when he attempted a lose square
cut off left-arm spinner Haris Sohail, being
caught at point.

Abbas had raised Pakistan's hopes of re-
stricting Sri Lanka's lead when he had
Niroshan Dickwella clean bowled early in the
second session with the visitors still seven
runs away from wiping out the deficit.

But Chandimal and Perera were untroubled

by Yasir's spin and contributed with a mean-
ingful half century partnership for the eighth-
wicket stand before Pakistan took the second
new ball. Afridiwrapped up the innings by hav-
ing Pereralbw, and one ball later knocked back
the off stump of No. 11 batsman Kumara.

Inan extended first session of 2 hours, 40
minutes due to Friday prayers, Chandimal
held the Sri Lanka innings together after the
visitors resumed on 64-3.

Nightwatchman Embuldeniya (13) frus-
trated the fast bowlers for over half an hour
before falling to an awful stroke.

Babar Azam missed a regulation catch
that could have dismissed Embuldeniya on
11 in Naseem's third over before Abbas
struck. Embuldeniya strangely attempted a
swat sweep against Abbas but got a leading
edge and was caught in the second slip.

Afridi then found the inside edge of Angelo
Mathews' bat as the former Sri Lanka captain
struggled in negotiating with the seam bowling
of the three fast bowlers. But Chandimal and
Dhananjayasettled in fora 67-run sixth wicket
stand. Afridi broke the threatening stand in his
second spell when Dhananjaya top-edged a
pull shot and was caught at fine leg, before
Chandimal and Dickwella denied Pakistan fur-
ther success and took the lunch at 170-6.
BRIEF SCORES: Pakistan 191 & 57/0 (Shan
Masood 21*, Abid Ali 32*)vs SriLanka 271 in
85.5 ovs (Dinesh Chandimal 74, Dilruwan
Perera 48; Shaheen Shah Afridi 5/77,
Mohammad Abbas 4/55).
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Tale of a storied ground

Sidhu's sixes, Dharmani's break, Ranjitsinhji’s ton, Dhruv’s memories and now Markande’s fiver

GAURAV BHATT
PATIALA,DECEMBER 20

WHENEVER MERCURY dipped below com-
fort level in Patiala, cricket stopped but
cricket talk picked up. Walking over peanut
shells, among huddles of spectators, one
could listen in on muttered tales of the his-
toric ground, modeled after Lord's by
Maharajas, the red soil brought in from
Australia. On the final day, the sun was in
full force as Punjab cleaned up Hyderabad,
securing an innings and 125 run win
thanks to Mayank Markande's 5/19. Action
over in a session, over endless cups of chai,
finally unraveled conversations about the
several legends surrounding the Baradari
cricket ground.

You know how the story goes. Navjot
Singh Sidhu, spurred by criticism of his bat-
ting approach, would hit 125 sixes daily and
practice for hours. Not a hint of hyperbole,
according to those who watched himdo soat
the ground. "Like a man possessed. His fa-
ther too, sat there by the nets and kept watch
daily," says Jagdeep, who has been a grounds-
man at the stadium since the late 70s.

"You will get tired if I list Sherry's mem-
orable innings on this ground. So many cen-
turies, big sixes to count," says septuagenar-
ian Talwinder Singh, former Punjab Ranji
coach who helped Sidhu become the first
Patiala-born Test cricketer.

Then there was the match where Sidhu
didn't get to bat at all. In 1986, when Ranji
ties used to be three-day affairs, Haryana
came visiting and batted for two-and-a-half
days, allowing Punjab the final session to bat
during which Sidhu didn't take the crease.
Next season, Punjab returned the favour at
Faridabad.

Current coach Munish Bali came to
Patiala as a young hopeful from Hoshiarpur
in 1989. Bali recalls: "One special match I re-
member is when the champion Punjab
Under-19 team faced England Under-19 here
in 1993. These stands were filled with my
schoolmates, and I felt extra swagger as was
captaining Pankaj Dharmani, Amit Sharma,
Anurag Thakur against Michael Vaughan.”

It is the ground that rocket-strapped
Dharmani to the Indian team. An unbeaten
century in the practice match against Mark
Taylor-led Australian team featuring
Gilchrist, Waugh Brothers, McGrath and
Gillespie got him a nod for the 1996 Titan
Cup. "Usually, the ball would hit the centre
of my bat at this wicket. Against them, it hit
the sticker," says Dharmani. "They were a tad
quicker and got bounce. But1dug in and frus-
trated them. That was the turning point for
my career."”

Dharmani, who played an ODI and was in
the squad for the Tests in South Africa, was
partof Punjab's only Ranji Trophy triumphin
1992-93 alongside Navjot Sidhu. "It's a good
sign for the future that Punjab is doing well
and that the matches are back in Patiala.”

In spirit, it's a Ranji's-come-home mo-
ment.

He had already beguiled the English with
his leg-glances in County and Test cricket,
but it was in Patiala that Ranjitsinhji got his
first taste of Indian cricket. Playing for the
Seventh Maharaja Rajinder Singh,
Ranjitsinhji scored centuries against 'Simla’
and 'Umballa’, and received Purdey guns and
jeweled studs for his efforts.

Debates flare up on whether Rajinder
wanted to recreate Lord's or not, enough to
send multiple sets of thumbs dancing on the
Google search bar, scouring old Lord's photos.

The old-world charm of the neo-gothic
Raj architecture is undeniable. But the most
alluring sights, as often are, remain out of
bounds. The old pavilion has been cordoned
off while the dressing rooms, which seated
Amarnath and Sons, are stand behind a fence
and are strictly for the members and guests

Antetokounmpo stars
in Bucks win

Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 34 points
with 11 rebounds and the Milwaukee Bucks
bounced back from the end of their winning
streak in emphatic fashion with a 111-104
victory over the visiting Los Angeles Lakers.
Inabattle of the teams with the best records
in the NBA, the Bucks made their statement
as George Hill added 21 points and Khris
Middleton scored 15. Just one game earlier,
the Bucks saw their 18-game winning streak
come to an end with a defeat to the Dallas
Mavericks. Anthony Davis scored 36 points
with 10 rebounds and LeBron James had a
triple-double for the Lakers, who were also
returning to the court after the end of their
winning streak last time out. Los Angeles' run
of 14 consecutive road victories ended
Tuesday at Indiana.

The old-world charm of the neo-gothic Raj architecture is undeniable at the Baradari cricket ground in Patiala. Harmeet Sodhi

Baroda’s Abhimanyu
holds nerve in thriller

at the adjoining Mahindra Club and
Gymkhana.

Sure, it's Lord's: if you trade Regent's Park
for Children's Park and are willing to give up
St.John's Wood station for 21-number faatak
behind the west stands. The visual of trains
passing behind the west stands does further
the aesthetic, and the sound can mask small
edges, as happened once during Hyderabad's
first innings.

A comparison with The Home of Cricket’,
however, is not far-fetched, seeing how son
and eighth Maharaja Bhupinder named the
stadium in Bombay after Lord Brabourne and
called it 'the Lord's of India'.

Talwinder extends the idea of the setting
to a general, idyllic, County ground.

"Maharaja Rajinder was a big fan of
County cricket. He was also aware that not
everyone can go to England, so this stadium
was to bring County to India,” says
Talwinder.

Bhupinder went several steps ahead, or-
ganising the 1911 England tour of the Indian
team, employing elite cricketers such as
Frank Tarrant as player/coach for the
Maharaja XI (Tarrant, in turn, scouted a
young Lala Amarnath and gifted India its first
Test centurion) and covered expenses for
pavilions and trophies, including the Ranji
trophy, established at the time of his close
friend Ranjitsinhji.

Ninth Maharaja Yadavindra Singh played
a Test but gravitated towards the adminis-
trative aspects of cricket before becoming a
diplomat in the post-independent India. The
unofficial tenth, current Chief Minister
Captain Amrinder Singh's valued contribu-
tion to the stadium was during his first stint
in the early 2000s, when he restored the
tower and got the clock ticking, which al-
legedly had "been standing still since the par-
tition".

During last month's Kartarpur Corridor
meeting with Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan, Amrinder informed the World Cup-
winning captain that his uncle Jahangir Khan
had played for Maharaja Yadvinder Singh's
XI in Patiala in 1934-35, "along with
Mohammad Nisar, Lala Amarnath, fast
bowler Amar Singh and the two Ali batsmen
(Wazir Ali and Amir Ali)".

Mirabai Chanu wins
gold at Qatar

Former world champion weightlifter
Saikhom Mirabai Chanu notched up the
women's 49kg category gold medal to open
India's account at the 6th Qatar International
Cup here on Friday.Chanu won gold with an
effort of 194kg in the Olympic qualifying
event, the points from which will come in
handy when the final rankings for Tokyo 2020
cut are done.However, it was a performance
way below her personal best of 201kg.The
2018 Commonwealth Games gold-medallist,
who managed toregister only one clean liftin
both the snatch and clean and jerk cate-
gories.The 24-year-old Manipuri lifted 83kg
in snatch and 111kg in clean and jerk to fin-
ish on top of the podium.

I0A to decide on
CWG bid on Dec 30

The Indian Olympic Association (I0A) will take
a decision on whether it should approach the
government for a bid to host the 2026
Commonwealth Games during its Annual
General Meeting here on December 30. The
2026 CWG bid and I0A's proposal to withdraw
from the 2022 Birmingham Commonwealth
Games for dropping shooting from its roster
will be the top agenda of the AGM tobe held at
its headquarters in New Delhi. IOA Secretary
General Rajeev Mehta said it is up to the mem-
bers to approve or reject the proposal.

Dhruv Pandove, left his name imprinted
on the Ranji Trophy and the cricket stadium
which led to its genesis. Widely considered
to be the next big thing in Indian cricket,
Dhruv was killed in a road accident near
Ambala while returning from the 1992
Deodhar Trophy quarterfinal, days after be-
coming the youngest to score 1000 Ranji
runs at 17 years.

"His peers Kambli, Ganguly, Kumble
would tell you how great a talent he was. But
he was a better human being," says coach
Amar Singh. "He once gave Rs 20,000 to a
groundsman for his daughter's wedding.
Paid the fees of six of the trainees at the acad-
emy here."

Dhruv's cousin Akul Pandove, who made
his debut this week, says the heaviness in his
heart overshadowed any nerves present.

"It was very emotional for me," says the
22-year-old off-spinner, who took three
wickets in Hyderabad's second innings. "It
also feels like destiny, that | made a debut at
the place where Dhruv made his name and
it's now named after him. I hear stories of
how great he was as a cricketer and ahuman,
and in both senses, I've got big shoes to fill."

Including Akul, there were seven players
from Patiala who played against Hyderabad,
a sign of the power shift in the state after
Chandigarh's exit. The ground didn't host a
Punjab match for 17 years between 1997-
2014. When a match was played at the
ground, a bus was reserved to daily ferry top
stars from Chandigarh, on account of inade-
quate hotels in Patiala. This was the first
Punjab match in three years, with two more
are scheduled; ample chance for this crop to
create a fresh batch of memories. "I don't
know the history, or Maharaja stories. My
best memory is starting as a fast-bowler
here,"” laughs the 22-year-old Markande.
"The five-wicket haul today is another.”

It's been out in the cold awhile, but the

sun currently shines on the cricket ground
in Baradari.
BRIEF SCORES: Hyderabad 242 & 76 all out
(Himalay Agarwal 21; Mayank Markande
5/19) lost to Punjab: 443 for 6d (Mandeep
Singh 204; Mohammed Siraj 4/77)

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI,DECEMBER 20

ABHIMANYU SINGH waits for such “MS
Dhoni moments”, as he terms them. Ever
since he started playing cricket and was
awed by Dhoni’s famous chases, he wanted
to be like his idol. The young 21-year-old
Baroda all-rounder starred with a match-
turning 27 in alow-scoring thriller to enable
Baroda beat Madhya Pradesh. The equation
had come down to 17 runs with two wickets
in hand and they would lose one more
wicket but he took them home.

“My colleagues call me ‘finisher’. They be-
lieve Iwill come back only after finishing any
game,” Abhimanyu says. Like Dhoni, he al-
ways wanted to be the one who doesn’t
choke under pressure, instead performs even
as the pressure suffocates the opposition.
And he got his chance on Friday in Indore.

On a green top, chasing 174, Baroda had
lost their No.8 batsman Anureet Singh after
avital 34-run stand for the eighth wicket that
had revived them from 123 for 7.

The No. 10 batsman Soheb Sopariya hung
around valiantly as Abhimanyu bridged the
gap down with twos and the odd four.

When they needed just four more,
Sopariya fell, bowled by Kuldeep Sen and
Lukeman Meriwala came to the crease.

“Ijust told Meriwala to somehow play out
those remaining deliveries in that over. I told
him that I will manage if you give me strike
but don’t get out. I wanted to win this won,
one doesn’t get so close games often,”
Abhimanyu says.

Lukeman Meriwala survived and the field
spread out.

Eight men were patrolling the boundary
but when Abhimanyu got a full ball, he
crashed it through covers for the match-win-
ning boundary to enable Baroda get maxi-
mum points from the game for an outright

[SPORTS BAR]

Sumit Nagal is currently ranked at 130 in the world.

Nagal hopes to break into top-20

Indian tennis player Sumit Nagal on Friday said he was aiming to break into the top 100
of the ATP rankings and then look at being in the 80s in the quest for an Olympics
spot."Like I said first it is the top 100 then look for the top 80 and look for the Olympics
spot.Ithinkitis around 80-85 to make it to the Olympics,” he told reporters here on the
sidelines of an event organised by Aspire High Performance Tennis Programme. Nagal,
who is currently ranked 130 in the ATP rankings, after having a good season during
which he qualified for the US Open main draw and also took a set off the legendary
Roger Federer, is presently training at the Aspire Foundation centre at [IT-Madras prem-
ises here ahead of the 2020 season. The Indian made it to the semi-final or better of
eight ATP Challengers this year, going through to the final twice and winning the title
in Buenos Aires. He had wins over former world no 17 Albert Ramos-Vinolas and for-
mer world no 24 Martin Klizan and made it to the main draw of an ATP 500 (at Hamburg)

for the first time in his career,
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The young 21-year-old Baroda
all-rounder starred with a
match-turning 27 in a low-
scoring thriller to enable Baroda
beat Madhya Pradesh.

victory. It was a vital win as Baroda had lost
to Mumbai in their first game.

“I have been in such situations before.
love to bat in pressure situations. I learned it
from watching MS Dhoni. Just take it till the
last and let pressure decide the course of the
game. I loved to bat in pressure situations. In
junior cricket too I have been in such situa-
tions and have done well under pressure,”
Abhimanyu said.

A few years ago, during an under 19
match, on a turner, he had slammed 149
against Karnataka, which had caught every-
one’s eye. But not long after, a back injury
forced Abhimanyu to take a break from the
game for more than a year. The comeback
process was tough but he found emotional
support from his family.

His father Viramsingh wanted to be a
cricketer himself but couldn’t pursue his
dreams and he decided to help his son.
Vikramsingh moved his family from the
small district of Maharashtra - Nandurbar -
to Vadodara to get proper cricket coaching
for his son. To ensure his son got quality prac-
tice, Vikramsingh built a cement pitch to
train at home.

“He used to bowl to me for hours. It’s be-

cause of him and support of my coaches 'm
here,” says Abhimanyu.
BRIEF SCORES: Madhya Pradesh 125 and
270 lost to Baroda 222 and 174/9 (Kedar
Devdhar 48, Abhimanyu Singh Rajput 27 not
out; Avesh Khan 4/54, Kuldeep Sen 3/28) by
1 wicket.

Lohan records
breakthrough win

Faridabad-based Abhinav Lohan recorded
his breakthrough win on the PGT]I, secur-
ing a narrow one-shot triumph at the
Bengaluru Open golf championship here
on Friday. The 30-year-old Lohan, who
plays at the DLF Golf & Country Club in
Gurugram, shot four-under 68 to take his
four-day total to 13-under-275 at the Rs. 40
lakh event played at the Karnataka Golf
Association (KGA) course. It was Lohan's
first title on the TATA Steel PGTI and sec-
ond win of the year as he had also emerged
victorious at the PGTI Feeder Tour event in
Lucknow two months back.

Panthers beat Rhinos
in Big Bout league

Punjab Panthers on Friday registered an
overwhelming 5-2 victory over NE Rhinos
to set up a Big Bout Indian Boxing League
summit clash against Gujarat Gaints. The
Panthers won four bouts in a row to over-
turn the 2-1 advantage that the NE Rhinos
had got through Meenakshi and Francisco
Veron after Sonia Lather drew first blood.
Naveen Kumar used his extra height, reach
and body weight to bring the Panthers back
on track. The India Open silver medallist
had ceded some ground to Ergashev Timur
in the opening round of the 91kg bout but
gradually took control of the bout.

RANJIROUND-UP

Delhi thrashed by

O wickets

Ongole: Medium pace duo of KV
Sasikanth and Cheepurapalli Stephen
returned with five wickets each as
Andhra Pradesh notched up a compre-
hensive nine-wicket win over Delhiin
their Group A Ranji Trophy match here
on Friday. Sasikanth claimed three
wickets on Friday to go with his twoon
day 3, while Stephen, who broke
Delhi’s back with four wickets on
Thursday, picked up another one as the
visitors folded for 169. PTI

BRIEF SCORES: Delhi: 215 & 169 (Lalit
Yadav 55; KV Sasikanth 5/41, CV
Stephen 5/91) lost by nine wickets to
Andhra: 368 and 20/1 (G Manish 15
not out; Simarjeet Singh 1/12).
POINTS: Andhra 6, Delhi 0

Nazir, Mudhasir shine
inJ&K win

Pune: Debutant Digvijay Deshmukh'’s
gritty 83 while batting at No. 8 went in
vain as Jammu and Kashmir beat
Maharashtraby 54 runs on the final day
of their Group C game. In his debut first
class match, the 21-year-old Deshmukh
was the lone Maharashtra batsman
who made a semblance of a fight as his
83 came from just 71 deliveries. For
Jammu & Kashmir, right-arm medium-
pacers Mohammed Mudhasir (4 for 83)
and Umar Nazir (4/86) did most of the
damage. Nazir finished with match fig-
ures of 9 for 116. PTI

BRIEF SCORES: Jammu & Kashmir 209
& 263 bt Maharashtra 109 & 309 all out
in 86.1 overs (Digvijay Deshmukh 83,
Ruturaj Gaikwad 71, MS Trunkwala 54;
M Mudhasir 4/84, Umar Nazir 4/86).
POINTS: J&K: 6 points, Maharashtra: 0.

UP battle fordraw,
Karnataka take lead

Hubli: Hosts Karnataka took the first
innings lead against Uttar Pradesh, as
their Elite Group B Ranji Trophy game
ended in a draw. After bundling out
Uttar Pradesh for 281 in the first in-
nings, courtesy a valiant half-century
by all-rounder Shreyas Gopal (58),
Karnatka posted 321 on the board to
take a slender 40-run lead. In their sec-
ond essay, Uttar Pradesh resumed the
fourth and the final day at 29/1. Uttar
Pradesh had to bat the entire day to
salvage a draw and opener Almas
Shaukat (103 not out) scored an un-
beaten ton to ensure that the visitors
don’tend up losing the game. Shaukat
had to bat as long as possible and he
exactly did that. Shaukat remained on
the crease for 210 balls. In the next
round starting from December 25,
Karnataka take on Himachal Pradesh
in Mysuru, while Uttar Pradesh play
against Saurashtra at Rajkot. PTI
BRIEF SCORES: Uttar Pradesh 281 &
204/3 (Almas Shaukat 103 not out;
Madhav Kaushik 45, David Mathias 1-
27)versus Karnataka 321

POINTS: Karnataka 3, UP 1.

Innings win for
Saurashtra

Visakhapatnam: Medium pacer Jaydev
Unadkat took six wickets for 23 runs
as Saurashtra completed an innings
and 90-run win over the Railways.
Arindam Ghosh and Avinash Yadav
made 30s for Railways but none of the
others batsmen made any major con-
tributions. Fast bowler Chetan
Sakariya took two wickets and left-
arm spinner Dharmendrasinh Jadeja
took two wickets each. Arpit Vasavada
made an unbeaten 134 for Saurashtra.
BRIEF SCORES: Railways 248 all out &
141 all out in 54.4 ovs (A Ghosh 38,
Avinash Yadav 38; ] Unadkar 6/23)lost
to Saurashtra479/9d in 136 ovs
POINTS: Saurashtra 7, Railways O.

Expert coaches
needed, says Bhupathi

Former India Davis Cup captain Mahesh
Bhupathi said young players in the country
needed expert coaches to guide them to per-
form better at the international level. "Across
India there is a lot of talent, but there is lack of
expertise when it comes to coaching and
proper guidance which prevents them from
doing well at the international level,” Bhupathi
said. "I have seen this journey play out over the
years. There's never been any doubt in any-
one's mind about it." He recalled that there
were several players who were in top five in
the rankings at junior level in the 1990s, but
could not go on to do bigger things. "I can tell
you at the junior level, Sandeep (Kirtane), Nitin
(Kirtane), Rohit Reddy and others were all top
fivein juniors, but they were not able todo well
in the men's seniors as they were not able to
get the right guidance,” he added.
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Arteta called to set ‘home’in order

Former midfielder returns as Arsenal coach; says ready to ‘give every drop of blood’ to make the club better

REUTERS
DECEMBER 20

NEW ARSENAL boss Mikel Arteta said he was
confident he would have the London club
challenging for top honours again and asked
for patience after being appointed head coach
ona 3-1/2 year contract on Friday.

Arteta, who made 149 appearances for
Arsenal between 2011 and 2016 before joining
Manchester City's coaching staff as Pep
Guardiola's assistant, replaces fellow Spaniard
Unai Emery at the Emirates Stadium.

"This is a huge honour. Arsenal is one of
the biggest clubs in the world. We need to be
competing for the top trophies in the game,"
the former Arsenal captain said in a statement
."We all know thereisalot of work tobe done
to achieve that but [ am confident we'll do it.
"I'mrealistic enough to know it won't happen
overnight but the current squad has plenty of
talent and there is a great pipeline of young
players coming through from the academy.”

Arsenal are 10th in the Premier League
table, seven points behind fourth-placed
Chelsea, after five victories in 17 matches this
season and travel to 16th-placed Everton for
Saturday's early kickoff.

Emery was sacked last month after
Arsenal's 2-1 Europa League home defeat by
Eintracht Frankfurt which extended their win-
less run in all competitions to seven games,
their worst streak since February 1992 under
George Graham.

Soon after Arteta's appointment was an-
nounced, the 48-year-old Emery told the BBC
that Arsenal had made the right choice in ap-
pointing the rookie. "He really is prepared to
make that next jump,” Emery said. "I do be-
lieve this is a good decision and I would also
like it to be a good decision.”

Arteta, who has never managed a club be-
fore, was named by British media as one of the
candidates in the running to replace former
Arsenal boss Arsene Wenger in 2018 before
the club appointed Emery.

The 37-year-old has enjoyed great success

Mikel Arteta signed a 3 and a half-year contract to lead Arsenal. Reuters

at City, assisting Pep Guardiola as he guided
the club to successive league titles.

Guardiola wished his former assistant suc-
cess in his new job. "I'm pretty sure he willdo
a great job," Guardiola said. "He decided to
move there. You cannot stop it, (you must) fol-
low your dreams and Arsenal was a big part
of his career.” Arsenal's head of football Raul
Sanllehi said Arteta stood out as the perfect
person among several top-class candidates.

"We look forward to him getting down to
work and bringing the best out of our squad as
we work to get our season back on track," he
said. After Arsenal's 3-0 league defeat by
Manchester City on Sunday, interim boss

Master vs apprentice: Jose
hosts former club, Lampard

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
LONDON, DECEMBER 20

FRANK LAMPARD will lock horns with for-
mer boss Jose Mourinho in a Premier League
London derby this weekend as second-
placed Leicester City seek to take advantage
of Liverpool's absence at Manchester City.

Elsewhere, out-of-form Arsenal travel to
Everton and Ole Gunnar Solskjaer takes his
Manchester United side to bottom club
Watford. League leaders Liverpool, who have
a 10-point lead at the top of the table, are
away at the Club World Cup in Qatar.

When Jose Mourinho took over as
Tottenham Hotspur boss last month, his side
were 12 points behind Frank Lampard's
Chelsea and looked out of the running for
the top four.

But Spurs will leapfrog their London ri-
vals into fourth place in the Premier League
if they come out on top on Sunday in amatch
pitting the grizzled Portuguese veteran
against one of his key players during their
time together at Stamford Bridge.

Itis not the first time the pair have locked
horns from opposing dugouts. Lampard
came out on top last season when he took
his Derby side to play Manchester United at
Old Trafford in the League Cup, but both have
since moved on to new clubs.

Chelsea have stumbled in recent weeks,
losing four of their past five Premier League
matches, with the boss hinting at striking re-
inforcements in the January transfer win-
dow. The mood is different at Spurs.

Former player Ledley King said confi-
dence was back and the top four was a real-
istic goal.

"(Mourinho) is a winner," he told Sky
Sports. "He's won everything. From my ex-
perience if someone like that comes into
your club you listen, you take everything
on board and you try to soak up as much as
you can."

Leicester's tough task

Leicester must realistically beat
Manchester City and Liverpool in their next
two matches to stand any chance of winning
asecond Premier League title in five seasons.
Awin for Brendan Rodgers' high-flying team
on Saturday would close the gap to Liverpool
to seven points ahead of their summit meet-
ing with the Premier League leaders on
December 26.

Defending champions City, on the other
hand, can move to within one point of
Leicester if they end the Foxes' nine-match
unbeaten league run.

Rodgers urged his side to keep their
progress in perspective after their run of
eight straight wins was ended by Norwich
last week.

"We are a team that's been developing
over this last nine, 10 months from a mid-
table position and now people are talking
about challenging for titles," he said.

"For us our feet are very firmly on the
ground and the players have been ab-
solutely amazing."

Solskjaer's United conundrum

How will Ole Gunnar Solskjaer ap-
proach Sunday's match away at lowly

Lampard came out on top last season
when he took his Derby side to play at
Old Trafford in the League Cup. Reuters

Watford? United have notched up some
memorable results against the top clubs
this season, beating Chelsea, Tottenham
and Manchester City and drawing against
leaders Liverpool.

But they have slipped up against the
weaker sides, but totalled just one point
from the four matches against
Southampton, West Ham, Newcastle and
Bournemouth.

United are unbeaten in their past six
Premier League games but stumbled to a
draw against Everton last week, losing
some of their recent momentum.

Solskjaer's team have been at their best
this season when conceding possession
and using the searing pace of Marcus
Rashford, Daniel James and the others on
the break.

United enjoyed just 28 percent posses-
sion during their recent 2-1 win against
Manchester City but when they are ex-
pected to dominate they struggle to unlock
defences, as happened against Everton.

Solskjaer must find a way to inject
more creativity into his midfield if he is to
continue his drive towards the top four.

FIXTURES: Saturday-Everton v Arsenal,
Bournemouth v Burnley, Aston Villa v
Southampton, Brighton v Sheffield United,
Newcastle v Crystal Palace, Norwich v
Wolves, Manchester City v Leicester.
Sunday- Watford v Manchester United ,
Tottenham v Chelsea.

Freddie Ljungberg urged the club to make a
quick decision on their next permanent man-
ager. Arsenal director Josh Kroenke, son of the
club's majority owner Stan Kroenke, and
Sanllehi both thanked Ljungberg for his three-
week stewardship.

‘Will end on a high’

Interim Everton boss Duncan Ferguson has
said he would like to sign off on a high if
Saturday's early Premier League kickoff
against Arsenalis to be his final game in charge
of the Merseyside club.

The former striker, a longtime member of
Everton's coaching staff, was handed the reins

Infantino defends
awarding event
to China amid
Uighur outcry

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
DOHA, DECEMBER 20

FIFA president Gianni Infantino has de-
fended the decision to award the hosting of
his much-vaunted new Club World Cup to
China despite the country facing interna-
tional condemnation for the treatment of its
Uighur minority.

"Maybe that with going there, playing
there, in China or anywhere else in the
world, people will continue to speak about
topics like this, to raise these questions, and
maybe eventually the situations for people
are going to improve,” Infantino said to jour-
nalists on Friday in Doha.

There has been an international outcry
at China's rounding-up of an estimated one
million Uighurs and other mostly Muslim
ethnic minorities in internment camps in
the northwestern region of Xinjiang,.

On Friday the European Parliament
called for targeted sanctions to be imposed
against Chinese officials. The issue crossed
over into football last week when the
Arsenal player Mesut Ozil, a German inter-
national of Turkish origin, condemned the
treatment of the Uighur minority in a
Twitter post.

In response, Chinese state broadcaster
CCTV pulled its coverage of Arsenal's Premier
League game against Manchester City. Ozil
has also been deleted from Chinese versions
of the popular Pro Evolution Soccer (PES)
mobile game. Arsenal, however, distanced
themselves from their player's comments.

Infantino is in Qatar for Saturday's Club
World Cup final, with Liverpool facing
Flamengo to decide the winner of what is
currently a seven-team event.

Next year's competition will be the lastin
its current format before it goes to China as
an expanded 24-team tournament to be
held in June and July of 2021.

FIFA was also heavily criticised for
awarding the 2022 World Cup to Qatar de-
spite concerns over the country's treatment
of migrant workers, including those in-
volved in the construction of stadiums.

However, Infantino said that world foot-
ball's governing body could not "solve issues
that the world is not capable of solving." He
added: "How many billions in trade is done
every year by everyone in the world with all
these countries that are criticised?

"Nobody seems to have a problem with
that. Suddenly it comes to football and there
is a problem."”

Maybe that with going there,
playing there, in China or
anywhere else in the world,
people will continue to speak
about topics like this, toraise
these questions, and maybe
eventually the situations for
people are going to improve,"

GIANNIINFANTINO
ONHISNEW STINT

| will give every drop of blood
for this football club to make
it better. | know the
expectations and the stature
of this club and what it
deserves. I’ve got a good vibe.
I’m sensing a good energy. |
feel so happy!”

MIKEL ARTETA
ON HISNEW STINT

after Marco Silva was sacked earlier this month
when Everton dropped into the relegation
zone following a 5-2 defeat by Liverpool.
Ferguson has steadied the ship since taking
over, beating Chelsea at home and drawing at
Manchester United in the league, and losing to
Leicester City on penalties in the League Cup.
Everton, who are now 16th in the standings,
are expected to announce a new permanent
manager soon, with Carlo Ancelotti widely re-
ported to be the front-runner for the position.

"If it is to end tomorrow, then hopefully it
willend onahigh,” Ferguson told a news con-
ference on Friday. "The players have been in-
credible. "I'm happy with the jobI've done...1
think we've got alittle bit of the club back, back
to the fans. We've all pulled together... (but)
we're still in a perilous position.

"We've proved that we can beat top teams.
We need to sustain that now... we need to con-
tinueit, push up the league and away from the
relegation zone."

Ferguson said he did not know who
Everton would unveil as their next boss and
added that he would like to keep working at
the club. "I've not spoken to anyone," he said.
"It'd be fantastic to work under a top manager...
Nobody knows the players better than me. I
hope whoever comes in uses me."

He conceded, however, being aware of re-
ports that Ancelotti, a three-times Champions
League winner who has also won domestic
league titles in England (with Chelsea), Italy,
Germany and France, was in the frame.
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India accounts for 7% of
world’s dope cheats

Doping cases in international sport rose 13 percent in 2017 against
the year before. India, once again, features in the top 10 of the
countries with highest doping cases

1,804 CHEATS, 114 NATIONALITIES,
93 SPORTS

The World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) reported 1,804 Anti-Doping
Rule Violations in the year 2017, arise
from 1,595 in 2016, according to its
annual report released on Thursday.
The report added the casesin 2017
involved people from 114
nationalities, across 93 sports.

ITALY HAS MOST OFFENDERS
According to the report, Italy had the
largest number of infractions, at 171,
followed by France at 128 and the
United States with 103. Brazil had 84
and Russia 82, Coincidentally, WADA's
report was released on the same day
that Russia said it would contest its
ban from major sporting events over
doping violations.

WADA had banned Russia from major
global events -- including the 2020
Tokyo Olympics and the 2022 World
Cup in Qatar -- for four years for
widespread, state-sponsored doping.
China, India, Belgium, Spain and
South Africa completed the list of top
10 nations with doping violations for
the period covered by WADA's report.

ATHLETICS, MOST NOTORIOUS
OLYMPIC SPORT

Although Bodybuilding had the most
number of violations - 266 - athletics
had the highest number of offenders
among Olympic sports (242) followed
by cycling, with 218. Weightlifting had
123 cases. while football had 78 dope
cheats. Wrestling (57), boxing (49) and
aquatics (32) were other disciplines
that had most offenders.

INDIA’S BREAK-UP

SPORT NO. OF DOPING

OFFENCES
Athletics 20
Weightlifting 11
Powerlifting 9
Boxing 4
Wrestling 4
Bodybuilding 3
Cricket 1
Hockey 1
Football 1
Para-powerlifting 1
Taekwondo 1
Volleyball 1

The gender of one athlete isn't revealed. The
athlete was suspended on the basis of
investigation and intelligence, without detection
of prohibited substances. Source: WADA

INDIA PLACED SEVENTH
With 57 violations, India was ranked
seventh on WADA's list. Along with
China and Belgium, the country
accounts for seven percent of the
world's dope cheats. In 2016, India was
placed sixth, with 69 anti-doping
violations, while the year before that,
the rank was third. It is likely that
India will rise substantially on the list
when WADA releases its figures for
2019, considering that 156 athletes
have been caught for doping till
November 30 this year. In the last
couple of weeks, in fact, four Olympic
aspirants tested positive.
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