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India, China to seek
fair border solution

NEARBY

N

Toll touches 16 in U.P. as protests continue

Bhim Army chief held
indawn drama

NEW DELHI

The Delhi police on Saturday
arrested 27 persons,
including Bhim Army chief
Chandra Shekhar Aazad, in
connection with the violence
that erupted at Seemapuriin
Shahdara and Delhi Gate on
Friday. All accused have been
sent to judicial custody.
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Protests continue

at Jamia Millia Islamia
NEW DELHI

Braving freezing cold on
Saturday morning, a large
crowd gathered at Jamia
Millia Islamia for the sixth
consecutive day to condemn
alleged police brutality
against students of the
university, and continue their
protest against the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act and the National Register
of Citizens .
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AMU sets up
one-man
judicial panel

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ALIGARH (U.P.)

Aligarh Muslim University
has set up a one-man judi-
cial panel to conduct an in-
ternal inquiry into violent
incidents that rocked the
campus early this week.

“The inquiry into the vio-
lent incidents that took
place on the campus on De-
cember 15 and 16 will be
conducted by former Chief
Justice of Chattisgarh High
Court, Justice V.K. Gupta,”
AMU Vice Chancellor Tariq
Mansoor said on Saturday.
“We are glad that Justice
Gupta has given his consent
for the same,” he said.

Prof. Mansoor said the
university has decided to get
the origin of the violence
probed as it is not interested
in suppressing any fact. “We
are not interested in sup-
pressing any fact and that is
why we have taken such a
prompt decision to ensure
speedy justice,” he said.

Fresh incidents of violence in Kanpur, Rampur; police claim they did not open fire at protesters

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Protests against the conten-
tious Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act (CAA) continued
in many parts of the country
on Saturday, as the death toll
from widespread violence in
Uttar Pradesh rose to 16.

Fresh incidents of vio-
lence were reported from
towns in Uttar Pradesh,
while a bandh called by the
Opposition Rashtriya Janata
Dal in Bihar affected road
and rail traffic.

Protests in West Bengal,
Assam, Meghalaya, Maha-
rashtra and the national cap-
ital were peaceful. Chennai
continued to witness prot-
ests, with activists from sev-
eral students’ organisations,
including the Students Fed-
eration of India (SFI) and the
Untouchablity Eradication
Front, clashing with the pol-
ice at the Dr. Puratchi Thalai-
var MGR Central Railway
Station.

A 25-year-old youth died
and several people were in-
jured in clashes between
protesters and the police in
Rampur, Uttar Pradesh, offi-
cials said. Many persons
were injured in Kanpur, af-
ter protesters set the Yatimk-
hana police post on fire and
threw stones at the police.
Over 260 policemen were al-
so injured, of whom 57 re-
ceived gunshot wounds, IG
(Law and Order) Praveen Ku-
mar told PTL

the Citizenship (Amendment) Act in Kanpur on Saturday. semi

The Uttar Pradesh police
maintained that it did not
open fire at protesters
anywhere on Friday or Sa-
turday, and firing came from
agitators. “All the deaths that
took place have been in
crossfire, and this will be-
come clear in the post-mor-
tem examination,” DGP O.P.
Singh told reporters. “Wo-
men and children were used
as shields by the protesters,”
he alleged.

“If anyone died in our
fire, we will conduct a judi-
cial inquiry and take action.
But nothing happened from
our side,” he said.

Internet services remain
suspended in many parts of
Uttar Pradesh. In Patna and
several other towns of Bihar,
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
supporters picketed rail and
bus stations and blocked
roads.

While the BJP has an-
nounced a nationwide cam-
paign to drum up support
for the law, the Congress
vowed to keep up the mo-
mentum of protests and an-
nounced a silent dharna at
Rajghat for Monday.

As the BJP signalled that it
would brazen out the prot-
ests, its ally, Shiromani Akali

Dal (SAD), called for bring-
ing Muslims under the pur-

“We strongly feel that the

be included in it [the CAA].”
The law fast-tracks citi-

religions if they have fled
from persecution in Pakis-

desh, and excludes Muslims.
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Winter blues: Women walking along a snow-covered road near Srinagar on Saturday. Many places in Kashmir recorded

sub-zero temperatures at the start of ‘Chillai-Kalan', the 40-day period when the winter is at its harshest

NISSAR AHMAD

‘Protesters say they were held after Friday prayers’

All 15 sent to two-day judicial custody; family of one claims he is a minor

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The 15 persons arrested in
connection with Daryaganj
violence on Friday have been
sent to two-day judicial cus-
tody, senior advocate Rebec-
ca John said.

The lawyer, who appeared
before the court for all the 15
arrested persons on Satur-
day, said the police did not
produce them till 4.30 p.m.
after which the matter went
to a duty magistrate. The
matter is now scheduled for
Monday, she added.

When asked about the pro-
file of the accused, Ms. John
said they are all from humble
background, with one being
a carpenter. “Most of them
say they were picked up by
the police when they were re-
turning after Friday prayers,”
she said.

CcM
K

Relatives of those arrested in connection with Friday's violence

at the Daryaganj police station on Saturday. =Rr.v. MOORTHY

One of the 15 arrested per-
sons may be a minor, said the
senior advocate. “The boy’s
family said he was 15 years
old but the police said they
are verifying his age,” she
said. Deputy Commissioner
of Police (Central) Mandeep
Singh Randhawa remained
unavailable for comment.

In a parallel development,

»

a Delhi court sent 11 persons,
arrested in connection with
the violence in Seemapuri on
Friday, to 14-day judicial cus-
tody. Metropolitan Magis-
trate Mayank Mittal sent
them to jail as the police did
not seek their custodial inter-
rogation, said advocate Nitya
Ramakrishnan, who repre-
sented the accused.

The counsel submitted be-
fore the court that three of
the accused had serious inju-
ries and no prima facie case
was made out against any of
them. She further said the
police had not placed on re-
cord any MLC (medicolegal
case) to show the nature of
injuries suffered by its per-
sonnel and sought to know
the basis on which Section
307 (attempt to murder) of
the Indian Penal Code was
applied against the accused.

The police said the arrest-
ed persons damaged public
property and hurled stones
at the police. Some of the pol-
ice personnel received se-
rious injuries and, therefore,
Section 307 was slapped
against them, the police said.

(With inputs from PTI)
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- BJP to conduct
~awareness drive

The BJP will conduct a mass
i contact programme to

inform the people of the

¢ details of the Citizenship
: (Amendment) Act, assure
¢ them that it is not against

any citizen and bust the
“myths” around it, the party
said on Saturday. » PAGE 10

- Cong. MP:include
- Ahmadiyyas

¢ Congress MP Partap Singh

¢ Bajwa has urged the

¢ President to expand the

¢ ambit of the Citizenship

: (Amendment) Act to include
¢ the Ahmadiyyas in the list of
¢ communities eligible for

. citizenship. They had faced

i persecution in Pakistan

: since 1953 and Pakistan did
view of the CAA and putalid :
on the controversy. Party :
president and former Pun- :
jab Deputy Chief Minister
Sukhbir Singh Badal said, : .
, | - convocation
Muslim community should :

¢ Karthika B. Kurup, a gold

: medallist in M.Sc. Electronic
zenship for followers of six
¢ University, has decided to

: reject her medal and not to
tan, Afghanistan and Bangla- :
¢ scheduled for Monday,

¢ demanding the withdrawal
i of the Citizenship

: (Amendment) Act. » PAGE 11

not recognise them as
Muslims, he said. » PAGE 10

- Topper to shun

Media at Pondicherry

attend the convocation

Doval holds talks with Minister Wang

KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE
NEW DELHI

India and China will intensify
the quest for the settlement
of the boundary question.

A statement from the Mi-
nistry of External Affairs
(MEA) issued after the 22nd
round of the Sino-India boun-
dary talks, held here on Sa-
turday under the framework
of Special Representatives’
dialogue, said the officials re-
solved to respect each other’s
sensitivities for the sake of
better ties. “The Special Re-
presentatives resolved to in-
tensify their efforts to achieve
a fair, reasonable and mutual-
ly acceptable solution to the
India-China boundary ques-
tion in accordance with the
directives provided by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
President Xi Jinping,” the
statement said.

It said both sides agreed
that it was important to main-
tain peace and tranquillity in
the border areas for the “ov-
erall bilateral relationship”.

A statement issued by the
Chinese embassy on the talks
said the two countries are
planning 70 events to cele-
brate the 70th anniversary of
diplomatic ties next year. The
statement added that the two
sides would “actively ad-
vance boundary negotiations
in line with the Agreement on
the Political Parameters and
Guiding Principles for the

Ajit Doval and Chinese team
agreed to intensify efforts
to resolve the border issue.

Settlement of the India-China
Boundary Question”.

The 22nd round was led by
National Security Adviser Ajit
Doval and Chinese State
Councillor and Minister of
Foreign Affairs Wang Yi.

The MEA statement said
the officials underlined the
importance of approaching
the question from the “stra-
tegic perspective of India-
China relations”. The Indian
and Chinese leaders last met
at the Mamallapuram infor-
mal summit in October.

Saturday’s border-related
meeting was specially signifi-
cant as China has been criti-
cal of India's August 5 deci-
sion to end the special status
of Jammu and Kashmir and
bifurcation of the region into
two Union Territories of Jam-
mu and Kashmir, and La-
dakh. India had retorted by
reiterating Delhi's claims over
the Pakistan Occupied Kash-
mir by urging China to stop
its activities in that region.

Trinamool team to meet kin
of those killed in U.P. protests

Former Railway Minister Dinesh Trivedi will lead delegation

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

A four-member Trinamool
delegation, led by former
Railway Minister Dinesh Tri-
vedi, will visit Uttar Pradesh

on Sunday and meet the

“grieving families of those
killed in police firing in Luck-

now”.

“Our delegation is going to
Lucknow on a humanitarian
mission to be with the griev-
ing families of those killed
and would meet the people
injured in the incidents,” a
press statement by the par-
ty’s general secretary, Subra-

ta Bakshi, said on Saturday.
The delegation will in-

clude Trinamool MPs Prati-
ma Mondal, Mohammad Na-

dimul
Biswas.

Haque and Abir

The statement referred to
the deaths of several people
“in police firing in various

Dinesh Trivedi

parts of Uttar Pradesh on De-
cember 20 during the protest
against the  Citizenship
(Amendment) Act”.

After almost five days of
protest by Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee, which includ-
ed long marches and public
rallies, the Trinamool Con-
gress has shifted its protests
to sit-ins and rallies involving
the party organisation as also
its labour and peasant arms.

Ms. Banerjee has directed

her party to take out a pro-
cession in every sub-division
on December 23, and take up
a similar programme from
north Kolkata’s Simla Street
to Beleghata Gandhi Bhavan
in northeast Kolkata the next
day.

Students’ protest
Thousands of students from
different universities of the
city joined a march in protest
against the  Citizenship
(Amendment) Act from Sha-
hid Minar in Esplanade area
to the State BJP headquarters
in north Kolkata.

A scuffle broke out near
the BJP headquarters, but
the police kept the students
and the BJP supporters from
coming face to face.

Earlier in the day, Con-
gress supporters held prot-
ests against the CAA in front
of Raj Bhavan.

Govt. moves on plan for new Parliament House

DDA issues notification to change land use of plot near South Block to ‘residential’

DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHI

A 9.5-acre plot opposite the
existing Parliament House is
likely to be used for the con-
struction of a new Parlia-
ment building, with the go-
vernment on Saturday
moving to change the land
use of the plot currently de-
signated for recreational use
to “Parliament House” in the
Master Plan-2021 of Delhi.

In a notification by the
Delhi Development Authori-
ty, the government sought
objections and suggestions
for a period of 30 days on its
proposal to change the land
use of the plot, after which
the land-use change will be
finalised.

The plot is opposite Par-
liament House, with Red
Cross Road to its north, Rai-
sina Road to its south and

Housing and Urban Affairs

Minister Hardeep Singh Puri.

Parliament to its west, and is
currently demarcated for re-

creational use in the form of

a district park, according to
the notification.

Changes aplenty

Making way for a residential
space near the seat of power,
a 15-acre plot located “North
of Dalhousie Road, near
South Block”, with South

Block to its north, Dara Shi-
koh Road to its south, part of
South Block to the east and
Rashtrapati Bhavan to its
west, was proposed to be
used for “residential” use in-
stead of the existing “govern-
ment office” and “recrea-
tional (neighbourhood play
area)”, according to the
notification.

This comes at a time the
Union Housing and Urban
Affairs  Ministry, under
which the DDA operates, is
preparing for a revamp of
Parliament, the Central Vista
and government offices in
the area. While the Ministry
is yet to publicly share the
exact plan, sources have said
the Prime Minister’s resi-
dence could be shifted closer
to the PMO at South Block.

Also in the notification,
the DDA proposed changing

»

the land use of a 15-acre plot
on Church Road near the
Central Secretariat bus ter-
minal from transportation
(bus terminal and parking)
and recreational (neighbour-
hood play area) to “govt. of-
fice”.

The land use of a 7.7-acre
plot to the south of Dr. Rajen-
dra Prasad Road that houses
the National Archives was
proposed to be changed
from public and semi-public
facilities to “govt. office” for
5.88 acres and recreational
(district park) for 1.88 acres.

Another plot on “South of
Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road
and East of Janpath”, spread
over 24.7 acres, was pro-
posed to be changed from
public and semi-public facili-
ties to government office on
22.82 acres and recreational
(district park) on 1.88 acres.
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