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India, China to seek
fair border solution

NEARBY

N

Toll touches 16 in U.P. as protests continue

Bhim Army chief held
indawn drama

NEW DELHI

The Delhi police on Saturday
arrested 27 persons,
including Bhim Army chief
Chandra Shekhar Aazad, in
connection with the violence
that erupted at Seemapuriin
Shahdara and Delhi Gate on
Friday. All accused have been
sent to judicial custody.

NEWS » PAGE 11

Protests continue

at Jamia Millia Islamia
NEW DELHI

Braving freezing cold on
Saturday morning, a large
crowd gathered at Jamia
Millia Islamia for the sixth
consecutive day to condemn
alleged police brutality
against students of the
university, and continue their
protest against the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act and the National Register
of Citizens .
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AMU sets up
one-man
judicial panel

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ALIGARH (U.P.)

Aligarh Muslim University
has set up a one-man judi-
cial panel to conduct an in-
ternal inquiry into violent
incidents that rocked the
campus early this week.

“The inquiry into the vio-
lent incidents that took
place on the campus on De-
cember 15 and 16 will be
conducted by former Chief
Justice of Chattisgarh High
Court, Justice V.K. Gupta,”
AMU Vice Chancellor Tariq
Mansoor said on Saturday.
“We are glad that Justice
Gupta has given his consent
for the same,” he said.

Prof. Mansoor said the
university has decided to get
the origin of the violence
probed as it is not interested
in suppressing any fact. “We
are not interested in sup-
pressing any fact and that is
why we have taken such a
prompt decision to ensure
speedy justice,” he said.

Fresh incidents of violence in Kanpur, Rampur; police claim they did not open fire at protesters

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Protests against the conten-
tious Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act (CAA) continued
in many parts of the country
on Saturday, as the death toll
from widespread violence in
Uttar Pradesh rose to 16.

Fresh incidents of vio-
lence were reported from
towns in Uttar Pradesh,
while a bandh called by the
Opposition Rashtriya Janata
Dal in Bihar affected road
and rail traffic.

Protests in West Bengal,
Assam, Meghalaya, Maha-
rashtra and the national cap-
ital were peaceful. Chennai
continued to witness prot-
ests, with activists from sev-
eral students’ organisations,
including the Students Fed-
eration of India (SFI) and the
Untouchablity Eradication
Front, clashing with the pol-
ice at the Dr. Puratchi Thalai-
var MGR Central Railway
Station.

A 25-year-old youth died
and several people were in-
jured in clashes between
protesters and the police in
Rampur, Uttar Pradesh, offi-
cials said. Many persons
were injured in Kanpur, af-
ter protesters set the Yatimk-
hana police post on fire and
threw stones at the police.
Over 260 policemen were al-
so injured, of whom 57 re-
ceived gunshot wounds, IG
(Law and Order) Praveen Ku-
mar told PTL

the Citizenship (Amendment) Act in Kanpur on Saturday. semi

The Uttar Pradesh police
maintained that it did not
open fire at protesters
anywhere on Friday or Sa-
turday, and firing came from
agitators. “All the deaths that
took place have been in
crossfire, and this will be-
come clear in the post-mor-
tem examination,” DGP O.P.
Singh told reporters. “Wo-
men and children were used
as shields by the protesters,”
he alleged.

“If anyone died in our
fire, we will conduct a judi-
cial inquiry and take action.
But nothing happened from
our side,” he said.

Internet services remain
suspended in many parts of
Uttar Pradesh. In Patna and
several other towns of Bihar,
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
supporters picketed rail and
bus stations and blocked
roads.

While the BJP has an-
nounced a nationwide cam-
paign to drum up support
for the law, the Congress
vowed to keep up the mo-
mentum of protests and an-
nounced a silent dharna at
Rajghat for Monday.

As the BJP signalled that it
would brazen out the prot-
ests, its ally, Shiromani Akali

Dal (SAD), called for bring-
ing Muslims under the pur-

“We strongly feel that the

be included in it [the CAA].”
The law fast-tracks citi-

religions if they have fled
from persecution in Pakis-

desh, and excludes Muslims.
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Winter blues: Women walking along a snow-covered road near Srinagar on Saturday. Many places in Kashmir recorded

sub-zero temperatures at the start of ‘Chillai-Kalan', the 40-day period when the winter is at its harshest

NISSAR AHMAD

‘Protesters say they were held after Friday prayers’

All 15 sent to two-day judicial custody; family of one claims he is a minor

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The 15 persons arrested in
connection with Daryaganj
violence on Friday have been
sent to two-day judicial cus-
tody, senior advocate Rebec-
ca John said.

The lawyer, who appeared
before the court for all the 15
arrested persons on Satur-
day, said the police did not
produce them till 4.30 p.m.
after which the matter went
to a duty magistrate. The
matter is now scheduled for
Monday, she added.

When asked about the pro-
file of the accused, Ms. John
said they are all from humble
background, with one being
a carpenter. “Most of them
say they were picked up by
the police when they were re-
turning after Friday prayers,”
she said.

CcM
K

Relatives of those arrested in connection with Friday's violence

at the Daryaganj police station on Saturday. =Rr.v. MOORTHY

One of the 15 arrested per-
sons may be a minor, said the
senior advocate. “The boy’s
family said he was 15 years
old but the police said they
are verifying his age,” she
said. Deputy Commissioner
of Police (Central) Mandeep
Singh Randhawa remained
unavailable for comment.

In a parallel development,

»

a Delhi court sent 11 persons,
arrested in connection with
the violence in Seemapuri on
Friday, to 14-day judicial cus-
tody. Metropolitan Magis-
trate Mayank Mittal sent
them to jail as the police did
not seek their custodial inter-
rogation, said advocate Nitya
Ramakrishnan, who repre-
sented the accused.

The counsel submitted be-
fore the court that three of
the accused had serious inju-
ries and no prima facie case
was made out against any of
them. She further said the
police had not placed on re-
cord any MLC (medicolegal
case) to show the nature of
injuries suffered by its per-
sonnel and sought to know
the basis on which Section
307 (attempt to murder) of
the Indian Penal Code was
applied against the accused.

The police said the arrest-
ed persons damaged public
property and hurled stones
at the police. Some of the pol-
ice personnel received se-
rious injuries and, therefore,
Section 307 was slapped
against them, the police said.

(With inputs from PTI)
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- BJP to conduct
~awareness drive

The BJP will conduct a mass
i contact programme to

inform the people of the

¢ details of the Citizenship
: (Amendment) Act, assure
¢ them that it is not against

any citizen and bust the
“myths” around it, the party
said on Saturday. » PAGE 10

- Cong. MP:include
- Ahmadiyyas

¢ Congress MP Partap Singh

¢ Bajwa has urged the

¢ President to expand the

¢ ambit of the Citizenship

: (Amendment) Act to include
¢ the Ahmadiyyas in the list of
¢ communities eligible for

. citizenship. They had faced

i persecution in Pakistan

: since 1953 and Pakistan did
view of the CAA and putalid :
on the controversy. Party :
president and former Pun- :
jab Deputy Chief Minister
Sukhbir Singh Badal said, : .
, | - convocation
Muslim community should :

¢ Karthika B. Kurup, a gold

: medallist in M.Sc. Electronic
zenship for followers of six
¢ University, has decided to

: reject her medal and not to
tan, Afghanistan and Bangla- :
¢ scheduled for Monday,

¢ demanding the withdrawal
i of the Citizenship

: (Amendment) Act. » PAGE 11

not recognise them as
Muslims, he said. » PAGE 10

- Topper to shun

Media at Pondicherry

attend the convocation

Doval holds talks with Minister Wang

KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE
NEW DELHI

India and China will intensify
the quest for the settlement
of the boundary question.

A statement from the Mi-
nistry of External Affairs
(MEA) issued after the 22nd
round of the Sino-India boun-
dary talks, held here on Sa-
turday under the framework
of Special Representatives’
dialogue, said the officials re-
solved to respect each other’s
sensitivities for the sake of
better ties. “The Special Re-
presentatives resolved to in-
tensify their efforts to achieve
a fair, reasonable and mutual-
ly acceptable solution to the
India-China boundary ques-
tion in accordance with the
directives provided by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
President Xi Jinping,” the
statement said.

It said both sides agreed
that it was important to main-
tain peace and tranquillity in
the border areas for the “ov-
erall bilateral relationship”.

A statement issued by the
Chinese embassy on the talks
said the two countries are
planning 70 events to cele-
brate the 70th anniversary of
diplomatic ties next year. The
statement added that the two
sides would “actively ad-
vance boundary negotiations
in line with the Agreement on
the Political Parameters and
Guiding Principles for the

Ajit Doval and Chinese team
agreed to intensify efforts
to resolve the border issue.

Settlement of the India-China
Boundary Question”.

The 22nd round was led by
National Security Adviser Ajit
Doval and Chinese State
Councillor and Minister of
Foreign Affairs Wang Yi.

The MEA statement said
the officials underlined the
importance of approaching
the question from the “stra-
tegic perspective of India-
China relations”. The Indian
and Chinese leaders last met
at the Mamallapuram infor-
mal summit in October.

Saturday’s border-related
meeting was specially signifi-
cant as China has been criti-
cal of India's August 5 deci-
sion to end the special status
of Jammu and Kashmir and
bifurcation of the region into
two Union Territories of Jam-
mu and Kashmir, and La-
dakh. India had retorted by
reiterating Delhi's claims over
the Pakistan Occupied Kash-
mir by urging China to stop
its activities in that region.

Trinamool team to meet kin
of those killed in U.P. protests

Former Railway Minister Dinesh Trivedi will lead delegation

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

A four-member Trinamool
delegation, led by former
Railway Minister Dinesh Tri-
vedi, will visit Uttar Pradesh

on Sunday and meet the

“grieving families of those
killed in police firing in Luck-

now”.

“Our delegation is going to
Lucknow on a humanitarian
mission to be with the griev-
ing families of those killed
and would meet the people
injured in the incidents,” a
press statement by the par-
ty’s general secretary, Subra-

ta Bakshi, said on Saturday.
The delegation will in-

clude Trinamool MPs Prati-
ma Mondal, Mohammad Na-

dimul
Biswas.

Haque and Abir

The statement referred to
the deaths of several people
“in police firing in various

Dinesh Trivedi

parts of Uttar Pradesh on De-
cember 20 during the protest
against the  Citizenship
(Amendment) Act”.

After almost five days of
protest by Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee, which includ-
ed long marches and public
rallies, the Trinamool Con-
gress has shifted its protests
to sit-ins and rallies involving
the party organisation as also
its labour and peasant arms.

Ms. Banerjee has directed

her party to take out a pro-
cession in every sub-division
on December 23, and take up
a similar programme from
north Kolkata’s Simla Street
to Beleghata Gandhi Bhavan
in northeast Kolkata the next
day.

Students’ protest
Thousands of students from
different universities of the
city joined a march in protest
against the  Citizenship
(Amendment) Act from Sha-
hid Minar in Esplanade area
to the State BJP headquarters
in north Kolkata.

A scuffle broke out near
the BJP headquarters, but
the police kept the students
and the BJP supporters from
coming face to face.

Earlier in the day, Con-
gress supporters held prot-
ests against the CAA in front
of Raj Bhavan.

Govt. moves on plan for new Parliament House

DDA issues notification to change land use of plot near South Block to ‘residential’

DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHI

A 9.5-acre plot opposite the
existing Parliament House is
likely to be used for the con-
struction of a new Parlia-
ment building, with the go-
vernment on Saturday
moving to change the land
use of the plot currently de-
signated for recreational use
to “Parliament House” in the
Master Plan-2021 of Delhi.

In a notification by the
Delhi Development Authori-
ty, the government sought
objections and suggestions
for a period of 30 days on its
proposal to change the land
use of the plot, after which
the land-use change will be
finalised.

The plot is opposite Par-
liament House, with Red
Cross Road to its north, Rai-
sina Road to its south and

Housing and Urban Affairs

Minister Hardeep Singh Puri.

Parliament to its west, and is
currently demarcated for re-

creational use in the form of

a district park, according to
the notification.

Changes aplenty

Making way for a residential
space near the seat of power,
a 15-acre plot located “North
of Dalhousie Road, near
South Block”, with South

Block to its north, Dara Shi-
koh Road to its south, part of
South Block to the east and
Rashtrapati Bhavan to its
west, was proposed to be
used for “residential” use in-
stead of the existing “govern-
ment office” and “recrea-
tional (neighbourhood play
area)”, according to the
notification.

This comes at a time the
Union Housing and Urban
Affairs  Ministry, under
which the DDA operates, is
preparing for a revamp of
Parliament, the Central Vista
and government offices in
the area. While the Ministry
is yet to publicly share the
exact plan, sources have said
the Prime Minister’s resi-
dence could be shifted closer
to the PMO at South Block.

Also in the notification,
the DDA proposed changing

»

the land use of a 15-acre plot
on Church Road near the
Central Secretariat bus ter-
minal from transportation
(bus terminal and parking)
and recreational (neighbour-
hood play area) to “govt. of-
fice”.

The land use of a 7.7-acre
plot to the south of Dr. Rajen-
dra Prasad Road that houses
the National Archives was
proposed to be changed
from public and semi-public
facilities to “govt. office” for
5.88 acres and recreational
(district park) for 1.88 acres.

Another plot on “South of
Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road
and East of Janpath”, spread
over 24.7 acres, was pro-
posed to be changed from
public and semi-public facili-
ties to government office on
22.82 acres and recreational
(district park) on 1.88 acres.

A ND-NDE



e THE HINDU

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2019

. Timings

DELHI
SUNDAY, DEC. 22

RISE 07:10 SET 17:30
\_ RISE 02:57 SET 14:36
MONDAY, DEC. 23

RISE 07:10 SET 17:30
\_ RISE 04:00 SET 15:17
TUESDAY, DEC. 24

RISE 07:11 SET 17:31
\_ RISE 05:04 SET 16:01
Delhi Weather max__min
Delhi City 18 09
Safdarjang 18 09
Palam 17 09

Delhi Palam Today

17°C Dense fog during very
cold morning. Day will be cool
with partly cloudy sky.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow

18°C Moderate fog with dense
in pockets. A partly cloudy sky
on comfortable day.

Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.
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HC asks RIL to disclose
assets on Centre's plea
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has
asked Reliance Industries
(RIL) and British Gas (BG) to
disclose their assets on the
Centre's plea for directions to
both companies not to
dispose of their assets. The
government has sought to
restrain the two companies
from disposing of their assets
as they have allegedly failed
to pay it USD 3,856,734,582
as per an arbitral award in
favour of the Centre in
relation to the Panna-Mukta
and Tapti (PMT) production-
sharing contracts.

THEsR2HINDU
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

Not allowed to meet protesters
held from Daryaganyj, allege kin

Family members complain those responsible for Friday’s violence managed to flee

HEMANI BHANDARI
NEW DELHI

Families of those arrested in
connection with violence
during protests against the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act in Seemapuri and Delhi
Gate alleged that the police
“randomly” arrested them
and that those who indulged
in violence managed to flee.

Munna Malik, a resident
of Old Seemapuri and a pro-
perty dealer, waited outside
Seemapuri police station to
meet his friend Aitamad
Ahmed alias Haji Guddu.

“He is among the promi-
nent people in our locality
and on Friday, after the vio-
lence, he had come to the
police station to help all
those who had been de-
tained from our area... but
the police arrested him. He
was not a part of any protest.
Those who actually indulged
in violence fled from there,”
he said.

Families also said that the
police did not allow them to
enter the police station or
meet the ones in custody.

A relative of Aitamad, who
identified himself as Mohsin,
said he and his family had
come to the police station on
Friday night and had been
waiting to see him since Sa-
turday morning but were not
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Thousands protested against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act and the National Register of

Citizens at Daryaganj near Delhi Gate on Friday. =SANDEEP SAXENA

being allowed to do so. At
the entrance, a barricade
had been put up and an offi-
cial refused entry to those
who enquired about the de-
tained.

The official said he had
been told by senior officers
to not let families inside.

Akram, brother of one
Amjad who was in police
custody, waited at the police
station clueless.

He also complained that

he wasn’t allowed to meet
his brother and was waiting
for police to take him to
court so he could see him.

Mr. Akram said that Am-
jad, resident of Shaheed
Park, works as a chicken
supplier and was returning
from Ghazaipur mandi when
he is suspected to have been
picked up by the police.

“He usually reaches home
by 5 p.m., but when he
didn’t, we started looking for

him. His phone had been
switched off. As violence was
under way, we went to the
police post and then came to
the police station as well but
there was no news of him.
Meanwhile, a local told me
that the police had arrested
him. I saw him in the morn-
ing when the police had ta-
ken him for medical exami-
nation. He has a head injury
and was walking with a
limp,” the brother said.

Wagf board to give 35 lakh to kin of those killed in protests

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Delhi Waqf Board on Satur-
day said they will give 5 lakh
to families of people who
have died across the country
during protests against the
National Register of Citizens
(NRC) and the Citizen

(Amendment) Act.

“This is a fight to save the
country and the Constitu-
tion,” said Board chairman
Amanatullah Khan. In a Face-
book post, he claimed that
several people were killed in
Uttar Pradesh and Karnata-
ka’s Mangaluru during prot-

ests due to “police bullets”.
The AAP MLA said that
currently they are thinking
about giving compensation to
only protesters. On giving fi-
nancial assistance to the fa-
milies of injured policemen,
Mr. Khan, said: “We will think
about it.” Earlier, Mr. Khan

had provided financial help
of %5 lakh and a permanent
job at the Board to Jamia Mil-
lia Islamia student Moham-
mad Minhajuddin, who lost
sight in his left eye after pol-
ice entered the campus and
allegedly baton-charged stu-
dents last week.

PM’srally an
election stunt,
says Congress

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s rally at the Ramlila
Maidan on Sunday which is
related to the regularisation
of unauthorised colonies is
a “mere election stunt to be-
tray over 40 lakh people”
living in such settlements,
alleged the Delhi Congress.

Delhi Congress chief Sub-
hash Chopra said: “When
the Congress was in power
both at the Centre and in
Delhi, unauthorised colo-
nies were not only given big
relief but all-round develop-
ments were carried out in
these colonies. The Modi
government has done injus-
tice to these colonies by
showing them the mirage of
regularisation without any
intention to do so.”

The Modi government
had “changed the core prin-
ciples” of the 2008 notifica-
tion to “ruin the lives of
those living in unauthorised
colonies”, he alleged. Con-
gress leader Ajay Maken ar-
gued that both these go-
vernments were
“anti-poor.”

DELHI TODAY

Music: Saptorshi Sangeet Sammelan.
Solo Hawain guitar recital by
Monideep Mittra, accompaniend by
Susomay Mishra (tabla). Followed by
tabla solo by Prasenjit Adhikary, Na-
kma by Daksh Raj Sharma. The evening
concludes with Hindustani classical
vocal recital by Surparna Adhikary, ac-
companied by Fateh Singh Gangani
(tabla) at Amaltas Hall, India Habitat
Centre (IHC), 7 p.m.

Dance and music: Legends of To-
morrow, an evening of Hindustani
classical will feature Odissi dance re-
cital by Madhur Gupta and vocal re-
cital by Anisha Ray at Triveni Kala
Sangam, 205 TansenMarg, Mandi
House, 6:30 p.m.

Talk: Ambarish Dave will recite verses
of Srimad Bhagavat Gita selected by
Shri Ramana at Ramana Kendra, Lodhi
Road, 5 p.m.

Exhibition: “India: A Mapful Story”,
an exhibition of Unseen Historical
maps and other important engravings
(circa 18th century to 1946) at Ojas
Art Gallery, 1AQ, Qutab Minar Round-
about, MehrauliRoad, 11a.m.-7 p.m.

Exhibition: “My dreams, My world”,
a group art show by specially-abled
children of Deepashram at Arpana Fine
Arts Gallery, Siri Fort Institutional
Area, 11a.m.-7p.m.

(Mail your listings for this column at
cityeditordelhi@thehindu.co.in)

The target is to secure more seats in
Assembly polls this time, says Kejriwal

CM says AAP forced the BJP to talk about development

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
The Aam Aadmi Party
needs to set a target of win-
ning more seats in the up-
coming election than in the
2015 polls when it secured
67 of the 70 Assembly
seats, Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal told party
members on Saturday.
Elections to Delhi As-
sembly are due early next
year. This time, Prashant
Kishor-led political consul-
tancy firm I-PAC has come
on board with AAP to help
in its election campaign.
Mr. Kejriwal said: “Just
over a month is left for the
Delhi Assembly polls and
since the city is AAP’s base,
we have to fight the elec-
tion strongly. Our target is
also very big. Last time, we
won 67 seats. This time, we
should not get less than
that but more.”

‘Take up responsibility’
He advised party members
and volunteers to take up
whatever  responsibility
that are assigned to them
for the poll campaign in
earnest.

Mr. Kejriwal claimed that
his party has changed the

. =y
Arvind Kejriwal

political discourse and
forced the BJP to talk about
development issues in Del-
hi.

“It’s the same BJP that
seeks votes based on Jats
and non-Jats in Haryana
and Hindu-Muslim in the
rest of the country. But in
Delhi, it has been forced to
talk about development.
The BJP’s agenda of Hindu-
Muslim politics does not
work in Delhi. Through our
work done in the last five
years, we have given a
hope to the people,” he
said. On Friday, the party
launched its new slogan —
Acche beete paanch saal-
Lage raho Kejriwal (the last
five years went well -keep
going Kejriwal). The Chief
Minister also said it is often
observed that the political

parties formed out of a
movement could not sus-
tain itself because of inter-
nal feuds and differences
between the members.

“The examples of 1977
and Assam are stark remin-
ders of this fact. People
had the same misconcep-
tion about AAP.We formed
the party and garnered a
large number of votes
which was contrary to the
expectations of all the
sceptics,” he said.

He also said: “What
came after the victory was
more difficult for AAP. It of-
ten happens that after
coming to power, parties
become arrogant and even-
tually are not able to han-
dle the responsibility for
which they were elected.”

Rajya Sabha MP and se-
nior AAP leader Sanjay
Singh claimed that the
work of his party’s govern-
ment in education, health,
power, water and other
sectors are being discussed
all over the world.

Other prominent party
members who attended
the meeting included De-
puty Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia, party leaders Go-
pal Rai and Atishi.

Delhi BJP collects over 11 lakh
signatures for Modi’s rally today

Preparations on at Ramlila Maidan to make event a success

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Preparations for the “Dha-
nyawad Rally” to be ad-
dressed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at Ramlila
Maidan here on Sunday
were completed after the
State unit of the BJP dis-
patched a tempo containing
over 11 lakh signatures from
the residents of 1,731 un-
authorised colonies to the
venue on Saturday.

These signatures will be
handed over to Mr. Modi to
thank him for this “historic
decision and for proving
their full trust in the BJP”,
the party said.

“Lakhs of people of 1,731
unauthorised colonies parti-
cipated in the signature
campaign initiated by the
State BJP. The Centre has gi-
ven a valuable gift to more
than 40 lakh people living in
these colonies before the
New Year,” said BJP Rajya
Sabha MP Vijay Goel.

He added: “Previously,
the Congress governments
kept this work pending for
15 years and now the Chief
Minister deliberately kept it

e S

A worker carries cut-outs of PM Narendra Modi and Home

Minister Amit Shah at Ramlila Maidan on Saturday. =pi

pending for five years so
that the Centre can be
blamed for it. BJP is the well-
wisher of the poor people
but the Aam Aadmi Party
government is anti-people.”

This was why the Aam
Aadmi Party government
did not implement the Ay-
ushman Bharat Yojana un-
der which medical insu-
rance of %5 lakh is given to

10

Labourers on their way to work on a cold Saturday morning near Yamuna Pushta. =r.v. MooRTHY

poor families, he alleged.

“Under the PM Awas Yoja-
na, 3.5 crore people have
been provided houses till
date but the poor people of
Delhi have not been includ-
ed in this scheme because it
was not implemented here,”
he said, adding: “Arvind
Kejriwal must answer why
he is doing such injustice
with the poor people?”

N

‘Very poor’ air quality expected today

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Delhi’s air quality stayed in
the ‘severe’ category on Sa-
turday and is expected to im-
prove to ‘very poor’ on Sun-
day owning to higher wind
speeds, said forecasting
agency SAFAR.

The minimum tempera-
ture was 9.5 degree Celsius,
one degree below normal,
while the maximum temper-
ature was 18 degree Celsius,
three notches below normal.

On Sunday, the sky will be

Air quality of Delhi-NCR
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AIR QUALITY INDEX AT 4 P.M. YESTERDAY
(AVERAGE OF PAST 24 HOURS) | SOURCE: CPCB

mainly clear with dense fog
in the morning, said the Re-
gional Meteorological
Centre. The average PM2.5
level on Saturday was 244.9

ug/m3 — four times the safe
limit of 60ug/m3 — in Delhi-
NCR at 7 p.m., according to
the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB). On November
3, the PM2.5 level had hit 625
ug/m3. The Air Quality Index
(AQI) was 418 (severe).
“Wind speed is likely to
pick up by Sunday and AQI is
likely to improve to the high-
er end of ‘very poor’. De-
crease in minimum tempera-
ture will be favourable for
dense fog formation for the
next two days,” said SAFAR.
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For the second consecutive day, hundreds of students and citizens assembled outside the Delhi Police headquarters at
ITO on Saturday to condemn police brutality and demand the release of those detained for protesting against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act and the National Register of Citizens. =p1i

Secular fabric of the nation is in peril

Gurugram residents brave the cold to raise voice against new citizenship law

ASHOK KUMAR
GURUGRAM

Inresponse to a call from Gur-
gaon Nagrik Ekta Manch, an
inter-faith community-based
organisation, for protest
against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act and Na-
tional Register of Citizens, a
large crowd gathered at Lei-
sure Valley Park in Sector 29
here on Saturday for protest
on the twin issues.

Former two-time Planning
Commission member Syeda
Hameed, who was among the
prominent speakers at the
event, said she saluted the
youth and those who had lost
their lives protesting against
the controversial Act, and for
“keeping alive the foundation
of India and its Constitution”.

There is a need to remain
vigilant against any attempt to

— colour the movement as

“communal”, she warned.

The demonstration began
with the crowd reading the
Preamble of the Constitution.

Sunita Sethi, a doctor, and
her husband C.S. Sethi, a civil
constructor, who came from
Golf Course Road area to take
part in the protest, felt that
the “secular fabric of the na-
tion was never in as much pe-
ril as it was today”.

In her early 60s, Ms. Sethi
said that when even the elder-
ly had to come out, it meant

Citizens during the protest at Leisure Valley Park in Sector 29,

Gurugram, on Saturday. =mANOJKUMAR

that “something is seriously
amiss”. As she talked about
how Indians had fought the
Britishers and the Emergency
to remain on the path to pro-
gress, her husband, a Sikh, in-
terjected: “We chose to be a
secular nation after Partition.
But today we are being told
that we are not. What can be
more serious than this?”.

Prominent speakers

The event saw a predomi-
nantly urban crowd — a mix
of college and school students
as well as professionals, acti-
vists and the elderly — hold-
ing up creative placards and
Tricolours. The crowd inter-
mittently broke into sloga-
neering, demanding “Azadi”
and denouncing the present
regime. Several speakers re-

cited revolutionary poems
and songs, which charged up
the crowd on a cold evening.
Avni, a Class 9 student of
Shikshantar, was at the prot-
est with her parents, brother
and friends to support her
“idea of equality”. Her class-
mate Sara, holding up a copy
of the Preamble, said she felt
scared as a Muslim.
Chaitanya Kapila, who is
preparing for his MBA en-
trance exam, said he came to
the protest as he could not
make it to the demonstrations
in Delhi. “I wanted to go to
Mandi House, but the metro
was not halting at a few sta-
tions and the traffic was terri-
ble,” he said, adding that
some of friends were beaten
when the police allegedly en-
tered the Jamia Millia Islamia

library, and at Delhi Gate.
“There can be a difference

of opinion on issues, but my

point is that the freedom to

disagree should not be
curbed,” said the 21-year-old

Inspired by the incident at
JMI, Aamir Aziz, another
speaker, read out a poem Ja-
mia Ki Ladkiyan dedicated
to the female students of the
university amid loud cheers
from the protesters.

Former Rajya Sabha MP
Mohammed Adeeb said the
people would show their doc-
uments only when those in
power showed their degrees,
referring to the controversy
over the degree of Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi.

The protest ended with the
demonstrators tearing up co-
pies of the CAA.

In Gurugram, youngsters send special messages to PM

People from all walks of life join protest, hold up eye-catching placards

ASHOK KUMAR
GURUGRAM

A bunch of youngsters,
working with an air pollu-
tion start-up, decided to
protest against the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act and
the National Register of Citi-
zens at Leisure Valley Park
on Saturday. They wanted to
link the two — the protest
and their start-up — and
came up with a slogan that
read: “PM 2.0 is worse than
PM 2.5”.

Holding the placards,
Parth, said he had come to
the protest with his col-
leagues. Comprising mostly
urban population, with a
majority of them young stu-
dents and professionals, the

A man with a placard during
the protest against CAA at
Leisure Valley Park on
Saturday. =AsHOK KUMAR

crowd carried placards with
slogans that were fresh, wit-
ty and new.

“Babri giraane waale ba-
ta rahe hai protest peaceful
kaise rakhna hai. CAA go

back,” read a placard, held
by a young woman. Even
Bollywood did not escape
the minds of these young pe-
ople. Prachi, a school teach-
er, penned down a slogan
that read: “Kuch- Kuch Hota
Hai Mo-Sha, Tum Nahi Sam-
johge, Reject NRC-CAA.” She
said, “Being a movie-buff, I
thought of this slogan at the
spot itself.”

Nisheeth Shrivastava, an
advertisement professional,
carried a hand-written pla-
card that read: “Bure din wa-
pas do” Worried over the
sluggish economic growth,
Mr. Shrivastava, said the pe-
ople had voted for the BJP
hoping for a better future
and a leap in growth but the

opposite had happened.

A placard bearing a pic-
ture of former President APJ
Abdul Kalam asked: “Shah
Ji, Mera Naam List Mein Hai
Kya,” emphasising the con-
tributions of the Muslims in
the growth of the country.
One more placard equated
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi with Hitler.

Many young protesters
carried placards that read:
“Error 404, Democracy Not
Found,” underscoring the
corporate culture of the Mil-
lennium City, also an IT-hub.
“Dear PM, please use the
taxpayers money to make
educational and not deten-
tion centres,” said a placard,
with reference to the NRC.

Protests continue for 6th

consecutive day at Jamia

‘Attack on secularism an attempt to distract us from rising poverty, unemployment’

ELISHA VERMANI
NEW DELHI

Braving freezing cold on Sa-
turday morning, a large
crowd gathered at Jamia Millia
Islamia (JMI) for the sixth con-
secutive day to condemn al-
leged police brutality against
students of the university, and
continue their protest against
the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act and the National Register
of Citizens (NRC).

On December 15, Delhi Pol-
ice personnel had entered the
university campus to look for
‘outsiders’ who were allegedly
involved in violence and ar-
son during a nearby protest
against the Act.

Amid heavy sloganeering,
protesters ensured that traffic
movement in the area re-
mained unaffected and urged
the crowd to keep moving in
order to avoid blocking the
road at any point.

They also took up initia-
tives to clean up the site of
protest and roads along the
massive Jamia campus.

‘Will voice our dissent’
Twenty-two-year-old Rahat
Parveen, who was on campus
on December 15, said: “I have
been to several protests in the
last few days and we have
gathered here at Jamia every-
day to stand by the students of
this college and voice our dis-
sent against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act and the
NRC.” She also said that police
action on students and the
general public was “unlawful”
Calling the CAA “discrimi-
natory”, and the actions of
the government “arbitrary”,
18-year-old Samia Zahoor, a
first-year student of JMI, said:
“We know that this attack on
secularity of the Constitution
is a ploy to distract the masses
from real issues such as pover-
ty and unemployment, and

I UVIREENS,
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Saturday. =SuSHIL KUMAR VERMA

direct their attention towards
communalism.”

JMI students as well as
those from universities across
Delhi, local residents and JMI
alumni participated in the
protest.

Several former JMI stu-

MHEAID |
Students and citizens protest against
the amended Citizenship Act outside
Jamia Millia Islamia; (right) volunteers
hand out food to the protesters on

dents expressed their disap-
pointment over the way the
university was being targeted
by the authorities.
Nineteen-year-old Shalini
Singh, a Delhi University stu-
dent who narrowly escaped
detention during protest on

Friday, said: “The police de-
tained protesters at U.P. Bha-
wan, so I headed to Jamia to
extend my solidarity against
this oppressive government. I
have been to every single
protest so far and will conti-
nue to do so.”
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Man held for kidnapping
2-year-old boy in Dwarka |

‘He commiitted crime after minor’s mother rejected his advances’

124 lakh given
to kin of road
accident victim

NIRNIMESH KUMAR
NEW DELHI

A Motor Accident Claims
Tribunal on Friday award-
ed 324 lakh compensation
to the family of a 21-year-
old youth who was killed in
an accident after being hit
by a truck in Loni area of
Ghaziabad in 2016.

The victim was riding a
bike when the truck hit
him. The owner-cum-driv-
er of the offending vehicle
made no submission in his
defence, while insurer of
the truck said that the clai-
mants, in collusion with
the police, had registered a
false case and the truck
was dragged into it later.

The petitioners claimed
that the victim was earning
16,500 per month but his
family could not produce
any papers in support of it.
So, the tribunal fixed his
wage as per the then exist-
ing minimum wage of a
non-matriculate.

Couple found dead
inside residence

Man suspected to have killed wife: police

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 40-year-old woman and
her 45-year-old husband
were found dead inside their
house in Dwarka’s Dichaon
Kalan on Saturday morning,
the police said.

Debt of 13 lakh

They suspect that the man
killed his wife and then end-
ed his life. The woman had
stab injuries on her body
while the man, an engineer
who lost his job a year ago,
died by hanging, an officer
said. The police said preli-
minary investigation re-
vealed that the man was un-
der a debt of T13 lakh. He was
upset and undergoing treat-
ment for the same. “The cou-
ple got married in 2002. It
seems that they had a fight
on Friday night following
which the man stabbed his
wife to death,” a senior offic-

er said. The bodies have
been sent for post-mortem.

The couple is survived by
a 13-year-old son and a 15-
year-old daughter, the police
added. The daughter alleg-
edly told police that on Fri-
day night, they all dined to-
gether after which she went
to sleep with her mother
while her brother went with
their father. Later in the
night, the daughter woke up
to her parents’ argument
and went to the other room
to check on them but found
the door locked from inside.
The man opened the door
and asked her to go back to
sleep. In the morning, the
children found the couple
dead and called their rela-
tives.

Suicide prevention hel-
pline: Sanjivini, Society for
Mental Health, Telephone:
011-4076 9002, Monday-Sa-
turday, 10 a.m.-7.30 p.m.

College told to pay student over I50K
for refusing refund of admission fees

Institute to pay amount with interest of 10% per annum

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The State Consumer Disputes
Redressal Forum here has di-
rected the D.R. College of En-
gineering and Technology to
compensate a student by pay-
ing over 350,000 after it was
alleged that the institute re-
fused to refund the amount
deposited by the complai-
nant after he withdrew
admission.

Directing compensation,
the State Commission said:
“The institute never pleaded
that the seat vacated by the
complainant remained va-
cant. Hence, the role relied
upon by the institute does
not come to its rescue. There
is nothing wrong in directing

The institute never
pleaded that the
seat vacated by the
complainant
remained vacant.
Hence, the role
relied upon by the
institute does not
come to its rescue

STATE CONSUMER DISPUTES
REDRESSAL FORUM

69

refund of the fees.”

The directions came fol-
lowing an appeal by the insti-
tute where it was contended
that the student did not fur-
nish the withdrawal form on
time.

“Classes were scheduled to
start from September 2008
but due to some personal rea-

sons complainant did not join
the classes and opted for
withdrawal of the admission.
He was asked to furnish an
application for withdrawal on
the prescribed proforma
which he did,” the Bench not-
ed while noting arguments
made by the complainant.

“Compensation of
350,000 for non-refund of
351,700 is extremely exces-
sive and cannot be sustained.
Appeal is accepted in part...”
the Bench said.

However, the consumer
panel specified that the insti-
tute will have to pay 351,700
with an interest of 10% per
annum from September
2008 till the date of refund to
the complainant.

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 30-year-old man has been
arrested for allegedly kid-
napping a 2-year-old boy
from Dwarka, the police said
on Saturday.

The accused committed
the crime because the mi-
nor’s mother had refused to
be in a relationship with
him, they said, adding that
the boy has been rescued.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Dwarka) Anto Al-
phonse said Shiv Poojan
alias Pandit was held from
his hometown in Rajasthan.

Threatened to kill minor
On December 18, a PCR call
was received regarding the
kidnapping of a 2-year-old
boy from Baba Haridas Na-
gar, the police said.

On reaching the spot, the
minor’s mother told the of-
ficers that her son was kid-
napped by Poojan, who has
been her neighbour for the
past 10 months.

She also said he had
threatened to kill the boy if
she did not accept his

The accused in police
custody. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

“friendship”. A case was
then registered.

During investigation, the
accused’s mobile number
was put on technical surveil-
lance and it was traced to
Ghaziabad after which it was
found to be switched off. A
team was then sent to Gha-
ziabad but the accused
could not be found.

Mobile phone traced

On December 19, the ac-
cused called the complai-
nant and told her to come to
a place, details of which he
said he will give her later.
“He told her that he will kill
the boy if she approached
the police,” Mr. Alphonse
said.

DPCC told to inspect parks
used for ‘commercial purpose’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Following a plea seeking re-
medial action against al-
leged illegal and unregulat-
ed use of parks for
commercial purposes, the
National Green Tribunal has
directed the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC)
to conduct random inspec-
tions and ensure that noise
pollution is kept in check.

A Bench headed by NGT
chairperson Justice Adarsh
Kumar Goel said: “It is stated
that the DPCC will carry out
random inspections as well

as noise monitoring during
peak season. A report will be
compiled by the DPCC’s
Member Secretary.”

The directions came
when the green panel was
hearing a plea moved by the
Budhela Welfare Association
alleging illegal use of a park
in Vikaspuri for commercial
purposes. Following earlier
orders of the Tribunal, the
DPCC furnished an addition-
al action taken report to the
NGT and said existing poli-
cies of the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority and civic bo-
dy requires amendment.

The accused had at times
switched on his phone when
it was traced to Rajasthan’s
Bharatpur and then at
Shyam Nagar in Jaipur. After
this, the device was found
switched off again. Mr. Al-
phonse said a team had in-
spected the area and traced
the accused to a residence
which was then raided.
“When the team went to a
room on the first floor of the
house, they saw the boy in
the accused’s arms. He then
tried to throw the minor but
was overpowered by the
team” Mr. Alphonse said.

During  interrogation,
Poojan allegedly told the
police that he is married and
has two children. He said he
had come to Delhi about a
year ago and was residing in
the complainant’s neigh-
bourhood.

The woman used to live
with her son and was sepa-
rated from her husband. The
accused said she had reject-
ed his advances after which
he decided to kidnap the
boy to put pressure on the
woman, the police added.

Court pulls up CBI, acquits
- two In corruption case

Probe agency accused of being ‘laidback’

NIRNIMESH KUMAR
NEW DELHI

Pulling up the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI)
for its “casual and laid-
back” investigation into a
corruption case, a court
here has acquitted a junior
engineer of the South Del-
hi Municipal Corporation
(SDMC) and a daily wager.

‘Blind eye to facts’

Acquitting the two, Addi-
tional Sessions Judge San-
tosh Snehi Mann said:
“This case is an illustration
of a bad prosecution
launched by the CBI, an
elite investigating agency,
on the basis of a motivated
complaint. The officers in-
volved in the investigation
did not do any indepen-
dent probe about the alle-
gations against the ac-
cused. They turned a blind
eye to the crucial facts and
official records of the
south civic body and Pa-
lam police station. It is a
matter of concern that se-
nior supervisory officers of
the probe agency mechan-
ically forwarded the char-
gesheet and failed to dis-

charge supervisory duty
diligently.”

The CBI had lodged a
complaint against the two
based on allegations le-
velled by a builder that the
officer, through the daily
wager, had demanded a
bribe of 1,50,000 from
him in lieu of permitting

him to construct a
building.
The probe agency said it

had caught the daily wager
red-handed while accept-
ing part payment of bribe
of 340,000 from the buil-
der during a trap while the
junior  engineer  was
caught when he came to
meet the bribe acceptor.

Failed to prove bribery
“The prosecution has mis-
erably failed to prove de-
mand of bribe by accused
junior engineer Vijay Jad-
hav from the complainant;
the motive for demand;
conspiracy between ac-
cused Jadhav and daily
wager Govind Ram and ac-
ceptance of part payment
of bribe by accused Govind
Ram at the behest of Jad-
hav,” the Judge added.

Travel agency told to pay over
13 lakh compensation to family

Firm failed to provide visas for two of the complainants

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
A district consumer dis-
putes redressal forum here
has directed a city-based
travel agency to compen-
sate a family of six by pay-
ing over %3 lakh over “sub-
standard facilities”
provided to the complai-
nants during a trip to South
Africa.

Noting that due to defi-
ciency in services, three out

of the six members could
not go for the trip, the con-
sumer panel said, “The
complainant had also asked
for a refund but the oppo-
site party [SOTC Kuoni Tra-
vel] had refused to do so.
Therefore, we hold the tour
operator guilty of deficien-
cy in service.” The panel
asked the travel agency to
pay 2.80 lakh to the com-
plainants along with addi-
tional amounts of 326,000

and 10,000 for harass-
ment and mental agony.

Booked in advance

The directions came when
the panel was hearing a
plea which claimed that
despite booking a tour to
South Africa with the travel
agency three months in ad-
vance, the tour operators
had failed to provide visas
for two of the family
members.
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Cong. peace march in Jaipur today

CAA, NRC would tear apart the social fabric of the country, says Ashok Gehlot

MOHAMMED IQBAL
JAIPUR

The Congress will hold a
‘peace march’ here on Sun-
day to register its protest
against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act and the
National Register of Citizens,
while sending across a mes-
sage that the people of all
communities in Rajasthan
want to live in peace and har-
mony. Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot will lead the march.

The march will start from
Albert Hall Museum at Ram
Niwas Garden and culminate
at the Mahatma Gandhi Cir-
cle near Rajasthan Universi-
ty, covering a distance of
about three kilometres. Par-
ticipants in a rally of civil
rights groups to be organised
at the nearby Moti Dungri
Road are likely to join the
march.

Mr. Gehlot told reporters
on Saturday that the mem-
bers of all communities, tak-
ing part in the march, would
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Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot, Deputy CM Sachin Pilot and

other Congress leaders at arally in Jaipur. =FiLe PHOTO

reject the attempts being
made by the BJP to “polarise
the society” for its electoral
benefit. “The BJP’s top lead-
ers are promoting hatred by
making announcements for
the NRC’s preparation like a
threat... we will not allow
them to succeed,” he said.
Mr. Gehlot said the CAA
and the NRC did not deserve
to be implemented in the
country, as they would tear

apart the social fabric and af-
fect the entire population.
“The failure of the NRC exer-
cise in Assam has proved its
futility. How can it be imple-
mented all over the
country?”

Demanding an immediate
repeal of the CAA, Mr. Gehlot
said that Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi should an-
nounce that his government
at the Centre would move

Curfew relaxed in Jabalpur

35 arrested in connection with Friday’s violence: police

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JABALPUR

Restrictions on movement
were relaxed for a brief pe-
riod on Saturday in parts of
Madhya Pradesh’s Jabalpur
city where curfew is in force,
the police said.

As many as 35 persons
have been arrested in con-
nection with Friday’s vio-
lence, they added.

Areas under four police
stations here had witnessed
stone pelting during protests
against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act on Friday,
leaving 20  policemen
injured.

On Saturday, no violent
protests were reported in
the city or elsewhere in the
State, where restrictions on
assembly of more than four
people are in place in 44 out
of 52 districts.

“The period during which
curfew was relaxed passed
off peacefully as people
came out of houses and pur-
chased essential commodi-
ties,” District Superinten-

e

People out on the streets to buy essential goods when curfew

was relaxed in Jabalpur on Saturday. =pri

dent of Police Amit Singh
said.

Curfew was relaxed from
3 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. in Hanu-
matal police station area and
parts of Adhartal police sta-
tion limits.

Restrictions were also re-
laxed from 4.30 p.m. to 6
p-m. in area under Gohalpur
police station and parts of
Kotwali police station.

At least 35 people have
been arrested across the
State in connection with Fri-

day’s violent protests, Mr.
Singh said.

Under the amended Citi-
zenship Act, non-Muslim re-
fugees who came to India be-
fore December 31, 2014, to
escape religious persecution
in Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan will be granted
Indian citizenship.

Protests against the law,
which critics allege discrimi-
nates on the basis of religion,
have rapidly spread across
the country.

One arrested in Mohali
teacher’s murder case

He was hired by her husband: police

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHANDIGARH
A contract killer, allegedly hired
by the husband of a woman teach-
er who was shot dead in front of
her five-year-old daughter outside
a school in Kharar in Mohali dis-
trict earlier this month, was ar-
rested on Saturday, police said.
Forty-year-old Jaswinder Singh
was arrested from Bathinda dis-
trict, Mohali Senior Superinten-
dent of Police Kuldeep Chahal
said.

Prime suspect
Sarabjit Kaur, in her early 30s,
was shot dead when she was park-
ing her scooter outside a school in
Kharar on December 5. Her hus-
band Harvinder Singh was the
prime suspect in the murder.
Jaswinder, a native of Bathinda,
was hired as contract killer alleg-
edly by Harvinder for the murder
of his wife, the SSP said.
Jaswinder was given %1 lakh as
advance and promised the re-
maining 35 lakh after the murder,
Mr. Chahal said.

A .32 bore licensed weapon,
cartridges and a four-wheeler
used in the crime were also reco-
vered from Jaswinder’s posses-
sion, he said.

The SSP said both Jaswinder
and Harvinder knew each other.

‘Out of country’

To a question, he said Harvinder
was most probably outside the
country and efforts were being
made to trace him.

Another accomplice of Jaswin-
der has been identified and would
soon be nabbed, the SSP said.

According to police, Kaur, who
used to teach Punjabi and French
at the private school, had lodged a
complaint with police against Har-
vinder alleging that he did not tell
her about his first marriage.

Harvinder had married Sarabjit
seven years ago after which they
lived in France for some time.

Police said the relation bet-
ween the two became strained af-
ter Sarabjit came to know about
Harvinder’s first marriage some
time ago.

Rajasthan bags four prizes for

job guarantee scheme
Ministry praises geotagging of NREGA works

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

JAIPUR

Rajasthan has bagged four prizes
for its performance under the Na-
tional Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Scheme.

The Union Ministry of Rural De-
velopment has especially praised
the State’s initiative of geotagging
the NREGA works in Kota district.

Union Minister of Rural Deve-
lopment Narendra Singh Tomar

CcM
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gave away the prizes at a function
in New Delhi over the weekend.

The prizes were given to the Zila
Parishad officials and panchayat
representatives of Kota, Dungar-
pur, Bhilwara and Jaisalmer dis-
tricts.

The achievements of the Pan-
chayati Raj bodies in the NREGA
works included construction of
watershed structures and streng-
thening of rural infrastructure.

»

ahead by taking all commun-
ities together. He also ex-
pressed concern over the
continuing violence on the
issue in the country.

He said several demon-
strations were held in Rajas-
than and the situation was
peaceful, barring a few stray
incidents in Bikaner and
Jodhpur. He later visited Al-
bert Hall and Mahatma
Gandhi Circle to review the
preparations for the march.

‘Provoking people’

State BJP president Satish
Poonia alleged in a state-
ment that Mr. Gehlot, who
was responsible for main-
taining law and order, was
himself provoking the peo-
ple. “Mr. Gehlot’s decision to
hit the roads and lead a
march against the CAA
amounts to violation of con-
stitutional norms. He is chal-
lenging an amendment of a
law passed by the Parlia-
ment.”

Akali Dal stages protest in
Patiala over ‘govt. failures™

Haryana government has
failed on all fronts, says Selja

‘BJP’s ill-conceived policies behind economic slowdown’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

Haryana Congress president
and Rajya Sabha MP Kumari
Selja on Saturday said the
government in Haryana has
proved to be a complete fai-
lure on all the fronts, result-
ing in distress across all sec-
tions of society.

‘Farmers suffering’
Ms. Selja said farmers in the
State are suffering due to
non-procurement of sugar-
cane crop besides non-pay-
ment of paddy (rice). “Eco-
nomic slowdown is causing
industries to shut down and
unemployment is on the
rise. It’s all due to the ill-con-
ceived policies of the BJP go-
vernment,” she said.
“Instead of bringing in in-
vestment and opening new
industries in the State in the
last five years, the industries

Tllegal mining, liquor have not stopped

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

Shiromani Akali Dal mem-
bers on Saturday staged a
protest in Patiala against the
Congress government in
Punjab, accusing it of failing
to curb illegal mining and
drugs menace across the
State.

Akali Dal president Sukh-
bir Badal, who led the prot-
est in Chief Minister’s home
town, alleged that illegal
mining activities were ram-
pant not just in Patiala but
across most parts of the
State.

“At the behest of Con-
gress leaders, illegal mining
and business of illegal liquor
and drugs are also rising
and the local administration
was turning a blind eye to-
wards these activities,” al-
leged Mr. Badal. He added
that SAD would not allow
the State government to
take over ‘Shamlat’ land to
hand it over to their favou-
rites at throwaway prices.

Sukhbir Singh Badal.

=FILE PHOTO

Notably, the cabinet had
recently cleared the propo-
sal of the Rural Develop-
ment and Panchayat De-
partment for insertion of
Rule 12-B in the Punjab Vil-
lage Common Lands (Regu-
lation) Rules, 1964, to pro-
vide special provision for
transfer of ‘Shamlat lands’
(consolidation of landhold-
ings for common use) for
development of industrial
infrastructure projects.

Kumari Selja. sriLe pHOTO

which were established dur-
ing the Congress tenure pre-
viously were being shut
down. Maurya Industries in
Faridabad had shut down
recently due to which thou-
sands of employees have be-
come jobless,” she said.
Numerous small and big
industries have shut down

due to wrong policies and
misplaced priorities of the
government, Ms. Selja said.

‘Industry also hit’
“Non-procurement of the
sugarcane crop and non-
payment of dues to the
farmers are some of the oth-
er issues to which the go-
vernment has turned a blind
eye. Farmers are being de-
liberately harassed over the
purchase of sugarcane
crop,” she alleged in a state-
ment. Ms. Selja said that ear-
lier, farmers were harassed
during the purchase of pad-
dy crop and now they were
not being timely paid at ma-
ny places in the State. “State
government should imme-
diately take concrete steps
to solve problems being
faced by industries and
farming community,” she
added.

2 Pak. soldiers
killed along
LoCin J&K

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAMMU

At least two Pakistani sol-
diers were reportedly
killed on Saturday as In-
dian Army retaliated “ef-
fectively and befittingly” to
the ceasefire violation by
Pakistan along the Line of
Control in Akhnoor and
Sunderbani sectors of J&K,
Defence sources said. They
said Pakistani troops fired
on forward posts in Khour
and Pallanwalla areas of
Akhnoor sector here,
prompting strong retalia-
tion by the Indian Army.

In the morning, the In-
dian Army spotted two bo-
dies near the LoC, said
sources, adding the wire-
less intercepts too con-
firmed the killing of two
Pakistani soldiers.

A physical verification,
however, could not be car-
ried out because of the
tense situation along the
border, they added.

Two get life term for 2007 twin
bomb blasts in Faizabad court

Third accused was acquitted due to lack of evidence

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
FAIZABAD (U.P.)

A special anti-terror court
has sentenced two persons
to life imprisonment for
their alleged roles in the No-
vember 2007-twin blast case
in the district court premis-
es here in which five people
were killed and 24 were
injured.

Additional District and
Sessions Judge Ashok Ku-
mar, heading the special
court set up under the Un-
lawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act, pronounced the
quantum of sentence amid
tight security in the special
courtroom in the Faizabad

L jail.

“The special court sen-
tenced two persons to life
imprisonment and acquitted
one on Friday in the 2007
district court serial blast
case,” Faizabad Bar Associa-
tion president Vijay Bahadur
Singh said on Saturday.

(’ A fourth accused,
Khalid Mujahid,
had died in police
custody under
suspicious
conditions

The two who were sen-
tenced are Tariq Quasim and
Mohammad Akhtar, while
the third accused in the
case, Sajjad Ur Rahman, was
acquitted due to lack of
evidence.

A fourth accused, Khalid
Mujahid, had died in police
custody under suspicious
conditions.

5 killed, 24 injured
On November 23, 2007, the
Faizabad district court had
been rocked by two simulta-
neous bomb blasts in which
five people, including a la-
wyer, were killed and 24 oth-
ers were injured, seven of
them critically.

The case was lodged on

the complaint of erstwhile
Faizabad Bar Association se-
cretary Mansur Ilahi and the
case was probed by the anti-
terrorist squad of the Uttar
Pradesh Police.

The police had nabbed
four persons for their al-
leged involvement in the
case.

It had sent three of them,
barring one who died in pol-
ice custody, for the trial in
the case.

The trial in the case was
held in a courtroom in Faiza-
bad jail premises as the Fia-
zabad District Bar Associa-
tion had decided neither to
represent any of the accused
in the blast case, nor let any
other lawyer represent
them.

This had led the erstwhile
Chief Minister Mayawati to
arrange for the trial in the
jail premises to ensure se-
curity of lawyers represent-
ing the accused.
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Faculty Required for Teaching job for competitive Exam by a
reputed Institute associated with Govt. of India for Delhi, Bhopal,
Indore, Gwalior, Kamal, Kurukshetra and Chandigarh cities.
Appointmants on contract basis but likely to continue,

.of Seats | Salary Per Annum
(Negatiable)

Faculty for Histary (UPSC Exam) 4 3 Lakh
Faculty for Pun Admin {UPSC Exam) | dlakh
Faculty for Economic (UPSC Exam] 3 Lakh
Faculty for Science and Technology

(UPSC Exam) 3 3 Lakh
Mathematics (Il T-JEE Exam) 2 4105 Lakh
Physics (IIT-JEE/NEET Exam) ) 4105 Lakh
Chemistry (IT-JEE/NEET Exam) 4 4 105 Lakh
Biology (NEET Exam) 3 4105 Lakh
General Study [SSC/0ne day Exam) 3 2103 Lakh
English (SSC/0ne Day Exam) 2 2103 Lakh
Mathematics (SSC/Ona Day Exam) 3 2103 Lakh

Interview-cum-Demo Class.

Selection Process: Selection on the basis of Wntlen Test,

Interested candidates can send your resume up to
31st Dec. 2019 at ecakarnal@gmail.com

Contact: V.K. Singh (Director)
Excellent Civil Academy, Karnal Haryana

Mob. : 93556-02224.

ANTHROPOLOGY

New Batch 10%:ni‘a Spm

\ 011 25721883 9821805141;9868560857
FL, L2A98 GF. ORN, NEAR UCO BANK, DEL-60
= LZ2A.1IN

web:

Committed To Excellence

IAS Pre. 2020

(ercsen @ e 122 et o @m.... )

629, Ground Floor, Main Road,

011- 27658013,

Prime land at Kothamangalam

~2.73 acres (11,051:sq'm)
Located at Aluva, Munnar Highway
Kothamangalam Town: 800 m

Suitable for commercial / retail /
convention centers

Freehold title owned by a large

corporate

Saravanan 95001 22335 (
saravanan.srinivasan@ap.jll.com(())) JLL

Arvind 84120 24172

Dr. Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-09

71042772062/63

Jones Lang LaSalle Property Consultants (India) Pvt Ltd © 2019. All rights reserved.

Find office space:

arvind.viswanathan@ap.jll.com property.jll.co.in

COMMERCIAL LAND

Running 9 and Designed
for 150 Serviced Apartments
on 213 Cents at Prime

Location of Ooty is for Sale.

94440 53753

CM

ARMHOUS
PESOR
R 0

BEAUTIFUL 8 Acre Land in Kothaman-
galam, Kerala Suitable for Resort,
Housing, Retirement Home etc
Please call +971551000874 (What-
sApp)

RESIDENTIAL LAND

NAGERCOIL KK-DIST 13.75Cents Va-
cant Plot Centre of the Town
9840112299

BRIDEGROOMS WANTED

INDEX OF

MATRIMONIAL

BRIDEGROOMS WANTED
BRIDES WANTED
BRIDES & GROOMS WANTED

Classification common
for Brides, Bridegrooms,
Brides & Grooms

Assamese

Awadhi

Bengali

Bhojpuri

Bihari

Chhattisgarhi

English

Gujarati

Haryanvi

Hindi

Kannada

Kashmiri

Konkani

Malayalam

Manipuri

Marathi

Marwari

Nepali

Oriya

Parsi

Punjabi

Saurashtra

Sindhi

Tamil

Telugu

Tulu

Urdu

Advocate

Business

Defence

Doctor

Engineer

Finance/ Banking

Government/ Quasi-Govt.

1AS/ Allied Services

Information Technology

MBA/ CA/ ICWA

NRI

Cosmopolitan

Divorcee

Physically Challenged
MARRIAGE BUREAUS
WEDDING ARRANGEMENTS

CSI NADAR very fair slim 38,
150cms, Asst Prof (Permanent UGC)
rep college affluent family under

preventive  epileptic  medication
seeks well educated well settled
room from similar background.

Phone 6382899907 Email : 1970nmr@
gmail.com

TAMIL GIRL, Divorced with no issues,
34/175, MBA, seeks professionally
well glfd groom (B.E) with good family
background. CNB. Ct: 96630 63289

FAIR DIVORCED girl27 agamudayar .
60k. from any caste boys9884700458

CHENNAI BASED, Urdu speaking, 22
year old Doctor (MBBS) Bride, Reli-
gious seeks Alliance from Religious,
Good Looking Doctor Groom. Contact:
90033 14147/ 94423 29297

FOR DOCTOR Bride doing MD. Age-26.
In Chennai.  Preferably  Doctor
Groom. PH- 8056166287/9710128400.

ANUSHAM 30/168 Doctor Chennai
seeks suitable groom from Doctors/
PG-Govt Emplyd:9940278236/
9444958720

BEAUTIFUL FAIR Doctor 30/165 doing
MD in Chennai. Father Doctor Ker-
ala Nair Hindu, Mother Tamil CSI.
Doctor grooms MD/MS from TN/ Ker-
ala preferred. Ct: 9840050381/
9840985383

VANNIYAR 33/162 Doctor MD Govt
Service Villupuram seeks Doctor/any
Professional Groom.Cont:9445764689

MUDALIAR Agam MBBS(PG) 45kpm
Uthiradam 25/162 Goodlooking, seeks
Dr Groom. 9444945312 / 9445328691

THULUVA VELLALAR (Agamudaiya
Mudaliar) M.D.(GM), 27, Kettai, Whea-
tish Seeks suitable Groom From Same
Caste. Call:8220677056

I.R.S OFFICER 30/163 Hindu Mudaliar
Asst. Commr (Customs & CE) Chennai
1Lpm seeks similar Employed Groom.
CNB.9840136141/dskflats @gmail.com

HINDU LINGAYATH 1981 MSc,
working at Hyd, never married. Seeks
proposals from well settled Hindu Veg
families Ct: 9886049096/
lakkanapriya17 @gmail.com

Kerala RC family seeking alliance for
daughter 34y settled in Chennai -
9447773730

»

NAIR GIRL, Fair, 38/162, M.Tech, S/
W Professional, Top Position ,MNC,
BLR, Innocent div seeks Profession-
ally Qualified Well Settled and
Compatible Match from Reputed Fami-
ly ,09901755442

KONGU CHETTIAR, Dec/1987, Moo-
lam/ Dhanusu, ME, CTS, Cbe. Now
project work at USA. Educated Veg fa-
mily. Seeks groom empld Profnl., Simi-
lar Caste acceptable. Horoscope optio-
nal. CT: ca.param1953@gmail.com

HINDU SC PR Kongu 1984 MBBS
DCH Govt Doctor, working in Govt
Hospital seeks suitable Groom.

CT: 94436-80973.

MUDHALIAR, 25/170, B.Tech., Fair,
Employed, seeks equally qualified
professionals. Ct: 7639134847.

NAIR GIRL 36/158, Makam, B.Tech,
software manager, MNC, Bangalore.
Contact: 8129280150

LOOKING FOR Telugu speaking profes-
sionally qualified grooms in Cana-
da/ USA. 9840945592

RC CHRISTIAN Working Corporate Co
Seeks RC/CSI Engineering Graduate
Employed Groom settled at chennai
Cast No Bar 9445931257/9884825317

CSI PROTESTANT AD Christian 29/
155, BE software Engineer, MNC,
Bangalore 16L PA, seeks suitable
Bride groom. Ct:9159142301 e-mail:
johnck2002@gmail.com

CHRISTIAN MBA, Fair Girl, 30/160cm,
40K ,Rep Firm Chennai,Seeks Chris-
tian Boy & Emp Caste Nobar
9884671336

RC MDS 30/165, AsstProfesorCollege
Chennai seeks PGDr/Engr/Civilservice
Groom. Caste No Bar.Ct: 9444157888

RC 35/ Phd Scientist working in US
seeks RC groom, caste no bar. Ct:
9884352692, Email: gia792@gmail.com

CSI CHRISTIAN Nadar Girl Fair,
Good Looking, 03-04-1986 born /
152cm / M.Sc M.Phil , working as
Assistant Professor in a Reputed
Women's College, Mount Road, Chen-
nai. Both Parents Doctors (Private)

Suitable Alliance, Employed /
Settled in Chennai / With Clean
Habits from Same Community. Con-
tact: 9841182514

CSI Christian 31 ME IT Working in
singapore seekgroom.+6588704764-w
7397630156 / sv_babu@yahoo.com

VANNIYAKULA KSHATRIYA, Fair
PG Doctor girl 29/156cm, Bangalore
seeks well qualified groom. Ct.
9902370706, 9945070882

Hindu Nadar 46, Uthiradam , M.S.
(IT), First Marriage. Seeks groom from
same caste only. 97900 99498.

HINDU NADAR, 27/5.4 B.Tech 6.5L/p.
a. Uthradam Rahu/Kethu, well set-
tled seeking working  Groom.
9444740171

IYENGAR (INTERCASTE) Srivatsa- Bha-
rani- Mesham- 25Years / 167cm.
B.E.,MBA (IM Kolkatta) - Employed
in Delhi. Seeks well qualified &
Employed boy from Brahmin Communi-
ty. Ct: 9445429991/ Whats App :
7904964638

BRIDE GROOM WANTEL

M.B.B.S5.,24/168 Slim/
Fair Hindu Nadar.
Father Ortho Doctor,
25 bedded own Hospital
Brother M.B.B.S.,MRCEM{UK)
Reputed Family.
SEEKS- M.B.B.5.,/ PG
Teetotaller Groom,
Good Culture
Tuticorin.

Cell No .9442445755

¢/ HINDU NADAR(CASTE no bar)28/166,
Pooram,BE,currently doing MS in
Melbourne.SuitableGrooms well edu-
cated & well employed from India
and  abroad  kindly  contact
9944050546/9884022345

34YR, KALLAR, MBBS,govt. Doctor
seeks suitable groom from muku-
lathoor community. Ph. 8489803268.

VANNIYAKULA KSHATRIYAR Age 32 Doc-
tor Bride MD ( Community Medicine
) Asst Professor seeks same commu-
nity Doctor Groom. Mail Horoscope,
Profile, Photo to  thiru_navu@
yahoo.co.in

DKV SC, Pallan, 33/165, M.D.Doctor
Divorcee seeks professionally qualified
Groom. Ct: 9943469215/ 9943730849

AGAMUDAIYAR 44 MSc IT in Chennai
seeks Groom (1st Marriage) from
OBC Mob- 9445612997

ADI DRAVIDA, 25/152, MDS, Good
Looking seeks Civil Services/ Govt.
PG Doctors Groom. Ct: 9384337417

HINDU SC/AD 33/162 B.Tech(CSE),
SWP,Chennai,Fair,Moolam-3,Dhanusu
Upper Middle Class, seeks suitable
Professionally Qualified Groom with
Good Family background from India/
Abroad. caste no bar. Ph:98402 01174

BRIDE GROOM WANTEL
AGE 23, WELL SETTLED,
PILLAI/MUDALIAR
COMMUNITY.

B.E, GIRL WORKING IN MNC
SEEKS SUITABLE GROOM.

Cell: 98400 93322
bride1747@gmail.com

BRIDEGROOM WANTED

Unmarried girl 37 years,
B.P.T., M.Sc (UK) looking
for Engineering or
Post Graduate, Indians
working in foreign country
preferable. Suitable Age,
Genuine reason Wife
expired or divorce are
Welcome. Christians only.

CLASSIFIEDS

LLLLLLLLLLKKK LIFE MADE SIMPLE  >55555555555555555555555555>

MATRIMONIAL

URDU MUSLIM Labbai 25yrs/150cm,
B.E Software Engineer/1 lakh PM.
Seeks Software Engineer Groom KA &
TN State only. Ct : 9442669961.

MUSLIM URDU Ph.D 37 154cm 2nd Mar-

riage No issue Asst Professor Govt
Job  Suitable  Groom  Wanted.
9791015786

FATHER SEEKING U.S NRI Groom aged
28-34 for his US Citizen daughter.
Contact ahmm8@msn.com

SMP SEEK groom for 86 born, 5.7,
B.E., Software Engg. (holds HIB USA
VISA). From India/ Abroad. Ct
9632878387/ 9845435480.

SEEKING GROOM for Fair good look-
ing Girl, M.Sc, age 29, ht 152cm,
well Settled Family. Ct: 9445686309

MUSLIM 35/157 B.A Divorcee No is-
sue seeks groom around Pondy and
TN. Ct: 9944961945

MUSLIM BRIDE Urdu Chennai rich fam-
ily BE fair 27/ 163 seeks ftall
well settled groom. WhatsApp Bioda-
ta & Photo 8825740400

SMU PARENTS seek handsome and well
educated groom settled abroad from
respectable and  affluent  family
for their only daughter fair and
beautiful 25/165. She graduated
abroad and works there. Please
send complete details.visapeople @

: yahoo.com

Propertied SMU Sheik Girl/ 24/ BE/
5.4/ v.fair, Religious seeking Chennai /
Abroad boy below 30 with BE/ MBA.
Ct/ Watsp 7904311224,

Full expenses ours.
bluemountain1946@gmail.com
Cell : 91504 82818

Hindu Adidravidar Kongu Parayar 28
BE, M.Tech. Ph.D seeks eductd profnl
Groom. CT: 7598988370/ 8973345370

Exclusive matchmaking service for the elite

6366448345

community. Contact: 6366448345

6366448344

Contact: 6366448344

ELITE BRIDES WANTED

BRAHMIN, 28, 175 cms, Management Professional,
pursuing MBA from a premier Institute. Lives in
Chennai. Father is a Businessman. Family is financially
well off. Looking for a likeminded and well educated
match from the same/similar community. Contact:

DEVAR/AGAMUDAYAR, 25, 183 cms, Businessman,
MIB. Lives in Coimbatore. Father is a Businessman.
Family is affluent with a good net worth. Looking for a
suitable well educated match from the same

MUDALIYAR, 31, 180 cms, Accounts Professional,
M.Sc in Finance from a premier Institute. Lives in
London. Father is a Businessman. Family is financially
well off. Looking for an affable and well educated
match from any community. Contact: 6366448343

MUDALIYAR, 31, 175 cms, Senior Engineer, B.E.
Lives in Chennai. Father is a working Professional.
Family is affluent. Looking for an amiable and well
educated match from any community. Contact:

CASTE NO BAR, 26, 188 cms, Management
Professional. Lives in Chennai. Family is financially well
off. Looking for a compatible and well educated match.

From BharatMatrimony

6366448346

in Chennai.

6366448345

ELITE GROOMS WANTED

BRAHMIN/SANKETI, 28, 169 cms, Airport Designer,
M.Arch from a premier Institute. Lives in California.
Father is a working Professional. Family is financially
well off. Looking for a well educated match from the
same/similar community in USA. Contact: 6366448344

VANNIYAR/CASTE NO BAR, 27, 168 cms,
Entrepreneur, MBA. Lives in Chennai. Father is a
Businessman. Family is financially well off. Looking for a
suitable well educated match from any community in
India/Abroad. Contact: 6366448345

KAMMA/NAIDU, 27, 168 cms, Managing Director,
MBA from a premier Institute. Lives in Chennai. Father
is a Businessman. Family is affluent. Looking for a
compatible match from any community. Contact:

REDDY, 28, 170 cms, Doctor, pursuing Masters. Lives
Father is a Businessman. Family is
financially well off. Looking for an affable Doctor match
from the same community in India. Contact:

NADAR/CASTE NO BAR, 29,
Dermatologist, MD. Lives in Chennai.
Businessman. Family is affluent. Looking for an amiable
and well educated match from any community.
Contact: 6366448346

165 cms,
Father is a

Call for Free Consultation at your Home @ 99629 76000

CSI CHRISTIAN Tall & Fair 34 yrs
MBA (UK) Well Educated & Affluent
Family @ Bangalore. Ct: 9845134644

NADAR CSI Girl, very rich, God fear
ing, fair, beautiful, Post graduation in
finance, age 29. Father is a Post Gra-
duation Engineer having two 7 storyed
rental buildings in Chennai and 44
rooms 3 star type Hotel. Looking for a
Bride groom; very rich,well educated.
Send your Bio date to 95000 27027

CSI NADAR 38/160 Fair Ph.D SET
Asst.Professor Chennai  seek un-
maried groom 9840310521
sjames_1950@yahoo.in

TAMIL MUSLIM, MBA, 22/152, fair
seeks educated Govt/Pvt employee
Groom with good income. Ph: 98429-
25111. newsmanbooks @gmail.com

TAMIL RC Christian 37/170 MSc IT,

Very Fair Girl, Sr. Manager-MNC
ChennaiWell ~ Settled  Contact
9176500673

CATHOLIC 29/165 B.Tech.MBA Very
fair Charming girl. Seeks God fear-
ing educated boy. Ct: 6379397599

HINDU VALLUVAN 27/155 MBBS
Asst. Surgeon Cuddalore seeks Doctor
Groom, same caste. Ct: 9443205946

TAMIL HINDU Pillai parents Daughter
30 plus Two Fair Hearing and Speech
Impairment seeks similar Bridegroom
preferably Residing and Employed in
Chennai.CT:9790534604, 9840532584

BRAHMIN, 21Yrs, V.fair, Kousigam.
Seeks Suitable Groom. 75984 71063 /
88076 36034

VANNIYAR, BHARATHI, 12-8-1985,
Quali. : MCA, Pvt, Rs. 1 Lac /
p.m. residing at Chennai. Suits
for Bridegroom Contact : 8925470183

HINDU SC 32/151 Uthiradam Asst. Di-
rector, SAl- GOl seeks well set-
tled groom. Caste no bar. Ph:
8826377843

www.elitematrimony.com

VK, NITHRUVAKASHYAPA Swathi, 36,
160cms Fair CPA, Finance Exec,
Canada,Citizen, ~ Seeks  suitable
lyengar/lyer boy from USA/Canada
Ph 9445219534

LOOKING FOR Bride Gyn Dr owned Hos-
pital Raghu, Kedhu Age29, 5.7
Wheatish wanted below Age33 Chen-
nai based PG Doctor caste no bar.
9884983434

HINDU NADAR, Uthiram, 35/169, BE,
Good Looking Working as Team Manag-
er in MNC - Chennai, Rich/Affluent
Family ~Seeks Qualified, Intelli-
gent, Good Personality and Family
Oriented Groom. Caste No Bar.
Email: psivaprasad @hhotmail.com

PILLAI FAIR 27/165 BA LLB(hons),
LLM Newyork US $ 80000p.a caste no
bar ct:7358535950

Hindu 32/152 B.E, M.S, Upper Middle
Class, Divorcee, Seeks suitable groom
India / Abroad. Caste No Bar. Contact
: 94896 95984.

DKV HINDU Pallan Girl 27/158 MD Pe-
diatrician seeks MD/MS groom from
same caste Ct: 8075228968 /
9446069421

VANIYA CHETTIAR M.Sc 39/157,
Karthigai Scnt.Officer Chennai seeks
equal Qfin employed Boy. 9994568366

HINDU SC/AD 30/153 BE, MBA, CAIIB
Working  Govt  Bank,  Rohinee
Rishabam,Chevai  Raagu  Kedhu
Dosham- Seeks suitable Groom Ct:
9894046298

YADAVA NOV 1983, M.Sc M.Phil SET
Engg College Rs.35000 Chennai. Ct:
Murugan - 93844 47563

TAMIL HINDU, 31 yrs, PG Doctor
seeking Groom with qualifications
PG Doctor/ PG Engineer/ IIT/ IIM/
CA/  Architect/ Reputed Business
family. Upper Castes Ct.9884202884

SEEKING PROFESSIONALLY Qualified
Groom Age 38-41, Working in India/
US. Tamil & Telugu Speaking CNB
for a Naidu Girl BE, MBA Working
as S/w Engr. in US. hemapriya.h@
gmail.com

24/155,VERY FAIR, Rich,M.S.,Works
in US, seeks Handsome, well set-
ted boy. Caste no bar. Ct
9489935653

Saiva Chettiar/ Pillai boy for slim, fair,
homely girl 24/ 165, SWE, 6LPA ct
9444631638

DVK HINDU 33/151 BE Govt Employee
4L Seeks alliance from Govt sec-
tors 9842451433

B.TECH, MBA 6th March 1982 at 5.40
am, Dy. Manager SBI, Kochi seeking
alliance from Hindu any sub caste
Doctor parents hailing from Trivan-
drum. sunderrajpdr@gmail.com,
9447147268, 7683055064

Saivam/ 42/ single/ Kiruthigai, BBA,
CS Engg/ Goodlook/ expects well edu-
cated working groom, from saivam;
selvamuthukumaran19@gmail.com

VADAKALAI  SRIVATSAM  29/12/
1982 Rohini 165cms, BE TCS Bengal-
uru 17 LPA seeks well educated (BE
Plus/ CA), well placed and good loo-
king groom lyengar/ lyer below 40, Ht
above 170cms. Send BHP
ksrajan1945@yahoo.co.in
080-28542341/ 9480339732.

BLORE BASED, wkg in Ireland, willing
to relocate, SWE, BE MS, fair, tall, 28/
172, Bharadwaj, Bharani, Mesham,
seeks suitable South based groom.
9880206244/9632725856 saidur-
ga148720@gmail.com

IYER, KAUSHIKAM Kettai June99 Chen-
nai B.com (MBA) 5.4 seeks well set-
ted boy in Chennai / TN. Ct
9940657389.

Fair beautiful Tamil Brahmin divorcee
33 5'3" Delhi professional seeks suita-
ble match from Delhi or will shift to De-
Ihi contact 7303206600

SC-AD, BE,MBA 13L/pa Non IT/MNC
172cm, 25/09/89 Poosam Kadagam,
well settled, affluent family seeks
groom. Ct: 9840401929/ 9840607125

KAMMA NAIDU Pooram 25/166 Dr
chen based family,doing MD in C.M. in
North seeks PG, Dr Groom from Naidu
Family & Subsect No Bar. 9488341885
Mail: r.n.anandkumar@gmail.com

NAIDU 40/157 divorcee No issues
MNC Bangalore seeks tamilitelugu
professional groom Ct:9443344936

TELUGU CHETTIAR: 29/165, MBBS, MS
(OG), Doctor, Govt. Hosp, Chennai,
ELITE Family, Father Industrial-
ist, Sub caste no bar, Seeks Groom
- Doctor / Business / Industrial-
ist - 7305810258

NAIDU: 26/171, B.Tech, MS, Cyber
Security, Newzealand, 350000Pm, On-
ly daughter -Seeks Groom Abroad on-
ly - 9445647209, 8925019776

NAIDU 40/163 Unmarried, Homely,
Soft-hearted, Good looking, MCA,
Employed in MNC seeks Professional-
ly Qualified Groom from reputed
Family background Ct.9087296964/
ddnaidu0202 @gmail.com

TELUGU PADMASALIYAR
30/160 Ashwini, BE,
Senior Lead in US based
Bank in Chennai,
above 1 Lac/pm,
only daughter seeks
suitable groom employed
in Chennai.

Ct: R.Govindaraj: 99414 48248

govindrajagopalan5@gmail.com

ROOM WANTED

KAMMA UNMARRIED 1980
Born, 5'5” MS USA Green
Card Very Fair Same Caste
& Abroad Groom Only.

98484 44371 | 98856 63944
Email: subhash234@gmail.com

Match for well off beautiful, 27 year
old Andhra Brahmin girl of Delhi, from
Andhra Brahmin boy, 28-30 years, tall,
IIM or equivalent, at least 40 LPA, sett-
led in metropolis in India, good family.
Whatsapp details to: 9560323093

Newzealand Citizen Beautiful Reddy
Girl Doctors Family 5ft 3.5 Working as
Medical Podiatrist 27 yrs Seeks Allian-
ce From Reddy Handsome boys
above 5.8ft 27 to 30 yrs Pref Docs in-
telligents open minded Focussing for
usmle willing to Settle in NZ, Austrilia
Phone : 9849435354, 006421629720
Email: mohanbeerapu @hotmail.com

BRIDES WANTED

MBA-HR36/5'8,span,jap lang knw
mum wrk, wnt wrk Girl vaidya /Bramhin
Prasun29 @gmail.com

KSHATRIYA HINDI 34/172 BCA SW
business 2L pm Handsome Well
settled in Pondicherry, Father Doctor,
Affluent family, Seeks well educated /
professional bride from well settled
family. CNB. WhatsApp: 9629012248

CHRISTIAN NADAR 48/176 MPhil Govt-
Officer 14L,seek unmaried profe-
sional 9444313697 mjebasingh@
yahoo.co.uk

SC-AD Pooradam 38/165 B.tech,Own
Business,Settled seek Educated Bride
CasteNoBar.9841733190/9710966431

SC/AD, BE/MBA Clerk at Post Office
50K 35/178 Chennai seeks suitable
bride Ct: 09566229433 /09566027411

FEB 85/ 59" GATE IAS Precleared
Mpharma Astrology Office  Some
Patents (Value In Cr) Caste No Bar
Lok Sabha Fought 8769962321/
ankursharmaudpr @yahoo.co.in

RETD MIL Offr, 58 yrs, 176 cms, 68
kg. North Indian Never Married. Loo-
king for a suitable Lady. Presently li-
ving in Mysore. PI Ct : 9591090253

FAIR 41 Hindu Ph.D 15 Lacs pa Chen-
nai  issueless divorcee  wants
bride. Caste no bar. 9444465649

30 6’1 Brahmin lyer Vadama upper
middle class MBA liberal outlook
seeking like minded girl.
ashwin1289 @yahoo.com

SAIVA VELLALA Pillai boy 32/175,
Ayilyam, B.Tech, MBA, Manager in
MNC, 20 lacs p.a. seeks alliance. Ph:
9446023344

Well Settled Divorced groom 43/
156cm, MA, BC Fair Seeks Suitable
Educated Bride Caste Religion No Bar
(SC/SD  Excuse) Trichy. Contact:
90955 55973.

HINDU SC 44/180 MBBS, MS, P.hD,
MBA unmarried Govt Dr Chennai seek
unmarried Dr.Bride,NRI/KashmirValley
below 42yrs.CasteNoBar. 8668090209
Email: samadharmi3112@gmail.com

REDDY DOCTOR (Divorce) M.D.
(FRCR UK) 32y, 183cm, 3lakh per
month. Appollo Chennai. Royal family
well settled. Doctor Bride wanted
respectable family. Only reddy
community. cont:9494300911.

Vishwakarma 30/176 avittam SWE
Chennai caste no bar. Contact:
9443787319

HINDU BOY, BE MBA, 33/6.2", Cen-
tral  Govt, Chennai, 10lpa Seeks
Educated Good Looking Girl. Caste
No Bar. Ph- 9884696683

Vanniyar Ayilyam Kadagam 28/172
BE,MS(USA),WorkingCanada(Rogers)
(PR) seek Educated Employd Canada
/US bride.CasteNoBar.Living TN family
9940471516 / rajdealings @ gmail.com

TANJORE ANCESTRAL chennai based S
Pillai fmly 30 BE MBA employed in
Canada  seek  Suitable  bride
9500010855

HINDU CHETTIAR, Male, 47 / 672",
M.E., handsome issueless, C.N.B.,
Divorcee similar Bride wanted. CT:
94432-45306, 80725-56487

Vaniyakula Kshatriya anusam 31/177
BTech(NIT),MS(USA)workngCalifornia
seeks equally Quifd Bride.9940469265

BRAHMIN MADHVA Kannada, age
27, 85,000 pm. Seeks suitable Bride.
84283 55115, 86957 94454

VISWAKARMA TAMIL 27/172cm fair M.E
(Ph.d Mech) 6L P.A seeks suitable

good looking Bride age<25-
9444247481
PILLAI, 38/172, Sadhayam, B.E,

Project Manager MNC, Chennai, 12L/
pa, seeks suitable employed bride
9487276258 / 7550186526

SENGUNTHA MUDALIAR 34/170/
ME, 38000, Asst prof, Avittam /
Magaram, Ragu Kethu dosham, Seeks
Bride with Graduate, any Mudaliar,
Contact: 9940241415

SC/AD 35/181 Wheatish Thiruvathi-
rai BE MSc studied & working in
Germany, Salary 2.75L/PM. Only
those wiling to settle abroad
Ct:9941684749

VADAKALAI IYENGAR, Jan1977, Bharad
waja,Kettai 1,M.
Com,155Cm,Smart,7Lacs P.A Seeks
Suit Bride, 7667130407

CHIRAG.S.HAKKED/30/M.SC/ WHITE /
Business /Hindu Guijarati /Vegetari-
an, No caste, Seeks Suitable bride,
Coimbatore. Ct : 9487557073

Kannada Brahmin Boy Kochi/ Msc/
Financial Consultant/ 40/5" Seeks a
Traditional Educated Bride. Issueless
Remariages Acceptable.

SUDHAKARY/ 36 / 57"/ Kannada Brah-
min/ Entrepreneur/ 1.5 p.m/ No Ex-
pectations/ 8807355640.

MALAYALEE TWIN boys from well 9

settled Syrian Jacobite family, 31yrs
160, 162 cms very fair, jobs in MNCs
with high salary invite suitable propo-
sals. Call 6381413712

EZHUTHACHAN BOY 28 BTech Chennai
Working in MNC Dubai Sks Malayalee
Girls below 26 Fair UG/PG.
9444614343

NAIR 39/186 cms Ayilyam Legally
divorced with no issues Employed in
MNC Bangalore seeks Alliance from
Qualified Bride preferably working in
Bangalore. PH: 94425-47631.

NAIR BOY 38/173, Pooruruttathi,
B.Tech, software professional, mana-
ger, MNC Chennai. Call: 8129280150

MTech(lIT, Bombay) Internship
(Steinbeis University, Germany) Quali-
fied Commander in Indian Navy. Con-
tact: +919438183860

A SELF motivated teetotaler Canada
living groom, 27yrs, MS Civil
(Canada), 511" from Tamil Muslim
Hanafi family seeks a fair bride
from same community with gradua-
tion in one of the following disci-
plines - B.Arch-B.E/B.Tech (Civil
or CSE or IT)-MBA (Finance) and be
ready to work in Canada. Ct:
pmrs1964 @ gmail.com

RC/SC 33yrs B.Tech working in Fran-
ce as system administrator, French
Nationality, Seeks Professional, prefe-
rable French Nationality bride from
Chennai and Pondy, must be willing to
resettle in France, No Brokers,

Ct: antoinedidace @ gmail.com.

Staying in India upto 29 December

CSI NADAR 51/165 MCA Unmarried
Central Govt 1.30Lpm Chennai seeks
suitable Bride. Contact: 90945 67204

RC 28, 180cm Fair Chennai settled,
Good Pvt Job, Native of KK Dist/
Travancore Ct :9940111464

TAMIL MUSLIM, 36, BE plus Masters
Degree, Business Analyst, Settled
in Sydney seeks an educated and
Practising Muslim bride from a re-
spectable family. E-mail:
sydtamilmatrimony @ gmail.com

CSl, 27/169, BE,MBA, Fair,God Fea-
ring, Central Govt. 90000/-pm seeks
Fair Central Govt. Job,well Qualified

suitable girl. 9994185882, 9865822782 (

INTERCASTE (VELLALAR- illathu Pil-
lai) Christian (RC)/ MBA/ 32/ 175/
Chennai Associate Director in MNC
seeking  qualified  bride.  Ct:
9884600667

HINDU MARUTHUVAR, 29/175 / 10L
PA / B.Tech, Asst.Managar, Chennai.
Seeks suitable bride Ct: 94867 83604

PILLAI 33/178, Kettai M.Com, MBA,
GM in South Africa Looking for any
graduate,Caste no bar.Ph:9841327893
/+919382811009

HINDUSC,Caste no bar,BE,MBA,Ma-
nager,NLC,Govt of India,45 seeks
alliance,any graduate bride from de-
cent family.No dowry Ct:9487140882

VANNIYAR N. MUTHUVEL 36 BA di-
vorcee no child PVT Chennai
9551445551 9841349909 NO BROKER.

TV MUDALIAR 33/176/B.E Mech Tech
Lead, Malaysia 1.50L/pm seeks de-
ree good looking decent fly.
9791064714

SAIVA PILLAI 31/ 173 fair handsome
BE 15L pa army officer tech branch
seeks suitable match caste no bar
contact 9448307862

Vanniyakula Kshatriya/ Thirunelveli
Saiva Pillai 32/180 BE, MS(UK)
Working at Chennai Affluent family
seeks Educated wellsettled Bride
9840111784 / muralibabl @ gmail.com

AGAMUDIYAR, 34, ME, Sathayam,
2Lpm, Director, Pvt.Ltd.Co, Slim,
looking for Homely, Educated bride
from same community. Ct-08300381791

HINDU DKV, 31/179, Moolam /
Dhanusu, B.Tech, Manager in Indian
Bank. Contact: 94442 26210

HINDU NADAR ,30/167cm Self Em-
ployed Affluent Family From Chen-
nai, Divorced,Seeks Homely Bride.
9840061738

COIMBATORE BC 36/155 MBA HR em-
ployed in MNC, CBE, 7Lakh/Annum,
legally divorced (no issue) ex-
pects qualified slim & short girl.

27 to 32 yrs, no interest in horo- i

scope, CNB. Call:
98431 69594

94430 60030,

NADAR AGE 35/Height 5.7/ME/2Lakh |

pm.lived one day marriage life on-
ly contact 9842941183

IYENGAR BHARADWAJ Krithiga/Rishaba
1979/5.11" US Citizen MS Finance
wants Pleasant Soft spoken Veg
lyengar Cnt
9444228844/sr|n|fu1|@gmall com

Hindu Adidravidar 27 Kongu Parayar
BE, M.Tech, Ph.D Seeks eductd profnl
Bride. CT: 8760883559/ 8637663072

BRAHMIN INTERCASTE /Tamil /Well
Settled Boy@USA,California/35 yrs /
157CM/Rohini/fair & good looking/
BE, $100K+/year, Ph:94434-33046,
|ayseen|@gma|| com

VANNIYAR 27, Sathayam Kumbam BE,
MS Working in Canada as analyst
Seeks TN Bride Working in Canada/
USA or 2yrs Working @ Chennai
9884972432

33/175, BE MBA (IIM B), 50 LPA,
DGM Bangalore, Hastham Senguntha
Mudaliyar - groom seeking suitable
bride.  Reach id4mat@gmail.com
Caste NB

DKV SC, Pallan, 30/170, Govt. Doctor
Ortho), Fair seeks Doctor Bride.
Ct: 99434 69215 / 99437 30849

MUDALIAR 37/173 MS-IT, Working in
USA, Divorcee, Issueless seeks Edu-
cated Mudaliar Bride. 9444335773 /
dakshin1943@gmail.com

»

MUDALIYAR 29, BE, MS, 178cm, Smart,
16 Lacs P.A, Seeks Suitable Bride

CNB, Contact: 7200866346/
8778514465
ILLATHUPILLAIMAR, 36/170cm

Unmarried, Pvt School Teacher,
Pudukkottai, Rs. 30,000/-pm Seeks
Qualified Working / Not Working Bride
any Pillai Ct: 9487194430.

VK, NITHRUVAKASHYAPA, Sravanam,

39, 173cms Yale, CEO, USA, GC,

seeks suitable  lyengar/lyer girl

f1r§6naUSA/Canada/India Ph 89391
51

TIRUNELVELI SAIVAPILLAL, First Mar-
riage 44/ 178cm, BE., Software Pro-
fessional Chennai. Ct: 99401 63704

HINDU,48 VANNIYAR Put,Rs.15000/pm
First Marriage.Widows/Divorcee OK,
Seeks Bride.Caste No Bar. -
9841438491

¢/ YADHAVA (CASTE No Bar) 40/163
Uthiram, Civil Engineer in Spain.
PH:9908230601 babuprasadj@gmail.com

FATHER BRAHMIN, Mother agamu-
daiyar, seeks suitable agamudaiyar/
mudaliyar/pillai Engineering graduate
bride for their only son M.Tech,
29/6feet, fair lead Engineer in MNC
Bangalore, Ct: 94420 87581

Mudaliar Ag Mirugaserism 7.5.81/170
fair, MTech,MBA tcs,ch,18Lpa,subcaok
9940354248 / vijayakptm @gmail.com

44/ 170, 86000- pm, central Govt,
Chennai, bride below 40, 1st mar-
riage, CNB, 7598270929

NRI YADAVA Tamil 50 Engineer First

Marriage Seeks Grad Girl. CNB.
arjunanknn @gmail.com

HINDU NADAR 29/6ft IT, Fair,
Poorattathi, Rs.9Lac p.a, Own
House in Chennai. Seeks Educated,
Employed Fair Bride. Ct:

9382288999, 9600075417

MUDALIAR, GOOD looking boy, 27/
165, Bsc in IT, University of Technolo-
gy Sydney Australia with certificate of
SAP & EW Testing, P/R Officer in Fe-
deal Govt of Australia 76000 USD pa,
having property at Blore & Sydney
seeking for a fair, slim good looking &
professional bride within 21-26 from
any affluent educated fmly of South In-
dia.CNB. Ct 9591754024, tnvenka-
tes@gmail.com

HINDU NADAR 27/176 Avittam,Kumbh

BE,PGDM  Civil.Timber ~ Business
Chennai.Well settled.7824021464/
9444200109

VANIYA CHETTIAR Uthram M.Sc 43/
175 Scnt.Officer. seeks Girl any De-
gree. Sub caste also. 9994568366

BE/MBA Mumbai Employed CTC
22L-Under Treatment Face Vitiligo-
Hindu Veg Sub Sect No bar - Mobile:
87548 65505

MUDALIAR 27/MBA Own Matches Fire-
works Co. Chemical Co. Petrol
Bunks seeks Bride Ct 9003140485

IYER 42 Vadama Athreya Visakam
goodlooking 6’ tall 80Kg B Com+ NI-
IT employed Chennai Income Rs5+
Lakhs pa own flat seeks goodlook-
ing brahmin girl graduate employ-
ment optional contactparents
9841072502

TELUGU BRAHMIN, Associate Project
Manager HCL Technologies Madurai,
seeks any brahmin girl, 9487851429

BRAHMIN 26 yrs/180 cm B.Tech, M.S
(U.S), Garga, Thiruvathirai, Affluent,
Managing Family Business in Thrissur,
Kerala, seeks suitable bride. Contact :
81139 82474.

IYER ATHREYA Swathi 28/175cms BE,
MBA working in MNC Chennai Salary
70k seeking suitable working girl

Bank/State,C.Govt/IT
Ct:9487006058

BRIDE WANTED
DOCTOR 29 YEARS, NAIDU,
PURSUING M.CH
Affluent family in Chennai.
Seeks Suitable
POST GRADUATE DOCTOR BRIDE
from similar Community
Contact mail:

vpptvv123@gmail.com

adhava 28/ 165c

B.Tech Business,
Well Settled family,
Seeks Suitable

Educated Bride from
decent Family

t: 875459000

BRIDE WANTED

Suitable match for
IYENGAR BOY
(34 Years, 168 cm, Fair, B.E.,
Sathayam, Koushigam)
Working in Bangalore as
Consultant, Software Industry
seeks Unmarried Tamil lyengar Girl

Ct: 9900520093
gTAMIL IYER, Elite Groom
| 30yrs, 6ft 1in, Consultant |
from 1IM C, Veg, Teetotaler,
Non smoker,
employed in Singapore,
| wants well qualified girl
| with clean habits
from educated family.

9962562925

BRIDE WANTED
RC 28/180, BE, MS
Working USA
Seeks MS/MTech/BE
Bride below 25yrs
Preferably Working
in USA

Ph: 98403 28832

HINDU SC 52/167cm Widower, Govt.,
Job Rs. 46,000/-PM, Govt., Job Prefer-
red, Seeks Suitable Bride Age, Caste
No Bar, Cell : 7373781997.

GROOM BC 37, Never married, PG
Self Employed, seeks Govt / Pvt / Self
Employed Vegetarian Bride. Caste No
Bar. Cell: 93677-25992.

=HINDU

: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries and
satisfy themselves about the authenticity
of an advertisement before responding to
publication / advertisement any in this
newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD.,
the Publisher & Owner of this newspaper,
does not vouch for the genuineness of any
advertisement or advertiser or for any of
the advertiser's products and/or services.
In no event can the Owner, Publisher,
Printer, Editor, Director(s), EmploKee(s) of
this newspaper / company be held re-

sponslbleﬁlable in any manner what so

ever for any claims and/or damages for
publications / advertisements in this
newspaper.
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Modi, Shah, Sonowal mlsleadlng people:

Students’ union says CAA threatening
the very existence of indigenous people

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
GUWAHATI

The All Assam Students’ Un-
ion (AASU) on Saturday ac-
cused Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and Chief
Minister Sarbananda Sono-
wal of misleading the people
of Assam that their identity,
language and land are secure,
even though Bangladeshis are
being settled here through
the contentious Citizenship

(Amendment) Act.

AASU chief advisor Samuj-
jal Bhattacharya speaking at
an anti-CAA women’s rally
said: “We don’t understand
their [BJP’s] peculiar formula.
On the one hand they say the
language, identity and land of
the Assamese people are se-
cure, on the other hand they
will bring in Bangladeshis
here through the CAA threa-
tening the very existence of
the indigenous people.”

‘Monsoon decided history

of Indian subcontinent
II'T-KGP study throws light on last 900 yrs.

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA

Deficient rainfall led to the
collapse of the Mansabdari
system, started by Mughal
emperor Akbar, in the late
17th  century. Similarly,
drought interspersed with
violent monsoon rains
sounded the death knell for
the Khmer empire of south-
east Asia in the 15th century.

A recent study by re-
searchers at Indian Institute
of Technology, Kharagpur
(IIT-KGP) has revealed that
abrupt changes in the Indian
monsoon in the last 900
years decided the course of
human history in the sub-
continent. A paper titled
“Abrupt changes in Indian
summer monsoon strength
during the last 900 years
and their linkages to socio-
economic conditions in the
Indian subcontinent” by Anil
K. Gupta, professor at the ge-
ology and geophysics de-
partment of IIT-KGP, high-
lights that decline of Indian
dynasties was linked to weak
monsoon and reduced food
production.

Rise and fall
Several dynasties, such as
the Sena in Bengal, Solanki
in Gujarat in the mid-13th
century and Paramara and
Yadav in the early to
mid-14th century - all of
which flourished during
abundant rainfall — declined
during the dry phases of In-
dian summer monsoon
(ISM), suggesting role of the
climate in the socio-political
crisis, the study revealed.
The paper published in in-
ternational journal PALEO 3
highlights three phases in

the 900-year stretch — Me-
dieval Climate Anomaly
from 950 CE to 1350 CE, Lit-
tle Ice Age from 1350 CE to
1800 CE and Current Warm
Period from 1800 CE till to-
day. The paper highlights
strong monsoon during Me-
dieval Climate Anomaly and
Current Warm Period and
phases of weak and strong
monsoon in Little Ice Age.

“There can be no doubt-
ing the profound impact of
the abrupt shifts of rainfall
on human history - a fact we
need to constantly remind
ourselves in this day and age
of irretrievable climate
change. Abrupt shifts in the
ISM precipitation has simi-
larly impacted history in In-
dia,” Prof. Gupta said.

For the study on long-
term spatio temporal varia-
bility of the ISM, a group of
researchers, which also in-
cluded experts from Wadia
Institute of Himalayan Geol-
ogy, looked at palaeoclimatic
records using oxygen isotope
proxy record from speleoth-
ems (a structure formed in a
cave by deposition of miner-
als from water) at the Wah
Shikar cave in Meghalaya.

“We took samples from
every half millimetre or so-
metimes even one-third of a
mm, and we dated using ura-
nium-thorium time series.
Such fine sampling of less
time interval means we were
covering data at two-three
years’ interval while most re-
searches collect data at 20-
30 years’ interval. We even
captured the drought events
of last few centuries,” Prof
Gupta said. The results
showed abrupt shifts in the
ISM, he added.

AASU president Dipanka
Kumar Nath said the Modi go-
vernment is creating confu-
sion among the people to

A e
All Assam Students Union act|V|sts raise slogans against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act in Nalbari on Friday. =pmi

keep those Bangladeshis who
entered the State till Decem-
ber 2014 using the CAA when
the Assam Accord of 1985 said

that all those who came in af-
ter Bangladesh indepen-

dence on March 26, 1971 will
have to leave.

“Through the Assam Ac-
cord we have on behalf of the
country already taken the
burden of illegal foreigners
on our small State. Because of
CAA now, we cannot take the
additional burden till Decem-
ber 2014,” he said.

“We have given the illegal
migrants all facilities in As-
sam so far, but we cannot al-
low them to contest elections
in our State,” he said.

Mr. Bhattacharya referred

AASU

to Mr. Sonowal claiming that
only a negligible number of
Bangladeshi refugees in As-
sam will benefit from the
amended Act and said, “If the
number is negligible then let
him [Sonowal] tell Modi and
Shah to take them from As-
sam and settle them in Guja-
rat. Being a small number,
those people can be taken in
one train only from Guwahati
railway station.”

AASU general secretary
Luringjyoti Gogoi claimed
that the Modi government
had brought the CAA with a
“communal agenda”.

Mobile Internet services
resume in Meghalaya

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SHILLONG

Mobile Internet services
have resumed in Meghalaya,
eight days after they were
shut down in the wake of vio-
lent protests over the new ci-
tizenship law, officials said
on Saturday.

The ban on mobile Inter-
net and messaging services,
imposed on December 12,
was lifted around 7 p.m. on
Friday due to improvement
in law and order situation, a
senior home department of-
ficial said.

The decision to restore
the mobile Internet and mes-
saging services was taken af-
ter the Assembly on Thurs-
day unanimously adopted a
resolution urging the Centre
to implement the Inner Line
Permit in Meghalaya.

The curfew imposed in Sa-
dar and Lumdiengjri police
station limits in the hill town
was also relaxed for 16 hours
from 5 a.m. on Saturday and
no untoward incident was
reported in these areas, East
Khasi Hills District Magis-
trate M.W. Nongbri said.
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Yediyurappa ofters probe into violence

Karnataka Chief Minister defends police firing in Mangaluru, says they were ‘compelled’ to use force

Congress ups its ante
in Kerala against CAA

IN BRIEF

e

for handloom weavers
ANANTAPUR

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy on Saturday launched
Nethanna Nestham at
Dharmavaram of Anantapur
district. The scheme aims to
extending an aid of 24,000
every year for each handloom
weaver family that is
currently running a loom. The
scheme plans to provide
financial aid to about 85,000
families across the State for
five years. The total amount a
family would get by the end
of the term would be ¥1.2
lakh.

Seer favours lesser
number of ‘abhishekams'
TIRUMALA

Visakha Sarada Peetham seer
Sri Swaroopanandendra
Swamy has supported the
move of reducing the number
of 'abhishekams' performed
to the ‘utsava’ (processional)
idols at the temple of Lord
Venkateswara. "It remains an
indisputable fact that the
'utsava' idols, to which
various sevas are rendered on
a regular basis, are more
prone to corrosion with the
passing of time," he said. The
TTD ‘Agama’ advisory panel
has recommended reduction
of 'abhishekams' during
‘arjitha sevas'.

Veteran cinematographer
Ramachandra Babu dies
KOZHIKODE

Eminent cinematographer
Ramachandra Babu, 72, who
wielded camera for over 125
movies, passed away at a
hospital here on Saturday,
family sources said. Babu was
part of the technological
advancement made by the
Malayalam movie industry
and was behind the camera
when the industry shifted
from black and white to
colour. Babu had won the
Kerala State Film Award for
Best Cinematography four
times. p1i

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MANGALURU

Karnataka Chief Minister
B.S. Yediyurappa, who visit-
ed the curfew-bound coastal
city on Saturday, promised
an inquiry into the violence
during anti-CAA protests,
which left two dead in police
firing.

Addressing presspersons
after reviewing the law and
order situation in the city
with senior police officials
and the district administra-
tion officials, Mr. Yediyurap-
pa, however, did not reveal
the nature of the inquiry and
said that no time frame could
be fixed at this juncture on
completion of investigation.
He said that the nature of the
investigation will be decided
in consultation with Home
Minister Basavaraj Bommai.

Talking about the police
firing that claimed two lives,
Mr. Yediyurappa said that no
one was happy with what
had happened on Thursday,
even as he defended police
action. The police were
“compelled” to use force to
deter the surging crowds.
“They tried to storm a police
station,” he said. The Chief

= [

e > A

Some respite: Residents thronging a shop after curfew was

relaxed in Mangaluru on Saturday. =e1i

Minister said that the crowd
had also tried to gain entry
into the armoury at the pol-
ice station. If they had got en-
try the situation would have
been serious, he added.

Mr. Yediyurappa said that
the curfew under the juris-
diction of Mangaluru Police
Commissionerate will be re-
laxed for the entire day on
December 22 and it will be
continued on Sunday night.
The curfew will be lifted on
Monday. Mobile and Internet

services were also restored.
However, the prohibitory or-
ders will continue for some
more days. The Chief Minis-
ter met the daughter and son
of Jalil Kudroli, who died
during Thursday’s violence.
He also met the mother and
brother of Nausin, a youth
who also died in the same
police firing incident.
Meanwhile, former Chief
Minister and Leader of the
Opposition ~ Siddaramaiah
has been served a notice by

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
The Congress on Saturday
mobilised its cadres across
Kerala to register an
emphatic protest against the
contentious Citizenship
(Amendment) Act (CAA)
that “discriminates” against
Muslims seeking national
status in the country.

The stormy protests
unfolded almost

the Mangaluru police Com-
missioner barring his entry
into the Commissionerate li-
mits till midnight on Sunday.
The notice also bars anyone
from helping him reach the
city through any mode of
transport.

BJP’s ‘urban naxal’ taunt
The official Twitter handle of
the Karnataka BJP called his-
torian Ramachandra Guha
an “urban naxal” for partici-
pating in the protests against

simultaneously in multiple
district centres and resulted
in tussles with the police.
The demonstrations were
part of the party’s
expanding national-level
“protect the Constitution of
India” campaign against the
Centre government.

The demonstrations
pivoted around Central
government offices guarded
by phalanxes of police.

the CAA. Mr. Guha was de-
tained during protests on
December 19 and later
released.

Posting a video of an inter-
view given by Mr. Guha at the
protest site, the BJP tweeted
that “urban naxals who op-
erate in a dark world are un-
known to the common
man”, and that they make
their presence felt by “incit-
ing violence and organising
protests at the behest of their
masters”.

Sabarimala review petitions to be listed in January

SC notice does not specify the date of hearing, nor the composition of the seven-judge Bench

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Satur-
day issued notice informing
that review petitions chal-
lenging its September 28,
2018 judgment allowing wo-
men of menstruating age en-
try into the Sabarimala tem-
ple is likely to come up
before a Bench of seven judg-
es in January 2020.

The notice does not speci-
fy the date of hearing, nor
the composition of the
Bench. It merely asks the la-
wyers involved in the case to

file four more complete set of
paperbooks containing doc-
uments and pleadings.

On December 13, Chief
Justice of India Sharad A.
Bobde said the seven-judge
Bench would be set up soon.
He urged “patience” on wo-
men of menstruating age
fighting for their right to en-
ter the temple. The occasion
had arisen when two women
in their thirties had ap-
proached the court with a
plea to direct the Kerala pol-
ice to provide them protec-
tion for their pilgrimage dur-

ing the ongoing season. They
had referred to the Septem-
ber 28, 2018 majority judg-
ment of the Constitution
Bench, which had lifted the
ban on women of menstruat-
ing age entering the temple.
The State’s refusal to provide
them protection was in con-
tempt of this ruling, they had
said.

Woman’s right

However, the CJI pointed to a
judgment by a Review Bench
of five judges on November
14, which had referred to a

seven-judge Bench the fun-
damental question of wheth-
er a woman’s right to wor-
ship was subservient to
age-old religious customs,
faith and traditions.

The Review Bench’s ma-
jority judgment chose not to
reconsider the September
28, 2018 judgment — the very
purpose for which it was
formed.

On December 13, the CJI
said the situation was “explo-
sive”, and the two women
should wait till the seven-
judge Bench took a decision.

The Review Bench did not
stay the September 28, 2018
verdict allowing women aged
10-50 to enter the temple.

Senior advocates Indira
Jaising and Colin Gonsalves,
for Bindhu Ammini and Re-
hana Fathima, had said the
court’s silence would send a
wrong message to the
country.

Justice Rohinton F. Nari-
man, who was part of the
majority in the September
28, 2018 verdict, saw his opi-
nion relegated to a minority
on November 14.

Shadnagar killings: HC
orders second autopsy

SIT asked to seize guns used by police

Case trail

v o, ALRS

evidence from the spot where

police shot dead four accused at

Shadnagar. = PTI

MARRI RAMU
HYDERABAD

The Telangana High Court
on Saturday ordered re-
post-mortem examination
of bodies of the four ac-
cused in the Disha case,
who were gunned down by
Cyberabad police on De-
cember 6 at Shadnagar.

A bench of Chief Justice
Raghvendra Singh Chauhan
and Justice A. Abhishek Red-
dy instructed the Telangana
government to request the
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) to consti-
tute a board of three senior-
most forensic doctors to
perform the second autop-
sy. The second PME should
be completed by 5 p.m. on
Monday. It should be video
recorded and the video foot-
age should be handed over
to the HC Registrar General,
the bench said.

On completion of the au-
topsy, the bodies should be
handed over to the respec-
tive families of the slain per-
sons. Gandhi Hospital supe-
rintendent Sravan Kumar,
who was present in the
court and explained the
condition of the bodies to
the bench, should hand ov-
er the bodies to the families
under the supervision of
police, the order said.

The bench instructed the

Forensic éxbérts collecting- -

Sequence of events after four accused in the
Disha case were shot dead by the police

Dec. 9: Bodies shifted
from Mahbubnagar
district hospital to Gandhi
Hospital morgue

Dec. 12: Supreme Court
constitutes three-mem-
ber panel to inquire into
the killings

Dec. 17: SC, in an interim
order, asks HC to pass
appropriate direction on
collection of proof

Dec. 21: HC orders second
autopsy and sets 5 p.m.,
December 23, as deadline
for completing it

SIT constituted by the State
government to investigate
the ‘Shadnagar encounter’,
to seize the firearms used by
police personnel in the en-
counter and send them to
the Central Forensic Science
Laboratory in Hyderabad
for ballistic analysis. Along
with the arms and ammuni-
tion used by policemen in
the encounter, the SIT
should also collect details
like the case diary, video
footage related to the crime
since the issuance of First
Information Report of Dis-
ha’s murder to the killing of
the four accused in the fir-
ing, the order said.

The SIT also has to collect
details of mobile phones
used by policemen, location
of the cell phone towers,
call data record, movement
records of police teams, the
vehicles they had used and
all other evidence, the
bench said. This crucial evi-
dence should be preserved
and placed before the three-
member panel constituted
by the Supreme Court to in-
quire into Disha case.

All the four were killed in
a police firing on December
6. The police alleged that
they tried to escape when
they took them to the crime
site, to ‘reconstruct’ the
scene.
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Gallows for man who raped,
killed and set afire Ranchi girl

Manual scavenging left
282 dead since 2016

IN BRIEF

ardially inviles
an llbeing

Need to promote family

system: Venkaiah Naidu . ;
NZW DELHI SpeClal CBI court 70-year-01d Tﬁnllll N?CHJ topg Raising a stink — 10 TAMIL NADU
Vice-President M. Venkaiah | | 3D . the st rollowe —
Naidu on Saturday stressed ggg (S)I'Elllt)l'sle CSI,]OV?C? gets hfe term by Ha ryana States where large number of
death d whil
;:ﬁl Rji?’;(;fzrg?do:‘gat:he cliitnils'l;v seg\jvreerzc;:s s:plytilcetanks MARYANA
children about respecting AMARNATH TEWARY PRESS TRUST OF INDIA SHIV SAHAY SINGH in the last four years | 6
° ANAL KOTA (RAJASTHAN) KOLKATA 4
elders. Family values are the PATNA 2016 2017 N 2018

‘unique selling point' of the
Indian civilisation, he said,
while addressing a gathering
at a book release function.

Two arrested for girl's
murder in Vellore

VELLORE

The Sathuvachari police in
Vellore arrested two persons,
both auto drivers, for
murdering a girl and dumping
her body in a stone quarry.
The body of Nivedha was
found in a decomposed state
with multiple injuries on
Wednesday, the police said.
She was reported missing
four days earlier.

CPWD raises concern
after attack on official
NEW DELHI

Central Public Works
Department director-general
Prabhakar Singh wrote to
Bihar Chief Secretary on
Friday raising security
concerns, after an executive
engineer of the department
Amirullah Ansari was shot at
in Patna's Anishabad Mor area
while he was returning from
work. No arrests have been
made so far in the case.

A special CBI court on Satur-
day sentenced to death Ra-
hul Raj, who had been con-
victed for the 2016 rape and
murder of a fourth-semester
engineering student in Ran-
chi.

The court found Raj, 23, a
native of Bihar’s Nalanda dis-
trict, guilty of raping and
murdering the student in De-
cember 2016 and convicted
him on Friday. The court al-
so slapped a fine of 320,000
on the convict.

The victim’s half-burnt
body had been found at her
house in Buti Basti area of
Jharkhand’s capital city Ran-
chi. A subsequent autopsy
confirmed that the student
had been raped and strangu-
lated to death before being
burnt. The crime had trig-
gered a huge protest march
by students in Ranchi.

Habitual offender

In March 2018, the State go-
vernment had transferred
the case to the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI).
Raj, a native of Bihar’s Nalan-

Pronounced guilty: Rahul Raj leaving a special CBI court after
the hearing on Saturday =e1i

da district, figured as a
prime suspect as he had
been living in the neighbour-
hood of the victim and went
missing after the incident.

A ‘habitual offender’, Raj
was also alleged to have been
‘absconding’ in connection
with the rape of a minor girl
in Patna and had been
named as an accused in
another case in Lucknow. He
was taken into the CBI’s cus-
tody on June 23, 2019, from
Lucknow and brought to
Ranchi, where his blood
samples matched the DNA
samples collected from the

victim’s body. The CBI filed a
charge sheet against Raj and
the charges were framed on
October 25, 2019.

The trial started on No-
vember 8 and during the
day-to-day hearings more
than 30 prosecution witness-
es were examined over a pe-
riod of 16 days.

The court wrapped up the
trial in a little over a month
and found Raj ‘guilty’ under
sections 302 (murder), 376
(rape), 201 (causing disap-
pearance of evidence) and
449 (house trespass) of the
Indian Penal Code.

A POCSO court has booked a
70-year-old man Babulal
Mali and his 40-year-old
accomplice Mohit Mali for
gang rape and sentenced
them to life imprisonment
for raping a minor girl, who
was then in class VII, two
years ago in Rajasthan’s Kota
district. The court also
imposed a fine of 35,000
each on the two convicts.

Minor raped,
accused caught

STAFF REPORTER
AGARTALA

Police on Saturday arrested
27-year-old Abdul Khalek
alias Joy, the key accused in
the rape of a 15-year-old girl
from Sonamura under
Sepahijala district. The
victim’s condition, who is
currently undergoing
treatment at GBP Hospital,
remained critical, doctors
said. Search was on to nab
the other accused, said the
police.

Raising of retirement age to benefit 4 lakh army personnel

A study is currently under way to identify the disciplines where the service tenure can be extended

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

The Army’s attempt to in-
crease the retirement age of
jawans in specialised disci-
plines progressively to bet-
ween 55-58 years is likely to
benefit 30-40% of the force,
or about four lakh person-
nel, who would get to conti-
nue in the service longer, ar-
my officials said. A study is
currently under way to iden-
tify  various  disciplines
where the retirement age

: WEATHER WATCH

can be enhanced.

“We are loosing skilled
manpower,” said an army of-
ficial, speaking on condition
of anonymity.

“We have identified spe-
cialists in various disciplines
and looking if we can in-
crease their [retirement] age
progressively to 50, 54 and
eventually 58,” the official
added. Such specialists in-
clude medical assistants, ra-
diologists and technicians in
the electronics and mechani-

RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY
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: TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 17.00 HRS)
: Forecast for Sunday: Cold day conditions likely in isolated pock-
ets over Bihar, Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh
: and west Rajasthan. Dense fog likely in isolated pockets over :
¢ Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, :

south Assam, Meghalaya and Tripura in the morning hours.

LTy RAIN MAX  MIN
 Agartala.....oee.. -...16.0....11.0
: Ahmedabad ....30.0....16.0
¢ Aizawl........ .18.0......7.0
© Allahabad... .22.0......8.0
: Bengaluru .. .26.0....18.0
: Bhopal........ .26.0....13.0
: Bhubaneswar.. ..27.0....15.0
¢ Chandigarh .13.0......9.0
: Chennai ..... ..30.0....25.0
: Coimbatore .30.0....21.0
: Dehradun... .22.0......9.0
: Gangtok. ..13.0......7.0
: Goa........ .34.0....22.0
: Guwahati ... .24.0....13.0
Hubballi..... -....29.0....19.0
¢ Hyderabad . -....29.0....17.0
: Imphal... -....21.0......5.0
© Jaipur —....22.0......9.0
Kochi . —....32.0....25.0
: Kohima.. —....18.0......5.0
: Kolkata.......coceuee -....22.0....13.0

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

¢ Pollutants in the air you are breathing

: CITIES S0. NO: CO PM2.5
: Ahmedabad..... 10 .69 35 ..443
¢ Bengaluru....... .. 4 .62 89 ..101
: Chennai ..o, .. 6 .34 27 .155
: Delhi oo 15 .61 75 ..426 .
¢ Hyderabad...... 18 .72 38 ..262
¢ Kolkata........... 101 40 .324 .
: Lucknow 91 88 ..410
* Mumbai . .54 38 ..248 .
D PUNE..s .25 83 ..180 .

: Visakhapatnam 10 .45 50 ..137 .

Air Quality Code: M Poor

cTy
Kozhikode.................... —...35.0....25.0 :
Kurnool ... ...32.0....21.0 :
Lucknow... ..20.0......7.0 :
Madurai.... .30.0....23.0 ¢
Mangaluru .36.0....23.0 :
Mumbai.... .31.0....19.0 :
Mysuru. ..28.0....17.0 :
New Delhi ..18.0.....9.0 :
Patna ....... ..19.0......8.0 :
Port Blair.. ..30.0....25.0 :
Puducherry ... .29.0....20.0 :
Pune......... .30.0....17.0 :
Raipur .. ....16.0 :
Ranchi.. ....10.0 :
Shillong.... 40
Shimla...... 3.0
Srinagar -3.0 :
Thiruvananthapuram.... 11.4....33.0....24.0 :
Tiruchi .0...22.0 :
Vijayawada ... ....31.0....21.0 :
Visakhapatnam ............. —....29.0....23.0 :
Yesterday

PM10 CODE

.366 ... H

107 ... In observation made at 4.00

..... - p.m., Noida, Uttar Pradesh

353 ..M recorded an overall air
_ ™ qualipy i}nde.x (AQI) score of

""" 474 indicating a severe level :

323 .0 of pollution. In contrast,

..... - ..n Eloor, Kerala recorded a

144 ..M healthy AQI score of 44.

129 ..

128

Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQl)

: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
: reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

¢ lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature :

: death in people with heart or lung disease
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cal engineering corps posted
at Corps Headquarters and
base workshops among oth-
ers. “Our estimate is this will
benefit 30-40% of the per-
sonnel in the 1.2 million
strong army,” the official
stated

The study, which was in-
itiated earlier this year and is
being carried out by the Ad-
jutant General, was to have
been submitted to the go-
vernment a couple of
months back. However, it

was later extended.

“It was sent to the Com-
mands for comments but the
initial feedback was not en-
couraging,” the official said,
explaining the delay.

For instance, the Army
Medical Corps (AMC) recom-
mended only three trades
for enhancement. So, Army
Headquarters had asked for
another assessment and the
revised comments “are ex-
pected in a month.”

A majority of jawans start

SC condemns detention
on ‘irrelevant grounds’

It is akin to punishment without trial

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

A person cannot be de-
tained on the basis of “stale
and irrelevant” grounds, the
Supreme Court has held in a
judgment.

A Bench of Justices D.Y.
Chandrachud and Hrishi-
kesh Roy said detaining a
person on “stale incidents”
will be akin to punishing
him for a crime without
trial.

Assessing past conduct

A court can set aside a de-
taining order if it is based on
stale and irrelevant
grounds. “A live and proxi-
mate link must exist bet-
ween the past conduct of a
person and the imperative

need to detain him,” Justice
Chandrachud said while re-
ferring to a precedent in the
23-page judgment.

The case concerned an
appeal by a man, Khaja Bilal
Ahmed, who was detained
as a “goonda” under the Te-
langana Offenders Act of
1986. The apex court
quashed the detention or-
der, saying there is no proxi-
mate link between his past
and the immediate need to
detain him.

Incidents believed to
have taken place nine to 14
years earlier cannot be a ba-
sis for the detaining authori-
ty to conclude that the per-
son is engaging or making
preparations for committing
an illegal act, the SC said.

retiring at about 40-42 years
of age. While this has been
set due to the rigours of mili-
tary service, there has been
huge technological advance-
ment over the decades and
not all personnel go through
the same stress or serve in
extreme situations, officials
said.

“The effort is to identify
specialised disciplines by ca-
tegory and service and en-
hance the age of retirement,”
the official added.

ED initiates action
against wildlife smuggler

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

As many as 282 people
have died while cleaning
sewers and septic tanks in
the country between 2016
and November 2019, the
Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment said in
a response to a question
by Rajya Sabha MP Vanda-
na Chavan.

Among the States, Ta-
mil Nadu has recorded 40
deaths, the highest in
number, in these four
years. This is followed by
Haryana with 31 deaths,
and Gujarat and Delhi
with 30 deaths each. Mah-
arashtra and Uttar Pra-
desh have recorded 27
deaths each in the same
period.

In its response the Mi-
nistry stated that these fi-
gures are on the basis of
FIRs filed by the respec-
tive State governments.
According to the data ta-
bled in the Rajya Sabha,
50 deaths were reported
in 2016, 83 in 2017, 66 in
2018 and 83 till November
2019.

‘Higher than reported’
“Sanitation being a State
subject, the people for
cleaning of sewers and
septic tanks are employed
by local bodies. States and
Union Territories have
been requested to ensure
filing of FIRs and prosecu-
tion in all cases of employ-
ment of persons for hazar-
dous cleaning of sewers as
per the provisions of The
Prohibition of Employ-
ment as Manual Scaven-
gers and their Rehabilita-

tion Act 2013," the
response said.
Speaking about the

deaths, Bezwada Wilson,
national convener of Safai
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Karmachari Andolan, an
organisation working to
eradicate manual scaveng-
ing, said that the deaths
are much higher than
what is reported in the of-
ficial statistics.

“We have been collect-
ing statistics of such
deaths since 1993. It is on-
ly after 2000 that we start-
ed getting figures. Our
website has put the figure
at 1,760 deaths,” Mr. Wil-
son told The Hindu. The
Magsaysay award winning
activist said that every
year hundreds of people
die but nothing much has
been done on ground.

Rapid urbanisation

“The deaths have been
higher in states like Tamil
Nadu, Gujarat and Uttar
Pradesh where there has
been rapid and un-
planned urbanisation,”
Mr. Wilson said. Reducing
human intervention in
cleaning septic tanks and
sewers is important to
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bring these numbers
down, he added.

Bindeshwar  Pathak,
founder, Sulabh Interna-
tional Social Service Or-
ganization, also spoke on
similar lines and said:
“There are technologies
available not only to de-
tect the presence of poiso-
nous gas in sewers and
septic tanks but also for
mechanized cleaning of
it.”

In the same response,
the Central government
has put on record that
there are about 60,440
manual scavengers identi-
fied across the country, in
17 States.

More than half of them,
about 35,472, have been
identified from Uttar Pra-
desh alone.

The Parliament had
enacted the Prohibition of
Employment as Manual
Scavengers and their Reh-
abilitation Act, 2013 which
came in force from De-
cember 6, 2013.

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directo-
rate issued a look-out circu-
lar against Supradip Guha,
for carrying out organised
wildlife smuggling. The ED
has provisionally attached a

parcel of land under the Pre-
vention of Money Launder-
ing Act.

The agency had earlier at-
tached three chimpanzees
and four marmosets that
were rescued from Mr. Gu-
ha’s Kolkata residence.
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Toll touches 16 in U.P. as
anti-CAA stir continues

In Karnataka, the BJP go-
vernment denied permis-
sion to former Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah to travel to
Mangaluru which remains
under curfew since Thurs-
day when three people were
killed in police firing. The
Congress leader termed the
government action a “mur-
der of democracy” and “un-
declared emergency.”

In Chennai, activists from
the Students Federation of

India (SFI), Democratic
Youth Federation of India,
Untouchablity Eradication
Front and others gathered
near the main Dr. Puratchi
Thalaivar MGR Central Rail-
way Station and proceeded
towards the platforms to
conduct a rail roko. But they
were prevented from mov-
ing onto the platforms by
the police, leading to a scuf-
fle. Around 300 people
courted arrest.

CAA will hurt social
harmony: Pawar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PUNE

Nationalist Congress Party
chief Sharad Pawar on Satur-
day said that like eight other
States, Maharashtra should
also refuse implementation
of the new citizenship law,
which he feared would hurt
the religious and social har-
mony of India.

Dubbing the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act and the
proposed National Register
of Citizens “ploys” by the
Union government to “divert
attention” from serious is-
sues plaguing the country,
the former Union Minister
expressed  apprehension
that the Centre might dis-
miss the State governments
opposing the new citizen-
ship law.

The NCP is a ruling consti-
tuent, along with the Con-
gress, in the Maharashtra Vi-
kas Aghadi government
headed by the Shiv Sena.

Mr. Pawar said his party
had opposed the Bill when it
came up for passage in Par-
liament. “Eight States, in-
cluding Bihar, which is ruled
by an NDA ally, have refused
to implement the law and
Maharashtra should also
take a similar stand,” he said

Cong. MP bats
for citizenship
of Ahmadiyyas

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Amid a push by the Con-
gress-led Opposition par-
ties for Parliament to with-
draw the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, Con-
gress Rajya Sabha member
Partap Singh Bajwa has
written to President Ram
Nath Kovind to expand the
ambit of the Act and in-
clude the Ahmadiyya sect
among the six communi-
ties eligible for citizenship.

“It is my hope that the
government will continue
to protect those who are
oppressed and persecuted
around us and look at ex-
panding the ambit of the
Citizenship Amendment
Act, 2019, under your di-
rections,” he said.

Asked about the con-
tradiction between his
stand and that of his party,
Mr. Bajwa said: “Now after
Rashtrapatiji’s assent, it is
the law. And until courts
undo it, this will be the law.
The party’s view is that for
the entire country but I am
articulating local concerns.
This year when we are ce-
lebrating the 500th birth
anniversary of Guru Nanak
Devji, the founder of Sik-
hism. And Sikh Gurus like
Guru Gobind Singh have
taught us to stand with the
oppressed,” Mr. Bajwa told
The Hindu.

Ahmadiyyas have faced
persecution in Pakistan
and the Pakistani state
does not recognise them as
Muslims. “In 1974, the Go-
vernment of Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto passed the Second
Amendment to the Pakista-
ni Constitution, which in
effect declared the entire
community “non-Muslim.”
Further in 1984, the Zia-ul-
Haq government passed
Ordinance XX, that prohi-
bited the Ahmadiyyas from
identifying themselves as
Muslims, using Islamic
texts to pray and from pu-
blicly practising the Islamic
faith,” he said.
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in response to a query.

“But if the States oppose
the Union government’s or-
der, there is a likelihood that
it [Centre] may dismiss
these State governments,”
he added.

Besides Bihar, Kerala,
Punjab, West Bengal and Ra-

jasthan have opposed the

CAA implementation.

Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray of the Sena had
last Sunday said that imple-
mentation of the CAA will
depend on the ruling of the
Supreme Court.

“We are checking legality
of the new law. Some people
have challenged the CAA in
the Supreme Court. We are
waiting to find out whether
the new Act fits the frame-
work of the Constitution or
not,” he had said.

Party workers to meet three crore families across country in next 10 days

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The BJP on Saturday an-
nounced a mass contact pro-
gramme to apprise people of
the details of the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, 2019, to
assure them that it was not
against existing citizens, and
to bust some of the “myths”
around it as protests conti-
nued against the law.
Addressing a press confe-
rence at the BJP headquar-
ters in New Delhi, party gen-
eral secretary Bhupendra
Yadav said the contours of
the mass contact pro-
gramme on the CAA and the
proposed National Register
of Citizens (NRC) were final-
ised at a meeting of party of-
fice-bearers and spokesper-
sons, which was presided
over by working president
J.P. Nadda.

250 press meets
The party would, within the
next 10 days, contact more

than three crore families, or-
ganise a rally in every dis-
trict of the country and hold
over 250 press conferences
across the country to inform
masses about the new law.
The new law seeks to give
citizenship to six minority
communities from Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Bangla-
desh, who arrived in India
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Reaching out: BJP working president J.P. Nadda addressing a
meeting in New Delhi on Saturday. =pmi

before December 2014 due
to religious persecution.

Mr. Yadav said the party
would involve beneficiaries
of the amended law in its in-
formation campaign.

Congress targeted

He accused the Opposition
parties, especially the Con-
gress, of spreading misinfor-

mation in a bid to disturb
peace across the country
during recent protests which
have claimed several lives.

Earlier, addressing the
meeting, Mr. Nadda said it
was a matter of happiness
that the Modi government
had decided to give succour
to those fleeing religious per-
secution from Pakistan, Ban-
gladesh and Afghanistan and
seeking a home in India.

“The Congress is talking
the language of Pakistan and
conveniently forgetting what
was promised under the
Nehru-Liyaqat pact of 1950,”
he is reported to have said.
“Former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh too had,
on the floor of the Rajya Sab-
ha in 2003, asked that refu-
gees be protected,” he said.

He added that the Con-
gress and other Opposition
parties, having been bested
at the hustings, “were using
students to play vote bank
politics.”

AMUTA wants judicial
probe into police ‘excesses’

Over 500 teachers take part in protest

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GHAZIABAD

The Aligarh Muslim Univer-
sity Teachers’ Association
took out a protest march
against the “unwarranted”
police action against AMU
students on the night of De-
cember 15.

In a resolution addressed
to President Ram Nath Ko-
vind, AMUTA has asked for a
judicial inquiry to look into
the police “excesses”.

“There are less cruel op-
tions like water canons avail-
able that could have been ex-
plored,” said Najmul Islam,
Honorary Secretary, AMU-
TA, adding that a fact-find-
ing team of teachers would
look into the matter by tak-

ing into account the testimo-
nies of injured students and
those who were detained.
“The police should look at
students as their own chil-
dren,” he said.

Mr. Islam said the teach-
ers also resolved that in fu-
ture the university adminis-
tration should use teachers
as a buffer between students
and police during any such
crises. “The V-C has said that
things happened all of a sud-
den. While I agree that it was
a sudden surge after the sit-
uation worsened in Jamia
Millia, we still had time to
talk to students and absorb
some of their anger,” he
said. Around 500 teachers
participated in the protest.
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Clear call: Women shouting slogans during a protest again
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the CAA in Guwahati on Saturday. =riTuRAJKONWAR

Assam plans to bring
in land rights laws

To bar transfer of land to ‘outsiders’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Indigenous communities in
Assam may soon be prevent-
ed from transferring land to
the non-indigenous, accord-
ing to Assam’s Health and
Finance Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma.

In a move that is believed
to be a direct fallout of the
protests against the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act, the
State Cabinet headed by
Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal took a slew of deci-
sions that are aimed at as-
suaging the indigenous
communities.

Prime among them was
the announcement about in-
troducing a Bill in the next
session of the State Assemb-
ly for ensuring the protec-
tion of land rights of the in-
digenous people.

“Such a move could not
be approved as a committee
formed to define indigenous
Assamese people for consti-
tutional safeguards under
Clause 6 of the Assam Ac-
cord is yet to submit its re-
port,” Mr. Sarma told repor-
ters after the meeting of the
Council of Ministers.

“Otherwise, we are clear
about who is indigenous,
and they are not those who
came to Assam before 1971,
1951 or even 1941,” he ad-
ded.

Industries and Com-
merce Minister Chandra
Mohan Patowary said the
State government would al-
so bring in legislation mak-
ing it mandatory for Assa-
mese language to be a
compulsory subject in all
English and other medium
schools.

Bodo, Bengali

While English is the official
language in the Karbi and
Dimasa tribe-dominated hill
districts, Bodo and Bengali
are the official languages in
the Bodo tribal areas and
Barak Valley respectively.

The Cabinet also resolved
to request the Centre for
amending Article 345 of the
Constitution for declaring
Assamese as the State lan-
guage of Assam excluding
Barak Valley, BTAD and the
hill districts.

The focus of the Cabinet
meeting was on tribal areas
and the six communities —
Adivasi ("tea tribe”), Chuti-
ya, Koch-Rajbongshi, Mo-
ran, Matak and Tai-Ahom —
who are demanding Sche-
duled Tribe status.

New autonomous coun-
cils would be created for the
Moran and Matak communi-
ties, who would along with
the Chutiya and Tai-Ahom,
be given 125 crore each as a
special package.

Congress to hold silent protest at Rajghat

Rahul, Sonia to participate; party vows to protect Constitution against ‘dictatorial government’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Senior leaders of the Con-
gress, including Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, held a meet-
ing at party president Sonia
Gandhi’s residence on Satur-
day and decided to hold a
six-hour dharna at Rajghat
on Monday in protest against
the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act and the proposed
National Register of Citizens.

Ms. Sonia Gandhi is ex-
pected to take part in the
protest as is former party
chief Rahul Gandhi after his
return to India late on Satur-
day night.

Apart from Ms. Vadra, se-
nior leaders at the meeting
included Ahmed Patel, K.C.
Venugopal and Jyotiraditya

4) The NRC and the Citizenship
Amendment Act are against
the fundamental spirit of the
Constitution of India . The public

is fighting on the streets to protect
Constitution but the government
is bent upon barbaric

repression and violence

PRIYANKA GANDHI VADRA,
CONGRESS GENERAL SECRETARY

Scindia. “In line with the
path of non-violent, yet con-
sistent and unequivocal op-
position shown by the Father
of the Nation, the party’s sa-
tyagraha will fight against
this dictatorial government
and to protect Baba Saheb’s
sacred Constitution,” Mr. Ve-
nugopal said in a statement.

Uddhav announces crop loan waiver

Farmers with borrowings of up to X2 lakh pending till September 30 to benefit

ALOK DESHPANDE
NAGPUR

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on Satur-
day announced a waiver of
crop loans up to 32 lakh
pending till September 30.

While the government has
not announced the total
amount to be waived and the
number of farmers to benefit
from the package, Finance
Minister Jayant Patil said the
amount could be more than
320,000 crore.

“The farmers who have
loans pending loan till Sep-
tember 30, 2019 will benefit
under this scheme and loans
up to 32 lakh will be waived
off. Today, I am announcing
the Mahatma Jyotirao Phule
Farmer Loan Waiver
Scheme. This scheme will
start in March as the govern-
ment machinery will require
two months for prepara-
tions,” Mr. Thackeray said.

He was replying to a dis-
cussion initiated by the Op-
position on the last day of

»

Uddhav Thackeray

the winter session of the As-
sembly.

On Friday, The Hindu had
reported that the Finance
Ministry was finalising a pro-
posal to waive loans up to 32
lakh.

The Common Minimum
Programme (CMP) an-
nounced by the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) government
last month had listed farm
loan waivers as one of the
main points of its agenda.

Saturday’s decision is
seen as the first step towards

fulfilling the promises in the
CMP.

The Chief Minister said
the loan waiver would be a
transparent scheme and the
money would be directly
transferred to the accounts
of farmers.

‘No conditions’

“The farmer will not suffer
from any conditions and the
government intends to make
as many farmers as possible
loan-free,” he said.

Mr. Thackeray said the
present loans pending in
next June would be
restructured.

“Those who are regularly
paying the crop loan without
fail will get the benefits of a
new scheme which will be
announced in next 15 days,”
he added.

Mr. Patil later told The
Hindu that the actual num-
ber of beneficiaries and total
loan amount will be an-
nounced soon.

“But the amount will ex-

ceed more than 320,000
crore claimed to be dis-
bursed by the previous go-
vernment. There will be no
forms, no interview of
spouse, no online system as
done by the previous govern-
ment. We will do it in a tran-
sparent manner. Details of
the scheme will be an-
nounced soon,” he said. The
Opposition BJP said the State
government had promised
complete waiver of loans
and by not doing so, had
cheated the farmers. Leader
of the Opposition Devendra
Fadnavis staged a walkout in
protest, while the MLAs
from the Treasury benches
congratulated Mr.
Thackeray.

The decisions announced
by Mr. Thackeray include
launching the Shiv Bhojan
scheme under which a full
meal will be made available
at310.

“Initially, the scheme will
start in 50 centres across the
State,” he said.

“There have been wides-
pread resentment against
the recent actions of the BJP
government, among people
across the country — espe-
cially among youth demand-
ing the restoration and main-
taining the sanctity of rights
guaranteed by our Constitu-
tion,” the statement said.

The BJP government at the
Centre and in different States
had used indiscriminate pol-
ice force against ordinary ci-
tizens in the name of main-
taining law and order, it said.

‘Illegal arrest’
In a separate statement, Ms.
Vadra accused the Modi go-
vernment of adopting a “dic-
tatorial mindset to suppress
the voice of the people”.
“The NRC and the Citizen-
ship Amendment Act are
against the fundamental spi-
rit of the Constitution of In-
dia. Assault on Baba Saheb
Ambedkar’s  Constitution
will not be allowed at any
cost. The public is fighting
on the streets to protect Con-
stitution but the government

RJD supporters block

roads during Bihar bandh

Party accuses BJP of dividing nation

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PATNA

Rashtriya Janata Dal (R]D)
supporters and workers on
Saturday blocked roads and
disrupted movement of
trains at different places in
Bihar during a bandh organ-
ised by the party in protest
against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act and the
proposed National Register
for Citizens (NRC).

The other mahagath-
bandhan (grand alliance)
parties too had extended
support to the RJD bandh
call. In Patna, led by party
leader Tejashwi Yadav, RJD
workers and supporters
reached the Dak Bungalow
intersection and blocked
traffic for hours, while rais-
ing anti government slo-
gans.

They shouted slogans
against both the Bihar and
the Central governments.
The bandh supporters also
threw stones at buses, cars

Tejashwi Yadav

and autorickshaws and
broke their window shields.
Mr. Yadav also addressed
party leaders there and
slammed both the Union
and the State governments.

“The BJP is trying to
make a divide in the country
with CAA and NRC...Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar has
surrendered before commu-
nal forces...if you (Mr Ku-
mar) will support those who
are hell-bent on destroying
our Constitution, we’ll not
sit quietly”, he said.

»

is bent upon barbaric repres-
sion and violence,” the party
general secretary said in a
statement in Hindi.

“Illegal arrests of stu-
dents, intellectuals, social
workers, lawyers and jour-
nalists in all parts of the
country is reprehensible. No
one knows where the police
is taking the people after ar-
resting them throughout the
country, including the State
of Uttar Pradesh. It is a dark
day for democracy,” Mr. Va-
dra added.

The Congress leader also
accused the police of keep-
ing several “socio-political
activists for two days in ille-
gal detention with shocking
reports of them being beaten
up and tortured in custody.”

-~ Arrest of Naval

personnel tip
of the iceberg’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
VISAKHAPATNAM

The arrest of seven naval
personnel and one hawala
operator by the Andhra
Pradesh police and Central
Intelligence Agencies on
Friday has given rise to a
number of speculative sto-
ries.

While there is no clarity
on their identity, official
rank or in which naval es-
tablishment they were
working, sources say that
two of them were operat-
ing from Eastern Naval
Command and the others
were from Western Naval
Command, and could be
located in Mumbai or Kar-
war.

It is even not clear
whether all of them were
sailors or if there were any
officers among them.

However, sources in the
police say that it is just the
tip of an iceberg and there
could be the involvement
of some officers.

A ND-NDE
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Fury rages: Protesters blocking a road by burning tyres during a bandh in Patna; a man displaying a poster during a demonstration at the Rajghat in New Delhi, and the police cornering a protester in Varanasi on Saturday. =RANJEET KUMAR, R.V. MOORTHY & AFP

Youth dies of bullet injury
amid clashes in Rampur

Four others injured, five vehicles set ablaze

Kerala scribes
protest against
police action

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Kerala Union of Work-
ing Journalist (KUW]) sub-
mitted a memorandum to
Governor Arif Mohammad
Khan on Saturday, high-
lighting the recent attacks
on journalists in Kerala and
Delhi.

The KUW]J staged a prot-
est in front of the Kerala
House in New Delhi. It not-
ed in the memorandum
that the journalists were at-
tacked while covering the
recent protests against the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act.

CPI(M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury, who also
took part in the protest,
said: “We stand for a free
and independent press.
They are the sentinels of
our democracy. The muz-
zling of the media high-
lights the government’s
weakness and failure. But
the truth cannot be hid-
den. We extend our full
support to journalists who
have been targeted, and we
will continue to fight for
the freedom of the press.”

He said the worst-affect-
ed by the violence were the
BJP-ruled States.

In the memorandum,
the KUW]J said: “We strong-
ly condemn the brutality of
the Delhi police unleashed
on journalists recently.”

{ HEMANI BHANDARI

NEW DELHI

i The Delhi Police on Saturday
. arrested 27 persons, includ-
¢ ing Bhim Army chief Chan-
¢ dra Shekhar Aazad, in con-
: nection with the violence
¢ that erupted at Seemapuri in
: Shahdara and Delhi Gate on
¢ Friday. All accused have
¢ been sent to judicial custody.

Around 4 a.m. on Satur-

¢ day, Mr. Aazad was on the
: steps of the Jama Masjid with
: several others while staging
. a protest against the Citizen-
¢ ship (Amendment) Act as the
. police waited outside the
¢ mosque. “If all the people
i (detained) are released, I am
. ready to get arrested. Conti-
¢ nue the struggle and stay to-
¢ gether to protect the Consti-
© tution,” he tweeted. He later
¢ walked outside after which
: he was arrested.

In a video before his ar-

¢ rest, he said that that this
: was a bigger fight and that
© CAA-NRC would divide the
¢ country.

“This fight is not just of

: our Muslim brothers but eve-
¢ ryone’s and we will not let
¢ this fight die down. Our un-
: ity is our strength. Protest
i peacefully, don’t give them
© an opportunity to use bullets
: and sticks,” he said.

During the day, Mr. Aazad

was taken for a medical ex-
¢ amination after which he
: was produced before the

court. He was then sent to 14-
day judicial custody. Apart
from Mr. Aazad, 15 others
were arrested on charges of
rioting, arson and damage to
public property at Delhi Gate
who were sent to two-day
judicial custody.

In a parallel development,
11 persons were arrested on
the same charges for vio-
lence in Seemapuri. They
were produced before the
court and sent to 14-day jud-
icial custody.

The FIR stated that Mr. Aa-
zad gave a provocative
speech after which a huge
crowd started moving to-
wards Delhi Gate.
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Catching fire: A gathering of about 50 students grew into a big protest outside the Jamia
Millia Islamia campus in New Delhi on Saturday. =susHiL KUMAR VERMA

‘Aazad held in dawn drama

Bhim Army chief was held outside the Jama Masjid in Delhi during a protest

e

Jamia women students
lead a mass protest

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Jamia Millia Islamia students
staged a demonstration out-
side the campus on Satur-
day in protest against the
amendments to the citizen-
ship law, days after clashes
between the police and
protesters there.

The demonstration was
led by woman students of
the Central university. Male
students, alumni and other

protesters joined later. The
initial gathering of around
50 students turned into a
mass protest in a few hours,
with over 500 people join-
ing in.

Salim Ahmed, a protester
who came with his five-year-
old child, said, “I am with
the students of this country.
My son is here carrying a
poster and I want my son to
grow up in a secular nation
and not a biased country.”

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GHAZIABAD

A 25-year-old man died of a
bullet injury and four were
injured as the protest against
the Citizenship Amend-
ment) Act turned violent in
Rampur on Saturday.

District Magistrate Aunja-
neya K. Singh told The Hin-
du that Faiz, 25, was hit by a
bullet in the neck and died
during treatment at a go-
vernment hospital. “The
police didn’t fire any bullet.
We are investigating how he
was hit. Those who have
doubts should wait for the
post-mortem report,” he
said.

Mr. Singh denied reports
that two persons had died.

Sources said hundreds of
protesters gathered at Chau-
raha Hathi Khana in the Id-
gah area and threw stones at
the police. They set ablaze a
police vehicle, the motorcy-
cle of a traffic policeman and
three other vehicles.

The police lathi-charged
the crowd and fired tear-gas
shells. “At other places in the
city, we could control the
crowd with the help of Ule-
mas, but at Chauraha Hathi
Khana, the protesters put
teenagers in the front who
were throwing sutli bombs
at the police. They also tar-

Varsity topper to boycott convocation

Pondicherry University alumna not to accept her degree, in protest against the CAA

RAJESH B. NAIR
PUDUCHERRY

A gold medallist in M.Sc. Elec-
tronic Media from Pondicherry
University has decided to reject
her medal and not attend the
convocation to be held on Mon-
day. President Ram Nath Kovind
is scheduled to preside over the
convocation.

Karthika B. Kurup said she
was registering her protest and
pushing for the withdrawal of
the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act and the proposed National
Register of Citizens. Ms. Kurup’s
WhatsApp status message on
Saturday went viral by late
evening.

Ms. Kurup, who completed
her Masters last year, told The
Hindu, “It is my personal
choice. It is my democratic right
to protest against a law which is
against humanity and unconsti-

JU cancels special
convocation

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KOLKATA

turday decided not to hold the :
scheduled Special Convocation :
programme to be addressed by :
the Chancellor, who is also the :
State’s Governor, in view of the :
threat of students’ bodies to :
show black flag to him, an official :

said.

manju Basu said.
The decision not to hold the

har, he said.
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A protest against the CAA by
students of Pondicherry
University. =m.SsAMRAJ

tutional.” She added, “I will not
accept the degree until the go-
vernment  withdraws the
legislation.”

The Pondicherry University
Students Union had on Friday
exhorted students to boycott
the convocation. Following the

union’s call, Ph.D. scholar A.S.
Arun Kumar from the Anthro-
pology Department also decid-
ed to stay away. “I want to ex-
press my anger against the CAA
and the brutal way the Central
government cracked down on
the students protest in New Del-
hi. So I have decided not to ac-
cept my degree from the Presi-
dent,” he said.

Mr. Kumar also announced
his decision through a What-
sApp message, claiming it was
in solidarity with the students
protesting against CAA across
the country. “When the entire
country is burning, I do not
want to rejoice by accepting the
degree. I will get it once the go-
vernment agrees to amend the
wrong done to the country,” he
added.

A senior administrative offi-
cial said the university had not

received any communication
from the students who had an-
nounced their call to boycott.
“We have announced the list
of medal winners and first rank
holders on the university web-
site. The students themselves
have registered on the website
for the convocation,” he said.
The Akhil Bharatiya Vidyar-
thi Parishad (ABVP) urged Pu-
ducherry DGP Balaji Srivastava
to take action against those
spreading rumours with the in-
tent of disrupting the convoca-
tion. In a complaint on Satur-
day, ABVP urged the police to
crack down on people posting
‘vicious’ messages on What-
sApp. “In the name of student
council, some anti-social ele-
ments are spreading provoca-
tive messages to create chaos,”
ABVP general secretary Selva
Kumar said in his complaint.

[India summons Malaysian envoy
‘over Mahathir's comments on CAA

The Jadavpur University on Sa-

Remarks not in keeping with accepted diplomatic practice: Delhi

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

The Centre on Saturday sum-
moned the Malaysian envoy to
India and lodged a “solemn

. protest” after Malaysian Prime

The university’s annual convo- :
cation which does not require the :
Chancellor’s presence, however, :
will be held on the same date, De- :
cember 24, JU Registrar Sneha- :

Minister Mahathir Mohamad
made observations critical of
the Citizenship Amendment
Act.

“It was conveyed that such

. remarks are neither in keeping
i with accepted diplomatic prac-
Special Convocation was taken at :
an Executive Committee meeting :
in the wake of the threat of Left :
students’ bodies to show black :
flag to Governor Jagdeep Dhank- :

tice of non-interference in each
other’s internal affairs, nor with
the state of our bilateral rela-
tions,” a government source
said after the Malaysian Charge

: D’Affaires was summoned.

»

Mahathir Mohamad

Speaking after the Islamic
Summit in Kuala Lumpur, the
Malaysian leader had said the
police action against Indians
protesting over the Citizenship

Amendment Act, 2019 was “ve-
ry unfortunate”.

“India is a secular state from
the start; religion of the people
did not prevent them from be-
coming citizens,” Mr Mohamad
had said.

He also referred to the situa-
tion in Kashmir during a meet-
ing with the media.

India described these com-
ments as “ill-informed and in-
sensitive”. The government
source conveyed that the Malay-
sian leader’s comments were
not helpful for the bilateral ties,
saying, “Malaysia was asked to
take a long-term and strategic
view of the bilateral relations”.

Stir will be on till
law is repealed,
says Stalin

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

DMK president M.K. Stalin on
Saturday said the protests
against the Citizenship Amend-
ment Act (CAA) would continue
till it was repealed.

Releasing 64 books of C.N.
Annadurai — Anna Arivu Kodai
— Mr. Stalin said while laws were
enacted to maintain law and or-
der, it had instigated protests in
the case of CAA.

He said Anna and his works
were far more relevant since the
enemies of the Tamils had in-
creased and they were angry
with the assertion of the Tamils.

“They are angry that the Ta-
mils are opposing imposition of
Hindi and Sanskrit. Tamils are
protesting against the CAA,” he
said.

Reiterating that the Tamil
movement and Dravidian move-
ment were one and the same,
Mr. Stalin said the first anti-Hin-
di agitation was seen as the first
Tamil nationalist revolution.

‘No need to
declare religion
for bank KYC’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Finance Secretary Rajiv Kumar
on Saturday denied the “base-
less rumours” that Indian citi-
zens need to declare their reli-
gion for opening of bank
accounts and KYC purpose.

The clarification comes after
anews report suggested that In-
dian banks may ask depositors
and customers to list their reli-
gion. “There is no requirement
for #Indian citizens to declare
their religion for opening/ exist-
ing #Bank account or for #KYC.
Do not fall for baseless rumours
about any such move by Banks,”
Mr. Kumar tweeted.

In solidarity: Residents of Gurugram came together to protest

against the CAA and the NRC on Saturday. =maNnoJ kumaR

geted journalists recording
the incident,” Mr. Singh said.
“It seemed to be a planned
protest as the stones that
were hurled were sharp,
capable of passing through
the mesh of police helmets.
Twelve policemen were in-
jured while controlling the
protesters,” he said.

In Meerut, Mohammad
Salahuddin, whose younger
brother Aleem, 22, was one
of the four killed during the
clashes with the police, was
inconsolable. “He was killed
by the police,” he alleged.
Aleem used to make chapa-
tis and sheermal at a shop.
“He was going home after
the shop was closed, and he
was hit near the Hapur bus
stand,” Mr. Salahuddin said.

“There is no solace now. I
will make a statement,” he
said, before taking the body
for burial.

The police in Meerut
maintained that they did not
open fire on Friday and four
persons died in a cross-fire.
Seventy-five weapons, in-
cluding local guns, swords
and knives, have been reco-
vered and 250 people
rounded up, Prashant Ku-
mar, Additional Director-
General of Police, Meerut
Zone, told presspersons.

In Bijnor, a day after the
death of two persons in a
clash with the police, Supe-
rintendent of Police Sanjeev
Tyagi said one of them, Sule-
man, died of a wound
caused by a police bullet.
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Cuba to have a PM for
the first time since 1976

HAVANA

Cuban President Miguel
Diaz-Canel on Saturday
named Tourism Minister
Manuel Marrero Cruz as the
country's first Prime Minister
since 1976, under a new
Constitution. Manuel Marrero
Cruz, 56, whose nomination
was ratified by the National
Assembly, is a former
functionary of the military-
run Gaviota tourism
corporation. REUTERS

Twitter blocks 88,000
Saudi-linked accounts
WASHINGTON

Facebook and Twitter on
Friday said they had blocked
multiple government-backed
manipulation operations
around the world as part of a
crackdown on state-
sponsored propaganda
efforts. Twitter said it had
blocked some 88,000
accounts linked to Saudi
state-backed “information
operations”, in violation of its
manipulation rules. arp

Pak. academic sentenced to
death over blasphemy charges

Junaid Hafeez was arrested in 2013 for allegedly posting derogatory remarks

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LAHORE

A Pakistani court on Satur-
day sentenced a university
professor to death for blas-
phemy under a law that crit-
ics say is often used to target
minorities and liberal
activists.

Junaid Hafeez, 33, was ar-
rested in March 2013 for al-
legedly posting derogatory
remarks against Prophet Mo-
hammed on social media.

Blasphemy is a hugely sen-
sitive issue in Pakistan,
where laws against it carry a
potential death sentence.
Even unproven allegations
have led to mob lynchings
and vigilante murders.

Lawyer to appeal verdict
Hafeez’s sentence was an-
nounced in central city of
Multan, where he was a un-
iversity professor at the time
of his arrest, and his counsel
Asad Jamal slammed the de-
cision as “most unfortu-

nate”. “We will

appeal
against this verdict,” said Mr.
Jamal. There was tight secur-
ity in and outside Multan pri-
son where the trial was held.

After the verdict, prosecu-

tion lawyers distributed
sweets among their col-
leagues, who chanted “Alla-
hu-akbar"(God is great) and
“Death to blasphemers.”
Rights group Amnesty In-
ternational said the verdict
was “a gross miscarriage of
justice”. “Junaid Hafeez’s

ICC to probe ‘war crimes’ in
Palestinian territories since 2014

‘There is reasonable basis to proceed with an investigation’

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
THE HAGUE

The International Criminal
Court (ICC)’s chief prosecu-
tor said on Friday that she
wanted to open a full investi-
gation into alleged war
crimes in the Palestinian ter-
ritories, sparking a furious
reaction from Israel and
condemnation from the U.S.

The Palestinians wel-
comed the move by the ICC
as a “long overdue step” fol-
lowing a nearly five-year pre-
liminary probe by the pro-
secutor into the situation
since the 2014 war in Gaza.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said the decision
made the Hague-based court
a “political tool” against the
Jewish state.

“I am satisfied that there
is a reasonable basis to pro-
ceed with an investigation
into the situation in Pales-
tine,” ICC prosecutor Fatou
Bensouda said in a state-
ment. “In brief, I am satis-
fied that war crimes have
been or are being commit-
ted in the West Bank, includ-
ing East Jerusalem, and the
Gaza Strip,” she added, with-
out specifying the perpetra-
tors of the alleged crimes.

She said that before open-
ing a full probe, she would
ask the ICC to rule on the ter-
ritory over which it has juris-
diction because of the “un-
ique and highly contested
legal and factual issues at-
taching to this situation.”
“Specifically, I have sought
confirmation that the ‘terri-
tory’ over which the Court

A home in Gaza City that was
damaged following an Israeli
attack on December 8. =arp

may exercise its jurisdiction,
and which I may subject to
investigation, comprises the
West Bank, including East Je-
rusalem, and Gaza.” The
prosecutor added however
that she did not require any
authorisation from judges to
open a probe as there had
been a referral from the Pal-
estinians, who joined the
court in 2015.

U.S. criticism
“We firmly oppose this and
any other action that seeks
to target Israel unfairly,” Se-
cretary of State Mike Pom-
peo said of Washington’s top
ally in the region. “We do
not believe the Palestinians
qualify as a sovereign state,
and they therefore are not
qualified to obtain full mem-
bership, or participate as a
state in international organi-
sations, entities, or confe-
rences, including the ICC.”
The issue is highly sensi-
tive, with former White
House National Security Ad-
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viser John Bolton threaten-
ing last year to arrest ICC
judges if they moved against
Israel or the United States.
Both countries have refused
to sign up to the court,
which was set up in 2002 to
be the only global tribunal
trying the world’s worst
crimes, war crimes and
crimes against humanity.

Ms. Bensouda launched a
preliminary probe in Janu-
ary 2015 into allegations of
war crimes and crimes
against humanity in Israel
and the Palestinian territo-
ries, in the wake of the 2014
Gaza war. A full ICC investi-
gation could possibly lead to
charges against individuals.
States cannot be charged by
the ICC.

“Palestine welcomes this
step as a long overdue step
to move the process forward
towards an investigation, af-
ter nearly five long and diffi-
cult years of preliminary ex-
amination,” the Palestinian
statement said. Mr. Netanya-
hu however lashed out at
what he called a “dark day
for truth and justice”. “The
ICC prosecutor’s decision
has turned the International
Criminal Court into a politi-
cal tool to delegitimise the
State of Israel,” he said. The
ICC’s preliminary investiga-
tion has looked at the 2014
war which left 2,251 dead on
the Palestinian side, the ma-
jority civilians, and 74 on the
Israeli side, most of them
soldiers. It has also looked at
violence near the Israel-Ga-
za border in 2018.

death sentence is a gross
miscarriage of justice and
the verdict... is extremely
disappointing and surpris-
ing,” Amnesty’s Rabia Meh-
mood said.

“The government must
immediately release him and
drop all charges against
him,” she added.

Hafeez’s lawyer was killed
in 2014 after receiving death
threats during a hearing.
About 40 people convicted
of blasphemy are on death

Hong Kong suspect fired at o

row in Pakistan, according to
a 2018 estimate by the U.S.
Commission on Internation-
al Religious Freedom.

The acquittal last October
of Asia Bibi, a Christian wo-
man who had spent more
than eight years on death
row for blasphemy, pro-
voked violent protests across
Pakistan, leaving large
swathes of the country para-
lysed.

Ms. Bibi now lives in Cana-
da with her family.

U.S. sanctions companies building
Russia’s gas pipeline to Germany

Congress fears it will give Kremlin leverage over Europe

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump on
Friday signed off on U.S.
sanctions against companies
building a Russian natural
gas pipeline to Germany that
Congress fears will give the
Kremlin dangerous leverage
over European allies.

The sanctions, which are
opposed by the European
Union (EU), were included
in a sprawling defence
spending Bill Mr. Trump
signed at a ceremony on
Joint Base Andrews. They
target companies building
the nearly $11 billion Nord
Stream 2 pipeline under the
Baltic Sea with the aim of
doubling deliveries of Rus-
sian natural gas to Germany.

U.S. lawmakers have
warned that the pipeline
would enrich a hostile Rus-
sian government and vastly
increase President Vladimir
Putin’s influence in Europe.
Both houses of Congress
overwhelmingly approved
the sanctions, with the Se-
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Sea tensions: The Audacia ship belonging to an Allseas
offshore service company, which is responsible for laying
parts of the Nord Stream 2 pipeline in the Baltic Sea. =arp

nate voting on Tuesday to
send the measure to Mr.
Trump’s desk. Mr. Trump,
who has been accused by
Democratic opponents of
being soft on Mr. Putin, had
little choice but to give his
approval.

Annual Pentagon Bill

The sanctions were inserted
into a much wider $738 bil-
lion annual Pentagon fund-
ing Bill and, given the level
of congressional support, a
veto would likely have been

overturned. The U.S. mea-
sures have angered Moscow
and the EU, which says it
should be able to decide its
own energy policies.
Germany’s Foreign Minis-
ter Heiko Maas discussed the
issue during a phone call Fri-
day with U.S. Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo, State
Department spokeswoman
Morgan Ortagus said. Mr.
Pompeo expressed “strong
opposition” to the project,

1cers: police

He could be linked to the group arrested earlier this month that was plotting to attack policemen

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
HONG KONG
Hong Kong police on Satur-
day said an armed suspect
fired a live round at officers
as they tried to arrest him in
an operation linked to the
months of pro-democracy
protests engulfing the city.
Police said a 19-year-old
man pulled a semi-automatic
pistol from his waistband as
officers approached him in
Tai Po district on Friday
evening. The shot did not hit
anyone and the man was
subdued.

AR-15 rifle found

A subsequent search of a
nearby flat uncovered an
AR-15 semi-automatic rifle

and more than 250 rounds of
ammunition.

Police said they believed
the man and the newly dis-
covered weapons were
linked to a group arrested
earlier this month who were
also allegedly found in pos-
session of a pistol and were
plotting to attack officers.

“The firearms we disco-
vered matched the intelli-
gence we had collected
which indicated that some
people hoped to use fi-
rearms in some public as-
semblies to wound some
others, including police of-
ficers on duty,” Senior Supe-
rintendent Lee Kwai-wah
told reporters on Saturday.
However, Mr. Lee said the

TRUE
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In black and white: Protesters marching through a mallin the
Tsim Sha Tsui district of Hong Kong on Saturday. s=arp

suspect was also facing ongo-
ing firearms charges from an
arrest last year before the
protests.

Riot police had to be

called in to back up the offic-
ers as local residents began
heckling police, with at least
two tear gas rounds fired to
disperse them, the South

50,000 guns surrendered in New Zealand scheme

Govt. had initiated a buyback programme after the Christchurch terror attack

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WELLINGTON

New Zealand authorities said
on December 21 that their
country will be a safer place
after owners handed in more
than 50,000 guns during a
buyback programme follow-
ing a ban on assault wea-
pons. But critics say the pro-
cess was flawed and many
owners have illegally stashed
their firearms.

The government banned
the most lethal types of se-
mi-automatic weapons less
than a month after a lone
gunman in March killed 51
worshippers at two Christ-
church mosques. The police
then launched a six-month

'
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Arms handed over: New Zealand police officers with a firearm
ahead of a gun buyback scheme in Upper Hutt in July. =arp

programme to buy the newly
banned weapons from own-
ers. The buyback ended mid-
night on December 20, with
gun collection events staying
open late as police reported
in a surge in last-minute re-

turns. Provisional figures in-
dicate 33,000 people hand-
ed in 51,000 guns, and
another 5,000 guns as part
of a parallel amnesty in
which owners could hand
over any type of firearm but

without getting
compensated.
‘A difficult process’

Police Deputy Commission-
er Mike Clement thanked
gun owners for doing the
right thing. He acknow-
ledged in a statement it had
been “a difficult process for
some people”.

But Nicole McKee, a spo-
keswoman for the advocacy
group Council of Licensed
Firearms Owners, said own-
ers had kept about two-
thirds of the banned wea-
pons because they had lost
faith in the government and
hadn’t been offered adeg-
uate compensation.

Banksy unveils nativity artwork in Bethlehem

It is part of the “Walled-Off Hotel and is aimed at creating awareness on the Palestinians’ suffering

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BETHLEHEM

A manger scene juxtaposed
against concrete blocks
seemingly pierced by a mor-
tar shell: with Christmas
looming, the latest Bethle-
hem offering by secretive ar-
tist Banksy appeared on Sa-
turday in West Bank.
Dubbed the “Scar of Beth-
lehem”, the artwork’s baby
Jesus, Mary and Joseph are
backlit through damaged
concrete, chiselled pock-
marks exploding out from a
gaping hole in four direc-
tions to approximate the
Christmas Star. The work is
installed at Banksy’s Walled-
Off Hotel, where all rooms
overlook a concrete section
of the barrier built by Israel
to cut off the occupied West
Bank from Israeli territory.

Love and peace

“Love” and “peace” are res-
pectively graffiti tagged in
English and French on the
artistic installation's con-
crete blocks, while three
large wrapped presents are

Art that makés you think: A new hristmas
and made by Banksy, at the Walled-Off Hotel in Bethlehem. =arp

at the forefront of the scene.
“It is a nativity,” said the ho-
tel’s manager Wissam Salsaa
after the piece was installed.
“Banksy has his own contri-
bution to Christmas.” “It is a
great way to bring up the sto-
ry of Bethlehem, the Christ-
mas story, in a different way
— to make people think
more” of how Palestinians
live in Bethlehem.

Mr. Salsaa calls the Israeli
wall a “scar” that should in-
duce “shame in anyone who
supported” its construction.

Israel began building the
separation barrier in 2002
during the Palestinian upris-
ing, or intifada. Built mostly
inside the West Bank, Israel
says it is necessary to pre-
vent attacks, but Palestinians
label it an “apartheid wall”,

-themed artwork, dubed the 'Scar of Bethlehem'

separating them from Jerusa-
lem. Traditional Bethlehem
Christmas festivities will take
place next week at the
church built on the spot
where Christians believe Je-
sus was born.

Other West Bank works

The manger scene and hotel
— an establishment opened
two years ago — are far from

Banksy’s only West Bank im-
print. In 2007, he painted a
number of artworks in Beth-
lehem, including a young
girl frisking an Israeli soldier
pinned up against a wall.

In 2005, he sprayed nine
stencilled images at different
locations along the eight-
metre-high (27-foot) separa-
tion barrier.

They included a ladder on
the wall, a little girl carried
away by balloons and a win-
dow opening onto a peaceful
mountain landscape.

The identity of the world’s
best known graffiti artist re-
mains a mystery and he was
not present during the re-
vealing of his latest work.
“Banksy is trying to be a
voice for those that cannot
speak,” said Mr. Salsaa. He
“is creating a new model of
resistance through art.”

Banksy rose to promi-
nence after his subversive
artworks started to appear
in public spaces in the U.K.
in the early 2000s, and he
has long worked on themes
of violence and conflict.

»

Mr. Ortagus said in a
statement.
China Morning  Post
reported.

Semi-autonomous Hong
Kong has been shaken for six
months by increasingly vio-
lent pro-democracy prot-
ests. Millions have marched
peacefully in multiple rallies,
with Beijing and local leader
Carrie Lam digging their
heels in. But a newly radical-
ised youth armed with petrol
bombs, bricks and some-
times bows and arrows has
added a dangerous layer to
the movement, leading to in-
creasingly violent battles
with riot police.

In recent weeks, police
have made arrests indicating
some protesters may be plot-
ting more drastic action.

North Korea
hits out at U.S.
for criticising
rights record

REUTERS
SEOUL
North Korea lashed back at

the United States for taking
issue with its human rights
record on Saturday, saying
Washington’s “malicious
words” would only aggra-
vate tensions on the Ko-
rean Peninsula, state news
agency KCNA reported.

The KCNA statement, at-
tributed to a Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson, warned
that if the United States
dared to take issue with the
North’s system of govern-
ment by citing human
rights problems, it would
“pay dearly”. The UN Gen-
eral Assembly on Wednes-
day condemned North Ko-
rea’s “long-standing and
ongoing” violations of hu-
man rights in an annual re-
solution sponsored by do-
zens of countries including
the U.S., that Pyongyang’s
UN envoy rejected.

The North Korean Fo-
reign Ministry statement is
its first since U.S. special
envoy for North Korea, Ste-
phen Biegun, publicly
urged Pyongyang on Mon-
day to return to talks.
There has been no direct
response from North Korea
to Mr. Biegun’s entreaty.

U.S. Defense Secretary
Mark Esper said on Friday
that he remains hopeful
the U.S. can restart diplo-
macy with North Korea, as
the clock ticks down to
North Korea’s declared
year-end deadline for new
U.S. concessions in talks
over its nuclear arsenal.
North Korea has repeated-
ly called for the United
States to drop its “hostile
policy” before more talks.
But tension has been rising
in recent weeks as Pyon-
gyang has conducted a se-
ries of weapons tests and
waged a war of words with
President Donald Trump.
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Can't cut deposit rates
beyond threshold: SBI

Senior citizens rely on interest income

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

SBI Chairman Rajnish Ku-
mar on Saturday said banks
cannot go beyond a thresh-
old to bring down interest
rates on deposits as India
lacks  social  security
schemes and likewise can-
not lend at lower rates to
corporates as the risk of de-
fault is too high.

When the repo rate was
going up 5-6 years ago, inter-
est rates for borrowers did
not increase in that propor-
tion, he said. In 2013, the re-
po rate was around 10%, the
SBI Chairman said, adding
that since 2013, Reserve
Bank’s repo and bank inter-
est rates for consumers have
been moving in a complete-
ly aligned manner.

“Second... banking sys-
tem’s dependence... in In-

dia, is largely on depositors.
Today, 90% of my deposit is
retail deposit. If I want to
lend money cheap, obvious-
ly I will have to pay less to
depositors; and in our coun-
try where there is a huge
population of senior citizens
and in the absence of social
security schemes, interest
on deposits is a source of
earning,” he said, speaking
at the 92nd FICCI Annual
Convention.

Banking sector NPA situation
to improve by fiscal-end: SBI

Infrastructure and consumer lending offer opportunities, says Chairman Kumar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

SBI Chairman Rajnish Kumar
on Saturday said most banks
will be in a ‘good position’
with respect to stressed as-
sets by March and that there
is no dearth of liquidity in
the system for lending.

He added that there were
opportunities to lend in sec-
tors such as infrastructure
and consumer lending, as
there is not much of a de-
cline in demand from
consumers.

“By March 31, most of the
banks will be in a good posi-
tion with respect to stressed
assets,” Mr. Kumar said at
the 92nd Annual Convention
of industry chamber FICCI
here.

Banks have be careful in lending to telcos as the probability of
default is very high, says Rajnish Kumar. =pauL NoRONHA

On transmission of mone-
tary policy, he said the banks
cannot lower rates beyond a
threshold due to asset liabili-
ty mismatch issues.

Mr. Kumar said that there

Tata companies in a quandary over
reappointing Cyrus Mistry as director

‘Procedure for reinstatement is unclear; we are going through the legal process’

PIYUSH PANDEY
MUMBAI

Tata Sons and three of its
group companies ie, Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS),
Tata Industries Ltd. and Tata
Teleservices Ltd. are in a
quandry over the re-ap-
pointment of former Tata
Sons chairman Cyrus Mistry
as director on their boards,
to comply with the order of
the National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal.

The tribunal, while sus-
pending a part of the judg-
ment relating to the replace-
ment of the present
executive chairman and
reinstatement of Mr. Mistry
as executive chairman for

Cyrus Mistry

four weeks, said the “rest of
the judgment and direc-
tions, including the direction
to reinstate Mr. Cyrus Mistry
as director of the company
and directors of three Tata
companies shall be com-
plied forthwith.”

INTERVIEW | AZAD MOOPEN

‘We're adding one hospital in India every year’

Hospital chain to embark upon lab business in the country, says Aster DM CMD

LALATENDU MISHRA

Started as a single-doctor
clinic in Dubai in 1987 by
Azad Moopen from Kera-
la, Aster DM Healthcare has
now grown into a global
healthcare chain with 380
facilities, including hospitals
and clinics. In an interview,
Dr. Moopen, CMD, speaks
about the company’s plans.

What is the difference
between running hospitals in
the Gulf Co-operation
Countries and India?

m Initially, it is quite difficult
GCC countries when you es-
tablish a business as you
have to go through all the
regulations and fulfil every li-
censing norm. But once you
start, it becomes easier. In
India starting is easy but
once you start and go for-
ward it becomes difficult.

In GCC, authorities exer-
cise greater control. There,
doctors need to upskill
themselves. In GCC, fixed
hours of continuing medical
education is mandatory; that
is required to be certified for

your licence to be renewed.
But in India, most people do
not bother to upskill them-
selves. All healthcare institu-
tions in the GCC have to be
accredited by one of the in-
ternational agencies. That is
not the case in in India.

So, here, one is not sure
whether a hospital is keep-
ing to a certain level of stan-
dard. In GCC, mostly it is in-
sured patients. But in India,
a majority of patients are un-
insured. Here insurance is
only for the in-patient cover.
But in GCC, insurance cover
is both for in-patient
and out-patient.
Return on in-
vestment s
much higher
in GCC com-
pared  with
India.

What is your
pan-India
expansion plan?
m There is still op-
portunity in
south
India.

Ao

This is because Mr. Mistry
was removed from the
boards of these firms by way
of extraordinary general
meetings while in the case of
other Tata firms, he himself
had resigned from their
boards.

‘Procedural thing’

“Our legal team and compa-
ny secretary are working on
the order of the NCLAT. It’s a
procedural thing. We were
not even party to the case,” a
senior TCS official told The
Hindu. According to Mr. Mis-
try’s counsel, Somasekhar
Sundaresan, the Tatas
‘should immediately offer a
board seat’ to Mr. Mistry in

There are many places
where we can go. Our stra-
tegic plan is to remain in
south and west. We hope we
will go to north in future.

What is your investment plan
for the next five years?

m We are adding one hospital
in GCC and one in India ev-
ery year. In the next five
years, we will add 1,500 beds
in India and 400 beds in
GCC. Every year, we will in-
vest about ¥300-3400 crore
in building hospitals.

Are you looking at
acquisitions?
m In India, the val-
uations are very
high. So, we are
not looking at
any [acquisi-
tions] now. As a
strategy, we
don’t want to
spend a lot

Tata Sons and other compa-
nies of the Tata group.

‘Wait for appeal’
A source in the know of the
development said these

firms would wait for Tata
Sons to move the Supreme
Court, as Tata Sons is expect-
ed to challenge the judgment
citing the fact that the deci-
sion to remove Mr. Mistry
was taken at shareholder
meetings constituted in a va-
lid manner.

“The procedure for such
reinstatement is unclear and
we are going through the le-
gal process,” said a Tata
Group official on the condi-
tion of anonymity.

of capital now. We are reduc-
ing capital investment and
want more of free cash flow.
We are opting for an asset-
light model. We will look at
more management con-
tracts. We may also get our
hospitals built by somebody
and we will run it. We are
looking at running govern-
ment hospitals in Saudi
Arabia.

What is your overall global
expansion plan?

m We would like to remain an
Asia player. Until at least
2025, we would not go to
other geographies.

What’s new being planned
for India?

m We will soon be starting
our laboratories business in
India. We already have them
in GCC. The Indian ventures
will start in next three
months. These will be stand
alone pathology labs. To be-
gin with, we will open
these labs in the five
States where we are

present.

Brokers seek tax cuts to boost equity flows

Representative body wants removal of dividend distribution tax, LTCG on shares

ASHISH RUKHAIYAR
MUMBAI

With just a little over two
months left for the Union
Budget to be presented in
Parliament, market partici-
pants have again initiated ef-
forts to convince the govern-
ment to lower trading costs
and offer certain tax rebates
to investors in a bid to en-
hance the equity investment
culture in the country.

The Association of Nation-
al Exchanges Members of In-
dia (ANMI), in its pre-Budget
memorandum submitted to
the government, has sought
the lowering of the securities
transaction tax (STT), along
with bringing back a tax re-
bate that was available ear-
lier in lieu of the tax paid by

CcM
K

c) Not only have STT
and CTT rates
remained high, but

GST has added to
trading costs

investors. ANMI has also
sought the removal of divi-
dend distribution tax as also
the long-term capital gains
tax on listed shares, which
was introduced last year.

Incentivising investment
“We are of the view that for
enhanced GDP growth, we
will need to incentivise and
encourage equity invest-
ment,” stated the ANMI
memorandum.

“Our submission covers
issues which have large im-
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pact on stock market trad-
ing, like reintroduction of re-
bate under erstwhile Section
88E for STT and CTT (com-
modities transaction tax)
paid, and reduction in rate
of STT to tackle increased
transaction cost, withdrawal
of dividend distribution tax
(DDT) and restoring exemp-
tion of long-term capital
gains tax on listed shares,” it
added.

According to ANMI, while
the tax — STT and CTT -
rates have remained high, a
withdrawal of rebate under
Section 88E and introduc-
tion of Goods and Services
Tax have raised trading
costs. Under the erstwhile
Section 88E, entities could
avail tax benefits on income

generated through transac-
tions on which STT was paid.

“Tax incentives, by reduc-
ing STT and CTT, removal of
LTCG and DDT on corporate
earnings will help create
positive sentiment, which
will further give fuel to the
domestic capital market,”
said Puneet Maheshwari, di-
rector, Upstox, a discount
broking firm.

ANMI is of the view that
the current form of DDT was
‘adversarial’ in nature, lead-
ing to double or triple taxa-
tion of corporate earnings.

The association has sug-
gested that the dividend
should be taxed only in the
hands of the receiver and the
company can deduct it at
source.

was no shortage of capital in
the system, but that the cor-
porates were not borrowing
enough and not utilising
their capacities well.

On lending to the telecom

There is no
shortage of capital,
but corporates are
not borrowing
enough

C

sector for the next round of
spectrum auctions, he said,
“For us, lending to the tele-
com sector for spectrum is
completely unsecured.

‘Telco loans unsecured’
“On paper, it is secured as
the auction is to be done by
the government, but practi-
cally, it is totally unsecured.”

“So, in such circumstanc-
es, banks will have to eval-
uate carefully before lending
to the sector as the probabil-
ity of default is very high,”
Mr. Kumar said.

No possibility of any
change in GST slabs, rates

Revenue to stabilise first: Sushil Modi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
States are not in favour of in-
creasing GST rates at a time
when there is a consump-
tion slowdown and it is not
the right time to bring down
the number of slabs under
the Goods and Services Tax
(GST), Sushil Kumar Modi,
Deputy Chief Minister of Bi-
har and Convenor of Group
of Ministers on IGST, said.
There is no possibility of
any change in the GST rates
till the revenue stabilises,
Mr. Modi said at an event.

Not ready

“I want to assure you that
not a single State... (and) the
Union government is ready
to raise tax rates,” he said.

“At a time when the eco-
nomy is in a slowdown, if
you cannot cut the tax rate
to boost consumption, do
not increase the rates at
least. In these times, you cut
the duties and tax rates,”
Mr. Modi said. On the chanc-
es of any reduction in GST
rates, he said, “Till GST re-
venue stabilises, we cannot
think of decreasing the tax
rates.”

There has been a shortfall
in GST revenue collections
against  projections. It
crossed the 1 lakh crore-
mark after a gap of three
months in November with
revenue growing by 6% to
1.03 lakh crore during the
month. The collection was
395,380 crore in October.
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VECV has been supplying Euro VI engines to the Volvo Group

BS VI pre-buying to
boost demand: VECV

CV sector to improve from September

SANJAY VIJAYAKUMAR
CHENNAI
VE Commercial Vehicles
Ltd. (VECV), a joint venture
between the Volvo Group
and Eicher Motors, said it
hoped demand would im-
prove in the January-March
quarter as a result of pre-
buying by customers ahead
of BS VI norms kicking in
from the next financial year.
“We are looking at some
green shots at this point be-
cause of the pre-buying. Pe-
ople were deferring replace-
ment and not buying BS IV
vehicles. Now, of course, if
they don’t buy before March
31, the prices are going to go
up with BS VI vehicles hit-
ting the market from April
1,” Vinod Aggarwal, MD and
CEO, VECV, told The Hindu.
“We expecting some pre-
buying to happen during
this period. And we are al-
ready getting more enqui-
ries, which have gone up
from this month,” he said.
Mr. Aggarwal said the
company was hopeful of the
demand for commercial
vehicles (CVs) reviving from
September onwards.
“Because of the pre-buy-
ing happening in the fourth
quarter, the demand would
be down in the April-June
period. As the monsoon
kicks in, the CV demand

would improve and the in-
dustry would be in a better
situation from September,”
he said.

Mr. Aggarwal also said
the company would be in a
better placed to handle the
BS VI transition compared
with its peers. The company
has gained from its expe-
rience of supplying Euro VI
engines manufactured at its
facility in Pithampur, near
Indore, to the Volvo Group
in Europe and Asia for the
last six years, which would
help in making BS VI trucks,
he added.

‘Rising investments’
Mr. Aggarwal said usually
the firm invests ¥500 crore
every year and it has gone
up to I600 crore this finan-
cial year, which includes a
new unit in Bhopal, new en-
gines and product series
along with BS VI work.
Admitting that BS VI
trucks would raise the cost
of ownership, he said fuel
efficiency and productivity
improvements brought in
through the new technology
would be the firm’s key va-
lue proposition. However,
brokerage firm Motilal Os-
wal expects limited pre-buy-
ing in the CV segment due to
fleet operators carrying 30-
40% excess capacity.
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Tata-Mistry ruling

How does the National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal’s ruling
impact corporate governance?

SURESH SESHADRI

The story so far: On December 18, the National
Company Law Appellate Tribunal or NCLAT (as the
appellate tribunal is known) declared as “illegal” the
October 2016 removal of Cyrus P. Mistry as Executive
Chairman of Tata Sons Limited and ordered his
reinstatement to the post. In a 172-page order, a two-
member bench of the NCLAT comprising its Chairperson
Justice S.J. Mukhopadhaya and Member (Judicial) Justice
Bansi Lal Bhat, set aside the judgment passed by the
National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT), Mumbai, on
July 9, 2018, and ordered that “disparaging” and
“unsubstantiated” remarks made by the NCLT against
the appellants, Mr. Mistry and others, be expunged. The
appellate tribunal, however, suspended its order on Mr.
Mistry’s reinstatement as Executive Chairman of Tata
Sons — in place of the incumbent, whose appointment
was deemed illegal — for a period of four weeks “with a
view to ensure smooth functioning of the company”. In
response, Tata Sons has said it “strongly believes in the
strength of its case and will take appropriate legal
recourse”.

What is the NCLAT?

As part of a comprehensive revamp of the adjudication
of corporate law disputes, the NCLAT was constituted
with effect from June 1, 2016, for hearing appeals against
the orders of the NCLT, which, in turn, simultaneously
replaced the erstwhile Company Law Board. Constituted
under Section 410 of the Companies Act, 2013, the
appellate tribunal was conceived as the dedicated
appeals forum for resolving corporate law disputes and
speeding up the resolution by taking over the role
hitherto played by overburdened High Courts in
adjudicating such appeals.

Besides deciding on prayers against the NCLT’s
rulings, including in matters relating to the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), the NCLAT also serves as the
appellate body for those aggrieved by decisions made by
the Competition Commission of India or orders passed
by the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India under
Sections 202 and 211 of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC).

Established in New
Delhi, the NCLAT initially
comprised five members:
two members each on the

A party aggrieved by a
National Company Law
Tribunal ru.l 'ng .Can judicial and technical sides
app_eal against it to the 4 the Chairperson

National Company Law justice S.J. Mukhopadhaya.

Appellate Tribunal. As part of its efforts to
The NCLAT's verdicts  strengthen the entire
can be challenged in ~ NCLTand NCLAT

he S C apparatus with a view to
the Supreme Court further reducing

I pendency, the Centre this

year added a total of four

new members to the NCLAT — two each in judicial and
technical capacities. The government has also decided to
set up a bench of the appellate tribunal at Chennai,
Minister of State for Finance and Corporate Affairs
Anurag Singh Thakur said in a written reply to a question
in Lok Sabha on December 2, 2019

While a member (Judicial) of the NCLAT has to have
been a judge of a High Court or a judicial member of the
NCLT for five years, a technical member ought to possess
proven ability and standing with domain knowledge and
experience of not less than 25 years in areas such as law,
industrial finance, industrial management, investment,
accountancy, labour matters or corporate restructuring.
The chairperson must have been a judge of the Supreme
Court of India or a Chief Justice of a High Court.

How does the appeals process work?
A party aggrieved by a ruling by any of the NCLT’s
numerous benches can file an appeal against it within 45
days of receipt of a copy of the order, with a further 45
days allowed if the NCLAT is satisfied that the appellant
had sufficient cause that prevented the filing of the
appeal within the stipulated period.

The NCLAT’s verdicts can in turn be challenged on a
question of law in the Supreme Court, within a 60-day
window.

Have the NCLAT’s rulings been challenged?
While the appellate body has adjudicated on several
significant precedent setting cases, some of its recent
decisions have faced intense judicial scrutiny including
one pertaining to ArcelorMittal’s bid to acquire debt-
laden Essar Steel.

The NCLAT ruling in this case was challenged in the
Supreme Court, which overturned a significant portion
of the verdict. In its November judgment, the top court
upheld the primacy of financial creditors over
operational creditors in the repayments waterfall,
settling the disquiet spurred by the NCLAT’s decision to
seemingly place secured financial creditors on a par with
the operational creditors.

And earlier in September, the Supreme Court had first
stayed and then overturned a ruling by the NCLAT in an
IBC case pertaining to Amtek Auto. While the appellate
tribunal had ordered the liquidation of the embattled
auto parts maker, the court ordered that the resolution
professional and lenders could invite fresh bids for the
company.
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What connects the NPR, NRIC and Census?

How is the National Population
Register compiled? How is it related
to citizenship and the decennial
census? And, can States refuse
cooperation with the NPR process?

K. VENKATARAMANAN

The story so far: As protests spread all across the
country against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA),
2019 and the proposed National Register of Indian
Citizens (NRIC), West Bengal and Kerala suspended work
related to the preparation and update of the National
Population Register in their respective States. The NPR, a
register of residents of the country with demographic
and biometric details, was supposed to be prepared
between April 2020 and September 2020 ahead of the
Census slated for 2021. Preliminary work on the NPR has
begun in several States. In Bengal, civil rights activists
had been protesting against the compilation of the NPR
alleging that it had nothing to with the Census, but the
“first step to initiate the National Register of Citizens” in
the State. According to Section 14A of the Citizenship Act,
1955 (which was inserted in 2004), the Central
Government may compulsorily register every citizen of
India and issue a national identity card to him; and it may
maintain a National Register of Indian Citizens.

What is the National Population Register (NPR)?
The NPR is a database containing a list of all usual
residents of the country. Its objective is to have a
comprehensive identity database of people residing in
the country. It is generated through house-to-house
enumeration during the “house-listing” phase of the
census, which is held once in 10 years. The last census
was in 2011, and the next will be done in 2021 (and will be
conducted through a mobile phone application,
according to the Home Minister, Amit Shah).

A usual resident for the purposes of NPR is a person
who has resided in a place for six months or more, and
intends to reside there for another six months or more

The census involves a detailed questionnaire — there
were 29 items to be filled up in the 2011 census — aimed at
eliciting the particulars of every person, including age,
sex, marital status, children, occupation, birthplace,
mother tongue, religion, disability and whether they
belonged to any Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe. On
the other hand, the NPR collects basic demographic data
and biometric particulars.

Once the basic details of the head of the family are
taken by the enumerator, an acknowledgement slip will
be issued. This slip may be required for enrolment in
NPR, whenever that process begins.

And, once the details are recorded in every local
(village or ward), sub-district (tehsil or taluk), district and
State level, there will be a population register at each of
these levels. Together, they constitute the National
Population Register.

What is the legal basis for the NPR?

While the census is legally backed by the Census Act,
1948, the NPR is a mechanism outlined in a set of rules
framed under the Citizenship Act, 1955.

Section 14A was inserted in the Citizenship Act, 1955,
in 2004, providing for the compulsory registration of
every citizen of India and the issue of a “national identity
card” to him or her. It also said the Central government
may maintain a “National Register of Indian Citizens”.

The Registrar General India shall act as the “National
Registration Authority” (and will function as the Registrar
General of Citizen Registration). Incidentally, the

TR

|
i

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

Registrar General is also the country’s Census
Commissioner.
The NPR is the first step towards establishing the NRIC.

Is there any link between the NPR and Aadhaar?
Better targeting and delivery of benefits and services
under the government was one of the early objectives of
the NPR. During the early days of the NPR enrolment,
under the United Progressive Alliance regime, the Unique
Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) scheme for
issuance of Aadhaar numbers was also concurrently on.
There was a conflict between the Union Home Ministry,
which administers the NPR, and UIDAI, leaving the
impression that there was duplication of work, as both
involved gathering personal particulars, including
biometric data.

Ultimately, they agreed that both databases will exist
with different objectives, and that each will use the
other’s biometric data. Those already enrolled for
Aadhaar need not give their biometric details again
during NPR. At the same time, data captured for NPR
would be sent to UIDAI for “de-duplication”. In case of
discrepancy between Aadhaar and NPR data, the latter
would prevail. The present regime decided to update the
NPR originally created after the 2011 Census.

What will happen after the NPR is compiled?

Out of the NPR, a set of all usual residents of India, the
government proposes to create a database of “citizens of
India”. Thus, the “National Register of Indian Citizens”
(NRIC) is a sub-set of the NPR. The NRIC will be prepared
at the local, sub-district, district and State levels after
verifying the citizenship status of the residents.

The Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and Issue of
National Identity Cards) Rules, 2003 spells out the rules
for operationalising the idea of registering all citizens and
issuing national identity cards to them. However, so far,
there has been no decision on introducing a national
identity card.

The rules say the particulars of every family and
individual found in the Population Register “shall be
verified and scrutinized by the Local Registrar ...”. In the
process, details of those “whose citizenship is doubtful”
will be entered with a comment suggesting further
inquiry. The family or
individual will be
informed about it and
given an opportunity of

The Citizenship
(Registration of

Citizens and Issue of being heard by the Sub-
National Identity district or Taluk Registrar
Cards) Rules, 2003 of Citizen Registration

before a final decision is
made on excluding them
from the NRIC. The
decision should be made

spells out the rules for
operationalising the
idea of registering all

citizens... so far, there  within 90 days.

has been no decision s the NRIC et
H H S the compiete

on introducing a after this step?

national identity card
I

No. A draft of the Local
Register of Indian Citizens

shall be published to invite objections or claims for
inclusion or corrections.

Any objection or request for inclusion must be made
within 30 days of the publication of the draft. The sub-
district or taluk registrar shall summarily dispose of the
objections within 90 days. Thereafter, the entries in the
Local Register will be transferred to the National
Registrar.

Any person aggrieved by an exclusion order can
appeal to the District Registrar within 30 days, and the
appeal should be disposed of within 90 days. In case, the
appeal succeeds, the names of those concerned would be
added to the NRIC.

What are the documents that would help establish
citizenship?

The government is yet to notify a date for generation of
the NRIC. It has not yet prescribed rules for the sort of
documentary proof that would be required to prove
citizenship. The government says any document that
shows date of birth or place of birth, or both, will be
sufficient. And that common documents will be accepted,
and those unable to produce documents may produce
witnesses or other proof supported by members of the
community.

Many State governments have said the NPR would
not be implemented. Is this possible?

As of now, this is a political decision. Kerala and West
Bengal have put on hold activities related to NPR work.
Most State governments would have, by now, re-issued a
Central government notification on the initiation of work
to update the NPR.

As the house-to-house enumeration is a part of the
Census operation, it is unlikely that the NPR process can
go ahead without State governments agreeing to deploy
their staff for the purpose. The legal position is that while
the Centre is in charge of the census, the State
governments are expected to provide staff whenever
required.

Section 4A of the Census Act, inserted through a 1994
amendment, says: “Every local authority in a State shall,
when so directed by a written order by the Central
Government or by an authority appointed by that
Government in this behalf, make available to any Director
of Census Operations such staff as may be necessary for
the performance of any duties in connection with the
taking of census.”

Further, Rule 5 of the Citizenship (Registration of
Citizens and Issue of National Identity Cards) Rules,
2003, lays down that “Every official of the Central
Government, State Government, local bodies or their
undertakings shall assist the Registrar General of Citizen
Registration or any person authorized by him in this
behalf, in preparation of the database relating to each
family and every person, and in implementing the
provisions of these rules.”

In any case, it is compulsory on the part of every
citizen to assist in the preparation of the National Register
of Citizens, the rules say.

In practical terms, it may not be possible for the
process to be undertaken without the State government’s
cooperation at the local level.

What is the relationship between the NPR and the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act?

There is no direct link. But remarks by the Home Minister
that the CAA would be followed by the NRC has given rise
to fears that when people are excluded from the final
citizenship register, the CAA may help non-Muslims take
the CAA route to apply for citizenship, and leave Muslims
with no option. However, the government seeks to allay
these fears.

Why is it taking so long to label fast food?

What are the regulations on salt and trans-fat in junk food, and why is the FSSAI draft still not law?

JACOB KOSHY

The story so far: The Centre for Science and
Environment (CSE) unveiled a new study this week which
showed that salt and fat in an array of “junk food” was
well above proposed regulatory thresholds. The packaged
and fast foods analysed were chips, savouries, pizzas and
burgers that are widely available in restaurants and other
commercial outlets. This is not the first time that the CSE
has conducted such research. However, the findings are
significant as the Food Safety and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) is yet to make into law draft regulations on
setting limits, and publicising information, about
nutrients in fast and packaged foods.

How did the Centre for Science and Environment
(CSE) conduct the study?

Its Environment Monitoring Laboratory tested salts, fat,
trans-fat and carbohydrates in 33 foods using 14 samples
of chips, savouries, instant noodles and instant soup.
There were also 19 samples of burger, fries, fried chicken,
pizza, sandwiches and wraps, sourced from grocery
stores and fast food outlets in New Delhi. The pizza,
burgers, chips and snacks to be tested were stored in
laboratory conditions and ground to a powder or paste.
Then they were chemically analysed to determine the
salt, fat, trans-fat and carbohydrate levels. The aim was to
find out the levels of these products in actual servings/
packets of the foods.

How was it established that these nutrients were
above thresholds?

To calculate this, the organisation relied on the concept
of the recommended dietary allowance (RDA), a daily
ceiling on the amount of salt, fat, carbohydrate and trans-
fat. The RDA is based on scientific consensus and has
been agreed upon by expert bodies such as the World
Health Organization (WHO) and the National Institute of
Nutrition (NIN), Hyderabad (in India). It says that, ideally,
an adult should consume no more than 5g of salt, 60g of
fat, 300g carbohydrate and 2.2 g of transfat every day.
Further, the RDA from breakfast, lunch and dinner
should not be more than 25% and that from snacks
(assumed to be those munched between meals), must be
no more than 10%. Thus, a snack should ideally have no
more than 0.5g of salt and 6g of fat.

What is the law on disclosing nutritional
components?

Current Food Safety and Standards (Packaging and
Labelling) Regulations, 2011 only require companies to
disclose energy (kilo calories), protein, carbohydrates,
total fat, trans-fat and saturated fat contained per 100g or
per millilitre or per serve. It is not intuitively easy,
without some mental math, to figure out how much is
actually contained in your serving. There are also no
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disclosures on high salt content and added sugar, and no
compulsion on companies to disclose nutritional
information on the front of the pack. In 2013, the FSSAI,
the apex food regulator under the Union Health Ministry,
set up a committee to regulate packaged snacks. This
committee, which consisted of doctors, nutrition experts,
public policy activists and the CSE itself, recommended in
2014 that information on calories, sugar, fat, saturated fat
and salt be displayed upfront. In 2018, the FSSAI came up
with a draft law, the Food Safety and Standards (Labelling
and Display) Regulations, 2018. The draft recommended
that a packet should have clear information on how much
each nutrient, such as salt, sugar, contributed to the RDA.
The draft said salt must be declared as sodium chloride
for instance, and that those ingredients which breached
the RDA should be marked in ‘red’.

Food companies had reservations mainly because they
felt ‘red’ signified danger, fearing that this would give
consumers the impression that they were consuming
toxic food. The draft regulations never became law.
Instead, a third committee was formed, headed by B.
Sesikeran, a former director of the NIN. Based on this
committee’s recommendations, a new draft (Draft Food
Safety and Standards (Labelling and Display) Regulations,
2019) was prepared. This replaced sodium chloride with
salt, total fat with saturated fat and total sugar with added
sugar, which CSE says, dilutes information on the health
harm posed by packaged foods. The new draft also
exempts beverages less than 80kcal. In theory, a beverage
can breach “added sugar” RDA without informing
consumers as long as it is within the energy requirement.
The proposed law allows companies three years to adjust
to the new laws. However, the contribution of each
individual nutrient to the RDA and whether it is
breaching safe limits will have to be displayed on the front
of the package. Though the draft regulations have been
out in the public domain since July, it is yet to become
law. The CSE’s calculations are based on recommended
nutritional values in the draft versions of these laws.

Why is industry opposed to the proposed laws?
Other than the red labels, the industry says the norms are
unscientific and that packaged food is made to cater to
the “taste” of people. Moreover, the packaged industry
argues, immense quantities of junk food — think samosas

or fried food sold on unregulated pushcarts — are
consumed in the country with no check on their
nutritional status and there is an inherent unfairness in
regulating one section alone. Because nutritional
information only guides consumers on how to regulate
their intake, the industry feels people should be advised
on what makes a healthy diet, the role of exercise and
consuming appropriate amounts of food. They claim the
current regulations only contribute to fear-mongering.

Why has not the Food Safety and Standards

Authority of India (FSSAI) moved on the draft?

A top FSSAI official told The Hindu that nearly 700

comments had been received on the 2019 draft and there

were thorny issues to be resolved. To brand packaged

food in different colours sends out the message that they
are unsafe or “toxic”; this
would be

The Food Safety and
Standards (Labelling
and Display)
Regulations, 2018
suggested that a
packet should have
clear information on
how much each
nutrient, such as salt,
sugar, contributed to
the recommended
dietary allowance
I

counterproductive to the
larger aim of having a
regulated but viable
packaged food industry
and people being educated
about their food choices.
Pawan Kumar Agarwal,
CEO, FSSAI said he did not
agree with the CSE’s
analysis and that there was
still considerable work to
be done on establishing
appropriate “thresholds”
(for salt, fat, etc) for India.
He said regulation is
“inevitable” and there

would be more scrutiny of nutrient levels but in a way
that would give packaged food companies time to adapt

to stricter norms.

What is the practice internationally?

The CSE says that the proposed labelling regulations
publish too many numbers and an assortment of colour
codes. This could potentially confuse people particularly
because India has a vast non-English speaking
population. Chile, for instance, has a system where a
black hexagon in a white border appears on the front of a
package. In the hexagon is a phrase that says a product is
“high in salt” or “high in trans-fat.” The more the
hexagons the less desirable the product becomes for the
consumer; surveys suggest that even children are
becoming more conscious about the health impact of
their favourite snacks and often influencing parents’
buying choices. Surveys undertaken by the WHO show
that a vast majority of European countries have some
form of front-of-pack labelling, but fewer countries have
interpretive systems which explain the health factor of

foods.
) AND-NDE
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Mutation in smell gene found to

SNAPSHOTS

Iron snow

The Earth's inner core is
capped by snow made of
tiny particles of iron, much
heavier than the snowflakes
seen in the atmosphere, a
study published in the
journal JGR Solid Earth
finds. The iron-snow falls
from the molten outer core
and piles up in the inner
core of the Earth creating
stacks that are up to 320
km thick.

Quick to see

The peregrine falcon, one of
the world's most common
predatory birds, has the
fastest vision in the animal
kingdom and can register
nearly 130 frames per second,
according to a study published
in the Journal of Experimental
Biology. In comparison,
humans see up to a maximum
of 50 to 60 blinks per second.
This is the first time scientists
have studied the speed of
vision among birds of prey,
calculating how fast they see.

Early immunity
Researchers have discovered
how a brief disruption in the
guts of pre-born mice can
compromise their adult
immunity to rotavirus
infection. The study, published
in Science Immunology showed
that this prevented a robust
antibody response in adult
mice to rotavirus. This early
disruption limits the ability of
the immune system to later
trigger and generate
production of Immunoglobulin
A (IgA) antibodies.

Ancestral home
The last known settlement of
Homo erectus, direct ancestors
of modern humans, who
disappeared around 4,00,000
years ago, was situated in
Ngandong on the Indonesian
island of Java, a new study
published in Nature finds.
According to the researchers,
the human ancestors existed
on the Indonesian island
between 1,08,000 and
1,17,000 years ago.

be associated with asthma

Studying a multi-generational Indian family led to the discovery of associated gene variant

R. PRASAD

Based on a study of a four-genera-
tion family in Mysuru with high
prevalence of asthma, a multi-in-
stitutional study by Indian re-
searchers has shown that a variant
of an olfactory gene (OR2AG2) is a
novel candidate for asthma. This is
the first time in India a four-gener-
ation large family with high asth-
ma prevalence has been studied
for the said purpose.

The gene was validated in a
north Indian cohort of 141 children
with asthma and 130 controls.
About 80% of children with asth-
ma carried a copy of the gene
variant.

Twenty individuals represent-
ing the four generations were se-
lected. Of the 20 persons studied,
14 had asthma and the rest served
as a control group. Whole genome
genotyping was undertaken on all
the 20 participants and exome se-
quencing was carried out on five
people with asthma and three con-
trols. While whole genome geno-
typing helps in detecting varia-
tions across the genome, the
exome sequencing allows varia-
tions in the protein-coding region
of any gene to be identified.

Several variants were seen after
genotyping and exome sequenc-
ing. The team led by Anurag Agra-
wal, Director of the Institute of Ge-
nomics and Integrative Biology
(CSIR-IGIB), Delhi, turned to com-
puter modelling to narrow down
the possible variants that might be
responsible for asthma and finally
confirmed the genetic variant
through conventional sequencing.

“Mutation in the sensory path-
way such as olfaction is a plausible
mechanism for increased asthma

=

Inherited: ALl 14 family members with asthma had one copy of the gene
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risk because of inability to mount
an appropriate counter response.
The inability to mount a counter
response could lead to lung dam-
age,” says Dr. Agrawal. The inabili-
ty to smell could be a potential me-
chanism for lung damage.

Identifying odour
To test this, the researchers eval-
uated the ability of the 20 partici-
pants to smell a sweet odour and
the concentration at which they
could identify the odour. All 14 fa-
mily members with asthma had
one copy of the gene variant.
“Healthy individuals and those
with asthma were able to identify
and differentiate different smells,
but those with asthma could de-
tect smells only at higher concen-

trations,” he says. “This suggested
a defect in their ability to smell. Al-
so, family members with asthma
said they could not smell burning
odour.”

“Whether olfactory gene was
associated with asthma or not was
not known till now. Ours is the first
study to find such an association,”
says Dr. Samarpana Chakraborty
from CSIR-IGIB and the first auth-
or of a paper published in the jour-
nal Scientific Reports. “The gene
variant may cause olfactory dys-
function in the family members
who have asthma.”

“By studying the four-genera-
tion family alone or the children
cohort individually, we couldn’t
have identified the gene. We need-
ed both groups,” Dr. Chakraborty

says. “In population-based studies
that have been undertaken, it be-
comes difficult to identify such
variants.”

“There are three main reasons
why we could identify the gene
variant — asthmatics in the family
had difficulty in smelling, we saw
the same variant in the cohort and
we were looking for a novel genet-
ic variant,” Dr. Agrawal says.

Suppressing expression

But during the validation studies,
asthmatic children with or without
the variant did not show signifi-
cant difference in the ability to
smell, which was unexpected.
“Asthmatic children without the
variant too had impaired smell
threshold, which made us wonder
if asthma-related pathway itself
can cause suppression of the gene
independent of the genetic varia-
tion,” he says.

To validate the hypothesis, the
researchers directly measured the
gene expression in lung samples of
those with asthma and normal
subjects. In people with asthma,
there was significant reduction in
the expression of the gene.

They also carried out cell cul-
ture studies. When the cultured
human cells were treated with IL13
cytokine, which is associated with
allergy, there was suppression of
OR2AG2 gene expression.

“So there is either a genetic de-
fect in the OR2AG2 gene at birth
leading to suppressed expression
or there is acquired suppression of
gene expression later in life due to
inflammation or environmental
factors,” he says. “This supports
our hypothesis that the gene may
be a convergence point for asthma
pathways at the lung level.”

Carbon dots help detect
herbicide pollution

ASWATHI PACHA

In an extraordinary waste-to-
wealth feat, researchers from As-
sam have used the commonly
found invasive plant water hya-
cinth to produce carbon nano-
particles. These extremely tiny
(less than 10 nanometre) parti-
cles can be used for detecting a
commonly used herbicide — pre-
tilachlor. The nanoparticles were
found to be selective and sensi-
tive for the detection of the
herbicide.

“At the biodiversity hub of our
institute we have been trying to
figure out how to convert this
weed into a value-added pro-
duct. Here in Assam, every water
body is infested with water hya-
cinth, and it was an easy and
cheap option to explore. Some
teams are exploring if its fibre
can be used to make furniture.
We are also working on making
activated carbon using the plant
and these carbon dots were one
of the innovations born in our
lab,” explains Devasish Chowd-
hury from the Material Nanoche-
mistry lab at the Institute of Ad-
vanced Study in Science and
Technology, Assam. He is the cor-
responding author of the work
published in Heliyon.

Leaves to carbon

The team harvested water hya-
cinth leaves, removed the chloro-
phyll, dried and powdered it.
The sieved powder underwent
several treatments including
heating at 150 degree Celsius to
convert it to carbon dots. “When
a nanoparticle is less than 10 na-
nometre we call it a dot or nano-
dot. Our carbon dots were able to
give a green fluorescence under
UV light. The extremely small ox-
ygen functional groups on the
surface of the dot are responsible
for the fluorescence,” explains
the first author of the paper Ma-

Waste to wealth: Water hyacinth
was used to produce carbon
nanoparticles. =m.KARUNAKARAN

nash Jyoti Deka.

The herbicide pretilachlor is
mixed with water and carbon
dots, and studied using special
equipment. The fluorescence in-
tensity increases in the presence
of the herbicide. The team also
tested using different pesticides
and other compounds having si-
milar chemical structure and
found that the carbon dot was ex-
tremely sensitive to pretilachlor
and could detect even very small
quantity of the herbicide. After
successful testing in the laborato-
ry conditions, the team collected
soil samples from different places
across the State and proved the
efficiency of the carbon dots in
detecting pretilachor in soil sam-
ples.

Fluorescence enhancement
The paper also describes the me-
chanism by which electron
transfer happens between the
dot and the herbicide which ena-
bles the fluorescence enhance-
ment. Dr. Chowdhury adds that
this will be a commercially viable
option when compared with the
sensors currently available in the
market, as the raw material for
the construction of the sensor —
the water hyacinth — is readily
available and is practically a
waste material. Based on this stu-
dy, the group is now developing a
paper strip-based sensor for on-
site detection of pretilachlor.

[IT Hyderabad team uses plant extract, heat to kill cancer cells

The nanoparticles, which encapsulate the extract, had no adverse effect on mice, indicating their biocompatibility

R. PRASAD

Lipid-based nanoparticles
encapsulating chlorophyll-
rich extract of a medicinal
plant Anthocephalus cadam-
ba and a near-infrared dye
has been found to selectively
kill cancer cells when ex-
posed to near-infrared light.
Unlike the conventional
photothermal therapy that
relies on heat to kill cancer-
ous cells, a multi-institution-
al team led by researchers
from the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Hyderabad
used heat generated by the
dye when exposed to light to
destroy the encapsulation
and release the extract.
Through in vitro studies,
the team led by Aravind Ku-
mar Rengan from the De-
partment of Biomedical En-
gineering at IIT Hyderabad
found that the extract gener-
ated excess amount of reac-

tive oxygen species, which
caused cell death through
autophagy (body’s way of re-
moving damaged cells).

Collaborative effort
Researchers from the Univer-
sity of Hyderabad, IIT Bom-
bay and Bose Institute, Kol-
kata, were part of the study
and the results were pu-
blished in the journal Nanos-
cale.

The extract showed selec-
tivity in killing only cancer
cells; the extract released in-
side normal cells caused in-
significant cell death. The
reason: the extract did not
increase the amount of reac-
tive oxygen species generat-
ed inside normal cells thus
not causing them through
autophagy.

“In our study, heat is used
mainly to destabilise the li-
pid nanoparticle encapsula-
tion and release the extract,”

says Prof. Rengan. “We opti-
mised the amount of dye
used and the duration of il-
lumination so that the ther-
mal effect is mainly for trig-
gering the release of the
extract.”

Potent mechanism
The lethal effect of the ex-
tract to kill the cancer cells
when exposed to thermal
energy was already demon-
strated by the team a couple
of year ago. But the mechan-
ism through which the ex-
tract killed the cancer cells
was not known then. “Based
on studies using breast can-
cer cell lines we found that
the extract increased the
generation of reactive oxy-
gen species, which enhanced
autophagy-mediated death
of cancer cells,” he says.
When photothermal the-
rapy alone was used, nearly
50% cancer cells died in

Targeted killing: The extract showed selectivity in killing only
cancer cells, says Aravind Kumar Rengan (left).

about 24 hours. But 45% can-
cer cells grew back in about a
day. “But there was no signif-
icant growth (about 7.5%) of
cancer cells even 48 hours
when photothermal therapy
was used along with the ex-
tract. The extract was able to
restrict cancer cell growth,”
says Tejaswini Appidi from
IIT Hyderabad and one of the
first authors of the paper.

Autophagy-mediated cell
death was confirmed by us-
ing a particular protein that
serves as an autophagy
marker. “When cancer cells
were treated with the ex-
tract, the amount of protein
marker generated showed an
increase. The protein marker
produced varied depending
on the amount of extract
used,” says Deepak Bharad-

waj Pemmaraju from IT
Hyderabad and the other
first author of the paper.

Reactive oxygen

Since the extract increased
the amount of both reactive
oxygen species and autopha-
gy, the researchers set out to
explore the link between the
two. They used a known
chemical that inhibits the
generation of reactive oxy-
gen species and then treated
the cancer cells with the ex-
tract. “Cells where the ROS
generation is  inhibited
showed negligible cell death
due to reduced autophagy”
says Appidi. “This helped
confirm the role of reactive
oxygen species in causing
cell death.”

Similarly, the researchers
used an inhibitor to prevent
autophagy and treated the
cells with the extract. “We
saw significant reduction in

cell death in the presence of
the extract when autophagy
was inhibited. This helped
confirm the role of autopha-
gy in causing death of cancer
cells,” says Pemmaraju.
“These two experiments
helped confirm that the cell
deaths that occurred could
be due to ROS-mediated au-

tophagy.”
The efficacy of the nano-
particles containing the

plant extract and dye was
tested in mouse model with
breast cancer. The tumour
volume reduced significantly
when treated with the ex-
tract along with photother-
mal therapy compared with
controls and cells treated
with the extract alone. “But
the nanoparticles had no ad-
verse effect on the body
weight of mice, indicating
the biocompatibility of the
nanoparticles,” says Pemma-
raju.

Ramanujan’s legacy used in signal processing, black hole physics

Due to the remarkable originality and power of Ramanujan’s genius, the ideas he created a century ago are now finding applications in diverse contexts

SHUBASHREE DESIKAN

There is no question about
the fact that mathematical
genius Srinivasa Ramanujan
has left behind a rich legacy
of problems in pure mathe-
matics. What is surprising is
that his mathematics, done
over a hundred years ago,
finds applications today in
areas other than pure mathe-
matics, which were not even
established during his time
(22 December 1887 - 26 April
1920). Two among these are
signal processing and black
hole physics.

Signal processing

Examples of signals that are
processed digitally include
obvious ones like speech and
music to more research-
oriented ones such as DNA
and protein sequences.
These all have certain pat-
terns that repeat over and ov-
er again and are called pe-
riodic patterns. In reality,
complex repeating patterns
may need to be identified as
they bear significance to
health conditions. So in sig-
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nal processing, one thing we
are interested in is extracting
and identifying such period-
ic information.

The mathematical opera-
tion of identifying and sepa-
rating the periodic portion is
much like using a sieve to
separate particles of diffe-
rent sizes. Some of the best
known methods to extract
periodic components in sig-
nals involve Fourier analysis.
Using Ramanujan Sums is
much less known.

“A Ramanujan Sum is a se-
quence like c(1), c(2), c(3) ...
This sequence repeats pe-
riodically... It was thought by
a number of authors before
me to be useful in identifying
periodic components in sig-
nals, much the same as sines
and cosines are used in Fou-
rier ananlysis,” says P.P. Vai-
dyanathan who has deve-
loped these ideas over the
last decade. He is the Kiyo
and Eiko Tomiyasu Professor
of Electrical Engineering at
the California Institute of
Technology, U.S.

Prof. Vaidyanathan came
across this work in an inter-
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esting process that illustrates
the role of friendly connec-
tions in the development of
science. Several years ago,
mathematicians H. Gopalak-
rishna Gadiyar and R. Pad-
ma, from VIT, Vellore, were
studying the twin prime pro-
blem when they observed
that some arithmetical func-
tion which captures the pro-
perties of the primes should
have a Ramanujan-Fourier
Series.

They sent their paper to
Bhaskar Ramamurthi, Direc-
tor of IIT Madras, who in

Still
relevant:
Srinivasa
Ramanujan’s
mathematics
now finds
applications
in areas not
known
during his
lifetime.
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turn forwarded the paper to
Prof. Vaidyanathan, a friend
from his graduate days. In-
trigued by the Ramanujan
Sum mentioned in the paper,
Prof. Vaidyanathan delved
deep into it and developed
the concept of “Ramanujan
subspaces”.

These ideas were further
developed by his doctoral
student Srikanth Tenneti
who showed that using these
gave a method that worked
better than Fourier analysis
when the region of periodici-
ty is short. “A number of ex-

tensions using two- and high-
er-dimensional

generalisations for images
and video, and extensions
for non-integer (non-whole
number) periods,” are on the
cards according to Prof.
Vaidhayanathan.

Partitions of a number

Ramanujan was famously in-
terested in the number of
ways one can partition an in-
teger (a whole number). For
instance 3 can be written as
1+1+1 or 2+1. As the number to
be partitioned gets larger
and larger, the number of
ways to partition it becomes
difficult to compute. The
seemingly simple mathemat-
ical calculation is related to a
very sophisticated method to

C

Our work has had
unexpected
applications such as
‘Umbral
Moonshine’, quite
unrelated to black
holes

ATISH DABHOLKAR
ICTP, Italy

reveal the properties of black
holes, as has been esta-
blished by physicist Atish
Dabholkar, who is now Di-
rector, International Centre
for Theoretical Physics in
Trieste, Italy.

Ramanujan related this
counting problem to some
special functions called
“modular forms”. A modular
form is symmetric, in the
sense that it does not change,
under a set of mathematical
operations called “modular
symmetry”. “A geometric
analogy for such a function
would be a circle which does
not change its shape under
the ‘circular symmetry’ of ro-
tations,” explains Prof. Dab-
holkar. “Using this symme-
try, Ramanujan and G.H.
Hardy found a beautiful for-
mula to compute the number
of partitions of any integer.”

Nearly modular

In his famous letter to Hardy
in 1919, Ramanujan intro-
duced the “mock theta func-
tions” and observed that
they were “almost modular”.
“A geometric analogy would

be a ‘mock circle’ that is
nearly circular but with a
small blip,” explains Prof.
Dabholkar. “It is not easy to
explain precisely what a
‘blip’ is, similarly, ‘almost
modular’ remained a mys-
tery for close to a century,”
he adds.

Following the work of
mathematician S. P. Zwegers
in 2002, in which he intro-
duced “mock modular
forms,” giving a precise defi-
nition of what “almost modu-
lar” means, Prof Dabholkar’s
paper with Sameer Murthy
and Don Zagier made the
connection between mock
modular forms and Black
Hole physics.

Black Hole entropy

A separate concept in phys-
ics, entropy, explains why
heat flows from a hot body to
a cold body and not the other
way around. The results of
Ramanujan and Hardy on
partitions and his subse-
quent work on what are
called mock theta functions
have come to play an impor-
tant role in understanding
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the very quantum structure
of spacetime - in particular
the quantum entropy of a
type of Black Hole in string
theory, according to Prof.
Dabholkar.

Stephen Hawking showed
that when quantum effects
are taken into account, a
Black Hole is not quite black,
it is rather like a hot piece of
metal that is emitting Hawk-
ing radiation slowly. Thus
one can associate thermody-
namic quantities like temper-
ature and entropy to a Black
Hole.

“Mock modular forms are
beginning to appear more
and more in many areas of
physics... Our work has also
had unexpected applications
in new topics in mathematics
such as ‘Umbral Moonshine’,
which are quite unrelated to
black holes,” adds Prof.
Dabholkar.

“It is a tribute to the re-
markable originality and
power of Ramanujan’s geni-
us that the ideas he created a
century ago are now finding
applications in such diverse
contexts,” he says.
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