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WEATHER

Max: 28°C
M 8 9°C

Ralnfall' Nil

Forecast: Cloudy sky.
Misty morning. Max/Min
temp. 29/192C

TROGUIDE

Vikari; Dakshinayana

Tithi: Margasira Bahu\a Dwadasi
till 1.43 pm

Star: Vishaka till 5.41 pm
Varjyam: 9.34 pm to 11.08 pm
Durmuhurtam: 12.36 pm to 1.20
pm and 2.48 pm to 3.32 pm
Rahukalam: 7.30 pm to 9 pm
HIJRI CALENDAR

Rabi-ul-Aker 21,1441 AH
PRAYERS

Fajar: 5.35 am

Zohar: 12.23 pm

Asar: 4.10 pm

Maghrib: 5.52 pm

Isha: 7.06 pm

SUNSET TODAY 5.48 PN
SUNRISE TOMORROW 6.43 AM
MOONRISE TOMORROW 3.42 AN
MOONSET TODAY 3.27 PM

INDIA BEATS
WINDIES, WINS
0DI SERIES 2-1

Cuttack, Dec. 22: Virat
Kohli anchored a tricky
chase before Shardul
Thakur played the most
defining cameo of his short
career to power India to a
series-winning four-wick-
et victory over the West
Indies in the third ODI
here on Sunday.

India’s top three — Rohit
Sharma (63), K.L. Rahul
(77) and Kohli (85) — fired
in unison in a 316-run
chase but it got slippery in
the end when the Indian
captain left the scene with
30 required off 23 balls. It
was then that Thakur, in
the company of a compos-
ed Ravindra Jadeja (39 not
out), smashed 17 runs off
six balls with the help of a
six and four off Sheldon
Cottrell to seal the issue in
his team’s favour with eig-
ht balls to spare. — PTI

EFull report on Page 15

Pay 1,72-L er,
DoT tells GAIL

New Delhi: The telecom
department (DoT) has dem-
anded GAIL to pay ?1.72
lakh crore, which is double
the total assets owned by
the PSU, in statutory dues
following a Supreme Court
judgement that recognised
the government’s share in
the license holder’s indirect
revenue. GAIL, however,
said it had earned only 335
crore from licences.

M Full report on Page 14
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Don’t worry, you may be
released on any Republic
Day for good conduct!

WORLD |13

Ashraf Ghani wins
Afghan Prez polls

SPORTS |16

Liverpool are World
Club champions

TABLOID

Sound waves too |
can work like drugs

twitter.com,

SHASHI BHUSHAN | DC
NEW DELHI, DEC. 22

Amid countrywide prot-
ests against the amended
Citizenship Act (CAA) and
the National Register of
Citizens (NRC) that has
resulted in 22 deaths across
Uttar Pradesh, Assam and
Karnataka, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
blamed “urban Naxals”
and Opposition parties of
launching a campaign of
misinformation to target
him. And, in a stunning
assertion that sent social
media into a tizzy, said that
there has never been any
official discussion of imple-
menting the NRC across
the country.

Accusing his political
rivals of stoking fear
among people and mislead-
ing Muslims over the
amended citizenship law,
the Prime Minister assert-
ed that his government’s
schemes have never dis-
criminated on the basis of
religion. He charged that
Opposition leaders, unable
to challenge him politicalr

HYDERABAD

ly, have resorted to divid-
ing the country through
their vote bank politics,
lies and rumours.

Hitting out at the “rum-
ours and lies” being spread
on CAA and NRC, Mr Modi
said that there has been
absolutely no discussion
on a nationwide NRC.

“I want to tell the 130
crore people of India that
ever since my government
came to power in 2014...

sion on NRC anywhere...
we only had to implement
it in Assam to follow Supr-

eme Court directives,” Mr
Modi said in a combative,
over 90-minute speech.

He further alleged that
his political rivals and
“urban Naxals” were spre-
ading lies that Muslims
will be sent to detention
centres. “India Muslims
will be sent to detention
centre is a ‘white lie’ as
there is no such centre in
the country,” he said.

M Page 8; CAA has nothing to
sggwmmdianMuslirmr:gm

MIM PLANS TO HOLD PROTESTS IN TS, AP I

All India Majlis Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) has
decided to hold protests
meetings against the
Citizenship Amendment

Act and the National
Register for Citizens in
both AP and Telangana.

M Full report on Page 7

City all set for a
warm Christmas

T.S.S. SIDDHARTH | DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 22

‘The month of December is
almost coming to an end.
But the winter season for
which several people look
forward to continues to
elude the city, with the
mercury touching a high
for this time of the year.
Weather forecasters say
that this year could see a
rather warm Christmas
Eve. The temperature
drop could, however, still
be expected somewhere
around the end of this
month.

While the maximum te-
mperature was registered
at 28 degrees Celsius —
the normal for this season
— the minimum has been
logged at 18.9 degrees
Celsius on Sunday even-
ing, a good four degrees
above the normal of 14
degrees Celsius.

Perturbed with the lack
of nippy winds and cold
climes, residents have
taken to social media to
vent out their angst
against the delayed onset
of the winter.

One such user, K
Vijeyendra, writes, “Even
winter didn’t hit
Hyderabad. So, 2019 has to
be the worst year on all
fronts for the city.”

Similarly, another social
media user, Pratyasha
Rath, says, “Winter is yet

m METEOROLOGISTS
explain and predict that
the lack of cold winds
passing over the city and
the state have led to the
winter chill being still far
away.

to arrive in Hyderabad.
Last year was so much
better. At least, could feel
anip in the air.”
Meteorologists explain
and predict that the lack
of cold winds passing over
the city and the state have
led to the winter chill
being still far away.
“There are no winds com-
ing in from the colder
northern regions. Instead,
we are getting humid
cloud-bearing winds from
the coastal regions, which
is creating a barrier and
preventing the heat —
that comes in during the
day-from escaping,” Raja
Rao Boddu, IMD meteorol-

ogist, told Deccan
Chronicle.
This prevention of

escape of day-time heat
and lack of cold winds, he
said, is treating the city
like a convection oven,
where the heat is radiated
back on to the earth. “The
heat that reaches the
earth’s surface is not radi-
ated back into the sky.
This is why we have hot-
ter climate during the
night,” he added.

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot leads three Iakh protesters in Jalpur on Sunday against CAA and NRC.

The UP government on
Sunday said six people
from West Bengal associ-
ated with Islamic outfits
PFI and SIMI have been

MAN SHOOTS
DOG DEAD AT
SAROORNAGAR

DURGA PRASAD
SUNKU | DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 23

Vexed with the tres-
passing of ‘Jacky’, a 15-
year-old male pet dog of
Indian breed, a 38-year-
old person shoot him to
death on Sunday eveni-
ng. Following a com-
plaint from S. Raju
Yadav, the pet owner,
who works as a milk
vendor, the Saroorn-
agar  police have
booked a case and have
started an investiga-
tion.

The accused, identi-
fied as Avinash Karan,
a 38-year-old, bank
manager working for
HDFC Bank, is a resi-
dent of Bapu Nagar
Colony, under the
Saroornagar police sta-
tion limits.

According to E. Srin-
ivas Reddy, inspector,
Saroornagar police, the
accused Avinash got
irritated at ‘Jacky’ and
fired pellets into him
with an air gun at
around 3.30 pm Sunday
evening. The injured
dog tottered for around
100 yards with pellets
in his abdomen before
falling on the road,
dead.

i Page 4: Case booked for
cruelty against animals

u Beyond religious differences, a larger common human truth

Love in the times of NRC-CAA

SRIRAM KARRI | DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 22

If you are... begins a post on
Facebook. A warning from
an FB friend in the form of a
checKlist. If you are any of
that, the post rants on, you
are not my friend. Unfriend
me! Across social media,
the war is on. This is the
Armageddon,  proclaims
another. Fight for the idea
of India or forever be
doomed.

At a time when the politi-
cal ecosystem is so
polarised, when each day
convinces us that we have
hit the nadir for brooking
any tolerance for any differ-

, google.com/-

arrested. Students Islamic
Movement of India (SIMI)
is a banned terror outfit.

M Full report on Page 8
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Modi clears the air on NRC CAA

Says Urban Naxals and Congress lying on detentlon centres for MusllmS' attacks Mamata for rumours

Opposing CAA, former
Assam chief minister and
senior leader of BJP ally

Prafulla  Kumar
Mahanta said India is

- PTI

[ LUCKNOW | I | GUWAHATI |
UP BLAMES SIMI, PFI FOR ANTI-CAA VIOLENCE | BJP’S ALLY SAYS INDIA IS ON NAZI PATH

moving in the same direc-
tion as that of “Hitler’s
Nazi Germany”.

M Full report on Page 9

ACTIVISTS PLAN
APOLITICAL
BODY ON CAA

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 22

The Congress opened
another front against the
Citizenship ~ Act on
Sunday, even as civil
society activists formed
a platform to resist the
new legislation.

Congress general secre-
tary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra made a sudden
trip to Uttar Pradesh,
where nearly 20 people
have been killed in vio-
lence related to NRC
protests.

Meanwhile, activists
have decided to come
together and form a unit-
ed front under the name
“Alliance against CAA
and NRC”.

The participants have
resolved to support the
widespread public disap-
proval of the CAA. It
noted with concern that
the law violates the basic
secular structure of the
Constitution and other
UN Covenant. It also
decided to appeal to the
state governments to
challenge the CAA by
invoking Article 131 of
the Constitution.

This NRC-CAA debate

does not matter much to
us (him and his Hindu wife).
When governments change,
they do change policy. We
don’t let politics of this kind
come between us, or into our
lives. As long as it does not
harm us directly, we are fine.

— MOHD. ALI,
Entrepreneur

ence of opinion, or political
viewpoint, how do couples
in inter-religious marriages
cope?

‘When asked, Mr Sudhakar
Rao, director, ICFAI Group,

L

who is married to a Muslim
for 22 years, answers in a
sangfroid tone, “It is not the
first time as a couple we are
witnessing a communally
surcharged and politically
divided situation prevailing
around us. It has happened
before, and not matter
what, we don’t think it
would be the last. We can
feel the pressure from out-
side, but we sense none
between us. Whenever such
developments take place,
we are exposed to all com-
mentaries; online discus-
sions, TV debates, print
news. We don’t try to escape
or avoid it. We continue to
regularly consume news,

you can’t shut out the reali-
ty of the world outside. We
remain more alert, we dis-
cuss the issue together and
fortunately, in most num-
ber of times, our views have
been not been opposed or
contradictory.”

The boy from Telangana
state met this girl from
Andhra neither at school,
college, work place nor a
shared locality but through
the now-lost, old-world style
connection — pen pals —
which evolved into a love
scripted purely by episto-
lary.
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Protect your digital money,
just like cash

#0OnTheSafeSide

Keep your UPI PIN secret
Your UPI PIN is just like your ATM PIN. Never share it with anyone.

Only download trusted apps
Harmful apps can access personal information including your payment

details you type on your screen.

to you via a link.

Enter your UPI PIN only in your BHIM UPI app
or while paying in trusted apps
Be cautious of sharing your UPI PIN on websites or forms sent

4 Youdon't need to enter your UPI PIN to receive money
"% Entering your UPI PIN means you are paying someone. Pay attention
to which direction your money is moving.

Only use your payment app to reach customer care
Find genuine support details in the Help/Support section of your

payment app. Avoid untrusted numbers which may be listed on the internet.

Issued in public interest by Google Pay

Pay



Bad road

Recently many speed breakers have been laid on the Necklace Road in
multiple locations. But the road is still in a pathetic condition. Driving in
the evenings is a nightmare — Ajay Kumar, Ameerpet
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Too much to chew for GHMC!

GHMC, look
beyond Hitec City

ven as the twin cities grow rapidly

in all directions, the state govern-
ment, unfortunately, is not focussed on
planning the city's growth in an organ-
ised manner. It appears that overseeing
city's issues has become unmanageable
to the GHMC because of the sheer size
at which the city is growing. Earlier,
when it was mere Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation and the 9
Municipalities surrounding it, it was
all well- managed.

But, ever since its conversion to
GHMC, Hyderabad had seen only ‘lop-
sided development,’ especially in and
around areas like Gachibowli, Hitec
City, Madhapur and surrounding local-
ities.

The GHMC has been taking good care
of these areas whereas complaints
from other interior areas on bad roads
and poor bus connectivity have fallen
on deaf ears of the authorities.

The much sought-after Metro Rail has
disappointed people of the areas in and
around Nagole-LB Nagar. Although
minister K. T. Rama Rao had promised
to take up the Nagole-LB Nagar Metro
extension at the earliest, no progress
was seen since.

In the absence of Metro connectivity
between Nagole and LB Nagar, people
have no choice but to depend heavily on
the rickety-rackety TSRTC Buses like
those on route 90-D (Dilsukhnagar-
Secunderabad) and the highly uncom-
fortable and risky 7-seater autorick-
shaws.

Tappeal to the government to re-intro-
duce metred taxis in the twin cities
immediately, and also see to it that the
regular autorickshaws strictly follow
the charges as per the metre reading.

Also, traffic police must see to it that
all drivers are registered with respec-
tive police stations so that erring driv-
ers can be identified if they fail to fol-
low the metre reading or misbehave
with the passengers.

It is also noticed that autorickshaws
are being driven by unauthorised per-
sons on sharing basis. For the conven-
ience of passengers, drivers it must be
made mandatory that drivers accept
digital payments through wallets like
PayTm.

Baru Rajendra Prasad
Ramakrishnapuram

Need for doctor
in all ambulances

f late, ambulance services in

Hyderabad have improved drasti-
cally. However, the city roads continue
to be in a bad state. Also, dirty sur-
roundings with trash dumped all over
are leading to various diseases.
Unhygienic food consumption is also
adding to the ill-health of citizens.
Most importantly, the increasing num-
ber of road accidents is biggest cause of
concern. Hence, it should be made
mandatory by law that a doctor is
always available in the ambulance to
provide first-aid to pauents This could
go a long way in saving lives of acci-
dent victims.

Healthcare and supply of medicines
should be made affordable and econom-
ical through subsidies to persons of all
age groups through a medical insur-
ance plan. Rich people should be asked
to opt out of the subsidised services
voluntarily.

M. Vislesha Sahasra

Rude Niloufer staff depriving many of treatment

his is to bring to the notice of authorities the bad

state of affairs at the Niloufer Hospital. I had
admitted my son, who accidentally swallowed about
2 gms of Himalaya baby soap, at Niloufer after two
private hospitals have declined to treat him citing it
is a medico-legal case. Doctors at the emergency
building had instructed for admitting my son imme-
diately saying the soap could lead to complications.
He was initially kept under observation for six
hours and later they had extended the observation
time to 48 hours and yet, no proper treatment was
offered. Senior doctors at the hospital don't visit the
patients, Instead, junior doctors visit the patients.
en I had asked one of the doctors to provide IV to
my son as we were instructed not to feed him any-
thing for a day, the doctor said one should not expect
such facilities as Niloufer is a government hospital.
[y son was given just one IV of around 300 mland |
Rantac (Pantop was out of stock) twice.
He turned so weak that he lacked energy to even
stand, just because of the ignorance of the doctors.
Assistant professor Dr. Hemabindu of Paediatric
IV ward is so rude to patients that she asks people to
approach PG doctors for any queries claiming that

she is a senior and is not interested in patients' issues.

The PG doctors are so untrained that their hands were shaking while preparing the injection needle.

The blood was spLLled all over the place.

Scores of people in need of treatment are facing inconvenience because of the staff's rude behaviour.

Failure in administration is leading to failure of providing healthcare.

T hope this issue comes to the notice of the concerned authority so that required action will be taken.

With no ‘free
left, Paradise
Jn. turns hell

he ‘Free Left’ at the Paradise

traffic signal is of no use to
the motorists as 75 per cent of
the commuters are always
blocked by vehicles heading
towards MG Road and
Begumpet. Even the people who
are to take a right turn take the
turn from extreme left, causing a
lotof i

Penalty over
GHMCs certificate

y water connection (106097985)

bearing CAN: 620158973 has been
functional since five months. Ever
since I got the connection, I have been
charged 1,780 every month irrespec-
tive of the usage. When asked about it,
authorities said the charges are being
levies because I don't have an occupan-
cy certificate, which the GHMC is not
issuing anymore. I would like to know
why a consumer is asked pay penalty
due to an occupancy certificate that the
GHMC is not issuing. I am already pay-

E. Narayana
Kompally

Unfair fine on
property tax

\he property tax of %4438 for

my property bearing Flat No.
4-1-216/68/505, owned by my son
Vinod Raja, for the period
between January 2016 and
March 2019 has been paid at E-
Seva, Snehapuri vide receipt No.
2060091 dated 31-7-2018. However,
it wasn't updated in the Kapra
Circle records. Subsequently, I

Hari Prasad Gogikar

[yderbad

Parking a
big hurdle at
Lakdikapul

f late, frequent traffic

jams have been occur-
ring due to the illegal
parking of vehicles near
New Niloufer Hotel on
the Lakdikapul Main
Road. The traffic police
have also been turning a
blind eye to the
issue.

At times, the road is
completely turned into a
parking lot. Several com-
plaints have been in this
regard but made but they
all went in vain.

The Additional Traffic
Commissioner is request-
ed to immediately focus
on resolving the issue of
traffic congestion near
the Niloufer Hotel and on
the main road.

I hope there will be not
be any further traffic
jams due to the parking
issue in and around
Lakdikapul.

Syed Shamsuddin
Maghrabi
Hyderabad

Youths occupying senior
citizens’ seats in Metro

espite certain seats being earmarked for senior citizens

in the Metro rail coaches, youth are not offering the
designated seats to us. As I am a senior citizen aged 74 and
facing the trouble, I want to bring to the attention of
authorities. I have even tried to lodge a complaint but the
Metro authorities denied giving me the complaint book.
Hence, I request the managing director, Metro Rail to allot
a security person in the coaches to implement to imple-
ment the practice of offering seat to senior citizens.

Boddupalli Subrahmanya Sastry,
Hyderaba

Drainage water, garbage
flow into Lotus Pond

uring the monsoon rains, a large pile of garbage made

its way to the Lotus Pond near MLA colony, Road No.
12, Banjara Hills. There is no fencing in place to stop the
garbage from flowing into pond.

Earlier, there used to be a couple of plastic boats with
which the security staff to stop the flow of water. Now, the
boats are available only with the disaster management cell
of GHMC. Despite many complaints through the Dial 100

service, no action was taken.

Ramakanth Inani,
Banjara Hills

King Koti
hospital is a
total mess

‘would like to bring to the

notice of the authorities the
issues ailing the public health
clinic in Esamiya Bazaar. My
pregnant daughter visited the
clinic on November 18. The
doctor has prescribed a blood
test, for which samples were
taken and advised her to re-
visit on December 18. But, the
lab technician hasn’t conduct-
ed any tests. Moreover, the
clinic staff are not arriving
for work in time. We were
forced to visit the clinic three
times and yet, he had no
account of the blood test.
Recently, she had visited the
King Koti hospital, where the
doctor refused to attend to her
saying there is only one doc-
tor on duty and asked her to
visit the Sultan Bazaar hospi-
tal or Gandhi hospital or the
petlaburj hospital. She had
waited there for four hours.
As a former BSF inspector, it
feels sad with the way she was
treated.

ing property taxes. Why am I asked to have lodged a complaint on the Perugu
pay penalty on water bill due to sense- ~ GHMC App and my grievance Balasubramanyam
less documentation? has been irresponsibly closed Gowliguda North

Priya Darshini
East Anandbagh

Announcements
on MMTS needed

On December 15, at around 8.50 pm, I
reached the Jamai Osmania rail-
way station to catch the MMTS train to
Lingampally. When I enquired at the
ticket counter, it was said the train will
reach in around 20 minutes. But, even
an hour later, no train turned up. When
Ienquired at the ticket counter again at
10:10 pm, I was said the train will arrive
late and the expected time is 10.45 pm.
1t is vital that the announcements on
live status of the train be made so that
passengers are not put to trouble. I had
to wait for more than an hour and a
half due to lack of information. I
request Railways authorities to make
announcements or look for alternative
ways to give information

with the comment 'Issue has
been resolved.'

Later, I have given a represen-
tation to Commissioner, GHMC
on 24-6-2019, enclosing a copy of
the receipt issued by E-Seva,
Snehapuri. Meanwhile, I have
been given multiple notices for
payment of property tax without
taking into account the payment
made at E-Seva, Snehapuri. I
have then made an enquiry with
GHMC, Kapra Circle. They said
that the cheque through which I
made the payment had bounced.
I want to point that the GHMC
staff didn't even bother to con-
sult the concerned bank for a
solution.

Irequest the concerned author-
ities to kindly look into this
grievance and see to it that the
cheque which was earlier
realised be returned to me. I am
prepared to pay the property tax

the penalty imposed for no
fault of mine is waived.

Road under bridge
needed at Tarna

here is urgent need for a RuB (Road

under Bridge) at the HMDA Complex,
Tarnaka. Ever since the Hyderabad Metro
Rail route from Nagole to Raidurg has
become operational, it has become very
difficult to cross the road from Street No. 1,
Tarnaka to the HMDA complex and vice
versa. Many senior citizens in the area go
for a morning walk to the HMDA Complex
from Street No. 1. They cannot cross the
road because of heavy traffic from either
side. Several engineering students cross
the road to board their college buses on the
other side. Several accidents take place
while crossing the road, due to high speed
traffic and there is no traffic signal at
Tarnaka crossroads. I think GHMC should
consider this request on priority basis and
help senior citizens and students.

Abandoned house turns dump yard in Hlmayatnagar

his is to bring to the

notice of the con-
cerned authorities the
house bearing No.
3/6/373, beside Huda
Public School, Street No.
2, Himayatnagar, which
has not been in use for a
long time. It has now
turned into a dumping
yard for garbage. Foul
smell is emanating from
the area and mosquito
breeding is on the rise.
The mess is not being
cleaned up regularly and
subsequently,  people
have begun urinating in
the premises. I request
GHMC to kindly look
into the matter at the
earliest.

T

Pranay Kumar Chowdary R. Ashok Babu, Damodar Joshi, Prateek S.
Jamai Osmania Karthikeya Nagar, Nacharam Tarnaka Himayatnagar
Y ¥y Y | y ¥ Y ¥ y ¥ Y ¥ y ¥ Y Y



Umasankar

Troublesome commute

Traffic snarls near a toddy shop on the road leading to Jhirra, Karwan, Mallepally
and Mehdipatnam in Asif Nagar are becoming troublesome to commuters. Road
widening is needed in this route. — SUDHEERA RADHNYA, MEHDIPATNAM
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Repeated plalts yeld no results

Mosquito menace
in Saroornagar

oul smell is emanating from the

Saroornagar lake, causing health
hazards to residents in the surround-
ings. Mosquito breeding has also
turned out to be a major issue for us.
The matter has been brought to the
notice of the GHMC authorities several
times but in vain. I request the Hon'ble
minister to kindly look into the matter.

Jeggari Visweswar Reddy
Saroornagar lake Road

Need for CCTVs in
Kalyannagar park

ith a good intention, the GHMC

has launched a walker's park in
Kalyannagar Phase 3. While it is a boon
for public in general, it is unfortunate-
ly a bane for local residents due to the
unruly behaviour of the so-called
health freaks, who throng the park
along with their families.

There is no designated parking space
in the premises and the visitors park
their vehicles as per their whims and
fancies.

Also, additional street0-lighting is
required. Designated parking and
installation of CCTV cameras is the
need of the hour.

DC Reader
Kalyan Nagar

No action despite
multiple plaints

he Hyderabad Metropolitan Water

Supply and Sewerage Board
(HMWS&SB) has not acted on my letter
published in Deccan Chronicle dated
December 9.

As on Dec. 21, the manhole silt has not
been cleared, despite multiple com-
plaints to the authorities.

M.G. Sharief
Hyderabad

Funct10n hall in
residential area

he stretch between the Mallepally
Crossroads to Bazar Ghat, which
leads to the Criminal courts, Care and
Niloufer hospital, is at any point of
time busy with heavy traffic. Already,
most of the owners of shops and other
commercial establishments have
encroached upon the footpaths. Adding
to the woes is a new function hall com-
ing up in the residential area, causing
more problems to the locals. Various
schools, nursing homes and hospitals
are already there on the stretch. The
entire area comes under the Housing
Board. I request authorities to take

necessary action.
Khan Ghulam Ghouse Khan
‘Mehdipatnam

Wires pss' through
tree in Bowenpally

his is with respect to the tree inter-

secting high tension wires in our
lane in Mallikarjuna colony, Road no. 4,
Old Bowenpally. We have already
lodged a complaint on the issue multi-
ple times with the authorities.

Due to the dangerous situation with
the wires passing through the tree, we
all are scared over the possibility of an
untoward incident.

I hope that the concerned authorities
address the issue as soon as possible.

Suresh Pentam
Secunderabad

Anganwadl school occupled

turned into animal shelter

rganisers of an ani- belongs to the R&B

'mal shelter have ille- department and the offi-
gally occupied an cials are apparently not
Anganwadi school near bothered about public
Sanjeevaiah Park rail- property. Also, providing
way station in shelter to animals poses
Patigadda Colony, a risk of health hazards
Begumpet. The property because of the unhygien-

Wires han,
dangerously in
Valmikinagar

ultiple high tension

wires are hanging on the
decades-old electricity poles
in Jiaguda police colony,
Valmikinagar, posing a threat
to residents of the area.

I request the electricity
department to look into the
matter.

Sree Kishan
Hyderabad

Wall collapses area turns dump yard

part of the compound ¢
wall of a private prop-
erty along the lane oppo-
site PTI building in AC
Guards collapsed on the
road due to heavy rains a
few years back. As neither
the property owner nor
the GHMC removed the
debris, it has become a
hindrance on the road and
gradually turned into a
dumping yard. I request
the GHMC to remove the
debris. I
M. M. Khan
AC Guards

—+ o0 O

ic environment around
the animal shelter. It is
my kind request to the
officials to look into the
matter as soon as possi-
le.

Sameer Khan
Hyderabad

Hole dug up
on Metro
pavement

he pavement next to

Dog found sleeping
inside ATM

dog was found sleeping inside the HDFC

ATM in Asbestos Colony, on the AP Textbook

Colony Road, Secunderabad. I request authori-
ties to take requisite action at the earliest.

Dev Jaiswal

Secunderabad

Huge rocks
left on road
in Tolichowki

would like to inform the
authorities concerned that
massive rocks and construc-
tion material have been
placed on the road in
Paramount Hill colony in
Tolichowki near  Azeem
Faheem Function Hall. The
road was dug up in the name
of new drainage connections
and several rocks have been
stranded, leading to inconven-
ience for commuters in the
area. When enquired, the
local legislator said the con-
tractor is responsible for the
delay. But the contractor is
blaming it on the government
saying he hasn't received
funds. Residential construc-
tion activity is underway in
the area and the rocks have
‘been moved to adjacent plots.
Mohammed Hussain
Tolichowki

Signals at
Paradise
dysfunctional

raffic lights at the

Paradise Crossroads have
not been working since a long
time and due to this, com-
muters far from the signal are
clueless about the status of
traffic signal. Hope this issue
is taken on priority by con-
cerned authorities.

Hashika
Secunderabad

Fashion! Style!
Design!

(@)e%rco)
Chnstmas

FOOTWEAR®
& LEATHER STORES
ONLY @D ABIDS, STATION ROAD, Hyd
WE "AVE@ BRANCH SUNDAY CLOSED

Madhapur Metro station
on Road No. 36, Jubilee Hills
has been left in a dangerous
situation for several months
while the Hyderabad Metro
Rail (HMR) authorities claim
it to be a beautified stretch.
This spot has been dug up
leaving the risk of pedestri-
ans falling in it especially in
the evenings. While HMR
claims a massive jump in the
number of passengers plying
on the Metro, it is necessary
to provide safe pavements.
Hope the concerned authori-
ties take action as soon as pos-

Dr R. Gopinath
Hyderabad

Dear Readers, We at
Deccan Chronicle request
you to kindly send all your

complaints, issues,
grievances, feedback and
suggestions to our
government and all its
departments by writing to
Speak Out, the voice of the
people, to our new email
ID - DCSpeakOut
@gmail.com. Looking
forward to reading your
letters to this new ID only.

o0 O —+

IndiGo sale

Domestic flights
starting at

‘899

International flights
starting at

2%

On travel between 15t Ja
2020, and 15 Apr., 2020.

* .
4 convenience fee
on our website

and app.

“Terms and conditions apply.
lowest all-inclusive one-way Ffare.

Bank of Baroda
Gredit Card
Get 15% cashback up to T2000" on bookings

made with Bank of Baroda Credit Card.
Min. transaction: ¥4000

FEDERAL BANK

Get 15% cashback up to T1500" on bookings
made with Federal Bank Debit Card.
Min. transaction: ¥10,000

YE

Get flat ¥2000" off on international bookings,
when you pay with Y€S BANK Credit Card.
Min. transaction: ¥ 10,000

"Offer valid on the IndiGo opp and website.
Other terms and conditions apply.




Metro steps ahead

Metro Rail MD N.V.S. Reddy says
HMRL launched QR ticketing event
at Hitec City station on Sunday

TS government only
one giving 24-hour
power, investment
to farmers

— T. Harish Rao
Finance minister

[ BREF |
MAN KILLS
WIFE WITH

CRICKET BAT

DC CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, DEC. 22

In a fit of rage, a man killed
his wife with a cricket bat at
Narasaraopet on Saturday
night. Narasaraopet rural
police inspector Y. Achaiah
said a major altercation took
place between husband Sk
Mustafa and his  wife
Hayatunnisa on Saturday
night at their house in Sai
Nagar area of Narasaraopet.
Hayatunnisa was a govern-
ment teacher in an upper pri-
mary school at Burnpet in
Narasaraopet town.

Mustafa was unemployed.
She extended finance of 2
lakh for an Innova vehicle, so
that her husband could enter
travel business and start earn-
ing. But he suffered losses.
She again financed %2 lakh for
him to start a cloth store. Due
to his negligence, the store too
closed.

This led to differences
between the two and they
quarrelled  frequently, On
Saturday night also, the duo
entered into heated argu-
ments. Mustafa flew into a
rage, picked up the cricket bat
and started beating
Hayatunnisa, killing her on
the spot. Mustafa surrendered
to the police on Sunday morn-
ing and informed them about
the incident.

Police have shifted the body
to Narasaraopet Government
Area Hospital for post-
mortem. A case has been reg-
istered against Mustafa.

WITH FEWER
STUDENTS,
COST GOES UP

RAJESWARI PARASA | DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 22

The state government is
spending 63,637 on each stu-
dent in a government school,
where the enrolment ratio of
students versus teachers is
less than 30, according to data
confirmed by the Telangana
state school education depart-
ment.

The average cost of student
goes up in case of lower enrol-
ment ratio, whereas it decreas-
es if the enrolment ratio is
higher.

Of the total 24,550 govern-
ment schools in the state, 9,505
schools have less than 30 stu-
dents. The average cost per
student at these schools is
63,637, which is the highest.

In case of schools that have
between 30 and 100 students,
the average cost per student is
¥39,814. The cost is 30,235
where the student enrolment
is from 100 to 200 students and
322,715, the lowest, in schools
with more than 200 students.

This reveals that salaries
paid to teachers determine the
average cost per student.
There are 1,37,471 teachers in
government schools. An aver-
age of ¥5.78 lakh is spent per
annum on paying salary to
each teacher, with the total
salary outgo on school teach-
ers being 7,596 crore annual-

1y
Officials of the school educa-
tion department are thus try-
ing to increase the enrolment
ratio in schools, which would
be more cost effective.
Commissioner of School

Education Vijay Kumar,
speaking to the Deccan
Chronicle, said, “We are

focussing on Badi Baata, the
flagship programme of the
state, to increase the enrol-
ment ratio.”

School authorities are work-
ing on the programme to make
it successful.

M The average cost per
student goes up in case
of lower enrolment
ratio, whereas it
decreases if the enrol-
ment ratio is higher.
Fewer students per
school means the stu-
dent-to-teacher ration
falls, making it more
expensive for the state.

DECCAN CHRONICLE

Tighter norms for social
media firms in new rules

Privacy, compulsory pre-censorship, traceability on the platter

ADITYA CHUNDURU |

HYDERABAD, DEC. 22

The Draft
Intermediaries Guide-
lines (Amendment)

Rules 2018 under the
Information Technology
Act, which were
announced in December
last year, are expected to
be notified in January. In
their current form, if
implemented, they will
change the way internet
works in this country.

The Software Freedom

aw  Centre, India
(SFLC) hosted a round-
table discussion on the
subject in Hyderabad on
Friday and discussed
privacy-related issues.

The participants, who
included cybersecurity
researchers and lawyers,
noted that there were
grave concerns about the
guidelines. The discus-
sion was non-attributa-
ble, ensuring confiden-
tiality of participants.
One on them said, “If
internet platforms start
being considered liable
for all illegal content - as
deemed by the govern-
ment’s unclear defini-
tions - there will be an
impact on the prolifera-
tion of information on
the internet. Everyone
will be wary.”

There are three key
changes that are pro-
posed in the guidelines.
Firstly, intermediaries
would be mandated to
deploy "upload filters"
on their platforms,
thereby making pre-cen-
sorship compulsory For
instance, in the case of
Twitter, the microblog-
ging site would be
required to inspect a
user's tweet before he
can post it. If this tweet
is deemed ‘objection-
able’, Twitter would not
allow the user to post it
at all. It may be noted
that most platforms
already have filtering
mechanisms but their
use_has been based on
their discretion. Also,
this mandate would be a
major blow for small
players who do not have
the tools to develop and
deploy automatic filter-
ing systems.

It may be noted that
even large players such
as Facebook have strug-
gled to moderate their
content. The social
media giant has auto-
matic moderation only

The bullet that was sur-
gically removed from
the back of a teen.

TEEN SUFFERS
BACK PAIN, DOC
FINDS A BULLET

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERBAD, DEC. 22

Doctors of the Nizam
Institute of Medical
Sciences (Nims) found a
country-made bullet
lodged in the back of a
woman patient while
they were examining
her for back pain.

Doctors_removed the
bullet and informed the
Punjagutta police. The
patient was identified as
Asma Begum, 19, a resi-
dent of Jahanuma,
Falaknuma. She had
been consulting with
doctors for two months.

Punjagutta sub-inspec-
tor D. Nagaraju said,
“The doctors told her to
take an X-ray and she
came back with one.
When they examined it,
doctors found a country-
made bullet of 1 mm
near her spinal cord. On
Saturday evening they
operated on her and
removed the bullet. She
was discharged and doc-
tors informed the police
about the issue on
Sunday.”

The Panjagutta police
booked a case of attempt
to murder and under the
Arms act. Doctors told
the police that the injury
appeared to be more
than a year old.

in 40 languages world-
wide. Only four of them
are Indian (Hindi, Urdu,
Bengali and Tamil),
while for the rest,
Facebook uses human
moderators. The cost of
developing automatic
real-time filters would
have many technological
challenges.

Secondly, the guide-
lines require intermedi-
aries to ensure traceabil-
ity of content. For
instance, in the case of
‘WhatsApp, the company
would be required to
track a message (such as
fake news posts) to its
origin and share the
details with law enforce-
ment officials. This
would make end-to-end
encryption — a way to
make data inaccessible
to third parties — redun-
dant.

Mr Ranjith Raj, a
researcher and represen-
tative of Mozilla, told
DC: “Encryption is not
binary and the security
levels are expressed in
bits. Encryption in most
platforms is in low levels
that can be bypassed eas-
ily, even if the platforms
boasted the world the
opposite. As for these
draft guidelines, argu-
ments around traceabili-
ty or the clause in data
protection bill on user
verification from social
media companies is to
move us to a surveil-
lance dystopia, which is
a way Indian corporates
are using the govern-
ment as a tool to gain
access from platforms
owned by American cor-
porates.” Lastly, inter-
mediaries would be
required to incorporate
within India under the
Companies Act 2013. The
guidelines require plat-
forms with more than
five million users to set
up shop in India.
However, they fail to
mention how these users
would be counted: total
users, monthly users,
daily users and so on. A
representative of a
social media giant, who
was also at the meeting,
said that policy
issues are largely being
discussed by lawyers
and analysts.

“It is important for us
to speak to people in the
tech world in cities like
Hyderabad to really
understand the implica-
tions of such guide-
lines,” he said.

WHAT ARE INTERNET
INTERMEDIARIES

The term ‘intermediary’ refers to all
tech companies that host users’ data
or provide them with a platform for
communication. Internet service
providers, social media websites,
search engines, cyber cafes and even
the comment sections of blogs and
websites qualify as intermediaries.
The guidelines, in essence, try to

WHAT WILL THE NEW
GUIDELINES CHANGE

Pre-censorship: Companies such
as Facebook and Twitter would be
required to filter content before they
are posted using ‘upload filters.’
What will be filtered is defined
using vague terms such as ‘objec-
tionable’ and ‘inappropriate’.

Traceability: Companies such as
WhatsApp and Signal can be

hold these intermediaries hable for
any ‘illegal’ content that they may
host. For instance, if there is a post
on Facebook that is deemed ‘objec-
tionable’ by the government, the
social media giant would be held
liable for it. Similarly, for any objec-
tionable message being circulated
by its users, WhatsApp could be held

responsible for it.

this.

required to hand over data on the
originator of a particular message
to the law enforcement officials and
agencies. These companies would
have to break encryption to allow

Local incorporation: Companies
which have ‘more than 5 million
users’ would have to be incorporat-
ed locally in India.

Centre may notify new
rules by mid-January

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 22

On December 24, 2018,
the Union ministry of
electronics and informa-
tion technology (MeitY)
announced the Draft
Intermediaries Guide-
lines (Amendment). In
this year-long period, the
ministry has held con-
sultations with experts
on the subject. The latest
draft of this document is
yet to be made public.
This is especially alarm-
ing since the govern-
ment plans to notify

these rules by mid-
January.
The Centre had told the

Supreme Court it will
notify the rules after it
was asked the status of
the rules during pro-
ceedings while hearing
petitions related to
‘WhatsApp traceability.

A lawyer who has
worked closely with free
speech and internet
advocacy groups said the
ministry could have sim-
ply lied to the court. “I
have spoken to many
senior officials who have
all said that the rules
would be notified soon.
But they don’t know
when exactly. 1 don't
think the government
has decided or is even
ready to notify the rules.
There is too much push-
back from companies

W The Centre had
told the Supreme
Court it will notify the
rules after it was
asked the status of
the rules during pro-
ceedings while hear-
ing petitions related
to WhatsApp trace-
ability.

and activists,” he said.
He explained that the
government has been
wary after it was criti-
cised when it released
the draft. “Companies
are in panic-mode. They
have openly said that
they are simply inca-
pable of complying with
some of the rules. For
instance, the rules
require p]at_forms to fil-
ter out objectionable
content before it is post-
ed. However, the compa-
nies don’t have the tools
to do this,” he said. He
added that if this partic-

Case registered for
cruelty against animals

From Page 1

The incident came to
light after some chil-
dren, who were playing
near the spot, rushed
to the pet owner to
inform him of the
demise.

Reportedly, the
accused confessed that
the dog was jumping
the fencing wall of his
house and entering
into his  premises.
Frustrated by it, he
shot the dog in the
abdomen. According to
an eye witness, Jacky
fell down to a painful
death after walking
around for a while.

Speaking to Deccan
Chronicle, S. Devender
Yadav, brother of the
pet owner, said, “We
got to know about the
death at around 4 pm
through some children.
We rushed to the spot
to find Jacky's dead
body. Most colony
members were familiar
with Jacky and used to
pamper and love him.
Jacky became a mem-
ber of our family and
stayed with us for 15

Avinash Karan Gight who allegedly shot and
killed the pet dog Jacky.

years. He never
harmed or troubled
anyone.”

The Saroornagar

police have booked a
case under section 429
IPC (committing mis-
chief by Kkilling), and
Section 11 of the
Animal Cruelty Act.
Further investigation
is underway. The police
are verifying whether

to also book the
accused under the
Arms act.

Meanwhile, police

shifted the dog’s body
to the Government
Veterinary Hospital for
a post-mortem exami-

nation.

Condemning Jacky's
killing, Pravallika Na-
gam, an animal rights
activist, and founder,
Compassionate Soclety
For Animals, said,
you have any 1ssue
with a pet animal you
should lodge a com-
plaint with concerned
authorities. This is not
the way to behave. The
police should verify
why he was in posses-
sion of an air gun and
whether he had used it
earlier. A complete and
through probe should
be conducted into the
case.”

BURGLARS MAKE OFF WITH GOLD

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 22

Burglars broke into
three houses and made
away with gold and sil-
ver ornaments from
one of them in
Hyderguda, a village
under the Rajendra-
nagar police limits on
Saturday night.

Police said the resi-
dent, Mr Surender, and
his family went to his
mother-in-law’s house
in  Moinabad  on
Saturday night. When
they  returned on
Sunday morning, they
noticed the lock on the
front door of their
house was broken.
‘When they went inside

and checked, the fami-
ly found the almirah
door broken open and
25 tolas of gold and sil-
ver ornaments miss-
ing.

Police said the bur-
glars couldn’t find any-
thing in the other two
houses, one of which
belongs to a Hyderabad
police officer.

ular rule is not removed
or relaxed, many busi-
nesses would simply
shut operations in India
and leave. On a related
note, the government is
reported to be consider-
ing relaxing this rule.
However, with regard to
another major require-
ment - traceability of
content - the government
is quite adamant.
Interestingly, the infor-
mation ministry has
always been opaque in
the way it puts out infor-
mation to the public. The
lawyer said, “During the
contentlous data protec-
tion bill, the ministry
refused to share even the
public's comments made
on the draft. They said it
was confidential. How

City

MONDAY | 23 DECEMBER 2019 | HYDERABAD

Police checks out fire
safety for Numaish

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 22

Hyd

sioner Anjani
inspected

erabad police commis-
Kumar on

the  Exhibition

Ground, Nampally, where the
45-day Numaish, the All India
Industrial Exhibition, is held
every year from January 1.
One part of the exhibition

was

destroyed in a fire last

year. The incident revealed

several loopholes especially

with regard to fire safety.
Speaking to mediapersons

after the

inspection, Mr

Kumar said, special care had
been taken with regard to fire
safety. “For every 30 metres

there is a fire hydrant. Water
storage capacity of 1.5lakh
litres has been installed (for
fire-fighting). ~ Everywhere
there is a free passage given to
fire tenders. All electrical
designs has been installed to
meet the needs of modern
equipment.

He said most of the electri-
cal wires had been moved
underground. The roofs of all
stalls are now of zinc sheet.
Nine emergency exit routes
have been constructed.

There will be fewer stalls
this year. Police will be
deployed for bandobast duties
from December 25, Mr Kumar
said.

i
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PRATHANA SABHA

mpaben Ganatra
(Wio Late Narottamdas Ganatra)
N Surely, 820 Becamber 305

Prathana Sabha will be held on Monday
231d, December 2013 from 930 AM 19

AM at Kutchi
derabad

Bhavan, Ramkote,
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MEMSAHEB * M S Distributors
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UTHALA CEREMONY

SH. INDEHJIT SINGH JAJ

our momoroe mi \asl 2 e kove you
& miss you lots. Anti

on 2314 Deg. 2015
Gurudwara Sahib from 12 p.m. 1o 1 pm.

im Ardaas will be held
at Manovikas Nagar,

Mrs Dzvlndaull 'auma.
TN Nagi & Simi Nagi

Capt B.S. Chauinan & Vimi Chauhan

(5/19201001478)

BITUARY

Late Sri Medam Pandu Guptha
DOD:11-12-2019
inserted by Sri Alladi Veeresham

Smt. Alladi Indiramma
Zaheerabad

can public be
confidential?”

He said it was unlikely
that the rules will be
notified in the currently
prevailing atmosphere.
“Right now the whole
country is on the boil
due to protests against

Citizenship
Amendment Act. The
government won't want
to cause more trouble for
itself. However, with this
government, we never
know what it is think-
ing,” he said. However,
he said, the notification
is imminent. “It will def-
initely happen sooner
than later,” he added.

DOB: 08.09,1945

(S/19201001476)

10th DAY CEREMONY

BHOOMPALLY SRIHARI
DOD: 14.12.2019
o Late B, ranmalah

Zamistanpur, Hyderabad:
Ph: 98

ioaeris, 8649203745

Daughters and Al Family Members.

LOVING MEMORY

Prof. Suresh Vardaraj Arcot
Dept of English, Osmania University
His love, laughter & generosity will be

.

Iy
Sunita Arcot (Wife) - uunmmsz
Prof. Sashikala (:u L E:la:u

MNarender Rao (Bre
Dr. Satish Valdara] (Bmlh:r) 5849521“5

Condolence meet on 23rd December,
Monday 12PM Venue: Hotel Kinara Grand,
Nagar.

In Remembrance
I will dwell in the house of the Lord
(Ps.236)

Mrs. MAVIS GOVIND
(Wio. Late C.5.Govind)
Retd Nurse. E | Hosptal, Sanathnagar
D0B:20.03.1934 DOD 23.05.2019
9985756962, 9849727770

8th DEATH ANNIVERS,

Late. Shri ASHOK KUMARJIM. PATNY
D.0.8:12-11-1943 D.0.D:23-12-2011
Time fiies fast, Life goes on at ts
‘own pace. But your memories can
never be forgotten or erased
‘You will always remain in our thoughts.

Lef

nsered by Dr. Gol

UTHAVNA

Smt. Saroj Ben Gaglani

(Wo Late Ramesh Bhai Gaglani)
tfor her heavenly abode on 20th Dec. 2019

UTHAVINA will be held on 23rd Dec. 2018,
from 4 pm to 4.30 pm at Gujarati High School,
Behind Modi Motors, R P Road, Sec'bad.
Inserted by : Jay Baglani (Son)
Anuradha Gaglani (Daughter-in-Law)

& Gaglani Family. Ph: 8019476901

SHREE HIND METALS

13th Day Ceremony
of

Late Sri Medam Pandu Guptha
DOD:11-12-2019

i Srichar - Goli Madhavi
Warsiguda, Secunderabad
umar - Dr. M. Manjula

Dr. Be'\ﬁta Satish - Dr. Santoshkumari.

Perth, Australia

MEMORIAL CEREMONY
For ifwe believe thal Jesus died and rose
lagain. even so God will bring with Him those
[whosleep in Jesus, "2thessalonians 4:1

Mrs RATHNA ASHIRVADAM
DOB 16-10-1944 - DOD 13-12-2019

[Methodist Telugu Church, Chapel
[Road on 23rd December 7.00PM
+Mir. K. Ashis

10th DAY CEREMONY

MOYYA LAKSHMI BAI
Wi Hanumanth Rao Moyya
Ex Counclr Siddumber Bazar Consfuency

10th day cmmony (Dasa Bina Karma)
will be held on 23.12.2019 (Monday) at

“Love you and miss you Amma”

HOMAGE TO OUR
BELOVED FOUNDER

Sri LN. P. PAPAIAH sl:‘rT'V mif|
31-07-1939 23-12-1994
“ WE REMEMBER vuu WiTH
DEEP RESPECT IN OUR HEARTS.”
Inserted by : PPS FAMILY

SHRADHANJALI

sl FFC
SAROJ BEN GAGLANI

(W/o Late Ramesh Bhai Gaglani)

Inserted by:
Vikram (Tinu) Baxi
wati i

axi
D.V. Colony, Secunderabad.

BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE

*The Memory of the Righteous is Blessed” Pro.107

Dr.AJ. Sanjeeva Rao
Retd. Commercial Instructor, MA. DO
27S, Moutali, SCR
Dear Thatha, You were our Strength,
Inspiration and Pride. Your memories.
are stil fresh in our hearts.
Infond remembrance : Grand Children
Prathima Asoda, USA
Preetham Asoda, USA
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ST SC schools are
benefiting students
from oppressed
communities

— Satyavati Rathod
Welfare minister

[ BREF |
Kishan Reddy
opens med unit

Hyderabad: Minister of state
for home affairs G. Kishan
Reddy on Sunday, inaugurat-
ed the brain and spine suite
at Apollo Hospitals. The
suite is equipped with
advanced intra operative
MRI, This would enable the
operating surgeon to locate
any abnormality of the brain
during surgery, which other-
wise is difficult to assess
and often causes complica-
tions post surgery. It ensures
with precision the removal
of the entire brain tumour.

859 MISSING
GRAVEYARDS
REDISCOVERED

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 22

The Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation has
managed to identify 859 grave-
yards belonging to various
communities and religions
after verifying the estate prop-
erties.

Officials claimed that the
lack of co-ordination between
the estate and maintenance
wings had led to the disap-
pearance of over 1,600 grave-
yards in the city. The corpora-
tion would embark on a pro-
gramme to recover the grave-
yards from encroachers.

The records of the estate
wing says that there are over
2,500 graveyards in the erst-
while Municipal Corporation
of Hyderabad (MCH) areas,
not to mention the nine sur-
rounding municipalities that
were later merged to form the
GHMC.

However, due to apathy, sev-
eral graveyards belonging to
different communities and
religions have 'disappeared’,
leaving little space to bury or
cremate the dead.

The field staff at the circle
level, in cahoots with the
encroachers, ignored the
graveyards being illegally
taken over.

Asked about this, an estate
wing official said that the
GH! not have any con-
crete report about graveyards.
He agreed that there were over
2,500 graveyards till 2007 prior
to the merger of the peripher-
al municipalities.

On the other hand, the main-
tenance wing officials argued
that they only look after the
upkeep of graveyards which
were handed over by the estate
wing.

Surprisingly, despite Chief
Minister, K. Chandrasekhar
Rao's, instruction to develop
50 model graveyards in 50 days
way back in 2015, the mainte-
nance could only complete 20
of them till date.

The corporation has identi-
fied 106 graveyards in the L.B.
Nagar zone, 232 in Charminar,
205 in Khairatabad, 88 in
Serilingampally, 143 in
Kukatpally zone among oth-
ers. When asked about the
community and religion-wise
graveyard data, the official
said, “The country has been
already divided in to commu-
nities and religions. GHMC
will not do the same.”

Christmas spirit

Shoppers look at a Nativity scene crib set at a shop in the cny on Sunday. three
days ahead of Christmas. With the Star being set up on buildings festooned

with fairy lights, the city is getting set for Christmas.

— S. SURENDER REDDY

JH flyover road
narrowed 20ft

Redesign could compromise its safety

Accident report
kept a secret

I&:ADDV DEEKSHITH I
HYDERABAD, DEC. 22

Despite the Bio-
Diversity flyover having
claimed four lives in less
than three weeks, the
Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
has been compromising
on safety standards on
another flyover con-
structed under the
Strategic Road Develop-
ment Plan (SRDP).

The corporation has
compromised on the
design of the Jubilee
Hills Road No 45 flyover
which leads to the hang-
ing bridge at Durgam
Cheruvu. The civic body,
which earlier planned to
construct a six-lane ele-
vated corridor by widen-
ing the road up to 120
feet, has now restricted
it to four lanes by widen-
ing the road only up to
100 feet.

An official claimed
that the road widening
was restricted only to
minimise land acquisi-
tion costs. But it could
endanger the lives of
motorists, about 2.4 lakh
of whom are expected to
take the road daily.

According to highly
placed sources in the
corporation, the design
change could be danger-
ous even though the fly-
over has been built in
compliance with Indian
Roads Congress (IRC)
norms.

Like the Bio-Diversity
flyover, the Jubilee Hills
Road No 45 also has a
steep curve at Dr B.R.
Ambedkar Open
University, which is very
prone to accidents, even
though the height of the
crash barriers has been
raised, sign boards indi-
cating the speed limit
have come up and rum-
ble strips have been
added. Sources said that
despite a warning from
the independent com-
mittee  which ~ was
formed after  the
Biodiversity flyover
tragedy, the GHMC has
done nothing about the
dangerous curve.

The independent com-
mittee in its report
stressed that the w1dth
of the curve should be
enhanced though it was
constructed on par with
IRC guidelines.

When queried about
the same, a senior
GHMC official, request-
ing anonymity, said that
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The Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
has been maintaining
top secrecy on a report
submitted by an inde-
pendent committee on
the Biodiversity flyover,
on  whicl accidents
claimed three lives in a
span of three weeks.

Surprisingly, the
report was not given to
the superintendent engi-
neer who executed work
on the two level flyover
at the Biodiversity junc-
tion.

An official said that
the higher authorities
were ‘hiding’ the 24-page
document. Sources
claimed that the corpo-
ration was asked to keep
it confidential by the
government. If anyone
persisted in asking for
the report, the official
in-charge was informal-
Iy advised to go on leave
to avoid handing over
the report.

n  November 23,
Satyavani, 40, died when
a tree fell on her after a
car flew off the flyover,
bounced off the ground
and crashed into it,
before falling again and
injuring other people.
On November 10, a soft-
ware employee from
Cognizant, who was in
an inebriated condition,
fatally ran over two per-
sons and injured four
persons. He rammed his
car into two vehicles
before knocking the two

victims who were taking
selfies on the flyover.
Citing this, the civic
body put a selfie ban on
the flyover.

According to highly
placed sources, the cor-
poration has received
instructions from their
higher authorities not
put the report in public
domain since it would
lead to further complica-
tions pertaining to the
safety of commuters on
the flyover.

The independent com-
mittee of experts have
clearly stressed that the
width near the curve,
where Krishna Milan
Rao, the driver of the
car that flew off the fly-
over, should  be
increased. Sources said
that if the report sub-
mitted by the committee
is put in the public
domain, it would lead to
legal complications per-
taining to the safety of
commuters and the exe-
cuting of the project.
The committee to min-
imise accidents have
suggested an increase in
the height of the crash
barriers.

When queried about
the report, a senior
GHMC official, request-
ing anonymity, said that
he was on leave while
the report was received
by the corporation. He
said higher authorities
have asked the officials
not to utter a word on
the expert committee
report until January
2020.

the corporation did not
change the design,
rather the width of the
road beneath the flyover
has been compromised
upon. The official said
that the corporation will
take additional care at
the curve at Dr B.R.
Ambedkar Open
University

"The civic body has
instructed the private
agency that is maintain-
ing the flyover to
increase the height of
the crash barrier,
install rumble strips,
and put sign boards to
control the speed limit

as specified by the
independent expert
committee report. We
have already laid 43
piers out of 53.
Remaining 10 piers have
rocky terrain under-
neath so it will take us
two additional months
to lay the foundation.
The corporation will
complete the construc-
tion by May and traffic
will be allowed on the
cable stayed bridge at
Durgam Cheruvu only
after completion of
Jubilee Hills Road No 45
flyover,” the official
added.

Alumni get anchor, torpedo for HPS

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD. DEC. 22

Hyderabad <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>