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Rudiger racism
row takes new
twist amid
reports of
Son abuse

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON, DECEMBER 24

THE LATEST racism row engulf-
ing English football took a fresh
turn Monday amid reports
Tottenham Hotspur's Son
Heung-min as well as Chelsea's
Antonio Rudiger had been
abused by spectators during
Sunday's fractious London derby.

Chelsea's 2-0 Premier League
win at the Tottenham Hotspur
stadium saw referee Anthony
Taylor halt play during the second
halfwhen Rudiger complained of
hearing monkey noises from
spectators. Moments earlier, the
Chelsea defender had been in-
volved ina clash with Son that saw
the South Korean sent off. But late
Monday a report on the website
of Britain's Guardian newspaper
said a Chelsea supporter had been
arrested for racially abusing Son.
London's Metropolitan Police told
AFP an arrest concerning a possi-
ble racially aggravated public or-
der offence, without specifiying if
the personin question was a sup-
porter of either club.

A force spokesman added:
“Police were made aware of al-
leged racist chanting during the
second half of the Tottenham vs
Chelsea match on Sunday, 22
December. "Officers will work
with the club in an attempt to
identify any people responsible.”
Meanwhile Tottenham, having
promised a thorough investiga-
tion of the Rudiger incident, said
Monday their initial inquiries
had failed to find a culprit de-
spite "many hours" reviewing
images from stadium video
cameras and having professional
lip-readers study the footage.

Tottenham insisted any fan
found guilty would receive a
lifetime ban, but stressed: "At
this time, however, we should
point out that our findings are
inconclusive”. AFP
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Paire, Karlovic set for Tata Open return

Pune: WORLD NUMBER 24
Benoit Paire will headline the
field at the Tata Open
Maharashtra but South African
Kevin Anderson will not return
to defend his title at India's only
ATP 250 event, starting February
3. Last edition's runner-up Ivo
Karlovic will return for the third
edition of the tournament,
which has now been shifted to
first week of February instead of
being a season-opener. With the
ATP reshuffling calendar to ac-
commodate the ATP Cup, which

is happening for the first time,
the tournament will now be held
after the Australian Open.
Former Wimbledon quarterfi-
nalist witha career-highrank of 16,
Germany's Philipp Kohlschreiber
will make his debut at the event.
The 30-year-old Paire, who
touched a career-high ranking of
18in 2016 and won two ATP titles
in 2018, had reached the quarter-
finals in the previous edition.
Paire hasbeenin sizzling form
in 2019, winning titles at Lyonand
Marrakech. Kohlschreiber, who

has eight ATP tour titles spread
over three different surfaces, had
upset world number one Novak
Djokovic at the Indian Wells
Masters this year. "This is a very
special edition when we are cele-
brating 25 years of ATP Tour in
India. The tournament has always
had a rich legacy of champions
playing here and the ilver jubilee
year will be no different as we
hope toroll out yet another mem-
orable edition of thrilling tennis
action,” said Prashant Sutar, the
Tournament Director. PTI
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