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Closinginon civicauthorities

Instead of civil action, the Supreme Court sanctions criminal

prosecution

}: );b
OUT OF COURT

M J ANTONY

here is hardly any city in the

I country which has a satisfactory
water supply or sewage system.

Civic authorities are generally insensi-
tive to people's complaints and are not
easily spurred into action. Even the pol-
lution control boards avoid their
responsibility to enforce environment
laws because local heavyweights are
involved and the outcome of legal

action is uncertain.

But the Supreme Court has now
ruled that the Municipal Councillor and
Chief Officers of the Municipal Council
could be criminally prosecuted.

The ruling came in a 14-year-old
legal battle between the Karnataka pol-
lution control board and seven com-
missioners of Bangaluru and other
Municipal Councils who had held the
position at different times (Karnataka
Pollution Control Board vs B Heera
Naik).

The judgment is also significant
because it interpreted the term "com-
pany", widening its scope to include
statutory bodies. The court asserted
that a municipality is not a department
of the government, as argued, but a cor-
porate entity. The Water Pollution Act
gives an expanded meaning, as "com-
pany"; means "any body corporate".
Thus, all body corporates are included
within the definition of company
according to Section 47. The wide net

includes Municipal Councils.

The criminal liability falls upon
"every person who at the time the
offence was in charge of, and was
responsible to the company for the con-
duct of the business of the company".
In order to escape punishment that per-
son has to prove that theoffence was
committed without his knowledge or
that he had done due diligence.

Therefore the burden on those who
hold the reins is heavy. In the case of
Municipal Councillors, the responsibil-
ity is now more than that of directors
under the Companies Act and the
Negotiable Instruments Act.

The high court had quashed the
prosecution of these executives, main-
taining that they were heads of depart-
ment and not executives as in a com-
pany. Therefore, government sanction
to prosecute was also necessary. The
Supreme Court held that the high court
was wrong. They can be proceeded
against without sanction from the gov-

GoMs, then and now

They were synonymous with delays in decision-making in the UPA era.

rarely make executive decisions

SUBHOMOY BHATTACHARIEE

hat the National Democratic
I Alliance (NDA) under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
created an abundant number of group
of ministers (GoMs) in its six years at
Raisina Hill is hardly news. The sur-
prise is that those GoMs tasked with
specific roles such as disinvestment
or telecom revival play only a super-
visory role and rarely make the exec-
utive decisions.

This is where these teams of minis-
ters differ from those set up during the
two terms of the United Progressive
Alliance (UPA). The Modi government
has used a different moniker for GoMs,
primarily because they had become
synonymous with delays in decision-
making. They are now
called alternative mecha-
nisms (AMs), and there are
fewer of them than during
the UPA regime.

When former prime min-
ister Manmohan Singh left
office, there were nine
empowered group of minis-
ters (EGoMs) and 21 group of
ministers (GoMs) in opera-
tion. To date, the NDA gov-
ernment in its two terms has
set up eight of them.

In a significant departure in their
style of functioning from the UPA
regime, the AMs mostly do not wield
any executive authority to approve a
decision. Instead, they inspect the deci-
sions made by departmental secretaries
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and their team of officers on the spe-
cific issue they have been tasked to do.
Once they are satisfied, those decisions
travel to the Cabinet, which gives its
formal approval.

The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA), for example,
has approved the creation of two AMs
in March 2019, to supervise the strategic
disinvestment of central public sector
enterprises. The AMs have come into
being after the CCEA has already given
an “in principle” approval for the dis-
investments. The AMs remain sub-
servient to the CCEA, will look into:

(i) “The quantum of shares to be
transacted, mode of sale and final pric-
ing of the transaction or lay down the
principles/ guidelines for such pricing;
and the selection of strategic partner/
buyer” and so on

(ii) “To decide on the
proposals of disinvestment
“with regard to the timing,
price, the terms and condi-
tions of sale” and related
issues.

As agovernment release
notes, the approval by the
AMs means the decisions
should be faster. “This will
facilitate quick decision-
making and obviate the
need for multiple instances
of approval by the CCEA for the same
(company)”. Under the UPA, the
EGoMs had the right to act as a Cabinet
and issue orders accordingly. The
GoMs operated one rung below them
and had to send their decisions to the

cabinet. For instance, the EGoM on
food security was set up to “consider
issues concerning procurement, man-
agement of food-grains stocks, revi-
sion of central issue prices of food-
grains and the proposed law on food
security”. It operated like a cabinet
with a wide ranging mandate co-ter-
minus with the term of the govern-
ment and with its own bureaucracy.
No NDA GoM has such a sweeping
mandate. The nearest is a GoM to pre-
pare a blueprint for the development
in Jammu & Kashmir. Instead, GoMs
are meant to answer specific questions
like the one set up under Home
Minister Amit Shah to work out the
details of the government’s major
scheme to provide piped drinking
water to every household. One of its
deliverable is how to reinstate user
charges for water. Similarly, the home

ernment. The board had accorded con-
sent to the accused commissioners to
discharge sewage effluent after treat-
ment which had expired in 2006. It has
not been renewed since. However, they
have been continuously discharging
untreated sewage into water bodies like
ponds, lakes and natural valleys.

This decision allows pollution con-
trol boards to prosecute the authorities
in charge of protecting water and air.
The law elaborately lists the offences.
Briefly, no person shall knowingly
cause or permit any poisonous, noxious
or polluting matter to enter into any
stream or well or sewer or on land.
Whoever contravenes these provisions
shall be punishable with imprisonment
for a term which shall not be less than
one year and six months but which may
extend to six years and with fine.

The court has been passing strin-
gent orders in cases of violations of
environmental laws recently. In ajudg-
ment passed two weeks ago, it ordered
Noida authorities, near Delhi, to
"restore, maintain and protect the water
bodies in the village". In this case,
Jitendra Singh vs Ministry of
Environment, the traditional water
bodies were being filled up for the ben-
efit of industries, flouting environmen-
tal laws.

Underthe NDA, they

minister also heads a group to review
amendments to the Land Registration
Act and one on the revival of MTNL and
BSNL. In each case, the menu of
options will be put forth by the secre-
taries concerned, and the decisions will
be signed by them. The ministers will
only give their views on which among
the alternatives should be adopted as
the most feasible option. The UPA gov-
ernment GoMs, almost without fail,
signed on to the decisions.

Is it a necessity for ministers to sign
on to the decisions made by them in
the groups? Frankly, it depends on the
constitution of the government of the
day. The standard rule applies only to
the various cabinet committees set up
by each government once it assumes
office after a general election. These
formed under the “Transaction of
Business Rules” are the Appointments
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Citizens have moved public interest
petitions on civic woes earlier. The ear-
liest was the celebrated Ratlam munic-
ipality judgment in 1980. The Supreme
Court ordered Ratlam municipality in
Madhya Pradesh to clean a locality,
holding that budgetary constraints did
not justify a municipality neglecting its
statutory obligation to provide sanita-
tion. Though the judgment is good
reading, a visit to the city recently
showed that there was little impact on
the ground. Then came the M C Mehta
cases in which the court is still passing
orders. In 1996, Almitra Patel, the first
woman engineer to graduate from MIT,
moved the court on the issue of solid
waste. Despite court orders over the
years, the problem has only worsened.
Recently, the government submitted a
850-page affidavit on the subject. The
judges remarked that the paper bundle
itself was "solid waste".

So far the main drive against pol-
luters was civil action and compensato-
ry. The Karnataka judgment hands
down power to the pollution boards to
prosecute civic authorities. Criminal
action could be more effective than
pious judgments in PILs. However, the
big question is whether the regulators
will have the courage to prosecute the
bigwigs in the cities.

Committee, Committee on
Accommodation, Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs, Cabinet
Committee on Parliamentary Affairs,
Cabinet Committee on Political Affairs,
Cabinet Committee on Security,
Cabinet Committee on Investment and
Growth and Cabinet Committee on
Employment and Skill Development.
Their number too is a political call but
once formed, they are usually exist co-
terminus with the term of the govern-
ment in power.

The GoMs or the AMs are a different
beast and reflect the political play with-
in the government. The reasons for the
plethora of GoMs under Singh was the
need to give every political party in the
coalition a space under the sun. Prime
Minister Modi does not need to assuage
any interest group to take the final call
on any decision that belongs rightfully
to the cabinet.

Compared to the AMs or GoMs that
bring together only the central minis-
ters, the groups which bring together
the state ministers with central minis-
ters have a more organised feel to them.
This includes the GST Council, formed
under the GST Acts. Here even the sub-
committees issue formal reports, like
the GoM—for example, to suggest ways
to resolve the crisis facing the real estate
sector following the roll out of the GST.
This GoM is headed Gujarat deputy
chief minister Nitin Patel and includes
the finance ministers of Kerala, Punjab,
Karnataka, Maharashtra and Uttar
Pradesh and Goa’s Panchayat minister
as members. Then, there is the one to
examine the best practices in road safe-
ty and road transport sector, which is
tasked with drawing up an actionable
plan for implementation.

JN GUPTA

he Kotak Committee on corpo-
I rate governance reforms consti-

tuted by the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi), recom-
mended separation of the positions of
achairman and the CEO/MD. The logic
was the leader of the board should not
be the leader of the management thus
providing a better-balanced structure
of supervision and management. The
guiding principles of the recommen-
dation were:
®ensuring the board acts independently
® avoiding the risk of concentrating
authority in a single individual
moffering role clarity without overlap
®reducing time commitment leading
to focussed role play
® choosing the right fit for each role
rather than clubbing skill sets
®making the board atmosphere more
conducive to debate.

The committee, of which, the writer
was a member, had considered interna-
tional practices and after intense dis-
cussion among members, made the rec-
ommendations. The Sebi, following its
inclusive consultation process, invited
public comments and its board took a
considered decision and amended the
Sebi listing regulations to provide for
the separation of the executive position
from the chairman’s position. The law
is to come into effect from April 1,2020.

While business performance cannot
be predicted, the reaction of India Inc
to changes in law can be predicted with

100 per cent certainty. Any law that
puts more money in the pocket (like tax
reduction) or reduces compliance or
fines is welcome with open arms and
implemented immediately. On the con-
trary, any law that disturbs the easy
calm or status quo, is abhorred. The
opposition to implementing such laws
gains momentum as the deadline of
implementation nears. The separation
of the CMD position is one such law,
opposition to which is gaining momen-
tum as the deadline approaches.

One wonders why that reaction
when the law was the result of extensive
discussion with all stakeholders. To the
writer, it appears either India Inc is not
convinced about the virtues of good
governance or it doesn’t agree that sep-
aration is a measure of good gover-
nance. What is good governance?
Whether separation does mean good
governance is a subjective issue. It is not
that Sebi has independently discovered
and imported this alien concept. Much
before the law was enacted in India,
there was extensive debate all over the
world mainly in developed economies
on the virtues of separating the two
posts resulting in a recommendatory
provision with a "comply or explain"
approach adopted in most jurisdiction.
The OECD also recommends that the
two positions be separated.

Looking at the recommendatory
position in most jurisdiction, one
would logically stand behind the
demand of India Inc and suggest that
the Sebi must also recommend and
not legislate. A perfectly genuine
demand. Unfortunately, copy and
paste doesn’t work in most Indian sit-
uations. Unlike other jurisdictions,
where recommendatory provisions are
respected as law, in India implemen-
tation requires the force of law with
micro prescriptions. Voluntary guide-
lines are at the most thesis material for
students striving to achieve a doctor-
ate degree, doing statistical analysis of
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failed voluntary attempts at reform. If
voluntary provisions were indeed
adopted by Indian Inc, many provi-
sions of the law would still be missing
from the Sebi regulations.

Therefore, if someone is to be
blamed for a mandatory provision in
place of recommendatory, it is India Inc,
whose past performance in adopting
voluntary provisions and waiting till the
last date to implement a law speaks vol-
umes about its approach towards vol-
untary guidelines. The contrast in
approachisevident. Asa recommenda-
tory provision — in cases where the two
positions are not separated — the USA
SECrequires an issuer to disclose in the
annual proxy sent to investors the rea-
sons why the issuer has chosen...

“(1) the same person to serve as
chairman of the board of directors and
chief executive officer (or in equivalent
positions); or “(2) different individuals
to serve as chairman of the board of
directors and chief executive officer (or
in equivalent positions of the issuer).”.

US corporations are adopting the
recommendatory guidelines. An article
in The Wall street Journal ("More U.S.
Companies Separating Chief Executive
and Chairman Roles", January 23,
2019) reports that in the S&P 500 group,
about 60 per cent of the companies had
combined the position of CMD in 2007,
whereas in 2018, the number came
down to 45.6 per cent even though the
provision is recommendatory. In India,
even though the provision was made
mandatory, most companies adopted
await and watch till the final day, hop-
ing that the law would be scrapped. By
the end of September 2019, almost 50
per cent of the top 500 listed compa-
nies were yet to comply with the law;
not surprisingly, almost 80 per cent of
the PSUs have not separated the posts.
This explains the difference and
answers the question why it is manda-
tory and not recommendatory.

A very strong argument is given

Chairman, CEO/MD positions: To separate or not to separate

against separation — that it impacts the
“unity of command” and creates two
parallel power centres. On the face of
it, the argument looks reasonable; but
itlacks depth. The argument hinges on
the assumption that both the board and
the management have the same role.
There is a fundamental flaw in the argu-
ment. Any text book on board working
would lucidly explain the difference,
which may not be as different as chalk
and cheese, yet they are not very similar
either. The Cadbury Committee (UK)
in the Report on Corporate Governance
(1992) noted that “given the importance
and the particular nature of the chair-
men’s role, it should in principle be sep-
arate from that of the chief executive.
If the two roles are combined in one
person, it represents a considerable
concentration of power”.

Another allegation is that the Sebi
is importing global regulation, which
may not be suitable to India's culture,
history of entrepreneurship and own-
ership pattern. Indian corporations are
family dominated, with concentrated
ownership of promoters -- a reason why
a majority shareholder should hand
over reins to a person who does not
have skin in the game. This is by far the
strongest argument and would find a
lot of support. Howevet, this argument
runs against the very concept of a “cor-
poration” where there are three tiers
and each must be separated -- owners,
board and the management. If the own-
ers control the board and the manage-
ment, it affects the very foundation of
acorporation. And the negative impact
of such unity of command outweighs
any perceived or actual negative impact
of separation. This probably explains
why other jurisdictions have not made
the provision mandatory, as most juris-
dictions do not have such concentrated
family holdings.

Interestingly, whenever the ease of
doingbusiness issue is debated, intense
criticism is meted out to Indian law

makers and at that time the arguments
used are "international practices".
However, in the same breath if any law
implementing best practices from oth-
er jurisdiction is proposed, which dis-
turbs the cosy status quo, the argument
gets twisted and talks of “India is dif-
ferent from..." takes centre stage.

It is agreed that good governance is
not a science but an uneven mixture of
organisational culture, mind set and
ethical values, and therefore the pace
of implementation would be different
and the impact will also be different.
However, once it is understood that
good governance is not meant to please
the regulator, but is for the good of all
stakeholders and value accretive, there
is no reason why steps towards good
governance should be delayed.

In case, India Inc sincerely feels that
the separation of posts is not a good
governance measure and not value
accretive, it must spell out its doubts
clearly to the regulator and give cogent
arguments rather than mundane ones
like India is different and so on. Ideally,
such arguments must be made prior to
the enactment of a law rather than after
a law has been notified and the imple-
mentation deadline nears. This puts the
regulator in a tricky position. If the reg-
ulator backtracks, it will be accused of
either surrendering to pressure or intro-
ducing a half-baked law. Which certain-
ly is not true in this case as an elaborate
process of consulting stakeholders was
followed by the regulator. One wonders
why a regulator that adopts a transpar-
ent and consultative process has to bear
so much pressure, whereas many other
regulators that do not follow such pro-
cess face no such pressure. Don’t we
want transparency and stakeholder
consultation? Theoretically yes, prac-
tically no, because we comply only
when mandated.

The author is founder and managing director
of Stakeholders Empowerment Services

Pitfalls of internet curfew

The currentinternet blackoutin
Lucknow and some other districts in
Uttar Pradesh following violent protests
related to the Citizenship Amendment
Actis not only inconveniencing people
but hampering the work of the police.
The cyber wing of the state police is
burning the midnight oil to identify the
perpetrators of violence. So far, it has
arrested more than 100 people and
registered 80-odd firstinformation
reports for uploading inflammatory
posts on social media platforms.
However, the suspension of internet
services is making the task of
identifying the culprits difficult for
cyber wingsleuths.

Medicines, not liquor

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
(pictured) on Tuesday launched the
Mukhyamantri Aawas Yojana for the
residents of jhuggi jhopri ()]) clusters in
Delhi, which is going to the polls in
February. Speaking at the event,
Kejriwal said his government in the
past five years had worked to ensure
delivery of basic services to the people.
"Aapke school ka intezam kar diya,
aapke paani ka intezam kar diya,
aapke dawa daru ka intezam kar
diya," he said, pausing to clarify that
his government had ensured the
availability of only "dawa" and not
“daru". "Wah ek aadmi khush ho gaya
wahan" (that man there got happy),
Kejriwal said, pointing to a man in the
crowd, to peals of laughter.

Policing with chocolates

The festive spirit has got to traffic police
persons in Goa. Instead of penalising
traffic violators, they have been
distributing chocolates among them. To
look the part, these policemen,
patrolling the streets of Panaji, were
also dressed as Santa Claus. That is not
all. The violators had to also listen to a
lecture on traffic safety and related
regulation. Some found it amusing and
were relieved to not get a ticket. Others
were not sure if the exercise would drive
the underlying message home.

Time for course correction

This refers to “Lessons for BJP” (December
24). The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) needs
tounderstand that state elections are different
and cannot be a referendum on the centre or
the Prime Minister. The role of regional allies
cannot be over-emphasised, as at the centre,
the BJP may not need allies as Narendra Modi
remains the tallest leader in the country.
However, it might be the other way round for
state elections. Jharkhand Mukti Morcha won
26 out of the 28 seats reserved for Scheduled
Tribes and the BJP has fared poorly in rural
areas. This goes to prove that issues like pover-
ty, unemployment do matter to the voters and
it is time the BJP picked up lessons from this
defeat and did a course correction in its poli-
cies and priorities. As far as the Opposition is
concerned, if they join hands and put aside
their ego then the BJP can be challenged in
most states. The next elections are due in
Delhi and West Bengal and both are going to
be tough ones for the party.

Bal Govind Noida

Justice denied

Apropos the news report “Five sentenced to
death by Saudi court over Jamal Khashoggi's
murder” (December 23), even the very naive
cannot digest the verdict. Khashoggi was bru-
tally murdered by a 15-member team at the
Saudi Consulate in Turkey, in October 2018.
Besides the five sentenced to death, three
have been given prison sentences, while three
others, including the former deputy chief of
intelligence Ahmed al-Asiri, have been exon-
erated. Justice should not only be done, but
should also be seen to be done. The govern-
ments across the world may not criticise the
verdict for fear of earning the displeasure of
the oil rich nation, but people outside the
kingdom cannot be silenced by the dictum
“the king can do no wrong”.

V Jayaraman Chennai
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Reviving economic growth

The IMF has some useful suggestions

he finance ministry, which is in the process of preparing the Union

Budget for the next fiscal year would be well advised to consider some

of the suggestions of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) made in

its report on India. The IMF has listed reform measures that might help
India increase economic growth to the baseline medium-term potential of 7.3 per
cent. First, the clean-up of bank balance sheets should be completed along with
strengthening governance in public sector banks (PSBs) and better oversight of
non-banking financial companies (NBFCs). Although the government has infused
a significant amount of capital into PSBs, there is practically no movement in
terms of governance reforms. In the absence of such reforms, PSBs would remain
prone to the same errors and undermine an efficient allocation of credit, which
will affect overall economic growth in the medium term. Further, the central
bank will need to augment regulatory capacity for better oversight of the system,
including the NBFC sector.

Second, fiscal consolidation in the medium term should be anchored to the
recommendations of the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act review
committee. General government debt needs to be brought down to 60 per cent of
gross domestic product (GDP) from about 69 per cent in 2018-19. Fiscal consolidation
would require savings through rationalisation of subsidies and augmenting revenues
by expanding the tax base. This will help reduce the crowding out caused by higher
public sector borrowing requirement, which exceeds the net household financial
savings of 6.6 per cent of GDP. However, the way the government manages its
finances in the current and next fiscal year, to a large extent, will determine the
possibility of attaining medium-term fiscal targets. In the current year, for instance,
revenue collection is likely to fall short significantly.

Notably, the IMF has also highlighted the use of off-budget financing, which
makes the headline deficit number less meaningful. There is an urgent need to
improve transparency. Given the limited policy space, the IMF has suggested
that fiscal stimulus should be avoided at this stage. Evidently, a significantly
higher level of government borrowing will push up the cost of money. In fact, the
Reserve Bank of India has started managing yields by buying longer-dated bonds
and selling short-tenor bonds, which would also help the government borrow at
lower rates. However, measures like these have limitations and could unnecessarily
complicate policy management of the central bank. The government would need
to be mindful of the risks associated with fiscal slippage at this stage.

Third, to boost growth, among other things, the government should focus
on reforms in product, labour and land markets. Since the policy space on the
fiscal side is virtually non-existent and there are limitations to the extent monetary
policy can support growth in the given macro environment, the government
should focus on wider reforms that will help increase growth in the medium
term. For instance, comprehensively addressing the problems in the goods and
services tax system will not only help augment revenue but also improve the
ease of doing business. Further, there is a strong case for trade liberalisation to
support growth and employment. The economy clearly needs policy intervention
to help push up growth in a sustainable way.

Short-sighted aggression

Not in Indian interest to needlessly offend US legislators

ost of the major candidates for Democratic nomination to the post

of the president of the United States have issued statements in the

past week about Indian foreign policy. The immediate provocation

for these actions is the decision by External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar to cancel a meeting with members of the United States Congress
when the leader of the committee in question refused to exclude Washington
representative Pramila Jayapal from the meeting. Ms Jayapal, who is a leader of
the progressive caucus in the House and is a prominent Indian American, has
provoked ire in the Indian government because she had asked questions recently
about India’s Kashmir policy. Several of the Democrats have said that no gov-
ernment should be able to pick and choose who is in a US Congressional delega-
tion; Pete Buttigieg has pointed out that India and the US have a relationship
based on shared values and that India should live up to these values.

Some of this will obviously be posturing for a domestic audience in the
United States. But it also suggests that India’s recent high-stakes attempt to push
back against criticism of its domestic policy in Kashmir and Assam in particular
is not meeting with the expected levels of success. It is far from clear what the
foreign ministry was thinking. Surely, the external affairs minister is more than
capable of holding his own in defending a policy— the reading down of Article
370 — that has been agreed upon by the Indian Parliament. Indeed, that is the
job not just of the minister but of every Indian diplomat. Instead, however, a
touch of overconfidence seems to have seeped into how the Indian government
regards its status in Washington DC. The years of a strong relationship with India
being a bipartisan consensus in the American capital no doubt have something
to do with this sense of complacency. But recent actions by the Indian government
have clearly led to a situation where this bipartisan consensus is in danger. For
example, India’s ambassador to the US, Harsh Shringla, caused much consterna-
tion in the US capital when he met and praised the right-wing ideologue Steve
Bannon. Mr Shringla, far from suffering for this misjudgment, has just been
appointed the next foreign secretary. Then there was the prime minister’s ill-
judged appearance with President Donald Trump at a political rally in Houston,
in the course of which he repeated a political slogan that was widely viewed as an
endorsement of Mr Trump, although officials subsequently walked back that
interpretation. Fitting into this attempt to woo the global right wing is the decision
to welcome a group of lawmakers from the European Parliament, many of whom
were associated with the anti-Muslim hard right in that continent.

India has benefited greatly from the bipartisan consensus on Capitol Hill that
a closer relationship between the US and India is in both countries’ interests. By
and large, this consensus has survived lobbying attempts by US domestic industry.
But cosying up to Mr Trump is not a well-thought-through idea — already it has
been reported that his primary trade advisor has his sights on Indian trade policy.
India is in any case isolated in multiple multilateral forums, and US backing will
continue to be important. In this atmosphere, alienating members of the US Congress
and the potential next president, if a Democrat, is dangerously short-sighted. There
was no reason to run down carefully built-up political capital in this manner. The
government had better make amends for its myopic behaviour in short order.

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA
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Containing China

Access to American savings through the US securities markets
provides China a lifeline without having to deal with its debt trap

ference organised by the World Bank and the

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS), dur-
ing which we had an audience with Zhao Ziyang, the
general secretary of the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) and the major reformer seeking to turn China
away from the Plan to the market, as signalled by the
paramount leader Deng Tsiao Ping. Kornai then left
on a week’s Yangtze cruise on the S S Boshan organ-
ised by Zhao through CASS, which was to provide
Chinese economists with the views of various invited
Western economists on the working of capitalist mar-
ket economies.

Kornai was the star of the meeting as Julian
Gewirtz (in Unlikely Partners,
Harvard, 2017) documents. He
remained a trusted advisor to
Chinese reformers even after Zhao ¥
was purged following the /
Tiananmen Square massacre. He
was the primary intellectual influ-
ence on the Chinese reformers who
created the Chinese miracle. Yetina
recent letter to the Financial Times
(“Economists share blame for
China’s ‘monstrous’ turn”, 10 July
2019), he laments his and other

Iﬁrst met Janos Kornai in Beijing in 1985 at a con-
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tury”. (C E Walter and FJT Howie: Red Capitalism,
Wiley, 2011)

The model was provided by the creation of China
Mobile in 1997 by Goldman Sachs out of a poorly
managed assortment of provincial post and telecom
entities. Its initial public offering (IPO) raised $4.2
billion. There was no looking back. China’s oil com-
panies, and insurance companies sold billions of dol-
lars in shares in IPOs. “All of these companies were
imagined up, created, and listed by American invest-
ment bankers”. By 2009, 44 of the firms in China’s
National Team were on the Fortune Global 500 list.

Today, China has 700 companies listed in the US
stock and bond markets. These include egregious bad
actors like Hikvision, responsible for
facial recognition technology mon-
itoring the concentration camps
holding two million Uyghurs in
Xinjiang. Unwittingly, US investors
are funding these technologies, and
weapons systems for the People's
Liberation Army (PLA) “because the
US has no security-minded screen-
ing mechanism for capital markets
which have roughly $35 trillion
under management.” (Roger W
Robinson Jr. “Why and how the US

Western economist’s role as

Frankenstein’s creating a fearsome

monster under Xi Jinping. “We all agreed that new
life would be brought to China, which had frozen
under Mao, by the electric shock of marketisation
and private property. Now the fearsome monster is
here”. Its “aim is to become the hegemonic leader of
the globe”. Kornai advocates George Kennan'’s policy
of containment of communism. He concludes, “What
has happened already cannot be undone. But here
we must stop, and we must take far more care to avoid
carrying on the role of Frankenstein”.

The need to contain China was also the conclusion
of my recent book, War or Peace. It noted the even
greater role played by the Frankensteins of Wall Street
in China’s rise. Investment banks led by Goldman
Sachs and legal firms like Linklaters and Paine were
“the creators of the New China of the twenty first cen-

should stop financing China’s bad
actors”, Imprimis, October 2019).

One of the largest public retirement funds, the
Federal Thrift Savings Plan (TSP) with 5.7 million
enrollees — including US military personnel — totals
$578 billion. It is planning to switch its $50 billion
international portfolio (on the advice of a Wall Street
consulting firm) to the MSCI All Country World Index,
which includes Chinese “companies such as AVIC,
which makes fighter aircraft for the PLA and is China’s
biggest producer of ballistic missiles”. This decision
should be reversed.

Furthermore, Robinson Jr, who served on US
President Ronald Reagan’s national Security council,
suggests using a tactic to contain the Soviet Union,
also in China. The Soviet Union faced a funding gap
of $16 billion annually, which was financed by Western
governments and banks. Reagan succeeded in ter-
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minating this flow of discretionary cash, which led
to the end of the evil empire.

China too has a serious internal debt crisis. Jim
Rickards (“The great Chinese crack-up starts now”,
Strategic Intelligence, November 2017) has estimated
that China’s total debt (including official, corporate
and individual) to productive gross domestic product
(GDP) (normal GDP minus investment in ghost cities
and white elephant projects) was 873 per cent in 2016.
But this “will not necessarily cause a collapse anytime
soon. As long as the WMP Ponzi (wealth management
products held by individuals sold by banks offering
higher deposit rates, with new WMPs sold to pay off
old ones when investors want their money back— a
classic Ponzi scheme) continues and banks aren’t
held to account for issuing new loans to replace bad
debts, the game can go on. China also has $1 trillion
of liquid reserves to sort out its debt mess.” However,
if China uses these precautionary reserves “to bail
out its bad debt, the country will jump out of the
frying pan into the fire of a currency crisis.”

Itis in this context that the access of Chinese com-
Ppanies to American savings through the US securities
markets, currently provides China a lifeline without
having to deal with this domestic debt trap. Robinson
supports the simplest solution of eliminating access
to all Chinese enterprises to US capital markets. This
would bring the Chinese “evil empire” to its knees as
Reagan’s actions did in denying Western technology
and capital markets to the bankrupt Soviet Union.
No doubt this would lead to howls from Wall Street.
But these should be ignored in US national interests.

For their argument that closing US capital markets
to China will lead it to go to another international
exchange is implausible. For the US capital markets
are roughly the size of the rest of the world’s combined,
and the US holds 60 per cent of the world’s liquidity,
“no other country has anywhere near the depth and
volume” of US markets. “China’s need for dollars is
sovoracious that it would likely use up the volume of
a Frankfurt or London in months not years. There is
nowhere for a player of the size of China to go.”

In a speech to the Hudson Institute on October
4,2018, US Vice-President Mike Pence laid out what
is being termed the Pence Doctrine. “Pence made
it clear that the current struggle between the US
and China goes far beyond trade and tariffs”; it was
“an epic struggle between an atheistic communist
ideology bent on hegemony in Asia and the Western
Pacific and a democratic America that seeks bal-
anced relations in a rules-based system along with
the promotion of liberal Western values”. He pre-
dicted “a protracted and existential struggle
between Western liberal values and a totalitarian
disregard for human rights.” (Jim Rickards: “Beyond
the US-China trade war : Cold War II”. Strategic
Intelligence, July 2019).

In this new Cold War, the liberal world needs to
remember and use the major instrument which deliv-
ered victory to the West—the use of its control of the
world’s money which allowed it to bring the last illib-
eral empire to its knees.

India needs to shift its economic model

causes and remedies, we can take another per-

spective than a simple cyclical crisis in the context
of a totally new global environment. Well beyond
Modinomics or Modipolitics, India seems to be facing
a structural challenge of its economic model whose
evidences can be seen every day on the ground in
the countryside, in medium-sized cities and, of
course, in megacities in deep crisis.
But solutions and opportunities
emerge also from everywhere and
suggest a cautious optimism for
those who have confidence in the
common sense of people.

Concerning the challenges, it is
enough to travel in “real India” to
observe:

(i) Massive unemployment and
underemployment of young peo-

Instead of debating at length the slowdown, its

ple, while India is unfortunately at JEAN-JOSEPH BOILLOT

its peak of demographic transition.

Today, each growth point is probably offset by a cor-
responding deterioration in the quality of life in
India. Paradoxically, the objective of maximising
growth is nothing less than a goal of deteriorating
the quality of development.

(iii) Rural stress related to the Green Revolution
model has become a daily reality in the rural world,
which represents half the Indian population.
Thousands of suicides are in real-
ity only an epiphenomenon of a
much larger depression that can
be observed in Indian villages
deserted by young people or by
men who have left for the city to
provide a minimum subsistence
to their families.

(iv) With the inhabitants of
urban slums, at least S00 million
Indians are currently deprived of
basic needs such as housing, food,
education, and have such low sub-

So, the challenge of the demograph-

ic dividend has become the challenge of demograph-
icliabilities, including from the socio-political point
of view of a lost youth tempted by extreme adven-
turism (see Shankar Acharya’s “The job crisis wors-
ens”, Business Standard, November 19).

(ii) The massive accumulation of environmental
liabilities in the form of the accumulation of waste
everywhere in the open air, a water crisis in both
quantity and quality, an air crisis with particle
indices now among the most dangerous in the world,
detestable indicators of food quality and nutrition
in general, with tangible signs of deterioration in
the average health of the population, either through
excessive sugar and fat consumption or malnutrition
of the working classes. Finally, urban congestion
whose costs are added to gross domestic product
(GDP) but never subtracted to the real welfare.

sistence incomes that they are still
not integrated into the market economy with daily
income levels ranging from I50 to 3200 per person
per day. And all the noise around the populist pro-
grammes of toilets, gas bottles or small pucca houses
of the PMAY-G does not hide their miserable char-
acter for those who visit the Indian countryside. As
with the demographic dividend, dividends from the
Indian market have not yet materialised to the point
that prices are increasingly declining with clear lim-
its on the viability of companies, whether they are
mobile phones or basic cookies like Parle.

Natural farming as a systemic paradigm shift

It is clear that the business-as-usual scenario has
no chance of meeting these challenges. It would be
necessary to have a proactive long-term vision, but
unfortunately any transformation from above seems

convince hundreds of thousands of

impossible because of a short view of the political
class, which has its eyes fixed on the rolling electoral
tests and seems to enjoy purely ideological con-
frontations. On the other hand, it is extremely reas-
suring to observe a deep movement from below
(bottom up), where civil society and the business
world are forced to be innovative to adapt to the
crisis of the Indian productivist model of the 1990s.
We are thinking of innovative business models
along the lines of the Patanjali chain of stores, one
of the few economic successes of recent years that
has spread simple and healthy products in depth
throughout India. But it seems obvious that the
emergence of a mass movement around natural
farming (NF) is today the real breakthrough inno-
vation that could lead to a possible change in the
Indian economic paradigm.

What are its solutions and why natural farming
is much more than an agricultural issue. The results
of our field surveys with Vijay Kumar in charge of
Zero Budget Natural Farming in Andhra Pradesh
(ZBNF) or the Indian guru of NF, Subhash Palekar,
show that NF is a systemic response to the following
challenges: Employment, gender equality, aspira-
tion of young people to live a better life, quality
food, better health, a response to climate change
and environmental degradation, and the relocation
of the Indian economy around dynamic rural areas
and second- and third-level cities to overcome the
structural urban crisis in India. It also includes the
conceptual breakthrough of the great Indian
economist Raghuram Rajan, as expressed in his
book The Third Pillar: The urgent need to revitalise
the community economy between the state and
the market that have become incapable of bringing
prosperity to all.

The writer is an economist at French Institute of
International Relations
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Teachable moments from a schoolgirl

~

BOOK REVIEW

CHINTAN GIRISH MODI

“Adults keep sayingthatthey mustgive
youngpeoplehope.Idon’t want hope, I
wantyou to panic, totakeaction. Iwantyou
tobehaveasifyouwereinthemiddleofa
crisis, becausethat’swhatitis.”

hese words sound like they come

I from students thronging the streets

of India with marches protesting the
draconian Citizenship Amendment Act but
they were spoken by Greta Thunberg, a16-
year-old climate activist, at the World
Economic Forum in January 2019. She was
castigating individuals, companies and

decision makers for sacrificing “priceless
values” to “continue making unimaginable
amounts of money.”

Greta’s Story: The Schoolgirl Who
Went On Strike To Save The Planet isa
bookthatIwould recommend to anyone
keen onlearning about the power of civil
resistance led by young people who
rarely getasay in framing policies that
determine their future. They are filled
with rage because of the problems their
predecessors have created, and they
want to fix things before it is too late.
They are unafraid to take on the bigwigs,
and call them out for their
incompetence.

With her work on the Skolstrejk for
Klimatet (School Strike for the Climate),
MsThunberg’s message has travelled
beyond Sweden, the country in which
shewasbornandraised. She has
managed to rattle successfully US
President Donald Trump, German
Chancellor Angela Merkel, French

President Emmanuel Macron, Russian
President Vladimir Putin, Italian Prime
Minister Giuseppe Conte, and
Australian Prime Minister Scott

t Publisher:0UP

Valentina Camerini’s book explores
these questions with depth, sensitivity
and affection. Ms Thunberg is not
presented as a hero with superpowers
butasahuman being who respondsto

obstacles with
GRETA'SSTORY: The fortitude, and
Schoolgirl Who requests support
WentOnStrikeTo  whensheneedsit.
Save The Planet Thisapproach
Author: Valentina ~ makesthebook
Camerini persuasive. “Before

starting her
(Translated by mission in front of
Moreno the Swedish

| Giovannoni) Parliament, she

was awary, quiet,
shy girl. The kind

Morrison.

Howdid Ms )
Thunbergbecome /’_{f %\
anactivist? Why ); G R ETA' S
doesshecareso B STORY 4
muchabout vy, &&= g\ h
climate change? Wk }Jﬂﬁ
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aboutwhat TVE SGHOOLGI \
troublesher? Are WENT ?N! .,-Srff'ff T;c'—
herparents [ cuomn
supportive? Doher [l o SSSSEEEL
teachersencourage

hertopursue whatshebelievesin? Where
doessheget thestrength todeal withaall
thecriticismdirected ather? When does
she make time for studies? Is she missing
outona “normal” childhood?

of student who
doesn’tspeakin classand sitstooneside,
somewhere up the back. Nothing
particularly exciting had happened in
her life, or at least nothing that would
make you think that one day she would

children to follow her example,” says Ms
Camerini.

Ienjoyed thisbook because it
challenges attempts to characterise Ms
Thunbergas a precocious white girl who
isunaware of the issues at stake, and has
an anger management problem. Such
depictionstrytoerase the fact that she
hasinspired millions of young people
around the world to skip school on
Fridays, and make their governments
prioritise climate action. The vitriol
against her isa mix of patriarchy, ageism,
and ableism. Itis not uncommon to
encounter men who feel insecure when
they see young women who speak their
mind and refuse to be sexualised.

Ifthisbookisanythingto go by, Ms
Thunbergis unlikely to step away from
the fight. She draws inspiration from
Rosa Parks, and American students
demonstrating againstlaws that enable
gunviolence on school campuses. Ms
Camerini writes, “Atthe age of 11, the
doctorshad diagnosed her with
Asperger’s syndrome. People who suffer
from Asperger’s often become interested

obsessively without being able to let
go...makes people determined and
capable of extraordinary commitment.
Foryears, Ms Thunbergdid in-depth
research into climate change, building
up awealth of information, which was
unusual foragirl herage.”

Ms Thunberg has also been critical of
lifestyle choices made by her mother
Malena Ernman and her father Svante
Thunberg. The former isan opera
singer, and thelatterisanactorand
writer. She made them realise the
environmental impact of air travel,
meat consumption, and driving big
cars. She firmly believes that
individuals must take concrete actions
though the climate crisis is a systemic
one. The book concludes with a helpful
section on discussing global warming
with children, pointers about what we
cando, and suggestions for further
reading. As Ms Thunbergsays, “Our
houseis on fire: our house, planet earth,
isgoingupin flames. And the adults, the
powerful, must act responsibly and act
for the future of young people.”
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Can’t eat an Apple
if left out too long

PMO wanted to exploit the possibilities from US-China tensions six
months ago, but we missed it; US-China relations on the mend now

HE APPLE, MOST will recognise, is a fairly hardy fruit,but it does lose its flavour

if left in the open for too long. So, it has to be worrying that little has happened

even sixmonthsafterthe principal secretaryin the PMO asked senior secretaries

to make the most of “a golden opportunity (of)... several global companies...in
China...seriously consideringanalternativelocation.”In the event,the PMO asked “thatan
enabling policy framework to seize this opportunity may kindly be designed”.

The PMO had companies like Apple and Samsung in mind—together theyaccount for
60% of the $500 bn global export market for mobile phones—but, six months later,
when the US and China have started unwinding their aggressive trade positions, India
isno closerto offering them a good reason torelocate a large part of their mobile phone
production here. This, sadly, is not the only instance of the government—and not just
the Narendra Modi one—failing to capitalise on the moment; that iswhy,between 1990
and 2018, Vietnam’s exports rose 102 times from $2.4 bn (13% of India’s) to $245.6
bn (75% of India’s) while our exports rose just 18 times, from $18 bn to $325.6 bn.

The reason why the PMO, and others like NITI Aayog, were keen to get an Appleand a
Samsung to produce in India is that though India’s production of mobile phones rose dra-
matically—from 6 crore unitsin FY15 to 22.5 crore unitsin FY18—so did imports of com-
ponents, from $11.2 bn to $21.9 bn. Were an Apple or a Samsung to shift a meaningful
partofits production to India—while Apple still primarily produces out of China, Samsung
shutitslast China factory,which made 63 mn phones,in October—the argumentwas,they
would shift their principal suppliers,and value-addition in Indiawould grow dramatically.

Apple’s exports out of China (iPhones, iPads,
iWatches, etc), to put this in perspective, retail at
$200 bn and the firm employs (directly and indi-
rectly) 47 lakh people in the country. For its part,
when Samsung—it produces around half its i
mobile phones out of Vietnam—moved out of | APPle's exports are 70% of India’s
Huizhou, the Chinese cityturned intoaghosttown | (FY1% $ bn)
due to the main factory, and its ancillaries, shut- Apple & N 230"
ting shop; the services economy, including the | | i |
rental one, built around Samsung also collapsed. | exports ﬂ
While Samsung has the world’s largest mobile | | 0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350
phone factory in the world in Noida—thishasa | " ¢/chandise value of exports
capacity of 120 mn phones—it has several more, | Global market for phones: $485 bn

An Apple a day...

(getting Apple/Samsung to produce
more in India critical for India's exports)

albeit smaller ones, in Vietnam; with halfits 350- | oOthers .
400 mn phones made out of Vietnam, not surpris- o ~Apple
: ) Xiaomi
ingly, the country’s exports are over $52 bn today, ¢
or roughly 10% of the global exports market. Vivo. . maa (%)

If India has to have any chance of meeting its | oppo. W
exports target—the 2019 National Policy on Elec- y . Taaow

vawel ., | /

tronics (NPE) hasa domestic sales target of 400 mn
phones (worth $80bn)and an export target of 600
mn (worth $110bn)by 2025—abusiness-as-usual

_Samsung

Vietnam surges ahead Vietnam
(Mobile phone

approach just won’t do. Between FY18 and FY19, exports, $ b) Lo |521
India’s exports grew 125%, but they were still a '

mere $2.7 bn. NPE, in fact, aimed at zero net India*

imports of electronics (including mobiles) by 2020 1.2 27

while the actual imports were just under $39 bn; 5018 2019 2018 2019

the 2025 mobile-export target implies Indiais | *Data is for financial year
looking at a global market share of 19-20%! = !

Itistruethat Appleassembles phonesin India,but doing thisin,say,a Foxconn facil-
ity, without its entire ecosystem,isn’t quite the same thing as there is little value addi-
tion. What makes the inability to get either an Apple or a Samsung to shift any signifi-
cant part of their production setup in India even more tragicis that,even before the PMO
wrote its letter, things looked like they were moving in the right direction.

Till then,while India boasted of having become a big producer of mobile phones, the
truthwas quite the opposite.While the government spoke of 268 units producing mobile
phones/componentsin 2019—up from 120 in 2017—FE found that half had shut shop
as there was little local value addition. Since the additional problem with the policy was
that imports were burgeoning, in February 2019, the government came up with NPE
2019 that shifted the focus from domestic manufacture to exports, and from import-
tariff protection to incentives for exports. Some months ago, finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said she was designing policies towoo big manufacturers looking to move out
of China; it was in this context that she cut the corporate tax rate from an effective 46%
(including dividend distribution tax, DDT) to 15% (without accounting for DDT). The
government also announced a 50,000 crore export incentive scheme to replace the
existing MEIS and other schemes that were also falling foul of WTO norms.

While the temporary (?) patch-up between the US and China has meant that big pro-
ducers in China have no immediate pressure to leave the country (with trade sanctions,
their China exports would have been hit by import duties in the US); at the same time, the
government has not made any concrete offer to the big mobile phone manufacturers either.
Indeed, while estimates are manufacturing in India is around 19-23% more expensive
than in China,and 10-12% as compared to Vietnam—due to poorer infrastructure here,
and lower fiscal incentives—India has lowered the export incentives it gives for mobile
phone exports; this was 4% of the value of the phone till January,when it was reduced by
half,as aresult of which, this year’s exports are likely to be lower than last year’s.

Postscript: This is, though, not the first time India has failed to seize the initiative.
When Chinavacated the lower-end textiles markets, it was countries like Bangladesh and
Vietnam that captured the markets. India’s refusal to free up oil and gas markets has
ensured investments in the sector remain poor; ditto for the mining sector.In the case of
telecom,not scrappinglicence feesin 2010—when spectrum was sold at sky-high prices—
hasresulted in the sector almost dying... The list of lost chances isa long one.

ToleratingINTOLERANCE

Sena’s Mumbai episode, and other instances expose the
intolerance hypocrisy of the political class

HILE THE BJP is frequentlyaccused of launching attacks against its critics

online—trolling has been a standard feature—other parties are emulating

this practice. Recently, some of the Shiv Sena cadre assaulted a person in

Mumbai formakinga postagainst theirCM and partyleader UddhavThack-
eray.Accordingtoa Times of Indiareport,25-30 peoplebeat up thevictimand tonsured him
for criticising Thackeray's Jamia-Jallianwala Bagh comparison. Although Shiv Sena is not
new to this kind of response—Shiv Sainiks had ransacked the hospital of the relative of the
girl who had commented on Bal Thackeray’s death—domineering has become common
across political lines.Earlier thisyear, police complaintswere filed by TMC supporters against
a BJPworker for creating a meme of the TMCleader and circulating it on social media.

If earlier attacks targeted people hurting or insulting religious sentiments, the rise
in violent responses to expression of dissent shows political leaders themselves being
granted god-like status.The deification hasled to party cadre getting aggravated when
citizens rightfully question their leaders, having chilling effects on freedom of expres-
sion,both online and offline—in the present instance, the victim was beaten up despite
having deleted the offending post following threats.In the absence of strict police action,
such cases are fastbecoming a menace.The amount of frivolous litigation by party sup-
porters against those criticising political leaders hasbeen increasing.The episode reveals
the hypocrisy of even those decrying intolerance.

Opinion

AST WEEK, THE National

Company Law Appellate Tri-

bunal (NCLAT) pronounced

its verdict in the appeals

referred by Cyrus Mistry
against an order of the National Com-
pany Law Tribunal (NCLT) that had dis-
missed the claims of him being
unjustly ousted as the Executive Chair-
man of Tata Sons Ltd, the flagship Tata
Group company. There are several
takeaways from the NCLAT order,
which clearlywon’t be thelast word on
this dispute.First, it reverses the NCLT
order opining that the ouster was
unlawful and, therefore, reinstates
Mistry’s position as the Chairman.The
order is significant, given the debate
on corporate governance.

Given the state of affairs of Indian
corporates, corporate governance has
oft been deliberated by expert com-
mittees and analysed academically.
This is a reality that emerges if the
NCLAT order is adjudged on its face
value. It is replete with instances on
how the five-decade relationship, and
trust, broke down, leading to an acri-
monious relationship between the
Shapoorji Paloonji (SP) group and the
Tata group. Identifying the promoters
and stakeholdersbyname and holding
them directly responsible for one of the
most ignominious episodes in the
country’s corporate history,the NCLAT
order recounts, in great factual detail,
the circumstances leading to the trust
deficit. Examined dispassionately, the
NCLAT orderisa case study that makes
anintriguing contribution to an often-
ignored area of company law jurispru-
dence—oppression and mismanage-
ment of minority shareholders.

Astudent of company lawattempt-
ing toenumerate thewaysinwhich the
minority interests can be oppressed or
side-lined shall,thus, find several take-
aways. First, stressing upon the veto
clauses in the Articles of Association
(AoA) of Tata Sons, the Tribunal has
concluded that such clauses per se put
minorityinterestsinjeopardy.Second,
nominee directors, who pull along the
line of vested interests, can also cause
oppression. Third, corporate decisions
‘out of the boardroom’ rendering the
meetings mere rubber stamping exer-
cises implies silencing the voice of the
minority. Fourth, constantinterference
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in executive functioning by the major-
ity can often lead to disillusionment of
senior professionals, and is another
way to thwart balanced pursuit of the
corporate agenda. Fifth, retribution
against the executive board for taking
tough and crucial decisions, repeated
go-slows and pressure to turn around,
cartelisation of board members, etc,are
also instances that effectively under-
mine minority interests. Those at the
fringes are also shareholders, thus,
there can never be any overwhelming
rationale for practices that scuttle
minority interests.

This raises several questions. Are
Indian companies really governed
democratically? How meaningful are
theroles and responsibilities of elected
directors; are they expected to stand
up to promoters when faced with dilu-
tion of shareholder interests, etc?
While these come up routinely in cor-
porate functioning, they are not sys-
tematicallyaddressed.This despite the
overhaul of corporate laws in the past
decade—the 2013 Companies Act
being the most significant—and sev-
eral expert committees have made far-
reaching recommendations on board
governance.Even the empowered reg-
ulator hasn’t shied away from exercis-
ing its power. However, no external
push to evolve governance style can
ever be the solution. The underlying
tenor of NCLAT’s order, no matter
which side it endorsed, is clear: One
cannot expect the dawn of profes-
sional standards in corporate manage-
ment unless self-restraint is imbibed
by influential board figures with an
agenda, and, simultaneously, the
boards are empowered to ensure busi-
nesses are managed professionally.
Given that public funds are involved,
it is incumbent upon the boards to
keep personal prejudices aside, giving
way to evolved and mature decision-
making. At any rate, boardrooms

should notbecome awrestling theatre
for testing dominance.

The NCLAT order putsabig question
mark on the status of nominee directors.
No doubt, they are expected to protect
theinterests of theinstitutions theyrep-
resent. Does that imply, however, that
interests of the entity and the share-
holders can regularly be

indeed adelicatebalance.
What happensinasitua-
tion where the interests
of the institutions they
represent conflict with
the those of the investor

Even if the order of
NCLAT is overturned
in further appeal, it
makes a compelling

There is no need to debate this (pan-India NRC) as
there is no discussion on it right now. PM Modi was
right, there is no discussion on it yet either in the
Cabinet or Parliament

bring it into mainstream public dis-
course.Anecdotally,Indian sharehold-
ers do not exhibit resilience in situa-
tions of governance deficit,unlike their
western counterparts. Silence in insti-
tuting probing inquiries against under-
performing or digressing boards
should not translate to promoter
groupsviewing themas gullible.In the
Tata-Mistry tussle, shareholders did
not have a voice (at the NCLAT), much
lessaviewpoint.Such trends could wit-
nessareversal,with shareholders exer-
cising their rights by way of class-
action lawsuits, or through other legal
means that impact shareholder worth
when boardrooms become a battle-
ground of warring factions.

Another issue worth
pondering is the fate of
the decisions taken by the
Chairmanand Board that
stand ousted by the
NCLAT order. Ideally, the
NCLAT should have made
corollary observations

board over which they ~ case for corporate  regardingthevalidityand
preside? It is common to India to evolve a consequences of the
hold and exercise veto framework that actions of the Chairman

powers; can the exercise
of such powers, if done
under the company’s
constitutional docu-
ments, become a means

of Oppression and mis-

management? The

NCLAT order is silent on

this aspect. Nominee directors ensure
that decision-making is consultative,no
matter how disjoint and varied the
views.Evenif the order of NCLAT is over-
turned in further appeal, it makes a
compelling case for corporate India to
evolve a framework that delineates the
role and responsibilities of nominee
directors.This is particularly important
for institutional investors, especially
when they preside over large PSUs and
banks. As a start, they must appreciate
that written notes of dissent appended
to minutes of board meetings carry sig-
nificance,and instil probityin corporate
functioning rather than thwarting the
decision-making altogether.

While the correctness of the
NCLAT’s order will indeed be litigated,
corporate India boards and lawmakers
must not lose this opportunity to rein-
vigorate the debate on governance and

Air India shouldn't fly past North East

The privatisation of Air India

poses a challenge of integrating

the North East with the rest of
the country, and retaining air
connectivity in the region

AS THE DEADLINE for the privatisa-
tion of Air India approaches, much is
afoot.This includes union opposition,
a lack of investor interest, and an
NCLATjudgment forone of Air India’s
suitors. The government, however, is
firm in its resolve. After all, Air India
continues to bleed, with no respite in
sight. Its FY19 loss was ¥8,556 crore;
FY20 will likely be worse. This, after
the government infused I17,320
crore of taxpayer money over the last
five years. Needless to say, the situa-
tion is unsustainable. Yet, in the rush
to privatise, the connectivity to the
North East may have been overlooked.

India’s NorthEast (NE) comprises
of the states of Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizo-
ram, Nagaland, Sikkim, and Tripura,
also known as the seven sisters. An
ethnically, culturally, and geographi-
cally diverse region, the NE is con-
nected with the rest of the country
through a narrow corridor of approx-
imately 21 kilometres.Within the NE,
connectivityinitiatives are underway,
the most famous being the Bogibeel
bridge that connects Dibrugarh to
Dhemaji, supplementing the Kolia
Bhomora Setu. However,such projects
have long gestation periods, and are
focused on intra-regional connectiv-
ity.Air connectivity, therefore, contin-
ues to be the fastest and most eco-
nomical means.

This connectivity challenge was
partly addressed by the poorly
thought-out Route Dispersal Guide-
lines (RDGs). But, in a classic case of
intent versus impact, airlines started

PANDEY

Former advisor, Centre for Aviation
(CAPA). Views are personal

plying on these routes for compliance
rather than connectivity. As such,
most airlines include routes that had
high demand—Srinagar, Jammu,
Guwahati, and Bagdogra—in their
network.The structure of the network
can be adjusted to ensure compliance.

When this did not work, the govern-
ment,in 2016, launched the regional
connectivity scheme UDAN. This
included subsidies for NE routes. How-
ever,there have been few

takers. In the fouritera- I ———

tions of UDAN, UDAN-1
did not have any routes
in the NE; UDAN-2 con-
nected Tezpur, Jorhat,
Lilabari, and Pakyong
(Tezpur and Pakyong
operations have since
ceased); UDAN-3 con-
nected Lilabari, Guwa-
hati, Imphal, and Dima-
pur route, but all have
been loss-making; and

fromthe NElisted as pri-
ority areas, and an additional 23
unserved airports.Several airlines have
attempted to start operations in the
NE, but without much success.
Airlinks are critical to the NE from a
strategicand development perspective.
AirIndiacurrently has 289 daily flights
servicing 57 domestic destinations.
These include seven cities in the North
East.AllianceAir,an Air India subsidiary,
has 111 flights daily,servicing the seven
destinations in the North East. These
include Guwahati, North Lakhimpur,
Tezpur, Pasighat, Imphal, Shillong,and

In the event of a
sale of Air India, any
buyer will almost
certainly revisit the
airline network, and
the NE routes,
which are operating
at a cash-loss, are
sure to be pruned
UDAN-4 has sixairports —m—————

Dimapur. Some of the Alliance Air
flightsare operated underan MoUwith
the North Eastern Council (NEC) and get
funding support.Interestingly,Alliance
hasnot turned a profit forseveral years,
and mostrecent estimates pegitslosses
upwards of X250 crore.

The NE flights, for the most part,
are loss-making due to cyclical
demand, irrational cost structure,
and low passenger volumes. In the
event of a sale of Air India,
any buyerwill almost cer-
tainly revisit the airline
network; the NE routes,
which all estimates indi-
cate are operating at a
cash-loss, will surely be
pruned.Airports that will
lose connectivity com-
pletely include Lakhim-
pur and Tezpur in Assam,
and Pasighat in
Arunachal Pradesh. In
others, such as Shillong
and Mizoram, private
operators like Indigo and
Go Air will gain a monopoly status,
which will impact pricing.

This poses a challenge for the gov-
ernment because the North East needs
to be integrated with the rest of the
country—this has been a core focus
area politically, socially, and economi-
cally. The focus, thus, is enhanced,
rather than reduced, connectivity.

As the privatisation or shutdown
deadline for Air India nears, connec-
tivity to the North East cannot be
overlooked.And, this may force a revi-
sion of sorts.

delineates the role
and responsibilities
of nominee directors

and Board.In the absence
of such observations, are
those decisions per se
invalid, or will third-par-
tieswhoacted upon them
continue to exercise
rights, notwithstanding
the declaration of illegal-
ity by the NCLAT? Experts will invoke
the doctrine of ‘indoor management’to
opine that third parties, which are not
concerned with the correctness of the
composition the board, would not be
affected by (past) acts of the erstwhile
Board. There is no assurance that past
actions will not be revisited in a man-
ner that has a bearing on the rights of
third parties. This is a crucial aspect
that NCLAT ought to have addressed.
Finally, we wonder if the order is prac-
tical in terms of its implementation.
Historically, in such situations, com-
pany tribunals have tried to find a
workable solution, like a group of
majority shareholders buying the
minority, for instance. How practical is
it for Cyrus Mistry to return, and will
that be aworkable solution for the Tata
Group? Perhaps, both sides may work
out an ‘out of court’settlement.

LETTERS TO

THE EDITOR

Partial victory

The massive student-led protests
against the Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA) and National Register of
Citizens (NRC) have already
achieved partial victory in that they
have convinced people of the
wrongness of CAA and NRC,
including leading chief ministers of
various states to decline from
participating in the exercise, and
forced prime minister Narendra
Modi to contradict his second-in-
command Amit Shah on the NRC.
Now, it will be extremely difficult for
the Modi government to go against
public opinion, which is clearly anti-
CAA and NRC. The government of
the day, or Parliament, for that
matter, cannot ride roughshod over
"We, the People". PM Modi, who
made the veiled communal remark
that arsonists can be identified by
their clothes, has been forced into a
climb-down on his government's ill-
conceived moves, even making a
statement that pan-India NRC was
never on the table. The strength of
the protests has forced the PM to
put on hold what was planned as a
major step towards India's
transmutation into a Hindu Rashtra.
Nevertheless, he has not yet come
out with an assurance that his
government has decided to shelve
the NRC exercise. Perhaps, he
refuses to rule it as his party has to
defer to parent RSS's wish. We
expect and hope that the
nationwide protests will persuade
the Modi government to shelve
CAA and NRC, and stay away from
divisive issues. Instead, we hope it
strengthens national unity and tries
to carry through with its promise to
usher in acche din, raising the
country's happiness index.

— G David Milton, Maruthancode
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India’s

lost year

This was a year where India could have turned
a corner, with political stability and economic
recovery. Instead, the year has been lost. It is
possible that India’s rulers will make some
course corrections, and rethink what is
important for making India truly great (which

N RETROSPECT, THE arc of events
inIndiain 2019 seems predictable.
Early in the year, political events
afforded the government with an
opportunity to highlight external
threats in the general election cam-
paign. This was arguably a major factor
in giving the ruling party an unassail-
able majority,and seemingly,a mandate
to accelerate its political and societal
agenda. Indeed, this is what has hap-
pened, with actions that are well-
known, including the peripheries of
Kashmir and the Northeast, but ulti-

is at the heart of their vision)

mately reaching at the heart of the idea
of Indian democracy.

Meanwhile, the economy has contin-
ued to falter, with the government
seemingly always a step or two behind
inwhat needs tobe done torestore both
confidence and growth. There was an
interim Budget before the election,a full
one after, but each with policy changes
that seemed to deal with symptomsand
not causes, to be reactive rather than
proactive,and never quite enough.

This month is seeing nationwide
protests against the latest political

moves of the government, with young
people leading the way in some cases.
Their protests are driven by a concern
forthe kind of country theyare going to
live in for the majority of their lives.
Other protests are motivated by fears of
competition from immigrants. The
protests are being met with police vio-
lence and internet shutdowns. It is not
hard to see that the ebbing of hope in
the nation’s economic future is con-
nected to both kinds of protests.India’s
potential demographic dividend is out
in the streets, decrying the creation of
fear and uncertainty about their
futures, rather than moving forward
with hope. And an atmosphere of fear,
uncertainty, violence and repression, is
not one in which economic progress is
likely to thrive.

The government is clearly pursuing
awell-defined, if narrow, strategic vision
with respect to India’s polity and soci-
ety. It is proving to be bold, relentless,
even rigid, in this pursuit.

ILLUSTRATION: ROHNIT PHORE

Authoritarian regimes have certainly
succeeded economically, but they are
also capable of generating catastrophes.
Rigid and weak democracies may also
allow problems to fester, but the global
evidence suggests that democracies do
better on average, in terms of economic
growth. Nor does India’s current course
bode well for its global standing or its
attractiveness to foreign investors,
notwithstanding the currently strong
stock market.

What is the way out, so that a lost
year does not become a lost decade?
India’s citizens will not get a chance to
render a new verdict nationally for over
four years, though state elections may
help send useful signals to the govern-
ment. But given its current mindset, it
may be that onlya change in that mind-
set will make a difference. What is
remarkable in the current situation is
that India, despite its diversity, is 80%
Hindu.All minorities in India have nav-

igated this dominance,and

There does not seem to he o the country’s political and

room for debate and dis-
cussion with respect to
policy choices and imple-
mentation. Centralisation
and concentration of deci-
sion-making are not
favourable conditions for
the complex economic
policy making, let alone
defining priorities. The
post-election statements
of thevice-chairman of the
NITI Aayog, regarding a
priority list of “big bang”

The economy has
continued to falter,
with the
government
seemingly always a
step or two behind
in what needs to be
done to restore
both confidence
and growth

constitutional structures
implicitly incorporated
this imbalance, without
making it intolerable for
minorities. Despite many
imperfections and
inequities, the Indian
model seemed to be rea-
sonably stable, and a basis
for finally making serious
economic progress.
Instead of building
confidence and trust by
embracing and strength-

reforms, seem like 3 I —— ————————— cningthe positive features

mirage at this stage. Even
the pollution that choked northern
India in November,harming millions of
people because of poorly understood
and managed economic policies, has
been overshadowed, even forgotten.
This was a year where India could
have turned a corner, with political sta-
bility and economic recovery. Instead,
theyear has been lost. It is possible that
India’s rulers will make some course
corrections, and rethink what is impor-
tant for making India truly great (which
is at the heart of their vision).
Butitisjustas possible that matters
will be allowed to go on as they are pro-
ceeding, with the government’s power
overlawand orderand the media allow-
ing it to impose its will. That course is
unlikely to be good for the economy.

of Indian society, recent
political actions have been based on a
mindset of fear and victimhood. Again,
this is remarkable in a nation where
thereis such a firm majority for onereli-
gion, with an associated culture that is
even more pervasive. Other countries
also treat minorities badly, and blame
them unfairly.There is no evidence that
this approach is good for economic
progress, besides its negative implica-
tions forhumanrights.Alost decade for
the economy can stretch out further,
and can be a lost decade for society as
well. Indeed, the arc of history is even
longer, and may bend away from
progress and general well-being for
many decadesatatime.Itisremarkable
and disquieting that India is facing this
prospectas 2019 comes to an end.
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@ INDIAN I-T RATES

Not as high as
they are steep

MURLIDHARAN

The authoris a CA, and a veteran columnist on taxation, finance,
business and commercial laws

Let us start with 2.5% and gradually
increase it by 2.5% for each slab

FLAT RATE OF taxation doesn’t sit well with

income taxation becauseits bottomlineis one-

size-fits-all. One of the fundamental canons of

taxation is tax according to one’s ability or

capacity—greater the income, higher the rate,
the one that creeps up rather than shoots up dangerously.
This ideal is met by progressive rates of taxation.

In 2018, Sweden’s top personal income tax rate was
61.85%,Denmark’swas 55.8%,and Norway’swas 38.52%.
Nordic nations follow a unique brand of capitalism—free
enterprise, right to property, coupled with high rates of
income tax so as to be able to pursue welfare economics
across the board with education and health being univer-
sallyfree.Being peaceniks, they spend verylittle on defence,
with Norway having no defence budget. In comparison, the
Indian maximum marginal rate of 30% is notvery high.On
the contrary,what is questionable and needs immediate cor-
rection are the steep rates of progressive taxes in India—nil
onincome upto X2.5lakh,5% onincomebetween 2.5 lakh
and %5 lakh,20% on income between %5 lakh and 310 lakh,
and 30% on all income in excess of 10 lakh.Of course, these
slabs are tweaked in favour of seniorand very senior citizens.
Now, 5% to 20% is a quantum jump; such leapfrogging is
what encourages splitting of income.

Since income up to %5 lakh is completely tax-free,and it
goes up significantly and steeply once you cross this danger
marK, there is a natural temptation to contrive to reduce
one’s income to just 5 lakh or less. To wit, if one were to
report an income of ¥5.5 lakh, he has to pay 22,500 as
increased by education and health cess of 4%. With some
tax planning, one could have avoided it by knocking off the
extra 50,000 that is sticking out as a sore thumb. Busi-
nessmen in particularand non-salaried class in general who
get considerablelatitudeinarranging their taxaffairswould
seetoit thatthereareas manytaxable unitsas possible,with
each one not reporting more than %5 lakh as income. Such
latitude orleeway is simplynot available to the salaried class.

Contrast thiswith Singapore’s rates,which go up gradu-
ally,almost imperceptibly,from 2%to 3.5%to 7%t011.5%
to 15% to 18% to 19% to 19.5% to 20%,before flattening
outat 229%.Thisisasit should be.In otherwords,the bane of
Indian tax rates is its steepness and not its highness. Let’s
start with 2.5% and gradually raise it by 2.5% at each slab.
Let the maximum marginal rate be 40% or more to com-
pensate partially for the resultant loss of revenue, but let it
kickin at the levels of income beyond 50 lakh or more.

Itisnot only the Narendra Modi regime that is swearing
by welfare economics, but other political parties across the
political divide too are. Therefore, Nordic taxation should
not be difficult to sell to our political class as well as people.

Upping the maximum marginal rate by 10 percentage
points to 40% may not be compensation enough for the loss
of revenue from making our tax rates gradually increasing.
So,we may have toresort to other forms of direct taxes.Indi-
rect taxesincluding GST are regressive,impacting as theydo
adversely the poor.Wealth tax may have to stage a comeback,
albeit with a generous exemption thrown in. Late finance
minister Arun Jaitley threw the baby out with the bath water
when he abolished wealth tax in the 2015 Budget on the
irrational ground that the collections therefrom were hardly
enough even to justify on cost of collection touchstone. He
should have realised that the fault with the then wealth tax
regime was its selectivity—just six types of assets were tar-
geted—whereas it ought to have targeted all assets. There is
no reason why there shouldn’t be wealth tax of 2% on net
wealth in excess of X2 crore after exempting residential
property or properties up toanother X2 crore.No oneis going
toresent it when it is reasonable.

Estate duty too should stage a comeback.Ithasbeenina
suspended animation since 1985. Some states in the US
impose estate duty or its variant inheritance tax almost at
penal rates, close to 50% on the ground that nobody should
get properties on a platter. A 10% estate duty on estate in
excess of I5 crore cannot be assailed as excessive or unrea-
sonable.Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman should ratio-
nalise our direct taxes regime as above. When she does so,
the charge of high rates of income tax would become muted.

ITH MULTI-YEAR high
imports during FY19
estimated at 226.5
million tonnes,Indiais
third-largest importer
of crude oil,and likely to soon become the
second largest.Crude oil also being the sec-
ond-largest import item amounting to
$112 billion, nearly 25% of India’s gross
importsin FY19,contributes significantly
to trade and current account deficits,and
addstothevulnerabilities associated with
abuyerinan oligopolistic market for crude
oil—wherein supplies are managed to
meet the price expectations of producers.
If imports of estimated 1,660 million
barrels is hedged with an option position
of, say, $64 per barrel of Indian basket
crude oil (prevailing at the time of Budget
2018-19), the option premium payment
obligation for one year call with an annu-
alised volatility as in FY19 and a risk-free
interest rate of 6.6% (3 64-days T-bill rate)
tantamounts to X64,915 crore. Against
this, the average price of Indian basket
crude oil based on actual imports during
2018-19 stood about $70 (69.88), result-
ingin an additional cost of 73,083 crore
to the economic stakeholders. This illus-
trates a potential direct saving of about
X8,168 crore with hedging using a call
option.What are the other benefits?
Researchers estimate a 10% increase
in crude oil will impact economic growth
numbers by 0.1-0.15%.Besides, thereisa
strong correlation between the inflation
parameters such as WPI (0.83) and CPI
(0.8)with the price of Indian crude basket.
Nowonder,as unhedged energy exposure
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Towards crude oil
price hedging

What a hedged crude oil exposure
would mean for the Indian economy

SHUNMUGAM

The author is head, Research, MCX. Views are personal

would tend to permeate in various ways
into the pricing of various goods and ser-
vices that form part of inflation numbers.

The estimated average price of crude
purchases by oil marketing companies
(OMCs) gets factored into various budget
estimates, including the subsidy bill.
Therefore,a hedged price of crude oil and
anaverage of the samewill provide forbet-
ter stability to budgetary estimates and
can provide for well-planned, low-cost
fund-raising by the government and busi-
nesses. A stable and predictable pricing
regime will also result in lower inflation,
especially when crude and its derivative
products together directly account for
13.25% and 4.4% of the wholesale and

consumer price index, respectively, and
indirectly get priced in most goods and
services, through cost transmissions
through services and logistics that are
energy-intensive, such as transportation.
An RBI study (Mint Street Memo #17,Jan-
uary 2019) suggests that a rise of crude
prices by $10 can push inflation up by
about 49 basis points and the fiscal deficit
by about 43 basis points. To the common
man, a stable crude oil price regime can
translateinto stable fuel spend and, there-
fore, stable expenses and savings.
Animportant positive externality from
contained inflation with hedged crude
prices is a stable interest rate regime,
which moderates borrowing costs. Empir-

ical analysis of the past 5-year trends in
inflation and interest rates indicates
strong correlation between consumer
price inflation and government borrow-
ing rates—both short-term 91-day T-bill
(0.64)and long-term 10-year G-Sec(0.71).
With monetary policy largely dependent
on the expected inflationary scenario for
setting up of policy rates, the imported
inflation due to pass-through of unhedged
volatility in crude oil prices may drive
domestic rates up, increasing borrowing
costs as seen in the high crude price
regimes during 2011-15. A back-of-the-
envelope calculation indicates that a
reduction in inflation by 50bps is likely to
resultin savings of 32,300 croreininterest

costs on government borrowing.

their exposure and pass on the cost of

Besides,as energyand related sectors—
refining, transportation, synthetic fibres,
aviation, fertilisers, plastics—constitute
about 15% of GDP,any instabilityin crude
pricesimpacts these sectors.Unhedged oil
price not onlyleads toactual price pass-on,
but also the pass-on of premiums arising
out of price expectations of market partic-
ipants,a combination that canamplify the
volatility impact on prices of goods and
services as they pass through several
hands before they are consumed. It is the
reason fleet operators,including most air-
lines in the developed world with healthy
balance sheets,hedge their fuel exposure,
providing for competitive pricing.

The culture of hedging is associated
not only with the availability of suitable
financial instruments,but alsowith access
to such instruments, besides the knowl-
edge of hedging,a state mandate,a friend-
lier accounting regime, a regulatory
requirement for risk and risk manage-
ment reporting, etc. In the absence of all
these,hedging is rare and random among
businesses, which explains why crude oil
prices are highly correlated with inflation
in India unlike in developed economies.

Another important positive external-
ity from stable crude prices is stable
exchange rate regime brought in by cer-
tainty and predictability to external trade
deals and hence current account deficit.

With an understanding of the benefits
of hedging crude oil prices, the question is
how to fund the cost of hedging? Three
possible policy options maybe considered.

The first is to mandate OMCs to hedge

hedging to consumers in the form of a
hedging cess either directly or through
appropriate fiscal measures. The second
option would be to raise public funds
through oilbondsatadiscounted rateand
a bonus linked to favourable crude oil
prices movements (a 10% of MTM profits
from favourable movement of prices).The
third is to mandate all major user indus-
tries to gradually move towards hedging
their crude oil exposures and pass the costs
related to hedging to consumers.

In reality, finding a bank or treasury to
offerall related hedge cover needs will not
be possible and the samewould need tobe
cultivated over a period of time through
constant engagements in energy markets
to seek option writer/OTC hedge provider
institutions with the backing of appropri-
ate market instruments. Meanwhile, it is
crucial to develop domestic financial insti-
tutions and businesses to provide hedged
covers to stakeholders in Indian energy
markets, providing for development of
domestic markets for OTC products.

Given the $5-trillion ambitions and a
heavy dependence on crude oil imports,
energy volatility would remain a key hur-
dle for the economy till cost-efficient
hedge instruments are popularised. Hedg-
ing against volatility of imported energy
products would not only stabilise spend-
ing on energy products,but also safeguard
against currency and interest rate insta-
bility, and safeguarding country’s energy
requirements against the impact of
unpredictable geopolitics and the inter-
ests of producer groups.
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INVOLVES US ALL

DON’T PROTEST IN UP

Anti-CAA mobilisations have taken the highest toll in Uttar
Pradesh. Adityanath government has much to answer for

HE CIVIC PROTESTS against the controversial Citizenship Amendment Act

(CAA)reported from cities across the country have been largely peaceful, bar-

ring in states ruled by the BJP — and especially in Uttar Pradesh. UP has seen

the maximum violence, accounting for 17 of the 24 deaths reported so far. As
this newspaper has reported, 14 of the 16 who lost their lives, all Muslims, died due to bul-
let injuries from firearms. Subsequently, there has been official confirmation that one
person in Bijnor was killed in police firing. Reports are trickling in of the brutal police ac-
tion inside the campus of Aligarh Muslim University, including in hostels; at least six stu-
dents have been hospitalised with grievous injuries. There are serious questions con-
cerning the conduct of the UP police and state administration and about how much their
actions have contributed to the escalation in violence.

The right to assemble and protest peacefully is guaranteed by India’s Constitution.
That thousands of people, particularly young people, belonging to diverse faiths, re-
gions, ethnicity and language, have chosen to contest the CAA despite the tame response
from political parties is a sign of the argumentativeness of Indian democracy. However,
the UP administration seems to be unabashedly unmindful of democratic niceties. Its
tone has been confrontational; it has refused to allow any outlet for people to express
their disagreement with the controversial Act. The government has detained thousands
of people, including human rights activists such as retired IPS officer S R Darapuri and
lawyer MohammadShoaib, banned mobilisations and curtailed the internet. The lan-
guage used by UP Chief Minister Adityanath when the protests intensified — that his
administration would extract “badla” (revenge) for the violence — does not befit a per-
son holding high public office; it may even have set the template for the UP police to
use excessive force against protestors. The fact is the UP police in the Adityanath regime
has had a notorious record of ignoring due process while enforcing law and order. Officials
have admitted to over 3,500 police encounters and nearly 80 killings of alleged crimi-
nals in a period of over two years, forcing the Supreme Court to intervene.

The UP government must rethink its adversarial strategy towards the citizens’ free-
dom of expression, including the right to express disagreement. In this, it could take a
cue from another BJP government. After the CAA protests in Mangalore turned violent and
resulted in the death of two persons in police firing, Karnataka Chief Minister B S
Yeddyurappa ordered a magisterial inquiry into the incident. Adityanath, too, should or-
der a probe into the charges of police brutality against protestors in UP.

TRUMPING TRUMP

2020 s going to be a bitter year in US politics. India will
recognise its own reflection in parts of it

ONALD TRUMP HAS become the third US President to be impeached by

the House of Representatives, and like them, in all likelihood, he will be ac-

quitted in the Senate. The House, controlled by the Democrats, voted for

his impeachment on two articles. The first article relates to the abuse of
power, by putting pressure on the Ukrainian president — by refusing to meet him and
release military aid — unless he began an inquiry against Democratic presidential candi-
date Joe Biden’s son’s business interests in that country. The second relates to obstruct-
ing the work of Congress, with Trump charged for threatening witnesses in the congres-
sional inquiry into the abuse of power. The House expectedly voted along party lines, and
so will the Republican-controlled Senate.

This was well known before the process began. The Republican leader in the Senate
had made it clear that he would do everything in his power to acquit the president. The
Democratic argument for going ahead with a process that would be futile has been that
Trump’s transgressions are so egregious that an impeachment by the House was neces-
sary in order to uphold the US Constitution. Now, in anticipation of the defeat in the
Senate, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi has decided to delay the inevitable by not sending
the Articles to the Senate, thus leaving Trump in the limbo of an inconclusive impeach-
ment. She also hopes that in his eagerness to have his name cleared expeditiously, he will
force the Senate to accept conditions that the Democrats want met for the trial.

If all this seems somewhat familiar to Indians, it is because the US is about as bitterly
polarised between Republicans and Democrats over the Trump presidency as India is
between Hindutva and non-Hindutva politics in the Narendra Modi regime. Pelosi’s de-
termination to have Trump impeached in the House in the name of the Constitution, but
place a hold on sending it to the Senate, smacks of a kind of shortsighted politics that also
plagues the Opposition in this country. It backfires, and provides the intended target the
opportunity to play victim. Trump and his supporters will make much of the denial of
the opportunity to defend himself immediately. Plus, with his candidature for a second
termon course, he has about a year of campaign meetings in which to unleash his defence
in the ways he does, and consolidate his Republican base. 2020 is going to be a bitter year
in US politics. India will recognise its own reflection in some parts of it.

FREE VERSE

Poetry is metrical emotion, and protests like those unfolding
today its most productive nurseries

OW DO YOU name the nameless? With poetry. It gives courage in the face
of nameless dread and rallies hearts and minds against the violent might
of governments. “I am the people — the mob — the crowd — the mass,”
wrote Carl Sandburg, reversing the power differential, and pointing out
that Napoleons and Lincolns are born among the people. How do you keep movements
going when they flag in the face of insuperable odds? Poetry helps, a lightning rod for
dissatisfaction and anger that touches everyone, and ignites whatever it touches.

In India, the movement against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act and the applica-
tion of the National Register of Citizens nationwide has raised a fresh crop of protest po-
etry, mostly from younger voices like Amir Aziz, Varun Grover and Sabika Abbas Naqvi.
In Assam, which encountered the NRC first, it had re-energised Miyan poetry, a tradition
almost as old as India, which expresses the angst of immigrants from across the eastern
border. Now, in the span of one week, protest poetry has become a national phenome-
non. Along with new work, old favourites like Rahat Indori, Basheer Badr and Ram Prasad
Bismil are thundering forth from loudspeakers. And interestingly, classics from Pakistan
are being received by crowds at least as well as domestic poems.

Absolute power need only fear subversion, whose sharpest weapons are poetry and
humour. Both have risen to the occasion. It is unlikely that the protests will come to noth-
ing, since movements powered by public anger, and without a central command which
can be conveniently decapitated, are notoriously hard to put down. But even if it cannot
secure the repeal of the problematic Act, the movement will have compiled an outstand-
ing body of protest poetry and black humour. The great poets of Black protest like Audrey
Lorde and Langston Hughes would have loved it.

N
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India’s young have picked up mantle of an older
battle — for a country that is equal, just and kind
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WORDLY WISE
UNLESS SOMEONE LIKE YOU CARES A WHOLE AWFUL

LOT, NOTHING IS GOING TO GET BETTER. IT’S NOT.
— DR SEUSS

Look who'’s fighting

HARSH M ANDER

THE SURGE OF protests in every corner of the
country against the Citizenship Amendment
Act and the National Register of Citizens will
be remembered as an iridescent, significant
moment in the journey of the republic. This
is because these are, at their core, popular
moral assertions founded on fraternity of the
kind we have not seen for along time. People
are spilling onto the streets offering hope,
solidarity and reassurance to those threat-
ened by the politics of hate and fear. The
protests mark a collective rejection of the
toxic politics and policies that have come to
dominate our public life in recent years.

The ruling establishment has responded
with its well-used playlist of attempting to
communalise and discredit the protestors;
to confuse people with falsehoods; and to
deploy crushing state force. But this time,
none of it is working. The police brutalised
students in the two national universities
identified with India’s Muslim heritage,
Jamia Millia Islamia and Aligarh Muslim
University. But the same night that news fil-
tered in of injured Jamia students rounded
up in police stations in Delhi, spontaneously
large crowds gathered in the cold night out-
side the police headquarters and various po-
lice stations, and they refused to move until
the police was forced to release the students.
Students and faculty from more than 50 uni-
versities around the country gave their sup-
port. Sleep-deprived lawyers keep vigil every
night outside police stations where protest-
ers are detained.

The prime minister taunted the protes-
tors, saying he could identify them by the
clothes they wear, an unmistakable reference
to their Muslim identity. In response, people
of every visible identity joined the protests,
interspersed with people in skullcaps and hi-
jabs proudly waving the national flag, confi-
dent and spurred by the solidarity of their
countrywomen and men. Young people,
with funny creative posters, slogans and
songs, began waging a non-violent battle for
a country founded on love and hope.

In recent years, for the first time, I had
found my optimism ebbing. My personal
politics have always been grounded in a
dogged, even naive optimism, of the in-
evitability of human goodness, the belief that
hatred and tyranny will not prevail. But dur-
ing our journeys of the Karwan e Mohabbat

The protests have already
won. They have succeeded in
rendering a national NRC
highly improbable. This is an
enormous victory, because it
was the combination of the
CAA with the NRC which
threatened to thrust India’s
200 million Muslims into
the same vortex of dread and
insecurity which has been
the fate of Bengali-origin
Assamese people for the past
several years. Even allies who
cynically voted with the
ruling party in support of the
CAA have now announced,
influenced by the popular
revulsion, that they would
not implement the NRC.
Several states, including
Bengal, Bihar, Kerala,
Odisha, Rajasthan and
Andhra Pradesh, have ruled
out the NRC. Many more
will surely join in the

coming days.

to families stricken by lynching, we found
mobs, mostly of young people, targeting
Muslim and Dalit victims with an inexplica-
ble cruelty, proudly videotaping their brutal
slaying of defenceless persons. No one came
forward to save them. The police would en-
courage the mobs and criminalise the vic-
tims. The BJP was able to politically margin-
alise the Muslims by uniting every other
caste and religious group in a pact of hate
against them. [ began to dread that India was
trapped in a long dark night of hate. The
protests led by young people celebrating
Hindu-Muslim unity and the equal rights of
people of every identity have reignited my
hope. I am sure millions across India feel in-
fected by this same optimism.

The import of this moment is thatitis, in
its spirit, the continuance of a battle which
began 100 years ago. Mahatma Gandhi had
returned from South Africa to lead India’s
freedom struggle, illuminated by a humane
and inclusive nationalism, and the idea of a
country which would welcome as equal cit-
izens people of every faith and identity. The
Hindu Mahasabha and the RSS had a differ-
ent imagination, of a Hindu nation in which
religious minorities would be forced tolive as
second-class citizens. The Muslim League,
too, was convinced that Muslim minorities
could never achieve equality and security ex-
ceptina separate Muslim-majority country.
Those holding power today seem deter-
mined to prove that Gandhiji was wrong,and
Savarkar and Jinnah were right. Young
Indians, 70 years after Mahatma Gandhi was
killed for this idea, and Babasaheb Ambedkar
incorporated the idea of secularism and fra-
ternity into our Constitution, have picked up
the mantle of this same battle for a country
which is equal, just and kind.

The protests have led to perceptible un-
ease in the ruling establishment. The Uttar
Pradesh administration declares war on its
Muslim citizens. The PM tries to defend his
government with bare-faced falsehoods. He
claims that his government never spoke of a
national NRC, whereas Home Minister Amit
Shah had announced it repeatedly in
Parliament and outside, linking it with the
CAA, signalling unmistakably that Hindus
would be protected, but not Muslims. He
adds that India has no detention centres,
whereas I have entered these hell-like cen-

tres in Assam; Shah announced that states
have been asked to build detention centres;
and the construction of such centres is un-
derway in many states.

The protests have already won. They have
succeeded in rendering a national NRC
highly improbable. This is an enormous vic-
tory, because it was the combination of the
CAA with the NRC which threatened to
thrust India’s 200 million Muslims into the
same vortex of dread and insecurity which
has been the fate of Bengali-origin Assamese
people for the past several years. Even allies
who cynically voted with the ruling party in
support of the CAA have now announced, in-
fluenced by the popular revulsion, that they
would not implement the NRC. Several
states, including Bengal, Bihar, Kerala, Odisha,
Rajasthan and Andhra Pradesh, have ruled
out the NRC. Many more will surely join in
the coming days.

If the Union government still stubbornly
perseveres with the NRC, it will create a con-
stitutional crisis, because the NRC can be op-
erationalised only through the state machin-
ery. The Union government may dismiss
recalcitrant state governments, but how
many will it dismiss, and how many times?

High civic vigilance is still imperative.
Work on the National Population Register
has already commenced, and this is the first
step to the NRC. If states are serious about not
implementing the NRC, they would have to
also refuse to conduct the NPR. So far, only
the Kerala government has announced that
itwill not allow even the NPR. A countrywide
civil disobedience movement, with every cit-
izen boycotting the NPR and the NRC by re-
fusing to share any information or docu-
ments, will be the most robust defence.

Will the protests endure? It is still too
early to know. But even if the protests end,
they would have demonstrated that the
agenda of the ruling formation to transform
India into its majoritarian imagination is not
invincible. That their project to isolate Indian
Muslims to the political and social margins
has failed. They would have placed the
brakes on India’s frightening descent into a
republic of hate and fear. They would have
shown that there are enough Indians who
still believe in a country of hope and love.

Mander is human rights worker and writer

THE PEGASUS MOMENT

Revelations of hacking call for arelook at India’s surveillance regime

GURSHABAD GROVER AND TANAYA RAJWADE

IN EARLY NOVEMBER, it became clear that
several lawyers and human rights activists
had been targeted by spyware that allowed
attackers unfettered access to information
stored on victims’ phones. On November 29,
in the Rajya Sabha, the Minister of
Electronics and Information Technology was
repeatedly asked whether any Indian
agency had commissioned the attack vec-
tor “Pegasus” that was used in the attacks
from the Israeli firm NSO. Where a categor-
ical response would have sufficed, the min-
ister chose to muddy the waters through
vague assertions such as “standard operat-
ing procedures have been followed”.

There are cogent reasons pointing to-
wards an Indian law enforcement agency’s
hand in procuring Pegasus. First, NSO main-
tains that it only sells services and software
to state agencies. Second, some of the
known Indian targets of the vulnerability are
human rights activists. These individuals
work on India-specific issues and hardly
qualify as serious threats in the eyes of a for-
eign government.

The government derives some of its
powers to conduct electronic surveillance
from Section 69 of the Information
Technology (IT) Act. The procedures for such
surveillance are defined in the IT (Procedure
and Safeguards for Interception, Monitoring
and Decryption of Information) Rules, 2009.

With the popularity of end-
to-end encryption,
surveillance may require the
exploitation of
vulnerabilities on end-users’
devices. The Pegasus
snoopgate is an opportune
moment to revisit the legal
framework governing the
state surveillance
framework. First, it is crucial
to dismantle state agencies
that run surveillance
operations despite lacking
statutory authority. For
other agencies, there is an
urgent need to introduce
judicial and parliamentary
oversight.

Itis these rules, and not the parent Act that
define the terms “interception” and “moni-
toring” as “acquisition of the contents of any
information through the use of any means”
and “to view or to inspect or listen to or
record information”, respectively. These all-
encompassing definitions seemingly per-
mit authorised law enforcement agencies to
use Pegasus-like tools.

However, the IT Act also penalises unau-
thorised access to computers without the
owner’s permission. These provisions,
namely section 43 and 66, do not carve out
an exception for law enforcement agencies.
As lawyer Raman Chima highlighted recently,
any action explicitly prohibited under the Act
cannot be justified by procedures laid out in
subordinate legislation. Therefore, no law en-
forcement agency can “hack” devices, though
they may “intercept” or “monitor” through
other means. Additionally, the Supreme
Court’s privacy verdict held any invasion of
privacy by the state must be based on a law.
As some of the agencies authorised to con-
duct surveillance (like the Intelligence
Bureau) do not have statutory backing, sur-
veillance by them is unconstitutional.

The use of spyware gives the state access
to private conversations, including privileged
communications with lawyers. Such an in-
fringement of rights may be justified for mil-
itants suspected of actively planning an

armed attack. For academicians and human
rights activists, the use of broad surveillance
without any evidence or anticipation of such
activities is unfathomable in a democracy.

With the popularity of end-to-end en-
cryption, surveillance may require the ex-
ploitation of vulnerabilities on end-users’ de-
vices. The Pegasus snoopgate is an opportune
moment to revisit the legal framework gov-
erning the state surveillance framework. It is
crucial to dismantle state agencies that run
surveillance operations despite lacking statu-
tory authority. For other agencies, there is a
need to introduce judicial and parliamentary
oversight. Depending on the concerns of law
enforcement, it may be necessary to enact
legislation permitting “hacking” into devices
on extremely limited grounds.

Unfortunately, the government has
taken a massive leap backwards by ignoring
the standards laid down by the Supreme
Court and Justice Srikrishna Committee’s
recommendations, and introducing uncon-
stitutional surveillance enablers in the Data
Protection Bill. Now is the time for
Parliament to guarantee the privacy and se-
curity of Indians.

Grover and Rajwade are researchers at the
Centre for Internet and Society (CIS). Views
are personal. Disclosure: CISis a recipient of

research grants from Facebook
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REVISED PLAN

THE PLANNING COMMISSION released the
revised draft of the Sixth Plan (1978-83), en-
visaging an outlay of Rs 71,000 crore in the
public sector, against Rs Rs 9,380 crore esti-
mated in the earlier draft. It carries a rider
from the Deputy Chairman of the
Commission, DT Lakdawala, who says in the
preface to the document that a further in-
crease in the outlay will be called for if prices
continue torise above the 1978-79 level. Since
prices have actually spurted during 1979-80,
an upward revision of the outlay appears to
be a certainty. The revised draft envisages an
overall economic growth rate of 4.7 per cent.
Agricultural output is estimated to rise at an

annual average rate of 3.8 per cent and indus-
trial production at seven per cent.

CONGRESS TO STAY

THE CONGRESS IS not to pull out its minis-
ters from the caretaker government, headed
by Charan Singh, at the Centre. Talking to
journalists near Jaipur, Congress President
Devraj Urs said that “Having accepted the re-
sponsibility at the Centre, we will not aban-
donitjust on the eve of the election.” When
asked about the possibility of withdrawing
the Congress ministers from the Centre, Urs
quipped that “how many days are left now?
Today is December 24 and there is every pos-
sibility of the installation of a new govern-

ment at the Centre by January 10. So why
withdraw,” he added.

EXPUNGE JUDGMENT

THE UNION GOVERNMENT has appealed to
the Supreme Court vacation judge, Justice P
N Bhagwati, for the expunging of certain re-
marks made by Delhi High Court Judge TP S
Chawla in his judgment quashing prosecu-
tions against Indira Gandhi and Pranab
Mukherjee for refusing to take the oath be-
fore the Shah Commission. The government
has asked for the expunction of 204 pages
out of the 347 pages of the judgment on the
ground that certain remarks were “unwar-
ranted, unnecessary and irrelevant”.
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An economic price to pay

The politics of exclusion and disenfranchisement is hurting investment and the cooperative
spirit — the building blocks on which an economy functions

ECONOMIC GRAFFITI
BY KAUSHIK BASU

WITH INDIA'’S DEEP political troubles, and
protest marches breaking out all over the
country, it may seem odd to be writing on
economics. Yet, it would also be wrong not to.
India’s economy is now spiraling downwards,
and there is an urgent need for corrective ac-
tion. Hence, despite my initial misgivings, |
devote this column to India’s economy and
what the hard numbers tell.

The signs of an economic slowdown were
visible from 2017. But, the numbers on the
economy that have emerged over the past
few months are alarming. The contours of the
problem are visible from the broad macro-
economic aggregates. From 2004, India got
used to being referred to as one of the world’s
fastest-growing economies, and indeed, it
was, for a few years, among three or four of
the fastest-growing economies in the world.
If we take the latest official growth rate figure
of 4.5 per cent released by the government,
and insert this in the chart of all countries’
growth rates for 2019 constructed by the IMF,
India is no longer in the top three or four. In
fact, it is not in the top 30 or 40. This is an
alarming drop in rank. Further, the nation’s
investment-to-GDP ratio is declining, and
non-oil exports are actually shrinking. One
strong indicator of the overall growth slow-
down s electricity generation. Electricity gen-
eration growth is now lowest in at least three
decades. Itis even lower than what happened
during the big economic crisis of 1991. In
October this year, electricity output con-
tracted by 12.2 per cent.

Whatis of greater concernis not just these
broad, economy-wide parameters, but what
the more micro-data reveal. The use of so-
phisticated statistical techniques for collect-
ing data pertaining to ordinary people’s eco-
nomic well-being were designed in India by
the physicist-turned-statistician, P C
Mahalanobis. With encouragement from
Jawaharlal Nehru, this method has been used
inIndia to collect detailed data by the National
Statistical Office (NSO) on household con-
sumption and savings every five years. India
isa global pioneer in this area. The 68th round
of data collection happened in 2011-12 and
the numbers were made available soon there-
after. But, the latest round of data, pertaining
to 2017-18, has been held back from release.

There are, however, economists who have
been using statistics from the leaked draft re-
port. One of the most comprehensive and con-
vincing analysis, done by S Subramanian of the
Madras Institute of Development Studies,
gives a “depressing message on the economy”.
Between 2011-12 and 2017-18, the percent-
age of people living below the poverty line has
actually increased from 31 per cent to 35 per
cent. Thisis very unusual since India has been,
for quite some time, on a trajectory of high, but
diminishing poverty. Between 2011-12 and
2017-18, for Indians living in rural areas (a vast
majority), consumption has not just slowed
down, but fallen. On a per capita basis, people
are now consuming 8.8 per cent less than
what they were doing five years ago.

How do we square the fact that while India

is still growing (even though slower than be-
fore), large segments are actually getting
worse off? This is because, from all accounts,
inequality is getting worse. Credit Suisse has
recently published data showing thatin 2018,
the richest 1 per cent Indians owned 53 per
cent of all the wealth in the country. The gov-
ernment’s official data, released as part of the
Periodic Labour Force Survey Report 2017-18,
shows that the country’s unemployment rate
has not been this high in 45 years. Since un-
employment disproportionately hurts the
poor, the gap between the rich and the pooris
growing; and not just that, the rural poor are
actually becoming poorer.

In short, the ground reality is grim, and it
is the poor who are paying the biggest price.
While policymakers no doubt have many ur-
gent matters on hand, | would urge them not
toignore these festering wounds of the econ-
omy. As a short-run measure, we have to use
and even strengthen some instruments of in-
tervention that we already have in hand, such
as the rural employment guarantee pro-
gramme, so that the immediate hardship of
those worst hit by the crisis is ameliorated.
This has to be backed up with fiscal and mon-
etary policies to revive growth and spread it
better. For this, the main need is not money,
butideas and intelligent policy design, which
have been in short supply. There is enough
talent residing in India that can fill this gap in
government. But to draw in talent we have to

The main need is not money,
but ideas and intelligent
policy design, which have
been in short supply. There is
enough talent residing in
India that can fill this gap in
government. But to draw in
talent we have to allow for
dissenting opinion, which in
recent times has been
anathema.

CR Sasikumar

allow for dissenting opinion, which in recent
times has been anathema.

There is, however, a longer-run problem
that goes beyond monetary and fiscal poli-
cies. There s currently a trust deficit in India,
which has been caused by the growing poli-
tics of hate and disenfranchisement. This is
hurting investment and the cooperative spirit
— the building blocks on which an economy
functions. What economists do not like to
dwell on and what Karl Polanyi had noted a
long time ago is that the economy is ulti-
mately embedded in society, institutions and
politics. When these are damaged, the econ-
omy begins to stall. It is like the plumbing in
ahome. We are unaware of its importance as
long as it functions fine. It is only when it mal-
functions that we realise its great significance.
Once theimmediate fall-out of the slowdown
has been managed using standard economic
policies, we shall have to turn to the harder
task of rebuilding institutions and the coop-
erative spirit. Watching the current protests
in which large numbers of Indians of all reli-
gions are standing together, refusing to ac-
cept the missives of hate, one sees a glimmer
of hope that the cooperative spirit in the na-
tion is alive, and that in turn gives hope for
economic progress in the future.

The writer is C Marks Professor at Cornell
University and former Chief Economist and
Senior Vice President, World Bank

Firm policy, gentle politics

Vajpayee’s humility made him a man of the people and won over adversaries

RAM MADHAV

LEADERS ARE REMEMBERED for their ora-
tory. Martin Luther King is remembered for
his “I have a dream” speech, Winston
Churchill for his scintillating words, “We shall
fight on the beaches, on the landing grounds,
inthe fields and in the streets. We shall never
surrender”, in his “Our finest hour” address
to the British Parliament in 1940, and John F
Kennedy is remembered for his inaugural
speech as the President of the US in which he
called upon his fellow Americans to “ask not
what your country can do for you, ask what
you can do for your country”.

Atal Bihari Vajpayee, India’s 11th, 14thand
15th prime minister, belonged to the category
of leaders who are exceptional orators.
Churchill was famous for his lucid English,
short sentences and choice of powerful
words. Vajpayee’s oratory was stirring at one
level and heart-warming at another because
it was laced with poetic expressions. His po-
etry was his added strength. “Imight become
an ex-prime minister one day. But I shall
never become ex-poet,” he used to say.

His famous address in the Lok Sabha while
demitting office after his 13-day government
lost majority in 1996 was one such memo-
rable address. He remembered the occasion
when Prime Minister Narasimha Rao sent
him to the UN as the head of the Indian dele-
gation. Vajpayee was the Leader of the
Opposition at that time. “The Pakistani dele-
gation was surprised at seeing me there,” he
said adding, “In their country, the Opposition
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never cooperates with the ruling party even
in a national cause. They always try to pull
each other down. That is not our tradition
or character”.

Then came his thunderous eternal mes-
sage for politicians: “Power games will go on.
Governments will come and go. Parties will
be made and unmade. But this country and
its democracy should flourish eternally,” he
said, winding up his speech before announc-
ing his resignation. This brings out the most
important facet of Atalji’s personality — he
was a quintessential democrat. Democracies
can’t survive authoritarianism or recalci-
trance from parties on both sides.
Cooperation and consensus are key to the
success of a democracy. Ataji, whether he
was in the Opposition or the ruling party, em-
bodied these virtues.

Atalji was an enigma to many during his
lifetime. He endured the harshest criticism
from his own people. One of his ideological
fellow travellers once publicly described
Vajpayee as a “petty politician playing into the
hands of his policy advisers with doubtful cre-
dentials”. Some of his critics, like Khushwant
Singh, used to describe him as a “right leader
in a wrong party”. Atalji was neither. He was
the most large-hearted and inclusive politi-
cian thatIndia has seen in last seven decades.
As for being in the wrong party, Atalji would
himself dismissit in his typical poetic style: “If
the tree is bad, how come the fruit is good? If
lamright,Ican’t beinawrong party and if my

party is wrong, I can’t be right”.

Oratory, no doubt, was Atalji’s asset. But
his real strength was his silence. He used si-
lence more powerfully than his words. Words
he used to score political points, and silence,
to build political consensus. A democracy of
India’s size and diversity is governed well
through building larger consensus. Atalji’s si-
lence or his efforts at consensus building did-
n't make him weak. He is rather remembered
for some of the milestones in India’s history
like catapulting the country into the league
of nuclear powers or waging a decisive war
against Pakistan at Kargil. His stern message
to US President Bill Clinton on the eve of the
Kargil war was, “We will get them out, one
way or the other”. His aide Brajesh Mishra
would later reveal that “all options including
nuclear” were open. On another occasion,
Atalji had stood firm in refusing to send Indian
soldiers to Iraq to join the US forces, despite
acute pressure from the US.

As a statesman, he understood the in-
evitability of criticism in public life. During
Atalji’s period, India followed truely conser-
vative economic policies. The government
shed its extra burden and there was a min-
istry for disinvestment. Banking, investment
and taxation reforms created a favourable cli-
mate for the country’s economy. The result of
all that was a return to healthy 8+ GDP growth
starting in 2002-03, overcoming the chal-
lenge of the post-Pokhran sanctions. Atalji
was criticised by opponents and a section of

his fellow travellers for pursuing liberal eco-
nomic policies. He took the criticism in his
stride and allowed his commerce minister,
Murasoli Maran, to negotiate harder at the
WTO.ButIndiadidn’t leave the WTO, because
Atalji believed that if the country were to be-
come a global power it couldn’t stay out of
global institutions.

Atalji’s politics was humane. Through his
gentle demeanour he would win over the
harshest of adversaries. That's why when he
spoke about “Insaniyat, Jamhooriyat and
Kashmiriyat” as the way forward for Jammu
and Kashmir, people trusted and loved him.
He may not have been saying something new
but he was saying it differently. His person-
ality added weight to his words. If there is one
national leader whom the Kashmiris loved
the most, it was Atalji.

Coalitions are always difficult. Atalji had
successfully managed a 23-party coalition for
afull five years. Atalji’'s humility was a big fac-
tor in his success. His politics took him to great
heights in public life, his poetic heart weath-
ered the storms and his humility made him
the man of the masses. Reflecting upon his
glory he once wrote: “Mujhe itni unchaie kabhi
mat dena, gairon ko gale nahi laga sakun”
(Never let me climb so high; ThatIam unable
toembrace another stranger; Deliver me ever
from such arrogance)”.

The writer is national general secretary, BJP
and director, India Foundation
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Mr Modji’s hold on power remains firm, but the protests at home and abroad
have demonstrated limits to how far Indians will allow him to go in pursuit of

his Hindu-nationalist agenda.”

— THENEW YORK TIMES

Moral and pragmatic
inclusion

Through CAA, India has reaffirmed its tradition
of embracing people of different races and
religions, customs and climes

URESH KUMAR

FROM BEING A passive and reactive coun-
try, India has begun to transform into a truly
modern nation that is conscious of its
growing abilities and opportunities. The
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) is the
latest in a series of epochal measures that
reflect the ability, wisdom, vision and de-
termination that are characteristic of not
just good leadership, but of statesmanship.
And of the prime minister and his advisers
it can be said, “Cometh the hour, cometh
the man”. The CAA is the combination of
India’s age-old spirit,and tremendous grit.
Itis an Act that helps define who we really
are as a nation and a people.

The CAA is designed to give sheltertoa
people who have been neglected and op-
pressed for centuries. Our nation has wel-
comed diverse peoples throughout her glo-
rious history. She has embraced the Greeks,
and their knowledge, in the wake of
Alexander; sheltered the Jews and the
Parsis; and has been home for the first
mosque built anywhere outside the birth
place of Islam. Through the CAA, we have
reaffirmed the tradition of embracing peo-
ple of different races and religions, customs
and climes. In doing so, we have followed
the golden mean of balancing the head
with the heart. The CAA protects the inter-
ests of everyone involved in the most opti-
mal way possible — from our people and
culture in the Northeast to the destitute,
persecuted people who fled their countries
for their lives and beliefs. It is a fact that
India is doing today what the countries of
origin of these people ought to have done,
which is, to protect these minorities, and
preserve their way of life.

Itis well known that all civilised nations
offer asylum in cases of political persecu-
tion or matters of conscience. In the case of
the economic migrant Muslims, such a
threat is clearly absent in Afghanistan,
Pakistan and Bangladesh. In fact, a high-
level adviser to the Prime Minister of
Bangladesh has recently agreed to the repa-
triation of the Muslims who migrated from
their country. For, illegal migration is a
crime, and ought to be treated as one.

The Actis a carefully considered meas-
ure. It was presented to the public as early
as 2016. It was examined by an all-party
30-member committee. In fact, genuine
migrants were already granted different
kinds of permits and visas for an extended
stay, and this will be further legalised.
Meanwhile, the Citizenship Act under the
Third Schedule is in place. Only in the case
of minorities from Afghanistan, Pakistan
and Bangladesh, the eligibility has been
lowered from 11 years to five years.

To begin with, the Act protects the peo-
ple in parts of the Northeast through the
inviolable Inner Line, reserving the land for

them exclusively. The core of the Assamese
culture has been carefully conserved. The
original people of the land, irrespective of
their faith, will remain undisturbed, equal
and safe in every way, ensuring their full
growth. Interestingly, the constitutional
guarantee given to the people of the
Northeastern states is based on the British
Inner Line System under the Bengal Eastern
Frontier Regulation of 1873, which was de-
signed to protect interests of the ruling
classes of the British against others. The
Government of India, through this Act, has
protected the interests of the Assamese
people with the same care as the British
protected theirs.

The Actis pragmatic too. It recognises the
limits that India can go to and stays within
them. No country can afford to provide shel-
ter, medical care, and livelihood to unlim-
ited people. It is positively absurd that we
should support people who have nations
carved out explicitly and exclusively for
them and their way of life when our own cit-
izens are unemployed. It is a historical fact
that Bangladesh, Pakistan and Afghanistan
have had substantial minorities comprising
of the very people who, if they are eligible,
will be given Indian citizenship. The minori-
tiesin these countries have dwindled due to
persecution and injustice simply because of
their faiths. For us to abandon them would
be to abandon our own culture, principles,
and responsibilities.

It needs to be emphasised that the Act
does not grant citizenship to the non-
Muslim peoples of these nations simply be-
cause they are non-Muslims. Nor does it
exclude those Muslims who may be perse-
cuted for their views, political beliefs or any
such. We have the example of a popular
Muslim singer, whose father, a pilot in the
Pakistani Air Force bombed Pathankot with
devastating effect in 1965, who was given
citizenship in India. This tradition contin-
ues. As per the government statistics, in six
years, only about 2,830 Pakistani nationals
were given citizenship, that is, about 470
per year — evidence of strict control.

It is needless to say, Indians following
Islam will be completely untouched by the
Act. They will not be asked to prove their
nativity or any related matter. They face not
even the slightest threat. The Act has a
broader scope as well, as it plugs the loop-
holes in some other laws. For example,
there were no provisions to revoke the OCI
card of a holder committing unlawful ac-
tivities. The Act seeks to close this gap, ir-
respective of faith or belief.

The great results of this Act are, in sum,
the protection of the weak and the helpless
of all faiths and the establishment of a more
equitable society, sharing resources more
justly. The repatriation of false economic
migrants is happening in Western Europe
to this day. In doing so, India is only follow-
ing her own culture and laws. These laws
have been endorsed by natural justice, in-
ternational law and practice, reason, and
compassion.

The writer is Vice-Chancellor of the English
and Foreign Languages University,
Hyderabad, Lucknow and Shillong

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

BJP AND ALLIES

THIS REFERS to the editorial, ‘Way from
Ranchi’ (IE, December 24). The BJP
needs to understand that state elections
are different from parliamentary elec-
tions. They cannot be referendum on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. At the
Centre, the BJP may not need allies but
in the states, the importance of alliance
cannot be overstated. The Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha won 26 out of 28 seats
reserved for STs and the BJP has fared
poorly in rural areas. As far as the
Opposition is concerned, if it joins
hands and put aside its ego aside, the
BJP can be challenged in most states.
Bal Govind, Noida

JUSTICE DELAYED

THIS REFERS to the article, ‘While the
court fiddles’ (IE, December 24). The ax-
iom, “Justice is blind” does not mean
thatlaw ignores the subjective value of
a case. The apex court not acting with
urgency on the petitions against the cit-
izenship law is disheartening. One
might argue that justice delayed is not
justice denied, but delay in action
would certainly lead to aloss of faithin
the judiciary.

Anurag Ekka, Ranchi

THE REAL ISSUES

THIS REFERS to the report, ‘Soren turns
table on BJP’ (IE,Dec 24). The response of
JMM leader Hemant Soren after win-
ning the elections is a happy news for
the people in Jharkhand. It is hearten-
ing that he has spoken about removing
poverty and eradicating unemploy-

LETTER OF THE
WEEK AWARD

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Letters may be
e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.

ment. It is important for a country like
India to invest on uplifting the living
standards rather than invest on meas-
ures such as the NRC.

Chandravir Singh, Agra

ABOUT EXCLUSION

THIS REFERS to the article, ‘A deluded
dissent’ (IE, December 24).It notes that
the new law intends to protect minori-
ties in Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan from religious persecution.
But the term “religious persecution”
doesn’t figure in the text of the Act.
Moreover, the protests against the CAA
inthe country (expect in the Northeast)
is not against providing citizenship to
persecuted minorities, but to oppose
the exclusion of one set of people based
solely on their religion.

Ankit Gupta, Jhansi
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A STUDY by the India State-level
Disease Burden Initiative, published
in The Lancet Psychiatry last week,
found that 197.3 million Indians (one
in every seven) were suffering from
mental disorders in 2017 (The Indian
Express, December 24). The study de-
scribes the prevalence of mental dis-
orders in Indian states between 1990
and 2017. The 197.3 millionin 2017 in-
cluded 45.7 million cases with depres-
sive disorders and 44.9 million with
anxiety disorders.

Among the disorders with the high-
est prevalence, idiopathic develop-
mental intellectual disability affects
most Indians, at 4.5 per cent, followed
by depressive disorders (3.3), anxiety

Indians: breakup among states

disorders (3.3) and conduct disorders
(0.8). Among depressive disorders, the
prevalence is the highest in Tamil Nadu
(4,796 per 100,000), followed by
Andhra Pradesh (4,563), Telangana
(4,356), Odisha (4,159) and Kerala
(3,897).In case of anxiety disorders, the
prevalenceis highestin Kerala (4,035),
followed by Manipur (3,760), West
Bengal (3,480), Himachal Pradesh
(3,471) and Andhra Pradesh (3,462).
For conduct disorders, Jharkhand and
Bihar have the highest prevalence, at
983 and 974 per 100,000 people. At
6,339 and 5,503 per lakh respectively,
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh have the high-
est prevalence of idiopathic develop-
mental intellectual disability.

PREVALENCE OF MENTAL DISORDERS IN INDIA, 2017 (%)

DISORDER ALL MALES FEMALES
Idiopathic developmental 45 4.7 4.3
intellectual disability
Depressive disorders 33 2.7 3.9
Anxiety disorders 3.3 2.7 : 3.9
Conductdisorder 0.8 1 0.6
Bipolar disorder 0.6 06 | 0.6
Attention-deficit 04 06 02
hyperactivity disorder §
Autism spectrum disorder 04 0.5 0.2
Schizophrenia 0.3 0.3 0.2
Eating disorders 0.2 0.1 0.3
Other Mental disorders 1.8 2.1 14
All mental disorders 14.3 14.2 : 144
PREVALENCE PER100,000
DEPRESSIVE DISORDERS CONDUCT DISORDERS
Tamil Nadu 4,796  Jharkhand 983
Andhra Pradesh 4,563 Bihar 974
Telangana 4356  Meghalaya 961
Odisha 4,159  UttarPradesh 927
Kerala 3,897 Nagaland 924
ANXIETY DISORDERS IDIOPATHIC DEVELOPMENTAL
Kerala 4,035 INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY
Manipur 3760  Bihar 6,339
West Bengal 3,480 Uttar Pradesh 5,503
Himachal Pradesh 3471  MadhyaPradesh 5,216
Andhra Pradesh 3462  Assam 3,121
Jharkhand 4940
TIP FOR READING LIST

PENGUIN SCANDAL COVER-UP, UNEARTHED

IN 1910, surgeon and zoologist George
Murray Levick accompanied the explorer
Robert Falcon Scott on his tragic Antarctic
mission. He himself did not ac-
company Scott on the South
Pole mission that claimed five
lives, including Scott’s. Levick
spent the southern hemisphere
summer of 1911-1912 inarook-
ery of Adélie penguins and ob-
served their behaviours, includ-
ing courting, mating, and even A PR |
homosexuality. He wrote about -
it, but his findings were so scan-
dalous for the time that they were
deemed not fit for publication.

In 1996, biologist and author Lloyd

Spencer Davis went on his own expedition
and observed the same same-sex behav-
iour in Antarctic penguins. Initially, he

thought he was the first torecord
this. Then in 2012, Levick’s un-
published manuscript appeared
in a scientific journal. Intrigued,
Davis set off on another investi-
gation - to find out why Levick’s
observations had been sup-
pressed in the first place. Davis’s
new book, A Polar Affair:
Antarctica’s Forgotten Hero and
the Secret Love Life of Penguins is

the story of that investigation. In the
process, italso throws light on Levick’s sur-
vival story, besides the life of penguins.
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C EXPLAINED

TELLING NUMBERS
Mental disorders among 20 cr

00
@ieExplained

#ExpressExplained

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that you would like
explained, please write to explained@indianexpress.com

SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

Why NPR isn’t NRC, and yet...

Government has announced an allocation for the National Population Register. A look at the details that
NPR will collect, what makes it contentious, and whether it has any connection with the nationwide NRC

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 24

ON TUESDAY, the Union Cabinet approved
over Rs 3,900 crore for a National Population
Register (NPR). Coming in the backdrop of
nationwide protests over the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA) and the proposed all-
India National Register of Citizens (NRC), the
NPR is being seen by many as the first step
towards the NRC, while the Centre has
sought to delink the two. The governments of
Kerala and West Bengal have already an-
nounced that they will not implement NPR.

Whatis NPR?

The NPRis a list of “usual residents of the
country”. According to the Home Ministry, a
“usual resident of the country” is one who
has been residing in a local area for at least
the last six months or intends to stay in a par-
ticular location for the next six months. NPR
is not a citizenship enumeration drive, as it
would record even a foreign national staying
in a locality for more than six months. This
makes NPR different from the NRC, which
includes only Indian citizens while seeking to
identify and exclude non-citizens.

How doI get enrolled in NPR?

The NPR is being prepared under provi-
sions of the Citizenship Act, 1955 and the
Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and is-
sue of National Identity Cards) Rules, 2003. It
is mandatory for every “usual resident of
India” to register in the NPR. Only Assam will
not be included (as per a notification by the
Registrar General of India in August), given
the recently completed NRC in that state.

NPR will be conducted in conjunction
with the house-listing phase, the first phase
of the Census, by the Office of Registrar
General of India (RGI) for Census 2021. It is
conducted at the local, sub-district, district,
state and national levels. The RGI has already
begun a pilot projectin 1,200 villages and 40
towns and cities through 5,218 enumeration
blocks where it is collecting various data
from people. The final enumeration will be-
ginin April 2020 and end in September 2020.

Is NPR connected to NRC?

The Citizenship Actempowers the govern-
ment to compulsorily register every citizen and
maintain aNational Register of Indian Citizens.
A nationwide NRC — if undertaken — would
flow out of NPR. This does not necessarily
mean thatan NRC must follow NPR —no such
register was compiled after the previous NPR
in2010. After alist of residentsis created, a na-
tionwide NRC —ifithappens — could go about
verifying the citizens from that list.

The Home Ministry issued a statement
saying, “There is no proposal at present to
conduct a nationwide NRC based on the NPR
data.” Home Minister Amit Shah too said in
an interview to ANI that the two were not
connected and that NPR data would not be
used for NRC.

Earlier, Shah had said several times that
there would be an NRC across the country
and even repeated in Assam. Statements
linking the NPR and NRC have been made by
the government in Parliament and the Home
Ministry’s latest annual report. In November
2014, then Minister of State for Home Kiren
Rijiju had told Rajya Sabha, in a written reply
to CPIMP Dr TN Seema: “The NPRis the first
step towards creation of National Register of
Indian Citizens (NRIC) by verifying the citi-
zenship status of every usual residents.”

The 2018-19 Annual Report of the Home
Ministry also says the NPR s the first step to-
wards implementation of the NRC. “The
National Population Register (NPR)is the first
step towards the creation of the National
Register of Indian Citizens (NRIC) under the
provisions of the aforementioned Statute
(Citizenship Act),” the Annual Report said.

What else makes NPR controversial?
Another debate has been about
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ATA COLLECTION, THEN & NOW

Details of individual required for
NPR in2020

1. Name of person

2. Relationship to head of household
3.Sex

4.Date of Birth

5. Marital status

6. Educational qualification

7. Occupation/Activity

8. Father’s Name/Mothers
Name/Spouse Name

9. Place of birth

10. Present address of usual residence
11. Duration of stay at present address
12. Nationality (as declared)

13. Permanent residential address
NEW

14. Aadhaar Number (Voluntary)

15. Mobile Number

16. Date & Place of Birth of Parents
17.Place of Last Residence

18. Passport Number *

19. Voter ID Card Number

20. Permanent Account Number

21. Driving License Number

*If holder of Indian Passport

Details of individual required for
NPR in 2010

1. Name of person

2. Relationship to head of household
3.Father’sname

4. Mother’s name

5.Spouse’s name (if married)

6.Sex

7.Date of Birth

8. Marital status

9.Place of birth

10. Nationality (as declared)

11. Present address of usual residence
12. Duration of stay at present address
13. Permanent residential address

14. Occupation/Activity

15. Educational qualification

privacy. The NPR intends to collect many
details of personal data on residents.

The NPRis among a host of identity data-
bases such as Aadhaar, voter card, passport
and more that Home Minister Shah said he
would like to see combined into one card.
“We will have to end all these separate exer-
cises,” Shah said at the foundation stone lay-
ing ceremony for the new Office of Registrar
General of India and Census Commissioner
on September 24.

If there was a previous NPR, how and
when did the idea originate?

The first such project dates back to the
UPA regime and was put in motion by then
Home Minister P Chidambaram in 2009. At
that time, it had clashed with Aadhaar
(UIDAI) over which project would be best
suited for transferring government benefits
to citizens. The Home Ministry then pushed
NPR as a better vehicle because it connected
every NPR-recorded resident to a household
through the Census. The ministry push even
put the UIDAI project on the back-burner.

The data for NPR was first collected in
2010 along with the house-listing phase of
Census 2011.In 2015, this data was updated

by conducting door-to-door surveys.
However, with the NDA government
picking out Aadhaar as the key vehicle for
transfer of government benefitsin 2016 and
putting its weight behind it, NPR took a back-
seat. It was through a notification on August
3 by the RGI that the idea has been revived.
The exercise to update the 2015 NPR with ad-
ditional data has begun. Digitisation of up-
dated information has been completed.

What kind of data will be collected?

The NPR will collect both demographic
data and biometric data, although for the lat-
ter it will depend upon Aadhaar. In the last
NPR in 2010, data were collected on 15 as-
pects; in the 2020 NPR, there are 21 data
points. Again, three of the data points from
2010 (father’s name; mother’s name;
spouse’s name) have been clubbed into one
in the 2020 exercise, so that, in effect, there
are eight new data points, including the con-
tentious “date & place of birth of parents”:
M Aadhaar Number (voluntary)

M Mobile Number

M Date & Place of Birth of Parents

M Place of Last Residence

M Passport Number (if Indian passport holder)

Census forms being checked in 2011.
Express Archive

M Voter ID Card Number
M Permanent Account Number
M Driving Licence Number

In the test, the RGl is seeking these details
and working to update the Civil Registration
System of birth and death certificates.

What if one does not have such details?
According to Home Ministry sources,
while registering with NPR is mandatory, fur-
nishing of additional data such as PAN,
Aadhaar, driving licence and voter ID is vol-
untary. “We are reposing trust on citizens,”
Union minister Prakash Javadekar said on
Tuesday while announcing the Cabinet deci-
sion. The ministry has also floated the option
of residents updating details for NPR online.

Why does the government want so
much data?

While there are concerns about privacy,
the government position is based on two
grounds. One is that every country must have
a comprehensive identity database of its res-
idents with demographic details. In its state-
ment issued after Cabinet approval to NPR,
the Home Ministry said the objective of con-
ducting NPR is to “prepare a credible regis-
ter of every family and individual” living in
the country apart from “strengthening secu-
rity” and “improvement in targeting of ben-
eficiaries under various Central government
schemes”.

The second ground, largely to justify the
collection of data such as driving licence,
voter ID and PAN, is that it will will ease the
life of those residing in India by cutting red
tape. “Itis common to find different dates of
birth of a person on different government
documents. NPR will help eliminate that.
With NPR data, residents will not have to fur-
nish various proofs of age, address and other
details in official work. It would also elimi-
nate duplication in voter lists,” an official said.

Officials, however, insist that NPR infor-
mation is confidential, meaning it will not be
shared with third parties. There is as yet no
clarity on the mechanism for protection of
this vastamount of data that the government
plans to collect.

What does one make of the defiance of
West Bengal and Kerala?

These Opposition-ruled states are mak-
ing a political point. Citizenship, aliens and
naturalisation are subject matters listed in
List 1 of the Seventh Schedule that fall exclu-
sively under the domain of Parliament.
Legally, the states have no say inimplement-
ing or ruling out NPR. However, given that the
manpower is drawn from the states, the de-
fiance could potentially resultin a showdown.

Why Facebook is setting up an Oversight Board, what it means to users

KARISHMA MEHROTRA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 24

NEW DETAILS about Facebook’s independ-
ent Oversight Board has put the company’s
internal justice system back in the news.
The board is set to be constituted by the end
of this year, and begin operations next year.

What does this mean for me?

If your post gets taken down on
Facebook or Instagram, this would help
present an appeals process. The board pri-
marily will judge content moderation cases
in consistency with the company’s policies,
as well as formulate policy suggestions. At
least for the beginning, it is not dealing with
posts that users want taken down.

In CEO Mark Zuckerberg’s words: “We
are responsible for enforcing our policies
every day and we make millions of content

Epﬁper'.ne:'sa. com

decisions every week. But ultimately [don’t
believe private companies like ours should
be making so many important decisions
about speech on our own. That’s why I've
called for governments to set clearer stan-
dards around harmful content. It's also why
we're now giving people a way to appeal
our content decisions by establishing the
independent Oversight Board.”

What’s the process?

After exhausting all other moderation
appeals processes, you can appeal your case
by writing a statement to the board.
Facebook says it will not edit your statement.
Facebook can also direct cases to the board
itself. The company will use a “case manage-
ment tool” that will direct cases from
Facebook to the board and its staff. The com-
pany can send some cases for “expedited re-
view”. Full-time board staff aid the process
by reviewing case submissions before send-

ing them to a case-selection committee.

The case-selection committee chooses
which cases to hear, categorised by signifi-
cance and difficulty. Those tasked with this
project recently told The Verge that they
want to focus on geographical diversity.
Facebook’s report on its consultations
states: “The board will also have access to
outside experts in instances where cultural
nuances are crucial to understanding the
facts of the case.”

“The board has the discretion to choose
which requests it will review and decide
upon. Inits selection, the board will seek to
consider cases that have the greatest poten-
tial to guide future decisions and policies,”
the Board’s Charter states.

Board staff assign the case to a panel of
members (with between five and 11), with
at least one member from the region in
question. The panel’s composition may re-
main anonymous, while the entire Board

list is public.

The user can submit a written statement
if their case is selected, and Facebook can
send in case information. The board will
have a set time in which the panel will need
to hear a case. If it is doesn’t make a deci-
sion that time, the case is rejected automat-
ically.

Allboard members review a panel’s de-
cision and have the option of a re-review by
a new panel. The Board publishes its deci-
sions but leaves it up to the user to decide
how much personal information they want
toreveal.

The company will not abide by the
board’s judgment only if it breaks the law.

The company can also call for a “policy
advisory opinion” in which it seeks the
board’s take on any rule. “How should it rule
on nudity?” “How should it respond to fact-
checking political content?” “How should
it deal with religious issues in specific coun-

try contexts?” These are all questions that
the board could dissect.

What is independent about the board?

The company has set up an independ-
ent trust that creates a three-pronged struc-
ture: a company, a board, and a trust.

To start, Facebook will select the “co-
chairs”. Co-chairs and the company will se-
lect board candidates, who will then be for-
mally appointed by the trustees. After the
initial setup, the board will select its own
members with appointments by the
trustees.

Trustees fund the board, while Facebook
funds and appoints the trustees. News re-
ports say the company is devoting $130 mil-
lion currently to the trust.

The public can propose candidates.
Trustees can remove members for code of
conduct violations, but not for their decisions.

The board will have between 11 and 40

members, who serve a three-year term
with no more than three terms. Trustees
oversee term renewals.

The company will pick members that do
not have a conflict of interest and are famil-
iar with issues of “digital content and gov-
ernance, including free expression, civic dis-
course, safety, privacy and technology,”
according to the board’s charter.

“The board’s decision will be binding,
even if I or anyone at Facebook disagrees
withit,” Mark Zuckerberg said in a blog post.
“The board will use our values to inform its
decisions and explain its reasoning openly
and ina way that protects people’s privacy.”

What led to this?

The idea came into the discourse
roughly ayear ago. Thereafter, the company
has met with industry experts, began de-
veloping the bylaws, recruiting the board
members, and testing the appeals process.



www.jagran.com

R 25 feRigR 2019

IS @i el YR Bf BT

T & W 3 T BIE TR TE g3 B —
TR Mol & AR DI
TUIIR &l TR ST
3O AT R 3
S e 3 T S R A TR SR 1Y & YR B U
1 e ek ST T Rl & 2T S § f TeHe TR
92010 § foralm o1 | 3% off &9 & foh 39 M &l g asft 08 ' .
TS ol ST 2004 T TTHE TR A & TR I § Fee giﬁ§£ﬁ?£ gﬁ%@;ﬂgmﬁﬁ
WWWWWW@WWWW@W%W T el & R S, SR ol ST 3IR goTe § e o aga T
Totifaen Afei Herd forueft Seii o H-T1 3T ST 6 Fe ST T Tl e S A ¥ | TR el | SeteTe 0) S oveRE T 9 o
off 7 Te 1 ST 1S foh Hict YRR ahls 41 ¥ i el Y T T 37 ST Y L A FE T Toh foh T STal B ¢ g areqdt §
S B | I8 G STHI AT S 8, shiifeh THieIR dar Wil 3 S 3| ARG 1 G9SE UF S99 SRe 9 o ? g # fafie
X HI SO 2 & T QAR % @ TR § o6 7% o e U1 & I o | IR gfoerg § fars il < & o Snifaqel Hestiad Wi
AT Y TSR AR AR R FR A F AR & xmmﬁwww wﬁaﬁﬂﬁfﬁ?ﬁaﬁagﬂ%
. Fad & 5 TRt | Tl W gH g7 e dd G- W A
gf%}%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ;ﬁﬁ%gw 3 e 4 U T T 2 % 41 g o & o T
ST Tk ARG et I8 off & el off wnfiret | 3289 SR-aIR drat

RITER W A T Fm R g i P9 FE S A
el U & | TS HicH & foh TRt ot TR dam e
51 3R &2 WA 7% oft § foR STReR 5 @ 39 Whieiq a1 W
T STRT T hl X T & o TR TR e B
TS Y eIy BT o7 SheeAT & 2 TGRSt 3hw et off &
T 2 S TR Bl T B 3R Haetel ?

<feh TReRaT WA HA 3R THSTRHT BT ST @it bl
TG T T B ST Sff =] & STy SRt et STt
& 2R TR T YR oft T @ foRm ST | R B et
e T & feTw TR 1 e | Ffetifeh TTHSTR TR e B
Hfere 1 el 31 & Teus S1fHd 9e 3 39 e qa &

ST et @ fop faarer & forg 6 vre
e & &l o1 | 9 o I U
Ta, S SR I H STEe 9gd getl-
firett g€ ot | TRIR § Uo7 SR S
S 3 T H @ 38 fag agd s
ot fSe! Wifhea &l oTend & ge
1] feedierd ot |

¥ 1916 H HiIg AR gRem &
% S e WS gol ol 39h
ITTER USTe H oMeft 3iR se # 40
yierd WS GReT™ S Al S 7 gaT |

T 20 9 5 9 A1 9, G A A R A | oy e e 9 e
i 718 Toerrett 1w T itk el et 37u R 9 e S 79 4 T I T e 5
1 YT 7 B U | I8 Feiehdl SR ST 3R a9 2, e F i T T % Y
Hifeh % T59 TR TSR & Ui B ol SR 0l Fehll Afterm a9 qEe e f= 3
§ 1 8 Gehivl TsTHifeeR fedi o fere ST 3 fedi @ Raerers R e ferfereni & e e
H At TSI 3 ST IR F T & T A TR R Tl &l % e favam & #%

78 TR ferelt Tstifa artt, SRiifes afg TTdeTR W8 0 TR
T 2 o S WA AR e e Ta 6 A g

ST THifeh Tt Taet | & AR I, THSTRET 2R 37el
TAUIAR W G T ST & & o 78 TS ol Sea foh ToTieh
&5 1 off T G A B

ST ] favie

T 7 @ & b St o fervaferaner siR @e Sieaq
Fafdet (S1g) TSTHIT o SRATST S T & | 3ToRR & SR
! Feie 9 BE1 o s forare dl et AR T 31 Afdfefer

feam 1946 % AT # 7€ U AR R

& b e Tuma § FIRA s/aeron
2 S Tegg W S 7, TR S A
e ded & 9 | TR ¥ 16 37,
1946 I ST TRM € & I ¥ g
I ek I T W R T | S
T ST § Shetehal H e genst
e R a1 & T 39 Sareret
¥ froret @9 A Sieg & AeTaet 3R
foeR 1 off 515 & & forn| &5 @
R T S 1947 F giem & |
TSI & SIS Y i | SR HohHG
G TRR ! JHH TG o Sl Tk
T T Wiferd B T off foR oot s
ARG T A A ok e oFf T
ST e B

IR ¥ i aeeE Ate Asesed
T & & yenfad & SR fRe
W 9@ & T AR 98 R 3
TEAASH # gt &R H S ol ¥ 39

TRt o oft AT H favary feet wehar
TRl ST T TR 1947 & TR TR
¥ Uote 1 S foma | S g o
21 331 | 3Tk T q e ke, ‘ga
TERaT, ‘Ta urifeekar |’ e S
IO e . gelien R # T
o iR & W uer aifeh WRa #
INONTEE o JA9T ek 3 W IS g9el 1
RIEERICIEHKEIR

faasm & difedi & fou ae wrRa
& T faeh RO o | qifehear frmor
! e | Jeht 0 Tl ok <9 §
% Y Al THH ARG A I
STeg & SHY U & T, Wfhd 98
T T FHe & | ST T T §
foh 9 e  WRA e ST
g ¥ & % T doE e §
IR 3R TR 3 3Tq-270 <9t
¥ STeuEeTR! i Rl o o % foT
& Tl o U9 8 3T, 1950 I Th
T R | 8 Jee-fomrnd Twei
1 T ST TR | S9! 4 Qe gall

3aeter oIy
TE T T T U & LRASHST
ARl ¥ A TS Wehdl &1 39 A
ek & TR b ST 25 Hfaerd
Y HeeRt 7ol 9 gfawrd © T8 St
AR H YT AT hl HeA sl B
T T Ak 2R e 9 H ST R
T T o foR faTse % gAER B
U falenar a1 goURuTT 1 Sfare
T ol 3T # o aeTe o g 91
ST % 1T ST eI i JE3Td
H e T B, S A # e
Tieft TR ¥ focer Wl oft o, 7 ST
SR ‘Ioiet 39 feday’ ¥ fomn
foh T aR 32 =1 4 @1 foR 3R
TfeREAE ST A ST Y SR fowr %
TR Tt <1 3R & 2 39 R S
A ST fen o 3% g e T |
greqe H =11 %l e dl sferdt
@ o T off| g iR % e
el AR W TEH H Ie A-TH
el foh 3¢ Sl TRt 3 I ST
TG ST 2 | 91 GSaea o

Iga H Yl iR & @i o ged
DR 1971 T Y=l WierE & emie
3 I P ATt Tiftreh Wt & e
U S T I FR F T el | weifn
1975 ¥ IRg Yoiial i Ao T §
= Rk § 3 TRE T, fhd
HHNHF ISt Jferdal 4 S Teie
fEam | SRt St S B 3 2T fir
il T =l iR 95 e
fars =g oM wawg o siR
ferddt oROMelt ¥ Sem 39 IR HH Tu
el &2 <. W e of U & u
yronelf w1 7 R0 fR =i 2003
T Joo § SRonfeRf o fo Amiendr
o1 &) 3R | HR <R R e et
T TAAHST e off IrRoneff @ 9
fafa o 9 3 A e i 2004
T 391 1 YT ST S 98 W AR
T WA T et © 1 39 SN I
ST T B G HH e F P ved
T fr f58 &t 3= & Somn e,
AT 3 1S ol TERR 1 3769 39
feam & e feram|
MW & 39 X H 59 e 3R
THRIE S ATl ST ot T @ 2 aa
AR FNEH I b IRl I8 T
T T ST ¢ o e fondt ot e
o & ARAT R 1 hlE ATFR el
& T @ | e Rk faasH & 9w &t
AR I TEH e o feTq 33T T
eH 2| 399 fherere ok wfasy 7 of
ToRell YR JHeTHH & foRsll 1R
W RIS ST Tl & | B 78 A1g Tl
A T T 9ot & 2 TeuEReEen &
o © @, 9Ifeh RG 2194 et IRd
TReTw AR % T & 9T @ |
(T T 9o Ud ais
YRR E)
response@jagran.com

3TSHd NI T 3TN0

TR Geed wEA 3R e
ARTRERAT TR A THIRG & fadie
% M T30S IHG FS W Bl dl
fo@ w1 ®, Atk gUER a1 fafaern snft of
HEAY T | SHHT FROT hacl FHi, JOHE HIG

! TRt GREAT H 1 2 | T T o S o Te ¥ i TG 3l 98 T A ¢ foR ANReRdr
BTA-BA Rt fafaferat o sie1 Sem % We-|re AR geis e forfiell & iR CHoEl 1 SRyt W
T o | 5 S S S e T ] 1 A T T I G
T ekl | 27 el spefeqater o forelt fervaiferenera =1 Sieia &1 €, ik o 3 T b1 I Bl S S
. . 3Tk T b1 3R & fofa ST oft 31 ST 9 wa
TR 3 Tehal &2 T T g2 2| 98 oft B & forlier ot aote e 0 11 515 8 34 e o
Y I o TS 9 Al STEY SaE i Tk aR R T S T T = T A R
ST el 1| TR o 7 9 AR et F TR e 1 R S A A2 A -
T g 1 TR B 3 Sk el a1 U fordl 139 ST 8 ¥ STH-TT A A R e
TATAA TR TR TR o = %% FoR SR afasiel F-a S
B TR E R e e a9 et ¥ &, e F S-ve e o #17
FR Y T T o e A Penfeiid & & e W a8 % HAF o ST
IRl e srl AR wwR  fpdl favafderaa Wmaaw%?ﬁw%ﬁ
e ' : STTaga -39 FaX 7 3T F 60
A AR S e e e e
ey ettty AAGAE? T, FTT 1 A 2 g A B F 2R A W
T 1 T £1 9 e & Y o o w € ol gew W
g TSI 1 fode & wehdl & o T3 e e 4% 1 W ] 9 et e T
T A T 0 R T A E
T T § 2 FAHfd 2 o - e & W 7 TR A § ST T e A

TG B o A0 Fere <l & favaforrier # S o1 sifaer

ST [HE aTel @R, 90 WfiRId WA bl 7@

A e L
feoedl, STeveree % e IXR Y Uel foeR & &g
Il H Yferd 3 & Jferd W TR SR, U 9w
ST 3T T <l o off fopam |

STTEHA TR o 2Tifheh RO W&
&, Fiifn fades qa § 7 ST § S e
TR Y T g ST § | T4 SIS 3 R0 A8

il e A W, iR g T @ e aRa
T S-S i 3 gy off oy S @ 3R
ST JetaTStl-STSHI ot 2l ST & | wifagot
e it emre & urTera ol e § off srdren o
37 AR e IR ¥ 3T SSE! S Wige
TR & H T G| TR SR P T W St
e giieh i IR & & | FEhR I heled Tet
T gffead F 2 R SRR el aret
T & WER o, 78 o T & fh o 7ifer @it
%I TSH 1 DM e foraT? 30 Ity ger
R off ifaE ®1 F wE S 2, HifE
S8 YT ot TG Wl okl FTehrId ST ot
g STTE I8 3T dodl o Tl Gerere iR
IR T fedt | TR 3K W HId TWHER
1 T8 o THST B o THSTRA T o 3t
STETSET i ITST o SHeRT WIS folie =l 3Te
¥ SRISTeRdl Tl aelt 3 337 foran ?

5T el 3w Uey foman, Sifer enfer
g7 FaR 1 &M I Bd i Tl okl T
R =8 off T 79 78 T fexg T o fof it ot
9Hd & e, WA A g st
feer &2 TReRdT 1 3R T & foda %
T et TS % Wi @ 9] R e
T IARA ATl 370 GRS gHaR ST
FHETdl R G & Tobdl &, WAk areqd | 3
T ST Al T & FaT ¢ | G T

3He & I

T SR W IS THT IR el BRN Si 3T
YR ¥ Fg T & R 2 eTR % T 4,
IR MR &, 6 1 H A W 2l GEA
e 7 firet, afees & Al 210 38 ¥ 7T
3R I Sira & i 1 S e I AR
Fed © q1 9 AR BT TRRA §, 9 oFf
SITHA ¥ TAMG 1 T I THR L 3G
& <Ted €1 T BT o Srasyg SR T
- T & T I I o St § | Rame
3T % e T & | AR T |k W Sl
B AfE Tt T T STHHRT Fél W o 7
T & TR R A @Y e T
T A | 379 g Al Shadt w@Ie & o
fSTwm @ WOR % S1eYd <vd, Fav, e iR
w97 ¥ dfea & ST | |l FetEE 9 eTee
T & T 95 USRI Tal oRT | AR Rl Fa0
% TT 9T # Yo, i, w3 & 10 &
G e | 36 Sft e B G e &1 g9
% foTT Yl =1 QT 3@ =T |

AT & R TP ST T R
T AT © foh T 3oy e & | -

TIS7 BT 3% el giet fomn @ & IR M S % TR T H T At 5T, I W % U wEn oA g R w5 i A R oreaa A W A I A% 3T A O SR foh o7 SR TSiE it % feau Trg-dtell & TR % WY S
T ST T & T e SR Tl b & 2 BT o 39 heH 4§ Stfarldr q@ A SR R off et T el e P R T A W R AR A T MW A W FA F I N TeF W IR aredt 4 39 AT TS | Tt G o Ted Wral-firdr, Tt
fvafaener o AT I9M T4 & @ 2, afes aeAn & W B 1 T Ta 1] FellehR, G 144 1 SR SHehl BHN STEId SeHmars) TeeHeral § i SeAM i 1 @l i Rl | 9T 98 Foreret whieh! o TRO-Tq¥, B Fedl Bl MG o a0 T
SR BT A HE T E 3R T T e § O vt 1 I Fehd UM ATt fRewehr 3 3 A e-ol ol el | 3eid %1 90 TS Safq FE a8l W1 S a7 forae T g Hie & el F ot Tt R &1 T feég fomafarmer &1
e TSR o ST 3 oI e T T W | g R e, fohq AT Semet STEH 1 STeY W1 T, Sl ared Sfel feu U 3R Yehel gferaerdt o @ gitem guret 7 vifd iR W  uied formfor STa1 1 Ter o < S W Y. e
T 21 | ) Ve TR A o e & S 8 3 e ATt fage off €1 SRt I hae ot STt foRT T SR R ot e 9@ fo aum fodie e ot o2 afs i Rt i Rt T T H ST AT BRI SFE T SRt
e e 2 Tl fo S goema € 3 oft ekl W fehet, 3@ e o WeR-eridedR & BEe ¥ 9 W gl 9§ oft 9% 9 @ © R o1 % 39 g H & TAad TR A SAEIed ad 91 3 |qelt
&« (reie § 3 G TISTIE-HE 7279 ST S 1 JHI0T  Tif T SaH IS YA i U T WAR B fF <90 310 i o et AMNGht Bl TR-A1HeR S It § Sfaegel IRR § o7 & TR #
1 ST e G A Bl S ST 7 G A 7 TR T RS S A s T o o o1 | T & A TR A A A T e i S oo &, e =t 1 3@ 7 A A
ST T ST R e | S0 e, T e S T R o TS W T R R s A g 30 TR A T B % R w5 S e 3 & B o debei T sife <R 3 =afr ik i T9E
o Y B fer 78 g S T €| TR BT heieher g T & e 13 foforee A WS Gl e el 3 ediAenrel WoAga iR W ol e e S | T el e form afz ST T A SEH S T & W
feit UM o ST o @ & | 98 Sk hicH TRYH Sl Bl 2 | 1 e o & W g i I H e § o6 fodier itk fewforat &, AfeRe s 98 waote T el T R Wehd-F ST 3IR 7 & SR S T S AT Ao Rl ST ST | THT
eI <1 1T b 39 G W efRar § foam Y 3iR 3 % YR % SR STel-STal TS 1R drewhis o) & Wehl foh <91 Wit fén 1 S@ay of et et o o1 9 R E fe 1 1My, foF 9 $9aR gRT Yed UaHisa
T ook T e R o 7 g e =i fé & ae ara ¥ gfer O WER S 39k R ¢ | fafere S a@ W' w1 9 a8 9uee (e R SR § wifiue e ®) 1 EHM T 1|
Tolel 3 3% S X o AU i | S9hl A A AR él foh STRISTT 37N WeeReTStl hl HeATd, 397 response@jagran.com Tfere W
G TR R wreTa 3 o e # 7 A P @ gt e | o
q (y” ,{_ (y” e ¥ e W @ W v W ford org i 1 AR & 3 ST THR 3T TSR F1 G
3TFHY FAR 7 IRGE faera § aem et T o w1 A @ § R foue uefierem @ w gl
- mwa%ﬁmaﬁéamwﬁhﬂmﬁﬁwﬁg (@ﬁ?ﬁ@q)ﬁmaﬁw@ﬁm?ﬁm I AR, el
3. Aifver It . S T TRl T T | FeIRielaR @1/ | 1 A 8 | @k H & A6 | e okl A T I % T M-TR I TS TG ¢ | TREAR
STADARGRDAT 5 et 3 0 o 312 Tt | 0 7 0 70 o | e 81 e 01 % et <) 27 o (ieiueny % 91T (AT D
FHieet Wi, swarae geeed, smeto,  JHIGT b @Y UNIR Bl A ek g e 9 T @ R, i s § waea e 1 Soofe R, R Toid g s S AReRdl el i 9 TR % gee §
Urfek gRd 3R BT A% kS 3TIRTE b RIeTh o7 3R U FE N EF R A TE | FER B | T R A Bl S-S TG TRIAR IR I qh 38 W US| ThSue  foer famel ush wrer & 1S de wge | Aiendr
Al I hE H I faemes ey § TReT WHeT of e ©1 BUR A Sl | 9 @ T ST HIdl e 1 AN e | fRE TS s & WehEs 98 GAfEd e S HET Amde 9 Ioee § 0 e 9
ife S 3] =R 3 T i 25 SC WA DI RHASATN S o1 fowar S whi = 3 ot T W % Aged B AR B g A o 3 A o o R A E ol s o Ut I R ST o GeehR o el Ao 2
ARG T A Y Tl GAE T B e T ol & g R H ¥l | H W W AR U WehaT ¢l 99 2019 H oMk g, gRferd e IR R Teet H waE ¢ R @9 39 S,
J %@ foh SR Uk SHUfAfY of, TR g Gl ST o 9 STAeR hl THIRUSE Wi SHihiceh Ry &t | HiGH ol Sgcd clleRasl IAa # d 9HeR @, lfeh <5, RIS 91T, T A, feoet TR iR Wit @ o fig, o, S |
3 @Rl o favary el TRaers & YA off foRe | Sres]s Sk ) e Ui 3 Yaiferk o U vk H WiEd | 39 aY 39 IS O faumes gAe § 39 frwen 30 B BT A g & o ST TS i 1 Y AN
foF 2017 ¥ Ford iR 3k WRRE  F o1dferd forT T 39 RaR ¥ WEER W Afeel STRIE & ISf wwel ¥ 850 | oft 7oy @ | BREmn SR o1 IRwE o faEmE Y 33 S SR g A © for <u & el w6
q IE H AN At B T g % faeE #E 2l W AeE RS T gl S8 T ¢ Uisie 999 | g § IS Bl i Yo WRd o GO SRRl i o IRA o T W ST Rl YRER SRR o] ol S | e A fokter 7 stroTn ferer
FX grfeh gRY foRam o | oG § Sl oSl | SR oaken o @il § S H 18 Wie iR 58 faure ufeensf | AR ST WS F Sgd Y AN Ae N ACH WG F YoKd IRG HI AR & WA A E, W ARG F  H FiG 9 o= e F Aaredl 3 ¥ <9 A S
¥ Td gu o difed ud 3w el @i foma fow | e aw dfed o % Raeid oty & Aol § SIRM | AW W WA 8, SR TS o fIU W A 98 3 He A R T U g A S i o R0 W] GReT o Te 3 39 e U R SRy
I yaifed framl 2019 # difedr & Wg 39k AR HI AR S & foh d THEG A R W e q T A | SR TR SRR A § 3 376 SU & T O T | ST Akt o WRehR foR wem gt b 9w § SR et § |
Tfery uRkfefd@ § ok ae@ genl SR SR Fgedl § T = UM guer ged T R U9 wfad | SR UsaT €1 9ol @ ST o @ 39 o1 Bl TRR 376 FRR et off %@ €1 o1 gl U € o 59 IS AR, G
3O U WG SR A A Hig & fore Hed e %@ el ¥ difed & uRaR B wemdl | S SfeRd 9 aehichd § | SISTHT SERH I ST I SIS TS T TR Sgd RGN areht el
T deH & U al ma ¥ i 39 el ¥ 2 A ot v e F S A e U ot welt B | el & ufa st ot wifew Siootm Rt 21 oot TR =ifen foh i B oft et T o o 1 P o
g TIeT T ST | iR S5 31T, o [oft R ael] il @Il 3R STaTST 3o aret URaR! ol & iR o | i Suetsd - H STHIhHT d 2 1 @ ST S W F g AR S, g?;w$m$§$mﬂ
I 1 ReAR Y foran ) Sus R e ael feerfdl B SOPR R o @9 W ST gYaR ST fean S TS FAR e, SR SIS, T, WEME, ISh AR S | o oy fore waeprion e 7B & | 370 2 0
TRaR % Rae® STfie Ghel a5 aTe 1| I8 T UF dedak A1 & 08 H 319 e § 3T 7 Thepen = T B T TS TR § | STISTeRdl, T SR B, AR | dopyp ard g R e a2
1 feU M| @ T fF T F GUW ST WAST F oW UNER i AGw H oAewe ¥ W ag Al | WS % IR g TR I @ feeRR v o 1 st w6 A I T S W W
AT T S ST o T SO Y T A e o | T U e B o URaR o ST o faeh @ied 3R | 59 U A ©aE Sleil W A Al § o 3§ ST ATk i WAl © ol 34 hifdehR et R SR, TR AR,
firetr | foarerar # &2 Sfem foF =@ & W & T o T, Sk oMaNSt oM 2 T il ferd S aren B 3 vl 7 A b o, Hed 1 yeete fhad G ¥ % B9 H I 2| WO el S i $1-210-211, JTcR-63, AT
TeR @ o foTT difedm oIk Sgat W R SHHT SR 3UH ST il oI a9 (e e ferfieR &) | IR S92 &R Tl &1 el 3 O ok @R Al Tl o foTT, S T 21 | Uk Gt i RIS STl IR -7 mailbox@jagran.com
21 ol ¥ TET X A W S A SifEW ¥ 9 1 E d 9ol R §, WR 3 S ok fag
TR -, T T, el eI STeeh - 2 FE. HTaehid Feereh-Ho At 0. WeT STeeh-ere T, TR0l erre for. 3 e s sfvemaa w1 501, o1 0.0 farfen, Toh o, 7 feeett & wemnfira o 381 36 gRI€1-210, 211, Faret-63 e 4 7fzd, Hmeeh (T Seaon) foreny weprer fomet

AT : T et hrterd : 011-43166300, AT R : 0120-4615800, E-mail: delhi@nda.jagran.com, R.N.I. No. DELHIN/2017/74721 * 4 31 ¥ FerifTq T SHERI oh <o T8 HU1e og 1.3 3. Tae o STid STRar | Foe foas et =marerd o STeiH 2120 | 3aT Yoe Siaiem |



6 T3 faoetl

- Ay

STHAT

25 fe@er, 2019

Gl i Tl

maé?aﬂﬁ?lﬁgﬁﬁwaﬁ3ﬁwawaﬁﬂw Ueh dR
TR TR ol wi Sl T | SRS TR i (ML)
Y dvER @ S RAE § G- s R ARd @
Tfe | 39 dod Hel ol Sl HIgd ©, 98 fhdl TR Hehe
A HY el T 3T Hel W SR b fIT ThR il dehiel AifaiTd
haH IS hl ST ¢ | JSTHATE hl I <IdraH refeqaeen &
O W IR o [T &l sdH & T w81 9IRa i
3TeicTeeen § Hel i BT W WX 9B o gent of | @R
3 Ior TR Hel okt &Td ohl WSt st et 3T Reafe fenreat
Il TS | 376 forva Siek Tfed g o Tl e TSRt iR @i
% fF aRa & R9d S 7 off v gfg & firee & <
3TTHM e T €, o 9 &1d ol Tt qHT € fon srefeqaen
T 9 A 7 IR 3 o g a9 9% © 6 g
fheTeTel S8 QR ! g SHIE el © | 39 Hehe | e
TIHR ol AIfTd TR W ST hH AT A6y, ITehT 3T 3T9Td
fom @1 1 3M3UauE i far off TH o e B

TR Tefeawe § Ut o hRoT S off 18 B, 7ok e
3R I T&d Bid T&d dl 3T eTelid TR & 2id | Hal o <
Teh!g HROT BId T, ITY FUT 2l 39 BT §, Afehd WRa
T guemd goig 6 o Sl Al S W | S
3TEUATE H i & o guR R ool #d gu et © R
5 YRR & fosita & # gur o o) § [0 @1 o, 98 Sl
ST B T2 10T | ST Hadd 9% § foF {9 i g
T TR | SR Sieh TTHT ol THE § [ 38 & | ol
%l Hehe | HehTer o Tt TR A fUed e A § -
RepT ket off feu, fere ot off S wie@eT gu | foci
el ¥ gU S w3 ot srfereen R AR @ R
JMETATVSURUY o Ueh AN hiS W SIIG =i, ey,
Hierd, TaM SRR WEAd S Uil % TSR IS 6
el o1 W& € foh Sifehr &9 & =g IR-<ifhw fofim ot &
off ST & o FS1 TGS & 1 € | 7 Felehl 3R T8
T3 ¥ & S 3R foxia w3 <=l &l et o4 A 1Y
G gE 9 U T | safere Se-ag e # w0 oF g

9 e IS8 g gad, TUd 3R FEw & siged @l
R HE F T HS A AR W T SARIR ST H AR
TRl § 3N ArEl A o AR &% oS ¥ | T H WK i
3R IE 96 W SR S i o1 &2 Wl 81 997 39 o1
1§ foF <N o UIT ST hTH TR T Al W e Rl O
el W T R 5d TR H A/ I 2 S Fqi 81 B0
a1 Bt 3 HREM AL =11 ? 59 i nfafateE
&l B @ hE foehmd < agt 2 srefederen i gl
T TR 3R 1 T€ TST & foh TSN =1eT aigdl T @l
T forew =R =iue gred § 1 T steiereen o1
TE SR §3T ¥, SHeh! Sheddl Al el ol ST Hehdl | AR
TR-9R I8 <A1 & © foF srefeqawen &1 giar ooty
R A ¢ foh TR o1l TRl e A AR A SR AT | ?
‘{:l‘ ahwﬁﬁﬁmvﬁﬁﬁﬁm#wﬁw

qﬁ%lﬁﬁmwﬁméﬁﬂmwﬁﬁqﬁ%m
I 3T TEAhCH §s, ST Toals & O THY 915 37Tl Bt
¥ | Ty gf3ent Al H WHER S YehiRId Uk arel 37893
< Ydlfelsh AR H 2017 § Y Teh el H e el &l o1
QA T A g3 | Sk STl ¥ R T U5 A oo I
T o < ht SH o AT ol 9HT I U8t Hid ol T G
ISTE o &4 | WSk GHeT Tl &1 [ohdl T & | I8 27 370
39 § FaH o fIu w1 & foF 3TorT-31em aetel 9 B 9
Tgh BIeHl | WA Al 3R 39U S8 A THET Tl hs
WEHR Tl - foha hex SSiFar ot ReeR € 1 st
TSI GG § BIH ATl BIedl 9 7 ohad dgd 9N IRaAR €€ Sd
€, 37 I W 3T 3R ISl B, WHIfSTeh dist e ®9
T gunferd 810 €, afceh <9 Y sreferrae b off Wi JeRa
TEad § | 9ad ¢ R 3a1 a9 T W g Al sH-afd
T Ueh TR T o ®Y § T el [hal SHT 91y 2

e Tt 39 RUiE # o 98 927 fdeme § 76 =7 gedl
TR gl § oY § S v Uee anh @R AieaRiea
IR 9| I8 kel e 3iad § off s1fies 21 Jeieht i
o1 B A TE T ST § foh Tgeh W U I hid el ohl
TE B BT © | g <90 H IS AT hl Uhid sH Tl ©
for 3R T Yo U Y 8T K TSeh IR T <hi hIfTeT
T BT & 1 918 =TIk e bl Aeh od § | Ak 89N T8l
3R 3l Sl dIee # Uee =e arel gHensil o RIR 2
W, @ TE A F 96 R o @ i hae difea
SR & a1 T 9o fMivl, @ IR I1araTd & el | e
U el ¥ R sad Yt afEl w IR-weyet AT S @
T G § AR S Tgehi deh TR Uee BRI a1 Sufean
TATEAl ok foTu fowi =Hazen el & Wehdl © ? Wifch 30 31
HE TR R TE @M S Tkl § TR Iget wom T A et
o RN & Fewe Sl SFIET Sl STEAl okl ik o w9 H
T R ST @1 | 98 R e o T Hifd § 2

T © fF ISl W TH A Bl o oY T ¥4 9
Irarnd FEE § AR Ik U H ATIRarel 9O 9T
HRE & | lfch T ARAd ASehl o oIt &4 g
T % Oel B off S Al fowedt ® 2 wgh Aee gl
% e SN iR 3w fomm @1 T ey Heequl
e @ T AR I8 W R AUe W W OAEG
TATEAL T &1 Y IST8 o9 @1 & <l o Wie i S8 e
2 o5 == 3ok o # Senfees ugfa & e 9 g &
T 1 AT T 3 hIE gUR i e © | fagem ae © R
W AT AU W 3TH A T3] iR et # I8 samn
ST ® 3 30 e & SCHl S Y 91 €, 3! asTe
AT THR T & 9fd WRBRI hi TFCE] hi ISTg 1 &l

Fehdl B! 3MRER BT AT Al <l & A8 & S o <
A & 9fd 39 TR I IS H9 &1 ST Fohl § 2

e

3G SieI IedR & °1d &l TRE &
1d ol 3 ST, i1 3qepl
ferem=T g8em &1 e
- 919 91l

www . readwhere. com

ANTRRAT hT AT 3T ehe

STliee WM

3V Bt TSt e A 2 |
TRIRA! B iy fUBel Ui 1l 4
5T ¥ S 3BT-B T, 39 At
@l IR B W@ fen| 3U- 3 &t
YR ATferel B & felt e &l
FAT-TT 9Tl T8l Y U ¥ ? IS
@ @ TR T 39 darig |
JeTsht ¥ | 3o WY 3R 3R Buy
Td B & 916 od 3ifer Titer 9
3T, T 3 WG] IR<fdd YReR
9 X[l ¥ STeY @ )

IR TSt 9 oY AR o¥ | TARIRE! A

T AR IR 3R ArResd
(TEA) A, 2019 1 a0 81 @ 2 | folry
I M TR WE et TE T A fomr
TSI T & Agcd H Wd: Thd S Al b
Rge® 3tieie o e 81 W® € | WK, o
o ANReRI ot fearsll 3R I ol Wergygfd 9
SEA-GAd- A, Tk IS I8 3h THA
T IW ME B TR W T, 3RSl
3TR X 1 U © | ANTReRar foa ol dfaem
% faaw sard gu gum @ | & At
ff TR &t TE § | Hd, dorE, ufivem S,
T Yol ol PRI A df 3799 J&i AnTRepdl
YN A AN HA F T4 B o 2

TPR ok 9 | 3T A foh 3 o= &
AR SR fIeEeR ng e g, S ER

TG SMEERIRAl | hE SRR T2l gl B
HITH 2l foh Bl ST STl qREG! ohl ST
WA St ¥ | WEEE YR 6 enfeard
SRl # WM el R | 3T9H & $® o forel o
T AT AN B | AR W TR AR R
el T Tl &, SAIE I8 JaR ol ekl Tl
TS I S, e araRy ¥ 3 6 g
IROTT ST S GhT | TE ooTE ¢ foh 3w T &
39 A S SAQ] oy 71 gair ok |l
TsAl Aigd WA AR hl g HHE
TR % TEd WS, GRehide 3
IR T o § | 31 S & foh AR
GYNEH A ok 3THA H 3 h F1G 3kl STHHA,
T, TE9H 3R ISR W Fehe 3 ST | e
o T TS T S A STSA T Sttt Ul
S 3R 9 fég 7 €, <ifeh et winit Rl @i
T R off I & fagems 21 a
qeeEl gaUSA W oaH IR 9 %
MR TR 37T el ohid | THAT A aht
ToR # AR SIS 3T B AR W B 1 e
T2 a8 ¢ o 9 Tt ¥ wh wHE T
T T T TSy eyl % fR
e o § R sivereet guemE & [

T WR U ¥, afeer aierest &g o |
et fég off aen 1R gu §

15 3R, 19853ﬁd<qn|c1|v1€h_s{ Ty
WHR AR ffd W wee I
() T & &= S eﬂmﬂwsﬁ‘cngem
o, 399 Weufd o+t off fF 1971 ¥ Tea

Sl ST 3T H S M 8, I AR of |8

I Fehdl & | FHEidl T IR R FHedl §
& 24 7, 1971 & =1 MU W sraYy

he, RN A 3MH-FFE | G9E & el Tl 9§
ANTReRar GeneA fa8eres, 2019 TIRG wan foan |

ARRAT R FEA H STHHRA,
IR 3TR Selles | |e 2014 T 31T f,
fg g, S, TR 3R TUE o o weft eray
Yafqdt i ARIRERAl o7 W1 JEYE €, Raw
TIAH! o | I8! <1d 39 I b foie sl Fel
TSI I8 B < k1 FfguE Tt aRdEr & fo

3T i TS Weeh WA | THRIREAT
et Tl Ui A § ST H S STRI-awd
T, 3G AT hl 9L hich WG ST | 319 319
Tl ARAM™ Ao A o g @Rl -
SIaH T8l I U W2 UST Wl U IR
T 39 haEe § It W a9 999 31
3Gl BT T A o 9GOl 3ifd T A
3, dl 3TH el IRl ARA 39 e 9

AR &% AHR Hl TR e 8, TR ST
oH, i, oo, AR, i = Oen F off 2
ANTReRaT WIMEA fI8¥es @ & 9 SRR i
TeH AT & | O & 3MUR W R skl AmReran

STel & MU T oS e # o ¥ W W
fecfertt <5 = «ff wnferet =2t o | o et <t
o M B, STH 3GH i Ygall Higell JeIwl
I Fe TR, qd Teeuid mEwed e

T H w1 B, T F WAEH B THRA
Sefh QW H ATRD Uk HHRUS AR
fOTHehT 3TEH U] 3TCqEEdeh TYarl o 3ifereRRl
1 &Il AT © | AIRERdT TR I < T

Yaifaa ol 99 9T ST STH
TS I A el W <@d g¢ o ST H

S o AR h qH T A THARE

TISIRAN 3 T 3TAT| TARIMRHl & Hehdg
TRAT AReRT AR TR gHufsd sl qeaH
AT AT | BRI UM k1 Sid 3ifqw Adier
[HA A, 1 ST 319 g arT 0 fFemed, S

olehY 1 | THRTRE ol T, 3 # I8 & |
foIet 81 o 1 off, WRePR  ohIS Taleh Ael 9

3EHE o RedeR, Aifec ehedl REhR foror
I Wrerarel iR T STEe il Yl Hfea
YEIE ISl <l & IREAR o WS, Il
T Sl SUTEAE <l U 9] <o dfed
31 - AR gfemt €1 5 IRaRt @6
W 394 it el 8, 3 e, I uew
3R Y= <me W 3R 3/ H 59 At
o & G ¢ | T o < § e I
YR HIE, TUE e S a6,
iR SRl A 3HH @ 71 facEd
AR A ZehT W SR ehra gl
% T T B 1 S Ae T ot 9E ST,
B TS facelt sifreRtor 3 g <l wes
| afere el it = fean fop smeR @
AR # dl o, <lfeh o a1 3WR IS
gfafAfr TR o WHA T A g ol |

31+l ek 9% I 7TEl © fob THITRHA
B < & AR o w9 H Yfie & fag
THIH-hY SEATCS I8 A SaH | 374 deh
SiT STd WA 3TE T, SHeh Jalterh it <l
S Ueh Goid Sldel o 8 | U9 § Ueh
e Td MU Al T Sfeetarst A H4
fgem, T® e WO ¥ OWER 3 3™
Uil Td IRUMRIE @ qeeE % faw e

g 3R 379 98 THIR ol AR A H AN
& § | 39 91 ol 3T 3T TS J o TS

319 3119 <kl IRA Hiferd 2l Y I | 30 o
WE A A IR gEenE I /g iR e
3ffeeTdl THEE & W & | 30 Ui o =i

deh H Sfe fRa B 1 Tk 3T IR-9R I8 el ST
W & TAARA @] B W, A g0 SR
JUHE 3 T ®9 H FEl § fh 39 d9y #

TR SFeeelt fég 1 o1 &1 a1 ufvem s, 3
&g yardt & s % 9 die Ik 13 o At

Shfee # IS == doh T8l g8 © | forael THE
1 AR A H 9 el @1 8, 3% S W B

% WeR Uil A R ufHH e o 3 9

ANTRER SRME hT <l AR JHAHH & S

femaeT e ol e AT ARl © | Te) IS8

SHT-<AT 78l ©1 00 H TG 99 3 9F @

mee IR foru U 8?2 I 9% I §, e
T T TR AFRE U g3 §, WRAAR 4 e,
STfEart iR e TeH | 3¢ <X ¢ fh
AR TS A &3S | HEl Seh A1y
Yeurg o - fR S S daenfes
PR, 1 Ffad &l 8, Fifch TR |
AW T B ot Iot8 T 39 A o AR ARIER,
Hufq 3 U WHR N 3ME Teh ek |
fo7 SMUN | Safr Y AYEfadt @ ANRE

A NS SR TR G e d THREmERE A ards @i i AR TR @ s Soaam T # 81 WA FF TRG S AR Ja & S|
LN D
1997 Gt dR T 7 R S F oft e ot | I'i 7k TR ig?;jdé?@dﬁﬂldl{ﬁﬁ@@&@*ﬂﬁd@@i 1 TR TG AT IAAE T 2| IR

‘a‘ﬂ‘fﬁw, 3Tk AN <Rl Tl TT9d BT foh
3hel H HAT RN A1 g S o
ST & | IR e | Yo | w9 § Stieiaar s
Tl B8 IR 9 © R qeAn O go-wd
o feTT STHAR T Tehid &1 1T Bidl © | Sifeh
H [ Rerferi o6t a1 6 @1 1 HA o A
1 @ 3R WEgy R ¥ R ok 9 Fe-
FO ITW o Wd ¢ IR & F© fE @
oRfecdi & @ B §, o W' W gEd
fodelt HEI TR € | Uehlehi-siiad HJ5T ol
FO FS ARAT B HN S @1 7| @R
e | cAferd QAReRdl ¥ o1 el ¢ | gl
R Safer SR 37ehell 1@l 39k WA § 7 S
FA-HY Tod 1 RIS R 3He o
g | fonslt wfcrifirar = wlien # fawe faemeft =1
3Thel T8l W& o1 AT | kel H Bamn § 98
TeTd e ot 33T FWehell € |

T T i g Jenfiga gu o 3 o R
37e Site H F® T A i el 811 R
& AR H I3 TR W & W@ | 8R-

W h HSHl ok WA ot go- e wH R
TS | Tditeta o 3fa@e | S @ | 3ReR &
73, Srwent smeient off | 9 MR W o 2R
g Wi o4 oY Teh T foea? gehg foran | iR
F© ol Ik & 9 IR ¥ 9 W W 7T H
I HEH Wl q IS S-Sk S Sit

grfgehdr 1 S w U 3R
Y MM e w FASA H HEGH Hh
fAfers off oY Id © | ATfeehal | e o e
T G 0T Sie B | SEH 3 va i

ISR T T [Nk el TS § fF 71 9E
H ¥ | 9YE H 1@ X B Siia &l Ihfeard iR
IATESeh o1 Wehd ¢ | SR <At off 9 #

3R ORI & Yo B o111 ¢ | Sfeeh B

& HRUT YSHIIAT T21 &9 Tl | ST 3Thel 184
& 3T AR h Sliad I Tl T Bidl =il

Ad, HR A § e R Sia <l STIAR 9
T BAT BT 9 9 AT
ek 39eh WY B Wa-gd

T TH I i @ el

gfer A% 3ma

STl © | T8l ol fis 3THdR 9Y 37kl &1 @d
g, A HH H he|
sMcAeet @ T i A
3% SRR Ul o

373, <131 | SR-GFHAT Rl == o | SER-Heleh

o1 o1 &1 g% | UM qk G I A
Tttt H $o UH S oA foh 9 s o
Sl ST o9 T | GRS ANRAT <h §Y8 | dl
3TeR! Frafid €9 9 S S § 3R 96l 9 <9
SR ==t Y € SR W W ¥ | I art
i ot J&-J& ¥ aRss AMRel & 39 ®RA |
A &, W FHD i o 918 3T 2 eig = |

ol | ek WY @l | 99 | S 9ieH 36 W
%, 3¢ QUYl 9 TS | TG A AR © |

Ueh T W G B ot B

TA-foRId TR FIE ASHI 3Thel Hal ol
@I 8 @ 98 SRR B Fehll © | AR Ik
Y TH-TR SR €, @ 98 W BT H
G 2| 3AfeTT FHN AfEehdl o drehd <h
T BT | UTHOT & B Al TSR Afge
W WEHdl 98’ 99 W} ¢ | 39k TR §O
Afgad gafe o 3 ot w W@ 1 3T
M AT IR FO ARN o AT e T w/M

AfeRd o fRel =t &1 GAd A1 9 M Al 3
WehTeh! STia &1 9 374 &1 T3 o7 |

AT U ISR i § | 39 A ISR
Ig I ¥ o 9 99 9 91 |1 99 9
e T, Ueh hAX H faHe &Y SRR &9

S TN fhavd ¥ AqE! BId & | T @
9 fHeT-Sa 9de 78 Wd | I8 hls
3TN 3ed 2, W T it He AR 7d F Fdid
g for & o foRdlt @ s foreran-jeran =) #

Fiferd REAT TEd & 2 a9 o o1d @9 § 37

AT, SAH HTH Teh 3T AT & | HIE ool
A H 3hed TSI @ ol 98 S9 Pl i e
T S 7, for i =@t S | afera Sa &
9% el & WY Wa-%hed @ § df sad
foha T Tfeerd reRY ¥R ailedl €| Adad I8
for wfeehal TH1 5 § Sl BAR 3@ & TS

 for o 3o i TRy, Afrd 50 Fo =
W@ B, TR off Tehid § =1 S =mEd © |
3T Taad I8 § o &0 el 7 7 ot 4R

gH 1 Tod Fad Ham Wl § | 39 g
&1 T | T8 § 18 Y 3Tk Y& hl IRl 9HH
Tehdl &, Sl WTfgehal i Sl ¢ |

Teleh! ER

9 i T T T Ry TU T
Waaﬁﬁaﬂwaﬁauﬁa@wm
T e o 3R &Y o o eR-Ud &1 ¥4 &
A <kl SEIAT 3TR Feleh! THAT hid i f31aT
< € | forama s Wi ())& Sfeed &
YA T AR Sl § | I8 R g § <t
YUY § AR S B S TR 4 ST
3IUCTN GEHER’ § g1 Sl SHiEa e
foan €1 ot o e T g # R-foriy,
B, SEAMT, AH, feer e i ot g
I 3R A ST ATl FAfA TF W@ T |

3R T 1 B 3AM 3Tl I8 W Il P&
o W o g H el Tl ARt w1 @ 2
ST SR SR S R W@ a9 S|
favara & for fopame amer fom & |ian Feist sroA
el § =41 o fou et et STl §1 98 &
g 319 T=ai ol SdTdl § | WfehT Sqeh W Tl
319 =i ol I€ Sa foh Wial geiis] qaehl I8
ey &1 & for e § meft Tota T W A =t |
T A, TR Y TR T & IS 3Tfdeh 1 e
A Y Tl o HFA T | 3 dd W R |
ER 8 Ff T 7 8, TR of e J eiftr <t
TR, 3N TN &k WY 3T 3fde™ 3R 3T

T <A1 STTEROT ot B foRdil <Rl AT =g |
® TSI FAR TigH, TR

HIT bl QI
fieelt & S Hel ol H gU WA
JAfehie ol TS el oid o T uer o fom
WAHAR qSeh e o RSl 3aleh | huS hl
Tiem § o0 3T F < A ot S B9 ol

A SIS <l TN 59 HEAT H Al 3 hl <le
MiE Wiche samn <1 W@l 7 | fowet # wié wishe =l
I8 9 HE T B gH &1 FP §HT T
S getreh H 26l aig W ol 10T H 98 i,
@ 31 Sed | TR MW | A AN Bl A
1 UM BT IST AT\ 3Tk odid & fF 2017-
2018 H 29,423 GeleAT g off, ToH 1267 @
=9 U 3R 318 SR ohl 3T S Ta Je |

T 21 SRR T Ge A T8l hd & S &1
Tl SIS A hl SEIHIA hid © | oifeh U8l o
S | A BT T HH R I | 3T ok o
I W &% fIU A9 1 T R
BIAifch U8l ST o oM &Y 8d ¥ 3R
3111 1T <l 3T dTehd -T2l ¢ | ek SUfTT <Tel
 fop o weie Wl oA o ¥ ) gfarenelt
AT IS 3T 914 §, WAfehT @R ST Heal of

feoell # B HEH 3T WE I e Bl W@l B,
ifehe fSHER et Hehd 3R Stfreprl 3!
37 7o TEd ¢ | ool H 31 o Uk g RO

Tl R § o oy N W | i e ¥ g A
TCATT 3T T 8, I A F&! Tl
T for < sme T o i A

feit 911 5 1 o1 R 3(UH I g9 Aol | R Ul § : U-8, Aded-7,
AITST 201301, fofeT : TSR, 3T Ue

3110 TTE a1 31T &1 SHel &b SIRY 4 TH TP Ugdl Tdd 2 | 3MS! &

chaupal.jansatta@expressindia.com

Jg W ¥ Sl &% OR WEA 3Td € | Ry TR,
forteh hRuT fi-oTHeR MieAt a@t =1 f el ugd
Tt § A1 R 3% I ARk Rl USdl g
S SE 99lE 98 § foh ARl IWE foIsrelt & R’
T SiolTel A BT | ©ifeh |1 ol feR g9 wid
T 3R T & 3w | Sy § foR R fm sl
PR BIEA T AMY T W HMH |

® Wiaw, TAdly, @Wear U9

ST ST
S-S I a5l ¥, AIA w9 # of
TS 3T & | 3T G Tt ot 3TueT forepat
e Tt T AN W W WM | § SR
AT I1 Gferenaii <l oSTe W 9gd et Wi 8l

T | A 2R HHSIR B Hehd | ST BH TG
2019 ¥ e TOR © 9 1 98 g 9 | g
TS off | 379 < ® T 2020 T sRI-<Rn qepeien!
TSt Bl § 3T <t ol IRIReE Ted o fRaet

R T
o I SHic, wya], fagr

R faeea

B 8 H ‘WM 25" § Tk OR R 8 T
el WA el T 3R T et =i et 9
2 T ¥ | T T U g iR g
T Uq1 Y Rl §1 T8 Sd g¢ fR '
WA &, TR off 20 39 3© 718 o e, Raae s
o ITATAT | SRTE, T0eh ARU o fou &

3 feeett

3fehell G FP Gl HY Wehdl, ik BH A
3R qATeRor ol TsTHifden st o wier oY el
T TR | 3AIAT ST & foh SgeTmamt WoHifd <
ey A el o 999 TR ST | U 99 6
& Toh RVl 9gd B¢ doh (STHHCR ©, 98 §
et sneRa gfqeasicAs faem, o & saq
feferam ot sreleamen AT § 3R & s s
TR T BH TITERUN bl R3S o <d ©, 3T
T © fop STt o a9 ‘I Steidt’ smenRa
I W &I T ST, <Hifeh 3HY Wgd Sleat
T GHSN S GEEE T Wehd € | 96 T AR
MR T SIS MenRa Meher= & ST 3R
TH AR <9 firet Se, a9 U T e |

® P37 T, FEUsd, I UQH

HHierd & are

T g d=e AT TSiel A B B H U
He<aqul T2 ol 3R AR A Iehivd fohal & |
3T Tt Afed S0 o 122 T o iRl 9
3 foran © foF 9 et o dsiieReor | i ol |
IT o I, el o argHed H IguUT o wared
TR UM TR § 3T Wik ki gweEn ot faerd
®Y GRO H G B TeMe 7 T R H
Arersiteh R8T & AIEA ol J8a) g i o
31U I & 1 39 U T G ol 31 bl Sl ©,
R aRAl bl Gl § feA-gfdafe SR grar S
@1 & | 3TT IRae o [EHl &l W & o
E o ARWN SRR fJehe Bl ST @l 21
M S oAt I ¥ ot WeHTR IR T8
A T8t § B S 1 ¥ | TG0 h e @l
3Ol e JAEd © @ | AT TR 3fde
ey el W SR 2H, e I GiReRd ¢ |

® FfAd WeTciehdl, 3aR




