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12 killed in Kazakhstan plane crash

Nearly 100 people were on board the aircraft that came down soon after take-off and slammed into a house
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Musharraf challenges
verdict in treason case
ISLAMABAD
Pakistan's former military
dictator General Pervez
Musharraf (retd.) has filed a
petition against the special
court's verdict convicting him
of high treason and
sentencing him to death,
according to media reports.
The petition highlighted that
the "judgment contained a
mix of anomalies and
contradictory statements”. p1i

Indonesian Muslims

rally for China's Uighurs
JAKARTA

More than a thousand
Muslims marched to the
heavily guarded Chinese
Embassy in Indonesia's capital
on Friday to protest China's
treatment of its Uighur
Muslims. The protesters,
many wearing blue
headbands reading “Save
Uighurs,” unfurled Indonesian
and Uighur flags as they
marched to the Embassy in
downtown Jakarta. ap

S. Korean court dismisses
‘comfort women' plea
SEOUL

South Korea's Constitutional
Court on Friday rejected a
petition seeking the repeal of
a 2015 deal with Japan,
settling a bitter dispute over
“comfort women" — Korean
women enslaved for sex by
the Japanese military during
the Second World War.

Brazil police probe attack
on actors of film on Jesus
RI10 DE JANEIRO

The Rio de Janeiro police said
on Thursday they are
investigating a video by a
far-right group that claimed
to have carried out an attack
on a group of actors who had
depicted Jesus as gay. The
attack took place on Tuesday
at the studio of the actors,
whose film Christ’s First
Temptation began streaming
on Netflix on December 3. arp

REUTERS
ALMATY

Twelve people were killed
and dozens injured when a
plane with nearly 100 pas-
sengers and crew on board
crashed soon after take-off in
Kazakhstan on Friday.

The Bek Air Fokker 100
got into trouble shortly after
departing from Almaty, the
Central Asian country’s com-
mercial centre, on a pre-
dawn flight to the capital
Nur-Sultan.

It lost altitude during take-
off and broke through a con-
crete fence before hitting a
two-storey building, Kazakh-
stan’s Civil Aviation Commit-
tee said. It was not imme-
diately clear what caused the
crash.

“The plane tilted to the
left, then to the right, then it
started shaking while still
trying to gain altitude,” said
businessman Aslan Nazarali-
yev, who survived the crash.

Investigators found
scratch marks on the
runway.

“Before crashing, the air-
craft touched the runway
with its tail twice, the gear
was retracted,” Deputy
Prime Minister Roman

Gone in seconds: Police and rescuers

International Airport in Kazakhstan on Friday. =ap

Sklyar told reporters. “A
commission ... will establish
whether this was pilot error
or technical issues. The run-
way was in an ideal
condition.”

A survivor told a news
website that she heard a “ter-
rifying sound” before the
plane started losing altitude.
“The plane was flying at a
tilt. Everything was like in a
movie: screaming, shouting,
people crying,” she said.

Authorities initially put
the death toll at 15 or more
but later revised the figure to
12. They said 49 people were
in hospitals, some of them in
a serious condition.

‘Breach of rules’
The plane had been carrying
93 passengers and five crew,
and the Interior Ministry
said the captain was among
those killed.

The Ministry said it was in-

working on the site of the plane crash near Almaty

vestigating a possible breach
of flight operation and safety
rules, a standard legal proce-
dure. Kazakhstan’s aviation
committee said it was sus-
pending all flights by carrier
Bek Air and those of Fokker
100 aircraft pending the re-
sults of the investigation.

Mr. Nazaraliyev said he
had been seated next to an
emergency exit in row 15 and
all the rows in front of him
were torn off when the plane

broke in half on impact.

“We got out through the
emergency exit ... [ and oth-
er men started getting peo-
ple out and away from the
plane. Some were trapped
by concrete debris from the
building. There were moans
and screams and it was
dark,” he said.

At the airport at Nur-Sul-
tan, relatives of the passen-
gers — some of whom were
going to join their families
for the holidays — were being
briefed on their fate and of-
fered flights to Almaty.

“Those responsible will
face tough punishment in ac-
cordance with the law,” Ka-
zakh President Kassym-Jo-
mart Tokayev tweeted,
expressing condolences to
the victims and their fami-
lies. He also ordered an audit
of all Kazakh airlines.

Mr. Tokayev declared De-
cember 28 a national day of
mourning and appointed
Prime Minister Askar Mamin
to head a commission to in-
vestigate the crash.

The crashed plane was
built in 1996, the govern-
ment said, and its most re-
cent flight certificate was is-
sued in May 2019.

IS claims it executed 11 Christians in Nigeria

‘The killings were in reprisal for the death of former chief Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi and his spokesman’

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KANO
Jihadists aligned to the Islam-
ic State group have released
a video claiming to show the
execution of 11 Christians in
restive northeast Nigeria.
The footage posted online
late on Thursday by the IS-
linked propaganda arm
Amaq showed 11 blindfolded
men being shot and stabbed
by jihadists from the Islamic
State West African Province

‘Climate change caused
15 disasters this year’

Calamities cost $1 bn each, says a charity

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS

At least 15 natural disasters
linked to climate change this
year caused damage of over
$1 billion each and seven of
them cost at least $10 bil-
lion, British charity Chris-
tian Aid said on Friday.

This year is set to be the
second hottest year in histo-
ry and each of the disasters
in the report has a link with
climate change, Christian
Aid said. “From Southern
Africa to North America and
from Australia and Asia to
Europe, floods, storms and
fires brought chaos and des-
truction,” it said.

Assembling its report
from official figures, esti-
mates by NGOs and aid bo-

dies, scientific studies and
media reports, the charity
said the disasters displaced
millions and caused wides-
pread deaths. These includ-
ed the floods that ravaged
north India, typhoon Leki-
ma in China, Hurricane Dor-
ian in the U.S., floods in Chi-
na, floods in the Midwest
and southern U.S., typhoon
Hagibis in Japan and the Ca-
lifornia wildfires, the cos-
tliest tragedy at $25 billion.

The charity said the ma-
jority of deaths were caused
by just two events, in India
and southern Africa, which
called it “a reflection of how
the world’s poorest people
pay the heaviest price for
the consequences of climate
change.

(ISWAP) at an undisclosed lo-
cation. “This is a message to
Christians all over the
world,” said a masked man
in the one-minute video.

He claimed the killings
were in reprisal for the death
of IS chief Abu Bakr al-Bagh-
dadi and his spokesman.

IS leader Baghdadi com-
mitted suicide in October to
avoid capture during a U.S.
special forces raid on his hi-
deout in northwest Syria.

5 al-Qaeda
terrorists held
in Pakistan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LAHORE

Five “important” al-Qaeda
operatives were arrested in
a raid in Pakistan’s Punjab
province, averting a “ma-
jor terror attack” on offices
of intelligence agencies
and sensitive installations
in the area, officials said on
Friday.

The Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD) of the
Punjab police said the op-
eration smashed the media
cell and the terrorism fi-
nancing network of the Al-
Qaeda Indian Subconti-
nent (AQIS). The CTD and
the Inter-Services Intelli-
gence (ISI) on Thursday
night arrested the terro-
rists from Gujranwala city,
some 80 km from Lahore.

In recent months, ISWAP
has intensified its attacks on
Christians, security person-
nel and aid staff, setting up
roadblocks on highways and
conducting searches.

Targeting civilians

The UN had on Tuesday con-
demned the “increasing
practice by armed groups to
set up checkpoints targeting
civilians” in the northeast of
Nigeria. On Sunday, the jiha-

dists killed six people and
abducted five others, includ-
ing two aid workers, when
they intercepted vehicles on
a highway on the outskirts of
Maiduguri, the Borno state
capital.

In a similar attack on De-
cember 5, ISWAP fighters
disguised as Nigerian sol-
diers stopped and searched
vehicles at a checkpoint near
Maiduguri. The group
claimed in a statement that

six soldiers and eight civi-
lians, including two Red
Cross workers, were among
those abducted.

Last week, the group re-
leased a video showing 11 al-
leged hostages.

One of the detainees in
the video who identified
himself as a school teacher
said all the 11 hostages were
Christians and appealed to
the Nigerian government to
secure their release.

Israel’s Netanyahu
sweeps party poll

Vows to win March general election

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
JERUSALEM

Embattled Israeli Prime Mi-
nister Benjamin Netanyahu
told supporters on Friday
he would win a March gen-
eral election after scoring a
landslide victory in the lea-
dership primary of his right-
wing Likud party.

Israel’s longest-serving
premier, who faces a cor-
ruption indictment as well
as a third general election in
12 months, was expected to
beat rival Gideon Saar in the
leadership primary.

But the convincing mar-
gin of victory — by 72.5% to
27.5% — strengthens his po-
sition in the party he has
dominated for 20 years.
Around 57,000 Likud mem-
bers voted on Thursday — a
little less than 50% of those
eligible.

“Now is the time to unite
and bring a tremendous vic-
tory for the Likud and the
right in the election,” Mr.
Netanyahu told a press
conference.

“Most of the people sup-
port the right and support
me to lead the government.”

In what appeared to be a
general election campaign
speech, Mr. Netanyahu did
not mention the defeated
Saar once.

He thanked U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump, a close
ally, for his support for Is-
rael and said a Likud victory
in the next election would
bring more  “historic
achievements.”

Likud and the centrist
Blue and White party were
deadlocked after elections
in both April and Septem-
ber, with neither able to
command a parliamentary
majority under Israel’s sys-
tem of  proportional
representation.

Last month, Israel’s Attor-
ney General indicted the

Benjamin Netanyahu

prime minister for fraud,
bribery and breach of trust
over a series of corruption
allegations he denies.

Blue and White leader
Benny Gantz also used Fri-
day’s primary result as a ral-
lying call for the general
election.

He said Mr. Netanyahu’s
victory showed Likud mem-
bers had “elected a leader
facing three indictments,
who is seeking to unravel
the rule of law and secure
personal immunity”.

“These elections demand
that we place a mirror in
front of ‘the Netanyahu par-
ty’ and make the choice for
unity, dignity and internal
reconciliation.”

Third shot

Ofer Zalzberg, Israel analyst
with the International Crisis
Group think tank, said the
result kickstarted the elec-
tion campaign.

“Netanyahu is going for a
third shot, hoping the next
election will prove more
successful,” he said.

“This strengthens his po-
sition within the right wing
who saw he is still able to
achieve victories but it
doesn’t fundamentally
change the arithmetic for
the next election.”

Early polls indicate that
the March 2020 election
could again result in
stalemate.

[ranians laud protesters and vow to fight on

Many take their grievances against the govt. to cemeteries where the killed protesters are buried

FARNAZ FASSIHI

Forty days after the first prot-
esters were killed in Iran’s
worst unrest in decades, Ira-
nians took their grievances
against the government to
cemeteries on Thursday,
marking both the end of the
traditional mourning period
and their determination not
to back down.

Over four days of protests
in November, security forces
shot and killed up to 450 pe-
ople, human rights organisa-
tions estimate, and in the
weeks leading up to Thurs-
day, some of their survivors
called on the public to join
them in yet another act of
defiance: at the graveyards
of their loved ones.

Iran’s leadership was not

A grim picture: A file photo of people walking near a burnt bank,
after protests against increased fuel prices in Tehran =reuters

having it. Even before the
end of the mourning period,
the authorities began crack-
ing down, beefing up securi-
ty in cities across the coun-
try, renewing their
disruption of the internet
and conducting waves of
pre-emptive arrests.

Then on Thursday, un-
iformed security forces and
plainclothes militia deployed
en masse across the country
to keep people off the
streets. They lined up on foot
in riot gear at squares, and
paraded through residential
and commercial neighbour-

hoods in platoons of motor-
cycles and armoured vehi-
cles carrying the Iranian flag
and waving weapons, video
shared on social media
showed.

‘Total calm’

“Tehran is under total calm
and security,” its chief of pol-
ice Brig. Gen. Hossein Rahi-
mi declared on Thursday.
“Our enemies are constantly
trying to instigate chaos and
instability.”

Accounts and videos that
emerged from the country
despite the information
clampdown suggested, ho-
wever, that Iranian protes-
ters made their presence
known, if generally in small
groups, at cemeteries and in
the streets of several cities,

including Karaj, Isfahan,
Mashhad, Behbahan, Ma-
lard, Najafabad, Yazdan
Shahr and Shahriar. There
were unconfirmed reports of
50 arrests. They gathered to
honour the dead, and as
they did so, some chanted
slogans against Iran’s Su-
preme Leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, calling him a
“murderer”.

The protests, which began
on November 15, broke out
hours after the government
raised gasoline prices by
200%.

Already struggling under
the burden of economic
sanctions imposed by the
U.S., Iranians took to the
streets in what became the
broadest unrest seen in the
country in decades. nv Times
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5 Corrupt — owning houses at
residential part of city (6)

7 Tries to join in the middle of
unrestrained leaderless
practice (8)

9 Complete stop by noted
criminal (3-2-3)

10 Mistakes made by God starting
to take long time to cover (6)

»

11 When Jesus returned from
undersea stay, mysteriously
(6,6)

13 California politician on
American grounds (6)

15 Trouble as Academy’s place in
draw is taken by University

(6)

18 Home on Big-Sur’s outskirts
owned by crook — Queen’s
agent (6,6)

21 Wrong to get behind net &
counter in this game? (6)

22 Sick man with enteric disease
starts to be awkward (3-5)

23 Same problem seen in
misshapen part of house (8)

24 Draft from flowing inlets (6)

m DOWN

1 Tread of pedestrian was loud,
household animals also rose
up (8)

2 Get close to listener please...

(6)

3 Device with silver-tip’s hot,
gets more glowing (8)

(set by Bruno)

4 Quite nonchalantly, setter
slipped out to chase female

(6)

6 Police cruiser with air
conditioner’s normal to be
seen around (5,3)

7 Spoke of Darius’ organisation

(6)
8 Loud landmark spot (4)

12 Unaware what | would do with
a 5x5 grid? (8)

14 Minarets in Islamabad rising
around — leaning to the left

(®)

16 Store displaying many a set of
crafts (8)

17 This is worn? Right! (1-5)

18 Long and hot cargo vessel
with prow missing (6)

19 Job of Gates perhaps,
encourage technology
leaders? (6)

20 An immature version of North
Indian boy? (4)
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FAITH

Education, values & skills

The study system of yore was designed to inculcate a com-
prehensive set of values and life skills in children from diffe-
rent walks of life. During the period of study, children were
entrusted in the hands of a guru and had to stay in his dwell-
ing away from home. They were taught both Samanya dhar-
ma, the universal values and code of conduct applicable to
all, and Visesha dharma, or professional ethics and skills,
pertaining to the livelihood that each one inherits by birth,
as a brahmin, a kshatriya, a vaisya and so on, pointed Swa-
mini Satyavratananda in a discourse.

The focus was on ethical and moral disciplines such as ya-
ma, cultivating of moral values such as truthfulness, ahimsa
and self- control; niyama, acquiring regular habits of study
and worship; asana, sitting quietly in order to achieve tran-
quillity; pranayama, taking breathing exercises in order to
gain control of the mind; pratyahara, freeing the mind from
the thralldom of the senses; dharana, concentrating; dhya-
na, meditating and Samadhi, rising to the super conscious
state. Side by side, professional training was given to make
each one competent to pursue one’s livelihood. In God’s
creation, people are born in specific varnas, based on the
gunas or qualities they had developed in their previous
births, and also the type of activity or work relevant to their

background.

For instance, a brahmin is trained in the Vedas, as also in
the method of performance of rituals and yagnas. A kshatri-
ya gets trained in archery and such skills that help him fol-
low the kshatriya dharma, as also a Vaisya, his specific skills
and so on. Moreover, it is shown that learning is a continu-
ous process, and the wise person directs what he has learnt
to ultimately reach God and get freed from samsara.

»

A ND-NDE



