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DELHI HIGHER JUDICIAL SERVICE EXAMINATION - 2019

(AS PER THE DELHI HIGHER JUDICIAL SERVICE RULES, 1970
AS AMENDED UP TO 26.12.2019)

For Delhi Higher Judicial Service Rules, 1970 as amended up to 26.12.2019, please click here
HIGH COURT OF DELHI invites online applications from eligible candidates for filling up 19 vacancies (16 existing
vacancies & 3 anticipated vacancies) by way of direct recruitment in Delhi Higher Judicial Service by holding Delhi
Higher Judicial Service Examination in three successive stages:-

(i) Delhi Higher Judicial Service Preliminary Examination (Objective type with 25% negative marking) for selection
for the main examination; and

(i)  Delhi Higher Judicial Service Main Examination (Written) for selection of candidates for calling for viva voce.

(i) Viva voce

The Delhi Higher Judicial Service Preliminary Examination (Objective Type) referred to above, will be held on Sunday,

the 2nd February, 2020 (11 AM to 1 PM).

The scale of the pay of members of Delhi Higher Judicial Service is Rs.131100-216600 in level 13A of matrix of 7th
CPC Revised Corresponding Pay Matrix and Pay Level. A candidate shall be eligible to appear in the examination
if he/she is (a) a citizen of India; (b) a person who has practised as an Advocate for not less than 7 years; and (c) a
person who has not attained the age of 45 years as on the 1st day of January of the year in which the applications for
appointment are invited i.e. 1st January, 2019. The cut-off date for determining the period of practice shall be the Last
Date of Filling Online Applications, i.e., 21.01.2020.

The candidates shall submit their applications online only in the prescribed format through the official website of High
Court of Delhi i.e. www.delhihighcourt.nic.in as per schedule of dates, given below:

Date and Time of Commencement for creation of New Log In and filling Online Application Form 28.12.2019 (10:00 AM)
Last Date and Time for filling Online Application Form and/or making payment through Debit Card/Internet Banking  21.01.2020 (10:00 PM)

The fees (non-refundable) in the sum of Rs.1000/- for General Category candidates and Rs.200/- for reserved cate-
gories, i.e. Scheduled Caste / Scheduled Tribe / Persons with Disability candidates should be paid through Debit Card/
Internet Banking.

The candidates can take printout of Application and keep it for future reference. They should not send the print out
of the online application to the High Court.

Before filling up the form, the candidates are advised to read carefully the Notification/Advertisement,
Instructions for Delhi Higher Judicial Service Examination — 2019 and Delhi Higher Judicial Service Rules,
1970 as amended up to 26.12.2019.

The category wise break up of vacancies to be filled is as under:-
Break up of vacancies

Category Fresh Anticipated Total No.of Vacancies
General 12 03 15
SC 03 00 03
ST 01 00 01
TOTAL 16 03 19

Note 1: Out of the aforesaid 19 vacancies, 01 vacancy is reserved for PwD (deaf and hard of hearing).

Note 2: Attention of candidates belonging to Persons with Disabilities Category is invited to Proviso to Rule 22 of
Delhi Higher Judicial Service Rules, 1970, referred to in the Application Form, which reads as follows:
“Provided that the Persons with Disability candidates should be capable of efficiently discharging their duties
as Judicial Officer as per the satisfaction of the Medical Board that may be constituted before or after their
names are recommended for appointment.”

The candidates applying for the examination should ensure that they fulfill all the eligibility conditions for admission to
the examination. Their admission at all the stages of examination for which they are admitted by this Court viz.
Preliminary (Objective) Examination, Main (Written) Examination and the viva voce shall be purely provisional, subject
to their satisfying the prescribed eligibility conditions. If on verification at any time before or after the Preliminary
(Objective) Examination, Main (Written) Examination and the viva voce, it is found that they do not fulfill any of the eli-
gibility conditions, their candidature for the examination shall stand cancelled without any notice or further reference.

Details regarding Preliminary Examination, Main Examination, viva voce, eligibility, relaxation in marks and
other general terms and conditions applicable to the candidates are given in the Instructions available on the
online portal, link for which would be available on the website of Delhi High Court i.e.
www.delhihighcourt.nic.in. Candidates are advised to go through the Instructions as well as the Delhi Higher
Judicial Service Rules, 1970 as amended up to 26.12.2019 before filling up the Application Form.

Sd/-

(DINESH KUMAR SHARMA)
REGISTRAR GENERAL
26.12.2019
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ACQUIRED TO TRACK MISSING CHILDREN, SOFTWARE USED AT PM’S RAMLILA MAIDAN RALLY
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Police film protests, run its images through
face recognition software to screen crowd

Best industry standard checks, balances against potential misuse of data in place: Delhi Police

A policeman videotapes an anti-CAA protest at Jorbagh in

New Delhi on Friday. Tashi Tobgyal

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 27

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi’s Ramlila Maidan rally on
December 22 — where he said
there was no talk of NRC — was
the first political rally where Delhi
Police used a facial recognition
software to screen the crowd.

This was also the first time
Delhi Police used a set of facial
images collected from footage
filmed at the city’s various
protest events to filter “law and
order suspects” at the Prime
Minister’s rally.

Following a Delhi High Court
orderina case related to missing
children, the Delhi Police had ac-
quired Automated Facial
Recognition System (AFRS) soft-
ware in March 2018 as a tool to
identify lost and found boys and
girls by matching photos.

Before December 22, AFRS
was used only thrice — twice at
the Independence Day parade

and once at the Republic Day
parade.

Sources said Delhi Police has
so far created a photo dataset of
over 1.5 lakh “history-sheeters”
for routine crime investigation.
Another dataset meant for mon-
itoring sensitive public events
has over 2000 images of terror
suspects and — the latest addi-
tion — alleged “rabble-rousers
and miscreants”.

The use of AFRS by police
assumes significance given ongo-
ing protests across the city against
the new citizenship law and the
National Register of Citizens —
events where police were seen
videotaping proceedings.

For long, Delhi Police has
been filming major protest
events in the city. This footage is
now being fed to AFRS which ex-
tracts “identifiable faces” of the
protesters to its dataset. Once ex-
tracted, say sources, the lot is
manually screened to identify
and retain “habitual protesters”

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

After days of disruption, markets open in Muzaffarnagar Friday evening. Anil Sharma

Drones to bandobast to peace
meetings: UP has a quiet Friday

MANISH SAHU,

ASAD REHMAN,
AVANEESHMISHRA,
KRISHN KAUSHIK
LUCKNOW, KANPUR, MAU,
MEERUT, DECEMBER 27

WITH SECURITY drones flying
overhead and police and para-
military personnel keeping tight
vigil on the ground to snuff out
any fresh protest against the new
citizenship law, Uttar Pradesh re-
mained peaceful Friday with
people offering prayers at

mosques across the state and
dispersing quietly. Internet serv-
ices remained suspended in 14
districts since Thursday night
and were to resume late Friday.

Director General of Police
O P Singh said the law and order
situation was totally under con-
trol and noincident had been re-
ported from any part of the state.
Since morning, Singh and senior
police officers were in regular
touch with district police chiefs,
and there was special focus on
the districts of Lucknow, Bijnor,
Sambhal, Muzaffarnagar,

Firozabad, Kanpur, Mau and
Varanasi where protests turned
violent last week. At least 19 peo-
ple were killed during the
protests in the state.

Security drones keptwatchon
groups of people moving onroads
and senior officers led police pa-
trols. In Lucknow, roads wore de-
serted looks with heavy police
bandobast in areas of the old city
which was rocked by violence on
December 19. People were not al-
lowed to assemble at any place for
long after the Friday prayers.

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

Meerut SP tells protesters go to Pak if you don’t want
to live here; his defence: they raised pro-Pak slogans

AMILBHATNAGAR
MUZAFFARNAGAR, DEC 27

A TOP police officer in Meerut
has been caught on camera ask-
ing local residents to tell protest-
ers to “go to Pakistan” during
clashes on December 20, when
four persons died during
protests against the new citizen-
ship law.

The video clip, shot in Lisari
Gate, shows SP City Akhilesh N
Singh saying: “Kahan jaoge, is gali
ko theek kar doonga (Where will
you go, [ will sort out this lane)”,
referring to four protesters po-
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SUSHANT KULKARNI
PUNE, DECEMBER 27

“I'would put it in just one word:
intoxicating.”

THAT WAS Wing Commander
(retired) Vijay Joshi recalling his
time inside a MiG-27.

In 1984, he was the first test
pilot to fly the Russian-origin air-
craft at the handing-over cere-
mony that December. On Friday,
Joshi was at the IAF station in
Jodhpur to mark the end of the
aircraft’s journey.

The 76-year-old was among
the several serving and retired
officers who watched the

An image grab from the video in which SP Akhilesh N Singh
is heard saying: “Khaoge yahan ka, gaoge kahin aur ka”

lice were chasing.
The officer then turns to
three persons and says: “Yeh jo

kaali aur peeli patti baande huye
hain inse keh do Pakistan chale
jao...khaoge yahan ka, gaoge kahin

aur ka... Yeh gali mujhe yaad ho
gayi hai. Aur jab mujhe yaad ho
jaata hai toh mein naani tak
pahunch jaata hun (The ones ty-
ing black and yellow bands, tell
them to go to Pakistan. You eat
here but sing praises of another
place... This lane is now familiar
to me. And once | remember,
[ can even reach your grand-
mother).”

In the video, the officer, sur-
rounded by other personnel, can
also be seen warning the three
men standing at the junction of
two lanes. “Agar kuch ho gaya toh
tum log keemat chukaoge... Har
ek-ek aadmi ko jail mein bandh

karoonga (If something happens,
you guys will pay the price. Every
man from each house will be
arrested),” the official can be
heard saying.

When contacted by The
Indian Express, Singh said “the
context is that anti-social ele-
ments were making pro-
Pakistan statements”. “We had
come to the area to see who all
were making pro-Pakistan state-
ments. When we arrived with
force, they had run away. We
found out that there were 3-4
such people who wanted to cre-
ate anissue. We had discussions
with locals,” the SP said.

Expert had told House panel on CAB: Don’t
name religions, just say persecuted minorities

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 27

PROMINENT CONSTITUTIONAL
expert and former secretary gen-
eral of the Lok Sabha, Subhash
Kashyap, had warned the Joint
Parliamentary Committee on
the Citizenship (Amendment)
Bill two years ago that the legis-
lation should omit any “refer-
ence to religions like Hindus,
Sikhs, Parsis, etc.” —and use only
“persecuted minorities”.
Tendering evidence before
the JPC on CAB 2016, Kashyap

“swing-wing” aircraft they had
once flown get decommissioned
from service.

“It is the end of an era... The
shift from MiG-21 to MiG-27
was a huge move forward and
now, it is time to move on. I felt
sad seeing the MiG-27 get retired
but that was the only way,” says
Joshi.

Commissioned in 1963 as a
fighter pilot, Joshi has flown the
Sukhoi-7 and Mig-21, too,
among other jets. And after re-
tirement, he flew civilian and
corporate aircraft. But there’s
something about the MiG-27
that continues to tug at his
heart.

suggested that “persecuted mi-
norities” would include all those
whom the legislation aimed to
cover. “My view was that it
would have meant the same
thing. I had said it to the Joint
Parliamentary Committee. It
was not necessary for them to
specify Hindus, Sikhs, Christians,
etc. They could have achieved
the purpose without that, too,”
Kashyap told The Indian Express.

Kashyap, who was secretary
general of the seventh, eighth
and ninth Lok Sabha, said that
with both Houses of Parliament
having passed the CAB, and the

“The technology of swing-
wing was really something,” he
says, referring to the additional
capability that allowed the air-
craft to change the sweep of its
wings according to operational
requirements. But subsequent
developments in aerodynamics
meant that the MiG-27 was the
last swing-wing aircraft in the
IAF.

Among the other memories
of the aircraft that Joshi treasures
is a watercolour painting by
Russian pilot “Major
Maximenkov, who had come to
Ojhar in Maharashatra’s Nashik
to help prepare Indian pilots”.

In just under two hours, says

BUSINESS AS USUAL
By UNNY

President giving assent, the only
way to “correctit” is through the
“court of law” or by Parliament
amending the Act.

Criticising the violent
protests against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act as “lawless-
ness”, he said the protesters
should remember that “the
same Constitution of this dem-
ocratic country holds Parliament
as supreme”.

“As believers of the
Constitution, we should accept
that there are ways to correct it,
not by protesting violently or

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4
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Facing fire on quality of
data, Govt gets critics
on board reform panel

New panel, led by ex-Chief Statistician Pronab Sen, includes
three academics who red-flagged ‘political interference’

AANCHAL MAGAZINE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 27

FACED WITH increasing ques-
tions about the credibility of offi-
cial economic data and the
abrupt shelving of official reports,
the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
(MoSPI) has made a move to
overhaul the system for review-
ing statistics related to economic
activity.

It has constituted a broad-
based 28-member “Standing
Committee on Economic
Statistics” (SCES) headed by
India’s first Chief Statistician,
Pronab Sen, which includes
three academicians who had,
earlier in March this year, signed
a joint statement of 108 econo-
mists and social scientists that
flagged concerns over “political
interference” in influencing sta-
tistical data in the country:.

Incidentally, Sen, too, has
been critical of the way the gov-
ernment has handled data and
reports.

The new, broad-based panel,
which has a sweeping mandate
toreview key data sets that track
economic activity and labour
force participation trends, will
have representatives from the
United Nations, Reserve Bank of
India, Finance Ministry, NITI

ANDHRA PRADESH

Sen has been critical of Govt

Akeystep
forward

THE MOVE to include vo-
cal critics of the NDA sig-
nals that the government
has taken serious note of
objections related to the
way it measures and
handles key economic
indicators. A single com-
mittee with an overarch-
ing mandate aims to
counter the negative per-
ception and reaffirm the
government’s commit-
ment to maintaining the
sanctity of India’s official
statistics.

Andhra govt panel
indicts Naidu, son,

TDP leaders for land
‘insider trading’

Map and rules tweaked to favour
plots bought by leaders: probe report

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, DECEMBER 27

ACABINET sub-committee in the
YSRCP government in Andhra
Pradesh hasaccused former Chief
Minister N Chandrababu Naidu,
his son N Lokesh and six other
TDPleaders of insider trading and
either purchasing or helping pur-
chase land in an area in Guntur
district which was declared as
capital city Amaravati sixmonths
later.

A report submitted by the
cabinet sub-committee Friday
states that “persons privy to the
likely location of capital pur-
chased lands in the capital
city/region area just prior to a
formal official declaration”.

The report was submitted to
Chief Minister Jagan Mohan
Reddy by the sub-committee
headed by Finance Minister
B Rajendranath and including
Panchayati Raj Minister P
Ramachandra Reddy, Industries
Minister M Goutham Reddy and
[rrigation Minister P Anil Kumar.

“Certain highly placed indi-

(Left) The MIG-27 bids
farewell in Jodhpur on
Friday. Joshi with his wife.
IAF/Express

Vendetta by YSRCP Govt,
says Naidu’s son Lokesh

viduals procured land through
benami transactions; defined
the boundary of the capital area
to benefit certain connected
people, holding lands on the
fringes; fraudulent surrender of
some lands towards land pool-
ing scheme to receive returnable
plots; irregularities in land allot-
ment; Violation of provisions of
AP Assigned Lands (Prohibition
of Transfer) Act of 1977; and vi-
olation of provisions of SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act
1989” have been observed, the
report states.
“Certain individuals, having
the white ration cards meant for
CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

MiG-27 is now a memory: He flew it first, watched its last

Joshi, Maximenkov painted a
MiG-27 taking off — a detailed
work including the hills in the
background. “My interaction
with the Russian pilot was very
friendly as Iwas fluent in Russian
and could follow his instruc-
tions,” says Joshi.

Speaking about his experi-
ence as a fighter pilot, Joshi says
modern jet fighters are “not just
some high-speed toys as some
people think”. “Like any state-of-
art equipment, they have to be
handled with great skill. And
this, I think, is what I enjoyed
most as a pilot. The bond
between plane and pilot is very
deep and difficult to fathom

Aayog, two industry chambers,
Tata Trust, and economists and
statisticians from several educa-
tional institutions. CP
Chandrasekhar, Professor,
Jawaharlal Nehru University;
Hema Swaminathan, Professor,
I[IM Bangalore, and Jeemol Unni,
Professor, Ahmedabad University
are the three members of the
new panel who were signatories
to the March joint statement
against the alleged “suppression
of statistics”.

The new Standing Committee
on Economic Statistics, with 10
non-official members and 16 of-
ficial members, has been man-
dated to review the framework
for economic indicators pertain-
ing to the industrial sector, the
services sector and the labour
force statistics, an order dated
December 6 said.

This new panel, which is
slated to meet for the first time
on January 7 next year, will effec-
tively subsume four existing
committees — the Standing
Committee on Labour Force
Statistics (SCLFS), Standing
Committee on Services Sector
(SCSS), Standing Committee on
Industrial Statistics (SCIS) and
the Standing Committee on

Services Sector and
Unincorporated Sector
Enterprises (SCSSUSE).

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

Day after his
removal,
deputy mayor
of Srinagar
held for fraud

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR, DECEMBER 27

SRINAGAR’S FORMER Deputy
Mayor Sheikh Imran has been
arrested for “illegal appropria-
tion of subsidy,” the Jammu and
Kashmir  Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) said on Friday.

“Case FIR 3/2019 was regis-
tered by ACB against Shiekh Imran
Director M/S Kehwa Square Pvt.
Ltd. Bohri Kadal Srinagar, officers
of J&K Bank and other Govt offi-
cials, for illegal appropriation of
subsidy with inflated project cost
for establishment of CA storage at
Lassipora, Pulwama,” the ACB said
ina statement.

Earlier this year, the ACB had
registered a case against Imran
and other officials.

Imran was removed as
deputy mayor of Srinagar
Municipal Corporation after a no-
confidence motion against him
was carried in the corporation on
Thursday. Imran, who is also the
director of Kehwa Group of
Companies, had set up a cold stor-
age unit under M/S Kehwa Square
Private Limited at Lassipora.

The ACB said that Kehwa
Group had got its loan of Rs 138
crore with J&K Bank “restruc-
tured for merely an amount of Rs

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

flight

unless you are in the cockpit,” he
says.

Friday’s event at the Air Force
Station in Jodhpur was marked
by a final farewell flight of
‘Scorpios’ from the Number 29
squadron — the only IAF unit
that operated the upgraded
MiG-27s — in a five-jet arrow-
head formation flanked by
Sukhoi-30 MKI aircraft.

According to a defence
spokesperson, the MiG-27 has
been the mainstay of the air
force’s ground attack capability
since 1985, while the upgraded
variant “has been the pride of the
strike fleet since 2006”.

(WITHENSIN JAIPUR)
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To show tap water
safe, CM has a guip

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 27

IN AN effort to convince people
that Delhi’s tap water is safe,
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal Thursday drank a glass
of tap water during the second
Town Hall meeting called by the
AAP in Pitampura.

The quality of supplied water
in Delhi has been a matter of de-
bate for over a month. In August,
the Bureau of Indian Standards
tested tap water samples from 21
cities, including Delhi. As per its
report, Delhi fared the worstin all
citiesand all 11 samples that were
picked up failed tests. The Delhi
government said the report was
politically motivated and painted
awrong picture.

The Delhi Jal Board then
picked up over4,000 samples for
testing and its report said 98%
samples passed tests. Recently,
PM Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah brought up
theissue again and said the Delhi
government failed to provide safe
drinking water to people.

AtThursday’s public meeting,
Kejriwal said the number of
colonies receiving dirty water
had decreased drastically during
his tenure. “When our govern-

Girl found
dead, cops
suspect rape

Gurgaon: The body of an eight-
year-old girl, who went missing
from her home in Nuh Thursday
evening, was found on a nearby
hilltop Friday morning, with po-
lice suspecting she was raped and
then beaten to death withastone.

Police said the child lived with
her parents, both cattle rearers, in
Nuh, and had taken the family’s
goats to a hill near their home for
grazing Thursday morning,

“She had gone with a group of
other children to take the animals
for grazing. It seems at some point,
she got separated from the group,”
said Sangeeta Kalia,
Superintendent of Police, Nuh.
When the girl did not return home
until 6 pm, her parents searched
for her in the area and later ap-
proached police.

Police said the girl's body was
found 12 hours later on the hill
where she had taken the animals
for grazing. The area where she
was found was deserted and diffi-
cult to access, with no concrete
road leading toiit.

“The body was found on the
ground without clothes. Amedical
board has been set up at Nalhar
Medical College for the post-
mortem. We suspect she hasbeen
raped, but the facts will become
clear only after the post-mortem
is done,” said the SP. An FIR has
beenregistered under IPCand the
Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act.“Theaccusedisyetto
beidentified,” said Kalia. ENS

Kejriwal during Friday’s event

ment was formed five years ago,
around 2,300 areas in Delhi re-
ceived contaminated water. We
created alist of such locations as
well as causes of the contamina-
tion, and deployed various re-
sources for the resolution of the
issue in each of those areas. Now,
only 115 areas in Delhi receive
contaminated water, and we are
working on providing clean wa-
ter to these areas as well,” he said,
adding that all areas of Delhi will
receive clean tap water in the
next two-and-a-half years.
Union Consumer Affairs
Minister Ram Vilas Paswan, who
had released the BIS report,
tweeted Friday that Kejriwal was
duping people. He said he has di-
rected BIS to pick five samples
from every ward and present a

fresh report in 15 days. For the
previous report, 11 samples
were picked up.

Kejriwal also said among
AAP’s priorities will be to reduce
traffic congestion. Asked by an au-
dience member how this will be
achieved, Kejriwal said: “Wide
roads in Delhi turn into narrow
three- or four-lane roads after a
few kilometres, creating a bottle-
neck and heavy traffic jams.
Roads at various locations need
toberedesigned. We have desig-
nated a consultant to create a list
of locations where there are daily
traffic jams. The consultant will
provide us with a roadmap
within 9-10 months on how to
solve the problem.” He also said
AAP’s manifesto will be made af-
ter consultations with the public.

Burari home that saw
suicide by 11 of family
gets new tenants

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 27

“IDONT believe in superstitions
and ghosts. All T know is I am get-
ting a house that fits my budget,”
said Dr Mohan Kashyap (45), a
pathologist, who is set to move
into the house in North East
Delhi’s Burari, where 11 peopleal-
legedly committed suicide on July
1 last year. Mohan lives with his
wife and two children in
Bhajanpura and will move into the
Burari house on December 30.

Last year, 11 members of the
Chundawat family allegedly com-
mitted suicide in the two-storey
house and left notes in diaries,
saying they took the step to “at-
tain moksha”. In one room,
Narayani Devi (75) was found on
the floor. Her sons, Bhavnesh (50)
and Lalit (45), their wives Savita
(48)and Teena(42)and their chil-
dren Nidhi (25), Maneka (23),
Dhruv(15)and Shivam(15)were
found hanging from a railing in
another room. Devi’s daughter
Pratibha(57), was found hanging
from a window. Her daughter
Priyanka (33) was found in the
same room as the rest.

Dinesh Singh Chundawat,
Lalit’s brother, who lives in
Chittorgarh, now owns the house.
He said, “I wanted to sell the
house due to the bad memories.
Nobody wished to pay the pricel

11 members of the
Chundawat family were
found dead in July last year

wanted. In February, I started
looking for tenants. But many in
the neighbourhood already
spread rumours about ghosts.”

Dinesh said he had found ten-
ants before Mohan, but they left
inaweek. “Iwas intalks with two
shopkeepers. One had even paid
the security amount, but later
backed out as everyone said the
house was haunted,” he said.

Virender Tyagi, a resident of
the area, said, “Dinesh and I tried
to persuade people to look at the
house. Later, Dr Mohan, whose
labisinourlane,approached us.”
Dinesh said, “Mohan’s family vis-
ited the house in November. |
thought we’d have to tell them
there are no ghosts in the house,
but they were only concerned
about its cleanliness.”

Mohan said, “The rent is Rs
25,000 — a good price for a big
house. I will shift once the rent
agreement is made.”

“Thorough gentleman, he
pushed people to be better’

Colleagues recall Hindi novelist Ganga Prasad Vimal, who
died in aroad accident in Sri Lanka earlier this week

PAROMITA CHAKRABARTI
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 27

“AN OUT-and-out Hindi man,
someone who was Ajatshatru”
is how Prabhat Ranjan, Hindi
novelist and assistant professor
atZakir Husain Delhi College, de-
scribes well-known Hindi writer
Ganga Prasad Vimal, who died in
aroad accident in Sri Lanka ear-
lier this week. Vimal (80), his
daughter Kanupriya and grand-
son were travelling to Colombo
from Galle when their van met
with an accident on Sri Lanka's
Southern Expressway in
Kurundugahahathapmaareaon
December 23.

Vimal, who wasbornin 1939
in Uttarakhand's Uttarkashi, was
the author of more thanadozen
poetry collections, including
Vijjap (1967), Bodhi Vriksh (1983),
Itna Kuchh (1990) and Pachaas
Kavitayen (2015); five novels, in-

Ganga Prasad Vimal

cluding Mrigaantak (1978) and
Manushkhor (2013) and several
short story collections. His last
short story collection, Lokapriya
Kahaniya (Prabhat Prakashan),
was published in 2018.

“This was our only book with
him, so our association with him
wasn't for long, but he was a
thorough gentleman, always po-
lite and courteous,” says Piyush
Kumar of Prabhat Prakashan.

An academic who taught at
Zakir Husain Delhi College for 25
years between 1964 to 1989,

Vimal had also held teaching po-
sitions at Panjab University and
at Jawaharlal Nehru College
(1999-2004). He had also held
the position of the director of
Central Hindi Directorate and
was part of the National Council
for the Promotion of the Sindhi
language during his career.

His writing apart, says
Ranjan, what stands out in his
long and illustrious career is his
dedication to promoting the
Hindi language and its writers.
“His literary career is out there for
people to enjoy, but he was also
an excellent teacher and mentor.
During his long academic career,
he would identify talented young
writers and promote them tire-
lessly. I was fortunate enough to
be one of them. He would always
make us meet people and send
work our way. He pushed people
to be better,” says Ranjan, who
had last corresponded with him
three years ago.

ASHOKVIHAR
Very Poor

396
AQI
0 PM:25 500

51-100 Satisfactory

SIRIFORT
Very Poor

380
AQI
0 PM: 2.5 500

101-200 Moderate

201-300 Poor

SHADIPUR
Very Poor

360
AQI
0 PM:2.5 500

301-400 Very poor

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

DWARKA-SECTOR 8
Very Poor

385
AQI
0 PM: 2.5 500

401-500 Severe

Found ‘smuggling drugs’, jail warden now on the run

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON,DECEMBER 27

A JAIL WARDEN, allegedly in-
volved in smuggling drugs into
Gurgaon’s BhondsiJail, managed
to flee on Thursday, moments af-
ter he was allegedly caught ac-

cepting the drugs from two men
by police personnel.

The two men, identified as
Gurgaon residents Mohit(21)and
Babloo (26), were arrested from
Nayagaon’s Vatika Kunj area, po-
lice said, adding that 78 grams of
“salfa” was recovered from their
possession.

“During questioning, the ac-
cused revealed they had been
sent with the drugs by a third per-
son, who had asked them to hand
them over to Phool Mohammad,
awarden working at Bhondsi Jail.
Itwas during the transaction that
police personnel caught them,”
said Gurgaon Police PRO Subhash

Boken.

“The warden spotted the po-
lice team and managed to evade
arrest. He is absconding.
However, his motorcycle and a
mobile phone have been seized,”
he added.

Police said a Santro car, in
which the two arrested accused

were travelling, has also been
seized.

“The accused were produced
in court on Friday and remanded
in judicial custody. Further inves-
tigations will be conducted in or-
der to nab their other accom-
plices and the jail warden,”
Boken said.



6 THECITY

Retired IAF officer, wife dead

in Dwarka hit-and-run, 1 held

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 27

A 69-YEAR-OLD retired group
captain of the Indian Air Force
and his 47-year-old wife died af-
ter a Volkswagen Polo allegedly
rammed into them late
Wednesday nightin Dwarka. The
couple, identified as Amardeep
Singh Gill and Rajani Gill, were
returning home to Air Force and
Naval Officers Enclave in Dwarka
Sector 7 and were just across the
road when the car, which was al-
legedly speeding, hit them a lit-
tle before midnight.

Police said the driver of the
red Polo, allegedly a 20-year-old
BBA student, fled after hitting the

Amardeep and Rajani Gill

couple. “Yatin, a resident of
Vikaspuri, was arrested
Thursday, and the car too has
been recovered. He has been
booked under IPC sections 279
(rashdriving) and 304A (causing
death by negligence) at the
Dwarka South police station,”
said DCP (Dwarka) Anto
Alphonse.

A police officer said,
“Amardeep was declared dead
on arrival at the hospital while
Rajani succumbed during treat-
ment on Friday morning.”

Amardeep has two sons set-
tled in Canada and they have
beeninformed about the deaths.

“The couple were returning
home from a function and were
in a cab. They stopped the vehi-
cle on the road outside the en-
clave and were crossing it when
the car hit them,” said police.

It was a passerby’s presence
of mind to note down the num-
ber of the red Polo that helped
police identify the driver. A po-
lice officer said, “When the reg-
istration number was checked, it
was traced to an address in Netaji

GOVERNMENT OF RAJASTHAN
Superintendent, Umaid Hospital, Jodhpur
Dr. S. N. Medical College, Jodhpur

Tel No.:- 0291-2435720
No. :- Accts/UH/Ju/2019-20/17460

e-mail:-supdumd-jod-rj@nic.in
Dated:- 16/12/19

E-TENDER NOTICE NO 04/2019-20 (NIB:- SMC1920A0161)

Online Tenders are invited from eligible bidder to provide following procurement/services Umaid Hospital attached to Medical College Jodhpur as per
tender condition. Tenders are to be submit duly digitally signed in electronic format only on website http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in. The tender
documents are to be downloaded from above mentioned website. Bidders who wish to participate in or bidding will have to procure digital signature
certificate as per IT act 2000 to sign their electronic bid. Bids which are not digitally signed will not be considered.

S. Name of work Estimated
No. cost (Rs.
in lacs)

1. To Provide Services of 165.00
Unskilled Labour Rate Contract

for 02 years

UBN SMC1920SLRC00206

Chemical & Reagents for Bio

Chemistry, Pathology

2. Labs and Blood Bank Rate
Contract for 02 Years UBN
SMC1920GLRC00207
CAMC contract of Central
Oxygen Pipe Line System, Two
Oxygen Gas Supply Plant and
Suction Plant

3. Situated Near Paediatric Ward
& New Emergency Block OpD
Hospital Rate Contract for
02 Years
UBN SMC1920SLRC00209

4. Chemical & Reagents For
Microbiology Lab Rate
Contract for 02 Years
UBN SMC1920GLRC00210

30.00

25.00

100.00

Earnest

Tender
Cost

Processing

Money charges

3,30,000 400/- 1000/- 20.12.2019
11.00 AM

60,000 400/- 1000/- 20.12.2019
11.00 AM

50,000 400/- 1000/- 20.12.2019
11.00 AM

2,00,000 400/- 1000/- 20.12.2019
11.00 AM

Note: Bid Notice and Bid Documents are also available at http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in

DIPR/C/11189/2019

Bid document Bid document Date and Time for Technical
download &
submission

start date from end Date &

download &
submission

submission of Bid opening
DD/BO (Bid fee. on Date on
processing fee time
time mention and bid security) mention

below physically at the below
office

10.01.2020 10.01.2020 3.00  11.01.2020
3.00 PM PM 11.00 AM
10.01.2020 10.01.2020 3.00  11.01.2020
3.00 PM PM 11.00 AM
10.01.2020 10.01.2020 3.00  11.01.2020
3.00 PM PM 11.00 AM
10.01.2020 10.01.2020 3.00  11.01.2020
3.00 PM PM 11.00 AM

Sd/-
Superintendent
Umaid Hospital Jodhpur

VARANASI SMART CITY LTD. (VSCL)

O/o. Municipal Corporation, Varanasi
NOTICE INVITING TENDER (e-tender)

NIT No.: 10/VSCL/Tender/2019-20

1. The Chief Executive Officer (CEQ) Varanasi Smart City Ltd. (VSCL) invites tender
for the below mention work :-

Date : 27.12.2019

SI. Name of the project Tender Fee Earnest
No. non-refundable Money
(Rs.) Deposit (Rs.)
(i) Re-development of wards of Old Kashi 10,000 + 25.35 Lakhs
"JANGAMBADI WARD", in Varanasi for 12%GST
Varanasi Smart City Limited (VSCL). RFP
No: 42/NSCL/RED-WOK-JGW/DEC-19
(i) Redevelopment Park and Parking at 30,000 + 143.50 Lacs.
Beniyabagh Park, in Varanasi RFP No: 12%GST

43/VSCL/PARK & PARKING-BBP/DEC-19

2. Tender documents can be downloaded from the e-tendering website -
http://etender.up.nic.in from 28.12.2019 at 15:00 Hrs. (IST) to 20.01.2020 till

17:00 Hrs. (IST).

3. Bidders are requested to submit the Tender fee receipt in the office of Chief
Executive Officer, Varanasi Smart City Ltd. (VSCL) in the form of DD/ Bankers
Cheque issued in favor of "Chief Executive Officer, Varanasi Smart City Limited"

Payable at Varanasi.

4. Bidders are requested to submit the Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) receipt in the
office of Chief Executive Officer, Varanasi Smart City Limited (VSCL), in the form
prescribed in the tender document issued in favor of "Chief Executive Officer,
Varanasi Smart City Limited" Payable at Varanasi.

5. The last date for pre-bid queries is 02.01.2020 till 15:00 Hrs. (IST) through e-mail
on ceovscl@gmail.com and Pre-bid meeting will be held on 03.01.2020 at 15:00
Hrs. (IST) in the O/o. Varanasi Smart City Limited, Conference Room, Second
Floor, Nagar Nigam Varanasi, Sigra, Varanasi -221010.

6. The deadline of online bid-submission is 20.01.2020 till 17:00 Hrs. (IST) and
deadline for Hard/Physical Copy Submission of Technical Bid documents is
21.01.2020 till 17:00 Hrs. (IST).

~

. The Technical Bid Opening date is 22.01.2020 at 16:00 Hrs. (IST).

8. For more details contact Chief Executive Officer, VSCL address- CEO, VSCL, O/o
Municipal Corporation Varanasi, Contact no. 0542-2221702 and through mail at

ceovscl@gmail.com.

Sd/-
Chief Executive Officer

Varanasi Smart City Limited (VSCL)
O/o Varanasi Municipal Corporation,

Sigra, Varanasi, U.P.

Subhash Place. When the police
reached there, they found out
that the owner had moved to
Pitampura. At the next location,
they were told that the car had
been sold to a broker in 2014.”

Police then tracked down the
broker, who informed police that
he had sold the car to another
person in Vikaspuri. Police ar-
rested Yatin at this address and
recovered the car.

“During questioning, he told
police that he was dropping off a
friend to Dwarka Sector 4, and
that there were three people in
the car. As they were busy talk-
ing, Yatin allegedly didn’t notice
the couple crossing the road and
hit them. He then panicked and
sped away,” said a police officer.
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Delhi witnesses longest Dec cold spell in
22 yrs, conditions to prevail till Sunday

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 27

A COLD spell has prevailed over
the city for 14 consecutive days
this December — the highest in
22 years — as per the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD). The last time such a con-
dition was witnessed in the city
was in December 1997, when
there were 13 such days.

The IMD has forecast that cold
to severe cold day conditions
would continue over the city till
Sunday, after whichits severity is
expected to reduce.

The maximum temperature
recorded in the city Friday was
14.4 degrees Celsius and mini-
mum was 4.2 degrees Celsius.

An IMD official said, “There

DIRECTORATE OF STATE TRANSPORT, HARYANA
2nd Floor, 30 Bays Building, Sector-17, Chandigarh

AUCTION NOTICE NO. 3

Public Auction will be held on “As is where is basis” for con-
demned buses/vehicles/Motor parts/tyres/tubes/batteries, used oil,
empty drums, aluminium and iron scrap etc. and new/obsolete parts
of Tata 1210-D/Leyland-370 and Mini buses parts of Swaraj
Mazda/Eicher Mitsubishi, DCM Toyota and parts of Air-Conditioned
buses and Matador parts and petrol driven imported/Indian
Cars/Jeeps, Trakker, etc. in the premises of Depots/Govt. Central
Workshop of Haryana Roadways and Haryana Roadways Engg.
Corporation as given below:-

Sr.No. Name of the Depots 1st Auction 2st Auction
1. Sirsa 01.01.2020 06.02.2020
2. Sonipat 03.01.2020 07.02.2020
3. Hisar 06.01.2020 at 11.00 AM 10.02.2020 at 11.00 AM
4. Central Workshop, Hisar ~ 06.01.2020 at 3.00 PM 10.02.2020 at 3.00 PM
5. Chandigarh 07.01.2020 at 11.00 AM 11.02.2020 at 11.00 AM
6. GCW, Haryana, Chandigarh  07.01.2020 at 3.00 PM 11.02.2020 at 3.00 PM
7. Narnaul 08.01.2020 12.02.2020
8. Yamuna Nagar 09.01.2020 13.02.2020
9. Jhajjar 10.01.2020 14.02.2020
10. Rewari 13.01.2020 17.02.2020
11. Panipat 14.01.2020 18.02.2020
12. Kurukshetra 15.01.2020 19.02.2020
13. Faridabad 16.01.2020 20.02.2020
14. Bhiwani 17.01.2020 24.02.2020
15. Ambala 20.01.2020 25.02.2020
16. Gurugram 21.01.2020 at 11.00 AM 26.02.2020 at 11.00 AM
17. HREC, Gurugram 21.01.2020 at 3.00 PM 26.02.2020 at 3.00 PM
18. Karnal 22.01.2020 at 11.00 AM 27.02.2020 at 11.00 AM
19. Central Workshop, Karnal 22.01.2020 at 3.00 PM 27.02.2020 at 3.00 PM
20. Delhi 23.01.2020 28.02.2020
21. Kaithal 24.01.2020 02.03.2020
22. Rohtak 27.01.2020 03.03.2020
283. Jind 28.01.2020 04.03.2020
24. Palwal 29.01.2020 05.03.2020
25. Nuh 31.01.2020 06.03.2020
26. Charkhi Dadri 03.02.2020 09.03.2020
27. Panchkula 04.02.2020 11.03.2020
28. Fatehabad 05.02.2020 12.03.2020

The Auction will be held at 11.00 A.M. in the Depots. The details
of terms & Conditions/Clarifications/Physical inspection for items to
be auctioned of the Haryana Roadways and other Department can
be had from the respective office of General Manager of the depot
and the same will also be announced at the time of auction.

Senior Mechanical Engineer/Deputy Transport Controller,
Central Workshop and General Manager of respective Depots of
Haryana Roadways/HREC reserve the right to accept or reject any
bid without assigning any reason.

Director,
State Transport, Haryana,
Chandigarh

Dated: 24.12.2019
79739/HRY.

1997 saw a cold spell lasting 13 days. Amit Mehra

has been heavy snowfall in the
Himalayas and cold, northwest-
erly winds from there are influ-
encing the temperature here.”
Another factor is a layer of
cloud cover over the city that is
preventing the sunlight from

breaking through, as a result of
which day temperatures have not
risen, the official said.

“This layer stretches from
Pakistan to Bihar. It’s quite thick
in the morning hours and reduces
after 12 pm, but it would go away

GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH

Water Resources Department
e-procurement Notice

No. 01/2019-20

Dt. 21.12.2019

Name of work : Minor Irrigation-Construction of District Data Centre for
Surface Water & Ground Water Audit Department at Chittoor under National
Hydrology Project. Estimate Value : Rs. 187.70 Lakhs. (2) Last date/time for
receipt of Tenders: 28.1.2020 upto 05.00 PM through online. (3) Name and
address of the Superintending Engineer concerned: Sri M. Surendra Reddy,
Suprintending Engineer, W.R. Dept., Irrigation Circle, Chittoor. Phone No.
08572-232932. Further details can be seen @ e-procurement market place

@ www.apeprocurement.gov.in.

Sd/- Supdtg. Engineer, W.R.Dept., Irrigation Circle, Chittoor

R.O. No.: 297PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2019-20

No. EE/C-9/DUSIB/2019-20/D-616

Dated: 23.12.2019

Press Notice For Inviting e-Tenders

The Executive Engineer C09, DUSIB, invites on behalf of
DUSIB online Percentage rate bid on two bid system for

following work:-

NIT No./
e-Tender
ID

) Name of work
No

Name of work:
SC/ST Basti
43/EE/COY/ Fund, Sub Hed:

DUSIB/

P/L RMC and
2019-20 & )

1 construction of
2019_ )
SW drain

DUSIB
183320 1 Kasturba Nagar
—  (AC-59, Vishwas

Nagar)

Estimate Earnest Tender
cost

Time

Money Fee

Rs. Rs. Rs. 120

at 33,00,050/- 66,010/- 500/- days

Last time and date of submission of bid 30/12/2019 upto
15:00 PM. The bid form and other details can be obtained
from the web site: (https://govtprocurement.delhi.
gov.in) from 23/12/2019 to 30/12/2019 upto 15:00 PM.

Sd/-

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER C09

DUSIB
DIP/Shabdarth/1196/19-20

only when wind direction
changes,” the IMD official added.

Light rain is expected over
Delhi-NCR from late evening on
December 31 to January 2. A hail-
storm is also expected over parts
on January 1 and 2.

The average maximum tem-
perature recorded this month as
of Friday is 19.4 degrees Celsius. If
it falls, as per the IMD’s estima-
tion, to 19.15 degrees, then this
December would become the
second coldest in over a century
since 1901. The average maxi-
mum temperature has previously
been below or equal to 20 degrees
in1919(19.8 degrees), 1929(19.8
degrees), 1961 (20 degrees) and
1997 (17.3 degrees).

Delhi’s air quality on Friday
was in the ‘very poor’ category
withareading of 373, as per CPCB.

BRIEFLY

Firm booked
forduping
customers

New Delhi: The EOW of
Delhi Police has registered
a case against a company
for allegedly cheating
people by offering them
land under a non-existent
“Land Pooling Policy of
DDA”. According to police,
the company, Revanta
Multi-State CGHS, al-
legedly asked people to
investinland provided by
DDA in Dwarka for resi-
dential purposes. People
were cheated of Rs 20- 50
lakh each, police said.

Man shot dead
by friend

New Delhi: A 22-year-old
man was shot dead al-
legedly by a friend, who
accidentally pulled the
gun’s trigger, in Rohini's
Kanjhawala on Tuesday,
said police. The accused
was arrested from
Bahadurgarh Thursday.
According to police, the
victim, Ashish, was with
four friends when one of
them accidentally shot
him. The accused then
took the man to the hos-
pital but fled after he was
declared dead. ENS

Press Notice

For Inviting e-Tenders
NIT NO. 37/EEC-11/DUSIB/2019-20
Tender ID.: 2019_DUSIB_186006_1
The Executive Engineer C-11,
DUSIB, invites on behalf of DUSIB
online Percentage rate bid on two bid
system for following work.

Name of Work: - EIUS

Sub Head:- Covering of drains
passing through DDA land (Nanak
Wala Bagh) C/o drains of JJ Cluster
near School & pavement of remaining
lanes in JJC Outer Ring Road No. 26,
Badli More, Haiderpur

Estimated Cost Rs. 31,43,215.00
Earnest Money Rs. 62,865.00
Tender Cost Rs. 500.00

Period of Completion- 120 Days

Last Time and date of submission of
bid on 10.01.2020 upto 15.00 Hrs.
The bid form and other details can be

obtained from the web site
(https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in)
Sd/-

Executive Engineer/C-11
DUSIB (9717999284)
DIP/Shabdarth/1187/19-20
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After HC
intervention,

JNUSU asks
V-C to start
a dialogue

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 27

AFTER THE Delhi High Court
urged the Jawaharlal Nehru
University  (JNU)  Vice-
Chancellor to “engage with stu-
dents” in order to “break the
logjam” around the boycott of
examinations as part of stu-
dents’ protest against hostel fee
hike, the JNU Students’ Union
(JNUSU) Friday wrote to the V-C
asking him to “initiate dia-
logue”.

Justice Rajiv Shakder, in an
order dated December 23 with
regard to a petition filed by a
student, asking that JNU be
asked to conduct examinations,
had said, “The Vice-Chancellor
of JNU will, thus, take requisite
steps to engage with the stu-
dents and attempt to break the
logjam.”

“The solution to the logjam,
to my mind, has to be found by
the Vice-Chancellor. This court
cannot run and manage the in-
stitution concerned and cer-
tainly not through court dik-
tats,” he had said.

The JNUSU Friday wrote to
the Vice-Chancellor saying it was
in the “best interest of the uni-
versity that the crisis be resolved
through dialogue within the uni-
versity, rather than through the
diktats of an external body”.

“A similar directive was is-
sued by the Hon’ble High Court
in the order dated December
11... Therefore, with regard to
the court directives and the pre-
ceding discussions initiated by
the MHRD, we request you to
personally initiate formal dia-
logue with us at the earliest in
order toresolve the current log-
jamin the university,” they said.

The JNUSU said Friday’s let-
ter was in “pursuance to previ-
ous attempts to communicate
with your (V-C) office regarding
the concerns and grievances of
the student community with
regard to the revised hostel
manual and fee structure”.

JNU V-C did not respond to
calls and texts by The Indian
Express.

People were taken to Mandir Marg and Connaught Place police stations and later released. P11

Over 350 detained from outside UP
Bhawan, some say weren’t protesting

ARANYASHANKAR
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 27

OVER 350 people were Friday de-
tained from outside Uttar
Pradesh Bhawan before they
could assemble to protest against
the “violence unleashed” by po-
lice in the state during an agita-
tion over the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA).

The call for ‘gherao’ was given
by the Jamia Coordination
Committee (JCC) — an umbrella
group of student organisations
active on campus.

“As the protest was carried
out in violation of the order un-
der CrPCsection 144, and the pro-
testers didn’t have any permis-

sion, they were asked not to carry
out their protest. When the pro-
testers didn’t follow directions of
police, 357 protesters (282 men
and 75 women) were detained
and taken to Mandir Marg and
Connaught Place police stations.
They were subsequently re-
leased,” said DCP (New Delhi)
Eish Singhal.

He said the “leader of the pro-
testers”, Badre Alam, was
Thursday asked to “take proper
permission and hold protest at a
designated place such as Jantar
Mantar”, but “he didn’t pay any
heed to the advice of police”.

Friday saw heavy police pres-
ence outside UP Bhawan and to-
wards Assam Bhawan — two lo-
cations from where a majority of

Protesters just ordinary people:

ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 27

SOON AFTER concluding the af-
ternoon prayers Friday, hundreds
of people gathered outside Jama
Masjid in Old Delhi demanding
repeal of the Citizenship
Amendment Act and scrapping
of the proposed National Register
of Citizens (NRC). The protesters
also sought to do away with the
National Population Register
(NPR)inits current form. But un-
like on December 20, when Old
Delhi saw violence in the evening,
the day went off peacefully, albeit
under heavy police presence.

The protest was led by
Congress MLA Alka Lamba, for-
mer MLA Shoaib Igbal and coun-
cillor from Delhi Gate Aaley
Muhammad Igbal.

Addressing the crowd, Lamba
hit out at PM Narendra Modi.
“When PM came to Ramlila
Maidan, we were expecting he
will cool tempers, but he lost the
opportunity. He said that all
those opposing (CAA and NRC)
are either from Congress or ‘ur-
bannaxals’,” she said, adding that
the PM must acknowledge that
protesters are just ordinary peo-
ple of the country.

“You (Modi) should now call
a special session and repeal the

people were detained. Police
wore anti-riot gear and carried
teargas, and a water cannon was
stationed outside. Lok Kalyan
Marg, the nearest Metro station,
was shut for some time during
the day.

Many of those detained had
come alone or in pairs, but were
still detained and put into police
jeeps or buses. “Police could not
show any papers to prove CrPC
section 144 was imposed, when
students demanded it outside
Mandir Marg police station. The
students continued their protest
outside the station... The JCC con-
demns the actions of Delhi Police,
and the state’s absolute fear to-
wards all kinds of dissent,” the JCC
said in a statement.

Every Indian like me has started changing how they dress:
Congress MLA Alka Lamba. Amit Mehra

citizenship amendment act;
then tempers will come down,”
she said.

Wearing a hijab, Lamba took

Tel-+91-7752-260017 260435, 260209 Fax-+91-7752-260154, 260148 website www.ggu.ac.in

Ref. No. 1846/Rec/Admin/19

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW

Bilaspur, Date 26-12-2019

ajibe atthe PM: “He says ‘identify
them by their clothes’. | want to
say that, like me, every Indian has
started changing how they dress.

Sonia Kidwai (62), who came
to the protest with her daughter,
was standing at a distance witha
walking stick in her hand. She was
among the few not detained.
“Police came and asked us to
leave, but we told them there are
only two of us and asked them to
show papers that Section 144 had
beenimposed, which they didn’t
have,” she said.

Some who were detained
claimed they had nothing to do
with the protest, and were just
passing by when they were
picked up. Arshan, a resident of
Darya Ganj, said he was going to
meet his friend at Northern
Railway Colony. “Iwas just cross-
ing the road and they detained
me,” he said.

Cong at Jama Masjid

Now try identifying who is
Muslim, who is Hindu and who
is Sikh in this crowd.”

Hitting out at the NPR exer-
cise, Shoaib Igbal said: “They say
NPR is from the Congress era,
but what they are not telling us
is that they have added many
new questions and they are link-
ing it with Aadhaar to know
every information.”

“They earlier said Pakistan jao,
Pakistanjao... we want to say hum
Pakistan nahin jayenge, kabristan
zarur chale jayenge,” he said.
“Those who create violence do not
belong to us. This is a movement
and it will go on. We would not
tolerate any violence,” he added.

Corrigendum in Bid Document for Supply, Installation, Testing,
Demonstration, Commissioning & Training of Laboratory Instruments
under "Namami Gange Programme" and Board strengthening as
specified in the bid document.
NIT No.CL/765/2019/404,

CORRIGENDUM by BSPCB

Ref. no. CL/765/2019/ Patna, Dated-27.12.2019
Due to recurrence of problems in network & e-Procurement application
(platform), the system was under up-gradation and hence in light of information
to this effect received from BELTRON vide letter no. 7264/19, dated-
17.12.2019, the dates for submission/uploading of tender were earlier sought
to be extended to 26.12.2019 and then till 29.12.2019. Above changes
however could not be affected as BELTRON, did not accordingly made
changes in its system. Hence following corrigendum is being issued.

Sl. No. Technical issue Corrigendum

1.  Date/time for submission/ Date/time for submission/
uploading of offer/bid: 18.12.2019 uploading of offer/bid: 03.01.2020
up to 15:00 hrs. up to 15:00 hrs.
(https://www.eproc.bihar.gov.in) (https://www.eproc.bihar.gov.in)

2. Date and time for opening of Date and time for opening of
technical bid: 19.12.2019 at 16:00 technical bid: 06.01.2020 at 15:00
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Securitisation Notice under S. 13(2) of SARFAESI Act, 2002.

Citibank N.A., having one of its offices at 27, Central Market, (3rd floor), Western Avenue Road, Punjabi Bagh,
New Delhi- 110026 (hereinafter "the Bank") hereby serves this subject notice as hereunder;

Citibank had advanced the Home Loan facility on request and representation made by the following customers
for an amount more particularly mentioned hereunder and as per the terms of the agreement, the property
against which the loan was availed was secured by way of equitable mortgage.

Name of Borrower, Loan Amount Description of the ~ NPA Date &
and Loan Account No. Property Mortgaged Amount O/s

1. Mr. Gurbux Singh Chawla, (Deceased) Represented through his  All that piece and NPA Date:
legal heirs, R-2/9-Rajnagar, Ghaziabad-201001. ... Borrower parcel of property 31-01-2019
Also at: Mr. Gurbux Singh Chawla, (Deceased) Represented bearing No. R-2/9 -

through his legal heirs, Sector 21 & 22, 2nd Floor, Select City Rajnagar, Total amount of
Walk, Saket, New Delhi - 110017. Ghaziaba’d _ Rs.
2. Mr. Davindra Singh Chawla, R-2/9-Rajnagar, Ghaziabad-201001. 201001 2,37,97,893.12/-
....Guarantor/Co-Borrower ' as on
Also at: Mr. Davindra Singh Chawla, Sector 21 & 22, 2nd Floor, 25.01.2019

Select City Walk, Saket, New Delhi - 110017
3. Precious Hospitality & Leisure Pvt Ltd., Sector 21 & 22, 2nd
Floor, Select City Walk, Saket, New Delhi - 110017 ...Co-Borrower
Loan Amount: Rs. 2,98,94,687/-
Loan Account No. 130035.

As per the terms and conditions of the agreement, you the above mentioned Borrowers were required to keep the
loan account regularised by payment of the equated monthly installments as and when the same became due.
However, the operation and the conduct of the accounts in respect of the abovementioned loan facility have
become irregular and thus Citibank NAwas constrained to classify your accountas NPAas per RBI procedure.
Now Bank calls upon you under the powers conferred in terms of Sec 13(2) of the SARFAESI Act, 2002 to repay
the total amount outstanding/s within a period of 60 days from the date hereof together with interest thereon and
other costs involved in the transactions.

On your failure, bank shall be constrained to take recourse under relevant provisions of the said Act, against the
secured asset, entirely at your risk as to costs and consequences thereof.

In terms of the provisions of S. 13 (13) of the said act, you are hereby prohibited from transferring, either by way of
sale, lease or otherwise (other than in the ordinary course of your business), any of the secured assets as referred
toin this notice without prior consent our client.

The copy of the Notice has been affixed to his house and the same is published in the paper

Place: Delhi
Date: 28-12-2019.

For Citibank N.A.
Authorised Officer.

JIGNASASINHA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 27

AROUND 7 am on Friday, over
1,200 policemen were deployed
in Delhi’s North East district to
keep a check onlaw and order in
the area, days after protests
against the new citizenship law
had taken a violent turn in
Seelampur.

Police said they have been de-
ploying personnel at “sensitive
spots” in the area since the
December 17 incident, when a
protest by over 2,000 people had
ended in stone-pelting by some
people, and lathi-charge and tear-
gas shelling by police. Nineteen
people, including 12 policemen,
were injured.

Police has since been promot-
ing “community policing”, speak-
ing tolocal residents and religious
leaders to ensure calm is main-
tained. Delhi Police used seven-
eightdrones to carry surveillance
in the district. Three Vajra vehicles,
capable of firing teargas shells,
were also stationed in the area.

DCP (North East) Ved Prakash
Surya, said, “We are meeting with
imams, Aman committees and
locals everyday. We listen to their
issues and explain to them the
consequences of a violent
protest.” Police said Friday saw in-
creased security deployment, as
there was a possibility of people
gathering for protests after
prayers at local mosques.

“We reached out to people
outside the mosques and ap-
pealed to them not to indulge in

THECITY T

AMAN COMMITTEES WORK OVERTIME

With 1,200 personnel,
lockdown in Seelampur

Around eight drones were used for surveillance. The Rapid
Action Force also patrolled the area. Prem Nath Pandey

violence. They listened to us and
soon dispersed from the area,”
Surya said. Along with the 1,200
Delhi Police personnel, 15 extra
companies, including the Rapid
Action Force, patrolled the area.

Till earlier this month, officers
said the area's residents were be-
ing “influenced by rumours and
social media”. On December 20,
violent clashes between police
and protesters broke out in Old
Delhi’s Darya Ganj, with police
saying “outsiders” from North
East Delhi were to blame.

Dr Parveen Shah, a member
of the Aman committee, said,
“There are over 36 mosques in the
area and a lot of people go there
on Friday. We put speakers out-
side these places and requested
people not toindulge in violence.
Iam against the new Act and any
law that questions our citizen-
ship. But violence is not the op-
tion. I promote peaceful protests

Shield that emits
shock new part of
force’s anti-riot gear

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 27

PERSONNEL OF the Rapid Action
Force (RAF) have a new addition
to their safety gear — anti-riot
shield, which can generate a cur-
rent of 10-12 ampere, giving mild
shock to anyone coming in con-
tact withit.

In Seelampur Friday, extra
RAF personnel were deployed to
lookinto the law and order situa-
tion to avoid any violent protest
in the area. A few of them could
be seen sporting the electric
safety shield.

According to sources, the new
electric shield is a “pilot project”
for the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF). The main purpose
of the shield is to protect police
personnel from mobs.

A senior officer said, “A lot of
times, mob overpowers the po-
lice, pushing them out of a
protesting site. With normal
shields, the police can only save
themselves by pushing the mob.

The shield will help disperse
mobs, said police

But with the electric shield, mild
shock can disrupt the mob and
help disperse people.”

Santosh, an RAF personnel,
said, “This is the first time we will
be using this. We have been in-
structed to push a button to acti-
vate the charge. A buzzing sound
is emitted once it’s switched on.
We have a plastic layer to our
clothing to save us from the shock.”

The gear looks like a regular
shield. Itis made of polycarbonate
material and has a wire on its
cover which carries the charge.On
the other side of the shield is a
handle, which is used to hold it.

and want the government to
change the law.”

On Friday, police patrolled
Seelampur Chowk, Wazirabad
Road, Brijpuri, Jaffrabad and
Shastri Park. Personnel from
neighbouring districts of Rohini
and East district were also de-
ployed near Yamuna Khadar to
stop protesters from moving to
North East Delhi.

Senior officers were also out
on the field to keep tempers in
check. Saurabh Chandra, ACP at
Seelampur, said, “Since 7 am, we
have been patrolling the area.
Sensitive spots like Seelampur
Chowk and Jaffrabad were iden-
tified. Last time, people had gath-
ered here and started pelting
stones. This time, we have de-
ployed over two teams at each
spot and kept things under con-
trol. Imams were cooperating and
helped us in reaching out to peo-
ple to maintain peace.”

Police allowed

to conduct
bone test

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 27

A DELHI court Friday allowed
police to carry out a bone ossifi-
cation test to ascertain the age of
one of the accused, who was ar-
rested for his role in the violence
in North East Delhi’s Seemapuri,
during protests against the new
citizenship law.

Metropolitan Magistrate Gita
issued the direction after Delhi
Police submitted that the ac-
cused did not have any valid age
proof. The boy, through his coun-
sel Zakir Raza and Monis Rais,
has claimed he is a juvenile. He
had produced certificates from
the madrasa he was studying at.

The court asked police to sub-
mit its report by December 30.
Police said as no other identity
proof was available with them, a
bone ossification was necessary
to ascertain the accused’s age.

This was opposed by the ac-
cused’s counsel, who con-
tended that as per Centre’s no-
tification, certificates from a
madrasa are valid documents to
prove one’s age.
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DELHI CONFIDENTIAL revoking citizenShip: Shah

SHOW OF STRENGTH

UNLIKE THE swearing-in ceremony of Uddhav Thackeray in
Maharashtra, the oath-taking of Hemant Soren as Jharkhand
Chief Minister on Sunday is set to be an Opposition show of
strength. From Congress’s Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra,
P Chidambaram and Ahmed Patel to NCP’s Sharad Pawar, SP’s
Akhilesh Yadav, BSP’s Mayawati, TMC's Mamata Banerjee, DMK’s
M K Stalin, RJD’s Tejashwi Yadav, AAP’s Arvind Kejriwal, JD(S)'s
H D Kumaraswamy and CPI leader Kanhaiya Kumar, top lead-
ers of the Opposition are expected to be present at the swearing-
in as they are all said to have accepted Soren’s invitation. Chief
Ministers including Rajasthan’s Ashok Gehlot, Madhya Pradesh’s
Kamal Nath, Chhattisgarh’s Bhupesh Bhagel and Maharashtra’s
Thackeray are also likely to attend. Soren has invited former
President Pranab Mukherjee too,and heis said to have accepted

the invitation.

PROTEST ADVICE

THE RAILWAY administration appears to be conscious of
protests against the merger of services leaking into the pub-
licdomain and gathering traction on social media. Messages,
both formal and informal, have gone to zonal units to “advise”
officers to desist and use only “official channels”. Soon after the
Railway Board Chairman’s video-conference with CPROs
ended on Thursday, messages went out in some zones from
CPROs to officers to “advise” those working under their con-
trol to avoid posting views on social media criticising the gov-

ernment’s policy decisions.

DIFFERENT FACE

AT A time when the BJP is planning programmes to reach out
to the Muslim community to “clear the confusion spread by
the Opposition” over the new citizenship law, party leader
Shahnawaz Hussain recalled an old incident in which senior
BJP leader and Union minister Prakash Javadekar was mis-
taken for a Kashmiri Muslim leader. In the story Hussain nar-
rated at the BJP headquarters, Javadekar and Hussain were
part of a committee to visit Jammu. While referring to their
visit, newspapers in Jammu had referred to Javadekar as Javed
Kar and described him as the new Muslim face of the BJP. After
that Hussain started referring to Javadekar as Javed Bhai. After
hearing the story, some in the BJP suggested that Javadekar
could be a face to reach out to the minorities now.

Council of Ministers
to discuss draft vision
for sectors on Jan 4

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 27

IN A bid to finalise the five-year
vision of some sectors, the Union
Council of Ministers, headed by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
will meet again on January 4 to
deliberate on the draft vision
prepared by a Group of
Secretaries.

According to sources, the
day-long meeting is expected to
deliberate on the draft vision of
social sectors including health
and education. Proposals related
to the welfare of social groups
like Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes and Other Backward
Classes (OBC) may also be dis-
cussed.

Apart from ministers, all sec-
retaries have been asked to be
present, sources added.

This will be the third meet-
ing of the Council since the NDA
government returned to power
in May 2019, and the second
within a fortnight.

On December 21, the Council
had a marathon meeting and
discussed draft visions of two
key sectors — rural, agriculture
and allied sectors; and infra-
structure. The progress of these
sectors in the last six months —
particularly the implementation
of flagship schemes like PM-
KISAN — was reviewed. It was
also learnt that suggestions re-
garding the Union budget 2020-
21, to be presented on February
1, were discussed. However, that
meeting was inconclusive.

The next meeting has been
scheduled even as the country is
witnessing widespread protests
against the new citizenship law
and NRC.

CAA has no provision of

Lashes out at Congress, says it is spreading rumours; skips mention of NRC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, DECEMBER 27

ACCUSING THE Congress of
spreading misinformation, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah on
Friday said that the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act had no provi-
sion of taking away anyone’s citi-
zenship.

Addressing a large gathering
in Shimla on the occasion of the
party completing two years in
power in Himachal Pradesh, Shah
said, “This Act has no provision of
snatching the citizenship of any-
one, including minorities. It only
has the provision of granting citi-
zenship to minorities who came
here  from  Bangladesh,
Afghanistan and Pakistan.”

There was no mention of the
National Register of Citizens (NRC)
in his speech.

Accusing “Congress and com-
pany” of spreading rumours that
“the citizenship of Muslim broth-
ersissettogoaway”, the BJP chief
said, “Main challenge deta hun ya-
han se Rahul Baba ko. Ye poore Act
ke andar ek bhi jageh pe kisi ki bhi
nagrikta lene ka agar pravdhan hai
to krupya bata dijiye (I challenge

(From left) Union Minister Anurag Thakur, BJP working
president JP Nadda, Himachal Pradesh CM Jai Ram Thakur
and Home Minister Amit Shah with other leaders at arally
in Shimla on Friday. Pradeep Kumar

Rahul Gandhi, tell me if there is
any provision of taking away citi-
zenship in the entire Act).”

Shah said that after Partition,
the Nehru-Liaquat pact was
signed in which both India and
Pakistan had declared they would
protect their minorities. “India
protected its minorities... while
this did not happenin Bangladesh
and Pakistan, he said.

“From 30 per cent and 23 per

cent, the population there de-
clined to three and seven per
cent... lakhs came here following
religious persecution. They asked
us to grant them citizenship as
promised by Mahatma Gandhi,
Jawaharlal Nehru, Rajendra Babu
and the Constitution. We are liv-
ing a life of hell, they said. They
neither had homes nor citizen-
ship. Neither jobs nor health and
educational facilities. Nobody was

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi and Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel at the
National Tribal Dance Festival in Raipur on Friday. ANI

Economy can’t be run without
taking everyone along: Rahul

DIPANKAR GHOSE
RAIPUR, DECEMBER 27

CONGRESSLEADER Rahul Gandhi
on Friday said the country’s econ-
omy cannot be run “without tak-
ing everyone along”.

Speaking at the inauguration
of a three day National Tribal
Dance Festival organised by the
Chhattisgarh government, he also
said the country could never ben-
efit “if brothers are made to fight
brothers.”

Later,as he wasleaving Raipur,
Gandbhi also attacked the NRCand
NPR, saying they were an attack
on the poor.

Speaking at the festival,
Gandhi said, “The condition of the
country, youare aware of. Whatis
happening in other states, you
know. The state of farmers, the
state of the economy, unemploy-
ment... Without taking everyone
along — every religion, every

caste, Adivasi, Dalit, the backward
classes —India’s economy cannot
be run. Do whatever you want.
But till the time you don’t bring
people together; till the people’s
voices are not heard in the Lok
Sabhaor the Vidhan Sabha, noth-
ing can be done about unemploy-
ment, or the economy.”

“I say in every speech, the
economy is run by farmers,
labourers, the poor, Adivasis. If you
put all the money in the hands of
10-15 people, do notebandi
(Demonetise), implement the
wrong GST, then it is not possible
to generate employment; the
economy cannot run. And [ am
quite happy thatin Chhattisgarh...
we are taking everyone along and
pushing the state forward. And
the difference can be seen.
Violence has lessened...”

“Nothing can be made by
breaking things. The country can-
not benefit if a brother is made to
fight a brother. It will never hap-

My govt created detention centres
on Gauhati HC orders: Ex-CM Gogoi

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI,DECEMBER 27

FORMER ASSAM Chief Minister
Tarun Gogoi on Friday said thathe
did not know why Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has denied the ex-
istence of detention centres in
India as they are needed to hold
foreigners before deportation.

He also accepted that his gov-
ernment started detention cen-
tresin Assam, butadded that they
were created following a Gauhati
High Court order.

Speaking to the media, the
veteran Congress leader said, “I
don’t know why the PM said there
are no detention camps. Did he
want to give the impression that
we donotdetain foreigners? Then
where will you keep them? We
have to keep them somewhere

Former
Assam Chief
Minister
Tarun Gogoi

(before deportation)—he can’'tbe
soignorant.On the one hand, you
want to give the impression that
you are so liberal that you do not
want to detain ‘illegal foreigners’
and onthe other hand, expand the
detention camps.”

Gogoi was referring to a
December 22 speech by Modi in
Delhi, in which the Prime Minister
had said, “...No one is sending
Muslims of this country to deten-
tion centres, nor is there any de-
tention centre in India. Thisis a
clear lie, it is a game with wrong
intentions...”

Assam currently has six de-
tention centres to hold ‘illegal for-
eigners’, but these are all located
inside jails. Together, they house
1,000-0dd detainees. A new de-
tention centre — solely for detain-
ing ‘illegal foreigners’ — is under
construction in Goalpara district.

On Friday, Gogoi said,
“According to the PM there are
no detention centres. But there
are detention centres in Assam.
We started (them) during our
tenure as per the direction of the
Gauhati HCin 2008. But now, this
BJP government has also sanc-
tioned around Rs 40 crore for the
camp in Matia and the PM is say-
ing there is no detention camp.”

He added that apart from the
HC order, “detention camps were
started because of a suggestion by
then Vajpayee government in
1998. They had issued directions

to all the state governments”.

The former CM defended the
idea of detention camps.
“Detention camps are necessary.
After their (the foreigners’) com-
pletion of terms of imprison-
ment in jails, where will they be
kept? Till they can be deported
to the country from where they
came, you have to keep them in
a detention camp. Now, in
Assam, [ don’t see there is the
need of detention camps since
the Bangladesh government has
agreed to accept the illegal im-
migrants... then why is there a
detention camp?” Gogoi said.

Government sources said ille-
gal Bangladeshi migrants con-
victed by Indian courts are a sep-
arate category from persons
“declared” as ‘illegal foreigners’ by
the 100 Foreigners' Tribunals (FTs)
of the state.

pen,” Gandhi said.

When questioned about the
NRC and NPR later in the day at
the airport, Gandhi said,
“Whether it is NRC or NPR, it is a
tax on the poor. Understand note-
bandi (demonetisation). A poor
man goes to the bank, and de-
posits his money. You can’t with-
draw it and all the money goes to
the same 15-20 people.Thisisthe
same. A poor manwill gotoanof-
ficial. If there is a mistake, he will
have to pay a bribe. And crores will
go to the same people. I am say-
ingitisanattack on poor people.”

“A poor person is asking how
do I get employment? The econ-
omy would earlier grow at 9 per-
cent, but now has come to 4 per-
cent. Even that is by their new
measure. By the old one, it would
be 2.5. The poor are saying ‘you
have taken all our money, de-
stroyed us, what did we get’?
Chhattisgarhis showing the way,”
Gandhi said.

listening to them. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi took an initiative
and brought forth the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill...” he added.

He further said, “I want to tell
the public, especially my brothers
and sisters from the minorities,
this Act is now on the
Government of India’s website.
This Congress and company, they
are spreading rumours... that the
citizenship of Muslimsis set to go
away... Please do not spread mis-
informationand disturb the peace
of the country. If you have infor-
mation, bring it before the public.”

The Union minister said that
the mindset of the world towards
India had changed after the coun-
try carried out surgical strikes in
Pakistan to end terrorism.

“Earlier, it was a challenge to
hoist the national flag in Kashmir
but now after the abrogation of
Article 370, the fluttering of the
Tricolour in the Valley is giving a
message to the world,” he said, ac-
cording to a PTIreport.

Claiming that the Narendra
Modi-led NDA government at the
Centre was working to end cor-
ruption, he said no opposition
party could accuse the Union gov-
ernment of corruption.

BJP says Rahul
liar, Cong terms
remark cheap

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 27

THE BJP on Friday slammed
Congressleader Rahul Gandhi for
his claim that the National
Population Register (NPR) is a
“tax” onthe poorandsaid heisthe
“liar of the year”.

The ruling party fielded Union
minister Prakash Javadekar to tar-
get the Congress leader. “When
Rahul Gandhi was Congress pres-
ident, he would speak lies all the
time. Now, he is no longer presi-
dent, but continues to speak lies. If
there was a category of the liar of
the year, he would be in it. His
comments used to embarrass his
family. His lies now embarrass his
party and the country,” he said.

Javadekar accused Congress of
trying to fan instability, but as-
serted that people are with the
government on the new citizen-
shiplaw and NPR. The minister as-
serted that NPR does not involve
monetary transactions and its
datais used toidentify the poor so
that government welfare schemes
canreach targeted people.

The Congress hit back saying
Javadekar’s remarks were cheap.

“People have been asking
questions and the government
has been shying away from giving
answers...Rahul Gandhi has been
asking three questions... And these
three questions are in the minds
of the people too.Why did you de-
stroy the economy?..Why unem-
ployment is at a 45-year high?...
and Why is there an increasing
concern for safety of
women?..We expected their
learned spokesperson Prakash
Javadekar will throw some light...
but it pains us when ... says such
cheap things,” Congress
spokesperson Pawan Khera told
reporters.
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What PM said
on NRC is the
last word: Goyal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PANAJI, DECEMBER 27

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi’s words on the National
Register of Citizens (NRC) should
be considered the last word on
the subject, Railways Minister
Piyush Goyal said on Friday.

“I think once the Prime
Minister of the country says
something, that is the last word.
The Prime Minister has categori-
cally clarified. There is no ques-
tion of NRC, no discussion in the
cabinet, no provision for that, no
law for that,” Goyal told the media
when asked about the differing
statements of the PM and Home
Minister Amit Shah on NRC.

Goyal, who was in Goa to
speak on the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act and the
National Population Register
(NPR), described the new citi-
zenship law as a “new hope” for
refugees from three bordering
nations. “For us, giving citizen-
ship to people who were perse-
cuted onreligious grounds is not
about political gain, it is about
humanity, and you never calcu-
late humanitarian issues on the
scale of politics,” he said.

Goyal added that there was a
general “misunderstanding”
about CAA, and that “propa-
ganda” fuelled by the Congress
was being spread. “Our children
are being misled,” he added.

“No one will lose their na-
tionality. Only those who are
persecuted on account of their
religion have sought refuge in
India. Those who came till
December 13, 2014, they have
been assured citizenship by this
amendment,” the minister reit-
erated. “Five hundred Muslims
have been given citizenship by
Narendra Modi in the last five
years because they could make
their case for persecution. It in-
cludes famous names like
Adnan Sami.”

About the NPR, Goyal said,
“There is also some misunder-
standing about the National
Population Register. It doesn’t
take into account any citizenship
criteria. It was started under PM
Manmohan Singh... It is only to
map the population and because
the population needs to be
mapped to give benefits to the
poor and marginalised sections
of society (and for proper plan-
ning),” he said.

“I think the anger was mis-
guided by political considera-
tions, particularly by the
Congress. People have now un-
derstood that the anger is
baseless.”

Goyal also appealed to West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee to take action against
those who set trains on fire.
“Burning and destroying railway
property shows the mindset of
people,” he added.

As protests continue,
BJP and Cong set to
step up campaigns

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 27

AS PROTESTS against the new
citizenship law continue, the rul-
ing BJP and main opposition
Congress are gearing up to step
up their campaigns.

While the Congress wants to
keep the protest pot boiling, the
BJP is set to organise a national-
level programme in January to
reach out to Muslims, counter
the Opposition’s narrative and
allay anxieties regarding NRC.

This is the first time the BJP
will be reaching out to Muslims
in such a big way on the new cit-
izenship law. Addressing a rally
at the Ramlila ground last
Sunday, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had asserted
that the government had not
held any discussions on a pan-
India NRC yet. He had also
claimed claims regarding open-
ing of detention centres are false.

BJP leader and Minority
Affairs Minister Mukhtar Abbas
Naqvi has held a meeting that
was attended by National
Commission for Minorities
chairman Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi
and the party’s minority morcha
president Abdul Rasheed Ansari,
among others, to chalk out a
strategy. Party leaders said they
are expected to come out with
plans to demolish the “misinfor-
mation campaign” against the
party and the government over
the new law.

The Congress, meanwhile,
will take out flag marches across
the country on its 134th foun-
dation day on Saturday. Leader
Rahul Gandhi will address a
rally in Guwahati where he will
take on the government over
the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act and other issues.

Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra will ad-
dress party workers at Lucknow
at a meeting of the Uttar
Pradesh Pradesh Congress
Committee.

“In addition to the custom-
ary flag hoisting in state capitals,
presidents of Pradesh Congress
Committees will undertake flag
marches carrying the message
of ‘Save Constitution-Save
India’,” AICC general secretary
(organisation) K C Venugopal
said.

They will also read the pre-
amble in their respective lan-
guages at public meetings or-
ganised for this purpose, he said.

Referring to the widespread
protests, he said, “Faced by this
massive backlash, the PM and
Home Minister have indulged in
characteristic double-speak and
are now attempting to covertly
undertake the exercise through
NPR,” he said in the statement.

“The protesters were at-
tacked by police indiscrimi-
nately... The government has put
itself in a bind with the PM, HM
and Defence Minister making
contradictory statements on dif-
ferent occasions.”

All measures to build detention
centres on hold, says Kerala govt

VISHNU VARMA
KOCHI, DECEMBER 27

THE KERALA government on
Friday rejected reports thatit was
planning to build detention cen-
tres for people who illegally en-
tered the country, convicted for-
eigners awaiting deportationand
those whose visas have expired.

Astatement from the office of
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
clarified thatithad putonholdall
measures for the same taken by
the previous government.

The decision comes in the
wake of protests against the CAA
and NRC. Vijayan has already
stated that he will not allow the
NRC process to be implemented
in Kerala.

According to the Chief
Minister’s Office, aletter directing

Kerala Chief
Minister
Pinarayi
Vijayan

home secretaries of states to build
detention centres was first sent by
the Union government in August
2012. The instruction was that
such centres would be used to
hold those who entered the coun-
try illegally, foreigners overstay-
ing inIndia despite their visas ex-
piring, and convicted foreigners
awaiting legal issues to be re-
solved before their deportation.
The Congress-led UPA was in
power at that time.

On November 4, 2015, the
home ministry convened ameet-
ing for the same, which the then

state DGP, ADGP (intelligence)
and IG (Jail) attended. It was de-
cided at the meeting that the
state’s social justice department
would oversee the construction
of such detention centres and ap-
propriate land would be allocated
for the purpose. Staff would be ap-
pointed by the police department
and the centres would be outside
the purview of the police-jail de-
partments.

The CMO statement goes on
to state that on February 29, 2016,
the social justice department di-
rector was asked to submit a rec-
ommendation for setting up the
detention centres. A managing
committee comprising district of-
ficers of the social justice depart-
ment and district police superin-
tendent was also set up. Following
this, the social justice department
in the secretariat asked the direc-

tor of the department to furnish
details of the number of people
who would be held in such cen-
tres. The state crime records bu-
reau was asked to furnish the de-
tails. No such data has been
received till now and regular re-
minders continue to come from
the Union home ministry, the
CMO statement said.

The CPM-led LDF government
was elected to powerin May 2016.

The government madeitclear
that no minister in the current dis-
pensation has seen the file on the
detention centres and therefore
no decision was taken.

Minister for Social Justice KK
Shailaja told reporters, “As part of
clearance of files, we had this file.
Since we didn’'t know the details,
we sent back the file asking to fur-
nish them. So far, no decision has
been made onit.”
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Protest against
new law in
Ajmer, effigies
of Dargah
Diwan burnt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, DECEMBER 27

ASILENT protest rally against the
new citizenship law and the
National Register of Citizens (NRC)
was taken outin Ajmer on Friday.

Some people also burnt the
effigy of the spiritual head of
Ajmer Dargah, Dargah Diwan
Syed Zainul Abedin Ali Khan,
who recently said Muslims living
in India don’t need to fear the
new law and had appealed to the
government to notimplement it
till discussions with agitating
parties are held.

Ajmer SP Kunwar Rashtra-
deep said the march was peace-
ful. “No untoward incident took
place during the silent march.
There was no sloganeering. Some
people burned effigies of the
Dargah Diwan and chairman of
the Dargah Committee,” he said.

“People were angry over the
fact that he (Dargah Diwan) gave
a statement saying that the new
law has nothing to do with Musl-
imslivinginIndiaand the commu-
nity needn’t fear it. His statement
isabetrayal of hiscommunity. His
and Dargah committee chairman
Amin Pathan’s effigies were burnt
before the rally,” said a protester.

The rally, which took place af-
ter Friday prayers, passed through
areas such as Ander court, Dargah
Bazaar and Bhimrao Ambedkar
Circle before reaching the district
collector’s office, where amemor-
andumaddressed to the President
was submitted.

“We have appealed that this
law be taken back as it is against
Article 14 of the Constitution. As
long as this law is not withdrawn,
we will continue to protest peace-
fully,” said Tauseef Ahmad
Siddique, the city qazi who was
among those leading the march.

Syed Nasiruddin Chishty, eld-
est son of Dargah Diwan Khan,
said, “The effigy has been burned
by only 10-15 (protesters) who
are always against the Diwanand
also give anti-national state-
ments... The rally was separate
and is not related to burning of
the effigy. The Diwan has already
written a letter to the Prime
Minister, requesting him to with-
draw the new citizenship law.”

Magisterial
probe ordered
into Rampur
protest death

Lucknow: Days after 27-year-old
Faiz Khan was shot dead during
protest against the new citizen-
ship law in UP’s Rampur district,
the district magistrate (DM) on
Thursday ordered an inquiry.

City Magistrate Sarvesh Bah-
adur Gupta has been asked to
look into the circumstances un-
der which Khan was shot dead
and submit a report in a week.

“Tocleardoubts regarding the
death, I have directed the City
Magistrate to conduct an inquiry
and submitareportinaweek.On
the basis of the report, further ac-
tion would be taken,” said DM
Aunjaneya Kumar Singh.

He added that the officer had
asked local residents to provide
him with evidence, if they have
any, in this regard.

ENS

Adrone camera keeps vigil a day before Friday prayers, at Meenakshi Chowk in Muzaffarnagar on Thursday. Praveen Khanna

Inviolence-hit areas, UP police

have eye in the sky—drones

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, DECEMBER 27

UTTAR PRADESH Police have
used drone cameras for aerial
surveillance of sensitive areas
since violence erupted last week
during protests against the new
citizenship law.

The cameras were used to
record the movement and activ-
ities of alleged anti-social ele-
ments and capture images of
houses where bricks and stones
were stored on terraces or on the
road outside. On the basis of such
data, notices have beenissued to
the house owners to remove the
bricks and stones, police said.

“There were instructions to
the police in districts to use
drone cameras to record activi-
ties and movement,” said ADG,
Law and Order, PV Ramasastry.

Drone cameras were mostly
used this week in districts like
Firozabad, Meerut,
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Mugzaffarnagar, Agra, Sambhal
and Bijnor, where violence was
reported. Each district saw the
deployment of five to seven
drone cameras, mostly focusing
on sensitive areas, police said.

Muzaffarnagar police de-
ployed drone cameras to moni-
tor the situation during Friday
prayers. “They help us observe
the situation and keep track of
gatherings — on the roof of a
house for example. During a law
and order situation, drones can
identify if weapons are being
kept on terraces. Accordingly we
can deploy forces and maintain
peace,” said Satpal Antil, SP City.

Police said the data provided
by drones can be used as evi-
dence under the Indian Evidence
Act. In the wake of violence,
drones were closely monitoring
Khala Par area since clashes took
place there, they added.

A senior police officer said
that some districts have their
own drone cameras while oth-

Prashant Nadkar

ES OF CITIZENSEH

ers hire them from private agen-
cies. “We charge Rs 8,000-
10,000 a day for each drone, de-
pending on the resolution of
cameras. We also provide oper-
ators to run the drones,” a busi-
nessman who provides drone
cameras to the police told The
Indian Express on Friday.

He said that drones being
used by the police for surveil-
lance are ‘Netra’, ‘Phantom’ and
‘Mavic’. Drone cameras with
night vision are also being used.

An officer said that a police
official is deployed with each
drone operator who guides him
about particular lanes or areas to
focus on, and the official writes
down the details. The data
recorded in the cameras through
the day is collected and scanned
by the local SHO and circle officer
and forwarded to the SP or
higher-ups if required, said the
officer.

“We are keeping watch
through drone cameras in areas

largely affected by the violence
last week. In some districts,
policemen are trained to oper-
ate drones,” said a senior police
officer.

Mathura and Firozabad po-
lice had issued notices to around
50 people each after drone cam-
eras revealed bricks stored on
their terraces and outside their
houses. They were asked to re-
move the material immediately.

Mathura SSP Shalabh
Mathur said, “We had two drone
cameras and hired five more for
surveillance. People who
were issued notices have
removed the materials from
their houses.”

When contacted, District
Magistrate Chandra Vijay Singh
said that some persons removed
the stones on their own, while
policemen went to remove them
in other cases.

—WITHINPUTS FROM
AMILBHATNAGAR

> DEBATE

Ganesh Shirsekar

A gathering in support of the new citizenship law at August Kranti Maidan; (right) a protest against the new law at Azad
Maidan on Friday. The gathering in support of the law was led by BJP leader and former CM Devendra Fadnavis. Addressing
the gathering, Fadnavis said the Shiv Sena, which earlier spoke of throwing Bangladeshi infiltrators out, had now sealed
their lips for power. The Azad Maidan gathering was attended by students and activists in large numbers. Several artistes and
musicians, too, were present at the protest and argued that the new law was discriminatory.

CAA won't be
implemented in
Bengal as long
as [ am alive,
says Mamata

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,DECEMBER 27

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee on Friday said as
longas sheisalive, the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act (CAA) will not
be implemented in the state.

Addressing a public meeting
at Naihati in North 24 Parganas
district, Banerjee said, “As long
aslamalive, CAA will not be im-
plemented in Bengal. No one has
to leave the country or the state.
No one can snatch away the
rights of the people of the coun-
try, like citizenship.”

This was Banerjee’s sixth pub-
lic meeting to protest the new law
since the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill was passed by
Parliament earlier this month.

The West Bengal Chief
Minister also said she won't let
the BJP set up detention centres
in the state. “They (BJP) are say-
ing they will set up detention
camps here. Who is in power
here? We are.l am ready to give
my life. | won't allow the BJP to
set up detention camps even if |
die,” she said.

She said detention camps
were set upin Assam because the
BJP is in power there. “It is the
work of the state government.
They could doitin Assam because
there is a BJP government. If they
are an elected government, we are
alsoanelected government,” said
Banerjee.

The TMC supremo said the
new law would turn Indians into
foreigners. “Do you know what
the new Act says? It says you were
an Indian, and now you are a for-
eigner and would have toapply to
get your rights. Then they would
decide whether to give you
rights,” she said.

Banerjee also expressed her
support to student protests
across the country against the
new law.

“Why can’t students protest
against a draconian law? The
Centre is taking action against
protesting students and is rusti-
cating them from universities.
This is very unfortunate.
They have all the right to protest.
Attempts must not be made to
stop their movement,” she said.
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Janne-Mette Johansson in Kochi, Friday. Reuters

Norwegian tourist
asked to leave India

for taking part in Kochi
anti-CAA protest

VISHNUVARMA
KOCHI,DECEMBER 27

A NORWEGIAN tourist was or-
dered toleave the country Friday
by the Foreigners Regional
Registration Office (FRRO) in
Kochi with officials saying that
she “violated visa rules” by par-
ticipatingina protest marchin the
city against the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA).

Janne-Mette Johannson, 74, a
former nurse from Norway who
reached India on a tourist visa in
October, was questioned at the
FRRO centre near the Cochin
International Airport about her
participation in a “people’s long
march” against CAA Monday.

She had also posted pictures
from the protest on her Facebook
accountalongwith anote that the
protesters were “singing and
chanting with their fists up”. “No
riots, just people determined, lift-
ing up their voices, saying what
has to be said,” she wrote.

The latest action comes days
after a German student at IIT-
Madras was asked to leave India
forattending a protest against the
new citizenship law.

On Friday morning, Kochi
FRRO Anoop Krishnan confirmed
Johannson’sdeportation. “She has
beenintimated in person toleave
the country. She will be leaving
tonight,” he said.

In a Facebook post that has
since been deleted, Johannson
wrote that officials from the
Bureau of Immigration turned up

at the hotel in Fort Kochi where
she was staying early morning
Friday and informed her about her
immediate deportation.

“I'was told to leave the coun-
try atonce, or legal actions would
be taken. I asked for an explana-
tion and also something in writ-
ing.Iwas told thatI would not get
anything in writing. The officer
from the Bureauis notleaving me
before he can see that [ have a
flight ticket,” the post read.

One of Johannson’s friends is
said to have arranged a flight out of
Kochi late Friday night to Dubai,
from where she would continue
her trip to Sweden, where she is
based.

When contacted on phone,
Johannson did not respond to
questions but got emotional and
started sobbing. Throughout
Friday, police officers were sta-
tioned outside the hotel where
she was staying.

According to animmigration
officer, Johannson has made at
least five trips to India since 2014
and has visited Kerala twice. This
time, she decided to spend
Christmas in Kochi and attend
the popular Cochin Carnival after
her plans to visit Assam were
cancelled as a result of the
protests.

During her current trip, she has
been documenting her travel on
Facebook. On December 16, she
quoted Gregory Stanton, an expert
ongenocide studies: “Nationalism
takentoits extremeisfascismand
Nazism. Now every Muslim, priv-
ileged or poor, worried.”

FIR says ammunition burnt
by protesters in Muzaffarnagar

AMILBHATNAGAR
MUZAFFARNAGAR,
DECEMBER 27

AN FIR filed by Muzaffarnagar
police says that AK-47 ammu-
nition was “burnt” by protest-
ers during violence at Khalapar
following protests over the
new citizenship law on
December 20.

The allegation comes even as
several residents in the region
have alleged that the police
opened fire at the protesters.

The FIR, accessed by The
Indian Express, states that a
Circle Officer’s vehicle was mov-
ing through the crowd when
around a thousand people
torched a Tata Sumo and along
with it several weapons. “The
crowd became agitated and set

fire to the car despite us asking
them to stay non violent. The fol-
lowing items were burnt along
with it — 50 AK 47 bullets along
with three magazines, tear gas
shells, 24 rubber bullets, 30.303
mm bullets among others.
Several bulletproof jackets were
also burnt,” the FIR says.

The police maintained that
no rounds of bullets were fired
at the protesters.

“The violent protesters de-
stroyed a lot of property, both
public and private. A lot of stuff
belonging to the police was de-
liberately destroyed despite our
calls to maintain peace. All such
criminal actions are under inves-
tigation. Through CCTV footage
and other evidence we are try-
ing to identify such people,” said
Satpal Antil, SP City,
Muzaffarnagar.

Following the violent clashes
between protesters and police
officials, local residents alleged a
police crackdown whereby
property was damaged in the
garb of detaining people. They
alleged that windows of several
houses were broken, homes van-
dalised and CCTV cameras de-
stroyed. A mosque was also
stormed by the police and items
broken, they said.

Lawyers said they were told
that more people would be re-
leased soon. “The police told us
that those who had nothing to
do with the protests will be re-
leased, which is to be seen. The
administration and police are
trying to reach out to the pub-
lic to build confidence. No FIR
has been filed against police of-
ficials,” said Asad Zama, a
lawyer.

Sonowal says Cong, Left disrupted peace, In show of solidarity, Kerala church choir
cites development projects by Modi govt performs wearing skull caps, headscarves

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI,DECEMBER 27

ASSAM CHIEF Minister Sarban-
anda Sonowal on Friday said the
Congress and Leftist groups were
responsible for the violence in
Assam earlier this month.

Sonowal said those behind the
violence and arson were the “pri-
mary enemy” of the people. “If
someone has disrupted peace in
Assam today, they are Congress
and Left parties and those who be-
lievein Leftistideology,” Sonowal
said while addressing a ‘peace
march’ in Jagiroad.

Friday’s march was the third
by the BJP since last week, after
one each in Nalbari and Barpeta
districts. Leaders of the Asom
GanaParishad (AGP),anally of the
BJPin the state government which

Assam CM
Sarbananda
Sonowal

has moved the apex court against
the new citizenship law, also par-
ticipated in the march.

Sonowal assured that action
would be taken as perlaw against
every perpetrator of violence. He
counted the development proj-
ects the Narendra Modi govern-
ment has undertaken for Assam
and the North-East.

The Chief Minister also took a
dig at Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, who is scheduled to visit
Guwahati on Saturday. “Rahul
Gandhi should first answer on
how lakhs and lakhs of foreigners
were allowed to come into Assam

for the Congress’s greed of votes.
They have never learned to re-
spect the indigenous sons of soil
of Assam,” he said.

Assam Finance Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said the
cut-off yearin the new citizenship
law was 2014 because after Modi
became the Prime Minister, “no
person has come from
Bangladesh”.He also claimed that
“no new person” will come from
Bangladesh due to the law.

“Hindus who came in 1972 or
1976, how can we send them
back? Should we send them back
sothat theyare forcibly converted
there? So that they cannot even
celebrate Durga Puja there? God
has given us that much humani-
tarian love in our hearts to take re-
sponsibility for 3-4 lakh such
Hindu people. Someone wants
chacha mama (a reference to

Muslim migrants), we do not
want them,” Sarma said.

FIR against BJP MLA

BJP MLA Mrinal Saikia has
been booked for allegedly deliv-
ering a provocative speech in
Dibrugarh’s Chabua on Thursday.

In a video which went viral,
Khumtai MLA Saikiais heard pur-
portedly saying, “If someone
comes to burn down your house,
you burn their house too. If they
put their hand on one of you, put
your hands on ten of them.
Because people are with us, we
have more people with us.”

Sivasagar SP Amitav Sinha
said, “An FIR has been registered
foraninflammatory speech. Itwas
filed by alocal organisation.”

Saikia could not be reached for
acomment over the phone.

ENS

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DECEMBER 27

ASPROTESTS continue across the
country against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, a church in
Kerala decided to show its soli-
darity this Christmas season by
having Christmas carollers wear
skull caps and headscarves dur-
ing their performance.

On December 23, in front of
the altar at the St Thomas Mar
Thoma Church in Kozhenchery
in Pathanamthitta district, the
male carollers donned skull caps
and the women wore head-
scarves and performed Mappila
— traditional songs sung by the
Muslim community — rendi-
tions of traditional carols.

Mar Thoma Churchis a non-

The choir performs at St Thomas Mar Thoma Church.

Catholic Christian community
and the St Thomas Church at
Kozhenchery is a prominent
parish.

Daniel T Philip, the church’s
assistant parish priest, “We

wanted to pledge solidarity with
all communities, including
Muslims, who are worried about
the new citizenship law. As we
are celebrating Christmas, there
is a grave concern among mi-

norities, particularly among
Muslims, whether they would
become refugees in this country.
We wanted to share their con-
cern and express solidarity
with them.”

He said the youth outfit of
the Church, Mar Thomas
Yuvajana Sakhyam, sang the car-
ols which were adapted to the
Mappila-style. “I mooted the
idea against the backdrop of the
current situation. It was ac-
cepted by the choir members
and has gone down well with
parishioners,” he said.

“Jesus Christ was made a
refugee a day after his birth.
Hence, the church wanted to
send the message that it shares
the anxiety of people who are
made refugees or are fearing
they would be dubbed
refugees,” Fr Daniel said.
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In SC, Babri action
committee to seek
mosque debris

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 27

THE BABRI Masjid Action
Committee has decided to file a
petition in the Supreme Court,
asking for the debris of the
mosque  demolished in
December 1992 to be handed
over to Muslims so that no dis-
honour is done to the sacred
pieces. However, a decision s yet
to be taken on whethera curative
petition will be filed in the top
court seeking a relook at last
month’s verdict on the Ram
Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid
dispute.

Sources in the All India
Muslim Personal Law Board
(AIMPLB) and other Muslim or-
ganisations at the forefront of the
issue say the chances of a curative
petition being filed are “slim”.

“The November 9 order of
the Supreme Court does not
specify what is to be done with
the debris of the Babri Masjid. So
inameeting on Wednesday, the
Babri Masjid Action Committee
has decided to file a petition in
the SC seeking that the debris be
handed over to Muslims so that
its sanctity is maintained. Itis yet
to be decided when it will be
filed and the matter is also to be
discussed in the All India Muslim
Personal Law Board. No decision
has been taken so far on a cura-
tive petition,” said advocate
Zafaryab Jilani, who is also the
secretary of AIMPLB and has
been at the forefront of the legal
fight for nearly three decades.

The SCdeliveredits verdicton

For and on behalf of the Chairman, Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board sealed tenders are
invited on the prescribed format, duly affixed with

Sources in the AIMPLB
and other Muslim
organisations at the
forefront of the issue
say the chances of a
curative petition being
filed are ‘slim’

the decades-old dispute on
November 9when it handed over
the disputed 2.77 acres to the de-
ity Ram Lalla while holding that
the act of placing idols in the site
in 1949 was “desecration”, that
there is no evidence of Babri
Masjid having been built after de-
molishing a temple and that the
1992 demolition of the mosque
was against the rule of law. The
apex court directed that a five-
acre plot within Ayodhya be given
to the Sunni Waqf Board for con-
struction of a mosque.

Subsequently, nine review pe-
titions were filed in the court,
seeking a relook at the judge-
ment. All of them were dismissed
on December 13 by a bench of
Chief Justice S A Bobde and
Justices DY Chandrachud, Ashok
Bhushan, S Abdul Nazeer and
Sanjiv Khanna.

Muslimreligious leaders such
as Deoband teacher and Jamiat
Ulama-i-Hind president Maulana
Arshad Madani had, ahead of the
verdict, asserted that once there is
a mosque in a given place, it re-
mains a mosque “till the end of
time” regardless of what courts
decide. The petition for Babri de-
bris stems from that belief.

MOVE TO MERGE CADRES

With postcards, petitions to

PM, Rly officers intensify stir

AVISHEK G DASTIDAR
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 27

FROM NEXT week, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will start
receiving thousands of postcards
from serving Railway officers de-
manding a rollback of his
Cabinet’s decision to unify all rail-
way cadres into one.

Thousands of postcards are
being readied to be sent to Modi
and Railway Minister Piyush
Goyal, signed by civil servants and
others from Railways,demanding
two unified services —one techni-
cal and one non-technical — in-
stead of one for civil servants. A
separate petition addressed tothe
PM and Goyal, signed by ag-
grieved officers from all 68 divi-
sions of Indian Railways, is being
mobilised, too, rebutting the jus-
tification for one unified cadre.

“Merger of services will hurt
the development of Railways and
safety of passengers. #NOToIRIMS
#yestotwoservices
#SavelndianRailways,” say the
postcards, addressed to Prime
Minister of India, Raisina Hill, New
Delhi. Some postcards simply say
“No To IRMS” and “Yes to two
services”.

Withindays of the Cabinet ap-
proving the merger of eight or-
ganised Railway services into one
Indian Railway Management
Service (IRMS), the voices of ap-
prehension have grown louder.
Railway unions will organise a stir
between January 2 and 7.

Questions are being raised on
the way the Cabinet note was ap-

Postcards are being readied to be sent to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Railways Minister Piyush Goyal. Express

parently “finalised a few hours be-
fore the cabinet meeting early
Tuesday without wider internal
consultation”. Itis being said that
one Railway Board member had
verbally mentioned in internal
deliberations that in every gov-
ernment system, the Accounts
service is kept separate for better
accountability and bipartisan
scrutiny. But officially, the decision
has approval of all Railway Board
members.

The protesting officers are
from Indian Railway Traffic
Service Association (IRTS), Indian
Railway Personnel Service (IRPS)
and Indian Railway Accounts

Service (IRAS).
Officers have highlighted in a
petition that “Parivartan

Sangoshti”, the two-day brain-
storming session that apparently
brought the merger idea on the
table, “misrepresented” civil ser-

vants. “The civil services, which
were grossly misrepresented at
the decision-making level in the
Parivartan Sanghoshti, were left
withoutbeing heard,” the petition
says. “It had participants divided
into little groups headed by GMs,
most of whom are from
Engineering services. Whowould
say anything against the wishes
of a GM?” asked an officer.

The petition being readied for
the PM and Goyal will maintain
that the unification will not solve
the problem of departmentalism.
Since specialisation will continue
to exist in the Railways, thanks to
the various functions, departmen-
talism will continue. It will main-
tain that unification will affect safe
running of trains due to compet-
ing interests among various spe-
cialisations, those in the know told
The Indian Express.

All 68 divisions of Indian

As number of girl dropouts rises, Bihar plans

revenue stamps worth Rupees Six only for supply
of Pouch Prasad, Fullian Prasad and Makhana

Prasad F.O.R. at

Non-Engineering Store,
Banganga, Katra by or before 06.01.2020 upto

3.00 P.M. IST. The Tender documents containing

detailed terms and conditions and Tender Format
can be had from the Central Office of the Shrine
Board Katra against cash payment of Rs 500/-
(Non-transferable and Non-refundable) on any
working day and same can be downloaded from
our website www.maavaishnodevi.org.

Sd/- (Amit Vermani) KAS,
Dy. Chief Executive Officer,
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board, Katra.

No. CO/ Pur/ NE/ 307/ 10496
Dated: 27.12.2019

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, DECEMBER 27

ALARMED AT the increasing numbers
of dropouts of girls in the state’s senior
secondary schools, the Bihar govern-
mentis setting up a ‘kishorimanch —a
forum for adolescent girls— from
January to motivate girls to continue
their studies with inspiring stories of
successful women and counselling on
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forum to motivate students to stay in school

vocational and professional courses
available after they pass their Class XII.

The education department has de-
tected that dropouts among girls over
last three academic sessions range be-
tween 30-40 per cent. The state has
about 6,000 senior secondary schools.
Despite bicycle and uniform schemes
in place for over a decade now, Bihar
education department found that
1,662 senior secondary schools across
the state have reported high dropouts

of girl students studying in Classes IX
to XII. The kishori manch, which will
have an educational and psychological
trainer each, will motivate girls.

Bihar Education Project Council
state programme officer Sachindra
Kumar said: “..The idea is to motivate
them. All districts have been allocated
funds for the purpose.” Another offi-
cial added the trainers would also
counsel girls to start small businesses
by taking up vocational courses.
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MAHARASHTRA ANIMAL & FISHERY

SCIENCES UNIVERSITY
Futala Lake Road, Nagpur -440 001 (M.S.)

TENDER NOTICE

Online e-Tenders in 'B-1 ' Tender are invited by the University Engineer, Maharashtra Animal
& Fishery Science University, Nagpur.
1) Construction Of Administrative College Building For Fishery Science At Mouza

Telankhedi, CTS No.10, Plot No. 31, Nagpur. Id- 2019_MAFSU_526072_1 (1st Call)

Rs.4,22,88,258/-

2) Upgradation And Repairs Of Street Lights Poles, With Installing LED Lights At
Approach Road Of Grils Hostel In The Campus Of Goregaon MVC, Mumbai.
Id- 2019_MAFSU_526103_1 (2nd Call) Rs. 7,14,258/-

Note : - 1) Please note that further changes regarding this work will not be published through

corrigendum by Press Notice.The Changes will be available only on electronic tendering sys-

tem of Government of Maharashtra which is available Maharashtra Animal & Fishery

Sciences University on the portal https://mahatenders.gov.in only.

sd/-

University Engineer
MAFSU Nagpur

Railways are sending separately
signed petitions through “official
channels” to the Railway Minister
and PM. A petition from
Kharagpur division in South
Eastern Railway argues that “cre-
ation of IRMS will only make
every officer inclined to protect
and promote the interest of his
field brethren and will concretise
departmentalism”.

The Cabinet note states that
“newly recruited officers will
come from Engineering and non-
Engineering disciplines as per
need and posted as per their ap-
titude and specialisation to allow
them to specialise in one field”.
The petition says that this “itself
means that specialisations (read
as Departments) will continue to
exist in Railways”.

Officers told The Indian Express
that many left lucrative jobsinthe
private sector and trained as en-
gineers and MBAs to serve as civil
servants in Railways. “The move
will only throw up court cases,” a
senior officer said.

“We will go to trains and tell
passengers what is happening
with their Railways,” Shiv Gopal
Mishra, secretary general of All
India Railwaymen’s Federation,
told The Indian Express.

The Railway Ministry on
Friday issued a statement saying
no one will be at a disadvantage
due to the move. “For this,
Ministry of Railways and DOPT
will together work out the neces-
sary formula before it is taken up
by Alternative Mechanism. It will
be ensured that no one will be at
adisadvantage,” it says.
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PROBE OVER QUESTION PAPERIN MP VARSITY

MA students asked
difference between
extremists, terrorists

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, DECEMBER 27

A QUESTION asking post-gradu-
ate political science students to
explain the difference between
“extremists” and “revolutionary
terrorists” has invited the wrath
of the BJP, forcing the Congress
government in Madhya Pradesh
to order a probe.

On December 20, MA (third
semester) students of Jiwaji
University, Gwalior, in a theory pa-
per (Political Philosophy-III:
Modern Indian Political Thought),
were asked, “Describe the activi-
ties of (a) Revolutionary Terrorist.
What is the difference between
extremists and revolutionary
terrorists?’

Days later, some student lead-
ers of Government PG College,
Guna, approached principal B K
Tiwari, objecting to the term.
Tiwari said the college had norole
to play because the question pa-
peris set by the university. He ap-
prised the university administra-

tion of the protest.

“Are revolutionaries being
taught or understood as terrorists
in MP? If you can’t respect them,
don't at least insult them,” senior
BJPleader Shivraj Singh Chouhan
said.

University PRO Dr K S Gurjar
told The Indian Express a show-
cause notice has been served on
the Morena-based paper setter
and he has been asked to give his
explanation within 24 hours. The
university will decide on the ac-
tion after getting the reply.

Meanwhile, Higher Education
Minister Jeetu Patwari said he has
ordered a probe and strict action
would be taken against the guilty.
He said since he took over as the
minister, he has ensured that mis-
takes like this are not repeated.

He also said the BJP has no
moral right to question the
Congress because revolutionaries
were born out of Congress philos-
ophy. “Congress has always ac-
corded highest respect to the rev-
olutionaries and showed the
terrorists their place,” he said.

Nath orders inquiry after video of
police torturing a minor goes viral

Bhopal: Chief Minister Kamal
Nath on Friday ordered an in-
quiry after a video of alleged po-
lice brutality against a boy sur-
faced on the social media.

The video clip shows two
constables taking turns to tor-
ture a minor in Damoh. Damoh
SPVivek Singh said the two con-

stables have been suspended. He
said the video appears to have
been shot early November. He
said the identity of the minor is
yet to be established.

The CM said such inhuman
behaviour can’t be tolerated and
strict action will be taken against
the guilty. ENS

MHA relaxes travel rules for
OCI card holders till June 30

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 27

FOLLOWING COMPLAINTS
from Overseas Citizens of India
(OCI) that they are facing ha-
rassment at immigration for
failure to get their OCI cards
reissued with the renewal of
passport, the government has
relaxed the travel rules for
them until June 30 next year.
According to the rules, OCI
are supposed to get their OCI
cards reissued with renewal of
passport if they are below the
age of 20 years and once after
they attain the age of 50.
However, sources said,
these rules were not being
strictly followed earlier, lead-
ing to a trend where OCI were
not getting their cards reissued.

However, after the rules
were strictly enforced, OCI
complained of harassment by
immigration authorities.

“This Ministry has been in-
formed that immigration au-
thorities / airlines in some
countries are not allowing OCI
card holders to travel to India...
In this regard it is informed that
instruction regarding re-is-
suance of OCI card on renewal
of passport or on attaining the
specified age is a requirement
expected to be timely complied
with by the OCI Cardholders. In
view of the problems being
faced by OCI cardholders re-
garding reissuance of OCI cards,
MEA is requested to advise
Indian Missions of the follow-
ing temporary relaxation till
June 30, 2020,” an MHA order
issued on December 17

has said.

The notification said thatin
case an OCI card holder below
the age of 20 has not got the OCI
card re-issued on change of
passport, he/she may travel on
the strength of his/her existing
OCI card bearing the old pass-
port number until June 30,
2020, subject to the condition
that along with the new pass-
port, the OCI card holder car-
ries the old passport men-
tioned in the OCI card.

“In case an OCI card holder
who has attained the age of 50
years and got his/her passport
renewed subsequently but has
not got his/her OCI card re is-
sued on renewal of passport,
he/she may travel till June 30,
2020 on the strength of the OCI
card along with the new and
old passports,” the order said.

Over ‘pro-Hindu’
outfits’ objections,
Rajnath cancels
visit to university
in Chennai

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHENNAI, DECEMBER 27

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath
Singh has cancelled his participa-
tionina convocation ceremony at
a private university here on
Saturday, after ‘pro-Hindu’ outfits
objected to the university’s deci-
sion to confer a honorary doctor-
ate on noted Tamil lyricist
Vairamuthu.

According to BJP spokesper-
son S G Suryabh, Singh cancelled
his visit, “honouring the senti-
ments of Tamils & Tamil Nadu.”

“Honouring the sentiments of
Tamils & Tamil Nadu, we are hear-
ing that the Hon. Defence Minister
@rajnathsingh ji has cancelled his
visit to confer Doctorate to
#Vairamuthu,” he tweeted.

He thanked Singh and the BJP
for honouring the sentiments of
Tamil people and the BJP cadre.

The private university, how-
ever, could not be reached for a
comment.

On Thursday, a controversy
erupted over the varsity’s decision
to confer an honorary doctorate
on Vairamuthu at the convocation
ceremony on Saturday, which was
scheduled to be attended by
Singh.

Two Hindu outfits opposed
the move and announced black
flag protests outside the
University at  suburban
Kattankulathur,

Hindu Makkal Katchi and the
Hindu Munnani announced the
protest, with the latter saying it
would stage the demonstration
against Singh also.
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NORTH
GREF equipment damaged
in Pak shelling: Residents

Jammu: Abarrackand aroller
belonging to the GREF were
damaged on Friday as
Pakistani troops resorted to
mortar shelling and small
arms fire at various places
along the LoC in Rajouri dis-
trict of the J&K. Defence min-
istry spokesperson Lt Colonel
Devender Anand said the fir-
ing and shelling began

around 115 pm in the
Sunderbani sector. Later,
around 6.30 pm, Pakistan
again initiated to mortar
shelling and small arms fir-
ing in Nowshera. While there
was no official word on dam-
age to any property, residents
said a number of shells fell
within the premises of the
GREF at Deeng village. ENS

Tourists at Jaipur’s Jantar Mantar observatory on

Friday. Rohit Jain Paras

EAST
Octogenarian mowed

down by busin Kolkata

Kolkata: An octogenarian
woman died after being run
over by aspeeding busin the
city on Friday, police said. The
incident took place at
Ranikuthi area when the vic-
tim, Chinu Kundu, was trying
to cross a road at around 8
am. The driver of the bus has
been detained, police said.
“The woman was already in

trying to cross to the other
side. She did not realise that
the bus was rushing in such
a speed and failed to walk
fast. We saw her mowed
down by the bus. It was ter-
rible,” an eyewitness said.
The woman was taken to a
nearby hospital, where she
was declared brought dead,
police said. A probe was on

the middle of the road and into the accident. PTI
WEST
2 collapse outside Sunburn
Festival venuein Goa

Panaji: Two youths from
Andhra Pradesh were de-
clared dead after they “col-
lapsed” outside the main
gate at the venue of Sunburn
Klassique here, police said on
Friday. The festivalisadance
music festival held in the
beach village of Vagator in
North Goa every year.
According to SP North Goa,
Utkrisht Prasoon, the de-

ceased were identified as Sai
Prasad and Venkat. “The two
collapsed before the entry
began outside the venue.
They were rushed to hospital
but were declared dead on
arrival. The post-mortem re-
port will confirm the exact
cause of death,” added
Prasoon. Police have regis-
tered the case of unnatural
deaths for now. ENS

SOUTH
Row over Jesus Christ statue

sponsored by Shivakumar

Bengaluru: Arow broke outin
Karnataka on Friday over sen-
ior Congress leader D K
Shivakumar sponsoring the
construction of a 114-foot
statue of Jesus Christ, with the
ruling BJP termingitas anap-
peasement policy and the
state government seeking a
report on the status of the
land earmarked for the proj-
ect. According to state

Revenue Minister R Ashoka,
the land purchased is not
owned by Shivakumar and it
isagovernment ‘gomala’land
(pasture land for community
use). The proposed 101-foot
statue atop a 13-foot pedestal
is coming up at Kapalibettain
Harobele village, a predomi-
nantly Chris-tian locality in
Kanakapura, Shivakumar’s
constituency. PTI

West Bengal govt
appoints Rajeev Kumar
as I'T dept principal secy

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,DECEMBER 27

THE WEST Bengal government
has appointed former Kolkata
Police Commissioner Rajeev
Kumar as the Principal Secretary
of the Information Technology
Department.

In an order issued on
Thursday, the IPS officer was
given the new posting, to which
IAS officers are normally ap-
pointed. Kumar was posted as
the Additional DG of State of CID.
With this new posting, Kumar
will replace Debasish Sen who
was holding additional charges
of the department as the addi-
tional Chief Secretary. Sen will
now be the CMD of the West
Bengal Housing Infrastructure
Development Corporation Ltd
(HIDCO) with additional charge
of Nabadiganta Industrial
Township Authority as its
chairman.

While many have been rais-

Rajeev
Kumar

ing eyebrows over Kumar’s new
appointment, some of the gov-
ernment officials claimed it was
not the the first time that an IPS
officer has been given posting
outside his cadre.

“Even earlier, an IPS officer
was posted as the Principal
Secretary Correctional
Administration. In Telengana,
many such posts are held by IPS
officers in several departments,
including Transport, Excise and
Drug Control. There are provi-
sions available under which
non-cadre posting is possible,”
said an IPS officer who did not
wish to be named.

Besides Kumar, four other of-
ficers —all IAS cadre — have been
given new posting under this no-
tification.

EXPRESS NETWORK |1

In new holiday list, Ladakh

Political faultlines at Ground
Zero of coal block in Birbhum

RAVIK BHATTACHARYA
DEUCHA (BIRBHUM),
DECEMBER 27

THERE IS no signboard or land-
mark in the Mohammed Bazar
area of Birbhum, about 200 km
from Kolkata, to indicate that it
is perched on what is estimated
to be the second largest coal
block in the world. What is obvi-
ous, though, is a palpable sense
of apprehension, hope and cau-
tion about the future - once work
starts on the block.

Around a fortnight ago, at a
business conclave in Digha, West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee said her government
will “start work within seven
days” in certain areas on the
Deocha Pachami Dewangunj-
Harinsingha coal block project.
She acknowledged that “thereis
some eviction problem” in other
sections. The local administra-
tion is now trying to sit together
with all stakeholders and sort
out issues.

However, with 784 families
in over 90 villages in the tribal-
dominated area identified for
displacement in the coming
years, the project has already led
to political battlelines being
drawn.

The state government made
the first tentative steps on the
project this year with a series of
announcements, and an initial
survey. And with a wary eye on
the Singur land agitation that
helped it topple the Left govern-
ment eight years ago, the ruling
TMC assured residents that due
process would be followed, in-
cluding resettlement and envi-
ronmental clearances.

But with the state polls com-
ing up next year, the Opposition
BJP has warned of protests if
“proper rehabilitation and jobs”
are not given.

A stone quarry in Bharkata gram panchayat, which falls in
the Deucha Pachami coal block zone in Birbhum. Partha Paul

On the ground, which is a
hub of stone-quarry units, local
groups are divided: one section,
including quarry owners, wants
its land to be spared, and the
other hopes the project will be
scrapped.

In 2010, the area saw clashes
between tribals and stone
quarry owners over rising pollu-
tion. With the conflict leaving
three dead and the quarry indus-
try shut for seven months, a
compromise was reached after
the intervention of then CM
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee.

This time, the administration
and tribal groups are cautious.
“The state government has made
apreliminary survey of the area.
That is all I can tell you,” said
Birbhum DM Moumita Godara.
Sources said the survey was con-
ducted by WBPDCL on house-
holds, families and land - the
government will have to acquire
9,000 acres in an area where the
population is 40 per cent tribal.

Outfits like Birbhum Adivasi
Unnayan Gaonta and Adivasi
Gaonta have already started
holding “small meetings” in
some of the villages that The
Indian Express visited in areas

such as Chanda, Dewangunj,
Hatgacha, Harisingha and
Nischintopur.

“We are not against the coal
block or any kind of industry. But
the government must consider
our plight. We will demand an
open cast mine since an under-
ground mine would lead toa wa-
ter crisis. The stone industry
should also be not disturbed be-
cause it employs thousands.
Many people do not have proper
land deeds, either. Everyone
must be provided proper reha-
bilitation, not just small houses,”
said Sukumar Saha, a non-tribal
member of the Adivasi Unnayan
Gaonta, in Habrapahari village.

However, other tribal leaders
are planning to launch an agita-
tion called ‘Jal Jangal and Jamin’.

“We will not allow the proj-
ect here. Past experience has
shown that the tribals end up
losing their land and livelihood
but also their identity. Even
when the stone industry came
up, tribals did not get any bene-
fit. There was no development,
only pollution,” said Sunil Soren,
secretary, Adivasi Gaonta.

There are over 1,000 stone
crushing units and 500 stone

Why project
isimportant
@ forBengal

EXPLAINED

THE BLOCK has an esti-
mated 2,102 million
tonnes of coal and is
spread across 9.7 km.
West bengal CM Mamata
Banerjee has said that
the project requires in-
vestment of Rs 12,000-
15,000 crore and would
supply coal for the next
100 years. The state has
also set up a committee
under the Chief Secretary
to monitor the project.

quarries or mines, whose own-
ers hold sway in the area, say res-
idents and officials.

“The government should not
touch our quarries or crushing
units. We employ thousands of
local youths, and they will all
lose their jobs. We have seen
what has happened in
Nandigram and Singur. The gov-
ernment should talk to us first,”
said Sartaj Mollah from Bharkata
village, who owns three mines
and a number of crushing units.

But quarry workers in the
area say all that they want is for
the government to communi-
cate. Says Saheb Murmu, who
earns Rs 300-400 per day from
breaking stones at Kendrapara
village: “There is fear about what
will happen. If the stone crush-
ing unit where I work is shut
down, willI get work at the mine
with the same pay? The govern-
ment should come forward and
tell us what they will do for us.
We are not against development
or the coal block.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Armed forces have utmost respect for
human rights laws, says Army chief

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 27

ARMY CHIEF General Bipin Rawat
on Friday said the armed forces
have utmost respect for laws re-
lated to human rights and they
notonly ensure protection of hu-
man rights of people of the coun-
try, but also of its adversaries.
He was addressing interns
and senior officers of the
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) on
“Preserving Human Rights in
Times of War and Prisoners of

War” at the Manav Adhikar
Bhawan here, officials said.

“The Indian armed forces are
much disciplined and have the
utmost respect for human rights
laws and international human
rights laws.

“The Indian armed forces not
only ensure protection of human
rights of our own people but also
of adversaries and deal with
Prisoners of War as per the
Geneva Conventions,” General
Rawat was quoted as saying.

The army chief's comments
came a day after he found him-
self in the midst of a massive row

2 held for ‘posing as
CBI chief, threatening
Income Tax officials’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 27

THE CBI has arrested two people
for allegedly posing as the
agency director and threatening
income-tax officials on behalf of
companies that are being probed
by tax authorities.

According to the FIR, the ac-
cused allegedly used simple
techniques to pose as CBI
Director R K Shukla. They saved
a mobile number as that of
Shukla and used phone software
to fake alandline number of the
agency.

The imposters were staying
at a four-star hotel in central
Delhi from where they were ar-
rested, officials said. “In a swift
operation, CBI arrested two con-
men posing as senior officers of
the agency. Searches were con-
ducted in this regard. Further in-
vestigating is on,” CBI spokesper-
son Nitin Wakankar said.

This is the second such case
intwo months. Another group of
imposters posing as CBI officers
threatened a Mumbai-based
businesswoman in October
about an ongoing inquiry against
her using a faked email address
of the CBL.

In the latest case, the CBI
booked Haridwar resident
Daksh Aggarwal and Puneet
Pareek, a resident of Silver Arch
apartments on Feroze Shah Road
here, for allegedly threatening
senior customs officials with a
CBI probe against them, the offi-
cials said. Pareek allegedly roped
in Aggarwal for the con job to get
I-T case details on the companies
under probe, sources said.

The accused allegedly
saved a mobile number
as that of CBI Director
R K Shukla and used
phone software to fake
alandline number of
the agency

According to the FIR, the
Central Board of Indirect Taxes
and Customs (Mumbai) s carry-
ing out an inquiry against three
companies, Nemani Steel Pvt Ltd,
Sunita Developers Pvt Ltd and
Great Town Trading Pvt Ltd. On
December 18, the investigating
officer of the case, GST
Superintendent Haresh Parecha,
received a call from a number
which popped up on a spam fil-
ter screen as that that of CBI
Director Shukla, it said. The caller
allegedly threatened Parecha that
the CBI had received a complaint
that he is blackmailing these
companies and demanded case
documents, it said. Parecha sent
acouple of Panchnama and other
documents through WhatsApp.

The suspect called the next day
from a landline number which is
a number of the CBI, the FIR said.
The CBIreceived information from
sources that the landline number
was faked by animposterandacall
was made to Rajesh Sanan,
Commissioner, CGST.

The CBIreceived information
that Pareek, on behalf of these
three companies, engaged
Aggarwal to threaten Parecha for
which he promised to pay him
Rs 301akh. Rs 2 lakh has already
been paid, it said.

after he publicly criticised peo-
ple leading protests against the
amended citizenship law, saying
leadership is not about guiding
masses to carry out arson and vi-
olence across the country.
Rawat in his address at the
NHRC event asserted that the
driving ethos of the armed forces
are “insaniyat’ and ‘sharafat’ (hu-
manity and decency)” and added
that “they are extremely secular”.
“The challenge is the chang-
ing warfare tactics with the ad-
vent of technology. Unlike the at-
tack by any armed forces, the
terror attacks remain unaccount-

able in international law. Hence,
counter-terrorism and anti-in-
surgency operations have to be
dealtinamanner of winning the
hearts of the people by identify-
ing and alienating the insurgents
among them without collateral
damage, which becomes very
challenging and difficult,” he said.

Referring to the Armed Force
Special Powers Act (AFSPA), the
Army chief said the Act gives “al-
most the same powers to the
Army, which are also exercised
by police and the CRPF” in con-
nection with search and inquiry
operations.
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drops Martyr’s Day,
Sheikh Abdullah birthday

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR, DECEMBER 27

TWO HOLIDAYS observed by the
erstwhile state of Jammu and
Kashmir do not figure in the hol-
iday list for year 2020 for the
Union Territory of Ladakh.

Earlier, July 13 was observed
as Martyrs’ Day, commemorat-
ing the deaths of 22 people killed
when the forces of Maharaja
Hari Singh opened fire on them
on this day in 1931. Meanwhile,
December 5 is the birth anniver-
sary of former J&K prime minis-
ter and chief minister Sheikh
Abdullah, who was also the
founder of the National
Conference.

However, neither finds place
in the new holiday list prepared

for the newly formed Union
Territory of Ladakh. An order
dated December 26, which was
issued by the General
Administration Department of
the UT of Ladakh, states that the
list has been prepared with the
order of Lt Governor of Ladakh.

When contacted, Rigzin
Samphel, Commissioner
Secretary, Ladakh, who signed
the order, refused comment.

The erstwhile state of Jammu
and Kashmir was bifurcated into
two Union Territories (Jammu
and Kashmir, and Ladakh) on
August 5, when government also
revoked the special status of
Jammu and Kashmir.

The UT of Jammu and
Kashmir is yet to make the list of
public holidays for the year 2020
public.

Mobile Internet restored in Kargil

Srinanar: Authorities in the
Union Territory of Ladakh on
Friday restored mobile internet
to the Kargil district. This is the
second time mobile internet has
been restored in Kargil since
August 5, when the Centre
scrapped the special status of
Jammu and Kashmir and and the
erstwhile state was bifurcated
into two Union territories. Leh,

however, has remained con-
nected throughout.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
Kargil Deputy Commissioner
Baseer-ul-Haq Choudhary said,
“We have restored full mobile in-
ternet services in Kargil. Earlier
too, we had restored it in the first
week of October, but we had to
shut it down again as a precau-
tionary measure.” ENS
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Ahimsa 2.0

Subcontinent is witnessing revival of non-violent
movements, to protect constitutional values

« FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

THOU SHALT

Shifting burden of proof on citizens, telling them that rights
are bounded but duties are not — this isn’t sabka vishwas

HE GOVERNMENT ASKS the people to believe it when it says that the new

Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA)is not discriminatory, that the unsettling

National Register of Citizens (NRC) process has nothing to do with the CAA

and the National Population Register is not a precursor to the NRC. But even
as the government asks for the trust of its citizens, it simultaneously makes clear that it
does not trust them. And that the onus of proving trustworthiness is, primarily, not on gov-
ernment, but on the people. This shifting of the burden of proof lies behind many of the
statements and assertions emanating from the top echelons of government in recent
days. In Lucknow this week, for instance, in a state which has seen the maximum num-
ber of incidents of brutal police action and the heaviest death toll during the anti-CAA
mobilisations, Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke only of the alleged damage to pub-
lic property by protesters. He exhorted those responsible for it to “ask themselves if their
path was right”. And described citizens as bearers not of rights, but duties — “kartavya”
and “dayitva” over “adhikar”. Rights are bounded and constrained, “Haq ki ek maryada
hai, ek dayra hai, seema hai”, he said, but duties are not, “lekin dayitva, kartavya ki bhavna
bahut vyapak hai”.

This change of emphasis, this inversion, is significant and consequential. With the
burden of accountability placed squarely on the shoulders of the citizen, it lets the gov-
ernment off the hook. While the citizen squirms in the spotlight, the government, quite
literally, gets away with it. For, it is the citizen who must be always on test, who must
prove herself constantly. If in the current moment, she is being asked not about her anx-
ieties and apprehensions about the government’s new law, but to account for the pur-
ported damage to public property instead, she has been similarly challenged to prove
good citizenship and patriotism in earlier times — by demonstrating she is not a hoarder
of black money (demonetisation), by despite-it-all compliance with tangled tax laws
(GST), or by showy solidarity with the Indian army, no questions asked (Balakot). The
National Register of Citizens process, which demands proof of belonging from citizens,
is a culmination of this larger paradigm shift.

As citizens scramble to make the cut, present documents, do their duty, the govern-
ment evades the questions on a deepening economic slowdown, on the dwindling of jobs,
on the rise of anxiety and waning of optimism, or on a law that violates the letter and spirit
of the Constitution by introducing religion as a criterion for citizenship. It was another
country and a different time, but the last regime that sought to talk up fundamental du-
ties over and above fundamental rights, was the one that inserted the former in the
Constitution as an attempt to subdue citizens and distract attention from its own attempts
to curb their rights and freedoms — the government of Indira Gandhi, during the Emergency.

UNCERTAIN STILL

Recently declared results of Afghan elections are
not the last word. There is more to come

RIME MINISTER NARENDRA Modi tweeted congratulations to President Ashraf

Ghani of Afghanistan for his election victory, but the Ministry of External

Affairs has rightly been more cautious. The recently declared results of the

September 28 Afghan elections are only preliminary, and there is a long way
yet to go for the final results. Ghani has polled over 50 per cent of the 1.86 votes counted,
but has crossed the half-way mark by an extremely thin margin of some 11,600 votes.
The results have been contested by his nearest rival Abdullah Abdullah, who polled 39.5
per cent of the votes and has questioned the validity of the counting. He wants 3,00,000
votes invalidated for various irregularities, including that at least a third of them seem to
have been cast after voting hours. Protests by his supporters stalled the counting for days,
one of the reasons for the delay in announcing this tentative result. The Independent
Election Complaints Commission will look into all the complaints, and it could be an-
other month by the time final results are declared. If it takes on board Abdullah’s demand
for invalidating a substantial number of votes, a second round run-off between the two
top candidates is not ruled out.

With the votes divided on ethnic lines — the Pashtun south seems to have voted with
Ghani and the non-Pashtun north with Abdullah — the stability of any new government
will need the co-operation of all political actors, especially as they all have to deal eventu-
ally with a force that has been inimical to the election process and the idea of a democratic
Afghanistan. Even as it engaged in talks with the US for the withdrawal of American troops,
the Taliban carried out violent attacks in the run-up to the election. The fear of bombings
and violence on election day had animpact on the turn-out, the lowest for any election, post
9/11,and in many areas under Taliban control, polling stations could not open. The recently
resumed US peace talks with the Taliban, after they were called off abruptly by President
Donald Trump just ahead of the election, bring more uncertainty into the mix.

But with weeks to go, if not months, before the tortuously slow election process comes
up with the final results, it would be no surprise either if the US announces that it has
reached an agreement with the Taliban — the two sides were close at the time of Trump’s
cancellation — even before a government has taken office in Kabul. At this point, it is dif-
ficult to be optimistic about Afghanistan.

UPr AND AWAY

The Mig-27 flies into the sunset, bringing
a bitter-sweet career to an end

CHAPTER IN the history of the Indian Air Force (IAF) came to an end with

the last of the Mig-27 fighter aircraft flying into the sunset at Jodhpur on

Friday, 35 years after they were first inducted. Not only will it be the last of

the Mig-27s, it will also be one of the last aircraft from the Mig family of
fighter jets with the IAF. The first Mig, which stands for the tongue twisting Mikoyan-
Gurevich, came from the erstwhile Soviet Union, in the aftermath of the 1962 Chinese
debacle — selected over competing aircraft offered by the United States — and soon to be
made in India.

The Migs went on to be the major warhorse of the IAF, serving with aplomb in the
1965 and 1971 wars against Pakistan, and the Mig-27 particularly rendered yeoman serv-
ice during the Kargil conflict, where it flew under strict operating limitations imposed
by the political leadership. Its performance surprised the Pakistanis, but it perhaps equally
surprised the IAF which had worried about the moniker of “flying coffins” attached to
Mig aircraft after multiple crashes. The Migs again proved their mettle in the short aer-
ial combat after the Balakot strike, where the IAF claimed that Wing Commander
Abhinandan had shot down a Pakistani F-16 even though he was himself shot down and
taken captive in the bargain.

The Mig-27 will go but no obituaries will be written for it, as it leaves the IAF with a
severe shortage of fighter jets in its fleet. Authorised 42 squadrons, it has two-thirds that
number in its kitty. If India faces a military crisis in the near future, along with “God and
the soldier we adore”, the much maligned Mig-27 aircraft will be remembered as well.

CHRISTOPHE JAFFRELOT

WEDON'TKNOW if India invented non-vio-
lent civil disobedience — sometimes, mistak-
enly referred to as passive resistance. But India
is certainly the first country where this form
of protest was practised on a large scale under
the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, who as-
cribed it to the Hindu/Jain notion of ahimsa.
Exactly a hundred years ago, the Non-
Cooperation Movement to protest the
Jallianwala Bagh massacre set the tone for the
satyagrahas that marked the freedom move-
ment. This method of protest became the
hallmark of several movements against op-
pression in post-independent India. The JP
Movement, which precipitated the declara-
tion of Emergency in 1975, is a case in point.

Today, the Subcontinent is returning to
this peaceful mode of popular protest. In
Pakistan, the Pashtuns have reactivated the
legacy of Abdul Ghaffar Khan, also called
Bacha Khan and Frontier Gandhi because his
stronghold was located in the North West
Frontier Province. The Pashtun Tahafuz
Movement (Pashtun Protection Movement
or PTM), formed after Nageebullah Mehsud
— originally from Waziristan — was killed in
a police encounter in Karachi on January 13,
2018, draws inspiration from Frontier
Gandhi’s movement. The extra-judicial
killing has led to rallies in support of the hu-
man rights of Pashtuns. But these sponta-
neous protests have also been precipitated
by other problems that the Pashtuns in the
former Federally Administered Tribal Areas
(FATA) are facing. The merger of FATA with
the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province hasn’t
mitigated the area’s problems, including that
of the landmines left behind by the Taliban.
The peaceful protests by PTM followers have
been met by repression. The army and para-
military forces have allegedly forced dissent-
ing voices to “disappear” (hence the “missing
persons syndrome”); they have also killed
dozens of peaceful demonstrators. Even
then, the PTM has been steadfast about
protesting in a non-violent manner.

This is also the attitude of most of the
Indian demonstrators who have marched
against the Citizenship Amendment Act and
the National Register of Citizens which they

As Gandhi used to say, non-
violence is not for the
coward. It demands a lot of
physical courage — a resolve
that may weaken gradually
in the face of incessant
repression. If ahimsa took
India to freedom and helped
Nelson Mandela defeat
apartheid, it failed in China
where the Dalai Lama could
not stop Beijing from
repressing Tibetans and
annihilating their culture.
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WORDLY WISE
WE ARE HAVING THIS LIBERTY IN ORDER TO

REFORM OUR SOCIAL SYSTEM.
— B R AMBEDKAR

consider as unconstitutional. This non-vio-
lent movement has been subjected to in-
tense repression. More than 24 people have
been killed so far, most of them in BJP-ruled
Uttar Pradesh. The violence by police in the
BJP-ruled states against students on univer-
sity campuses or against peaceful demon-
strators has been recorded on videos made
on mobile phones — so has the alleged de-
struction of private properties, including cars,
by the custodians of law. This is the era of
Ahimsa 2.0, where social media makes itim-
possible for the state to escape testimonies
of committed eyewitnesses, even when
there is an internet shutdown. Something
similar is happening in the case of the
protests by the Pashtuns — those who want
to know what is happening do remain in-
formed, irrespective of how the mainstream
media engages with the protests.

In Pakistan, PTM leaders have been pre-
sented as traitors working for foreign powers.
And, inIndia, several TV channels have char-
acterised non-violent demonstrators as
hooligans by repeatedly screening a select
number of incidents.

The first challenge that a non-violent
protest faces, always, is to remain non-vio-
lent in the face of repression and activities
of agents provocateurs. Mahatma Gandhi
suspended the Non Cooperation Movement
in 1922 after Chauri Chaura for that reason.
The second challenge pertains to the sustain-
ability of such a movement. As Gandhi used
to say, non-violence is not for the coward. It
demands a lot of physical courage — aresolve
that may weaken gradually in the face of in-
cessant repression. If ahimsa took India to
freedom and helped Nelson Mandela defeat
apartheid, it failed in China where the Dalai
Lama could not stop Beijing from repressing
Tibetans and annihilating their culture. Non-
violence can work only when states and so-
cieties are amenable to moral pressure and
likely to develop feelings of guilt. It is bound
to fail when the rulers and/or the majorities
that support them dehumanise the protes-
tors — whether they are ethnic groups, reli-
gious communities or political movements.

If moral pressures are a key factor, exter-

WARS AND PFACE

nal pressures can also play arole. Sustained
international sanctions also played a role in
South Africa turning its back on Apartheid.
Peaceful demonstrators cannot expect much
from the West today. State sovereignty has
staged a comeback after the fiasco of foreign
interventions in Afghanistan, Iraq and Libya.
More importantly, Western governments do
not dare to interfere with domestic politics
in the name of human rights, especially
when they are doing business with a big
country or when they look at it as a poten-
tial partner to balance China — India being a
case in point.

For a peaceful protest to bear fruit, the ju-
diciary can probably offer some hope pro-
vided itis independent enough. For divided
societies in the Subcontinent, relying on the
supreme courts of their countries is often the
last resort. On February 11,2019, the leader of
the PTM, Manzoor Ahmad Pashteen wrote
in a New York Times oped, ‘The Military Says
Pashtuns Are Traitors. We Just Want Our
Rights’: “We are not seeking a violent revolu-
tion, but we are determined to push Pakistan
back towards a constitutional order.”

The Indian peaceful demonstrators are
also asking the government to respect the
Constitution, whose preamble they recite at
the gatherings. The ball is in the court of the
judiciary: In the case of the CAA, NRC and
Article 370 and the transformation of the
state of Jammu and Kashmir into a Union
Territory. In Pakistan, the judiciary is back to
the judicial activism of 2007-08, as evident
from the recent verdict that sentenced
General Pervez Musharraf to death and the
supreme court’s judgment asking parlia-
ment to pass a law codifying the procedure
through which the Chief of Army Staff can
benefit from an extension. India’s Supreme
Court has, in the past, practised a strong form
of judicial activism and endeavoured to pro-
tect the checks and balances essential to a
democratic order.

The writer is senior research fellow at
CERI-Sciences Po/CNRS, Paris, and Professor
of Indian Politics and Sociology at King’s
India Institute, London

Imran Khan makes distinction between ‘our’ wars and ‘theirs’. All have taken high toll

KHALED AHMED

ON NOVEMBER 14, Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan talked about the unwisdom of
“fighting others’ wars” — instead of, presum-
ably, Pakistan’s own wars. He said that
“Pakistan would no more join any alliance
for any other country’s war” but “rather play
the role of a bridge-builder”. PM Khan re-
ferred to the Afghan jihad of the 1980s and
the American “war on terror” following the
9/11 crisis. He regretted that the “foreign
funding” that flowed into Pakistan’s coffers in
return for fighting these wars was nothing
compared to the cost paid by the country.

Khan is right in saying that no state that
is serious about its developmental targets
should ever think of war — this requires lim-
itless realism and rejection of nationalism
and its adjuncts of pride and conquest. But
the truth is that Pakistan has fought certain
wars as an “aligned” state when it was indire
need of financial help. It has also fought wars
that its allies in the West didn’t like. Yet, it
failed to avoid the kind of fallout that Khan
wishes to avoid. The question is which wars
were more damaging for Pakistan.

The practical truth is that when Pakistan
fought “others” wars, it got some money for
the material and spiritual damages it suf-
fered but when it fought its own wars it did-
n't get any money. Moreover, it never really
recovered from the damage suffered during
these wars. Khan opposes Pakistan’s deci-
sion to take part in the post-9/11 war in
Afghanistan in 2011 which took place under
a Chapter 7 resolution of the UN Security

The ironies springing from
Pakistan’s ‘own wars’ are
hard to stomach as we blame
‘other states’ for what
happened even in this case.
The common denominator
in the military defeats
suffered by Pakistan is
dominance of the country’s
army and a succession of
martial laws. This
dominance continues and
PM Khan will have to
rethink his wisdom about
wars in 2019.

Council on which India, like the rest of the
world, had consented to become an ally.

An “international army” of “terrorists”
was prepared with American and Saudi
funds, and Pakistan, in Khan’s words,
“trained” this army in terrorism. The irony
is that when Pakistan finally turned on its
own terrorist outfit called Taliban, Khan
and his party sided with this outfit. Khan
was “chosen” by this group as its “vakil” (le-
gal representative). At that time, Pakistan
was getting out of a “war of others” by get-
ting rid of the Taliban, but that wasn’t palat-
able to Khan.

Then there were wars fought by Pakistan
as “Pakistan’s own wars” with disastrous re-
sults and no international support. It fought
the 1965 war against India based on its
“moral” stance on Kashmir. It used the
weapons it had got from the Western allies
for fighting the Soviet Union and thus lost in-
ternational support. There is no evidence that
this “national” war against India gave
Pakistan any advantage inits internal devel-
opment. There is, however, evidence that the
1965 war actually sowed the seeds of dis-
agreement between its two wings leading,
in 1971, to the fall of East Pakistan and the
creation of Bangladesh.

The ironies springing from Pakistan’s
“ownwars” are hard to stomach as we blame
“other states” for what happened evenin this
case. The common denominator in the mil-
itary defeats suffered by Pakistan is domi-
nance of the country’s army and a succes-

sion of martial laws. This dominance contin-
ues and PM Khan will have to rethink his wis-
dom about wars in 2019.

The last war which Pakistan fought as its
ownwar, and not “for American money”, was
the Kargil war of 1999. It suffered a defeat
more humiliating than the 1971 war. Butin-
stead of stock-taking, this “national war”
strengthened the very elements who had
undertaken this stupid misadventure. Its
planner-executioner, then Army chief
General Pervez Musharraf, staged a coup
against the democratically elected govern-
ment of Nawaz Sharif, grabbing the reins of
power for nearly a decade. An already crip-
pled economy, struggling under the weight
of sanctions imposed by the US after the pre-
vious year’s nuclear tests, had to cough up $2
billion for the botched war. And, in the eyes
of the world, Pakistan was now a danger-
ously unstable state led by military officers
with little or no accountability.

In conclusion, fighting any war in this day
and age is disastrous for the state but fighting
others’ wars still comes out better than fight-
ing the “patriotic” ones. PM Khan has,
though, turned a new leaf by calling out to
India to start cross-border trade and embark
ona “normalisation” of relations. This means
eschewing all kinds of wars — even though
fighting “others’ wars” still looks a bit more

~

attractive than Pakistan’s “own wars”.

The writer is consulting editor,
Newsweek Pakistan

DECEMBER 21,1979, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

Coupr IN KABUL

AFGHANISTAN PRESIDENT HAFIZULLAH
Amin was overthrown in a coup by Babrek
Karmel, a former prime minister, Kabul Radio
reported. The coup came as Soviet troops and
equipment poured into the country to aid in
an offensive against anti-communist rebels
by the government, now reportedly over-
thrown. There was no word on Karmel’s po-
sition on Soviet-Afghanistan relations. The
Iranian news agency, Pars, said Karmel an-
nounced he had taken power in a broadcast.
In his message, Karmel promised “demo-
cratic freedoms for all the masses, the release
of all political prisoners, and the creation of
jobs for the unemployed.” A curfew until

dawn was ordered and people urged to stay
indoors. BBC, quoting sources in Washington,
said street fighting was underway in Kabul
between government forces and insurgents.
US officials said reports from Kabul indicated
“some involvement of Soviet military per-
sonnel” in street fighting in the capital. These
officials said they did not yet have “solid in-
formation” but Soviet military personnel
were reported to be moving about the city.

SOVIET-IRAN TIES

THE SOVIET UNION has assured the Iranian
ambassador in Moscow, Mohammed Mokri,
that it “will not remain idle” if the US at-
tempts “armed aggression” against Iran. This

statement has been accompanied according
tointelligence reports by Soviet troop move-
ment in the area.

R10TS IN HYDERABAD
OVER 15 BUSINESS and residential premises
and a place of worship were set on fire in a
fresh outbreak of communal violence in the
old city area of Hyderabad. At least 20 per-
sons were injured. The trouble was sparked
off by a clash between workers of the Majlis
Ittehad-ul-Muslimeen and the Janata Party.
Police lobbed teargas shells to disperse a
stone-throwing mob of about 1,000 persons.
Thirty persons have so far been arrested and
29 cases of arson and looting registered.
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The difficulty of being honest

The honest go on, driven by an inner force that borders on recklessness. A society that creates hurdles to
exhaust the honest or wound them, paves the path for its own perdition

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

Devilry has always made for better box office than doing the right thing.
Rebellion, especially against divine goodness, requires an unusual and
compelling level of intellectual vigour and vim. — THEGUARDIAN

Legality is
not enough

Evenif alaw passesthelegal test,it may still be
repressive, caninstil fear incommunities

India. They certainly are not refugees, since
arefugee is one who seeks refuge and thus
claims protection. One wonders how the BJP,
and thattooin 2019, came to the conclusion
that all non-Muslims namely Hindus, Sikhs,
Christians, Buddhists, Jains and Parsis were
all persecuted when they illegally entered
India. For Amit Shah to say that this was a
part of the BJP’s commitment in the 2014
manifestoisalie. Apart fromafleeting refer-
ence to welcoming Hindus, persecuted
around the world, to seek refuge in India, be-
ing their natural home, the manifesto
nowhere refers to persecuted non-Muslims
as claimed. It only referred to the demands
of refugees from Pakistan Occupied Kashmir
(POK).The word “ refugee” is not mentioned
anywhere else.

With reference to the Northeast, the
manifesto refers to illegal immigrants (not
“refugees”) impacting local people’s liveli-
hood and employment. In the 2019 election
manifesto, the BJP mentioned the problem
of illegal immigration (not “refugees”)in the
Northeast and committed to address that
problem by initiating a National Register of
Citizens (NRC) in Assam, to be expanded in
phases to the rest of India. In it, the BJP also
committed to enact a Citizenship
Amendment Bill for the protection of indi-
viduals of religious minority communities
from neighbouring countries escaping per-
secution and to also clear the apprehensions
of those living in Assam who had agitated
against all (whether “Hindu or Muslim”) il-
legal migrants’ entry into the state which
threatened to destabilise their socio-cultural

ASHOK LAVASA
KAPIL SIBAL

“HONESTY IS THE best policy” was a
favourite topic of debates in school. Itis an-
other matter that both sides — for and
against — ended up supporting the motion;
the only point of difference being whether
honesty was its own reward or it came with
an avoidable cost.

One could wonder at the wisdom in this
dictum. A policy by definition is something
thatis adopted after weighing the pros and
cons of various alternatives. It is defined as
“away of behaving that you think is best in
a particular situation”, or as “prudent or ex-
pedient conduct or action”. In either case, it
is a well-considered approach, not merely
the ingrained response of an individual
based on inherent values.

Is honesty to be understood as a prag-
matic way of dealing with situations or is it
simply an ethical response to any given sit-
uation influenced by an individual’s char-
acter? When an individual is faced with a
dilemma of making a choice, he either re-
sponds instinctively or makes a well-rea-
soned decision. For instance, an auto driver
finding a passenger’s purse in his vehicle,
may decide to look for the passenger, de-
posit the purse in a police station, or report
the matter to his owner. As long as he does-

[AM BOTH saddened and concerned about
the public discourse that we witness on tel-
evision channels over the Citizenship
Amendment Act, 2019.

Bhakts contend that since Parliament
has cleared the legislation, those opposing
it should await the outcome of the challenge
in the court or come to power in 2024 to
undoit, asif peaceful protests are not part of
our constitutional vocabulary. History has
witnessed, often enough, the tyranny of the
majority. The minority is seldom oppres-
sive. Majoritarian diktats can never be legit-
imised by the passage of bills in Parliament.
These thoughtless denizens should know
that courts have often delegitimised legis-
lation by striking them down. Also, courts
have on occasion erred in upholding laws
that are unconstitutional. Remember, the
right to protest peacefully is a fundamental
right. No argument, no court, no majority
candiminishit.

Bhakts then contend that this was part
of the BJP’'s manifesto, and having won by a
bigger margin in 2019, the legislation is no
more than honouring its commitment to the

CR Sasikumar

n’t keep the money with him, he may have
acted honestly. His honest act may or may
not be rewarded, but he has chosen to ex-
change the pleasure of pocketing the money
with the comfort of his conscience.

That, however, is a simplistic example.
Honesty as a policy always comes with a
price. It demands a premium like an insur-
ance policy, although it might appear not to
command a premium or provide any insur-
ance. The path of honesty, like dharma, is
straight yet seldom simple. It often turns out
to be tortuous, consumes more energy,
sometimes even damaging the vehicle be-
cause of unfavourable road conditions. The
honest, however, go on regardless, perhaps
driven by an inner force that borders on
recklessness. A society that creates hurdles
which exhaust the honest or wound them
paves the path for its own perdition.

At the same time, should honesty be an
obsession? Should it drive itself so hard that
nothing survives save itself? No system
would benefit by such a compulsive pursuit
of a sacrosanct principle that believes in pre-
serving itself regardless of the outcome of
the task at hand. No system can be produc-
tive if itis obsessed with defining the idea of
honesty narrowly and subjecting everyone
toa hidebound, arbitrary ideal. The outcome
of such a narrow approach would be a soci-
ety of persons with their chastity belts
seemingly intact but with little else to show.

Honesty is not a fetish to be preserved
and worshipped without being practised. It
is like keeping a toilet clean without usingit.
Toilets are meant to be used; if kept clean
they will be used more.

The honest, one could say, are those who
are honest to their job and achieve the de-
sired result by adopting honest means, be-
ing neither unduly swayed by the pressure
to perform at all costs nor weighed down
by passive principles that shackle perform-
ance. For example, in the case of a civil ser-
vant, accommodating popular expectations
is not necessarily an act of dishonesty; suc-

PRIYANKA DEO

READ IN ITS entirety, the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA) answers each and
every false narrative thatis currently spark-
ing violence across the country. In simple
terms, the CAA will help thousands of reli-
giously persecuted immigrants, hailing
from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh,
who are currently seeking refuge in India.
To the question of why Muslims are not in-
cluded — they are not a religious minority in
any of these three countries. Those eligible
will now become citizens of India with
rights and will lead a better quality of life.
The CAA clearly articulates that no Indian
citizen, irrespective of his religion, needs to
worry. In fact, it is against the law to exclude
a person for being a follower of any religion.

That being said, let’s talk about the
National Register of Citizens (NRC). Itis not
about religion at all. Further, the NRC does
not exclude transgender, atheist, Adivasis,
Dalits, women and those without land with
and/or without documents. The rules for a
countrywide NRC have not yet being made.
But in all probability, going by PIB FAQS, a
person will only need show the date and
place of birth as per any official document.
And, there are a plethora of ways to do this,

cumbing to the pressure of the present is.

If a public servant decides to accommo-
date the genuine concerns of an individual
without compromising public interest, it
cannot be termed a dishonest act.
Interventions to resolve such individual dif-
ficulties cannot be treated as favours to in-
dividuals. Discretion at senior level becomes
necessary because sometimes people find
it impossible to wade through the mire of
regulations and deal with the cussedness of
the system that disregards the peculiarities
of an individual situation. Obsession with
the appearance of non-discretionary appli-
cation of rules would create an army of in-
ert bureaucrats who would delight more in
the preservation of rules than finding solu-
tions to problems.

The Prevention of Corruption Act is
meant to be a deterrent against exercising
judgement with malafide intent; if it throt-
tles individual initiative taken in right
earnest, bureaucrats would be more ser-
vants and less civil. Civil servants have to
solve problems without being shackled by
the fear that their discretion in resolving a
difficulty could be regarded as acts of undue
benevolence. If their ability to resolve prob-
lems is curbed by such a shining armour
around them, civil servants may end up as
an unscathed army of defeated warriors.

The essential characteristic of an honest
personis that he or she is truthful. His action
is based on an inner voice that guides him to
make a distinction between what is right and
what is wrong, generally influenced by the
prevailing law, his moorings and morality.
There is seldom a conscious risk analysis of
consequences. Therein lies the difficulty of
being good. Some would call it foolhardiness,
bravado or tactlessness; tact being the
“kawach” of successful civil servants.

There is a price for honesty as for every-
thing else in life. Being prepared to pay that
price, directly or by way of collateral dam-
age, is part of the honest act. The price de-
pends on who bears the brunt of honest ac-

The Prevention of
Corruption Act is meant to
be a deterrent against
exercising judgment with
mala fide intent; if it throttles
individual initiative taken in
right earnest, bureaucrats
would be more servants and
less civil. Civil servants have
to solve problems without
being shackled by the fear
that their discretion in
resolving a difficulty could
be regarded an act of undue
benevolence. If their ability
to resolve problems is curbed
by such a shining armour
around them, civil servants
may end up as an unscathed
army of defeated warriors.

tion. The sermon is that honesty is its own
reward and it is recognised in the long run.
In the real world, “the long run” could be
unpredictably long. A quiet and prolonged
grind could follow the fleeting drone of fee-
ble praise. It is naive to expect those that
have been opposed by the honest to meekly
accept the ascendance of the meek. They
strike back and the price for the honest
could be in the form of lonely suffering,
even noticeable isolation. The honest could
be shunned by friends and foe alike. It is an
interesting interplay between those who
dread the fearlessness of the honest and
those that fear the generally dreaded.

It would be mawkish to think that those
who do not stand by the honest are dishon-
est. People are generally good; they are also
generally timid. Fear cannot always be as-
sociated with evil, just as fearlessness can-
not be always associated with good. The ab-
sence of fear gives courage. Without
courage honesty is a pathetic virtue.

The honest may not be physically strong
or powerful; they have courage and that
courage is their strength. Those that do not
stand by them in that hour of grief, need or
isolation, might not be courageous. They
are like spectators who rise to applaud af-
ter the drama. Even if they empathise with
the actor, they don’t take part in the play.
They may watch the protagonist suffer,
even shed a tear at his plight, offer a silent
prayer in his favour and wait for the de-
nouement before they laud his part. They
are either happy at the outcome or rue the
tragedy. After all, what is drama if there are
no silent spectators? They face the dilemma
of “to be or not to be”. As far as the protag-
onist is concerned, however lowly or
mighty he might be, he is convinced that
his honest deed, whether instinctive or a
conditioned response of his character, is the
best policy after all.

The writeris amember of the
Election Commission of India

The intolerance of liberals

CAA, NRC need to be debated objectively

including, passport, Aadhaar card, driving
license, insurance papers, birth certificate,
land or house papers, documents issued by
public authorities and even the school leav-
ing certificate. Additionally, if a personis il-
literate and does not have documents, they
can bring witnesses, or any proof that
would help. This would then be considered
under due process. To add to that, one does
not have to prove one’s ancestry dating to
or before 1971. This was only for the Assam
NRC, mandated by the Assam Accord. The
NRC procedure for the rest of the country is
entirely different and can be read under The
Citizen Rules, 2003.

Why am [ writing this? I recently inter-
viewed an entrepreneur from Assam who ex-
pressed her support for the CAA.Ishared this
onmy Facebook account and was bashed for
it by my fellow Harvard alumnus. What
shocked me was that the attacks were nei-
ther objective nor based on the content of the
interview. The attacks were nasty and per-
sonal. Keep in mind that these are people I
have shared laughs with, spent time with, and
respected. I was taken completely off-guard.
I was called “a disgrace” by one of them.
Another threatened to “take (me) down from

all Harvard networks and groups”. For what?
For interviewing a person who did not share
their opinion? For expressing a viewpoint
that did not match theirs?

[ tried to explain the text of the Act, and
answered their subjective claims objectively.
Ialso repeatedly implored them to argue ob-
jectively, rather than personally — toread the
text of the Act and factually point out why
they disagreed. What was the reply? Well,
let’s just say that it started out with language
thatis unsuitable for a public forum. As these
are private citizens, and peers of mine, [ will
not expose their identity. While I could have
responded back, I refused to do so. Despite
their insults, I still regard them as respected
alumnus of my alma mater. WhenIdo meet
them at school gatherings, I will be cordial
and will simply agree to disagree.

However, the problem with liberals is
that this basic courtesy of conduct is not re-
ciprocated. My Harvard experience taught
me to present factually, listen and consider
the other side, even though I may not agree
with them. If I cannot have an objective de-
bate with my peers, then how can I expect
it from any other liberal?

This is precisely why liberals are losing

ground inIndia. They fail to listen to the other
side and do not even consider a viewpoint
other than their own. The liberal stance is “my
way or the highway”. And, this to me, is detri-
mental to democratic India. Intelligent people
who are bound to have different viewpoints.
But, one can never innovate, build, develop,
discuss and arrive at the best solution with-
out considering all viewpoints.

The liberals do not do adopt such an at-
titude. And, it is sad that this very attitude
has resulted in misinformation and fake
narratives on CAA and NRC which are cur-
rently causing physical injury, death, dam-
age and ill feelings across the country. I find
itironic that the people responsible for this
unnecessary violence identify themselves
as “liberals”, when actually, it is the open-
minded, so called non-liberals, who tolerate
their drivel, and focus on putting factual
content out there to stop the violence.

Let us debate objectively. Let the facts pre-
vail. Let us not pit rhetoric against facts and ex-
pect rhetoric to win. The people of India, [ am
sure, will be on the side of facts.

The writer is an executive producer and
anchor at New India Junction

people. Again, the argument is a non-starter.
A commitment cannot be clothed with le-
gality merely because a majoritarian gov-
ernment got it passed in Parliament. Even if
the law passes the test of legality, it may still
be repressive, caninstil fear and target com-
munities. Remember, Section 377 of the
Indian Penal Code was good law, and yet tar-
geted communities. Even thoughithas been
struck down, the community is still targeted.
Legality on most occasions is divorced from
reality. Discrimination is an ugly word. The
Constitution abhors it, yet people both em-
brace and encourage it.

Apolitical party which has a discrimina-
tory, divisive agenda cannot occupy the high
moral ground because it won an election by
including a divisive agenda in its manifesto.

The mostill-conceived argument is that
both the law and its makers are being un-
duly vilified. They only seek to clear the way
for members of certain persecuted commu-
nities, including Hindus, to be conferred the
status of citizens, even if they have illegally
entered India from Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan. The assumptionis that they il-
legally entered India because they were per-
secuted in these Islamic countries whereas
Muslims who entered India without papers
were mere illegal migrants.

There are serious fallacies in this argu-
ment. First, one wonders how the govern-
ment knows of the individual intentions of
all non-Muslim illegal immigrants. Two,
none of them have claimed at the time that
they entered India illegally that they were
being persecuted. Nor have they made any
such claim thereafter to any authority in

identity. There was no mention of limiting
this exercise to Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan. In 2014, and prior thereto, the
BJP never mentioned “persecution” of other
religious minorities in the neighbourhood,
with reference to the Northeast or to the rest
of India, except for refugees from POK. How
then did the BJP suddenly wake up to this
problem only in 2019?

The answer perhaps lies in the fact that
lakhs of Hindus were excluded from the
NRCin Assam. An attempt was made, firstin
the Supreme Court, to reject the exercise
and carry out a review. That did not work.
For the BJP, to allow such exclusion of
Hindus to continue, would have been polit-
ically suicidal. The only way out was to ini-
tiate the CAB to declare all illegal immi-
grants, other than Muslims, as having been
persecuted in the three named Islamic
countries through a legislative presump-
tion. If this is allowed, the next stepisan NRC
exercise in the rest of the country designed
to deny all Muslims with no documents the
status of citizens. Others who also have no
papers will be presumed to have been per-
secuted, and will therefore be granted the
status of citizens.

This demonic political agenda must not
succeed.If it does, our body politic will have
been amputated and our Republic scarred.
Those rejected will lose their homeland, and
we, our brothers and sisters. A partition of
exclusion is in the offing. If it happens, the
outcome is anybody’s guess.

The writer, a senior Congress leader; is a
former Union minister

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

EXAMPLE SPURNED

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A more pro-
gressive act’ (IE, December 27). The
now-lapsed RTI law of Jammu and
Kashmir should have been an example
for the rest of the country. Providing in-
formation under RTI should be seen as
partof the Right to Know under Article
19.Instead, the RTI has been systemat-
ically chipped away by successive gov-
ernments.

Akash Mishra via e-mail

ARMY AND POLITICS

THIS REFERS TO the editorials, ‘Towards
jointness’ (IE, December 26) and
‘Crossing a line’ (IE, December 27). The
army chief has issued a political state-
ment and the army is not immune to
political influences. Will an head of the
combined services stop this? Today, a
former Army chief is a Union minister.
There must be a five-year cooling pe-
riod before a high-ranked armed forces
personnel can join politics.

Suchak D Patel, Ahmedabad

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Crossing
aline’(IE, December 27).It criticises the
army chief for advising the leaders of
protesters, particularly university and
college students, against indulging in
violence. But the army chief did not
question their right to protest, he did
not cast aspersions on their cause. As
the head of an organisation in which
discipline is supreme he was well
within his right to counsel restraint.
Violent protests cross the limits of
democracy and at times, the army is re-
quired to step in. General Bipin Rawat’s
words should be seen from a broader

LETTER OF
THE WEEK

TIGER DOES WELL

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘The right count’ (IE, December
26). It's heartening that India’s
wild tiger population has in-
creased by more than 30 per
cent in four years. But there are
worrying signs of tigers not able
todisperse outside the protected
areas. Tigers are extremely ter-
ritorial and its range could
sometimes be as large as 200 sq
km, so they need quite a bit of
space. If we want the country’s
tiger numbers to be stable, the
tigers would need to disperse.
Habitats are increasingly being
encroached upon by develop-
mental projects

Vandana, Chandigarh

perspective of democracy.

Y G Chouksey, Pune

CLEAR THE AIR

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The perils of
misinformation’ (IE, December 27).
Union minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
has criticised the opposition parties
spreading misinformation about the
NRC. However, home minister, Amit
Shah, has stated several times, both in-
side and outside Parliament, that there
will be a nationwide NRC. Who is right?

Sanwar Nath Siddh, Churu
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20YEARS OF PUTININRUSSIA;
KEY MILESTONES DURING HIS RULE

Putin has been PM or President since 1999. Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP

VLADIMIR PUTIN has beenin office as ei-
ther President or Prime Minister of Russia
for two decades now. He was named act-
ing President on December 31, 1999, after
having been appointed acting Prime
Minister earlier that year. Some of the
highlights of Putin’s 20 years in power:

1999: Initiation

August 9: During an economic Crisis,
President Boris Yeltsin names Putin, then
little-known security chief, as his acting
prime minister (the fifth in less than a
year). Yeltsin says he wants Putin to suc-
ceed him as President. In the following
weeks, bombings across Russia kill more
than 300 people, and Putin responds
with a crackdown that includes aerial
bombing of parts of Chechnya — although
critics question if Chechen militants were
really behind the bombings in Russia.

December 31: Yeltsin resigns, names
Putin acting President.

2000-04: First term

March 26, 2000: Putin wins his first
presidential election.

August 12: Nuclear-powered subma-
rine sinks in the Barents Sea after an ex-
plosion on board, killing all 118 crew after
an explosion. President Putin’s image suf-
fers after he comments on the crisis only
after four days.

2002: Chechen militants take more
than 800 people hostage at a Moscow
theatre. Special forces end the siege, but
use a poison gas in the process, which
kills many of the hostages.

2004-08: Second term

March 2004: Putin wins second term
as President with more than 70% of the
vote after oil prices fuel aconsumer boom
and raise living standards, a trend that
continues for another four years.

September: Islamist fighters seize
more than 1,000 people in a school in
southern Russia. A total of 334 hostages
are killed, more than half of them chil-
dren. Some parents say the authorities
botched the handling of the siege and
blame Putin.

December: Putin scraps direct elec-
tions for regional governors, effectively
making them Kremlin appointees.

2005: President Putin describes the
1991 collapse of the Soviet Union as the
“greatest geopolitical catastrophe” of the
20th century.

2006: Investigative journalist Anna
Politkovskaya, a critic of human rights
abuses in Chechnya, is murdered in
Moscow. Kremlin critic Alexander
Litvinenko dies in London that same year
after being poisoned with a radioactive
substance. A British inquiry years later con-
cludes that he was killed by Russian agents.

2007: Putin gives a speech in Munich
in which he lashes out at the United
States, accusing Washington of the “al-
most uncontained hyper use of force in
international relations”.

2008-12: PM & President

May 2008: Because of constitutional
limits on serving more than two consec-
utive presidential terms, Putin becomes
Prime Minister instead. His ally, Dmitry
Medvedev, becomes President.

August 2008: Russia fights and wins
a short war with Georgia.

2012: Putinreturns to the presidency,
winning re-election with over 60% of the
vote after a decision to extend presidential
terms to six from four years. Large anti-
Putin protests take place before and after
the vote, with critics alleging voter fraud.

2012-18: Crimea & Syria

February 27, 2014: Russian forces
start annexing Ukraine’s Crimea region
after Ukrainian protesters oust their
country’s President Viktor Yanukovich,
who was sympathetic to Moscow. Russia
incorporates Crimea in March after a ref-
erendum condemned by the West. The
US and EU impose sanctions on Moscow.

April 2014: Pro-Russian separatist re-
voltin eastern Ukraine; conflict is still on-
going with more than 13,000 dead.
Rebels take control of a vast swathe of ter-
ritory. Western nations accuse Russia of
backing the revolt; Moscow denies direct
involvement.

September 30: Russia launches air-
strikes in Syria, turning the tide of the con-
flictin President Bashar al-Assad’s favour.

November 2016: Donald Trump is
elected President of the United States af-
ter promising to improve battered ties
with Moscow. US authorities determine
that Russia tried to interfere in the elec-
tionin Trump’s favour; Moscow deniesit.

March 4, 2018: A former Russian spy,
Sergei Skripal, and his daughter are poi-
soned in England with a nerve agent.
They survive but a woman who lives
nearby dies after her partner brings home
the poison found in a discarded perfume
bottle. Britain accuses Russia, which de-
nies involvement.

2018: Until 2024

March 19, 2018: Putin wins a land-
slide re-election victory and a mandate
to stay in office until 2024.

July 2019: Protests break out in
Moscow over a municipal election which
the opposition says is unfair.

December 2019: President Putin
boasts of his country’s lead in hypersonic
weapons and says other countries are try-
ing to catch up.

Source: Reuters

ANJALIMARAR & AMITABH SINHA
PUNE, DECEMBER 27

EXTREME COLD temperatures, rainfall and
intense fog in the months of December and
January are not something new for north and
northwest India. And yet, this December,
north India is feeling the cold much more
than earlier. How low have the temperatures
been, and why?

What is usual, what is different

Every year, in the second half of
December and the first half of January, tem-
peratures routinely drop to 2-4°C at some
point of the day in many places in northand
northwest India. In December, the maxi-
mum daily temperature does not rise beyond
16-18°C in most of Punjab, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh and western Uttar
Pradesh. In Delhi and northern Rajasthan,
daily maximum temperatures are usually
not over 20-22°C for most of December.

This winter, in many parts of the region,
maximum temperatures on some days have
been nearly 10°C below normal.

In Delhi, the average maximum temper-
ature for December has been less than 20°C
until December 27. This has happened only
four times in the last 118 years, and the IMD
has said this month would most likely be-
come the second coldest December for Delhi
since 1901. The maximum temperatures had
averaged 17.3°Cin December 1901.

Delhi has clocked 14 consecutive “cold
days” at a stretch between December 14 and
27.This is already the longest such spell for
December since 1997. That December, con-
secutive “cold days” lasted for 13 days, out of
a total of 17 such days during the month.

How cold is cold

A cold-day condition is said to prevail
when the maximum temperature during the
day is atleast 4.5°Cbelow normal. If the max-
imum temperature is at least 6.5°C below
normal, it is classified as a severe cold day.

Cold-day conditions prevailed in the
north since December 15, and intensified af-
ter December 21. The most intense cold day
— when maximum temperatures fell 7°to
over 12°Cbelow normal — was on December
25 over Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi,
Uttar Pradesh, north Rajasthan and some iso-
lated areas in Bihar and Madhya Pradesh.

Conditions ‘not unusual’

While the extreme cold in north India
could point to some special causes, scientists
say there is nothing unusual in the climatic
conditions that influence temperatures in
this region at this time of the year. The cold
wave usually arrives from the west, through
the Western Disturbance wind system. This
system is also responsible for causing rains
in northern and northwestern parts, after
having picked up moisture on its way from
the Mediterranean Sea. The intensity of the
cold also depends on the amount of snow-
fall that happens in Jammu and Kashmir,
Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh and nearby areas.

“All these factors have their annual vari-
abilities. They combine in different ways to
produce different kinds of winter conditions.
Ifyoulook at the climatic conditions this year,
no special set of circumstances is visible at
the macro level that can be held responsible
for causing extreme cold. That canimply that
the extreme cold being witnessed is just one
of the outlying cases of natural variability that
we see from year to year,” said a former India
Meteorological Department (IMD) scientist.

@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained
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SIMPLY PUT

Why this winter is extra cold

December is always cold in northern India but has been much more so this year. A look at temperature
trends, records broken or on the way to being broken, and the possible causes leading to the extreme chill

In Delhi, all days from December 14 to 27 fall into ‘cold day’ classification . Amit Mehra

DAILY MAXIMUM TEMPERATURES (°C)

Dec 27 11.8 9.1 94
(Deviation) (-9.7) (-114) (-11.6)
Dec 26 127 95 9.8
Dec 25 17.2 13.0 11.0
Dec 24 14.3 11.5 10.4
Dec23 146 133 121
Dec 22 180 143 16.2
Dec 21 17.5 16.6 13.2
Dec 20 180 138 11.5

A cold-wave condition now prevailsin ar-
eas north of Jammu and Kashmir, in northern
Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan and parts of northern Iran. In
all these areas, average temperatures have
been 1° to 5°C below normal for the last few
days. This could add to the chill bring brought
about by the Western Disturbances. North-
central China and Mongolia are also experi-
encing similar conditions.

Looking for causes

CLIMATE CHANGE: The unusually cold
December this year could just be another in-
stance of extreme climates becoming more
and more frequent, a result of climate
change. Across the world, the frequency and
intensity of both heatwaves and cold waves
have increased in the last few years, and are
predicted toincrease further. The same s the
case with extreme rainfall and drought. Just
this year, India experienced an unusually wet
August and September. The amount of rain-
fall that September produced was a once-in-
a-century event. Scientists also agree that cli-
mate change was bringing in greater
uncertainty in weather patterns, making
them more difficult to predict.

WESTERN DISTURBANCES: Frequent
western disturbances varying from moder-
ate to intense have mainly contributed to the
severe cold over all of north India this year.
In addition, the flow of northwesterly winds
over northwest India, that too over much

8.8 10.6 11.0
(-12.2) (-11.6) (-12.0)
10.1 12.1 17.6
— 17.0 14.0
— 121 194
16.8 17.7 22.0
— 19.0 20.0
18.8 15.8 17.0
125 13.0 15.0
Source: IMD

lower levels, further fuelled the chill factor,
making the days much colder than normal
during December. This December also wit-
nessed haze, fog and rainfall after the passing
of each western disturbance, triggering cold
weather conditions over north India.

LOW CLOUDS: This extended cold spell
has been triggered due to low stratus clouds
that are blanketed over a large geographical
area — between Pakistan, cutting across India
and running up to Bangladesh. Similarly, it is
prevailing over a stretch of 500 km to 800 km
north-south, affecting the entire north India.

R K Jenamani, senior scientist at IMD’s
National Weather Forecasting Centre
(NWEFEC), New Delhi, said that formation of
such clouds are unique over the Indo-
Gangetic Plains (IGP) and that these clouds
have been observed only since 1997. “ As
these clouds are formed at a height of 300
metres to 400 metres from the surface, they
largely block the day’s sunlight, resulting in
cold days,” he said.

“The average maximum temperatures for
the month stands around 19.8 degrees (in
Delhi, until December 27) and with cold days
forecast till month end, December 2019
could be the second coldest after 1997. But,
the impact could be higher than that experi-
enced in 1997,” Jenamani said.

In fact, cold conditions during the day-
time can be more dangerous, said Anupam
Kashyapi, head of the weather department
at IMD, Pune.

THis WORD MEANS

SNOWEX

How much water does
snow contain?

AROUND 1.2 billion people, or nearly
one-sixth of the world, depend on sea-
sonal snow and glaciers for their water
supply. For a better understanding of
how much water is contained in each
winter’s snowfall and how much will
be available whenit meltsin the spring,
NASA has launched a seasonal cam-
paign — part of a five-year programme
called SnowEy, initiated in 2016-17.

While the geographical focus of
SnowEx is North America, NASA'’s
overall target is optimal strategies for
mapping global snow water equiva-
lent (SWE) with remote sensing and
models leading to a Decadal Survey
“Earth System Explorer” mission.
NASA currently has no global satellite
mission to track and study SWE. On
its website, NASA acknowledges any
future snow satellite mission will re-
quire observations from an interna-
tional collection of satellites.

Within its geographic range,
SnowEx assesses where snow has
fallen, how much there is and how its
characteristics change as it melts. It
uses airborne measurements, ground
measurements and computer model-
ling. The airborne campaign will fly
radar and lidar (light detection and
ranging) to measure snow depth, mi-
crowave radar and radiometers to
measure SWE, optical cameras to pho-
tograph the surface, infrared radiome-
ters to measure surface temperature,
and hyperspectral imagers for snow
cover and composition. Ground teams
will measure snow depth, density, ac-
cumulation layers, temperature, wet-
ness and snow grain size — the size of
a typical particle. This year, real-time
computer modelling will be inte-
grated into the campaign as well.

Source: NASA

MGNREGA trends: fewer jobs since July, wider demand-supply gap

NUSHAIBAIQBAL
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 27

CHART1: DEMAND & SUPPLY

CHART 2: WORK PROVIDED, LAST YEAR & THIS YEAR

35

JOBS GENERATED under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) have shown a
dip compared to last year after July. This
comes even as 2018-19, the year that pre-
ceded the Lok Sabha elections, saw a record
number of households demanding as well
as being provided employment under the
flagship rural public works programme.

Reading the numbers

Chart 1 shows the total number of house-
holds whose demand for work was regis-
tered by the gram panchayat authorities con-
cerned and also the number that were
actually provided work (MGNREGA is sup-
posed to guarantee 100 days of total employ-
ment to adult members of any rural house-
hold that “demands” such employment). In
2018-19, demand was registered from 5.88
crore households, and 5.27 crore of them
were provided work. These numbers were
the highest, at least during the last five years
of the present government. Even in terms of
person-days of work generated, the num-
bers rose from a mere 165.64 crore in 2014-
15 (the first year of the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment) to 267.99 crore in 2018-19.
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The current year, however, has wit-
nessed a clear dip in the person-days of em-
ployment under MGNREGA, which is visi-
ble after July. Significantly, in all the months
before, including those leading up to the
elections of April-May, the work provided
exceeded the corresponding levels for 2018
(Chart 2). According to government officials,
the fallin MGNREGA employment after July
has been largely due to the onset of the
southwest monsoon. Rainfall during the
monsoon season (June-September) this
year was 10% above the historical long-term
average — the highest since 1994 — whereas
it was 9.4% below average in 2018. An
above-normal monsoon meant there was
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lower demand for MGNREGA work.
However, from Chart 3, it can be seen that
the gap between the number of households
demanding MGNREGA work and the num-
ber who were provided work has been the
highestin 2019-20. This indicates that even
if demand fell, supply of work fell even more.

Lack of funds

The trends raise the question whether all
thisislinked tolack of funds. For 2019-20, the
Modi government has allocated Rs 60,000
crore towards MGNREGA. But out of this bud-
geted sum, Rs 9,493.80 crore would be re-
quired for clearing the liabilities of wages, ma-
terial and administrative costs for previous
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years. Nikhil Dey of the advocacy group
Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan claimed
that in 2018-19, the Centre had asked some
state governments to pay wages to workers
for February and March in advance and treat
thisas“loan” that the Centre would repay the
states in the new financial year.

The cost of providing a day’s work to a
single person has been taken at an average
of Rs 249.86 for 2019-20. For 270.21 crore
person-days of work that was approved, the
MGNREGA labour budget alone for this fis-
cal worked out to roughly Rs 67,514.67
crore. But the total budgetary allocation,
which also includes provision towards ma-
terial and administrative expenses, has

CHART 3: DEMAND-SUPPLY GAP

2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20

been only Rs 60,000 crore, out of which Rs
55,829.62 crore was already spent as on
December 24. Meanwhile, the Centre has
revised upwards its original plan of provid-
ing 260 crore person-days of work for 2019-
20t0 316.73 crore person-days, following a
decision to augment the number of days of
employment per household under MGN-
REGA from 100 to 150 in flood-affected dis-
tricts of states such as Karnataka.

Other support schemes
Itis not MGNREGA alone that is witness-
ing a deceleration of activity this fiscal. The

same goes for the Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN), the Modi gov-

ernment's farmincome support scheme that
was launched in December 2018, ahead of
the Lok Sabha elections. In the firstinstalment
released for December 2018 to March 2019, as
many as 8.05 crore farmers were covered,
with each of them receiving Rs 2,000. Those
numbers fell to 7.43 crore in the second in-
stalment (April-July 2019)and further to 5.91
crore in the third (August-November). In all,
the totalamount disbursed under the income
support scheme in the year 2019-20 is Rs
32,320.86 crore, which is significantly short
of the Rs 75,000 crore budgeted for it. Further,
of the total Rs 95,000 allocated for the scheme
since its inception, Rs 48,421.65 crore has
been spent up to December 2019, which is
roughly half the allocated sum.

Even the number of rural houses built
under PM Awas Yojana-Gramin — which
had recorded a sharprise from 11.96 lakh in
2014-15 and 18.22 lakhin 2015-16 t0 32.13
lakh, 44.55 lakh and 47.33 lakh during the
following three fiscals — has seen a drop to
just 7.2 lakh so farin 2019-20. A senior gov-
ernment official clarified, however, that the
process of registration, geo-tagging, etc has
already started, and more houses will be
built later in the year. The official also cited
a target of building 60 lakh houses under
the PM-AY Gramin by June 2020. Up to 55
lakh new homes are under construction,
and 7 lakh have been completed.
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Civilians flee a Syrian
military offensive in
Idlib province. AP

SYRIAN CONFLICT

Over235,000
fleeflare-upin
Syria, says UN

Beirut: More than 235,000
people have fled the Idlib
region over the past two
weeks, the UN said Friday,
amid heightened regime
and Russian attacks on
Syria’s last major opposi-
tion bastion. The mass dis-
placement between 12
and 25 December has left
the Idlib’s Maaret al-
Numan region “almost
empty”, according to the
UN humanitarian agency
OCHA. The main highway
connecting southern Idlib
to the province’s north has
been bustling with pick-up
trucks ferrying civilians out
of the region. Since mid-
December, regime forces
have pressed with an as-
sault on jihadists in Idlib,
despite a ceasefire deal and
calls for a de-escalation.

IRAN

Quake strikes
near nuclear
power plant

Tehran: An earthquake
struck Iran on Friday less
than 50 kilometres from
the country’s only nuclear
power plant, monitors said.
There were no immediate
reports of any casualties or
damage. The US Geological
Survey said the 5.1 magni-
tude quake struck 44 kilo-
metres from the south-
western city of Borazjan
and at a depth of 38 kilo-
metres. Its reported epi-
centreis45 kilometres east
of the Bushehr nuclear
power plant, on the south-
west Gulf coast. The Iranian
Seismological Center said
in a preliminary report on
its website that the
strength of the quake was
4.9 magnitude and that its
depth was 10 km.

PERU
McDonald’s fined

$250,000 after

worker deaths

Lima: Peruvian authorities
on Thursday fined the lo-
calownerof aMcDonald’s
franchise $250,000 for se-
rious safety violations af-
ter two employees were
electrocuted to death. Two
workers, an 18-year-old
man and a woman, died
on December 15 while
cleaning the kitchen of a
McDonald’s in Pueblo
Libre, in the Lima province.
Police said the woman
suffered an electric shock
while handling one of the
soda machines. Her
coworker tried to help her
but was also electrocuted
in the process.

At the site of the plane crash near Almaty International Airport in Kazakhstan on Friday. AP

12 die after airliner crashes in Kazakhstan

Bek Air plane, carrying nearly 100 people on board, crashes soon after takeoff

PAVEL MIKHEYEV
ALMATY,DECEMBER 27

A PASSENGER plane carrying
nearly 100 people crashed soon
after take-off near the city of
Almaty in Kazakhstan on Friday,
slamming into a house in an ac-
cident that killed 12 people and
injured dozens.

The Fokker 100 aircraft, op-
erated by Bek Air, got into trouble
shortly after departing from
Almaty, the Central Asian coun-

try’s commercial centre, on a
pre-dawn flight to the capital
Nur-Sultan.

Itlost altitude during take-off
and broke through a concrete
fence before hitting the two-
storey building, Kazakhstan’s
Civil Aviation Committee said. It
was notimmediately clear what
caused the crash.

“The plane tilted to the left,
then to the right, then it started
shaking while still trying to gain
altitude,” businessman Aslan
Nazaraliyev, who survived the

Pak arrests 5 al-Qaeda
operatives in night raid

ASSOCIATED PRESS
MULTAN, DECEMBER 27

FIVE AL-QAEDA operatives
were arrested in a raid
overnight in eastern Pakistan,
an official with the country’s
counterterrorism department
said Friday.

According to the official,
Muhammad Imran, the raid in
Punjab province was carried out
in collaboration with the coun-
try’s top intelligence agency, the
Inter Services Intelligence.

The suspects arrested late
Thursday belong to the al-Qaeda
branch active in the region and
known as Al-Qaeda in the Indian
Subcontinent, he said, adding
that the men ran a media cell for

the terror network and coordi-
nated its militant operations in
the region.

One of the arrested men was
an expert in forged documents,
while another specialised in dig-
ital media and publications, the
official also said.

Imran said electronic equip-
ment, weapons and explosive
vests were seized in the raid. He
said the suspects, who were ini-
tially based in the southern port
city of Karachi but recently moved
to Gujranwala, were also involved
in raising funds for al-Qaeda.

Al-Qaeda founder Osama Bin
Laden was killed in a US Navy
SEALSs operation in May 2011 in
his hiding place in the garrison
city of Abbottabad, not far from
the capital of Islamabad.

Musharraf challenges
special court’s verdict
in treason case: report

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, DECEMBER 27

PAKISTAN’S FORMER military
ruler Gen (retd) Pervez Musharraf
on Friday filed a petitionina court
against the special court’s verdict
convicting him of high treason
and sentencing him to death, ac-
cording to media reports.

Last week, the special court
inIslamabad sentenced 76-year-
old Musharraf to death in absen-
tia for high treason following a
six-year legal case.

The 86 page-long petition,
filed by Advocate Azhar Siddique
in the Lahore High Court (LHC)
on Friday on Musharraf’s behalf,

The
former
military
ruler was
sentenced
todeath

named the federal government
and others as respondents,
Dawn News reported.

The petition highlighted that
the “judgment contained a mix
of anomalies and contradictory
statements”. It added that the
special court “rapidly and hur-
riedly wrapped up the trial
which was far from conclusion”,
the report said. PTI

crash, told Reuters.

Investigators found scratch
marks on the runway.

“Before crashing, the aircraft
touched the runway with its tail
twice, the gear was retracted,”
Deputy Prime Minister Roman
Sklyar told reporters.

“A commission... will estab-
lish whether this was pilot error
or technical issues. The runway
was in an ideal condition.”

AReutersreporter saw the bat-
tered remains of the front of the
plane and other separate parts of

Rajitha Senaratne

Former Sri
[Lankan health
minister held

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
COLOMBO, DECEMBER 27

SRI LANKA'S former health min-
ister Rajitha Senaratne was ar-
rested ata private hospital here on
Friday for addressing a news con-
ference on the infamous “white
van” abductions, the second op-
position lawmaker to be appre-
hended since President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa took office last month.
The United National Party
(UNP)lawmaker was arrested by
Sri Lankan police’s Criminal
Investigations Department at the
Lanka Hospital where he was ad-
mitted Thursday;, his lawyers said.
Colombo’s additional magis-
trate visited Senarathna at the
hospital on Friday and approved
his detention until December 30
for investigation.
At a press conference on Nov
10 in the lead up to the Nov 16
election which Gotabaya won by
a huge margin, two men, along
with Senaratne, spoke about
“white van” squads thatabducted
government critics during former
president Mahinda Rajapaksa’s
regime between 2005 and 2015.
The other two menwho spoke
at the conference were arrested
earlier. One man had claimed to
be the driver and the other as a
victim of the dreaded white vans.

the fuselage scattered around
what was left of the house.

A survivor told news website
Tengrinews she heard a “terrify-
ing sound” before the plane
started losing altitude. “The plane
was flying at atilt. Everything was
like inamovie: screaming, shout-
ing, people crying,” she said.

Almaty authorities initially
put the death toll at 15 or more
but later revised the figure down
to 12. They said 49 people were
in hospitals, some of them in se-
rious condition. REUTERS

USA
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ToNY WINNING COMPOSER JERRY HERMAN DIES

Tony Award-winning composer Jerry Herman, who wrote the cheerful, good-natured

music and lyrics for such dlassic shows as Marme, Hello, Dolly! and La Cage aux Folles, died
Thursday in Miami of pulmonary complications. He was 88. The creator of 10 Broadway
shows and contributor to several more, Herman won two Tony Awards for best musical.

Netanyahurebuffs a

challenge from within,
despite graft charges

Wins party primary by big margin ahead of March election

ISABEL KERSHNER
JERUSALEM, DECEMBER 27

PRIME MINISTER Benjamin
Netanyahu of Israel easily
brushed off a challenge for the
leadership of the conservative
Likud party early Friday, a crucial
victory for Israel’s longest-serv-
ing leader but one that may only
harden the country’s yearlong
political standoff.

For Netanyahu, the wide
margin in a party primary on
Thursday reaffirmed his politi-
cal prowess and staying power
despite his indictment last
month on corruption charges,
and it gives a jolt of fresh energy
to his campaign for Israel’s next
general election in March.

Butitalso assures that one of
Israel’s most polarising issues
will be on the ballot in that elec-
tion: Netanyahu himself.

Israel has already had two in-
conclusive elections this year,
each ending in deadlock with
voters nearly evenly divided on
whether the corruption cases
against Netanyahu should dis-
qualify him from serving a fourth
consecutive term.

And though support for
Netanyahu has been slipping

After winning 72.5% of the vote in the primary, Netanyahu
wrote on Twitter: ‘A giant victory!”. Reuters

since his indictment, recent polls
suggest that a third election may
notresolve anything. Once again,
neither Netanyahu nor his main
opponent, Benny Gantz of the
centrist Blue and White party,
may have the votes to form a ma-
jority government.

In the party primary
Thursday, the most serious inter-
nal leadership challenge
Netanyahu had faced in years, he
handily beat a rival party vet-
eran, Gideon Saar, by a vote of
72.5% to 27.5%, according to an
unofficial final count.

“A giant victory!” Netanyahu
declared on Twitter just after
midnight, barely more than an

hour after the polls closed. “With
the help of God and with your
help, I will lead Likud to a great
victory in the upcoming elections
and we will continue to lead the
country to unprecedented
achievements,” he added.

Saar congratulated
Netanyahu and conceded defeat
ina televised statement an hour
later. He said he and his col-
leagues would stand behind
Netanyahu in the party’s cam-
paign for the general election.

But the fact that there even
was a battle exposed cracks in
Likud’s long-united front as it
prepares for an eventual post-
Netanyahu era. NYT

Russia deploys hypersonic nuclear missile

As Russia, China takeleadin
hypersonic weapons, US
ponders counter measures

ANDREW OSBORN
MOSCOW, DECEMBER 27

RUSSIA DEPLOYED its first regi-
ment of hypersonic nuclear-ca-
pable missiles on Friday, the
Defence Ministry said, a move
which President Vladimir Putin
has boasted puts his country in
aclass of its own.

Defence Minister Sergei
Shoigu has informed Putin of the
deployment, his ministry said in
a statement, which did not say
where the missiles were located.

The new system, called
Avangard, comprises a hypersonic
glide vehicle whichis designed to
sitatop anintercontinental ballis-
tic missile, one of several new
types of weapons touted by Putin
as being ahead of their time.

An intercontinental ballistic
missile lifts off from a truck-
mounted launcher. AP

Putin has said Russia’s new
generation of nuclear weapons
can hit almost any point in the
world and evade a US-built mis-
sile shield, though some experts

WITH RUSSIA making its hypersonic intercontinental weapon op-
erational, and China also having tested its own such missile, the US
has been forced to consider how to respond. A missile mounted
with Russia’s hypersonic glider can manoeuvre sharply while in
flight. It also follows a flatter, lower trajectory than conventional
ballistic missiles. This means it will be more difficult to detect.
According to reports, the US has considered putting sensors and
missile interceptors in space to more quickly respond to such mis-
siles. The US Defence Secretary has also said in August thatin “a
couple of years”, the US will have its own hypersonic weapon.

have questioned how advanced
some of the weapons pro-
grammes are. “Today, we have a
unique situation in our new and
recent history. They (other coun-

Another Brexit delay could
be necessary, EU chief warns

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BRUSSELS,DECEMBER 27

THE EUROPEAN Union and
Britain will struggle to seal an
agreement on trade and other as-
pects of their future ties after
Brexit next year and should con-
sider extending the negotiations
beyond 2020, a top EU official said
inaninterview published Friday.

The UK is scheduled to leave
the EU on January 31.If itdoes, it
will be the first time a country
leaves the world’s biggest trad-
ing bloc. Negotiations between
the remaining members and the
British government on future
trade, fisheries, education and
transport relations can only be-
gin after that date and must con-

URSULA VON DER LEYEN

European Commission President

clude by the end of 2020.

“Iam very concerned about
how little time we have,”
European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
told the French business news-
paper Les Echos.

“It seems to me that, on both
sides, we should seriously con-

sider whether the negotiations
are feasible in such a short time.”
“I think it would be reasonable
to take stock in the middle of the
year and if necessary, agree on
an extension to the transition pe-
riod,” von der Leyen said.

As the leader of the executive
commission, von der Leyen
heads the EU institution respon-
sible for Brexit talks and negoti-
ating trade deals on behalf of
member countries.

Such trade pacts routinely
take years to complete, and
businesses fear that the UK
could face a new “no-deal”
Brexit scenario at the start of
2021 if questions about
whether tariff-free trade with
the country’s biggest trading
partner remain unanswered.

IN A FIRST FOR NEPAL, A MAN WAS HELD FOR FORCING HiIS SISTER-IN-LAW TO StAY IN A CoLD HUT DURING HER PERIOD

An old menstruation taboo killed her; this time, a man went to jail

BHADRA SHARMA &
JEFFREY GETTLEMAN
KATHMANDU, DECEMBER 27

EVERY WINTER, in Nepal’s
snow-covered hills, young
women keep dying because of a
deadly superstition.

The tradition here says that
any woman who has her period
must be banished outside, to a
cowshed or makeshift bunker, no
matter how cold or dangerous.
This has been a ritual, believed to
protect the purity of the village, for
aslong as anyone can remember.

But this winter, someone was

finally arrested in suchadeath —
afirstin Nepal, according to law
enforcement officials. The case
has set off a national debate
about women’s rights, tradition,
law and punishment.

Nepali authorities have jailed
the brother-in-law of a young
woman who died in a shed this
month in the remote Achham
district, in the far west. Many
Nepalis have been disturbed by
her death, and one newspaper
called the taboo — called chhau-
padi — a “national shame.”

Human rights activists have
been pressing authorities to en-
force alaw thatwentinto effectlast

A woman in chhaupadi hut. Reuters file

year that punishes family mem-
bers who exile menstruating
women from their own homes.
Still, villagers continue todoitand

many residentsin Achhamare up-
set that someone was sent to jail.

“The police are just adding
pain over pain,” said Krishna

Budha, chief of the village where
the young woman died. “She
had gone to the hut on her own,
taking part of our culture.”

But Nepal’s highest authori-
ties intervened, leading police
officers to make the arrest.

Inthe past fewweeks, villagers
have been ordered to destroy
dozens of chhaupadi huts and
Nepal's home ministry has threat-
ened to cut off government aid to
families that do not complywitha
law that bans the chhaupadiritual.

In Nepali language, chhau-
padi means someone who bears
animpurity. An oppressive tradi-
tion has evolved around this

taboo, including the construction
of aseparate hut for menstruating
women to retreat to at night and
then sleep in. Each year, at least
one woman, usually more,and of-
tenyoung, diesin suchatiny space
from smoke inhalation, a snake
bite or exposure to the cold.
OnDec.2,ithappened again.
Shortly after sunrise, accord-
ing to police officials, relatives of
Parbati Budha, 21, sensed some-
thing was wrong. Budha, who
lived in amountain village about
atwo-day drive from the capital,
Kathmandu, was usually an
early riser. She was known in the
village as a determined worker

who was quite bright.

But on this morning, she did
not emerge from her chhaupadi
hut. When her sister-in-law and
brother-in-law went to check on
her, they found her on the shed’s
floor, face down. She had built a
fire inside the hut to keep warm
during the freezing night and died
from inhaling too much smoke.

Budha had married about a
year ago and moved in with her
husband’s family. Her husband
worked in a sari showroom in
India, and police say it was her
husband’s brother, Chhatra Raut,
25,who pressured Budha tomove
out to the shed. NYT

tries) are trying to catch up with
us. Not a single country possesses
hypersonic weapons, let alone
continental-range hypersonic
weapons,” said Putin. REUTERS

Philippines bans
US senators,
considers visa
restrictions

for Americans

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MANILA, DECEMBER 27

THE PHILIPPINES banned two US
senators and threatened to intro-
duce visa restrictions for
Americans entering the country,
the President’s spokesperson
said Friday, if Washington pushes
ahead with sanctions against
Filipino officials involved in jail-
ing a leading opposition leader.

Senators Richard Durbin and
Patrick Leahy were banned from
entering the country after intro-
ducinga provisionin the 2020 US
budget that would prevent offi-
cialsinvolved in the incarceration
of Senator Leila de Lima from en-
tering the US, presidential
spokesman Salvador Panelo said.

De Lima, one of the highest-
profile critics of Duterte’s contro-
versial war ondrugs, has beenim-
prisoned since February 2017 over
a drug charge — but has claimed
innocence, and accused him of
persecuting political opponents.

“If they will enforce this pro-
vision in the US budget, then we
will be compelled to require all
Americans entering into this
country to secure a visa before
they can be allowed entry,”
Panelo said on Friday.

American tourists —who can
enter visa-free for up to 30 days
— account for more than a tenth
of arrivals, according to the
Philippines tourism department.

The senators’ provisionallows
the US to deny entry to Philippine
officials if the state department
finds “credible information” on
those involved in the “wrongful
imprisonment” of De Lima.
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PERSONAL

RENU GUPTA and PRAMOD
RENU GUPTA are the names of
one and same person. | hereby
certify that henceforth | shall
be known as PRAMOD RENU
GUPTA alias RENU GUPTA w/o
Pramod Kumar r/o0 E-79 Preet
Vihar, Delhi-110092 for all
future purposes. 050160281-1

I,Yeti S/o Govind Dixit R/o-H-
24,Gamma-2,Greater Noida-
201310,have changed my
name from Yeti Govind to Yeti
for all,future purposes.

0040525622-2

I,Rajesh Kumar S/o-Late Sh.
Prem Parkash R/0H.N0.29/5,
Jacobpura Near-Government
School-Gurugram(HR)have
changed my name from
Rajesh Kumar to Rajesh
Bhagat,for all future purposes.

0040525654-3

I,Mahabir Singh S/o-Mam
Chand R/0-234,Badi
Patti,V.P.O.Paprawat,New.Delh
i,have changed my minor
son’s name from Pravesh
Kumar to Pravesh Yadav for,all
purpose. 0040525622-1

I, Jawahira Begum,W/0 - No-
9107740A,TS/NK,Rashad
Ahmed, presently residing at
village Chanipora Payeen
,Tehsil-Karnah,District -
Kupwara, In my husband’s
service records, my nameand
(D 0 B) has been wrongly
mentioned as Jawhara Begum
(D 0 B-14-04-1987) instead of
Jawahira Begum (D o B-12-12-
1984). It needs correction.
Objections be filed to
concerned authorities within
seven days. 0020399291-1

l, Vandna Vats W/o-Ravinder
Kumar Vats Resident-
761,Near-Swati Modern
Public-School, Mundka,Delhi-
110041,Have Changed My
Name To Vandna.

0040525609-1

I, Usha Rani W/o Ashok Kumar
R/o0 B-4/13, Rajouri Garden,
New Delhi-110027 have
changed my nametoUsha
Babbar permanently.

0040525676-2

l, Uma Paul W/o Anil Kumar Pal
R/0-D-7/67,Sector-6, Rohini,
Delhi-110085, have changed
my name to Uma Pal.

0040525641-2

I, Tanu Kashyap D/o Santosh
Kumar R/o P-1/26, Budh Vihar
Phase-1, Delhi-110086, have
changed my name to
PRIYANKA. 0040525604-1

I, Rajinder Goel S/0 Amar Singh
Goel,R/0B-2, ADARSH
BHAWAN CO. GHSLTD.,
SECTOR-9, ROHINI, DELHI-
110085 informs that Rajinder
Kumar Goyal and Rajinder
Goel areone and same person
vide affidavit no. IN-
DL00520969026894R dt.
24/12/2019.and should be
henceforth reflected as
Rajinder Goel in future.

0040525637-1

l, Sushma alias Sushma
Srivastava D/o Radhey Shyam
Srivastava Ex. wife of Pramod
Vikram R/o0 Mitra Niketan, I.T.I.
Road, Karaundi, Varanasi,
Hindu Vishwa Vidhyalaya,
Uttar Pradesh declare that|
gotdivorce from my husband
vide court decree no. HMA No.
33/2002 dated 01.05.2003
Further, | have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as Sushma Srivastava
in future for all purposes.

0070690125-1

I, Shivam S/0 Sh. Navneet
GuptaR/0116,Modern
Apartment, Sector-15, Rohini,
Delhi-110089, Have Changed
My Name To Shivam Gupta.

0040525641-1

I, Sharad Kumar S/o Late
Ramesh Chander Ratra R/o B-
3/46A, 2nd floor, Ashok Vihar,
Phase-Il, Delhi-52, have
changed my name to Sharad
Ratra for all purposes.

0040525579-1

l, Seema Vijesh S/0 Vijesh
Vijaykumar Vadasseril R/O-
Flat.No.177c Pocket-E Gtb.
Enclave Delhi-110093.,
CHANGED My Name To Seema
Sasikumar. 0040525609-3

I, SATTU M S/0 Manickam R/0 G-
90, J.J.Colony, Wazirpur, Ashok
Vihar, Delhi-110052 have
changed my nameto M SATTU
for all future purposes.

0040525574-1

l, Reshabh Jain S/o0 Sanjive
Kumar Jain R/0 B-5/13, Ist
Floor, Rana Pratap Bagh, Delhi-
110007, have changed my
name to Rishabh Jain.

0040525581-1

I, Ravi Rahul S/0 Ved
Chaudhary R/0O-Building.No-
14 Lane.No-5 Anupan-
Apartment Part-2,
Saidulazaib-Exton, Mehrauli,
N.Delhi-110030.,CHANGED My
Name To Ravi Chaudhary.

0040525609-2

I, Rakesh Kumar Suri S/o Bal
Kishan Suri R/0-11 Gali No.2,
Radheypuri Ext.2, Krishna
Nagar Delhi-110051,have
changed my name to Rakesh
Suri 0040525611-1

I, Raj Devi Paharia W/o Sh.
Puran Chand PahariaR/0
Ah68, Shalimar Bagh, Delhi
110088, have changed my
name to Raj Deviforall
purposes. 0040525576-1

I, Radha Krishan S/o Mathra
Das R/0 54, Ekta Apartment,
Geeta Colony, Delhi-110031,
have changed my nameto
Radha Krishan Arora for all
purposes. 0040525580-1

I, DevkiJoshi W/0-Rajesh Joshi
R/0-119, Pocket-G-5, Sector-15,
Rohini Delhi-110089, have
changed my name,from DevKki
Devito DevkiJoshiforall
purposes. 0040525654-4

I, Qamruddin Khan S/0, Bundu
Khan R/0-M-82/A, Abulfazal-
Enclave-1, Jamianagar, Okhla,
N.Delhi-110025, that my
father’s name has been
wrongly-writtenin my
Passport as Bandu Khan
instead of correct-name Bundu
Khan. 0040525676-6

I, Parveen Gandhi W/0, Prem
Kumar R/o F-7A, 3rd Floor,
Single Storey, Vijay Nagar.
Delhi-09, have changed my
name to Harish Kumari for all
purposes. 0040525654-9

l,Parmod Sidana S/o
Omprakash R/0H.N0.866,
Sector-5, Gurgaon, Haryana-
122001, have changed my name
to Pramod Sidana.

0040525609-8

I, PRIKSHIT alias PARIKSHIT
DAGAR S/0 Jagbir Singh Dagar,
R/0 V.P.O-Kabulpur, Rohtak,
Haryana-124201, changed my
name to PARIKSHIT SINGH
DAGAR. 0040525676-4

I, Nitin Sarna S/o Vipin SarnaR/o
C-224,Second Floor, Near Gate
No. 2, Greater Kailash-1, Delhi-
110048 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as RajveerSarna. 070690124-1

I, Mohd. Ali S/0 Mohd. Raja R/o
960, Kucharohella Khan, Tiraha
Bairam Khan, Delhi-110006
declare that name of mine and
my father has been wrongly
written as Md. Aliand Md Raza
inmy 10th, 12th class
marksheet, certificate and
graduation degree. The actual
name of mine and my fatheris
Mohd. Ali and Mohd. Raja,
which may be amended
accordingly. 0070690121-1

I, Sushil Kumar Gupta S/0-
Santlal Gupta R/0-C-79 Block-C
Mahendru Enclave Delhi-
110009, Changed My Name To
Sushil Gupta. 0040525609-7

I, Mohammed Amjad S/0 Ali
Hassan R/o F-10/1, S-F, Sir Syed
Road, Joga Bai Extn, Jamia
Nagar, Okhla, New Delhi-25
have changed my nameto
Mohammad Amjad.

0040525603-2

I, Mohammad Nadeem S/o
Mohd Yusuf R/o D-4, 3rd Floor,
Abul Fazal Enclave,
Jamianagar, New Delhi-25 have
changed the name of my
daughter from Shaistan
Nadeem to Shaista Nadeem.

0040525603-1

I, MayaR/0 1132,Sector-2,
R.K.Puram, New-Delhi-110022.
Have Changed my Minor Child
Name Amandeep Singh Gill to
Bhaskar Gill. 0040525609-6

I, Kapoori Negi w/o
Late.Chander Singh Negi, R/0-
C-47,Karampura, New Delhi-
110015, also known as Kapturi
Devi & Kaputri Devi. All are
same person. 0040525641-7

I, Kapil Singhal S/o Sh. Ram
Kishan Singhal R/0 C-7,UG-1,
Chander Nagar, Ghaziabad,
U.P., have changed my minor
son’s name from Sunand
Singhal to SUNAND KUMAR
SINGHAL for all future and legal
purposes. 0040525593-1

l, Jitendra Singh S/o Satya
Prakash R/0o-Ranausa Sati,
Post-Sarayneem, Jalesar, Etah,
Uttar Pradesh-207302, have
changed my nameto Jitendra
Kumar,permanently.

0040525641-3

I, Ishwar Singh Yadav S/o
Raghubir Singh Yadav R/0.
H.No.528 Near-Shanai Dev
Mandir, Sec-28,Faridabad,
Haryana-121008, have changed
my name to Ishwar Yadav.

0040525654-2

l,Ishaq S/0 Mohd. Ibrahim
R/0H.N0.-36/84-85, Himmat
Puri Trilok Puri Delhi-110091,
have changed my nameto
Mohd. Ishagq. 0040525609-9

I, Dharamvir Singh S/o Ram
Singh R/0-29/122-A Gali No.10,
Vishwas Nagar, Shahdara
Delhi-110032,have changed my
name to Dharam Vir Kashyap
forall purposes. 0040525611-2

I, Deepa W/O Ashish AroraR/0O
Dp-107 Pitampura Delhi-110034
Changed My Name To Deepa
AroraFor All Purposes.

0040525676-8

I, Darshan Lal S/o Narayan Das
R/0-1/7177,Nehru Gali.Gorakh
Park Shahdra Delhi-110032
change my name to darshan
Kumar for all purpose.

0040525676-9

I, Charu alias Charu Lakhani D/o
J.C. Lakhani W/o Mohit Chawla
R/o H-2056, Jankalyan Mandir,
Sector-7, Faridabad,
Ballabgarh, Haryana-121006
have changed my name and
shall be known as Rianna
Chawla. 0070690122-1

I, Charanjit Kaur W/0-Gurmeet
Singh Batra R/0-A-21/22,
Gandhi-Vihar Delhi-110009.,
changed My Name To
Amanpreet Batra.

0040525654-1

I, Bushra Anwar W/o Naved
Hussain R/0-G-7/A, Abulfazal
Enclave-1, Jamia Nagar, Okhla,
Delhi-110025 have changed my
name to Suhani Naved.

0040525676-1

I, Ashutosh Kumar Jha, S/o Sh.
Shiva Shankar Jha, R/o Flat No.
532, Plot No. 4, Excelellence
Apartment, Sector-18A,
Dwarka, N.S.1.T., South West
Delhi-110078, have changed
my name toAshutosh Jha for all
purposes. 0040525589-1

I, Ashish Kumar S/o Randhir
Singh R/o-Flat No.70 Delhi
Government Residential
Complex Sector-11, Rohini
Delhi-110085 have changed my
name to Ashish Sharma.

0040525676-7

I, Ombir Mengi S/o Mangal
Singh Mengi R/0-C-2/58,
Sector-16, Rohini, Delhi-110089,
have changed my nameto
Ombir Singh Mengi.

0040525609-10

I, Apsara Dutta Mustafi W/O
Rigyal LamaR/0-118/1,3rd-
Floor Arjun-Nagar, Safdarjung-
Enclave, New-Delhi-110029.
Have Changed my Name to
Apsaralama. 0040525609-5

I, Ankush Bali S/o Sushali

Kumar Bali R/0 H. N0 460-R,

Near Sarni Chowk, Model Town,

Yamuna Nagar, Jagadhri,

Haryana-135001 have changed

my name and shall hereafter

be known as Yaashwin Ya,;.
0070690123-1

I, Ankit S/O Mr.Parminder
Kumar R/0-133, Humayunpur,
Safdarjung-Enclave, New-
Delhi-110029. Have Changed
My Name To Vansh Phogaat.

0040525609-4

I, Anju Gupta D/o ShBhim Singh
Gupta, R/o Flat No.216, Starlite
Apartment, Sector-14
Extension, Rohini, Delhi-110085
have changed my nameto
Anju Mittal after my marriage
with Mr. Mukesh Mittal.

0040525610-1

I, Aditya Singh, S/o0 Udai Katoch,
R/o House No0.179, Sector-37,
Noida-201303 have changed my
name to Aditya Singh Katoch
for all future purposes.

0040525596-1

I, Abhinav Khandelwal S/o0 K.A.
Khandelwal R/0 686, Pocket-E,
Mayur Vihar, Phase-2, Delhi-
110091 have changed my minor
son’s name from Rudra
Khandelwal to Rudra Jain
Khandelwal for all purposes.

0040525583-1

I, Abheshek Srivastava S/o
Mohan Bihari Shrivastava R/o-
C5A/159, Second-Floor, Near-
Kadimi Sweet, Janakpuri,
N.Delhi-110058. have changed
my name to Abhishek
Shrivastava. 0040525641-6

I hitherto known as Karuna
Kumari D/0 Shri.Lachhu Singh
W/0 Deepak Kumar R/0-H.No-
G-18, SitaPuri Part-2
South/West Delhi-110045. have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Karuna.

0040525641-4

I Vikram Chowla S/o0 Sh.Ashok
Kumar Chawla R/021-A, U/G/F,
Lok Vihar, Pitampura,
Saraswati Vihar, North West,
Delhi-110034 have changed my
name to Vikram Chawla for all
purposes. 0040525660-1

I Sushila Kumari W/o Rajesh
Sharma, H.no-239-P, Sector-5,
Part-6, Gurgaon have changed
my name to Sushila Sharma.

0040525641-5

I Smt. Ishwar Devi W/o Late Shri
Sher Singh R/0 House No. 07
HARIJAN BASTI, HARIJAN
colony near ITI Road JAFFAR
PUR KALAN, SOUTH WEST Delhi
-73 have changed my name
from SmtISHWARDEVIto Smt
ISHWARI DEVI for All FUTURE
Purposes. 0050160285-1

ISUNNISONI S/O Pradeep
Kumar Soni, R/0 Khasra-123/8,
Cross-Road, Santnagar-Burari,
Badarpur, Delhi-110084,
changed my name to TARUN
SONI. 0040525676-3

I SEEMA KAUL W/0 Ramesh Kaul
R/0 H.NO-288A, Vipin-Garden,
Kakrola More Najafgarh Road,
Delhi-110059, changed my
name to SEEMA RANI.

0040525676-5

I Poonam Pouhari w/0 Jogender
chandrar/o c4 plot c2 Shalimar
garden Ghaziabad has
changed my name to Poonam
Chandra. 0130014190-1

IMohd. Alialias Md. Ali S/o
Mohd. Raja R/0 960, Kucha
Rohella Khan, Tiraha Bairam
Khan, Delhi-110006 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Mohd.
Ali. 0070690126-1

I Hitherto known as Dev Priye
S/o Niranjan Singh Saini R/o-
435/1A(1016) GaliNo.3,
Jharkhandi Road, BholaNath
Nagar, Shahdara Delhi-
110032,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as Dev Priiye. 0040525611-5

I, Nafisa Irfan W/o Irfan Elahi R/0
570, Churi Walan, Jama Masjid,
Delhi-110006 have changed my
name to Nafeesa Irfan.

0040525291-1

LOST & FOUND

Lost DDA original Possession
and NOC for Water/ Electric
connections of 307 LIG Flats
Hastsal Uttam Nagar New Delhi
110059. If found, inform
7210335340. 0050160277-1

I, Dipendra R/o WZ 435A/1,
Nangal Raya, New Delhi-46, lost
my share certificates, regd.
folio no. NKF 300958 whosoever
find it please return.

0040525639-1

I, Prerna Harshvardhan
Kotiyal@Prerna Jain W/o
Akshay Jain R/o Flat no. 1003,
Bhabha Tower, Grihapravesh,
Sect.77,Noida-201301-UP, have
changed my name to Prerna
Kotiyal. 0040525654-8

We,have applied to,Karvy
Computershare,Pvt.Ltd,Hyder
abad,share-transfer
agents(RTA)of,M/s
GlaxoSmithkline Consumer
Healthcare,Ltd.Patiala-
Road,Nabha-147201
(Company) for obtaining,
duplicate-shares certificates,
for.37-equity shares-of the,
company registered in,the
name,of.Mr Manoj Shankar
under-folio-n0.M02603.Failing
receipt of,any objection/claim
dispute,the said transaction,
the company-will issue,fresh
share-certificatein lieu of,the
under-mentioned,share-
certificates reported.lost,
within.15-days from the,date of
the,publication of,this
notice.Name:-Manoj Shankar
Certificate.No0:-68763,Distt.No:-
6771685-6771721, Qty:-37.

0040525647-1

SITUATION VACANT

Wanted MBA marketing on
contract. Contact-9828402438
0050160144-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed that my
client(s) Sh. Trilochan Marbaha aged 63yrs.
and Smt. Meenu Marbaha w/o Sh. Tirlochan
Marbaha aged 40years r/o 30, Oakwood
Avenue, Southall UB1 3QD, London have
disowned and disinherited their son Karan
Marbaha aged 21years and his future
relations/children from the inheritance of all
their moveable & immoveable properties and
have severed all relations with them
immediately, therefore do not bear any
responsibility for their financial and/or day-to-
day activities.
Whosoever deals with them shall be at their
own risks and consequences thereof and our
client(s) shall not responsible for costs and
consequences thereof.
SD/- Rajesh Aggarwal (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/5046/16
452/2, Bhushan Bhawan,
Ring Road, Azadpur, Delhi-33

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed that
client Smt. Sushila Devi. W/o Late Shri.
Jag Prasad Chaturvedi, R/o S-49. KH N-
99/9/1, Vishwas Park, Uttam Nagar, New
Delhi-110059, has detached all the ties
with her son namely Shri Aniket
Chaturvedi, due to his bad behaviour and
cold attitude towards my client and her
other family members, he is further
disowned and disinherited and from the
inheritance of all the properties of my
client, and now he has no right title,
interest or claim of any nature
whatsoever in the estate and assets of
my client. Anybody dealing with the said
son shall be doing so at their own cost,
risk. responsibility and consequences
and my aforesaid client shall not be liable
and responsible for the same.
Sd/-
Gaurav Tyagi
(Advocate)
H.No. 4, LGF Narang Colony,
Janak Puri, New Delhi-58

P

Smt. Suyash W/o Late Ashutosh
Khaneja R/o Flat No. 1041, at
Bhagwati CGHS Ltd., Plot No.
08, Sector-19B, Dwarka, New
Delhi-110075, applied for transfer
of share in her name for the
above Flat, after the demise of
her husband Late Mr. Ashutosh
Khaneja. Any claim or objection
in this regard shall be intimated
in writing to the Bhagwati CGHS
Ltd. office, within 10 days of this
Press Notice.
AJANDRA SISODIA (Advocate)
ADDRESS:
Ch. No.754, Dwarka Court,
New Delhi-75

PUBLIC NOTICE
That my client Ms.Rajni Bedi W/o
Sh. Raman Bedi, R/o 641, 3rd
Floor, West Parmanand Colony,
Near Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-
100009 has disowned her
daughter Ms. Kokil Bedi, and she
shall have no inheritance in any of
her properties and whosoever will
deal with her, will be doing so at
his/her own risk and responsibility
and she and/or her family shall
not be liable for any act of the
above named daughter of Ms.
Rajni Bedi.
AMIT UPADHYAY ADVOCATE
CH. NO. 249, CIVIL WING
TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to at public in large
that my client Mrs. Mohanjeet
Kaur, W/O Sh. Manmohan
Singh, resident of R/o WZ-320,
Street no. 1, Guru Nanak Nagar
New Delhi-18, has debarred,
disowned and disinherited his
younger son Inderjeet Singh,
who is out of her control, from
her moveable and immovable
assets and severed all relations
with him alongwith his wife Smt.
Harjeet Kaur and their children, if
in future. Anyone deals with
them shall do entirely at his/her
risks, costs, consequences and

responsibilities.
MOHAN SINGH (Advocate)
JA-7A, LIG, Swarg Ashram,
Hari Nagar, New Delhi-64

This is to inform General Public at
large that my clients Mr. Gautam
Bakshi and Mr. Sahil Bakshi are
the absolute owner in possession of
built-up properties bearing Plot
No. 53-A (area 90 Sq. Yds) & Plot
No. 53-B (area 90 Sq. Yds.)
respectively out of Khasra No. 79
min South Khata No. 03457
situated at Sudamapuri Colony
Krishna Vatika, Village
Dundaheda, Pargana Loni, Tehsil
& District Ghaziabad U.P. by
virtue of two separate Sale Deeds
dated 20/04/2018 &
17/05/2018.The aforementioned
properties are free from all kind of
charge, mortgage, decree,
encumbrances etc.
The built -up Flat No. TF-3, Third
Floor with roof rights built on
aforementioned properties is
proposed to be mortgage with Hero
Housing Finance Ltd.
Ifany person or persons, institution,
company, bank, or NBFC who have
any kind of rights, interest, title,
claim or encumbrances, charges of
any nature in the aforementioned
properties, or any part thereof, can
send or may contact at the address
given herein under with their
documentary evidence within 7
days from the date of publication of
this notice, failing which it shall be
presumed that the said property in
entirely free from all such claims,
interest, charges encumbrances etc.
Avnish Shukla ( Advocate)
Enr. No. D/932/03
Ch. No. E-419, Karkardooma
Court, Delhi- 110032
Mob. 9871603366

'PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public that mK
client, Anura% Singh slo (L) Virender Slng
Rlo C-284, Decence Colony, New Delhi-24
in the sole & absolute owner in possession
of Flat No.214, SF, Competent House,14-F,
Connaught Place, Middle Circle, New Delhi,
has Iost/misEIaced/mislaid original title
documents Flat buyer Agreement dt.
08.08.1984 in respect of above said Flat &
the same are not traceable. An FIR vide LR
No.2036347/2019 dt. 26.12.2019 lodged in
Crime Branch, Delhi. Any person(s) finds the
same may returned to me/my client. My client
has not mortgaged or kept as security or surety
the said the documents with any person, court
or institution. Asheesh Kumar Mishra (Adv.)
FlatE, GF, DCM Building, Barakhamba Rd.
New Delhi-110001.

wd WERe H Jaa fF S g i oW
AR S R AEEE g9 S R
Te™S qoT AT Erivel ST ST g
SHE HEWE IR% et RZ-526/24
TG THRISIH, T2 feeli-110019 3o
3 HIEHS B9 q21 IR Uil §ISRT S, hl
AT T I F A G F IgEd HW
e %, 3R o v Red o e |
T fou €1 o wios 9 aH B X W
TafRRe d 31T IRARSHI &l g SareRe! 9
el %ag el gril|
VIKASH TRIVEDI
Advocate
Ch. No. 488, Saket Court

NOTICE INVITING
e-TENDERS

The Executive Engineer, Civil
Division No.IX, I&FC Department,
Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Sector-15,
Rohini, New Delhi-110085 invites on
behalf of the President of India, online
percentage rate tender from
approved and eligible contractor reg-
istered with Irrigation & Flood Control
Department for the following works: 1.
NIT No: EE/CD-IX/NIT/44/2nd
Call/2019-20 Name of work:- A/R &
M/O Supplementary Drain. Sub-
Work:- Dismantling existing wornout
wearing coarse and relaying of fresh
wearing coarse on Sec-11 Bridge at
RD 14100 m of Supplementary Drain.
Estimated Cost: Rs. 22,21,200 /-
Earnest Money: Rs. 44,424/- Period
of completion: 01 Month, Last date
& time of submission of tender: upto
03:00 p.m on 30.12.2019. (Tender
I.D.- 2019_IFC_186150_1)

2. NIT No: EE/CD-IX/NIT/49/2019-20
Name of work:- Electrification of the
work Renovation of Dr. Ambedkar
Chaupal at Budh Vihar Road in vil-
lage Rithala in Kanjhawala Block.
Estimated Cost: Rs. 3,58,403/-
Earnest Money: Rs. 7,168/- Period
of completion: 01 Month, Last date
& time of submission of tender: upto
03:00 p.m on 30.12.2019. (Tender
I.D.- 2019_IFC_186176_1) Note.1)
The Tender forms and other details
can be obtained from the website
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.
in

DIP/Shabdarth/1193/19-20

E-TENDERING
PRESS NOTICE

The Executive Engineer, CD-XII, Irrigation
& Flood Control Department, GNCTD Opp.
ESI Hospital Basai Darapur Office Complex
New Delhi-110027 invites on behalf of the
President of India, online ltem rate tender
from approved and eligible contractors for
the following works:-

1. NIT No. EE/CD XII/19-20/84 -(ID No.

2019_IFC_186160_1)- HOA-4217-

MUKHYAMANTRI SADAK PUNARNIR-

MAN YOJNA- SW- Improvement of road

between Shiv Mandir Road and Outer Ring

Road in Peeragarhi in Nangloi Jat AC in

Distt. West (including maintenance for Five

years) (MLALADFUND). E.C. Rs.

94,62,998/- Earnest money Rs. 1,89,260/-

period of completion 120 Days. (Date of

submission & opening of bid on 31-12-2019

at 3:00 P.M. & 3:30 P.M respectively).AE-III.

2. NIT No. EE/CD XII/19-20/85 -(ID No.

2019_IFC_186159_1)- HOA-4217-

MUKHYAMANTRI SADAK PUNARNIR-

MAN YOJNA- SW- Improvement of road

from Nangloi- Najafgarh Road to Shiv

Mandir chowk in Nangloi Jat AC in Distt.

West (including maintenance for Five

years) (MLALAD FUND). E.C. Rs.

92,51,241/- Earnest money Rs.1,85,025/-

period of completion 120 Days. (Date of

submission & opening of bid on 31-12-2019

at 3:00 P.M. & 3:30 P.M respectively).AE-III.

3. NIT No. EE/CD XII/19-20/87 -(ID No.

2019_IFC_186180_1)- HOA-4217-

MUKHYAMANTRI SADAK PUNARNIR-

MAN YOJNA- SW- Restoration of road from

Irrigation Channel to Nilothi Mod upto

Nangloi-Najafgarh road in Distt. West

(including maintenance for Five years)

(MLALAD FUND). E.C. Rs. 87,79,104/-

Earnest money Rs. 1,75,582/- period of

completion 120 Days. (Date of submission

& opening of bid on 31-12-2019 at 3:00

P.M. & 3:30 P.M respectively).AE-Ill.

4. NIT No. EE/CD XII/19-20/86 -(ID No.

2019_IFC_186181_1)- HOA- 4515-

DVDB-works in NCT of Delhi. SW-

Demolishing of existing chopal and

reconstruction of Double Story General

Chopal at village Qamruddin Nagar in

Mundka AC. E.C. Rs. 93,96,832/- Earnest

money Rs. 1,87,937/- period of completion

330 Days. (Date of submission & opening

of bid on 31-12-2019 at 3:00 P.M. & 3:30

P.M respectively). AE-|

Note:-

1) Details of above mentioned works &
eligibility criteria can be seen and
downloaded from the web site
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

2) Amendment(s)/ alteration(s)/
corrigendum if any, will be available at
website only.

3) EMD in the form of Bankers Cheque or
Demand Draft or Fixed Deposit Receipt
(drawn in favour of EXECUTIVE
ENGINEER, CD XIl, I&FC DEPTT,,
GNCT OF DELH]I) Shall be scanned and
uploaded to the e-tendering website
within the period of bid submission. The
original EMD should be deposited in the
office of EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CD
Xll, 1&FC DEPTT., GNCT OF DELHI
within the period of bid submission. (The
EMD dcoument shall only be issued from
the place in which the office of receiving
division office is situated).

Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER/CD-XII
DIP/Shabdarth/1191/19-20
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DLEHI JAL BOARD: GOVT OF NCT OF DELHI
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (NORTH EAST)-I

2142 JANTA FLATS G.T.B. ENCLAVE DELHI-110093
PRESS NIT NO-82 (2019-20)

(1) Detail of the work:
S Name of Work

1 Providing house service sewer connections
from nearest DJB Manhole to individual
house in Tunda Nagar area ward No. 52-E
AC-68 NE-I

. Amount put
No. to tender

41,18,051.00

Date of release of tender Last date/ time of receipt
in E-Procurement of tender through
solution E-Procurement solution

24.12.2019 09-01-2020 2:10 PM
2019_DJB_186447_1

Further details in this regards can be seen at https://delhi.govtprocurement.com

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (Water)
Advt No. J.S.V 724/19-20

No. F.DE/41/Sports/Tender/2019/16203

Sd/-
Ex. ENGINEER (NORTH EAST)-I

Dated : 24.12.2019

E-Procurement Tender Notice

Name of Work

Tender 1.D.

Date of release of Tender through
e-procurement platform

Last date and time for receipt of
Tender through e-procurement
solution.

Opening date and time of Tender
through e-procurement.

Online tender for providing hotel
accommodation to the participants of
National School Games 2019-20

2019_DE_186468_1.
24.12.2019

30.12.2019 upto 12:00 noon

30.12.2019 at 12:30 p.m.

Entire details can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

Important

To participate in e-tendering, register themselves through IT

Department, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, E-procurement Cell, 6th floor, Vikas Bhawan

I, Civil Lines, Delhi-110054.

DIP/Shabdarth/1186/19-20

Sd/-
(Asha Aggarwal)
Dy. Director of Education (Sports)

Tel.: 011-27005201
Email id: ddesportsdelhi@gmail.com
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19 REVIEWS toeesea

GOODNEWWZ %%
Director: Raj Mehta Cast: Akshay Kumar, Kareena Kapoor Khan, Diljit Dosanjh, Kiara Advani, Adil Hussain, Tisca Chopra, Anjana Sukhani

SHUBHRAGUPTA

TWO COUPLES with the same names, sperm
samples, in-vitro fertilisation, and a
switcheroo which has far-reaching, haha,
consequences: is this really a Bollywood film?

Just going by the fairly novel premise, |
have to hand it to Good Newwz: so refresh-
ing to have something so out-of-the-box
(another word for ‘risky’) come out of anin-
dustry whose default option is to play safe
by churning out tired, jaded sequels of tired,
jaded super-starry vehicles.

Here are your regular people, even if
they wear no-make-up make-up inbed, and
are beautifully styled out of it (the first set
of Batras), and are a walking-talking cliched
representation of the loud, well-off Punjabi
(the second set), united with the rest of usin
their desire to produce their own offspring.
Adoption? Haye nahin, apna khoon toh apna
hota hai.

So here’s your foursome, Varun (Kumar)
and Deepu aka Deepti (Kapoor Khan) and
Honey (Dosanjh)and Monika (Advani) get-
ting up close and very, very personal over a

lab technician’s mistake. The result, for both
the Batra sets who have been trying very
hard to become parents, is both gratifying
and problematic: who has more rights over
the bun in the oven?

The question comes right at the half way
mark, leaving us intrigued. How will Good
Newwz solve this problem? When sperms
and eggs need fertility specialists — a smil-
ingly unctuous doctor couple played by Adil
Hussain and Tisca Chopra — to reach their
conclusion, does it disturb the natural order
of things? Or is this scientific intervention
one of the best ways out for a desperate cou-
ple? Going by the spirit of the film, it junks
seriousness, choosing cheesiness, and we
are set up for laughter.

[ thoroughly enjoyed the first half, with
its easy, spiky banter between Varun and
Deepu, as they (she more than he) stare at
the right date on the ovulating calendar, and
get down to the job, her pushing, him
pulling: sex strictly for procreation canbe a
chore. Haha. Good to see Akshay Kumar a)
not being a flag-waving-nationalist-patriot
b) owning up to grey-stubble-on-chin, and
¢) reminding us just how funny he can be.

Love Above All

SPIES IN DISGUISE
k)

Directors: Nick Bruno, Troy Quane
Voices of: Will Smith, Tom Holland, Rashida
Jones, Ben Mendelsohn, Reba McEntire

SHALINILANGER

ONE OF the oldest spies known to the world;
and one of the world’s coolest. We are refer-
ring here, respectively, to pigeons and Will
Smith, who in Spies In Disguise are one and
the same person. It’sa clever premise —and
one of several — in this animation from Blue
Sky Studios, the Ice Age maker now acquired
by Disney. The filmitself is more run-of-the-
mill than unique, though ideas like above
and the chemistry between the characters
voiced by Smith and Holland (also an in-
spired choice to play a science-geek and
gadgets boy) means it all goes down better
than it should.

Smithis Lance Sterling, “the greatest spyin

the world”, used to defying orders and saving
the world, all on his own. Then comes a big vil-
lain, a big conspiracy and Sterling finds him-
selfoutin the cold. The only person he cantum
tois Holland’s Walter, who believes in non-vi-
olent weapons, such as Kitty Glitter (more on
that later) and inflatable hugs, and has prom-
ised Sterling the power to “become invisible”.
What Sterling ends up turning into, isa pigeon.

Even as you despair that the film will
end up being yet another clash between the
forces of good and evil — do we really need
them in animation too? — and the power
of teamwork and friendship, writer Brad
Copeland and directors Nick Bruno and
Troy Quane subvert the genre. Smith pok-
ing fun at the mega-hit chest-puffed char-
acters he has played throughout his career
is not even the half of it, as his sidekick
Walter rolls out his superpower, it being sci-
ence. In the process, he scores a big one for
all the “weird” boys out there mocked for
wearing aprons and dreaming that, for
every James Bond, there can be a hero
called ‘Hydrogen Bond'.

The Big Switch

Kapoor Khan has not a single hair out of
place even when she needs to appear ruf-
fled, filling out the role perfectly. Dosanjh’s
consummate turn manages to overcome
the top-to-toe velvety bling he’s togged out
in; I only wish Advani had a little more to
do, even if her dutiful mata rani worship-
ping, pinni-eating Punjabi wife look is spot
on. Chopra offers able support, and
Hussain’s straight-faced, praying-to-the-
almighty doc is an absolute hoot.

If the film had stayed true to its broad
comedic bone, it would have been the per-
fect antidote to these grim times. But no, it
dives into melodrama with the full comple-
ment of violins wailing in the background,
giving the macho male stars a teary scene.
Why not be confident, even of the elitist
lines leading to cheap laughs mouthed by a
character? Kareena Kapoor Khan has the
money monologue, in which she speaks
frankly and openly about the impact of
pregnancy on a female body: when did you
hear of an A-lister talk of how bouts of in-
voluntary and embarrassing peeing become
part of this aurat-sirf-maa-banane-ke-liye-
paida-hoti-hai schtick Bollywood has been

If science needs each such thumbs-upin
the Trump administration, there is also a
message on the US’s constant meddling in
world affairs. The villain this time bears a
grudge over a bombing carried out by
America in Kyrgyzstan — in Sterling’s words,
they were just after “a bunch of bad people
out to kill a lot of innocent people”.

Walter’s way is that a lot more can be ac-
complished with love than hate, and letting

doused with?

Also, for a film that comes from the
Dharma stable, which is usually so careful
about aesthetics, it’s surprising how some
of the sets look so patently like sets: [ was
particularly struck by a gol-guppa-eating
sequence which comes off more contrived
than touching because even the sudden
shower that comes down on the characters
feels like it's been manufactured by a rain
machine just beyond our vision.

The film works best when it is being its
bawdy;, silly, raucous self. It dips when it
veers towards bring-out-the-hankies emo-
tion, bowing to the dictum of ‘how can a
Bollywood film not make you laugh and cry
atthe same time’. When will filmmakers get
past this hoary belief?

That being said, you can see that this is a
film that's been written, not assembled on the
fly. And that’s really the best news. The char-
acters are distinct, there’s a flow, and at the
film’s core,anidea. It dips here and there, sure,
but never abandons its cheery gallop to the
finishline. Net net, Good Newwz is not half bad.

shubhra.gupta@expressindia.com

people live than killing them. Greater peo-
ple than him have said this, but none with
Kitty Glitter to back them up. A glimpse, and
the best of villains is reduced to the worst
of mush. Walter’s explanation is that it has
been scientifically proven that seeing such
kitten visuals can cause the release of sero-
tonin. That is an actual scientific fact.

shalini.langer@expressindia.com

BY PRATIK KANJILAL

SOME THINGS never change. While
protests raged all over the country, Times
Now’s India Upfront programme tried to
trend #LutyensSabotageNPRPlot, with the
argument: “Are those backing Arundhati
Roy’s ‘subversion’ of NPR talk hurting the
poor the most? Can they explain how
without the NPR will the State target wel-
fare schemes for the poorest?” Perhaps
horrible grammar disbars Times Now ed-
itors from print journalism, but that’s a mi-
nor point. The issue is that yet again, the
channel is supporting a dodgy move by the
government, using the poor as a persua-
sive excuse.

This has happened repeatedly, the most
memorable case being that of Aadhaar.

Critics uneasy about privacy and data se-
curity issues were pilloried as “limousine
liberals” who had no stake in the matter,
because they did not need the direct deliv-
ery benefits flowing through Aadhaar. It
happened again following demonetisation,
which is now recognised as a major factor
in the economic slowdown in progress. At
the time, though, TV channels were happy
to talk up the rash act as necessary for de-
stroying black money. Again, the poor were
trotted out to justify the move, as victims
of the cash economy. The present debate is
actually limited to the question of whether
predicating citizenship on religion violates
the Constitution. The rest is noise. Since the
question has an obvious answer, harassed
studio executives have to rustle up fraudu-
lent issues to keep the noise going.

While the usual channels are covering
themselves in glory, Mirror Now has cho-
sen to stay doggedly with the story of po-
lice excesses and vandalism of private
property in Yogi Adityanath’s Uttar
Pradesh. Thisis old school journalism, from
before the trade became a quest for nov-
elty, when reporting the story, and carry-
ing on reporting it, mattered the most.

The Rest is Noise

Distractions by ministers and influencers may be
meaningless but very entertaining

What netas and opinionators of various
persuasions are saying about the story,
which is mostly what TV provides, is actu-
ally a distraction. The news itself offers
other distractions, like the opinion of an
army chief on leadership qualities in civil-
ian life. Sadly, no one prescribed the uni-
versal specific: just give him an election
ticket, and go back to the real news.

Uttar Pradesh is the story that matters,
because the rarest of rare atrocities has
been committed there: children have been

tortured by the police. NDTV asked UP
power minister Shrikant Sharma if the ar-
rest of protesters who insist they were
peacefulis the “revenge” that his chief min-
ister had promised. The good minister took
recourse to the tired old ploy of claiming
that Adityanath’s words had been twisted
by “some people”.

Some people will twist anything. Boris
Johnson mangled Homer at a public func-
tion, and the video is being inhaled by mil-
lions. Johnson, the dear old fruit, declaims

Amidst the din of protests, a story which appeared in The New York
Times this week has slipped under the radar... It finds that long before
the Ganga flows through any large urban or industrial centre, it is
dirty and brimming with drug-resistant superbugs
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On the Brink

BINNU KA SAPNA
(STREAMING ON MUBI)

Jookk

Director: Kanu Behl
Cast: Chetan Sharma, Anamica Kadamb,
Suman Jain

WITH TITLI, Kanu Behl proved that he had
sharp insights into the curdled world of those
who live on the cusp of modernity but are
steeped in archaic value systems governed by
soul-killing patriarchy, and deep misogyny.
It was a striking, disturbing portrait of a peo-
ple and the situations that make them so.

Binnu Ka Sapnais a 32-minute short from
the same director, and feels like an extension
of his exploration of stunted masculinity.
Binnu has grown upinaloveless home with
a father who gets his jollies from slapping his
mother around. The latter is clearly a more
educated, accomplished individual, but is en-
meshed in her life, and has found a corrosive
connection with her abusive husband in a
cup of meethi, kadak chai.

What does this do to the insides of a
young boy? Can he ever break out of the cy-

Screen
(Queen

WHAT SHE SAID: THE ART OF
PAULINE KAEL (DOCUMENTARY)

Director: Rob Garver Cast:\Woody Allen,
Lili Anolik, Alec Baldwin, Carol Baum,
Thomas Baum

JEANNETTECATSOULIS

UNLIKE ITS subject, the documentary What
She Said: The Art of Pauline Kael merely feints
toward criticism. Anumbing torrent of largely
unidentified film clips and poorly labeled com-
mentary, Rob Garver’s overstuffed tribute to
the life and work of America’s best-known —
and most written about — film criticis at times
barely coherent.

Forced to compete with a near-constant
barrage of movie fragments, Kael’s distinctively
passionate voice isdisastrously muffled. As are
those of her admirers and detractors, the col-
leagues and filmmakers whose insights, how-
ever sharp or spicy, are so smushed together
thatIwas constantly hitting “Rewind”. Theater
audiences won't have that luxury.

Through the smog of distractions, a por-
traitemerges of a uniquely gifted, complicated,
arrogant and combative writer,one whose ab-
horrence of sentimentality caused her to sav-
age The Sound of Music and the “inhumanly
happy” performance of its star, Julie Andrews.
Her tenure at The New Yorker, from 1968-91,
happily coincided with a seismic eruption in
American independent filmmaking, when
young directors like Martin Scorsese, Robert
Altman and Brian De Palma were developing
their personal styles. So was she: an anti-aca-
demic, chattily entertaining prose thatread as
both hard-bitten and strangely needy. She des-
perately wanted movies to make her feel
things, and was ruthless when they didn't.

Hers was a profoundly sensual approach
(which she flaunted in book titles like Kiss Kiss
Bang Bang) that caused her to celebrate pic-
tures that many viewed as pulp. She responded
viscerally to the erotic energy of Bernardo

classical Greek with a perfectly awful pub-
lic school accent, and viewers who are not
native speakers of modern Greek or con-
versant with the Homeric flavour can only
make out the words “Atreides” and
“Achilles”. Scholars of the Iliad complain
that he elides lines at will, indicating that he
has a lousy memory. Native speakers say
it's plain gibberish. All agree that the per-
formance is pure Boris, meaningless but
very entertaining, and that he should try
and memorise the Ikea catalogue next, to
give it new life.

Amidst the din of protests, a story
which appeared in The New York Times
this week has slipped under the radar. At
any other time, there would have been
scattered allegations of disrespect and
sacrilege, blown out of proportion at
prime time. Because it finds that long be-
fore the Ganga flows through any large ur-
ban or industrial centre, it is dirty and
brimming with drug-resistant superbugs.
The watershed between clean and un-
healthy water appears to be Rishikesh,
and the source of the problem could be
the guts of bathing pilgrims and tourists,
who visit the upper reaches in the season

cle of suspicion and putative violence when
it comes to women? Chetan Sharma does a
good job of portraying an in-search-of-him-
self Binnu as he jousts with an apparently ac-
commodating boss and dispiriting sexual es-
capades, and his inevitable descent on to the
dark side.

Behl’s use of a shortened screen size and
experimental format matches his protago-
nist’s progression, and it adds to the feeling
of unsettlement that the film is aiming for.
But sometimes the jagged edges threaten to
take over the slim run time of film, and once
in a while you wish for less opacity.

But there’s no doubt that the filmis a
powerful testament to the build-up of
messed-up testosterone when confronted
with constant violence, of both the physical
and mental kind. It is dark, disturbing and
visceral: will Binnu be given a feature-length
extension? I'd be very interested in where he
goes from here.

MUBI’s streaming platform has just be-
gun an India component, and if this is the
way it means to go on, it will be a solid add-
on to the OTT services available to us.

SG

Bertolucci’s Last Tango in Paris and the violent
pathos of Arthur Penn’s Bonnie and Clyde, a
movie she single-handedly rescued fromacrit-
icalmauling. The flip side was a disdain for the
cool anomie of foreign art-house darlings like
Hiroshima Mon Amour and La Notte, works that
committed the unforgivable sin of boring her.
Her infamous 1985 pan of the nine-hour
Holocaust documentary, Shoah, which she
found “exhausting”, continues to reverberate.

Hitting all these bullet points and more,
Garver sacrifices depth for breadth, squeezing
insome of the hurt feelings and lingering griev-
ances that Kaelleft behind. The director David
Lean even confesses he stopped working fora
time after Kael and others lambasted him in
person for Ryan’s Daughter. Commenters al-
low that she could be cruel; yet you don’t have
toagree with Renata Adler’s brutal 1980 take-
down of Kael to wish that Garver had paid
more attention to her alleged plagiarism and
the questionable ethics of her interactions with
filmmakers and fledgling writers whose work
she sought to influence.

“She made Scorsese with her review of
Mean Streets,” one contributor claims, butit’s at
least equally true that the movies made her.
Yet this nostalgia for a possibly misremem-
bered past in which critics wielded life-or-
death clout hovers insistently over What She
Said. And it’s clear that Kael herself bought into
that belief and felt justified in bullying artists
whorejected her advice: she considered it her
jobto guide them.

“Inthe end of the game, what Pauline Kael
promoted wasn’t film,” the filmmaker Paul
Schrader says, wryly.“It was her.” NYT

every year. In other words, any plan to
clean the Ganga must not focus on
Varanasi or Prayag, but right up there in
the headwaters near Gangotri.

After congratulating former Chief
Economic Adviser Arvind Subramanian for
“leaving at the right time” after a quiet
term, and then returning at the right time,
actuated by his conscience, Swaraj Express
turned to a much more spirited story: the
six-month course in Bhoot Vidya (Spook
Science), which will be offered to doctors
by Banaras Hindu University’s Ayurveda
Department from next month. The issue is
not the course, which aims to augment
analysis and medication with traditional
regimens in cases of alleged possession
(which are not uncommon), but with its
name. Since it is a scientific course, won-
dered Vinod Dua, isn’t a taxonomy of
spooks required first? How does one dis-
tinguish between secular spooks, liberal
spooks, fundamentalist spooks, Dalit
spooks and marginalised spooks? The
question that would have boggled the
minds of Darwin and Linnaeus, both.

pratik.kanjilal@expressindia.com
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

CROSSWORD 4000
CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

ACROSS DOWN

1 Pulllegabout beingin bed 1 Beasocially-acceptable
that’s untidy (10) lover (4)

6 Utterly rude and cross (4) 2 Putoutfire(9)

10 Set sail on Eastern passage (5) 3 Putoilonsome

11 Paysliars to make a crane levers(5)
complaint (9) 4 They have no settled

12 Encouraging applause? (8) occupation (7)

13 German city shows unusual 5 Angered - or could be
sense(5) angered (7)

15 Their accounts may 7 Deserted place of
beallatsea(7) refreshment? (5)

17 Anumber agreed to be
corrected, being humble (7)

19 Wentinto liquidation when
working hard?(7)

21 Small things that cause a lot
of ill-feeling (7)

22 Flier appears to stealin(5)

24 Useful people showing
diplomacy in studies (8)

27 Questions are asked when
such a group activity is
broadcast (5,4)

28 Not here again after the start(5)

29 Formerly in older style (4)

30 Ourrespect will be misplaced
for such an oppressor (10)

8 Don'tallow tosucceed? (10)
9 Beingsoone may
react rashly with
unusualill-grace (8)
14 Sign for a missing letter (10)
16 Snare ten squirming fish (8)
18 Ashareinthe plot(9)
20 Possibly cleared to authorise
dividend payment(7)
21 They prohibit flags (7)
23 It'sgood in France and
America to get extra
money (5)
25 Athenian garret (5)
26 Decapitated their
sonmay be (4)

Solutions Crossword 3999: Across: 1 Weather, 5 Scrum, 8 Samarkand, 9 Men, 10
Etch, 12 Learning, 14 Ronald, 15 Wander, 17 Idolater, 18 Kris, 21 Era, 22 Underhand,
24 Title, 25 Pelican.Down: 1 Waste, 2 Aim, 3 Herb, 4 Reamer, 5 Side road, 6

Remainder, 7 Manager, 11 Consonant, 13 Pleasure, 14 Raiment, 16 Held up, 19 Sudan,

200ral,23 Arc.

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 5s
Instructions
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to Tosolve a Sudoku puzzle,
therespective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get o every digitfrom1to9
the answer for the given quip. N must appear in each of the
Thepenisthe____ofthe__.-Horace (6....4) o nine vertical columns, in
< each of the nine horizontal
MVEIO EIMMDU = rows and ineach of the
¢ nine boxes.
o
(]
AENNT AAENGM =) DifficultyLevel
7 1s =Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s =
9JBIOH - “puru 343 Jo angu0) oy st uad 3y [ :1omsuy Genius
ADOVNVIN ‘NNIAAIN INANV ‘AIAON :NOLLOTOS
DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (CENTRAL)-I
NEAR UGR & BPS RAMLILA GROUND
JLN MARG, NEW DELHI-110002.
PRESS NIT NO. 63 (2019-20)
S. Name of work Estimated Cost Date of release of Last Date/Time for
No. in Rs. tender on e- receipt of tender through

01 Improvement of old and damaged 600mm dia R 33,15,803.00

Peripheral sewer line from MCD School,
Turkman Gate to gali Sapru under EE
(Central)-1, AC-21.

procurement solution e-procurement solution

27/12/2019 06.00 PM 06/01/2020
onwards Tender ID : upto 03:00 PM
2019_DJB_186579_2

Further detail in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.govt.in

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 728/2019-20

Sd/-
EE(Central) - |

SOLUTION SUDOKU 4072
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DAY TODAY

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
For once your chart
favours speculation,
soif you'rein the
mood for a flutter [
can see you coming out on top.
It may be an emotional risk
that’s on your mind, in which
case you may proceed with
confidence. However, the pre-
condition is that you always try
to see the world through
partners’ eyes.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
It would be the
easiest thing in the
world for you to
blame other people
for current worries. Yet you
may be partly responsible
yourself, largely on account of
your failure to say what you're
really feeling. If somebody is to
be honest with you, you need
to play fair with them.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
It is time once again
to don your
commander’s hatin
readiness for the
battles to come. You may be
very confident, for future
conflicts have already been
rehearsed. You'll therefore
know exactly what's going on
before it happens. At least,
that's the theory.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
We come round to
the time of month
when home and
family affairs

must take the highest

priority. Rather than
squander a celestial
opportunity, you should look
around and see what
improvements are necessary
to maintain harmonious
relationships.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
It's a time for travel
and commu-
nication. Pick up
that phone, write
those letters, take
that trip and get in touch.
Financial discussions and
decisions seem to be crucial.
Wherever you are, whatever
you're doing, you'll get
nowhere unless you've got the
facts straight.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
You've done well,
but it may be some
time yet before you
are able to pursue

your most personal goals. If

you're the type to plan ahead,
set yourself a nine-month
schedule. As for now,

just get on and enjoy

current relationships for all

they're worth.
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BY PETER VIDAL

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
You're in control
today. The only
drawback may be a
tendency to be

rather too emotional. Creative

pleasures and social
enjoyment both have their
place, but deep inside you're
looking for something else,
something more meaningful.

Hang on to your sense

of humour.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
The general
planetary set-up
may not be perfect,
butitis very

fortunate. Be sure to spend as

much time as you need by
yourself, for your spiritual
batteries need recharging. Set
your sights on solid long-term
improvements at home, and
don’t let negative attitudes put
you off.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Throughout the
coming months you
will have to reform
and clarify your

opinions and attitudes.

Friendly contacts over the next

two days will give you an idea

of how other people think, so
look, listen and learn. You
might discover something to
your advantage.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
It would be wiser to
avoid situations
which make you
tense or uneasy. On

the other hand, it is true that

the stars are on your side,
bringing an air of worthwhile
achievement and a feeling of
goodwill whenever you

take the right steps. Your

conscience will be your guide.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
You may find it
possible to forget
about emotional
traumas. If so, you're

lucky, for it will be easier to

relax and enjoy today’s
positive romantic and social
trends. Settle your spending
plans over the next few days,
and make your intentions
abundantly clear.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Thoughts and
dreams will merge
in your bountiful
imagination. You

may know what you think, but

what do you feel? Today’s stars
are splendid for all poets and
painters but, if you're pursuing
practical measures, think
before you act, otherwise you'll
probably pick up the wrong
end of the stick.

NOTICEBOARD CORPORATE ASSOCIATE DIARY APPOINTMENTS, MOVEMENTS, CELEBRATIONS, HONOURS

ANNIVERSARY-SSB

The grand campus of 25th Battalion,Ghitorni, New Delhi, was
jubilant as Amit Shah, Minister of Home Affairs,inspected the
56th Anniversary day parade of SSB along with KR Chandra,
IPS, DG, SSB.

MoS-CWGC

CWC signed the MoS with FCWCEUSs for revision of wages of-
Group C & D employees w.e.f. 01.01.2017, in presence of AK
Shrivastava, MD/CWG;S Charles, Dir. (Fin.)/CWC, RK Sinha, Dir.
(Personnel)/CWG & other office bearers of the Union.

MUSEUM-PUNJABI ACADEMY

Deputy CM Manish Sisodia laid the Foundation of amultimedia
Museum and Library at Dilli Haat, Janakpuri, with Jarnail Singh,
VC,Punjabi Academy, Delhi, in presence of hundreds of citizens
from Sikhcommunity.

EVENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, LAUNCHES, CSR INITIATIVES, APPOINTMENTS,

SEMINAR-SCOPE

SCOPEorganized a national seminar on Challenges & Manage-
ment of Arbitration, inauguratedby MoS for HI & PE & Mo-
S,Parliamentary Affairs, AR Meghwal. He also released Spec-
ial Issue of SCOPE’s KALEIDOSCOPE magazine on Arbitration.

MoU-SAIL

SAIL has signed a MoUwith NHA, GOI, for empanelment of
SAIL Hospitals under PM-JAY, at itsheadquarters in New Delhi
recently. The MoU was signed between CGM, SAIL &GM
(Hospital Networking & Quality Assurance), NHA, PMJAY.

AWARD-0BC

OBChas received the runner-up award among all PSBs in
India. Award was receivedfrom AM Khan, Hon’ble Gov-
ernor of Kerala, by ED Balakrishna Alse S and Circle-
head CV Rao.

FELICITATION-NHPC

NK Jain, Dir.(Personnel) NHPC, felicitated members of the
NHPC Badminton Team for their sterlingperformance in
24th Inter CPSU Badminton Tournament held at Thyagraj
Stadium,New Delhi.

MoU-NBCC

NBCC has recently signed a MoU with OTPCL, Bhubaneshwar,
to carry out civil construction & various developmental works
of Thermal Power Plant of OTPCL. It was signed by NK Shah,
Dir. (Projects), NBGC, & Bhavani Panda, CEQ, OTPCL.

AWARD- MOIL

MOIL's Gumgaon Mine and Ukwa Minebagged winner’s tro-
phy at National Safety Awards for "Longest AccidentFree Pe-
riod" Category for 2016. The Award was presented by M
VenkaiahNaidu, Hon'ble VP GOI.

NEW PLANT-PRPC

Recently, SMVaidya, Dir. (Refineries), IndianQil, laid the
foundation stone for eco-friendly2-G Ethanol Plantin pres-
ence of Sanjaya Bhatnagar, ED (PRPC), GC Sikder, CGM
(In-charge),and senior officials & PRPC Collectives.

CONVENTION-BHEL

A large-scalecustomers’ meet was inaugurated by Chief
Guest Tej Veer Singh, Dir. (NSPCL), ED(HEEP) Sanjay Gulati &
ED (SSBG) P Nagamanickam by lighting the ceremoniallamp
at BHEL Haridwar complex.

CSR-STATE BANK OF INDIA

State Bank of India, Local Head Office, New Delhi, organizeda
programme under CSR at EDMC Primary School, Hasanpur,
Delhi. Vijuy Ronjan, CGIM,Delhi Circle, planted a sapling and
distributed prizes.

PERFORMANCE-AAI

AAI-AFS has shown its strong performance in 2nd AIFSG
held recently at Lucknow, competing against 800 athletes of
24 differentfire service organizations which included State
Fire Services, Private Airports& PSUS.

BHEL has successfully commissioned the first Lignite-
based 500 MW thermal unit ofthe 2x500 MW Neyveli New
Thermal Power Project in Tamil Nadu. Significantly,this is
country’s first lignite-fired 500 MW power plant. Located in
Cuddaloredistrict of Tamil Nadu, the project is owned by
NLCIL. The second unit of theproject is also in an advanced
stage of commissioning. The key equipment forthe project
has been manufactured by BHEL at its Haridwar, Trichy,
Hyderabad, Ranipet,Bhopal & Bengaluru works, while the
construction of the plant wasundertaken by the company's
Power Sector - Southern Region, Chennai.

BSF The 49th DG Level Border Co-ordination Conf-
erencebetween BSF (India) and BGB (Bangladesh) is being
organized by BSF at New Delhiw.e.f. 25th to 30thDec 2019.
During this conference, 10-member delegation of Indiaheaded
by Vivek Johri, DG, BSF, along with senior officials of the
Ministry ofExternal Affairs and other Law Enforcement
Agencies will meet 11 members of BGBheaded by Gen Md
Shafeenul Islam, BGBM (Bar) ndc, psc, DG,Border Guard
Bangladesh. The Bangladesh delegation reached New Delhi
on 25th Dec 2019. The delegation will be in India for four days
from 26th to 30th Dec 2019.

APPOINTMENT

SYNDICATE BANK Abhay Kumar, GM,

Syndicate Bank, has joined as new Zonal-

Manager of Delhi Zone recently. He has

been transferred from Corporate Office

Bangalore. Prior to this assignment, he

was serving as GM Marketing at Corporate Office, Bangalore. He
has also worked in different capacities indifferent verticals.

MOVEMENTS, CELEBRATIONS
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Watch out for the ‘study abroad’ industry that is luring our kids

When we do something because everybody else is
doing it, then it is problematic. It is like getting on a
treadmill which is not going to get us anywhere

BY SHELJA SEN

OVERTHE past decade, we have been observ-
ing an alarming trend in cities - the growing
obsession of sending our children abroad af-
ter school. As soon as they enter the middle
school, pressure builds on the parents to start
“planning their children’s future”.

Agencies are mushrooming all over the
country that promise “a brighter and success-
ful future” for your child. All that you have to
do is enrol them into these mightily expen-
sive factories with neat assembly lines of
PSATs, SATs, ACTs, APs that will churn them
out, stamped with top university labels. What
is there not to like?

[ think the whole concept is highly prob-
lematic if you think about the fortune that
gets spent by the vulnerable and anxious par-
ents who are willing to do anything to ensure
their children’s future. And the stress on the
students who have to keep up with these
classes along with their regular school, home-

work, exams and tuitions. Not to mention the
unethical practices that infest most of these
“future building factories.” It is an unspoken
fact that many of them will write the stu-
dents’ statement of purpose (SOP), common
application essay, prepare their portfolios -
ensured admission to top colleges abroad for
aprice.

One thing which is highly disturbing, if
not a little amusing, is the way students are
being pushed to take part in social initiatives
and service so that they can get admission in
a good college which looks for students who
are socially aware. There is a rush for mean-
ingless internships, shady project work and
even NGOs being floated and abandoned af-
ter admission. There is something problem-
atic with that as social initiatives cannot be-
come a means to an end - they need to be at
the core of all meaningful education and not
just a tick mark.

Then, of course, we have so many stu-
dents, especially from smaller towns who get
caught in the racket of fake universities,
diploma mills and the subsequent loss of
huge amounts of money and deportation.

As part of the research for this article, I
asked a group of high school students what
they thought universities abroad were look-
ing for in students? “Money,” was their quick
answer in a chorus! Jokes aside, studying
abroad has become a money churning indus-
try.lalso have to state that taking a unilateral
perspective on such a complex issue is not
fair. The ridiculously high cut-offs for Indian

15 diet mantras for
the New Year

Some tips on how to stick to a healthy diet and
make it a way of life in the coming year

BY IsH1 KHOSLA

THE ‘YEAR end'is here, along with new year
vows, waiting to be broken sooner than
later! Isit possible to make your diet reso-
lutions in the new year actually work for
you? The answer is surprisingly a ‘yes'".

With theright approach todiet, itis pos-
sible to make it a permanent part of your
life. If you adopt the following tips, there is
agood chance that you can make your diet
a partner for life.

The word 'diet’ actually comes froman
ancient Greekword that means 'amode of
living'. It refers to the overall sum of the food
consumed by a person. Even though the
term has been used by the weight-loss in-
dustry, it has nothing to do with weight
loss/ gain. It means quite literally a way of
life. If one goes “on*“ and “off* diets, there is
no long-term benefit fromit.

The first and most important way of
keeping toadietis toredefine it. It must be
something you can do and live with. Only
then can it be sustained. Of course, one
needs to establish both short-term and
long-term goals.

15 DIET MANTRAS FORTHE NEW YEAR:
1. Remove or restrict addictive foods
(sugar, wheat protein, milk protein, caffeine
and chemical additives). Avoid sugars,
sweets, sweetened beverages and fruit
juices. These are barriers in your journey

2. Introduce enzyme-rich live foods,
and raw foods like vegetables and fruits.

3. Address nutritional deficiencies
(magnesium, calcium, vitamin D, Vitamin
B-12,Iron, folic acid, chromium etc).

4. Ensure adequate protein and good
fats (desi ghee, butter, virgin coconut oil,
olive oil, nuts, seeds and avocado).

5. Ensure fibre-rich foods: vegetables,
fruits, seeds, whole pulses,lentils and
cereals.

[0-10 YEARS]

6. Minimise refined flours, choose un-
polished rice and millets.

7.Address adverse reactions to food and
food sensitivities to items such as wheat,
dairy etc.

8.Chew well and eat slowly.

9. Hydrate well: It helps to get rid of tox-
ins from the body and calms the nervous
system.

10. Regular physical activity helps bal-
ance hormones and keeps energy levels
high.

11. Yoga and meditation relaxes the
mind, which helps in controlling eating be-
haviour.

12. Fasting also helps rid the body of
toxic waste and energises the body.

13. It rebalances the body and restores
functionality.

14. Mindful eating: Eating with
awareness and focus on what you choose
helps make better food choices. A food
diary helps immensely to track your eat-
ing patterns.

15.Seek professional helpif needed and
be regular with routine checkups.

These tips individually and collectively
help to not only keep to your diet, but also
bring adequate nutrition and promote
good health and wellObeing. It helps reduce
cravings, appetite and changes your palette.
Once this happens, there is no need for
fighting with your will-power. Your diet be-
comes easy to sustain over time..

Authoris a clinical nutritionist and founder
of www.theweightmonitor.com
and Whole Foods India

Apps may help children learn ABCs and 123s

INTERACTIVE EDUCATIONAL apps may be able
to help young children master early academic
skills like math and reading, a research review
suggests. The analysis of results from
previous studies found that normally-
developing kids who use interactive
educational apps may be better at
recognising and writing numbers and
letters. But this didn’t appear to hold
true for passive screen time, and it also
doesn’t suggest kids should have unlimited ac-
cess to smartphones and tablets, the study
team notes. “There is somewhat consistent ev-

idence across studies that game-based educa-
tional apps targeting early academic skills, like
early math skills, have the potential to support
learning children,” said researchers.
Researchers examined results from 35
earlier studies, with a total of 4,639
participants, that looked at develop-
mental outcomes associated with in-
teractive apps. Researchers did find
some evidence that interactive apps
helped with math and reading skills, particu-
larly with early building blocks like counting
and sounding out simple words. REUTERS

colleges, archaic academic structures and
rigidity of their curriculum pushes a lot of
young people and parents to consider col-
leges abroad.

Let’s try to take a balanced view and con-
sider different perspectives. | would suggest
thatread italong with your children and then
do some brainstorming;:

On the one hand

M Education system - our Indian pedagogi-
cal system focuses primarily on rote learning
and mindless cramming of knowledge. There
is not much scope for thinking, questioning,
reflecting and exploring education in a dy-
namic way. Some new colleges in India are
doing this too, but they are few and far be-
tween.

M Choices - most universities, especially in

[llustration: Suvajit Dey

the US, let students take unusual combina-
tions, for example, biology and music, med-
icine and film studies, computer application
and media. It makes so much more sense
rather than putting students iniron-clad sci-
ence, humanities and commerce streams.

M International exposure - they get to meet
students from across the world, learn about
other cultures, languages and open their
minds to so many different world-views and
global perspectives.

M Facilities - most well-known international
universities have brilliant libraries, tutorials,
clubs, societies, and learning support for stu-
dents with learning disabilities.

B Growth potential — in our culture, we tend
to de-skill our children in terms of independ-
ent living skills. Leaving home, fending for
themselves and learning to manage every-

thing from their finances, studies to washing,
cleaning, cooking has a huge potential for
growth.

On the other hand

M Preparedness - there are some young peo-
ple who are ready to take this step and there
are some who are not. They do not have the
necessary “executive skills” (persistence, time
management, organisational skills, goal per-
sistence, etc) or the bandwidth to manage the
level of responsibilities. Till school, we might
provide them with a heavy scaffolding, butin
college, they will be expected to manage on
their own. I have seen many students who
were suspended from college or had toleave
as they could not cope. I have also met many
students who were emotionally not ready for
such adrastic move. Sense of isolation, social
and emotional difficulties led to severe de-
pression and anxiety problems, due to which
they had to leave college midway.

M The illusion of 'western education’ - many
times, students and parents get lured by fancy
brochures and websites, where the accept-
ance rate is high and the fees relatively low.
It’s only after some time, when they have paid
up, that they start seeing the cracks in the
shiny surface. So, make sure you do sound re-
search before paying up.

M Location - one of the students applying
abroad explained to me that it was very im-
portant for her to choose a university which
was in a big city as she could not think of be-
ing in a place which was far removed from
the hub of life. Very few people like to be in
secluded placesin a strange country as these
places also might end up being more provin-
cial and racist.

B Money - for parents who have enough re-
sources, sending their children to universi-

ties abroad is a non-issue. And then there
might be many who get scholarship or opt to
take a student loan as they are getting a rare
opportunity to study in a brilliant college that
would open up possibilities. But do think
through if this option will only lead to drain-
ing of your savings and burden of loans.

M Herd mentality — when we do something
because everybody else is doing it, then it is
problematic. It is like getting on a treadmill
which is not going to get us anywhere. Most
students are just exploring their areas of inter-
est in college and might not pursue it for the
rest of their life. Students in science might go
into design, or the ones doing law might
switch to film making. Elizabeth Gilbert, the
famous writer, described how some people
are like jackhammers.

They focus intensely on one thing, diving
indeep and tuning out any other pursuit. But
others are like hummingbirds, flitting from
flower to flower - letting curiosity lead them
from one interest to another - and making
the world a better place by cross-pollinating
various interests with their unique contribu-
tion. We need more of hummingbirds and
not just jackhammers.

Young people who are curious, who are
willing to experiment, play around, question
and not decide too early who they are, what
they want to be and how they want to live
their life. College is not going to determine
their future and it is not their final destina-
tion but just one step in the multiple, criss-
crossing paths they will navigate through
their lives.

(Dr Shelja Sen is therapist, writer and
co-founder of Children First, a child &
adolescent mental health institute)

write to shelja.sen@childrenfirstindia.com

Getty Images

A decade of fitness: What we know
& what we need to find out

GRETCHENREYNOLDS

FOR THE past 10 years (and change), [ have
been covering exercise science in this column.
During that time, | have seen interest in high-
intensity exercise soar and enthusiasm for
barefoot running fizzle. We have learned con-
tracting muscles talk to baby neurons, creativ-
ity blooms from walking,a minute of exertion
canbeample,agingis elasticand achubby dog
may be our best exercise motivator. With 2019
ending, I thought it worthwhile to look back
at some of the persistent themes, revelations
and surprises from the past decade in fitness.

Perhaps most obviously, this has been a
decade of greatest HIITs, with multiple stud-
ies and subsequent columns reiterating that
super-short, strenuous workouts — knownas
high-intensity interval training — improve fit-
ness and health to about the same extent as
much longer, more moderate exercise. Since
2010, I have covered seven-minute, four-
minute, one-minute, 20-second and 10-sec-
ond interval routines, with each workout’sde-
clining length increasing its allure. For many
of us, the exercise of choice may be the briefest.
At the same time, though, a wealth of other
studies this decade underscored that gentle

exercise is also meaningful, even if it barely
qualifies as exercise. In one of my favorite stud-
ies from this year, researchers found that older
women who regularly strolled about two
miles a day, or a little more than 4,000 steps,
lived longer than women who covered only
about 2,000 steps, or amile.

In fact, arecurring concern of exercise sci-
ence this decade has been whether and how
exercise reshapes ageing, and the results gen-
erally suggest that it does — and pervasively.
Invarious recent studies, active older people’s
muscles, immune systems, blood cells and
even skinappeared biologically younger than
those of sedentary people.

Their brains also tended to look and work
differently. In what may be, for me, the most in-
spiring area of fitness research from the past
decade, scientists have found and reaffirmed
the extent to which movement, of almost any
kind and amount, may remake how we think
and feel. In one study after another, physical
activity beneficially remodeled the brains of
children and the middle-aged; lowered peo-
ple’srisks for dementia or, if dementia had al-
ready begun, slowed memory loss; and in-
creased brain volume, tissue health and the
quality of connections between neurons and
different portions of the brain.

SHORT COURSE

[10-20 YEARS]

Injuries in early adulthood may hasten arthritis

YOUNG ADULTS who have had knee injuries
are much more likely than uninjured peers to
develop arthritis in the knee by middle age,
especially if they have broken bones
or torn connective tissue, a recent
study suggests. Researchers followed
almost 150,000 adults ages 25 to 34,
including about 5,200 with a history
of knee injuries, for almost two
decades. Compared to people who
never had knee injuries, those who did were
nearly six times as likely to develop knee os-
teoarthritis during the first 11 years of follow-

up, with more than triple the risk over the next
eightyears. “Injuries that occur inside the knee
joint, for example in the meniscus or cruciate
ligament, may alter the biomechani-
calloading patterns in the knee,” said
a researcher.“Such injuries may lead
to an ‘imbalance’ in force transmis-
sions inside the knee joint, conse-
quently overloading the joint carti-
lage and leading to increased risk of
developing osteoarthritis, compared to in-
juries that mainly affect the outside of the
knee joint, such as contusions”. REUTERS

Exercise also seems able to buoy moods far
more than most of us, including scientists,
might have expected 10 years ago.In observa-
tional studies, physically active people proved
to be much less likely to develop depression
or anxiety than sedentary people, no matter
what types of activities they chose.

Walking, jogging, gardening, weight train-
ing, swimming, biking, hiking or even rising
from an office or living room chair often and
strolling across the room seemed to make peo-
ple happier and less prone to mood problems
than remaining still.

And in mice, exercise changed the inner
workings of some of their neurons in ways that
then made them less excitable and less prone
to patterns of biochemical activity associated
with anxiety. Exercise made their cells and
brains calmer. One of the other big themes of
exercise science in the 2010s is that bodies in
motion seem to develop interior ecosystems
that differ, in fundamental ways, from those
of the sedentary. People who exercise harbour
different types and amounts of proteinsin their
bloodstreams, for instance, even if they have
not been working out recently, and these pat-
terns of proteins may play a role in reducing
risks for metabolic problems such as diabetes
or heart disease.

[20-50 YEARS]

But many questions remain unanswered
about the cellular effects of exercise through-
out the body. It’s also unknown whether
changes at the cellular level differ depending
on factors like how much and in what fashion
we exercise, our age, our health history and
whether we happen tobe aman,awomanor
amouse.

[ also look forward to researchers refining
more precisely justhow much —or little — ex-
ercise we need, and whether those needs dif-
fer as we age or if wish to deploy exercise to
fend off or treat specific conditions, such as
high blood pressure, diabetes or a family his-
tory of weight problems.

I hope, too, that scientists might eventu-
ally help us to better understand why, with
everything we know about the benefits of ex-
ercise, so few of us manage to get up and work
out regularly. But there could be hope in redi-
recting our focus. In what may be the most
charming fitness study of the 2010s, seden-
tary dog owners who had been reluctant to
exercise but were told by their veterinarians
that their pets were too heavy and indanger of
health problems increased both theirownand
their pets’ walking times.

Happy, healthy 2020 to you, your family
and any furry workout partners. NYT

People with restricted diets likely to feel lonely

HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS oftenrevolve around
eating, but people with restricted diets are
more likely to feel lonely when they can't share
inwhat others are eating, according to
astudy. Across seven studies and con-
trolled experiments, the researchers
at Cornell University in the US found
that food restrictions -- due to aller-
gies, health issues or religious or cul-
tural norms — predicted loneliness
among both children and adults. "Despite be-
ing physically present with others, having a
food restriction leaves people feeling left out

because they are not able to take partin bond-
ing over the meal," said a researcher. The study
offers the first evidence that having a food re-
striction causes increased loneliness.
When restricted from sharing in a
meal, people suffer "food worries."
Those worries generated a degree of
loneliness comparable to that re-
ported by unmarried or low-income
adults, and stronger than that experi-
enced by schoolchildren who were not native
English  speakers, according to
the research. PTI
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Boxing DAy TEests

5am: Australia vs New Zealand,
1.30pm: South Africa vs England
Live on Sony Six

Captain Agarwal digs in, Hyderabad fight to take match to fourth day

SANDIPG
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 27

HYDERABAD’S COMEBACK on Friday was as
magnificent as it was futile. Futile because
they still require a miracle to defend the pal-
try target of 84 runs, and Delhi have already
chalked off 24 runs without losing a wicket.
But it was magnificient because the visitors
bounced back from 97 for 6 in the morning
when an innings defeat was looking a mere
eventuality. They would add 201 more runs
to fight another day.

At the heart of their revival was the skip-
per and opening batsman Tanmay Agarwal,
who scored a sterling century, dispelling sev-
eral doubts regarding both his batsmanship
and leadership that had surfaced at the start
of the season. Several former players were
indignant that Agarwal was preferred over a
more experienced B Sandeep, after Akshath
Reddy had relinquished the captaincy to fo-
cus on his batting at the end of last season.
Besides, they feared it would hamper his bat-
ting — juggling opening duties and manag-
ing men could be burdensome (though some
of the most successful skippers in Test cricket
have been openers, the likes of Mark Taylor,
Graeme Smith and Andrew Strauss to name

afew).Maybe, it was the leadership letdown
on the first two days that spurred Agarwal to
register his most trenchant first-class hun-
dred yet, his eighth in 67 innings.

Late on the second day, Ishant Sharma had
him ruffled him with a short-ball barrage, be-
sides repeatedly beating him. But batting for
close to four hours for his 154-ball 103, the
25-year-old left-hander illustrated a rare abil-
ity to reset his batting approach. On Friday
morning, he dutifully dugin, playing each ball
on its merits, displaying the patience, sound
judgment and precise footwork that is asso-
ciated with that role. Later, he would show
his daring side with a raft of feisty pull shots
and flicks, spreading 15 fours evenly around
Kotla and smearing a six over long-on.

His self-assurance in handling Ishant was
staggering. There was a feisty little duel after
lunch. Realising that Ishant doesn’t swerve
the ball too much into the left-handers, he
took a middle stump guard and shuffled
across to cover the line of his off-stump. The
shuffle dispirited Ishant, who began fluffing
his lines, before getting wider and then
shorter. The short-pitched deliveries were not
only dealt adeptly but punished emphatically.
Atone point, Ishant stationed a deep fine-leg
and deep square-leg, both not far from each
other, but Agarwal still pierced the gap. Ishant

over-compensated with fuller deliveries,
which were crisply driven down the ground.
The Indian pacer seemed to have exhausted
his resources.

With Ishant defanged and his colleagues
deflated on a dry surface, Delhi panicked.
They had their foot on the Hyderabad throat
after an hour’s play, but they could not keep
it there for long. They shuffled the bowlers,
even resorting to part-time offie Lalit Yadav,
who was duly plundered for plenty. Fielders
moved around, finally settling for five men
prowling the ropes at one stage. Agarwal
stole easy singles and doubles. It was per-
haps then that they missed the services of
the injured left-arm seamer Pawan Suyal, es-
pecially as he moves the ball naturally into
the left-handers. In the Hyderabad dugout,
there was finally something to cheer, and the
rippling applause whenever he scored a
boundary or reached a landmark grew only
louder as the sun began to retreat.

Even more enthusiastically during the
entertaining 60-run stand with Mehdi
Hassan, the left-arm spinner. Hassan’s 62-
ball 71 wasn’t strewn by heaves and slogs, as
you'd expect from a No 9, but by undiluted
enthusiasm, flair, and some classical cover-
driving and stoic defending.

But then came a cruel blow. A clumsy

mix-up ended Agarwal’s vigil. Even after
Agarwal’s exit, Hyderabad piled on the runs.
With Ravi Kiran, who perhaps stroked the
most delightful of cover-drives in this match,
Hassan added 34 in no time.

Such was the contagious effect of their
comeback that pacers Mohammad Siraj and
Ravi Kiran bowled robust spells to Kunal
Chandela and Shikhar Dhawan, only that
their efforts didn’t yield a breakthrough or
two that might have intrigued the match.
Siraj twice had Dhawan pinged on the pads,
and he did appeal imploringly, only for the
umpire to remain unmoved. Kiran cranked
up the speeds and drew Chandela to stiff-
legged prodding. An edge, though, eluded.
They cursed their luck.

But their perilous position in the game
was self-inflicted—pinned down to their
shoddy batting in the first innings.No
amount of resistance would have reversed
their fortunes once they were shot out for 69.
Hence, even as Agarwal and Hassan were
sparking hopes of an unlikely heist, there was
a magnificent futility about their labours.
BRIEF SCORE (DAY 3): Delhi 284 & 24 for 0
vs Hyderabad 69 & 298 (T Agarwal 103, K
Sumanth 32, TThyagarajan 34, M Hassan 71;
Ishant Sharma 4 for 89, Simarjeet Singh 3 for
80). Delhi require 60 runs more to win.

Delhi U-23 players ‘harass’ women at
X-mas party in Kolkata, sent home

SHAMIK CHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA, DECEMBER 27

TWO DELHI Under-23 cricketers have
been sent back home for alleged miscon-
duct during a Christmas party at a
Kolkata hotel, ahead of the team’s CK
Nayudu Trophy match against Bengal.
According to a Delhi & Districts Cricket
Association (DDCA) official, further dis-
ciplinary action against the cricketers will
be taken after receiving the team man-
ager’s report.

The incident happened at a Kolkata
hotel where the Delhi team are staying.
According to DDCA sources, the crick-
eters went to a Christmas party there and
chased a couple of women, they followed
them to their rooms and they were con-
stantly “harassing” them knocking their
doors. The women complained to the ho-
tel reception and on the same evening,

Ticket collector snares Mumbai stars

Posted at the New Delhi station, Railways pacer Himanshu Sangwan scalps five to help team record 10-wicket win

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 27

MUMBAI RAN out of steam and Railways
registered their first-ever outright win over
the 41-times Ranji Trophy champions. The
day's hero was pacer Himanshu Sangwan,
a 24-year-old ticket collector presently
posted at the New Delhi Railway Station. It
was his decisive second innings spell of
5/60 that went along way in embarrassing
the star-studded Mumbai team in their
own backyard, the storied Wankhede
Stadium.

After Mumbai were all out for 198,
Railways raced passed the winning target
of 47 runs without losing a wicket. A 10-
wicket win against Mumbai wasn't ex-
pected of a team that had lost by an innings
to Saurashtra in the last round.

As for Sangwan, he wouldn't be forget-
ting this game in a hurry. After getting the
wickets of India's bright young batsmen
Prithvi Shaw and Siddhesh Lad on
Thursday, he added three more to this tally
today. Among his Day 3 scalps was the
prized wicket of India's frontline Test bats-
man Ajinkya Rahane.

The day had started with Mumbai re-
suming at 64/3. With skipper Suryakumar
Yadav and Rahane walking out to bat, the
home team were very much in the game.
But in the second over of the day, Railways
nosed ahead. Rahane nicked a Sangwan de-
livery behind the stumps and Railways had
a whiff of victory.

Suryakumar and Aditya Tare would add
64 runs for the fifth wicket before the
Railway seamers T Pradeep struck. He had
Tare caught behind for 14. This was fol-
lowed by another crucial blow by the visi-
tors — this time by Railways skipper Karn
Sharma. The one-time India leggie had
Yadav bowled. Mumbai never recovered
from the loss of Rahane and Yadav and the
team couldn't cross 200.

Attacking the stumps

Sangwan later revealed his team's game
plan was to bowl stump-to-stump. They
banked on the Mumbai batsmen to play
their stroke and make mistakes. The
Wankhede green top helped the pacers all
day long and this made things difficult for
the Mumbai batsmen.

Talking about his early days, Sangwan
said that he started pursuing serious cricket
after watching the Virat Kohli side win the
under-19 World Cup in 2008. What caught
the young boy's eye was the pacer with him
he shared a second name — Pradeep
Sangwan. Like the Delhi left-arm pacer, he
too wanted to run in fast and bowl pace.

He was so driven that he shifted base to
Najafgarh, a Delhi suburb made famous by
India great Virendra Sehwag. It was also the
place that Pradeep Sangwan called home.

“I had this reassuring thought that if
Pradeep Sangwan can make it to the Indian
team why can't Himanshu Sangwan.
Somehow I felt that I needed to be in
Najafgarh to make it big. I rented a house
there and till date I stayed there. The house
owner is like my family now. I met
Sangwan and he told me thatI had itin me
to play top grade cricket,” says Sangwan,
whose family is from Rajasthan.

Hours after the game, Sangwan could-
n't stop talking about the Rahane wicket. “I
bowled an off-stump line, hoping he will
drive. The morning condition helps pacer
at Wankhede and I was lucky that I got his
wicket,” he recalled.

Railways was Sangwan's first-choice
team. After playing for Delhi Under-19 team,
Sangwan didn't get the big break to play first
class cricket. So he switched to Railways.
After creditable showing for Railways U-23
team — he was the highest wicket-taker —
he was picked for the Ranji team.

Before he hangs up, Sangwan shares an-
other man who has been an inspiration for
him. “I have seen that MS Dhoni movie.
That shows that even a Railways TC can

Railways captain Karn Sharma, who scored a hundred in the first innings, took two wickets on Friday. P11

Among Himanshu Sangwan’s scalps
were Test batsmen Ajinkya Rahane and
Prithvi Shaw.

make it big in cricket. If he can, why can't
[?” he says.

BRIEF SCORES: Mumbai 114 & 198
(Suryakumar Yadav 65, Akash Parkar 35 not
out; H Sangwan 5 for 60) lost to Railways
266 & 47 (Mrunal Devdhar 27 not out).
Result: Railways 7 points, Mumbai 0.

Porel takes four on a truncated day

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA, DECEMBER 27

IN FAVOURABLE conditions, Ishan Porel was
superb. The young Bengal fast-medium
bowler opened the game for his team and the
kept the bonus points hope alive, even though
only 46 overs had been possible on the third
day. Andhra lost seven wickets for 110 runs
and if they fail to avoid the follow-on on the
final day, they will bat to save the game.

Overnight rain forced a delayed start of
the day. There was nip in the air, the sun
played peek-a-boo and the green Eden
Gardens pitch was a little damp to start with.
In such difficult batting conditions, Hanuma
Vihari was Andhra’s best bet. Porel, however,
removed him with the ball of the day. It
moved away off the good length, squared up
Vihari alittle, took the outside edge and went
to Manoj Tiwary at second slip.

Ricky Bhui, the man in form after his
back-to-back hundreds in the first two
matches departed for a golden duck. The ball
cut back sharply off the seam and caught him
plumb in front. Bhui was beaten for pace. On
a hat-trick, KS Bharat narrowly survived. But
Porel removed him a couple of overs later,
once again extracting seam movement that
beat the batsman’s defence and trapped him
leg-before.

Porel is in the India A squad for the up-

coming tour of New Zealand. The Eden of-
fered him New Zealand-like conditions and
he was right on the money in his first two
spells. Today, his first spell read: 12-4-24-3.1t
broke the back of Andhra’s batting. Porel’s fi-
nal spell was a little wayward, which he ad-
mitted after the day’s play. In search of some
extra yards of pace, he erred in line and length.

Porel has a natural outswinger. His in-
swing is a work in progress, but he has the
ability to make the ball straighten, bowling
from an angle. Conditions made his job a lit-
tle easier, for he and his fast-bowling part-
ners just had to hit the right line and length.
“The challenge was to not get carried away.
Discipline was the key here. We bowled well
as a unit,” Porel said.

On a previous occasion, in a Deodhar
Trophy match, he had accounted for Vihari
with abouncer. This time a full ball did the trick.
“Ifyouwant toreach the nextlevel, you have to
pick big wickets. Vihariis a current India player
and he could have taken the game away from
us. As far as big wickets are concerned, he is
(now) added to the list after Parthiv Patel,
Shubman Gill and Prithvi Shaw,” Porel said.

Bengal unleashed Akash Deep and the
youngster worked up good pace. But he is
still very raw and bowled on both sides of the
wicket. Andhra batsmen were too tentative
to take the advantage. In fact, some of them
didn’t look comfortable playing the fast
bowler on the front foot. Akash got his

maiden first-class wicket, when he had
Karan Shinde caught behind.

CR Gnaneshwar was a reason why
Andhra kept follow-on at arm’s length.
Against Bengal's first innings total of 289, the
visitors needed 140 to avoid it and they fin-
ished the day still 30 runs adrift, with three
wickets remaining. The Andhra opener re-
mained unbeaten on 45, facing 148 balls and
hitting only four boundaries.

After the day’s play, Porel spoke about the
rub of the green that the batsman had - play-
ing and missing several times. But on this
pitch and on such a tough batting day, any
batsman would have needed a bit of luck to
survive. Some of his leaves were top-class.
Even Porel admitted that.

Batting sub

B Ayyappa played as a ‘batting sub’ for the
injured G Manish, who sustained right shoul-
der dislocation on the first day. Concussion
subs are now legal in cricket, but a substitute
for a player who didn’t suffer a head injury
offered a novelty. Andhra manager Srinivas
Raju told this paper that he requested match
referee to allow them a substitute for the in-
jured Manish. Match referee V Narayan Kutty
agreed after getting the approval from Bengal
captain Abhimanyu Easwaran.

BRIEF SCORES: Bengal 289 vs Andhra
110/7 (CR Gnaneshwar 45 not out; Ishan
Porel 3/35)

‘Following alleged
harassment against the
cricketers, they have been
removed from the team.’

the cricketers were sent to a different ho-
tel followed by their ejection from the
team, as they were directed to return
home while their replacements arrived.

“Following alleged harassment
against the cricketers, they have been
removed from the team. The DDCA will
confirm it after getting the manager’s
report,” the DDCA official told The
Indian Express.

The four-day game between Delhi
and Bengal commenced at the JU
Campus Ground at Salt Lake on Friday.
Batting first, Delhi scored 110/4 at stumps
on Day One.

ROUND-UP

Shubman unbeaten
on’/0

Nagpur: Talented top-order batsman
Shubman Gill stroked an unbeaten
70 and spearheaded Punjab’s confi-
dent response to defending cham-
pions Vidarbha's first-innings total
of 338. Shubman struck eight fours
and a six in an unbeaten partnership
with Sanvir Singh, who moved onto
56. With an outright result all but
improbable, both teams would tus-
sle for first-innings lead.

BRIEF SCORES: Vidarbha 338 (G
Satish 145 not out; Baltej Singh 3/59,
Arshdeep Singh 3/65) lead Punjab
132 for 0in 40.1 overs.

Sanju sparkles, but
Kerala lose

Surat: Sanju Samson continued
showing his rich vein of form with a
belligerent 78 off 82 balls, but Kerala
fell 81 runs short of the target (177)
that Gujarat had set. Sanju was wag-
ing a lone battle as no one else
crossed 30, as Kerala stumbled to
their second successive defeat on
the bounce. Left-arm spinner Axar
Patel nailed four while medium-
pacer Chintan Gaja nabbed three.
BRIEF SCORES: Gujarat 127 and 210
beat Kerala 70 and 177 in 50.3 overs
(Sanju Samson 78; Axar Patel 4/50,
Chintan Gaja 3/41) by 80 runs
Points: Gujarat 6, Kerala 0

Dhawan takes 3 wkts
aftermaking 93

Mysore: Rishi Dhawan has revived
his all-round form, first by striking
93 at No 7, enabling Himachal
Pradesh to secure a crucial 114-run
lead over Karnataka. With Himachal
reeling at 122, he stabilised the in-
nings and then struck quick runs to
keep the visitors at bay. Then he re-
turned to pick three wickets for 56
runs in Karnataka’s second innings
before Karnataka fought back with
the help of Devdutt Padikkal’s un-
beaten 69 and Karun Nair’s 62.
BRIEF SCORES: Karnataka 166 &
191/3in 67 overs (Devdutt Padikkal
69*, Karun Nair 62*; Rishi Dhawan
3/56) lead Himachal Pradesh 280
(Rishi Dhawan 93, V Koushik 4/59,
P Jain 3/54) by seven runs.

MP on top despite
Natarajan fifer

Indore: Tamil Nadu left-arm
medium-pacer T Natarajan picked
five wickets to restrict Madhya
Pradesh to 333 in the first innings.
However, his efforts couldn’t redress
the inadequacies of their batsmen
as they were bundled out for 149 in
the first innings. The produced a bet-
ter effort in the second innings, rac-
ing to 177/4 at stumps, but still trail-
ing by seven wickets. A third defeat
on the trot lurks for the depleted
two-time champions.

BRIEF SCORES: Tamil Nadu 149 &
177/4 in 67 overs (KM Gandhi 66 *,
Narayan Jagadeeshan 54) trail
Madhya Pradesh 333 (Venkatesh
Iyer 88, Rameez Khan 87, Mihir
Hirwani 71; T Natarajan 5/105)in 97
overs by seven runs.

Saif scores 165, UP
take lead

Rajkot: Mohd Saif, the 23-year-old left-
hander, scored 165 to help UP gain a
massive 192-run lead over Saurashtra.
BRIEF SCORES:Saurashtra 331 trail
UP 523 (Mohd Saif 165, Akshdeep
Nath 95, Rinku Singh 71; Kamlesh
Makvana 3/98)in 167.2 overs
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England fight
back after
relentless
South African
bowling display

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
CENTURION, DECEMBER 27

VERNON PHILANDER led a relentless South
African bowling performance before England
fought back on the second day of the first Test
at Centurion's SuperSport Park on Friday.
Philander took four for 16 in 14.2 overs as
South Africa appeared to have taken control
by bowling out England for 181, a first innings
lead of 103.

But England struck hard at the start of
the second innings. South Africa were 72 for
four at the close, an overall lead of 175 on a
pitch which has proved difficult for bats-
men throughout. Philander, 34, who has an-
nounced he will retire from international
cricket at the end of the four-Test series, pro-
duced a master class of control to comple-
ment the strike power of fast bowlers
Kagiso Rabada (three for 68) and Anrich
Nortje (two for 47).

Wicketkeeper Quinton de Kock equalled
the South African Test record by holding six
catches, a feat which had been accomplished
six times before - on four occasions by new
head coach Mark Boucher. Joe Denly hit a
half-century for England after a shaky start.
He shared in partnerships of 55 for the third
wicket with captain Joe Root (29) and 72 for
the fourth wicket with Ben Stokes (35).

Denly was dropped on nought and took
28 balls to score his first run as Philander
had an opening spell of one wicket for no
runs in five overs. But Denly survived the
initial fast bowling storm and gradually as-
serted himself to make 50 off 111 balls with
nine fours.

England collapsed, however, after Denly
was caught behind off aninside edge to give
all-rounder Dwaine Pretorius his first Test
wicket. Fast bowler Anrich Nortje bowled
Jonny Bairstow for one in the next over and
then claimed the key wicket of Stokes when
he switched to bowling around the wicket
and induced a loose drive which presented
wicketkeeper Quinton de Kock with his fifth
catch of the innings.

Fired up

Nortje bowled at high pace, with a top
speed of 149kmbh. From a promising position
at 142 for three, England lost their last seven
wickets for 39 runs.

But wickets continued to fall when
South Africa batted again. James Anderson,
who dismissed Dean Elgar with the first ball
of the match on Thursday, again claimed a
wicket in his first over when Aiden
Markram played around his pads and was
leg before wicket.

Zubayr Hamza was caught by wicket-
keeper Jos Buttler down the leg side before
Elgar was caught behind for 22 off Jofra
Archer's second ball to reduce South Africa
to 29 for three.

Rassie van der Dussen appeared to have
been caught by Ben Stokes at second slip off
Sam Curran when he had five but an um-
pire's review showed the ball had bounced
just before it reached a diving Stokes. Van
der Dussen helped captain Faf du Plessis add
33 for the fourth wicket before Du Plessis,
who had hooked a fired-up Archer for six,
was caught at long leg when he played an-
other hook shot.

Van der Dussen survived to the close on
17 not out, with nightwatchman Anrich
Nortje. Archer was spoken to by the um-
pires in the penultimate over of the day af-
ter bowling two high full tosses while at-
tempting to bowl slower deliveries. The first
was no-balled.

BRIEF SCORES: South Africa 72 for 4
(Archer 2-37) and 284 lead England 181
(Denly 50, Philander 4-16) by 175 runs

PiTcH INSPECTION

South Africa all-rounder Anrich Nortje ducks under a delivery from England's Jofra Archer on Day Two of the first Test at Centurion Park, Pretoria, on Friday. AP

Headline act

Aussie pacers put NZ on backfoot after Travis Head’s century, Paine’s fifty help the home team score 467

ASSOCIATED PRESS
MELBOURNE, DECEMBER 27

TRAVIS HEAD signaled his coming of age as
a test batsman by scoring a crucial century
in Australia's first innings of 467 before New
Zealand lost two wickets late on the second
day of the second test at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground.

Head made 114 and shared a vital 150-
run partnership with skipper Tim Paine to
tilt the game firmly in Australia's favor and
then its quick bowlers ousted opener Tom
Blundell (15) and World No.3-ranked bats-
man Kane Williamson for nine to leave the
tourists in a shaky position at 44-2 off 18
overs at stumps on Friday.

After scoring seven previous half-cen-
turies, Head was able to shrug off the tag of
being wasteful by converting a good startinto
a century, but not before Neil Wagner (4-83)
had again bounced out Steve Smith (85) be-
fore lunch and trapped Paine Ibw for 79 just
after tea. It was Paine's highest score in his
18 tests as captain.

Mitchell Starc fell for one in the follow-
ing over, with Head on 99, still seeking the
second test century of his 16-match career.
The stylish left-hander settled his nerves as
he calmly reached the milestone two balls
later with a boundary to backward point.
Head took off his helmet and raised both
arms in triumph to the large appreciative
crowd, likely putting to an end recent spec-
ulation over his place in the side.

"Ihad agood sense that I was playing (this
match)soldidn'tread too muchintoit,” said
Head, who scored 56 and 5 in the first test
against New Zealand in Perth earlier this
month, but made the most of his opportu-
nity in Melbourne. "Over time you get a little
bit more mature,” he said. "(Today) was
about making sure that1go on. Going on with
it was nice."

The batsman gave credit to Paine for his

Head completed his second Test ton after tea and celebrated with emotion ona

sun-bathed afternoon at the MCG. AP

positive stroke-play in their 150-run part-
nership for the sixth wicket which swayed
the momentum strongly towards the hosts.
"It helped that Tim came out and struck the
ball as well as he did,"” Head said. "Tim plays
the hook shot and pull shot extremely well.
"It took a lot of pressure off me and the part-
nership was fantastic.”

Head, who had many uncomfortable mo-
ments against New Zealand's short-pitched
bowling tactics, was caught at cover off
Wagner's bowling for 114 off 234 deliveries,
including 12 boundaries, as Australia lost 5-
33 chasing quick runs.

Australia had resumed Friday well-set at

257-4, but for the third consecutive innings
this series, Smith couldn't manage a Wagner
short ball and was out for 85, denying the star
batsman the chance to become the first
player to score a fifth consecutive test cen-
tury at the Melbourne Cricket Ground.
After bowling 60 overs in the Perth test,
claiming 4-92 and 3-59, Wagner again un-
derscored his burgeoning reputation for per-
sistence and athleticism with another four
wicket haul from 38 overs in Melbourne.
"One of my strengths is to run in and bowl
long spells,” Wagner said after play on Friday.
"We might not be the quickest on the radar
but we are definitely some of the fittest

Mary vs Nikhat: Finally, the gloves to do the talking

GAURAVBHATT
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 27

THE TIME for talking is over. After months of
put-downs, complaints, outbursts and tweets,
Mary Kom and Nikhat Zareen will fightin the
ring, in a year-ending headliner at the IG
Stadium on Saturday. At stake is a berth in
February's Olympic qualifiers,and a lot more.
On Saturday, it's on Mary to underline the
sense of superiority that has prompted the
six-time World Champion to discredit a
younger rival. For Nikhat, it's the fair fight she
has clamoured for, and the chance to put in
a defining performance against a legend.
On the first day of selection trials, Nikhat
and Mary — nation's two best women fly-
weights — defeated Jyoti Gulia and Ritu
Grewal — on paper, the nation's best women
flyweights. Jyoti and Ritu were the 51kg fi-
nalists at the senior nationals in Kannur ear-
lier this month, while Nikhat and Mary fea-
tured in the first edition of the boxing league.
Nikhat began the day's proceedings
against national champion Jyoti, buoyed by
her family's presence in the audience. With
the stonefaced gaze of Mary fixed on the ac-
tion in the ring, Nikhat stayed in range and
countered her way to a unanimous win. But
it was a bout won in a largly unremarkable
manner. Against the Olympic bronze-medal-
list Mary, the 23-year-old's conservative ap-
proach might not be enough to get the nod of
the ten judges presiding over the contests.
Going all out against the veteran however
isn't without perils, as Ritu found out later.
The 24-year-old from Haryana is tough and
likes to dirty it up a bit. On Friday, she took
the contest to Mary, trying to bully her with

Mary Kom celebrates after defeating Ritu Grewal. P11

relentless attacks, clinching and grappling;
twice the boxers went to the ground. Mary
was visibly frustrated, eyeballing the boxer
after the second-round bell.

"She is very experienced, and I knew |
would have to be a little more attacking.
Throw more punches. But I should have fo-
cused on countering as well," Ritu said.

It was a grind, but Mary survived. The two
exchanged shots, but the 37-year-old's were
cleaner. "Height difference played a part.
Mary is shorter, so my right wasn't connect-
ing properly downward with full force. Her
experience comes into play because people
are able to see her punches clearly. It was a

tough fight.I canbeat everyone in 51kg," Ritu
said, and with a pause added: "Except Mary."

Mary has made her name taking down
taller, bigger opponents. On Friday though,
she looked particularly smaller, and slower.
Mary has slowed down, even compared to
last year's Worlds gold-winning run at the
same venue. In the early goings and against
passive opponents, she is able to mask it by
hanging back and being evasive. But forced to
trade and throw rapid counters, Mary's
punches lacked the usual crispness. On sev-
eral occasions, her leading right finished
inches away from her side-stepping oppo-
nent. The ring generalship however was

On the first day of selection
trials, Nikhat and Mary —
nation's two best women
flyweights — defeated Jyoti Gulia
and Ritu Grewal — on paper, the
nation's best women flyweights

enough to get her an unanimous win.

Ritu might have failed, but Nikhat's best
bet remains to swarm Mary. In their previ-
ous meeting in the India Open final this May,
a respectful Nikhat often let Mary rush in,
connect and disengage. On Saturday, a clin-
ical, measured performance wouldn't be
enough to sway the scorers. Getting to this
moment has been a battle in itself, and
Nikhat would have to bite down and seize it.

"I am just waiting for tomorrow's bout.
There is no pressure on me right on because
I wanted the fight to happen for a long time
and [ am excited," Nikhat said. "I just want to
give my best. At last [ got an opportunity to
face (Mary) and I will make sure thatit turns
out to be amemorable bout. I will make sure
thatit's a clean bout tomorrow without any
clinching and wrestling. I will play fairly and
clean and beautiful boxing." Mary didn't
have much to add. "No talking from me. I'll
only talk tomorrow after the bout.”

RESULTS: 51 kg: Nikhat bt Jyoti 10-0,
Mary bt Ritu 10-0; 57 kg: Sakshi bt Manisha
7-3,Sonia Lather bt Sonia Chahal 7-3; 60 kg:
Simranjit bt Pavitra 10-0, Sarita Devi bt
Shashi Chopra 9-1; 69 kg: Lalita bt Meena
Rani 9-1, Lovlina bt Anjali 10-0; 75 kg: Pooja
Rani bt Indraja 10-0, Nupur bt Saweeta 9-1

SPORT 23

bowlers going around and can back up, over
after over, keep running in and really try our
hardest. I'm pretty proud of our group that
we just kept fighting."

Paine blasts DRS technology

Australia captain Tim Paine blasted
cricket's Decision Review System Friday, say-
ing it left him "disappointed and angry" after
he was dismissed controversially in the sec-
ond Test against New Zealand.

Paine played one of his best innings and
was on track to score a maiden Test century
when he was removed Ibw by Neil Wagner
for 79 after New Zealand reviewed the um-
pire's original not out decision.

He was asked about the DRS by broad-
caster ABC afterwards and replied: "Don't
start."” "I thought from the length that it
pitched, and the bloke bowling around the
wicket, it's pretty difficult to hit you in line,
and hit the stumps,” he said of the delivery.

Some commentators agreed that it was
hard to see how Wagner's ball could have cut
back into Paine so much, struck him in line
and gone on to hit middle stump. Paine's dis-
appointment was compounded by New
Zealand's Ross Taylor surviving areview late
in the day after initially being given out Ibw.
The ball looked to be hitting the stumps but
the tracking technology showed it going over.

"And then you get one late tonight which,
the guy's stuck on the crease, he's hit really
full and it's going over, so it's disappointing
and it makes me angry," said Paine. "I've got
afew doubts, no doubt about that,"” he added
of the technology's accuracy. "Iwon't go into
it too far because I'll get in trouble but I'm just
seeing time and time again, whatI see to the
naked eye, or watching it on television in real
time, and then what it comes up is some-
times a little bit off the mark."

BRIEF SCORES: Australia467 (Head 114,
Smith 85, Paine 79, Labuschagne 63, Wagner
4-83,Southee 3-103)lead New Zealand 44/2
(Cummins 1/8, Pattinson 1/9) by 423 runs

Was targetted
but never felt
need or pressure
to convert:
Kaneria

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KARACHI, DECEMBER 27

PAKISTAN'S BANNED Test leg-spinner Danish
Kaneria on Friday said there were a "few play-
ers" who targetted him for being a Hindu dur-
ing his time with the national team but he
never felt the urge or the pressure to change
his religion. The spinner, who is serving a life
ban for spot-fixing, has been brought into fo-
cus after former pacer Shoaib Akhtar alleged
that some Pakistani players refused to even
share food with him due to his faith.

Speaking to 'Samaa’ channel on Friday,
Kaneria said a few players made remarks
about him behind his back. "(But) I never
made an issue of it. I just ignored them be-
cause [ wanted to focus on my cricket and
bring victories for Pakistan," he said. "Look
am a proud Hindu and Pakistani. Iwould like
to make it clear here don't try to portray our
cricket fraternity in Pakistan in negative
manner because there are a lot of people
who have supported me and backed me re-
gardless of my religion," he added.

When asked about former batsman
Yousuf Youhana, a Christian who converted
to Islam, Kaneria said he would not comment
onan individual choice. "What Muhammad
Yousuf did was his personal decision but I
never felt the need to change my religion be-
cause I believe in it and no one forced me ei-
ther todoit,” he said.

When pressed on Akhtar's comments,
Kaneria chose to side-step a day after ac-
knowledging the discrimination and threat-
ening to come out with names. "Shoaib bhai
has said what he must have heard or some-
one must have told him but I have represented
Pakistan at the highest level and I feel proud of
it. WhenIcame into cricket I always wanted to
represent Pakistan at the highest level and I
did that," he said. The leg-spinner, who played
61 Tests for Pakistan, made it clear that former
captain Inzamam-ul-Haq always supported
him. "Inzamam called me a match-winner. I
cansay lot of institutions supported me in my
career. I always did my best on the ground to
prove Inzamam right. The fact is I am proud
to be a Pakistani,” he said.

Pressed to name those few players who
he felt targetted him, Kaneria said he would
reveal their names later on his YouTube chan-
nel. "The time is not right and I will use my
channel to talk about it." Asked to recall any
incident where players refused to eat with
him, Kaneria said, "Pakistan is my janam
bhumi (birth place) and I don't think anyone
should politicise this issue or our cricket fra-
ternity because of a few players' behaviour. I
request everyone don't give ita wrong angle."

Javed Miandad, meanwhile, said Kaneria
couldn't have played for Pakistanif the coun-
try had bias towards its minority Hindu com-
munity. "Pakistan has given him so much
recognition and he played for 10-years in Test
cricket. Would this have been possible if there
was any issue over his religion," Miandad said.

Miandad noted that even when Kaneria
was playing, Pakistan had the option of going
for leg-spinners like Imran Tahir (who later
played for South Africa), Ali Hussain Rizvi and
even Mansoor Amjad but he was selected.
"So how is this possible if he ever faced any
bias over his being a Hindu," Miandad said.

Looklamaproud Hinduand
Pakistani.Inzamam called mea
match-winner. | can say lot of
institutions supported mein my
career. | always did my best on the
ground to prove Inzamamright. The
factis|am proud to be a Pakistani.”

DANISH KANERIA
FORMER PAKISTAN BOWLER
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India U-19 beats SA by
O wicketsinfirst ‘ODI’

East London: India under-19 team pro-
duced an impressive all-round perform-
ance to begin its tour of South Africa with
a comfortable nine-wicket win in the first
Youth ODI at the Buffalo Park here. Batting
first, South Africa Under-19 team folded
for 187in48.3 overs. Inreply, India dished
out a solid batting display to overhaul the
target, scoring 190 for 1 in 42.3 overs on
Thursday to take 1-0 lead in the series.
South Africa batsmen failed to convert the
starts with Luke Beaufort top-scoring with
a 91-ball 64. For India U-19, Ravi Bishnoi
scalped three wickets, while Kartik Tyagi,
Shubhang Hegde and Atharva Ankolekar
picked up two wickets each.

BRIEF SCORES: India U-19: 190/1
(Divyaansh Saxena 86, N Tilak Varma 59;
Achille Cloete 1/42) beat South Africa U-
19: 187 all out (Luke Beaufort 64, Jack Lees
27; Ravi Bishnoi 3/36) by nine wickets

Santanadouble strike
sealsit for Odisha FC

Bhubaneshwar: Adrianne Santana's twin
strike ensured a 2-1 victory for Odisha FC
over Jamshedpur FC in their first home
match of the Indian Super League on Friday.
Santana's (28',45") first-half brace got
Odisha full points even as Aitor Monroy's
(38") spot-kick conversion went in vain for
the visitors, who are now winless in their
last five games. The three points allowed
Odisha to climb to the sixth spot on the

table, with 12 points from 10 matches.
Jamshedpur remain fourth, with 13 points.
Odisha were able to bypass the press after
the visitors' early onslaught and used their
width to good effect. The hosts broke the
deadlock before the half an hour mark.
Santana and Nandhakumar conjured a
move with the Spaniard slotting home past
veteran keeper Subrata Paul. Jamshedpur
attacked innumbers and levelled the score-
line before the break. Narayan Das' clumsy
challenge on Sumeet Passi inside the box
was punished by the referee and Monroy
stepped up to place the ball into the bot-
tom left corner from 12 yards.

Churchill Bros look to
continue winning run

Margao: Churchill Brothers would look to
continue their winning run when they
take on Indian Arrows in their second
home I-League match here on Saturday.
Churchill, who played their last match on
December 12 against Mohun Bagan in
Kolkata, are coming in to Saturday's match
on the back of a 16-day break due to the
postponement of their game against Real
Kashmir FC scheduled for December 15
on account of inclement weather condi-
tions in Srinagar. They have been on an
unbeaten streak, defeating Punjab FC and
Mohun Bagan with comfortable score-
lines of 3-0 and 4-2. Star striker Willis
Plaza has been in tremendous form and
he has already scored three goals from
two matches, including a brace against
Mohun Bagan.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
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Russiachallenges
WADA doping ban

Russia on Friday formally contested a
four-year ban from major sporting
events over doping violations that
President Vladimir Putin has con-
demned as "unjust,” the head of its
RUSADA anti-doping agency said. "In
accordance with established proce-
dure, today we have sent a package of
documents to the World Anti-Doping
Agency. The package contains a no-
tice about disagreement with WADA
sanctions,” RUSADA director general
Yury Ganus told reporters in Moscow.
Ganus, who haslong argued for a ma-
jor crackdown by Russia against dop-
ing cheats, warned that the legal chal-
lenge could backfire, however. The
formal statement of disagreement
with WADA will trigger an appeal
process against the ban at the
Lausanne-based Court of Arbitration
for Sport (CAS).

Ibrahimovic set for
AC Milanreturn

Sweden star Zlatan Ibrahimovic has
reached agreement to join AC Milan
on an initial six-month contract, ac-
cording to multiple reports inItaly on
Thursday. Ibrahimovic has accepted
Milan's proposal and is ready to signa
deal to return to the former European
giants within the next two days,
Gazzetta Dello Sport and Sky Sports
Italia reported. Ibrahimovic will re-
portedly sign a six-month contract
worth about three million euros ($3.3
million) with arenewal option for an-
other year, linked to certain condi-
tions such as goals and appearances.
The 38-year-old striker confirmed his
departure from Los Angeles Galaxy
last month following the club's elim-
ination from the Major League Soccer
playoffs. The Swede should be avail-
able to coach Stefano Pioli as early as
December 30, the date of the resump-
tion of training at Milanello. AC Milan
are reeling after a 5-0 thrashing
against Atalanta last weekend, their
worst defeat in 21 years, and are
struggling 11th in the Serie A table.
The team's first game after the winter
break will be at home against
Sampdoria on January 6.

Shin to take over
struggling Indonesia

Former South Korea coach Shin Tae-

yong has been tapped to take over
Indonesia's struggling national team,
the country's football association said
on Friday. Shin, wholed South Korea
at last year's World Cup in Russia --
where they famously ousted defend-
ing champions Germany -- is ex-
pected to be formally unveiled on
Saturday. "We have invited Shin to fi-
nalise the contract. After that he will
be introduced later on Saturday,”
Mochamad Iriawan, chairman of the
Football Association of Indonesia
(PSSI), said in a statement Friday.
"Hopefully all the process will run
well." The expected appointment of
Shin, 50, comes after the PSSI sacked
Scotsman Simon McMenemy in
November with Indonesia bottom of
their 2022 World Cup qualifying
group on zero points from five games.
Indonesia also floundered in last
year's Southeast Asian champi-
onship, the Suzuki Cup, where they
finished fourth out of five teams in
their group. Indonesia have had sig-
nificant problems off the pitch, with
the two former chairmen leaving the
PSSl this year amid match-fixing alle-
gations.
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WHEN LIVERPOOL lifts the English Premier
League trophy in May, barring a monumental
collapse, the end of a three-decade title
drought will owe so much to Trent Alexander-
Arnold. No game more so than the complete
all-round performance from the right back that
tore apart the closest challenger on Thursday
night. After a key role in the first three goals,
Alexander-Arnold netted himself to add the fi-
nal flourish in a4-0 victory over Leicester that
sent Liverpool 13 points clear.

And that's with a game in hand, and half of
the season remaining. Victory in the chill of
central England to complete a packed Boxing
Day program came five days after the
European champion added the Club World
Cup toits trophy haul.

“We played really good football, especially
after all the traveling we've done and the in-
tense period we've had," Alexander-Arnold
said. “It probably is our best performance of
the season.” Roberto Firmino netted the win-
neragainst Flamengo in Qatar and the forward
completed two crosses from Alexander-Arnold
at King Power Stadium.

The goal that suppressed any hope of a
Leicester comeback came when James Milner
grabbed the second of the night from the
penalty spot in the 71st minute.

The move that led to the penalty being
awarded inevitably came from another of
Alexander-Arnold's crosses which was han-
dled by Leicester defender Caglar Soyuncu.

If Leicester had any hope of repeating its
remarkable 5,000-1 title triumph from 2016, it
surely ended with this first home loss of the
season. “The big thing that Liverpool have is
confidence, having won competitions,"
Leicester manager Brendan Rodgers said.
“They have got that feeling there now, the
squad is very strong, and they will be hard to
shift in the second part of the season.”

And unlike when Rodgers was Liverpool
manager in 2013-14, this is surely a title that
can't get away from the club trying for so long
toland a 19th English championship _and the
first in the post-1992 Premier League era.

“Icanwrite the story myself: ‘Never before
inthe history of British football has a team had
abiggerlead and lost thelead,” Liverpool man-
ager Juergen Klopp said. “That sounds in my
ear negative so why should we think about
that?" There was no doubting the significance
of the occasion to Leicester, which turbo-
charged a 10-minute prematch buildup.

From cannons exploding fire to a light
show, Leicester raised the tension. It just could-
n'tmanage ashotin the first halfinameek sur-
render when the defensive high line was ex-
posed and Liverpool relished launching
counterattacks. If you are looking for a break-
through, you look to Alexander-Arnold.

A cross was delivered with such precision
in the 31st that either Mohamed Salah or
Firmino could have got on the end of it. It was
the Brazilian who soared highest to power in
the header. Sadio Mane spurned a chance to
extend the lead before halftime, striking too
casually at Kasper Schmeichel, whose double
save frustrated Liverpool.

The frustration wouldn't last long, once the
only spell when Leicester's attack came to life
had been suppressed.

Milner had been on the pitch barely a
minute when Liverpool earned the penalty
that the captain converted in the 71st.

It started a dizzying seven-minute spell
when Leicester was blown apart. Another de-
liver from Alexander-Arnold, low this time _
was controlled by Firmino before he lifted the
shot in and raced over to hug Klopp.

Then Alexander-Arnold got to savor the ac-
claim himself. The Englishman surged the
length of the pitch to receive the ball from
Mane and then slip the ball through Ben
Chilwell's legs for only his second goal of 2019.
“I don't get on the scoresheet too often,"
Alexander-Arnold said.

REMINISCING ABOUT THE GOLDEN AGE

Modest Maradona museum pays tribute to the ‘patron saint

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
NAPLES, DECEMBER 27

FOR SOME, Diego Maradona is the greatest
footballer of the 20th century, for others --
mainly English -- he is the cheating possessor
of the hand of God. InItaly, however, he is and
always will be the patron saint of Naples.

And just as saints have their altars so
Maradona has his museum, an extraordinary
treasure trove of artefacts thatincludes the left
boot with which the Argentine scored twice
against Belgium in the semi-finals of the 1986
World Cup.You can also find his first contract
with Napoli and even the sofa from his Naples
apartment where singer Julio Iglesias once sat.
It's all here in the cellar museum.

Maradona arrived at Napoli as a world
record $10.48 million signing from Barcelona
inJuly 1984. His time in Catalonia had been dif-
ficultand Naples was a bolthole. He was to stay
seven years, captaining the team to their first-
ever Serie A title in 1986-7. They did it again
three years later and during Maradona's stay
the Neapolitans also won the Coppa Italia,
UEFA Cup and Italian Super Cup.

It was a golden age which Napoli have
never come close to repeating, so it is no sur-

NUMBER PLATE

Number of assists
Alexander-Arnold has
provided in the Premier

League so far this season — more
than any other player. His overall
EPL tally stands at 55.

Number of touches
Alexander-Arnold
made during the

match against Leicester — the most
by any player. He also had 100
percent shot accuracy.

Liverpool have extended
their unbeaten run to 34
games in the league.

There is talk of Liverpool going
through the league entire season
unbeaten — matching the The
Invincibles’ of Arsenal in 2003/04
and Preston North End in 1888/89.

| can write the stories myself.
Thefirst story is that never
before in the history of football,
British football atleast, hasa
teamhad abigger lead and lost
thelead.So that soundsin my
ear negative, so why should we
think about something like
that? Wearejust focused on
the next (games).

JUERGEN KLOPP
ONHISTEAM'S 13-POINT LEAD

Entry to Massimo Vignati's museum, built in his basement, is free.
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A winning Trent

Liverpool playmaker architects three and scores one in their 4-0 win over second-placed Leicester as Klopp’s men take a13-point lead

Liverpool's Trent Alexander-Arnold with teammates after scoring their fourth goal against Leicester on Thursday. Reuters

Man United bounce back in top-four race

REUTERS
DECEMBER 27

AFTER A 2-0 loss at Watford last weekend,
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer had demanded a re-
sponse from his players but a yellow card for
Scott McTominay after 24 seconds and go-
ing behind to Matty Longstaff’s 17th-minute
goal was not what he had in mind.

It was all smiles later though as Newcastle
folded and Martial, Mason Greenwood and
Marcus Rashford all struck before halftime
before Martial scored again early in the sec-
ond half as United moved back to seventh,
four points off the top four.

United have now won 21 Premier League
games on Boxing Day for a win percentage
of 81% — more than any other club.

With midfielder Paul Pogba also coming
on after halftime, only his second appear-
ance since September because of injury,
United will hope to end an up-and-down
year with a flourish with a trip to Burnley
looming on the horizon on Saturday.

“Against Watford we were not good
enough for our standard but the boys
showed a great intensity today and we thor-
oughly deserved the three points,” defender
Harry Maguire said.

“We have now got a big game in two days
and our story so far has been a good perform-
ance and then a not so good one.”

Moving up the ladder

Newcastle have made steady progress up
the table under former United defender
Steve Bruce and could have gone above
United with a win on Thursday. Sowhen 19-

prise to find a museum that commemorates
sucharichepoch. Massimo Vignati's museum,
though, is one of a kind.

It does not appear on any map of Naples,
nor is it in travel guides, and entry is free. And
yet, this basement of a typical building in
Secondigliano, a tough neighbourhood in the
north of the city, breathes all things Diego.

Itis adelightful melange of Maradona ma-
nia with photos, pennants, balls,armbands and
shirts, some washed or signed, others not.

Some items equate almost to holy relics —
the bench on which Maradona changed at the
San Paolo stadium and the K-Way jacket which
featuresin the memorable footage of him ball-
juggling to the sound of Opus' "Live s Life" dur-
ing an incredible warm-up before facing
Bayern Munich in 1989.

Family guy

This astonishing hoard also testifies to the
unique bond between the Argentine genius
and a family which was at the heart of his
seven-year stay in Naples.

"I was fortunate that for 37 years my dad
was the caretaker of the San Paolo stadiumand
the Napoli changing rooms. And my mother
was Maradona's housekeeper and cook,"
Vignati told AFP. His sister babysat Diego's
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Martial scored a brace in United’s 4-1
win over Newcastle. Reuters

year-old Longstaff tucked his shot past David
de Gea after linking well with Joelinton the
away fans went wild.

It was Longstaff who scored the winnerin
the reverse fixture at St James’ Park this season,
but any sense of dread for the Old Trafford
faithful soon diminished as United sparked
into life to play some flowing football.

Six minutes after Longstaff’s goal, United
were level with Martial's shot squeezing in at

daughters Dalma and Giannina while
Massimo, as a child and then adolescent,
rubbed shoulders with the city'sidol on adaily
basis. "We were with Diego from Monday to
Sunday,” says Vignati, looking at the photos of
atime when the Argentine's apartment onthe
heights of Posillipo, an upscale district of the
city, was like his second home.

"He and his wife gave us all these things be-
cause they knew we were a lot of children, five
boys and six girls. "l was a ballboy during
Maradona's seven seasons. On Mondays, I
went to play five-a-side, I did not go to school.

"And on Tuesdays, sometimes he took me
to the Napoli training session ... 'Diego, let's go
in the Ferrari!™.

For a long time, the wonders now on dis-
play in the Vignati cellar were locked away at
the San Paolo. "My father had two rooms," says
Vignati, whose second sonis called Diego."One
for all these memories and one for drinking a
good Neapolitan coffee.

"After his death, Ibrought everything here.
But the club knows that this place exists."If they
make a museum, [ will always be ready. hope
everything can go back to the stadium, it was
my father's dream.”

During his last visit to Naples in 2017,
Maradona fell into the arms of Lucia, Vignati's

United have now won 21
Premier League games on
Boxing Day for a win
percentage of 81% — more than
any other club.

the near post when Newcastle keeper Martin
Dubravka should really have kept it out.

Newcastle offered United another gift as
they tried to play out from the back but
merely gave the ball to 18-year-old
Greenwood who thumped a left-footed
cracker in off the crossbar.

Young Greenwood on fire

It was Greenwood’s ninth goal of the sea-
soninall competitions and his emergence as
a genuine goal threat has lifted the weight of
expectation off the shoulders of Rashford
who made it 15 for the season when he rose
to head home Aaron Wan-Bissaka’s inviting
cross before halftime.

Newecastle’s slipshod defending reached
its nadir in the 51st minute when Sean
Longstaff’s careless back pass was pounced
upon by Martial who Dubravka with ease.

“We had a horrible 20 minutes before
halftime,” Newcastle boss Steve Bruce said.
“For the last two or three months we have
been hard to beat. I know it’s Christmas but
[ don’t think Man Utd can believe it, we've
made too many mistakes.”

Newcastle, who have now lost more
Boxing Day games in the Premier League
than any other side (14) remain in 10th spot.

of Naples’

mother, whom he calls his "Neapolitan
mamma". "These are just beautiful memo-
ries," she says. "He was kind, someone good,
very passionate. When he left, it was as if [
had lost a son."

For the time being, the collection will re-
main in the family, whether it is at the San
Paolo or downin the cellar.

"I could live on my annuities if I had ac-
cepted all the offers that were made to me,"
says Vignati. "But these are memories of my
father and my family, nothing is for sale.

"Itisa place dedicated to someone we love
as a brother. For us, Diego is the twelfth
brother." This season, Napoli have battled
through to thelast 16 of the Champions League
but they are struggling in Serie A. The fans can
only dreamof areturn to the golden age. "With
everything that is going on, there would have
to be a Maradona, who takes everything on
himself," says Massimo.

"Heis a child of Naples, he is of the people.
We are found in him.

"If he comes, there will be 90,000 people
at the stadium. Maradona...even if you talk to
kids today, they know. He's in the DNA of the
Neapolitans.

"Maradonais San Gennaro, the patron saint
of Naples. He is immortal.”



