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In 2019, ascendant nationalism
made way for narrowing definitions
of who is a national, from Kashmir
to Assam to Jamia. The Sunday
Express asks people what the
Constitution means to them as they
enter the 70th year of the Republic

‘NO CAUSE FOR FEAR... NOINDIAN CAN BE DENIED CITIZENSHIP WITH CAA’

Will consult states before NRC... mayor

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 28

SPEAKING ABOUT the con-
tentious Citizenship (Amen-
dment) Act and the National
Register of Citizens (NRC) plan
that have sparked protests across
the country, Union Law Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad has said
thata “proper legal process” will
be followed for a nation-wide
NRC, including consultation
with state governments, and
that “some” data collected for
the National Population Register
(NPR) “may or may not be used”
for the NRC.

His remarks, in a detailed in-
terview to The Sunday Express,
assume significance as more
than half-a-dozen state govern-
ments, including Bihar, led by BJP
ally JD(U), have opposed imple-
mentation of a nation-wide NRC.
At least two have also said they
won't allow the NPR as it might
lead to an NRC.

In an interview to ANI last
week, Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said the NPR and NRC were
governed by different laws and
NPR data would never be used for
the NRC exercise. “There is no
connection between the two
processes, nor can they be used
in each other’s survey,” he said.

Asked when the NRC would
be implemented, Prasad told The
Sunday Express, “A position has
to be taken. There is a legal
process. First a decision, second
a notification, then the process,
the verification, the objection,

‘PROPER LEGAL
PROCESS WILL BE
FOLLOWED IN
CASE OF NRC’

RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD

the hearing of the objection,
right of appeal. There will be a
consultation with the state gov-
ernment, feedback will be taken.
If anything is to be done, it will
be done publicly. Nothing will be
asecretonan NRC.”

He also reiterated that the
NRC conducted in Assam was on
the Supreme Court’s directives.

Ondocuments that would be
acceptable for a nation-wide
NRC, Prasad said no decision had
been taken on this. “This ques-
tion is entirely academic. When
the process will start under Rule
3 and Rule 4 of The Citizenship
(Registration of Citizen and Issue
of National Identity Cards)Rules,
2003, then there will be a proper
public declaration of that.”

The Law Minister slammed
the Congress and senior leader
P Chidambaram for protesting
against CAA and the NRC, saying
that it was the former
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“Trust the PM or HM?’
Sabka Vishwas tested on
the ground in west UP

RAVISHTIWARI
MORADABAD, DECEMBER 28

“Bharat mere desh kanaam, mein
iskarakhwala. Hai koi aisa jo mere
saamne aane wala (Bharat is my
country, [ am its guardian. Is
there anyone who can face
me)?” an elderly Mohammed
Yunus recites, chewing betel nut,
gathered around a fire with a
group of men his age on a chilly
evening in village Amheda in
Bijnor district. When he stops,
Nafis Ahmed breaks into a song,
“Bharat ke Tirange par meri jaan-
nisaar hai (I dedicate my life to
the Tricolour).”

The choice of the songs or
poem during the course of a dis-
cussion on the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act and NRC is
perhaps not incidental in a re-
gion where uncertainty runs
high over the two, and where a
police crackdown on protests
has left the Muslim community

on the edge.
Over 60 km from Amheda, at
Jhal Chittoda village in

Muzaffarnagar, where too a
group is gathered around a fire,
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shopkeeper Abdul Gaffar points
out that “otherwise, law and or-
deris good now”. Kawaal village,
that faced among the worst of the
2013 Muzaffarnagar riots, is just
next door.

Mohammed Faiyaz of village
Manna Mazra on the Kairana-
Shamli road, which saw allega-
tions of a Hindu exodus by the
BJP ahead of the 2017 Assembly
elections, has good things to say
about the Yogi Adityanath gov-
ernment too. “The ration supply
is more regular and timely.”

However, while it was on
such promises, surmised in the
slogan of ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas’, that two outstanding Lok
Sabha wins of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi rested, including
in Uttar Pradesh, the events of
the past few days are eroding
that other assurance added toit,
of ‘Sabka Vishwas’. Across
Kairana, Muzaffarnagar, Bijnor,
Moradabad, Sambhal and
Rampur, the Muslim commu-
nity is battling both confusion
and mounting anxiety.

What is exacerbating this are
the various figures floating
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may not use NPR data forit: Law Minister

Priyanka Vadra at home of former IPS officer S R Darapuri in Lucknow Saturday. Vishal Srivastava

Roughed up by police on way to
meet family of detainee: Priyanka

Cong leader changed route, were doing our duty, say police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, DELHI,DEC 28

A WAR of words erupted be-
tween the Congress and Uttar
Pradesh government on
Saturday as party general secre-
tary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, who
was in Lucknow to participate in
the Congress foundation day
function, claimed she was
roughed up by police in a bid to

The minister was speaking
atan ABVP event in Pune. File

Only those who
say Bharat Mata
ki jai can stay in
India: Pradhan

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, DECEMBER 28

AMIDST CONTINUING protests
over the new citizenship law and
a proposed nationwide NRC,
Union Petroleum Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on
Saturday said that only those
who are ready to say “Bharat
MataKiJai” should be allowed to
live in India.

Addressing the 54th state
conference of the Akhil Bhartiya
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP), the
student wing of the RSS, Pradhan
on Saturday said, “Aaj desh ke
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stop her from meeting the fam-
ily of a retired IPS officer who
was arrested on December 19
during protests against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act.

Priyanka walked some dis-
tance and later rode pillion with
a party leader on scooter toreach
the home of SR Darapuri. While
she said she was grabbed by the
neck and fell down, police de-
nied this.

The Congress lodged an offi-

cial complaint on the “breach” in
the security of the party leader,
and against Hazratganj Circle
Officer Abhay Mishra and other
police personnel over their “mis-
conduct”. The party also wrote a
letter to the CRPFIG, Delhi.
Around 5 pm, soon after
Priyanka had left the state party
headquarters for Darapuri’s res-
idence, Deputy SP Archana Singh
intercepted her cavalcade and
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

FIR against SHO, five
other cops for Bijnor
death during protests

ASAD REHMAN
LUCKNOW, DECEMBER 28

AN FIR has been lodged against
six policemen, including the
then Station House Officer of
Nahtaur police station, Rajesh
Singh Solanki, over the death of
20-year-old Mohammad
Suleiman in UP’s Bijnor district
during the protests against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act.
Satya Prakash Singh, who re-
placed Solanki as SHO, told The
Sunday Express that apart from
Solanki, local outpost in-charge
Ashish Tomar, constable Mohit
Kumar and three other “uniden-
tified” policemen have been
named in the FIR filed by
Suleiman’s brother Shoaib.
Singh said the FIR has been
registered under IPC Sections
302 (murder), 147 (rioting), 148
(rioting, armed with deadly
weapon) and 149 (every mem-
ber of unlawful assembly guilty
of offence committed in prose-
cution of common object).
Singh said Solanki has now
been transferred to the District
Crime Record Bureau (DCRB).

INSIDE
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Bijnor Additional SP (Rural)
Vishwajeet Srivastava said
Solanki has been transferred
from the Nahtaur police station
“because he was injured and
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After onion
sting, Centre
to meet dairies
to review milk
stocks, prices

PARTHA SARATHI
BISWAS
PUNE, DECEMBER 28

THE CENTRE has called a meet-
ing of all leading dairies, both co-
operative and private, next week
“to review the milk situation in
the country”.

The meeting comes in the
wake of the recent Rs 2-3 per litre
increase in pouch milk prices by
the Gujarat Cooperative Milk
Marketing Federation (GCMME,
better known as Amul), Mother
Dairy and other major brands.
There are also reports of most
dairies registering lower milk
procurement this year, including
in the “flush” period after
October, when animals normally
produce more because of better
fodder and water availability as
well as reduced body stress from
high temperatures and humid-
ity levels.

The meeting, to be held on
January 3 and chaired by the sec-
retary of the Department of
Animal Husbandry & Dairying,
will discuss the overall availabil-
ity of milk and also stocks of con-
served commodities — mainly
skimmed milk powder (SMP)
and white butter — with dairies.
It will also review the trend in
procurement rates being paid to
producers and consumer prices
of milk and milk products, The
Sunday Express has learnt.

After the onion fiasco, where
the extent of shortfall in produc-
tion wasn'’t anticipated well in
time and led to retail prices of
the bulb crossing Rs 100/kg lev-
els, the Narendra Modi govern-
ment does not want to take
chances with milk. Dairies usu-
ally convert the surplus milk
they get during the “flush” sea-
son (October-March) into SMP
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A new year marks both an ending and a
second chance. Here, writers explore all
that a year’s end could bring

Govt soothes banks
over harassment by
CBI: ‘Won't go after
genuine decisions’

Notices will carry registration number,
agency won't take up suo motu cases

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 28

IN AN attempt to allay concerns
of harassment by investigative
agencies, the government on
Saturday assured that honest
commercial decisions taken by
bankers would be protected and
said that a system would be put
in place for handling fraud cases.

Announcing a mechanism
whereby notices issued by the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) to banks will carry a reg-
istration number to avoid any
scope for unauthorised com-
munication and consequent ha-
rassment, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said,
“Banks have gone through a
slightly worrying period
wherein decision making was
getting difficult because of fear
of 3Cs (CBI, CVC, CAG). There
was concern and bona fide deci-
sions are not being made by
banks because of what they
would say undue harassment,
uncalled for harassment hap-
pens because of these agencies
pursuing on cases.”

Sitharaman was speaking af-
ter a review meeting she held
with heads of state-owned and
private sector banks and attended
by Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) Director R K Shukla.

The concept of a registration
number with the agency’s no-
ticesisin line with a similar sys-
tem of Document Identification
Number (DIN) mandated by the
tax department. This is aimed at
preventing arbitrary issuance of

Another step
towards
accountability

THE MOVE to build in
more accountability
while initiating inves-
tigative action against
bankers follows up on an
earlier step where the
government had di-
rected investigative
agencies to carry out a
preliminary examina-
tion to ascertain
whether a case of bank
loan turning into NPA
was the result of a crimi-
nal conspiracy ora
bonafide commercial
decision. Over a dozen
officials of commercial
banks and the RBI are
facing inquiries by the
CBIand ED.

notices by tax officials and to en-
sure audit trail of all such com-
munications. Till November 11,
5.33 crore communications with
DIN have been issued by the
Income Tax Department.

[t was also decided at the
meeting that no case involving
banks would go to the CBI with-
out the banks themselves decid-
ing to send it.
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Gloves off as Mary knocks out
Nikhat on way to Olympics

GAURAV BHATT
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 28

CHAIRS WERE hoisted, competi-
tors taunted, expletives ex-
changed and foul play alleged.
The long-awaited showdown
between Mary Kom and Nikhat
Zareen —inatrial bout to decide
who would make it to the Indian
team for next year’s Olympic
boxing qualifiers in China — will
be remembered for the post-
match ruckus.

After her 9-1 win, six-time
World Champion and Olympic
bronze-medallist Mary first
shouldered away an attempt at
a hug by Nikhat and then uttered
anexpletive at her. In turn, as she
passed by the enclosure marked
for spectators, Mary and her
coach Chhote Lal were mouthed
off by Nikhat’s supporters.

The contest was a culmina-
tion of amonths-long public spat

At a class for slum dwellers, D is for democracy,

RAAKHIJAGGA
LUDHIANA, DECEMBER 28

MARRIED AT the age of 14 to a
daily wager and stitching clothes
for a living at the fish market
slum in Ludhiana, Aneeta had a
dream. That was five years ago.
Today, the mother of two is liv-
ing that dream.

Aneeta is among “150 stu-
dents” at the “jhuggi classrooms”
in three slums within 5 km of
each other in the city. The face
behind these schools is Hari Om
Jindal, a 53-year-old lawyer who
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is living his own dream — pro-
viding basic education for free to
slum dwellers.

Last year, Aneeta cleared the
(Class 3 exam under the National
Institute of Open Schooling
(NIOS) curriculum and is ap-

pearing for her Class 5 exam in
four months. With her three-
year-old daughter and five-year-
old son in tow, Aneeta attends
classes for three hours, besides
learning basic computer skills
and typing at another class in
Jindal's home in the evening.
“My father sells fish in the
market near the slum. Though I
always wanted to study, I could
never do that. Now I want to
study till Class 10 at least.If I can
get a job in an office with my
computer skills, my dream will
fully come true,” she says.
Jindal says his initiative got

Lawyer Hariom Jindal holding a class in a slum on Hambran
Road in Ludhiana. He runs three such ‘schools’. Gurmeet Singh

Mary Kom after the win in Delhi on Saturday. Tashi Tobgyal

over the 51-kg spot, during which
Mary repeatedly questioned the
need for a trial while Nikhat clam-
oured for a fair fight. In October,
Nikhat had written a letter to
Union Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju,
demanding that she be given a
trial bout against Mary Kom be-
fore the Indian squad for the

going sometime in March 2014,
when he noticed the slum chil-
dren during his morning cycling
rounds.

“Initially,  used to take ladoos
and chocolates for them. After
about six months, I started read-
ing out to them — stories and the
daily newspapers. In December
that year, [ started teaching them
the alphabets and basic count-
ing using pieces of debris and
chalk for about an hour every
day. Initially, only five of them
came,” says Jindal, who takes up
civil and criminal cases in the
district courts and the Punjab

Olympic qualifiers was decided.
This was after the Boxing
Federation of India (BFI) stated
thatitintended to pick Mary Kom
for the qualifiers based on her
bronze-winning performance in
the World Championships in
Russia.
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C for Constitution

and Haryana High Court.

Today, six students from his
school, including Aneeta, have
cleared their Class 3 exams with
A and B grades. “In March 2020,
11 of my students will appear for
their open school exams — six
for Class 5 and five for Class 3. A
senior secondary school 5 km
away is the exam centre,” says
Jindal.

From a strength of one, the
staff at the “slum school” now in-
clude three part-timers who
teach from Monday to Saturday,
and two computer instructors
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