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NATION

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Tuesday: Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning
very  likely  at  isolated  places  over  central  Maharashtra,  Kerala,
Mahe,  coastal  Tamil  Nadu,  Puducherry,  Karaikal  and  Lakshad­
weep.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....27.6....14.5 Kozhikode................. 4.6....31.0....24.5

Ahmedabad...........—....30.5....19.2 Kurnool .................... 0.8....28.1....22.2

Aizawl...................—........ —....10.0 Lucknow......................—....24.4....13.5

Allahabad..............—....29.3....15.9 Madurai .................... 2.7....30.6....23.7

Bengaluru .......... 6.9....23.3....19.9 Mangaluru .............. 11.5....33.0....23.0

Bhopal ..................—....28.1....17.0 Mumbai .......................—....35.1....23.4

Bhubaneswar.........—....30.4....18.2 Mysuru ..................... 5.6....26.0....20.7

Chandigarh ...........—....22.2......9.1 New Delhi ...................—....23.3......8.0

Chennai ........... 44.7....29.2....23.1 Patna ..........................—....26.8....13.5

Coimbatore ...... 14.6....27.2....22.6 Port Blair.....................—....32.0....25.8

Dehradun ..............—....25.3......8.1 Puducherry ............. 41.0....30.7....22.6

Gangtok................—........ —......9.0 Pune............................—....29.7....18.5

Goa.......................—........ —....26.0 Raipur .........................—....30.0....19.4

Guwahati ..............—....28.1....16.0 Ranchi .........................—....25.8....13.0

Hubballi ................—....24.0....21.0 Shillong.......................—....16.8......6.5

Hyderabad ............—....29.2....21.7 Shimla.........................—....14.9......5.0

Imphal ..................—....24.8......6.8 Srinagar.......................—....10.6.... -0.9

Jaipur ...................—....24.4....12.0 Thiruvananthapuram...... 0.1....32.1....24.1

Kochi ................. 4.6....29.4....25.2 Tiruchi.................... 19.1....29.0....23.5

Kohima .................—....22.3......8.7 Vijayawada ..................—....29.6....25.2

Kolkata .................—....27.9....19.1 Visakhapatnam .............—....29.1....25.4

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 6.00
p.m., Patna, Bihar recorded
an overall air quality index
(AQI) score of 326
indicating a dangerous level
of pollution. In contrast,
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu
recorded a healthy AQI
score of 28.

Ahmedabad..... 114 .91 33 ... 77 ...75 ....*

Bengaluru ....... .04 .42 78 ... 20 ...32 ....*

Chennai .......... .12 .09 11 ... 28 ...48 ....*

Delhi .............. .46 .60 34 . 351 .....— ....*

Hyderabad ...... .02 .54 56 . 122 ...92 ....*

Kolkata........... .06 .86 21 . 230 .157 ....*

Lucknow ......... .08 .40 93 . 263 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... .06 .40 22 . 173 .117 ....*

Pune............... .77 .21 47 . 122 ...95 ....*

Visakhapatnam .12 .38 44 . 127 .109 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

ED concludes arguments
on plea in Mallya case
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate

has concluded arguments on

a plea for confiscation of

₹��14,000 crore assets linked

to businessman Vijay Mallya,

who was declared a runaway

under the Fugitive Economic

Offenders Act (FCOA) in

January. Proceedings on the

question of confiscation are

under way before a Mumbai

court. 

IN BRIEF

Arun Shourie suffers
brain injury, hospitalised 
PUNE

Former Union Minister Arun

Shourie sustained a brain

injury after he fainted and fell

near his home in Lavasa and

was admitted to a private

hospital here in Maharashtra,

a doctor said on Monday. Mr.

Shourie, 78, fell near his

bungalow in Lavasa while out

on a walk on Sunday night,

leaving him bleeding and

unconscious, he said. PTI

Flying high: Sub Lieutenant Shivangi, who became the fi��rst woman pilot to join the Indian
Navy, on Monday. Hailing from Muzzafarpur in Bihar, she was awarded the coveted ‘golden
wings’ and joined operational duties at the Kochi naval base.  * PTI
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The sky is the limit

Expressing concern over the
recent sexual assault cases,
the  National  Human  Rights
Commission  on  Monday  is­
sued  notices  to  the  Centre,
States and Union Territories
seeking reports on the stan­
dard  operating  procedure
(SOP) for dealing with such
cases  and  the  use  of  the
Nirbhaya  Fund.  The  NHRC
has  asked  the  governments
to respond in six weeks.

Taking  suo  motu  cogni­
sance of media reports, the
NHRC  observed  that  there
was a “dire need for all sta­
keholders to work jointly to
get rid of this evil.” 

The Commission’s action
comes  in  the  wake  of  the
gang­rape  and  murder  of  a
doctor  in  Hyderabad  that
has spurred a debate on the
condition of women’s secur­

ity  in  the  country  once
again.

‘Unsafe environment’

Issuing the notices, the Com­
mission said the “largest de­
mocracy of the world, which
has  adopted  the  longest
written Constitution and has
a rich  cultural  heritage  of
gender equality, is today be­
ing criticised for having the
most  unsafe  environment
for women.” 

The NHRC said these cas­

es were violations of the vic­
tims’ human rights.

“There have been consti­
tutional and statutory provi­
sions to ensure that women
are not subjected to any kind
of  discrimination  and  ha­
rassment.  But,  there  is  an
alarming  trend  indicating
that  things  are  getting
worse,  amounting  to  viola­
tion  of  right  to  life,  liberty,
dignity  and  equality  of  wo­
men across  the country,”  it
said.

NHRC seeks report on assault cases
Panel concerned
over recent
incidents of rape 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Raging fury: People staging a protest against the Hyderabad
rape and murder case in New Delhi, on Monday.  * PTI

The  Rajasthan  police  on
Monday  arrested  a  40­
year­old man on charges of
rape  and  murder  of  a  mi­
nor girl at Kherli village in
Tonk  district.  The  child’s
body  was  recovered  near
the village on Sunday.

The six­year­old girl was
reported missing when she
did not return from school.
The condition of her body
suggested  that  she  was
raped  and  strangled  to
death with her school belt. 

Superintendent  of  pol­
ice  Adarsh  Sidhu  said  the
accused Mahendra Meena,
a truck driver, took the vic­
tim from her school  to an
isolated area and commit­
ted the crime.

“Mahendra  killed  the
girl because he feared that
she would reveal his identi­
ty,” Mr. Sidhu said. 

The  accused  was  in  an
inebriated  state  when  he
committed  the  crime. He
was  caught  near  Uniara
and brought to Aligarh pol­
ice  station,  where  he  ad­
mitted to having raped and
killed the minor.

1 arrested for
rape, murder
in Rajasthan

Special Correspondent

JAIPUR

The Supreme Court on Mon­
day  did  not  accede  to  a  re­
quest to urgently list a peti­
tion  seeking  a  declaration
that  the  practice  of  polyga­
my  and  nikah halala are
unconstitutional.

A Bench led by Chief Jus­
tice  of  India  Sharad  A.
Bobde told petitioner­advo­
cate Ashwini Upadhyay that
the  court  would  consider
listing the case after the win­
ter vacation.

The  petition  wants  the
court to declare Section 2 of

the  Muslim  Personal  Law
(Shariat)  Application  Act,
1937, unconstitutional and in
violation  of  Articles  14,  15
and  21  of  the  Constitution,
insofar as  it seeks  to recog­
nise  and  validate  the  prac­

tice of polygamy and nikah

halala.

‘Need of the hour’

Mr. Upadhyay has contend­
ed that a “ban on polygamy
and  nikah halala has  been
the need of  the hour  to  se­
cure basic rights and in the
interests  of  public  order,
morality and health”.

“Injury caused to women
through practice of triple ta­
laq, polygamy and nikah ha-

lala is violative of Articles 14,
15 and 21 and injurious to pu­
blic  order,  morality  and
health,” the petition said.

SC declines plea against polygamy 
‘Will consider listing the case after the winter vacation’ 

Legal Correspondent

New Delhi

Environment,  Forest  and
Climate  Change  Minister
Prakash Javadekar on Mon­
day said in the Rajya Sabha
the tiger population had in­
creased  by  750  in  the  last
four years to 2,976.

Earlier,  the  count  was
2,226,  he  said  during  the

Question Hour.
“Now the count is 2,976.

We must be proud of our ec­
ological system. Tigers have
increased by 750 in the last
four  years.”  He  said  lions,
tigers, elephants and rhinos
are  India’s assets and  if  re­
ports of any deaths from vi­
ruses surface, special inves­
tigations are conducted. 

Tiger population up by
750 in 4 years to 2,976 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi

Following  a  spate  of  rape
incidents  in  the State,  the
Gujarat  government  said
on Monday that the police
had nabbed some of the ac­
cused and the cases would
be  tried  in  special  courts,
expeditiously.  The  prose­
cution would ask for capi­
tal punishment for the ac­
cused, offi��cials said.

Three cases of rape have
been  registered  in  Rajkot,
Surat  and  Vadodara.  The
accused  in  the Rajkot and
Surat  cases  have  been  ar­
rested. 

Gujarat’s  Junior  Home
Minister Pradipsinh Jadeja
said the government would
request  the  High  Court  to
shift  these  cases  to  fast­
track  courts  for  speedy
trial.

Gujarat seeks
speedy trials
in rape cases

Special Correspondent

AHMEDABAD

The Supreme Court on Mon­
day asked the Union govern­
ment and  the  Indian Medi­
cal  Association  (IMA)  to
respond to a contempt peti­
tion fi��led by NGO People for
Better  Treatment  blaming
them of turning a blind eye
to a nationwide strike called
by  doctors  despite  a  2014
court prohibition.

A Bench led by Chief Jus­
tice  of  India  Sharad  A.
Bobde issued the notice on
the  petition  fi��led  by  the

NGO. The plea said neither
the government nor the IMA
tried to prevent the doctors’
strike on June 17, 2019 that
left patients in dire straits.

The strike was held to de­
monstrate  solidarity  with
the striking doctors of West
Bengal following the assault
on  two  junior  doctors  at
NRS �� Hospital in Kolkata. 

The  petition  said  the
strike was held despite  the
November 11, 2014 court or­
der,  which  “held  that  doc­
tors  should  not  resort  to
strike under any condition”. 

SC notice to Centre, 
IMA on doctors’ strike 
Stir in June was against 2014 order: NGO 

Legal Correspondent

New Delhi

SIT starts probe into
Kunduli gang-rape case
BERHAMPUR

A three­member SIT formed

by the Orissa High Court

started its investigation into

the Kunduli gang­rape case in

Odisha’s Koraput district on

Monday. On October 10, 2017,

the 15­year­old girl had

alleged that she had been

gang­raped by four armed

persons dressed in uniforms

of paramilitary forces near

Kunduli under Pottangi police

station limits. 


