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COUNTER POINT

Max: 26.8OC
Min: 21.7OC 
RH: 86%
Rain: Trace

Forecast: Cloudy sky
with traces of rain.

Max/Min temp. 28/21ºC

WEATHER

ASTROGUIDE
Vikari; Dakshinayana

Tithi: Margasira Shudda Saptami
till 11.15 pm

Star: Danishta till 2.17 pm 
Varjyam: 10.21 pm to 12.08 am 

Durmuhurtam: 8.47 am to 
9.31 am and 10.48 pm to 11.40 pm

Rahukalam: 3 pm to 4.30 pm
HIJRI CALENDAR

Rabi-ul-Akher 6, 1441 AH
PRAYERS

Fajar: 5.27 am
Zohar: 12.16 pm

Asar: 4.05 pm
Maghrib: 5.47 pm

Isha: 6.56 pm
SUNSET TODAY 5.40 PM

SUNRISE TOMORROW 6.30 AM
MOONRISE TOMORROW 12.02 AM
MOONSET TOMORROW 11.45 PM

20% searches
go vernacular

Bhopal: Language
searches have grown

manifold in the country
in the past five years

with as many as 20 per-
cent of all the billions of

online searches being
carried out in the local

languages, says Google.
This is a massive growth
since 2014 when langu-

age searches were only 2
per cent of the total

online searches. — PTI

Hedge spills
Maha ‘secret’

Bengaluru: BJP MP
Anantkumar Hegde has

stoked a political row
with his claim that

Devendra Fadnavis was
made the Maharashtra
CM last month for few

days only to protect
`40,000 crore central
funds from being mis-

used. Mr Fadnavis, howe-
ver, dismissed the claim.

■ Full oon PPage 77

Railway finances
are worst: CAG

New Delhi: The Railways
recorded an operating

ratio of 98.44 per cent in
2017-18 which is the

worst in the previous 10
years, the Comptroller

and Auditor General has
said in a report tabled in

Parliament. Operating
ratio shows how efficie-
ntly the railway is oper-

ating and how healthy
are its finances.  — PTI

KANIZA GGARARI || DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 2

Onions will be dear for
the next two months as
stocks are dwindling.
Telangana earlier had 80
trucks supplying the
wholesale market but
nowadays it is only 40
trucks. The state has con-
trolled the price to `100
per kg, but vendors are
incurring losses and un-
willing to stock onions.

December and January
will see a shortage, said
wholesale vendors. They
rue that Telangana is the
only state where it is
`100 per kg; in other
states it ranges from `120
to `140 per kg.

The government has
told wholesalers that the
price must not peak.
“The stock from Alam-
pur is over,” said whole-
saler Venkar Ramana.
“Only stock from Sholap-
ur is available. But as
prices in Telangana are
controlled, they are not
sending any here.” In Sh-
olapur, 60 per cent of the
crop was spoiled and the
rest is selling at a higher
price in other states.

■ Page 22: VVendors aare 
qutting oonion ssale

PARMOD KKUMAR || DDC
NEW DELHI, DEC. 2

The Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind
(JuH) on Monday moved
the Supreme Court seek-
ing the reconsideration
of its November 9 verdict
giving ownership of the
disputed site at Ayodhya
for the construction of
Lord Rama’s temple, say-
ing it not only amounted
to condoning the illegal
acts of Hindu parties but
it also awarded them.

Pointing out that he
was conscious of the sen-
sitive issue and under-
stood the need to main-
tain peace and harmony
in the country, petitioner
Maulana Syed Ashhad
Rashidi (president,
Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind,
Lucknow) asserted that
there could be no lasting
peace without justice and
accountability.

Pointing to the “errors”
in the judgment, the plea
for reconsideration says
by directing a temple to
be built amounted to the
destruction of Babri
Masjid if it had not been
demolished on December
6, 1992.

The direction “virtual-
ly amounts to a man-
damus to destroy, beca-

use had the Babri Masjid
not been illegally demol-
ished on December 6,
1992, the execution of the
present order would have
required the destruction
of an existing mosque to
make space for a pro-
posed temple”, says the
petition.

Though the top court in
its verdict had noted
three of the illegalities
committed by the Hindu
parties, the JUH’s review
petition says that yet it
proceeded to “not only
condone the said illegal
acts but to award the
same by allotting the dis-
puted site to the Hindu
Parties.”

Today is the 24th day
since the judgment by
the five-judge Supreme
Court bench and the plea
seeking reconsideration
was to be filed within 30
days. The three illegali-
ties included damaging
the domes of the Babri
Masjid in 1934, the dese-
cration of the Babri
Masjid by placing the
Ram Lalla idols under
the central dome in 1949,
and the demolition in
1992.

■ Page 77: SSC eexercised iits
plenary ppowers wwrongly

ONIONS WILL
MAKE PEOPLE
CRY LONGER

JuH files review
plea on Ayodhya

S.N.V. SSUDHIR || DDC
VIJAYAWADA, DEC. 2

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy gave a sharp rebut-
tal to his detractors’ allega-
tions on his religion and
caste, saying “my religion
is humanity and my caste is
keeping the promises
made”.

Brushing aside remarks
raking up his Christian cre-
dentials by the Hindutva
gang, both online and else-
where, Mr Reddy said noth-
ing would deter him from
moving forward with his
welfare agenda. He was
speaking at the launch of
YSR Post Operative
Sustenance (YSR Arogyasri

Asara) scheme here on
Monday.

“It is unfortunate that
some people are talking
about my religion and my
caste,” he said. “I tell you
now that humanity is my
religion and keeping my
word is my caste. Despite
all such talk, we will go for-
ward with our welfare

work.”
BJP state chief Kanna

Lakshminarayana had
gone a step forward and
expressed doubt that
Jagan’s government had a
hidden agenda to promote
conversions by introducing
English medium instruc-
tion in government schools.
A few days ago, Jagan was

targeted on social media,
particularly Twitter, for his
Christianity.

#SaveHindusFromJagan
Reddy trended for two days
and garnered around 60,000
tweets. This was for the
first time so many tweets
with religious tinge against
Jagan emerged since he
became the Chief Minister.

Besides opinions on gov-
ernment programmes and
issues, Twitteratti also
shared pictures of Jagan
wearing a cross and taking
a holy dip during one of the
pushkarams for the river
Godavari. They found fault
with `5,000 per month to
pastors, and the razing of a
temple recently for road
widening in Guntur.

Humanity is my religion: Jagan
■AP CM speaks on Oppn using religion to target himEASY | HIT

■ ■ #SAVEHINDUSFROM
JaganReddy trended for
two days and garnered
around 60,000 tweets. This
was for the first time so
many tweets with religious
tinge against Mr Jagan
Mohan Reddy emerged
since he became the Chief
Minister.

Bloodlust in Parliament
over Disha’s gang-rape
Jaya asks government how it will stop repeat of such incidents
DC CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 2

The gang-rape and mur-
der of a veterinary doc-
tor (“Disha”) in Hyderab-
ad reverberated in both
Houses of Parliament on
Monday with Samajwadi
Party MP Jaya Bachchan
going to the extent of
demanding that the
accused be lynched. 

“These types of people
need to be brought out in
public and lynched,” Ms
Bachchan said. “I think
it is time. The people
want the government to
give a proper and defi-
nite answer.” 

She led a chorus of
angry voices in the Rajya
Sabha over the horrific
rape and murder. “I don’t
know how many times
I’ve stood and spoken
after this kind of crime. I
think it is time... whet-
her Nirbhaya or Kathua
or what happened in
Telangana... I think the
people now want the gov-
ernment to give a proper
and definite answer.”

“What has the govern-
ment done? How have
they tackled it? How has
justice been done for the
victims? I am not taking
names... but shouldn’t
the security be held res-
ponsible? I feel only one
day earlier something
similar happened in Tel-
angana... why wasn’t this
stopped?” she continued.

■ Page 22: MMercy sshouldn’t
be sshown: VVenkaiah

MADDY DDEEKSHITH || DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 2 

While people are demanding capital
punishment for the accused in the
“Disha” rape-murder case, many sick
individuals are searching her name on
porn websites, looking for a video of the
crime. It tops the most-visited porn
sites. Though a pornography ban is in
effect, porn addicts have created mirror
websites with slightly altered address-
es. (Pornhub, the world’s biggest porn
site set up pornhub.net.)

“Disha” was a top search on a popular
porn site “Xvideos” which has been offi-
cially banned by the Centre. The
authorities claimed that the evolution
of technology has enabled consumers to
browse gruesome videos with a differ-
ent IP address located in a foreign
nation. Activists say the mobile opera-
tors providing free internet have been

the root culprit. “A person can search
her name 100 times or 100 people have
searched for her videos,” psychology
professor G. Padmaja said. “Even ani-
mals have an ethical code which is lack-
ing in some humans and these perverts
have to be serious dealt with.”

The idea of providing free internet has
been root cause such brutal acts in soci-
ety, said V. Sandhya, the all India con-
vener of the Progressive Organisation
for Women (PoW). 

■ Page 22: IInternet iis mmisused: AActivist

‘Disha rape’ top porn site search
SOCIETYSICK 

SANJAY SSAMUEL PPAUL || DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 2

Rape tourism: people are visiting the
scene of the crime where “Disha” was
raped and murdered, stopping their
cars and bikes, and clicking photos as
souvenirs. Some even took selfies.

Police are finding these voyeurs tough
to handle and chase away. Sometimes
entire families turn out for this ghoul-
ish exercise. While the police try to shoo
one set of photo-shooters away, another
will come from behind to do the same.

Policemen claimed they could not even
take a bio-break.

The open plot where the crime took
place has been cleaned of weeds and
bushes; the wall has been broken and
cleared. It is next to the toll gate at
Shamshabad, where lorries are usually
parked. Police now does not allow any
vehicle to be parked. 

A road leads to the Chatanpalli bridge
where Disha’s body was burnt, but few-
er people come here as it is under the
bridge, and people feel spooked. Still, it
is not exempt from the odd voyeur.

Selfie tourism is on at crime site



From Page 1

“The Modi government
should be held responsible
for rise of porn-watching
in the country. While peo-
ple in the country are
deprived of food, shelter
and education, the govern-
ment joined hands with
corporates to provide free
internet to citizens who
were misusing it. Disha’s
name search on porn-sites
is proof of it,” Ms
Sandhya from PoW said. 

Dileep Konatham, direc-
tor of Digital Media for the
government of Telangana
says despite the porn ban
people can watch videos
easily through virtual pri-
vate networks (VPNs)
which help mask internet
browsers’ IP address in
India. Reports on social
media said Disha's name
had been searched 80 lakh
times by Monday 
morning. 

PAGE

2City
TUESDAY | 3 DECEMBER 2019 | HYDERABADDECCAN CHRONICLE

Suspension move
BJP’s Sangareddy unit suspends its
youth leader T. Asish Goud, who is fac-
ing allegations of sexual harassment

The accused in rape-
murder of Disha must
be brought to justice

within 30 days
— Nama Nageshwar Rao

TRS MP

IN BRIEF

CENTRAL
PRISON TURNS

INTO FORTRESS

Internet is misused: Woman activist

DC CCORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, DDEC. 22 

The police has increased secu-
rity measures at the
Cherlapalli Central Prison,
where the accused in the rape-
murder of Disha have been
housed since Saturday. This
happened after four to five
people came in the morning
with banners to the prison to
stage a protest. They were sent
away after a while.

There is a battery of police-
men and special forces
deployed near the jail who are
not allowing more than four
people to gather at a spot. The
road outside the jail connects
to the industrial zone and
there is constant movement of
vehicles. There are also two
petrol bunks. The jail was the
venue of protests on Saturday.
There were fewer people on
Sunday. Barricades have been
placed as the police does not
want to be taken by surprise.
So far no one has come to meet
the accused — Mohd. Ali, J.
Naveen, J. Shiva and
Chennakeshavulu — and they
have been kept separately in
cells meant to house those
accused in terror cases.

DISHA’S FAMILY
PERFORMS HER

LAST RITES
SANJAY SSAMUEL PPAUL || DDC 
HYDERABAD, DEC. 2 

The family of Disha, the vet-
erinarian who was raped and
killed, immersed her ashes
and returned home. The resi-
dents of Nakshatra Vilas at
Siddanthi Shamshabad, where
she stayed, took out a candle-
light rally where 500 residents
participated. The gated com-
munity has 137 villas and five
apartments.

Disha’s family has asked that
no outsider be allowed to meet
them. Politicians A. Revanth
Reddy, Prof. Kodandaram and
other politicians who visited
the place were not allowed
entry. 

A large number of police
personnel was stationed out-
side the gated community. 

Fifty metres from the colony
gate is a Maisamma temple.
Shivaraj, caretaker of the tem-
ple, said Disha used to stop to
pray to the Goddess every day.

Shut wine shops, cry residents
5 outlets run near the spot where Disha was raped and killed
MADDY DDEEKSHITH || DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 2

The new liquor policy has
enabled five liquor shops
to open in a two-kilometre
radius of the Tondupally
toll plaza in Shamshabad,
where a veterinarian now
known as Disha was bru-
tally raped and murdered. 

Residents in the vicinity
claimed that the area has
become unsafe and women
are living in constant
panic. They claim that the
liquor shops near the toll
plaza encourage com-
muters to stop and drink
liquor which can lead
them to commit heinous
crimes.

“The new liquor policy
allows them to be open till
11 pm in Greater
Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation limits. There
are at least five liquor
shops within a radial dis-
tance of 2 km from
Tondupally toll gate,
where the rapists con-

sumed liquor. Stop liquor
shops. Single biggest fac-
tor that makes localities
unsafe,” said Mr D.
Bhardwaj, a resident of
the area.

Another resident, Ms K.
Kalavathi, said, “The area
has been attracting com-
muters who stop and con-
sume alcohol because
there is sufficient parking
place. We are living in con-
stant panic and request
authorities to take serious
note of the issue to protect
residents, especially
women.”

The new liquor policy
follows a cluster system
that enables wine shop
owners to set up 18 wine
shops in the demarcated
area.

Telangana Wine Dealers’
Association president D.
Venkateswara Rao said
that the government has
merged eight wards and
made it a cluster and
allowed wine shop owners
to set up 18 liquor shops in

any location within the
cluster. 

Mr Rao said that the pre-

vious liquor policy
allowed a maximum of
four shops in each ward. 

Excise department offi-
cials were not available for
comment.

Preventive step

The usually bustling Charminar looks deserted as police prevented midnight rev-
ellers from visiting the place in view of the recent rape and murder of Disha. 

— P. SURENDRA

Mercy shouldn’t be
shown: Venkaiah

From Page 1

Samajwadi Party MP
Jaya Bachchan also
demanded that people
who failed to protect
women and children from
such horrific assaults
should be “named and
shamed”. Rajya Sabha
Chairman M Venkaiah
Naidu also suggested a
rethink on allowing con-
victs in heinous crimes to
submit mercy appeals.

“What happens even
after punishment is
given,” he asked. “We all
are witness. Appeal,
mercy (petition)...Can
anybody think of having
mercy on such people?”

“We should really think
about a change in the
legal system, in our judi-
cial system,” he said after
MPs expressed outrage
over the rising incidents
of crime against women.

Mr Naidu said crime
against women was a
“societal disease” and
there are lacunae in the
system, both legal as well
as in policing. “This kind
of violation of dignity of
women cannot go on
unchallenged. It should
be nipped in the bud,” he
said. The Chairman also
suggested photographs of
the guilty should be pub-
lished so that there is
social stigma and fear.

While the Chairman
described the incident as
a disgrace to humanity,
Leader of the Opposition
in Rajya Sabha Ghulam
Nabi Azad said society
will have to tackle this
problem at its root. The
guilty should be given
stringent punishment
without any discrimina-
tion of religion or caste,
he said.

Similar voices were
raised in the Lok Sabha.

Congress MP from
Telangana Uttam Reddy
described the Telangana
home minister’s com-
ment, that the victim
should have contacted
police and not her family,
as extremely insensitive.

He claimed that the fam-
ily had to walk to two or
three police stations
before a case was regis-
tered. “If the first police
station would have regis-
tered a case and started
investigation then the life
of the victim would have
definitely been saved,” he
said. He also blamed the
indiscriminate sale of
liquor in the state for the
increase in crime rate
and said demanded that a
fast-track court give a
quick verdict and hang
the accused.

TRS MP Kotha
Prabhakar Reddy termed
the incident as shameful
and said: “We need to
bring an act to curb such
incidents”. DMK’s T.R.
Baalu also raised the
issue of the sexual
assault of a schoolgirl in
Coimbatore.

Those involved in the
crime should be pun-
ished, Mr Baalu said,
adding the government
should come forward and
ensure time-bound
action. Intervening on
behalf of the government,
defence minister Rajnath
Singh said the govern-
ment was ready for a dis-
cussion in the Lok Sabha
on the issue of crime
against women and will-
ing to explore stringent
provisions in laws to
check incidents like the
Hyderabad rape and mur-
der case.

Anger, protests continue
seeking justice for Disha
KANIZA GGARARI || DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 2

More than 2,500 students
protested on Monday
demanding stringent
action against the four
accused in the Disha rape
and burning case. Female
students were present in
visibly large numbers in
the procession that started
from Indira Park, taking
the police by surprise.

The students, under the
banner of Akhil
Bharatiya Vidhyarthi
Parishad, went in a pro-
cession from Indira Park

to gather at Bagh
Lingampally. Those who
spontaneously turned up
to register their protest
included students from
universities and colleges
in and around the city.
Initially, police estimated
that only a few of the stu-
dents would assemble, but
their numbers picked up
gradually. 

The protesting students
carried banners and plac-
ards during their march,
while also shouting slo-
gans condemning the inci-
dent. 

National secretary gen-

eral of ABVP Nidhi
Tripathi criticised the
police, Telangana State
home minister Mahmood
Ali and the state govern-
ment for the way the case
was initially dealt with.
They demanded that a
fast-track court be set up
immediately to try the
accused and award death
penalty to Disha’s rapists.

A large number of
policemen guarded the
procession. 

At one stage, students sat
down near the Indira Park
and raised slogans relent-
lessly.

Cops seek 10-day
custody of rapists  
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 2

Shadnagar police has filed
a petition in court asking
for 10-day police custody
of the four accused in the
rape and murder of veteri-
narian Disha. The police
said it needed more time
to gather evidence and has

not questioned the four
suspects thoroughly. The
police has also pointed out
that Disha’s mobile has
not been found.
Meanwhile, at a review
meeting on Sunday. DGP
M. Mahendar Reddy said
the probe must be com-
pleted in a time-bound
manner. 

SREEPARNA CCHAKRABARTY
I DDC
NEW DELHI, DEC. 2

The Congress has decided to
hold a  demonstration and
candlelight vigil in
Hyderabad on December 4 in
protest against the gang-rape
and murder of a veterinari-
an there.

The vigil will be organised
by the All India Mahila
Congress — the women’s
wing of the party — and will
be attended by Mahila
Congress chief Sushmita
Dev and leaders of the
Telangana Congress.

“We demand the resigna-
tion of the Telangana Chief
Minister and time-bound
punishment for the rapist-
murderers,” Congress gener-
al secretary in-charge of
Telangana R.C. Khuntia told
this newspaper. 

The Congress leader said
that in addition to the

Mahila Congress’s vigil and
demonstration on December
4 in Hyderabad, the Youth
Congress will hold protests
across the country.

The Congress had in the
morning raised the issue of
the gang-rape-murder vocif-
erously in both Houses of
Parliament.

Members of the Telangana
Congress, including Pradesh
Congress chief N. Uttam
Kumar Reddy and Rajya
Sabha MP M.A. Khan, later
assembled at the Gandhi
statue in the Parliament
precincts and protested hold-
ing placards demanding jus-
tice for the victim.

Mr Uttam K. Reddy
slammed Telangana state
home minister Mahmood Ali
for his purported “insensi-
tive” remarks that Disha
should have called the police
instead of her sister, as well
as the state police for initial-
ly delaying lodging a case.

Addressing a separate
press conference, women
Congress MPs said that both
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Women and Child
Development Minister
Smriti Irani should show
political will and lay out an
emergency plan in this
regard.

■ ■ THERE WWERE protests on
Saturday but Sunday and
Monday have seen only two
to three people come with
banners who were sent
away. There are barricades
kept handy as they do not
want to be taken by 
surprise. 

Thousands of students, led by the ABVP, hold a protest rally from Baghlingampally to Indira Park on Monday against the gangrape and murder of
veterinary doctor Disha.            — S. SURENDER REDDY

Victim not spared even during periods 
PILLALAMARRI SSRINIVAS
I DDC
YELLAPATAR (KUMARAMB-
HEEM ASIFABAD), DEC. 2 

Police said Aparichita, 30,
(name changed) who was
raped by three men and
murdered was on her peri-
od when the incident
occurred on November 24.
The trio said she pleaded
with them to spare her but
they did not listen. Her
health condition was
reported by her husband.

Aparichita who used to
collect fallen hair in
households and offer bal-
loons and trinkets in
exchange. She would sell
the hair to traders.

Police said the accused
had pushed her into bush-
es while was walking with
a load of utensils, gagged
and assaulted her near
Yellapatar in Lingapur

mandal in Kumaram
Bheem Asifabad district.

At the scene of the
assault, bloodstains
remained on the stones
and dry leaves almost a
week after the attack.
Footwear said to belong to
Aparichita still lay there.

The spot is just 100

metres from the govern-
ment school at Ramnaik
thanda. As it was a
Sunday, the road to the
school,was deserted. 

It has now emerged that
Aparichita had gone to the
house of one of the perpe-
trators to give a container
just two hours before the

incident. The two families
knew each other well. She
had gone to the house to
give a container to collect
waste hair.

Accused Sheik
Shaboddin’s elder brother
Sheik Sharfoddin said he
(Sharofuddin) was feeling
guilty. He said the vil-
lagers especially the
women and children, had
good relations with
Aparichita. Mr Sheikh
Chand, the brother of
Sheik Babu, another
accused, said their family
had failed to change his
character and lifestyle.

The local police seem to
have failed to keep a close
watch on the three
accused who had a crimi-
nal background. A section
of villagers say that the
family members of the
accused used to protect
them. 

Accused Sheik Shaboddin’s brother Sheik Sharfoddin
with the silver bowl given by the rape victim just before
she was raped and murdered in the Yellapatar village in
Lingapur mandal in Kumarambheem Asifabad district,
on Monday. — PILLALAMARRI SRINIVAS

Telangana Congress MPs hold placards as they protest
demanding justice for rape and murder victim Disha, during
the ongoing Winter Session at Parliament House in New Delhi
on Monday.  — PTI

Congress wants KCR to resign
GOVT CRACKDOWN 

■ ■ However, immediately after blocking websites, VPN mobile 
applications have increased. In span of 12 months, 33.19 million
downloads were reported. 

■ ■ In July 2015, the Supreme Court refused to allow the blocking of
pornographic websites and said that watching pornography
indoors in the privacy of one’s own home was not a crime.

■ ■ In August
2015, the
Government
of India
issued an
order to
Indian ISPs to
block at least
857 websites
that it con-
sidered to be
porno
graphic.

■ ■ In 2015, the
Department of
Telecommunicati
ons (DoT) partial-
ly rescinded the
ban after a lawyer
filed a petition in
the Supreme
Court arguing
that online
pornography
encourages sex
crimes and rapes.

■ ■ In February 2016, the
Supreme Court asked the
Government to suggest
ways of banning all forms
of child pornography. In
October 2018, the govern-
ment directed ISPs to
block 827 websites that
host pornographic con-
tent following an order by
the Uttarakhand High
Court. The court cited the
rape of a class 10 girl
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Global recognition
City-based social crusader Rohith Vakrala con-
ferred Karmaveer Chakra Award 2019 by
iCONGO, UN for his contribution in social work

The deteriorating air
quality in Central

India is due to 
biomass burning 

— Vijay Kanawade researcher
University of Hyderabad

IN BRIEF

Vendors quitting
onion sale

From Page 1

“We can’t bring stock from
Gujarat as the government is

not willing to increase the
price,” said Duggu Jagdish
Kumar, another wholesaler.
“We are supplying 50 bags
to rythu bazaar in the state

at a loss. The onion procured
by us is `55 per kg but we

have to give it to the govern-
ment at `40 per kg. We are

incurring losses so that peo-
ple can get onions.” Many

vendors have quit the market
as they cannot afford this

loss. Crop damage has made
it difficult to get returns on
investments. The prices will

come down once the new
crop comes by January-end.

Urban heat effect is at
its worst during nights

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 2

Mayor Bonthu
Rammohan on Monday
handed over `5 lakh to
the family of Pasala
Naga Venkata Satyaveni,

who died in a freak
mishap at the
Biodiversity flyover in
Gachibowli on
November 23. Satyaveni
was standing on the foot-
path beside the flyover
when a car flew off the

n e w l y - i n a u g u r a t e d
structure and landed on
a tree near her. The tree
fell on Satyaveni, killing
her on the spot. She was
house-hunting along
with her daughter when
the accident occurred.

The car was driven by
one K. Milan Krishna, 27,
who was speeding on the
flyover. The car was trav-
elling at 104 kmph. He
lost control of the vehi-
cle, which hit the flyover
wall and fell on the road.

ADITYA CCHUNDURU ||
DC
HYDERABAD, DEC 2

A five-day international
meet, ‘Counterm-
easures to Urban Heat
Islands’ was kicked off
by municipal develop-
ment secretary Arvind
Kumar at the IIIT-
Hyderabad on Monday.
The term ‘urban head
island’ refers to a metro-
politan area that is sig-
nificantly warmer than
surrounding rural
areas due to human
activity. 

The conference targets
scientists, engineers,
builders, architects and
government officials,
who have been called
upon to find solutions to

relieving excessive heat
and air pollution during
summers in hot cities. It
had earlier been held in
Tokyo, Berkeley
(California, USA),
Venice and Singapore.

Mr Kumar said the
conference was
extremely relevant to
Hyderabad. “The busi-
ness space occupied in
Hyderabad may go up
from the current 120
million sq ft to 140 mil-
lion sq ft in 2025. What
that happens, the UHI
effect will double,” he
said. The senior bureau-
crat shared some of the
state government’s
countermeasure to
reduce the heat island
effect. “All 33 districts in
the state will have a

green action plan for all
urban local bodies
(ULB). Each ULB will
also have a nursery, 10
per cent of its budget
earmarked for a green
budget. Also, the town
planning department is
taking the necessary
measures to fix traffic
and infrastructure
issues. The state is
encouraging the devel-
opment of integrated
townships,” he said. 

Explaining the con-
cept, Mr Vishal Garg,
head of the Centre of IT
in Building Sciences,
IIIT-H, and organising
chair of the conference,
said, “The temperature
difference in an urban
heat island is usually
larger at night.”

Pleasant showers on a sultry night

Commuters caught unawares as the city received light showers on Monday evening after the sky remained
overcast throughout the day.              — DEEPAK DESHPANDE

Service Existing New
Ordinary
2 km `5 `10
6 km `10 `15
12 km `15 `20
20 km `20 `25
30 km `25 `30
40 km `30 `35

Metro Deluxe
2 km `10 `15
6 km `15 `20
14 km `20 `25
24 km `25 `30
32 km `30 `35
40 km `30 `35

LONG DISTANCE SERVICES
Service Existing New Min
Pallevelugu `63 `83 `5
Semi Express `75 `95 `5
Express `87 `107 `15
Deluxe `98 `108 `20
Super Luxury `116 `136 `25
Rajadhani AC
Vajra AC `146 `166 `35
Garuda `171 `191 `35
Garuda+ `182 `202 `35
Vennela `253 `273 `70

Service Existing New
Metro Express
2 km `10 `15
8 km `15 `20
16 km `20 `25
26 km `25 `30
36 km `30 `35
40 km `30 `40

THE FARE HIKE CHART CITY SERVICESIREDDY SSRINIVAS RREDDY ||
DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 2

If anyone is breathing easy
that bus services have been
regularised and things are
back to normal with
Telangana State Road
Transport Corporation
(TSRTC) then better be pre-
pared to shell down more
on travel costs, hereafter.

The corporation has
hiked bus fares following
the government's decision
to increase 20 paise per km
towards which it issued
orders on Monday. The
revised fares would come
into effect from Tuesday
midnight.

Following the November
28 Cabinet meeting, Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao informed that the
increase in the bus fares
would fetch profits for the
Road Transport
Corporation.

The buses departing from
all depots after 12 am will
charge the revised fares.
The minimum fare in ordi-
nary buses in Hyderabad
has been doubled to `10
from the existing `5, while
it has been enhanced to `15

on Metro Deluxe services.
The minimum fare in

Palle Velugu and semi-
express buses is `10 while
there is to be `5 increase on
all Express services with
the minimum fare being
`15.

The minimum fare for
deluxe services will be `20
and `25 on Super Deluxe
services. 

It will be `35 for Rajdhani,
Vajra, Garuda, and Garuda
Plus AC services and the
minimum fare on AC sleep-
er services has been
increased to `70.

The student’s monthly
bus pass, which cost `130,
has been increased to `165
in Hyderabad limits while
the quarterly passes for stu-
dents will now cost `.490
from the existing `390.  

The monthly ordinary
pass for general commuters
and government employees
has also been increased
from `770 to `950.

The Metro Express servic-
es pass has also been
increased to `1,070 from the
previous `880, and for the
Metro Deluxe services, the
fare of the monthly pass
has been revised to `1,185
from `990.

Get NoC to hold Numaish,
HC tells Exhibition Society  
VUJJINI VVAMSHIDHARA II
DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 2

The Telangana High Court
on Monday made it clear to
the Exhibition Society that
it will not allow the
Numaish, the annual All
India Industrial Exhibition,
to go ahead if it does not get
all the approvals including
from the fire department.
The Numaish starts on New
Year’s Day.

A fire had ravaged a sec-
tion of the exhibition last
year. It had subsequently
emerged that the society
was running the show with-
out a fire department clear-
ance. “Until and unless you
furnish all the NoCs (no-
objection certificates) before

this court, we will not per-
mit the Exhibition Society to
hold Numaish next year.
Even if the government
accords permission, this
court will not allow the soci-
ety to hold the exhibition,”
said a division bench of
Chief Justice Raghavendra
Singh Chauhan and Justice
A. Abhishek Reddy. 

The court was dealing
with a PIL filed by advocate
Khaja Aijazuddin alleging
apathy of the Exhibition
Society in taking up safety
measures. In the PIL filed
after last year’s fire acci-
dent, the petitioner had
urged the court to take
action against the society
members and officials of
the fire safety department
for not taking preventive

measures.
This PIL has been heard

many times and, on the the
last occasion, the court had
asked the government about
the action it had taken.

Mr S. Sharath, special
counsel, said the Hyderabad
police commissioner had
taken control of the
Exhibition Society and DCP,
central zone, appointed as
nodal officer to supervise
the arrangements. He, how-
ever, failed to submit the
plan of action and the requi-
site permissions.  Respond-
ing to this, Chief Justice
Chauhan said “Merely mak-
ing statements won’t suffice,
there should be documen-
tary evidence because it
involves the lives of inno-
cent traders and people.”

`5L for flyover crash victim’s kin  

Now, shell out more for RTC
bus travel, pay minimum `10

POWER | SHUTDOWN
9 am to 5 pm: Sagar Society
Colony, Kamalapuri Phase-III,
Arora Colony area;
Krishnanagar, Roads No. 2, 5, 9,
Jubilee Hills Check Post; Care
Hospital area, Banjara Hills
Road No. 2 area, Balagoud PT,
area behind Masjid, Water
Works area, Road No.12, Vijaya
Rama Rao house area; Sony TV
showroom aea, Apple Software
area, BSNL Exchange, Jubilee
Hills Road No. 62, Ramalayam,
area behind LV Prasad Marg,
LV Prasad Film Labs, Eye
Hospital; Venkatagiri water
works
10 am to 5 pm: Anjali theatre
area, Kalaniketan, Kalasiguda,
SD Road area, Swapnalok
Complex, Manju theatre area,
Margadarshi Chit Funds office,
Andhra Bank ATM, CMR
Textiles, Chennai Shopping
Mall, RP Road, Passport office,
Sri Sai Ganesh Lodge, Rathifile
bus stop, Hotel Basera area,
ICICI Bank, St Mary’s Church,
IBP Petrol Bunk area, St Ann’s
School area, South India
Church, Madhava Hospital, HP
Petrol Pump, St Patrick’s
School, Nagarjuna Health,
Regimental Bazaar 
10 am to 1 pm: BSNL Office,
Meraj Colony, IAS Colony,
Janakinagar, Chota
Janakinagar, Bakthavarguda,
Paramount Colony, MCH
Colony; Hakeempet, Al
Hasnath Colony, Yousuf Tekdi,
Military area, Mandar
Restaurant, 4 Seasons, Pista
House area.
2 pm to 5 pm: Brundava
Colony, Chota Janakinagar,
Bada Janakinagar, Fathima
Colony, Paramount Colony,
Mini Brundavan Colony,
Viratnagar; Al Hasanth Colony,
Yousuf Tekdi, Nizam Colony,
Toli Chowki, Delux Colony,
Dowlet Gulshan Colony, area
near KFC, Hakeemshakunta.

Staff crunch hits food safety checks
Telangana performs badly in food enforcement, reports FSSAI data
ADITYA CCHUNDURU II DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 2

Around a week ago, the
Food Safety Standards
Authority of India
(FSSAI) released data on
food enforcement in the
country. Telangana has
performed poorly along
with West Bengal,
Karnataka and Assam.

That Telangana is at the
bottom of the charts in
not surprising. The
Commission of Food
Safety in the state is run-

ning on a skeletal staff. It
has fewer employees than
a typical restaurant
whose food it is supposed
to monitor. These officers
have far too many respon-
sibilities and very few
resources.

There are 58 sanctioned
posts of food safety offi-
cers (FSO) in the state,
but only five are filled. In
fact, GHMC alone has 30
sanctioned FSO posi-
tions, though none of
them is filled. The five
serving FSOs are each

stationed in the districts
of Suryapet,
Kothagudem, Mancher-
ial, Warangal Rural and
Mahbubnagar.

Another pain point for
the department is that
there are only nine dis-
trict officers (DO) work-
ing across the state’s 32
districts (excluding the
GHMC region). Though
districts were reorgan-
ised in 2016, the jurisdic-
tion of the DOs corre-
sponds to the erstwhile
districts. Since most of

them have no FSO work-
ing under them, they
themselves are asked to
act as the FSO. Between
themselves, these officers
have the unenviable task
of ensuring food safety
across the thousands of
restaurants and street
vendors in the state.

A senior official from
the department said that
hiring new employees is
next to impossible.
“There is no budget. In
fact, we can’t buy a couple
of copies of the Food

Safety and Standards Act,
2006. That’s how short of
funds we are,” he said.
Indeed, the money is so
non-existent that there is
only one computer across
the entire department,
which is at the head office
in Hyderabad! None of
the DOs or FSOs has a
computer on which to file
reports. There isn’t even
a printer anywhere. The
officers have to get every-
thing done externally
from cyber cafes. The offi-
cial quoted above said

DOs and FSOs rarely ever
check their emails. All
business is done over
phone and WhatsApp.

The DOs have no assis-
tants and act completely
on their own. “They have
to travel across their
jurisdiction on their own
and collect samples from
restaurants and street
vendors all on their own.
Things can get hairy in
rural areas, where restau-
rant owners can gang up
on the officer and threat-
en him.
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Collector rewarded
Sangareddy collector M. Hanumantha Rao gets
best collector award for providing facilities to
persons with disabilities during elections

Gandhi Hospital’s
blood bank has been
recognised as best in

state sector
— Etala Rajender

Health minister

IN BRIEF
Man gives fake
job offers, held

Hyderabad: The police on
Monday arrested a city resi-

dent who duped job aspi-
rants by collecting money

and provided fake appoint-
ment letters with the

Airports Authority of India.
The aspirants realised they

had been cheated only when
they went to join duty at the

Shamshabad airport. The
Task Force said the accused,

Mohd Jameel Ahmed, 34,
was working on an outsourc-

ing basis for an airline to
clear the flight cabins and

had quit in 2018. Ahmed
faces one case each at the
Kanchanbagh, Dabeerpura,

and Mailardevpally police
stations. Police seized a

computer, a mobile phone
and four fake appointment

letters from him.

2 held with
45-kg ganja

Hyderabad: Two persons
from Punjab who were
smuggling ganja from

Andhra Pradesh to Delhi in a
train were arrested by the

Government Railway Police
of Secunderabad on

Monday. The police seized
45 kg of ganja. GRP

Superintendent B. Anuradha
said that during the check-

ing by the GRP and Railway
Protection Force personnel

at the Secunderabad
Railway Station, the

accused, Santosh Kumar
Singh, 32, and Rahul Verma,

23, residents of Patiala in
Punjab, were found carrying

13 packets of ganja in five
bags on the foot overbridge.

Ms Anuradha said the duo
bought ganja from

Visakhapatnam and was tak-
ing it to Delhi.

Burglars held
in Khammam
Khammam: Two persons

allegedly involved in thefts
in four states, were caught

in Khammam on Monday.
Property worth of `30 lakh

including a multi-utility vehi-
cle was recovered from

them. They were stopped
during routine checks.

Finding their movements
suspicious, police searched
the vehicle and found 267

gm of gold jewellery and 30
kgs of silver there. They

were identified as Rayapati
Venkanna aka Venkaiah and

Munagala Jayaram alias
Raju. The MUV (MH13 BH
2023) was also stolen in

Maharashtra and they had
changed the number to

AP30 AE 0123. Venkanna
hailed from Chaitanyapuri,
Guntur, and Jayaram from

Rajarajeswaripet,
Vijayawada.  Police said they
were taking the loot to their

homes in Andhra Pradesh
when they were nabbed.

MOLESTER
BEATEN UP,
GIRL SAVED

DC CORRESPONDENT
TIRUPATI, DEC. 2

Villagers thrashed a young-
ster at Peddakondamarri in
Chowdepalli mandal of
Chittoor district on Monday
for trying to molest a nine-
year-old girl. He was handed
over to local police and a case
has been registered under
POCSO Act against the
accused who is identified as G.
Muni Raja (28) and a relative
to the victim.   

According to Chowdepalli
sub-inspector Mandli Anil
Kumar, the incident happened
on Sunday evening when the
girl was playing at her home,
while her parents were away
on some domestic work. When
Muni Raja tried to molest her,
she began screaming. This led
to locals rushing in and they
caught hold of Muni Raja.

Acting on the complaint
lodged by the victim’s parents,
police registered a case and
the girl was sent to the hospi-
tal for conducting medical
examination.

OBITUARY

Rt. Sub. HARDIT SINGH
1926-2019

With great grief we inform you 
that our revered Pitaji left for 

his heavenly abode on 29.11.2019
Bhog Shri Akhand Path Sahib,
Antim Ardas & Kirtan 4.12.2019,
12-1 p.m. followed by Guru ka
Langar, House No. 52, Shakti Nagar,
Ramakrishna Puram, Secunderabad

9246331860, 9494060735,
8106257467

Inserted by Family

(S/1920/D01354)

3rd DEATH REMEMBRANCE

MADISHETTY BHUSHAIAH
DOB: 02-02-1937     DOD: 06-12-2016

“Your memories are always in our hearts
forever”
M. Jaya Laxmi, M. Sudha Venugopal,
M. Swarna Raj Gopal, V. Siri Harin,

B. Divya Arvind, M. Rishik Raj.

OBITUARY
Jesus said... “I am the resurrection and
the life. The one who believes in me will
live even though they die.” John 11:25

JAMES VIJAY KUMAR
(Retd. Railways Employee)

DOB: 18-05-1950       DOD 02-12-2019
Funeral Service at 3.00 p.m. All Saints’
Church, Trimulgherry on 3-12-2019.
Burial at No.12, Cemetery, Lane Opp.
RTA, Trimulgherry.
Inserted by: Mrs. Chandra James & Family

Cell No. 9966030074/ 9885574007

(CA-3090)

SHRADDANJALI

Smt. CHANDRAPRABHA
DAMODARDAS SHAH

D.O.D: 2nd December 2019
Inserted by Grieving Son & Family 

Shri Sunil D. Shah (Son)
Smt. Sunanda S. Shah (Daughter-in-Law)

Shri Apurva S. Shah (Grand Son)
Shri Amrit S. Shah (Grand Son)

Smt. Shikha A. Shah (Grand Daughter-in-Law)
Master Krishan A. Shah (Great Grand Son)

And all other family members of 
Raja Bhagvandas Haridas & Sons.

SHRADDANJALI

Smt. CHANDRAPRABHA
DAMODARDAS SHAH

D.O.D: 2nd December 2019
You will always be there in our memories
Inserted by Grieving Son & Family 

Son: Sudhir Damodardas Shah 
Daughter in law: Anjana Shah

Grand Son & Spouse: Akshay & Nehal Shah, 
Grand  Daughters & Spouse:

Sanjeeta & Amit Sheth 
Sonam & Rahul Jhaveri and

Anaika, Sophia & Sarina, Amay
Daughter in law: Kamini Vinod Shah

Grand Son & Spouse: Avinav &
Swarna Shah and Ayaan

With profound grief we 
inform the sad demise of

Smt. CHANDRAPRABHA (Hira Bai)
W/o late Damodardas Mukandas Shah

On 2nd December 2019
Funeral procession will start from our
residence at Plot #8-2-684/3/K/22, Kaushik
Society, Vemireddy Enclave, Road No. 12,
Banjara  Hills to Vaikunta Mahaprasthanam
near Whisper Valley Crematorium on
Tuesday 3rd December 2019 at 11.00 am

Sudhir Shah
RBH & Sons Jewellers

9849011062, 9949900055
SHRADDANJALI

Smt. CHANDRAPRABHA
DAMODARDAS SHAH

D.O.D: 2nd December 2019
You will always be there in our memories

Inserted by 
Grieving Daughter-in-law & Family 

Daughter in law: Kamini V Shah
Grand Son & Spouse:

Avinav & Swarna Shah + Ayaan shah
Grand Daughter & Spouse:

Nandita & Vijay Trivedi

SHRADDANJALI 

Smt. Chandraprabha
Damodardas Shah

D.O.D: 2nd December 2019
You will always be there in our memories

Inserted by:
Grieving Daughters & Family

Jaidevi Madhusudan Shah
Kamini Krishnavadan Shah

Anuradha Anil Parikh &
Niraj, Deepti, Aarti, Pooja,
Darshini, Aditi & Ayush

SHRADDANJALI 

Smt. Chandraprabha
Damodardas Shah

A woman to be remembered, A life to be
honoured.

WE will miss you Dadima…
Nandita & Vijay Trivedi

Yana & Vritti

OBITUARY

Blessed are the dead who die in
the Lord. Revelation 14:13

KOTHAPALLY REV. JOHN CLEOPHAS
S/o Late Kothapally John Abraham

DoB: 22-12-1945 DoD: 02-12-2019
Funeral today at Nakrekal,
Mandlapuram, at 11.30 am.

— Grieving family members.
Phones: 9550391033, 9849202020

33rd FOND MEMORY 

Mr. RAMNATH MEHAN
Sole Prop. Signal Sports Co., Abids Circle

DOB: 14-12-1906    DOD: 3-12-1986
I THANK HIM FOR TEACHING ME GOOD

BUSINESS WITH HONESTY.
Inserted by:

Gianeshwar Kumar Mehan (Puppy)
CEO & MD of Signal Sports Co. Abids

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 2

A 31-year-old man who sexu-
ally abused a minor girl
when she was alone in her
hut at Balanagar has been
convicted and imprisoned
by a court for three years.

According to Cyberabad
police, a case was registered
against K. Ravi Shekar, a
resident of Ferozguda on
January 8, 2016, for sexually
abusing the child. He had
taken advantage of the
absence of the girl's parents.

After investigation, the
case was charge-sheeted
before the Ninth Additional
District Judge Court (Fast
Track Court) at LB Nagar.

Fast Track Court
Magistrate N. Raghunath
Reddy on Monday gave the
judgment.

MAN GETS 3-YEAR
RI FOR SEXUAL
ABUSE OF MINOR 

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 2

A 22-year-old MBA stu-
dent died of a severe
head injury when the
helmet he was wearing
broke in a mishap at
Langer Houz on
Monday. The police
said that the helmet
was of poor quality
and broke when it hit a
GHMC water tanker
and a median. 

The victim, V. Pranay,
22, of Kranthinagar,
Mehdipatnam, was a
first year student in a
private college in the
city. His father, Mr V.
Prabhakar, works in
the panchayat raj

department.
Pranay left home at

about 10.40 to go to the
college located at
Ibrahimbagh on his
bike (TS12 EF 1844).
When he reached the
main road at Nanal
Nagar, he lost control
over the bike rammed
it into a water tanker
(AP28 TD 1160) belong-
ing to the GHMC from
the rear and fell down.

Langer Houz inspec-
tor Ch Srinivas said
the accident took place
on the main road at a
U-turn at Andhra
Floor Mill. He said
Pranay’s head hit the
tanker and the median.

“Pranay was wearing

a helmet. When he fell
down after hitting the
lorry, it broke. His
head came in direct
contact with the water
tanker and then the
median. He suffered a
critical head injury
and died on the spot,”
said the inspector.

The helmet appeared
to be of low quality
and it broke due to the
impact.

A case has been regis-
tered following a com-
plaint from the vic-
tim’s father for the
investigation and the
body was handed over
the autopsy at
Osmania General
Hospital.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 2

The death toll in the murder of the
tahdsildar Ch Vijaya Reddy at the
Abdullapurmet mandal revenue
office increased to four with the
death of Kavali Chandraiah on
Monday. After battling for life for
28 days, Chandraiah succumbed to
the severe burns he sustained, at
Apollo DRDO hospital in
Kanchanbagh. Chandraiah, 53, a
resident of Rallaguda in
Shamshabad, worked as an atten-
dar at the tahsildar’s office.

On November 4, K. Suresh, 38, a
resident of Gowrelli village in
Ranga Reddy district, went to the
tahsildar’s office and had set
ablaze Vijaya Reddy. Her driver
Gurunatham received over 60 per
cent burns and Chandraiah 40 per
cent in their attempt to save her.
Suresh also received burns.

Vijaya Reddy died the same day.
Gurunatham died the next day and
Suresh two days later.

Weak helmet
proves deadly
Poor quality helmet breaks upon
impact, MBA student on bike dies

JAYENDRA
CHAITHANYA T. I DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 2

Apprehending out-
right rejection by fami-
ly elders, two young
couples committed sui-
cide separately at
Kesahmpet and Sha-
bad in Ranga Reddy
district on Monday.

At Shabad, the man
and woman were found
hanging on a tree,
while at Keshampet, a
young man hanged
himself to a tree after
learning about the sui-
cide of his girlfriend.

Keshampet sub-ins-
pector K. Venkatesh-
warlu said that N.
Sriramulu, 23, and P.
Susheela, 18, both resi-
dents of Thommidi-
rekula were in love for
the last two years.
They were planning to
get married with the
consent of their fami-

lies. Meanwhile, Sus-
heela conceived and
she was four months
pregnant. They were
worried about parental
acceptance as they
belonged to different
communities.

A worried Susheela
hanged herself to the
ceiling at her house at
around 1.30 am and
died. In the morning,

as the news spread in
the village, Sriramulu
also committed sui-
cide. He was found
hanging to a tree locat-
ed on the outskirts of
the village at around 7
am, said the SI.

Two cases of suspi-
cious deaths have been
registered and the bod-
ies were handed over
to their kin after
autopsy, he said.

At Lingareddiguda in
Shabad, Pallavi, 19 and
Mahendar, 21, were
found dead hanging to
a tree on the outskirts
of the village.

The police found that
they were in love for
some time but were
worried about accept-
ance of their families.
This could have led to
take the extreme step,
police said. A case of
suspicious death has
been registered by the
Shabad police.

Fear of rejection turns fatal

Attender at
Vijaya Reddy
office dies

Balapur cop
succumbs to
suicide bid
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 2

An assistant sub-inspector work-
ing in Balapur police station who
had set himself ablaze alleging
died at the Apollo DRDO hospital
on Monday.

On November 22, the ASI, K.
Narsimha, 54, climbed a water
tank near the Balapur police sta-
tion and tried to immolate himself,
alleging that he was targeted by
his superiors and was being sub-
jected to humiliation.

Police said Narsimha had a heat-
ed argument with two constables
who had asked for the music sys-
tem at a marriage to be shut off
where he was present.

Subsequently, a constable lodged
a complaint with the Balapur
police against the ASI and his son
for using objectionable language.
Narsimha was transferred to
Manchal police station. Upset with
these developments, he attempted
suicide.

LIVES | LOST

With the Biodiversity Park flyover closed, heavy traffic is seen on the road
on Monday. The flyover was after the accident in which a speeding car flew
off and killed a woman standing on the footpath. — P. SURENDRA

Stuck again

2 couples fear their
families, end lives

■ ■ IN ONE of the
cases, the woman
had become preg-
nant and this caused
a further scare for
the couple over their
acceptance.

■ ■ THE WOMAN
committed suicide at
her home. As news
spread, her friend
hung himself from a
tree.

Umasankar
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Disability Day
P. Chokka Rao, national general secretary, 
All India Confederation of The Blind, urges 
people to extend financial support to the disabled

We need stringent
laws to punish those

who indulge in
violence on women

— Malothu Kavitha

TRS MP

SHORT TAKES

Cong raps CM on fare hike
‘KCR failed to maintain law and order, provide safety’

SCHOOLS TO
COME UP ON 50

WAKF LANDS
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 2

Fifty Wakf properties have
been earmarked to build
minorities residential schools.
Government adviser on
minority affairs A.K. Khan,
who is also the society presi-
dent, is keen to build residen-
tial schools on Wakf proper-
ties as they are now function-
ing from private buildings for
which the TMREIS is paying
about `150 crore annually in
rent. 

The Central Wakf Council
has accorded consent.

The Telangana Minorities
Residential Educational
Institutions Society (TMREIS)
runs 204 residential schools
and 12 junior colleges.

A meeting of the Wakf Board
and TMREIS officials was held
in the presence of home minis-
ter Mohammed Mahmood Ali
on Monday.

Mr Khan also held discus-
sions with MIM legislator
Akbaruddin Owaisi. Mr Khan
will send a detailed proposal to
the government.

Wakf Board Chairman
Mohammed Saleeem said
there is a provision in the
Wakf Act for long-term lease.
Amendments carried out in
the Wakf Act in 2013 envisage
leasing of a Wakf property for
commercial activities, educa-
tion or health purpose for up
to 30 years with the approval of
the state government follow-
ing certain guidelines laid
down in the act. 

S.N.C.N. AACHARYULU || DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 2

Telangana state Cong-
ress leaders slammed the
TRS government for the
failure to maintain law
and order and for
increasing bus fares.

AICC secretary and for-
mer MP V. Hanumantha
Rao demanded that a suo
motu case be registered
against Chief Minister
K. Chandrasekhar Rao,
holding him responsible
for the death of 30 RTC
employees and cheating
the courts during the
RTC strike period.

Speaking to the media
in Zaheerabad, he asked
how Mr Rao is announc-
ing sops to RTC employ-
ees worth crores of
rupees when he has told
the High Court that the
government has no
money to give to RTC.

Mr Hanumantha Rao
demanded that the
accused in the Disha
rape-and-murder case
should be given capital
punishment immediate-
ly.

Meanwhile, TPCC vice-
president Mallu Ravi and
former minister Nagam
Janardhan Reddy, also
speaking to the media at
Gandhi Bhavan on
Monday, alleged that the

law and order situation
had deteriorated in the
state. People have lost
confidence in the police
and “friendly policing” is
only for the TRS leaders.
They said that had the
CM made the announce-
ment of giving crores of
rupees to the RTC
employees a few days
ago, 30 RTC employees
would not have died.

The TPCC conducted
protest rallies in all dis-
trict headquarters on
Monday against the hike
in RTC fares.

TPCC Campaign Com-
mittee chairperson and
former MP Vijayasha-
nthi said in a statement
that it is surprising that
it took the CM 72 hours to
react to the Disha rape
and murder. The Chief
Minister held a press
meet immediately after
the Huzurnagar by-elec-
tion result was declared
recently, but it took him
three days to react to the
ghastly rape-and-murder
of a woman.

Ms Vijayashanthi said
when the CM had said
earlier that no one can
save the RTC, how has he
done so in two months?
She said the CM values a
dog in Pragathi Bhavan
more than he does
Telugu society.

HC on strike: All’s
well that ends well
VUJJINI VVAMSHIDHARA
I DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 2

The Telangana High
Court was not inclined to
go into the issue of the
government ignoring the
TSRTC trade unions. It
also dismissed a PIL filed
on seeking a direction to
hold the government
responsible for the death
of employees that occur-
red during the strike
period.

A division bench com-
prising Chief Justice
Raghavendra Singh Cha-
uhan and Justice A.
Abhishek Reddy dis-
missed with the PIL filed
by retired Osmania Uni-
versity professor P.L.
Vishveshwar Rao, saying
that the prayer in the PIL
had been answered as
the government had
taken the employees
back.

The bench drew from
the Ramayana and said
Ravana’s brother
Vibhishan was crowned
king only after Lanka
had been destroyed. The
bench dismissed the PIL
with citing the name of a
Shakespearean play,
“All’s Well That Ends

Well”. Prof. Rao, submit-
ting his arguments on
his own, said that Chief
Minister K. Chandra-
sekhar Rao had called
the workmen and held
talks with them without
the trade unions being a
part of the talks.

He said the unions
were part of the demo-
cratic set-up and were
recognised and had come
into existence in the
1920s. “The state is act-
ing as per its conven-
ience and all its deci-
sions are not in conso-
nance with the
Constitution,” Prof. Rao
said.

The bench said that the
government had done
many things for the
workmen. If at all the
trade unions had a griev-
ance, they can approach
the appropriate forum.
The trade unions do not
require the support of
the common citizen in
this issue, the bench
said.

Excess toll: FASTag
empties cash faster
N. VVAMSI SSRINIVAS II DDC
VIJAYAWADA, DEC. 2

Fastag users at certain toll
plazas are ending up paying
excess fee than mandated
when completing the
return journey within 24
hours. Users can do nothing
about it, as the fee is auto-
matically deducted from
the vehicle’s FASTag
account. Under the manual
system, vehicle users could
take the return ticket by
paying just 1.5 times the
regular fee. 

For example, the Kalapar-
ru toll plaza near Eluru on
Chennai-Kolkata National
Highway deducted a toll fee
of `40 when a vehicle
passed it at 8.13 am on
Sunday while proceeding in
the direction of Kolkata.
The vehicle user got within
minutes an SMS and mail
from the banker on deduc-
tion of the toll fee. The
same vehicle passed the
Kalaparru plaza in return
direction about 12 hours
later at 9.39 pm. The same
amount of `40 was deduct-
ed from the FASTag  accou-
nt, instead of `20 collected
in the manual process.

“The board at toll plaza
clearly indicates that only
`20 must be collected for the
return journey on the same
day,” the dismayed vehicle
user pointed out.

Toll fee collection is in the
process of getting automat-
ed through FASTag, with
the Centre making it mand-
atory for all vehicles that
will pass through toll plazas
from December 15 onwards.
Based on the concessional
agreement for the plaza
concerned, the National
Highway Authority of
India notifies collection of
subsidised toll fee which, in
most cases, is half the regu-
lar fee, provided the return
journey is completed with-
in 24 hours. For some old
projects, however, there is
no subsidy on return fare.

According to gazette noti-
fication 371 issued by the
Ministry of Transport and
Highways on February 18,
2013, the rate for light
motor vehicle at Kalaparru
toll plaza, taking 2008 as the
base year, is `0.65, which

works out to `40 for a one-
way trip. Column 6 of the
gazette lists out the fee for
multiple journeys, accord-
ing to which only 1.5 times
the regular fee should be
collected when a vehicle
completes two trips within
a day. At some plazas, like
Kaza between Vijayawada
and Guntur, a vehicle can
pass any number of times
within 24 hours for the
same fee.

A senior official at Regio-
nal Office of NHAI, Vijaya-
wada, told Deccan Chronicle
that individual toll plazas
do not have access to the
main server, wherein the
highway authority inte-
grates toll plazas. “None
can tamper with the rates,”
he maintained. When the
excess collection was
brought to his notice, he
merely said the vehicle user
can register a complaint
with NHAI.

The NHAI website
tis.nhai.gov.in contains
details of toll fee collected
at every plaza in the coun-
try. Vehicle users can cross
check the fee on the website
and bring excess collection,
if any, to attention of the
authorities concerned.

Incidentally, information
contained on the website is
too confusing in case of
Keesara toll plaza between
Vijayawada and Hydera-
bad. Vehicle users are being
charged `55 for each trip
even if the return journey
is completed within 24
hours. The website, howev-
er, shows that only `15
should be charged for the
return journey. 

“This might be a discrep-
ancy. There is no conces-
sional tariff for return jour-
ney at Keesara,” the NHAI
official clarified.

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 2

Concerned over the delay in
revival of Musi river, the
Telangana High Court on
Monday decided to hear all
the pending petitions which
have became a hindrance to
the work of the officials.

Some persons who have
encroached into the Musi
river have approached the
High Court and obtained a
stay order which has ham-
strung officials.

The division bench com-
prising Chief Justice Rag-
havendra Singh Chauhan
and A. Abhishek Reddy was
dealing with two PILs that
sought revival of the Musi
river.

The court felt that the gov-
ernment was not serious in
going ahead with river
clean-up.

“The Chairman and
Director of the Musi River
Flood Development
Authority, during the meet-
ings held with me assured
that the stretch of 5 km of
the Musi river which flows
in front of the High Court
will be cleaned and encro-
achments removed. The
High Court is waiting for
the assurance to be ful-
filled,” the Chief Justice
said adding that there were
no stay orders on the work
on this stretch.

Justice Chauhan said,
“We are forced to breathe
the terrible air... we do not
know what chemicals we

are breathing and what
adverse affects it will have
on our health, apart from
the mosquito menace. We
are not able to hold the
meetings on the adminis-
trative side in the evening
hours due to the mosquito
menace.”

The bench expressed dis-
may that no lake in the state
had potable water. “We the
citizens of this state are pol-
luting our lakes and the
environment, imperilling
our lives.”

Referring to the immer-
sion of idols in the lakes,
particularly Hussainsagar,
Justice Chauhan said, “God
never said that we should
live in a dirty environment.
There should be concept of
purity.  I can assure that the

condition of our lakes are
horrible.”

Citing the examples of
Rajasthan where the gov-
ernment had taken the ini-
tiative to clean eight lakes,
Gujarat where the Sabar-
mati was cleaned up and of
the Gomti in Lucknow, the
Chief Justice asked the
Telangana state govern-
ment why it cannot do it.

Expressing confidence
that the government was
capable to reviving the
Musi, the Chief Justice
said, “When the govern-
ment can create a miracle
like the Kaleshwaram irri-
gation project, why can’t it
take up the Musi river
issue? It is lagging behind
due to the lack of will
power.”

Kaleshwaram-like miracle
can be done on Musi: HC

● Vijayashanthi said that it is surprising
that it took the CM 72 hours to react on
the rape and murder of Disha.

● Prayer in the PIL
had been answered
as the employees
were taken back,
the High Court said.

● Toll fee collection is
in the process of get-
ting automated
through FASTag, with
the Centre making it
mandatory for all
vehicles that will pass
through toll plazas
from December 15
onwards.

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 2

Chief Minister K. Chan-
drasekhar Rao left for
Delhi on Monday night
for three days. Depend-
ing on the situation, Mr
Rao may extend his Delhi
visit. 

The purpose of the
visit is to attend the mar-
riage reception of Power
Finance Corporation
chairman Rajeev Shar-
ma’s son on Tuesday. Mr

Rao will also undergo a
dental check-up and is
scheduled to return to
Hyderabad on December
5.

Two days ago, at a

media conference, Mr
Rao said he was going to
Delhi on December 3 and
would meet Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
to discuss pending issues
related to the state.

He said he would
request Mr Modi to set
up the Indian Institute of
Management (IIM) at
Hyderabad. But the
appointment with the
Prime Minister has not
been confirmed. Should
it come through, he will

stay on. 
Mr Rao was also going

to discuss with the cen-
tre the privatisation of
RTC routes in the state
as per the central govern-
ment’s Motor Vehicle
Act.

But now he seems to
have shelved the privati-
sation plan. He did say
though that the Central
government owes RTC
around `25,000 crore, so
if he meets Mr Modi, this
issue may be discussed.

CM in Delhi, awaits PM meet

A file photo of the polluted Musi river. — DC

K. CChandrasekhar RRao
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More big cats
Union minister Prakash Javadekar
says tiger population has increased by
750 in the last four years to 2,976

The Centre is not
accepting the

economic slowdown
in current scenario

— A. Raja

DMK MP

IN BRIEF

45-YEAR-OLD
HELD FOR 

RAPING MINOR
Kendrapara, Dec. 2: Odisha
Police on Monday arrested a
45-year-old man on charges of
allegedly raping a 9-year-old in
Kendrapara district of Odisha,
police said on Monday.

The incident took place on
Sunday night at a village
under Derabish police station
limits of the district and both
the accused and the victim hail
from it, the police said.

The minor girl was returning
home from her private tutor’s
house when the accused came
in his motorcycle, offered to
drop her home and offered her
potato chips.

The unsuspecting girl agreed
to go with the man as he is
known to her family, the police
said.

The man then took the girl to
a deserted spot and raped her,
the police said.

The victim returned home
later that night and narrated
her ordeal to her mother.

Her family complained to the
police, who nabbed the man
from a neighbouring village,
said SDPO Rajib Lochan
Panda.

The man was arrested and
medical examinations of the
victim and the accused were
held.

RS PASSES BILL
PROHIBITING 

E-CIGARETTES
New Delhi, Dec. 2: The
Parliament on Monday passed
a bill prohibiting the produc-
tion, trade, transport, storage
and advertisement of electron-
ic cigarettes in the country.

The Prohibition of
Electronic Cigarettes Bill,
2019, was passed in Rajya
Sabha with a voice vote. It was
passed in Lok Sabha earlier
this month. 

The government had issued
an ordinance to ban e-ciga-
rettes in September this year.
The new law would replace the
ordinance. 

Health minister Harsh
Vardhan said the government
has brought in the bill in order
to control the problem at the
onset before it becomes too big
to handle. 

“All my life, I have fought
against tobacco lobby. You
(members) should not have
any suspicion about our inten-
tions. We want to nip this prob-
lem in the bud,” Mr Vardhan
said in the Rajya Sabha while
replying to various queries of
the opposition members.

Once the consumer base of a
product becomes big, like in
the case of regular tobacco
products and alcohol, it is not
easy to control the situation,
he added. Vardhan said it was
important to being in the ordi-
nance in September this year
as big companies were gearing
up to launch their products in
the country.

“The same tobacco compa-
nies are also promoting e-ciga-
rettes..As conventional busi-
ness is going down, these com-
panies are now promoting new
methods like e-cigarettes,” he
added. It is easy for children to
get addicted to e-cigarettes, so
urgent steps were required,
the minister said.

PARMOD KKUMAR
NEW DELHI. DEC. 2

Activist Bindu Ammini on
Monday moved the Supreme
Court seeking safe passage
and protection for women of
all age groups going to the
Sabarimala temple.

Ms Ammini in her petition
has contended that the top
court while referring the
issue of the entry of women
in the Sabarimala temple to
a larger seven-judge bench
had not put on hold the oper-
ation of 2018 judgment by
which women of all age

groups were permitted to
enter the temple.

The top court while refer-
ring the issue of the entry of
women in the Sabarimala
temple to a larger bench had
clubbed it with the issue of
Muslim women’s entry to
mosques, cases of female
genital mutilation in the
Dawoodi Bohra community
and Parsi women being
barred from participating in
religious activities of the
community if she 
marries outside the commu-
nity. 

Ms Ammini has sought

direction to Kerala to ensure
safe passage for every
women going to the
Sabarimala temple without
any hindrance from any

source, including the state
and its agencies.

She has sought further
direction to the Kerala gov-
ernment to “respect, fulfil
and protect the rights of all
women regardless of age to
enter the Sabarimala temple
without hindrance in any
manner whatsoever and in
particular by preventing the
unruly mobs or individuals
from obstructing them 
from entering the 
temple.”

Ms Ammini and Kanaka
Durga had entered the
Sabarimala temple on

January 2 this year after the
top court verdict in
September 2018 allowing
women of all ages to enter
the shrine.

The top court had on
November 14 referred to a
seven-judge Constitution
Bench the question of the
entry of menstruating
women in the age group 10 to
50 years in Lord Ayyappa’s
Sabarimala temple and the
issues relating to discrimi-
natory religious practices
relating to women in
Muslim, Parsi and Dawoodi
Bohra community.

Activist seeks direction to govt for ensure safety from mobsSAFE | PILGRIMAGE

Banihal/Jammu, Dec.
2: Civilian traffic on the
270-km Jammu-Srinagar
national highway was
suspended on Monday to
allow smooth passage of
security convoys and to
facilitate maintenance
of the road damaged by
recent landslides, traffic
department officials
said.

“No civilian vehicle
was allowed to ply on the
highway from either
Srinagar or Jammu this
morning to allow
smooth passage of secu-
rity convoys and to
carry out some repair
work on the road dam-
aged by recent land-
slides in the Ramban
sector,” an official said.

Meanwhile, efforts are
on to restore the 434-km
Srinagar-Leh National
highway — the only road
linking Ladakh with
Kashmir — and Mughal
road which connects
Poonch and Rajouri dis-
tricts in Jammu with
Shopian district. While
Srinagar-Leh highway
was closed on Nov. 27 fol-
lowing heavy snowfall at
Zojilla pass, the Mughal
road was closed on Nov.
6 after the high altitude
areas experienced heavy
snowfall. — PTI

TRAFFIC SHUT
ON SRINAGAR 
HIGHWAY

DC CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 2

The Centre on Monday
urged the Supreme Court
to constitute a seven-
judge bench to revisit its
2018 verdict providing for
the exclusion of creamy
layer within the SC/ST
from reservation benefits
in jobs.

Seeking the reconsidera-
tion of 2018 judgment pro-
viding for the exclusion of
the creamy layer within
the SC/ST from reserva-
tion benefits, attorney-
general K.K. Venugopal
sought setting up a seven-
judge bench for a relook at
last year’s judgment.

A three-judge bench,
headed by Chief Justice
S.A. Bobde, told the attor-
ney-general that the ques-
tion whether the exclu-
sion of creamy layer
among SC/ST can be
referred to a larger bench
or not will be dealt with
after two weeks.

Mr Venugopal said that
the questions to be
addressed by the larger
bench have already been
framed.

The plea by the attorney-
general was resisted by a
number of lawyers who
felt that there was infir-

mity with the 2018 judg-
ment.

The entire matter came
up in the course of the
hearing of a petition by
Samta Andolan Samiti
and former Indian
Administrative Service
officer O.P. Shukla.

The top court by its
September 26, 2018, judg-
ment had said that the
concept of creamy layer

as provided in 2006
Nagaraj judgment would
remain but it left it to the
parliament to exclude the
creamy layer from
Presidential Lists con-
tained under Articles 341
and 342.

“We do not think it nec-
essary to go into whether
Parliament may or may
not exclude the creamy
layer from the
Presidential Lists con-
tained under Articles 341
and 342”, said Justice
Nariman speaking for the
bench .

Having left it to the par-
liament to exclude or not
the creamy layer from the
Presidential list con-
tained under Articles 341
and 342, the court had
said, “Even on the
assumption that Articles
341 and 342 empower
Parliament to exclude the
creamy layer from the
groups or sub-groups 
contained within these
Lists, it is clear that
Constitutional Courts,
applying Articles 14 and
16 of the Constitution to
exclude the creamy layer
cannot be said to be
thwarted in this 
exercise” as it can be 
done by parliament 
alone.

Centre seeks SC review
on SC/ST creamy layer

CONG CALLS
NIRMALA
‘NIRBALA’
New Delhi, Dec. 2:
Congress leader
Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury on
Monday took a
swipe at finance
minister Nirmala
Sitharaman by call-
ing her ‘Nirbala,’
which immediately
drew protest from
BJP members in the
House. Particip-
ating in the discus-
sion on the Taxation
Laws  Bill, he sug-
gested that the
finance minister
has become weak
and called her
‘Nirbala Sitha-
raman.’ As the BJP
members protested
against his com-
ment, Speaker Om
Birla ruled that any
unparliamentary
remark would be
removed from the
records. — PTI

Woman moves SC over safety at Sabari

Honeytrap traced
to media house

CAB: Assam organisations
intensify agitation in state
MANOJ AANAND
GUWAHATI, DEC. 2

If anti-CAB movement
has started subsiding in
three states ruled by
Inner Line Permit (ILP),
the student bodies of
Assam and other north-
eastern states have inten-
sified their agitation to
block Citizenship (Amen-
dment) Bill (CAB) expect-
ed to be tabled in the par-
liament in its new format
next week.

The All Assam Student
Union (Aasu) workers
who took out motorcycle
rally throughout the state
on Monday also demon-
strated in front of region-
al Asom Gana Parishad
(AGP) offices accusing the
party of betraying the
people who gave them
mandate to oppose the
CAB.

Expressing surprise
over the silence of AGP
leaders who had left rul-
ing alliance while oppos-
ing the CAB, the Aasu
leaders said that party
has surrendered before
the saffron leadership.

The Aasu leaders said
that their protest against
CAB will continue until
and unless the govern-
ment scraps the bill. The
Aasu which has also
banned the entry of

Assam chief minister
Sarbananda Sonowal in
Dibrugarh University on
Monday demonstrated
outside the parental hose
of the chief minister
where he had gone to
attend a marriage cere-
mony.

Describing the CAB as a
threat to the existence of
indigenous people of the
state, the Aasu leader-
ship, which has been
invited for a talk with
ministry of home affairs,
said that they are not
going to budge from their
stand.

Claiming that proposed
discussion with union
home minister was a
“sheer drama”, the
Krishak Mukti Sangram
Samity (KMSS) on
Monday said that foreign-
ers may not be able to buy
land in the sixth schedule

or the area administered
by ILP but they will be
able to work and caste
their vote besides taking
land on lease.

The KMSS chief Akhil
Gogoi who has not been
invited for talks by union
home ministry on
Tuesday said that Centre
has not said that the areas
under sixth schedule and
states having ILP are
excluded from CAB,
rather it said that CAB
would not violate or over
rule the existing provi-
sion of these areas.

Visibly not happy with
decision of the home min-
istry to isolate him in dis-
cussion, the KMSS chief
said that discussion was
one way traffic so far. As
soon as union home min-
ister Amit Shah declared
that clause VI of the
Assam Accord would be
implemented before the
CAB is passed, most of
the organisations are
silent and protest against
CAB has become weak.

It is significant that with
union home minister’s
meeting with all the
stakeholders in New
Delhi, anti-CAB move-
ment has come down sig-
nificantly in ILP ruled
s t a t e s — M i z o r a m ,
Nagaland and Arunachal
Pradesh. 

From Page 1

The petition contended
that instead of awarding
the disputed site to the
Muslim parties, it was
given to Hindu parties
knowing well that their
claim over the disputed
site was based on three
acts of illegalities com-
mitted in 1934, 1949 and
1992.

It further says that the
top court “erroneously”
exercised its plenary
powers under Article 142
directing the allotment
of five-acres of alternate
land which was neither
pleaded for nor prayed
for by any party.

Contending that the
Babri Masjid demolition
was in brazen violation
of multiple orders of the
top court, the review
petition pointed out that
even the November 9
judgment had called the
events of December 6,
1992, an “egregious vio-
lation” of the rule of law.

In such circumstances,
complete justice could
have been done by direct-
ing the central govern-
ment and the Uttar
Pradesh government to
reconstruct the Babri
Masjid. 

Instead, the top court
was in “grave error” in
handing over the disput-
ed site to Hindu parties
“who had not
approached the Court
with clean hands and
indulged in repeatedly
flouting its orders.”

Though Maulana
Rashidi today filed the
petition, another by the
All India Muslim
Personal Law Board
(AIMPLB) is likely to be
filed before December 9.

‘COURT WRONGLY
EXERCISED  
PLENARY POWERS’

■ ■ THE All Assam
Student Union workers
demonstrated in front
of regional Asom Gana
Parishad (AGP) 
offices accusing the
party of betraying 
the people who gave
them mandate to
oppose the 
CAB

■ ■ Bindu Ammini and
Kanaka Durga had
entered the temple on
January 2 this year after
the SC verdict in
September 2018 allowing
women of all ages to
enter the hilltop 
shrine

■ ■ Seeking the recon-
sideration of 2018 judg-
ment providing for the
exclusion of the creamy
layer within the SC/ST
from reservation bene-
fits, attorney-general
K.K. Venugopal sought
setting up a seven-
judge bench for a
relook at last year’s
judgment.

■ ■ The top court by its
September 26, 2018,
judgment had said that
the concept of creamy
layer as provided in
2006 Nagaraj judgment
would remain.

RABINDRA NNATH
CHOUDHURY || DDC
BHOPAL, DEC. 2

Late on Sunday night
police raided the media
office and other business
establishments owned by
the editor of a local Hindi
daily,  which has created
ripples in official and
political circles here by
bringing to light sleazy
videos and audios pur-
portedly linked to the
infamous honey trap
scandal unearthed in the
state recently, in Indore in
Madhya Pradesh.

According to Indore dis-
trict senior superinten-
dent of police (SSP) Ruchi
Vardhan Mishra, 67
women were rescued
from a hotel owned by the
editor-cum-entrepreneur,
Jitendra Soni, in Indore
city and live and spent
cartridges were recovered
from his house.

“He (Jitendra) was
booked under immoral
trafficking and Arms
Acts. He is currently
absconding. We have
announced a bounty of
`10,000 on his head,” the
police officer told
reporters on Monday.

The editor’s son Amit
was also arrested on vari-
ous charges. He was pro-
duced in a local court in
Indore which remanded
him to police custody till
December 6.

The newspaper, Sanjha
Lokswamy, recently pub-
lished photographs of a
senior BJP leader, a min-
ister in the previous
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
government, in a compro-
mising position with one
of the five women
accused in a honey trap
scandal involving black-
mailing of politicians,

bureaucrats and busi-
nessmen.

The evening newspaper
also carried a story of a
sleazy audio in which a
purported retired bureau-
crat is heard having sex
on the phone with a
woman accused in the
scandal.

The raids followed a
complaint lodged by a
local civic body officer
Harbhajan Singh, one of
the victims of the honey
trap gang, alleging that
Mr Soni published “objec-
tionable pictures and
video grabs” of him in his
daily and also circulated
it on YouTube channel,
according to the police
officer.

“The 67 rescued women
and seven children were
kept in the hotel in
deplorable conditions.
They appeared very
scared. They were being
counselled and would be
suitably rehabilitated,”
SSP Mishra said. 

Police said the 67
women, a majority of
them from Assam and
West Bengal, were report-
edly serving as bar
dancers in the hotel. 

■ ■ THE raids fol-
lowed a complaint
lodged by a local
civic body officer
Harbhajan Singh,
one of the victims of
the honey trap gang,
alleging that Soni
published objection-
able pictures and
video grabs of him in
his daily and also
posted it on YouTube 

Adhir calls Modi, Shah
infiltrators, slammed
DC CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 2:

Congress MP Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury’s
remarks calling Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Home Minister Amit
Shah as “infiltrators” cre-
ated a ruckus in the Lok
Sabha on Monday with
BJP members demanding
his apology saying they
will not tolerate such an
insult.

The attack from the
treasury benches was led
by Parliamentary affairs
minister Prahlad Joshi
who took a swipe at the
Congress Party over its
President Sonia Gandhi’s
foreign origin by dubbing
her an infiltrator.

While speaking on the

controversial National
Register of Citizens issue,
Mr Chowdhury is under-
stood to have made the
infiltrator barb at the BJP
bigwigs. 

In the House on Monday,
he sought to explain his
remarks and said he will
apologise if the BJP is not

satisfied with his
response.

He used the opportunity
to underline his opposi-
tion to the NRC, saying his
family had come from
Bangladesh. “We do not
have many documents so
if somebody calls (us) an
infiltrator, we cannot do

much.” However, as BJP
MPs refused to accept his
explanation and contin-
ued with their protest,
Speaker Om Birla
adjourned the House.

Mr Joshi said Mr
Chaudhary’s remarks
were an “outright insult”
to people who had given
Prime Minister Modi a
mandate in the recent Lok
Sabha elections and it
showed that the Congress
is still not able to come to
terms with its defeat.

Rajasthan MP Arjun
Ram Meghwal said: “You
will have to apologise”.

Some BJP members also
accused Mr Chowdhury of
running a “syndicate” in
West Bengal for helping
Bangladeshi infiltrators
become Indian citizens.

Tourists play on a hillside after fresh snowfall, at Anjni Mahadev in Manali on Monday. — PTI

Chilling out in Manali

■ ■ ADHIR’S RREMARKS
were an insult to peo-
ple who had given PM
Modi a mandate in the
recent Lok Sabha elec-
tions and it showed the
Congress is still not
able to come to terms
with its defeat, Joshi
said.

In response, Prahlad Joshi dubs Sonia Gandhi ‘infiltrator’
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Law and order
AAP spokesperson Atishi alleged that law
and order has deteriorated in Delhi after
Amit Shah took over as Home Minister

Yet to get financial
help for Cyclone

‘bulbul’despite PM
Modi’s assurances

— Mamata Banerjee, West Bengal

Chief Minister

SHORT TAKES

ODISHA MAN
ARRESTED FOR
RAPING MINOR

TMC TO HOLD
THANKSGVING

RALLY

NITISH SET TO
BEGIN STATE

YATRA
Patna, Dec 2: Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar will
begin his statewide ‘Jal-
Jeevan-Hariyali Yatra’ against
climate change from
December 3, officials said on
Monday.

Emphasising the importance
of water conservation and
afforestation, the chief minis-
ter will undertake the four-day
first phase of the tour in the
northwestern districts of the
state, they said.

“Kumar will commence the
‘yatra’ from Bagha in West
Champaran district and after
traversing East Champaran
and Siwan districts, he will
conclude the first phase of the
tour at Gopalganj district,” a
senior official said.

The chief minister will
speak in public meetings on
climate change, launch proj-
ects under his ‘Jal Jeevan
Hariyali Abhiyan’, inspect
ponds and waste management
units and hold talks with offi-
cials concerned, he said.

Initiatives such as a ban on
sale and consumption of
liquor and drives against
dowry and child marriage will
also be showcased during the
tour, the official said.

The tour comes less than a
year ahead of the state
Assembly elections.          – PTI

Odisha, Dec. 2: Odisha Police
Monday arrested a 45-year-old
man on charges of allegedly
raping a 9-year-old in
Kendrapara district of
Odisha, police said on Monday.

The incident took place on
Sunday night at a village
under Derabish police station
limits. 

The minor girl was return-
ing home from her private
tuition when the accused
came in his motorcycle,
offered to drop her home and
offered her potato chips.

The man then took the girl to
a deserted spot and raped her,
the police said.

The victim returned home
later that night and narrated
her ordeal to her mother. 

Her family complained to the
police, who nabbed the man
from a neighbouring village,
said SDPO Rajib Lochan
Panda.

The man was arrested and
was produced before the local
court and charged under sec-
tions 376(rape), 506(criminal
intimidation) of Indian Penal
Code.                                    –PTI

Kolkata, Dec 2: West Bengal
Chief Minister and Trinamul
Congress supremo Mamata
Banerjee on Monday said she
would hold “thanksgiving”
programmes in Kharagpur,
Karimpur and Kaliaganj
assembly constituencies to
mark her party’s victory from
the three seats in the recently
held bypolls.

The chief minister also said
that she would begin with
Kharagpur Sadar- vacated by
BJP state president Dilip
Ghosh following his Lok
Sabha win from Medinipur.

TMC’s Pradip Sarkar wrest-
ed Kharagpur Sadar seat from
the BJP in last week’s by-elec-
tions.

“I will hold thanksgiving
programmes at the three con-
stituencies. The first one will
be held in Kharagpur on
December 9,” Banerjee told
reporters.

Sources close to the TMC
chief said the party would
take out a rally in Karimpur
on December 14, after
Banerjee returns from her
industrial meet in Digha. –PTI

Security breach
at PriGa house
SANJAY KAW | DC
NEW DELHI, DEC. 2

Soon after Special
Protection Group (SPG)
security cover was with-
drawn from the Gandhis,
a security breach
occurred at Congress gen-
eral secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra’s Lodhi
Estate residence. In an
incident that highlights
the miscommunication
between the Delhi Police
and the CRPF — now
responsible for guarding
her house and provide
her personal security —
seven people drove
straight to the porch area
of Ms Vadra’s residence
and got photos clicked
with her.

At about 2 pm on
November 26, a black
Scorpio SUV carrying
three men, three women
and a child drove towards
Ms Vadra’s residence. As
a meeting was going on in
her office, her aide came
out and enquired what
they wanted.

The car’s occupants said
they had come all the way
from a town in Uttar
Pradesh to have a photo
clicked with the Congress
leader.

Though Ms Vadra was
surprised, as no visitor
had taken any appoint-
ment to meet her, it is reli-
ably learnt that the
Congress leader chatted
nicely with the visitors
who took pictures with
her and then headed out. 

She reportedly asked
CRPF personnel how the
visitors came inside with-
out her knowledge, that
too in a car. 

As soon as the CRPF
personnel, who also did
not have any information
about visitors scheduled
to meet her, realised what
had just happened, the

security detail closed in
on the visitors and the
entire compound was put
on alert.

This was one of the
worst security breaches,
as the guards not only let
the car come in but also
did not check the identity
of the passengers. Later,
when Ms Vadra’s office
filed a complaint with the
CRPF to ascertain how
the car breached the secu-
rity cover, they were told
that access to her house is
controlled by the Delhi
Police and a blame game
began.

Though the incident is
reported to have occurred
on November 26, minister
of state (MoS) for Home
Affairs, G. Kishan Reddy,
said, “I don’t know the
details yet. I discuss the
matter with my officers.”

The breach was con-
firmed to a news agency
by the Congress leader’s
husband, Robert Vadra. 

“They were not from the
party. This is a serious
matter, a complete breach
of security norms.” he
said.

New Delhi district
deputy commissioner of
police Eish Singhal, how-
ever, said early on
Monday that they haven’t
received any complaint. 

“No complaints received
in the local Police Station
regarding entry of any
unauthorised vehicle in
the house of Mrs
Priyanka Gandhi.”

It was learnt later that
Delhi Police has ordered a
probe into the breach.

Swedish King Carl XVI Gustaf and Queen Silvia with Jama Masjid Imam Shaban Bukhari, at Jama Masjid, in New
Delhi on Monday. This is their third visit to India. President Ram Nath and Prime Minister Narendra Modi held talks
with the Swedish monarch. The President later hosted a banquet for the royal couple. — PTI

17 die in
TN wall
collapse
ANANTH MATHIVANAN
| DC
COIMBATORE, DEC.  2

In a heart-wrenching
rain-related tragedy, as
many as 17 persons
including 13 women and
children, were killed
after a huge compound
wall collapsed over three
houses at Mettuplayam
near here in the early
hours of Monday.

Accentuated by heavy
rains at the foothills of
Nilgiris in
Mettupalayam late on
Sunday night, a huge 25-
ft high, 80-ft wide wall at
Nadur AT Colony there
suddenly collapsed over
three tiled-roof houses
around 3.30 am on
Monday, hopelessly trap-
ping its occupants. 

Police said while NE
monsoon lashing
Nilgiris and Coimbatore
districts, amid frequent,
even if moderate rain-
fall for the past two
months, resulting in
minor landslide in the
hills, many parts of the
foothills at
Mettupalayam, have
been taking the brunt of
the heavy rains in the
last two days. 

The tragedy was fall-
out of acute wetness.

As the landscape was
inclined, the compound
wall fell over the houses
beneath, while the resi-
dents were sleeping.
Before they could get up
hearing the huge sound,
they were buried under
the debris of both the
collapsing wall and the
side walls of their hous-
es that crumbled along
with it.

On information from
local residents, fire fit-
ting commandos and
police rushed to the spot
and undertook rescue
operations amid pouring
rain. 

The bodies were recov-
ered and sent to
Mettupalayam GH for
post-mortem.

Expressing deep shock
and pain at the tragedy,
Chief Minister Edap-
padi K. Palaniswami
announced `4 lakh as
compensation to the
next of kin of each of
the deceased. He will
visit Mettupalayam on
Tuesday. DMK leader M.
K. Stalin will also visit-
ing the town.

SC’s interim stay on tree felling
SONALI TELANG | DC
MUMBAI, DEC. 2

The Supreme Court
Monday ordered status
quo on the felling of 1,023
trees in the Thane area for
construction work of the
metro line 4, also known

as the Wadala-Thane-
Kasarvadavali line. The
apex court ordered an
interim stay for two weeks
while hearing a petition
moved by a Thane activist
after the Bombay high
court last week lifted its
earlier stay on tree-cut-

ting. A bench headed by
Chief Justice S.A. Bobde
Monday heard the plea
filed by activist Rohit
Joshi, challenging the HC
order of lifting its earlier
stay. The original petition
had demanded that the
metro line be made under-

ground instead of the pro-
posed elevated corridor. 

“We had also highlighted
in the high court that the
tree-cutting was approved
illegally by tree authority
of the Thane Municipal
Corporation” Mr Joshi
said.

Will ensure farm
loan waiver: Rahul 

The royal tour  

Fadnavis made CM to transfer
funds to Centre, alleges Hegde
Ex-Maha CM rubbishes Anantkumar Hegde’s claim on central funds
DC CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, DEC. 2

Just when it looked like
the month-long political
crisis in Maharashtra was
a closed chapter,
Karnataka Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) MP
Anantkumar Hegde dro-
pped a bombshell on
Monday, claiming that
Devendra Fadnavis was
made chief minister for
the second time only to
prevent `40,000 crore in
Central funds that were
meant for development
from falling into the hands
of the Shiv Sena, NCP and
Congress.

Mr Hegde claimed that
Mr Fadnavis — in a bid to
prevent the ‘misuse’ of the
funds — had transferred
the amount to the Centre
just 15 hours after becom-
ing chief minister despite
lacking a majority.

“You all know that
recently in Maharashtra
for just 80 hours our per-
son was chief minister,
but soon Fadnavis
resigned. Why did we have
to do this drama? Didn’t
we know, despite knowing
we don’t have majority,
why did he become CM?
This is the question com-
monly everyone ask (sic),”
Mr Hegde said speaking in
Uttara Kannada district.

“More than about `40,000
crore was under CM’s con-
trol. If NCP, Congress and
Shiv Sena come to power
certainly that `40,000 cro-
re would not have gone for
development work and wo-
uld have gone for different
things,” he said.

“It was entirely planned
earlier itself. Once we got
to know about three par-

ties forming government,
it was decided that a
drama has to be played
out. So, adjustments were
made and oath was taken
by Fadnavis as CM. After
oath within 15 hours,
Fadnavis systematically
ensured that the money
reaches where it had to

and protected it,” he said.
Mr Fadnavis, apparently

embarrassed by the clai-
ms, promptly issued a
denial, stating that no
major decision was taken
during his second stint as
chief minister.

However, the claims pro-
vided fresh ammunition to

the Shiv Sena, which
lashed out against its for-
mer ally and Mr Fadnavis.
Sena MP Sanjay Raut said
Mr Fadnavis’ purported
actions were “treachery
against Maharashtra”. He
said the state chief secre-
tary would clarify on the
issue.

Bullet train a burden on
Maharashtra: Shiv Sena
DC CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, DEC. 2

A day after chief minister
Uddhav Thackeray said
that the bullet train proj-
ect will be reviewed, the
Shiv Sena highlighted that
the party is not against
development. Sena leader
Sanjay Raut Monday said
that the project is a “bur-
den” on the people of
Maharashtra, which is
reeling under a financial
crisis. Farmers in Palghar
and Dahanu welcomed the
move.

Sena leaders have been
expressing concern over
PM Modi’s ambitious bul-
let train project. Mr Raut
Monday told media per-
sons, “The Sena is against
imposing the burden of
the bullet train project on
the citizens of Maharash-
tra. The financial condi-
tion of Maharashtra is
very serious.”

The tribals in Palghar
and Dahanu, who had
been resisting the project
welcomed the move.

PANKAJA NOT
QUITTING BJP,
SAYS PATIL
DC CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, DEC. 2

The suspense over
Pankaja Munde’s next
move has increased after
the BJP leader removed
the party name from her
Twitter bio Monday. On
Monday, Ms Munde
removed all details from
her Twitter bio, including
the word “BJP” and the
description of her politi-
cal journey.

Incidentally, in her
recent tweets, she also
congratulated new chief
minister Uddhav
Thackeray. Sena MP
Sanjay Raut further
raised speculation by
claiming that many lead-
ers are keen on joining the
Uddhav Thackeray-led
party.

In the event Ms Munde
quits the BJP, it will be a
big jolt for the party
which is yet to get over the
shock of losing power in
Maharashtra. 

Ms Munde has consider-
able clout among the OBC
community.

However, state BJP chief
Chandrakant Patil denied
that Ms Munde is leaving
the party. 

“BJP leaders are in
touch with Ms Munde.
She is introspecting after
her defeat. She may be
having good family rela-
tions with the Thackerays
but it does not mean she is
joining the Sena,” he said.

Shiv Sena MP’s car
knocks down deer
Mumbai, Dec. 2: A car
belonging to Shiv Sena
MP Rajendra Gavit
knocked down and killed a
spotted deer at the Sanjay
Gandhi National Park
(SGNP) here, an official
said on Monday.

Gavit, the Lok Sabha
member from Palghar
near Mumbai, was not in
the vehicle when the inci-
dent took place last
Wednesday evening near
the main gate of the park,
he said.

The spotted deer was
crossing a road near
Trimurti station, a part of
the Van Rani narrow
gauge train route in the
national park, when it was
run over by the vehicle,
the official said.

The animal was then
rushed to a veterinary

hospital where it was
declared dead, he said.

“We have registered an
offence against the SUV’s
driver under provisions of
the Wildlife Act. The car
belongs to MP Rajendra
Gavit though he was not
in the vehicle at the time
of the incident,” SGNP
director Anwar Ahmed
said. The vehicle has been
seized, he added. Another
forest official said there is
a speed limit of 20 kmph 

— PTI

■ ■ The spotted
deer was crossing
a road near
Trimurti station
when it was run
over by the 
vehicle

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC 2: 

The Indian Navy on
Monday got its first
woman pilot, Sub
Lieutenant (SLt)
Shivangi.

A batch of three trainee
officers, including SLt
Shivangi, on Monday
qualified as Dornier pilots
and were awarded the cov-
eted golden ‘wings’ at a
simple ceremony held at
INS Garuda. It signifies
their qualification as
naval aviators.

Vice Admiral A.K.
Chawla, the Flag Officer
Commanding-in-Chief,
Southern Naval
Command presented the
‘wings’ to the passing out
officers.

Sub Lieutenant (SLt)
Shivangi is the first

woman pilot of the Indian
Navy. 

The award of the ‘wings’
marks the culmination of
one year of flying training
at the Air Force Academy,
Dundigal, and Indian
Naval Air Squadron
(INAS) 550, INS Garuda in
Kochi. From here on,
these pilots will join the
Dornier Operational
Flying Training course at
INAS 550 from mid-
January 2020, prior to
joining an operational
Maritime Reconnaissance
squadron.

SLt Shivangi is from

Muzaffarpur in Bihar and
was inducted into the
Indian Navy under the
Short Service
Commission (SSC)-Pilot
entry scheme, and was
part of the 27th naval ori-
entation course at the
Indian Naval Academy,
Ezhimala. 

She was commissioned
into the Navy in June last
year. As part of her train-
ing, SLt Shivangi has
flown Pilatus PC 7 Mk II,
Basic Trainer at the Air
Force Academy and com-
pleted Dornier
Conversion with the
Indian Navy at Kochi. She
will continue her training
at INAS 550, the Dornier
squadron at INS Garuda,
to become a fully opera-
tional pilot on Maritime
Reconnaissance (MR) air-
craft.

Indian Navy gets its first woman pilot Shivangi
■ Sub Lieutenant Shivangi, qualified as a Dornier pilot, set to join NavyPRIDE OF | INDIA

Shivangi joined
operational duties at
Kochi naval base and
will be flying the
Naval Dornier
surveillance aircraft

Sub-lieutenant Shivangi stands in front of the Dornier surveillance aircraft. — PTI

■ ■ MIS-COMMUNICA-
TION between Delhi
police and the CRPF led
to the security breach
at the Congress leaders
residence. 

NAYEAR AZAD | DC
NOV. 2, PATNA

Ahead of the second
phase of polling in
Jharkhand, political par-
ties have intensified their
campaigning and are
making bigger claims,
promises and accusations
against their opponents
in order to woo voters.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, while addressing
a rally in Jharkhand on
Monday said that his
party would ensure that
farmer’s loans are waived
off after Congress is elect-
ed to power.

He also used the occa-
sion to highlight the
achievements of the
Congress government in
other states including
Chhattisgarh. He said,
“The face of
Chhattisgarh changed
after Congress was elect-
ed to power. BJP was busy
acquiring tribal land for
industrialists but it was
the Congress which
returned them. We will
protect your land in
Jharkhand. We also
promise to waive off
farmers loan”.

This was his first politi-
cal rally in Jharkhand
after the dates the of elec-
tions were announced. 

Adding further, Rahul

Gandhi said that the rev-
enue generated from com-
mon people in the form of
demonetisation and GST
were distributed among
big industrialists.

“During demonetisa-
tion, common man, poor
and tribal people like you
were standing in the
queue. Did you see any
industrialist standing in
line? GST money was also
distributed among only 15
industrialists of this
country”, Rahul Gandhi
said. 

However, BJP national
president Amit Shah,
who was also in
Jharkhand to address two
political rallies on
Monday raised the politi-
cal pitch by blaming the
JMM- Congress alliance
for misleading people. 

While addressing a rally,
Mr. Shah challenged
Rahul Gandhi to give an
account of his party’s
development programme.
He said, “I would like to
ask Rahul Gandhi to give
an account of his party’s
developmental schemes
for last 55 years while we
are ready with what we
did in the last five years
in the state”.

The BJP chief also set
2024 deadline to complete
the NRC process all
across the country. 



W
orkers are up in arms against the latest labour code bill. It
amalgamates three old and very successful industrial laws —
Trade Unions Act 1926, Industrial Employment (Standing
Orders) Act 1946, and Industrial Disputes Act 1947 — to draft a

new one that contractualises their work, introducing the concept of “fixed
term employment” across sectors, and curtails their right to strike.
Strikes will now be seen as mass casual leaves if engaged in without a 14-
day notice. The law also chips away at their collective negotiating power:
a trade union will be recognised only if it has the support of 75 per cent or
more workers, compared to the earlier 60 per cent. Termination of service
on completion of tenure in a fixed-term employment will no longer be
termed retrenchment. This bill is part of a four-bill package merging 44
labour laws. Industry has welcomed the bill, saying it will improve the
ease of doing business and streamline the relationship between manage-
ments and workers.

It can’t be denied that strikes and lockdowns are a big loss of man-hours
and have led to a tragic breakdown of ethical work culture among white
collar workforces. But also remember that if an individual goes to court,
or an industrial tribunal, they don’t have any staying power versus big
business.

This is where support from co-workers comes in handy, and not only as
witnesses. It becomes more pertinent as the bill doesn’t care to expand the
definition of employee, while contractualising jobs.

With much unorganised labour already performed traditionally and
technology changing the structure of other jobs, we have entered what is
known as the “gig economy”, where the worker isn’t necessarily attached
to a workplace and expects payment on the basis of tasks performed
rather than hours worked. Will such a worker, say in the garments or bidi
industry, then be sacked without notice or denied the minimum wage?
What if they are working for two rival taxi apps, for instance? Will they be
considered an employee of both companies?

These employees are being told that they are entrepreneurs without cap-
ital, when in reality they’re only poorly paid workers. There is much
uncertainty and confusion in this new bill.

Like the minimum wages code passed a few months ago, which stopped
short of defining a central floor wage even as MNREGA wages post-hike
came out as less than the minimum wage set by states (and last month, the
government released the Code on Wages Central Rules draft, under which
the floor wage would be less than half of `375 per day as suggested by its
own ministry and far less than the 7th Pay Commission’s recommenda-
tion), the industrial relations code too left critical areas unaddressed.
Perhaps it’s fair to say that the bill, in this form, is not, by far, labour’s
most important legislative need.

3 DECEMBER 2019

Sri Lanka’s new President Gotabaya Rajapaksa made New Delhi his
first port of call, after our external affairs minister S. Jaishankar flew
in right after the results to greet him, with the visit offering the first

opportunity in a long time to smoothen ties.
The President is a former Army officer who was his nation’s defence

minister when his brother Mahinda was President, and played a key role
in bringing the LTTE militancy to a decisive closure in 2010, not shying
away from using questionable means that drew an adverse global reac-
tion.

He was elected with a massive mandate based on the country’s Sinhala
majority. This can conceivably turn the Sri Lanka leader in a majoritari-
an direction.

New Delhi must be deft and practical if it is to play a moderating influ-
ence without appearing to meddle in Sri Lankan politics. Mr Rajapaksa
told India that he would be receptive to its security concerns over China
(and Pakistan). He suggested in a newspaper interview that his country’s
interest in China was “purely commercial”. Thus, the return of Chinese
submarines to Sri Lankan waters is not an immediate possibility.

This is a good start. However, the President was careful to urge India
and others (Japan, Australia, Singapore) to invest in a big way in Sri
Lanka, otherwise (he implied) China’s importance in the island nation
cannot be wished away.

While Mr Rajapaksa promised to pump in economic aid to Tamil areas,
he was clear he can’t effect devolution of power to the country’s north and
east, as this won’t be acceptable to the majority community. India had
mounted pressure on this question, principally due to sensitivities in
Tamil Nadu. New Delhi will have to manage Chennai very carefully if it is
to help Jaffna have a secure political space within a united Sri Lanka.

Lanka: Pragmatism is key

New labour bill is a
missed opportunity

c m y k c m y k

No man is good enough to govern another
man without the other’s consent

There is not a woman born who desires 
to eat the bread of dependence

ABRAHAM LINCOLN
MIND  POWER

SUSAN B. ANTHONY PAGE
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T
he six-month extension
given to Army Chief Gen.
Qamar Bajwa by the
Supreme Court will effec-

tively keep him in office for at least
the next three years as the court-
mandated parliamentary approval
to the legislation for this is a fore-
gone conclusion.

Nine out of 10 people will tell you
this when you ask them. But is it
indeed a cakewalk for the incum-
bent? If you look hard enough you
will also find the contrarian view,
audaciously arguing that this is
not the case and a cakewalk it is
not.

This (miniscule) minority opin-
ion would have you believe that
Gen. Bajwa, if his former senior
and a “defence analyst” Lt. Gen.
(Retd.) Amjad Shoaib is right,
should have stuck to his guns and
said no to the offered extension.

The retired general, who claims
first-hand knowledge of develop-
ments, says the Army Chief never
wanted or asked for an extension,

in fact, offering to step down again
as recently as last Wednesday
(November 27) in a meeting with
Prime Minister Imran Khan.

There is no way a fringe journal-
ist like this columnist can confirm
this as access to the real centre of
power in Rawalpindi is restricted
to ISPR-approved retired generals
or a few so-called analysts, who are
given to near-hysterical histrionics
on TV programmes. We have to
take their word for it.

To get a sense of the big picture
one really needs to take a step
back. Only then does the larger
canvas become somewhat clearer.
Those who think that Gen. Bajwa
will now remain in office for at
least three more years, argue that
the Prime Minister’s rationale for
this is a significant factor.

Imran Khan, they say, feels quite
smug that the man in such a pow-
erful office does not shy away from
being identified closely with the
PTI government and supports it in
vital ways. After all, is the security

establishment’s hand in bringing
the party to the finish line and car-
rying it over any secret?

More significantly, since the
party has been in power and its
government has looked no better
than a rudderless ship, listing from
one crisis to another, the security
establishment has stood firmly
behind it and publicly reiterated
its support more than once.

Against this backdrop, it was per-
fectly logical for the Prime
Minister to want the incumbent to
continue in office for another three
years at least, as, with such extra-
ordinary powerful positions, who
knows what dynamics are
unleashed by an incoming chief.
This ensured mutual longevity.

As for the court-mandated law-
making that Parliament has to do
in order to retain or reject the
incumbent beyond six months, it
does not take an Einstein to look
back at the political developments
of the past 20-odd months.

In the current political environ-

ment, the only defiant political
party may not be an obstacle. The
grave illness of its top leader, and
as a possible consequence the
silencing of his outspoken daugh-
ter, has left the party in the hands
of its defiance-averse, deal-inclined
“pragmatic” leaders.

Therefore, the Senate nod should
also be a mere formality.

Despite having been ragged wit-
less over its incompetence in noti-
fying the Army Chief’s extension of
tenure or fresh appointment,
whichever may be the case, the PTI
was not too wrong in saying that
the legal challenge that was mount-
ed to Gen. Bajwa’s extension was
unprecedented.

Although generals Zia ul Haq and
Pervez Musharraf may have given
themselves extensions during peri-
ods of their own unchallenged
rules and powers, the second
tenure of Gen. Ashfaq Kayani was
gifted by an elected government
via a similar notification and faced
no such challenge.

Keen Islamabad observers also
make another important point.
They say the petition challenging
Gen. Bajwa’s notification was sub-
mitted by a lawyer who is known
for his “patriotic” credentials,
track record and is not a rebel of
any sort. Even as the Prime
Minister took to Twitter to blame
his political opponents, the “loot-
ers and plunderers” and the hostile
foreign powers for trying to sow
the seeds of chaos in the country
via the legal challenge, nobody
may have told him that the petition
was coming from a patriot, possi-
bly even an insider.

No matter how small the minori-
ty that is expressing this view, it is
making a point to ponder without
doubt. And ponder we shall.
Things may be resolved quickly or
go to the wire and we’d be sitting
on the edge of our seats well into
the summer. There is never a dull
moment in our beloved land.

By arrangement with Dawn

Who’s behind
Bajwa petition?

Imran wanted
him to stay on

US-China wrangling on
HK just sound & fury?

T
he Chinese
could take as
much excep-
tion to the
August 30

march in New Delhi by
exiled Tibetans in sup-
port of the Hong Kong
protesters as to US
President Donald
Trump signing the so-
called Hong Kong
Human Rights and
Democracy Act last
Thursday. India would
have exploded in fury at
any such gesture of sym-
pathy for Kashmiris
who are regarded as
“terrorists”. Or in earli-
er years for the Naga,
Mizo and Khalistani
secessionists.

So it’s understandable
that Beijing should be
stunned by the ferocity
of the protests and even
more by the recent elec-
tion when candidates
seeking to loosen
China’s control seized
an overwhelming major-
ity of the 452 elected
seats in the city’s 18 dis-
trict councils. The out-
come indicated the Hong
Kong public’s loss of
confidence in the “one
country, two systems”
formula which Beijing
put in place when
British rule ended in
1997 and the former
colony was merged with
China. It is interpreted
as a rebuke to Beijing
and to 62-year-old Carrie
Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor,
whom Beijing appointed
in 2017 as Hong Kong’s
fourth chief executive.
Ms Lam, who earlier dis-
missed calls for political
reform while insisting
that a silent majority
supported her, has been
forced to eat humble pie.
The pro-democracy
camp is now demanding
direct popular elections
for the city’s leadership
and legislature, and a
probe into alleged police
brutality against demon-
strators.

Although comments by
foreigners are resented
as interference in
China’s internal affairs,
the Chinese are politi-
cally mature enough to

know that the American
bark is worse than its
bite. Despite fulmina-
tions about human
rights in Tibet, the
United States has done
precious little to compel
Beijing to introduce
reforms, or make it pos-
sible for exiled Tibetans
to return, or to restore
the Dalai Lama’s author-
ity. Every so often an
American President
stages an “accidental”
meeting with the Dalai
Lama to remind China
that he still has an ace of
spades up his sleeve. But
does he play it? Never!
Doing so would close his
ultimate option.

Washington plays
these games when it has
problems with China
that have nothing to do
with Tibet. The last
meeting between the
Dalai Lama and a US
President (Barack
Obama) was in 2016, and
coincided with Japanese
and American accusa-
tions that China was
extending its influence
into the Western Pacific
with submarines and
surface vessels and
pushing territorial
claims in the South
China Sea. In one inci-
dent of brinkmanship, a
Chinese observation
ship shadowed a US air-
craft carrier as it joined
warships from Japan
and India for drills (the
famous Quad) close to
waters which Beijing
considers its backyard.
China’s official news
agency accused
Washington of breaking
its promise not to sup-
port Tibet’s indepen-
dence — the US had

“seriously jeopardised
China-US relations, and
deeply hurt the Chinese
people’s feelings”.

But both sides pulled
back from the brink.
This time too, the sound
and the fury are expect-
ed to stop short of action.
Vowing retaliation,
China has denounced
Mr Trump’s new law as
illegal interference and
twice summoned the
American ambassador
in one week for a dress-
ing down. But just as the
Chinese are not expect-
ed to break the trade
talks with the US, the
Americans are not
expected to impose sanc-
tions on China which
the new law permits.
Trade matters more
than human rights.
Soybean is more pre-
cious to Washington
than students.

Hefty Chinese tariffs
have already seen US
soybean sales to China
fall by 90 per cent since
2017, largely replaced by
imports from Brazil,
which is expected to har-
vest a crop 27 per cent
bigger than the US,
according to the agricul-
tural data provider Gro
Intelligence. If the
China-US trade talks
drag on for another two
months, American farm-
ers will miss the best
sales chance to China in
the new marketing year
and unsold soybeans
will add further to US
stockpiles. China bought
more than 13 billion
pounds of Argentinian
beans this year, out of its
total demand of roughly
187 billion pounds. In
October, almost 100 per
cent of Argentina’s soy-
bean exports went to
China. Expecting a
bumper crop in 2020,
Argentinian farmers are
keeping their fingers
crossed hoping that
efforts to clinch a China-
US deal will continue to
be frustrated.

Sanctions are a two-
way street. The Institute

for International
Economics in
Washington calculated
as long ago as 1995 that
sanctions cost the US
economy a staggering
$20 billion in lost
exports, and some
200,000 Americans their
jobs. America’s own
interest was another
reason for seeking a way
out of the sanctions
which the US imposed
on India and Pakistan
after the 1998 nuclear
tests. America’s wheat-
growing Pacific north-
west states feared anoth-
er glut and a slump in
world prices that would
severely affect US
incomes if they could
not sell to South Asia.
Pakistan, which had
bought 37 per cent of the
wheat grown in this par-
ticular region of the US
the previous year, faced
another food shortage
but sanctions prevented
a similar deal. So,
despite his gesture of
support for democracy
in Hong Kong, there’s
little likelihood of Mr
Trump cutting his nose
to spite his face by using
sanctions against China.

Democracy in Hong
Kong can expect more
than lip service only if
the cause also serves
someone else’s interest.
That factor ensured
Indian support for East
Bengal (which eventual-
ly became independent
Bangladesh) in 1971. The
coalescence is unlikely
to be repeated.

*****

Readers in Kolkata,
and especially the old
boys of La Martiniere,
will be interested to
learn that the Hong
Kong protesters last met
in the park named after
Sir Paul Chater (1896-
1926), whom the school
prayer eulogises as “our
benefactor”. Born
Khachik Pogose
Astwachatoor, one of the
13 offspring of Armenian
parents, Chater was
orphaned at the age of
seven, and admitted to
La Martiniere on a
scholarship. As a banker
and broker, he made
good in Hong Kong. His
`11-lakh bequest in 1924-
25 saved the institution
from closure.

The writer is a senior
journalist, columnist

and author
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LETTERS
NOOSE, A DETERRENT
I am ashamed that I am liv-
ing in a country with too
much law and very little
justice. We only blame the
systems, politicians, courts,
prosecutions and media.
The death penalty as a
punishment is not a
vengeance, nor a healing
process, but will  act as
psychological basis of
deterrence that by taking
the life of another human
being will result in execu-
tion. Let’s make it as a part
of the law  in the eyes of
the population as an ulti-
mate punishment to pre-
vent some future barbaric
crime by potential crimi-
nals.

Mansoor Dashti
Sikh Village, Secunderabad

MARTIAL ARTS
Every rape and murder of a woman
is followed by blame games, candle
marches, television debates and
even questioning the victim’s char-
acter. The onus is on the woman to
call for help whereas the accused
always escape using the loopholes
in the law. There has to be a long-
term plan. Martial Arts should be
made compulsory in all schools
and colleges. Free training camps
should be conducted for women
employees and housewives. In
almost all the cases, the culprits
are fully drunk. Women empow-
ered with self-defence techniques
can easily counter-attack and
escape instead of waiting for some-
one to come and rescue them.

Krishna Murthy Thanikanti
Bowenpally, Hyderabad

RTC SOPS
The government made several
statements on the RTC strike that
it was illegal, employees self-dis-
missed, RTC would not exist in the
present form, privatisation etc. But
the government took an U-turn and
announced several sops including
no sacking of employees and no pri-
vatisation (KCR showers sops on
RTC staff, DC. Nov. 2). RTC unions
have called off their strike without
a single demand being fulfilled.
The actions of both the parties
have cast doubts in the minds of
people about their seriousness.

Dr O.P. RAO
Lower Tank Bund, Hyderabad 

WHY HIKE FARES?
Why should we pay for salaries of
the RTC staff for their strike peri-
od? It sets a wrong signal, please
reconsider.

Balaji Shanker
Lower Tank Bund, Hyderabad 
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ACTIVE AGING NETSPEAK
Word  SPY

An aging process in which people
remain active physically and mentally

The words, idioms and pecularities of spelling and
grammar characteristic of online communication

W
h i l e
India is
attempt-
ing to
rebuild
sagging
relation-
ships in

the Saarc region, with the out-
come of the exercise likely to
depend on the openness of com-
munication and intent, and in
the display of transparency
and approachability on New
Delhi’s part, there appears to
have been a damaging recent
development in relation to
Afghanistan, whose ominous
shadow could hurt this coun-
try’s regional strategic calcu-
lus unless repair work is
undertaken at the earliest, and
in earnest.

It is unclear if the present dis-
pensation in New Delhi has the
national vision, political
resources, or the ideological
make up to undertake this deli-
cate task since from the start it
has chosen to tie itself to the
apron strings of Washington in

picking its way in Kabul. 
This has been seen to be espe-

cially the case in the context of
the play by Afghanistan’s
other, influential neighbours
who appear focused on the con-
tours of their future role in a
post-US Afghanistan, and have
not seriously bothered them-
selves with the sensitivities of
the major powers. 

In the context of the concert-
ed activities of the world’s
major powers in the Afghan
theatre, and of Kabul’s neigh-
bours, India has shown a per-
plexing readiness to surrender
its functional autonomy — in
essence its sense of agency —
in operating in a complex envi-
ronment in which
Afghanistan’s key neighbours
— Pakistan, Iran, Russia and
China — have sought to under-
line their single-minded pur-
pose and sturdy independence
of spirit in pre-positioning
themselves for the day when
US military engagement has
thinned in the landlocked
country. 

This stands in stark contrast
with India’s persistence in
looking to operate in
America’s shadow, and having
no gameplan of its own for the
post-US period, for which it
could have, with relative ease,
leveraged the enormous good-
will it has enjoyed in
Afghanistan in the past
decade-and-a-half. 

On the contrary, India
appears to have suffered an
erosion of its stock in
Afghanistan through a deeply
questionable recent act which
is being openly discussed in
political and diplomatic circles
in Kabul, and also more widely
in the public domain — an act
that in the minds of Afghans
can hardly be divorced from
New Delhi’s oft-noted sub-
servience to Washington in the
complicated Afghan arena, and
also more generally.

India’s recent action suggests
that it has been unmindful of
its own strategic well-being in
the region to pursue an
autonomous path in
Afghanistan — and be seen by
all concerned, especially the
Afghan people, to be doing so. 

In a time of being wrapped up
in processes relating to a his-
toric transition that an
American departure necessari-
ly spells, the people of
Afghanistan are unlikely to
continue reposing their trust
in India if they come to believe

that New Delhi prefers to do
the bidding of others. In the
last 40 years, the story of
Afghanistan has been a saga of
making all possible efforts,
first, to get rid of Pakistani
dominance, and then untram-
melled US hegemony. 

President Donald Trump,
after his secret visit last
Thursday to Bagram,
America’s military base just
north of Kabul, for a
Thanksgiving dinner with US
troops there, has publicly
called for renewing discontin-
ued negotiations with the
Taliban aimed at facilitating
American troop withdrawal.
The Taliban have signalled
their responsiveness.

After nearly a year of contact,
and nine rounds of negotia-
tions in Doha, the US-Taliban
tango had come close to
fruition in early September,
when it was abruptly called off.

Only after this did the US
obliquely give the green light
to the long-delayed Afghan
presidential election which
had been held hostage to the
prospect of the signing of a US-
Taliban agreement. 

In this election, Washington
backed the incumbent
President, Ashraf Ghani,
against his main rival
Abdullah Abdullah, probably
in the not unlikely expectation
that Dr Ghani might be more
amenable to accept without too
much fuss the return of the
Taliban to the country’s power
grid on the lines that America
desires, while the country’s
other leading public figures
may advance conditions in
arriving at a settlement with
the Taliban for the sake of
national peace.

As a major national event,
the election proved to be a
resounding flop. It produced
the lowest turnout since the
first presidential poll in 2004,
with reliable recent estimates
suggesting that only around 1.2
million votes were cast (total
electorate: close to 10 million).
The ground had just not been
prepared for it since the US
was busy working on a deal
with the Taliban.

In the low-polling September
28 election in which the
Americans had initially shown
scant interest, and with Dr
Abdullah’s chances being

rated as more than fair, India
— it is being strongly suggest-
ed in Kabul — gratuitously
interfered in the ongoing
counting process to help pad
the votes for Dr Ghani. 

Even if the allegations of
Indian malfeasance have the
smallest basis, then New
Delhi’s action has not only
been stunningly stupid but is
also one that severely compro-
mises this country’s short-
term and long-term prospects
in Afghanistan. It is also likely
to sow doubts amongst India’s
other Saarc neighbours about
its trustworthiness.

Since the Taliban were dis-
lodged from power in Kabul in
2001, no country has matched
the goodwill India has enjoyed
at the level of the government
and among ordinary people of
war-devastated, landlocked
Afghanistan. New Delhi’s con-
siderable economic assistance
has been seen by Afghans as
being selfless. 

India has built massive infra-
structure in their country,
helped with development activ-
ity in the rural hinterland,
strongly aided the education
sector, hosted tens of thou-
sands of Afghan students in
India, and provided military
training and equipment,
besides doing much for that
country’s trade. As a signifier
of democracy, India has also
built Afghanistan’s landmark

Parliament building.
After the vote-padding fiasco,

much of this goodwill built up
with sagacity over the years is
at risk of being eroded. India’s
best friends among the Afghan
political elite are now likely to
be wary of their Indian connec-
tion. 

They are likely to see New
Delhi as readily taking the
American view in relation to
the place of the Taliban in
Afghanistan’s power structure
at the expense of those within
the country who have been at
odds with the Taliban but are
now trying to reach a modus
vivendi in hopes of the return
of peace to the country. For
their part, the Taliban are
hardly likely to see India as
having extended them a
favour. The two have had no
contact worth the name.

If India finds its status
relegated in Afghanistan, the
other major players in the
theatre — Russia, Iran, China
and Pakistan — too will not
accord it first rank status any
more. Pakistan will naturally
be delighted at the turn of
events. Since the end of
Taliban rule, a key objective of
Islamabad has been to limit
Indian influence in Kabul. For
India, a friendly and receptive
Kabul has meant easy land
access to Central Asia and a
countervailing weight against
Pakistan.

O
n December 3
and 4, British
Prime Minister
Boris Johnson
will host a

grand international con-
ference of 29 North
American and European
nations to mark the 70th
anniversary of the founda-
tion of Nato — the North
Atlantic Treaty
Organisation, which, led
by the United States, kept
the peace during the
fraught years of Cold War
confrontation with the
Soviet Union. We are told
that Queen Elizabeth II
will give a reception in
honour of the heads of
state and government and
that Donald Trump has
accepted the invitation.

Just over a week later,
the British general elec-
tion takes place.
Intrinsically the two
events are quite uncon-
nected. In reality they are
bound together by the com-
mon menace of the
President of the United
States, who bobs beneath
them like an untethered
floating mine.

It is hard to think of an
international conference
more ill-timed than Nato’s
celebration, slap-bang at
the culmination of its host
country’s election cam-
paign. It is not the fault of
the Nato planners, who
organise these things
months in advance. How
were they to know that
Brexit would erupt into a

second national election
little more than two years
after the last, and with a
Fixed-Term Parliament
Act supposedly in place?

When I first joined the
UK Diplomatic Service,
there was a well-nigh
sacred convention that
Western democracies did
not intervene in each
other’s internal affairs,
especially elections. That
meant avoiding state and
official visits during the
sensitive period immedi-
ately before election day.
You did not make public
comments about the party
leaders or their mani-
festos, and above all you
did not express a prefer-
ence between them. (I once
asked a Soviet official who
he wanted to see win our
1970 general election. He
growled: “They are all jac-
kals from the same lair.”)

By and large Western
democracies have been
good at keeping out of each
other’s politics. But there
have been slip-ups over the
years between London and
Washington, perhaps
because of their very close-
ness. Neither Ronald
Reagan nor George Bush
Sr bothered to hide their
disdain for senior figures
in the Labour Party. John
Major got into hot water
with the Democratic Party
when, on his watch, the
home office investigated
Republican claims that a
young Bill Clinton, on a
Rhodes scholarship to

Oxford, had applied for
British citizenship to
dodge the Vietnam draft.
Mr Major apologised. Tony
Blair, on the other hand,
despite the closeness of his
relationship with Mr
Clinton’s Democratic
Party, was scrupulous in
avoiding any public
favouritism in the
Bush/Gore contest of 2000.

This is not a potted regis-
ter of calculated manoeu-
vres to influence the elec-
toral outcome on one side
of the Atlantic or the other.
There was President
Barack Obama’s unhappy
intervention in the 2016
referendum campaign at
David Cameron’s behest.
Against his better judg-
ment, so we are told, Mr
Obama threatened to send
the UK to the “back of the
queue” for a free trade
agreement if we voted to
leave the EU. This proved a
disastrous gambit. It blew
up in the government’s
face. People do not respond
well to threats from grand
foreign carpetbaggers,
even amiable Americans,
who are remote from their
everyday lives.

But Mr Obama’s inter-
vention was as nothing
compared with Donald

Trump, with his fondness
for disruption and
unthinking improvisation.
And herein lies the danger
to Nato, to Boris Johnson
and even to the Queen. It is
potentially incendiary.

If it suits him — and
much will depend on
whether he needs a distrac-
tion from news emerging
in the US on, say, impeach-
ment — Mr Trump will not
hesitate to leap feet first
into our election cam-
paign. He did so this year
in Israel. The closeness of
the summit to election day
will be an added tempta-
tion. He has already med-
dled several times in our
politics, questioning
Theresa May’s negotiating
tactics with the EU, criti-
cising Mr Johnson’s with-
drawal agreement, and giv-
ing support to both Mr
Johnson and Nigel Farage
at various times. It is the
kind of thing he loves to do
and he may genuinely
think he is being helpful.
(Mind you, Hillary
Clinton, while flogging her
book last week in London,
had no inhibitions about
wading into UK politics at
a sensitive electoral
moment and calling the
government “shameful”.
She, of all people, should
have known better.)

Boris Johnson needs to
be ruthlessly pragmatic.
His first, second and third
priorities are to win the
general election. Mr
Trump’s public support
would be the kiss of death.
It would send Jeremy
Corbyn into hog-heaven,
giving a turbo-boost to his
claim that the Tories are
bent on selling off chunks
of the NHS to American
companies. With Mr

Trump, Boris must sup
with the longest of spoons;
and if this injects more
than a touch of coolness
into the relationship, so be
it. A free trade agreement
with the US is no holy grail
and will be desperately
hard to negotiate. Besides,
there is little point in fur-
ther work on the agree-
ment in case a new
President and administra-
tion are in harness just
over a year from now.

The hope must be that the
Nato meeting agenda will
be sufficiently charged and
interesting to keep Mr
Trump occupied. It is not
as if there are not issues
which demand a construc-
tive American input. The
Turks, who have anchored
Nato’s eastern approaches
from its creation, are drift-
ing off to follow an
Ottoman vocation. Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron
has recently declared the
organisation “brain-dead”. 

Seventy years is a long
time in the life of an inter-
national defence organisa-
tion, especially one never
tempered in the heat of bat-
tle with its declared adver-
sary. The arteries fur, the
reflexes dull, defence bud-
gets shrivel, the sense of
common purpose passes.
Yes, this summit should be
a time for celebration. But
it must also be the moment
for renewal.

That, anyway, is the
hope. In reality it may take
only one well-aimed ques-
tion from a journalist for
Mr Trump to detonate his
mine under both Nato and
British politics. Prepare
the lifeboats!

By arrangement with 
the Spectator

A
boy accidentally
fell into a small,
shallow pond.
Panicking, he

began to shout: “Help!
Bacchao!” Seeing his
predicament, a passerby
bent over, held out his
hand and said, “Give!
Give me your hand!” The
boy did not do so, but kept
struggling. Then, the
passer by shouted, “Take!
Take my hand!” The boy
immediately grabbed his
hand and was pulled out.
The man asked him:
“When I said ‘give me
your hand’, you did noth-
ing. But, when I said ‘take

my hand’, you grabbed it
immediately — how
come?” The boy replied,
“Daddy and mummy said
when people say ‘give’,
never give! But when they
say ‘take’, grab, take
fast!” 

Strange as this story
sounds, it somehow cap-
tures the disposition of
most of us today — quick
to receive from others but
never willing to give of
“who” we are and “what”
we have.

Mother Earth and her
progeny are prolific
givers. Trees give fruits,
hens hatch eggs, animals

give milk and the fields
birth rich harvests.

The Bhagwad Gita sees
giving as a deeply spiritu-
al act. Accordingly, a gift
may be pure (sattvika) if
unconditionally given; or
coloured by selfish
motives (rajasika); or
dark (tamasika) with evil
intentions. Let’s ask:
Why do I give
what I give? For
recognition? Or
reward?

Jesus praises
the mite of two
copper coins
that a poor
widow put into
the temple trea-
sury because, while oth-
ers donated out of their
abundance, “she put in
everything she had”.
Pure self-gift!

Elsewhere, Jesus
exhorts his disciples:
“Give and it will be given
to you. A good measure,
pressed down, shaken

together, running over
will be poured into your
lap. For the measure you
give will be the measure
you get.” 

“Zakat” or almsgiving
is one of the pillars of
Islam, next in importance
only to prayer and wor-
ship.

Saint Paul writes, “It is
more blessed to
give than to
receive”. Do we
savour the
blessings of giv-
ing? Though
one’s worth is
often valued not
really by who
one “is” but by

what one “has”, let us
strive to be go-givers, not
just go-getters. That will
make our world a happier
place for all. 

Francis Gonsalves is a
professor of theology. 

He can be contacted at
fragons@gmail.com

Will Trump, in London for a Nato
meet, jump into UK election fray?

Strive to be go-givers, not just go-getters

Kowtowing to US, India at losing end in Afghan

US, India need to work
together on innovation
for mutual prosperity

W
ith the legacy of supporting
the Green Revolution that
transformed scarcities into
abundance, the innovation

potential of the United States can help
address socio-economic disparities in
India. The Green Revolution was fos-
tered and funded by the US through
the Ford Foundation in 1961. Nobel
laureate Norman Borlaug was the
American scientist behind a new
wheat seed. This led to increase in
foodgrains production, easing the
challenges of feeding increasing popu-
lations and combating famine in India
then. This happened in spite of an
unfriendly relationship between the
two countries at that time. Today, the
relationship is extremely friendly,
thus expanding the scope for stronger
cooperation across the spectrum,
including innovation.

Building innovation cooperation has
been a prime focus of the bilateral
partnership in some way or another.
However, the full potential is yet to be
realised. Bilateral initiatives that
encourage innovation to play a greater
role in steering socio-economic devel-
opment in the two countries do exist.
Government-to-government initia-
tives such as the Indo-US Science and
Technology Forum (IUSSTF), the
United States-India Science &
Technology Endowment Fund (USIS-
TEF) and Defence Technology and
Trade Initiative (DTTI), among others,
are testimonies to this fact. In addi-
tion, the deepening of the Indo-US
partnership on bilateral as well as
Indo-Pacific fronts is poised to trans-
form all aspects of bilateral relations.

At the recent US-India Innovation
Roundtable organised by CUTS
International on October 30 in
Washington, Harsh Vardhan Shringla,
Indian ambassador to the US, under-
lined the significance of bilateral inno-
vation cooperation to pursue win-win
outcomes. “India — a young country
brimming with talent and future
entrepreneurs — is the ideal destina-
tion for US expertise and capital. The
US is also the repository of cutting-
edge technology that is highly relevant
to what India requires for its econom-
ic growth and development”, said Mr
Shringla.

Furthermore, developing an alliance
between India and the US on digital
and cyberspace issues is the need of
the hour. The core objectives, among
others, should aim at fostering innova-
tion, development and defensive
mechanisms, which includes a
roadmap for artificial intelligence.

The announcement by the Indian
Space Research Organisation (Isro)
introducing the Indian regional navi-
gation satellite system, NavIC, pro-
vides an opportunity to leapfrog in the
technology sector. This original navi-
gation system really has the potential
for improvements in geolocation capa-
bilities of mobile, automotive, Internet
of Things, and all of that requires 5G. 

In addition to retaining its position
as the world’s third largest startup
hub and with a growing number of
tech startups, India is strategically
poised to drive the next wave in tech-
nological advancement. Supporting
the increasing number of tech start-
ups, in cognisance of their role in pro-

viding direct and indirect jobs, includ-
ing attracting foreign investments, is
crucial in that sense. Recent policy
interventions have ensured that
progress is made in this direction.
However, there is still work to be done
in terms of sending a strong signal
that investors are welcome, and to
ensure that fiscal incentives are made
more lucrative and in favour of star-
tups while ensuring consistent supply
of electricity and a relatively skilled
workforce. 

Also, for innovation-based transfor-
mation, the foremost requirement is
not to underplay the role of institu-
tional and policy innovations. The role
of government is in fact central in that
sense. The need for such kind of inno-
vation makes more sense in the con-
text of the Defence Offset Policy, 2016
of India. Due to complexity of regula-
tions, the foreign suppliers and ven-
dors fail to meet their offset obliga-
tions. This actually affects the intent
and spirit envisaged in the first place. 

In some instances, the regulatory
environment was reported to have
given rise to unbridled mobilisation of
capital for non-productive purposes.
To arrest such gaps, it is imperative
for policymakers to keep creating
space for multi-pronged, multi-sec-
toral and multi-stakeholder engage-
ment. It will require the whole of gov-
ernment support both at the political
and policy levels. Not only will this
help decentralise the use and supply of
government and private capital but
also bolster the requisite technical and
mentorship support to both defence
and non-defence startups in India. 

Last but not the least, issues involv-
ing intellectual property rights (IPR)
between the US and India should be
worked through carefully, without
sacrificing our development interests.
Some IPR may be perceived as public
good but others may not. It will also
require India to build awareness on
IPR and innovation issues in the
industry, particularly start-ups. From
a standpoint that patents are crucial
in bridging innovation gaps, the
patenting process in India needs to be
expedited from the existing period of
64 months to at least 30 months as
against 24 months in the US.

Seemingly, the US may provide great
help in addressing socio-economic
issues facing India. The US govern-
ment and private sector hold tremen-
dous potential in mobilising capital,
technical, skilling and knowledge sup-
port for the country. 

On the part of India, it will remain
vital to increase expenditure on
research and development from the
existing level of 0.7 per cent to at least
2 per cent of the GDP. The same in
China is 2.1 per cent while in US it is
2.8 per cent. 

It is therefore the time to explore
deeper linkages and build on bilateral
innovation cooperation in defence and
aerospace, energy and environment,
information and communication tech-
nology, emerging technologies and
digital infrastructure, entrepreneur-
ship and inclusive growth, infrastruc-
ture and manufacturing and health-
care among others. We must build on
the momentum, collaborate more in
favourable geo-economic circum-
stances, groundwork done and initia-
tives taken and come together to
advance bilateral relations with a
focus on innovation.

The writers work for CUTS
International, a global public policy

research and advocacy group

India appears to have
suffered an erosion of
its stock in Afghanistan
through a deeply 
questionable recent
act which is being
openly discussed in
political and diplomatic
circles in Kabul, and
also more widely in the
public domain

When I first joined
the UK Diplomatic
Service, there was 
a well-nigh 
sacred convention
that Western
democracies did 
not intervene in
each other’s 
internal affairs,
especially elections

Pradeep S. Mehta &
Prashant Sharma

Francis Gonsalves

Anand K. Sahay

Far & Near

Christopher Meyer

50 YEARS AGO IN

CALCUTTA, Dec. 2.
POLICE made a lathicharge
as violence flared up today
at the Curzon Park tent
where Chief Minister Ajoy
Mukherjee and 30 other
Bangla Congress members
were continuing their fast
for the second day in protest
against the prevailing
atmosphere of violence in
West Bengal.

The lathicharge was
resorted to after a crowd of
demonstrators started ston-
ing the tent injuring about
half a dozen policemen, one
of them seriously.

Police Commissioner P.K.
Sen told newsmen that one
of the demonstrators was
suspected to be carrying
bombs in a bag.

Violence again
at Ajoy’s tent: 6
policemen hurt
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Tough talk
Australia's foreign minister Marise Payne said on
Monday said the treatment of an Australian writer
detained in China was unacceptable

For years
humans have been at

war with the planet,
now it is fighting back 

— Antonio Guterres
UN chief

IN BRIEF

FIREWORKS
LAND INDIAN
IN TROUBLE

Singapore, Dec. 2: A 43-year-
old Indian-origin man was
charged with setting off fire-
works in Singapore’s Little
India precinct during the festi-
val of Diwali in October.

Sivasarvanan Suppiah Mur-
ugan faces a charge under the
Dangerous Fireworks Act,
which prohibits a person to
possess or discharge any dan-
gerous fireworks.

Under the Act, he could be
jailed for up to two years and
fined up to $7,306 or both.
According to court docu-
ments, Murugan allegedly set
off a box of fireworks at
around 12.35 am on October 27
at the junction of Campbell
Lane and Madras Street in the
Little India precinct. The
police had earlier said that no
injuries were reported.

It was the second time that
day that fireworks were set off
in Singapore. In a separate
incident, a 38-year-old man
was arrested for allegedly set-
ting off fireworks in Jurong
West, the housing and indus-
trial estates of Singapore.

Putin, Xi launch
gas pipeline

Malta PM to quit
over journo probe

Valletta: Malta’s Prime
Minister Joseph Muscat,

under fire over his handling
of the murder of journalist

Daphne Caruana Galizia, said
he would step down after his

replacement is chosen in
January. Muscat declined to

make a link with Caruana
Galizia’s 2017 murder, saying
that he was resigning ‘as this

is what needs to be done’.
The announcement came

after two weeks of mounting
pressure and popular

protests calling for Muscat to
quit for his handling of the

probe into Caruana Galizia’s
car bomb killing. Muscat said

he would resign after his
successor is chosen by
January 12. Earlier, the

Labour leader got the unani-
mous backing of part MPs at

an emergency meeting.

Moscow: Russia, the world’s
top gas exporter, is planning
to launch three major natural

gas pipelines in the near
future. Billed by Russian

President Vladimir Putin as
“the world’s biggest con-

struction project,” the giant
pipeline will send Siberian

gas to China. The 3,000-kilo-
metre pipeline runs from

remote regions of eastern
Siberia to the city of

Blagoveshchensk on the
Chinese border. Gazprom is

to supply the world’s fastest-
growing market with 38 bil-

lion cubic metres of gas
annually when the pipeline

becomes fully operational in
2025. The 30-year, $400 bil-
lion deal was signed in 2014

after a decade of talks. 

London: Terror
checks intensified 

London: Britain’s Boris
Johnson said the security
services were stepping up

monitoring of convicted ter-
rorists released early from

prison, as the London Bridge
attack became embroiled in

the election campaign.
The prime minister revealed

officials were scrutinising
around 74 people with ter-
rorist convictions who had

been released early from
prison like Usman Khan, who

left jail last December and
went on to stab two people

to death in Friday’s rampage.
“They are being properly
invigilated to make sure

there is no threat,” Johnson
said. “We’ve taken a lot of

action as you can imagine in
the last 48 hours.” Khan, 28,

was shot dead wearing a
fake explosives vest by

police on London Bridge
after a stabbing spree

launched in a nearby hall
hosting an ex-offender event

that also left three people
injured.

Washington, Dec. 2:
Two Indian students were
killed in a hit-and-run
accident in South Nash-
ville, Tennessee on Than-
ksgiving night, authori-
ties have said.

Judy Stanley (23), and
Vybhav Gopisetty (26),
were graduate students of
the Tennessee State
University (TSU) and
were pursuing food sci-
ence degrees in the
College of Agriculture,
the university said.

The university students
have raised, through a
GoFundMe Page, more
than USD 42,000 for their
last rites and funeral in
India.

According to the local
police, Stanley and
Gopisetty died in an
apparent hit-and-run inci-
dent on the night of
November 28. Stanley was
seeking a master’s,
Gopisetty, a doctorate, the
university said in a state-
ment.

David Torres (26), the
owner of the GMC pickup
truck involvedin  the dou-
ble-fatal crash on
Nolensville Pike near
Harding Place, surren-
dered before the police,
Metro Nashville Police
Department said on
Sunday.

“Torres would not
answer questions. Offic-
ers took a DNA sample.
Investigation is continu-
ing,” the police said.

According to the police,
Torres’ vehicle crashed
into a Nissan Sentra, in
which the two Indian stu-
dents were travelling.

The pickup truck was
speeding and ran a red
light when it hit the pas-
senger side of the Sentra,
witnesses said. The car
went off the road and

through a fence before
slamming into a tree on
the Walmart property.

Stanley and Gopisetty
succumbed to injuries
and their families have
been notified, police said,
adding that Torres ran
away from the scene.

According to eyewitness
Louis Mireles, he was
walking to the bus stop
when he heard it happen
and saw the GMC driver
run away from the scene.

“Boom boom like that
and I looked backward. It
was right there I would’ve
been dead right there, but
something told me to step
back,” he said.

“They’re dead but we
are going to make them
alive again, so people get
their chance in court get
him because that guy
ran... he didn’t even care
about their lives,” Mireles
said. Bharat Pokharel,
associate professor at the
department of agricultur-
al and environmental sci-
ences, College of Agri-
culture said the students
were humble, innocent,
and hardworking. “I
could not believe what
had happened to the lives
of these two young ener-
getic scientists, he said in
a Facebook Post.

Sharath Julakanti of
the food science club at
TSU has created the
GoFundMe page.

According to the page,
Vybhav Vipul Sudhir
Gopisetty landed in
Nashville with a dream to
shine in the field of food
science and completed his
master’s with excellent
scores and four publica-
tions in international
journals. “Judy Stanley
came from a middle-class
financial background,” it
said. — PTI

Beijing, Dec. 2: China
said on Monday US mili-
tary ships and aircraft
won’t be allowed to visit
Hong Kong, and also
announced sanctions agai-
nst several US non-govern-
ment organisations for
encouraging protesters to
‘engage in extremist, vio-
lent and criminal acts’.

The measures were
announced by China’s for-
eign ministry in response
to US legislation passed
last week supporting anti-
government protesters. It
said it had suspended tak-
ing requests for US mili-
tary visits indefinitely,
and warned of further
action to come.

“We urge the US to cor-
rect the mistakes and stop
interfering in our internal
affairs. China will take
further steps if necessary
to uphold Hong Kong’s sta-
bility and prosperity and
China’s sovereignty,” said
ministry spokeswoman
Hua Chunying.

China last week prom-
ised it would issue “firm

counter measures” after
US President Donald
Trump signed into law the
Hong Kong Human Rights
and Democracy Act,
which supports anti-gov-
ernment protesters in
Hong Kong and threatens
China with potential sanc-
tions.

Meanwhile, protesters
returned to the streets of
Hong Kong, ending a brief
election lull and demand-
ing the government make

concessions a week after
pro-democracy candidates
won a landslide victory.

The US-headquartered
NGOs targeted by Beijing
include the National
Endowment for Demo-
cracy, the National Demo-
cratic Institute for Inter-
national Affairs, the Inter-
national Republican Ins-
titute, Human Rights
Watch, and Freedom
House.

— Reuters

A pro-democracy protester runs away from the tear gas
fired by riot police during a rally in Hong Kong. — AP

Hong Kong, Dec. 2: Hong
Kong is set to record its
first budget deficit in 15
years, the city’s finance
chief warned on Monday,
as the business hub reels
from the twin shocks of
the trade war and seething
democracy protests.

In the latest grim assess-
ment for the city, financial
secretary Paul Chan told
lawmakers that the econo-
my was set to contract 1.3
percent in 2019 hitting the
city's usually bulging cof-
fers.

Chan blamed the 2019-
2020 deficit on decreased
tax revenues, a slowdown
in land sales and recent
economic sweeteners he
unveiled in a bid to win
over the public during a
tumultuous year of
unrest.

“At the end of the finan-
cial year, the SAR govern-
ment will be in the red,”
Chan said, using an abbre-
viation for the Hong Kong
government. 

“Hong Kong’s economy
is now in extremely diffi-
cult times,” he added, as
he called for political vio-
lence to cease.

The city has been bat-
tered by nearly six months
of protests triggered by
rising public anger over
China’s rule and the poli-
ce’s response to protests.

The increasingly violent
rallies have hammered the
retail and tourism sectors,
with mainland Chinese
visitors abandoning the
city in droves. Figures
showed mainland arrivals
fell a record 46% in
October. — AFP

US military ships, aircraft
not allowed into Hong Kong
We urge the US to stop interfering in our internal affairs, says China

Economy facing
economic stress 

Hit-and-run kills
2 Indian students

■Youth suffer in silence while offenders holding power are not punished: ActivistsSEXUAL | HARASSMENT

Japan job-seeking students facing sexual exploitation
Tokyo, Dec. 2: Japanese
activists on Monday called
for drastic steps by the
government, companies
and universities to stamp
out sexual harassment of
job-hunting students, a
problem they said lurks in
the shadows because vic-
tims fear speaking out.

Although the labour
ministry drafted guide-
lines in October to prevent
power harassment in
workplaces, it said only
that such measures were

“desirable” for students
and other non-employees.

Despite some diversifica-
tion in recruitment, many
Japanese firms tend to
hire new graduates, who
begin the job hunt while
still at university.

Many feel too vulnerable
to denounce harassment,
members of Safe Campus
Youth Network (SAY), a
volunteer group of profes-
sors and students at six
Tokyo universities, told a
news conference.

“Today, harassment
against job-hunting stu-
dents, especially sexual
harassment against fema-
le students, is a serious
issue that could interfere

with life choices on their
career path,” the group
said in a statement
demanding action.

“These cases are almost
never reported and

employees can say any-
thing they like because
students are the weak
ones,” said Rhea Endo, a
19-year-old student at
Tokyo’s International
Christian University.

“People suffer in silence
and offenders are not pun-
ished.”

Harassment runs the
gamut from forced sex and
inappropriate touching to
verbal harassment, such
as asking the job-seeker
what kind of sexual rela-

tions she has, the
activists said.

The guidelines against
power harassment are
expected to be finalised
this month after a peri-
od of public comment,
but have come under
fire from some experts
who say the definition
of power harassment is
too narrow. Employers
in most countries are
asked to conduct educa-
tion and sensitisation
programmes. — Reuters

Berlin, Dec. 2: Ukraine’s
president on Monday
renewed his denial of a
quid pro quo with Donald
Trump over military aid,
despite a growing case
against the US president
in impeachment proceed-
ings in Washington.

“I did not speak with US
President Trump in those
terms: you give me this, I
give you that,” Volodymyr
Zelensky said.

In remarks published in
German, Zelensky said he
“did not understand at all”
the accusations heard at
the hearings and did not
“want to give an impres-
sion that we are beggars”
in Ukraine.

The scandal centers
around a phone conversa-
tion on July 25 in which
the Republican leader is
suspected of putting pres-
sure on Ukraine to launch
investigations against for-
mer Democratic vice-pres-
ident Joe Biden and his
son Hunter, who worked
for a Ukrainian gas com-
pany.

The key issue is whether

Trump set up a “quid pro
quo” — Latin for seeking
one action in exchange for
another — with Zelensky
by holding back promised
US military aid for
Ukraine until the Bidens
were investigated.

In the interview pub-
lished on Monday, Zelen-
sky also played down
expectations ahead of a
summit on December 9 in
Paris in which he is set to
meet his Russian counter-
part Vladimir Putin for

the first time. He said that
an end to the conflict with
Russia-backed separatists
in eastern Ukraine could
not be discussed until
three preliminary steps
had been taken.

He said there should first
be a prisoner exchange
within a “reasonable time
period”, followed by a gen-
uine ceasefire and the
retreat of all armed forces
to allow local elections to
be held in the region.

— AFP

Ukraine President denies quid
pro quo with Donald Trump 

(File) Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelensky and his US
counterpart Donald Trump. — AFP

Visitors walk into pollution pods, an immersive art
installation which encourages visitors to walk and
experience the daily reality of air pollution lived by
millions, during the UN Climate Change Conference
COP25 in Madrid. — AFP

Donald Trump

TRUMP TALKS
TO NETANYAHU
ABOUT IRAN

Washington, Dec. 2: US
President Donald Trump’s
attorney said that the
White House will not par-
ticipate in congressional
hearings set to begin this
week that will consider
passing impeachment art-
icles against the presi-
dent.

“We cannot fairly be
expected to participate in
a hearing while the wit-
nesses are yet to be named
and while it remains
unclear whether the Judi-
ciary Committee will affo-
rd the President a fair
process through addition-
al hearings,” White House
counsel Pat Cipollone
wrote in a letter to the
Democratic chairman of
the Judiciary Committee
in the House of
Representatives, Jerry
Nadler. — AFP

WHITE HOUSE TO
SKIP COMMITTEE
HEARINGS

Washington, Dec. 2:
US President Donald
Trump spoke to Israeli
Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu about
Iran and other issues,
the White House said in
a brief statement.

“The leaders discussed
the threat from Iran, as
well as other critical
bilateral and regional
issues,” the White House
said in an email state-
ment.

Relations between Iran
and the United States
have worsened since last
year when Trump pulled
out of Tehran’s 2015
nuclear deal with world
powers and reimposed
sanctions on the coun-
try.

Iranian consulate in
Iraq set on fire again

Demonstrators on
Sunday set the Iranian
consulate building in
Iraq’s southern city of
Najaf on fire for the sec-
ond time in a week as
violent anti-government
protests continue to rock
the regions.

The Iranian consulate
building in Najaf was
set on fire on Wednesday
as part of the protests in
the city, which left more
than 100 people injured.

Tehran lodged a diplo-
matic protest to Bagh-
dad and Iraqi foreign
minister Mohamad Alh-
akim offered apologies
to his Iranian counter-
part, Mohammad Javad
Zarif. The building was
set ablaze today again.

Nationwide protests in
Iraq began in early
October, with people
demanding the govern-
ment’s resignation, as
well as economic refo-
rms, better living condi-
tions, social welfare and
an end to corruption.

— AFP

■ ■ The labour 
ministry drafted

guidelines in
October to 

prevent power 
harassment in 

workplaces 

■ ■ Japanese firms
tend to hire new
graduates, who
begin looking for
jobs while still
studying at the 
university 

Protesters take part in a march near Chilean President Sebastian Pinera’s home in Santiago. Dozens of protesters
showed their rejection against the right-winger in front of a large security operation preventing the approach to
Pinera’s residence. — AFP

Pinera, go home

2-week climate
summit begins
Madrid, Dec. 2: The
world must choose hope
over surrender in the
fight against climate
change, UN secretary-
general Antonio Guterres
said on Monday, warning
a summit in Madrid that
governments risked slee-
pwalking past a point of
no return.

Two weeks of talks
aimed at bolstering the
2015 Paris Agreement to
curb global warming
began against a backdrop
of unusually severe
weather disasters this
year, from fires in the
Arctic, Amazon and
Australia to intense tropi-
cal hurricanes.

Guterres, a former
Portuguese PM and lead-
ing advocate of more
ambitious action to
reverse the upward
march of greenhouse gas
emissions, urged govern-
ments to avoid a “path of
surrender” that would
endanger the health and
safety of all.

“Do we really want to be

remembered as the gener-
ation that buried its head
in the sand, that fiddled
while the planet burned?”
Guterres told an opening
session at the summit,
held in a hangar-like con-
ference center.

He urged delegates to
resolve an important out-
standing issue from the
Paris accord: rules on car-
bon trading, seen as vital
for kick-starting faster
action to cut emissions.

Michal Kurtyka, Polan-
d’s climate minister who
led the last round of UN
climate negotiations in
Katowice last year, had
said a surge in youth-led
climate activism under-
scored the urgency of the
task. Existing pledges
made under the Paris
accord fall far short of
the kind of transforma-
tional action needed to
avert the most disastrous
consequences of global
warming in terms of sea-
level rise, drought, stor-
ms and other impa-cts,
scientists say. — Reuters
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Crypto charge
US cryptocurrency expert Virgil
Griffith faces charges of helping
North Korea evade sanctions

SHORT TAKES

FB UNVEILS 
DATA TRANSFER

FEATURE
Washington, Dec. 2:
Facebook launched a transfer
tool that allows users to easily
send pictures and videos to
other online services, includ-
ing Google Photos. The feature
has been made available in
Ireland for now. 

The company plans to
release the feature worldwide
in the first half of 2020.

After its release, users can
access the option in Your
Facebook Information section
in settings. 

All the data that is trans-
ferred is encrypted and user
will be asked to enter a pass-
word before data is moved,
Facebook said.

The social network devel-
oped the tool using code devel-
oped through its participation
in the open-source Data
Transfer Project, which it
joined in July, along with tech-
nology giants like Apple,
Google, Microsoft and Twitter,
with an aim to give people
more control of their online
data. 

The initiative was set up
after several tech giants found
themselves embroiled in data
privacy scandals.

— Agencies

SOFTWARE TO
KEEP POWER

OUTAGES AT BAY 
Los Angeles, Dec. 2: A new
technology being tested by
California utilities is aimed at
diagnosing problems before
they can cause power outages
or spark wildfires.

The technology, invented by
researchers at Texas A&M
University, was designed to
provide greater reliability for
utility customers, but its
biggest selling point could be
its use in preventing 
disasters.

Pacific Gas & Electric Co.
and Southern California
Edison have been testing the
software billed as a one-of-a
kind diagnostic tool called
Distribution Fault
Anticipation.

Professor B. Don Russell,
who invented the technology,
said the software detects prob-
lems on power lines long
before they occur and could be
used to determine when to
shut off electricity to prevent
a fire from starting in high
winds.

Utilities in California have
been blamed for several of the
deadliest and most destructive
fires. 

— AP

GOOGLE TO 
KEEP AN EYE ON
STEM CELL ADS

Washington, Dec. 2: Despite
the fact that transplanted stem
cells can be as lifesaving as
donated organs, US authori-
ties have recently warned con-
sumers against believing in
certain stem cell clinics which
only pretend to be in the busi-
ness of producing miraculous
recoveries.

After years of showing ads
for questionable stem cell
treatments, Google is now try-
ing to protect its users. 

The company stated that it
will stop allowing ‘bad actors’
to post Google ads that “take
advantage of individuals by
offering untested, deceptive
treatments.” 

Google spokesperson Alex
Krasov said eenforcement of
the new policy started at the
end of October. 

That change, while helpful,
is unlikely to shutter clinics
that cloak themselves in a
façade of reputable science in
order to peddle questionable
stem cell treatments.

— Agencies

Parramatta, Dec. 2:As
usage of mobiles while
driving remains a prob-
lem in many parts of the
world, Australian police
appear to be making a
stride towards checking
the problem. 

The country's New
South Wales has started
using cameras that can
automatically detect driv-
ers using their phones. 

The camera system uses
AI to review photos with
signs of phone use, with
review of the flagged
images is done manually
to prevent any false posi-
tives. There will be two
kinds of cameras - fixed
and trailer-mounted -to
trace distracted
motorists.

The initiative, in its first
three months, will let

first-time guilty drivers
get away with a warning.
After that, huge penalties
will be levied. 

Distracted drivers will
receive a fine and five
demerit points in typical
cases, with higher penal-
ties for violations in
school zone and 10 demer-
it points during double
demerit periods.

Authorities feel the ini-
tiative will lead to reduc-
tion in incidents. 

An officer said studies
showed that the initiative
could prevent 100 fatal
and serious injury crash-
es in five years. 

If not for the results, the
system could serve as a
deterrent. However, pri-
vacy issues are not signif-
icant as the cameras don't
look for faces. — Agencies

Washington, Dec. 2: It all
started in 1982, when a
computer scientist named
Scott Fahlman was chat-
ting on an online bulletin
board and used a combina-
tion of a colon, a hyphen,
and a round bracket to
indicate that he was jok-
ing. It was perhaps the
first emoticon, a symbol
that emerged in online
communications to com-
pensate for the loss of
facial expressions, ges-
tures and the like. Then
came emoji, which began
spreading rapidly into
wider use around 2011.
Emojis are now used by
roughly 90 per cent of the
online population.

Emojis are a keen topic
of interest to linguists like
Philip Seargeant, a senior
lecturer in applied linguis-

tics at The Open
University in England. His
specialty is the study of
language and social
media, with a particular
focus on the politics of
online interaction. Given
his expertise in linguis-
tics, he naturally found
himself intrigued by the
rise and eventual domi-
nance of emoji in online
communication, and that
fascination led to his first
popular science book: The
Emoji Revolution: How
Technology is Shaping the
Future of
Communication.

“I have always been
interested in a mixture of
the visual as a sort of lan-
guage,” he says. “Emojis
are often seen as very friv-
olous, a little bit childlike.
But at the same time,

there’s something more
serious about the way they
are being used, despite
their cartoonish look —
both in the way people use
them, and in the sophisti-
cation they have as lan-
guage.” The evolution of
emoji has been driven by
rapid technological
changes as the Internet
became a dominant force
for global mass communi-
cation. Far from being a
unique feature of the
Internet era, Seargeant
argues that human beings
have long sought to find
these kinds of visual
shortcuts to indicate tone.

For example, John
Wilkins, a co-founder of
the Royal Society in the
17th century, believed that
the limitations of lan-
guage were holding back

scientific progress. He
dreamt of inventing a uni-
versal language and, along
with several colleagues,
went so far as to construct
a group of symbols he
called “Real Characters.”
These were not written
representations of spoken
words; rather, they repre-
sented key concepts visu-
ally, much like emoji do
today. 

Philip Seargeant argues
in his new book that emo-

jis are at the vanguard of
rapid changes in language.

Asked whether the rea-
son behind emergence of
emoji lies in the rapid
technological changes,
Seargeant said, “You can
think of writing itself as a
type of technology, in a
way that speech isn't.
Speech is something that
we all naturally do as we
grow up. The alphabet is a
technology. Writing was
invented. In that sense,
emoji are just part of that
history, part of the human
condition. On the other
hand, it's very specifically
a part of that history as it
relates to digital communi-
cation devices. Emoji is
very much suited to what
we do on social media now. 

The main advantage is
that it adds emotional col-

oring, or emotional
flavour, to written lan-
guage. Written language
can obviously express
things in great nuance.
But when you are writing
on social media quickly, in
a conversational style, a
lot of that stuff gets lost.
Emoji are a way of adding
that back in.

It’s very difficult to
invent a language and
then assume people will
pick up on that. It is sort of
organic. It is being in the
right place at the right
time, being backed by the
right people at the right
time. When Apple added
emoji to the iPhone, that
gave it a huge boost. This
is why its rise is tightly
linked to corporate history
and corporate culture. But
the creativity part of it is

another reason why they
are so popular. You can do
quite innovative things in
a very simple way with
things like Bitmoji or
Memoji. You can design
them to look like your-
self.”

Responding to claims
that emoji usage is ruining
launguages, he said there’s
a natural tendency for peo-
ple to have mini moral
panics. It's not just emoji,
before it was texting,
before that it was probably
something else, even back
to people sending
telegrams. So it's very
much generational, like
teen slang. But language
always changes; patterns
of language shift constant-
ly. It's incredibly complex.
We all have a repertoire. 

— Agencies

Emojis compensate for emotional flavour in texts
Creative tools like Bitmoji, Memoji make conversations interesting and innovativeMESSAGING | MATTERS

Smart TVs could
be risky, FBI says
Washington, Dec. 2: Did
you just buy a smart TV?
Or do you intend to buy
one soon? Wait, there are
a few boxes in the FBI
checklist you may have to
tick before you decide to
buy. 

We all know that smart
TVs are the latest innova-
tion in tech world which
comes with an internet
connection. This is also
one of the most sold elec-
tronic appliances, thanks
to the advent of Netflix
and other live streaming
options. But did you know
that Smart TVs are vul-
nerable to security risks?
Even though most smart
TV sets come with a cam-
era and microphone, they
don’t come with a security
warning for customers. 

The FBI has raised secu-
rity concerns over these
smart TVs. They have
warned consumers
against making a blind
buy.

Ïn a warning message
posted on its website, the
FBI stated: “Beyond the
risk that your TV manu-
facturer and app develop-
ers may be listening and
watching you, that televi-
sion can also be a gateway
for hackers to come into
your home. A bad cyber

actor may not be able to
access your locked-down
computer directly, but it is
possible that your inse-
cure TV can give him or
her an easy way in the
backdoor through your
router.”

Your smart TV could be
prone to hacking and
hackers could use micro-
phone and camera on
your smart TVs.

Smart TVs being hacked
is not unheard of but rare.
This is because the soft-
ware inside these TVs is
of the manufacturer.
Thus, the security risks
cannot be ignored. In fact,
recently, hackers demon-
strated how Google’s
chromestack streaming

stick and braodcast videos
could be easily hacked. 

More than anything else,
what viewers watch is
always of interest to
advertisers and it was
reported that even popu-
lar smart TV brands like
LG and Samsung collect
this information to pass
on to the advertisers. 

After a serious breach of
privacy, Smart TV maker
Vizio was penalised $2.2
million for secretly gath-
ering customer viewing
data. 

As per FBI, it helps to
keep the smart TV cams
covered and also ensure
that your smart TVs are
better protected.

— Agencies

Windows OS is biggest 
victim of malicious ads 
Washington, Dec. 2:
Windows users are most
vulnerable to malicious
advertisements, accord-
ing to data shared by
cyber-security firm
Devcon.

The company stated that
61 per cent of the mali-
cious ads observed
between July 11 and
November 22 were aimed
at Windows users.

This included malicious
ad campaigns designed to
redirect the user to mali-
cious sites or to trick the
user into downloading a
piece of malware.

The firm said the reason
behind it could be attrib-
uted to Windows’ huge
market share, and most
malware in the past 30
years has targeted
Windows devices.

However, the firm also
came with a surprising
discovery — malvertising
campaigns over the past
four months have targeted
ChromeOS in surprising
numbers.

Devcon said 22 per cent
of the malicious ads they
observed targeted
Google’s fledgling OS,
more than macOS (10.5
per cent), iOS (3.2 per
cent), Android (2.1 per
cent), and iPadOS (0.8 per
cent).

The least targeted OS
was Linux, which
accounted only for 0.3 per
cent of all malicious ads

the company recorded,
which is no surprise,
since most Linux systems
are used as servers.

A different report pub-
lished recenlty by ad secu-
rity firm Confiant, looked
at the entire ecosystem,
and the source of these
malicious ads.

The company said it ana-
lyzed more than 120 bil-
lion ad impressions pub-
lished  from July 1 to
September 30 via 75 adver-
tising networks called
supply-side platforms
(SSPs).

The company said that
at one point or another,
every advertising plat-
form will have its plat-
form abused by malvertis-
ers (malicious advertis-
ers) all the time.

However, while some ad
networks fight against
abuse and have security

measures in place, some
platforms tolerate malver-
tisers on a regular 
basis.

Confiant said it found
that nearly 60 per cent of
all the malicious ads it
recorded came from just
three advertising plat-
forms.

“Most alarmingly, a sin-
gle SSP was responsible
for 30 per cent of mali-
cious ad impressions,”
Confiant said.

The company didn’t
name the three ad plat-
forms, but it did say that
an SSP should be able to
detect an ongoing malver-
tising attack performed
via its platforms, as these
tend to be quite noisy and
have even been seen to
swallow up to 13.84 per
cent of a platform’s entire
ad impressions.

— Agencies

Warns about hacking risks, privacy issues

AI cameras to check
cellphone driving

Bengaluru, Dec. 2:
Buoyed by the 1,500
Internet of Things (IoT)
startups in the country,
the IoT think-tank has
decided to set up
‘ E l e c t r o p r e n e u r s h i p
Park’ in every state, said
an IoT Forum on Monday.

“Basically, this is an
intelligent electronics
centre incubation facility,
which we are trying to set
up along with STPI
(Software Technology
Parks of India) and the
Ministry of Information
and Technology in all the
states. So either it is an
electro-park or a centre of
excellence, vice-chair-
man of India Electronics
and Semiconductor

Association Satya Gupta
said. The first such incu-
bation centre was started
in Delhi and in a couple of
months, it would be set up
in Bhubaneshwar.

The next plan is to have
medical electronics cen-
tre in Lucknow and then
an agritech centre in
Ranchi and one is
planned in Punjab, Gupta
said. So slowly, as the
bandwidth becomes avail-
able, along with the gov-
ernment we are trying to
cover the whole country
through this, he said.

Another such incuba-
tion centre has been
planned in Bengaluru, ,
Gupta said.

— PTI

Electropreneurship
park in every state

NOKIA SMART
TV LAUNCH ON
DECEMBER 5
New Delhi, Dec. 2:
After a long wait,
Flipkart is finally
announcing its new
range of smart TVs
‘Made in India,’ with
Nokia branding and 
JBL audio on December
5.

Flipkart confirmed
that it would be entering
a strategic partnership
with Nokia to make
smart TVs for the Indian
market, a few months
ago. This is Nokia’s first
venture into the televi-
sion segment 
globally. 

The e-commerce com-
pany will handle the
manufacturing, distri-
bution, and marketing of
these Nokia branded
TVs. 

The smart TVs will
also be a part of the
Make in India initiative.
Flipkart has a similar
arrangement for
Motorola TVs.

According to Flipkart’s
consumer insights,
audio quality and expe-
rience are the key pain
points for consumers. To
resolve the issue, JBL
has been inducted to the
project to make use of
its expertise in the audio
segment. 

It will also be JBL’s
first partnership with a
TV manufacturer. DTS
TruSurround sound and
Dolby Atmos are also
provided. — Agencies

Emojis are at the
vanguard of

rapid changes in
language

PHILIP SEARGEANT
The Open University,

England

61% 

0.3% 

22% 

of the malicious ads observed
between July 11 and November 22
were aimed at Windows users

The least targeted OS was Linux,
which accounted only for 0.3 per
cent of all malicious ads

of the malicious ads targeted
Google’s fledgling OS, more than
macOS (10.5 per cent), iOS (3.2
per cent), Android (2.1 per cent),
and iPadOS (0.8 per cent)

SMS UNSAFE FOR BUSINESS COMMUNICATION
In a major revelation that signifies the need for a strong
encryption, a massive database with tens of millions of text
messages has been compromised. Most of the messages in
the database, monitored by TrueDialog, were sent by
businesses to potential customers and were found online
recently by security researchers.

TrueDialog is a commercial
SMS provider for businesses
and higher education
providers, which helps com-
panies, colleges, and univer-
sities send bulk text mes-
sages to their clients. The
US-based company claims
that one of the advantages to
its service is that recipients
can also text back, allowing
them to have two-way conver-
sations with businesses.

An examination of a
portion of the data reveals
logs of messages sent by
customers who used
TrueDialog system, including
phone numbers and SMS
message contents. The
database contains
information about university
finance applications,
marketing messages
from businesses with
discount codes,
and job alerts,
among other
things.

As part of their
internet scanning

efforts, security
researchers

Noam Rotem and
Ran Locar found

the database.

The data also
contains sensi-

tive text mes-
sages, such as

two-factor
codes and

other securi-
ty mes-

sages, which
may have

allowed any-
one viewing

the data to gain access to a per-
son's online accounts. 

Many of the messages have
codes to access online medical

services to obtain, and pass-
word reset and login codes for

sites including Facebook and
Google accounts.

The data also has user-
names and passwords of
TrueDialog's customers,

which if used could have
been used to access and

impersonate their
accounts.

Some of the two-way
message conversations

contained a unique conversa-
tion code meaning reading the

full conversation is possible. 

TrueDialog is just one of many SMS providers that have
recently left systems and sensitive text messages on the
internet for anyone to access. This shows why text
messages may be convenient but is not a secure way to
communicate, particularly for sensitive data, like sending
two-factor codes.

The data-
base has years of

sent and received text
messages from its cus-
tomers and since it was
left unprotected on the
internet without a pass-
word, none of the data

was encrypted and
can be easily

accessed.
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■ Exchanges cite non-compliance with market rules

ASHWIN JJ. PPUNNEN
MUMBAI, DEC. 2

BSE and NSE on Monday
suspended Karvy Stock
Broking Ltd’s trading
licence for all segments
due to non-compliance
with exchange and securi-
ties market rules.

Besides the two leading
bourses, Multi Comm-
odity Exchange (MCX) and
MSEI have also suspended
the licence of the broker-
age firm.

The BSE said it has deac-
tivated trading terminals
of Karvy in equity and
debt segment and put them
in the risk reduction mode
in equity derivatives, cur-
rency derivatives and com-
modity segment.

Action by the bourses fol-
lows the November 22 Sebi
order, which had in its pre-
liminary findings held that
the brokerage firm had
misused client securities
and used it for other pur-
poses. Karvy had sold
clients securities and the
proceeds were transferred
to related party businesses,
such as Karvy Realty Ltd.

The Securities and
Exchange Board of India
had barred the firm from
taking on new clients and
limited its use of power of
attorney for existing
clients. The regulator had
also directed the exchan-
ges to initiate disciplinary
proceedings against the

broking firm.
This suspension order is

a culmination of the disci-
plinary proceedings, where
the exchange found that
Karvy did not segregate
broker securities from
client securities and used
client securities for fund
raising.

Since the NSE suspen-
sion order has kicked in,
Karvy's existing investors
have been unable to square
off their derivatives posi-
tion, said an investor to
Mint newspaper. Since pay-
outs are pending from
Karvy and positions are
not being squared off it
will add on to the woes of
investors, he added.
However, an NSE official
clarified that investors are
allowed to square off their
existing open derivative
position.

"Investors will be protect-
ed and they can square off
at a later stage too" he said.

The mess at Karvy Stock
Broking seems to be much
bigger than first believed.
The markets regulator now
estimates the misuse of
client securities by the bro-
ker at Rs 2,800 crore, 40 per
cent more than the Rs 2,000
crore it estimated earlier.

The misutilisation is
much larger according to
the initial estimates of a
forensic audit, Rafique
Dada, the senior counsel
appearing on behalf of
Sebi at the Securities
Appellate Tribunal (SAT),
said on Friday.

Meanwhile, a big relief
came for investors of
Karvy on Monday when
depository NSDL said in a
statement that it has trans-
ferred securities into the
accounts of the clients.

NSDL has transferred
securities worth Rs
2,013.77 crore into the
accounts of 83,806 clients
who have paid full amount

for these securities.
Karvy Stock Broking has

misused clients securities'
worth Rs 2,800 crore,
according to reports. It is
also likely that the amount
would increase further but
that would emerge only
after the forensic analysis
is completed.

All the clients’ securities
were pledged with banks
and non-banking financial
companies (NBFCs), a
source added.

Banks have fund-based
exposure of Rs 1,415 crore
to Karvy and some more in
non-fund-based guarantees.

Lenders are seeking own-
ership of the pledged
shares, but Sebi is unlikely
to consider the request, the
reports said. 

Clients would be at a dis-
advantage if the banks
receive ownership of the
shares and invoke the
pledges, a source told the
paper.

According to a report,
83,000 clients out of 90,000
clients of Karvy Stock
Broking have received
securities worth Rs
2,013.77 crore.

The securities have been
transferred from Karvy's
demat account to those of
the 83,806 clients who have
paid in full against these
securities. The National
Securities Depository Ltd
has started the process of
transferring securities in
client demat account.

SANGEETHA GG
CHENNAI, DEC. 2

There is nothing much in
store for employees even
in 2020. The salary
growth in the coming
year is expected to be
slower than this year.
Moreover, the incre-
ments will be largely
uneven—average per-
formers witnessing a
slower growth compared
to high performers, finds
Korn Ferry Global
Salary Forecast.

The salary growth in
India is expected to be 9.2
per cent in 2020. At the
fag end of last year, Korn
Ferry had predicted 10
per cent salary growth
for 2019. However, the
inflation-adjusted real
wage rise for India will
remain at 5 per cent this
year as well.

“With current econom-
ic scenario and progres-
sive reforms by the gov-
ernment, there is a sense
of cautious optimism
across sectors in India
that continues to show
high salary increments,”
said Navnit Singh,
Chairman and Regional
Managing Director of
Korn Ferry India.

Among the high growth
countries, Egypt’s
salaries are expected to
increase by 13.5 per cent
and a 6.6 per cent real-
wage increase. In Asia,
India‘s salary growth is
the highest. Indonesia is
forecast to have a salary
growth of 8.1 per cent,
whereas, Malaysia,
China and Korea is
expected to have a salary
growth of 5 per cent, 6
per cent and 4.1 per cent
respectively.

India will continue to
see salaries growing
unevenly bet-ween high
performers and average
performers. “In line with
slower and lower incre-
ments across the board,
companies will continue
to differentiate their top
performers, high poten-
tials and critical talent
sharply,” said Roopank
Chaudh-ary, Associate
Client Partner–Korn
Ferry India.

FALAKNAAZ SSYED
MUMBAI, DEC. 2

The Insurance Regulatory
and Development
Authority of India (Irdai)
has written to public sec-
tor banks that are merger
candidates to provide a
road map on what they
propose to do with their
stakes in insurance com-
panies after the merger
comes into effect. Public
sector banks have
responded to the regulator
seeking time sources said.
Banking officials said that
a couple of banks will
shed their promoter tag in
their insurance compa-
nies by divesting their
stake to below 10 per cent
to be categorised as an
investor.

A top industry official
told FC, “The Irdai had
written to these banks
asking them to submit a
road map on what they
propose to do with their
stake in their insurance
companies. One is being a
promoter and the other is
being an investor. Banks
will have to take a call and
then come to the regulator
with a road map on what
they want to do.”

“The Irdai wrote to the
banks last month, the
banks have written back
saying that they need
some time as they are
firming up their plan and
will respond. They said
that they are fully aware
of their responsibilities
and have assured the Irdai
that they would be taking
a decision keeping the pol-
icyholders interest in

mind,” added the official.
A senior official of

Andhra Bank told FC that
the bank has already start-
ed the process of divesting
its stake in IndiaFirst Life
Insurance Company to bel-
ow 10 per cent to be an
investor after the bank is
merged with Union Bank
of India and Corporation
Bank. Headquartered in
Mumbai, IndiaFirst Life
Insurance is promoted by
two large public-sector
banks—Bank of Baroda
and Andhra Bank, which
hold 43.30 per cent and
29.53 per cent stake each
in the company while the
remaining 27.17 per cent is
held by Warburg Pincus.

“The regulations would
be complied with in this
connection,” said a senior
official of Andhra Bank.

A senior official of
Union Bank of India said
the bank would continue
to be the promoter of Star
Union Daiichi Life
Insurance and an investor
in IndiaFirst. Union Bank,

which will take over
Andhra Bank and
Corporation Bank, is
required to reduce stake
in one of the two insur-
ance companies as a result
of the amalgamation.
Union Bank holds around
46 per cent stake in Star
Union Daiichi Life
Insurance while Andhra
Bank is a promoter in
IndiaFirst Life Insurance.

Remaining an investor
will help banks to earn a
fee income by distributing
products of insurance
companies.

An entity holding over 10
per cent in an insurance
company is categorised as
a promoter while one
holding below that limit is
termed as an investor.
Under existing rules, one
bank cannot be a promot-
er in multiple insurance
companies of the same
segment. However, they
can sell products of three
life, non-life and stand-
alone health insurers
each.

PNB holds around 30 per
cent stake in PNB MetLife
India Insurance as a pro-
moter and OBC holds 23
per cent stake in insur-
ance joint venture—
Canara HSBC Oriental
Bank of Commerce Life
Insurance Company.
Following the merger,
which will come into
effect from April 1, 2020,
PNB will take over OBC
and United Bank.

On August 30, Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had
announced the merger of
10 PSBs into four entities.

Kiran
Mazumdar
Shaw: 
India Inc not 
anti-national

Govt finds way to limit
palm oil flow

Karvy’s trading
licence suspended

Salary
growth to

crawl in 2020
New Delhi, Dec. 2: The
country’s manufactur-
ing sector activity saw a
marginal rise in
November as growth
rates for new orders as
well as production were
modest amid competi-
tive pressures and
unstable market condi-
tions, a monthly survey
said on Monday.

Subdued sales amid
challenging economic
scenario prevented hir-
ing in November, with
payroll numbers declin-
ing for the first time in
20 months.

Some firms were able
to secure new work
amid successful market-
ing and strengthening
demand, but others
struggled in the face of
competitive conditions,
amid challenging eco-
nomic scenario and
troubles in the automo-
tive sector.

The IHS Markit India
Manufacturing PMI
rose to 51.2 in November
from 50.6 in October,
when it had fallen to a
two-year low, indicating
only a slight improve-
ment in the health of
the sector.

According to the sur-
vey, growth was support-
ed by the launch of new
products and better
demand, though
restrained by competi-
tive pressures and
unstable market condi-
tions .—PTI

Marginal
rise in mfg

activity

FC BBUREAU
CHENNAI/KOLKATA, DEC. 2

Around $35 billion, or 38
per cent, of the total loan
advances to the real estate
sector is under stress, of
which $14 billion is reeling
under ‘severe stress” and
facing difficulties in debt
servicing.

However, over 62 per cent,
or nearly $58 bn, of the
total loan advances of $93
bn to the real estate sector
by banks and NBFCs/HFCs

is currently completely
stress-free. Another 22 per
cent, or nearly $21 bn, is
under some pressure but
can potentially be resolved.

Those under ‘severe’
stress have either limited
or extremely poor visibility
of debt servicing due to a
combination of factors,
says an Anarock Capital
report. The entire ‘severe
stressed’ loan value in real
estate is spread across
more than 50 developers.

“The ‘stress’ loan amount

in real estate is not as bad
as seen in other major sec-
tors like telecom and
steel. For instance,
the entire ‘severe
stressed’ loan
value in real
estate is spread
across more
than 50 develop-
ers. In the telecom
or steel industries,
default by a single com-
pany alone equals a sizable
portion of the overall
stress in the real estate sec-

tor. Also, every real estate
loan is backed by hard

security, which is any-
where between 1.5

times to 2 times.
Even if the loan
is NPA, there is
enough security
for the lenders to

get a significant
portion of their

money back. Even if
defaulting developers

decide to sell their real
estate at a discount, there is
enough margin for them to

pay back,” said Shobhit
Agarwal, MD & CEO,
Anarock Capital.

Among the lenders, hosu-
ing finance companies, or
HFCs, account for the
largest share or 38 per cent
of total realty loans. Banks
have nearly 34 per cent
share and non-banking
finance companies
(NBFCs) account for 28 per
cent. The majority of the
loans, or nearly 58 per cent,
of the total NBFC lending
is on a watchlist. Compared

to NBFCs, banks and HFCs
are better placed with 70
per cent and 65 per cent of
their lending book in a
comfortable position.

In absolute terms, $12.35
billion stressed assets of
HFCs is slightly lower than
$15.1 billion of NBFCs.
Banks have stressed assets
of $9.49 billion.

Out of the total $93 billion
loans, Grade A builders
account for over $65 billion
and $27 billion has gone to
Grade B players.

About $14 bn of realty loans under severe stress

PSBs told to outline
insurance JVs’ future

New Delhi, Dec 2: In a
significant move, the gov-
ernment on Monday
launched a databank of
independent directors
which will be a “compre-
hensive repository” of
existing as well as those
eligible to be independent
directors.

Independent directors
are required to register
themselves with the data-
bank—set up under the
Companies Act, 2013—
within three months from
December 1, as per rules
notified by the Corporate
Affairs Ministry.

“Companies also may
register themselves with
the databank to search,
select and connect with
individuals who possess
the right skills and atti-
tude for being considered
for appointment as inde-
pendent directors,” the
ministry said in a release.

The ministry noted that
the databank is expected to
become a comprehensive
repository of both existing
independent directors as
well as individuals eligible
and willing to be appoint-
ed as independent direc-
tors.

The Indian Institute of
Corporate Affairs (IICA),
under the ministry, would
be maintaining the data-
bank portal. Independent
directors are also required
to pass a basic online profi-
ciency self-assessment

test, which would be avail-
able from March 2020. The
test has to be taken within
12 months of registration.

“In order to provide suffi-
cient practice to individu-
als, a number of online
mock tests have also been
made available in the sys-
tem. The real test can be
taken online through a
simple scheduling process.
The real test would be
remotely proctored,” the
release said. 

Independent directors
have a substantial role in
ensuring good governance
practices at corporates. In
recent times, many indi-
viduals have come under
the regulatory lens in con-
nection with irregularities
at companies where they
were serving as independ-
ent directors.

The databank portal has
various e-learning cap-
sules and videos for users.

The databank can be
accessed at ‘www.
mca.gov.in’ and ‘www.inde-
pendentdirectorsdata-
bank.in.’ —PTI

Centre launches
databank of 
Ind. directorsFC BBUREAU

NEW DELHI, DEC. 2

The Lok Sabha on Monday
passed the Taxation Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2019, to
replace the Ordinance that
slashed corporate tax rates
in September. The bill will
amend the Income Tax Act
1961 and the Finance (No 2)
Act 2019.

In the biggest reduction
in 28 years, the govern-
ment has slashed corpo-
rate tax rates for existing
companies to 22 per cent
from 30 per cent, and to 15
per cent from 25 per cent
for new manufacturing
firms incorporated after
October 1, 2019 and start-
ing operations before
March 31, 2023.

In all, the tax breaks
amounted to a whopping
Rs 1.45 lakh crore.

Earlier, replying to a
debate on the in the Lok
Sabha, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
allayed fears that the steep
corporate tax cut would
impact revenue collection.
Asserting that there is no
decrease in tax collections,

Sitharaman said in fact,
there is an increase of 5
per cent in the gross direct
tax collection till
November in this fiscal.

Historically, maximum
collection of direct taxes
happens in the last quarter
of the fiscal, she added.

The government’s deci-
sion to reduce corporate
tax rate, she said, was
aimed at attracting invest-
ment and creating jobs.
“The government’s deci-
sion was also necessary to
attract investment from
multi-national companies,
which are wanting to shift
operations from China in
view of ongoing Sino-US
trade war,” she said.

“We think we will attract
investment by reducing tax
rate”, she said while stress-
ing that several neighbour-
ing countries and emerg-
ing nations have reduced
tax rates to attract invest-
ment. She said several
domestic and global firms
have expressed interest in
investment post- annou-
ncement of the corporate
tax cut. She said the effec-
tive rate has come down to
25.17 per cent from 34.94
per cent.

On the liquidity issue in
the system, the finance
minister said banks have
disbursed about Rs 2.5 lakh
crore during their recent
outreach programme.

London, Dec 2: European
and US stock markets
swooned into the red
Monday on downbeat US
economic data and news
of fresh US tariffs against
Argentina and Brazil.

Asian markets had been
cheered earlier in the day

by a surprise jump in
Chinese factory activity,
but the party ended with a
tweet by US President
Donald Trump.

Trump tweeted that
owing to unfair policies by
Brazil and Argentina, he
would reinstate tariffs on

steel and aluminium from
those countries.

Trade-related concern
was also stoked by China's
Global Times, which said
Beijing wanted all US tar-
iffs rolled back as part of a
mini deal, which obser-
vers said is unlikely.—AFP

Tax collection rises by
5% till Nov: Sitharaman

Markets sour on US data, Trump’s new tariffs

quick
BITES

INDICATORS %
Sensex 40,802.17 +0.02
Nifty 50 12,048.20 -0.07
S&P 500 3,114.31 -0.85
Dollar (`) 71.65 -0.13
Pound Sterling (`) 92.58 -0.10
Euro (`) 78.88 -0.14
Gold (10gm)* (`) 38,718▼161 -0.41
Brent crude ($/bbl)* 61.27 +1.29
IN 10-Yr bond yield +6.485 +0.387
US 10-Yr T-bill yield +1.847 +3.998

* As of 9:30 pm IST

Crisil slashes
FY20 growth
forecast to 5.1%
The slowdown in India is deeper
than anticipated and will be pro-
longed, Crisil warned, slashing its
growth estimate sharply to a low
5.1 per cent from 6.3 per cent. It
attributed the sharp revision to
various high-frequency indicators
showing a softness and partly
blamed the same to the reforms
like GST, realty regulation, and
the bankruptcy code which are
still a “drag” on the economy. 

NCLAT bench
to be set up
in Chennai

The Centre has decided to set
up a bench of National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) at Chennai in
pursuance of a Supreme Court
judgement, junior finance minis-
ter Anurag Singh Thakur, told
the Lok Sabha. At present, there
is an NCLAT bench in New Delhi
and 16 NCLT benches across the
country. Five new benches of
NCLT were set up in 2018-2019.

NCLT admits RBI
plea for DHFL
bankruptcy 
The NCLT admitted the Reserve
Bank's petition to initiate insol-
vency proceedings against
mortgage player DHFL, making
it the first financial services firm
to be resolved through the
bankruptcy code. The move
came in after the RBI last
Friday referred DHFL to the
NCLT Mumbai to resolve the
debt crisis at the third largest
pure-play mortgage player.

Mahindra Fin to
get $200 mn from
IFC for MSMEs
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World Bank Group arm IFC said
it has anchored an investment
round of $200 million (about
Rs 1,433 crore) in Mahindra
Financial Services to create a
dedicated pool of financing for
MSMEs in low-income states. At
least $100 million will be ear-
marked for women-owned
MSMEs. "IFC has invested $75
million from its own account
and is mobilising another $125
million as parallel loans," it said. 

FM TUNES
◗ Many domestic and foreign com-
panies have shown interest to
invest post-corporate tax reduction
◗ PSBs disbursed Rs 2.52 lakh
crore loans during outreach pro-
gramme
◗ About Rs 1.1 lakh cr oredis-
bursed into farmers’ accounts

UNBUNDLING
◗ Andhra Bank starts
the process of divest-
ing stake in IndiaFirst
Life Insurance Co to
below 10%
◗ UBI has to cut stake
in one of the 2 JVs—
Star Union Daiichi and
IndiaFirst.
◗ Remaining an
investor will help
banks to earn a fee 

Out
of the total

$93 bon  realty
loans, Grade A

builders account
for over 
$65 bn
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India is considering impos-
ing new restrictions on
refined palm oil imports to
curb purchases and boost
the local edible oil industry,
according to a person with
direct knowledge of the
matter.

The government is look-
ing to move away from cur-
rent regulations that don’t
stipulate unit sizes on
refined imports to setting
standard import units at
five-litre containers, said
the person, who asked not
to be identified because the
information is not yet pub-
lic. That would increase
costs for many buyers, and
fits into the government’s
strategy to cut edible oil
imports and double farm-
ers’ income by 2022, the
person said.

The south Asian country,
which imports about two-
thirds of its cooking oil

needs, has been trying to
cut overseas purchases by
encouraging local farmers
to grow more. Any move by
India to limit palm oil
imports may hurt top grow-
ers Indonesia and Malaysia
and put a lid on soaring
benchmark prices, which
surged to a two-year high
last month.

Discussions on the
refined palm oil proposal
between various govern-

ment departments are at an
advanced stage, the person
said. The Commerce
Ministry’s spokesperson
was not immediately avail-
able to comment, while the
Agriculture Ministry’s
spokesperson declined to
comment.

The new rule is likely to
come into force from
January, when import
duties on some edible oils
will automatically change
due to India’s existing
agreements with some
regional associations and
countries, the person said.

India’s vegetable oil
imports climbed 3.5 per
cent from a year earlier to
15.55 million tonnes in the
year ended in October,
according to data compiled
by the Solvent Extractors’
Association of India. Palm
oil purchases at 9.4 million
tonnes accounted for 60 per
cent of total vegetable oil
imports last year.

— Bloomberg

Financial

OPENING 

PROJECTION FOR TODAY
BELL

The market remained
range-bound on account
of weak GDP data and
subdued auto sales num-
bers.

Investors were also
cautious ahead of RBI
monetary policy to be
held this Friday.

The Sensex rose 8
points to 40802 while the
Nifty closed 7 points
lower at 12048.

Sectorally, buying was
seen in telecom, energy,
and metals while profit
booking was seen in
auto, IT, and healthcare
stocks.

The broader markets
underperformed as the
S&P BSE Mid-Cap Index
fell 0.77 per cent while
the S&P BSE Small-Cap
Index was down 0.39 per
cent.

Analysts said market
is cautiously awaiting
RBI monetary policy
especially post weak
GDP data. 

Technical View

Jay Thakkar, CMT Head
Technical and
Derivatives Research —
AVP Equity Research,
Anand Rathi Shares and
Stock Broker, said,
“Nifty has closed in the
negative territory in the
last trading session for
the second consecutive
day; however it has man-
aged to close above 12000
levels. On the lower side,
12000 and 11950 are two
crucial support levels
and till those are held
the probability of an
upside is quite high till
12150-12300 levels. The
daily momentum indica-
tor MACD is in sell
mode with a hinge and a
negative divergence
which is a worry in the
short term. The momen-
tum is signalling weak-
ness whereas the price
has not confirmed, so
either avoid before
either one confirms or
buy with a stop loss of
11950 giving price a ben-
efit of doubt.”

For the index one can
trade the range by buy-
ing near the lower end
and selling at higher end
of the range or look to
wait for breakout on
either side to get into
the momentum and
short-term direction.

Market View

Ajit Mishra, VP —
Research, Religare
Broking Ltd, said, “The
weak Q2GDP data and
subdued auto sales
numbers is likely to
impact the investor sen-
timents in the short
term. All eyes will now
be on RBI monetary pol-
icy for economic revival
measures going for-
ward. On the global
front, investors are
eagerly awaiting a posi-
tive outcome of the US-
China trade negotia-
tions which could
strengthen the rally in
the global markets. In
addition, currency and
crude price movement
will continue to impact
investor sentiments.”

Market
momentum
signalling
weakness

Govt finds ways to
limit palm oil flow

■ Plan to insist on 5-litre containers for import

New Delhi, Dec. 2: Biocon
Chairperson and Managing
Director Kiran Mazumdar
Shaw on Monday said India
Inc is “neither anti-national
nor anti-government”, cont-
inuing her support for vete-
ran industrialist Rahul
Bajaj who stated that India
Inc was afraid of criticising
the Modi government.

Shaw, who had earlier said
the government treated
India Inc as “pariahs” and
doesn’t want to hear any
criticism of the economy,
was responding to Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithar-
man remarks that spread-
ing one’s own impression
“can hurt national interest”
in relation to the statement
made by Bajaj on Saturday.

“Madam we are neither
anti national nor anti gov-
ernment. We want you to
succeed big time as fastest
growing economy & rise to
the top of the global league
of economies. I am a proud
political National & only
want the Govt to promote
good policies including at
State level,” Shaw tweeted.

She was replying to a
tweet by Sitharaman who
shared a video of The Econ-

omic Times’ ET Awards
event in Mumbai on Satur-
day where Bajaj, Chairman
of Bajaj Group, had told
Sitharaman, Home Minister
Amit Shah and Railway
Minister Piyush Goyal on
dais that people were afraid
of criticising the BJP gover-
nment’s policies and added
that no one in the business
community would speak
about this issue.

In the tweet, Sitharaman
said, “Home Minister
@AmitShah answers on
how issues raised by Shri.
Rahul Bajaj were addressed.
Questions/criticisms are
heard and answered/ addre-
ssed. Always a better way to
seek an answer than spread-
ing one’s own impressions
which, on gaining traction,
can hurt national interest.”

— PTI

Shaw: India Inc
not anti-national

SANGEETHA GG
CHENNAI, DEC. 2

After the Walmart-Flipkart
deal, B2C e-commerce has
seen a lull in terms of pri-
vate equity funding and the
focus has turned to the
larger online space. In the
past two years, online B2B
space has witnessed height-
ened activity with invest-
ments growing multi-fold.

The online B2B space had
received just $26 million
and $28 million funding in
2016 and 2017 respectively.
However, in 2018 it surged
to $338 million and it more
than doubled in 2019 to $730
million. In the past two
years, the segment has
raised more than $1 billion,
as per the data from
RedSeer Consulting.

Ninjacart had raised $100
million from investors led
by Tiger Global. Jumbotail
raised Rs 90 crore in its
series B round. Shopx,
which had raised $50 mil-
lion in multiple rounds,
raised another $35 million
this year. Online B2B mar-
ketplace, Udaan secured

Series B funding of $50 mil-
lion last year.

The increased interest
clearly indicates the
growth potential in online
B2B companies. RedSeer
expects online B2B to
attain a market size of $60
billion by 2025, growing at a
CAGR of 80 per cent.

According to RedSeer, the
regulatory landscape has
remained rather smooth
for online B2B compared to
online B2C, which has
tighter FDI norms. The
government also had clari-
fied that 100 per cent FDI
permitted in online B2B.

The segment is also more
capital efficient. Online

B2B generated around $3.5
GMV for every dollar
invested, almost 1.7 times
higher when compared to
online B2C. RedSeer finds
that margins in the busi-
ness have a potential to
double due to direct pro-
curement from brands, pro-
viding value added servic-
es such as tech solutions
and credit. Going further, it
can have a strong play in
tier-II and beyond cities as
it addresses the problems
of fragmented supplies and
inefficiencies in the tradi-
tional retail supply chain.

"The online platform con-
nected through a mobile
app helps the kirana store
do away with the long trail
of middle-men, including
wholesaler and distributor
and order products directly
from the manufacturer.
The benefits are not limited
to easy and better access to
products. Analytical data
about store-level demand
can improve efficiencies of
both the retailer as well as
the manufacturer," said
Ashish Jhina, co-founder of
Jumbotail.

FC BBUREAU
HYDERABAD, DEC. 2

While painting a gloomy
picture of the Indian start-
up scenario, Intel India
Country Head Nivruti Rai,
on Monday, announced
Intel’s plan to
launch a new incu-
bation centre in
Hyderabad by
March 2020.

Speaking at the
inauguration of the
Intel India design
Centre in Hydera-
bad, Rai said, “Most
Indian start-ups tend to die
after five years…. Start-ups
need to grow to the point
that it will be able to sustain
itself.”

Later on, while speaking
to Deccan Chronicle, she
added, “Most Indian start-
ups tend to focus on e-tail or

services. However, a start-
up that is a product is more
like to have a bigger impact
not only on in India but also
on a global scale.”

However, only innovation
can help change the the
gloomy scenario. Rai said,

“We have already
committed to set up
an incubation centre
here. We will now
need to work throu-
gh the logistics….
However, Incubation
in Bengaluru or
Hyderabad doesn’t

mean that we will
solicit only Bengaluru or
Hyderabad start-ups. Show
us the innovation.”

Meanwhile, Intel, hot on
the heels of Amazon and
OnePlus, stepped up its
presence in the city with the
formal inauguration of its
Design Centre on Monday.

Intel plans a new incubation
centre in Hyderabad by March

SANGEETHA GG
CHENNAI, DEC. 2

Discontinuation of magnetic stripe
cards and mass closure of zero balance
accounts saw 154 million debit cards
going out of use at the end of
September quarter.

There were about 836 million debit
cards and about 53 million credit cards
in circulation at the end of September
quarter. Between September 2018 and
September 2019, there was a reduction
of about 154 million debit cards,
though the number of credit cards
went up by about 11 million, according
to data from Worldline India.

“The fall in debit cards is likely due
to the discontinuation of magnetic
stripe and the mass closure of
accounts with zero balances,’ finds
Worldline. On the other hand, the rise
in credit cards may be attributed to the
growing digital payments and the
expansion of retail borrowers in the
market.

The reduction in cards also reflected

in the growth in the transactions using
debit cards. In Q3 2019, while the total
number of credit card transactions
went up 25.6 per cent to 540 million,
debit card transactions grew only 6.4
per cent to 3.7 billion. Value-wise also,
credit card transactions grew 25.8 per
cent, while debit card transactions
grew only 6.2 per cent.

Another important trend noticed was
that debit cards are largely used for
ATM withdrawals while credit cards

for POS transactions. Of the total
transaction value through credit cards,
99.3 per cent was used for POS transac-
tions and only 0.66 per cent came
through ATM transactions. On the
other hand, 83 per cent of debit card
transactions were ATM withdrawals
and only 17 per cent were POS transac-
tions.

Consumers tend to make larger ticket
size purchases through credit cards at
POS terminals when compared to debit
cards. The challenge is to move ATM
withdrawals, especially for PMJDY
account holders, into digital payment
transactions.

“While the number of card transac-
tions done at merchant locations is on
the up, ATM withdrawals data sug-
gests that cards are being used for
withdrawing cash in a big way and
this is likely because there are little to
no avenues for them to use their cards
or other digital instruments,” said
Sunil Rongala, Vice President,
Strategy, Innovation and Analytics,
Worldline India. 

154 mn debit cards out of use as
magnetic strips, zero balance go

FERGAL OO'BRIEN && 
ENDA CCURRAN
DEC. 2

Global manufacturing is
looking a little brighter
heading into the end of the
year, with a pickup in China
and Germany validating
calls that global growth is
stabilizing.

The better factory numbe-
rs from China in November
filtered across Asian econo-
mies including South Korea,
Japan and Malaysia, all of
which saw their Purchasing
Managers’ Indexes nudge
higher. In Europe, Germa-
ny’s reading came in stron-
ger than initially estimated,
rising for a second month.

The news lifted equities,
with the Stoxx Europe 600
up 0.4 per cent following ear-
lier gains across Asia.
Bonds fell, with German 10-
year yields rising to the
highest in three weeks.

The latest numbers contin-
ue a narrative seen across
continents in recent weeks
that the global economy has
reached the bottom of the
downturn and is stabilizing.

Also fueling the optimism is
hope that the US and China
— despite mixed messages
and ongoing political ten-
sions — are close to signing
the first part of a trade deal.

“The market is positioned
for a phase-one deal either
by the end of this year or if
not, then that the tariff hike
for December will be dela-
yed,” said Christoph Rieger,
Head of Fixed Rate Strategy
at Commerzbank. “The
green-shoots spirit regard-
ing the economy probably
has room to extend.”

The next data point for
investors is the US ISM
manufacturing report later
on Monday. Also coming
this week are readings from
German industry plus US
monthly payrolls.

Much of the better mood
in Asia was down to China’s
improved performance. The
Caixin index rose to 51.8
from 51.7, following news on
the weekend that the official
measure jumped to 50.2, the
first reading above the key
50 level since April.

— Bloomberg

Global factory output growth
sees green shoots as 2019 ends

MIHIR SSHARMA

It’s now official: The Indian
economy is suffering
through a major slowdown,
and one that shows no
immediate sign of easing.
The only surprise is that the
estimate for growth in gross
domestic product last quar-
ter isn’t even lower than the
announced 4.5 per cent.

When the Narendra Modi-
led government presented
its first budget after being
re-elected, it expected
growth in 2019-20 to be
around 7 per cent. A few
months later, the Reserve
Bank of India slashed that
to 6.1 per cent. It is hard,
now, to see how even that
rate — relatively slow by
India’s past standards —

will be achieved.
Hidden in the disaggregat-

ed numbers is the story of
what has gone wrong. Inves-
tment has collapsed. It con-
tracted 3 per cent in real ter-
ms last quarter, after grow-
ing almost 12 per cent in the
same quarter last year. Wh-
at has grown faster is gov-
ernment spending. It may
have been responsible for as
much as 40 per cent of what-
ever growth India did have.

Since early in his first
term, Modi has largely aba-
ndoned his campaign prom-
ise to get government out of
business. Instead, he’s reli-
ed on the public sector to bu-
ild a welfare state and prop
up growth. In the heady
years, as falling oil prices
flattered Indian growth and

fattened the treasury, it
looked like his strategy was
working.

But the money
is rapidly run-
ning out. Inclu-
ding spending by
p r o v i n c i a l
administrations, the deficit
is approaching 8 per cent of
GDP. Claims that public
spending would make
investment more attractive
for the private sector have
not been borne out. There
simply isn’t enough money
to go around — with the gov-
ernment taking the lion’s
share of financial savings,
private investment has to be
content with the meager
leavings.

India’s government has
nobody else to blame. The

economy has slowed in the
past - most recently, during
the commodity boom and

the “taper
tantrum” —
but on each
such occasion
there was some

sort of exogenous calamity
it had to deal with. There
hasn’t been a bad monsoon,
or sudden commodity price
inflation, or a balance-of-
payments crisis. The world
economy isn’t exactly boom-
ing, yet export-oriented
economies like Vietnam and
Bangladesh seem to be
doing fine. Vietnam grew at
7.3 per cent in the last quar-
ter, and Bangladesh may see
two successive years of 8
per cent growth.

Mismanagement at home

and increasing protection-
ism abroad have ensured
that India has dropped out
of that group of fast-grow-
ing emerging economies.
It’s fashionable in India to
worry about slumping con-
sumer demand and blame it
for the slowdown. The reme-
dy, some argue, is to open
the government’s spending
tap still further. Certainly,
it’s possible to see a tempo-
rary revival in the medium
term if handouts increase.
But that won’t be sustain-
able. At some point, the bal-
looning overall deficit is
really going to bite.

The whole point, surely, is
that developing countries
shouldn’t be dependent only
upon domestic demand.
Young, labour-surplus

nations must go out and tap
world markets, not limit
themselves to whatever can
be drummed up at home. No
stronger lesson can be
drawn from recent econom-
ic history.

Instead, India has gotten
into a series of entirely
avoidable trade spats with
countries like the US, gone
cold on a possible free-trade
deal with the European
Union and most recently
refused to sign the Regional
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership with countries
from the Pacific Rim and
Southeast Asia.

The government wants to
coddle Indian industry inst-
ead of giving it the means
to compete. It need not raise
tariffs and run away from

free trade; it should instead
allow entrepreneurs and
companies greater flexibili-
ty in whom they hire, make
it easier to find land for
industry, and end a self-
defeating crusade against
tax evasion that has scared
investors into hiding.

It’s still possible to hope
that something may change
in New Delhi. Modi has
already reinvented himself
once, from a business-
friendly chief minister to a
welfarist prime minister. He
could be capable of a third
act, in which he re-invigor-
ates Indian industry and
manufacturing through
drastic structural reform.
But don’t hold your breath
waiting.

— Bloomberg

Economy needs Modi to reinvent himself once again
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Under the Faster
Adoption and
Manufacturing of
(Hybrid &) Electric
Vehicles in India (FAME
India), about 2.8 lakh
vehicles received
demand incentives of
about Rs 359 crore.
Phase II of FAME has a
budgetary support of Rs
10,000 crore.

In the two-year Phase-I
of FAME India Scheme
was launched in March
2015 to promote 
adoption of electrical 
vehicles with an aim to
reduce dependency on
fossil fuel and to address
issues of vehicular
emissions. The Phase-I
of the Scheme was
extended from time 
to time and the last
extension was allowed
till March 31, 2019.
Among the 2.8 lakh 
vehicles, 425 e-buses also
have received support,
the government said.

The Phase-II of FAME
India Scheme which
commenced from April
2019 is for a period 
of three years. It has 
a total budgetary 
support of Rs 10,000
crore. 

FAME provides
`359 cr support
to 2.8 L vehicles

FC BBUREAU
MUMBAI, DEC. 2

Axis Bank announced
it's private banking plat-
form which would cater
to ultra-high net-worth
segment of customers
and is called "Burgundy
Private".

Third largest private
bank's "Burgundy
Private" platform offer-
ing tailor made wealth
management advisory
and solutions for high
net-worth individuals
(HNIs)/ ultra-HNIs has
a team of 70 private
banking specialists sta-
tioned across 20 loca-
tions.

During the event,
Amitabh Chaudhry, MD
and CEO, Axis Bank
also launched India's
first and an exclusive 3-
in-1 metallic card, that
works as a debit, credit
and forex card. This all-
in-one card will help
Burgundy Private
clients to perform their
financial transactions
seamlessly, both while
in India and overseas.

In 2014, Axis Bank
launched "Burgundy"-
its wealth management
business, which has now
more than 1 lakh fami-
lies as its client.

Axis unveils 
new services
for ultra rich

New Delhi, Dec. 2:
Mumbai-based Suraksha
Realty, which is in the
race with state-owned
NBCC to acquire bank-
rupt Jaypee Infratech, is
likely to offer additional
cash and land to lenders,
and higher delay compe-
nsation to homebuyers to
make its final resolution
more lucrative for finan-
cial creditors, sources
said.

NBCC is also actively
considering offering mo-
re land to lenders and re-
duce timeline for comple-
tion of about 20,000 flats.

In the last meeting of
the committee of credi-
tors (CoC) held on Nove-
mber 28, lenders asked
NBCC and Suraksha
Realty to make a final
offer by next Tuesday
(December 3) after revis-
ing their earlier bids.

According to sources,
Suraksha is likely to inc-
rease the upfront payme-
nt to lenders from its cur-
rent offer of Rs 25 crore.

Under the land-debt
swap deal, the company
is considering to
increase the offer of land
parcels in value terms.
Currently, it has offered
1,934 acres of land worth
Rs 7,800 crore.

— PTI

Suraksha to offer
cash & land to
Jaypee lenders

— Ashwin J Punnen 

FC BANKING BBUREAU
MUMBAI, DEC. 2

Life Insurance
Corporation has waived
off the convenience fee on
credit-card originated
payments towards renew-
al premium, new premi-
um, or repayment of loan
and interest on loans
against the policies will
not attract any additional
charges or convenience
fee its parlance, from
December 1. 

“This facility of free
transactions using credit
cards shall be applicable
to and implemented acro-
ss all collecting systems--
card less payment and
card dip/ swipe on point of
sale machines, LIC, which
control over 70 per cent of
the life insurance mar-
ket,” LIC said in a state-
ment on Monday.

The customers can
download the Mylic App
to for online transactions,
it added.

LIC waives
credit card
transaction

fees

Column

Imports climbed 8.7% to 9.4
million tonnes in 2018-19

Hungry for palm

Source: Solvent Extractors’ Association of India
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Nivruti Rai

Online B2B investments grow
multi-fold in last two years
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Undermined!
Former Australian captain Ian Chappell (in pic) feels Steve
Smith undermined current skipper Tim Paine by trying to
set the field in the second Test against Pakistan

SHORT TAKES

These are the best
batting conditions in
the world. If you can

get used to the
bounce and pace

you can make runs.  
— Azhar Ali, Pakistan captain on

playing in Australia

New Delhi: Delhi cricketer
Prince Ram Niwas Yadav has

been banned by the BCCI from
domestic cricket for the next

two seasons after being found
guilty of fudging his age in

under-19 tournaments.
Yadav, who is registered with

the Delhi & District Cricket
Association, has been disquali-
fied by the BCCI with immedi-

ate effect and banned from par-
ticipating in 2020-21 and 2021-

22 domestic cricket seasons. “It
is confirmed. We have got inti-

mation from BCCI that Prince
Yadav has been found guilty of

age fudging,” a senior DDCA
said. The BCCI acted on the

basis of the certificate issued
by the Central Board of

Secondary Education in which
his date of birth was found to

be June 10, 1996. But the crick-
eter submitted a birth certifi-
cate to the BCCI in which his

his date of birth was shown to
be December 12, 2001. — PTI

India to take part in 
50 year-olds WC

Delhi player banned
for age fudging

New Delhi: India will play their
maiden cricket World Cup for
the 50-year-olds to be held in
South Africa from March 10 to

24 next year. India will begin
the 50-over tournament with a

clash against England on March
5 at Green Point Cricket Club.

West Indies, Namibia and
Zimbabwe will also be making
their debut in the tournament
which will be played in Cape

Town and Stellenbosch.
India is placed in Pool 'B' along

with Pakistan, England, South
Africa, Namibia and Wales,

while Pool 'A' includes
Australia, West Indies, New

Zealand and Sri Lanka, among
others. Sports and brand expert

Shailendra Singh will lead the
Indian team and the legendary

Kapil Dev wished the team luck
ahead of the tournament. — PTI

Adelaide, Dec. 2: Spin
king Nathan Lyon snared
five wickets, including
dangerous half-century
makers Shan Masood and
Asad Shafiq, as Australia
wore down a stubborn
Pakistan to clinch the sec-
ond Test and wrap up the
series 2-0 Monday.

Pakistan resumed day
four of the day-night
match on a precarious 39
for three with Masood not
out 14 and Shafiq on eight
after being bowled out for
302 in their first innings
and forced to follow on.

It followed Australia’s
mammoth 589 for three
declared, built around
David Warner’s exception-
al 335 not out — the 10th
highest Test score of all
time.

Needing another 248 to
force Australia to bat
again and avoid a second
successive innings defeat,
they had a decent crack
but were eventually all out
for 239 with the home
team claiming victory by
an innings and 48 runs.

It was Australia’s sixth
consecutive win in a pink
ball Test — four of them at
Adelaide — with every
day-night Test played so
far since the concept was
introduced in 2015 produc-
ing a result.

“Really happy. Barring
few slip-ups in the field
yesterday, we played excel-
lent cricket in the last two
matches,” said Australia
captain Tim Paine.

“David and Marnus

(Labuschagne) have been
unbelievably good. We all
witnessed a special knock
from David Warner. It is
among the top one or two
innings ever by an
Australian.”

Lyon was Australia’s
saviour, finishing with 5-
69 on a lifeless pitch that
offered little for the home
side’s fast bowlers, who
were made to toil.

It was his 16th five-wick-
et haul and his first
against Pakistan, who
have lost all four Tests
they have played this year
after two defeats to South
Africa in January.

Defeat continued
Pakistan’s appalling
record in Australia, where
they have now crashed in
14 consecutive Tests.

“I would like to congrat-
ulate Australia and espe-
cially David Warner,” said
Pakistan skipper Azhar
Ali.

“We have been beaten by
a better team. We will take
some positives from here.
As a bowling unit, we need
to control the scoring
rate.”

At least they offered
some resistance on
Monday, with
Masood, who mod-
els himself on
E n g l a n d ’ s
Alastair Cook,
playing some
g l o r i o u s
strokes as he
assumed a
leadership
role after
Babar Azam and cap-
tain Azhar Ali fell
cheaply on Sunday
evening.

His sixth Test 50, in
his 17th Test,
arrived with a
boundary off
Lyon, his sixth
four, before he
chipped the

spinner to mid-off on 68
where Mitchell Starc col-
lected an easy catch.

Shafiq, who has 12 Test
hundreds to his name,
proved to be Masood’s
equal and brought up his
25th half-century with a
single off Josh
Hazlewood. But Lyon
struck again, with Shafiq
getting a thin edge to a
flighted ball that carried
to Warner at slip and he
was gone for 57. — AFP

Lyon takes five as Australia thrash Pakistan with day to spare
Pak drown under

Australia (1st innings): 589-3 dec 
Pakistan (1st innings): 302 
Pakistan (2nd innings): S. Masood c Starc b Lyon 68,
Imam-ul-Haq lbw Hazlewood 0, A. Ali c Smith b Starc
9, B. Azam c Paine b Hazlewood 8, A. Shafiq c Warner
b Lyon 57, I. Ahmed c Labuschagne b Lyon 27, M.
Rizwan b Hazlewood 45, Y. Shah lbw Lyon 13, S. Afridi
c Hazlewood b Lyon 1, M. Abbas run out (Cummins) 1,
M. Musa (not out) 4. Extras (llb6) 6. Total (in 82 overs)
239.
FoW: 1-2, 2-11, 3-20, 4-123, 5-154, 6-201, 7-221, 8-229,
9-235.
Bowling: Starc 16-3-47-1, Hazlewood 23-4-63-3,
Cummins 15-4-45-0, Lyon 25-7-69-5, Labuschagne 3-
0-9-0.

SCORECARD

Australia celebrate after winning the Test series 2-0 against Pakistan. — AFP

Scales are tilted in favour of home teams

The general response
from critics and fans
alike on the recent

series’ in the World
Championship of Test
cricket (WCT) has been elu-
cidated in one word — ‘mis-
match.’ And rightly so, as
we saw in two completed
ties against South Africa
and Bangladesh in India
and the series’ currently
ongoing down under. The
Australians are bullying a
hapless, inexperienced
team from Pakistan while
the New Zealanders are giv-
ing nightmares to Joe
Root’s Englishmen.

Watching David Warner
take Bradmanesque strides
in the two Test matches at
Brisbane and Adelaide with
a total of 489 runs, out just
once in two innings, gives
us an idea of how badly the
scales are tilted in favour of
the home team. The capitu-

lation of the Pakistan bats-
men, so far in the unbal-
anced game (cannot call it a
‘match’) on the same pitch
that looked great for batting
while the Aussies did,
shows the power of the
home team. Ditto the case
when India wrapped their
encounters on their home
turf.

One would have thought
that visitors England would
have given hosts New
Zealand a run for their
money but ended up leaking
the other kind of ‘runs,’ the
kind that fill the score-
sheets. The Kiwis pasted
the Englishmen by an
innings and 65 runs in the
first Test at Bay Oval,
Mount Maunganui.

The one aspect that all
teams in the WCT must
have realised, by now, is
that they need to take full
advantage of the games

played in their home condi-
tions to maximise their
tally of points gained.

The three home teams
that have dominated the
WCT series so far — India,
Australia and New Zealand
— have ‘batted once and bat-
ted big,’ as described by vet-
eran Englishman Stuart
Broad after two days of play
in the second Test at

Hamilton.
Broad thought he and his

fellow compatriots (read
bowlers) may have given
their side a chance having
finished the Kiwi first
innings at 375 runs. To fol-
low his advice the batsmen
will have to get at least 500
plus runs to put a drop of
sweat on the forehead of
Kiwi skipper Kane

Williamson. With the kind
of form that the home team
batsmen have displayed so
far, Williamson has yet to
fire, Broad should probably
have advised his lot rather
than address the English
batsmen.

Take the case of David
Warner who became the
second highest individual
scorer for Australia in Test

cricket after his unbeaten
335 against Pakistan. Of the
23 centuries that he has
scored in Test cricket, only
five have been notched
abroad.

Two of those came against
(and in) Bangladesh and
three in South Africa. In
non-Aussie conditions, the
southpaw’s highest average
in Test cricket is 27.16 in Sri
Lanka while it is 67.25 at
home. For those critics who
keep hounding batsmen
from the Asian sub-conti-
nent about their dominance
in local conditions,
Warner’s case is a prime
example of a case by a non-
Asian whose lack of runs
away from home has never
been questioned.

The general opinion, so
far, is that the tussle for the
WCT pennant is between
India, Australia, New
Zealand and England. The
teams that win most match-
es in ‘away’ series will be
the ones to contest the WCT
final at Lord’s, England in
June 2021. One does hope
Virat Kohli and company
are watching the Kiwis at
work before they embark
for their first real Test.

Hemant Kenkre
Silly Point

Australia coach Justin Langer with Pakistan players Imam-ul-Haq (left) and Babar Azam
at the post-match ceremony. — AFP

RECORDS MEANT
TO BE BROKEN:
RECKONS LARA 
Adelaide, Dec. 2: West
Indies cricket legend
Brian Lara has revealed
that he was looking for-
ward to congratulate
David Warner had the
Australian breached his
record of highest individ-
ual Test score, just as
Gary Sobers had done
when he achieved the
feat.

Lara said “records are
meant to be broken.” Lara
broke the record of high-
est individual Test score
twice, first when he over-
took compatriot Gary
Sober's 36-year-old record
of 365 by scoring 375
against England in 1994
and then again when he
bettered his own record to
reach 400 in 2004. 

Lara, who was in
Adelaide attending to
some commercial engage-

ments, said he was get-
ting ready to meet

Warner.  “I was hop-
ing they might
catch me and get

me (out) there
and that was

one of the
reasons I

was hop-
ing they

might have
let him go

for it,” Lara said. — PTI

Root’s epic 226 gives
England 101-run lead 
Hamilton, Dec. 2: Joe
Root’s masterful 226 to
highlight a return to form
gave England a much-need-
ed boost in the second Test
against New Zealand on
Monday as they ended day
four believing they can
square the series.

It took a five-wicket haul
for the tireless Neil
Wagner to bring England's
first innings to an end at
476, a lead of 101. At
stumps, New Zealand were
96 for two and needing to
bat late into the final day
although rain may yet have

the last word with further
showers forecast for
Tuesday. Jeet Raval (duck)
and Tom Latham (18) went
early in second innings,
and for Raval it continued
a poor run in which he has
failed to reach double fig-
ures in six of his last 10
innings. — AFP
Brief scores: New Zealand
375 & 96/2 in 34 overs (K.
Williamson 37 (batting),
R. Taylor 31 (batting)) vs
England 476 in 162.5
overs (R. Burns 101, J.
Root 226, O. Pope 75,
Wagner 5/124) 

Joe Root celebrates his double ton. — AFP

971 players to go
under hammer
New Delhi, Dec. 2: As
many as 971 cricketers,
including 713 Indians and
258 overseas players, will
be up for grabs at the IPL
players’ auction scheduled
to be held in Kolkata on
December 19.

There are 215 capped
players, 754 uncapped and
two cricketers from
Associate Nation, who will
compete for the available
73 spots. 

With the IPL Player
Registration closed on
November 30, franchises
will now have time till
December 9 evening to sub-
mit their shortlist of play-
ers that will make up the
final Player Auction list. 

Among the registered
players, 19 are capped
Indians, 634 uncapped
Indians, 60 are uncapped
Indians who have played at
least one IPL match, 196
cricketers are capped
Internationals, 60
uncapped Internationals
and two are from Associate
Nations. 

Hugh Edmeades will once
again set the balls rolling
on the dais during the auc-
tion which will see crick-
eters from Afghanistan
(19), Australia (55),

Bangladesh (6), England
(22), Netherlands (1), New
Zealand (24), South Africa
(54), Sri Lanka (39), USA
(1), West Indies (34) and
Zimbabwe (3) go under the
hammer. — PTI

IPL-2020 | AUCTION

Kathmandu, Dec. 2:
Nepal’s Anjali Chand
claimed the best-ever bowl-
ing figures of six for
nought in a women’s
Twenty20 international at
the South Asian Games on
Monday.

Chand, making her inter-
national debut, bowled 2.1
overs without conceding a
single run as Nepal bowled
out Maldives women for 16
in 10.1 overs in Pokhara.

The 24-year-old Chand
surpassed the efforts of
Malaysian Mas Elysa who
claimed six wickets for
three runs from her four
overs against China’s

women in January.
Nepal needed five balls to

achieve their target to win
by 10 wickets.

India’s Deepak Chahar
set the best T20 bowling fig-
ures for men — six for
seven — against
Bangladesh. — AFP

Country            Players
● Afghanistan 19
● Australia 55
● Bangladesh 6
● England 22
● Netherlands 1
● New Zealand 24
● South Africa 54
● Sri Lanka 39
● USA 1
● West Indies 34
● Zimbabwe 3

Country-wise breakdown 

Nepal girl claims 6 for 0,
creates Twenty20 record

Aiming to fill up the
available 73 spots
are 215 capped
players, 754
uncapped and
2 players from
Associate Nations.   

Capped
Indians19

196

Uncapped
Indians634

Uncapped Indians who
have IPL experience 60

Capped
International

Uncapped
International60

Associate: 2 players

BCCI may increase hosting
fee of domestic matches 
Kolkata, Dec. 2: The
Sourav Ganguly-led BCCI
is likely to increase the
hosting fee of domestic
matches for both playing
and non-playing days
after the state associa-
tions sought a revision
during the Board’s 88th
Annual General Meeting.

Besides the BCCI may
also reconsider its deci-
sion to forcefully retire 17

scorers who have
attained the age of 60
after these points were
raised by a member dur-
ing the Board’s AGM in
Mumbai on Sunday. 

“We have sought for a
revision and also pro-
posed for fees during non-
match days to bear the
costs of travelling and all
other arrangements,” a
member said. — PTI

Anjali CChand

Nathon LLyon

Suryakumar named
Mumbai skipper

Mumbai: In-form batsman
Suryakumar Yadav was on

Monday named the captain of
Mumbai's Ranji team a week

ahead of start of the domestic
powerhouse's campaign in the

prestigious cricket tournament.
Suryakumar was in a red-hot

form during the just concluded
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy, a T20

competition in which Mumbai
were out in the Super League

stage.
Yadav, who made his Mumbai

debut against Delhi way back in
2010, is one of the senior play-

ers of the team. — PTI



Mumbai, Dec. 2: Ace
Jamaican sprinter
Yohan Blake on Monday
said he is eyeing nothing
less than a gold medal in
next year’s Tokyo
Olympics, his last
appearance at the quad-
rennial extravaganza.

“It is going to be my
last Olympics and defi-
nitely I am going for the
gold,” said Blake, who
already has two gold and
two silver medals in the
Olympics.

“I have got plenty of
medals in the past, but
this will be the icing on
the cake for me,” he said
here.

Blake considers him-
self favourite to clinch
the yellow metal in the
100m sprint at Tokyo.

“I’m always the
favourite, the second
fastest man in the uni-
verse. Everyone has to
look up to me. Definitely

there are some good
guys coming and I’ll be
looking forward to the
challenge,” he said. 

“I think it is going to be
epic, this is the greatest
show on earth and
everyone is looking for
that blue-carpet event,
which is the 100m,”
Blake added. 

The Jamaican sprinter
was in the city to pro-
mote the ‘Road Safety
World Series’, a T20
series, which will be

held in February next
year. 

Blake lashed out at
World Athletics chief
Sebastian Coe for remov-
ing four events, includ-
ing the 200m race from
next year’s Diamond
League. “It has changed
a lot, I am not going to
lie. The times we are
running have slowed
down, track and field is
dying a little. If he (Coe)
can take away the 200m
and triple jump, I don’t
know if he is trying to
build it (track and field)
or trying to kill athlet-
ics,” he said. 

“But that’s a stupid
move he is making. He
must enhance the sport,
but he is killing it. It is
just madness,” Blake
said.

The 29-year-old also
said that he would start
a programme in India  to
unearth talent. — PTI

Mumbai, Dec. 2: Uttar
Pradesh batsman Priyam
Garg will lead defending
champions India in next
year’s Under-19 ICC
Cricket World Cup after
the BCCI on Monday
named him captain of a
15-member squad for the
tournament to be held in
South Africa.

The All-India Junior
Selection Committee
picked the squad for the
tournament to be held
from January 17 to
February 9.

The 19-year-old Garg, a
right handed top-order
batsman, has a first-class
double hundred and a List
A century to his name.

He was a part of the
India ‘C’ team that fin-
ished runner-up in the
Deodhar Trophy. He hit a
74 in the final against
India ‘B’ last month.

In the 2018-19 Ranji
Trophy season, Garg was
the second-highest run-
scorer for Uttar Pradesh
with a tally of 814 at an
average of 67.83. This per-
formance also fetaured
two hundreds, including a
career-best 206.

Another player to watch
out for would be 17-year-
old Yashasvi Jaiswal.
Jaiswal became the
youngest to hit a List A
double-century during the

Vijay Hazare Trophy ear-
lier this year for Mumbai.
He averaged 112.80 with
three hundreds and a fifty
during the season.

The 13th edition of the
U-19 World Cup will be
played among 16 teams,
split into four groups.

India are placed in
Group A with first-time
qualifier Japan, New
Zealand and Sri Lanka.
The top two teams from
each group will qualify
for the Super League
stage.

India is the most suc-
cessful team in the tour-
nament, having won four
titles till date, including
the last edition in 2018,
when they beat Australia
by eight wickets in the
final and remained
unbeaten in the tourna-
ment.

Ahead of the World Cup,
the India U-19 team will
travel to South Africa for
three one-day matches
against the Proteas U-19
side, followed by a
Quadrangular Series fea-
turing South Africa U-19,
India U-19, Zimbabwe U-19
and New Zealand U-19.

Hyderabad’s CTL
Rakshan will be the addi-
tional player in the squad
for the South Africa tour
and the Quadrangular
Series. — PTI

MOSES KKONDETY || DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 2

There was cheer in
Hyderabad cricket circles
on Monday when promis-
ing player Namboori
Thakur Tilak Varma was
named in the Indian team
for the ICC Under 19 World
Cup to be played in South
Africa next month.

The opening batsman
and part-time bowler
made it to the side with
ease, riding on his per-
formances in the six series
that he has played so far
since breaking into the
national U-19 side in June
last year.

Now, he plans to raise the
bar. “I want to perform
very well at the Under 19
World Cup, be the best
batsman at the tourna-
ment and help the Indian
team win the trophy,” the
17 year old told this news-
paper on Monday.

He oozes confidence. “I
have a fair amount of
experience playing in
England (the U-19 series)
and that will help me a
great deal in South Africa,
where the wickets will be
similar. I am positive
about doing well,” he says,
adding, “The series in
South Africa preceding
the big tournament should
help us acclimatise to the
conditions.”

The Indian U-19 side will
play three one-day match-
es against the home team,
followed by a
Quadrangular Series fea-
turing South Africa U-19,
India U-19, Zimbabwe U-19
and New Zealand U-19.

That he has played
against most of the teams
should stand Tilak in good
stead — he has been part
of six series with the U-19
team so far, against
Afghanistan, Nepal,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
England, South Africa,
Bangladesh U-19 sides.

Tilak has also scored a
century against Pakistan
at the Under 19 Asia Cup
this year, which Indian
won. “That 110 (off 119
balls with 10 fours and a
six) has been my best
knock so far. The 90
against England in a bi-
lateral series is another
satisfying innings,” he
smiles.

While growing up, the
youngster modelled him-
self after Suresh Raina, a
left-hand batsman and
right-arm off-break

bowler like him. In the
current Indian senior side,
it’s Ravindra Jadeja (with
a similar ambidextrous
allround skillset as his)
who Tilak tries to emulate.
It’s natural that he wants
to play alongside big
names. “I want to make it
to the senior Indian team
by the end of next year,”
says the Intermediate sec-
ond year student at
Lepakshi Junior College
in Chandanagar with
Civics, Economics and
Commerce as his subjects.

The hugely popular IPL
is another tournament
that he thinks can pave his
path to the senior side. He
has enrolled himself at the
upcoming December 19
auction. “If I get a chance
on any of the IPL teams
and perform well, I can get
into national reckoning,”
he says.

To achieve his long-term
goal, Tilak punishes him-
self at practice, “with dif-
ferent balls and in simu-
lated conditions — on
spinning and well as boun-
cy wickets — at the Legala
Cricket Academy in
Lingampally. I’m at the
ground from 6 to 11 am
and then again from 2 to 6
pm.”

His childhood coach
Salam Bayash is the driv-
ing force. “He’s a hard-
working player, started
with tennis ball cricket as
a 11-year-old and has
quickly moved up the age-
group sides to where he is
now. Given his work ethic,
I am sure he will break
into the senior Indian
team in the near future,”
Salam believes.

Tilak pays back the com-
pliment. “I cannot forget
the sacrifices made by my
coach and parents, they
work equally hard with
me. My father wakes up
along with me at 5 am and
accompanies me to the
training ground. My moth-
er too is so much involved
in my career,” he says.

Sport runs in his family.
His elder brother Tarun
Varma is a national level
badminton player, who is
studying B Tech first year.
“I too play badminton and
table tennis, just to keep
fit,” says Tilak, who plays
for Gemini Friends in the
Hyderabad Cricket
Association’s three-day
league.

Now, a longer version
must be playing on his
mind — five days. Thakur Tilak Varma poses with the Under 19 Asia Cup Trophy in this file photo.
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Costly slip
Harry Maguire is frustrated that defensive lapses
are costing Manchester United crucial points after
they let slip a winning position against Aston Villa

SHORT TAKES

As a team we want
to move forward
so, next year, we

want to fight for the
title, of course.

— Max Verstappen, after the
season-ending race

Hamilton has to
pick his loyalty

Abu Dhabi: Lewis Hamilton
has admitted he will be torn

between loyalty to Mercedes
and the novelty of a new chal-
lenge at Ferrari when he con-
siders his options for what is

expected to be his last racing
driver’s contract in Formula

One.
The 34-year-old Briton had lit-
tle time to bask in the glory of

his stunning dominance of
Sunday’s Abu Dhabi Grand Prix

before being pressed to talk
about his future and a possible

switch from the Silver Arrows
to Ferrari. 

The six-time world champion
was circumspect, however, in
his answers during post-race

interviews in which he declined
offers to deny that he had

already spoken to the Italian
team’s chairman, John Elkann.

Hamilton’s current contract
with Mercedes ends next year,

leaving him free to move for
the 2021 season when 

Formula One ushers in a radi-
cal new set of rules that may

coincide with Sebastian Vettel
choosing to leave Ferrari, possi-

bly for Mercedes in a dramatic
swap with Hamilton,

or to retire.
— AFP 

Martinez carries
Inter to table top
Milan: Lautaro Martinez’s first-
half brace sent Inter Milan top

of Serie A on Sunday with a 2-1
win over SPAL. Argentinian

Martinez put Inter ahead on 16
minutes at the San Siro, and

then headed in Antonio
Candreva’s cross to score his

eighth league goal this season.
Mattia Valoti pulled a goal

back, but second-from-bottom
SPAL fell to their ninth defeat

of the campaign.
Conte has guided Chinese-

owned Inter to 12 victories in 14
league games for the first time,

and they reclaimed the top
spot which they had previously

held until their 2-1 defeat by
Juventus on October 6.

Lazio consolidated third place
— seven points behind Inter —

with a 3-0 win over Udinese
thanks to a double from Serie A

top scorer Ciro Immobile,
including one from the spot, to

bring his tally to 17 goals this
season, and a Luis Alberto

penalty.
Roma moved up to fourth,

two points behind their city
rivals, after a 3-1 win at mid-

table Verona. — AFP

DONCIC 
DOMINATES
AT THE NBA

Los Angeles: Luka Doncic fin-
ished just shy of a triple double

as the Dallas Mavericks gave
the Los Angeles Lakers a reality
check Sunday by snapping their

10-game win streak with a 114-
100 win.

Doncic was just one rebound
short of the triple double finish-

ing with 27 points, 10 assists
and nine rebounds, as the visit-
ing Mavericks avenged a 119-110

overtime loss to Los Angeles
one month ago. “It’s a great win
that means a lot to us,” Doncic,
20, said. “It shows that we can

play against big teams, too. We
just need to keep it rolling.”

The first-place Mavericks
improved to 13-6 on the season

and were too much to handle
for the Lakers, whose win

streak came against 10 teams,
all with losing records. The last

time Los Angeles played a team
with a better than .500 record,
which was the Toronto Raptors
on November 10, they lost 113-

104. Delon Wright came off the
bench to tally 17 points and

nine assists while Dwight
Powell, Kristaps Porzingis and
Justin Jackson contributed 15

points apiece in the win.
Anthony Davis had 27 points
and 10 rebounds and LeBron
James tallied 25 points, nine

rebounds and eight assists for
LA. James also had six of the

Lakers 17 turnovers. The Lakers’
next two games are against

Denver and Utah, who are one
and two atop the Northwest

Division standings. — AFP

Tilak ticks big box
Makes Indian team for next month’s U-19 World Cup

Blake trains his eyes on
gold in Tokyo Olympics

Jamaican sprinter Yohan Blake speaks at the launch of Road safety World
Series, an annual T20 cricket tournament in Mumbai on Monday. — PTI

I’m always the
favourite, the second
fastest man in the
universe. Definitely
there are some good
guys coming and I’ll
be looking forward to
the challenge, Blake
said.

— YOHAN
BLAKE

Jamaican sprinter

Garg captain of
India U-19 side

CAMP FOR RAJASTHAN
ROYALS IS UNDERWAY
Nagpur, Dec. 2: Eight players, including new recruits
Ankit Rajpoot and Rahul Tewatia, will sweat it out for
the next three days at a new training facility at
Talegaon as Rajasthan Royals on Monday began their
pre-season camp for Indian cricketers ahead of next
year’s IPL.

The cricketers will undergo training for three days
under the watchful eyes of head of Cricket, Zubin
Bharucha, who will be supported by batting coach
Amol Mazumdar, spin bowling coach Sairaj Bahutule
and UK Academy director Sid Lahiri. — PTI 

THE SQUADS
Indian squad for U-19 World Cup: Priyam Garg (cap-
tain), Yashasvi Jaiswal, Tilak Varma, Divyaansh Saxena,
Dhruv Chand Jurel (vice-captain & wicketkeeper),
Shashwat Rawat, Divyansh Joshi, Shubhang Hegde,
Ravi Bishnoi, Akash Singh, Kartik Tyagi, Atharva
Ankolekar, Kumar Kushagra (wicketkeeper), Sushant
Mishra, Vidyadhar Patil.

India U-19 squad for the tour of South Africa: Priyam
Garg (captain), Yashasvi Jaiswal, Tilak Varma,
Divyaansh Saxena, Dhruv Chand Jurel (vice-captain &
wicketkeeper), Shashwat Rawat, Divyansh Joshi,
Shubhang Hegde, Ravi Bishnoi, Akash Singh, Kartik
Tyagi, Atharva Ankolekar, Kumar Kushagra (wicket-
keeper), Sushant Mishra, Vidyadhar Patil, CTL Rakshan.



PAGE

16Games
TUESDAY | 3 DECEMBER 2019 | HYDERABADDECCAN CHRONICLE

Pepped up 
Man City boss Pep Guardiola praises the progress
made at Leicester since Brendan Rodgers 
was appointed manager earlier this year

SHORT TAKES

The best teams
have spirit. This is a

team that is so
strong together.

— Brendan Rodgers, Leicester
manager was all praise for his

side’s fightback after 
their 2-1 EPL win over Everton

New Delhi: International medal-
winning Indian woman boxer

Neeraj (57kg), who was among
the probables for 2020 Tokyo

Olympics, has been provisional-
ly suspended after failing a

dope test.
The Haryana-boxer tested posi-
tive for performance-enhancing
drug Ligandrol and “other ana-

bolic steroids”.
A former national medallist,

Neeraj won a bronze medal at
the prestigious Strandja
Memorial Tournament in

Bulgaria and a gold at a tourna-
ment in Russia this year.

She was also a gold-medallist
at this year’s India Open in

Guwahati.
Her sample was collected on

September 24 and was tested
at Qatar’s Ani-Doping lab,

which gave its findings earlier
last month.

“As per the adverse analytical
finding report dt. 03/11/2019

received from Anti-Doping Lab,
Qatar, Ms. Neeraj was found

positive for presence of LGD-
4033 (Ligandrol), Other

Anabolic Agents (S1 – WADA
Prohibited List 2019),” the

National Anti-Doping Agency
stated.

“Ms. Neeraj, was notified by
NADA by issuing notice of

charge for violation of Anti-
Doping Rules 2015 of NADA
and suspended provisionally

w.E.F 13/11/2019,” it added.
Neeraj has accepted the find-

ings and has declined a ‘B’
sample test.  — PTI

BOXER NEERAJ
FAILS DOPE 

TEST, BANNED

Jamshedpur: Sergio Castel’s
fine form in front of goal was

not enough for Jamshedpur FC
as NorthEast United fought
back late for a pulsating 1-1

draw at the JRD Tata Sports
Complex here on Monday.

The hosts were the dominant
side in this Hero Indian Super

League encounter and Spanish
striker Sergio Castel’s fifth goal

of the season in the 28th-
minute seemed to have given

all three points for Antonio
Iriondo’s men. But a 90th-

minute equaliser from
Panagiotis Triadis ensured

NorthEast United’s unbeaten
record remained intact.

The result sees Jamshedpur
second on the table, level on

points (11) with ATK at the top
while NorthEast are now fourth

with 10 points to their name.
Jamshedpur started on the

front foot and looked danger-
ous going forward. Six minutes

into the game, Noe Acosta
dribbled to the byline on the

left flank and chipped the ball
to the centre of the box for

Farukh Choudhary whose acro-
batic overhead kick flew just
over the bar. The NorthEast

defence struggled to contain a
clever Jamshedpur forward line,

led by Castel. — Agencies

JFC, NorthEast 
split points in ISL

Kannur, Kerala: Punjab’s
Minakshi, Chandigarh’s Rituz

and crowd favourite Anchu
Sabu emerged winners on the

opening day of the fourth Elite
Women’s National Boxing

Championship here on Monday.
A total of 235 boxers from 33

teams will be seen in action. 
A total of 23 matches were
played on the first day with

Punjab pugilist Minakshi (48kg)
displaying superb control and

movement to beat Meghalaya’s
Eva Marbaniang 5-0.  

Rituz defeated Ladakh’s
Dechen in a one-sided affair in

the light fly weight category.
Spurred by home support,

Anchu Sabu (48kg) sprung the
surprise of the day as she land-

ed a string of power-packed
punches on Manika Kumari

from Bengal and bagged the
bout with an RSC verdict in

round 2. The preliminary match-
es will be played on the first 

four days followed by the
knockout stage starting from

December 6. The final matches
will be played on December 8.

— PTI

Meenakshi, Rituz
win on Day One

SOUTH ASIAN | GAMES

Foxes come to party

New Delhi, Dec. 2:
Veteran tennis player
Leander Paes on Monday
hinted at a possible retire-
ment, saying he now
relies on his experience to
outsmart opponents and
shouldn’t be playing past
another year.

Paes was named in
India’s Davis Cup squad
for the Pakistan tie after
several top players made
themselves unavailable to
travel to Islamabad. 

The 46-year-old went on
to better his own record
by achieving his 44th
Davis Cup doubles win as
India routed Pakistan 4-0
last week. “My experi-
ence carries me through
now but in the longevity
for what’s the best for the
team I should not be play-
ing past another year,”
Paes told reporters.

The Olympic bronze
medallist added that nur-
turing a new, young team
should be the main objec-
tive for Indian tennis
right now. “Already by 46,
I should have been moved
out by the next generation
coming up,”  Paes said. 

“So to really be looking
at it objectively, the health
of the team, to nurture a
younger team is what’s
important,”he said — PTI 

Pokhara (Nepal),
Dec. 2: India opened
its medal account in
the 13th South Asian
Games (SAG) with one
gold, two silver and a
bronze in the triathlon
event on the opening
day of competitions
here on Monday.

Adarsha M.N.
Sinimol gave India the
first gold by winning
the men’s individual
triathlon event while
compatriot Bishworjit
Srikhom took the silver
in a 1-2 finish for the
country.

Thoudam Sorojini
Devi and Mohan
Pragnya added a silver
and a bronze in the
women’s individual
event.

The individual
triathlon event consists
of continuous three
legs of 750m swim,
20km bike race and a
5km run. The first ath-
lete to complete the
course is declared the
winner.

Sinimol clocked
01:02.51 secs to win the
gold in men’s event
while Bishworjit was
second with a time of
01:02:59. Basanta Tharu
of Nepal took the
bronze in 01:03:06. 

In the women’s indi-
vidual event, Sorojini
clocked 01:14:00 to fin-
ish second behind Sony
Gurung of Nepal who
took the gold in
01:13:45. Another
Indian, Pragnya
clocked 01:14:57 to win
the bronze. 

India is being repre-
sented by 487 athletes

in more than 15 disci-
plines.

INDIAN KHO KHO
TEAMS ENTER SEMIS
Continuing their
unbeaten run, Indian
men’s Kho Kho team
entered the semi-finals
after clinching two
wins in a day on
Monday.

India first thrashed
hosts Nepal by an
innings and 12 points
with scores of 17-5 and
later in the evening,
went on to beat
Bangladesh by an
innings and two points
with scores of 12-10.

After finishing top of
the points table, India
will now take on bot-
tom-placed Sri Lanka
in the semi-final on
Tuesday. 

In the other semi-
final, Nepal will play
against Bangladesh.

Meanwhile, Indian
women’s team also
secured semifinal
berth as they posted
their second successive
win in the competition
when they beat Nepal
on Monday. 

Nasreen-led side, who
beat Sri Lanka in their
opening game on
Sunday, notched up an
innings and eight-point
win with scores of 11-3
on Monday. — PTI

PAES HINTS
AT HANGING
UP RACQUET

Sinimol bags 1st
gold for India

Madrid, Dec. 2: Lionel
Messi delivered a major
boost to Barcelona’s La
Liga title hopes by scoring a
late winner in a 1-0 victory
at Atletico Madrid on
Sunday.

Messi is the favourite to
win a record-breaking sixth
Ballon d’Or in Paris on
Monday and he came up
trumps again for Barca at
the Wanda Metropolitano,
where an even contest
looked destined to finish
goalless.

“In matches that are close
and intense, having Leo is
always a big advantage,”
said Barcelona coach
Ernesto Valverde.

The Argentinian’s 86th-
minute strike, after a neat
one-two with Luis Suarez,
keeps Barcelona level on
points with Real Madrid at
the top of the table while
leaving Atletico with a
mountain to climb if they
are to rejoin the race.

“It’s important for the
three points but also for the
mental side,” said Valverde.
“It sends us into the
Christmas period with con-
fidence.”

Atletico now sit six points

adrift of both Real and
Barca, with those two also
having a game in hand
which will be played out in
the season’s first Clasico at
the Camp Nou on December
18.

It means Atleti could con-
ceivably head into the
Christmas break nine
points off the lead, a signif-
icant gap, particularly con-
sidering they will have to
play away against both
Barca and Real Madrid in
the second half of the sea-
son.

“We need points,” said
Atletico coach Diego
Simeone. “We are not far
from them but we are wor-
ried. I am happy with the
way we are playing but I
will not smile at that
because that does not bring
us points.”

Antoine Griezmann was
whistled on his return to
his former club, whom he
left for 120 million euros
($132.3 million) to join
Barcelona in the close
season, while toy rats
were dropped on the
plaque that still bears
his name outside the
stadium.

But Messi
scored his 12th
goal of the season

and sixth in his last five
games. He has now 25 in 27
in the league against
Atletico although this was
his first at the Wanda
Metropolitano.

PIQUE 
REPRIEVED

Barcelona were fortunate
not to be reduced to 10 men
in the second half when
Gerard Pique escaped a sec-
ond yellow card for a late
challenge on Alvaro
Morata.

They rode their luck in
the opening 20 minutes too,
marooned in their own half
and able only to survive
thanks in large part to their
goalkeeper.

Marc-Andre ter Stegen
made two excellent point-
blank saves although was
given the chance to as
Mario Hermoso found him-
self free at the back post
but shot straight at him
before Morata met Kieran
Trippier’s corner but failed
to head into the corner.

Earlier on Sunday, third-
placed Sevilla stayed just
one point behind Real and
Barca with a 1-0 victory
over Leganes. — AFP 

THE RESULTS

Atletico Madrid 0
Barcelona 1 
(Messi 86)

Sevilla 1 
(Carlos 63) 
Leganes 0

Athletic Bilbao 2 
(Raul Garcia 41-pen,
Berchiche 83) 
Granada 0

Espanyol 2 
(Roca 20-pen, Calleri
90+3) 
Ossasuna 4 
(Santos 46, Avila 49,
Moncayola 84, Torres
90+2-pen)

Getafe 4 
(Cabrera 54, Jorge

Molina 60-pen,
Rodriguez Diaz 67,

Timor 78) 
Levante 0

SPANISH LEAGUE

Late Messi winner sinks Atletico

Manchester United’s Daniel James (left) vies for the
ball with Tyrone Mings of Aston Villa in their EPL
match at Old Trafford on Sunday. — AP

Manchester, Dec. 2:
United threw away a sec-
ond-half lead to remain
eight points outside the
Premier League’s top
four with a 2-2 draw at
home to Aston Villa on
Sunday.

Jack Grealish put Villa
in front with a superb
solo effort, but United
levelled before the break
when Marcus Rashford’s
header hit the post and
came off Villa goalkeep-
er Tom Heaton into his
own net before Victor
Lindelof then headed
the hosts in front.

But a week after Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer’s men
surrendered a late lead
to draw 3-3 with
Sheffield United, they
did not learn their les-
son as Tyrone Mings
secured a deserved point
for Villa.

The loss of those four
points has cost United
the chance to climb up to
fifth in the table.

Instead they lie down
in ninth and trail two
points behind a revi-
talised Tottenham, who
visit Old Trafford on
Wednesday with new
boss Jose Mourinho
eying revenge against
the club that sacked him
11 months ago.

“I wouldn’t be sat here
talking about us sitting

fifth if we had got that
goal extra,” said
Solskjaer.

“The league table at
this point is not the
biggest concern, it’s so
tight. I just need to make
sure we get performanc-
es and get three or four
performances and
results after each other.

“What I can say is so
far we have had the lead
in so many games and
haven’t been able to win
those games. Six or
seven times we have
been up and we should
be better at seeing these
games into wins.”

First, United them-
selves had to come from
behind after a superb
11th-minute opener from
Grealish, who has scored
three league goals and
made four assists this
season. — AFP

Villa frustrate
Solskjaer’s men 

Iheanacho scores as Leicester close gap on Liverpool
Leicester, Dec. 2:
Kelechi Iheanacho was
the unlikely hero as
Leicester came from
behind to beat Everton
2-1 and close the gap on
Liverpool at the top of
the Premier League to
eight points.

The Nigerian had not
played a single minute
of Premier League foot-
ball this season prior to
being summoned from
the bench just after the
hour mark, but
Iheanacho teed up
Jamie Vardy’s equaliser
before scoring the win-
ner deep into stoppage
time.

“Kelechi is a wonder-
ful demonstration of
someone who trains
with a great attitude

every day. It was about
giving him the confi-
dence and reinforcing
his role. The rest was
him. I’m absolutely
delighted for him,” said
Leicester manager
Brendan Rodgers. 

Richarlison had given
the visitors a shock lead
at the King Power as
Everton produced a per-
formance that may do
enough to save manager
Marco Silva’s job ahead
of the Merseyside derby
on Wednesday.

Silva was reportedly
on the verge of losing
his job earlier in the
week after a shocking 2-
0 home defeat to
Norwich.

Another defeat leaves
the Toffees hovering

just two points above
the relegation zone with
Liverpool, Chelsea,
Manchester United and
Arsenal to come in their
next four league games.

“A really harsh result

for the players and the
club. We deserved more
from this game,” said
Silva. “No one can say
anything about the play-
ers’ commitment, atti-
tude or desire.”

Silva responded with a
change of formation
and his switch to a 3-5-2
worked to perfection for
the opening goal.

Djibril Sidibe broke
upfield from right wing-
back and his cross was
bulleted home by
Richarlison with a div-
ing header.

Leicester had already
seen two half-hearted
appeals for a penalty
waived away for chal-
lenges on Ayoze Perez
by the time that referee
Graham Scott did point

to the spot for Mason
Holgate’s apparent trip
on Ben Chilwell.

However, a lengthy
VAR review concluded
no contact had been
made and the Foxes
were frustrated once
more.

Leicester laboured in
the search for an
equaliser, but the intro-
duction of Iheanacho as
a substitute just after
the hour mark provided
the much-needed spark.

His first effort was too
close to Jordan
Pickford, but he got in
behind the Everton
defence again moments
later and squared for
Vardy for score his 13th
goal of the season at the
back post. — AFP

THE RESULTS

Leicester 2 
(Vardy 68,
Iheanacho 90+5) 
Everton 1 
(Richarlison 23)

Man Utd 2 
(Heaton 42-og,
Lindelof 64) 
Aston Villa 2 
(Grealish 11, Mings
66)

PREMIER LEAGUE

Leicester
City’s
Kelechi
Iheanacho
(right) scores
against Everton
in their English
Premier League
match in
Leicester on
Sunday. The
hosts won
2-1. 
— AFP

Barcelona’s Lionel Messi celebrates after
scoring against Atletico Madrid in their La
Liga match in Madrid on Sunday. — AFP 

● Thoudam Sorojini
Devi and Mohan
Pragnya added a
silver and a bronze
in the women’s indi-
vidual triathlon
event.

● Instead Man
United lie down in
ninth and trail two
points behind a revi-
talised Tottenham,
who visit Old
Trafford on
Wednesday with new
boss Jose Mourinho
eying revenge
against the club that
sacked him 11
months ago.
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