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*Koch completed 290 days on Sunday. While that is the world record
for women, the graphic is for American astronauts only. Source: NASA

THIS WEEKEND, US astronaut
Christina Koch set the record for the
longest single spaceflight by awoman
when she reached, and crossed, 289

1995, Valery Polyakov of Russia spent
438 days aboard the Mir space station.
Across genders, this is the world
record for the longest single human

days in her current mission at the  spaceflight.
International Space Station (ISS). The
previous record forwomenwassetby 665 days

another American, Peggy Whitson, in
2016-2017.

Koch, 40, an electrical engineer, is
set to extend that record. Having
reached the ISS in March this year, she
is expected to spend a total of 328
days on board before returning to
Earth in February 2020. Missions are
typically six months, but NASA an-
nounced in April that it was extend-
ing her mission. Koch has already
made history once in her stay aboard
theISS. In October, she was part of the
first all-female spacewalk, together
with Jessica Meir.

Although Koch has now overtaken
her for the longest single spaceflight,
Peggy Whitson continues to hold the
record for the longest time by awoman
in cumulative spaceflights. Whitson,
now 59 and retired, is a biochemist
who logged a total of 665 hours over a
number of space expeditions between
2002 and 2017.Koch once said she took
alot of helpful advice from Kelly’s 2017
autobiography Endurance. Now, Koch'’s
extended mission will help NASA learn
about the effects of long spaceflights.
The Associated Press reported that
NASA officials have said such data is

needed to support future deep space

340 days exploration missions.
Counting both male and female
astronauts, this is the overall record 878 days

by an American for a longest single
spaceflight. Scott Kelly spent 340 days
in space in 2015-2016.

This is the longest cumulative time
spent in space by any astronaut, male
or female. Gennady Padalka of Russia

holds this record, accumulating the

438 days
Between January 1994 and March

FA1ZAN MUSTAFA

THE CITIZENSHIP Amendment Act (CAA),
2019 makes it easier for non-Muslim mi-
grants from three countries to get Indian cit-
izenship. This series has previously looked at
the Constitutions of Pakistan and Bangladesh.
The third country is Afghanistan:

Constitutional history

Inalong history of conflict and multiple
invasions, no empire or nation could control
Afghanistan forlong. Even the British, in spite
of three wars since 1839, could not keep
Afghanistan under their control and were de-
feated in the third of these wars in 1919.
Afghanistan was not part of British India and
was not partitioned from India, which was
cited among the reasons for enacting CAA.
Under the Treaty of Rawalpindi, Afghanistan
got independence in 1919. Simultaneously,
atreaty of friendship was signed with Russia.

King Amanullah got a Constitution for
Afghanistan in 1921 and again in 1923 but
the Tajiks removed him in 1929. A new
Constitution was enacted in 1931. A coalition
of rightist groups came to powerin 1952 and
General Dawood Khan became PM in 1954.

Anew Constitution was adopted in 1964
by the Grand Assembly, or Loya Jirga. Signed
by King Zahir Shabh, it provided for a consti-

878 days (about 2%2 years) across five
spaceflights between 1998 and 2015.

tutional monarchy and a bicameral legisla-
ture. Sovereignty was vested in the nation,
not Allah. Article 2 declared Islam the state
religion and, unlike Pakistan and Bangladesh,
mentioned that religious rites of the state
shall be performed as per the Sunni Hanafi
doctrine. Thus, other Muslim sects wereina
way minorities. But the same Article also said
non-Muslims shall be free to perform their
rituals within limits determined by the laws
for public decency and public peace.

Title Three of the Constitution talked about
Rights and Duties (in India, Fundamental
Duties wereinsertedin 1976). Thefirst Article
declared the people of Afghanistan, without
discrimination or preference, have equal rights
and obligations before law. Right toliberty un-
der Article 26 was said to have no limitations
except liberty of others and public interest. It
said the state has a duty to protect liberty and
dignity of every human being. The
Constitution did not mention freedom of re-
ligion of Muslims or others.

Soviet invasion

Inacoupin 1978, the Communist Party
took over power and introduced radical re-
forms. The United Nations condemned the
invasion and the US supported the Afghan
rebels in a decade-long war with the USSR.
India supported the Soviet invasion.
Eventually the Soviet army withdrew in
1989 and Soviet Union-backed government
collapsed in 1992. Thus until 1992, under
the communist regime, no religious perse-
cution of minorities could be alleged.

In 1995, the Islamic militia Taliban came
to power and introduced regressive restric-
tions on female education and dated Islamic
law and punishments. In 2001, they de-
stroyed Buddhist statues in Bamiyan.
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EXPLAINED

PRADEEP KAUSHAL
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 29

IN THE nationwide protests against the
Citizenship Amendment Act, many have
held up the Constitution of India, saying the
Act goes against it. Many of the programmes
have been marked by a reading of the
Preamble, which is reflective of the essence
of the Constitution of India.

The original Preamble, adopted by the
Constituent Assembly in 1949, declared India
a “Sovereign Democratic Republic”. By the
42nd Amendment of 1976, enacted during
the Emergency, the words “Socialist” and
“Secular” were inserted; the Preamble now
reads “Sovereign Socialist Secular
Democratic Republic”.

Resolution & discussion

The Preamble is based on the Objective
Resolution moved by Jawaharlal Nehruin the
Constituent Assembly on December 13,
1946. The Resolution was adopted on
January 22, 1947.

Constituent Assembly President Rajendra
Prasad told members: “The time has now ar-
rived when you should give your solemn votes
on this Resolution. Remembering the solem-
nity of the occasion and the greatness of the
pledge and the promise which this Resolution
contains, | hope every Member will stand upin
his place when giving his vote in favour of it.”

The Resolution was adopted, all mem-
bers standing.

On October 17, 1949, the Constituent
Assembly took up the Preamble for discussion.

Hasrat Mohani proposed that India, instead
of being designated as “a Sovereign Democratic
Republic”, be made “a Union of Indian
Socialistic Republics to be called UISR, on the
lines of USSR”. This was objected to by
Deshbandhu Gupta, who contended that “itis
out of order because it goes counter to the
Constitution we have passed”. Mohani replied
that he had not said “we should go and merge
inthe USSR or thatyou should adopt the same
Constitution; but whatIwant to say is that we
should work out our Constitution along the
lines and on the pattern of Soviet Russia. Itis a
special pattern and also republican patternand
alsoitis of a centrifugal pattern”.

To invoke God, or not to

After Prasad informed the Assembly that
members had given notices for moving a
number of amendments, HV Kamath moved
amotion proposing the Preamble begin with:
“In the name of God, We, the people of India...”

“Let us consecrate this Constitution by a
solemn dedication to God in the spirit of the
Gita: Yatkaroshi yadashnasi

Yajjuhoshi dadasi yat

Yattapasyasi kaunteya

Tatkurushwa madarpanam.”

He said: “Whatever our shortcomings,
whatever the defects and errors of this
Constitution, let us pray that God will give us
strength, courage and wisdom to transmute
our baser metal into gold, through hard work,
suffering and sacrifice for India and for her
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SIMPLY PUT

How the Preamble was adopted

The Constitution, particularly its Preamble, has frequently been at the centre of the ongoing debate over the
Citizenship Amendment Act. How it was introduced in the Constituent Assembly, discussed, and adopted

Dr BR Ambedkar hands over the draft Constitution to President Rajendra Prasad

on November 26, 1949. Express Archive

people. This has been the voice of our ancient
civilisation, has been the voice through all
these centuries, a voice distinctive, vital and
creative, and if we, the people of India, heed
that voice, all will be well with us.”

Thirumala Rao argued that “it should not
be subjected to the vote of a House of 300 peo-
ple whether India wants God or not. We have
accepted that God should be there in the Oath,
but for those who do not believe in God, there
is an alternative there, but there is no possi-
bility of a compromise which can provide for
both the things in the Preamble”. He suggested
Kamath withdraw his amendment.

Hriday Nath Kunzru regretted that “our
most sacred feelings should have been
brought into the arena of discussion”. He felt
Kamath'’s proposal was “inconsistent with
the Preamble which promises liberty to
thought, expression, belief, faith and wor-
ship to everyone”. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri
endorsed Kunzru. He cited Vande Mataram
and said: “It means an invocation to a
Goddess... We who belong to the Sakthi cult,
protest against invoking the name of God
alone, completely ignoring the Goddess... If
we bring in the name of God at all, we should
bring in the name of the Goddess also”.

Rejecting pleas by both Prasad and BR
Ambedkar to drop his amendment, Kamath
pressed his motion along with ademand fora
division. A vote was taken and the motion was
rejected 41-68. Kamath'’s reaction was: “This,
Sir,isablack day in our annals. God save India.”

Gandhi and the Preamble

Shibban Lal Saksena moved a motion pro-
posing that the Preamble read: “In the name
of God the Almighty, under whose inspira-
tion and guidance, the Father of our Nation,
Mahatma Gandhi, led the Nation from slavery
into Freedom, by unique adherence to the
eternal principles of Satya and Ahimsa, and
who sustained the millions of our country-
men and the martyrs of the Nation in their
heroic and unremitting struggle to regain the

AN EXPERT EXPLAINS

Afghan citizenship, defined & redefined over decades of change

During their six-year rule, even Muslims
were persecuted. On December 22, 2001,
Hamid Karzai took over as head of an in-
terim government. The current Constitution
was adopted and ratified in January 2004.

Religion & minority rights
Unlike the Pakistan and Bangladesh
Constitutions, the Afghanistan Constitution
begins with praise of Allah and also blessings
for the last Prophet and his followers. The
Preamble makes a categorical statement that
Afghanistan belongs to allits tribes and peo-
ples. Unlike the Indian Constitution, it men-

22 prohibits any discrimination and distinc-
tion between citizens and states that all citi-
zens have equal rights and duties. India has
given right to equality even to non-citizens.
Article 57 of the Afghanistan Constitution
does say foreigners will have rights and lib-
erties in accordance with the law.

Unlike in India, Pakistan and
Bangladesh, Article 29 of the Afghanistan
Constitution specifically uses the term “per-
secution”. It forbids persecution of human
beings. Thus the allegation of religious per-
secution in Afghanistan is not supported by
the text of the Constitution; in practice, ex-

tions its commitment cept during the ghort
o' NEIGHBOURHOOD [,
hhenanweiieag  (CONSTITUTIONS ot B i e
thusbroadenstheam- PART 3: AFGHANISTAN  commissions have

bit of non-Muslims’
rights and non-discrimination.

While it declares Islam the state religion,
Article 2 says followers of other religions shall
be free within the bounds of law in exercise
and performance of their religious rituals.
Article 3 is problematic asit lays down thatno
law shall contravene tenets and provisions
of Islam. Unlike Pakistan, sovereignty here
(under Article 4) rests with the people, not
Allah. Article 35 prohibits formation of any
party on the basis of religious sectarianism
in addition to tribalism, parochialism and
language. Article 80 prohibits ministers on
tour from using their position for religious
purposes. Article 149 prohibits amendment
of principles of Islam and Islamic republican-
ism. It says fundamental rights can be
amended only to improve and enlarge guar-
antees, not to diminish or restrict them.

The First Fundamental Right under Article

constitutional status),

Article 58 gives constitutional status to the
independent Human Rights Commission.

Only a Muslim citizen born to Afghan

parents can become President (in India, a

naturalised citizen can become President)

but the Afghanistan Chief Justice, judges
and ministers can be naturalised citizens.

Citizenship

The original 1922 citizenship law of
Afghanistan was handwritten. Article 8 of
the 1923 Constitution gave citizenship to all
residents without religious discrimination.
The main purpose was not citizenship but is-
suance of tazkira, or national identity cards.
In India too, the National Register of Indian
Citizens (NRIC) concept came with National
Identity Card Rules, 2003. Afghanistan’s
Article 8 gave citizenship just to males and
was based on the narrower principle of jus

Complete Independence of our Motherland..”

Brajeshwar Prasad opposed this, arguing:
“I do not want that the name of Mahatma
Gandhi should be incorporated in this
Constitution, because it is not a Gandhian
Constitution. The foundation stones of this
Constitution are the decisions of the American
Supreme Court. Itis the Government of India
Act, 1935, repeated again. If we had a
Gandhian Constitution, I[would have been the
first to offer my support. I do not want that the
name of Mahatma Gandhi should be dragged
in the rotten Constitution.”

Observing that “itis not behoving us tovote
on this amendment”, ] B Kripalani made a re-
quest to Saksena to withdraw it. He said: “I yield
to nobody in my love and respect for Gandhiji.
[ think it will be consistent with that respect if
we do not bring himinto this Constitution that
may be changed and reshaped at any time.”
Saksena withdrew the amendment.

Govind Malaviya had given a notice for
moving an amendment, which ran: “By the
grace of Parameshwar, the Supreme Being,
Lord of the Universe (called by different
names by different peoples of the world).
From whom emanates all that is good and
wise, and who is the Prime Source of all
Authority, We the people of Bharata (India),
Humbly acknowledging our devotion to
Him, And gratefully remembering our great
leader Mahatma Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi and the innumerable sons and
daughters of this land who have laboured,
struggled and suffered for our freedom...”

Ambedkar and P S Deshmukh noted the
Assembly had already decided on the names of
God and Mahatma Gandhi. This was accepted
by RajendraPrasad and also Govind Malaviya.

‘Secular’ & ‘Sovereign’

Brajeshwar Prasad felt the word ‘Secular’
should “be incorporated in our Preamble be-
cause it will tone up the morale of the minori-
ties...” He also wanted the word ‘Socialist’ in-
cluded in the Preamble because “I believe that

sanguinis or blood relationship. But on
November 7,1936,a new citizenship law was
made and, as per the 1930 Hague Convention
on Nationality, jus soli or citizenship by birth
was adopted. Article 2 said all children born
to Afghan parents inside the country or
abroad will be Afghan citizens.

The Indian Constitution and original
Citizenship Act too was based onjus soli but
the 1986 and 2003 amendments have now
adopted jus sanguinis; for children born af-
ter December 31,2003, both parents should
be Indian citizens. Any foreigner who had
resided for five years in Afghanistan could
get Afghan citizenship. Following the “de-
pendent principle”, any woman who mar-
ried a foreigner lost citizenship but could
get it back if her marriage subsequently
ended in divorce. Non-Afghan women mar-
ried to Afghan men were given citizenship.

The communist regime brought a few
changes. On May 5, 1986, citizenship was
defined as the legal and political relation-
ship between a national and the state of
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan. India
does not define citizenship. For the first time
in Afghanistan, dual citizenship was abol-
ished. The “independent principle” was
adopted in respect of married women.

In 1979, citizenship of the king was with-
drawn for supporting alien powers; it was re-
stored in 1992 by the new government. Anew
law of the Republic of Afghanistan came into
force on March 15, 1992 but there was noma-
jor change except that renunciation of citi-
zenship now required parliamentary ap-
proval and presidential assent. This law was
replaced on June 11, 2000 by the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan, without any substan-
tive change. Under Article 28, an Afghan
woman now retains her citizenship in spite

the future of India is in Socialism”. He was
against “any undue emphasis upon this word
sovereignty” because he felt that “sovereignty
leads to war; sovereignty leads to imperial-
ism”. His amendment was negatived.

Purnima Banerji proposed an amend-
ment with “the sovereignty of the people”
mentioned. Mahavir Tyagi supported her.
“The sovereignty must be vested in so many
words in the people as a whole,” he argued.

“Sir, you like a good host, have reserved the
choicest wine for the last,” said ] D Kripalani.
“This Preamble should have come in the be-
ginning of the Constitution even as it is given
in the beginning of the Constitution... Itwould
have cautioned us that we were not deviating
from the basic principles which we have laid
downin the Preamble...”

Kripalani added: “As we have put democ-
racy at the basis of your Constitution, I wish
Sir, that the whole country should under-
stand the moral, the spiritual and the mystic
implication of the word ‘democracy’. If we
have not done that, we shall fail as they have
failed in other countries. Democracy will be
made into autocracy and it will be made into
imperialism, and it will be made into fas-
cism... I also say democracy is inconsistent
with caste system... Then we have said that
we will have liberty of thought, expression,
belief, faith and worship... All these freedoms
can only be guaranteed on the basis of non-
violence... Mere tolerance will not carry us
far.. We have to respect each other’s faith.”

He suggested that the Assembly adopt
the amendment proposed by Banerji. He
said: “A Minister says ‘Our Government’ not
‘The People’s Government’. The Prime
Minister says ‘My Government’ not ‘The
People’s Government’. Therefore, on this
solemn occasion, it is necessary to lay down
clearly and distinctly, that sovereignty resides
inand flows from the people.” The members
responded with loud applause.

‘From the people’

Ambedkar, who replied to the discussion,
said the point was whether the Preamble as
drafted conveyed any other meaning than
what was the general intention of the House
— “that this Constitution should emanate
from the people and should recognise that
the sovereignty to make this Constitution
vests in the people”. “My contention is that
what is suggested in this amendment is al-
ready contained in the draft Preamble.”

Ambedkar said: “No person in this House
desires that there should be anything in this
Constitution which has the remotest sem-
blance of its having been derived from the sov-
ereignty of the British Parliament... In fact, we
wish to delete every vestige of the sovereignty
of the British Parliament such asit existed be-
fore the operation of this Constitution.” He de-
clared: “I say that this Preamble embodies
what is the desire of every Member of the
House that this Constitution should have its
root, its authority, its sovereignty, from the
people. That it has.”

Ambedkar rejected Banerji’s amend-
ment. It was also negatived.

Thereafter, the Preamble was adopted.

of marrying a foreigner. Under Article 9(2
child bornin Afghanistan or outside to Afghan
parents is a citizen. Even a child born in
Afghanistan to foreigners can get citizenship
onattainingage 18, if he decides to stay there,
and if, within six more months, he does not
apply for the same citizenship as his parents.
In2001, dual nationality was again accepted.
Article 12 says that if a child is born in
Afghanistan and parents’ documents show
thatevidence of their citizenship is not avail-
able, the child will be considered an Afghan.
Had India adopted this rule, 2 lakh children
would have got included in the Assam NRC.
In accordance with the UN Convention on
the Rights of Stateless Persons, 1954, all state-
less persons are considered Afghan citizens.
Citizenship by naturalisation is given to any-
one who has resided there for five years.
After the Soviet invasion and subsequent
conflict, Afghanistan has seen out-migration
of millions. In 2017, 1,773 applications of re-
nunciation including of Hindus and Sikhs
were received. Not every migration was due
toreligious persecution or well-founded fears.
Article 4 of the current Constitution de-
clares that the Afghanistan nation is composed
of allindividuals who possess Afghan citizen-
ship and the word Afghan shall apply toevery
citizen. In abold and categorical statement, it
says noindividual shall be deprived of citizen-
ship. Article 28 mentions it as a Fundamental
Right and states no Afghan citizen shall be de-
prived of citizenship or sentenced to domes-
tic or foreign exile. Like Pakistan and
Bangladesh, Afghanistan neither confers nor
denies citizenship on the basis of religion.

The author is an expert in constitutional
law and Vice Chancellor, NALSAR University of
Law, Hyderabad
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DUMMY’S GUIDE TO TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

Short-staftfed police try out amodel

solution on the streets of Bengaluru

Commissioner says
the police mannequins
will subsequently have
cameras, become part
of an Al-run traffic law
enforcement system

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, DECEMBER 29

ONE OF the schools of thought for control-
ling crimes in high crime zones in urban ar-
eas around the world is to create the impres-
sion of an ubiquitous police force — or, in
other words, tricking criminals into believ-
ing that the police are all around and there is
no getting away.

In Bengaluru where road traffic problems
are a cause of bigger concern than high crime
rates, the city’s understaffed police force has
hit upon an idea to create the impression of
the traffic policeman being an ubiquitous
presence on the streets by using traffic po-
lice mannequins.

Over the past few weeks, some 30 traffic
police mannequins have been deployed dur-
ing the day at heavy traffic junctions in the
city by the Bengaluru police to put the fear of
the police in the hearts of traffic law violators.

At junctions where traffic jams occur
every day, a real traffic policeman now con-
trols traffic, while mannequins create anim-
pression of the presence of many traffic po-
licemen.

The deployment of traffic police man-
nequins — dressed in the uniform of the
Bengaluru traffic police — has been described
by the city’s Police Commissioner as the first
step in deploying high technology for polic-
ing the streets, but the regular traffic police-
man thinks it is just a scarecrow.

According to official records, the
Bengaluru traffic police have a sanctioned
strength of 5,262 personnel to regulate traf-
fic across 44,000 intersections, but they are
600 short of the sanctioned strength.

“It is just a strategy to prevent traffic of-
fences — like triple riding on two wheelers,

Some 30 mannequins dressed in the uniform of the traffic police have appeared
across the city. Police hope they will warn off potential traffic violators. Express

riding without helmets or driving without
seat belts, or using cell phones while riding
or driving — even when there are no police-
men at the traffic signals,” a police constable
manning a traffic junction in the central busi-
ness district of Bengaluru said, regarding a
mannequin planted on the traffic island in
the area.

“These are just dummies — in the end
they do not perform any roles, and a police-
man still needs to control the traffic,” the traf-
fic constable said.

Bengaluru Police Commissioner Bhaskar
Rao, however, said that the police man-
nequins are part of a plan to bring in robotic
technologies into policing the traffic in the
IT capital of the country.

“The mannequins are the first or a crude
form of promoting technology. They will
later have cameras fitted for the eyes — for
both day vision and night vision. The man-
nequins will be connected to an artificial in-
telligence based software system to record
and recall what is being seen on the streets,
and provide alerts to officers. Later on, there

will be robotics incorporated in the system,
which will change the structure of the man-
nequinitself,” the Police Commissioner said.

“We have several plans to leverage the
kind of technologies available in Bangalore it-
self. This is just a first step,” according to Rao.

Since taking over as the Bengaluru Police
Commissioner in August this year, Rao has at-
tempted multiple innovations — from employ-
ing masseurs at some police stations to ease
the pains of traffic policemen, to deploying the
“pedal police”, or police on bicycles, in areas
like the central Cubbon Park, as well as creat-
ing créches and play areas for children at police
stations to reduce the negativity attached to
the image of the police force in general.

In police stations with large areas —
where the properties belong to the police de-
partment itself — like the Koramangala po-
lice station in the south east of Bengaluru,
the police have created a colourful play area-
cum-creche for kids, with walls painted with
images of popular cartoon characters.

“There are many young mothers in the po-
lice department who don’t have a support sys-

Anattemptat
image-building

THE TRAFFIC police mannequins are
part of several measures introduced by
Bengaluru Police Commissioner
Bhaskar Rao, which include employ-
ing masseurs at some police stations
to ease the aches of personnel who are
on their feet for long hours, and creat-
ing play areas for children at police sta-
tions to counter the negativity attached
with these buildings. There are creches
to help young policewomen who have
to work long hours, and have no sup-
port system for their children.

tem to take care of children when they work
long or unpredictable hours. The department
does not shut shop at 5 pm and go home, and
staff have to work irregular hours. If the child
is at the police station itself, then she gets to
see the child while doing her work evenifitis
late. More and more women are being re-
cruited in the police and this will give them a
sense of comfort,” Commissioner Rao said.

According to local police officers at the
Koramangala police station where a play area
has been created on the premises, the kids’
zone is also an attempt to soften the image of
the police among school children who are
sometimes brought from surrounding
schools.

“Thereis a sense of fear of the police, and
people are often reluctant to go to police sta-
tions to report cases as a consequence. A fear-
some image of the police is also created
among children since people try to discipline
them using images of the scary policeman.
We are hoping that when they visit our sta-
tion and spend time in the kids’ area some of
their fears will go away,” a police officer said.

In Goa school curriculum, lessons from ground
on sanitation, waste management, traffic sense

SMITANAIR
PANAJI, DECEMBER 29

APILOT project from 2018 — training children
on civic sense — will be integrated into the
school curriculum this year in Goa. Of the core
categories under civic sense, trafficis seen as
a crucial “life saving” module, say experts
with Goa Traffic Police who have been roped
into provide “educational feed” straight from
their experiences.

Chairman of the Goa Education
Development Corporation (GEDC), estab-
lished under Goa Education Development
Corporation Act, 2003, Kanta Patnekar said,
“The review showed the need for these sub-
jects. The response from students and teach-
ers was encouraging.”

In 2017-18, the pilot was conducted fol-
lowing a discussion between then Chief
Minister Manohar Parrikar and educationists
in the state. Three subjects were introduced
under umbrella topics: sanitation including
personal sanitation, waste management, and
traffic sense.

Goa, a tourist state with the local popula-
tion facing the burden of floating tourists —
through exceeding levels of garbage and also
number of two-wheeler accidents, teachers
say the subjects were “the need of the state”.

GEDC undertook 80 per cent of the re-
search behind the project, as its inception
mandate is to “develop competitive, flexible
and value-based education system to meet
the individual, institution and socio cultural
development needs of the people of Goa”,
says Patnekar.

The pilot was introduced in 108 schools
as “separate subjects” in three different
phases divided between primary and second-
ary schools. According to teachers, menstrual
health was also a topic discussed in Goan
schools for the first time under this sanitation
module.

Once the topics were decided initially by
academics and officials approved them, the
next step was to look for experts in each field.
Experts were roped in to create content in
Goa and elsewhere. The content was then
vetted by the State Council of Educational
Research and Training.

STATE WOMEN’S COMMISSION INITIATIVE

Women break free in rural Maharashtra, get appsolutely phone-smart

TABASSUM BARNAGARWALA
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 29

IN RURAL Maharashtra’s Daregaon village, a
16-year-old girl last month used her phone to
register an online complaint on the Tejaswini
application against alocal boy who was sex-
ually harassing her.

In the nearby Ramnagar village, Neeta
Nene learnt how to upload all identification
documents on Digilocker.

Neeta’s neighbour Radha Kishore now
uses Google Assistant to see recipes.

And Sangeeta Satpute spends most of her
spare time searching about the online dairy
market, and how to sell her cattle produce in
Jalna.

The Maharashtra State Commission for
Women has started giving digital training to
rural and tribal women to make them self-
sufficient in using the Internet to pay utility
bills, access government schemes, and regis-
ter complaints online.

All that they need is a smartphone. Since
November, 50 workshops for 1,000 women
have been held across Maharashtra. The
Commission plans to finally organise 450
workshops for 1 lakh women.

In Wada, a town in the tribal Palghar dis-
trict some 90 km from Mumbai, Akshata
More (39) was ready with a notebook and
pen to take copious notes in a panchayat hall
with 200 other women during one such
workshop.

Several women had brought their hus-
bands’ phones for the day.

More has a basic smartphone, and only
knows how to dial a number. She does not
understand what the Internet is, but plans to
teach her three daughters, the eldest aged
18, its use for online education material.

As the session begins, trainer Komal
Jadhav starts with explaining the difference
between smartphones and ordinary ones,
and teaches the basics of using a smartphone
— taking pictures, connecting to WiFi, set-
ting up wallpaper.

Jadhav then moves on to a more complex
operation: how to download a mobile app.
As she gives step-by-step instructions, the
women are glued to their mobile screens,
asking each other about whichicon to select.
Some without a phone make notes to later
try it at home.

“I'want to learn more about farming and
how to sell our produce online. There are so
many fertilizers to chose from. I thought I can

According to a teacher, under the waste
management module, children were taught
the importance of segregation instead of
burning waste — a practice otherwise preva-
lentinvillage pockets of Goa. “They were not
just told, but informed through researched
content by experts who work in those fields.
Detailed literature was prepared, which in-
cluded exercises for them to conduct back
home,” an official with SCERT said.

“Three books were then published with
detailed topics for three stages — first for
Class Il and Class IV students. The second
stage was between Class V and Class VIII,and
the final stage was for Classes VIII-IX,” said
Patnekar. The coverage was limited to gov-
ernment schools. Before the subjects were
introduced in schools, teachers from each
taluka were trained by experts by giving
them detailed examples from case studies in
villages across Goa.

Traffic Deputy SP Dharmesh Angle who
was roped in for the traffic module, said the
training has already shown results. “While
there are many reasons for lower fatalities
this year, one reason is that children are walk-

ing back following the lessons they learn from
these chapters on civic sense. Traffic sense is
directly related to societal behaviour. These
chapters were designed by the traffic depart-
ment with the educationists and starts with
the do’s and don’ts and with real life case
studies,” said Angle. The traffic department
now wants the SCERT and GEDC to include
the importance of wearing helmets in the
new curriculum with case studies and num-
ber of lives saved.

According to teachers, children have also
started sensitising their parents on the les-
sons they learnt in school — an input which
GEDC says helps.

GEDC is now in the process of finalising
the content for the academic year 2020-2021.
“We are now integrating the subjects in the
curriculum, and all the learnings will now be
part of existing subjects and will also be given
as optional papers. Traffic sense will be part
of Physical Education and the remaining two
subjects will be part of the science and social
science textbooks. These will include Goa case
studies and will be implemented by the next
academic cycle,” said Patnekar.

In Palghar, a training session has over 200 women from nearby villages. Express

learn how to use the Internet, and teach my
husband,” said Archana Sambre (34), a vil-
lager in Wada.

Her neighbour Kanchan Palekar (24) is
more digital savvy, she knows how to use

WhatsApp. “But I want to learn more, all
these apps that we can use for payments,”
she said.

These women are being taught six mo-
bile applications — Tejaswini, Bhim, Aaple
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‘Said two services
only if you have two
separate exams...
that’s the caveat’

BIBEK DEBROY, Chairman, Prime Minister’s
Economic Advisory Council, led the commit-
tee thatin 2015 recommended major reform
in the Railways. His reportis being cited by the
government and all stakeholders to argue
both in favour of and against the recent contro-
versial move to unify all eight Group A serv-
ices into one Indian Railways Management
Service. In an interview with AVISHEK G
DASTIDAR, Debroy explained what the report
meant and what he thinks about the move.

Inyour report, why didn’t you prescribe
merger of all services into one?

We said that we would not get into the
merger with retrospective treatment because
we have no particular expertise in that. We
did not say anything on that because we said
the Railways should do that, and remember
there will be legal cases and things like that.

Did you foresee that it will end up being a
messy affair?

Right, itis messy... We did not have a com-
plete picture of the age profile the Railway
employee. We had a sense that recruitment is
not always linear over time... there was a
bunching together...Imean we knew that the
hump would be crossed at around 24 years
of age but then there is the General category
and the SC and ST category etc... so as far as
that is concerned, we left it to the wisdom of
Railways.

Why did you recommend two services,
one technical and one logistics, instead of
just one service?

In the final report, there is an important
sentence where we have recommended two
services. We said that if there are two separate
(recruitment) exams then you need to have
two services. That is the important caveat...
Today, on the one side you have the Civil
Services Exam and on the other, the
Engineering Services Exam. In that case, you
have two services.

Why is that?

In the report we had an interesting graph
that showed that as you climbed up the lad-
der, the less important the functional special-
isation becomes, and you go more and more
towards management. Someone who enters
to the technical side is an engineer. The per-
son is entering the service when he or she is
about 22 years old. On the other side, the per-
son entering the service is may be 25 years
old or thereabouts. So there is a disadvantage
in terms of vertical mobility. Now if you uni-
fied the exams, this difference would go.

How would you ensure multi-
disciplinary efficiency in that case?

Because the core functioning of the
Railways is of running trains, so most of them
would be engineers. But there would also be
the Personnel Service, Accounts Service and
Traffic Service. So you recruit them also, and
then obviously you're not going to get the per-
sonwho has a History background to run the
trains. So, what we had contemplated was
that after you join, maybe 13, 14 years down
the line, you get a choice — do you want to
switch, regardless of your background? Like
if you are an engineer, do you now want to
switch to the management side, in which case
you aspire to become, eventually,a Member
of the Railway Board, even Chairman. Or do
you want to continue with running trains,
then you aspire to become GM and then the
rank of a GM is equalised with the rank of a
Railway Board Member.

When you studied departmental

Sarkar, Umang, NaMo, and Digilocker —
apart from using Google Assistant. “One vil-
lager has started using Google Assistant to
even set alarms,” said Gracy Cardozao, proj-
ect incharge at the women’s Commission.
The Commission has trained 50 women to
give digital training, and each is paid Rs
3,000 per session.

After every workshop, spanning over four
hours, the women are added on a WhatsApp
group, and given daily exercises. Says trainer
Usha Shinde, from Jalna, “There is excitement
inmiddle-aged women to learn more. Every
day we ask them to try something new on
phone, make a digital payment or scan and
upload documents. Those who face prob-
lems are given step-wise assistance.”

39-year-old Manasi Sawant, a villager in
Palghar, said: “My son knows how to use a
smartphone, but never had time to teach me.
[ want to learn how to make calls, chat on
WhatsApp, so thatldon’t need torely on my
children for help.”

Kamini Waghat (23), who came along
with her newborn baby, said learning how
to use the Internet will help her family in
farming. “There are new techniques on the
Internet about farming. We can now use it to
improve produce without relying on the lo-

THE

PoLiCcY INTERVIEW
BIBEK DEBROY

Chairman,
Prime Minister’s Economic Advisory Council

rivalries in Railways, did you see it
prevailing between the Engineering
services or did you see it between civil
services and the engineers?

It was across the board.

How did you seek to find a solution?

As a committee, we had wide consulta-
tions. I don’t think any other committee has
had as wide a consultation process and, if I re-
call correctly, most of the ideas that we have
had came from the people from the Railways
themsleves. We just put them ina structure. In
the course of this we had discussions with the
employees associations, like the Federation of
Railway Officers’ Association (FROA). We said
thisin the Interim report and final report also,
FROA strongly recommended one service. The
Prakash Tandon Committee (1994) recom-
mended one service.

Why didn’t you recommend it then?

We had this dilemma. We thought thata
lot of things go in favour of one single serv-
ice, but the problem was the entry-age dif-
ferential, and the problems that the two sides
would face thereafter... That is the reason we
put that caveat. So all the messages on social
media are missing this point, which is that if
you have two entry exams, then please have
two services.

But now the demand is: Why can’t the
reform be about two services,
considering there are about 8,000
serving officers involved?

To the extent that I have been able to track
social media is that one issue is, “What hap-
pens to us?”. I have read reports that the
Chairman, Railway Board made a statement
that your position and seniority will be pre-
served, just wait for the alternate mechanism
to do its work. This is one issue. The other is-
sue which they (protesting officers) are not
mentioning on social media that much is
what happens to their vertical growth?
Because departmentalism encadres posts.
Now that is being broken down, so if | am X
then I am not just worried about my senior-
ity being protected, I am now also worried
about my vertical mobility. That, they are not
voicing very strongly, but I think in the heart
of their hearts the main issue is that. I think
the actual reservation is about the fact that
my vertical mobility will be affected because
posts reserved for certain cadres are going to
end. And suddenly, the total number of posts
is also being pruned. And then there is also
the threat of lateral entry, which also we have
mentioned in our report.

cal administration,” she said.

While the Umang app provides informa-
tion on 440 government schemes, the Bhim
app is useful in making digital payments.
Maharashtra’s Aaple Sarkar provides a por-
tal to register complaints against govern-
ment officials.

“On the Tejaswini app, women can reg-
ister complaints of sexual or domestic vio-
lence, or workplace harassment. Several
women fear reaching out to the village pan-
chayat,” said Vijaya Rahatkar, Chairperson of
the women’s Commission.

For trainer Usha Shinde, the best out-
come of digital training has been the moti-
vation it has provided to two schoolgirls,
aged 15 and 16, in her village Daregaon.

“Both registered sexual harassment com-
plaint on that app. A few boys in school were
sexually harassing them. They could not dare
to approach police. But after [ taught them
these apps, they quietly registered a com-
plaint on the Tejaswini app,” Shinde said.

The only hiccup in these sessions has been
with the NaMo app — the first app that these
women are taught to remain updated with
news about Prime Minister Narendra Modi. It
is 50 MB in size, and takes up 30-45 minutes
to download in poor network regions.
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

PROBLEM WITH FIGURES

Government does well to constitute panel on economic
statistics, and even better to include critics on it

HE NARENDRA MODI government deserves credit for constituting a new

Standing Committee on Economic Statistics “to review the extant framework

relating to data sources, indicators, concepts/definitions and other issues”

connected with measurement of economic activity. Significantly, the panel is
headed by the former chief statistician of India, Pronab Sen, and has at least three other
economists — CP Chandrasekhar, Hema Swaminathan and Jeemol Unni — who have been
critical of the alleged “political interference” in the working of the official statistical ma-
chinery and “the tendency to suppress uncomfortable data”. The setting up of the com-
mittee signals an acknowledgment on the government’s part that there is a credibility
problem with official data, which matters both for investors and for policymaking itself.
And that it has to be addressed.

Accuracy of data, including its generation and dissemination, is important, especially
in today’s context where the extent or even cause of the economic slowdown in India is
not fully clear. GDP estimates would suggest that the stalling of growth happened only
after around the last quarter of 2018-19. But can an economy fall off a precipice like this?
The collapse of IL&FS in September 2018, no doubt, precipitated a liquidity crisis for non-
banking finance companies, but could it have created a disruption of the scale that demon-
etisation and the rollout of the goods and services tax (GST) did? This question needs an-
swering because there is, in the public domain, a National Sample Survey Office (NSSO)
survey that apparently shows household consumer expenditure to have fallen in 2017-
18, ayear when listed companies posted decent sales growth. Is it possible that they sim-
ply gained market share at the expense of unorganised enterprises, whose decline is not
being properly captured in GDP data? This is not an implausible scenario, given the infor-
mal sector’s significant share in both output and employment, which has certainly taken
a hit post demonetisation and GST. Even assuming the NSSO numbers on consumption
for 2017-18 to be wrong — the report itself has been withheld — the paucity of data with
regard to unorganised sector economic activity is glaring. It is even more so, as that could
hold a key to why even organised FMCG or two-wheeler firms have seen their sales drop
significantly in recent months.

Besides restoring the credibility and independence of the official data system, the Modi
government also needs to come clean on its fiscal accounts. The former chief economic
adviser, Arvind Subramanian, has rightly argued that the absence of reliable data makes
formulation of policy responses — including whether and how much room for fiscal ex-
pansion exists — difficult. It's like running a car with broken dashboard instruments.

NOT A DROP TO WASTE

Atal Bhujal Yojana s a first step towards recharging groundwater.
There is a need to move to more long-term solutions

N 2020, ACCORDING to the Niti Aayog, 21 Indian cities, including Delhi, Chennai

and Bengaluru, will run out of groundwater. The Aayog’s “Composite Water

Management Index” (CWMI), released in June, notes that “Seventy per cent of our

water resources are contaminated”. Several other reports, including the Central
Water Commission’s “Water and Water Related Statistics 2019”, have thrown light on
the poor state of India’s groundwater aquifers. The urgency of the Atal Bhujal Yojana,
launched by the Union Jal Shakti Ministry last week, can, therefore, hardly be overstated.
The groundwater revival scheme ticks quite a few right boxes. It seeks to strengthen the
“institutional framework of administering groundwater resources and aims to bring
about behavioural changes at the community level for sustainable groundwater resource
management”. However, the Yojana that will be implemented in seven states — Gujarat,
Haryana, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh — should
only be seen as the first step towards restoring the health of the country’s aquifers.

India has had a Groundwater Management and Regulation Scheme since 2013. The
Atal Bhujal Yojana will draw on some of the institutions created by this scheme, especially
village-level water user associations (WUAs). The Jal Shakti Ministry will have its task cut
out. The Niti Aayog's CWMI notes that though “80 per cent states have a regulatory frame-
work to establish such associations, progress on the ground is weak”. Less than 50 per cent
states involve the WUAs in critical groundwater management decisions like those per-
taining toirrigation resources, according to the CWMI. The Atal Bhujal Yojana would do well
to follow the Niti Aayog’s recommendations for strengthening the financial state of the
WUAEs, including allowing these bodies to retain a significant portion of irrigation fees.
Groundwater contributes to more than 60 per cent of the country’s irrigation re-

sources. Power consumers in the agriculture sector are billed at highly subsidised rates,
which several studies have shown accounts for the over-extraction of groundwater.
However, there is also a substantial body of work which shows that it is politically impru-
dent to install electricity meters on farmers’ fields. The discourse on groundwater use
has to move beyond this binary: Ways must be found to balance the demands of farm-
ers with the imperatives of reviving the country’s aquifers. One solution — tried out in
parts of Punjab — is to gradually reduce subsidies and offer cash compensation to farm-
ers for every unit of electricity they save. The CWMI report talks of other solutions like per-
suading farmers to adopt more efficient technologies such as drip irrigation. By empha-
sising on local-level institutions like the WUAs, the Atal Bhujal Yojana has signaled the Jal
Shakti ministry’s inclination towards such persuasive solutions.

FrREEZE FRAME E P Unny

HARISH DAMODARAN

IWAS A marginally above-average studentin
both school and college. All I had on passing
out was a second class Bachelor of Arts
(Honours) degree in economics from Delhi
University. But I was lucky to enter the job
market that was just starting to boom. It was
arising tide thatlifted all boats, including peo-
ple like me.

The Nineties, Noughties and the first half of
this decade were a great period for enterprise
and employment. A host of industries, both
new and old, grew: IT, media, advertising, fi-
nancial services, accounting, telecom, avia-
tion, hospitality, restaurants, auto, pharma,
healthcare, education, construction, real es-
tate, organised retail and food processing. Even
agriculture did well as farmers diversified be-
yond foodgrains to horticulture, dairying and
poultry, while embracing new technologies
such as hybrid seeds (especially in vegetables
and maize), Bt cotton, tissue-culture planting,
drip irrigation and laser leveling. As all these
sectors thrived, jobs were aplenty, even for
those passing out of ordinary private engi-
neering colleges or science and arts graduates.

Simply put, if India’s first middle class was
created by the public sector, the second one
was largely a product of private enterprise, un-
leashed after the economic reforms of 1991.
While many of our parents were government
employees, we are the beneficiaries of growth
and investment activity in the first 25 years or
so after liberalisation.

The significant point to note, however, is
that the boom in jobs during those 25 years
did not happenatatime of a “bulge” inIndia’s
working-age population. That, if anything, is
taking place now when there aren’t too many
new jobs and even the existing ones are un-
der threat.

According to the United Nations popula-
tion database, the proportion of Indians aged
between 20 and 59 years — those one would
consider to be the most active work seekers
— actually fell from 46.9 per cent in 1950 to
45 8 per centin 1990. It rose thereafter to 51.7
per cent in 2010. But, the real bulge is yet to
come: The ratio of those aged 20-59 years to
the country’s total population is projected to
rise to 54.6 per cent in 2020, peaking at 56.7
per centin 2035.

Inotherwords, the challenge of finding jobs

RAMIN JAHANBEGLOO

THE PRINCIPLETHAT every Indianis equal be-
fore the law — enshrined in the Indian
Constitution — is an ideal Mahatma Gandhi
fought forall his life. Gandhi is not alive to crit-
icise supporters of the new citizenship law
and condemn the violence that followed
demonstrations in Delhi and elsewhere. But
we canrecall what he taught us.

Gandhi was convinced that despite many
social and political contradictions, and the
tragedy of Partition, India would become a
secular, democratic republic. That it did,
though with flaws, is because of the civicand
empathetic nationalism Gandhi advocated
and practised.

Astriking feature of Gandhi’s civic nation-
alism was his insistence that India is not an
exclusively Hindu civilisation. His political ge-
nius lay in reconciling the complex social and
religious fabric of traditional Indian society
with the modern phenomenon of national-
ism and the struggle for independence. As
such, more than being the “father of the Indian
nation” he could be remembered as the archi-
tect of an inter-faith, inter-cultural India. What
Gandhi did was to give different religious com-
munities, for the first time, a sense of involve-
ment in the Indian nation’s destiny.

Gandhi did not make the religious ele-
ment an integral part of his civic national-
ism. He abstained from any reference to
Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism or Jainism in
his definition of swaraj. He continually de-
fined and defended Indian nationalism
through his belief in the truth of all reli-
gions. One is not surprised, then, to see
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The ongoing protests against
the Citizenship Amendment
Act are a manifestation of
the pent-up frustration of
our millennials/Gen Z at
what they clearly perceive is

a bleak future. We saw it
initially in the Jat, Maratha,
Patidar and Kapu agitations,
demanding reservation in
government jobs and
education institutions from
around 2015, which also
coincided with the deepening
of the crisis and the lack of
upward mobility options
within agriculture.
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WORDLY WISE
‘WHEN THE WELL IS DRY, THEY

KNOW THE WORTH OF WATER.
— BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

Young and cornered

Ongoing protests speak of a pent-up frustration at
dwindling opportunities, a bleaker future

would be far greater for my niece and daugh-
ter than for me, despite them being smarter
and brighter, unless the economy churns out
jobslikeitdid in the two decades or more from
when I joined the workforce in 1991.

There are many who believe that India is
on the cusp of a demographic dividend
which comes with the share of any country’s
working-age population exceeding that of
its non-working-age population. The more
the number of people in a position to work
and earn, not only are there lesser numbers
to support — those either too old or too
young — but also, greater is the potential for
savings from the generation of income. As
those savings are directed to finance invest-
ments, a virtuous cycle of growth is set in
motion. This was seen, for instance, in Japan,
and more recently in China.

The Japanese economic miracle from the
mid 1950s to the late 1970s happened when
the median age of its population ranged be-
tween 23.6 and 32.5 years. The median age of
Chinawas 21.9 yearsin 1980 when its growth
story took off, and rose to 35 years in 2010, by
which time the peak was over.

Meanwhile, Japan’s demographics had
worsened — the median age reached 41.2
years in 2000, rising to 44.7 years in 2010 —
reflecting in its economic performance.

InIndia’s case, the tipping point of the pro-
portion of the population aged 20-59 years
crossing 50 per cent was reached in2010. The
median age, too, that year was just 25.1.
Moreover, it is projected to hit 30 years in
2025 and reach 35 years only by 2040.
Logically speaking then, this decade, and the
next two as well, ought to have been India’s,
justas the 1950s to 1970s was Japan’s and the
1980s to 2000s China’s. But it hasn’t been, at
least so far.

Much of this decade has been a lost one
and is ending even worse than when it began.
The part about a flood of young men and
women entering the labour market is cer-
tainly true; you can see and feel it by simply
taking a Delhi Metro train ride. This youth
bulge, though, is yet to deliver the promised
demographic dividend that Japan, China or
the East Asian economies successfully har-
nessed in their time. On the contrary, the co-
hort of young people of my generation found

AN UN-GANDHIAN ACT

The new citizenship law goes against Gandhi’s idea of civic nationalism

IN GOoOD FAITH

More than being the ‘father
of the Indian nation’” he
could be remembered as the
architect of an inter-faith,
inter-cultural India. What
Gandhi did was to give
different religious
communities, for the first
time, a sense of involvement
in the Indian nation’s
destiny.

Gandhi joining the Khilafat movement and
calling on Indian Muslims to participate in
the independence movement.Gandhi’s ac-
tion was shaped by his conviction that all
religious boundaries are arbitrary and false.
He was convinced that a mere doctrinaire
approach to religion will not help consoli-
date the foundations of Indian civic nation-
alism. He knew that independence can’t
come about by the efforts of the Hindus
alone. Gandhi never accepted the argument
that Hindus and Muslims constituted two
separate elements in Indian society.

Gandhi’s involvement with the Khilafat
movement helped him secure political au-
thority in the Indian National Congress. He ex-
pressed sympathy for Muslims and the
Khilafat movement at the Delhi Imperial War
Conference in 1918 and later, followed it up
with a letter to the Viceroy, Lord Chelmsford.
“As a Hindu”, he wrote, “I cannot be indiffer-
ent to their cause. Their sorrows must be our
sorrows.” Two years later, in response to
Maganlal Gandhi who was troubled by
Gandhi’s involvement with Muslims, he
wrote: “If [ had not joined the Khilafat move-
ment, I think, l would have lost everything. In
joining it I have followed what I especially re-
gard as my dharma...lamuniting Hindus and
Muslims.”

The questions of Indian home rule and
Hindu-Muslim unity were not separate is-
sues for Gandhi. This was why Gandhi reacted
against the spectre of the “Hindu Raj” and the
cry of “Islam is in danger”. For Gandhi, the
communal dispute between Hindus and

productive employment and experienced up-
ward mobility far more than the ones who
have come out of college or have migrated
from the hinterlands in the present decade.
And the irony is, we did well even before the
golden age of growth, resulting from
favourable demographics, was supposed to
have dawned on India.

The ongoing protests against the
Citizenship Amendment Act are a manifes-
tation of the pent-up frustration of our mil-
lennials/Gen Z at what they clearly perceive
is a bleak future. We saw it initially in the Jat,
Maratha, Patidar and Kapu agitations, de-
manding reservation in government jobs and
education institutions from around 2015,
which also coincided with the deepening of
the crisis and the lack of upward mobility op-
tions within agriculture. The current protests
are, by contrast, not confined to any particu-
lar community or sector. Their universality
derives precisely from the fact that the econ-
omy is today faced with a general growth
slowdown sparing no sector or industry.

Two things must be borne in mind here.
The first is, of course, diminishing employ-
ment opportunities in government. The or-
ganised public sector workforce fell from a
high of 19.56 million in 1996-97 to 17.61 mil-
lion in 2011-12 (we have no published data
for subsequent years).

The second is an even more profound cri-
sis: The collapse of enterprise. Some of that
may have to do with the legacy of the twin bal-
ance sheet problem, of debts accumulated by
private corporates during the investment
boom of 2004-11 turning into bad loans of
state-owned banks. But, far from fixing the
problem, the current regime has worsened it
by subjecting the economy to successive
shocks — demonetisation, the goods and serv-
ices tax, cattle slaughter restrictions, and now,
uncertainty over citizenship, whose impact
oninvestor and consumer sentiment is not to
be underestimated.

Unfortunately, itis the young, vibrant and
energetic generation of job-seekers who are
bearing the brunt of all this. The least the gov-
ernmentcandois tolisten to them. They aren’t
on the streets for nothing,

harish.damodaran@expressindia.com

Muslims was not confined to religion.
According to him, it was due to the lack of
truthfulness and transparency in the politi-
calrealm. Itis, therefore, not surprising that he
chose to work with individuals whose pri-
mary interests were best defined in civicand
ethical terms. He once declared that “a true
Muslim could not harm a Hindy, and a true
Hindu could not harm a Muslim”. It was prob-
ably in this spirit that Gandhi developed a
friendship and a great esteem for both
Maulana Azad and Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan.
In 1939, while visiting Ghaffar Khan, Gandhi
said: “If you dissect my heart, you will find
that the prayer and spiritual striving for the
attainment of Hindu-Muslim unity goes on
there unceasingly all the twenty-four hours
without even a moment’s interruption
whether I am awake or asleep... The dream
(of Hindu-Muslim unity) has filled my being
since the earliest childhood.”

Gandhi’s assassin, Nathuram Godse, did
not share his dream. Godse said: “Gandhi is
being referred to as the Father of the Nation.
Butif thatis so, he had failed his paternal duty
inasmuch as he has acted very treacherously
to the nation by his consenting to the parti-
tioning of it. I stoutly maintain that Gandhi has
failed in his duty. He has proved to be the
Father of Pakistan.”

Today, Indians have to choose between the
Gandhian paradigm of civic nationalism or a
second assassination of Mahatma Gandhi.

The writer is Noor-York Chair in Islamic
Studies, York University, Toronto
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US VERsUs USSR

US PRESIDENT JIMMY Carter has denounced
the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan and
said that he is dispatching the Deputy
Secretary of State, Warren Christopher to
London to consult with allies and see what
can be done about it. He said that the Soviet
argument that the intervention was on the
basis of the UN Charter was a perversion of
the Charter. He said he has discussed the
matter with several heads of state. He also
said that he had sent a message to the Soviet
President Leonid Brezhnev to convey his crit-
icism of the intervention.

KABUL AFTERMATH

TWO DAYS AFTER the coup in Afghanistan,
India does not have a position on the situa-
tion in the country. But inquiries show that
the Soviet intervention has perturbed New
Delhi though it is not saying so. It fears that
the intervention will escalate tension in the
area. During Morarji Desai’s visit to the Soviet
Union last June, Moscow did put some pres-
sure on India for evolving a joint Indo-Soviet
strategy on Afghanistan. Although India
agreed to the incorporation of a paragraph
on the statement Brezhnev and Desai issued,
it fell short of Soviet expectations. Moscow

has been rubbing in the point that it came to
India’s help during the war in Bangladesh in
1971 and as such it should back the Soviet
stand in Afghanistan. Now Delhi has not ap-
preciated the analogy.

RAM’S PROMISE

THE JANATA PARTY leader Jagjivan Ram has
said thatif voted to power his party will pro-
vide allowance and work in social service
programmes for poor unemployed gradu-
ates. He also reiterated his party’s determina-
tion to ensure that each family in the coun-
try had at least one earning member.





