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NATION

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast  for  Thursday: Thunderstorm  accompanied  with  light­
ning very likely at isolated places over Tamil Nadu, Puducherry
and Karaikal.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....26.7....13.3 Kozhikode....................—....34.0....24.5

Ahmedabad...........—....29.8....19.4 Kurnool .................... 1.6....31.7....22.0

Aizawl...................—........ —........ — Lucknow......................—....26.1......9.2

Allahabad..............—....26.8......9.6 Madurai .................... 0.5....31.6....22.6

Bengaluru .............—....26.0....18.9 Mangaluru ...................—....35.5....22.0

Bhopal ..................—....26.6....14.3 Mumbai .......................—....34.7....23.4

Bhubaneswar.........—....28.6....18.0 Mysuru ........................—....27.5....18.6

Chandigarh ...........—....22.8......7.7 New Delhi ...................—....24.0......7.9

Chennai ............. 0.5....30.5....26.4 Patna ..........................—....25.2....11.2

Coimbatore ........ 0.2....29.6....20.6 Port Blair.....................—....30.5....26.8

Dehradun ..............—....22.6......7.5 Puducherry ............... 0.6....30.2....23.2

Gangtok................—....15.1......6.6 Pune............................—....28.1....19.7

Goa.......................—....32.7....24.5 Raipur .........................—....29.2....18.6

Guwahati ..............—....27.7....13.2 Ranchi .........................—....22.4....10.5

Hubballi ................—....27.0....20.0 Shillong.......................—....17.6......4.9

Hyderabad ............—....27.5....20.6 Shimla.........................—....17.1......7.0

Imphal ..................—....24.1......8.3 Srinagar.......................—........ —........ —

Jaipur ...................—....26.4......9.2 Thiruvananthapuram...... 0.9....34.4....24.6

Kochi ....................—....32.4....24.0 Tiruchi...................... 0.4....30.9....23.4

Kohima .................—....25.2......7.0 Vijayawada ..................—....30.2....22.0

Kolkata .................—....27.2....17.0 Visakhapatnam ........ 29.8....23.4........ —

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants  in  the  air  you  are  breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at
6.00 p.m., Patna, Bihar
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
386 indicating a dangerous
level of pollution. In
contrast, Maihar, Madhya
Pradesh
recorded a healthy AQI
score of 38.

Ahmedabad..... 109 .74 29 .....— .....— ....*

Bengaluru ....... .04 .55 88 ... 65 ...81 ....*

Chennai .......... .13 .10 13 . 105 ...86 ....*

Delhi .............. .06 .42 52 . 368 .287 ....*

Hyderabad ...... .15 .55 45 . 223 .....— ....*

Kolkata........... .14 100 32 . 298 .224 ....*

Lucknow ......... .08 .36 50 . 335 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... .05 .41 16 ... 62 ...76 ....*

Pune............... .85 .21 49 ... 76 ...73 ....*

Visakhapatnam .10 .39 33 . 117 .109 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2:  Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2:  Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5  &  PM10:  Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

Out of the wilderness: A two­day­old leopard cub was rescued by forest offi��cials from Yewoor
hills in Thane on Wednesday, after morning walkers alerted them.  * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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Cool cat

The Supreme Court on Wed­
nesday  prima  facie  agreed
to the Airports Authority of
India’s (AAI) request to build
an extra terminal at Agra air­
port,  but  forbid  any  in­
crease in air traffi��c to the de­
triment  of  the  world
heritage  site  of  Taj  Mahal,
other  monuments  and  the
people living in the area.

A Bench led by Chief Jus­
tice of  India S.A. Bobde di­
rected the Centre to consid­
er an alternative site in case
of any anticipatory increase
in air traffi��c to and from the
airport.

‘Involve the Railways’
It  also  asked  the  Centre  to
consider  providing  “more
excellent trains like the ‘Pa­
lace  on  Wheels’,  to  ferry
tourists  and  passengers’
from the new airfi��eld to the
protected  Taj  Trapezium
Zone in Agra.

The  court  asked  the
Centre  to  involve  the  Rail­
ways to tackle the anticipat­
ed  increase  in  tourists  and
“bear in mind the fact that it

will serve nobody’s interest
to  have  the  area  polluted
with  a  resultant  damage  to
the people and the heritage
monuments.” 

‘File report’
The court asked the Centre
to fi��le its report within three
months.

“In  the  meanwhile,  the
interim prayer  for restrain­
ing the Centre from allowing
increase in air traffi��c will be
considered  after  the  Union
of India fi��les its response by
January  2020,”  the  court
said.

It, however, reiterated in
its order that “it will be diffi��­
cult to permit an increase in
the air traffi��c.”

The hearing was based on
a plea  made  by  the  AAI  to
build an additional terminal
at the existing Agra Airport. 

However,  the  court  took
into account the “sound ob­
jection” made by advocate­
petitioner  M.C.  Mehta  that
the authorities intend to al­
low an increase in air traffi��c
with it. This would prove ha­
zardous to the environment,
it said.

Gives nod for extra airport terminal

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

SC against spike in
air traffi��c over Taj

Govt. to run school
caught in ashram row
AHMEDABAD

The Gujarat government on

Wednesday decided to take

over the management of the

Delhi Public School (DPS)

Ahmedabad East till the end

of the academic year to

ensure that more than 800

students of the school are not

affected. The institution is

embroiled in controversy

after it leased out its

premises to godman

Nithyananda’s ashram.

Less than 3% of this season’s
sanctioned amount of pulses
and  oilseeds  have  actually
been procured so far under
the  once­hyped  PM­AASHA
scheme,  Agriculture  Minis­
try  data  show.  Arrivals  of
these crops began in Octob­
er and will end by February.

A total  of  37.59  lakh  me­
tric  tonnes  of  procurement
had been sanctioned under
the  Centrally­funded
scheme.

However,  only  1.08  lakh
tonnes have been procured
so  far,  according  to  data
placed in the Lok Sabha on
Tuesday.  In  fact, of  the ele­
ven States that opted for the
scheme  this  season,  pro­
curement has not even start­
ed in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh and Odisha.

The  PM­AASHA  or  Prad­

han  Mantri  Annadata  Aay
Sanrakshan  Abhiyan,  was
announced  with  great  fan­
fare  in  September  2018,  as
an eff��ort to ensure that farm­
ers growing pulses, oilseeds
and  copra  actually  get  the
minimum  support  prices

they are promised  for  their
crops each year. 

Apart  from  initiatives  to
allow cash payment to farm­
ers or procurement by priv­
ate  traders,  PM­AASHA’s
main feature was a price sup­
port  scheme  whereby  Cen­
tral agencies would procure
pulses and oilseeds directly
from farmers.

‘Holistic approach’
The  Centre  had  budgeted
₹��15,053 crore over two years
to  implement  the  scheme
apart from an additional go­
vernment  credit  guarantee
of ₹��16,550 crore for agencies
undertaking procurement. 

“The government is work­
ing  with  a  holistic  approa­
ch...Increasing  MSP  is  not
adequate and it is more im­
portant that farmers should
get  full  benefi��t  of  the  an­
nounced  MSP,”  said  a  Cabi­

net statement at the time of
launch.

The  main  crops  covered
under  the  scheme  this  sea­
son are moong, urad, arhar,
groundnut and soyabean. 

The  late  arrival  of  the
monsoon  means  that  har­
vests  and  crop  arrivals  also
began slightly later than ex­
pected, especially  for arhar
or tur dal, so procurement is
likely to continue, though ta­
pering,  until  February.  Ho­
wever,  procurement  is  still
lagging badly in most States. 

The  highest  sanctioned
procurement is in Maharash­
tra, where 10 lakh tonnes of
soyabean procurement were
sanctioned,  apart  from
58,000 tonnes of moong and
urad dal. 

However,  barely  1,709
tonnes have been procured
in the State, including just 14
tonnes of soyabean.

Govt. procured only 3% of pulses,
oilseeds proposed for this season
PM-AASHA target was 37.59 lakh metric tonnes; just 1.08 lakh tonnes purchased

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Arrival of pulses and
oilseeds began in October
and will end by February.

The Union Environment Mi­
nistry is likely to challenge a
recent  notifi��cation  by  the
Uttarakhand Forest Depart­
ment  on  its  defi��nition  of  a
“deemed  forest”.  Deemed
forests,  which  comprise
about  1%  of  India’s  forest
land,  are  a  controversial
subject as they refer to land
tracts  that  appear  to  be  a
“forest”, but have not been
notifi��ed  so  by  the  govern­
ment  or  in  historical
records.

In  a  notifi��cation  on  No­
vember 21, the Uttarakhand
government  said  that  in
areas recorded as “deemed
forest”  only  tracts  10  hec­
tares and above and having

a canopy density of greater
than  60%,  would  be  consi­
dered  forest.  The  freedom
to defi��ne which tracts of for­
est qualify as forest has been
the  prerogative  of  States
since  1996.  However,  this
only  applies  to  forest  land
that  has  not  already  been
historically  classifi��ed  as
“forest” in revenue records,
or categorised so by the go­
vernment as “protected” or
“reserve forest”.

The  notifi��cation  appears
to  extend  this  defi��nition
even  to  tracts  already  re­
corded as forest in revenue
records. “We will be writing
to the State. There is a hear­
ing in the Supreme Court on
this,” Siddhanta Das, Direc­
tor General (Forest) said. 

Centre likely to challenge
Uttarakhand forest notice 
It will contest ‘deemed forest’ tag

Jacob Koshy

New Delhi

ED records statement 
of former Haryana CM 
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate

on Wednesday recorded the

statement of former Haryana

Chief Minister Bhupinder

Singh Hooda in connection

with the alleged Gurugram

land scam case. Mr. Hooda

appeared before the agency

in Chandigarh. The ED probe

is based on an FIR registered

by the CBI, alleging

irregularities in the

acquisition of 1,417 acres in

Gurugram.

IN BRIEF

Officials under scanner
for ₹��500­cr. NH scam
NEW DELHI

Several administrative

officers have come under the

Enforcement Directorate’s

scanner in connection with a

₹��500­crore scam of alleged

fraudulent compensation

claims for the land acquired

to widen the NH­74 in

Uttarakhand’s Udham Singh

Nagar. The scam was

detected over two years ago. As per the inputs received
from the Ministry of Elec­
tronics  and  Information
Technology  (MeitY),  there
isn’t any massive retrench­
ment  of  employees  in  the
IT sector, Union Minister of
State  for  Labour  and  Em­
ployment  Santosh  Kumar
Gangwar has said in a writ­
ten  reply  to  the  Rajya
Sabha.

“According  to  the  Na­
tional  Association  of  Soft­
ware  and  Service  Compa­
nies, the IT sector directly
employs  around  41.4  lakh
people, with an addition of
around 1.7 lakh people [to
the workforce] in the fi��nan­
cial year 2018­19, and conti­
nues  to  be  a  net  hirer  in
this fi��scal,” he said.

“The IT sector, both glo­
bally  and  in  India,  is  wit­
nessing  unprecedented,
technology­driven  chang­
es. These demand new sets
of  skills  and  are  opening
opportunities  for  newer
job  roles,”  Mr.  Gangwar
said in his reply.

‘No major
retrenchment
in IT sector’

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Release ₹��7,825 crore due
to T.N.: Stalin to Centre
CHENNAI 

DMK leader M.K. Stalin on

Wednesday urged Prime

Minister Narendra Modi to

release ₹��7,825 crore due to

Tamil Nadu by way of GST and

other dues. In a letter to the

Prime Minister, he said the

finances of Tamil Nadu was in

doldrums and the amount

was necessary to improve the

financial health of the State. 

The Gujarat government on
Wednesday  decided  to
make  wearing  helmets  op­
tional within city limits. The
use  of  helmets  has  been
made  voluntary  within  li­
mits  of  municipal  corpora­
tions  and  municipalities.
The decision was approved
at  a  meeting  of  the  State
cabinet.

“We received many com­
plaints  regarding mandato­
ry  helmets  within  the  city
areas.  So  we  decided  to
make it optional only within
the  city  areas,”  Transport
Minister R.C. Faldu said.

He said that one needed
to wear helmet while head­
ing outside city while driv­

ing  on  national  or  State
highways,  or  even  village
roads.  According  to  him,
usually  in  the  city,  people
don’t  cover  long  distances
on two­wheeler. 

Slashing fi��nes
Earlier, the Gujarat govern­
ment  was  the  fi��rst  to  slash
hefty fi��nes stipulated in the
new Motor Vehicle Act 2019.
In September this year, the
Vijay  Rupani­led  govern­
ment had announced a 50%
cut in fi��nes for not wearing
helmets  after  the  new  Act
came into force.

Under  the  new  Act,  the
fi��ne  for  not  wearing  a  hel­
met is ₹��1,000 while the State
government  reduced  it  to
₹��500. 

Wearing helmet to be
made optional in Gujarat 
‘People don’t go long distances on 2-wheeler’ 

Special Correspondent

AHMEDABAD


