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COUNTER POINT

Max: 27.9OC
Min: 19OC 
RH: 61%
Rainfall: Nil

Forecast: Partly cloudy
sky. Misty or haze likely.

Max/Min 28/19 ºC

WEATHER

ASTROGUIDE
Vikari; Dakshinayana

Tithi: Margasira Shudda Dasami
till 6.33 am (Saturday)

Star: Uttarabhadra till 10.55 pm
Varjyam: 6.49 am to 8.36 am

Durmuhurtam: 8.49 am to 
9.33 am and 12.29 pm to 1.13 pm
Rahukalam: 10.30 am to 12 noon

HIJRI CALENDAR
Rabi-ul-Akher 8, 1441 AH

PRAYERS
Fajar: 5.29 am

Zohar: 12.17 pm
Asar: 4.05 pm

Maghrib: 5.47 pm
Isha: 7 pm

SUNSET TODAY 5.41 PM
SUNRISE TOMORROW 6.33 AM

MOONRISE TOMORROW 1.51 PM
MOONSET TODAY 1.21 AM

Singh blames PV
for ’84 Sikh riots

New Delhi: The 1984 Sikh
riots could have been

avoided had the then home
minister P.V. Narasimha Rao

heeded to I.K. Gujral’s
advice to call in the Army at

the earliest to contain the
violence after Indira Gandhi
was assassinated, according

to former prime minister
Manmohan Singh. He made

this comment at an event
on Wednesday to pay trib-
utes to former prime minis-

ter I.K. Gujral.

Nod for Trump 
impeachment
Washington: US House

Speaker Nancy Pelosi
Thursday told congressional

leaders to draw up articles
of impeachment against

Donald Trump, saying his
abuse of power for political
benefit “leaves us no choice
but to act.” “Sadly, but with

confidence and humility,
today I am asking our chair-

man to proceed with arti-
cles of impeachment,” Ms

Pelosi said in a somber tele-
vised statement. — AFP

Aramco is world’s
valuable company

New York: Saudi Arabia’s
state oil company Aramco

launched its initial stock
offering on Thursday, pric-
ing at the high end of the

target range and raising
$25.6 billion, two sources

said. Aramco shares will sell
on the Riyadh stock

exchange at a starting
prices of 32 riyals, putting

the value of the company at
$1.7 trillion, the sources

said, making it the biggest
company ever. — AFP
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FALAKNAAZ SSYED || FFC
MUMBAI, DEC. 5

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Friday sharply
cut the economic growth
forecast for FY 2019-20 by
a whopping 1.1 per cent to
five per cent from the pro-
jection it made in the
monetary policy just two
months ago. But it kept
lending rates unchanged.

Over the 11 months
since February, the RBI
has cut its GDP forecast
by a massive 2.4 per cent.
In its February policy, the
RBI had forecast GDP
growth at 7.4 per cent, wh-
ich was revised down to
7.2 per cent in April. Then
in June, the central bank
lowered it to 7 per cent, 6.9
per cent in August, and 6.1
per cent in October policy.
It slashed the forecast to
five per cent now.

The policy repo rate (at
which commercial banks

borrow from the RBI)
since February was cut in
every policy, cumulative-
ly easing by 1.35 per cent
or by 135 basis points to
5.15 per cent.

In its fifth bi-monthly
monetary policy, the
RBI’s six-member Monet-
ary Policy Committee
(MPC) stumped the mar-
ket as it unanimously
voted to keep rates uncha-
nged, triggered by the
recent spike in inflation.

The stock and the bond
markets were expecting a
cut by 25 basis points. The
MPC acknowledged that
there was space for mone-
tary policy action in the
future. Economists expect
Consumer Price Inflation
to soften in the next two to
three months, reopening
the space for further mon-
etary easing in H1 2020.

■ Page 112: FFood pprices mmay
spike rretail iinflation

YOJNA GGUSAI || DDC
JAMSHEDPUR, DEC. 5

Faced with a tricky situa-
tion, the BJP, which is
contesting on its own, is
window-shopping in
Jharkhand. Indications
are that it is “open to the
idea of tying up” with the
All Jharkhand Students’
Union (AJSU) in a post-
poll scenario. Though the
AJSU is part of the NDA,
it is contesting on its own.
The BJP top brass is also
in touch with former par-
tyman turned JVM (P)
supremo Babulal Mara-
ndi for a post-poll tie-up.

While the BJP is fight-
ing a tough battle in this
tribe-dominated, Maoist-
ridden state, it could get
tougher for Chief
M i n i s t e r
R a g h u b a r
Das in his
home turf,
E a s t
Jamshedpur. He faces for-
mer cabinet colleague
Saryu Roy. Roy, who had
quit the cabinet after he
was denied the ticket
from Jamshedput West,
filed nomination papers
on November 18 here as
an independent. 

As one approaches

Bistupur in the CM’s con-
stituency, the first things
you see are posters of the
two leaders plastered all
over. At some places,

posters face
each other.
All eyes are
on this face-
off. Roy has

“plenty of sympathisers
within the party” who
could work covertly to
dent the CM’s prospects.
Some in the BJP are also
worried by anti-incum-
bency.

The first CM to complete
a five-year term in this
politically turbulent

state, he spoke to this
newspaper and sounded
confident of retaining
power. Das, a non-tribal
CM, rejected the Opposit-
ion campaign of “tribal vs
non-tribal” against him. 

“This is rubbish,” he
said. “A tribal wants
development as much as a
non-tribal. The Opposit-
ion has no issue against
this government so they
are trying to sway senti-
ment by dividing Jharkh-
andis into tribal and non-
tribal for political gain.” 

■ Page 77: BBJP cclaims 
polarisation  wwon’t wwork

BJP explores shopping options

CITIZENSHIP BILL

BHASKAR HHARI SSHARMA
with aagency iinputs
NEW DELHI/UNNAO, DEC. 5

The 23-year-old rape survivor
from Unnao is battling for life
with 90 per cent burns on Thurs-
day after five men, including two
of the accused who are out on  bail,
allegedly set her on fire while she
was on her way to court.  All five
men have been arrested.

The NCW has sought a detailed
action taken report from the Uttar
Pradesh police against the cul-
prits. The Rajya Sabha was
adjourned for half an hour amid
an uproar by Opposition parties,
mainly Congress, over the inci-
dent.

The victim was airlifted to Delhi
on Thursday evening for further
treatment at Safdarjung Hospital.
A 13-km ‘green corridor’ was made
by the Delhi police from airport to
the Safdarjung Hospital, which
was covered in 18 minutes.

The woman, who was raped in
December last year, said in a state-
ment that she was on her way
from her village in Unnao district
to Rae Bareli, where the trial is
going on, when she was attacked
and set ablaze early on Thursday
morning. Doctors attending her at
the Shyama Prasad Mukherjee
Hospital in Lucknow said she is in
a “very serious” condition.

■ Page 88: OOn ffire, vvictim rran 11 kkm 

Unnao rape victim set
on fire on way to court

KANIZA GGARARI || DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

When Kalyani Kumar’s (39) car
caught fire on Thursday after-
noon, as a plus-sized woman, she
was trapped in her seat belt. The
car was completely burnt, and as
her husband and two children
watched in helpless horror,
Kalyani lost her life.

The incident happened on NH 9
in Bidar’s Mannaekhelli, Humna-
bad taluka. Kalyani was travelling
with husband Uday and their chil-
dren. The family was returning
from Maharashtra, where Kalyani
had undergone Ayurvedic treat-
ment for her back problem.

Uday was driving. He noticed

smoke coming out of the bonnet
and stopped. He got his two chil-
dren out first. “My wife could not
come out as the seat belt got
stuck,” he said. “She was suffering
from a severe back problem and
was overweight. I could not help
her as the car was engulfed in
flames in a few minutes.”

Others on the highway stopped
and called police and the fire
brigade. But by the time they
arrived, Kalyani was dead. “My
children are seven and ten years
old,” Uday said. “Other com-
muters were kind to take them
aside. I could do nothing as my
wife burnt to death.”

■ Page 33: PPolice ssuspect ooverheating

Car catches fire, trapped
city woman burnt alive

SREEPARNA
CHAKRABARTY || DDC
NEW DELHI, DEC. 5

A day after being releas-
ed from 106 days of incar-
ceration, former finance
minister P. Chidambar-
am hit the ground run-
ning. He took on the gov-
ernment on Thursday
over the state of the econ-
omy and joined his
Parliament colleagues to
protest against the rising
price of onions.

At the AICC headquar-
ters, he said that even
after seven months, the
government believed that
the economic slowdown
was cyclical, but the

“government is wrong”.
“It is wrong because it

is clueless,” he said. “It is
unable to look for the
obvious clues because it
is stubborn and mulish
in defending its catastro-
phic mistakes like demo-
netisation, flawed GST,
tax terrorism, regulatory
over-kill, and centralised
decision-making.”

He asserted that the
slowdown was not cycli-
cal but structural in
nature, and that the gov-
ernment had no solutions
or reforms that would
address this problem.

■ Page 77: TThere iis ffear
everywhere: CChidambaram

SREEPARNA
CHAKRABARTY || DDC
NEW DELHI, DEC. 5

The Shiv Sena’s indica-
tion that it would back
the controversial Citizen-
ship Amendment Bill has
raised eyebrows in the
Congress party, which is
a coalition partner in the
Maharashtra govern-
ment. The other coalition
member, the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP),
like the Congress, oppos-
es the Bill.

Sources in the top
Congress leadership told
this newspaper that they
are mulling calling Mah-
arashtra Chief Minster
and Shiv Sena chief
Uddhav Thackeray to
clarify the party’s stand.

Shiv Sena MP Arvind
Sawant said on Wednes-
day: “We will support the
bill as it is against infil-
trators and will also help
give citizenship rights to
persecuted Hindus, Jains
and Buddhists living in
Pakistan and Bangla-
desh. The bill should just
not be misused.”

The formation of the
Maharashtra govern-
ment was stalled over a
guarantee of ‘secularism’
in the coalition’s com-
mon minimum program-
me. The Shiv Sena (an
early BJP ally) subseque-
ntly agreed to the men-
tion of ‘secular’ in the
CMP’s first paragraph.

■ Page 77: OOpp ffocuses oon
narrative iin tthe HHouse

ASHHAR KKHAN || DDC
NEW DELHI, DEC. 5

While Congress scion
Rahul Gandhi on Thurs-
day vehemently opposed
the Citizenship Amend-
ment Bill, a section of old
guards in Congress want
the party to follow a
“middle path” on the
issue. The old guards feel
that opposing the Bill at
this juncture would
brand Congress as “anti-
Hindu.” They apparently
urged the Congress high
command to support the
Bill on the floor of the
House and seek a clarifi-
cation from the govern-
ment on the status
Muslims, “persecuted in
other countries and seek-
ing Indian citizenship.”

The leaders feel that in
the past the BJP has been
able to score political poi-
nts over the Congress by
branding it anti-Hindu.
The fear that some Cong-
ress leaders have is that
the BJP will accuse the
Congress of “deserting
distressed Hindus” who
are being persecuted in
neighbouring countries
including Pakistan. This
will also provide fodder
to the BJP to target the
Congress in the ongoing
Jharkhand polls. Instead,
they feel that the Bill
should be supported and
“right questions” should
be asked from the govern-
ment. 

■ Page 77: BBill tto gget ccleared
without CCongress ssupport

Cong ally Sena
to sail with BJP

Rahul opposes,
Congress split

BATTLEGROUND
JHARKHAND

PC: Govt is wrong,
clueless, stubborn

Even RBI loses hope on
acche din for economy
GDP forecast slashed from 6.1% to 5%; inflation looms

I WWAS NNOT sarcastic, I was
quoting her [by asking if finance
minister Nirmala Sitharaman eats
avocados]. But if the FM says I
don’t eat onions, that shows the

mindset of the government

P. CHIDAMBARAM

DOES SHE EAT
AVOCADOS?’

`200
Vijayawada

`160
Chennai

`150
Hyderabad

`140
Mumbai

`130
Bengaluru

`125
Kolkata

`105
Kochi

● Full report on page 7
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First priority
Minister S. Niranjan Reddy says
KCR allotted biggest share of state
budget to the agricultural sector

Unlike KCR, all the
previous

governments treated
BCs as a vote bank

— Srinivas Goud 
Excise minister

Cops want to keep Hawkeye on cabs
Police chief Anjani Kumar wants aggregators to link all taxis to police app for safety of women

SHORT TAKES

TS SEEKS BETI
PADHAO, BETI

BACHAO IN DISTS
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

The state government has
requested the Centre to extend
its ‘Beti Padhao, Beti Bachao’
Yojana to all districts within
Telangana state. The pro-
gramme is currently being
implemented only in eight dis-
tricts.

The extension of ‘Beti
Padhao, Beti Bachao’ was
sought when a delegation of
TRS MPs led by women and
child welfare minister
Satyavathi Rathod met Union
minister for women and child
welfare Smriti Irani at Delhi on
Thursday and submitted a
memorandum to her.

The delegation informed the
Union minister that the
scheme had been introduced in
eight of the 10 districts after TS
was formed. However, since
then, the number of districts
has increased to 33 for better
administration. ‘Beti Padhao,
Beti Bachao’ should hence be
implemented now in all the dis-
tricts of the state. The memo-
randum also requested the cen-
tre to sanction 15 hostels for
working women.

RTC TELLS STAFF
TO GIVE AN

UNDERTAKING
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

The RTC management has
asked workers to sign an
undertaking that they will not
press for Union elections for
two years. They are also
required to sign a clause that
they will not participate in
union activities.

The RTC management has
also asked employees to affirm
that they will not take leave
except in emergency circum-
stances.

The management laid down
the condition that if any
employee takes leave for any
purpose other than an emer-
gency, he or she will be allowed
to return to duty only when the
depot manager is convinced of
the reason for availing leave.

The clauses against trade
union activity has sent leaders
of the RTC’s recognised trade
unions into a tizzy. However,
despite the management
reportedly pressurising the
employees to sign the declara-
tion, RTC workers said a
majority of them were against
signing it.

The RTC employees said the
management wanted to for-
ward the declarations to the
Labour Commissioner. The
management has pasted the
declaration at all the depots for
the employees to copy and sign.

ATHER MMOIN II DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

A set of claimants has
allegedly fabricated a court
decree before the High
Court to obtain directions
preventing government offi-
cials from interfering with
their possession of a parcel
of land.

A criminal complaint has
been lodged by the revenue
divisional officer, Hydera-
bad, 53 days ago against one
Syed Mohammed Boghdadi,
Syed Mahmood Boghdadi,
Syed Ahmed Boghdadi and
Shaik Altaf Mohiduddin
who had claimed possession
of a parcel of land in Huma-
yunnagar known as Devu-
nikunta. No action has been
taken yet.

The Humayunnagar poli-
ce has registered an FIR
(No. 259/2019 dated 21-09-
2019) against Syed Moha-
mmed Abdul Hussain Bogh-
dadi and two others on the
complaint of RDO, Hydera-
bad, D. Srinivas Reddy, for
misleading the High Court

by allegedly suppressing
facts. The accused persons
had obtained interim orders
from the High Court in the
Devunikunta lake issue
submitting an allegedly fab-
ricated decree in OS No. 204
of 1997 on the file of the IV
Additional Judge City Civil
Court.

The issue surfaced in
March when a few activists
drew the attention of the
Hyderabad collector about
levelling of the lake, dis-
mantling of the bund and
laying of road within the
full tank level (FTL) and
plotting on the land of
Devunikunta. The collector
ordered the Asifnagar tah-
sildar to protect the lake
from encroachments and he
removed a few hutments.
Later, in June, the Boghdadi
brothers started filling the
land and draining out water
with pumps, but authorities
once again stopped them
from changing the status of
the land.

The Boghdadi brothers
moved the High Court on

June 10 claiming that their
mother Muneerunnisa
Begum was the pattedar,
owner and possessor of 11
acres and 22 guntas in
Survey No. 22/Paiki of
Asifnagar village. They
requested the court to issue
writ order or direction
declaring the proceedings
(No. B/C/389/2011 dated 24-
05-2019) issued by the
Asifnagar tahsildar and
direct the officials not to
interfere in any manner
with the possession and
enjoyment of the petition-
ers over the land measuring
five acres and 22 guntas cor-
related to TS No. 1, 2 and 4,
Ward No. 23, Block No. H,
situated in Asifnagar.

They pleaded that accord-
ing to the court decree
awarded in OS No. 104 of
1992 on the file of IV
Additional Judge City Civil
Court, Hyderabad, their
mother was declared the
pattedar over the land par-
cel. They contended that the
judgment of the City Civil
Court had attained finality

and the government author-
ities were claiming the
property after a lapse of 25
years. Consequently, the
High Court in interim
orders directed the officials
not to interfere with the
possession of the land by
the petitioners.

The Asifnagar tahsildar
developed doubts over the
decree and obtained a certi-
fied copy in OS No. 104 of
1992 on file of IV Additional

Judge, Civil Court. On
perusal of the judgment
copy with the judgment sub-
mitted in the High Court,
officials noticed that there
is a conflict in OS No. 104 of
1992. The tahsildar then
addressed a letter to the
Chief Judge, City Civil
Court, with a request to
issue genuineness of the
judgment passed in OS No.
104/1992 so as to protect the
interest of the government.

On verifying the decree
sent by the Chief Judge,
officials found that writ
petitioners in WP No. 11316
of 2019 had allegedly filed
fabricated documents and
claimed the land by virtue
of creating decree orders.
Subsequently, the RDO
Hyderabad lodged a crimi-
nal complaint against the
Boghdadi brothers alleging
fabrication of documents
and misleading the High
Court and government offi-
cers. The Asifnagar police
has registered a case on
September 21 under IPC
Sections 420 (cheating), 468
(forgery) and 471 (using as
genuine a fabricated docu-
ment).

State general secretary,
Socialist Party (India), Dr
Lubna Sarwath said as per
the RDO statement, the
Chief Judge City Civil
Court issued letter dated
September 6, which stated
that the decree in OS 10 of
1992 by the IV Additional
Judge is about recovery of
money, the plaintiff and

defendants, date of judg-
ment and even judge are dif-
ferent from the decree that
was produced by Boghdadi
and others to obtain a stay
on their encroachments
into Devunikunta.

She said this indicated
that the High Court judg-
ments for peaceful posses-
sion of Boghdadi brothers
were issued without verify-
ing the authenticity of
decree in OS 104 of 1992.
The High Court judgments
which are not in favour of
water bodies are in con-
tempt of the Supreme Court
judgement.

She said in Hinch Lal
Tiwari vs Kamala Devi and
others, the apex court said
the government, including
the revenue authorities,
having noticed that a pond
is falling into disuse, should
have developed it. This
would, on the one hand,
have prevented ecological
disaster and on the other
provided better environ-
ment for the benefit of the
public. Such vigil is the best

protection against attempts
to seek allotment in non-
abadi sites. She asked the
authorities to take stern
action against the persons
who mislead the court and
government officials. Mr
Osman bin Mohammed
Alhajiri who is also work-
ing to protect the lake said it
is proved that the docu-
ments submitted before the
High Court were fake and
fabricated, but the land
grabbers were still enjoying
the possession and draining
the lake. It is a crystal clear
perjury case, he alleged,
and asked officials to move
the High Court seeking per-
mission to take action
against the persons who
gave a false affidavit and
submitted fake decree.

Humayunnagar police sta-
tion house officer Korani
Sunil had said “We are veri-
fying the documents.” He
said, “as it is a civil matter,
we have to verify the docu-
ments keenly. Certainly we
will act in accordance with
the law.” 

Court order tweaked to take over Devunikunta lake
Boghdadi brothers tell High Court that City Civil Court had passed orders their mother is the pattedarGRABBERS LAND | IN ROW

SANJAY SSAMUEL PPAUL II DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

Hyderabad police commis-
sioner Anjani Kumar on
Thursday met representa-
tives of 15 cab companies
and instructed them on
safety measures which
have to be implemented to
ensure the safety of
women passengers.

Addressing the meeting,
Mr Kumar said, “Any
crime which happens in a
public place creates more
panic. It affects the entire
community. The role of
cab drivers is important in
public safety and security.
If any driver misbehaves,
it will become news and
will have an effect on the
business apart from hav-
ing grave consequences
for him.”

He laid out the following
measures to be taken for
the safety and security of
women while travelling in
cabs:
* Provide SOS button
which is connected to the
police Command Control
Room, the Hawk Eye app
and Dial 100, fix it in a vis-
ible place in the car.
* Fix a digital sticker with
information regarding
Dial 100, 112, other SOS
details.
* Cab companies must ver-
ify the antecedents of the
drivers before employing
them.
* Complaints and feedback
given by the passengers
should not be ignored but
followed up meticulously.
* Database of the driver
should be maintained with
their backend office.
* Cab providers must have
a mechanism to keep a
check on where drivers go
after parking their vehi-
cles and what are they
doing, to help with loca-
tion in any case of emer-
gency.
* All cab operators should
install the provisions of
vehicle location tracking
device and emergency but-
tons in vehicles.

Additional commission-
er, traffic, Anil Kumar
sought the co-operation of
cab operators to bring
more sense of safety and
security to girls, women,
sexual minorities and sen-
ior citizens and requested
each operator to extend
their contribution as
social responsibility.

Guntur teen posts objectionable
comments on Disha, arrested

Cops press hi-tech gadget into service at scene of crime
JAYENDRA CCHAITHANYA
T. || DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

Super Lights, which create
a high degree of illumina-
tion that can identify
micro-particles from a
crime scene have been
used to collect crucial evi-
dence in the investigation
into the rape and murder
of Disha at Shamshabad.

These lights have been
used only twice before —

during the investigation of
the human sacrifice at
Uppal in Rachakonda, and
the rape and murder of a
six-year-old girl at Alwal
in Cyberabad.

With a court in Mahbub-
nagar granting police cus-
tody of the four persons
accused of the rape and
murder of the veterinary
doctor, the Cyberabad poli-
ce are said to have grilled
the accused on the jail
premises on Thursday.

Seven special teams have
been formed to collect evi-
dence against Mohammed,
J. Shiva, J. Naveen, and C.
Chennakeshavulu, who
were arrested by the
Shadnagar police.

The teams were given dif-
ferent tasks, such as col-
lection of CCTV footage to
map the movement of the
accused before and after
the offence, the route trav-
elled by the victim, call
data records, analysis of

scientific evidence and
recording the statements
of the witnesses at the
scene of crime.

A police team on Thurs-
day went to Shamshabad
to collect evidence from
the lorry in which the
body of the victim was
moved to Chattanpally
where it was set ablaze.

The team used the Super
Lights which emit infra-
red, ultraviolet and visible
light of a high intensity to

identify particles and
stains that are not visible
to the naked eye. They
were able to identify dark
brown-coloured stains on
the left side door of the
lorry cabin, stains on the
floor mats in the cabin,
and also hairs that are of a
female.

A police official said,
“Samples of the stains
were preserved for foren-
sic analysis which will
help in finding whether it

was blood or human secre-
tion or traces of fuel. The
hair is found to be of a
female, but this can only
be confirmed after DNA
analysis.”

Meanwhile, it is learned
that the accused were
questioned in the jail
premises by another team,
which led to the recovery
of the mobile phone of the
victim that was buried
close to the crime scene.
However, the police

remained tight-lipped and
did not confirm media
reports.

After receiving damning
criticism from all quarters
following allegations from
the parents of the victim
that swift action could
have saved their daughter,
senior police officials in
the state have instructed
the teams that are investi-
gating the case to main-
tain confidentiality about
the probe.

State admin derailed, says BJP
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

BJP leader and former
minister D.K. Aruna on
Thursday alleged that
Chief Minister K. Chan-
drasekhar Rao was nei-
ther responding to nor
addressing the people’s
problems.

The state administration
has derailed with the
adamant attitude of Mr
Rao, she told the media at
the BJP state office.

She was critical of the

Chief Minister for not
consoling the tragedy
struck family of Disha.
The Chief Minister had
plenty of time to attend
marriages and other func-
tions, but he had no time
to visit the grief stricken
family, she said.

The former minister
expressed concern at the
increase in the number of
liquor shops and said that
it was the easy availability
of liquor that made drunk-
ards commit crimes, par-
ticularly against women

and children. She said that
to protest against the
increase of liquor shops
and the state govern-
ment’s failure in curbing
illegal liquor and drug
trade, the BJP will organ-
ise a two-day ‘Mahila
Sankalpa Deeksha’
(hunger strike) at Indira
Park in the city on
December 11 and 12.

The former minister
appealed to all parties and
women’s groups to sup-
port and participate in the
hunger strike.

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

An 18-year-old from
Andhra Pradesh who post-
ed derogatory comments
on the rape and murder of
Disha on his Facebook
page was arrested by the
Rachakonda cyber crime
police on Thursday.

K. Amarnath who lives
in the Kothapeta area in
Guntur town in Andhra
Pradesh dropped out of
school and started work-
ing in a pharmacy. He cre-
ated a Facebook profile
about two years ago and
became friends with one
Simley Nani of Guntur.

After the rape and mur-
der of the veterinarian

known as Disha, in
Shamshabad, Simley Nani
posted derogatory content
on his page related to the
victim. Amarnath, who
saw the posts, had also
made objectionable com-
ments about the incident.

As these despicable posts
were circulated on social
media and he faced the
heat from netizens,
Amarnath deleted his
Facebook page.

But a city-resident had
already lodged a com-
plaint with the
Rachakonda cyber crime
police about the comments
of Nani and Amarnath
and cases were registered
against them under rele-
vant sections of the Indian

Penal Code and
Information Technology
Act. On Thursday, the
cyber crime police appre-
hended Amarnath and
brought him to the city. He
was produced before a
court for judicial remand.
A day prior to his arrest,
the Hyderabad cyber
crime sleuths, who had
registered a suo-motu
case, had arrested Nani
from Guntur and remand-
ed him.

Rachakonda police com-
missioner Mahesh Bhag-
wat said that sharing the
identity of the rape victim
through any media plat-
form may lead to legal
action against the persons
responsible.

Actor, pal held for
trolling TikTokers
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

An MBA student who acts
in short films, and his
unemployed friend, who
were getting a kick out of
trolling and harassing
users of the TikTok
mobile application were
arrested by the Cyberabad
cyber crime police on
Thursday.

The accused were target-
ing netizens to get fame
and were enjoying it by
discussing the same on
WhatsApp groups, the
probe revealed.

Nimesh Chowdary, 30, is
doing an MBA in Human
Resources and acts in
short films. He hails from
Anantapur in Andhra
Pradesh.

Aravind Patel, 21, from
Metpally in Karimnagar
district of Telangana state
is unemployed.

They were arrested after
Janardhan Devella, a resi-
dent of the Kukatpally
Housing Board Colony,
complained that he and
his friends, including
some women, were target-
ed and harassed by the duo
on TikTok.

The Cyberabad police
who probed the case found
that Nimesh, also super-
vises his father’s hotel. He
has been acting in some
short films made by his
friends at Anantapur. He
has around 32,700 follow-
ers on TikTok and has

been trolling other users.
A few months ago, Nimesh
and Aravind Patel became
friends through the mobile
app. Both of them got
together and created two
WhatsApp groups, who
support the acts of
Nimesh.

The groups are named
‘Lover Boy’ and ‘Nimesh
Chowdary Brothers’.
Aravind is the administra-
tor of both groups contain-
ing at least 100 members.

According to the police,
Nimesh wanted to earn
some fame for himself, and
thought he could do so by
trolling other users and
commenting vulgarly
about them by making
videos.

Those who liked his com-
ments started following
him and Aravind was one
such person.

The two would discuss
every day who to target
and Nimesh would make a
video with vulgar com-
ments and tag the target-
ted user.

His supporters on
WhatsApp groups also
trolled the targetted users’
TikTok profile, and
harassed them, the official
said.

“There are a few who suf-
fered mental agony due to
the harassment of Nimesh
and his aides. He and the
admin of the WhatsApp
groups, Aravind, have
been arrested and remand-
ed,” said a police official. 

Drunk who abused
woman arrested
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

The Malkajgiri police
arrested a man who
allegedly misbehaved and
threatened the women at
Indira Nagar on Thursday. 

According to the police,
accused Abdul Kaleem, 43,
an electrician by profes-
sion, is a resident of
Indiranagar. 

Kareem, who was in an
inebriated condition
allegedly threatened and
misbehaved with the
woman, who had earlier
objected him from con-

structing a place of wor-
ship in the residential
area.

The police said that the
residents including the
women had earlier
approached the High
Court objecting to the con-
struction, and the court
issued stay orders. 

On Wednesday night, the
accused reportedly
restricted the locals and
used  filthy language and
threatened with dire con-
sequences. Following a
complaint, he was arrest-
ed on Thursday, said the
police.

27-YEAR-OLD
DISABLED IN AP
MOLESTED

The Movie Artistes Association took out a candlelight rally — Justice for Disha — at
the Film Nagar Culture Centre Club in the city on Thursday. P. PAVAN

The Devunikunta lakebed

PATHRI RRAJASEKHAR || DDC
NELLORE, DEC. 5

In a sickening incident, a
50-year-old drunk molest-
ed a 27-year-old deaf, mute
and psychosocially dis-
abled woman who is his
cousin, in the SC Colony at
Z. Uppalapadu, Valetivari-
palem mandal, Prakasam
district, late on Wednes-
day night.

The accused has been
identified as Endluri Pra-
bhakar, 50. According to
police, the victim stays
with her brother after the
recent death of her moth-
er.

Her brother and the vic-
tim went to a fair price
shop to collect ration by
bike on Wednesday night.
The brother asked her to
wait at the shop and went
home to keep the gro-
ceries.

She went missing when
he returned to pick her up
and he launched a search
when she failed to return
home. The girl was found
in a tobacco farm without
clothes. When the brother
rushed to the spot, he
found Prabhakar escaping
from the fields.

Police rushed to the spot
after he dialled 100 and
rushed the girl to the gov-
ernment area hospital in
Kandukur.

BURNT BODIES
YET TO BE
IDENTIFIED
DC CCORRESPONDENT
NELLORE, DEC. 5 

The police is yet to estab-
lish the identity of the
woman and her six-
month-old daughter who
were murdered by an
unidentified person near
Pernamitta in Prakasam
district on Tuesday night. 

The cops formed 14
teams to track the accused
and establish the identity
of the victims.  

Ongole DSP P.V.V.N.V.
Prasad said that the police
teams are on the field,
working round-the-clock
and expressed confidence
that they would be able to
nab the accused and iden-
tify the victims. 

● Cab providers must
have a mechanism to
keep a check on where
drivers go after parking
their vehicles and what
are they doing



DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

As many as 1,800 police
personnel, including
teams from OCTOPUS
(Organisation for
C o u n t e r - T e r r o r i s t
Operations) will be
guarding the RGI stadi-
um in Uppal during the
T-20 International crick-
et match between India
and West Indies on
Friday.

The Rachakonda police
has put 255 personnel
from the security wing,
350 personnel from traf-
fic, 909 from law & order,
four platoons of armed
forces, teams from
OCTOPUS, mounted
police, special branch,
and central crime sta-
tion, to guard the stadi-
um.

Some 300 CCTV cam-

eras have been installed
at different places
including vehicle check-
points and parking lots,
which will be monitored
from a joint command
and control room.

Separate teams will
also be deployed for
checking the movements
of antisocial elements.

Rachakonda police

commissioner Mahesh
Bhagwat said that lap-
tops, banners, water bot-
tles, cameras, cigarettes,
lighters, and electronic
items will not be allowed
inside the stadium. SHE
teams will be present at
the stadium to ensure
women’s safety.

Parking arrangements
have been made for the
spectators and traffic
restrictions are being
imposed for  heavy vehi-
cles moving along the
stadium route during
match time, he said.

Heavy goods vehicles
coming from ECIL,
Kushaiguda, Cherlapally
towards Uppal crossroad
would be diverted via
Mallapur bridge,
Chengicherla cross
roads (Warangal route)
and LB Nagar 
junctions.
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Industry support
Finance minister Harish Rao says Telangana
government has been cooperating for setting
up of industries in the last five years

1,800 cops will guard
today’s India Vs West

Indies T20 match in
Uppal stadium

— Mahesh Bhagwath

Rachakonda commissioner

IN BRIEF

No clear count of
wakf properties

ATHER MMOIN II DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

The All India Muslim
Minority Organisation has

criticised the state govern-
ment for not completing the
second survey of wakf insti-

tutions even though 19 years
have elapsed since the first
such exercise was held. No

effort has been made in this
regard despite the Wakf Act

stipulating that a survey of
various wakf bodies be held

every 10 years. AIMMO
chairman Syed Muqtar

Hussain and former Minority
Finance Corporation director

M. A. Siddiqui recalled that
the first survey was conduct-

ed from 1960 to 1974. The
second survey started in

2001, but the Survey
Commission of Wakf has not

yet completed the task.
Telangana has wakf lands
spread over 77,630 acres.

But more than 37,630 acres
of this land has been

encroached. Muqtar Hussain
said in a recent survey of the

Telangana government, the
Wakf Board failed in getting

wakf properties registered
on revenue records. He

alleged that neither the gov-
ernment nor the board are
sincere in protecting wakf
properties. This is mainly

because the Wakf Board has
insufficient staff. The office

of Wakf Commissioner of
Auqaf has been closed

down. The AIMMO chairman
said CM KCR had constitut-
ed a Task Force under for-
mer IAS officer S. K. Sinha
three years ago to inquire

into the irregularities in wakf
management. But the Sinha
committee is yet to submit

its report. 

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

Creating facilities for foot-
paths and better parking facil-
ities is important for people to
have confidence to walk on the
roads stressed urban develop-
ment minister K T Rama Rao. 

In a joint meeting with traf-
fic and municipal officials the
stress was on how to make
people switch to public trans-
port. 

Better facilities in terms of
footpath, zebra crossing and
disable friendly infrastruc-
ture is to be provided so that
people can safely walk on the
roads. Presently, people are
scared to walk as the infra-
structure does not encourage
them to walk. With 66% of the
people using private vehicles
in Hyderabad there are only
34% who opt for public trans-
port. 

VUJJINI VVAMSHIDHARA II DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

The Telangana High Court
has taken up a suo motu PIL
case on the pathetic condi-
tions in social welfare hostels
run for students from the
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes and Backward Classes
communities.

Based on news reports, the
High Court took up the issue
as public interest litigation
(PIL). Concerned about the
lack of basic amenities for stu-
dents who are studying and
staying in government hos-
tels, Justice P. Naveen Rao had
addressed a letter to the High
Court administration side to
take the issue as a suo motu
PIL. 

Many welfare hostels in the
state do not have permanent
buildings and the students are
forced to sleep on broken
floors. Some hostels are far
away from bus and other
transport services and stu-
dents have to walk miles to
reach their institutes.

From Page 1

Some shot videos of the
burning car which went
viral. Uday and his chil-
dren were rushed to the
government hospital and
given first aid. He called
his brother from Hyde-
rabad and they are wait-
ing to collect Kalyani’s
body. Police suspect the
car heater was on which
led to the vehicle’s over-
heating. The Mannaek-
helli police registered a
case and is investigating.

POLICE SUSPECT
OVERHEATING AS
MISHAP CAUSE 

KANIZA GGARARI II DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

With `180 crore to make its
way into the state via
Ayushman Bharat, it is not
easy to say no to the move
to merge it with
Aarogyasri. 

Governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan, who held a

meeting with health offi-
cials on Thursday, said,
“My aim is health for all
and the people must benefit
from both the schemes.”
The state government
claims it does not need
Ayushman Bharat.

In her meeting with Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao, the Governor had

taken up the issue of
Ayushman Bharat. The
meeting with health offi-
cials was a follow-up.

The benefit will allow
dual coverage for patients.
The Aarogyasri covers
more diseases than Ayush-
man Bharat. But the stress
of the latter scheme is on
strengthening public heal-

th centres and wellness pro-
grammes. A senior official,
on condition of anonymity,
said, “There is a fund
crunch. This is affecting
the payments of Aarogy-
asri. If the Central scheme
is also implemented, there
will be a movement of
funds from the Centre to
State.”

Security beefed
up around Uppal
Cops pad up for T20I match at stadium

Cricket enthusiasts thronged the Gymkhana Grounds to buy tickets for Friday’s
cricket match while vendors cashed in on the cricket fever by selling India crick-
et team shirts and caps.  — S. SURENDER REDDY

Guv for merger of 2 health plans

HC TAKES UP 
SUO MOTU PIL

ON HOSTELS

PEDESTRIANS’
SAFETY IS 

PRIORITY: KTR

● The Twenty20
cricket match
between India and
West Indies is
scheduled on
Friday, from 1900
hours till completion
of the match

● The stadium has a
seating capacity of
approx. 40,000 
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False allegation
N.V. Subhash, grandson of P.V. Narasimha Rao,
condemns Manmohan Singh’s statement on
responsibility for the Sikh genocide of 1984

Government will not
spare illegal activities

in Kharif crop
purchase

— Gangula Kamalakar 
Food & civil supplies minister

IN BRIEF

City man cheated,
2 arrested

Hyderabad: A Nigerian
national and his female

friend from Manipur, who
deceived a city resident on

the pretext of selling an
SUV, by posting false adver-

tisements on Olx, was
arrested by Rachakonda

cyber crime police. Nigerian
national ‘Emmauel Ujunwa
Okorom’ alias Ranky alias
Ewmoa Okorom, 40,  and

Mercy Mawite, 39, of
Chrachandpur district,

Manipur, were apprehended
from Victoria Memorial

Metro Station when they
came to meet their lawyer.
They accused were wanted

in a cheating case registered
against them based on a

complaint of a person from
Mansoorabad. 

The police said that the
complainant was interested

in buying the vehicle and
approached Emmauel and

wanted physical inspection.
Emmanuel said the

Shamshabad airport and
parking charges of `1.6 lakh

have to be paid so that a
gate pass can be prepared

on the complainant’s name.
A person, identified as

Mercy, spoke to the com-
plainant impersonating an

airport manager and shared
account details of a

Bengaluru-based bank to
transfer the amount. Once

the amount got transferred
to the account, the accused

switched off their phones.

PAGDI

GULAB. S. GULABANI (Babu)
Expired on 03.12.2019

Pagadi Ceremony will be held
on 06.12.2019 between 5.00 -
5.30 pm at Sindhi Gurudwara, Hira
Hall, King Koti, Abids, Hyderabad.
Gulabani Family - Near & Dear

M/s. Sonia Bazar,
Subhas Road, Secunderabad.

Ph: 9700103450
(S/1920/D01372)

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

In connection with the
IMS (Insurance Medical
Services) scam, the Anti
Corruption Bureau has
unearthed about `100
crore belonging to IMS
director Ch Devika Rani,
the prime accused in the
scam. The ACB arrested
her husband P
Gurumurthi, who had also
received bribes in the
scam, on Thursday.

According to the ACB,
on receiving credible
information, simultane-
ous searches were con-
ducted at the houses of the
accused and her relatives
at Hyderabad, Tirupati,
and Kadapa.

Devika Rani.s husband P.
Gurumurthi, a retired
civil surgeon, was also
arrested and produced
before the ACB court on
Thursday and was lodged
at Chanchalguda central
prison.

The searches resulted in

unearthing huge assets
that seemed dispropor-
tionate to Devika Rani’s
known sources of income.
They were registered in
her name, and the names
of members of her family.

A villa at Shaikpet in
Jubilee Hills, a flat at

Somajiguda, three flats in
a building at Shaikpet, a
multi-storied building at
Tirupati, an independent
house at Rajendranagar,
11 open plots at different
places in Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh, agricul-
tural lands of 32.85 acres

at seven places in
Telangana state, and 16
commercial shops in
Hyderabad were identi-
fied.

There was also one
house at Vishakhapat-
nam, security deposits in
a construction company,
fixed deposits in a bank,
`1.13 crore bank balance,
high value household arti-
cles, gold and silver arti-
cles, electronic gadgets, a
car, and a bike.

“The document value of
the immovable properties
is over `15 crore and the
market value is above `100
crore. The investigation is
underway also to find the
payment of `7.3 crore
made to PMJ Jewellers in
Hyderabad by Devika
Rani,” said an ACB offi-
cial.

Devika Rani and other
officials had allegedly
diverted several crores of
rupees by buying drugs
from non-rate contract
firms by passing them off
as emergency medicines.

■ ■ The ACB said it had
found a villa at Shaikpet
in Jubilee Hills, a flat at
Somajiguda, three flats
in a building at Shaikpet
with IMS prime accused
Ch Devika Rani.

■ ■ The family also owned
a multi-storey building at
Tirupati, and independ-
ent house at
Rajendranagar, 11 open
plots at different places
in Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh.

ACB finds `100cr assets
with IMS scam kingpin

P. Gurumurthi, civil sur-
geon and husband of IMS
scam, prime accused
Devika Rani during his
arrest on Thursday. 

■ ■ The ACB also identified 32.85 acre agricultural
land at seven places in TS and 16 shops in
Hyderabad as belonging to Devika Rani

PULI SHARAT
KUMAR I DC
PEDDAPALLI, DEC. 5

Allegedly fed up with the
harassment by her adop-
tive parents, a 14-year-old
girl committed suicide by
hanging in Peddapalli dis-
trict.

Mr S. Mallesh, a retired
employee of the National
Thermal Power Corpo-
ration and his wife San-
dhya, adopted a girl, Jyo-
thi, when she was nine
years old from Shishu
Vihar of Hyderabad in
2014 and took her to their
residence in Peddapalli
district.

The honorary president
of the Balala Hukkula
Sangham, Mr Achyut
Rao, alleged that because
of the harassment by her
adopted parents, especial-
ly the father, the girl took
the extreme step of end-

ing her life.
It is the responsibility of

district child protection
officer along with the dis-
trict welfare officer to
conduct post-adoptive fol-
low ups whenever a child
is adopted. Even after col-
lecting `6,000 for the pur-
pose, the officials alleged-
ly did not go on follow-up

visits to find out the con-
dition of the child, which
is a mandatory.

The Supreme Court has
also issued a verdict in
2017 regarding post-adop-
tive follow up which must
be held under the supervi-
sion of the district collec-
tor in the best interest of
the child.

Mr Achyut Rao demand-
ed immediate action
against the adoptive par-
ents and against the offi-
cials concerned who
failed in conducting post-
adoptive follow ups,
ignoring the guideline
issued by the Supreme
Court.

DCPO (district child
protection officer),
Parwin, speaking to
Deccan Chronicle con-
demned the allegations
made that post-adoptive
follow ups was not done
by the officials of concern

departments.
Ms Parwin said that

right from the time of
Jyothi’s adoption by Mr
Mallesh and Ms Sandhya,
officials were constantly
supervising the situation
of the child. “We also con-
ducted counselling three
times,” she said. As there
is a generation gap
between the child and the
adopted parents, extra
care was taken by the
adoptive parents. The
child might have felt
inconvenient and was not
able to adjust.”

“The last time we spoke
to Jyothi, she was feeling
good and Mallesh and
Sandhya were adjusted
with the child. What
prompted Jyothi to take
that extreme step is not
known,” she said. 

The police has regis-
tered a case and started
an investigation. 

Adopted minor ends life

‘Corner Shot’ at IPS school
VIKRAM SHARMA I DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

The ‘special tactics’ train-
ing for the Indian Police
Service (IPS) probation-
ers at the prestigious
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
National Police Academy
(SVPNPA) has gone up a
few notches. 

I s r a e l - m a d e
CornerShot, which pro-
vides its operator the abil-
ity to observe and engage
targets from behind cover
is the latest addition to
the state-of-the-art arse-
nal at the NPA. It is a sys-
tem platform for top-tier
semi-automatic pistols
like Beretta and Glock 

Presently, CornerShot is
used by military special
operations forces, SWAT
and counter-terrorism
units across the world
and is the most reliable
accessory for the ground
forces.

Sources told Deccan
Chronicle that the
CornerShot along with
the latest simulators have
been acquired by the NPA
as part of upgrading its
arsenal, which is done on
a regular basis. The aim
is to ensure that once the
IPS probationers com-

plete their training
and step out of the acade-
my, they are no less than
the special forces across
the world, in terms of
training and use of state-
of-the-art weapons and
devices.

“CornerShot allows the
user to see and shoot
around corners without
exposing themselves to
return fire by the terror-
ist, which otherwise can
prove deadly for our per-
sonnel. The IPS proba-
tioners are being trained
to use this device, keeping
in view the huge chal-
lenges faced during anti-
terror operations,”

s o u r c e s
explained.

Coming with
a high-resolu-
tion video cam-
era and monitor
through which the
user can view the tar-
gets located around the
corner in real time, the
CornerShot lever allows
the operator to quickly
swivel the weapon system
up to 60º in either direc-
tion and turn it back to
straight just as quickly. It
also comes with a flash
light.

Though the CornerShot
is available with the

National Security Guard
(NSG), officials in anti-
terror operations say that
it will serve the security
forces for decades to
come. “Hopefully by the
time the probationers
complete their training
and pass out of the acade-
my, CornerShot will be
used extensively in anti-
terror operations,”
sources said. 

Husband held; ACB tracking payment made to jeweller

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

Three persons from
Mumbai who smuggled
1.2 kg of gold in the form
of a paste by concealing it
in the rectum were arrest-
ed by the sleuths of
Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence at Rajiv
Gandhi International
Airport on Thursday.

The accused trio had
used morphed Aadhaar
cards with false names
and booked their air tick-
ets to evade suspicion.

On specific intelligence,
the DRI sleuths intercept-
ed the three Mumbai
based passengers – Navin
Gopichand Matlani,

Girish Vinod Sharma and
Chandani Ishwarlal
Karara — at RGI Airport
during early hours on
Thursday, when they were
about to board a flight to
Mumbai from Shamsha-
bad.

The body examination of
the passengers resulted in
the discovery of four ellip-
tical-shaped containers
wrapped with black adhe-
sive tape in their rectum.
The balls were recovered
checked by the sleuths
who analysed the contents
only to find that they con-
tained gold paste with 99.5
per cent purity.

Around 1,235.44 gm of
gold valued at `48,49,062
was extracted from the

gold paste which weigh-
ing 1,420 gm.

DRI sleuths said that
questioning the trio
revealed that they had
flown into Hyderabad and
that they were to deliver
the gold at Mumbai air-
port.

“The trio booked tickets
on fake names and pos-
sessed morphed Aadhaar
cards to hoodwink the
authorities. They also
admitted that the gold was
smuggled into the country
and they did not have any
documents to prove the
licit purchase. The
accused have been arrest-
ed and further investiga-
tion is on,” said a DRI
sleuth.

1.2kg gold in paste form
found in rectums of trio

Baby stolen from
Gandhi Hospital

Visitor rapes married
woman in Vijayawada
DC CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, DEC. 5

A married woman was raped
at Papisettypalem village of
Nekarikallu mandal in
Guntur district late on
Wednesday night. 

According to reports, A.
Balakrishna Naik visited a
house in the village on
Wednesday to meet a person.
The person’s wife informed
him that her husband had
gone out. Naik then forced
himself into the house and

raped the woman before flee-
ing. The woman informed
her husband when he
returned later. They
approached the Nekarikallu
police and lodged a com-
plaint on Thursday.

Sub-inspector K.
Udayabhanu said a case has
been registered and investi-
gation is on. The victim has
been admitted to
Narasaraopet Government
Hospital for medical exami-
nation. The accused has
been taken into custody.  

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC 5:

An 18-month-old boy
was allegedly kid-
napped from the
Gandhi Hospital during
the early hours of
Thursday. The boy
along with his mother
and three siblings were
at the hospital accom-
panying a relative who
was admitted for treat-
ment last month.

Chilkalguda inspector
A.C. Balagangi Reddy
said Radhika, a resi-
dent of Moula Ali area
along with her three
children including the
18-month-old Deepak,
was at the Gandhi
Hospital. She was
assisting her relative.

The woman’s husband
was arrested by the
Saidabad police in a
case of rape and is cur-
rently serving impris-
onment at Chanchal-
guda jail.

The inspector said

that Radhika along
with her children was
staying at the attender
waiting rooms for sev-
eral days.

At around 4 am, the
woman noticed that her
son Deepak was miss-
ing.

“The woman lodged a
complaint and a case of
the kidnap of the minor
has been registered for
the probe,” the inspec-
tor said.

Special teams were
formed to verify the
footage of the CCTV
cameras installed at the
hospital and its premis-
es to identify if the boy
went missing or he was
kidnapped.

There are few
takers for the
the bicycles
offered at
Metro Rail
stations. The
bicycles were
are meant to
be hired by
Metro com-
muters to
cover the last
mile to their
destinations. 

— R. PAVAN

A total waste?

‘CORNER SHOT’

SEES AT NIGHT
■ The rear of a
CornerShot rifle con-
sists of a stock, pistol
grip and monitor for
aiming along with a
fore grip and handle
used for aiming the
front end. The front is
an assembly housing
a pistol with a cam-
era linked to the aim-
ing monitor and
mounts for acces-
sories like tactical
lights. The device has
a day and night oper-
ational ability. 

Special forces
(top) personnel
wield the weapon.
Right: Corner Shot

■ ■ THE MOTHER had
been staying with her
three children at
Gandhi Hospital’s
attender waiting rooms
and taking care of a
relative who was in the
hospital.

■ ■ IT IS the responsibility
of district child protec-
tion officer along with
the district welfare offi-
cer to conduct post-adop-
tive follow ups whenever
a child is adopted.

■ ■ Even after collecting
`6,000 for the purpose,
the officials allegedly did
not go on follow-up visits
to find out the condition
of the child, which is a
mandatory.

Umasankar



DC CORRESPONDENT
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IT minister K.T. Rama Rao
said India’s mindboggling
growth on multiple fronts
is praiseworthy in its own
right. At the same time,
basic problems like access
to electricity, potable
water, toilets and road
connectivity continue to
haunt people, especially
weaker sections of the
society in rural areas.

Mr Rama Rao called
upon young civil servants
to make these problems
their number one priority
towards finding enduring
solutions for them. He was
delivering the keynote
address at a pre-valedicto-
ry function of trainee civil
servants at the Dr MCR
HRD Institute, organised
by the Lal Bahadur
Shastri National Academy
of Administration,
Mussorie, and the Union
department of personnel
and training. 

He said health and edu-
cation sectors, which have
so far neglected concerns
of poorer sections, should

play their role effectively
to empower vulnerable
sections of the society and
help them rise above the
shadows of poverty, igno-
rance, and ill health. He
stressed on use of innova-
tions in administration to
ensure growth that is
inclusive.

He said, “With a sense of
pride, we can say that
India, with its young pop-
ulation is a hot a destina-
tion for investors from
across the globe.”

Mr A.P.V.N. Sharma,
adviser to Governor, who
was the guest of honour,
underlined the need for
mid-course training pro-
grammes covering offi-
cers from different servic-
es to ensure that they
develop a broader vision
and work as one organic
whole.

MCR HRD Institute
Director-General B.P.
Acharya  said top civil ser-
vants, who number 10,000
among two crore employ-
ees, have the rare opportu-
nity to bring qualitative
change in the lives of peo-
ple across the country.
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Against substance
BJP leader D.K. Aruna will undertake a two-day
fast on Dec. 12, 13 demanding ban on sale of
liquor and curbing of drugs in the state

Pichai’s appointment
as Alphabet CEO is

good news for global
Indian leadership

— Boora Narsaiah Goud 
TRS MP

IN BRIEF
Jagan to meet

PM today
Vijayawada: AP Chief

Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy, who reached New

Delhi on Thursday, is expect-
ed to meet Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and BJP
president Amit Shah on

Friday. The meetings assume
significance at a time the

Telugu Desam and the Jana
Sena are making overtures

towards the BJP.

KCR RELEASES
BOOK ON

KALESHWARAM
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

Chief Minister K. Chan-
drasekhar Rao released a
book, Kaleshwaram project:
Telangana Pragathi Ratham,
at the Pragati Bhavan here.
The book has been written by
Chief Minister’s officer on
special duty (irrigation)
Sridhar Deshpande.

Mr Rao congratulated Mr
Deshpande for compiling the
history and comprehensive
information on Kaleswaram
project.

The author writes that Mr
Rao conducte more research
on the project than an engi-
neer could have done. He
pointed out that the project
was completed in a record
three years of time for supply-
ing water to farmers.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

Bharatiya Janata Party
state president Dr K.
Laxman on Thursday hit
out at IT minister K.T.
Rama Rao for saying that
the Centre was not sup-
porting Telangana state.
Dr Laxman called it “dou-
ble standards”.

Dr Laxman dared Mr
Rama Rao to an open
debate on funds released
by the Centre to the state
for development activities
and welfare schemes.

Speaking to the media at
the BJP state headquar-
ters, Dr Laxman alleged
that Mr Rama Rao in his
meeting with Union min-
isters in Delhi praised
them for their support.
But on his return to the
state, he was levelling alle-

gations against the
Centre.

He accused the state gov-
ernment of not releasing
its share of funds for the
construction of railway
projects including the
Kothapalli-Manoharabad
and Akkannapet-Medak
lines.

He said as far as the bul-
let train project is con-
cerned, the state govern-
ment has to first complete
the pending railway proj-
ects by releasing its share
of funds and then request
the Centre for the Bullet
Train.

He alleged that Chief
Minister K. Chandra-
sekhar Rao and his son
Rama Rao are trying to
grab defence lands in the
name of constructing the
new buildings for the
Secretariat and Assembly.

S.A. ISHAQUI I DC
HYDERABAD, DEC 5

Stressing the need for fiscal
discipline, be it for develop-
ment of a state or a busi-
ness house, finance minis-
ter T. Harish Rao on
Thursday said that his per-
ception and role had
changed after he took over
his new job.

While addressing the sec-
ond edition of the
Confederation of Indian
Industries (CII) Telangana’s
CFO Conclave, he described
himself as the Chief
Financial Officer of the
state and said that plugging
wastage is nothing but cre-
ating wealth to that extent.
The theme of the confer-
ence was “Evolve – The New
Age CFOs’.

Speaking on the subject
that the CFO is the organi-
sation builder, strategist
and cultural trendsetter,’
Mr Harish Rao highlighted

the need for CFOs to work
for the development of the
firm rather than trying to
appease the management.
He said, “the onus of steer-
ing the company in the
right direction is on the
CFO. For this, one may have
to take harsh decisions.” 

Recalling his earlier stint
as irrigation minister, he
said that he had urge e to
spend on construction of
irrigation projects but his
perception changed along
with the portfolio since, as a
finance minister and now
he has to think twice before
spending the state finances.
“In the backdrop of the
downtrend in the economy
and also the falling GDP
growth rates, we as finan-
cial officers must find new
resources and also optimize
spending,” Mr Rao said.

Appreciating the steps ini-
tiated by the Centre to
encourage investments, he
expressed concern over the
lack of demand for goods
which was resulting in
industrial distress. 

He felt that the prevailing
conditions are discouraging
new companies from invest-
ing in the country and pur-
chasing power needs to be
increased to spur demand.

S.N.C.N. ACHARYULU I
DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

Telangana power utili-
ties are likely to have
members of the
Legislative Assembly or
the Legislative Council
as chairpersons for the
first time since the
Telangana Rashtra
Samithi came to power
in 2014.

The state government
has issued an ordinance
exempting some posts
from office of profit to
accommodate public
representatives as
chairpersons of public
corporations. In that
list the state govern-
ment has exempted the
chairperson’s posts of
the TS Transmission
Corporation (TSTrans-
co), Telangana State
Power Generation Cor-
poration (TSGenco) and
Telangana State Power
Distribution Compan-
ies (discoms).

At present, Mr Devu-
lapally Prabhakar Rao
is acting chairman and
managing director of

TSTransco and
TSGenco. G Raghuma
Reddy and A Gopal Rao
are acting chairmen
and managing directors
of the southern and
northern discoms
respectively.

On May 30 this year,
the state government
issued orders extending
the term of these three
chairmen and 20 direc-
tors "until further
orders".

TRS circles feel that
the ordinance was
issued to allow MLAs
and MLCs to be
appointed chairpersons
of these corporations. If
Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao
wants to continue with
the incumbent chair-
men, there was no need
to include these posts in

the list for exemption
from office of profit,
they point out.

The three officials
have been in place since
the TRS came to power
in 2014. They have been
credited with playing a
key role in rescuing the
state from the power
crisis and implement-
ing the 24x7 power sup-
ply to the farm sector
for the first time in the
country. Mr Rao has a
lot of confidence in
these three chairmen,
sources said.

Officials say that the
power utilities are dif-
ferent from other corpo-
rations. The MLAs or
MLCs who will be
appointed as chairmen
of these three corpora-
tions should have tech-
nical knowledge of the
power sector.

They said if Mr Rao
decides to appoint pub-
lic representatives as
chairmen to these cor-
porations, the present
CMDs may be re-desig-
nated as vice chairman
and managing direc-
tors.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

The Congress decided
to fight against the
indiscriminate sale of
liquor in the state,
which it said was lead-
ing to increasing crime
against women. 

Telangana Pradesh
Congress Committee
vice-president in a let-
ter to Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao
said that the atrocities

on women had become
common in the state
and the unhindered
sale of liquor was the
main cause,

He said unless liquor
sale was controlled,
crimes against women
will not reduce.

Congress Legislature
Party leader Mallu
Bhatti Vikramarka,
after a meeting on
Thursday, said liquor
was the main reason for
atrocities against

women. He demanded
that the government
control the sale of
liquor and remove per-
mit rooms and belt
shops. He said the CLP
would hold a candle-
light march on Friday.
from Tank Bund to Raj
Bhavan and submit a
memorandum to
Governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan. He said
statewide protests will
held against belt shops
and permit rooms.

DC CORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

Chief Minister  K. Chan-
drasekhar Rao on Thurs-
day decided to construct  a
barrage  at Dummugudem
for hydel power genera-
tion and to store the
Godavari waters.

The CM was speaking at
a review meeting on irri-
gation projects  and water
planning at Pragati
Bhavan here

Mr. Rao told the officials
that there was adequate
water in  the Godavari at
Dummugudem and water
flows  for 150 days in a
year. He asked the officials
to take steps to construct a
barrage to store 37 tmc ft
of water and set up a hydel
power plant to generate
320 MW of power.

The CM has instructed
the officials to design the
barrage in such way that it
requires less land acquisi-
tion  and can store  water
in the river itself.

The CM decided that
from the next year the gov-
ernment will lift 3 tmc ft
daily from Kaleswaram to
Mid Manair project,  and 2
tmc ft from there to
Mallannasagar.

The CM wanted tenders
for both the works to be
invited by the month end.
It was estimated that to lift
3 tmc water to Dummu-
gudem and Mid Manair,
up to `14,000 crore would
be required.

MLAs may get
power thrones
Officers heading power utilities may
lose out after new rules come in place

Cong. plans booze fight

Focus on rural
problems: KTR

Laxman peeved
by KTR criticism

STATE TO BUILD
HYDEL UNIT AT
DUMMUGUDEM

Harish Rao sees himself as
CFO, feels the shoe pinch

■ ■ THE HEADS of
Transco, Genco and the
discoms, in place since
2014, are credited with
playing a key role in
rescuing the state from
the power crisis. Finance minister T. Harish

Rao speaks at an event
organised by the
Confederation of Indian
Industry.
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Farmers’ woes
Pawan Kalyan says AP government
should focus on farmer issues instead
of introducing English medium in schools

Pawan Kalyan never
consulted the

Opposition when
Naidu was CM

— Ambati Rambabu 
YSRC leader

IN BRIEF

3 OFFICERS
IN LINE TO BE

CHIEF SECY
IREDDY SRINIVAS REDDY I DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 4

Curiosity is running high in
IAS circles with regard to the
appointment of a successor to
Chief Secretary S.K. Joshi
retiring on December 31.

It’s possible that Mr Joshi
could get an extension. If not,
the Chief Minister will choose
a new Chief Secretary from
among the three senior IAS
officers. Most of those in the
know believe Mr Joshi is
unlikely to get an extension,
else the government would
have written to the Union
department of personnel and
training (DoPT), which is
under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, to obtain per-
mission for his extension of
service.

As far as anyone knows, this
has not been done

Special chief secretaries of
energy and revenue, Mr Ajay
Misra and Mr Somesh Kumar
respectively, and a 1983-batch
IAS officer, Mr Binoy Kumar,
who is currently on Central
deputation, are the front run-
ners for the post.

If the Chief Minister wants
a woman in the post, then
either Ms Chitra
Ramachandran or Ms Pushpa
Subramanyam is likely to get
the post.

The names of Mr B.P.
Acharya, Mr Suresh Chanda
and special chief secretary,
environments and forest,
Rajeshwar Tiwari, are also
being mentioned, but sources
said they are unlikely to be
considered for the top post.

KASHMIRI
STUDENTS IN
FEE TROUBLE

KANIZA GARARI I DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 4

Seven hundred and eighty
four students from Jammu
and Kashmir have not been
able to pay their fees for dis-
tance education courses of
Maulana Azad National Urdu
University (Manuu) for the
academic year 2019-20.

University officials say some
of the students are still not
reachable due to problems of
connectivity, while others
have stated that they do not
have money to pay the fees.

Students have enrolled in
Manuu from various parts of
the country for courses in
mass communication, science,
social science and humanities.
Mauu also offers post-gradu-
ate courses in the distance
education mode.

Manuu officers in Jammu
and Kashmir have in the last
one month tried to reach out
to 1,048 students in Jammu.
Following this, 856 of them
have paid their fee. The
remaining 192 are yet to be
contacted.

With regard to Kashmir,
1,149 of 1,747 students have
paid their fee. 598 are yet to do
so. A senior officer explained,
“We sent out an alert to stu-
dents in the first week of
November. At that time, some
of them got back saying they
do not have money for paying
the fee. We then asked them to
pay a part of the amount,” he
pointed out. 

Distance Education Director
Professor Abul Kalam said,
“We want the students to com-
plete their academic year. For
this reason, we are trying to
reach out and counsel them.
Whenever there is a gap in the
fee paid, we are trying to sort
out the issue with help from
others. It is the last semester
for many of the J&K stu-
dents,” Mr Kalam pointed out

The post-graduate course fee
is `4,800 per month. The fee
for under graduate courses
varies from `2,500 to `5,000.

■ ■ 1,149 of 1,747 students
have paid their fee. 598 are
yet to do so. The PG course
fee is `4,800 per month. The
fee for UG courses varies from
`2,500 to `5,000 per month.

With the Christmas spirit in the air, carol singing was organised at Ravindra Bharati, Hyderabad, on
Thursday. — DEEPAK DESHPANDE

Spirit of Christmas

DC CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, DEC. 5 

Debt Recovery Tribunal-II,
Chennai, has served
notice on Ms Y. Padma,
wife of BJP MP Y. S.
Sujana Chowdary and five
others for recovery of
`169.90 crore. It has direct-
ed them to appear before it
either in person or
through an advocate on
Dec. 16 at 11.00 am.

The notice, related to the
case of IDBI Bank
Limited, Chennai, versus
Sujana Universal
Industries Limited, asks
the six defendants to show
cause as to why reliefs
prayed for should not be
granted. 

The other defendants in
the case include:
Gottumukkala Srinivasa
Raju, S.T. Prasad, S.
Dhanalakshmi, Sujana
Capital Service Limited
and Explair Electricals (P)
Limited of Hyderabad.

Mr Sujana Chowdary has
joined the BJP from the
Telugu Desam after the
debacle of the Lok Sabha
elections.

K.M.P. PATNAIK I DC
R.V. NAGAR

(VISAKHAPATNAM

AGENCY), DEC. 5

While hardliner Sri
Lankan President
Gotabaya Rajapaksha
was assuring Indian
media of the develop-
ment of Tamils in north
Sri Lanka, a group of
Tamils from Jaffna was
celebrating the forty-
ninth birthday of
V e e r a s w a m y
Karunanidhi on a foggy
evening in RV Nagar
close to Lammasinghi,
which otherwise is
known as the coldest
place in Andhra
Pradesh. 

Karunanidhi was a 10
year-old child when his
parents, along with hun-
dreds of others, were
repatriated to Chinta-
palle in 1981. These
Tamils, mostly Dalits
from Salem district,
were being persecuted
by LTTE cadres and the
armed forces of the
Jayawardene regime. 

Much before the offi-
cial intervention in the
LTTE strife for inde-
pendence with the
Lankan government,
Indira Gandhi decided
to repatriate the poor
among them. All of
them were brought on
ships to Rameswaram
camp in 1981 and from
there dispersed to
Odisha, Karnataka and
several parts of Andhra
Pradesh.

They were put in the
temporary shacks with
no assurance of employ-
ment or sustenance. The
illiterate and poverty-
stricken families were
shifted to new projects
where they could find
reasonable employment
to make ends meet, tem-
porarily.

Around 40 families
were shifted to remote
agency villages in RV
Nagar and Erravaram
camps close to
Lammasinghi (popular-
ly known as
Lambasinghi), about 140

kilometres from
Visakhapatnam. They
were put in the AP
Forest Development
Corporation (APFDC)
abandoned quarters and
the adults were asked to
work in the coffee plan-
tations which were start-
ed then. 

The employment was
only for four months and
rest of the year they had
to search for work for
survival. However,
Christian missionaries
offered clothes and
rations and enrolled the
children in Santi
Sadhana High School,
the only English medi-
um school in that area.

The camp was cut off
from the general tribal
society and repatriates
never sought any finan-
cial help from the local
population. As they
began adjusting to the
new life, the outlawed
Maoists, who were in
full swing in the agency,
began threatening them
with their lives if they
passed any information
about their movements
to the armed police. On
the other hand, the elite
forces, the Greyhounds,

tormented them for
information on the
Naxals.

“We were sandwiched
between the police and
the Maoists and then
decided to approach the
government to shift us
back to Jaffna or Salem
in Tamil Nadu. We got
no response and pre-
sumed we were forgot-
ten people,’’
Karunanidhi said.

They saw the first ray
of hope when the former
sub-collector at Paderu
and present CEO of
APMSS, S. Solomon
Arokia Raj (a native of
Tamil Nadu) put them in
the category of
Scheduled Castes by
issuing Adi Dravida cer-
tificates to all the resi-
dents of the camp.

“We got shelter in the
APFDC quarters and it
was followed by
issuance of Aadhar
cards, ration cards and
voter identity cards.
This give us confidence
to lead rest of our lives
in this remote village,’’
said Ms Rasamma, 70,
who suffered at the
hands of the Lankan
Army.

She says all the fami-
lies have been leading a
comfortable life with
their bare minimum
needs being fulfilled
without seeking finan-
cial aid either from gov-
ernment agencies or pri-
vate lenders.

Most of the elders, who
told this correspondent
in 2004 that they were
eager to move back to
Jaffna or Salem, said
they have come to terms
with the situation and
find Vizag agency as
their new home and
hope to continue to live
till their children find
employment in cities.

They said there was no
point in going back to
Salem where their lands
have been grabbed by
people or to Attan in
Jaffna, Sri Lanka, with
which they have lost all
contact over these four
decades.

“Vizag is our home.
Why should we go to
Salem or Jaffna,” asked
Tabadhi Veeraswamy,
33, younger sister of
Karunanidhi, now
employed in the state
health department as an
auxiliary midwife nurse.
She obtained her post
graduate degree in
anthropology from the
GITAM University and
is the first repatriate to
get a government job.

The charming and
hyperactive woman,
married to an adivasi of
the Araku Valley, said
their generation, born
in the remote hills of
Chintapalle, is not
dreaming of becoming
civil servants, doctors or
engineers. They are pur-
suing professional
courses offered after
Intermediate and hope
to join government serv-
ices that would enhance
their social stature and
help them become part
of the mainstream.

“Till then, we will rear
sheep, cattle and fetch
forest produce when
there is no work in the
coffee plantations,’’
Karunanidhi said. 

ADITYA CHUNDURU I DC
HYDERABAD, DEC-04

India seems to have a
10-year-old “freedom
fighter” using its rail-
way services for free.

Indeed, according to
the Comptroller and
Auditor General’s
report on the Indian
Railways, which was
recently tabled in the
Parliament, the
Railways has a huge
problem with people
claiming tickets at con-
cession prices. 

Between 2015 and
2018, nearly 1.5 lakh
people travelled on con-
cessional tickets given
to freedom fighters and
their companions, cost-
ing the exchequer more
than `1,700 crore in
total. The youngest of
the recipients of this
concession was aged

only 10, says the report. 
Freedom fighters and

their widows are issued
complimentary card
passes on a life time
basis for free travel in
first class and 2AC
coaches along with a
companion. 

The CAG’s report sug-
gests a major misuse of
the concessions. Nearly
21 per cent of all “free-
dom fighters” were
found to be younger
than 70 i.e., after 1947. 

As many as 1,302 male
passengers and 1,898
female passengers trav-
elled using these con-
cessions. Of these, 1,096
male and 580 females
were not even 60 years
old. 

The CAG report notes,
in its report, states the
passenger reservation
system does not have a
required input valida-

tion control to prevent
the misuse of conces-
sions benefits to ineligi-
ble persons. There are
15 instances wherein
the numerical code of
the freedom fighter
pass was entered as ‘0’. 

The report also has
data on the concessions
in general. It observes
that use of concessions
has been more in AC
coaches than in those
without non-AC.

The report notes that
the Indian Railways did
not take adequate steps
to control concessions.
It says the concessions
could have been discon-
tinued in new cate-
gories of trains, howev-
er this too was not done.
“In trains where it was
initially not allowed,
concessions were
allowed subsequently,”
it says. 

AP home for Lanka’s
‘nowhere people’
Dalits were persecuted by LTTE, Lankan Army

Sujana’s wife
gets debt
panel notice

Kid, 10, dubbed freedom
fighter, gets railway sop

A Lankan Tamil family in RV Nagar, close to
Lammasinghi, near Chintapalle in the
Visakhapatnam agency. — DC



RABINDRA NNATH
CHOUDHURY II DDC
BHOPAL, DEC 5

In what must be some
kind of a record, onion is
selling at `168 in Satna, a
city in north Madhya
Pradesh. 

“The price of onion has
broken the 23-year-old
record. The highest price
before this was in 1996
when it was sold at `100
per kg”, Manas Mishra, a
trader in the Lalta Chowk
vegetable mandi, told this
newspaper on Thursday.

The freshly harvested
onion procured from
Nasik in Maharashtra is
sold at `120 per kilo in the
city. The MP stock is
older, and his preferred to
the fresh harvest.

MP is second largest
onion producing state
after Maharashtra in the
country. The state has
produced 37,21,610 metric
tonnes of onion in the
last Kharif season, or 17
per cent of the country’s
total onion output.

In district headquarters
of Indore, the financial
capital of Madhya
Pradesh, carrot has
replaced onion in ‘poha’,
the quintessential break-
fast of people of the city.
A plate of poha, made of
flattened rice, sells at `10-
15 per plate. “No dish on
earth can replace poha,”
a local said. In the MP

capital of Bhopal, onions
are being sold at `140 per
kilo in the retail market.
Onions have disappeared
in the salad served in
restaurants in different
parts of MP. “Onion pro-
duction in the current
kharif in MP has been hit
due to heavy rains, forc-
ing the state to depend on
Maharashtra to meet its
onion needs currently”,
an official said.

SUDHIR SSURYAWANSHI
I DDC
MUMBAI, DEC. 5

Onion prices are about
to hit a double century
soon. Supply of onions
has reduced by almost 80
per cent, resulting in
their prices skyrocket-
ing across the country.

Asia’s largest onion
market — Lasalgaon —
received a mere 5,200
quintals of onion on
Thursday against its
daily average supply of
12,000 to 15,000 quintals.
One quintal is equal to
100 kg.

The price at the
Lasalgaon market was
`10,000 per quintal,
while at the Vashi mar-
ket near Mumbai,
onions were sold at
between `80 and `130
per kg. In the retail mar-
ket, onion was being
sold at `140 to `160 per
kg.

“The untimely rainfall
and hailstorm is a major
reason behind rising
onion prices. The rain-
fall has not only dam-
aged the old buffer onion
stock but also the new
arrivals,” said
Nanasaheb Patil, former
chairman of Lasalgaon
Agriculture Produce
Market Committee
(APMC). 

Lasalgaon is 200 km
from Mumbai and is
known for supplying
onions across the coun-
try. 

“The prices of onion
will cool down by mid-
January 2020 while it
will stabilise in
February-end or the first
week of March 2020. The
Centre may import
onions but the demand
is so high that it will not
be easy to bring down
onion prices soon,” Mr
Patil added.

Mr Ashok Walunje,
onion wholesale trader
at Vashi APMC, said
onions from
Turkmenistan and
Egypt are in the market
but there are hardly any
takers for these import-
ed varieties.

“The taste of the
imported onions do not
match our onions, par-
ticularly the Nashik
onion. Our onions can
be used in gravies,
masalas and salads,” Mr
Walunje said.

Mr Patil blamed
untimely rains and bad
weather for the disrup-
tion in the onion supply
cycle. “From October to
December, Lasalgaon
onions are high on sup-
ply. Then in January, it
is taken over by those
grown in Solapur and
Pune,” he said.

Mr Narendra
Warankar, a wholesale
onion trader, said so far
onions were being pro-
cured from Rajasthan
and Gujarat, but supply
from both the states has
gone down. “There is no
rabi supply while that of
the kharif season has
also not been satisfacto-
ry. The mismatch in
demand and supply has
resulted in the rise of
onion prices,” Mr
Warankar said.
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Healthcarel
Govt healthcare institutions can 
consider developing training courses 
for caregivers: Ram Nath Kovind 

I have raised
demonetisation 
and GST issues 

in peoples Interest
— Shatrughan Sinha,

Congress leader

SHORT TAKES

From Page 1

The matter was discussed
at a meeting of
Opposition parties on
Thursday afternoon in
which many opined that
while the Shiv Sena may
vote however it wanted,
the Opposition focus
should be on building the
correct narrative for the
Bill. The meeting was
held at Rajya Sabha
Leader of Opposition
Ghulam Nabi Azad’s
office in Parliament, and
was attended by almost
all Opposition parties:
TMC, DMK, SP, NCP and
the Left. Assam Congress
leader Ripun Bora was
asked to brief the leaders
on the Bill to give a cor-
rect perspective. A senior
leader said it was under-
stood that the Shiv Sena
would later take a deci-
sion. Rather than decide

which way a party should
vote, a strong narrative
needed to be built on
problems with the Bill
and how it was against
the Constitution.

“BJP is trying to cloud
the whole conversation,”
Derek O’Brien of the
Trinamool Congress said. 

“We must have a clear
communication strategy
till Sunday to get across
to the people of the coun-
try.” He added that the
Opposition will appoint a
leader each to set the
right narrative.

According to O’Brien,
his party’s opposition to
the Bill was that it was
anti-tribal. “It is a cheap
political stunt,” he said. 

“How can you have mul-
tiple standards of citizen-
ship for the same coun-
try?” For us, NRC and
CAB are not separate
issues,” he added.

Oppn. focuses on
narrative in RS

Traders expect prices to drop only in mid-January despite importing from Turkmenistan and Egypt

Congress leaders P. Chidambaram and Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury stage a protest
against hike in onion prices at Parliament, in New Delhi on Thursday. — PTI

Record `168 price
in MP’s Satna

Onion price to cross `200 across nation
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“I believe that the
Congress and some other
parties are better
equipped to pull the econ-
omy out of the slowdown
and push economic
growth, but we have to
wait for better times,” he
added.
He also questioned PM
Narendra Modi’s “unusu-
al silence” on the issue
adding that Mr Modi’s
silence had left his minis-
ters to indulge in “bluff
and bluster”.
On a question about

industrialist Rahul
Bajaj’s remarks that peo-
ple were scared to criti-
cise the government,
Chidambaram said:
“There is fear every-
where. Media is also
gripped with fear”.
The senior Congress
leader is also a former
home minister and said
he would like to visit
Kashmir if the govern-
ment allowed.
He said his first thoughts
upon his release were
with the Kashmiri people
who “have been denied
their basic freedoms since

August 4, 2019”.
Asked if parallels can be
drawn between the gov-
ernment’s assurances on
Kashmir and on the econ-
omy, Chidambaram said
no: as far as economy is
concerned “the reason is
incompetence while in
Kashmir it is the govern-
ment’s arrogance”.
On the withdrawal of SPG
cover for the Gandhis,
Chidambaram said if the
government believed that
the Gandhi family did not
require SPG protection,
“then that is a cross the
government has to bear”.

Why is Modi silent, asks PC
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“Guruji had played this
tribal card and realised
that such polarisation
does not work,” he
added. Asked about the
chance of joining hands
with AJSU, the CM said,
“all options were open.”
The BJP never consid-
ered any political outfit
“untouchable.” “In poli-
tics, there should always
be an alternative,” he
said. 

The signal was some-
what clear: the “confi-
dent” CM may not be
confident about forming
a government on his
own. Then, quickly put-
ting on his “confident”
face, he claimed that of
the 82 Assembly seats,
“we are achieving our
target of 65 plus.”

On Saryu Roy, the CM
only said: ”Everyone has
a right to contest.”

BJP CLAIMS
POLARISATION
WON’T WORK

New Delhi, Dec. 5: “Does
she eat avocado?” quipped
former finance minister P,
Chidambaram, who
arrived in Parliament on
Thursday after spending
106 days in Tihar jail,
when asked to comment
on finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman’s
comment that her family
didn’t eat onion much.

Speaking at a press con-
ference later,
Chidambaram said that
his comments on the
finance minister was not

“sarcastic”. “I was not
sarcastic, I was quoting
her. They should have
planned in advance, what
is the point of importing
(onion) now, when will
they arrive. But if the
finance minister says I
don't eat onions, that
shows the mindset of this
government,” he said.

On Wednesday when
asked by an MP if she ate
onions, Sitharaman had
said, “I belong to a family
which does not eat onion
and garlic.”

The government had on
Wednesday said that the
state-run trading firm
MMTC has placed another
onion import order of
4,000 tonnes from Turkey
and the shipments are
expected to reach by mid-
January.

This is in addition to
17,090 tonnes of onions
already contracted, which
includes 6,090 tonnes from
Egypt and 11,000 tonnes
from Turkey, it said in a
statement.

— PTI

PC on Nirmala’s remark:
Does she eat avacado? NAYEAR AAZAD II DDC 

PATNA, DEC. 5

Jan Adhikar Party (JAP)
convener Pappu Yadav
stood outside Bihar
Deputy Chief Minister
Sushil Kumar Modi’s pri-
vate residence in Patna
on Thursday and sold
onion for `30 per kg.

In many districts, Gaya
and Bhagalpur, onions
are being sold in the mar-
ket for about `110 to `120
per kg. Sources said that
officials who have been
tracking the rising price
trend are recording
lower figures in their
files for official purposes.  

While talking to
reporters in Patna, Mr
Yadav termed the onion
crisis as “artificial” and
“sponsored by black mar-
keteers”. He claimed had
sold over 4 tonnes of
onions within two days
in Patna. 

“I will continue to sell
onion at a low rate until
the the price comes
down. I have also decided
to sell onion to students
and poor people at `25
per kg. The government
has completely failed in
controlling the rising
onion price. In my view,
the crisis is artificial and
black marketers are
earning heavy profit
from this”, the former
MP said.

PAPPU YADAV
SELLS ONIONS AT
SUSHIL’S HOUSE

■ ■ Untimely rains and
bad weather are said to
be reasons for the dis-
ruption in the onion sup-
ply cycle

SANJAY SSAMUEL PPAUL
AND KK. KKALYAN KKRISHNA
KUMAR II DDC
HYDERRABAD,
VIJAYAWADA, DEC. 5

Good quality onions are
selling for `170 in the
retail market in the city,
which is something of a
record. No one can
remember the bulb get-
ting so expensive, and
traders expect it to go fur-
ther up.

Good quality onions are
those that have rested for
about 120 days. To cash in
on the shortage, traders
are rushing in freshly-
harvested onions that are
more damp and therefore
cost less. While good qual-
ity onions were priced at
`15,000 per 100 kg in the
wholesale market, normal
and low quality was sold
at `6,000. There is a huge
demand in December due
to the wedding season and
parties. Market sources
said there is a crunching
shortage of onions. “We
used to get 50 to 70 truck-
loads of onion, it has fall-
en to 20 now,” said a
source. The best market
predictions say that onion
will become cheaper only
in January.

In AP, many wholesalers
and supermarkets have
stopped purchasing
onions, which now cost
`150 per kg in retain. And
this in a state which has
the second largest onion
market in Kurnool. Onion
costs `135 in the whole-
sale market. In
Vijayawada's five Rythu

Bazaars, only 220 bags of
onions were available and
there were long queues of
customers at the outlets. 

Ms Pasupulete Shalini, a
homemaker from
Begumpet, “I have
stopped using onion. My
daughter is choosy about
her food but is ready to
compromise.”

Mr Thakur Neeraj Singh
of Begum Bazaar lives in
a joint family with 24

members. The family con-
sumes 100 kg of onions a
month. “We are helpless,”
he said.

Mr Ahmed bin Abri, a
resident of Hyderabad,
said, “Everybody is suffer-
ing, hotels are charging
`20 for a few slices of
onion.”“Chapati and
onions make the whole
meal for the poor,” said
Ms Beyniaz Edulji, a
homemaker.

Good quality onion costs
`170 in Hyderabad market

D. SSIVA RRAMI RREDDY II DDC
KURNOOL, DEC. 5

While people in the rest of
the country are complain-
ing, onion farmers never
had it so good. Call it cli-
mate change or late sow-
ing, farmers and commis-
sion agents in Kurnool
are harvesting record
returns. The Kurnool
market yard, the leading
market in south india for
onions, recorded the high-
est rate of `13,010 per
quintal, the highest in its
history on Thursday, said
market yard secretary R.
Jayalakshmi. 

This is nearly nine times
the highest price that
onion fetched last year.

As much as 130 tonnes of
onion changed hands in
the matter of a few hours.
Price depended on quality.
The minimum bid in the
market was `3,000 per
quintal. The mean price
realisation was `9,500.

Ms Jayalakshmi said
there was a 30 per cent

increase in arrivals at the
market, from 100 tonnes
on Wednesday to 130
tonnes and Thursday. 

“The demand from West
Bengal is more. Orders
are pouring in. I expect
the heightened activity
for the next 10 more days,”
she said.

Asked who was making
the most money, she said
that commission agents
are having a field day.
They get four per cent
commission on onions
against two per cent on
other vegetables. 

Month/Year HHighest 

July 14-15 `2,300

Aug. 15-16 `5,800

July 16-17 `1,240

Nov. 17-18 `4,700

Oct. 18-19 `1,500

Dec. 19-29 `13,010

CLIMBING A PEAK

KURNOOL FARMERS MAKE FORTUNES

IN A FIRST, 
PRICE RISES TO
`100 IN DELHI
DC CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 5

The price of onion may
the `100 mark for the first
time ever in the national
capital.

Onions are selling in the
range of `70 to `100 a kg
in different markets. In
Mayur Vihar Extension
in east Delhi, onions were
selling for `80 a kg. In
Saket, south Delhi, it
would set the buyer back
by `90 a kg. In
Kamlanagar, north Delhi,
a retailer was selling it at
`70 a kg.

Sources said onion had
never cost more than `100
per kg in the capital. That
may change this time.

TMC RAISES
ONION PRICES

ISSUE IN LS
New Delhi, Dec. 5; Trinamul
MP Sudip Bandyopadhyay on
Thursday said the Centre
should ask states to ensure
that there was no hoarding of
onions.

Raising the issue during the
Zero Hour in the Lok Sabha,
Bandyopadhyay said the price
of onion had reached an
extreme height and it was a
serious issue.

The Trinamul leader said
hoarding was the cause of
price rise of onion and added
that enforcement department
should check on hoarding of
onions.

Bandyopadhyay termed it a
failure of the government,
saying rising prices had gone
out of limit and “we all con-
demn it”.

Prices of onion in many
places have crossed Rs 100 per
kg because of less production.

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had on
Wednesday said in the Lok
Sabha that the government
had taken several steps to
check rising prices of onion
and also initiated steps to
improve technology for better
storage of the kitchen staple.

Attributing shortage to low
production, the minister had
said there were severe “struc-
tural problems” related to
onions.

JNU STUDENTS
TO BOYCOTT

EXAMS
New Delhi, Dec. 5 The
Jawaharlal Nehru University
Students’ Union (JNUSU) have
decided to boycott semester-
end examinations, scheduled
to begin from December 12,
and go for complete suspen-
sion of academic activities in
protest over the hostel fee
hike, according to a resolution
adopted by it on Thursday.

The JNU administration,
however, said the examina-
tions will be conducted
according to schedule so that
academic careers of thou-
sands of students are saved.

Members of JNUSU and
JNU Teachers' Association
met NCP MP Supriya Sule on
Thursday and urged her to
raise issues concerning the
university in Parliament. Sule
later tweeted a picture of her
with the representatives of
the JNUSU and JNUTA.

The union has decided to go
on a Shiksha Bachao Padyatra
from JNU to Rashtrapati
Bhawan to submit a deposi-
tion to the President, who is
also a visitor to the university. 

VIEWS SOUGHT
FOR CRIMINAL

LAW OVERHAUL
New Delhi, Dec. 5: The
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) has asked all state gov-
ernments to send their sugges-
tions for a major overhaul and
recasting of the Indian Penal
Code and the CrPC, officials
said on Thursday.

The new structure and con-
tent of criminal laws will be
citizen centric and will reflect
the aspirations of a modern
democracy and provide for
speedy justice, especially to
the weaker sections of society,
an official said.

The Bureau of Police
Research and Development
may undertake review of the
laws such as the IPC, CrPC,
Indian Evidence Act and the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Act.

The BPRD will constitute a
suitable working or consulta-
tive group and submit a
report.

The laws should reflect the
modern reality and the
revised laws should be in
accordance with democratic
aspirations of the people and
provide speedy justice to
women, children and weaker
sections of the people, another
official said.

YUSUF JJAMEEL II DDC
SRINAGAR, DEC. 5

On Wednesday, tens of
thousands of WhatsApp
users in Kashmir abrupt-
ly began disappearing
from the freeware, leaving
behind only phone num-
ber “left” message.

Soon rumour spread
across the Valley and
beyond purporting that
only those users of
WhatsApp whose internet
connections have been
restored by the authori-
ties after their furnishing
bonds that they will not
access any social media
are leaving it.

“Seems many people are
able to access Internet
from Kashmir, has it

something to do with the
Internet bond?” wrote one
of the participants of
‘Kashmir Observer’, the
WhatsApp group created
by a Srinagar English
daily.

No one actually knew
why and how people in the
restive Valley where inter-
net services are not avail-
able since August 5 when
the Centre stripped
Jammu and Kashmir of

its special status and split
it up into two Union
Territories are leaving
WhatsApp abruptly and
explicitly.

Interestingly, even sever-
al people incarcerated by
the authorities and lodged
in jails in and outside the
Valley too were shown on
WhatsApp as those exit-
ing it.

Facebook, which owns
the  cross-platform mes-
saging and Voice over IP
service, soon cleared the
air saying the disappear-
ances were the result of
WhatsApp’s policy on
inactive accounts. It said,
“To maintain security and
limit data retention,
WhatsApp accounts gen-
erally expire after 120

days of inactivity. When
that happens, those
accounts automatically
exit their WhatsApp
groups.”

Its spokesman also said
that people will need to be
re-added to groups upon
regaining access to the
Internet and joining
WhatsApp again. 

A Kashmiri journalist
and author Gowhar
Geelani while reacting to
the development tweeted
“Tens of thousands of
Kashmiris disappear from
WhatsApp due to the
absence of Internet and
lack of access to the appli-
cation for 120 days-four
months. The WhatsApp
map is now minus
Kashmir!”

Thousands of users disappear
from WhatsApp in Kashmir

Freeware says names of inactive users deletedTECH | THAT

■ ■ Interestingly, even sev-
eral people incarcerated
by the authorities and
lodged in jails in and out-
side the Valley too were
shown on WhatsApp as
those exiting it.


