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Time stands still in this
holiest of the holy places
in Jharkhand: village
Ulihatu, the birthplace of
Birsa Bhagwan. Cutting
across parties, state politi-
cians visit, eulogise Birsa
Munda, and seek votes in
his name. But when it
comes to development and
infrastructure, things
have moved at a snail’s
pace. Ulihatu is in the
Tamar assembly and the
Naxalite “red corridor”,
and the BJP has never
won here, for muscular
nationalism and aggres-
sive Hindutva had never
found much purchase.

Employment and job-
lessness are perennial
issues whose dark shad-
ows have only lengthened
with time. Since Jharkh-
and’s formation there has
been a steady exodus of
youths from here. Though
the BJP government pro-
vided “roads and electrici-
ty”, unemployment remai-
ns “our major concern”, a
local resident said. 

There are hardly any
BJP flags or posters of sit-
ting MLA Rita Devi
Munda. But posters of
Vikas Munda, who
switched from AJSU to
become a JMM-Congress-
RJD candidate are visible
at prominent places.

Locals are also miffed at
the failed “attempts” to
amend the Chota Nagpur
Tenancy Act and the
Santhal Pargana Tenancy
Act, which they claim
intended to snatch from
“prakarti (nature)” for
sale to “outsiders”. These
efforts triggered the
revival of the ‘Pathalgarhi
movement’.  Ulihatu is
one of many villages
where one can find green
Pathalgarhi slabs notify-
ing the Constitution’s spe-
cial provisions under the
Fifth Schedule. The gov-
ernment claims that Nax-
als are misusing the age-
old practice of demarcat-
ing gram sabha territory.

■ Page 99: BBJP ppleas ffall oon
deaf eears 

LAND ISSUES
LIKELY TO COST
BJP DEARLY

PARMOD KKUMAR || DDC
NEW DELHI, DEC. 6

The All India Muslim
Personal Law Board (AIM-
PLB) on Friday said that
the Ayodhya verdict,
which stated that the
entire disputed site must
be handed over to a trust
for the construction of
Lord Rama’s temple, was a
“failure rather than a ful-
filment of complete jus-
tice” as the judgment was
“contrary to law and self-
contradictory”.

Pointing to a number of
“illegalities and inaccura-
cies”, the petition seeking
the review of November 9
verdict also claimed that
the judgment was “viola-
tive of the complete justice
that was invoked”.

Petitions seeking the
reconsideration of Novem-
ber 9 judgment were filed
by Maulana Mahfooz-
urahman, Misdahuddin,
Mohd. Umar, Ahadf,
Hasbollah, Hazi Mahboob.
All six petitioners are
backed by the AIMPLB.

“The judgment is flawed
in privileging peace over
justice while not appreci-
ating that there could be
no peace without justice,”
read the petitions seeking
the reconsideration of
Ayodhya verdict.

“By giving the title of the
disputed site to the idol of
Ram Lalla”, the petitions
read, the Supreme Court
judgment “appears to
have rewarded the Hindu
parties for all the illegali-
ties committed by then
throughout particularly
in 1932, 1949 and 1992
including preventing
Muslims from offering

prayers at the mosque.”
At the outset, the peti-

tioners backed by AIM-
PLB said that they were
seeking the reconsidera-
tion of the verdict in their
“quest for justice” and
“not to disturb the peace”
but in the “spirit” that any
“peace must be conducive
to justice.”

The petitioners have
emphasised on peace in
the wake of a statement by
Muslim intelligentsia
appealing against seeking
the reconsideration of the
verdict in the larger inter-
est of peace and tranquilli-
ty.  

The AIMPLB-backed
petitions would see senior
counsel Rajeev Dhavan
and Zafaryab Jilani argu-
ing their case if they are
heard in open court.

Normally review peti-
tions are decided by
judges in their chambers
by circulation. However,
in some cases, the peti-
tions seeking reconsidera-
tion of a verdict are heard
in the open court.  

6 seek review of
Ayodhya verdict
Claim Nov. 9 judgment condoned illegalities

SRIDHAR 
KUMARASWAMI || DDC
NEW DELHI, DEC. 6

South American nation
Ecuador on Friday con-
firmed that controversial
“godman” Nithyananda
visited Ecuador recently
but denied that he was
given asylum or that any
land had been sold to him.
India, meanwhile, on
Friday said it had cancelled
his passport over a year
ago, and it had “sensitised”
Indian missions to keep
foreign governments infor-
med about Nithyananda’s
antecedents. 

The rape-accused self-
styled godman fled the
country without a passport
and he may have fled
through Nepal. Sources in
Ecuador said Nithyana-
nada had recently visited
the country “as a tourist”.

In an official statement
from New Delhi, Equador
said: “The Embassy of
Ecuador categorically
denies ... that self styled
Guru Nithyananda was
given asylum by Ecuador
or has been helped by the
government of Ecuador in
purchasing any land or
island in South America

near or far from Ecuador.
Moreover, Ecuador denied
the request for internation-
al personal protection (ref-
uge) made by Nithyananda
before Ecuador and later
on, Nithyananda left Ecua-
dor presumably on his way
to Haiti. All the informa-
tion published in India, is
based on the information
which allegedly has been
sourced from kailaasa.org,
a website which is suppos-
edly maintained by Nithya-
nanda or by his people.”

On reports that the “god-
man” had through his web-
site declared a separate
“nation” on an island pur-
chased by his followers,
MEA spokesperson Rave-
esh Kumar said: “Setting
up a website is different
from creating a nation.”

“When we got informa-
tion about the cases pend-
ing against him, what we
did was that we cancelled
his passport first,” he said.
“Then he applied for a
fresh passport which was
denied. There was an adve-
rse police report. We have
asked our missions to sen-
sitise the local government
that if he happens to transit
through that country, they
should let us know.”

Ecuador: No land
for Nithyananda

BATTLEGROUND
JHARKHAND

● “The judgment is
flawed in privileging
peace over justice
while not appreciat-
ing that there could
be no peace without
justice,” read the
petitions seeking
reconsideration of
the Ayodhya verdict.
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God’s will
Hindupur MLA N. Balakrishna sees
God in the police for executing His
will on the accused in the Disha case

SRIRAM KKARRI || DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 6

On Facebook, armchair
activism and pent-up out-
rage of over a week trans-
formed Friday morning,
and erupted into a euphor-
ic celebration of blood-
lust. 

Middle-class people, par-
ents, women, lawyers,
engineers, doctors, youth,
even senior citizens with
grandchildren came
together, cutting across
their differences of prefer-
ence over iOS and
Android, celebrated in
unison an encounter in
which four accused in
Disha rape and murder
case were killed early
morning on the city’s out-
skirts by Telangana
police.

“Last night, was having a
discussion that no action
had still been taken by

police. I feared this would
end up like Nirbhaya case.
But when I got up in the
morning, I heard all four
accused were encounter-
ed. I got up with a big
smile. I couldn’t tell how
happy I was. As a girl, it
was heart-breaking to
have read about the brutal
crime. I have been telling
my sisters, these crimi-
nals should be taken to
same spot and be burnt
alive. What happened was
karma. Proud of my
Telangana Police. Most
people applaud our Chief
Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao.
Encounter or planned
killing, what they did was
simply amazing. I hope
and pray that we will see
such heinous crimes
a g a i n .
#NotInMyCountryAgain
#HatsOffTelnaganaPolice
#JaiKCR,” wrote Pari

Nidhi, Telugu cine actress. 
Pamula Venkata Satya

Kumar, a PR professional,
shared a cop’s picture, and
wrote, “My hero! True
Indian! #Sajjanar
#Telangana. Encountered
all four culprits while they
were escaping! #Disha”,
and tagged a selfie with
V.C. Sajjanar, IPS officer.

Posts celebrating the

police action in
Hyderabad spread faster
than a late stage cancer,
trending, flooding any dis-
sent with a menacing put-
down, perhaps friends
were unfriended, and
blocked, but the most lib-
eral amongst the
encounter-supporters just
gently told all naysayers to
go to the opposite of heav-
en.

“Activists cry when jus-
tice is not done. Activists
also cry when justice is
done. Bravo, Telangana
Police! Job well done. Rest
in Peace #Disha,” posted a
lady.

The photos of ladies on
the encounter spot, tying
rakhis to trigger-happy
policemen were shared
with encouraging virtual
pats on the khakhi shoul-
ders. 

The responses most
loved were those that

sought more violence. 
“This was a very easy

death. They should have
been given more pain
before death. Right choice
of justice. No court, no
bail, no mercy petitions
any longer. No human
right activist should be
allowed to raise any issue
or they too should face
same fate. Well done,
Hyderabad police,” told a
lady to a man who raised
“technical legal points
like should cops kill?”

“I will celebrate tonight.
Join me, brothers and sis-
ters. #Day-
JusticeWasDone,” posted
a happy proud citizen.
There will be much cele-
bration there, at least as
FB promises goes. 

Blood they sought, blood
they loved sighting; and
they hope there shall be
blood no more from tomor-
row. 

DC CCORRESPONDENT
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Unlike on Twitter,
Facebook debates are
tricky because the tyran-
nical censorship amongst
friends is far worse than
that any dictatorship can
hope to achieve and more
excruciating are rules of
compliance within emo-
t i o n a l l y - c o n n e c t e d
groups. As most of those
who opposed the
Hyderabad encounter
learnt on Friday, irrespec-
tive of whether they
could be labelled liberals,
bhakts or those lost and
confused in-between.

Consider Monica
Rajendran, actor, musi-
cian and singer, who has
been leading a
#ItsNotMyFault cam-
paign from the day the
new of Disha broke out.
Her response to the
encounter did not meet
the expectations of many. 

She had written, “I am
relieved the four have
been put down but I don’t
support state-sponsored
encounter. There was an
encounter because this
case attracted public out-
rage. Rapes are still hap-
pening and rapists are
still roaming free. Will
they encounter all of
them? No, right? So same
speedy justice must have
done through fast-track
courts. They must have
been hanged to death in
public on orders of court.
Now, we have under-
played our own legal sys-
tem and that’s not the
example we want to set.”

The admonition was
stern, fast, and ruthless. 

Far worse was the case
of someone who said on
his FB page, “Why, let’s
just dismiss all courts in
the country. Punishment
after fair trial is a utopian
concept, eh?” “Don’t you
feel the pain of the lady
who was gang-raped and
murdered,” one asked in

response. More savagely
dealt was the man who
wrote, “The equation is
becoming simple in deal-
ing with rape cases. If
accused is an inconse-
quential, kill him. If he is
well connected, kill the
victim.” On another day,
one might have advised
that he go to the police to
complaint against some of
the replies he received.

“Killing criminals like
this isn’t what Indian
democracy is about. This
is a dangerous path we
are treading on. It’s fail-
ure of judiciary. Wake up
call for all, emotions and
filmy endings can’t over-
rule democratic pillars,”
said a political activist. 

However, strongly the
responses came, voices of
reason stood rocksteady.
But the voices of reason
were drowned in the
tsunami of irrational out-
rage, blind hatred and a
vicarious bloodthirst.

Bloodlust reigns as pride on FB
New India’s new instant justice by encounter cops is our panacea 

Celebrations after the encounter

Women distribute sweets to policemen near Charminar on Friday after all four accused in Disha rape and murder case were killed. (Right) People
lift policemen in jubilation near the encounter site in Hyderabad.       — P. SURENDRA

Friends censor
worse than govts 

I am relieved the
four have been

put down but I don’t
support state-
sponsored encounter.
There was an
encounter because
this case attracted
public outrage. Rapes
are still happening
and rapists are still
roaming free. Will
they encounter all of
them? No, right?.

MONICA RAJENDRAN,
Actor, musician

CONGRATULATIONS to
the Cyberabad police.

The escape of the
accused could have

posed a threat to socie-
ty. The government

must take precautions
and shut down liquor
shops on highways to

ensure women’s safety.

MOHAMMAD AALI
SHABBIR

TPCC leader

People reacted to Disha
incident across party

lines. Problems will not
be solved with this inci-

dent. The accused in the
Hajipur incident where
three girls were raped
and murdered, and in

the Warangal and
Adilabad incidents,

where women were
raped and murdered,

should be punished. The
police should react

immediately when a
complaint is made. The

government should
implement prohibition.

— NNERELLA SSHARADA
TPCC Mahila 

Congress president

Pari Nidhi
Telugu cine actress 
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Execute rapists
Jana Sena chief Pawan Kalyan
reiterates his demand for openly
executing rapists 

ADITYA CCHUNDURU II DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 6

The family of the veterinarian who was
brutally raped and murdered on
November 27 have hailed the
“encounter” killing of Mohd Arif, Jollu
Shiva, Jollu Naveen and Ch.
Chennakesavulu, the four men who had
been arrested for the crimes.

Her father told Deccan Chronicle at his
residence on Friday: “True justice is
impossible for us — our daughter will
never come back. But today’s incident
has alleviated some of our pain.”

The sister said, “I did not expect there
would be an encounter. I thought a trial
would go on for a few months and (per-
petrators) would be sentenced to death.
But today’s stringent punishment will
help prevent similar crimes.” 

“We have received justice. I thank the
police, media and the residents of our
colony for their support,” The mother of
Disha, the name given to the vet to pro-
tect her identity, said, struggling to find
words. Recalling the 2012 Delhi gan-
grape, she said, “I did not think we
would ever get justice. Nirbhaya’s fami-
ly still hasn’t got any justice. I told
everyone nothing would happen, but
Telangana police has proven me wrong.”
. It was through television news chan-
nels that the family came to know on
about the ‘encounter’. Visibly exhaust-
ed, Disha’s father asked a reporter, “I
have said the same thing multiple times
already?” 

On what he thought of those criticis-
ing the encounter. “I won’t be able to
comment on that. I leave it to their judg-
ment,” he said. 

Though the grief was palpable, there
was also a sense of peace in the house.
The family members, around 20 of them
in total, were watching TV in the living
room, flipping through news channels. 

Satyapal Reddy, an uncle of Disha, said
he was happy with the encounter of the
four men. “I think no one is scared of
the law. We are happy with what has
happened,” he said. 

Disha’s father said the family had still
not completely processed her death. “It
will be really hard to move on from this,
but we have to. We are all in a depressed
state right now,” he said. 

He admitted that he was worried about
his younger daughter who works at the
Rajiv Gandhi International Airport.
“She works at night. I am worried how
she will go to her office every day. I am
hoping I can request the government to
change her shift timings. It will be of
great help to us,” he said. 

DC CCORRESPONDENT
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Residents of Nakshatra
Society, where Disha stayed,
were a jubilant lot on Friday.
During the past week, they
had protested and held candle-
light marches every day to
express solidarity with the
aggrieved family. They hailed
the ‘encounter’ as a great
move.

As soon as news of the
encounter broke in, the resi-
dents got together and burst
crackers on the society’s main

road and distributed sweets
among themselves.

Ms Seema Singh, a resident
of the society, said, “We
fought every politician and
policeman who came here. We
confronted each of them.
Today’s action is an outcome
of our relentless fight for jus-
tice.” 

Fellow resident Aarthi
Pathak said, “We feel that
whatever justice was needed
to be delivered has arrived.”

Housewife Seetha Sowjanya
said the encounter was essen-
tial. “I hope every perpetrator

gets the same treatment,” she
said.

On whether a police
encounter was acceptable, Ms
Sowjanya said, “At one level, it
is not appropriate. But one
has to think of the pain felt by
the girl’s family, and all of us
as neighours, who have
known Disha, all these years.
My personal view is that
every rapist should be dealt a
similar punishment.”

A ,male resident said,
“Sajjanar has become a hero
in our eyes. We are in awe of
the way he handled the case.” 

Today’s action outcome of our
fight for justice: Neighbours

ENCOUNTER COPS WITH
MINOR INJURIES IN ICU
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 6

They just have abrasions on the fore-
head and soft-tissue injury. Yet two
cops involved in the encounter are
admitted in the Intensive Care Unit at
Care Hospitals.  The two were rushed
to Gachibowli on Friday at 8 am with
injuries that were treated in the
emergency room. Thirty-five-year-old
Venkateswaralu was attacked with
stones and suffered an abrasion on
his forehead. He was conscious when
he arrived. Aarvindh Goud (35) had a
blunt injury on his left hand and
shoulder. Both are in ICU.

Disha’s family hails encounter
Our daughter will never come back, but the encounter alleviates our pain: Father

Colony people burst crackers to hail the encounter of all the four accused in the gangrape and murder of a young vet-
erinarian in Telangana at Shadnagar on Friday.  — STYLE PHOTO SERVICE

I feel unhappy about not
being a cop today

— PPUVVADA AAJAY
KUMAR

Transport minister 

Many of questioned the
silence of KCR, now

have got the reason for
the silence. Right from

the first day, the CM
was determined to do

justice to Disha

T SSRINIVAS YYADAV 
Animal Husbandry

Minister

God has punished the
killer for their heinous

sin that they committed
against an innocent

woman

— AA. IINDRAKARAN
REDDY

Law Minister 

Umasankar
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Morning justice
Akkineni Nagarjuna says, this morning I
wake up to the news and JUSTICE HAS
BEEN SERVED!! #Encounter (sic)

OBITUARY
IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Mrs. BABY MATHEWS
(W/o Late Mr. Paul Mathews)

Who passed away peacefully at her
home on Wednesday Dec. 4th 2019

We celebrate her generous and
graceful life and mourn her passing.
Funeral Service: St. Gregorios Syrian
Orthodox Cathedral, Gandhinagar,
Golconda ‘X’ Roads, 10 AM, Saturday
Dec. 7th.
Burial Prayers: Narayanguda
Cemetery, 11:30 AM, Saturday Dec. 7th
Biju Mathew and Sangeetha Kamat

Family and Friends
9848470907

(B/1920/D00149)

6th DEATH ANNIVERSARY

M. KOLUMUTHU
DoD: 07-12-2013

Appa we cried when you passed away,
we still cry today.
Although we loved you dearly, we couldn’t
make you stay.Your golden heart stopped
beating, we laid you down to rest, God
has broken our hearts to prove that he
only takes the best.

MISS YOU APPA
Inserted by: Wife, Sons, Daughters

SARDAR HARBANS SINGH CHUGH
15-08-1939  - 24-02-2019

Samapti Sri Akhand Path Sahib at
Gurudwara Sahib, Sec’bad on
08.12.2019, Time: 9.30 a.m.
Kirtan: 9.30 a.m. to 10.30 a.m.
Followed by Langar.

Inserted by: Chugh Family
9849075751

(S/1920/D01376)

VARINA

Navyug Hosiery & Military Stores

FIRST ANNIVERSARY
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the
death of his Saints. Psalms 116:15

In Memory of

Dr. PILLI RAPHAEL RANJAN
Retired Chief Medical Officer
Reliance Industrial Limited

(S/o Late Pilli Jeevadatham & Sugnana Bai)
DOB: 22.06.1960 DOD: 07.12.2018

God has you in his arms I have you in my heart.
Loving Wife: Shashikala Ranjan 

Ph: 9665710492

32nd DEATH ANNIVERSARY

Late Mrs. PUSHPA KHENDRY
W/o Late Rajpal Khendry

Inserted by:
Rajesh & Rachana Khendry

Rakesh & Bela Khendry
Ramesh & Anna Khendry
Rupesh & Suzy Khendry

Grand Children:
Rachit, Divit, Vidit, Reena, Shravya

Karan, Armaan, Veer, Neel

(A/1920/D00077)

Your memories are always in our hearts
We Miss You 

25th DEATH ANNIVERSARY

MARECHERLA RAMANAIAH
D.O.D: 7-12-1994

Inserted by: M. Chandrahass
& Family Members

(S/1920/D01378)

OBITUARY

Mr. MOTHI MARIA DASS
DOB: 16-12-1946      DOD: 06-12-2019

Funeral Mass at Holy Family Church,
Trimulgherry on 7-12-2019 at 10.00 a.m.
Followed by Burial at Gunrock Cemetery.
Inserted by: FAMILY MEMBERS

Pascal - 9000807575

(S/1920/D01379

Killings no solution,
say psychiatrists
Encounters won’t deter rapists, experts argue 
KANIZA GGARARI II DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 6

The ‘encounter’ killings
of the suspected rapists
and murderers of the
veterinarian referred to
as Disha is a deterrent
only for the time being
and does not stop
rapists from the act,
stated psychiatrists.
This is only a short
term solution to the
larger problem that is
prevailing in society.

The present situation
can lead to ‘aversion
therapy’ where it will
instill fear in those who
indulge in molestation,
sexual assault and
rapes but it will not
deter them from com-
mitting the act.

Dr Preeti Swaroop,
president of the
Hyderabad Psychiatric
Society, explained, “In
the case of Disha the
encounter comes across
as a punishment for
heinous crime. It sends
a message out to many

others that this kind of
behaviour will not be
tolerated by society.
This will act as one
measure of deterrent.”

But does it help to
solve the problem? No.
The reason is because
gang rapes are an
instinctive, pre-mediat-
ed behaviour and these
are not done for the
first time. 

The rapists try it with
those who are in their
close circles first and
who will not talk about
it to anyone. This gives
them the courage and
they try again and
again.

Dr Naresh Vadlamani,
senior psychiatrist,
explained, “In gang-
rapes, the act is often
done by those who are
drop outs, failed or
those who are always
criticised for being
good for nothing. The
act is their ability to
score on the society.
They will do it under
the influence of drugs

and alcohol and will
continue to do it as it is
not considered a crime
by them. But killing
them will not solve the
problem.”

Vadlamani said what
we need is “a strong
judicial system. They
must be tried first and
locked up forever in
jail. They must not be
let out ever. The United
Kingdom has Rampton
and Broadmoor prisons
where serial killers are
kept. They have no
human rights and will
never be out of prison
in their lifetime.”

There is jubilation
presently at the killings
because there was a lot
of anger in people, but
as it subsides there will
be a strong voice raised
for a strong police sys-
tem and legal machin-
ery to deal with these
cases.

Dr Pragya Rashmi,
consultant psycholo-
gist, explained, “There
was a pressing need for

closure. This has led to
sense of justice and a
sense of instant gratifi-
cation. Which is not
necessarily actual jus-
tice but token justice.
Will it ensure no rapes
happen?  Will now crim-
inals be dealt with on
case to case basis? Who
decides and how? 
Does it really send a
message home to perpe-
trators? These are larg-
er questions which will
need to be addressed.
This particular case
has led to an individual-
istic approach and not a
collective approach.
Can the same be
utilised for all? No. It
can't be.”

The question of how
to prevent sexual
assault and rape cannot
be answered by killing
the perpetrators.
Society needs to incul-
cate a sense that such
behaviour is unaccept-
able and will be dealt
with harshly but in the
full process of justice. 

KANIZA GGARARI II DDC
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Human rights groups have
called it an ‘alleged
encounter,’ ‘cold blooded
murder’ and demanded
that the police must be
booked for homicide.

Civil Liberties
Monitoring Committee
general secretary, Lateef
Mohammed Khan, said, “It
is a cold-blooded murder
which was meticulously
planned and executed. The
killing of the suspects has
taken away the major
clues which would have

later shed light on the
crime.”

“There are many ques-
tions which will remain
unanswered forever as the
case is now closed. Was
there an attempt to save
the others in the system?
The crime was heinous, no
doubt, but there are many
lapses in the system which
led to the crime. Is the cold
blooded murder an
attempt to hide these fail-
ures?” Mr Khan asked.

After the Nirbahaya inci-
dent, the Verma
Commission had given a
list which must be imple-

mented in the criminal law
system. Has that been
done, ask the activists.

The Human Rights
Forum demanded that all
police personnel who par-
ticipated in the killing of
the accused must be
arrested and prosecuted
for homicide.

G. Madhava Rao, HRF’s
Telangana state president,

said, “The police have
taken advantage of the
sentiment of the people
and carried out murder.
This is the third incident
of custodial killing and
these are methodical slay-
ing by the police in their
physical custody. It is not
justice of any kind. It is
merely satisfying the col-
lective conscience in an
unlawful and murderous
manner.”

In December, 2008, three
accused in acid attack
where murdered in
Warangal. In October 20,
2007, two men accused in

the murder of Bank of
Indore branch manager
were murdered by
Vishakhapatnam police
near Yendada.

Human rights activists
state that the police claim
of self-defence is farcical.

There are major ques-
tions being raised whether
these killings will make
women safer. The activists
say No. Preventing crimes
against women requires a
long, sustained and com-
plex battle and has to be
fought at homes, educa-
tional institutes and also
places of work.

Rights groups condemn unlawful killings

Students of Siddhartha Mahila Kalasala celebrate by beating of drums after all four accused in Disha rape
and murder case were killed in an encounter, in Vijayawada on Friday. —C. Narayana Rao

Upbeat mood

JAYENDRA
CHAITHANYA TT. || DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 6

Friday’s encounter
killing of four persons
accused of the rape and
murder of the veterinar-
ian disha took place in
the agricultural fields of
Samala Sathyam, a resi-
dent of Lingareddyguda,
was the first person to
notice Disha’s burning
body under the culvert.

This time Sathyam who
was at the home was
informed by other vil-
lagers on Friday morn-
ing about the encounter
of Mohd Arif, J. Shiva, J.
Naveen, and Ch.
Chennakeshavulu.

“I feel happy that the
killers of the woman
have been gunned down.
It is said that they
attacked the police and
the police fired. There is
a strong need for us to
teach our children about
personal safety and self-
defense techniques,”
Sathyam.

Soon after the reports
of the encounter were on
media, scores of people
reached the spot and

hailed the police.
Commuters stopped on
the highway and service
roads leading to the agri-
cultural fields. The fields
are located just about 200
metres from the spot
where Disha was burnt.

At around 5.15 am, Arif,
Naveen, Shiva and
Chennakeshavulu were
brought to the place
where Disha was burnt,
to recover her belong-
ings — mobile phone,
power bank, and a wrist-
watch, that were hidden
under the bushes nearby.

After the police recov-
ered them, the accused
tried to move away from
the police. Arif and
C h e n n a k e s h a v u l u
allegedly snatched two 9
mm pistols from the
police, while Shiva and
Naveen picked up stones
and sticks. Despite the
police warning, the
accused said to have
hurled stones at the
police and Arif and
Chennakeshavulu cocked
the pistols and opened
several rounds of fire at
the police. Though none
of the police received bul-
let injuries, two of the 10-

member team suffered
bleeding injuries caused
due to stone-pelting.
Then the police opened
fire with AK 47s and
gunned down the Disha’s
accused killers. Each
accused had at least two
bullet injuries in the 15-
minute gun battle! The
clues teams that inspect-
ed the scene of the
encounter has found that
the fire was opened from
9mm pistols and AK 47
assault rifles.

Sources said, “The
scene suggests that
around 20 rounds are
expected to have been
fired during the
exchange of fire between
the police party and the
accused persons.
However, only about
eight empty shells were
recovered, while the oth-
ers are yet to be found.”

Each accused had at
least two bullet injuries
on different parts of the
body, while Shiva had a
bullet injury to his neck.
The traces of Gun Shot
Residue (GSR) were also
identified in the hands of
Mohammed and
Chennakeshavulu.

First man to see Disha’s
burnt body is happy

Looking for something?

We have it for you

DECCAN CHRONICLE

Enjoy the Difference

Kumarambheem Asifabad:  
Members of various organi-
sations and common people
on Friday staged a rasta roko
in Asifabad demanding the
state government to ensure
justice for Aparichita, like
the one done in Disha’s case.

Three people are accused in
the rape and murder of
Aparichita. It is learnt,
police have taken the three
into custody from the
Adilabad district jail on
Friday to conduct further
investigations.

NOW, DISHA-LIKE JUSTICE
SOUGHT FOR APARICHITA 

I feel proud to be a
woman MLA in the TRS
government which has

provided instant justice
to Disha. The police has
delivered justice as the

public demanded.

— HHARIPRIYA NNAIK 
TRS MLA 

This is real justice to Disha
and it will deter the peo-

ple when they attempt
such heinous acts.

— VV. MMAMATA
President, Gazetted

Officers’ Association

IT WWAS a pleasure to
hear the news of

encounter. Whoever
commits such acts

deserve to be killed.

— TT. RRAJA SSINGH 
BJP MLA

THE EENCOUNTER is jus-
tified. To avoid such

heinous crimes the
police have to take

drastic steps.

— KK. NNARAYANA
CPI leader

■ ■ THERE AARE major
questions being raised
whether these killings
will make women safer. 



c m y k c m y k

PAGE

5SATURDAY | 7 DECEMBER 2019 | HYDERABADDECCAN CHRONICLE



PAGE

6Special
SATURDAY | 7 DECEMBER 2019 | HYDERABADDECCAN CHRONICLE

Actor’s salute
Actor Gopichand says in a tweet,
Justice has been served... My salute
to the #hyderabadpolice 

IN BRIEF
DNA profiling will

be conducted, 
say cops

From Page 1

When asked why the accused
were brought to the crime site
in the dark, he said the deci-
sion was based on impending
threat to the accused from the
public. Mr Sajjanar said the
DNA profiling of the accused
would be conducted to find out
if they were involved in simi-
lar offences in Telangana and
in other neighbouring states.

“During the questioning of
the accused, more informa-
tion was unearthed about
their suspected involvement
in other offences. A DNA pro-
filing would help in finding
out more information.” He
said that a case would be reg-
istered for a probe. The
deceased’s bodies were taken
to Mahabubnagar government
hospital mortuary for the
postmortem and will be hand-
ed over to their families.

ACTIVISTS ASK
HC TO BOOK

POLICE 
From Page 1

The activists urged the High
Court to constitute an inde-
pendent court-monitored com-
mittee to examine various
issues pertaining to the case
investigation.

They prayed that a case
under Section 302 IPC be
booked against the police per-
sonnel who participated in
this encounter and further
sought a direction to the
police to ensure that the guide-
lines promulgated in the
Supreme Court guidelines in
PUCL Vs. Union of India be
followed while probing this
case.

K. Sajaya, Sanghamitra of
the National Alliance of
Peoples Movement (NAMP),
retired professor Padmaja
Shah, social activist Devi, and
G. Jhansi, V. Sandhya, B.
Vijaya, Vimala, A. Suneetha,
Varsha Bargav, Khaleeda
Parveen, Khaneej Fatima and
Sanjeev submitted the repre-
sentation.

N. VVAMSI SSRINIVAS II DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 6

The twists and turns in the
investigation into the grue-
some rape and murder case
of Ayesha Meera in 2007 in
Vijayawada highlights the
danger involved in heeding
the demand for delivering
instant justice echoed in the
veterinary doctor Disha’s
rape and murder.

In the Meera case, at least
one innocent person would
have got killed. The lucky
man to escape the
‘encounter’ death was row-
dysheeter Gurvinder Singh,
alias Laddu.

Ironically, the case also
stands testimony to the
inordinate delay in deliver-
ing justice as 12 years later,
the question remains as to
who killed Ayesha Meera as
the then Hyderabad High
Court acquitted Satyam
Babu who was convicted for
life imprisonment by the
lower court. 

Worse, the bungling in the
police investigation and
destruction of crucial
records resulted in a situa-
tion wherein it became
extremely difficult for the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) to find
the real culprit.

A few months after
Ayesha’s murder in a girls’
hostel in Vijayawada, the
local police arrested Laddu
and made him the accused.
He was sent to judicial
remand and his bail petition
was rejected by the lower
court several times. The

police also subjected the
accused to several tests
including a polygraph.

Subsequently, the bail peti-
tion landed in the High
Court. “We asked police sev-
eral times if they were sure
Laddu committed the crime
and every time the answer
was a firm Yes,” said an
advocate involved in the
case. 

The prosecution put up a
strong case against a bail
application which eventual-
ly got rejected. “Within days
of bail rejection, the
Vijayawada police showed
another person, Satyam
Babu, as the accused,” he
said.

The police and legal
experts involved in the case
wonder what fate Laddu
Singh would have met if the
police succumbed to the
public pressure of deliver-
ing instant justice. “We
should not miss in the over-
whelming public support to
the Friday’s encounter that
majority demanded for
quick justice not a police
encounter,” the advocate
pointed out. 

Unwilling to be quoted, he
said delay in justice delivery
lent support to such acts
that his own family mem-
bers would not spare him
talking against the

encounter. On the other
hand, police bungling and a
botched up investigation left
family members of Ayesha’s
kin suffering till date as the
real culprits were at large.
“Right from the beginning,
we have been complaining
that the real culprits are the
kin of former minister, K.
Ranga Rao. But the police
never investigated the case
properly for obvious rea-
sons,” said Shamshad
Begum, mother of Ayesha.

After Laddu’s fiasco, the
police arrested Satyam
Babu about nine months
after the rape and murder.
They claimed to have col-
lected scientific evidence
including semen and DNA
samples. In 2010, the
Women’s Court sentenced
Satyam Babu to life impris-
onment and another 10
years on charges of rape.

But, eight years later, a
division bench comprising
Justice C. V. Nagarjuna
Reddy and Justice M. S. K.
Jaiswal of Hyderabad High
Court acquitted Satyam
Babu and the judgment
speaks volumes about the
callous approach of the
police.

The judgment rapped the
police for failing to establish
that the rape even took place
leave alone proving that
Satyam Babu had commit-
ted it.” They brought out the
theory of rape to save the
real culprits,” the court
said. The Bench made it
clear that police responsible
for the investigation goof up
should be punished.

Ayesha case and
instant ‘justice’
First person arrested in rape-murder case was
let off, second person was freed by High Court

S.A. IISHAQUI II DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 6

Top cops meticulously
planned the encounter
with Disha’s killers so
that they would not face
any legal difficulty
keeping in view of the
past experience of
encounter cases where-
in they faced the wrath
of the National Human
Rights Commission
(NHRC) and the courts.

Though the trial court
granted an order to take
four accused ten days’
police custody on
December 2, the investi-
gators took them into
custody on December 4.

Sources close to the
investigation revealed
that after taking them
into custody the accused
were taken to a secret
place (possibly the
Telangana Police
Academy) and ques-
tioned them on Disha’s
missing mobile phone
and to secure clinching
evidence. 

When the investiga-
tors were busy question-
ing the accused, senior
cops including
Cyberabad police com-
missioner V. C. Sajjanar
and intelligence offi-

cials had a prolonged
brainstorming in the
backdrop of mounting
pressure from across
the country on the state
government and police
for instant justice for
Disha. 

The embarrassing sit-
uation faced by Chief
Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao
during his visit to Delhi
to attend a marriage,
when the media target-
ed him on Disha’s rape
and murder, appears to
have forced the police
bosses to take this case
to its logical conclusion.

In earlier cases of
encounters, police faced

legal consequences. The
NHRC had chided the
police about the
encounter of terror sus-
pects Viqaruddin and
others at Alair in
Nalgonda.

The apex court,
upholding the erstwhile
AP High Court’s judg-
ment of booking a mur-
der case against cops
who take part in
encounters and probing
their actions, put the
burden on the police to
prove that they opened
fire in self-defence.

The verdict also forced
the police bosses to take
all precautions.

Sources disclosed that

after two days’ brain-
storming senior cops
concluded that instant
justice had to be deliv-
ered while the accused
were in custody. They
also had to ensure that
the accused were taken
to the crime-scene for
the reconstruction of
events without hand-
cuffs.

Sources disclosed that
top cops also took care
of to show that the
encounter was in self-
defence and also that the
accused was in a mood
to retaliate against the
police and attempt to
escape.

Accordingly, the team
under Mr Sajjanar took
the accused for the
reconstruction of the
scene and eliminated
Disha’s killers at an iso-
lated place at
Chattanpally, close to
the spot where the
killers burnt Disha.

Deccan Chronicle report attracted a lot of attention on the internet. 

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC 6

Mr V.C. Sajjanar, the
Cyberabad police com-
missioner who has
come to be known as the
‘encounter cop’, has
won much applause on
social media after the
police shot dead the four
suspects in the rape and
murder of the veteri-
narian known as Disha.

Tweeting ‘Saho
Sajjanar’, netizens
thanked him for his
“Warangal justice” to
the victim’s family (the
reference is to an earlier
encounter killing he fig-
ured in in Warangal).

Netizens posted on
their walls news reports
of the Warangal
encounter which took
place on December 13,
2008 on the outskirts of
Warangal city.

It may be worth recall-
ing the Warangal
encounter incident
which has many simi-
larities to the
Hyderabad one. 

Three men were
arrested a few hours
after they purportedly
threw acid on two girls.
A police team had taken
them into custody. The
suspects were then
taken to the place where
they had hidden the
stolen motorbike and
acid bottle used in the
attack. “They suddenly
took out a country-made
weapon and tried to
open fire and also threw
acid on policemen. The
police opened fire in
self-defence, and killed
all the three accused,”
said Mr Sajjanar who
was a superintendent of
police then.

The accused were
arrested on a Friday
evening and Mr
Sajjanar had presented
them before the media,

claiming that the police
had achieved a break-
through within 48
hours. The trio had
admitted to having com-
mitted the crime.

Mr Sajjanar said the
suspect Srinivas had
confessed during inter-
rogation that he bore a
grudge against one of
the victims, Swapnika,
because she did not
reciprocate his love and
was seeing another boy.
He planned the attack
with two friends to dis-
figure Swapnika so that
no one would be attract-
ed to her.

Swapnika’s family
members had said that
they were relieved that
the accused had been
killed, but alleged that
they had been murdered
by the police. Human
rights activists also
raised doubts about the
police claim that the
accused were killed in a
gun battle. 

The similarities to the
present case are obvi-
ous. That the encounter
killing — which is an
extra-judicial killing
and totally against the
law — has been wel-
comed by the public, is
an indication of how lit-
tle confidence the public
has that the due process
of law will bring justice.
Indeed, a Member of the
Upper House of
Parliament seems to
hold the same opinion
when she declared that
a public lynching would
be a good punishment
for the offenders in the
Disha case .  

Netizens hail
‘Saho Sajjanar’

Cops took all care to avoid
falling into legal quagmire 

Thousands of citizens raise slogans cheering the Telangana Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhara Rao and the
Police after the encounter at Shamshabad on Friday.  — P. Surendra

ATHER MMOIN II DDC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 6

A section of the legal
fraternity has launched
a virulent attack
against the state police
and termed the so-
called ‘encounter’ of
the four gang-rape and
murder accused in the
city outskirts as ‘extra-
judicial killing’.

High Court advocate
Nargis Afshan said that
this was not ‘instant
justice’ but absence of
justice. 

“We’re not going to
make women safer by
abandoning the rule of
law,” she said adding
that though the offence
was heinous,
‘encounter’ was not a
judicious alternative. 

“There is judiciary in
the country.  Moreover,
a special court was
established by the High
Court of Telangana for
a speedy trial of this
particular case. What
then was the need for
police to take law into
their own hands”, she
wondered.

“If the police acts this
way which our

Constitution does not
recognise, then there is
no need for judiciary,
judges, and lawyers.
Even the criminal jus-
tice system in the coun-
try adopts preventive
and reformative theo-
ries of punishment and
retributive punish-
ment. A 2014 ruling of
the Supreme Court has
clarified that “retribu-
tion has no constitu-
tional value” in India.

Advocate Narayana
Rao said the concocted
story as pieced together
by police officials
raised many doubts. In
an earlier incident,
police killed five under-
trials in an encounter at
Alair. At that time also,
the police had stated
that the accused were
trying to snatch
weapons from cops. He
asked it is not clear why
the accused were taken
to the spot for recon-
struction of the scene
in the dark and that too
without adequate force. 

He said they would
visit the encounter spot
on Saturday to ascer-
tain circumstances that
led to the encounter.

Lawyers to visit
encounter site

● Tweeting ‘Saho
Sajjanar’, netizens
thanked Sajjanar
for his “Warangal
justice” to the vic-
tim’s family 

● In the 2007 Ayesha
Meera case, at least
one innocent 
person would have
got killed. 

JUSTICE SERVED
Allu AArjun

Justice has
been served, an

example has
been set of

what should be
done at the
least in matters like this.

#justiceserved #RIP
Akhil AAkkineni

#TelanganaPolice 
hats off. ????

— KKajal AAggarwal

Thank you
Hyderabad 

Police ??
This is the way

to deal with
rapists.

Hope Police of other states
will learn from you

Kapil MMishra, BJP

Bravo
Telangana

Police. My con-
gratulations!

Rishi KKapoor, 
actor

Woke up to this news which
put my heart at peace

— Yogeshwar DDutt

I am glad 
there was 

speedy justice

Shivraj SSingh
Chouhan, 

former MP CM

● The activists prayed
that a case under
Section 302 IPC be
booked against the
police personnel who
participated in this
encounter 

● The deceased’s bodies
were taken to
Mahabubnagar govern-
ment hospital mortuary. 

● The SC, upholding the erstwhile AP
High Court’s judgment of booking a mur-
der case against cops who take part in
encounters and probing their actions,
put the burden on the police to prove
that they opened fire in self-defence.


