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New Delhi: Six petitions
were filed in the Supreme 

Court on Friday seeking
review of its November 9

judgement which 
cleared the way for con-

struction of a Ram Temple
at Ayodhya. While five

pleas have been filed by
Maulana Mufti Hasbullah,

Moulana Mahfoozur
Rehman, Mishbahuddin,

Mohd Umar and Haji
Nahboob, the sixth one has

been filed by 
Mohammad Ayub.

Full report on Page 2

Actress Priyanka Chopra
attends the 18th Marrakech
International Film Festival on
Thursday. — AFP

Vikari: Dakshinayana
Tithi: Margasira Suddha

Ekadasi all day long
Star: Revati till 1.25 am

(Sunday)
Varjyam: 12.10 pm to 1.56

pm
Durmuhurtham: 6.37 am to

8.05 am
Rahukalam: 9 am to 10.30

am
SUNSET TODAY 5.24 PM

SUNRISE TOMORROW 7.00 AM
MOONRISE TOMORROW 1.59 AM

MOONSET TODAY 2.13 PM

Six pleas filed in
SC seeking review
of Ayodhya verdict

New Delhi: The air quality in
the national capital 

turned ‘severe’ on Friday,
the first time in 20 days,

with cold weather and calm
winds allowing accumula-

tion of pollutants. The city
recorded its overall air

quality index at 404, as
smog covered the city. 
Full report on Page 13

Delhi air quality
again turns severe

New Delhi: The Annual
Summit between India and

Japan — for which
Japanese PM Shinzo Abe

will be visiting India — will
be held from December 15

to 17. The summit is 
expected to be held in 

Guwahati, Assam.

Abe, Modi meeting
in Guwahati soon

COUNTERPOINT
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■ Wide popular support for police; but some ask: ‘Is this how justice is done?’

JAYENDRA
CHAITHANYA T. 
HYDERABAD, DEC. 6

The four accused in the
case of gangrape and
murder of 27-year-old vet-
erinarian Disha were
reportedly killed follow-
ing a shoot-out with the
Cyberabad police on the
outskirts of Chattanpally
village, around 50 km
from the city, during
early hours of Friday.

Two policemen were
injured in the alleged
attack. The police
claimed that the
encounter took place
after the accused
snatched weapons from
the police party and
opened fire at the person-
nel.

The deceased —
Mohammed (26) alias
Areef of Jakkulare, and J
Shiva (20), J Naveen (20)
and C Chennakeshavulu
(20), all of Gundigandla
village in Makathal man-
dal of Narayanpet district
— were arrested for
Disha’s gangrape and
murder while she was on
her way home.

The encounter hap-
pened in agricultural
fields alongside NH 44,
just about 250 metres
from the spot where
Disha’s charred body was
found.

Disha’s murder took

place on November 27,
and the accused arrested
two days later and
remanded to judicial cus-
tody. On December 2, the
junior first class magis-
trate court at
Mahabubnagar granted
10 days’ custody to the
Shadnagar police for fur-
ther investigation.

Police took custody only
on December 4 and ques-
tioned them at a secret
place for two days. On the
third day, they were
reportedly taken to col-
lect evidence from the
crime-scene. The accused
overpowered the police,
attacked them with sticks
and pelted stones,
snatched two pistols and
opened fire. In retalia-
tion, the police also
opened fire and the four
accused died on the spot.

Cyberabad police com-
missioner V.C. Sajjanar
said the accused con-
fessed to having buried
the Disha’s mobile phone,
power bank, wristwatch
■ Turn to Page 4

4 suspects in Hyd rape-murder are
shot dead in pre-dawn encounter

ADITYA CHUNDURU 
HYDERABAD, DEC. 6

The family of the veteri-
narian who was brutally
raped and murdered on
November 27 have hailed
the “encounter” killing of
Mohd Arif, Jollu Shiva,
Jollu Naveen and Ch.
Chennakesavulu, the
four men who had been
arrested for the crimes.

Her father told this
newspaper at his resi-
dence on Friday: “True

justice is impossible for
us — our daughter will
never come back. But
today’s incident (the
encounter) has alleviated
some of our pain.”

The sister too had simi-
lar views. Speaking to the
media, she said, “I did not
expect there would be an
encounter. I thought a
trial would go on for a few
months and (perpetra-
tors) would be sentenced
to death.” 

■ More on Page 3

MANOJ ANAND
GUWAHATI, DEC. 6

Bogged down by exces-
sive criticism, the region-
al Asom Gana Parishad
(AGP) on Friday said they
have written a letter to
Union home minister
Amit Shah demanding
that the Centre ensure
constitutional safeguards
for the indigenous people
of Assam before bringing
in the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill.

The regional party’s
stand on CAB has led to a
divide amomg its rank

and file as senior leaders
Prafulla Kumar Mahanta,
Brindaban Goswami and

Ramendra Narayan
Kalita were absent from
the emergency meeting of
the party.

Three AGP legislators —
Atul Bora, Keshab
Mahanta and Phani
Bhusan Choudhury, min-
isters in the BJP-led state
government — have been
accused of maintaining a
“dubious” stand on the
bill while the party’s
seniors are opposing it.

Mr Bora, also the party
chief, called an emer-
gency meeting of AGP
leaders on Thursday and
■ Turn to Page 4

Enforce Inner Line Permit
in Assam before CAB: AGP

NOBEL TRADITION

Nobel laureates in economics Abhijit Banerjee and
Esther Duflo hold up a signed chair as part of the tradi-
tional Nobel Chair Signing ceremony at the Nobel
Museum in Stockholm on Friday. — AP

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 6

As an emotionally sur-
charged discussion on the
burning of Unnao rape
victim turned into a polit-
ical row leading to an
aggressive face-off
between Union minister
Smriti Irani and two
Congress MPs in the Lok
Sabha on Friday, leading
to the adjournment of the
House without doing

much business. The BJP,
which had earlier sought
their unconditional apolo-
gy, gave a notice to
Speaker Om Birla seeking
the suspension of the two
Opposition lawmakers.

The BJP is learnt to have
complained that the two
Congress members should
be suspended for their
alleged unruly behaviour
against Ms Irani in the
Lower House.

The notice to move a
motion to suspend the
Congress MPs for the

remaining period of the
Winter Session was given
by parliamentary affairs
minister Prahlad Joshi,
official sources said.

The motion will be
pressed if the two mem-
bers — T.N. Prathapan
and Dean Kuriakose — do
not tender an uncondi-
tional apology to the min-
ister in the House, they
said. Earlier, during a
heated debate in the Lok
■ Turn to Page 4

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 6

The Union home min-
istry has rejected the
mercy plea of one of the
main accused in the
Nirbhaya gangrape case
and has also forwarded
the file to President Ram
Nath Kovind. Sources
said the MHA had
received the file two days
ago from the Delhi lieu-
tenant-governor Anil
Baijal, who had also
rejected the mercy plea of
accused Vinay Sharma.

The home ministry,
while forwarding the file
to the President, has also
in its “file notings” rec-
ommended that the
mercy petition be reject-
ed. However, MHA offi-
cials said it was difficult
to set a timeframe on
when the entire process
would be completed since
the final decision was
now at the discretion of
the President.

“Once the President
returns the file to the
home ministry with his
opinion, we can inform

the prison authorities as
to what action is to be
taken against the
accused. But no deadline
can be fixed for this as the
decision is entirely at the
discretion of the
President,” a senior offi-
cial said.

The incident which
shocked the entire nation
took place in Delhi on
December 16, 2012, when
the 23-year-old paramedic
student was brutally
raped and assaulted by a
group of men inside a
moving bus. The incident
had triggered nationwide
protests leading to
changes in the criminal
laws dealing with rape
and other sexual offences
against women.

A Nirbhaya fund was
also constituted for states
to deal with cases of sexu-
al offences against
women.

Sparks fly; Cong MPs, Smriti in Unnao tussle Centre rejects
mercy plea in
Nirbhaya case

◗ The MHA had
received the file
two days ago
from the Delhi
L-G Anil Baijal

Disha’s family hail
death of suspects

Forensic experts collect evidence from the spot where the police shot dead four accused in the rape-and-murder
case of a 25-year-old woman veterinarian at Shadnagar of Ranga Reddy district on Friday. The Telangana police on
Friday said its personnel resorted to “retaliatory” firing after two of the accused opened fire at police after snatch-
ing weapons from them on Friday morning. — PTI

VIKRAM SHARMA
HYDERABAD, DEC. 6

A couple of sharpshooters
in the Cyberabad police
shot dead the four
accused Disha from a dis-
tance of about 20 to 25
yards and there is no pos-
sibility of any of them wit-
nessing the death of any
other, as all were shot
dead away from each
other. Had they been shot
from close range, the gun-
shot residue would have
been visible on their bod-
ies — something that
would have suggested foul
play.

A week after this news-
paper reported how inves-
tigators were reportedly
“looking at other
options,” in the backdrop
of growing public anger
soon after the four were
arrested on November 29,
they were gunned down
by police on the city out-

skirts in the early hours
of Friday.

Sources associated with
the investigation of the
Disha case and privy to
the details of the
“encounter”, told this
newspaper that all four
were brought to the scene
in different vehicles
around 4.30 am — while it

was still dark. “They
hardly slept last night and
were still sleepy when
they were brought for
reconstruction of the
crime scene,” sources
said.

In fact, ever since they
were taken into custody
on November 4, the four
■ Turn to Page 4

Killings carefully planned
to shield cops from blame

Onlookers gather near the encounter site on Friday. 
— PTI

AGE CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 6

Hundreds of people
gathered at
Chattanpally on the
outskirts of the city
where the accused in
the Disha rape case
were shot dead by
Cyberabad police
early Friday morn-
ing. The four were
killed in an
“encounter” a few
metres from same
spot that Disha was
burned alive.

As the news spread,
a large number of the
general public gath-
ered at the location.
They brought with
them flowers to pay
homage to the victim.
They placed them in
large numbers at the
spot under the bridge
where her dead body
was found.

Crowds flock
to encounter
site, celebrate

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 6

Taking cognisance of the
encounter deaths of the
four accused in the
Hyderabad gangrape-
murder case, the
National Human Rights
Commission on Friday
ordered an inquiry into
the incident. The human
rights body said the
encounter was a matter
of concern and needed to
be probed carefully.

The NHRC has asked
its director-general
(investigation) to imme-
diately send a team for a
fact-finding, on-the-spot
investigation. A team
from the NHRC investi-
gation division, headed
by a senior superinten-
dent of police, is expect-
ed to submit its report at
the earliest.

The commission said
the incident clearly indi-
cated that the police per-
sonnel were not “proper-
ly alert” and “prepared
■ Turn to Page 4

NHRC plans
to investigate, 
says police
weren’t alert

VUJJINI VAMSHIDHARA
HYDERABAD, DEC. 6

The Telangana high
court on Friday night
directed the Cyberabad
police to preserve the
bodies of the four
accused who were killed
in the encounter, till 6
am Monday in the mor-
tuary at Mahabubnagar
hospital.

A division bench took
suo motto cognisance of
a representation from a
group of social activists. 

■ More on Page 3

Preserve bodies
of all accused, 
HC tells police

Guwahati: The influen-
tial North East
Students’ Union (Nesu)
on Friday called for an
11-hour Northeast bandh
on December 10 to
protest against the
Central govt’s move to
introduce the
Citizenship (Amen-
dment) Bill. PAGE 2

Northeast bandh
call on Dec. 10

New Delhi: The rape sur-
vivor from Unnao, who
was airlifted to Delhi
and admitted to the
Safdarjung Hospital
here, is extremely criti-
cal and on ventilator,
doctors attending to her
said on Friday. The rape
survivor suffered 90 per
cent burns. PAGE 3

UP rape survivor
on ventilator: Doc◗ The BJP, which

had earlier sought
their unconditional
apology, gave a
notice to the
Speaker seeking the
suspension of the
two Opp. lawmakers

◗ Encounter hap-
pened in agricultur-
al fields alongside
NH 44, just about
250 metres from
the spot where
Disha’s charred
body was found

LOK SABHA
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Politics
We are not criminals, says Farooq Abdullah 
in a letter to Shashi Tharoor on his personal 
letterhead which mentions his residence as ‘sub-jail’

SHORT TAKES

Bhopal: Indore bench of
Madhya Pradesh high court

has become the first court in
the country to make certi-

fied copies available to
advocates and litigants

online. The software called
“Online Certified Copying

Software” facilitating online
certified copy was launched
in Indore bench of MP high

court by chief justice A.K.
Mittal on Thursday.

According to a senior
administrator of the court,

litigants or counsels may
make an online request to

get a digital certified copy
relating to the court. The

digital certified copy would
be admissible in the courts,

an official said.  — PTI

Bhopal: In a setback to
Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment, Supreme Court on

Friday dismissed its special
leave petition seeking to

review the order by MP high
court staying the conviction
and sentence of a BJP MLA

in an assault case. BJP legis-
lator Prallhad Lodhi was

convicted and sentenced to
two years in prison on

charges of assaulting a state
government officer, by a dis-

trict court, leading to his
disqualification in the

Assembly. The MLA moved
the high court challenging

the order. The HC stayed the
conviction and sentence till

January 9, 2020.

New Delhi: Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla on Friday

censured Union minister
Babul Supriyo for chatting

during the Question Hour. Mr
Supriyo walked up to chat

with Union minister Prakash
Javadekar at a time when

the latter was to mention a
question. “Don’t chat when
the Question Hour is going
on,” a peeved Mr Birla told

Mr Supriyo, standing near Mr
Javadekar, who was in the

first row of the Treasury
benches. Mr Supriyo is a

minister of state in the min-
istry of environment, forest

and climate change. The
ministry is helmed by

Javadekar. — PTI

New Delhi: Indian Railways
has given premature retire-

ment to 32 of its officer
belonging to different cate-

gory of services. All these
officers are above the age of

50 years. Defending its
move, the Railways has said

that the step has been taken
in public interest on the
grounds of “inefficiency,

doubtful integrity and con-
duct unbecoming of a

Railway servant” during a
periodic review.

his is the second time such
a step has been taken by the

Railways, the last being in
2016-17 when four officers

were prematurely retired
after reviewing 1,824 offi-

cers. “It was observed that
though periodic review was

being conducted by Zonal
Railways from time to time,
it was not being monitored
regularly. In Railway Board,

the last exercise for Group A
officers was undertaken in

2016-17 when services of
1824 officers was reviewed

and out of the same four
officers were prematurely
retired. It was also found
that a number of officers
due for review were not

reviewed,” said sources in
Railways. This time total of

1,780 officers were reviewed
out of which 32 were 

recommended for premature
retirement. Out of these 22
are from Group A category.

The Railways is also in the
process of reviewing JAG

and non-gazetted staff.

RLYS RETIRES 
32 EMPLOYEES
PREMATURELY

SC stays conviction
of MP BJP MLA

Certified copies to
be available online

Speaker censures
Babul for chatting

BJP’s move to form
govt with Ajit Pawar’s

support was
‘misadventure’

— Sushil Modi,
Bihar deputy CM

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, DEC. 6

In the wake of the clean
chit given to NCP leader
Ajit Pawar in the Vida-
rbha irrigation scam by
the Maharashtra anti-C-
orruption Bureau (AC-
B), former chief minis-
ter and BJP leader Deve-
ndra Fadnavis said that
he hadn’t approved the
clean chit and that he
was totally against giv-
ing it.

Mr Fadnavis said that
the ACB officers them-
selves had filed an affi-
davit in court and that
neither Mr Fadnavis nor
any other government
officer was aware of the
affidavit. The action had
been taken at the level of
the ACB itself, Mr
Fadnavis said.

He expressed surprise
and said that he was
opposed to the ACB’s
affidavit and that the
court would not accept

this affi-
davit as it
contradi-
cted the e-
arlier one.

T h e
ACB gave
a clean

chit to Mr Pawar in the
Vidarbha irrigation
scam. In an affidavit
submitted to the Nagpur
bench of the Bombay
high court on November
27, the ACB ruled out Mr
Pawar’s involvement in
the Vidarbha irrigation
sc-am. The affidavit was
submitted a day before
the Maha Vikas Aghadi
government took oath of
office.

In the affidavit, the
ACB made allegations
against engineers, divi-
sional accountants and
contractors. 

The ACB said that
there were lapses on the
part of the executing
agencies of tender 
work. 

PARMOD KUMAR
NEW DELHI, DEC. 6

The All India Muslim
Personal Law Board (AIM-
PLB) on Friday said that
the Ayodhya verdict,
which stated that the
entire disputed site must
be handed over to a trust
for the construction of
Lord Rama’s temple, was
a “failure rather than a
fulfilment of complete jus-
tice” as the judgment was
“contrary to law and self-
contradictory”.

Pointing to a number of
“illegalities and inaccura-
cies”, the petition seeking
the review of November 9
verdict also claimed that
the judgment was “viola-
tive of the complete jus-
tice that was invoked”.
Petitions seeking the
reconsideration of
November 9 judgment
were filed by Maulana
Mahfoozurahman, Misda-
huddin, Mohd. Umar,
Ahadf, Hasbollah, Hazi
Mahboob. All six petition-
ers are backed by the
AIMPLB.

“The judgment is flawed
in privileging peace over
justice while not appreci-

ating that there could be
no peace without justice,”
reads the petitions seek-
ing the reconsideration of
Ayodhya verdict.

“By giving the title of
the disputed site to the
idol of Ram Lalla”, the
petitions read, the judg-
ment “appears to have
rewarded the Hindu par-
ties for all the illegalities
committed by then
throughout particularly
in 1932, 1949 and 1992
including preventing
Muslims from offering
prayers at the mosque.”

At the outset, the peti-
tioners backed by AIM-
PLB said that they were
seeking the reconsidera-
tion of the verdict in their
“quest for justice” and
“not to disturb the peace”
but in the “spirit” that
any “peace must be con-
ducive to justice.”

The petitioners have
emphasised on peace in
the wake of a statement
by Muslim intelligentsia
appealing against seeking
the reconsideration of the
verdict in the larger inter-
est of peace and tranquil-
lity.

The AIMPLB-backed
petitions would see senior
counsel Rajeev Dhavan
and Zafaryab Jilani argu-
ing their case if they are
heard in open court.

Normally review peti-
tions are decided by
judges in their chambers
by circulation. However,
in some cases, the peti-
tions seeking reconsidera-
tion of a verdict are heard
in the open court.

The petitions, which
were drafted by Mohd.
Parvez Dabas, Uzmi
Jameel Husain and
Daanish Ahmad Syed,
were filed by Shakil
Ahmed Syed. 

The review petition,
largely on the lines filed
by the Jamiat Ulama-i-
Hind on December 2, 2019,
says that the de facto
effect of the verdict is to
“destroy the mosque if it
still existed”.

6 pleas filed in SC seeking
review of Ayodhya verdict

New Delhi, Dec. 6: Showi-
ng no signs of cooling
down, retail onion prices
have continued to spiral,
touching as high as `165-
/kg on Friday even as the
government grapples to
boost the supplies through
imports.

The government in Parli-
ament informed that imp-
orted onions will arrive by
January 20.

In most cities, onion was
quoting above `100/kg in
the retail markets, while
at Nashik in Maharashtra
— the key producing cen-
tre — the rates were rul-
ing at `75/kg on Friday, as
per the data maintained
by the consumer affairs
ministry. 

Retail onion prices were
ruling high at `165/kg in
Panaji (Goa), `160/kg in
Mayabunder (Andaman)
and `150/kg in Thiruvan-
anthapuram, Kozhikode,
Thrissure and Wayanad in
Kerala on Friday.

Onion was sold at

`140/kg in Kolkata, Chen-
nai and some places in
Kerala and Tamil Nadu,
`130/kg in Bhubaneshwar
and Cuttack (Odisha),
`120/kg in Gurgoan
(Haryana) and Meerut
(Uttar Pradesh), and
`100/kg in most cities
tracked by the ministry.

“There is no doubt onion
prices are rising. The
main reason for rise in
price was damage to the
onion crop due to rains.
Much of onion has been
damaged in Maharasthra,
the key growing state.
However, the government
has supplied buffer stock

and asked MMTC to
import onions and it
should arrive by January
20,” minister of state for
consumer affairs
Raosaheb Danve said dur-
ing Question Hour in the
Rajya Sabha.

The government has
approved import of up to
1.2 lakh tonnes of onions
to check the ongoing price
rise. State-owned MMTC
has been directed to
import up to 1 lakh tonne
onions through global and
country-specific import
tenders, he said.

Onion are highly perish-
able commodity that is
prone to weight and mois-
ture loss, quality deterio-
ration, sprouting, losses
in grading and separation,
he added.

On Thursday, a group of
ministers head by home
minister Amit Shah
reviewed onion price situ-
ation and progress made
in import of onions.

— PTI

Onion prices touch `165/kg,
leave consumers in tears

■ Govt says imported variety to arrive by Jan. 20

Term judgment contrary to law, self-contradictory

New Delhi, Dec. 6:
Declaring that he never
thought he needed a doc-
ument to prove his
Indianness, Bollywood
superstar Akshay
Kumar on
F r i d a y
said he is
replacing
h i s
Canadian
p a s s p o r t
with an
I n d i a n
one fol-
lowing a
controversy over his cit-
izenship, .

The 52-year-old actor,
who was in the head-
lines for his interview
with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in April,
was the subject of
intense speculation
about his citizenship
after he did not vote in
Mumbai during the Lok
Sabha polls.

Akshay, in a statement
at the time, had said he
never denied that he
held a Canadian pass-
port.

Akshay opened up
about the circumstances
behind him getting a
Canadian passport at an
event.

“There was a time
when 14 films of mine
flopped and I thought
that I might have to take
up something else to
support myself. One of
my closest friend stays
in Canada and he asked
me to come there. He
said we will work togeth-
er on something. He is
also Indian but stays
there. Then I started my
process, got my passport
and other stuff because I
thought my career had
ended. I won’t get work
here anymore. It was
just that my 15th film
worked and after that I
never looked back,” the
actor said. — PTI 

Akki: Have
applied 
for Indian 
passport

New Delhi, Dec. 6:
Independent clinical tri-
als conducted at the
Banaras Hindu Univ-
ersity (BHU) revealed
that ayurvedic drug
BGR-34 has therapeutic
efficacy for treating
newly diagnosed type-
two diabetes, ayush min-
ister Shripad Naik
informed the Lok Sabha
on Friday.

The diabetic popula-
tion in the country is
close to hitting an
alarming mark of 69.9
million by 2025, which
denotes that instances of
the disease in the coun-
try is expected to wit-
ness an increase of 266
per cent, Mr Naik said in
a written reply.

The Council of Scien-
tific and Industrial
Research (CSIR), thro-
ugh its constituent labo-
ratories — CSIR-Central
Institute of Medicinal
and Aromatic Plants
(CSIR-CIMAP), and
CSIR-National Botanical
Research Institute
(CSIR-NBRI), both in
Lucknow, developed sci-
entifically validated
herbal product
NBRMAP-DB as anti-
diabetic formulation,
the minister said.

The product know-how
was licensed to M/s
AIMIL Pharma Ltd,
Delhi, who are manufac-
turing and marketing it
as BGR-34, across the
country, he said.

“M/s AIMIL
Pharmaceuticals, the
licensee, carried out the
clinical study of BGR-34
and the trial was regis-
tered in clinical trial
registry of India.
Further, the formulation
has shown therapeutic
efficacy for treating
newly diagnosed type 2
diabetes, as found in
independent clinical tri-
als conducted at Ban-
aras Hindu University
(BHU), Varanasi,” Mr
Naik said. — PTI

‘Ayurvedic
drug helps 
those with
diabetes’

Trinamul Congress MPs protest against the price hike of onions at Parliament House in New Delhi on Friday. 
— PRITAM BANDYOPADHYAY

Guwahati, Dec. 6: The infl-
uential Northeast Stud-
ents’ Union (NESU) on
Friday called for an 11-
hour Northeast bandh on
December 10 to protest
against the Central gov-
ernment’s move to pro-
vide Indian citizenship to
non-Muslim refugees
coming from Pakistan,
Bangladesh and
Afghanistan.

NESU advisor Samujjal
Kumar Bhattacharya told
PTI that the bandh has
been called jointly by all
students’ organisations of
Assam, Arunachal Prad-
esh, Meghalaya, Nagal-
and, Mizoram, Manipur
and Tripura. However, the
NESU has exempted Nag-
aland from the bandh due
to the ongoing Hornbill
Festival in Kohima and
students of the state will
stage protests in front of
Raj Bhavan there.

The NESU has been
maintaining that the
Citizenship Amendment
Bill (CAB) is against the

interests of the indige-
nous people of the region
and facilitate the perma-
nent settlement of those
who have entered the
country.

According to the bill,
members of Hindu, Sikh,
Buddhist, Jain, Parsi and
Christian communities,
who come from Afghan-
istan, Bangladesh or Paki-
stan facing persecution
there, will not be treated
as illegal immigrants but
given Indian citizenship
when the proposed amen-
dments to the six-decade-
old Citizenship Act come

into effect.
The proposed new law,

however, will not be appli-
cable in the Inner Line
Permit (ILP) regime areas
and those tribal regions
which are governed under
the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution.

The contentious CAB,
which has generated
widespread protests in the
Northeastern states, is
expected to be tabled in
Lok Sabha on Monday and
it is likely to be debated
and passed on December
10. Interestingly, Dece-
mber 10, the day the
bandh has been called, is
observed in Assam as
‘Martyr’s Day’ to remem-
ber the first ‘martyr’ of
the Assam agitation of
1979-85 against the illegal
immigrants.

Student activist Kharg-
eswar Talukdar was killed
in police firing on Dec-
ember 10, 1979. The CAB
was an election promise of
the BJP in 2014 and 2019
Lok Sabha polls. — PTI

◗ Ayodhya judgment
appears to have
‘rewarded Hindu
parties for illegali-
ties carried out in
1932, 1949 and
1992’, claim pleas 

New Delhi, Dec. 6: The Su-
preme Court on Friday
cleared deck for the hold-
ing of panchayat electio-
ns in Tamil Nadu as it
directed that the elections
would take place at vil-
lage, intermediate and
district level in 27 distri-
cts while excluding nine
recently reconstituted
districts.

Directing the holding of
the panchayat polls as per
the mandate of the consti-
tution, a bench of Chief
Justice S.A. Bobde, Just-
ice B.R. Gavai and Justice
Surya Kant said, “Autho-
rities shall hold elections
to all panchayats at vil-
lage,   intermediate and
district levels, except...
nine reconstituted dis-

tricts.”
Directing the holding of

the panchayat elections,
the court said, “There sh-
all be no legal impedi-
ment against holding
polls for panchayats at the
village, intermediate and
district levels for rest of
the districts.”

The newly reconstituted
districts are Kancheepu-
ram, Chengalpattu, Vell-
ore,  Thirupathur, Rani-
pet, Villupuram, Kallaku-
richi, Tirunelve, and 
Tenkasi. 

The court said, “In
respect of the newly con-
stituted nine districts
cannot be held unless
fresh delimitation exer-
cise in respect thereto is
first completed.” — PTI

Northeast student body
calls for bandh over CAB

YOJNA GUSAI
ARKI/TAMAR/KHUNTI, DEC. 6

Time stands still in this
holiest of the holy places
in Jharkhand: Ulihatu vil-
lage, the birthplace of
“Birsa Bhagwan”. Cutting
across parties, state politi-
cians visit, eulogise Birsa
Munda, and seek votes in
his name.

But when it comes to
development and infra-
structure, things have
moved at a snail’s pace.
Ulihatu is in the Tamar
assembly and the Naxalite
“red corridor”, and the
BJP has never won here,
for muscular nationalism
and aggressive Hindutva
had never found much
purchase.

Employment and jobless-
ness are perennial issues

whose dark shadows have
only lengthened with
time. Since Jharkhand’s
formation there has been
a steady exodus of youths
from here. Though the
BJP government provided
“roads and electricity”,
unemployment remains
“our major concern”, a
local resident said.

There are hardly any
BJP flags or posters of sit-
ting MLA Rita Devi
Munda. But posters of
Vikas Munda, who
switched from AJSU to
become a JMM-Congress-
RJD candidate are visible
at prominent places.

Locals are also miffed at
the failed “attempts” to
amend the Chota Nagpur
Tenancy Act and the
Santhal Pargana Tenancy
Act, which they claim

intended to snatch from
“prakarti (nature)” for
sale to “outsiders”. These
efforts triggered the
revival of the ‘Pathalgarhi
movement’.

Ulihatu is one of many
villages where one can
find green Pathalgarhi
slabs notifying the
Constitution’s special pro-
visions under the Fifth
Schedule. The govern-
ment claims that Naxals
are misusing the age-old
practice of demarcating a
village’s gram sabha terri-
tory.

Chief minister Ragh-

ubar Das and the BJP
tried to clarify on occasion
that the “misconception”
created against the two
amendments was a
Congress and JMM
attempt “to keep develop-
ment away from tribal
areas” and misuse tribal
votes for political gains. “I
have raised these issues at
many chaupal meetings
and election meetings that
they can tell me even one
incident where my gov-
ernment or I have misused
the two Acts, but no one
has pointed out anything,”
he said.

The CM’s clarification
fell on deaf ears as far as
the villagers were con-
cerned.

As for the saffron prom-
ises, things have not
moved. 

Unemployment haunts J’khand
■ As state goes to polls today, voters rue lack of jobs

Hold TN panchayat elections
except in 9 districts, says SC

Fadnavis slams
clean chit to Ajit

Ajit Pawar

Akshay
Kumar

AKSHAYA KUMAR
SAHOO
BHUBANESWAR, DEC. 6

As prices of onions ho-
ver around `150 in many
parts of the state, the
vegetable seems to have
become exquisite for
thieves these days.

A vegetable vendor of
Raisunguda market, Kar-
unakar Barik, in Cut-
tack district on Friday
lodged a complaint at the

Salipur police station all-
eging that onions weigh-
ing around 10 kg were
stolen from his shop on
Thursday night.

The miscreants broke
into the shop late in the
night. “Surprisingly, on-
ly onions were missing
from the place, while oth-
er vegetables were still
there,” said Mr Barik.

This apart, the miscre-
ants have also looted
seven other shops.

Thieves loot onion from shop 
in Odisha, leave other veggies 

◗ Preparations are in
place to hold peace-
ful and transparent
polling, Jharkhand
CEO Vinay Kuma

● The NESU has
exempted Nagaland
from the bandh due
to the ongoing
Hornbill Festival
● The CAB was an
election promise 
of the BJP in 2014
and 2019 Lok
Sabha elections

Security personnel conduct a route march on the eve
of the second phase of the Jharkhand Assembly 
election at Tamar constituency near Ranchi on Friday.
According to the police, more than 42,000 security per-
sonnel, including Central forces, have been deployed in
the 20 seats spread across seven districts. — PTI
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Ban porn sites
Will urge Centre to impose a complete ban on
porn sites in order to stop rising cases of sexual
assault against women: Bihar CM Nitish Kumar

Disha’s family hails encounter 
ADITYA CHUNDURU
HYDERABAD, DEC. 6

The families of the four
accused in the Disha case
— Mohammad Arif, Jollu
Shiva, Jollu Naveen and C
Chennakesavulu —
expressed shock over their
encounter killing on Friday
morning. All four were shot
dead by Cyberabad police
when they allegedly tried to
escape from custody during
a visit to the crime-scene.
Arif was a resident of
Jakler village, while the
others were from
Gudigandla in Makthal
mandal, Narayanapet dis-
trict.

The four families said
they were upset at not
being able to meet their
sons before they died. “I
would like to have talked to
him once before he was
killed,” Shiva’s father
Ramappa said. 

“Even when the police
came a week ago for
inquiry, we told them they
can kill them. But they
could have waited a few
more days.” 

He dismissed the police’s
claim that his son and his
accomplices tried to flee
custody. “If they really

wanted to run away, they
would have tried to do so
much earlier,” he said.
“This claim is manufac-
tured.”

Channakesavulu's mother
too asked why the police

killed her son without due
process. “We agree with the
police’s action,” she said.
“But we were told a few days
ago that we would be able to
meet him next week. They
could have told us before
and we would have come to
see him before he died.”

Chennakesavulu's wife
Renuka of less than a year
slammed the police.
Wailing, she held a protest
on the road. “The police
don’t care about the law.
They didn't wait for the
court verdict and killed
him illegally. They have no
shame. Let them come, I
won’t move from here,” she
said.

She asked what she would
do in the future. “I am preg-
nant. I always believed my
husband would come back
to me one day, even after
decades. But this will not
happen. What will happen
to me?” she asked a
reporter.

Mohammed Arif's mother
was inconsolable. 

“Look at what has hap-
pened to us,” she said. “Our
son is lost. What will the
people of the village say?
We are poor people. We do
daily wage labour. I curse
his friends.”

ADITYA CHUNDURU 
HYDERABAD, DEC. 6

The family of the veteri-
narian who was brutally
raped and murdered on
November 27 have hailed
the “encounter” killing of
Mohd Arif, Jollu Shiva,
Jollu Naveen and Ch.
Chennakesavulu, the four
men who had been arrest-
ed for the crimes.

Her father told this
newspaper at his resi-
dence on Friday: “True
justice is impossible for
us — our daughter will
never come back. But
today’s incident (the
encounter) has alleviated
some of our pain.”

The sister too had simi-
lar views. Speaking to the
media, she said, “I did not
expect there would be an
encounter. I thought a
trial would go on for a few
months and (perpetra-
tors) would be sentenced
to death. But today’s
stringent punishment
will help prevent similar
crimes in the future.” 

The mother of Disha,
the name given to the vet
to protect her identity,
spoke to the media for
only a few minutes in the
morning. “We have
received justice. I thank
the police, media and the
residents of our colony
for their support,” she
said, struggling to find
the words she was look-
ing for. While praising the
state police, she brought
up the victim of the 2012
Delhi gangrape. “I did not
think we would ever get
justice. Nirbhaya’s family
still hasn’t got any justice.
I told everyone nothing
would happen, but Telan-
gana police has proven
me wrong,” she said. 

It was through televi-
sion news channels that
the family came to know
on Friday morning about
the ‘encounter’ in which
policemen shot all four
suspects on the grounds
that they were trying to
escape. Within a couple of
hours, the extended fami-
ly too had come in to offer
their moral support. Until
late in the afternoon,
Disha’s father and sister
were in the apartment
complex’s open area, talk-
ing to media persons who
were eager for sound
bites. Visibly exhausted,
Disha’s father pleaded
with reporters to let him
go home. “I have said the
same thing multiple times
already. Do you really
want me to say it again?”
he asked a reporter with a
cameraman in tow. He
obliged after the reporter
insisted. 

One of the reporters
asked him what he
thought of people who
were criticising the
encounter. “That is their
prerogative. I won’t be
able to comment on that. I
leave it to their judg-
ment,” he said. 

Once upstairs, the fami-
ly seemed to have their
first moment of peace in
several days of intense
media attention. Though
the grief was palpable,
there was also a sense of
peace in the house. The
family members, around
20 of them in total, were
watching TV in the living
room, flipping through
news channels. Some of
the channels were show-
ing interviews of people
sitting in the room. 

One of Disha’s uncles
shushed everyone when
an interview of
Nirbhaya’s mother came
on the TV. The family
nodded in appreciation
when Nirbhaya’s mother
hailed the encounter. 

Kin of accused upset as
they couldn’t meet sons

SRIRAM KARRI 
HYDERABAD, DEC. 6

On Facebook, armchair
activism and pent-up out-
rage of over a week trans-
formed Friday morning,
and erupted into a euphoric
celebration of bloodlust. 

Middle-class people, par-
ents, women, lawyers, engi-
neers, doctors, youth, even
senior citizens with grand-
children came together, cut-
ting across their differences
of preference over iOS and
Android, celebrated in uni-
son an encounter in which
four accused in Disha rape
and murder case were
killed early morning on the
city’s outskirts by
Telangana police.

“Last night, was having a
discussion that no action
had still been taken by
police. I feared this would
end up like Nirbhaya case.
But when I got up in the
morning, I heard all four

accused were encounter-ed.
I got up with a big smile. I
couldn’t tell how happy I
was. As a girl, it was heart-
breaking to have read about
the brutual crime. I have
been telling my sisters,
these criminals should be
taken to same spot and be
burnt alive. What happened
was karma. Proud of my
Telangana Police. Most peo-

ple applaud our Chief
Minister K Chandrashekar
Rao. Encounter or planned
killing, what they did was
simply amazing. I hope and
pray that we will see such
heinous crimes again.
#NotInMyCountryAgain
#HatsOffTelnaganaPolice
#JaiKCR,” wrote Pari
Nidhi, Telugu cine actress. 

Pamula Venkata Satya

Kumar, a PR professional,
shared a cop’s picture, and
wrote, “My hero! True
Indian! #Sajjanar
#Telangana. Encountered
all four culprits while they
were escaping! #Disha”,
and tagged a selfie with V.C.
Sajjanar, IPS officer.

Posts celebrating the
police action in Hyderabad
spread faster than a late
stage cancer, trending,
flooding any dissent with a
menacing putdown, per-
haps friends were unfriend-
ed, and blocked, but the
most liberal amongst the
encounter-supporters just
gently told all naysayers to
go to the opposite of heaven.

“Activists cry when jus-
tice is not done. Activists
also cry when justice is
done. Bravo, Telangana
Police! Job well done. Rest
in Peace #Disha,” posted a
lady.

The photos of ladies on
the encounter spot, tying

rakhis to trigger-happy
policemen were shared
with encouraging virtual
pats on the khakhi shoul-
ders. 

The responses most loved
were those that sought
more violence. 

“This was a very easy
death. They should have
been given more pain
before death. Right choice
of justice. No court, no bail,
no mercy petitions any
longer. No human right
activist should be allowed
to raise any issue or they
too should face same fate.
Well done, Hyderabad
police,” told a lady to a man
who raised “technical legal
points like should cops
kill?”

“I will celebrate tonight.
Join me, brothers and sis-
ters. #DayJusticeWas
Done,” posted a happy
proud citizen. There will be
much celebration there, at
least as FB promises goes. 

Bloodlust reigns as pride on social media

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 6

The rape survivor from
Unnao, who was airlift-
ed to Delhi and admitted
to Safdarjung Hospital,
is extremely critical and
on ventilator, doctors
attending to her said on
Friday.

“The condition of the
patient is extremely crit-
ical and she is on venti-
lator. Even her vitals are
very low,” said Shalab
Kumar, head of burn
and plastic surgery at
the hospital. The Delhi
Traffic Police on
Thursday provided a
“green corridor” for hin-
drance-free movement of
the ambulance carrying
her from the airport to
the hospital.  

“We have set up a dedi-
cated ICU room for the
patient. A team of doc-
tors are consistently
monitoring her health
condition,” Sunil Gupta,
medical superintendent
at Safdarjung Hospital,
said. 

The rape survivor suf-
fered 90 per cent burns
after five men, including
two of the rape accused,
allegedly set her on fire
while she was on her
way to court. One of the
two men accused of rap-
ing her last year was
granted bail 10 days
back. The other man had
been on the run. 

All the five men
involved in the attack
were arrested within
hours and the victim air-
lifted to Delhi. 

Unnao rape
survivor 
critical and 
on ventilator

Hyderabad: Hundreds
of people gathered at
Chattanpally on the
outskirts of the city
where the accused in
the Disha rape case
were shot dead by the
Cyberabad Police early
Friday morning. As the
news spread, a large
number of the general
public gathered at the
location. They brought
with them flowers to
pay homage to the vic-
tim. They placed them
in large numbers at the
spot under the bridge
where her dead body
was found. The mound
of flowers had grown
large by the evening.
Some flowers were
reserved for the police
as well. 

Hundreds visit
‘encounter’ site

True justice is
impossible for us 
— our daughter will
never come back.
But today’s incident
(the encounter) has
alleviated some of
our pain.

— Disha’s
father

Women offer sweet to police personnel as they commend the police in Hyderabad on Friday for its strong action against
the four accused in the gangrape and murder of a 25-year-old veterinarian. — PTI

Mother says she has received justice; thanks cops, media & neighbours for support

VUJJINI VAMSHIDHARA
HYDERABAD, DEC. 6

In a setback to the state
police, the Telangana high
court on Friday night
directed the Cyberabad
police to preserve the bod-
ies of the four accused, who
were killed in the
encounter, till 6 am Monday
in the mortuary at
Mahabubnagar Hospital.

A division bench compris-
ing Justice M.S.
Ramachandra Rao and
Justice K. Lakshman took
suo motto cognisance of a
representation from a
group of social activists and
women’s rights activists
representing various organ-
isations to the high court
seeking judicial interven-
tion into the encounter of
the accused of the Disha’s
gangrape and murder.

The bench asked advocate-
general B.S. Prasad to
appear. 

After a preliminary hear-
ing the bench directed the
AG to instruct the police to
preserve the bodies and
handover the first report
and the video-clips of the
autopsy at the encounter

site.  The bench posted the
matter to Monday. 

The activists in their rep-
resentation requested the
court to direct the director
general of police to pre-
serve the bodies of the four
deceased and to form a spe-
cial team of forensic
experts from New Delhi
(other than Telangana and
AP) to conduct repo-post-
mortem of the deceased.

The activists urged the
high court to constitute an
independent court-moni-

tored committee to examine
various issues pertaining to
the case investigation.

They prayed that a case
under Section 302 Indian
Penal Code be booked
against the police personnel
who participated in this
encounter and further
sought a direction to the
police to ensure that the
guidelines promulgated in
the Supreme Court guide-
lines in PUCL Vs. Union of
India be followed while
probing this case.

KANIZA GARAR
HYDERABAD, DEC. 6

Human rights groups have
called it an “alleged enco-
unter”, “cold blooded mur-
der” and demanded that the
police must be booked for
homicide.

Civil Liberties
Monitoring Committee gen-
eral secretary, Lateef
Mohammed Khan, said, “It
is a cold-blooded murder
which was meticulously
planned and executed. The
killing of the suspects has
taken away the major clues
which would have later
shed light on the crime.”

“There are many ques-

tions which will remain
unanswered forever as the
case is now closed. Was
there an attempt to save the
others in the system? The
crime was heinous, no
doubt, but there are many
lapses in the system which
led to the crime. Is the cold
blooded murder an attempt
to hide these failures?” Mr
Khan asked. After the
Nirbahaya incident, the
Verma Commis-sion had
given a list which must be
implemented in the crimi-
nal law system. Has that
been done, ask the activists.

The Human Rights Forum
demanded that all police
personnel who participated

in the killing of the accused
must be arresteded and
prosecuted for homicide.

G. Madhava Rao, HRF’s
Telangana state president,
said, “The police have
taken advantage of the sen-
timent of the people and
carried out murder. This is
the third incident of custo-
dial killing and these are
methodical slayings by the
police in their physical cus-
tody. It is not justice of any
kind. It is merely satisfying
the collective conscience in
an unlawful and murderous
manner.”

In December, 2008, three
accused in acid attack
where murdered in

Warangal. In October 20,
2007, two men accused in
the murder of Bank of
Indore branch manager
were murdered by
Visakhapatnam police near
Yendada.

Human rights activists
state that the police claim
of self-defence is farcical.

There are major questions
being raised whether these
killings will make women
safer. The activists say no.
Preventing crimes against
women requires a long, sus-
tained and complex battle
and has to be fought at
homes, educational insti-
tutes and also places of
work.

Activists condemn unlawful killings

HC tells police to preserve
bodies of accused till Dec. 9 

Sand artist Sudarshan Pattnaik creates a sculpture at a
beach in Puri to commend the Hyderabad Police for its
action against the four gangrape accused on Friday. — PTI

TIMELINE

NOVEMBER 27:
At 5.50 pm | Disha left
home on her bike.
6.08 pm | She reached
toll-plaza and parked 
the bike nearby.
9.13 pm | She came
back to Thondupally.
Accused Shiva took the
bike for repair and
returned, and again
went for repair at 9.28
pm.
9.45 pm | Disha’s mobile
phone got switched off.
Between 9.45 pm and
10.15 pm | Disha was
raped and murdered.
10.28 pm | The accused
left on the bike and
lorry.
11.45 pm | Disha’s fami-
ly approached RGIA
police.
NOVEMBER 28:
Between 2 to 2.30 am |
The body was burnt
under a culvert at
Chattanpally.
5 am | A milk vendor
noticed the fire.
7.30 pm | He com-
plained to the police on
seeing the hand of the
woman.
NOVEMBER 29: The
four accused were
arrested.
November 30: Produced
before the magistrate.
December 2: Court
grants custody from
December 3 to 12.
December 4: Police
questioned the accused
for two days (December
4 and 5).
December 6: During
early hours, the
accused were brought
to crime spot.
5.45 am to 6.15 am |
Accused attack the
police; cops retaliate,
which resulted in the
death of the accused.

Students celebrate in Moradabad on Friday. — PTI

Umasankar
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Governance
Expedite returning of land in Ooty
to TN govt for setting up medical 

college, says DMK MP A. Raja

SHORT TAKES

Bhubaneshwar: A major fire
broke out in as many as 14

bogies of a coal-laden train
at Singapur Road station of

Rayagada district on
Thursday evening, reports

said on Friday. The coal-
laden train en route

Titlagarh from Visakhapa-
tnam left Rayagada station

at 7 pm. When the train
reached Singapur Road sta-
tion at 7.30 pm, the station

master spotted fire in the
bogies and asked the train

driver D. Namaste and Guard
S.S. Behera to halt it. After

the train stopped at plat-
form 3 of Singapur Road

station, Railway staff present
there tried to douse the fire.

New Delhi: The ministry of
external affairs on Friday
said that six Indians had

been confirmed to be dead
so far in a reported LPG

tanker blast that took place
earlier this week in a ceram-
ic factory in Sudan, near its

capital Khartoum. It said
that of the 58 Indian workers
there at the time of the inci-

dent, 11 were “missing or
unidentified”, another eight

were hospitalised. In another
incident involving Indians in

the African continent, the
MEA confirmed that 18

Indian civilian crew members
of a merchant vessel had

been abducted.  

Bhubaneshwar: India’s
fastest woman Dutee Chand,
who has made many nation-

al records in 100-metre
races and won for the coun-

try several international
accolades, has stepped into
business to achieve success

as an entrepreneur.
The Olympian opened up

two hotels - ‘DT Delights’ -
in Bhubaneswar with an

objective to generate
employment for unemployed

youths in the state. Initially,
the athlete has selected twin

city Bhubaneswar-Cuttack
for her hotel projects. She is

targeting to launch 100
hotels in next two-three

years across Odisha.

MEA confirms death
of Indians in Sudan

14 coal-laden
bogies catch fire  

Indian sprinter
Dutee opens hotels

Will support CAB 
if citizenship given 

to each and 
every refugee

— Mamata Banerjee,
West Bengal CM

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY
BHOPAL, DEC. 6

Two unidentified men,
attired in black tracksuits,
early on Friday, intruded
into an Army camp at
Pachmarhi in Madhya
Pradesh’s Hoshangabad
district and decamped
with two automatic
weapons, the police said.

“We do not rule out
involvement of terrorists
in the incident”, sources
in intelligence wing of MP
police told this newspaper.

According to
Hosangabad district
superintendent of police

M.L. Chari, preliminary
investigations suggested
that two men landed in
Piparia railway station by
a train in the midnight of
Thursday and headed to
Pachmarhi Army camp in
a taxi.

They approached the
sentries posted at the
check post near the Army
camp, identifying them as
military personnel and
took away two rifles and
some live cartridges after
diverting their attention.

They then returned to
Piparia railway station in
the same taxi and might
have caught a train.

Sources said police iden-

tified the taxi driver and
detained him for interro-
gation.

The taxi driver gave
descriptions of the two
accused.

“The duo had carried
something in two huge
bags when they returned
from the Army camp to
proceed to Piparia railway
station”, the tax driver
was quoted as saying by
the police, sources said.

“We got some vital clues
that may lead us to arrest
the two accused.”

“The duo had dinner in a
restaurant before proceed-
ing to the Pachmarhi
Army camp. ”

“They have been identi-
fied from CCTV footage
recovered from the restau-
rant. We have traced their
location also. They will be
arrested very soon”, a sen-

ior police officer here dis-
closed requesting not to be
quoted.

“It is clear that the theft
was preplanned. The two
accused got off at Piparia
railway station and head-
ed straight to the Army
camp to loot the weapons. 

They returned to Piparia
railway station to flee
after taking away the two
automatic weapons”, he
added.

High alert has been
sounded across MP and
vigilance has been stepped
up in all the railway sta-
tions and bus stands in the
state to nab the duo,
sources said.

2 steal rifles from Army Cantt in MP
Suspected terrorists identified from CCTV footage; high alert sounded across state, rail stations

Prime Minister Narendra Modi greets former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh at a 
function to mark the death anniversary of B.R. Ambedkar at the Parliament House in
New Delhi on Friday. — ASIAN AGE

◗ They approached
the sentries posted
at the check post
near the Army
camp, identifying
them as military
personnel, and took
away two rifles and
some live cartridges
after diverting their
attention

■ Continued from Page 1
Sabha on the burning of a
rape victim in Unnao, the two
MPs left their seats and
entered the aisle near the Well,
when Ms Irani was speaking,
displaying allegedly “threat-
ening positions”.

Temperature rose in treasury
benches when Congress leader
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury took
a jibe at the BJP during Zero
Hour, saying “Sita is being
burnt everywhere” — a refer-
ence to the Unnao case —
while plans are afoot to build a
Ram temple in UP.

Uttar Pradesh has become an
“adharm pradesh” (lawless
state), he alleged, and also
referred to rapes in Malda and
Hyderabad.

A few other members also
spoke on the issue of sexual
violence against women, rape
and the early morning
Hyderabad encounter before
Ms Irani, an MP from Amethi
in UP, launched a blistering
counter-attack on the
Opposition, saying the Unnao
matter was being “commu-
nalised and politicised”.

She also attacked the
Trinamul Congress, whose
member Saugata Roy had spo-
ken before her for not refer-
ring to a similar case in Malda
in West Bengal.

“Yes, setting afire a woman is
condemnable, a heinous
crime. Yes, the rape and
killing of a woman is inhu-
man, but do not politicise the
issue. No one has ever commu-
nalised the issue in this
House,” she said.

She also alleged during the
“West Bengal panchayat elec-

tions... rape was used as a
political weapon”, and added
that the Unnao incident was
“inhuman” and a “brutal
crime”, whose perpetrators
should be awarded the death
penalty.

As she continued with her
aggressive attack on the
Opposition, T.N. Prathapan
and Dean Kuriakose of the
Congress left their seats and
entered the aisle near 

the Well. They were heard
shouting as they charged
towards the treasury benches.
Mr Prathapan was seen rolling
up his sleeve and both mem-
bers were pulled back by their
colleagues.

An angry Ms Irani told the
Congress members not to
shout at her. An uproar broke
out in the House and Union
minister Prakash Javadekar
sought an apology from the
Congress members, saying
that the treasury benches con-
demned their act.

MoS parliamentary affairs
Arjun Ram Meghwal said Ms
Irani was speaking on behalf
of the government and she
was interrupted. Pointing to
Ms Irani, Gaurav Gogoi of the
Congress said she was the one
who had made political com-
ments and triggered the row.

“We were only seeking an
explanation as to what the gov-
ernment was doing,” he said,
adding that Ms Irani made an
attacking speech.

“We were protesting this. In
protest, we did not come into
the Well of the House but
protested from our seats,” Mr
Gogoi said.

Soon after this, Speaker Om

Birla said that it was not prop-
er to make political comments
and to come to the Well of the
House to threaten anyone.
Later, when the House met
again after the lunch break,
the government sought an
apology from the two Congress
members, who were not pres-
ent, for their “threatening
position” towards Ms Irani.

“This is the most con-
demnable behaviour. They
came in a threatening position
when she was speaking. She is
a lady member of the House. It
is most uncalled for and they
should apologise,” parliamen-
tary affairs minister Prahlad
Joshi said.

When the House met again,
members from other parties,
including the BJD’s Anubhav
Mohanty and AAP’s Bhagwant
Mann joined the BJP leaders
in condemning the two
Congress MPs and sought
strict action against them.

Mr Joshi said the two mem-
bers had deliberately not come
back to the House and
demanded that they either
apologise or be suspended. Mr
Prathapan was one of the two
Congress members who were
recently 

named by the Speaker and
not allowed to attend the
House for a day for misbehav-
ing with marshals.

Mr Chowdhury rose to speak
but Meenakshi Lekhi, who
was in the Chair, expressed
her unhappiness at the
absence of the two members
and then suspended the pro-
ceedings for the day. The
House will now meet again on
Monday.

Cong MPs, Smriti in tussle
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India had placed a request
earlier to Pakistan for
“immediate, effective and
unhindered consular
access” to imprisoned
Indian former naval offi-
cer Kulbhushan Jadhav,
New Delhi said on Friday,
while also stating in
another matter that India
knows the “links” of per-
petrators of the Mumbai
terror attacks of 2008 to
“elements in the
Pakistani establishment”. 

The MEA said it was
Pakistan’s responsibility
to take action in the 26/11
trial case against the per-
petrators of that terror
attack.

Meanwhile, on the
Jadhav matter, New Delhi
said it was in touch with
Islamabad through diplo-
matic channels. It may be
recalled that Pakistan had

allowed Indian Charge d’
Affaires (Cd’A) Gaurav
Ahluwalia to gain con-
sular access to Mr. Jadhav
on September 2, this year.
After that meeting, New
Delhi had then said, “... It
was clear that Mr. Jadhav
appeared to be under
extreme pressure to par-
rot a false narrative to bol-
ster Pakistan’s untenable
claims. We will decide a
further course of action
after receiving a detailed
report from our Cd’A and
determining the extent of
conformity to the ICJ

directives.”
A Pakistani military

court had on April 10,
2017, sentenced Mr.Jadhav
to death on charges of
“espionage and sabotage”.
Islamabad has been claim-
ing that Mr. Jadhav was
“apprehended by Pakistan
law enforcement agencies
on March 3, 2016 after he
illegally crossed over into
Pakistan” and that he had
been engaging in “espi-
onage, terrorist and sabo-
tage activities aimed at
destabilising and waging
war against Pakistan”.
But, New Delhi has con-
sistently rubbished these
claims as false and base-
less. India had argued that
Mr. Jadhav was ‘kid-
napped from Iran, where
he was carrying on busi-
ness after retiring from
the Indian Navy, and was
then shown to have been
arrested in Balochistan”
on 3 March 2016 “.

SRIDHAR
KUMARASWAMI
NEW DELHI, DEC 6

South American nation
Ecuador on Friday con-
firmed that controversial
“godman” Nithyananda
visited Ecuador recently
but denied that he was
given asylum or that any
land had been sold to him.
India, meanwhile, on
Friday said it had can-
celled his passport over a
year ago, and it had “sen-
sitised” Indian missions
to keep foreign govern-
ments informed about
Nityananda’s anteced-
ents. 

The rape-accused self-
styled godman fled the
country without a pass-
port and he may have fled
through Nepal. Sources
in Ecuador said Nityana-
nada had recently visited
the country “as a tourist”.

In an official statement
from New Delhi, Equador
said: “The embassy of
Ecuador categorically
denies ... that self styled
Guru Nithyananda was
given asylum by Ecuador
or has been helped by the
government of Ecuador
in purchasing any land or
island in South America
near or far from Ecuador.
Moreover, Ecuador
denied the request for
international personal
protection (refuge) made
by Nithyananda before
Ecuador and later on,

Nithy-anan-
da left
E c u a d o r
presumably
on his way
to Haiti. All
the infor-
mation ...

published ... in India, is
based on the information
which allegedly has been
sourced from , a website
which is supposedly
maintained by
Nithyananda or by his
people.”

On reports that the
“godman” had through
his website declared a
separate “nation” on an
island purchased by his
followers, MEA
spokesperson Raveesh
Kumar said: “Setting up a
website is different from
creating a nation. He
(Nithyananda) has
opened a website.”

“When we got informa-
tion about the cases pend-
ing against him, what we
did was that we cancelled
his passport first,”
Kumar said. “Then he
applied for a fresh pass-
port which was denied.
There was an adverse
police report. We have
sensitised all our mis-
sions that he is wanted in
several cases. We have
asked our missions to
sensitise the local govern-
ment that in case he hap-
pens to transit through
that country, they should
let us know.”

MEA to decide on Jadhav
case after detailed report
Pakistan must act against 26/11 perpetrators: India
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The CBI on Friday
booked Allahabad
high court judge
Justice S.N. Shukla in
a corruption case for
allegedly favouring a
private medical col-
lege in 2017. 

According to
sources, immediately
after filing the FIR,
CBI sleuths conduct-
ed searches at multi-
ple locations in
Lucknow, Meerut and
Delhi. Along with
Justice Shukla of the
Lucknow bench of
the Allahabad high
court, the CBI has
also named I.M. Qud-
dusi, a retired judge
of the Chhattisgarh
high court, Bhagwan
Prasad Yadav and
Palash Yadav of the
Prasad Education
Trust, the trust and
private persons
Bhavna Pandey and
Sudhir Giri in the
case, they added. 

The accused have
been booked under
relevant sections of
the IPC and provi-
sions of the
Prevention of
Corruption Act. It is
alleged that the
Prasad Institute of
Medical Sciences was
debarred by the
Centre from admit-
ting students due to
sub-standard facili-
ties and non-fulfil-
ment of the required
criteria in May, 2017,
along with 46 other
medical colleges,
which were also
debarred on similar
grounds, sources
said. 

CBI books
HC judge
in college
scam case

Mumbai, Dec. 6: A 71-year-
old depositor of fraud- hit
PMC Bank died of a heart
attack at his residence
here, his relative said on
Friday.

Pratap Jiandani suffered
a heart attack on
Thursday afternoon at his
residence in suburban
Mulund, he said.

Earlier, at least eight

depositors, who had high
quantum of money stuck
with the bank, had died in
the last couple of months,
including one, who com-
mitted suicide. 

The relative said
Jiandani had an account
in Punjab & Maharashtra
Cooperative Bank (PMC
Bank), which was put
under restrictions by the

RBI in September after an
alleged `4,355 crore scam
came to light. However,
his death was nothing to
do with the bank scam,
said Jiandani’s relative
Mukesh Chhandiramani.
Jiandani’s son is return-
ing from Spain after
which his last rites will be
performed, he said.

— PTI

PARMOD KUMAR
NEW DELHI, DEC. 6

The Supreme Court on
Friday asked Madras
high court to decide
within four weeks a mat-
ter relating to a case
against Tamil magazine
Nakkheeran editor R.
Gopal for publishing
articles allegedly deni-
grating governor
Banwarilal Purohit.

Asking the high court
to decide the matter
pending before it within
four weeks given its
urgency, a bench of
Justice S. Abdul Nazeer
and Justice Sanjeev
Khanna declined to stay
the ongoing proceedings
before the trial court
against the editor R.
Gopal.

The top court had on
July 12, 2019, had stayed
further proceedings
before Madras HC in the
Tamil magazine Nakkh-
eeran case for publish-
ing articles allegedly
denigrating the gover-
nor Banwarilal Purohit.

The high court had put
on hold the trial court
proceedings against the
magazine’s editor.

Attorney general K.K.
Venugopal appearing for
TN told the court that
Mr Gopal was facing 211
defamation cases.

Decide TN
editor’s issue
in 4 weeks,
SC tells HC

Jammu, Dec. 6: The
Jammu and Kashmir
National Panthers Party
(JKNPP) on Friday called
for a ‘Jammu bandh’ on
December 7 to protest the
internet blockade follow-
ing the abrogation of cer-
tain provisions of Article
370 and the setting up of a
toll plaza at Sarore.

The Congress said it
will support the ‘bandh’.

“We appeal to the people
to participate in the
peaceful bandh tomorrow
(Saturday) against the
authoritarian moves of

the government. Over 34
organisations, including
traders, transporters and
students are supporting
our ‘bandh’ call,” JKNPP
chairman Harsh Dev said.

He accused the govern-
ment of “ruthlessly sup-
pressing” the genuine
aspirations of the
“nationalist” people of
the Jammu region.

“It is an insult to the
people of Jammu, who
are being subjected to an
internet gag and a com-
munication blockade,” he
added. — PTI

Net blocade: JKNPP calls
for Jammu ‘bandh’ Dec. 7

Nithyananda was
here, but denied
asylum: Ecuador

Another PMC Bank depositor dies

Kulbhushan Jadhav

4 suspects in Hyd rape
shot dead in encounter

Killings carefully planned 

■ Continued from Page 1
decided to send the let-
ter to Mr Shah. After the
meeting, AGP legislator
and state water
resources minister
Keshab Mahanta said
their letter had asked
for constitutional safe-
guards for the indige-
nous people of Assam
before bringing in the
CAB, plus 100 per cent
reservation for indige-
nous people in govern-
ment jobs, the Assembly
and parliamentary seats
from the state, the Inner
Line Permit (ILP) sys-
tem and Scheduled
Tribe status for six com-
munities — Sootea,
Muttock, Moran, Koch
Rajbongshi, Tai Ahom
and tea tribes. 

The regional party’s
demands also include
reserving 100 out of 126
Assembly seats for rep-
resentatives belonging
to the indigenous com-
munities of the state.
Party insiders, however,
feel that the move has
come very late. “The
party leaders, especially
those in the govern-
ment, could have taken
concrete steps to stop
the bill. 

But they kept silent.
Now they are only try-
ing to avert criticism,”
one of them alleged.
They sought a change of
guard in the party lead-
ership.

Meanwhile, students

of Cotton University
here on Friday organ-
ised a “Ranhungkar”
protest in which hun-
dreds of people took
part. 

Many civil society
leaders, including
singer Zubeen Garg and
students of JNU and
Delhi University have
also extended their sup-
port to the protest
against the CAB.

The speakers in the
rally also clarified:
“This is not a war
against the Bengali com-
munity. This is a war to
protect our motherland
from illegal immi-
grants.” 

Activists from various
fields including Tarali
Sarma, Manas Robin,
Amrita Gogoi, senior
journalist Ajit Bhuyan
and social activist
Udayaditya Bharali par-
ticipated the protest
rally.

The CAB seeks to
amend a 1955 law to
grant citizenship to per-
secuted Hindus, Buddh-
ists, Sikhs, Jains, Parsis
and Christians from
Bangladesh, Afghanis-
tan and Pakistan.

■ Continued from Page 1
at the crime spot before
the shoot-out happened.

“A team of 10 took the
accused in two vehicles to
the crime spot,” he said.
“The four tried to mislead
the police about where
they buried Disha’s
belongings and gathered
together. They snatched
pistols from two police-
men and attacked with
stones and sticks.”

Even after repeated
warnings, they refused to
surrender and opened
fire. The team had to
retaliate.

In the attack, two police-
men — sub-inspector K.
Venkateshwarlu and
police constable Aravind
Goud of Nandigama
police station were

injured on their head and
arm, respectively. They
were admitted to Care
Hospital and are out of
danger, he said.

“The police party
warned them to not open
fire,” the commissioner
said. “But, Mohammed
and Chennakeshavulu,
who grabbed the pistols,
fired at the police and
police returned fire. After
a lull, the police team
found the accused dead.”

Commissioner Sajjanar
said that a case would be
registered for a probe.
The deceased’s bodies
were taken to
Mahabubnagar govern-
ment hospital mortuary
for the post-mortem and
will be handed over to
their families.

■ Continued from Page 1
for any untoward activi-
ty by the accused on the
spot”, which led to the
death of all four.
Pointing out that the
deceased were arrested
by the police during
investigations and a
judgment was yet to be
pronounced, the rights
body said if the arrested
persons were actually
guilty, they must be pun-
ished in accordance
with the law.

The NHRC had earlier
said there was an
absence of a “standard
operating procedure” for
the police to immediate-
ly respond to panic situa-
tions. It said: “The com-
mission has been insist-
ing upon all law-enforc-
ing agencies to keep the
human rights angle in
their view while dealing
with persons arrested by
them or kept in their
custody... The right to life
and equality before the
law are the basic human
rights recognised and
granted by the
Constitution of India.”

Acknowledging that
growing incidents of
sexual assault and vio-
lence against women
had created an atmos-
phere of fear and anger
among the public, the
NHRC said the loss of
human lives, even of
those arrested by the
police, would definitely
give a wrong message to
society.

NHRC plans
to investigate

■ Continued from Page 1
men had been kept apart
from one another. It was
only when they were try-
ing to conceal informa-
tion that they were con-
fronted with each other.
“From the day they were
arrested, all were scared
after being told about the
public’s rage,” sources
said.

When asked whether all
were scared, sources
replied in the positive.
One even pleaded that
they had “committed a
big mistake.”

Interestingly, there are

different versions doing
the rounds about the dis-
covery of Disha’s mobile
phone, power bank and
watch. While sources
indicated that it became
known on Thursday itself
where it was hidden, for
some reasons it was
found only on Friday,
after the encounter.

It is reliably learnt that
the first among the four to
die was 27-year-old
Muhammed Arif. If
sources are to be believed,
Arif reportedly hurled
abuses at the policemen
during his last moments.

Enforce Inner Line
Permit in Assam: AGP

◗Many civil society
leaders, including
singer Zubeen
Garg, JNU and DU
students extended
support to protest
against CAB
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In the Opposition
Sajith Premadasa, who lost to Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
in the presidential election, was named as the
Leader of the Opposition in Sri Lankan Parliament

Brexit deal will be
disastrous for

businesses and jobs
all across the UK

— Jeremy Corbyn
Labour party leader

IN BRIEF

PML-N MULLS
NATIONWIDE

PROTESTS
SHAFQAT ALI | DC 
ISLAMABAD, DEC. 6

The Pakistan Muslim League
(Nawaz) on Friday announced
to stage a nationwide protest
on December 8 against the ris-
ing inflation in the country.

PML-N senior leader, Ahsan
Iqbal said his party had
planned to hold a demonstra-
tion against the incumbent
government on Sunday.

He said the government poli-
cies had impoverished the life
of poor, adding where has the
promise of economical elec-
tricity and gas prices gone? 

“PML-N will protest against
the rise in electricity prices
and record inflation across the
country,” he added. 

Meanwhile, Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan termed
the key role of media as being
fourth pillar of state and in
building public opinion on
government measures.

The Pakistan Prime Minister
will visit Geneva to attend the
first-ever Global Refugees
Forum beginning Dec. 17. This
is the first major meeting on
the refugees of 21st century.

Search for next 
Iraq PM begins

Nairobi building
collapse kills 2

Nairobi: A six-storey building
collapsed in Kenya’s capital

on Friday, officials said, with
at least two people killed
and others trapped in the

debris. A video showed peo-
ple cheering as one dust-

covered person was carried
away on a stretcher, one arm

outstretched. Shortly after-
ward the crowd hushed as

another person was carried
away but covered complete-

ly by a blanket. Nairobi
county police chief Philip

Ndolo said at least 10 people
had been rescued by resi-

dents of Tassia estate using
their bare hands. Eight peo-

ple had been taken to a hos-
pital, Nairobi regional com-

missioner Wilson Njenga
said. “Tragedy has struck us
again,” public works official

Gordon Kihalangwa said.

Baghdad: Iraq’s top Shi’ite
Muslim cleric said on Friday

that a new prime minister
must be chosen without for-

eign interference after the
incumbent Adel Abdul Mahdi
announced his resignation a

week ago. Grand Ayatollah
Ali al-Sistani urged political
leaders to abandon partisan

politics in choosing a new
head of government and

said he would have no
involvement in efforts to

replace Abdul Mahdi.
“We hope a new head of

government and its mem-
bers will be chosen within

the constitutional deadline
of 15 days, a representative
of Sistani said in his Friday
sermon in the holy city of

Kerbala.

Russian supply
ship off to ISS
Moscow: An automatic

Russian supply ship carrying
tonnes of supplies success-

fully blasted off on Friday
heading for the International
Space Station. The Progress

MS-13 cargo ship lifted off as
scheduled at 2:34 p.m.

(0934 GMT) atop a Soyuz
rocket from the Russian

space complex in Baikonur,
Kazakhstan. It successfully

entered a designated prelim-
inary orbit and is set to dock

with the space outpost on
Monday. The Progress is car-
rying about 3 tons (2.7 met-

ric tons) of food, fuel and
supplies to the space station,
which currently has six astro-

nauts aboard — Nasa astro-
nauts Andrew Morgan,

Jessica Meir and Christina
Koch; Italian astronaut Luca
Parmitano of the European

Space Agency; and Russia’s
Alexander Skvortsov and

Oleg Skripochka.

Macron’s pension reform paralyses France

People attend a demonstration in Paris. The Eiffel Tower shut down, France’s vaunted high-speed trains stood still
and thousand protesters marched through Paris as unions launched open-ended, nationwide strikes over the gov-
ernment’s plan to overhaul the retirement system. — AP 

US says Iran protest
toll may cross 1,000
Washington, Dec. 6: The
United States said that
Iranian authorities may
have killed more than
1,000 people in a crack-
down on demonstra-
tions, which Washington
cast as the clerical
regime's worst-ever
internal challenge.

The damning account
came as the US put new
pressure in the region
on its arch-enemy, with
an official saying the
Pen-tagon was consider-
ing sending 5,000 to 7,000
more troops.

“It appears the regime
could have murdered
over 1,000 Iranian citi-
zens since the protests
began,” Brian Hook, the
US pointman on Iran,
siad.

He acknowledged that
information was diffi-
cult to verify in Iran,
which has severely cur-
tailed the internet, but
said: “We know for cer-
tain it is many, many
hundreds.” Hook said
that “many thousands”
of Iranians have been
wounded and that at
least 7,000 protesters
have been detained.

President Donald Tru-
mp, receiving UN diplo-
mats at the White House,
called the crackdown
“brutal” and a “horrible
situation” as he vowed to
respond “strongly” to
any threat from Iran
against US interests.

Protests broke out on
November 15 across
Iran, whose economy
has suffered under
sweeping sanctions from

the United States, after
the government abrupt-
ly hiked fuel prices.

Hook said the ensuing
crackdown showed that
the regime has had to
rely on brute force and
was losing support even
with its traditional
working-class base.

“This is the worst polit-
ical crisis the regime
has faced and its 40
years,” Hook said.

The death toll is
sharply higher than the
figure of 208 dead given
by Amnesty
International, which
said it was cautious due

to difficulties in verify-
ing information.

But the toll matches
the figure of 1,029 dead
released by the Muja-
hedin-e-Khalq, the for-
merly armed opposition
that is fiercely critical of
the regime and has culti-
vated close ties with the
Trump administration.

Hook said the US was
basing its toll in part on
photos and videos sent
by 32,000 people after
secretary of state Mike
Pompeo invited Iranians
to defy internet restric-
tions.

— AFP

Seoul, Dec. 6: North
Korea threatened to resu-
me insults of US Pres-
ident Donald Trump and
consider him a “dotard”
if he keeps using provo-
cative language, such as
referring to its leader as
“rocket man.”

Choe Son Hui, the first
vice foreign minister,
issued the warning via
state media days after
Trump spoke of possible
military action toward
the North and revived his
“rocket man” nickname
for North Korean ruler
Kim Jong Un.

The comments came as
prospects dim for a resu-
mption of nuclear diplo-
macy between the two
countries. In recent mon-
ths, North Korea has hint-
ed at lifting its moratori-
um on nuclear and long-
range missile tests if the
Trump administration
fails to make substantial
concessions in nuclear
diplomacy before the end
of the year.

Choe said Trump’s
remarks “prompted the
waves of hatred of our
people against the US”
because they showed “no
courtesy when referring
to the supreme leadership
of dignity” of North
Korea.

She said North Korea
will respond with its own
harsh language if Trump
again uses similar phras-
es and shows that he is
intentionally provoking
North Korea.

“If any language and
expressions stoking the
atmosphere of confronta-
tion are used once again,
that must really be diag-
nosed as the relapse of
the dotage of a dotard,”
Choe said. The North’s
military chief, Pak Jong
Chon, also warned that
the use of force against
the North would cause a
“horrible” consequence
for the US. He said North
Korea would take unspec-
ified actions at any 
level. — AFP

N. Korea plans
to insult Trump

San Francisco, Dec. 6:
Nearly 6,000 instances of
sexual assault, including
more than 450 cases of
rape, were reported to
Uber in the United States
in 2017 and 2018, the ride-
sharing company said in
a report on safety
released on Thursday.

It is the first time that
Uber has released the fig-
ures — which also
revealed 19
fatal assaults
related to the
company over
the two-year
period — as it
and rival Lyft
face increasing
pressure to
cope with the
growing num-
ber of com-
plaints of
abuse.

The company received
464 reports of non-con-
sensual sexual penetra-
tion and 587 of attempted
non-consensual sexual
penetration in 2017 and
2018.

The other assaults fell
into categories such as
non-consensual kissing
or touching.

While the number of
reports went up from 2017
to 2018 in three of the five
categories, including non-

consensual sexual pene-
tration and non-consen-
sual touching of a sexual
body part, the ride-shar-
ing service hailed across-
the-board declines in the
‘incident rate’ based on a
larger number of overall
trips occurring in the lat-
ter year.

“From 2017 to 2018, Uber
saw approximately a 16
per cent decrease in the

average inci-
dent rate
across the five
most serious
sexual assault
c a t e g o r i e s
reported. Add-
itionally, there
were rate dec-
reases across
each of the five
individual cate-
gories,” the

report said.
Uber also reported 10

‘fatal physical assaults’
related to its service in
2017 and nine in 2018.

“During 2017 and 2018,
there were 19 fatal physi-
cal assaults occurring in
a total of 18 incidents in
relation to Uber,” the
company said.

Of the dead, eight were
riders, seven were drivers
and four were third par-
ties including bystanders,
Uber said. — AFP

Uber logs 6,000
sexual assaults

Senator triggers impeachment motion
The good thing is that the Republicans have never been more united. We will win, says US President
Washington, Dec. 6: House
Democrats moved aggres-
sively to draw up formal
articles of impea-chment
against President Donald
Trump on Friday, with
Speaker Nancy Pelo-si say-
ing he “leaves us no
choice” but to act swiftly
because he’s likely to cor-
rupt the system again
unless removed before
next year’s election.

A strictly partisan effort
at this point, derided
immediately by Trump
and other leading Repu-
blicans as a sham and a
hoax, it is a politically
risky undertaking. Demo-
crats say it is their duty, in
the aftermath of the
Ukraine probe, while
Republicans say it will
drive Pelosi’s majority
from office.

Congress must act,

Pelosi said. “The democra-
cy is what is at stake.”

“The president’s actions
have seriously violated
the Constitution,” she said
in a somber address at the
Capitol. “He is trying to
corrupt, once again, the
election for his own bene-
fit. The president has
engaged in abuse of

power, undermining our
national security and jeop-
ardizing the integrity of
our elections.”

“Sadly, but with confi-
dence and humility, with
allegiance to our founders
and a heart full of love for
America, today I am ask-
ing our chairmen to pro-
ceed with articles of

impeachment,” Pelosi sa-
id.

A defiant President
Donald Trump predicted
he “will win,” after the
Democratic Speaker of the
House of Representatives
gave the greenlight for
impeachment.

“The good thing is that
the Republicans have

NEVER been more united.
We will win!” Trump
tweeted. The White House
is now publicly embracing
a strategy it has privately
signaled for weeks: It will
accept the reality that
President Donald Trump
will likely be impeached
by the House and focus
instead on a made-for-TV
trial on friendlier turf in
the Republican-controlled
Senate.

Democrats, Trump
tweeted Thursday, “have
gone crazy. Therefore I say,
if you are going to
impeach me, do it now,
fast, so we can have a
fair.... trial in the Senate,
and so that our Country
can get back to business.”
It was a message that
came even before Pelosi’s
announcement. 

— Agencies

W a s h i n g t o n ,
Dec. 6:  Demo-
cratic presi-
dential candi-
date Joe Biden
snapped at a
questioner dur-
ing a campaign
event in Iowa
after the man
asked about his
son’s business
dealings in Ukraine.

“You’re a damn liar,
man,” the former vice-
president said in a rare
flash of anger at the town
hall in New Hampton,
Iowa. After first saying
that Trump was “messing
around in Ukraine,” the
man told Biden “you, on

the other hand,
sent your son
over there, to
get him a job
and work for a
gas company.”

“He had no
e x p e r i e n c e, ”
the man said.
“You’re selling
access to the
president.”

“That’s not true and no
one has ever said that,”
Biden said after calling
the man a liar. Biden’s son
Hunter served on the
board of Ukrainian gas
company Burisma from
2014 to 2019 and was
reportedly paid USD
50,000 a month. — AFP

YOU ARE A DAMN LIAR: JOE BIDEN
LASHES OUT AT VOTER DURING RALLY  

Joe Biden

IF YOU ARE GOING
to impeach me, do
it now, fast, so we

can have a fair
trial in the Senate,

and so that our
Country can get

back to business

DONALD TRUMP,   
US President

THE DEMOCRACY
is what is at stake.
The President’s
actions have
seriously violated
the Constitution. He
is trying to corrupt

polls again, for his own gain.

NANCY PELOSI, 
US Speaker

Barcelona, Dec. 6: A 34-year-old
British hiker was revived in
Spain after a six-hour cardiac
arrest brought on by severe
hypothermia, with the low
mountain temperatures that
made her ill also helping to save
her life in what a doctor
described as an ‘exceptional
case’.

Audrey Mash’s ordeal began on
Nov. 3 when she and her hus-
band were out hiking in the
Catalan Pyrenees. As the weath-
er took a turn for the worse,
Mash, who lives in Barcelona,
began experiencing trouble

speaking and moving.
The doctors at Barce-lona’s

Vall d’Hebron Hospital said she
had suffered the longest docu-
mented cardiac arrest in Spain.
“It’s an exceptional case in the
world,” Dr Eduard Argudo told
reporters on Friday.

She said she had no memory of
those six long hours. “Amazing.
It’s like a miracle except that it’s
all because of the doctors,” she
said.

As the time passed on the
mountain, Mash fell unc-
onscious and husband Ro-han
Schoeman said he thought she

was dead. “I was trying to feel a
pulse. I couldn’t feel a breath, I
couldn’t feel a heartbeat,” he
said. By the time rescuers
reached the couple two hours
later, Mash’s body temperature
had dropped to 18 degrees
Celsius and when she reached
the hospital, she had no vital
signs. “She looked as though she
was dead,” Argudo, her doctor,
added in a statement. “But we
knew that, in the context of
hypothermia, Audrey had a
chance of surviving.”

Hypothermia, while also bring-
ing her to the brink of death,

had also protected her body and
brain from deteriorating, he
said. “If she had been in cardiac
arrest for this long at a normal
body temperature, she would be
dead.”

Racing against time, doctors
turned to a specialised machine
capable of removing blood,
infusing it with oxygen and rein-
troducing it to the patient. Her
heart jumped back into action,
some six hours after emergency
services were first contacted.
Twelve days later she was
released from hospital. 

— Reuters

British hiker survives 6-hour cardiac arrest
Woman gets out of heart condition alive after collapsing in snowstormMEDICAL | MARVEL

Rabat, Dec. 6: The
United States and
Morocco discussed
efforts to isolate Iran,
officials said on Friday,
as secretary of state
Mike Pompeo paid a
visit to the kingdom.

Pompeo had been due to
have an audience with
King Mohammed VI but
the meeting was dropped,
apparently after the top
US diplomat extended a
visit to Lisbon to see
Israeli PM Benjamin
Netanyahu. But Pompeo,
the highest-ranking US
official to travel to
Morocco since President
Donald Trump’s election,
said he saw progress on
his half-day visit. 

“We have a great rela-
tionship between our
two countries,” Pompeo
said. “We make our peo-
ple safer in each of our
two countries.” Pompeo
met his Moroccan coun-
terpart Nasser Bourita
to discuss the threat
posed by Iran’s attempts
to broaden its regional
influence, as well as con-
flicts in Libya and
unrest across the Sahel
region, Bourita said.

Both Morocco and the
US have had tense rela-
tions with Iran since the
1979 Islamic revolution
toppled the pro-Western
shah, who was close to
the palace in Rabat.

— AFP

US, Morocco mull 
plan to isolate Iran

SHOOTER KILLED
IN U.S. NAVY
BASE ATTACK

Uber and its rival
Lyft are facing

increasing 
pressure to cope
with the growing

number of 
complaints of

abuse

Miami, Dec. 6: A shooter
was killed after opening
fire at a US naval base in
Florida on Friday and
killing at least one other
person.

Escambia County she-
riff ’s office tweeted it
could “confirm there is
no longer an active
shooter on NAS Pens-
acola. The shooter is
confirmed dead.” Naval
Air Station Pensacola
was put on lockdown,
with the US Navy report-
ing that at least one vic-
tim had been killed.

“One additional fatali-
ty has been confirmed.
Unknown number of
injured people being tra-
nsferred to local hospi-
tals,” it said. — AFP



T
he gangrape-murder of a young veterinarian in Hyderabad earlier
this week had stunned and angered India. Women becoming prey
in public spaces was becoming nauseatingly frequent in India.
2012’s ghastly Nirbhaya case is still fresh in everyone’s minds.

Seven years on, there is no justice.
This is due to the deplorable working of the judicial system. Instead of

working to repair this fundamental aspect of our democracy, even MPs
were seized by bloodlust and urged people to take the law into their own
hands after the gruesome Hyderabad incident. Such a “remedy” will
destroy the State and pulverise society.

The prayers of those seeking instant justice were swiftly answered. At
around 3 am Friday, Hyderabad’s policemen seem to have shot dead the
four accused in cold blood. The official version claims the accused were
taken to the scene of the crime to help reconstruct their foul deed, but they
tried to snatch the policemen’s weapons and flee. An “encounter” ensued.
The four alleged rapists were killed. 

The “encounter” story is unlikely to withstand scrutiny. It seems quite
plain that the accused were shot dead in cold blood in order to appease
public opinion. Demonstrations in Hyderabad showed people were very

angry after the gangrape-murder. The state
government appeared inefficient and helpless.
Telangana CM KCR came in for withering crit-
icism when he attended a wedding but failed to
meet the family of the young victim. He may
now breathe easy.

The people have largely approved of the cold-
blooded “encounter”. They showered flower
petals on the police. KCR has apparently
regained his lost political capital. But in giving
their approbation to the cold-blooded murder,
the people may have unwittingly taken the first
step toward the end of the rule of law. If the
police turn into terrorists and are entrusted
with hand-delivering speedy justice, no one may
be safe. Instead of improving and reforming the
courts, we may as well wind up the legal system.

This is how the Taliban rendered justice. They dispensed with the idea
of due process. They were initially applauded, just as the government and
police have been in Hyderabad. Later, the people of Afghanistan figured
that the Taliban and its police gave themselves the licence to commit
crimes at will. A police state acts in favour of the strong and against the
weak. It can make women disappear at will and there is no one to com-
plain to.

Key BJP leaders who approve the disturbing recent “justice-delivery” in
Hyderabad must know this can trigger demands for instant death (with-
out trial) for an MLA of their party in Uttar Pradesh accused of rape, also
a former Union minister of the party who ran an ashram, as well as men
involved in the Kathua rape case. In Hyderabad, the KCR government
appears to have acted in a way that can only lead downhill. Maneka
Gandhi, a former minister in the Narendra Modi Cabinet, has said that
Hyderabad has set a “dangerous” example. She is right.

7 DECEMBER 2019

Poor Prime Minister Narendra Modi: Bested by a Maratha named Ajit
Pawar of the NCP. The Maharashtra government’s Anti-Corruption
Bureau filed an affidavit before the Nagpur bench of Bombay high

court absolving Ajitdada, a former (and perhaps future) deputy chief min-
ister, of charges that as minister for water resources in 1999-2009 he
allowed cost escalations for 32 irrigation projects that totalled the not
inconsiderable sum of `17,000 crores. The ACB told the court that Mr
Pawar was not culpable. He went scot-free.

Ironically, the BJP rode to power in Maharashtra in 2014 by campaign-
ing against Ajitdada’s alleged misdeeds. The same party, in power for just
three days last month, decided it needed to continue in government at any
price — and how convenient that the man who was meant to deliver it a
coalition partner found himself cleared of all corruption charges. The affi-
davit was filed in Nagpur on November 27, the day after Devendra
Fadnavis and Mr Pawar resigned as CM and deputy CM respectively, but
three days before Uddhav Thackeray took over as CM. This means the file
was moved during those three days of Fadnavis 2.0. Sharad Pawar has dis-
closed that when he met the PM, he was asked to support Mr Fadnavis
with a couple of quid pro quos. (He did not.) One might think the PM him-
self ran the operation to secure Fadnavis 2.0. This might imply the PM’s
knowledge of the operation to entice Ajitdada into government — with a
quid pro quo of Ajitdada’s own. And hey presto! Ajitdada no longer had a
scam hanging around his neck. One might think the whole three-day
drama was engineered for this same clean chit. In which case, one can
only reiterate: Poor Mr Modi. Bested by a Maratha.

PM bested by Ajit Pawar!

Encounter in Hyderabad
sets dangerous example
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The prayers of
those seeking
instant justice

were swiftly
answered. At

around 3 am Fri-
day, Hyderabad’s

policemen seem to
have shot dead

the four accused
in cold blood.

c m y k c m y k

A man of honour should never forget what 
he is because he sees what others are

The dew of compassion 
is a tear

BALTASAR GRACIAN
MIND  POWER

LORD BYRON PAGE
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A
fghans love their country
like no other and call it
“Graan” (the most pre-
cious) Afghanistan. Today

it is going through a dire existen-
tial period, perhaps its last. It is
estimated that, since the war in
Afghanistan began in 2001, over
111,000 Afghans (including civil-
ians, soldiers and militants) have
been killed, and about 30,000 civil-
ians wounded so far; the price paid
in the hope to bag the biggest tro-
phy. If it keeps its boundaries
intact, then the sacrifices may not
have been entirely in vain.

In this final round, great dangers
are lurking for the unity of the
country. 

As we know, linguistically and
culturally, Afghanistan is not one
nation. War, despite its horrors, is
sometimes referred to as “creative
destruction”. 

The First Afghan War did much
to define the modern boundaries of
the Afghan state. But if war can be
creative in one instance, it can be
destructive in another. The First
World War completely destroyed
the Austro-Hungarian Empire and
gave birth to several states based

on nationalism. The Second World
War reduced Great Britain to a
small island — notwithstanding
having won the war — paving the
way for the liberation of many
colonies. 

Boundaries have been appearing
and disappearing, but ethnicities
are more or less occupying the
same spaces.

Victory in this longest war for the
Afghan Taliban is not yet assured.
The confusion over the withdrawal
of American forces is worst con-
founded by the paralysis in deci-
sion-making in the US govern-
ment. 

In a move bordering on insanity,
President Trump tweeted away the
agreement reached in Doha last
September on a very flimsy pre-
text. Now, faced with possible
impeachment, he is in search of
some action to lift the gloom in his
camp. He has activated his team to
restart the Doha process. Though
he had promised the American peo-
ple he would bring their troops
home, particularly from
Afghanistan and the Middle East,
this campaign pledge has been
largely unmet. Troop deployment

has only increased since he took
over as President, with about
200,000 American forces currently
overseas.

President Trump’s diplomatic
move to restart the negotiations
stands starkly in contrast with
what the Chairman Joint Chiefs of
Staff Gen. Mark Milley told ABC
News in a recent interview, who
said that that the clear objective set
by the US for Afghanistan had not
been achieved. American forces
would stay for many more years in
Afghanistan, till it is no longer
deemed a threat to the US main-
land. 

Did he mean the total defeat of the
Taliban? Is that a realistic objec-
tive after 19 years of conflict and an
ascendant Taliban?

It is possible that the US
President may, in characteristic
fashion, withdraw a major portion
of his forces via tweet, leaving
Afghans vs Afghans. That will be a
pyrrhic victory for the Taliban.
Pakistan’s efforts are directed
towards facilitating the US with-
drawal in order to elicit a few
cheers from it. 

It is a myopic policy. Pakistan

should work for comprehensive
peace in that country. Pakistan has
been playing above its weight in its
neighbourhood, and has lent its
shoulders to others to fire their
guns from. 

It has chosen sides in the conflict
under a policy driven by fear of
encirclement. As a result, it is dis-
liked by many (not all) Afghans.
Accept this fact.

If the Taliban continue to pursue
their objective through military
conquests, it will be by wading
through a sea of blood. 

One part of Afghanistan has tight-
ly embraced the zeitgeist or spirit
of the times. The other is pursuing
a caliphate. 

This is a powerful mix for a
supernova taking shape across
Pakistan’s western border. It holds
many dangers for Pakistan.
Seismic shocks travel through bor-
ders; when a star collapses, it gives
rise to the formation of others.

It is thus important for Pakistan
in particular and other neighbours
such as China, Russia and Iran to
work for comprehensive peace in
Afghanistan. 

The Taliban need to heed the

words of the Greek poet Hesiod:
“observe due measure, for right
timing is in all things the most
important factor”.

The Afghans need a break. They
have been through so many
tragedies and horrors of war. I
recount one if the mystery of
dreams is believed in. 

Jets bombed Zarmina’s house in
Nawa Kaley in Logar province. The
corpses could not be distinguished
from one another. 

They were all buried together,
near where they died. Zarmina
kept appearing in the dreams of
her half brother, asking him to
make her whole. 

Bewildered, he searched every
nook and cranny of her house,
until he found, in the smallest
pocket of his waistcoat, the tip of a
woman’s finger still etched in
henna. 

He had left it there in the confu-
sion of the funeral. He wrapped it
in a clean cloth, and buried it
where the others were — after
which, Zarmina’s soul rested in
peace.

By arrangement with Dawn

Is there a real
chance of a

return to peace
in Afghanistan?

H
y d e r a b a d i s
woke up to a
t e r r i f y i n g
morning. In
the early

hours, the four rapists
and murderers of a vet-
erinary doctor going
home were shot dead in
the same area. It was an
“encounter” killing. The
fakeness of it, and the
violation of the standard
operating procedures,
are obvious. Why was
the reconstruction of the
scene done at that
unearthly hour? The
men were unarmed.
Why, if they were really
running away (a highly
unlikely occurrence),
were they not shot in the
legs?

No, this was mob jus-
tice. The undivided state
of Andhra Pradesh has a
long history of it. They
have killed many people,
from acid throwers to
rapists to Naxalites to
other dissenters in this
fashion. This was to
please the middle class
who have been baying
for the blood of the
rapists-murderers since
the incident came to
light. This is to quell the
misplaced and highly
problematic rage that
has been spilling across
the media and the social
media.

The police and the
media have been incom-
petent throughout. The
name of the victim,
according to Section
228A of the Indian Penal
Code and a directive by
the Union home min-
istry of January 2019,
should not have been
disclosed. It was bandied
about by the police first
(in consultation with the
victim’s father) and the
media followed. Days
later, she began to be
called Disha. The stable
doors were closed but
the horses had already
bolted. And these were

deranged horses. The
media was egging the
police on, the social
media was beserk (and
are in a collective
orgasm now). With V.C.
Sajjanar in charge, not
much else was to be
expected. This was the
same man who shot
down three acid throw-
ers in 2008 in Warangal.
He became a hero then.
He was garlanded and
paraded on shoulders.
Clearly, he wants that
exhilarating feeling
again.

But whose is this “pub-
lic anger”? Why is the
murder done in our
names? Why must the
government show itself
as gutsy by gunning
down people in a clear
prevarication of the law
and due process?

To be sure, there is a
mad anger all around.
Young, intelligent
women are sending me
WhatsApp messages in
capital letters saying
how delighted they are.
The Internet has erupted
in a bloodcurdling
orgasm. But what are we
celebrating? Perhaps
some counter-questions
will help.

Why hasn’t BJP MLA
Kuldeep Singh Sengar
been shot dead in an
encounter? Why is it
only the poor and the
disenfranchised who are
shot dead so easily?
When politically power-
ful and upper caste men

rape, the system col-
ludes to prove that it
was not rape at all. It lets
them burn the victim to
within inches of her life.
When lower caste, lower
class men rape, they
become good fodder in
which to produce a fake
catharsis and call it a
demand from “angry cit-
izens” in “massive out-
rage,” call it a way to
“calm down tempers”.

Is this how one calms a
temper? By killing four
men in cold blood? By
breaking with law and
order, due process and
any semblance of
democracy? If the police
do this in our names,
what are we legitimising
here? Hundreds and
thousands of men rape
and do much worse
every day. Do we line
them all up and shoot
them?

Is this really a
catharsis? Catharsis in
Greek tragedy is a
collective recognition of
one’s own complicity in
violence, in the
structural nature of a
violation. The audience
empathises with the
man who has committed
a crime (like Oedipus
sleeping with his mother
and killing his father)
and feels with him. Is
this a catharsis? Is
celebrating the murders
of four stupid,
disenfranchised and
dehumanised men who
did something terribly
wrong a catharsis?

Why does it make us
feel better? Will all rapes
stop today? Is this how
justice works? So, all we
need to do to people who
commit any crimes is to
get them out on the
roads and lynch them,
shoot them down? Is this
really what we want?
This is a deeply juvenile,
masculinist idea of jus-
tice and solves none of
the structural condi-
tions that produce rape.
How does this make us
any different from Saudi
Arabia? Do we now want
public lashings, ston-
ings, branding people on
the head for the crimes
that they commit?

The four boys/men
standing in the police
station, looking terri-

fied, remorseful, defiant
(all four standing with
their arms crossed
across their chests),
scared, quite beside
themselves, reminds one
of Hannah Arendt’s
“banality of evil”.

All four of their moth-
ers wanted them pun-
ished.

All came home that
night and went to sleep.
The Muslim guy told his
mother that he had an
accident, a girl had died.
And then he went to
sleep. The Hindu guy
told his mother that he
had killed a girl. And
went to sleep.

All were arrested by
the morning.

The alcohol and the
hangover had worn off
their bodies in that
footage. They have now
been killed.

There was no one to
help them process the
horror of what they had
done, pull them back
from the depths to which
they had dehumanised
themselves, that made
them dehumanise a
woman who did nothing
but trust them. Did they
even realise they were
snuffing the life out of
her, something they
managed to do in sec-
onds, that they were
necrophiliacs having
sex with a dead body? Is
that the measure of their
distance from, and
desire for, the female
body?

But they will never be
allowed to ask them-
selves these questions,
never receive answers
from themselves.

But, more disturbing-
ly, we are not asking
ourselves these ques-
tions as we celebrate
these murders and call it
justice.

This is a 
deeply juvenile,
masculinist idea
of justice and
solves none of the
structural condi-
tions that produce
rape. How does
this make us any
different from
Saudi Arabia?

NO IMPLEMENTATION
THE GOVERNMENT’S slogan Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao seems to be a
superficial one when on a daily
basis women are being treated
worse than animals. The recent
horrific incident in Telangana did
not “stir the nation’s soul” as with-
in a few days two more incidents
have shocked the nation. We have
been speaking about stringent pun-
ishment (capital punishment) but
then there is a lack of implementa-
tion in reality.

Syed Abdul Monim
Navi Mumbai

FM’S NONSENSE
THE RISING onion prices are mak-
ing Indians cry under the present
government. Union finance minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman made a
shameful and disgraceful state-
ment that she does not eat onions.
This is nothing but a great insult to
Indians, for whom onion prices are
more than oil prices and the minis-
ter does not seem to be bothered
about it. The fact of the matter is
that the people of India actually do
not bother about whether minis-
ters eat onions or not but they must
bring down prices. It is high time
politicians stopped talking non-
sense on the onion crisis in the
country.

Bhagwan Thadani
Pune

LETTERS
I CONDEMN CAB!
The Union Cabinet
cleared the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill 2019
on Wednesday, paving
the way for its introduc-
tion in Parliament. The
bill seeks to amend the
Citizenship Act 1955 by
seeking to grant citizen-
ship to undocumented
Hindus, Christians,
Sikhs, Parsis, Jains and
Buddhists from
Bangladesh, Pakistan
and Afghanistan who
came to India on or
before December 31,
2014. I want to ask the
government why they
are excluding Muslims?
The bill is a grave viola-
tion of the Constitution.

M. Hasan
Bengaluru

Every Monday the best letter of
the week wins `500. Email: 

letters@asianage.com Else, send
to Jawaharlal Nehru National
Youth Centre, 219 Deen Dayal

Upadhyay Marg, New Delhi 110002

Subhani

A. Rauf K.
Khattak

HYDERABAD RAPE-MURDER: THE AFTERMATH

Not in my name! Some
questions on shooting

Ashley Tellis

Why does it make
us feel better?

Will all rapes stop
today? Is this how
justice works? So,
all we need to do

to people who
commit crimes is

to get them out on
the roads and

lynch them? 
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FLASH DROUGHT QUAKE LAKE
Word  SPY

A drought that develops 
abnormally quickly

A lake formed when an earthquake causes 
landslides that block a large river

A
t a time
when George
Orwell was
struggling to
make sense
of the
S p a n i s h
Civil War in

Barcelona in the 1930s, the
Himalayan region of Kashmir
had made a transition from
economic awakening to politi-
cal awakening. Prior to this,
philosopher-poet Mohammed
Iqbal had written a Persian
poem titled Saqi Nama in the
Nishat Gardens in Srinagar.
The poem talks about the
abject condition of the
Kashmiri weaver and artisan.
The Kashmir Valley was then
preparing for a political
makeover.

And the stage was set to
transform the All Jammu and
Kashmir Muslim Conference

— the restive region’s first
political formation — and mod-
ify its nomenclature to Jammu
and Kashmir National
Conference, with the stated
aim to accommodate varied
shades of opinions. This was to
bestow the party a secular out-
look. Today many believe that
Kashmir was, and rather is,
essentially an issue of Muslim
aspiration which ought to be
asserted and articulated
unapologetically.

Meanwhile, like many con-
scious Europeans, Orwell was
alarmed by the rise and early
triumphs of fascism —
Mussolini’s victory in Ethiopia
and Hitler’s reoccupation of
the Rhineland. The primary
reason behind Orwell’s
sojourn to Spain was to write
newspaper articles, but he
ended up joining the militia.
He was a “romantic puritan

with a longing for equality”.
He was fascinated by the con-
cepts of justice, equality and
freedom.

Julian Symons notes in
Homage to Catalonia that “to a
generation of young people
throughout Europe, the crucial
event of the 1930s was the
Spanish Civil War.”

When a section of young
Europeans, from Spain and
France and elsewhere, were
attracted to the “revolution” in
Spain, a section of young and
assertive Kashmiris was show-
casing defiance against the
autocratic Dogra rule of
Maharaja Hari Singh. It is also
proven that a section of educat-
ed Kashmiris were influenced
and inspired by the Russian
Revolution at the time.

As the Spanish Civil War had
attracted Orwell and thou-
sands of non-Spanish volun-
teers who joined the
Republicans (militia) in the
1930s, many young men in
Peshawar were driven by a
romantic cause in the late
1970s. The cause of liberating
Afghanistan from Soviet occu-
pation drew idealists from
across the Muslim world. The
Iranian Revolution had been
instrumental in inspiring the

Muslim youth at the time. It
had made them believe that
anything was possible. 

A similar pattern was seen in
Kashmir in 1989 when several
hundreds of Kashmiri youth
took up arms to challenge New
Delhi’s writ in the restive
region. What happened in
Kashmir in 1989 did not hap-
pen in isolation. There was a
regional context and also a
global framework. The decade
in question was the 1990s and
the event was the battle for
Bosnia. At the start of the
decade the former Yugoslavia
was crumbling into chaos and
civil war. Germany witnessed
the historic fall of the Berlin
Wall. Kashmir too had its own
context of various vibrant

political movements (the
Plebiscite Front from 1953 to
1975), a transitory armed strug-
gle al-Fateh not long after the
Partition in 1947, and the Quit
Kashmir movement launched
by Sheikh Abdullah in the
early 1940s against the despotic
Dogra regime. Around the
same time the world powers
were engaged in a deadly con-
flict — the Second World War.

The Kashmir issue can be
easily misunderstood if it is
analysed in isolation. Global
events have shaped the politi-
cal discourse in the region and,
at times, also mobilised public
opinion throughout various
political struggles.

Not many people are aware
that left-wing intellectuals had
reasonable influence on
Kashmir’s political landscape
in the 1930s and 1940s, so much
so that Kashmir’s city centre,
Lal Chowk, is named after
Moscow’s Red Square.

Moreover, a fascinating docu-
ment named Naya Kashmir
was pro economy and gender
sensitive. Naya Kashmir
became the new manifesto for
Kashmir’s social and economic
awakening. Several
Communists, especially Baba
Pyare Lal Bedi and his wife,

Freda Bedi, were instrumental
in drafting the Naya Kashmir
document. It visualised
Kashmir along the lines of a
Soviet Central Asian republic.
It was formally adopted by the
Sheikh Abdullah-led National
Conference in 1944.

Generally speaking, people in
Kashmir are politically con-
scious and do keep a watch on
global affairs. Many of them
usually keep themselves
abreast with the latest happen-
ings. Events like the Arab
Spring or the recent protests in
Hong Kong have not gone
unnoticed in Kashmir. During
the prolonged shutdowns from
2008 to 2019, many conscious
Kashmiris have revisited the
libraries to read more and
understand more about their
history and international
affairs. They draw lessons from
the past. They also try to strike
a balance between self-congrat-
ulatory chatter and self-
loathing. They love discussing
Kashmir and world affairs over
a cup of tea or kehwa.

Some are also critical that
people have not reacted in
time. Others argue that angry
athletes make mistakes and the
fact that anger has to be chan-
nelised for good. Intellectually

stimulating discussions over
Kashmir are a regular feature
of normal life in Kashmir in
abnormal times when the
region is about to set a world
record for the longest-ever
(four-month-long) Internet out-
age in the world. Others are
critical of the silence, while a
few see it as a strategic pause.
And do point out to the fact that
this silence is meaningful.

Therefore, the perceptible
silence in Kashmir after what
happened on August 5 cannot
be misconstrued as surrender
by any stretch of the imagina-
tion. Signals from the ground
demonstrate that the BJP’s
strong-arm tactics and majori-
tarian narrative have com-
pelled Kashmiris to do a
rethink, and made them
regroup with a renewed
resolve to fight back. They
believe that they have shown
grace under pressure. They
deserve freedom of expression
and also freedom after expres-
sion, they say.

Kashmir’s silence, as
Arundhati Roy has noted, is
the loudest!

The writer is a 
journalist, author and 
political commentator

“Haldi stains on a curry-cook’s
sleeves
Are all the stains splashed curries
leave

F-words in the room suspended
Mark the place where a quarrel
ended

Lying prophecies were the bane
Of him who defended
Dunsinane…”
From Proverbs of Kala Kela by
Bachchoo

A
t the end of a meeting
of the trustees of a
renowned national
theatre venue in West
London, I tried to fig-

ure out how to get to my next
appointment in the southwest of
our great and good city. I sum-
moned the London Underground
map on my mobile phone, fully
aware that there were no under-
ground stations near where I
wanted to go. 

My colleagues saw me perusing
the map and muttering about my
frustration at not being able to see
connecting bus routes on the
same map. 

Several tech-savvy persons
standing around said they would
check on their own phones and
soon there were five people
around me clicking the apps on
their mobiles to assist. 

“Get off the tube at Putney and
then you’ll have to change buses
twice,” said the quickest.

“Take an Uber for God’s sake,”
said another. “It’s not the South
Pole you’re going to.” 

“Of course,” I said. “Why didn’t
I think of it in the first place?” 

And, gentle reader, it wasn’t my
way of pretending that I didn’t
want to spend money on the Uber
fare. It genuinely hadn’t occurred
to me as the obvious way to

undertake this fractured trip. 
I have, in my short and happy

life, taken Ubers a hundred times.
I have the app on my phone and
have struggled with it. And yet
when my mind summons a means
of getting from A-to-difficult-B it’s
not the first method of con-
veyance that comes to mind. 

On this occasion a third col-
league jumped in. 

“Uber? Don’t use Uber! Sadiq
has just threatened them with los-
ing their licence to operate.
Great!”

He was referring to the fact that
Sadiq Khan, the mayor of London,
has announced the revocation of
Uber’s licence saying that their
drivers were not adequately
checked and that the inadequacy
had given rise to a danger to pas-
sengers. 

“I don’t think they’ll want to
rape Farrukh,” said the person
who’d suggested calling an Uber. 

The debate about Uber and its
safety has weathered several
storms. When Sadiq’s predeces-
sor, Boris Johnson, was confront-
ed with the issue of licensing
Uber, he sided with the company
and reaped the wrath of the tradi-
tional black-cab-drivers of
London. Boris quoted freedom of
trade as his persuasion, but one of
the factors for licensing Uber was
its popularity with the voters of
London who had discovered that
this IT-aided service was not only
cheaper than the London cab but
saved them stepping into the
street and waiting to wave their
arms at one that passed. 

Another dispute Uber faced was
from its own drivers demanding
the rights that other employees
had to holidays and pensions. It
didn’t work. They are still classi-
fied as self-employed. 

In this occasion I called an Uber
which came in one minute. There

could be only one topic of conver-
sation between the driver and
myself — Brexit. He was for it and
said so and why. I remained diplo-
matically silent, recalling a ride I
had in a cab from the airport to
New York City with a companion.
We discussed our opposition to
President Bush’s invasion of Iraq.
The cabbie overheard our conver-
sation, pulled up by the side of the
highway and told us to get out. He
wasn’t having anti-Americans in
his cab. We had to thumb and beg
our way into the city. 

So, last week, I had a safe jour-
ney. My daughters spend huge

sums of money on Ubers on week-
ends, going home in the early
hours from their socialising. I
have asked them why they don’t
take London’s night buses, which
they protest are unsafe and full of
rapists. Or maybe they said
“racists”, and I misheard. 

The point is that the younger
generation takes the gig economy,
ordering food by mobile app, get-
ting some wretched instrument to
switch lights on and off or open-
ing and shutting pianos, and buys
almost everything on Amazon,
lumbering others with retrieving
the deliveries from delivery
points because they are not home
to intercept parcels. 

And talking of Amazon, they
owe me a contracted advance for a
book they have commissioned.
The normal procedure consists of
my brilliant literary agent send-
ing me the last page of a contract
to sign and scan and e-mail back
— and then in time a cheque or
money in my bank arrives. 

Not so with this contract. For
weeks I’ve been sent different doc-
uments about this that and the
other, mostly tax status, to sign.
The final piece of bureaucracy

was some stuff to register me as a
person whom Amazon could pay.
It did allow me to say where I
lived and which bank I used and
where I paid my taxes, but this
after very many twists and turns
and assumptions that I was either
a US citizen or someone who was
being asked which state of India I
lived in. I think I successfully
completed the several taxation
documents and the registration as
an Amazon creditor. 

Time will tell if it was worth the
effort. 

I was asked to supply several
passwords and was frequently
told they were invalid. I was, time
and again, referred to numbers
and codes on different instru-
ments which Amazon seemed to
know I possessed — “we have sent
a code message of XYZ (or some
such) to your iPhone 8, please
refer to it and fill it in here!”. All
for tax purposes? 

And as I went through the hoops,
I read in British publications that
Amazon pays little or no tax in the
UK while earning billions from its
consuming public. It may of
course be that they don’t want to
fill all those UK tax declarations.

T
he big question is: why
do certain emotional and
other factors make us
anxious? Or, why they

trigger psychological anguish —
or, disrupt our immune system
— leading to illness? Or, why
some people spend most part of
their lives fending anxiety,
depression, or other stressful
states, day-in and day-out?

The most obvious answer that
emerges in today’s context is —
relentless stress and anxiety

may affect your genetic expres-
sion. This may, in turn, impact
your risk of developing illness,
or disease, such as high blood
pressure and diabetes, aside
from cancer. There’s also a para-
dox — not all disagreeable feel-
ings, such as anxiety and melan-
choly, are wholly awful. The fact
is they all have substantial bio-
logical functions — to protect us,
for example, from harm. Picture
this — a person who does not
have the ability to feel pain may

hurt oneself with disastrous con-
sequences. Put simply, physical
pain compels us to come out of
harm’s way; it helps us to sur-
vive. As the philosopher
Epicurus observed, “The occur-
rence of certain bodily pains
assists us in guarding against
others like them.” 

All of us are affected by feelings
of despondency, from time to
time. Moody blues, like-
wise, are universal
responses to disap-
pointments in life and
career. Ironically, such
outcomes have percep-
tible functional bene-
fits. When you feel
dejected, you are less
likely to persist with
what you are doing — without
any real success. This opens up a
new window — it motivates you
to “shift” gears. In other words,

it’d turn out to be your best big
step to success.

Negative emotions, such as
fear, as psychologists suggest,
are not just biological faults.
They are defensive mechanisms.
They are palpably distinctive,
because they assist us to repulse
problematic situations, or diffi-
culties, and improve our emo-
tional and mental capacity to do

so. When they have the
reverse effect, the end
result is apparent.
Here’s why. You may
have seen, or known,
people who are far too
less anxious, or never
disturbed. They don’t
seem to care, or worry,
about anything. Life,

for them, is a song, a merry-go-
round of tangible happiness.
You’d be envious of them — for
their unruffled, affirmative atti-

tude. You’d be wrong — because,
they may end up, rather unex-
pectedly, at the nearest hospital,
or get marooned in a personal
adversity that you’d have never
dreamt of. 

This brings us to a classical
truth — the inexhaustible
cadence of our unconscious self.
To paraphrase Carl Gustav Jung,
“plumber of the collective uncon-
scious”, our unconscious self is
nothing but the all-encompassing
sensor, or “chip,” of our experi-
ential self and also personality —
the fundamental dimension of
our “mindful” mindfulness. It
upholds one distinctive, purpose-
centric fact — that it is always
better to be “cautiously” anxious
than not being anxious at all.

The writer is a wellness 
physician, independent
researcher and author

Uber, Amazon are transforming the
way we live. But is it for the better?

Of being cautious: The good side of bad feelings

Kashmiris have shown grace under pressure

Onions can make
nation cry; leaders

add fuel to fire

W
ho would have thought that onions
could make a nation cry? The
unseasonal rains have destroyed
crops, sending the prices of onions

soaring. This is the highest since 2013. Making
matters much worse for the Centre is the fact
that the government is struggling to come up
with a plausible reason for the economic
downturn in the country, with growth hitting
a six-year low.

As if the rising onion prices was not enough,
ministers are adding fuel to fury by making
insensitive remarks which seems to mock the
plight of the ordinary consumer. 

First, it was none other than finance minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman who, of late, has been
seen to ruffle a few feathers with her sharp
jibes, always delivered sternly with an
unsmiling face. Not quite like the FM you
want to see when things are not looking up. To
think that she said she hailed from a family
which didn’t consume onion or garlic much
even if you put the response in the context in
which her statement was made. It reminded
us of a remark ascribed in popular imagina-
tion to the French queen, Marie Antoinette:
“If they do not have bread, let them eat cake.” 

Weary of the government’s apathy, people
slammed her for her nose-in-the-air remark
smacking of snooty aloofness, following
which she was forced to issue a clarification,
saying that her words were taken out of con-
text and that she was only replying to a spe-
cific question. Predictably, what followed was
a meme fest on the social media. Then it was
the turn of another minister Ashwini
Choubey, who justified his ignorance of onion
prices, taking refuge in the fact that he had
never tasted onions in his life. Another politi-
cian from Uttar Pradesh, Azam Khan took a
jibe at Nirmala Sitharaman’s comments, say-
ing that people should stop eating onions. Not
to be left behind, former finance minister P.
Chidambaram, who had been released from
New Delhi’s Tihar Jail only a few hours earli-
er, too wasted no opportunity in taking a dig
at the finance minister. 

Happy to be back in Parliament, Mr
Chidambaram led the Opposition in protest
against the government over onion prices. He
said that the government was in complete
denial over its wrong economic policies. He
summed it up by saying the only prescription
for the falling economy was the exit of the
BJP-led government. But then that prescrip-
tion is a long way off from bearing true.

The Congress seems to have made the failing
economy its key agenda. And hence they field-
ed P. Chidambaram, their stalwart in the dis-
cipline, to diagnose the malaise and recom-
mend a suitable remedy in the language of a
seasoned economist. 

The epic response to Nirmala Sitharaman’s
remarks came from none other than Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi, who said: “Nobody is
asking whether you eat onions. You are the
finance minister and expected to explain why
the economy is struggling.” It was indeed a
stinging riposte to what was widely seen as a
highly insensitive comment. 

In most parts of the country, particularly the
metros, the prices of onions have gone
through the roof, going as high as `150 a kilo.
The lowest is said to be `80 a kilo in wholesale
market. 

Historically, an onion price rise is not only
the concern of the average consumer, but the
issue of skyrocketing prices has always made
the ruling party at the Centre or in the states
nervous and anxious. It is a vegetable that has
in the past even toppled governments like
Delhi and Rajasthan. Now, this should be a
cause for some worry to the BJP government,
which was riding a high wave after its land-
mark decisions like on Kashmir and after the
Supreme Court’s Ayodhya verdict. Among
many other things which played a key role in
empowering Indira Gandhi to victory in 1980,
onions spiced up her triumph in no mean
part.

The Kashmir issue 
can be easily 
misunderstood if it is
analysed in isolation.
Global events have
shaped the political
discourse in the region
and, at times, also
mobilised public opinion
throughout various
political struggles.

My daughters spend huge
sums of money on Ubers
on weekends, going home
in the early hours. I have
asked them why they
don’t take London’s 
night buses, which 
they protest are unsafe
and full of rapists. Or
maybe they said ‘racists’,
and I misheard.

Reshmi A.R.

Rajgopal Nidamboor

Gowhar Geelani

Farrukh Dhondy

Cabbages & Kings

‘There’s 3.5 times surge pricing.’



Martin Scorsese has directed
18 different actors in Oscar 
nominated performances
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For a blind date, we could hardly do bet-
ter than Helen Mirren and Ian
McKellen. They are brought swiftly

together by a computer dating service in the
opening minutes of The Good Liar. Both
click “widowed”. When they cautiously sit
down in a quiet London restaurant, and
Mirren begins sipping a martini, it’s hard not
to think they’re a match made in heaven.

And yet The Good Liar, a modest middle-
brow thriller, never lives up to the sheer
pleasure of seeing its two leads together, for
the first time as co-stars. Directed by Bill
Condon (Kinsey, Beauty and the Beast,
Dreamgirls) and adapted from Nicholas
Searle’s 2016 novel, The Good Liar has the
polish that you would expect from all
involved, but little of the sparkle.

Immediately, there’s a play between truth
and deceit. When Roy Courtnay (McKellen) is
filling out his dating profile, he selects “non-
smoker” while a cigarette smoulders nearby.
Right after their meeting, Roy — once out of
eyeshot from Mirren’s Betty McLeish —
quickly sheds his kindly old gentleman per-
sona and skips into a nightclub to hash out a
scheme with his
co-conspirators
over cham-
pagne.

What unfolds
goes consider-
ably further
than the small
exaggerations
and distortions
c o m m o n l y
found on Tinder
pages. The Good
Liar delves into
deeper false-
hoods of identi-
ty and history, teasing out a twisty narrative
that winds its way back to World War II. It
aspires to the psychological intrigue of
Patricia Highsmith or John Le Carre without
ever summoning such a thick air of mystery
and danger.

Roy is a conman. He’s got a few hustles
going on, but his focus is drawn increasingly
to getting close to Betty and robbing her of
her small fortune, one amassed from a career
as a history professor at Oxford. She lives
outside London, and Roy’s quick insertion
into her life (he feigns a bad limp to score a
bed in her guest room) raises the suspicions
of Betty’s grandson, Steven (Russell Tovey).

It would give too much away to discuss the
film’s big reveal, but there also isn’t a great
deal worth discussing aside from that. For
one, we can see a major turn coming all along
in the script by Jeffrey Hatcher (who previ-
ously teamed with Condon and McKellen for
Mr. Holmes). Mirren is far too cunning an
actress to simply play a suckered old lady in
the suburbs. We know it’s just a matter of
time until her intelligence and ferocity reveal
itself.

In the meantime, there are a few things to
chew on, mainly the stirring score by the
great Carter Burwell (Carol, No Country for
Old Men) and the undeniable talents of
Mirren and McKellen, who stitch the film
together through subtle, skilful glances and
gestures. They’re artists at play, clearly
enjoying each other’s company.

The Good Liar is a kind of film one wants to
love. Such old-fashioned genre movies, let
alone those starring actors in their 70s and
80s, are hard to find these days. But in trying
to take a simple crime set-up and stretch it
into a more sweeping tale of vengeance and
victimhood, The Good Liar has to make some
fairly preposterous moves to get there, and it
doesn’t do a very good job of cloaking them.

If you’re in the mood for a Hitchcockian
thriller rooted in the crimes of Nazi
Germany, hunt instead for Christian
Petzold’s underseen Phoenix. Now that film
will flatten you. — AP

SUPARNA SSHARMA

I
t seems that unbeknownst to
you and me, at some point in
2014 the luminaries of
Bollywood were called to a
secret meeting where a unani-

mous resolution was passed: As a
crucial building block of New India,
all of India needs lessons to inter-
nalise the greatness of India and
Indians. Past and present glories,
true or false, must be resurrected on
screen, pronto. 

The resolution set out the terms
and conditions of the way these sto-
ries were to be told. All annoying
crimps — of personality and char-
acter, of mistakes, misdemeanours
and maleficence — that did not
smoothly fit into the mould of
Hindu, Patriotic, Maryada
Purushottam (HPMP) were to be
twisted into submission of the great
Hindu Rashtra. 

Several addendums were attached
to the main resolution, and though
it has been reported that Akshay
Kumar decamped with a whole
bunch of them, some did get left
behind for the other eager beavers. 

One such addendum was on the
great Marathas. By great Marathas
they meant (obvo) the intrepid,
male, macho, chest-thumping desh
bhakt warriors who killed and died
for Hindu Rashtra.

The first lesson in the skewed his-
tory of Marathas came from Sanjay
Leela Bhansali whose Bajirao gal-
loped alongside an exquisite
Mastani in the 2015 war-romance. 

In a month’s time we’ll have Om
Raut’s Tanhaji, where Ajay Devgn
will slip into long dresses to portray
Shivaji’s military commander.

And right now, on our screens, we
have Ashutosh Gowariker’s
Panipat: The Great Betrayal, which
tells the story of Sadashivrao Bhau
who lead the Maratha army to bat-
tle Ahmed Shah Abdali. Or into
what’s better known as the Third
Battle of Panipat.

Panipat’s story is narrated by
the voiceover of a lady. She’s
not Bharat Mata, yet she could

very well be.
In Pune’s Shaniwar Wada, Nana

Saheb Peshwa (Mohnish Bahl as the
Maratha Prime Minister) presides.
He has a wife, Gopikabai (Padmini
Kohlapure), whose facial contortions
tell us that she was not all sweet and
soft on the hulking Sadashivrao
Bhau (Arjun Kapoor) who he is being
feted and fawned upon for winning
several wars and qilas. 

Though there are some aghast
faces in the durbar when
Sadashivrao presents his prisoner,
Ibrahim Khan Gardi (Nawab Shah),
as the man who will head the
Maratha army’s cannon ball and
fire brigade, upon his cajoling all
agree. 

Sadashivrao has no designs on the
gaddi. He doesn’t even seem to have
a healthy desire for the girl with the
longest waist in Shaniwar Wada.
Parvati (Kriti Sanon) flits around
him carrying ubtans and jadi-booti
to heal his wounds, but he is happy
to focus on completing 1,500 Surya
Namaskars and sing songs of Mard
Maratha while prancing about in
low-waist frocks.

But since Parvati insists so much
and then goes home rooth-ke,
Sadashivrao goes after her and they
wed. 

Marathas were Pune people,
but their power extended to
Delhi whose Mughal king

was their puppet. But one man in
Delhi, Najib ad-Dawlah, wanted
more and so he invited his pal in
A f g h a n i s t a n ,
Ahmed Shah

Abdali (Sanjay Dutt), to come to
India and defeat the Marathas.

Abdali, a frequent visitor to India,
obliged since he wasn’t really hav-
ing a jolly time in his Kadhahar
palace where every time he sat on
the peacock throne and put on the
crown with the Kohinoor, someone
would attack him.

Word reached the Marathas who,
it seems, didn’t have the soldiers,
the stamina or the funds to travel so
far up north. Yet, after much bom-
bast about desh and Maratha mard
from Sadashivrao, he is given 40,000
troops and sent off. Except that
along tagged Parvati and about
1,00,000 pilgrims, all of whom he
had to feed and protect.

Then it begins, the game of trying
to stitch together a maha gathband-
han in which Najib beat
Sadashivrao, and the few allies that
he did have were lost because of his
big fat Maratha ego.

Sadashivrao and his entourage
march to Delhi, which they win,
and then pause to sing a song while
the jhanda, in true Ekta Kapoor
style, rises up again and again… In
Kunjpura, Marathas beat one con-
tingent of the Afghans, but the
Yamuna being in spate and all,
stalls both the armies on either
side, giving Abdali and Sadashivrao
enough time to stare at each other
through their one-eye binoculars. 

But then Abdali outsmarts the
Marathas and what follows is a
long-drawn battle which for the
longest time felt like the slowest
match at Wimbledon. One gola of
barood flies from this side to devas-

tate that side. Then the devastated
side despatches one gola barood to
devastate the other… And so it goes
on till Sadashiv is forced off his
haathi for a dramatic sword fight.

Ashutosh Gowarikar has made
eight films, of which three
are memorable, including

Lagaan, which set the gold standard
of myth-making.

But Gowariker is no Bhansali.
This means, thankfully, that his

bigotry is in check. He doesn’t turn
all Muslims into meat-chomping
barbarians lusting after Bharatiya
naris and zameen. But he also does-
n’t have Bhansali’s artistry and
skill to tell his story with seductive
cinematic sorcery and dramatic
highs.

He has built elaborate sets and
decks up all his yoddhas and ladies
in exquisite clothes, accessorised by
pearls and jewels that you can’t help
but ogle at. And yet he doesn’t milk
that beauty.

His laborious screenplay is so
devoid of drama and thrill that even
dramatic scenes lack tension. The
film’s dialogue (by poet Ashok
Chakradhar) are rather banal.
Characters flit in and out of the
frame saying their dialogue, but
none of them acquire a personality.
Not even Sadashirao and Abdali.

Arjun Kapoor gets a lot of screen
time, but is just adequate. Kriti
Sanon is pretty and pretty decent.
But their chemistry and biology is
non-existent.

Sanjay Dutt is terrible and point-
less. He should have been sent off to
get a shave and have a bath instead. 

Panipat: The Great Betrayal is a
proudly Marathi enterprise.
Based on a book by T.S.

Shejwalkar, it is directed by
Gowariker and part produced by
Rohit Shelatkar, a “London-based
pharma magnet”. That it released
on December 6, the day Babri
Masjid was reduced to rubble 27
years ago, is not entirely coinciden-
tal. 

In New India, it’s a date that is
being written in a happy font.

If you have studied Indian history,
you will balk at the story that
Gowariker tries to sell here, espe-

cially when you realise that the great
betrayal the film insinuates is actu-
ally by the writer-director himself.

Gowariker and his three screen-
play writers have kept the names of
the key players intact, but have
taken leave of facts to create ficti-
tious fiction about an epic, bloody
battle and its main protagonists.

Panipat does show us how desper-
ate Abdali was at one point not to
fight, even trying to negotiate with
Sadashivrao, and the proud Maratha
not agreeing to his terms, but it
omits the real reasons why Marathas
lost the battle and changed the
course of India’s history.

Sadashivrao did not have allies
because he either rejected them
(Jats), or ignored them (Sikhs and
Rajputs). The only betrayal was by
Shuja-Ud-Daula, the Nawab of
Awadh, who was convinced by
Najib and Abdali to join the “army
of Islam”.

The film also tries to obscure the
real reason the Marathas finally
declared war on Abdali on January
13, 1761 — it was because the
Maratha chiefs begged Sadashivrao
to be allowed to die in battle rather
than perish by starvation. 

Gowariker’s Panipat claims that
Abdali wrote a letter of commenda-
tion, hailing the brave Sadashivrao.
Not true. But worse is Gowariker’s
pronouncement at the end, that
after the 3rd Battle of Panipat,
Abdali never returned to India.

Hain??!!!
This was Abdali’s 5th attack on

India. Two more invasions, involv-
ing at least five more battles,
ensued, including the Sikh
Massacre of 1762.

Directors like Gowariker do no
service to the nation or their audi-
ence by twisting the truth, ignoring
military, diplomatic, common sense
follies and rewriting history with

jingoistic fervour.
They condemn us to repeat his-

torical wrongs.

Rewriting historical defeats with patriotic fervour

SUPARNA SSHARMA

W
e should all weep in
unison and offer our
heartfelt condo-
lences to the house of

B.R. Chopra which, under the
auspices of Baldev Raj Chopra,

gave us Naya Daur, Gumrah,
Humraaz, Waqt, Ittefaq, The
Burning Train, Insaaf Ka
Tarazu, Nikaah, Mazdoor and
many other exceptional films,
but is now reduced to regurgi-
tating its hits from the 1970s,
that too without the lecherous,
naughty bite of the original.

Pati Patni Aur Woh, written
by Kamleshwar and directed by
B.R. Chopra, starred Sanjeev
Kumar, Vidya Sinha, Ranjeeta
and oodles of raunchy, forbid-
den fun.

The film, which released in
1978, was set in a world where
morality was well defined.
What’s right and wrong was set
out clearly in two separate
columns, as was the behaviour
of ideal men and sanskari
women. There was no overlap.

There was no grey. There was no
confusion. 

So when Sanjeev Kumar’s lov-
ing husband seemed bored with
his sweet, pati vrata wife and

decided to chase some cheap
thrills by having an affair with
his modern, skirt-wearing sec-
retary, it shocked us, thrilled us
and it made sense.

That screenplay was full of
raunchy, lewd scenes, and it had
nice twists in the affair that ini-
tially added a spring and some
swag to the husband’s personal-
ity.

This Pati Patni Aur Woh, set
in Kanpur, 2019, has a mild twist
in terms of the characters. The
patni, Vedika Tripathi (Bhumi
Pednekar), is a straight-talking
hottie who doesn’t mince words
about her love for sex, while the
husband, Chintu Tyagi (Kartik
Aaryan), seems dull and silly.
Also, Tapasya Singh (Ananya
Pandey) as woh, the other
woman, is shapely but boring.

So it makes little sense for
Chintu Tyagi to have an affair,
and the only reason the film can
come up with is that his wife
nags him about moving to Delhi

and that he is sometimes visited
by her pakora-chomping, back
slapping uncle. 

Whatever.
There is nothing lewd about

his affair. In fact, it’s hardly an
affair. Mostly pati and woh just
travel around in his office car
looking for a plot suitable for
her workshop, and sometimes
they stop to eat golgappas or go
bowling. 

Their meetings are so dreary
that even their driver looks
thoroughly bored and irritated
with them. In fact, I think the
two would have had more excite-
ment and fun if they had just
hailed separate rickshaws and
wasted their time being driven
through the bylanes of Kanpur.

Pati Patni Aur Woh does, how-
ever, have a lot of small-town

Kanpur flavour, something
Bollywood films are increasing-
ly getting right.

And if the film has any lasciv-
ious behaviour and cheap talk
that’s entertaining, it’s provided
by Fahim Rizvi (Aparshakti
Khurana), Chintu’s langotiya
yaar. 

Mudassar Aziz is not a great
director, but he is truly a fabu-
lous dialogue writer. The banter
between Chintu and Fahim,
laced with insults and talk of
old girlfriend Maya, is a riot and
if they had just gone on and on,
Fahim would have made a much
better woh than the oh-so-shape-
ly Pandey.

Also, it would have made for a
much more engaging retelling
of a B.R. Chopra naughty
classic.

A rather dull remake of a lewd affair

RATINGOUR CRITIC’S Outstanding ★★★★★ | Great ★★★★ | Good ★★★ | Okay ★★ | Poor ★ | Truly Terrible TT

Panipat: The Great
Betrayal
(U/A) 173 min
CCAASSTT:: Arjun Kapoor, Sanjay Dutt,
Kriti Sanon, Mohnish Bahl, Padmini
Kolhapure, Zeenat Aman, Kunal
Kapoor, Nawab Shah, Suhasini Mulay
DDIIRREECCTTOORR::  Ashutosh Gowariker
RRAATTIINNGG:: ★★★★★★

The Good Liar
(U/A) 109 min
CCAASSTT:: Helen Mirren, Ian
McKellen, Russell Tovey
DDIIRREECCTTOORR::  
Bill Condon
RRAATTIINNGG:: ★★★★★★

Pati Patni aur Woh
(U/A) 122 min
CCAASSTT::  Kartik Aaryan, Bhumi
Pednekar, Ananya Pandey,
Aparshakti Khurana, Manu Rishi
Chadha, Rajesh Sharma, K.K.
Raina, Navni Parihar, Sunny Singh
DDIIRREECCTTOORR::  Mudassar Aziz
RRAATTIINNGG:: ★★★★★★

Doesn’t go
beyond Mirren
and McKellen
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■ Breather for public sector banks post-amalgamation

FALAKNAAZ SYED
MUMBAI, DEC. 6 

Public sector banks that
are merger candidates may
be allowed to hold more
than 10 per cent stake in
two insurance companies
after their merger comes
into effect provided they
give up management con-
trol in one of them. The
relaxation would provide a
breather to public sector
banks that are currently
promoters in one insur-
ance company but would
also acquire a stake in
another insurer after the
amalgamation comes into
effect.

An entity holding over 10
per cent in an insurance
company is categorised as
a promoter while one hold-
ing below that limit is
termed as an investor.
Under existing rules, one
bank cannot be a promoter
in multiple insurance com-
panies of the same seg-
ment. However, they can
sell products of three life,
non-life and standalone
health insurers each.

Speaking to reporters at
the Assocham 12th Global
Insurance Summit,
Subhash Khuntia,
Chairman of the
Insurance Regulatory and

Development Authority of
India (Irdai) said that the
regulator is considering
several proposals and one
of them could be a relax-
ation of the existing rules
on promoter holding.

“If banks after the merg-
er are able to reduce their
stake below 10 per cent,
then they will no longer be
a promoter (but an
investor) and they can con-
tinue. But we are thinking
that they (banks) be
allowed to hold higher

than 10 per cent provided
they don’t get involved in
the management of the
other insurance company.
So suppose, if they give up
the directorship in the
board, don’t take part in
the decision making of the
insurer, give up manage-
ment control, then they
could hold stake in the
insurance company
because many times they
may feel that it is a valu-
able share and they should
not give it up as later they

may stand to gain.
“So we are looking at this

angle too. We will take care
of the conflict of interest
by ensuring that they do
not participate in decision
making. This is an option
that is being considered,”
said Khuntia. “We will give
them time for smooth tran-
sition and would not dis-
rupt anything and it will
not affect the policyhold-
ers,” he said.

A senior official of Union
Bank of India had told FC
that the bank would contin-
ue to be the promoter of
Star Union Daiichi Life
Insurance and hold below
10 per cent in IndiaFirst to
comply with the existing
regulations. Union Bank,
which will take over
Andhra Bank and
Corporation Bank and is
required to reduce stake in
one of the two insurance
companies as a result of
the amalgamation. Union
Bank holds around 46 per
cent stake in Star Union
Daiichi Life Insurance
while Andhra Bank is a
promoter in IndiaFirst Life
Insurance. 

Remaining an investor
will help banks to earn a
fee income by distributing
products of insurance
companies. 

Vienna, Dec. 6: The Opec
group of oil producing
countries and their
a l l i e s — i n c l u d i n g
Russia—agreed on
Friday to a production
cut of 500,000 barrels per
day in addition to their
current agreement.

Ministers gathered at
Opec headquarters in
Vienna "decided for an
additional adjustment of
500 (thousand barrels
per day)", effective as of
1 January 2020, accord-
ing to a statement issued
after the meeting.

This would bring pro-
duction 1.7 million bar-
rels per day below
October 2018 levels.

However, the group
said that "in addition,
several participating
countries, mainly Saudi
Arabia, will continue
their additional volun-
tary contributions,"
meaning the overall pro-
duction cut would be 2.1
million barrels per day.

The statement said
Opec  and its partners in
the so-called Opec+
grouping would convene
for a special meeting on
6 March. 

Opec members had
been aiming for a cut in
order to stem pressure
on prices from abundant
reserves and weak glob-
al economic growth.

— AFP

MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
NEW DELHI, DEC. 6

Anticipating a ‘bailout
option’ from the govern-
ment to save the company
from closure, Vodafone
Idea Chairman Kumar
Mangalam Birla said on
Friday there is no sense
that good money should
follow bad money. Birla
said the company would
face a shutdown, rather a
‘forced closure,’ if the gov-
ernment doesn’t provide
relief to the telecom serv-
ice providers.

He said the Aditya Birla
Group will not invest
money in the company in
the absence of relief from
the government. “If we are
not getting anything then I
think it is end of the story
for Vodafone Idea, which
will shutdown if the gov-
ernment does not provide
relief on the liability it
faces in past statutory dues
following a Supreme Court
order,” Birla said at an
event here.

Vodafone Idea Ltd,
India’s second largest
mobile service provider by
subscriber base, is facing
pressure from the govern-
ment on payment dues of a
staggering Rs 53,038 crore.

Birla has called for a dia-
logue between government

officials and the judiciary
to agree to a settlement for
the troubled operators, but
he warned that “If these
came to nought, I think it
is the end of the story for
Vodafone Idea. Because the
telecom sector is key to
India’s digital goals, more
relief from the govern-
ment should be forthcom-
ing.”

On the massive dues to
the government over
adjusted gross revenues
(AGR), Birla said, “The big
elephant in the room is
AGR. Which is actually, I
think, something which
lies in the court of judici-
ary. I believe government
can have a dialogue. This
was a suit filed by the gov-
ernment against telecom
service providers.”

Vodafone Idea shares fell
over 5 per cent on Friday,
spooked by Birla’s com-
ments. The stock slumped
5.34 per cent at Rs 6.92.

The Supreme Court had
upheld the government
position that non-telecom
revenues have to be includ-
ed in the AGR for calculat-
ing dues. “Since the gov-
ernment has won, it gives
them headroom to talk to
judiciary and try to find
some of solution. I don’t
know which form or shape
it takes,” he added.

Kia set to
shake up
SUV market 

PSBs may get nod to hold
over 10% in two insurers

OPEC+ agrees
to 500,000 bpd
production cut

RITWIK MUKHERJEE
KOLKATA, DEC. 6

Lexically, snack means a
small service of food, gen-
erally eaten between
meals, but in India, snacks
are increasingly being
swapped for meals, finds a
survey. Believe it or not,
an average adult Indian
eats more snacks than
meals on a given day.

More than 7 in 10 average
adult in India say they
snack more today than
they did a year ago, that is
71 per cent versus the glob-
al average of +22 per cent.
It doesn’t stop there; 67 per

cent say they plan to snack
more often in the next
year while the global aver-
age for this +25 per cent.
These are the findings of
Mondelez International’s
maiden “State of
Snacking Report: A Global
Consumer Trend Study.”

The study was conducted
online by The Harris Poll
on behalf of the Nasdaq-
listed Mondelez
International Inc between
September 16 and
September 27, 2019, among
6,068 global adults with
ages of 18 years and above.

Hold your breath. The
Mondelez study has many

more interesting things to
offer. Indians are more
likely than those in other
countries to participate in
cultural snacking rituals
daily (47 per cent, com-
pared to a global average
of +15 per cent), with
three in four, or 75 per
cent, Indian adults saying
that food is a major part of
their identity. Seven out of
ten say they connect with
their culture through the
snacks they eat--68 per
cent versus the global
average of +10 per cent.

Snacking also triggers
nostalgia and a sense of
belonging. As high as 77

per cent millennials say
some of their fondest
childhood memories
include sharing a snack
with their parents.
Balanced indulgence
seems to be a priority for
Indian snackers,
“Moments of indulgence
continue to have an impor-
tant place in daily rou-
tines. 80 per cent of con-
sumers agree there is a
time and a place for a
healthy snack, and a time
and a place for an indul-
gent one,” the study says.

Deepak Iyer, President,
Mondelez India, on his
parts, said, “With this

study, we’ve examined the
relationship people have
with snacking, the func-
tional and emotional role
it plays in day-to-day life,
and how the future of food
is changing. In India,
snacking is more than just
what we eat, it is a tradi-
tion and an important part
of our cultural identity.”

The Mondelez survey
spanned 12 markets,
including the US (504),
Canada (506), Mexico (505),
Brazil (515), France (501),
Germany (503), the UK
(501), Russia (515), China
(503), India (508),
Indonesia (504), and

Australia (504).
Other key groups

analysed include: centen-
nials ages 18-22 (602),
Millennials ages 23-38
(2,404), Gen Xers ages 39-54
(1,702), Boomers ages 55-73
(1,236), and the Silent
Generation ages 75+ (124).

“This survey is another
strong pedestal to show-
case that our vision to lead
the future of snacking is
perfectly aligned with the
growing demand for
snacks,” said Siddhartha
Mukherjee, Senior
D i r e c t o r – S t r a t e g y,
Insights & Analytics at
Mondelez India.

India is snacking nation, finds global survey

Voda Idea to shut
down if no relief
comes: Birla

ARI ALTSTEDTER, 
RAGINI SAXENA & 
SAM NAGARAJAN
DEC. 6

Netflix Inc. is plowing Rs
3,000 crore ($420 million)
this year and next to pro-
duce more local content
in India, one of the
biggest and most-crowded
markets for the world’s
largest paid streaming-
service provider.

“You’ll start to see a lot
of stuff hit the screen,
big investment,” Chief
Executive Officer Reed
Hastings said at an event
in New Delhi on Friday.
“We’re really trying to
invest in that becoming
more Indian in the con-
tent offering.”

The Los Gatos,
California-based compa-
ny is jostling with other
giants such as Walt
Disney Co.-owned Hotstar
and Amazon.com Inc
Prime for a slice of the
growing market as more
Indians use smartphones
to view videos. The com-
panies are offering rela-
tively cheaper packages
to lure paying sub-
scribers in a country
used to free YouTube
offerings.

Hastings has said
Netflix’s goal is to attract
100 million customers in
India -- almost 25 times its
estimated subscriber
base there as of this year.
The world’s second-most

populous country is a pri-
ority for company, which
is effectively blocked in
China.

Disney’s Hotstar, which
is already the leader in
India, will get a boost
soon when the entertain-
ment giant eventually
introduces Disney+, a
new streaming service it
started last month in
some markets.

With a market that
could hit almost 850 mil-
lion smartphone users by
2022, compared with
about half a billion now,
India is drawing all the
major global players as
well as a slew of local
streaming firms backed
by Bollywood production
houses. The $500 million
Indian video-streaming
market could grow to 10
times that size by 2023,
according to a report by
the Boston Consulting
Group last year.

Highlighting the compe-
tition, Apple Inc. jumped
into the market in
September with its Apple
TV+, while Walmart Inc’s
local asset, Flipkart
Online Services, unveiled
its plans in August to
start a free Indian video
streaming service.

“We got one eye to being
very local and authentic
and one eye to what will
be shared around the
world,” he said. 

— Bloomberg

Netflix to spend
`3,000 cr on
Indian content

Most weavers earn less than `10,000

quick
BITES

INDICATORS %
Sensex 40445.15 -0.82
Nifty 50 11921.50 -0.81
S&P 500 3,147.47 +0.96
Dollar (`) 71.21 -0.15
Pound Sterling (`) 93.73 -0.17
Euro (`) 78.76 -0.08
Gold (10gm)* (`) 37,707▼378 -0.99
Brent crude ($/bbl)* $64.05 +0.66
IN 10-Yr bond yield +6.661 +0.052
US 10-Yr T-bill yield +1.862 +0.067

* As of 9:30 pm IST

`36,000 crore
disbursed under
PM-Kisan
The Centre has so far disbursed
around Rs 36,000 crore to ben-
eficiaries under PM-KISAN pro-
gramme that aims to boost
farmers' income, Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh Tomar
said in the Rajya Sabha. Under
the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sam-
man Nidhi (PM-Kisan) scheme,
the Centre is providing Rs
6,000 annually in three equal
installments to 14 crore farmers. 

NEFT will be
available 24x7
from Dec. 16

In a bid to promote digital
transactions, the RBI said
round-the-clock transactions
will be allowed under the
National Electronic Funds
Transfer (NEFT) system from
December 16.  The 24X7 NEFT
system will be available on all
days of the year, including holi-
days, it added. NEFT transac-
tions are settled in hourly
batches.

Forex kitty
swells  above
$451-bn mark
Foreign exchange reserves
gained $2.484 bn to touch a
new high of $451.08 bn in the
week to Nov. 29, RBI data
showed.  In the previous week,
the reserves had increased by
$347 mn to $448.6 bn. After
the monetary policy review on
Thursday, Governor Shaktikanta
Das had said the reserves
touched $451.7 bn as of Dec. 3,
a rise of $38.8 bn since April. 

E-com cos to file
FDI compliance
report annually
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The Centre has made it manda-
tory for e-commerce companies
like Amazon and Flipkart to
submit FDI policy compliance
report by statutory auditor by
Sept. 30 every year, a move
aimed at ensuring that they fol-
low all the norms properly. As
per a notification issued on
Thursday, e-com companies
have to obtain statutory auditor
report by September-end for
the preceding financial year. 

New Delhi, Dec. 6:
Markets regulator Sebi
on Friday directed
three public sector
financial institutions —
LIC, SBI and Bank of
Baroda — to dilute their
stakes to below 10 per
cent in UTI Asset
Management Company
(AMC) by December
next year.

In the case of non-
compliance with direc-
tions, the shareholding
and voting rights of
these entities in UTI
AMC and UTI Trustee
in excess of 9.99 per
cent and corporate ben-
efits will be frozen till
the time they comply
with the orders.

UTI AMC is promoted
by four public sector
financial institutions as
sponsors — State Bank
of India (SBI), Life
Insurance Corporation
of India (LIC), Bank of
Baroda (BoB) and
Punjab National Bank
(PNB) — with each of
them presently holding
18.24 per cent stake in
the fund house, while
private equity firm T
Rowe Price
International holds 26
per cent stake in UTI
AMC.

The Sebi observed
that LIC, SBI and BoB
are the sponsors of LIC
Mutual Fund, SBI
Mutual Fund and
Baroda Mutual Fund,
respectively, and they
also hold more than 10
per cent stake each in
these mutual funds.

In addition, LIC, SBI
and BoB are also spon-
sors of UTI AMC and
hold more than 10 per
cent stake individually
in the AMC and trustee
company of UTIMF.

The Sebi amended the
mutual fund regulations
in March 2018, wherein
a shareholder or a spon-
sor owning at least 10
per cent stake in an
AMC is not allowed to
have 10 per cent or more
stake in another mutual
fund house operating in
the country. In addition,
such entities are not
allowed to have a repre-
sentation on the board
of another mutual fund
house. — PTI 

Sebi asks
LIC, SBI, BoB

to cut UTI
AMC stake

SANGEETHA G
CHENNAI, DEC. 6

Consumer confidence in
the country continued to
weaken in November and
dipped to the lowest level
since Narendra Modi came
to power in 2014. Both the
Current Situation Index
and the Future
Expectations Index in
RBI’s consumer confidence
survey was seen declining.  

As per the survey, the
Current Situation Index
fell to 85.7 in November
from 89.4 in September. As
per the survey any value
below 100 indicates pes-

simism and that above 100
optimism, Since March
2017, the index has
remained pessimistic, bar-
ring a brief relief in March
2019. However, this was the
lowest level since March
2014. RBI’s index is avail-
able from that month.

The Future Expectations
Index that assesses the one-
year ahead expectations
also fell to 114.5 from 118.0.
It has been falling since
March 2019.

The survey was conduct-
ed in 13 major cities—
Ahmedabad, Bengaluru,
Bhopal, Chennai, Delhi,
Guwahati, Hyderabad,

Jaipur, Kolkata, Lucknow,
Mumbai, Patna and
Thiruvananthapuram.

Perceptions and expecta-
tions on the general eco-
nomic situation, the
employment scenario, the
price situation, income
and spending are obtained
from 5,334 households
across these cities. All the
parameters have witnessed
a downward trend when
the current perception was
compared with the situa-
tion one year ago.

Most respondents per-
ceived prices as having
increased during the last
one year, and they expect

further rise in prices in the
year ahead. The net
response on prices was 84
per cent pessimistic.

The net response on the
current perception over
employment was 33 per
cent pessimistic, On a net
basis, around 69 per cent
respondents found that
spending has increased
and 80 per cent thought it
will further increase.

Further 51 per cent
respondents thought that
the general economic situ-
ation has worsened and 35
per cent thought it will
worsen in the next one
year. 

SANGEETHA G
CHENNAI, DEC. 6

The decades-old declining trend in the
number of looms and weavers has
been arrested, as per the handloom
census conducted after a gap of 12
years. But the sorry part is that 93 per
cent of the weaver households earn
less than Rs 10,000 per month and 67
per cent earn less than Rs 5000.

As per the fourth handloom census,
31.44 lakh households are engaged in
weaving and allied activities in India.
In the previous census in 2007 the
total number of households stood at
27.83 lakh, a growth of 13 per cent in
12 years.

However, 93 per cent of these house-
holds earn less than Rs 10,000 per
month and a large share— 67 per
cent—earns less than Rs 5,000 per
month. Households earning more
than Rs 10,000 a month are just 7 per
cent.

The census claims that there is an
improvement in the income levels of
the weaver households from the 2007

census. In 2007 census, 99 per cent of
the households were earning less
than Rs 5,000 a month and now it is 67
per cent.

“The previous census was done in
2007 and if we consider the inflation
in these 12 years, the income levels
are stagnant, if not worse,’ said D.K.
Nair, a textile industry expert.

According to him, many of the
weavers are actually labourers of
master weavers. They get wages for
the weaving work they are given.
Only a small percentage of weavers
independently buy yarn and sell fab-
ric.

About 78 per cent of these house-
holds live in ‘kucha’ or ‘semi-pucca’
houses, which indicate their level of
poverty.

However, the declining trend in the
number of looms and weavers has
been halted. In the first census con-
ducted in 1987, there were 36.1 lakh
looms, which came down to 30.4 lakh
in 1997 and further to 21.5 lakh in the
third census. However, as per the cur-
rent census, there are 28.2 lakh looms,
a growth of 31 per cent over the previ-
ous census.

Further, there are 35.22 lakh hand-
loom workers, which includes 26.73
lakh weavers.  Around 37 per cent of
these handloom workers have either
not attended school or have schooling
below the primary level.  Women con-
stitute 72 per cent of these workers. 

Consumer confidence dips to 5-year low

FALAKNAAZ SYED
MUMBAI, DEC. 6

The exposure of insur-
ance companies to the
debt-laden DHFL will
have to be written off
using due process, said
Irdai Chairman Subhash
Chandra Khuntia.

Speaking on the side-
lines of an event here,
Khuntia said, “Like in
IL&FS, a similar proce-
dure will have to be fol-
lowed. There is a proce-
dure on how it has to be
written off after how

much time.”
“If DHFL goes under liq-

uidation, it will be sold
and someone else will
take over. Insurance com-
panies are also part of the
inter-creditor agreement.
So they will also get pro-
ceeds that are available on
sale of the company,” said
Khuntia. He also said the
insurance subsidiaries of
DHFL—DHFL Pramerica
Life Insurance and DHFL
General Insurance—have
adequate solvency and
that there is no cause for
concern.

Write off DHFL exposure

Countries
eye tariffs
on internet
economy
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EMMA FARGE
GENEVA, DEC. 6 

A 20-year global moratori-
um on imposing tariffs on
digital trade could end next
week if India or South
Africa makes good on
threats, according to trade
officials and documents,
potentially forcing people
to pay duties on software
and movie downloads.

Since 1998, World Trade
Organization (WTO) mem-
bers have renewed a ban on
import duties on so-called
“electronic transmissions”,
worth up to $255 billion a
year by one estimate.

Some think this favours
rich countries, given it
received strong backing
from Washington at the
outset and most of the lost
customs revenues are
thought to be born by devel-
oping countries.

Pressure is now growing
to lift the ban as more
books and movies become
digital, potentially reduc-
ing revenues further.

India and South Africa
circulated an internal WTO
document, reviewed by
Reuters this week, saying
that rising digitalisation
compelled “a rethink of the
role of the temporary
moratorium” last year, cit-
ing the potential of 3D
printing to manufacture

products. It will be decided
on next week and renewal
requires full consensus.

Asked about its position,
South Africa’s WTO
Ambassador Xolelwa
Mlumbi-Peter said in an
emailed response this week
that it was “still consulting
on this important deci-
sion.”

India did not respond to a
request for comment.

“At the moment there are
a number of countries that
feel confident they can
stand aside from the global
consensus,” said the
International Chamber of
Commerce’s (ICC)

Secretary General John
Denton. “It could break the
Internet.”

A proposal backed by 21
countries including China
and Canada seeks to extend
the ban for at least six
months when it expires at
year end. Deal-broker
Switzerland said “a large
part of the WTO has sig-
nalled its support for the
Moratorium”.

Such duties could be diffi-
cult to apply and it is not
clear how it would be deter-
mined where the digital
product originated from
and whether it is an
import.

“How do you put a tariff
on a byte? How would you
capture millions of data
flows from multiple
sources flowing across
countries’ borders every
minute of every day,” asked
Denton.

However, the first possi-
ble answers are emerging.
Indonesia created tariff
codes for digital goods in
2018, fixing the level at 0
percent for now.

Should the moratorium
end, it does not mean that
tariffs will immediately fol-
low, and Mlumbi-Peter
stressed that. But this is
seen as more likely in a
new culture of permissive-
ness following the expected
paralysis of the WTO’s top
ruling body after Dec. 10.

“If someone tries to
experiment putting cus-
toms duties on even a limit-
ed set of products or servic-
es, then there is a risk of
immediate retaliation
absent of the dispute settle-
ment function,” said the
ICC’s Andrew Wilson.

Estimates of the ban’s
effect vary. At the top of the
scale, a recent UN report
said potential annual tariff
revenue losses could be up
to $10.4 billion a year, with
more than $10 billion lost
by WTO developing coun-
tries.

— Reuters
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PROJECTION FOR TODAY
BELL

The market came under
heavy selling for the sec-
ond straight day on
Friday as sentiments were
hit by slowing growth out-
look and disappointment
over the RBI not cutting
rates.

Concerns over the fiscal
deficit and a weakening
rupee also dampened the
mood.

The Sensex fell 334.44
points or 0.82 per cent to
settle at 40,445, while Nifty
shed 96.90 points or 0.81
per cent to close at
11,921.50.

On a weekly basis, the
Sensex dropped 348.66
points or 0.85 per cent;
while the Nifty lost 134.55
points or 1.11 per cent.

“Investors were taken
aback by RBI’s decision to
put a pause on the rate cut
spree. In the past, RBI had
cut interest rates for 5 con-
secutive times and this
could have been the sixth,
but cut did not happen.
This indicates that there
is little room for monetary
easing after full year of
rate cuts. Going forward
RBI too has moved to wait
and watch mode to see
how the economy moves,”
Jimeet Modi, Founder &
CEO, Samco Securities.

Yes Bank was the biggest
laggard in the Sensex
pack on Friday, falling 9.82
per cent after Moody's
Investors Service down-
graded the lender's rat-
ings. Other major losers
were SBI, IndusInd Bank,
Tata Motors, M&M and
HDFC, tumbling up to 4.89
per cent.

Sectorally, BSE auto
index suffered the most by
losing over 1.80 per cent,
followed by finance, utili-
ties, realty and Bankex.

Telecom index was the
sole gainer on the chart.

Vodafone Idea shares
crashed about 9 per cent
over Kumar Mangalam
Birla statement that the
telco "will have to shut
shop" in the absence of
government relief.
Technical View

“Nifty in the last session
broke below the impor-
tant support of 12000 and
closed below it. Index also
closed below its short
term moving average and
momentum indicators are
weakening. The market
breadth was also negative.
Thus all indicating for a
short term correction. In
the last report we had
mentioned to sell short
below 12000, we continue
to recommend holding the
short position by revising
stop loss to 12000 (which
makes it to the cost). On
the lower side one can
look for immediate levels
of 11800 which is the next
important support,” said
Manav Chopra, Head
Research-Equity, India-
bulls Ventures Ltd.
Market View

"Clouds over economic
growth outlook and pre-
mium valuation influ-
enced investors to stay
away from rate-sensitive
stocks. While rising 10-
year yield due to spike in
inflation and potential
slip in fiscal path may
result in near term consol-
idation," said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit
Financial Services.

Momentum
indicators
are
weakening 

Countries eye tariffs
on internet economy

■ Trade war in digital space: 20-year duty freeze ends next week

MICHAEL GONSALVES
PUNE, DEC. 6

At a time India’s carmakers
are grappling with the
worst auto slowdown in two
decades, Kia Motors
Corporation is having a
dream run in India.

The Korean car maker is
literally shaking up the
growing sports utility vehi-
cle or SUV market in Asia’s
third biggest economy.

After emerging as a leader
in the crowded and fiercely
competitive SUV segment,
selling more than 14,000
units of Kia Seltos, the
compact SUV, in November
(it had sold 6,000 units in
the last week of August
when it was launched), it
has now announced to roll
out premium multi-pur-
pose vehicle called
Carnival and a sub-com-
pact SUV next year.

The Kia Carnival is a
rival of the popular Toyota
Innova Crysta in the coun-
try.

In fact, Kia Motor aims to
launch one new product
every six months in India to
keep ahead of crowded
competition.

“After the success of
Seltos, our next car for the
Indian market will be Kia
Carnival to be launch in
early 2020 and the sub-com-
pact SUV later that year,”
Han-Woo Park, President
and CEO at Kia Motors
Corporation announced
soon after officially open-
ing its $1.1 billion factory at
Ananthpur in Andra

Pradesh.
He said the manufactur-

ing plant is now fully opera-
tional. It has the capacity to
produce 3 lakh cars per
annum in three shifts. At
present it runs on two
shifts to meet rising
demand for Seltos.

With these launches Kia
is strengthening its sports
utility vehicle brand image
in India to remain ahead of
competition from market
leader Maruti Suzuki,
Hyundai, and Mahindra.

“This is just the begin-
ning. Please wait for our
next ‘Power to Surprise’
with models cars,” he said
without divulging details,
but hinted that its global
products would be intro-
duced in the country.

“As we move into our
expansion mode, we will
not only consolidate our
position in India but also
cater to markets outside
India,” Park said.

He said Kia Seltos which
sold 6,000 units in one day,
has now become the fourth
largest car maker in India
in 100 days.

Kia set to shake
up SUV market 

New Delhi, Dec 6: The auto
component industry's
turnover witnessed worst
ever decline in the first half
of the current fiscal leading
to a job loss of around 1
lakh temporary workers till
July this year, industry
body Acma said on Friday.

The turnover of the indus-
try dropped to Rs 1.79 lakh
crore in the April-
September period, down
10.1 per cent from Rs 1.99
lakh crore in the year-ago
period, the Automotive
Component Manufacturers
Association said.

The industry body said
the slowdown has also
resulted in an investment
loss of up to $2 billion dur-
ing the period.

Exports, however, regis-
tered a marginal growth of
2.7 per cent to Rs 51,397
crore ($7.5 billion) during
the period, while aftermar-

ket segment grew by 4 per
cent to Rs 35,096 crore ($5.1
billion).

Import of components
declined by 6.7 per cent to
Rs 57,574 crore ($8.4 billion),
Acma said.

"The automotive industry
is facing a prolonged slow-
down. The vehicles sales in
all segments have contin-
ued to plummet for the last
one year," Acma President
Deepak Jain told reporters

.Considering that auto com-
ponents industry grows on
the back of vehicle industry,
a current 15-20 per cent cut
in vehicle production has
adversely impacted the
component segment, he
added.

The last time when the
auto components industry
witnessed a decline in
turnover was in 2013-14
when it dipped by 2 per
cent, Acma said.

On job losses, Jain said
retrenchment has taken
place from October last year
till July 2019.

"Primarily, it is the tempo-
rary employees who have
lost jobs during the period,"
Jain said, adding it was due
to component makers adjus-
ting production to demand.

He said a 10 per cent
growth would have added $6
billion of revenue.

—PTI

Auto component industry
sheds 1 lakh temp jobs 

FC BUREAU
MUMBAI, DEC. 6

Technology will be an
important factor for the
broking business from 2020
and more brokers are going
to invest in algorithmic
trading, according to a sur-
vey by brokers’ body
Association of National
Exchange Members of
India (ANMI).

The survey of 900 brokers
found that almost 86 per
cent of brokers view tech-
nology as an important cri-
terion for their businesses
in 2020.

Besides front-office and
back-office software, the
other technology software
that most brokers—around
58 per cent—would invest
in would be the “Algos,” as
part of their technology
software spends in 2020,
indicating precision and
speed in execution of

trades will continue to be
the focus areas for brokers,
according to the survey.

Algorithms (Algos) are a
set of instructions that are
introduced to carry out a
specific task. Algorithms
are introduced to automate
trading to generate profits
at a frequency impossible
to a human trader. The
process is referred to as
algorithmic trading, and it
sets rules based on pricing,

quantity, timing, and other
mathematical models.

Also 79.1 per cent of the
member organisations of
ANMI were active
investors in technology.

Another fact that came
out during the survey was
that 62.8 per cent brokers
have faced technology(IT)
related issues in the last
two years.

However, the survey
revealed that despite a
large number of brokers
facing some technology-
related setbacks over the
last two years, most still
didn’t have a fixed annual
budget earmarked as tech-
nology expenditure.

Ashishkumar Chauhan,
MD & CEO, BSE speaking
during Stock Tech Annual
symposium here, "The
Indian capital market and
stock broking space is at a
transformative juncture
with a lot of emphasis on

safe, responsive, cost effec-
tive and dynamic stock
broking. The rapid expan-
sion of networks and tech-
nologies has led to the
emergence of cyber crime
due to which it has become
important for firms to
counter likely cyber
threats and invest in tech-
nological infrastructure for
enhanced performance and
cyber security.”

Kamlesh Shroff, Chair-
man- Western Region,
ANMI, said, “Technology
has played a key role in the
transformation of India’s
broking landscape.

“It’ll continue to play a
significant role in deter-
mining the competitive-
ness among the industry
players in terms of costs,
speed and ease of service,
widening reach as well as
providing personalised
solutions to meet specific
customer requirements.”

Brokers willing to spend on new tech

New Delhi, Dec 6: Lenders
to Jaypee Infratech will
have to take a haircut of
over Rs 3,700 crore while
20,000 homebuyers will not
get paid any penalty for
delay in construction of
their homes in the takeover
proposals brought by
Mumbai-based Suraksha
Realty and NBCC for the
debt-laden firm.

As against the admitted
claims of secured financial
creditors of Rs 9,783 crore,
Suraksha and NBCC are
offering repayment of only
62 per cent of their out-
standing dues despite the
liquidation value of the
company being around Rs
13,000 crore, sources privy
to the development said.

The two suitors on
December 3 submitted

revised offers for the
takeover of the debt-laden
firm that just a few years
back built the country's first
expressway wide enough to
allow fighter jets to land in
emergency situations.

While bringing in very lit-
tle cash, the two firms have
offered land out of the land
bank of Jaypee Infratech to
settle some of the dues of
the lenders.

Sources said neither is
offering any penalty to
homebuyers whose houses
has been delayed.

Homebuyers have recei-
ved delay penalty of Rs 325
crore during the insolvency
but the two bidders are not
offering any, they said,
adding that possession of
7,500 flats has been given in
the last two years. —PTI

Jaypee Infra lenders
face `3,700 crore hit

ALEXIS BENVENISTE
DEC. 6

While gender-free clothing
has been on runways and in
fashion magazines for years,
building a retail space
around the concept was
until recently seen as finan-
cially risky. Now, some com-
panies are out to prove that
the cultural fulcrum has
shifted enough to give it a
try.

According to Pew
research, 35 per cent of
Generation Z knows some-
one who identifies as non-
binary and prefers gender
neutral pronouns—and mil-
lennials and even
Generation X aren’t far
behind. Retailers, and in

particular clothes sellers,
have taken notice.

“I do believe gender-neu-
tral fashion is the future,”
Fashion Institute of
Technology Professor
Dawnn Karen said. “I feel
like we’re moving towards
that.”

Holding itself out as the
first gender-free store in
New York, The Phluid
Project in Manhattan’s Soho
neighbourhood is part of
this nascent segment. The
space is a combination
store, cafe and event space
geared toward the LGBTQ
community.

Phluid Project founder
Rob Smith, 54, spent 30 years
as a retail executive before
opening the store. While

Phluid has been up and run-
ning a few years now, only
recently has the concept of
making a commercial go of
gender-free clothing spread
to bigger corporate retail.

The ascent of Generation
Z, Smith explained, is the
moving force.

“There is a paradigm shift
that is currently happening
in our society. An unlearn-
ing and a relearning,”
Smith said. “By next year,
Gen-Z [will account] for one-
third of the national popula-
tion, which accounts for 40
per cent of US spending
power. It’s time to change
with the times and genera-
tions, because their voice
and power is undeniable.”

“It became clear to me,”

Smith said, “that there was
a need to shatter the historic
infrastructure of companies
we’re operating under.”

On a visit to the Phluid
Project earlier this year,
there were none of the tradi-
tional signs to send you to
specific clothing depart-
ments. Non-gendered man-
nequins stood atop tables,
sporting dresses, pants,
shirts and graphic tees that
say, “They Power,” a refer-
ence to the pronoun prefer-
ence of many non-binary
individuals.

The company said that,
after spending its first year
focusing on establishing the
brand and a unique open
sales floor experience, it’s
now looking to better devel-
op its social media and e-
commerce platforms, as well
as strategic partnerships.

This summer, Phluid part-

nered with HBO and its
series “Euphoria,” a drama
about growing up in Gen Z
America, and set up several
pop-ups across the country,
offering shoppers a capsule
collection and panel discus-
sions. Phluid also has a part-
nership with French cloth-
ing label Equipment on a
gender fluid collection.

Big clothing retailers like
H&M are starting to incor-
porate gender fluidity into a
larger retail strategy,
launching collections such
as Denim United and last
year’s collaboration with
Eytys. Still, H&M doesn’t
plan to completely eliminate
gendered clothing or gen-
dered clothing sections.
LVMH-owned Sephora also

started a campaign this
summer aimed at an image
of broader inclusiveness.

Fifty-six percent of Gen Z
consumers already shop
outside of their gender,
ignoring clothing that’s
labelled and categorised
into gendered sections,
according to a study by
advertising agency J. Walter
Thompson. Smith is very
much acquainted with how
those decisions are made.
Before the Phluid Project, he
worked for Nike, and even-
tually moved on to become
an executive vice president
at Macy’s, and then
Victoria’s Secret. He also
served on the board of shoe-
seller Steve Madden.

— Bloomberg

Someday there might not be a menswear department 

FC BUREAU
MUMBAI, DEC.6

Kotak Securities market
outlook for 2020 sees
Sensex crossing 45,000 in
2020 and Nifty -50, 13,000
levels by December 2020.

The brokerage house
expects mid-caps in cement
and pharma sectors as
good investment bets along
with stocks from sectors
like corporate banks,
NBFCs (larger ones backed
by strong parentage), oil &
gas, capital goods, con-
struction, healthcare &
agro-chemicals.

"We would prefer mid-cap
companies in sectors like
cement and pharma as they
have better RoE(return on
equity) profile and trade at
far lower valuations than
their larger peers," Kotak
Securities said.

Broad recovery in econo-
my and incentives to tax-
payers in the forthcoming
Union Budget were key to
mid-cap and small-caps out-

performance in future,
Kotak Securities said.

"For the mid & small caps
to outperform the large
caps we need a broad recov-
ery in the economy with
improved credit offtake,
better print of IIP & GDP
growth. Hopefully, if the
forthcoming Union Budget
provides some incentives to
taxpayers and investors
then we could see a broader
rally in the market which
could then revive interest

in the mid & small-cap
space,"Kotak Securities
said.

"The Year gone-by has
seen Nifty delivering dou-
ble-digit returns mainly led
by a handful of its con-
stituents. The broader mar-
ket is still reeling under
pressure with both Mid
Cap and Small Cap Indexes
showing negative returns
in this calendar year to
date. Market mood is more
positive than what is
reflected in the real econo-
my. This is mainly because
of improvement in earn-
ings led by a reduction in
corporate tax rate and
strong FPI & SIP flows. The
disconnect between equity
markets and economy
could stay for some time as
high-frequency indicators
are not showing any signs
of improvement whereas
markets could remain at
elevated levels on hopes of
certain sops likely to come
in the forthcoming Union
Budget.

Kotak sees Sensex at 45K
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Mumbai, Dec. 6: Private
sector lender RBL Bank
has raised Rs 2,025 crore
from 40 investors,
including non-banking
lender Bajaj Finance, to
bolster its capital base.

The bank's perform-
ance has been under
pressure in the past few
quarters due to its expo-
sures to a few stressed
accounts. The fund was
raised through institu-
tional placement at Rs
351 a share, the bank
said in a statement on
Friday.

Bajaj Finance, which
has had a partnership
with RBL to sell co-
branded credit cards,
has invested Rs 150
crore to get a 0.87 per-
cent stake, and is among
the largest investors in
the issue.

The bank’s overall cap-
ital adequacy will move
up to 15.3 percent with
the core tier-I buffer at
14.3 percent, as against
12.3 percent and 11.3 per-
cent, respectively, in
September, it said.

it said 10 of the 40
investors are new, and
that 60 per cent of the
money has been raised
from domestic mutual
funds and insurance
companies. — PTI 

RBL Bank
raises
`2,025 cr 

New Delhi, Dec. 6:
Maruti Suzuki India
(MSI) on Friday said it is
recalling 63,493 units of
petrol smart hybrid
(SHVS) variants of Ciaz,
Ertiga and XL6 models
to rectify faulty motor
generator unit (MGU).

"The company will
inspect 63,493 vehicles of
petrol SHVS of Ciaz,
Ertiga and XL6 for a pos-
sible issue with the
Motor Generator Unit
(MGU)," MSI said in a
statement.

A possible defect may
have occurred in the
MGU during manufac-
turing by an overseas
global part supplier, it
added.

The vehicles were man-
ufactured between
January 1, 2019 to
November 21, 2019.

"In the interest of its
customers, the company
has decided to proactive-
ly recall the vehicles for
inspection and those
found ok will be released
immediately," MSI said.

Vehicles requiring
replacement of faulty
part will be retained for
part replacement free of
cost. Starting December
6, 2019 owners of the sus-
pected vehicles will be
contacted. — PTI 

Maruti recalls
63,493 units
of Ciaz, Ertiga

New Delhi, Dec. 6: There
were 15.86 lakh cancer
cases in the country in
2018, Union Health
Minister Harsh Vardhan
said in Lok Sabha on
Friday.

The minister said can-
cer is diagnosed and
treated at various levels
in the health care system
and the treatment of
cancer is by surgery,
radiotherapy, chemo-
therapy and palliative
care.

"As per the National
Cancer Registry
Programme of Indian
Council of Medical
Research, the estimated
incidence of cancer
cases in 2018 was
15,86,571," he said during
Question Hour.

Vardhan said while
doctors with D.M.
(Medical Oncology),
M.Ch. (Surgical
Oncology) and M.D.
(Radiation Oncology)
treat cancer patients in
higher level tertiary care
hospitals, other doctors
such as general sur-
geons, gynaecologists,
ENT surgeons etc. Also
provide treatment for
cancer in government
and private hospitals,
depending on the type
and site of cancer.

—PTI

15.86 L cancer
patients in
2018: Govt 

— Ashwin J Punnen 



SHORT TAKES

Stockholm: Stars including
Rita Ora, Adam Lambert and
David Guetta have played a

charity tribute concert in
honour of the late Swedish
DJ Avicii. Avicii, whose real

name was Tim Bergling,
was found dead in Oman in
April 2018, at the

age of 28. His fami-
ly said at the time

he was a perfec-
tionist who strug-

gled with stress and
“could not go on
any longer”, BBC

reported. Proceeds
from the concert
will go to mental
health and suicide preven-
tion charities. It opened on

an emotional note, with
thousands of fans lighting up

Stockholm’s Friends Arena
with their phones; as

Swedish singer Cavazzo per-
formed his Avicii collabora-

tion Without You.
The song’s poignant lyrics —
“I’ve gotta learn how to love

without you” — have become
a eulogy for the DJ in wake

of his death. — Agencies

Orlando: A Florida man who
works for a Disney cruise line
has been accused of repeat-
edly raping a 13-year-old girl
at his home. Orange County

deputies arrested 53-year-
old Keith Seitz on Nov. 25,

the Orlando Sentinel report-
ed on Thursday. The girl told

her mother Seitz raped her
multiple times between 

2016 and 2019, beginning
when she was 10 years old,

according to testimony in an
arrest affidavit. The victim
told sheriff’s officials Seitz

also took photos of her 
while she was naked and

stored them on his phone
“for when he’s on the cruise
ship,” a deputy wrote. — AP

Sofia, Bulgaria: Bulgarian
“comedy queen” Stoyanka 

Mutafova, who was also one
of the world’s oldest per-

forming actresses, has died
aged 97, her family
announced Friday.

Mutafova’s career — in vari-
ous Bulgarian theatres and in

a number of movies and TV
series — spanned more than

60 years. At the age of 94,
she embarked on a tour of
theatres in North America
and Europe. She regularly

performed on stage up until
July 2019 in her signature 

Madam Disaster play, making
spectators laugh with her

liveliness, sense of humour
and undaunted spirit. — AFP

Los Angeles: Actor Mark
Ruffalo says it was embar-
rassing for him to portray

superhero Hulk in the Marvel
Cinematic Universe , as he
had wear a “man-canelling

suit” in order to play the
part. Ruffalo has essayed the

fan-favourite character and
its alter ego Bruce Banner in
seven MCU movies, including

the cameos in Iron Man 3.
Talking to GQ, he recalled

the process for playing the
Green rage monster. “I have
to wear what I call the man-
cancelling suit, which is this

really tight leotard that
makes you look big where

you want to look small and
small where you want to look

big,” Ruffalo said. — PTI 

Playing Hulk was
humiliating: Ruffalo
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Bulgarian theatre
legend dies at 97

CELEBRITIES PAY
TRIBUTE TO AVICII

AT A CONCERT 

Disney ship worker
charged with rape
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Washington: Moder n
mammals, including
humans, owe their keen
sense of hearing to three
tiny bones in the middle
ear that were absent in
their reptile ancestors,
but the point at which
this transformation
occurred has remained
unclear.

Scientists have now
identified the transition-
al stages in the remains
of a newly discovered
species that lived 125
million years ago in
what is now northeast-
ern China: effectively a
missing link in the evo-
lutionary chain. Their
findings were published
in Science and welcomed
as a landmark moment
in paleontology by
peers.“It’s a fantastic set
of evidence,” Guillermo
Rougier, an evolutionary
biologist at University of
Louisville who was not
involved in the research
said. — AFP

New Delhi: Rowdy Baby,
an instant hit from
Dhanush-Sai Pallavi
starrer Maari 2, has
broken into
YouTube’s top 10 list
of the ‘most viewed
videos globally’,
announced the com-
pany on Friday.

The video, which
ranks first on the
YouTube’s ‘most trend-
ing music videos in
India’, is placed seventh
in the top 10 most

viewed videos globally. It
is topped by Daddy
Yankee and Snow

smashing hit Con
Calma. Rowdy
Baby, crooned by
Dhanush and
Dhee, is a peppy
addictive song
from 2018 Tamil-

language action comedy
Maari 2. It is composed
and choreographed by
Yuvan Shankar Raja and
Prabhdheva, respective-
ly. — PTI

DHANUSH STARRER ROWDY BABY AMONG
TOP TEN MOST VIEWED VIDEOS GLOBALLY

Moscow: More than 50
polar bears have gath-
ered on the edge of a vil-
lage in Russia’s far
north, environ-
mentalists and res-
idents said, as
weak Arctic ice
leaves them unable
to roam.

The Russian branch of
the World Wildlife Fund
said climate change was
to blame, as unusually
warm temperatures pre-
vented coastal ice 

from forming.
The WWF said 56 polar

bears had gathered in a
one-square-kilometre

(0.4-square-mile)
area near the vil-
lage of Ryrkaipy
in Chukotka on
the northeastern
tip of Russia.

There were concerns
they could enter village,
home to fewer than 1,000
people, and patrols had
been set up to monitor
their movements. — AFP

WEAK ARCTIC ICE WITNESSES 56 POLAR
BEARS DESCEND ON RUSSIAN VILLAGE

HOW MAMMALS
BECAME GOOD 
LISTENERS DECODED

Washington: The US
announced slightly
stricter rules Thursday
on the use of devices
called “cyanide bombs,”
which are meant to pro-
tect livestock from wild
predators, after the gov-
ernment reinstated their
use in August. 

The devices, known as
M-44s, are implanted in
the ground, resembling
lawn sprinklers. They use
a spring-loaded ejector to
release sodium cyanide
when an animal tugs on a
baited capsule holder.

They are meant to tar-
get foxes, coyotes and
feral dogs but can
ensnare other animals
too, such as raccoons and
skunks. The government
had halted use of devices
last year. — AFP

US TWEAKS RULES
ON ANTI-PREDATOR
EQUIPMENT USAGE

Kathmandu: Nepali police
have detained the brother-
in-law of a woman who
died in a ‘menstruation
hut’ in what is believed to
be the first arrest over the
outlawed tradition, offi-
cials said Friday.

Many communities in
Nepal view menstruating
women as impure and in
some remote areas they
are forced to sleep in a hut
away from the home, fol-
lowing a centuries-old tra-
dition known as “chhau-
padi”. 

The practice leads to the
death of women every
year due to smoke inhala-
tion, snake bites and even
attack by animals. Parbati
Buda Rawat, 21, was found
dead on Sunday morning
in the western Accham
district in a smoke-filled

hut because of a fire she
had lit to keep warm. 

“We arrested the broth-
er-in law of the victim yes-
terday for investigation
after suspecting his
involvement in forcing the
deceased to stay in chhau-
padi shed,” local police
official Janak Bahadur
Shahi told AFP.

“I believe this is the first
arrest in such a case.”

If convicted, the man
will serve a three-month

jail sentence and be fined
3,000 Rupees ($27) under a
law introduced last year
against anyone caught
imposing chhaupadi.

“It is positive to see the
police act proactively and
it will help discourage
people from following the
tradition. But there is a
long way to go to end it,”
said Radha Poudel, an
activist working against
chhaupadi. 

Rawat’s death is at least
the third this year. Two
more women have died of
smoke inhalation in men-
struation huts in neigh-
bouring districts.  

However, Poudel said
that many deaths go unre-
ported and authorities
often sympathise with
family members in report-
ed cases. — AFP

Nepal makes 1st arrest over
‘menstruation hut’ death

Washington: “Don’t mess
with me,” this is how
Speaker of the US House
of Representatives Nancy
Pelosi rebuffed a reporter
when he asked her if she
hated Donald Trump, soon
after she announced that
impeachment charges
would be filed against the
President.

The 79-year-old veteran
California Democrat was
responding to questions
from reporters on the
news that the House of
Representatives will soon
file impeachment charges
against Trump for alleged
abuse of power for elec-
toral gains. Pelosi on
Thursday ordered the
House to begin drafting
articles of impeachment
against President Trump
after she accused him of
election interference and
abusing his power ahead
of the 2020 presidential
election.

During the press confer-
ence she was asked if the
Opposition Democrats
were proceeding with the
articles of impeachment
because of a personal dis-
like of the 73-year-old US
President. As Pelosi was
on her way out of the

weekly press conference, a
reporter from Sinclair
asked her if she hates
President Trump.

Pelosi stopped and said,
“I don’t hate anybody.”

She then walked back to
the microphone, and said
that while she believes
President Trump is a
“coward,” that’s only
about his political posi-
tions.

“I think this President is
a coward when it comes to
helping our kids who are
afraid of gun violence,”
she said. 

“I think that he is cruel
when he doesn’t deal with
helping our dreamers, of
which we are very proud
of. I think he is in denial
about the climate crisis.
However, that’s about the

election.”
She continued, “This is

about the Constitution of
the United States and the
facts that lead to the
President’s violation of
his oath of office. And as a
Catholic, I resent your
using the word ‘hate’ in a
sentence that addresses
me. I don’t hate anyone.”

“I pray for the President
all the time,” Pelosi said. 

“So don’t mess with me
when it comes to words
like that,” she chided the
reporter.  When asked
about her comments at a
CNN town hall later
Thursday, Pelosi again
invoked her Catholic faith
to explain her response.

“We were raised in the
Catholic faith and the
word ‘hate a person’ was

just — that just didn’t hap-
pen,” she said. 

“The word ‘hate’ is a ter-
rible word. ... So for him to
say that was really dis-
gusting to me,” Pelosi
said.

The top Democrat said it
was heartbreaking that
the House has to impeach
the President, but added
that Trump gave them no
choice. 

“I’m really sorry the
President made this neces-
sary,” she added.

Meanwhile, in a state-
ment, Sinclair spokesper-
son Ronn Torossian said
the reporter meant “no
disrespect” and that the
organisation does not “not
dictate to our reporters
what they can and cannot
ask.” Sinclair Broadcast
Group, Inc. is one of the
largest and most diversi-
fied television broadcast-
ing companies in the
United States. 

“We have reviewed the
incident and based on the
video, this was clearly not
meant to be an inflamma-
tory question and, further,
this gave Pelosi the oppor-
tunity to clarify her own
views,Torossian said in
the statement. — PTI

Don’t mess with me: Pelosi
brutally shuts down journo

Tampering
Harvey Weinstein violated his bail conditions by mishandling
his electronic ankle monitor, which left his whereabouts
unrecorded for hours at a time, a NY prosecutor said

I didn’t really have
normal upbringing of
being in school and

going on dates  
— Camila Cabello,

Singer

Avicii

Los Angeles: R. Kelly has
been charged with brib-
ing a government official
in order to get a fraudu-
lent identification docu-
ment to marry an under-
age girl in 1994.

The girl, named only as
Jane Doe in the docu-
ments, has widely been
identified by US media as
singer Aaliyah.

They got married when
she was 15 and R. Kelly
was 27. The certificate,
leaked at the time, listed
her age as 18, BBC report-
ed. R. Kelly is facing sev-
eral sexual abuse charges
with trials in Chicago and
New York next year. He
denies wrongdoing.

The latest criminal
indictment was filed by

federal prose-
cutors in
B r o o k l y n ,
New York, and
expands on
charges filed
against him
in July.

They say he
and his entourage headed
up a racketeering opera-
tion, across two decades,
which recruited women
and under-age girls for
illegal sexual activity.

R. Kelly, real name
Robert Kelly, is accused of
paying a bribe to an
unnamed Illinois govern-
ment employee to obtain
a fake ID. That identifica-
tion was then used to
obtain a marriage
licence. — Agencies

R. Kelly faces bribery charge
over 1994 marriage to Aaliyah

L o n d o n :
K a t h l e e n
K e n n e d y,
Hol lywood
p r o d u c e r
and head of
the Lucas
film, will
receive the
prestigious
Bafta fellowship, the
highest accolade  by the
British Academy Film
Awards.

Given annually, the fel-
lowship recognises an
individual’s outstanding
and exceptional contri-
bution to film, games or
television. Kennedy, who
is gearing up for the
release of Star Wars:
Rise of Skywalker, said
British filmmakers Tom
Stoppard, David Lean,
Christopher Nolan,
Stephen Daldry and
Peter Morgan continue
to inspire her.

“The recent Star Wars
movies — all shot on
sound stages and loca-
tions across the UK —
are just the latest oppor-
tunities that I’ve had the
privilege to work with
British crews and film-
makers, which began in
1980 with Raiders of the
Lost Ark and continued
with Temple of Doom,
Empire of the Sun,
Young Sherlock Holmes,
War Horse, The
Adventures of Tintin,
and others. “I am deeply
honoured to receive the
fellowship from
Bafta...,” she said. — PTI

Star Wars’
Kathleen to
receive Bafta
Fellowship

Beijing: Looking at page
after page of childhood
photos, Xiaogunzhu was
drawn to an image of a
French-Irish boy with
smiling dark blue eyes.

But she was not admir-
ing her lover’s family
album, she was browsing a
catalogue of potential
sperm donors — the 39-
year-old is one of an
increasing number of
affluent single women in
China that are seeking a
child, but not a husband.

Unmarried women in
China are largely barred
from accessing sperm
banks and in-vitro fertili-
sation (IVF) treatment,
forcing them to seek
options abroad.

Her choice made —

donor #14471 on the web-
site of a Californian
sperm bank —
Xiaogunzhu flew to the US
to begin the first rounds of
treatment. 

“There are many women
who won’t get married, so
they might not fulfil this
fundamental biological
mission,” Xiaogunzhu told
AFP, using the name she
blogs under to avoid any
negative attention.

“But I felt another path
had opened up,” she
added.

Her baby, now nine
months old, is called Oscar
after a character in a
comic about the French
revolution — a nod to the
donor’s French ancestry.

The marriage rate in

China has been in decline
over the last five years.
Last year, only 7.2 out of
1,000 people got married,
according to official statis-

tics. Educated profession-
al women face “discrimi-
nation” when seeking
spouses, explained sociolo-
gist Sandy To, as their

male partners have “diffi-
culty accepting their high-
er educational or econom-
ic accomplishments.”

But many feel that strug-

gling to find or simply not
wanting a partner should
not preclude them from
motherhood.

Xiaogunzhu believes a
father isn’t necessary —
her own was controlling
and often angry, dimming
her view of the traditional
family set-up.

“Why does everyone
think that children will
ask, ‘why don’t I have a
father?’” she said.

Analysts predict that the
total market in China for
fertility services will
reach $1.5 billion in 2022 —
more than double its 2016
value.

But demand for services
overseas for Chinese
nationals has also been
booming. — AFP

China’s ‘affluent’ single women seek sperm donors overseas

R. Kelly 

Slams Trump, says he has failed to curb gun violence & protect children

Seoul: “I’m a straight
woman who is no longer
interested in having rela-
tionships with men.”
Bonnie Lee doesn’t care
about finding a boyfriend
or a fairytale wedding,
and will decide her own
happily-ever-after. And
she is not alone.

A growing number of
South Korean women are
banding together to reject
rigid patriarchal norms

and vowing never to wed,
have children or even
date and have sex.

“I’ve always felt that as
a woman there are more
disadvantages than
advantages to being mar-
ried,” says Lee, a 40-some-
thing professional who
lives with her dog. Now
she has gone even further
embracing the nation’s
radical feminist move-
ment “4B” or the “Four

Nos”: no dating, no sex,
no marriage, and no
child-rearing. Marriage
rates are plummeting in
South Korea where wives
are often expected to
work, raise children, and
care for ageing in-laws
with little help. “In the
marriage market, your
previous life and work
experience don’t matter,”
says Lee, who has two
masters degrees. — AFP

◗ Many communities
in Nepal view men-
struating women as
impure and in some
remote areas they
are forced to sleep
in a hut away from
the home

Single till death: S. Korea’s #NoMarriage women

Actresses Abigail Spencer
(left) and Madison
Davenport at the premiere
of Hulu’s Reprisal in
Hollywood, California, on
Thursday. — AFP

Tribal brides and grooms arrive to take part in a mass marriage ceremony in Muni
Tea Garden, near Bagdogra, on the outskirts of Siliguri on Friday. — AFP

Donald Trump with First Lady Melania Trump speaks
during the National Christmas Tree lighting ceremony
near the White House in Washington on Thursday. — AP

Talia Storm (left) and
Jack Black at the pre-

miere of the film Jumanji The
Next Level in London on

Thursday. — AP

Kathleen
Kennedy

People look at the illuminated Lyon’s town hall and the
Place des Terreaux square during the Festival of Lights
in Lyon, France, on Thursday. — AFP

Saweetie (left),
Julia Fox at GQ’s

Men of the Year
Celebration in West

Hollywood, California,
on Thursday.  — AP

� ‘I don’t hate any-
body’, she replied
when a reporter
asked her if she hated
Trump. She then
walked back to micro-
phone, and said she
believes he is a ‘cow-
ard,’ that’s only about
his political positionsNancy Pelosi
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New Delhi: O.P. Jindal
Global University (JGU),

one of India’s institutions of
eminence, signed MoUs with
seven leading universities of
Australia in Sydney recently.

Governor of New South
Wales Margaret Beazley

presided over the signing of
MoUs with Macquarie

University, University of
New South Wales,

University of New England,
University of Newcastle,

University of Sydney,
University of Technology

Sydney and Western Sydney
University. Two of these uni-
versities are among the top

50 in the world.  “This is a
historic moment for JGU.

We have signed agreements
with some of the world

class universities in
Australia, which will provide
unique opportunities for the

faculty and students of
JGU.” said JGU’s founding
vice-chancellor Professor

(Dr.) C. Raj Kumar.

Shuttlers shine 
as Siril, Ashmita
bag gold 

SPORT | Athletics

14 15
GUIDE TO FORTUNE 

SHORT TAKES

■ Feline       
■Friction 
■Mach 

THE ANSWER TO TODAY’S GUIDE TO FORTUNE

1 Backward-directed
spines located on the

tongue indicate what? 

■ Canine 
■ Feline 
■ Don’t know

2 Which of these forces
slows motion?

■ Friction
■ Spin
■ Gravity

3 What is the name for a
speed greater than that

of sound?

■ Mach
■ Munch
■ Max

NEW DELHI  SATURDAY  7 DECEMBER  2019

DELHI SPECIAL Dabangg
gave me
clarity:
Sonakshi

DELHI AGE
Matinee 25

JGU inks MoU with
7 Oz universities 

Man gets life for
killing stepfather

New Delhi: A gang of seven
robbers and a receiver of

stolen properties, who used
to visit Delhi from Bihar and
committed crime in moving
trains, were nabbed by the

railways unit of Delhi Police.
Looted property worth `20

lakh has been recovered
from them. The accused were

identified as Subodh Kumar
(24), Mukesh (27), Chandan

Singh (33), Neeraj Kumar
(29), Rajesh (42), Satender

(22) and Chottan Kumar
(30). All are natives of Bihar,

said DCP (Railways)
Harendra Kumar Singh.

During interrogation, they
stated that they belong to

Begusarai in Bihar and used
to come to Delhi for commit-

ting thefts in trains and
stayed at hotels in Paharganj,

Delhi. They targeted long-
distance trains passing

through New Delhi Railway
Station, police said. 

Gang of 7 train
robbers arrested

Tick the answer and check
them below. Nirbhaya kin hail cops,

say justice delivered
AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 6

Supporting the police
encounter of the four
accused in the Hyderabad
gangrape and murder
case in the early hours on
Friday, the family of
Nirbhaya said that the
Telangana police has set
an example and urged
authorities not to punish
the policemen responsible
for the action.

Nirbhaya’s mother said
that the court, the govern-
ment, and the Delhi police
should see what example
the Hyderabad police has
set. In December 2012,
Nirbhaya, a 23-year-old
paramedic student, was
gang raped in the national
capital and later died due
to her injuries. Her
rapists, who were sen-
tenced to death, are still
awaiting their fate.

“The police has done a
great job and I demand
that no action should be
taken against the police
personnel. Now I request

the judiciary and the
Central government to
hang Nirbhaya’s accused
as soon as possible and set
an example before the
society,” said Nirbhaya’s
mother.

Justifying the encounter,
Nirbhaya’s father said
that had the police not
acted promptly and shot
the accused, they would
have fled. “The family of
the Hyderabad doctor will
not have to wait for seven
years for justice like us.
We can understand the
pain of her parents. At
least they got justice
early,” he said.

“It is good that the police
showed prompt response
and acted, otherwise the
accused would have fled
and it would have been dif-
ficult to catch them. The
escape would also have
raised questions on the
efficiency of the police,”
he said.

Her father said that the
family has been awaiting
justice for seven years
now.

Nirbhaya’s grandfather
also welcomed the step,
saying actions like these
will deter those involved
in heinous crimes.

“I appreciate the killing
of rapists by the police in
an encounter. Such steps
will create fear among
rapists and deter them
from committing such
heinous acts,” he told
reporters at his ancestral
village in Ballia.

“The way in which
rapists are using loop-
holes in the judicial sys-
tem, such encounters are
necessary. The Parliament
should enact a law
enabling the police to kill
such persons in encoun-
ters,” he said, adding that
no one should question
the police’s action.

“My granddaughter was
raped seven years ago and
the accused have still not
been given capital punish-
ment. Had they (accused)
been given capital punish-
ment, the country would
not have been in such
anger,” he added.

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 6

Delhi Police have arrest-
ed a wanted criminal who
was absconding since last
one-and-a-half year. The
accused was wanted in
murder case and he was
also declared a
‘Proclaimed Offender’ by
local court. 

Police said that a
reward of `50,000 was
also declared on informa-
tion leading to his arrest.

The accused has been
identified as Manish
Choudhary, a resident of
Tuglaqabad. According to
Pramod Singh
Kushwaha, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Special Cell,

Southern range, on
December 5, specific
inputs were received that
a wanted accused and
declared proclaimed
offender in murder case
would come to meet his
associate outside 
Ace Platinum in Greater
Noida.

Acting on the tip-off, a
trap was laid and Manish
Choudhary was appre-
hended by police team
after a brief scuffle.

During interrogation,
the accused revealed that
he along with his father
and other family mem-
bers reside in village
Kangar Mohalla,
Tugalqabad. 

His four uncles also
reside in the same village
with their family mem-
bers. His father is the
head of their joint family,
said the DCP.

Manish father had a
property dispute on a
piece of land in village
Tuglaqabad with
Jitender who was also a
resident of the same vil-

lage. On June 6, 2018,
Manish along with his
father and other family
members attacked
Jitender with wooden
sticks and iron rods.
Jitender suffered serious
injuries and succumbed
to death, said the DCP.

Three uncles of Manish
namely Gyanender, Jagat
and Kartar along with
three other relatives have
already been arrested in
this case. 

The accused Manish
and his father Subhash
were absconding in the
case and declared pro-
claimed offender in the
case by the court, said the
DCP adding that 
further investigation is
going on.

Criminal wanted in murder case arrested

Ganguly rubbishes
strained relation 
with coach Shastri

SPORT | Cricket

New Delhi: A court here has
sentenced a man to life

imprisonment for murdering
his stepfather in 2012 in

connivance with his minor
wife. Additional sessions

judge Sunena Sharma con-
victed the man and

imposed a fine of `25,000
on him. The court also sent

his wife to the Juvenile
Justice Board (JJB) to face
inquiry for allegedly abet-

ting the convict in the
crime. The prosecution said

the accused saw his father
misbehaving with his wife
and forcibly trying to out-

rage her modesty. The
accused got enraged over

the incident and in con-
nivance with his wife decid-
ed to kill him. The accused

had denied the charges and
claimed trial.

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 6

A 64-year-old retired
teacher was arrested on
Friday for allegedly
killing his wife and daugh-
ter-in-law in Rohini here
over suspicion of illicit
relationships, the police
said. The accused, identi-
fied as Satish Chaudhary,
is a resident of Shiv
Apartments in Rohini
Sector 4, it said.

On Friday, at around 5.55
am, Satish’s younger son
Saurabh Chaudhary (30)
informed the police about
the incident. He also got
injured while trying to
save the victims, a senior
police officer said.

The police said that the
incident took place at
around 5.30 am.

The accused, a retired
private teacher, has been
arrested and the weapon

of offence, a kitchen knife,
has been recovered from
the room, the police said.

According to the officer,
Satish woke up and entered
the room where his wife
and daughter-in-law were
sleeping. He first stabbed
Pragya multiple times and
when Snehlata came to res-
cue her, he also attacked
her. Snehlata received one
stab wound, he added.

“When the police
reached the spot, it found
Pragya Chaudhary (35), an
air hostess, and her moth-
er-in-law Snehlata

Chaudhary (62), a retired
DTC employee, in a pool of
blood,” said DCP (Rohini)
S.D. Mishra.

Saurabh said that when
he was sleeping, he heard
the cries of the victims.
He tried to save them from
his father, but was unsuc-
cessful and got injured in
his left hand. However,
when he saw the neigh-
bours’ gate opened, he
pushed his five-year-old
niece and one-year-old
nephew into their house
and later called the police.

The police rushed the

victims to the hospital
where they were declared
brought dead, it said.

Their bodies have been
preserved at Baba Saheb
Ambedkar Hospital for
post-mortem, which will
be conducted on Saturday,
the police said. Pragya’s
husband, Gaurav
Chaudhary, is a software
engineer and is currently
living in Singapore.

One of Prgaya’s family
members said she was an
air hostess and was plan-
ning to move to Gurgaon.

Saurabh is unmarried
and works as a software
engineer in Bengaluru, the
police said. 

A case under Sections 302
(punishment for murder)
and 324 (voluntarily caus-
ing hurt by dangerous
weapons or means) of the
IPC has been registered at
the Vijay Vihar police sta-
tion, it added.

New Delhi, Dec. 6: The
Delhi University
Teachers’ Association
(Duta) decided on
Friday to continue its
indefinite strike
demanding absorption
of ad-hoc teachers, even
as the university
appealed them to end
their agitation.

Duta officer-bearers
had a meeting with
HRD ministry officials
on Thursday and there
was a consensus on
modification of the
August 28 circular, one
of the issues which had
prompted the strike.
But other issues
remained unresolved,
the teachers’ associa-
tion said.

The August 28 circular
had directed appoint-
ment of guest teachers
against substantive
vacancies, but the
DUTA had demanded
that ad-hoc teachers be
appointed against those
vacancies.

On Friday, Duta held a
meeting and it was
decided since their pri-
mary demand of UGC
regulation for the one-
time absorption of ad-
hoc and temporary
teachers still remains
unfulfilled, the agita-
tion would continue.

A section of teachers
alleged that on Friday
security personnel and
police forcefully ousted
teachers, who were lay-
ing a siege to the coun-
cil Hall from the
Viceregal lodge.

A general body meet-
ing will be held on
Saturday to decide on
the future course of the
agitation.

— PTI

Duta to continue
stir in support 
of ad-hoc 
teachers 

� The incident took place
at around 5.30 am on
Friday. The accused, a
retired teacher, has
been arrested and the
weapon of offence, a
kitchen knife, has been
recovered

� The accused, Satish
Chaudhary, is a resi-
dent of Shiv
Apartments in Rohini
Sector 4. His younger
son Saurabh informed
the police about the
incident

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 6

Three persons of a family,
including a toddler, were
injured after nitric acid
allegedly fell on them in
Northwest Delhi’s Ashok
Vihar area, police said on
Friday.

According to police,
they received an informa-
tion on Thursday around
8.20 pm from Deep Chand
Bandhu Hospital that one
Govinda, a resident of
Udham Singh Park, along
with his wife and toddler,
has been admitted in the
hospital due to acid
burns.

During preliminary
investigation, it was
found that nitric acid was
being unloaded from a
tanker at a factory in
Wazirpur Industrial area.
While the acid was being

unloaded, it fell on the
scooter-borne family due
to negligent handling of
pipe of tanker by its driv-
er. The victims have been
referred to Ram Manohar
Lohia Hospital.

“On the statement of
Govinda, a case under sec-
tions 285 (negligent con-
duct with respect to fire or
combustible mat-ter) and
337 (causing hurt by act
endangering life or per-

sonal safety of others) of
the IPC has been regis-
tered at Ashok Vihar
police station,” deputy
commissioner of police
(northwest) Vijayanta
Arya said.

Naresh Gupta (66), the
owner of the factory,
Puran Chand (44), Munshi
of the factory and Shiv
Kumar (38), the driver of
the tanker, have been
arrested, she said. Gupta
deals in acids. He has
MCD as well as Delhi
Pollution Control
Committee licences,
police said.

SDM of Saraswati Vihar
has been informed about
the incident and further
correspondence is being
made with that office to
seek information regard-
ing violations, if any, on
the part of the factory
owner, they added. 

Toddler among 3 injured
as acid spills from tanker

Man kills daughter-in-law,
wife suspecting illicit affair

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 6

A Sangam Vihar resident
is all set to launch a major
campaign to help poor chil-
dren complete their educa-
tion in South Delhi. The 27-
year-old Akhilesh Kant
Jha launched the initiative
by sponsoring the educa-
tion of the son of Geeta
Mishra, a single mother.

Mr Jha paid `7,000 from
his pocket to get the boy
clear all his school dues.
Not only this, he has now
decided to support his
education till the boy com-
pletes his graduation.

Mr Jha, a social activist
and businessman, said
that he decided to bear the
expenses of the boy after
it was brought to his
notice by a person known
to him that Ms Mishra’s
son was facing difficulties
in continuing his educa-
tion owing to financial
hardships.

“After hearing the hard-
ship faced by Ms Mishra, I
decided to help her by
clearing the school dues.
Knowing her financial
condition, I also decided
to finance the educational
expenses of the young boy
till he completes his grad-

uation,” Mr Jha added.
A student of Class 7 at a

private school in Sangam
Vihar, the boy had to face
humiliation when the
school authorities asked
him about his fee and
other charges, which he
was unable to pay. On sev-
eral occasions, he was
asked to stand outside the
classroom. 

“Even if I am able to
help just 10 more children,
who are in financial
stress, continue their
studies, my life will be
made. Soon I will start a
door-to-door campaign,”
Mr Jha said. 

Man launches campaign 
to educate poor children

Retired teacher stabs both victims in sleep, younger son saves nephew, niece 

HYDERABAD ENCOUNTER

Akali Dal activists demonstrate in support of killing of
Hyderabad vet’s rapists on Friday. — ASIAN AGE

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 6

Former Delhi police com-
missioner Neeraj Kumar,
who handled the
Nirbhaya gang rape and
murder case, on Friday,
said that the thought of
killing the accused never
crossed his mind.

Mr Kumar recalled that
it was a “tough time when
the Nirbhaya case was
reported in December
2012 since the policemen
were treated as rapists.”

Nirbhaya was gang
raped on December 16,
2012. She later succumbed
to her injuries. The bru-
tality of the incident had
rocked the nation, leading
to massive protests.

“There was a lot of pres-
sure at that time, but the
thought of killing them
never came. We were get-
ting messages, asking us
to throw the accused in
front of hungry lions.

Someone said castrate
them in public, someone
said lynch them, but we
just stuck to our guns.
There was no question of
doing anything illegal,”
Mr Kumar told a news
agency.

His comments came as
all four accused in the
rape and murder case of a
25-year-old woman veteri-
narian in Hyderabad last
month were killed in an
exchange of fire with the
police on Friday morn-
ing.

Thought of killing rapists
of Nirbhaya never came
to mind: Former top cop

‘Worrisome that
people have
lost faith in 
justice system’
AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 6

Delhi chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal on
Friday said while the
people of the country are
rejoicing the encounter
deaths of those accused
of raping and murdering
a veterinarian in
Hyderabad, it is also wor-
risome that they have
lost faith in the criminal
justice system. 

“The rape cases that
have come to light of
late, the entire country is
in anger whether it is
Unnao or Hyderabad, so
people are expressing
happiness over the
encounter. “It is also
something to be worried
about, the way people
have lost their faith in
the criminal justice sys-
tem. Together all govern-
ments and agencies will
have to discuss and take
action to strengthen
criminal justice system,”
he told reporters here. 

Replying to a question
on those convicted in the
2012 Delhi gangrape case,
Mr Kejriwal said: “I am
also sad that seven years
have passed... We reject-
ed the mercy petition
within 24 hours. I hope
the President also rejects
the plea soon and the
convicts are sent to the
gallows.”

Vinay Sharma, one of
the convicts facing the
gallows for the gang rape
and murder of a 23-year-
old paramedic student,
had filed the mercy peti-
tion before the
President. 

Specially abled children from Gujarat hold each other as they enter the Parliament
House in New Delhi on Friday. — ASIAN AGE

Neeraj Kumar

◗ Naresh Gupta
(66), the owner of
the factory, Puran
Chand (44),
Munshi of the fac-
tory and Shiv
Kumar (38), the
driver of the
tanker, have been
arrested

◗ On June 6, 2018,
Manish along with
his father and
other family 
members attacked
Jitender, who 
suffered serious
injuries and suc-
cumbed to death



MOSES KKONDETY
HYDERABAD, DEC. 6

The Caribbeans were
cruising in the first half
of the game, they then hit
an iceberg in Virat
Kohli... and sank without
a trace. Thanks to their
captain, India won a high-
scoring opener on a can-
ter to take a 1-0 lead in the
three-match T20 series on
Friday night.

Kohli was all fire as he
set about enhancing his
reputation of being a
Chase Master. Facing a
stiff target of 208, the
skipper shone bright
with a numbing
94 not out that

was rattled
off 50 balls and

contained six fours
and an equal number of
sixes to finish the game
with eight balls to spare
and six wickets in hand.

Such was his accelera-
tion towards the end that
India smashed 55 in the
last 22 balls to leave the
Windies stunned. Kohli’s
crackathon relegated a
fine knock of 62 by open-
er K.L. Rahul into the
background in a match
that saw 27 sixes, a new
high in T20 internation-
als played in India.

Earlier, the West
Indians whacked the ball
around with much gusto
to power their team past
200 after being asked to
bat first.

Shimron Hetmyer hit a
half-century, Evin Lewis
smashed a flashy 40, cap-
tain Kieron Pollard
thumped 37 and Brandon
King and Holder played
cameos as the visitors
walloped the Indian
attack. Hetmyer and
Lewis batted as if to
prove a point respec-
tively to IPL franchis-
es Royal Challengers

and Mumbai Indians,
who released them, ahead
of the December 19 auc-
tion.

The Caribbeans batted
brilliantly in pairs –
Lewis and King put on 51
for the second wicket,
Hetmyer and Pollard
raised 71 for the fourth
and Holder and Denesh

Ramdin were
involved in

a whirlwind 34-run
unbroken stand for the
sixth.

The hosts began on the
wrong foot. Sundar’s spin
trick didn’t work for
Virat, who gambled with
him in the first over.
Lewis thrashed the off-
spinner for a six and four
as Windies took 13 off the
opening over.

A the other end, pacer
Deepak Chahar struck
with his second delivery,
inducing an edge off
Lendl Simmons that land-
ed safely in the hands of
Rohit Sharma at first slip.
That brought Brandon

King and Lewis together.
The two scored at a quick
pace to build a decent
platform for their team-
mates before Lewis fell
leg before to Sundar.
Windies 64 for 2 in the
sixth over.

Hetmyer then joined
King and began to bust
the ball around. The left-
hander was got every-
thing right with the bat
and brought up his half-
century in style too – with
a six off Yuzvendra
Chahal that sailed over
long-off. He was soon
gone though, after a fine
56 that included two
boundaries and four max-
imums.

Heavyweight Pollard
then landed some big
punches — four sixes and
a boundary to rattle a 19-
ball 37 and Holder helped
himself to two sixes and a
four in his 24 that came
off just 9 balls as the
Windies tallied 11 fours
and 15 sixes in their
impressive innings.

Rohit Sharma had a
mixed day on the field,
acrobatically saving a
couple of boundaries but
flippantly flooring a
chance as well.
Washington Sundar too
slipped in the outfield
while Pant wasn’t too
peppy in big gloves.
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Closer to comeback
Australia’s Glenn Maxwell is moving closer to a comeback from
his mental health break after he was seen training with his state
side

SHORT TAKES

It is very
disappointing.The

defeats in Australia
have hurt our

cricket pride and it
is hard to accept.

— Azhar Ali, Pakistan skipper on
the Test series loss in Australia  

JJoohhaannnneessbbuurrgg:: Before he
became a full-time cricketer,

South African spin bowler
Tabraiz Shamsi wanted to

become a professional magi-
cian. Now Shamsi has brought

his old passion to the cricket
field. His extravagant celebra-

tions after taking a wicket have
attracted social media interest

across the cricket-playing
world. The left-arm wrist spin-

ner’s latest trick is to take a
large red handkerchief out of
his pocket and, with a flick of
his wrist, turn it into a metre-

long wand.”I have always want-
ed to enjoy myself on the crick-
et field,” Shamsi said on Friday.
“There’s a lot of pressure play-

ing professional cricket and
sometimes you forget why you

started playing cricket in the
first place. “It’s a bit of fun. Not

everyone likes it but my inten-
tions are all good. I want to get

more kids to enjoy the game.”
Playing for the Paarl Rocks in

South Africa’s Mzansi Super
League Twenty20 competition,

Shamsi is the competition’s
joint second-highest wicket-

taker with 12 wickets in seven
matches at an average of 18.00.

— PTI

Cricket South Africa
boss suspended

SA’s Shamsi brings
magic to cricket 

JJoohhaannnneessbbuurrgg:: Cricket South
Africa (CSA) announced on
Friday that chief executive

Thabang Moroe had been sus-
pended on allegations of mis-

conduct as the body faces a
mounting crisis. Shortly before

it was announced that Moroe
had been suspended, the South
African Cricketers’ Association
(SACA) called for the resigna-

tion of Moroe and the entire
CSA board, while a major spon-

sor announced it would not
renew its agreement, linking
their withdrawal directly to

events which have engulfed the
governing body. It also followed
a call by the Gauteng Lions, one

of CSA’s major provincial affili-
ates, for the resignation of

Moroe and the board. Gauteng
claimed the support of seven
other affiliates, which would

give those calling for change a
majority on the 14-strong

Members’ Council, which in turn
elects the board. CSA said in a

statement that Moroe had been
placed on “precautionary sus-
pension” on full pay following
reports from CSA’s social and

ethics committee and the audit
and risk committee. An inde-
pendent forensic audit would

take place. — AFP

Cricket

KKoollkkaattaa,,  DDeecc..  66:: BCCI
President Sourav Ganguly
on Friday rubbished, as
pure speculation, allega-
tions that he would be vin-
dictive towards chief coach
Ravi Shastri, saying that
performance alone will be
the parameter of judging
individuals during his
tenure.

Shastri and Ganguly had a
public fallout in 2016 when
the former reapplied for
coach’s job and the latter
was a part of the Cricket
Advisory Committee (CAC),
which selected Anil Kumble
for the position. In 2017,
Shastri got back the job
after Kumble resigned fol-
lowing his much-publicised
difference of opinion with
skipper Virat Kohli. 

Ganguly was asked about
conjecture that he has an
axe to grind with Shastri
because of past differences.
“That’s why these are called
speculations. I don’t have
an answer to these ques-
tions,” said Ganguly, dis-
missing the supposition. 

For Ganguly, it all boils
down to performance on the
field. “You perform and you
continue, you don’t, some-
one else takes over. That
was also the case when I
played,” he asserted. 

“There will be talks, leaks,
rumours but concentration
should be on what happens
on 22 yards,” he said. He

then cited examples of
Virat Kohli, who has 70
international hundreds and
Sachin Tendulkar (100 tons)
to make his point. 

“Life is about perform-
ance and nothing can sub-
stitute that,” he said. As he
stated during his first press
interaction after taking
over, Ganguly reiterated
that, “Kohli remains the
most important man in
Indian cricket as he leads
the team on the field.” 

“Virat is a fantastic role
model as to how he con-
ducts himself on and off
the field. He (Kohli) will get
all the support required to
succeed. Virat, Ravi every-
one will get everything
required. But at the end of
the day, we will demand per-
formance,” he said. 

After the 2011 World Cup
triumph, the Indian team
faltered at the semifinal and
final hurdle of most ICC
tournaments save the 2013
Champions Trophy. “It’s not
an ability issue but mind
issue. They need to cross
the mental barrier in big
games,” he said. 

Talking about the 2020
World T20, the former skip-
per has one piece of
advice for his men out
there. “T20 is about play-
ing fearless cricket with
freedom. Don’t walk out
there in the middle, playing
for your place in the team,”

he said. 
Ganguly has made a

smooth transition from a
player to an administrator.
He also battled conflict of
interest charge for his mul-
tiple commitments.
Ganguly said the clause is
coming in the way of get-
ting former cricketers on
board for adminis-
trative roles. 

“I am unable
to get ex-
cricketers on
b o a r d
because of
Conflict of
Interest. (We
need to deal
with) Conflict
of Interest with
a lot of common
s e n s e .

Someone like Sachin had to
leave. 

“It’s got to be practical.
Conflict of interest should
apply only to administra-
tors and cricketers should
be left out of it,” he said. 

Home Minister Amit
Shah’s son Jay Shah is the
secretary and the BCCI

president wants his col-
league to be “judged inde-
pendently”. “Jay Shah has
won an election. He should
be judged independently. He
is adjustable. His father is a
politician but we should
judge him personally,”
Ganguly said. 

— PTI

Ganguly rubbishes strained relation with coach Shastri

MMuummbbaaii,,  DDeecc..  66:: West
Indies batting icon Brian
Lara on Friday said the
Kieron Pollard-led side
should target becoming an
improved outfit by the end
of their limited-overs
series against India here
even if they fail to win
much in the rubber.

West Indies and India are
playing a three-match T20
International and three-
match ODI series, starting
Friday in Hyderabad. India
are overwhelming
favourites to emerge win-
ners. 

“...he (Pollard) will have
to build a team...playing
against India in India is
always a tough proposition
and he must leave here not
necessarily winning but he
must leave here a better
team after this tourna-
ment,” Lara said.

Lara backed Pollard’s
appointment as the team’s
skipper for the limited-
overs format. “Over a peri-
od of time, his representa-
tion for West Indies may
not be a lot but he has
played all around the
World in different leagues.
He has gained a lot of
respect from the opposi-
tion. I didn’t see it as a bad
decision (to appoint him as
a captain),” Lara said.

“He (Pollard) has easily
gained the respect of his
team-mates and he can
move forward. There is a
(T20) World Cup in under
12 months and you are
looking for the right per-
son, someone who can keep
the ground running. He
has that experience to do
so. It is a good decision, but
it is still going to be an
uphill battle,” explained
the 50-year-old. 

The stylish left-handed
batsman inaugurated the
second edition of the
‘Habitat for Humanity
India chapter golf tourna-
ment’, a charity event in
Mahalaxmi here. “The
West Indies are twice (T20
world) champions and a lot
of opposition around the
world are scared of West

Indies in shortest format of
the game,” he said. 

Lara ppays ttribute tto LLate
Willis

West Indies batting great
Brian Lara on Friday paid
glowing tribute to the leg-
endary Bob Wills, saying
many cricketers look upto
the former England pacer
as a father figure.

Willis, who represented
England in 90 Tests and
had 325 wickets, died aged
70 on Wednesday after bat-
tling prolonged illness in
England.

“Bob Willis is former
great from England. He
was before my time, but I
have listened to the inti-
mate remarks from people
like Ian Botham, Michael
Atherton that he was piv-
otal in England moving for-
ward, especially in the fast
bowling department. And
that he laid the foundation
and a lot look at him as sort
of a father figure in that
department,” Lara said. 

“Ian Botham told me that
there was only one fast
bowler in his team and that
was Bob Willis; there were
lot of medium pacers, but
Willis was the fast bowler.” 

Lara holds the record for
the highest individual
score in Test and coinci-
dentally Wills was the com-
mentator when he took
that single to reach 400 not
out against England in
Antigua in 2004. 

— PTI

Windies should
improve: Lara

Brian Lara with Ajit Agarkar at a promotional event in
Mumbai. — PTI

Playing
against India
in India is
always a

tough proposition and
Pollard must leave
here not necessarily
winning but he must
leave here a better
team after this
tournament.

— BRIAN LARA 

Pant should get used to ‘Dhoni’ chants
and figure his own mechanism: Dada
KKoollkkaattaa,,  DDeecc..  66:: Young
wicketkeeper-batsman
Rishabh Pant should get
used to hearing chants of
“Dhoni, Dhoni” and figure
his own mechanism to
deal with the extreme

pressure that comes
with being an India
cricketer, feels BCCI

President Sourav
Ganguly.
The 22-year-old Pant

has been under intense
scrutiny for his under-

whelming perform-

ances in white-ball cricket
but has got the firm back-
ing of both skipper Virat
Kohli and his deputy Rohit
Sharma. 

Kohli on Thursday said
Pant can’t be isolated to
such an extent that he
starts feeling nervous on
the field and found it “dis-
respectful” that fans
chanted Mahendra Singh
Dhoni’s name when the
youngster made mistakes
during a recent home
series. 

“It’s good for him (Pant).
He should get used to it.
Let him hear it and let him
find a way to succeed. He
will be under pressure and
let him go through it and
figure out on his own,”
Ganguly said on Friday.
Ganguly also refused to

divulge the BCCI’s plans
with regards to Dhoni’s
much-speculated future.
He said it will take 15
years of consistency for
Rishabh Pant to be the
next Dhoni. 

“Everyday, you don’t get
MS Dhoni. It will take Pant
15 years to achieve what
MS has achieved,” he said. 

“The BCCI can’t be
thankful enough to MS for
what he has done for
Indian cricket. We will
leave it at that. We are
speaking to Virat, the
selectors, that’s what it is.
We will address (Dhoni
future) as and when it
comes,” he said. 

Dhoni has been on a sab-
batical since India’s semi-
final exit from the ODI
World Cup in July. — PTI

MMeellbboouurrnnee//KKoollkkaattaa,,  DDeecc..
66:: Cricket Australia (CA) is
set to request the BCCI to
agree for more than one
Day/Night Test during
India’s 2021 tour Down
Under but Indian Board
chief Sourav Ganguly on
Friday said such a propos-
al would be a “bit too
much”. 

A CA delegation, led by
its Chairman Earl
Eddings, is expected to
meet BCCI top brass dur-
ing the three-match ODI
series in India starting
January 14 next year. “As
you build that trust and
build that relationship you
have that chat,” Eddings
told ‘ESPNCricinfo’. 

“Pleasingly they’ve
played their first day-night
Test and won easily. Now
they’ve got through that it
might give them the right
build-up to it over here. I’ve
got no doubt they’ll consid-
er playing one and maybe
even more day-night Test
matches. But that’s down
the track to when we catch
up with them in January,”
he added. 

However, Ganguly didn’t

seem keen on the idea. “I
have not heard anything
officially from Cricket
Australia. Two out of four
will be a bit too much...it
can’t replace traditional
Test matches. But we can
have one Pink Test every
series,” Ganguly said.

CA Chief Executive
Kevin Roberts also spoke
about having more than
one Day/Night Tests dur-
ing what is meant to be a
four-match Test series.
“...in my heart I’d say four
from four, in my head we’d
love to play one of the four
as a day-night Test,” he
said. 

Eddings said CA also
wants the BCCI to consider
adding one more Test to
the traditional four-match
series that the two coun-
tries play. “Ideally we want
to be playing five Tests
against India, hopefully in
the future we can do that as
well,” he said. 

India’s maiden Pink Test
was a result of the initia-
tive taken by Ganguly, one
of the country’s most suc-
cessful and charismatic
former captains. — PTI

Aussies eye more
than one D/N Test

WWeesstt  IInnddiieess:: L. Simmons c Sharma b Chahar 2, E.
Lewis lbw b Sundar 40, B. King st Pant b Jadeja 31,
S. Hetmyer c Sharma b Chahal 56, K. Pollard b
Chahal 37, J. Holder not out 24, D. Ramdin not out
11. EExxttrraass  ((llbb22,,  ww44))  66..  TToottaall  ((ffoorr  ffiivvee  wwiicckkeettss  iinn  2200
oovveerrss))  220077..
FFooWW::  1-13, 2-64, 3-101, 4-172, 5-173.
BBoowwlliinngg::  Sundar 3-0-34-1, Chahar 4-0-56-1, Kumar
4-0-36-0, Jadeja 4-0-30-1, Chahal 4-0-36-2, Dube 1-
0-13-0.
IInnddiiaa::  R. Sharma c Hetmyer b Pierre 8, KL Rahul c
Pollard b Pierre 62, V Kohli (not out) 94, R Pant c
Holder b Cottrell 18, S Iyer c & b Pollard 4, S Dube
(not out) 0. EExxttrraass  ((bb  44,,  llbb  22,,  nnbb  33,,  ww  1144))  2233..  TToottaall
((ffoorr  ffoouurr  wwiicckkeettss  iinn  1188..44  oovveerrss))  220099..  
FFooWW::  1-30, 2-130, 3-178, 4-193.
BBoowwlliinngg::  Cottrell 4-0-24-1; Holder 4-0-46-0; Pierre
4-0-44-2; Walsh 2-0-19-0; Williams 3.4-0-60-0;
Pollard 1-0-10-1.

SCORECARD

Career-best T20
knock from Virat
helps India pull
off their highest
run chase

Former Indian cap-
tain and newly elect-
ed president of the

Hyderabad Cricket
Association Mohammed
Azharuddin got a stand
named after himself at
the Rajiv Gandhi
International Cricket
Stadium at the India vs

West Indies T20 series
opener here on Friday.

The 56-year-old, who
won the state cricket
body’s presidential poll in
September, got his name
across the terrace seating
in the North Pavilion
which is named after VVS
Laxman, another Test

cricketer from
Hyderabad. The South
block was christened N.
Shivlal Yadav Pavilion,
after former Test player,
HCA secretary and BCCI
in-charge president, back
when the RGICS was
built.

Azhar, who played 99

Tests and 334 One-Dayers
and scored a combined
15,593 runs including 29
centuries and 79 fifties,
looked content as he was
accompanied by
Hyderabad internation-
als Laxman, S. L.
Venkatpathi Raju, Noel
David and Mohammed
Siraj and a host of smart-
ly dressed HCA officials
during the inauguration
of the stand.

Kohli cracks the whip

AAZZHHAARR  TTAAKKEESS  AA  STAND AT RGICS

MOST 50+ SCORES IN T20I
Batsman I Runs 50+

Virat Kohli (India) 68 2544 23

Rohit Sharma (India) 94 2547 22

Martin Guptill (NZ) 80 2436 17

Paul Stirling (Ireland) 71 1929 16

David Warner (Aus) 76 2079 16

SSTTAATTSS:: SS.. PPEERRVVEEZZ QQAAIISSEERR
Virat Kohli celebrates after guiding
India home. — P. Surendra<<<
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MMiillaann::  The jersey worn by
Brazilian football legend Pele
during his final match for the

five-time world champions has
sold for 30,000 euros in an

auction in Italy. The three-time
World Cup winner wore the jer-

sey in a friendly against
Yugoslavia at the Maracana

Stadium in Rio de Janeiro in
July 1971, the last time he
played for Brazil. Pele, 79,

regarded as among the great-
est footballers of all-time,

scored 77 goals for Brazil in 92
appearances. The shirt was the

highlight of objects which went
under the hammer at the Bolaffi

auction house in Turin on
Thursday. Other sporting mem-
orabilia included the yellow jer-

sey won by Italian cycling star
Fausto Coppi on his way to vic-
tory in the 1952 Tour de France,
which sold for 25,000 euros. A
rare blue Juventus jersey worn

by Italian defender Luciano
Spinosi in the final of the 1971

UEFA Cup sold for 9,400 euros.
Another shirt worn by

Argentina legend Diego
Maradona during his time play-

ing for Napoli in the 1989-90
season sold for 7,500 euros. 

— AFP

It feels like I should
shove a bit of salt
water up my nose 

—  Adam Scott, Australian golfer
complains his airways felt dirty as
toxic smoke from bushfires choke

Sydney blighting the Australian
Open tournament

New role
Former Fifa head of football James Johnson appointed to steer
Football Federation Australia into a new era after a month-long
search to replace retired chief executive David Gallop

HHoonngg  KKoonngg::  Golf’s Hong Kong
Open has been rescheduled for
January after its postponement

over violent anti-government
protests, organisers said on

Friday — although it will not be
sanctioned by the European

Tour. The tournament, one of
Asia’s oldest and biggest golf

competitions, was originally
slated for November 28-

December 1, but was postponed
as the city wrestled with

months of pro-democracy
protests. The $1 million event

will now be held from January
9-12, and will be sanctioned by

the Asian Tour but not the
European Tour which has the

South African Open in the same
week. “We are pleased to

announce the 61st Hong Kong
Open will now be the curtain-

raiser for our 2020 season,”
Asian Tour commissioner and
CEO Cho Minn Thant said in a

statement. “As our season-
opening event, there will be an
undoubtedly strong Asian Tour
field with players eager to get

their seasons off to a fast start.”
European Tour chief Keith

Pelley said his organisation
would return to sanction the

Hong Kong Open when it
resumes its November time slot
later in the year. “While we are
unable to sanction this edition

of the Hong Kong Open due to
other tournament commit-

ments... we very much look for-
ward to returning next

November when the 62nd Hong
Kong Open will kick off our

2021 European Tour season,” he
said in the statement. The Hong

Kong Open has been won by
luminaries from Peter Thomson

to Rory McIlroy, and had been
an annual fixture at the colo-

nial-era Fanling course for 60
editions since 1959 until its

postponement this year. 
— AFP

LLooss  AAnnggeelleess,,  DDeecc..  66::  The
Toronto Raptors clamped
down on Houston’s NBA
scoring leader James
Harden on Thursday, but
his Rockets teammates
filled the void in a 119-109
win over the reigning
champions.

Forward Ben McLemore
led Houston with a sea-
son-high 28 points and
Russell Westbrook con-
tributed a triple-double of
19 points, 13 rebounds and
11 assists as the Rockets
bounced back from a con-
troversial double-over-
time loss to the San
Antonio Spurs on
Tuesday.

Harden, who is averag-
ing more than 39 points
per game this season, con-
nected on seven of just 11
shots from the field, fin-

ishing with 23 points in
the face of a determined
defensive effort from the
Raptors.

Harden took just three
shots in the first half, and
most of his attempts in
the second were off bro-
ken plays or fast breaks as
he found himself relent-
lessly double-teamed.

“James, to his credit,
didn’t force anything,”
Rockets coach Mike
D’Antoni said. “He said
‘OK, double me and my
teammates will score
tonight.’ And they did.”

While Harden scored
just six points in the first
half, the Rockets led by as
many as 16 in the second
quarter before reaching
halftime with a 63-55
advantage.

The Raptors briefly

edged ahead in the third,
but the Rockets responded
and never trailed in the
fourth.

“It’s just dedication, just
going out there knowing
what we have to do to get a
win tonight after a tough
loss,” said McLemore,
who made a career-high
eight three-pointers.

Pascal Siakam led the
Raptors with 24 points and
Fred VanVleet added 20

for Toronto,
w h o
h a d
w o n
their

first nine home games of
the season but have now
lost two straight on their
home floor.

They fell in overtime to
the visiting Miami Heat
on Tuesday.

SSuunnss  hhaanngg  oonn
There was drama in New

Orleans, where Phoenix’s
Devin Booker scored 21 of
his season-high 44 points
in the third quarter and
the Suns held on for a 139-
132 overtime victory over
the Pelicans.

The Suns took a 16-point
lead into the fourth peri-
od, but New Orleans bat-
tled back to knot the score
at 125-125.

The hosts had a chance
to win in regulation but
Brandon Ingram — who
needed stitches near his
right eye after he fell and

was then fallen on by
Phoenix’s Dario Saric —
missed at the buzzer.

Suns center Frank
Kaminsky scored six
points and Ricky Rubio
added four in overtime as
Phoenix pulled away for
the win.

In Washington, Japanese
rookie Rui Hachimura
scored 27 points and
Bradley Beal added 26 as
the Wizards shook off a
sluggish start to beat the
Philadelphia 76ers 119-113.

The road woes continued
for a 76ers team that is
unbeaten in 10 home
games, with 21
Philadelphia turnovers
leading to 30 Wizards
points.

Joel Embiid and Ben
Simmons combined for 15
of the turnovers. — AFP

Russell mania
Westbrook triple-double fuels Rockets over Raptors

MMiiaammii,,  DDeecc..  66::  Patrick
Reed edged into a three-
shot lead at the Hero World
Challenge in the Bahamas
on Thursday as Tiger
Woods bounced back into
contention after a lacklus-
tre opening round.

Former Masters champi-
on Reed carded a second
consecutive six-under-par
66 to finish the second
round at 12 under for the
tournament at Albany Golf
Club.

After strong winds which
buffeted the course on
Wednesday, Reed was
among several players who
took advantage of less hos-
tile conditions to post a
low-scoring round.

The American started
slowly, picking up two
birdies over the front nine
to reach the turn at two
under for the round.

Back-to-back birdies on

the 10th and 11th holes
were followed by two more
on 14 and 15, and although
a bogey on the 16th fol-
lowed, Reed recovered with
a birdie on the last.

“I feel good,” Reed said
afterwards. “I feel like the
game’s a lot more clearer
than it was earlier this
year. I’m giving myself
opportunities and the put-
ter’s working.”

US Open champion Gary
Woodland, who had shared
the first round lead on
Wednesday, posted a three-
under-par 69 to finish the
day alone in second place
at nine under. Sweden’s
Henrik Stenson and
Spain’s Jon Rahm shared
third spot on eight under,
four off the lead. Stenson
moved up the leaderboard
after a five-under-par 67
while Rahm shot a six-
under-par 66. — AFP

SSyyddnneeyy,,  DDeecc..  66::  Leader
Matt Jones complained of
stinging eyes and trouble
breathing as smoke from
raging bushfires descend-
ed on the Australian Open
golf competition for the
second day running on
Friday.

Jones birdied the final
hole for a one-stroke lead
over England’s Paul Casey
as the players struggled
through another day of
smoke haze.

World number 14 Casey,
the highest-ranked player
in the field, led for much of
the day after a sparkling
six-under-par 65.

But Jones, who won the
tournament in 2015,
dropped a tricky putt on
the last to be 10-under for
the tournament after his
first-round 67.

Another Australian,
Dimitrios Papadatos, was
alongside Casey one shot
back.

Five others, including
South Africa’s Louis
Oosthuizen and Japanese
amateur Takumi Kanaya,
the joint overnight leader,
were two behind Jones,
who has won twice on the
PGA Tour but not since
2015.

A wind change helped lift
some of the toxic smoke
from bushfires blazing
across New South Wales in
the morning before begin-
ning to return as the day
wore on.

“As you can tell by the

voice the smoke has got to
me a little bit,” croaked
Jones.

“It’s not the easiest to
breathe, our eyes have defi-
nitely been stinging quite a
bit.

“But any time you get to
lead is fantastic. It would
have been better to be more
than one in front, but I’ll
take one.”

World number 15 Adam
Scott, who will be playing
the Presidents Cup against
Tiger Woods’ US team next
week, missed the cut
despite firing a 67 as his
first round of 75 cost him
dearly.

His Presidents Cup
International team skipper
Ernie Els shot a 77 and will
also miss the final two
days, allowing him to focus
on the task ahead next
week at Royal Melbourne.

Former Masters champi-
on Sergio Garcia was
another to fall short of the
cut. Casey, who has won
twice this year, at the PGA
Tour’s Valspar
Championship and the
European Open, said he
was finally finding his
range. “I don’t know if I
was fully in the zone but it
was really nice stuff and it
felt really good,” he said,
after mixing seven birdies
with a single bogey.

“Suddenly from a case of
sort of bumbling around,
just a couple under par,
challenging for lead, so
good stuff.” — AFPPPaarriiss,,  DDeecc..  66::  With

Neymar and Kylian
Mbappe finally both fit
and playing in the same
team, the pressure is on
Paris Saint-Germain
coach Thomas Tuchel to
get his all-star attack fir-
ing on all cylinders going
into the second half of
the season.

Injuries and off-field
issues had prevented the
two most expensive play-
ers on the planet from
starting a game together
this season until PSG's 2-0
midweek over Nantes
which kept the reigning
champions five points
clear at the top of Ligue 1.

Both players duly
scored, with Mbappe's
backheel opener being
followed by a Neymar
penalty, but PSG were
sluggish, and not for the
first time in recent weeks.

In fact, the capital side
— who go to Montpellier
on Saturday — have not
impressed since beating
Marseille 4-0 at the end of

October.
“Maybe it’s just in our

heads — because we are
afraid of losing the ball,
we end up losing the
ball,” admitted Tuchel.

“We need to think about
winning, about building
attacks, creating chances.

It is clear that we need to
improve, get our intensity
back.”

In the meantime PSG
are winning games. They
are top of Ligue 1 and
have won their
Champions League group
before next week's final

game at home to
Galatasaray.

However, they have
often been reliant on goal-
keeper Keylor Navas in
recent weeks and Tuchel
needs to find the right
blend in attack.

— AFP

MMaaddrriidd,,  DDeecc..  66::  Zinedine
Zidane pursued Paul
Pogba but found Fede
Valverde and his emer-
gence as Real Madrid’s
most important midfield-
er may yet prove the turn-
ing point in their season.

Signed for six million
euros in 2016, Valverde
cost around 200 million
less than Madrid might
have paid for Pogba last
summer. As well as saving
the club money, he might
have saved their coach
too. Zidane, staring down
the barrel in September,
is flying high three
months later. 

Madrid sit level on
points with Barcelona at
the top of La Liga and
have secured qualifica-
tion to the Champions
League’s last 16. They
face Espanyol at home on
Saturday ahead of a dead
European rubber against
Club Brugge, the kind of
fixture Valverde would
once have viewed as a
rare opportunity to play
in the team. 

Instead, the 21-year-old
has become a key figure
in Zidane’s second era
and, between Karim
Benzema up front and
Sergio Ramos at the back,
the central cog in a newly-
formed spine. When
Zidane talks about
Valverde, he invariably
darts to the English
description, “box-to-box”,
a phrase he clearly feels
best suits the energy and
dynamism the Uruguayan
has brought. 

Luka Modric and Toni
Kroos had been the
immoveable duo ahead of
the more defensively-
minded Casemiro, but
their ponderous perform-
ances came to charac-
terise a Madrid side that
lacked spark. 

— AFP

RRiiyyaaddhh,,  DDeecc..  66::  Anthony
Joshua faces the biggest
test of his boxing career on
Saturday as he attempts to
reclaim his world heavy-
weight crown from Andy
Ruiz in a controversial
rematch in Saudi Arabia.

Six months after suffering
a shock knockout defeat to
Ruiz at Madison Square
Garden, Joshua will climb
back into the ring with Ruiz
seeking to win back the IBF,
WBA, and WBO titles. 

A leaner, meaner Joshua
told reporters this week he
is “hungry, determined and
focused” for a bout that is
expected to get under way
at around midnight local
time. 

The stakes could not be
higher for Joshua, who

would face a long road back
to the pinnacle of the
heavyweight division if he
loses a fight being hyped as
“Clash on the Dunes.” 

Victory, by contrast,
would re-establish his cre-
dentials in the division,
opening the door to money-
spinning fights against
WBC champion Deontay
Wilder or fellow Briton
Tyson Fury. 

“I am not here to put on a
show, I am here to win,”
Joshua (22-1, 21 knockouts)
said. Joshua has blamed a
“lack of experience” for his
defeat to Ruiz in June, when
he was knocked down four
times en route to a seventh-
round stoppage. 

For the rematch, the 6ft
6in (1.98m) Joshua has

invested heavily in quality
sparring partners, hiring
boxers of similar stature to
the 6ft Ruiz to prepare for
the fast-handed Mexican-
American. “We had to bring
in hard, rough sparring
partners,” Joshua said. 

“I brought in the toughest
and roughest.” 

Joshua is also believed to
have shed considerable
bodyweight for the fight. In
June, Joshua weighed in at
247.8 pounds (112.4 kg) but
has said this week he
expects to tip the scales sig-
nificantly lighter, having
cut muscle bulk in order to
improve his mobility
around the ring. “I may be
less than 17 stone (238
pounds),” Joshua said of
his expected weight. — AFP

Joshua, Ruiz ready for ‘Clash on the Dunes’

PSG searching for best form

Jones is on top in
smoke-hit Sydney

AUSTRALIAN OPEN GOLF

Reed moves clear
as Woods surges 

Paris Saint-Germain’s Neymar greets supporters. — AFP

Pele’s jersey sells
for 30,000 euros

HONG KONG
GOLF GETS

JANUARY SLOT

REAL MADRID
FIND THEIR
POGBA WITHIN

Mexican-American heavyweight boxing champion Andy
Ruiz Jr (left) and British heavyweight boxing challenger
Anthony Joshua face each other during their press con-
ference in Diriyah (Riyadh). 

— AFP

English golfer Paul Casey hits a shot on the fairway of the
sixth hole on day two of the Australian Open golf in
Sydney. — AFP

Houston Rockets guard
Russell Westbrook controls
the ball between Toronto
Raptors defenders during
an NBA match on Friday.
Rockets won 119-109.

— AP

Defeat is unthinkable
for Bayern at Borussia
BBeerrlliinn,,  DDeecc..  66::  Manuel Neuer says a second consecutive
defeat is unthinkable for Bayern Munich on Saturday
at Bundesliga leaders Borussia Moenchengladbach,
who quietly harbour aspirations of a first German title
since 1977.

Bayern have lifted the trophy each of the past seven
seasons but their Bundesliga reign is under threat as
they sit fourth — four points behind Gladbach — with
a third of the season played. Interim Bayern coach
Hansi Flick, who replaced the sacked Niko Kovac last
month, suffered his first defeat in five games a week
ago with a shock 2-1 loss at home to Bayer Leverkusen.
Neuer has called for a response by Bayern at Borussia
Park. 

“We simply must not lose, that’s out of the question
— we’re going there to win,” the Germany goalkeeper
told Kicker magazine. — AFP
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Time to go
Former world number one Caroline Wozniacki
announces on Friday that she will retire from
tennis after next month’s Australian Open

SHORT TAKES

VAR is becoming
too difficult for

everyone. I don't
think anyone

knows where they
are with it. 

— Chris Wilder, 
Sheffield United boss 

KKaannnnuurr,,  KKeerraallaa::  Last year’s
World Championships silver

medallist Sonia Chahal (57kg)
and Cologne World Cup gold

medallist Meenakumari Devi
(54kg) confirmed medals as
they stormed into the semi-
finals of 4th Elite Women’s

National Boxing Championships
here on Friday.

Chahal had to fight hard
against Himachal Pradesh’s

Vinakshi on her way to a gritty
3-2 win. All India Police’s

Meenakumari Devi got closer to
the defence of her 54kg title

with a dominant 5-0 win over
Jharkhand’s Sabiha Khanam.

Fresh from winning the coveted
gold medal at the 2019 World
Police and Fire Games, Arjuna

awardee Kavita Chahal (+81kg)
brought that sterling form to
the Nationals to continue her
winning spree. The two-time

Women’s World Boxing
Championships bronze medal-

list moved one step closer to
the top podium when she land-
ed a flurry of punches to knock

out Rajasthan’s Barbara
Sampson 5-0. Former youth

world champion Shashi Chopra
(60kg), hailing from Haryana,

also put up an impressive per-
formance in her quarter-final

bout against Chandigarh’s
Manju, winning it 5-0. — PTI

LLaauussaannnnee:: Indian men’s hockey
captain Manpreet Singh was on
Friday nominated for the Player

of the Year award by the
International Hockey Federation

after he led the country to a
Tokyo Olympics berth.

Two other Indian players, Vivek
Prasad and Lalremsiami, were
also nominated for the men’s

and women’s FIH Rising Star of
the Year Award respectively.
The 27-year-old Manpreet, a
veteran of 242 international

caps, is the midfield pivot of
the Indian team. Under his cap-
taincy, India beat Russia 11-3 on
aggregate in Bhubaneswar last
month to qualify for the Tokyo

Olympics.
The 19-year-old Prasad, a mid-
fielder, led the Indian team in
the Youth Olympics last year

where the country won a silver
medal. He was alsonamed the

best young player at the FIH
Series Finals this year.

Lalremsiami, a forward, was a
part of the Asian Games silver-
winning women’s squad. — PTI 

CChhaannddiiggaarrhh::  Indian table tennis
was left mourning after two

veteran coaches Bhawani
Mukherji and Tapan Bose died

here on Friday.
Mukherji died aged 68 due to

an unspecified stomach ailment
at home in Zirakpur, while Bose,
78, suffered a heart attack a lit-

tle later at his residence here.
Mukherji is survived by his wife
and a son and Bose is survived

by his wife, one son and one
daughter.

“Mukherji was suffering from a
stomach ailment and passed
away at his residence,” TTFI
secretary general, MP Singh

said.
The two coaches shared a good

rapport with Mukherji serving
as an assistant to Bose before
taking over the reign as head
coach at NIS, Patiala after the

latter’s retirement in 1974.
Mukherji, who was the first

Dronacharya awardee in table
tennis, did his schooling and

graduation from Ajmer where
his father was a medical practi-

tioner. He joined the National
Institute of Sports (NIS) Patiala

in the mid-seventies after
obtaining diploma in coaching.
He was the head coach at NIS
Patiala and became the head

coach of the national team for a
brief period after the 2010

Commonwealth Games.
Bose, who led the Uttar

Pradesh team in nationals,
became the state champion in

the seventies. He was ranked
India No. 7 in the sixties as a

junior player. — PTI

Manpreet in line 
for FIH award

TWO VETERAN 
TT COACHES

NO MORE 

Sonia, Meena enter
Nationals semis

LLoonnddoonn,,  DDeecc..  66::
Caretaker manager
Freddie Ljungberg said
Arsenal “did not show
up” for the first 45 min-
utes as the Gunners’
winless streak reached
nine games in a 2-1 home
defeat to Brighton on
Thursday.

Neal Maupay headed
in a deserved winner for
the Seagulls 10 minutes
from time after
Alexandre Lacazette had
cancelled out Adam
Webster’s opener for
Brighton.

Defeat leaves Arsenal
in 10th place and 10
points adrift of fourth-
placed Chelsea in the
hunt for Champions
League qualification

next season.
On this evidence there

is little chance of
Ljungberg landing the
job on a permanent
basis as another sparse
crowd at the Emirates
greeted the final whistle
with a chorus of boos.

After a 2-2 draw at
Norwich on Sunday in
the first match since
Unai Emery was sacked,
there was again no sign
of a new manager
bounce for Ljungberg’s
home bow as Brighton
dominated the first 45
minutes and could have
gone in at the break
more than one goal to
the good.

“You cannot give away
a whole half against any

team in the Premier
League,” said
Ljungberg.

“We did not show up in
the first half, we very
passive, we didn’t move.
We had chat at half-time,
made a tactical change
and all of a sudden we
looked like the team we

wanted to for 20 min-
utes.”
‘‘VVAARR  DDIIFFFFIICCUULLTT  FFOORR

EEVVEERRYYOONNEE’’
David Luiz thought he
had put Arsenal in front
as he turned home from
Mesut Ozil’s free-kick
only for the Brazilian to
rightly be ruled offside
after a VAR review.

Ljungberg believes
Arsenal need a win by
any means to regain
some confidence before
they can start to look at
gaining ground on the
top four. Victory for
Brighton takes them to
within a point of
Arsenal and four clear of
the relegation zone.

Elsewhere, Newcastle
taught Sheffield United

a lesson in taking their
chances as the Magpies
won 2-0.

Allan Saint-Maximin
headed the visitors in
front with his first goal
for the club and Jonjo
Shelvey secured the
three points when he
played on as the Blades
defence stopped at the
sight of the offside flag
going up against Andy
Carroll. A VAR review
showed Carroll was
onside as he flicked the
ball into Shelvey’s path.
“VAR is becoming too
difficult for everyone. I
don’t think anyone
knows where they are
with it,” said Sheffield
boss Chris Wilder.

— AFP

LLaauussaannnnee,,  DDeecc..  66::  Chelsea
are free to sign new play-
ers in the January trans-
fer window after a FIFA-
imposed ban was reduced
on appeal by the Court of
Arbitration for Sport
(CAS) on Friday.

The ban, imposed fol-
lowing violations in the
recruitment of minors,
was reduced from two
transfer windows to one,
which Chelsea already
served in the summer.

A fine was also reduced
from 600,000 Swiss francs
to half that amount by the
Lausanne-based court.

A CAS statement said
that Chelsea were guilty
of violating rules related
to the international trans-
fer and registration of
minors, “but for a signifi-
cantly smaller number of
players”, concluding that
they were only guilty of
one third of the violations
found by Fifa.

In addition, the breach-
es of other transfer rules
“were found to be less
serious than those attrib-
uted to Chelsea FC by
FIFA”.

The initial ban was
announced by football’s
world governing body in
February, but Chelsea had
always denied wrongdo-
ing. — AFP 

LLoonnddoonn,,  DDeecc..  66::  Brendan
Rodgers has committed
his long-term future to
Leicester City, ending
speculation linking him
with the vacant Arsenal
manager’s job.

The Northern Irishman
moved to Leicester from
Celtic in February after
winning seven trophies in
just under three years in
charge in Scotland.

The 46-year-old has
taken Leicester to second
in the Premier League
behind Liverpool, with 11
wins from 15 matches this
season.

Rodgers’ success at the
King Power Stadium saw
him linked heavily with
the Arsenal manager’s
job after the sacking last
week of Unai Emery.

“When I made the deci-
sion to come to Leicester
City, it was because I was
excited about the direc-
tion the club was taking
and how I could apply my
experience to the jour-
ney,” said Rodgers.— AFP

LLoonnddoonn,,  DDeecc..  66::  Both sides of the
Manchester divide will be hoping
some derby delight can add impe-
tus to disappointing seasons when
City host United on Saturday,
while Liverpool travel to
Bournemouth aiming to surge fur-
ther clear at the top of the Premier
League.

Manchester United got a badly
needed win for manager Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer on Wednesday,
inflicting a first defeat as
Tottenham manager on Jose
Mourinho as the Portuguese
returned to Old Trafford.

The Red Devils were again
reliant on Marcus Rashford goals
as the England forward struck
twice to take his tally to 12
in 13 games for club and
country.

There has been precious
little for United fans to
enjoy this season, but just a
fifth Premier League victo-
ry in 15 games was enough
to lift them up to sixth.

That is still 11 points adrift
of third-placed City, despite
their own struggles at times.

Pep Guardiola’s men
looked more like their old
selves in thrashing Burnley
4-1 on Tuesday with Gabriel
Jesus stepping up in the
absence of the injured
Sergio Aguero to score twice.

City have lost just one of six
league meetings with United since
Guardiola took charge three years
ago and cannot afford to slip up if
they are to maintain any aspira-
tions of catching Liverpool in the
title race.

The English champions could
kick-off at the Etihad 14 points
behind the leaders, should Jurgen
Klopp’s men continue their scintil-
lating form at Bournemouth earli-
er on Saturday.

Klopp could even afford the luxu-
ry of leaving Roberto Firmino and
Mohamed Salah on the bench for a
5-2 thrashing of Everton in the
Merseyside derby in midweek.

Both are expected to return for
the visit to the south coast, but
Klopp may rest some of his stars
who did start against Everton
ahead of a huge week for the
European champions.

Liverpool travel to Salzburg in
the Champions League on Tuesday
needing to avoid defeat if their
defence of the title is not to embar-
rassingly end in the group stages.

— AFP

Time for derby drama

Brighton inflict more misery on Arsenal
RREESSUULLTTSS

SShheeffffiieelldd  UUnniitteedd  00
NNeewwccaassttllee  22  
(Saint-Maximim 15,
Shelvey 70)

AArrsseennaall  11  
(Lacazette 50) 
BBrriigghhttoonn  22  
(Webster 36,
Maupay 80)

Arsenal’s Pierre-
Emerick
Aubameyang (left)
vies for the ball with
Steven Alzate of
Brighton in their
English Premier
League match at the
Emirates Stadium in
London on
Thursday.  — AFP 

RODGERS SIGNS
LONG-TERM DEAL
WITH LEICESTER 

CHELSEA SET TO
LOOK FOR NEW
SIGNINGS IN JAN.

KKaatthhmmaanndduu//PPookkhhaarraa,,
DDeecc..  66:: Shuttlers led
India’s yet another stu-
pendous show as the
country widened the gap
at the top by clinching 41
medals, including 19
gold, on Day 5 of the 13th
South Asian Games here
on Friday.

India grabbed another
18 silver and 4 bronze to
take the total tally to 165
medals (81 gold, 59 silver,
25 bronze) and leave sec-
ond-placed Nepal (41
gold, 27 silver, 48 bronze),
who won 116 medals in
aggregate, behind.

Sri Lanka are third
with a total of 134 medals
(23 gold, 42 silver, 69
bronze).

The shuttlers won the
maximum gold medals —
four — for India on
Friday. They completely
dominated the discipline
by winning four gold and
two silver in the day.

Former world junior
championships silver
medallist Siril Verma
lived up to his top seed-
ing as he rallied from a
game down to outwit
compatriot Aryaman
Tandon 17-21, 23-21, 21-13
in an all-Indian men’s
singles final.

In the women’s singles
final, Ashmita Chaliha
overcame a late surge
from fellow Indian
Gayatri Gopichand to
finish off with a 21-18, 25-
23 win.

In doubles, there was
double delight for Dhruv
who emerged victorious
in both men’s and mixed
doubles. 

TTOOOORR  BBRREEAAKKSS
RREECCOORRDD

Track and field athletes,
who were leading the

Indian charge in the past
few days, fetched the
maximum 12 medals but
just two of them were
gold. The two gold were
won in men’s and
women’s shot put events.

In men’s shot put,
Asian champion
Tejinder Pal Singh Toor
broke the South Asian
Games record with a
creditable throw of
20.03m to win the gold.
He bettered compatriot
Bahadur Singh Sagoo’s
previous record of
19.15m made in 1999.

Another Indian Om
Prakash Karhana was a
distant second with a
best throw of 17.31m. 

In women’s shot put
event, Abha Khatuwa
took the gold by throw-
ing the iron ball to a dis-

tance of 15.32m.
Compatriot Kachana
Chaudhary bagged the
bronze with a throw of
13.66m.

GGOOLLDD  FFOORR  PPAADDDDLLEERRSS
In table tennis also, the
Indians won the gold and
silver in both the men’s
and women’s singles.  

Anthony Amalraj
defeated compatriot
Harmeet Desai 4-3 while
Sutirtha Mukherjee
downed Ayhika
Mukherjee 4-2 in the all-
Indian men’s and
women’s single’s finals
respectively.

India weightlifters also
continued their impres-
sive run in the regional
multi-sporting event by
claiming three gold and a
silver. — PTI

Shuttlers shine as Siril, Ashmita bag gold 
VVaassccoo,,  DDeecc..  66::  Ugandan for-
ward Henry Kisekka’s clin-
ical finish helped title con-
tenders Gokulam Kerala
FC beat Indian Arrows
side by a solitary goal in an
I-League match at the Tilak
Maidan here on Friday.

The Arrows gave the in-
form Gokulam a mighty
scare, particularly after
the Malabarians had to
play the last 15 minutes of
the match with 10 men.

Gokulam coach Valera
played both Kisekka and
Trinidadian captain
Marcus Joseph upfront
while Arrows’ new coach
Shanmugam Venkatesh
also began with a regula-
tion 4-4-2, with Vikram
Partap Singh and Aman
Chetri upfront.

Gokulam started strongly
and both Joseph and
Kisekka missed a couple of
sitters in the opening 20
minutes of the game. The
Arrows, however, found
their grooves by then and
Vikram Partap was
impressive with his surg-
ing runs down the right.

By the time the first half
ended, Gokulam were left
wondering what they need-
ed to do to break down the
young Arrows as their goal
was being manned more-
than-ably by the young
Samik Mitra, who also had
a confident first 45 min-
utes.

After the breather, and
against the run of play,
Gokulam took the lead
within five minutes of
resumption. A long ball
found Kisekka on the top of
the Arrows box on the
right. The Ugandan got
away from his markers in a
flash and neatly placed the
ball at the left-hand corner

of the Arrows net.
In the 76th minute, a won-

derful Gokulam move
resulted in a Joseph head-
er deflecting off an Arrows
defender and going in, but
Samik brought off a bril-
liant save. Five minutes
later, Etienne brought
down an onrushing Aman
Chetri after the young for-
ward had dispossessed him
in-front of goal and was
headed towards it. With
just the keeper ahead, the
referee had no option but
to give marching orders to
the burly Trinidadian cen-
tre-back.

NNEERROOCCAA  NNOOTTCCHH  UUPP
FFIIRRSSTT  WWIINN

In Imphal, Neroca FC reg-
istered their first win of
this I-League season by
beating former champions
Aizawl FC 1-0.

Ousmane Diawara scored
the all-important goal in
the 28th minute to give the
home side all the three
points. Neroca had lost 1-2
to Gokulam Kerala in their
campaign opener. 

Aizawl FC, who dominat-
ed the possession, failed to
convert any of their 15
shots in the match.

The first big chance of
the first half came in the
13th minute for the home
team but Chanso Horam,
who had a clear shot on left
flank, failed to convert the
same. — PTI

Kerala ride on 
Kisekka strike

■ Paddlers Amalraj, Sutirtha win singles titles in South Asian Games

KKaatthhmmaanndduu,,  DDeecc..  66::  World Championships bronze
medallist Manish Kaushik (64kg) got India’s medal
quest off to a glorious start as Vikas Krishan (69kg)
made a winning comeback to enter the semi-finals on
the first day of boxing action at the 13th South Asian
Games here on Friday. While Ankit Khatana (75kg) was
the third Indian to progress into the last-four.

In the women’s category, Sonia Lather (57 kg) had an
easy outing against Bangladesh’s Shamima Akter as
she won via RSC in the 3rd round while young and
aspiring boxer, S. Kalaivani beat Pakistan’s Rabia
Batool, forcing the referee to stop the contest in the first
round itself. Seven men boxers — Vinod (49kg), Sparsh
(52kg), Sachin (57kg), Varinder (60kg), Sachin (81kg),
Gaurav Chauhan (91kg) and Narender (+91kg) and four
women boxers — Pinki Rani (51kg), Shiksha (54kg),
Parveen (60kg) and Manju Bamboriya (64kg) are
already in the semi-finals thus ensuring India of 16
medals. — Agencies

BOXERS KAUSHIK, KRISHNA
GIVE INDIA STRONG START

Live on TV
PPRREEMMIIEERR  LLEEAAGGUUEE

EEvveerrttoonn  vvss  CChheellsseeaa
from 6 pm on Star
Sports Select 1, HD

BBoouurrnneemmoouutthh  vvss
LLiivveerrppooooll

from 8.30 pm on Star
Sports Select 1, HD

TTootttteennhhaamm  vvss  BBuurrnnlleeyy
from 8.30 pm on Star

Sports Select 2HD

●● City have lost just one of
six league meetings with
United since Guardiola
took charge three years
ago and cannot afford to
slip up if they are to
maintain any aspirations of
catching Liverpool in the
title race

●● Gokulam Kerala
have won both their
opening games and
now sit pretty on
top of the table with
six points in the I-
League

Indian badminton team pose with their medals at the 13th South Asian Games on Friday.

City, United eye success at home after disappointing season


