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U.P. tops list in crimes against women

NCRB publishes
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The National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) published
the annual Crime in India Re-
port 2018 on Wednesday. It
was published with provi-
sional data, as five States —
West Bengal, Assam, Aruna-
chal Pradesh, Meghalaya and

The Tamil Nadu government
has decided to file a criminal
defamation case against DMK
chief M.K. Stalin for accusing
Municipal Administration
Minister S.P. Velumani of
having indulging in
corruption to the tune of

As many as 30,127 daily wage earners
committed suicide in 2018, the
highest among all professions. The
number of suicides among persons
engaged in agriculture came down
by 2.9% in 2018, compared to 2017

NEW DELHI

West Bengal reported the
maximum number of politi-
cal murders in 2018, says a
report by the NCRB. The
number of murders due to
“political reason” in the
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Teenager in hit-and-run

Panel approves scheme to ‘trade’ in forests
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allegedly drove his father’s
luxury car over a 32-year-
old man in Delhi being tried
as a child rather than an
adult who has committed a
heinous crime.

A Supreme Court Bench
led by Justice Deepak Gupta
on Thursday used its ex-
traordinary powers under
Article 142 of the Constitu-

Code (IPC) prescribes a
maximum prison sentence
of more than seven years
but for which the minimum
sentence provided is less
than seven years or even no
minimum jail term, should
be tried as a “child” under
the Juvenile Justice (Care
and Protection of Children)
Act, 2015.

with adjudicating requests
by the industry to raze forest
land for commercial ends,
has approved a scheme that
could allow “forests” to be
traded as a commodity. If
implemented, it allows the
Forest Department to out-
source one of its responsibil-
ities of reforesting to non-go-
vernment agencies.

— equal to that which would
be razed. It also must pay the
State Forest Department the
current economic equivalent
— called Net Present Value —
of the forest land. It’s then
the department’s responsi-
bility to grow appropriate
vegetation that, over time,
would grow into forests.
Industries have often

forest. Nearly ¥50,000 crore
had been collected by the
Centre over decades, but the
funds were lying unspent be-
cause States were not spend-
ing the money on regrowing
forests. The Supreme Court
intervened, a new law came
about with rules for how this
fund was to be administered.
About 347,000 crore had

The proposed ‘Green Cre-
dit Scheme’ allows agencies
— they could be private com-
panies, village forest com-
munities — to identify land
and begin growing planta-
tions. After three years, they
would be eligible to be consi-
dered as compensatory for-
est land if they met the De-
partment’s criteria.
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: S0a2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

© particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

¢ reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

: €O: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

¢ critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

. dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

: lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature :
: death in people with heart or lung disease :



