
Kaziranga has one of the highest
number of wetland birds

Kaziranga recorded 96 spe
cies of wetland birds — one
of the highest for wildlife re
serves in India, according to
the  second  wetland  bird
count conducted on January
910.

The  survey  registered  a
total of 19,225 birds belong
ing  to  96  species  under  80
families. The fi��rst waterfowl
census  in  2018  had  yielded
10,412 birds covering 80 spe
cies,  belonging  to  21
families.

"With  6,181  individuals,
the barheaded goose led the
species  count,  followed  by
the  common  teal  at  1,557
and  northern  pintail  at
1,359. All three belong to the
family  anatidae,"  said  an
offi��cial.

The  other  species  with
sizeable  numbers  include
gadwall, common coot, less
er  whistling  duck,  Indian
spotbilled  duck,  little  cor
morant,  ferruginous  duck,

tufted duck, Eurasian wige
on, Asian openbill, northern
lapwing,  ruddy  shelduck
and spotbilled pelican.

Mr. Gogoi said the survey
covered  four  ranges  of  the
park  —  Agoratoli,  Bagori,
Kohora and Burapahar.

More  than  half  the  birds
(9,924) and 85 of the 96 spe
cies were recorded in Agora
toli Range. This was because
Sohola,  the  largest  of  Kazi
ranga's  92  perennial  wet
lands, is in this range. 

The fi��rst wetland bird sur

vey in Kaziranga, a UNESCO
World  Heritage  Site  since
1985,  was  conducted  in
2018.  Rabindra  Sarma,  the
park's  research  offi��cer  said
avian  surveys  could  have
been  done  in  the  115year
old Kaziranga earlier, but no
records were maintained.

"Data  on  avian  wealth  is
important because the wet
lands  nourish  Kaziranga's
ecosystem.  Increase  or  de
crease  in  the  number  of
birds  is  indicative  of  the
park's health," he said.

Second survey records 19,225 birds belonging to 80 families

Growing numbers: The bar-headed goose led the species
count with 6,181 individuals. * FILE PHOTO
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Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Monday: Heavy rain/snow likely over Jammu &
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand; heavy rain very likely
at isolated places over Punjab, Haryana and Chandigarh and west
Uttar Pradesh. Dense fog likely in isolated pockets over east
Uttar Pradesh., Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram
and Tripura. 

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....23.0....11.0 Kozhikode....................—....33.0....23.0

Ahmedabad...........—....27.0....17.0 Kurnool .......................—....31.0....19.0

Aizawl...................—....20.0......9.0 Lucknow......................—....20.0......7.0

Allahabad..............—....22.0......9.0 Madurai .......................—....33.0....20.0

Bengaluru .............—....28.0....15.0 Mangaluru ...................—....38.0....20.0

Bhopal ..................—........ —........ — Mumbai .......................—....32.0....19.0

Bhubaneswar.........—....25.0....11.0 Mysuru ........................—....29.0....17.0

Chandigarh ...........—....18.0....10.0 New Delhi ...................—....23.0......7.0

Chennai ................—....30.0....21.0 Patna ..........................—....15.0......8.0

Coimbatore ...........—....31.0....16.0 Port Blair.....................—....30.0....22.0

Dehradun ..............—....22.0......8.0 Puducherry ..................—....31.0....19.0

Gangtok................—....12.0......4.0 Pune............................—....29.0....16.0

Goa.......................—....33.0....21.0 Raipur .........................—....24.0....10.0

Guwahati ..............—....25.0....11.0 Ranchi .........................—....21.0......8.0

Hubballi ................—....29.0....18.0 Shillong.......................—....14.0......4.0

Hyderabad ............—....29.0....15.0 Shimla.........................—....15.0......1.0

Imphal ..................—....23.0......6.0 Srinagar.......................—......5.0.... -5.0

Jaipur ...................—....22.0......8.0 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....34.0....22.0

Kochi ....................—....32.0....21.0 Tiruchi.........................—....32.0....20.0

Kohima .................—....16.0......5.0 Vijayawada ..................—....30.0....20.0

Kolkata .................—....22.0....12.0 Visakhapatnam .............—....26.0....20.0

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 4.00
p.m., Ballabhgarh, Haryana
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
421 indicating a severe level
of pollution. In contrast,
Shillong, Meghalaya recorded
a healthy AQI score of 36.

Ahmedabad..... 63 .20 43 ..143 .116 ....*

Bengaluru ....... 11 .57 32 ....59 ...80 ....*

Chennai .......... 11 .57 32 ....59 ...80 ....*

Delhi .............. 16 .70 54 ..414 .334 ....*

Hyderabad ...... ..3 .78 38 ..158 .137 ....*

Kolkata........... 12 .65 26 ..239 .180 ....*

Lucknow ......... 77 .47 77 ..414 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... ..4 .27 63 ..275 .189 ....*

Pune............... 75 .27 84 ..208 .146 ....*

Visakhapatnam 12 .35 47 ..167 .123 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

India is among the few coun
tries  in the world where,  in
2018,  the mortality  for girls
under 5 years of age exceed
ed that of boys, according to
the  ‘Levels  and  Trends  in
Child  Mortality’  report  by
the  United  Nations  (UN)  in
teragency  group  for  child
mortality.

The  report  states  that  in
2018,  fewer  countries
showed gender disparities in
child  mortality,  and  across
the world, boys are expected
to have a higher probability
of dying before reaching age
5 than  girls.  But  this  trend
was not refl��ected in India.

“In  some  countries,  the
risk of dying before age 5 for
girls  is  signifi��cantly  higher
than what would be expect
ed based on global patterns.
These countries are primari
ly  located  in  Southern  Asia
and Western Asia,” said  the
report.

According  to  India’s 2017
Sample Registration System,
the  States  with  the  highest
burden of neonatal mortality
are Madhya Pradesh, Odisha
and Uttar Pradesh, with 32,
33  and  30  neonatal  deaths
per 1,000 live births, respec
tively. India’s neonatal mor

tality rate is 23 per 1,000 live
births.

Further, Jharkhand, Bihar
and Uttarakhand showed the
largest  gender  gaps  in  un
der5 mortality.

“The burden of child mor
tality is determined both by
the  mortality  rate  (the  pro

portion of children who die)
and by the estimated popula
tion of any given State (total
number of annual births). In
this  sense,  Uttar  Pradesh  is
the  State  with  the  highest
number  of  estimated  new
born  deaths  in  India,  both
because of the high neonatal

mortality  rate  and  because
of the large cohort of births
that occur every year in the
State,” noted information re
leased  by  UNICEF  (United
Nations Children’s Fund).

Half of all under5 deaths
in  2018  occurred  in  fi��ve
countries: India, Nigeria, Pa
kistan, the Democratic Repu
blic of the Congo and Ethio
pia. India and Nigeria alone
account for about a third.

The major causes of neo
natal mortality are preterm
birth,  intrapartum  related
events,  and  neonatal
infection.

The report adds that des
pite advancements made ov
er  the  past  two  decades,  a
child or a young adolescent
died  every  fi��ve  seconds  in
2018. 

“Current  trends  predict
that close to 10 million 5 to
14yearolds,  and  52  million
children  under  5  years  of
age,  will  die  between  2019
and 2030,” said the report.

India’s under5 girls face high mortality
Unlike global trends, in India they have higher probability of dying than boys, says UN report

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

NEW DELHI

Two  Indian  Coast  Guard
Ships (ICGS) — Annie Besant

and Amrit Kaur — were com
missioned by Defence Secre
tary  Ajay  Kumar  at  Kolkata
on Sunday.

Director  General  of  In
dian Coast Guard K. Natara
jan, Additional Director Gen
eral  and  Coast  Guard
Commander  (Eastern  Sea
board)  V.S.  Pathania,  and
other offi��cials were present
at  the ceremony, according
to  an  offi��cial  statement  by
the  Coast  Guard  Eastern
Seaboard.

While Annie Besant will
be based at Chennai, Amrit

Kaur will be based at Haldia. 
The  ships  are  fi��tted  with

stateoftheart  technology,

and  navigation  equipment,
along  with  Bofors  40/60
guns and 12.7 mm Stabilised
Remote Controlled Guns for
enhanced fi��ghting effi��ciency. 

The modern vessels will be based at Chennai and Haldia

Special Correspondent

VISAKHAPATNAM

Setting sail: ICGS ships Annie Besant and Amrit Kaur during
the commissioning ceremony in Kolkata on Sunday. * PTI

Two Coast Guard ships
commissioned at Kolkata

A citizen’s right to own priv
ate property is a fundamen
tal  right.  The  State  cannot
take possession of it without
following due procedure and
authority  of  law,  the  Su
preme Court held in a judg
ment on January 8.

The State cannot trespass
into the private property of a
citizen  and  then  claim  ow
nership  of  the  land  in  the
name  of  ‘adverse  posses
sion’, the court said, adding
that  grabbing  private  land
and  then  claiming  it  as  its
own makes the State an en
croacher. 

In a welfare state, right to
property  is  a  human  right,
said a Bench of Justices Indu
Malhotra and Ajay Rastogi.

“A welfare state cannot be
permitted to take the plea of
adverse  possession,  which
allows a trespasser i.e. a per
son guilty of a tort, or even a
crime, to gain legal title over
such  property  for  over  12
years.  The  State  cannot  be
permitted to perfect its title
over the land by invoking the
doctrine  of  adverse  posses
sion to grab the property of
its own citizens,” said Justice
Malhotra.

The  court  was  hearing  a
plea fi��led by Vidya Devi, a wi
dow,  whose  four  acres  of
land  was  taken  over  by  the
Himachal  Pradesh  govern
ment in 1967. 

“The appellant [Ms. Devi]
being  an  illiterate  widow,
coming  from  a  rural  back
ground, was wholly unaware

of her rights and entitlement
in  law,  and  did  not  fi��le  any
proceedings  for  compensa
tion...,”  said  Justice  Malho
tra. 

When Ms. Devi, 80, learnt
about  her  rights  in  2010
from  her  neighbours,  who
had also lost their property,
she  approached  the  Hima
chal Pradesh High Court. Ho

wever,  when  the  HC  asked
her  to fi��le a civil  suit  in  the
lower court, she moved the
Supreme Court.

Authority of law
Ordering the State to pay her
₹��1  crore  in  compensation,
the  Supreme  Court  noted
that in 1967, ‘right to private
property  was  still  a  funda
mental  right’  under  Article
31 of the Constitution.

Property  ceased  to  be  a
fundamental  right  with  the
44th  Constitution  Amend
ment  in 1978. Nevertheless,
Article  300A  required  the
State  to  follow  due  proce
dure and authority of law to
deprive  a  person  of  his  or
her private property, the Su
preme  Court  reminded  the
government.

Private property is a fundamental right, says SC
‘Grabbing private land and claiming it as its own makes the State an encroacher’

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
has booked three branch managers of the
State Bank of India in Lucknow for alleged
ly siphoning off�� funds from the exchequer
by  sanctioning  Kisan  Credit  Card  (KCC)
loans on forged documents. 

The FIR named the three offi��cials, Ka
mal  Kumar  Srivastava,  Ansul  Mendiratta
and Awadhesh Srivastava, who were man
agers with its Kakori branch in Lucknow,
along  with  the  bank’s  empanelled  advo
cate Prakash Chandra Vidyarthi and one
Gole Dwivedi.

An internal inquiry revealed that the of
fi��cials  had  disbursed  96  loans  under  the
scheme  during  201417,  totalling  ₹��6.60
crore.

A part of  the  funds was transferred to
the account of Mr. Dwivedi, indicating di
version. The agency has initiated investiga
tions to determine the extent of the scam
and to examine the role of other suspects.

3 SBI offi��cials booked
for kisan card fraud

special correspondent

NEW DELHI

Palghar chemical factory
blast toll goes up to 8
PALGHAR

The death toll in the

explosion at a chemical

factory in Maharashtra’s

Palghar district rose to eight

on Sunday after the body of a

missing girl was recovered

from the site, officials said.

Chief Minister Uddhav

Thackeray has called a

meeting on Monday to

discuss the issue. PTI

IN BRIEF

Samajwadi Party leader
shot dead in U.P.
LUCKNOW

A Samajwadi Party leader, Bijli

Yadav, and former village

headman in Uttar Pradesh’s

Mau district was gunned

down while he was on his

morning walk on Sunday,

police said. The assailants,

who were on a motorcycle,

killed him in Mohmmadabad

Gohna, said local reports.

LCA Tejas takes off from
INS Vikramaditya
NEW DELHI

After completing the landing

on the “ski-jump” deck of the

aircraft carrier INS

Vikramaditya on Saturday, the

naval version of the

indigenously-built Tejas light

combat aircraft (LCA) on

Sunday successfully took off

from the carrier. The

developments put India

among the few nations which

have the capability to design

a jet which can operate from

an aircraft carrier. PTI

The  Supreme  Court  is
scheduled to hear on Mon
day a plea challenging the
newly  promulgated  Insol
vency  and  Bankruptcy
Code  (Amendment)  Ordi
nance of 2019, which does
not  allow  homebuyers  to
individually  initiate  insol
vency proceedings against
builders  in  residential
projects.

Section  3  of  the  ordi
nance  prescribes  a  mini
mum  threshold  —  10%  or
100 in number, whichever
is  lesser, of the total allot
tees/homebuyers from the
same real estate project —
for initiating insolvency re
solution  proceedings  be
fore the National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT). 

The  petition  fi��led  by  a
homebuyer,  Manish  Ku
mar,  wants  the  court  to
stay the implementation of
the ordinance.

A Bench  led  by  Justice
Rohinton Nariman is sche
duled to hear the case.

Plea challenges
insolvency
ordinance

LEgal correspondent

NEW DELHI

A Coonoorbased trust pro
poses  to  plant  more  than
10,000 trees in the Nilgiris —
almost all of them exotic fl��o
ra — from avenue trees such
as  jacaranda  and  podocar
pus,  to  pine  and  bottle
brush. 

Conservationists say that
though the intention is com
mendable, the mass planta
tion drive will be harmful to
the environment in the long
term.

Dr.  Tarun  Chhabra,  an
environmentalist  working
on habitat restoration Nilgi
ris, said exotic trees have a
huge impact on soil chemis
try on the ground, prevent
ing native grass, plants and

herbs  from  taking  root  un
derneath the canopy. 

It  has  a  knockon  eff��ect
on  wildlife,  which  leads
them  into  vacating  the
areas, he says.

High water demand
“Only native grasses should
be grown in what were pre
viously grasslands, or Shola
trees  should  be  grown
where  they  existed  pre
viously,” said Mr. Chhabra.

N. Mohanraj,  a  Nilgiris
based  ecologist,  said  when
exotics  take  root,  they  in
crease the water demand in
that  region,  impacting  not
just  the  Nilgiris  but  other
districts  further  down
stream  that  rely  on  rivers
emanating from the hills.

‘Mass planting of exotic
trees in Nilgiris harmful’
Rohan Premkumar 

UDHAGAMANDALAM 

‘T.N. should support
caste-based census’
CHENNAI

Welcoming the resolution

passed by Maharashtra

Assembly that supported

caste-based census, Dravidar

Kazhagam president K.

Veeramani on Sunday urged

that the Tamil Nadu

government must follow suit.

“Our aim to be create a caste-

less society. But until several

thousand people, who have

been denied opportunities

due to caste system, attain

equality, it is necessary to

have reservation,” he said. 


