WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, JANUARY 16,2020

EXPRESS NETWORK

1.,5..‘-.'1,1.“””1'3,-#

~:~
!
—
—
T
=
=

N.E.(@

Bareilly: Six robbers posing as
Crime Branch officials went
to the house of a police offi-
cer in Uttar Pradesh’s Pilibhit
district and allegedly de-
camped with jewellery and
cash after holding his daugh-
ter and wife hostage at gun-
point, officials said. The inci-
dent took place on Tuesday
evening at the Shastri Nagar
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NORTH
Six posing as Crime Branch
officials rob UP SHO'’s house

residence of Pushkar Singh,
SHO of Amaria police station,
they said. The neighbours
alerted Singh, police
said. Bareilly Senior
Superintendent of Police
Shailendra Pandey said po-
lice teams have been formed
to crack the case and footage
of nearby CCTV cameras is
being examined. PTI

Devotees offer prayers after taking dips in the Sangam
during Makar Sankranti in Prayagraj. Ritesh Shukla

Kolkata: A 32-year-old pa-
tient died on Wednesday
morning after he allegedly
jumped off the fifth floor of a
newly-constructed super
speciality building at the
Calcutta Medical College and
Hospital in front of doctors
and nurses, police said.
“The man was admitted here
last evening. He was suffer-
ing from suspected autoim-

EAST
Patient ‘jumps off’ Calcutta
Medical College building, dies

mune encephalitis syn-
dromes, causing altered
mentality as well as memory
decline. He was also having
division of thoughts,” CMCH
superintendent Indranil
Biswas said. An internal com-
mittee has been set up by the
CMCH to look into the mat-
ter, Biswas said. A case has
been lodged at the Bowbazar
Police Station. PTI

Ahmedabad: In the first case
registered under the Gujarat
Control of Terrorism and
Organised Crime (GCTOC) Act
that came into force on
December 1,2019, seven per-
sons have been booked for ex-
tortion, police said on
Wednesday. The offence has
beenregistered against gang-
ster Vishal Goswami and six
of his aides. Goswami and his

WEST
Seven booked for extortion

under new Act in Gujarat

two aides, currently lodged at
Ahmedabad Central Jail, tar-
geted businessmen with four
others held on Wednesday. A
key feature of GCTOC Act is
that intercepted telephonic
conversations would now be
considered legitimate evi-
dence. The bill in its earlier
form had failed to get presi-
dential nod when Narendra
Modi was the CM. PTI

Hyderabad: Situation in
Bhainsa town of Nirmal dis-
trict in Telangana remained
peaceful and under control
on Wednesday even as 61
people have so far been ar-
rested in connection with the
communal clashes thatleft 19
people and eight police offi-
cials injured in the town, po-
lice said. A trivial issue of

SOUTH

After 61arrested, police say
Telangana town peaceful

cles by removing silencers
took a violent turn when
members belonging to two
different = communities
clashed late night on January
12. Police have registered 13
cases. Apart from police per-
sonnel, Rapid Action Force is
patrolling in the town. Police
said prohibitory orders ban-
ning assembly of more than

some peopleriding motorcy-  five people were on. PTI
Plea in Madras
HC to remove JHARKHAND

‘anti-Muslim
stand’ of RSS

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, JANUARY 15

A PETITION filed in the Madras
High Court on Wednesday seeks
to remove a sentence from the
Social Science textbook of Class X
in the state syllabus which says
the Hindu Mahasabha and the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) took a pronounced anti-
Muslim stance during the strug-
gle for freedom, which resulted in
the partition of the country.

The pleaby P Chandrasekaran
said the objectionable content
was published in Tamil and Engl-
ish versions of the book. Arguing
that the portions were incorrect
and that RSS never took a stand
against any religion, the petition
stated that the Sangh only worked
towards the consolidation of
Hindu society.

MEETING UNDERWAY AT UN SECURITY COUNCIL

France, US block China move on J&K

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 15

FORTHE third time since August,
Beijing raised the issue sof Jammu
and Kashmir at a closed-door
meeting of the United Nations
Security Council late Wednesday
night. Vietnam, which is the
UNSC President for the month of
January, allowed the issue to be
brought up by China.

However, members of the
UNSC, including France and the
US, blocked the attempt by China
for a discussion on the Kashmir
issue. Sources said the plan was

to tell Beijing that this is not the
appropriate forum.

“Today @UN ...our flagis flying
high. Those thatlaunched a “False
Flag” effort got a stinging re-
sponse from our many friends...,”
tweeted Syed Akbaruddin, India’s
Ambassador and Permanent
Representative to the UN, late
Wednesday night.

The closed-door meeting of
the UNSC was called to discuss
issues related to Mali, an African
country, and China made a re-
quest to discuss the Kashmir is-
sue under the agenda of “Any
Other Business Points”.

Since Pakistan’s Foreign

RAISINA DIALOGUE

US-led Indo-Pacific bloc
divisive: Russia minister

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 15

RUSSIAN FOREIGN Minister
Sergei Lavrov on Wednesday
strongly criticised the US-led
Indo-Pacificinitiative, calling it a
“divisive approach” to disrupt
existing regional structures and
contain China’s influence in the
region.

“Why callitIndo-Pacific? The
answer is to contain China. Indian
friends are smart enough to un-
derstand the trap. We should not
bedivisive,” Lavrov said at the on-
going Raisina Dialogue. “We have
to be careful with the terminol-
ogy, which looks benign but
might be something else.”

The Russian minister also
slammed the US for what he
called disregarding international
rules and norms while selec-
tively talking about rules-based
global order for its self-interests.

Referring to the US-backed
Indo-Pacific strategy, Lavrov
called it an attempt to “reconfig-
ure the existing structures”, and
to move away from the ASEAN-
centric consensus for the region.

“Itis an attempt to seek forms
of interactions to something
which would be divisive,” he said
in the presence of External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and
foreign ministers and diplomats
from around 40 countries.

“Anew concept was created,
called Indo-Pacific strategy, ini-

Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi is in New York, he was
likely to push for Pakistan’s case
with the UNSC member-states.
At the time of going to press,
details of the meeting were
awaited. The move by China is
third such attempt since August
when the special status granted
to Jammu and Kashmir under
Article 370 of the Constitution
was revoked by the government,
and the state was bifurcated into
two union territories.
Diplomatic sources said that
France has noted the request of
a UNSC member to raise the
Kashmir issue once again in the

Exernal Affairs Minister S Jaishankar with his counterpart
Sergey Lavrov in New Delhi, Wednesday. P11

tiated firstly by the US, Australia,
Japan..When we asked the ini-
tiators about the difference be-
tween Indo-Pacific strategies
and ASEAN-Pacific regional co-
operation, they said Indo-Pacific
is more open, more democratic,”
Lavrov said. “If you look at it
closely, itis not at all the case.”

Later, in a meeting, Lavrov
conveyed to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi that President
Vladimir Putin is looking for-
ward to Modi’s visit to Russia in
May 2020 to participate in the
75th anniversary celebration of
the Victory Day, which marks
the defeat of Nazi Germany in
1945, and in July 2020 for the
BRICS and SCO summits.

Modi welcomed multiple oc-
casions this year to meet Putin,
and said he also looks forward to

hosting the Russian President in
India for the annual bilateral
summit later this year.

The Prime Minister noted
that several important decisions
and outcomes were reached be-
tween the two countriesin 2019.
He suggested that the year 2020,
which is also the 20th anniver-
sary year of the establishment of
strategic partnership between
India and the Russian Federation,
should be the “year of imple-
mentation of those decisions”.

“The PM referred to the
wide-ranging conversation he
had with President Putin over
telephone on 13 January 2020,
and noted the progress in the
Special and Privileged Strategic
Partnership between the two
countries in the previous year,”
the MEA said in a statement.

powerful body and it is going to
opposeitlikeitdid ona previous
occasion. French sources said
that the Kashmir issue must be
settled bilaterally (between India
and Pakistan). The sources said
this has been stated on several
occasions, and it will continued
tobereiterated to partnersin the
UN Security Council.

This is the third time, China,
Pakistan’s ‘all-weather ally’, has
demanded discussion on the
Kashmir issue. In August, China
had raised it in an informal and
closed-door consultations, but the
meeting did not lead to any out-
comes.In December again, France,

US, UK and Russia — the remain-
ing P-5 members — had foiled an
attempt by China to discuss
Kashmir ata meeting of the UNSC.
Beijing withdrew its request.

In August, China had ob-
jected to the formation of
Ladakh as Union Territory, say-
ing it undermined its territorial
sovereignty. It also expressed
“serious concern” about the cur-
rent situation in the region. Delhi
had responded to Beijing. MEA
spokesperson had said, “India
does not comment on the inter-
nal affairs of other countries and
similarly expects other countries
todo likewise.”

India, China have to
find an equilibrium,
says Jaishankar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 15

INDIA AND China must find an
“equilibrium” and “understand-
ing” on key issues affecting each
other, External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said on Wednesday;,
asserting that there is no choice
but to adopt such an approach.

On bilateral ties, he said nei-
ther country can get the relation-
ship “wrong”.

In his address at the Raisina
Dialogue, Jaishankar said both
countries will have to get along
with each other but the chal-
lenge is how it will work. He said,
“I think it is very important to-
day. To my mind, it is absolutely
necessary that the two countries
find an equilibrium and find ac-
commodation and understand-
ing on key issues which affect
each other. For me it is a must,
not a choice.”

“The challenge is, what are
the terms and what is the basis
and how it will work.... | would
sayitisaworkin progress and it
will be continue to be a work in
progress,” he said.

Answering a question on
how his ministry is dealing with
criticism over Kashmir, NRC and
the new citizenship law,
Jaishankar said, “One aspect of
re-balancing where India is con-
cerned is, are we going to define
ourselves, or are we going to let
other people define us? [ would

like to believe that it is the first.
Thatis my political outlook, and
that of my party.”

He said it is important to re-
flect on how India responded to
common challenges faced by
many countries globally. “Even
something like
naturalisation..what s the path-
way other nations have taken
with regard to naturalisation of
people? I think it is worthwhile
looking atit,” he said.

“Don’t get fixated on the dots
and ignore the line. These are im-
portant issues. At the end of the
day, they reflect the mindset to-
wards governance,” he said. “A
lot of what has happened in the
last six months are sort of in the
political sphere, but the same
mindset was also evident when
it came to socioeconomic is-
sues.”

Asked about India’s poor
track record of implementation
of development projects abroad,
as well as challenges in foreign
policy domain, he said the coun-
try is a “prisoner of its past im-
age” and must get over it.

Jaishankar indicated that the
current government inherited a
lot of problems and the effort
now hasbeen to not pass on them
to future governments. “The bot-
tomlineis: are we going to justin-
herit problems, multiply them,
pass iton, or are we going to deal
with some of them and probably
leave the people who come after
us better off,” he said.

Scrapping Article 370 historic: Army Chief

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 15

CHIEF OF Army Staff General M
M Naravane called the abroga-
tion of Article 370 a historic step
and added that it disrupted the
plans of Pakistan and its proxies.
Speaking at an event to mark the
Army Day, Naravane said “the
state of Line of Control is linked
to the situation in Jammu and
Kashmir” and “to scrap Article
370 s a historic step, which will
prove to be significant to bring
Jammu and Kashmir to the na-
tional mainstream”.

Naravane said, “This decision
has disrupted the plans of our
western neighbour and its prox-
ies.” He also said India has a “zero
tolerance policy towards terror-
ism” and added that “we have
many options to counter those
who promote terrorism and we

Chief of Army Staff General M M Naravane at the Army Day
Parade in New Delhi on Wednesday. Praveen Khanna

Captain Tania Sher Gill
during the parade. P11

will not hesitate to use them”.
The Army Chief mentioned
that the Army is taking all steps
to maintain peace in the region
following the principles of mu-
tual and equal security and
through talks. He said the coun-

try faced “some grave security
challenges” last year and the
Army “not only participated in
proxy wars” but has also kept the
borders secure.

Speaking about the situation
in the Northeast, Naravane said

the conditions there have im-
proved. He stated that “time-
bound discussions are on with
most insurgent groups”.

The Army, he said, is prepar-
ing for future warfare, and men-
tioned Integrated Battle Groups

asone of the significant steps be-
ing taken. There are also efforts to
prepare for “space, cyber, special
operation and electronic war-
fare”, he said. The Army Day pa-
rade was also attended by the re-
cently appointed Chief of Defence
Staff General Bipin Rawat, Chief
of Air Staff Air Chief Marshal RK'S
Bhadauria and Navy Chief
Admiral Karambir Singh.

Woman officer leads
parade

ON WEDNESDAY, Captain Tania
Sher Gill (26) became the first
woman Parade Adjutant in the
history of the Army Day func-
tion. Gill of the Corps of Signals,
the fourth generation to serve
the Army, said, “It was a feeling
of great pride, a sense of accom-
plishment and worthiness, and
pure blessing.”

PTI

Soren govt takes to soc1al media for quick solutions

ABHISHEK ANGAD
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 15

M A news report claimed that a
child was sold for money in
Jamshedpur. The deputy commis-
sioner responded on social media,
stating that the child had beenre-
covered, posted pictures and said
that the mother and child had
been shifted to hospital.

M A video went viral showing a
home guard extorting money
from a coal cyclewallah in
Dhanbad. The respective DC
identified the homeguard, con-
ducted an investigation and sus-
pended him.

M Hazaribagh residents were not
receiving rations for a month.
The DC conducted an inquiry
and found the shop owner had
violated the National Food
Security Act. His licence was can-
celled.

Epaper..neiss. com

M A high-tension wire was out of
place at Chandwara block of
Koderma. The DC formed a team
and assured action against those
responsible, and ensured com-
pensation to the injured.

B A man with injured legs was-
n’t treated at Kodarma'’s Sadar
Hospital. He was shifted to RIMS
Ranchi and DCRanchi gave a de-
tailed account of the patient’s in-
juries and ensured that the civil
surgeon monitored the case
closely.

Ineach of the above cases, lo-
cal residents or ruling party
workers flagged the problems on
social media, tagging newly
elected Chief Minister Hemant
Soren. Soren responded by tag-
ging the respective Deputy
Commissioners, ensuring quick
redressal of the issues.

The previous government’s
181 helpline — with which peo-
ple could register complaints and

Hemant Soren

go through a process of grievance
redressal — was opaque, said a
source close to Soren.

“The new government is tak-
ing the first step to acknowledge
that there are problems, and
making it public. The next stepis
to ensure action. A tool that was
used for propaganda is now be-
ing utilised for change and ac-

countability, and making the
public part of the process,” the
source said.

The process of revamping the
perception of governance
started in December 2017. This
was when two foreign university
graduates — who had been in
Jharkhand under the Prime
Minister’s Rural Development
Fellowship programme — met
Soren for a 20-minute conversa-
tion. The conversation went on
for three-and-a-half hours and
Soren was “impressed by their
vision”.

Subsequently, the duo set up
a team of 16 people — compris-
ing graduates from universities
such as Harvard, Sussex and
Oxford, three of them tribals.
Their job was to set up a robust
party structure, use data to prop-
agate Soren’s idea of governance
and highlight the BJP’s ‘misgov-
ernance’ on social media.

“This was done without cre-
ating a parallel system. A data-
driven system was built by
equipping party workers. They
were rigorously trained in most
of the 24 districts. Today, there
are verified social media district
handles that take up issues of
governance, including bringing
issues to the CM'’s knowledge,”
said one of the team members.

Starting their work in early
2018, the team trained JMM
workers, decided on social me-
dia content for the party, and
conducted surveys. JMM office-
bearers in districts took to social
media to counter the previous
BJP government and steer the
discourse after the party came to
power. While in the opposition,
Soren also took to Twitter and
Facebook to react to reports and
complaints.

One of the DCs who was
tagged by Soren said:

“Accountability has increased,
and the government should
think about how to institution-
alise the whole process. Also, the
accountability of stakeholders
needs to be fixed. As of now, only
those who have Twitter ac-
counts are tagged.”

Sounding a note of caution, a
government official said that
“systemic problems” cannot be
solved on social media. “Also,
knee jerk reactions may do more
harm than good. It is a wait and
watch situation,” the official said,
adding that the previous 181 sys-
tem was a robust one that kept
many deputy commissioners on
their toes.

The JMM-led alliance rode to
power in Jharkhand in the elec-
tion last month, with their poll
campaign mainly focusing on
the BJP’s ‘misgovernance’ and
Soren sticking to his ‘jal, jungle,
Zameen narrative’.

Hizbul
militant

killed in
encounter

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JANUARY 15

IN A development considered to
be a major success against mili-
tancy in the Chenab Valley region,
wanted Hizbul Mujahideen mil-
itant Haroon Abbas Wani was
killed in an encounter in the hilly
Doda district on Wednesday
morning, sources said.

The police had announced a
cash award of Rs 15 lakh on his
head barely three months ago.
Haroon, an MBA graduate, had
quit his job with a pharmaceuti-
cal company in Jammu to join
terror ranks in September 2018,
sources said. He was a close as-
sociate of Hizbul Mujahideen
commander Jahangir Saroori,
one of the longest surviving mil-
itants in the union territory.

Sources said that following a
tip off about the presence of some
militants outside Gundana village
near Doda, the area was cordoned
offleading to anencounterin the
morning. While Haroon was
killed in the encounter, other mil-
itants managed to escape. The op-
eration to trackdownabsconding
militants is reportedly in progress.

Haroon was wanted by the
police and security forces in con-
nection with the killing of senior
BJP leader Anil Parihar and RSS
functionary = Chanderkant
Sharma. He was also allegedly
involved in some incidents of
weapon snatching in Kishtwar.

Nearly three months ago,
over a dozen people were ar-
rested in Kishtwar and Doda dis-
tricts on charges of providing lo-
gistics to militants who were
planning to revive militancy in
the Chenab Valley region.
According to police, the conspir-
acy was hatched by Jahangir
Saroori with other militants.

Mobile Net
partially
restored in 5
Jammu dists

ARUN SHARMA
& ADILAKHZER
JAMMU, SRINAGAR, JANUARY 15

EVEN OVER 20 hours after the
administration of Jammu and
Kashmir (J&K) on Wednesday
restored internet connectivity to
post-paid mobile phones in five
districts of Jammu, the services
were yet to start functioning,
while in Kashmir, a group of
eight Malaysian tourists was able
to access internet for the first
time since their arrival on
January 11.

Principal Secretary, Home,
Shaleen Kabra, who had on
Tuesday issued directions re-
garding partial restoration of
services in Jammu, and broad-
band services in Jammu and
Kashmir, did not respond to
phone calls. The administra-
tion’s official spokesperson and
Principal Secretary of Planning,
Development and Monitoring
Department, Rohit Kansal, also
held a press conference an-
nouncing government’s decision
on Wednesday, but he refused to
take any questions from media
persons.

The five districts where mo-
bile data services were restored
were Jammu, Samba, Kathua,
Udhampur and Reasi.

Pointing out that the direc-
tions will remainin force for a pe-
riod of seven days with effect
from January 15, unless modified
earlier, the order said that in other
districts of the UT of Jammu and
Kashmir, this connectivity shall
remain suspended till further di-
rections, pursuant uponareview
of adverse impact, if any, of this
relaxation on the security situa-
tion, it added.

In the same order, Kabra had
directed the BSNLand private in-
ternet service providers to pro-
vide broadband facility to all the
institutions in Kashmir that deal
with essential services like hos-
pitals, banks, government of-
fices, besides hotels, tour and
travel establishments. However,
he asked the service providers to
install necessary firewalls and
carry out ‘white listing’ of sites
enabling access to only govern-
ment websites and those deal-
ing with essential services before
giving such facility.

A senior official in one of the
service providers said that they
were yet to receive any written
order from the administration,
while another also denied hav-
ing received any official instruc-
tions to partially restore internet
connectivity.



