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Man held for
jobfraud

New Delhi: Aman was ar-
rested for allegedly cheat-
ing more than 200 people
by posing as a recruiter
from an airline, said po-
lice Friday. The accused
posted an advertisement
for a cabin crew job va-
cancy for a fake airline
company on Instagram. A
woman called police
with the complaint.

30 properties
attachedin
Gurgaon

Gurgaon: Following direc-
tions from the Municipal
Corporation of Gurugram
to seal properties owner
by “big property tax de-
faulters”, the civic body
has sealed almost 30 such
structures by Friday. ENS
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AFTER PRESIDENT REJECTED MERCY PLEA OF ONE CONVICT

February 1is new date for hanging
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of 4 convicts in Dec 16 rape case

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

THE DATE to hang four convicts
in the December 16, 2012 gan-
grape and murder case has now
been fixed for February 1, aftera
Delhi court Friday issued fresh
death warrants.

The court had earlier set
January 22 as the date of execu-
tion, but convict Mukesh, through
lawyer Vrinda Grover, moved an
application to postpone the date,
arguing that death warrants were
unexecutable in light of him fil-
ing a mercy petition with the
President.

Additional Sessions Judge
Satish Kumar Arora issued fresh

Proposal to cut NCR area
to preserve farm land

ANANYATIWARI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

DUE TO a difficulty in maintain-
ing financial and administrative
efficiency overalarge areaand to
protect farmer-owned land from
rapid urbanisation, the National
Capital Region Planning Board is
(NCRPB) explored the possibility
of reducing the area of the
National Capital Region (NCR)
area at a stakeholder conference
held with the states of Rajasthan,
UP and Haryana, and the Union
Territory of Delhi Friday at Vigyan
Bhawan.

The NCR consists of 14 districts
of Haryana, eight of Uttar Pradesh,
two of Rajasthan, and the whole
of Delhi, and is spread over ap-
proximately 55,083 sq km.

A presentation in the confer-

ence showed that a large region
of Delhi was problematic due to
factors such as sparse overall de-
velopment impact, thin spread
of limited resources and diffi-
culty to sustain growth over a
large area, with options of linear
development near transport cor-
ridors getting preference.

The NCRPB presented two
recommendations — reduction
of the NCR area either to 35,483
sq km or 45,583 sq km. No area
from Delhi will be reduced as per
both the recommendations.
Both recommendations envision
a reduction of 9,327 sq km and
3,927 sq km respectively from
Haryana, and 10,947 sq km and
6,747 sq km respectively from
Rajasthan. The area from UP is
set to increase as per both op-
tions by 374 sq km and 1,174 sq
km respectively.

death warrants after additional
public prosecutor Irfan Ahmed
told the court that Mukesh's
mercy petition had been re-
jected by the President. Mukesh
filed the mercy plea earlier this
week after his curative petition
was dismissed by the apex court.

However, the convicts still
have legal remedies available to
them— even after rejection of
the mercy petition, they can ap-
proach the High Court or
Supreme Court for a judicial re-
view. Curative petitions of
Akshay Kumar Singh and Pawan
Gupta have not yet been filed be-
fore the Supreme Court. Apart
from Mukesh, others have not
filed mercy pleas with the
President either. Grover

The four convicts were
scheduled to be hanged on
January 22. Archive

Thursday argued that “even af-
terrejection of mercy plea, there
are rights that remain alive”.
During the hearing, ASJ Arora
said, “When opportunity hasbeen
given to the convicts to file their
mercy pleas, one convict chooses

to file, while the others are silent.
These are delay tactics. How far
canitbestretched, [ donot know”.
However, AP Singh, appearing for
Akshay and Pawan, claimed that
he has been asking for documents
to file mercy pleas, but the same
has not be handed over to him by
Tihar Jail authorities.

After the court hearing, the
victim's mother told The Indian
Express, “The court has now
postponed the date of their
hanging. [ was prepared for this
outcome. How long will they
run? One day they will hang.”

The case dates back to
December 16, 2012, when a 23-
year-old woman was gangraped
and assaulted inside a moving
bus in South Delhi by six per-

sons, before being thrown out on
the road. She died on December
29, 2012. One of the accused,
Ram Singh, hanged himself in
jail, while another, a juvenile,
was convicted of rape and mur-
der and given the maximum
sentence of three years’ impris-
onment in a reform facility.

On January 7, a trial court is-
sued death warrants for 7am on
January 22 for the execution of
death sentence awarded to con-
victs Mukesh (31), Pawan Gupta
(24), Vinay Sharma (25) and
Akshay Kumar Singh (33). They
were convicted and sentenced to
death in September 2013. This
was upheld by the High Court in
March 2014 and by the Supreme
Courtin May 2017.
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Fake salt, detergent unit busted

New Delhi: Police raided a manu-
facturing unit and found counter-
feit detergent and salt products
Thursday. The raid wasdoneona
complaint by representatives of
Tide, Surf Excel and Tata Salt.
Gaurav Sharma, DCP (Outer
North), said, “ We found 90 deter-

gent packets and 74 bags of salt.
Two packaging machines with
wrappers, along with small quan-
tities of locally-made saltand de-
tergent were also found.” A case
under Sections 63 and 65 of the
Copyright Act has been regis-
tered, police said. ENS



