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Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast  for  Sunday: Thunderstorm accompanied with hail and
lightning  very  likely  at  isolated  places  over  Assam,  Meghalaya
and  east  Arunachal  Pradesh;  with  lightning  at  isolated  places
over Jharkhand and Nagaland.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....29.0....12.3 Kozhikode....................—....33.9....23.7

Ahmedabad...........—....23.6....10.4 Kurnool .......................—....32.6....20.0

Aizawl...................—....19.2......8.7 Lucknow......................—....15.1....11.7

Allahabad........... 0.8....20.5....13.1 Madurai .......................—....31.0....23.9

Bengaluru .............—....29.9....18.4 Mangaluru ...................—....32.7....20.4

Bhopal ..................—........ —........ — Mumbai .......................—........ —....10.0

Bhubaneswar.........—....30.0....16.5 Mysuru ........................—....30.9....16.5

Chandigarh ...........—....16.9....10.5 New Delhi ...................—....17.7......8.4

Chennai ................—........ —........ — Patna ..........................—....20.2....16.6

Coimbatore ...........—....32.6....21.5 Port Blair.....................—....30.7....23.7

Dehradun ..............—....17.2......9.4 Puducherry ............... 4.2....28.8....22.0

Gangtok............. 4.6....12.7......6.8 Pune............................—....29.8....11.4

Goa.......................—....30.7....18.2 Raipur .........................—....29.2....18.9

Guwahati ..............—....27.3....11.8 Ranchi .........................—....26.4....12.6

Hubballi ................—....31.0....17.0 Shillong.......................—....17.7......7.1

Hyderabad ............—....29.2....19.4 Shimla.........................—......7.5......0.2

Imphal ..................—....22.4......5.3 Srinagar.......................—........ —.... -1.4

Jaipur ...................—....20.6......9.6 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....33.3....23.6

Kochi ....................—....31.6....24.4 Tiruchi.........................—....29.1....23.0

Kohima .................—....24.2......6.2 Vijayawada ..................—....30.4....22.0

Kolkata .................—....29.9....15.6 Visakhapatnam .............—....29.0....22.0

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants  in  the  air  you  are  breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at
6.00 p.m., Vapi, Gujarat
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score
of 312 indicating an
unhealthy level of
pollution. In contrast,
Maihar, Madhya Pradesh
recorded a healthy AQI
score of 29.

Ahmedabad..... 74 .28 .42 ..145 .106 ....*

Bengaluru ....... ..— .63 .81 ....62 ...97 ....*

Chennai .......... 88 .26 .68 ....74 .....— ....*

Delhi .............. 10 .43 .68 ..333 .211 ....*

Hyderabad ...... 02 .67 .46 ....95 ...93 ....*

Kolkata........... 19 115 .34 ..246 .169 ....*

Lucknow ......... ..— .26 124 ..220 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... 04 .79 .36 ..231 .140 ....*

Pune............... 96 .30 .92 ..163 .119 ....*

Visakhapatnam 11 .32 .50 ....69 ...80 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2:  Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2:  Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5  &  PM10:  Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

Actor  Shabana  Azmi  suf
fered  several  injuries  after
her car met with an accident
on  the  MumbaiPune  Ex
pressway on Saturday after
noon. 

According  to  the  Khala
pur police, the incident oc
curred around 4 p.m. when
Ms.  Azmi  was  heading  to
Khandala,  just  before  the
toll  plaza  in  Khalapur,  Rai
gad. The police said her hus
band, writer and poet Javed
Akhtar,  was  in  another  car
with three others, while Ms.
Azmi was in an SUV driven
by her chauff��eur. 

“The driver tried to over
take  a  truck  in  front  from
the  wrong  side,  using  the
lane  on  the  far  left  next  to
the shoulder, and ended up
ramming into the truck,” In
spector Vishwajeet Kaigade
of  Khalapur  police  station
said. 

Assistant Police Inspector
Subhash  Pujari  said  while
the  driver  did  not  sustain
any injuries due to the car’s

airbag, Ms. Azmi sustained
several injuries. 

“Mr. Akhtar, who was fol
lowing close behind, imme
diately stopped his car and
called for help, and Ms. Az
mi was rushed to the MGM
Hospital  in  Kamothe,”  pol
ice said.

Doctors at the MGM Hos
pital said Ms. Azmi had suf
fered whiplash injuries due
to the collision. Later in the
evening  she  was  shifted  to
the Kokilaben Ambani Hos
pital in Andheri, where she
is currently in the ICU. 

Actor Shabana Azmi
injured in road accident 
Suff��ers whiplash injuries after collision 

special correspondent

Mumbai

The actor’s mangled car
after the collision on the
Pune Expressway. 

Former MP Ashwini
Kumar Chopra dead
CHANDIGARH

Former Member of

Parliament and senior

journalist Ashwini Kumar

Chopra passed away at a

hospital in Gurugram on

Saurday. He was 63. Mr.

Chopra, who was the editor

of the Punjab Kesari, Delhi,

was ailing from a prolonged

illness and had been

admitted to a private hospital

about three weeks ago. He is

survived by his wife, three

sons and two grandsons. 

IN BRIEF

ED attaches assets worth
₹��204 crore in BPSL case
NEW DELHI 

The Enforcement Directorate

has attached properties

worth ₹��204.31 crore in

connection with a money

laundering probe against

Bhushan Power & Steel

Limited (BPSL) and others.

The total value of attachment

in the case now stands at

₹��4,229.54 crore.The court has

taken cognisance of the

charges under the Prevention

of Money Laundering Act. 

Police have started a probe after
the charred remains of a woman
were  found  in  a  village  in  Uttar
Pradesh’s Bijnor district.

The body was found tied to an
upturned cot in a mango orchard.
Reports  said  empty  cartridges
were  found  next  to  the  body,
which was found near a tubewell
on the outskirts of Gajraula Shiv
village in Kotwali area of Bijnor.

Vishwajeet Srivastava, SP (Ru
ral), Bijnor, said as the body was

charred  beyond  recognition,  a
computer sketch of the face had
been released to identify the de
ceased, who seemed to be in her
early 20s. 

“We  are  waiting  for  the  post
mortem report to understand the
cause of death,” he said.

“The orchard belongs to Vish
ambhar Singh of Noida and was
looked after by a watchman. He
informed the police and has been
detained for questioning,” said a
policeman. 

“One leg had bruises that sug

gested physical assault,” he said. 

Another body found
In  an  unrelated  incident,  nude
body  of  a  young  woman  was
found in a forest near a village in
Bahraich. 

Prima facie it  appeared  she
was sexually assaulted. The body
has been sent for postmortem. 

SP  (Rural)  Bahraich  Ravindra
Singh  said  the  face  had  burn
marks.  Photographs  of  the  spot
suggest  acid  may  have  been
thrown on her face. 

Police begin probe after charred
remains of woman found in U.P. 
Empty cartridges were also found next to the body, say reports

special correspondent 

LUCKNOW/ GHAZIABAD

CBI conducts searches 
in BSF recruitment scam 
NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of

Investigation on Saturday

conducted searches on the

premises of persons allegedly

involved in irregularities in

the tests conducted for

recruitment of constables in

the Border Security Force

(BSF). “The searches were

carried out in Delhi,

Ghaziabad and Gurugram,”

said a CBI official. Among

those named as accused in

the FIR are Ravi Kumar and CS

Datamation Research Services

Private Limited. 

The Central Drugs Standard
Control  Organization
(CDSCO),  in  its  latest  list of
drugs/medical  devices  and
cosmetics  declared  not  of
standard  quality/spurious/
adulterated/misbranded (for
December,  2019),  has
fl��agged 49 samples,  includ
ing eye drops, painkillers, vi
tamin and even antibiotics,
as “not of standard quality”.

Of the 1,336 samples test
ed,  1,286  were  declared  of
standard quality, 49 “not of
standard  quality’’  and  one
spurious.  Of  the  drugs  that
“failed”, samples were test
ed in labs in Kolkata, Chen
nai,  Chandigarh,  Guwahati
and  Mumbai.  The  samples
were  drawn  by  CDSCO  in
Chennai, Ghazaibad, Kolka
ta,  Himachal  Pradesh,  Aru
nachal Pradesh and Assam.

The  drugs  “failed”  the
quality  test  because  of  the
presence  of  foreign  matter,
description, particulate mat

ter, extractable volume & as
say, sterility, disintegration,
dissolution  and  others
parameters.

“Drugs  manufactured  by
the  licensed  manufacturers
are  found  not  of  standard
quality  because  of  defects
arising  out  of  minor  varia
tions in quality. Such defects
may arise because of inadeq
uate  preformulation  deve
lopment studies,  lack of  in
process  controls  exercised

by the manufacturer or un
suitable  conditions  under
which  drugs  are  stored  or
transported,” noted a senior
health offi��cial.

According  to  CDSCO,
drugs  can  be  found  not  of
standard quality if broken or
chipped,  have  presence  of
spot/discolouration/uneven
coating,  cracking  of  emul
sions,  clear  liquid  prepara
tions  showing  sedimenta
tion, change in colour of the
formulation, small variation
in  net  content,  weight  and
formulations  failing  to  res
pond to the colour test. 

The  CDSCO  has  noted
that  spurious  or  imitation
drug  products  are  formula
tions manufactured conceal
ing  the  true  identity  of  the
product and made to resem
ble another drug, especially
any  popular  brand,  to  de
ceive the buyer and cash in
on the popularity of the ori
ginal.  The  product  may  or
may  not  contain  the  active
ingredients. 

Regulator fl��ags 49 drug samples
as ‘not of standard quality’ 
Of the 1,336 samples tested, 1,286 met the needed standards

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Samples were drawn in
Chennai, Ghazaibad, Kolkata,
H.P., Arunachal and Assam. 

The  Shri  Saibaba  Sansthan
Trust  has  said  the  temple
dedicated  to  19thcentury
saint Sai Baba in Shirdi, Mah
arashtra,  will  remain  open
despite  a  call  for  an  indefi��
nite bandh  from  January  19
by a section of local citizens. 

The temple town is in the
news  following  objections
raised  by  the  local  citizens
against a reported statement
by Maharashtra Chief Minis
ter  Uddhav  Thackeray  that
Pathri  village  in  Parbhani
was  Sai  Baba’s  actual  birth
place. 

Open for darshan
“On  behalf  of  the  trust,  I
would  like  to  inform  devo
tees that despite the call for
bandh  from  local  citizens,
the  temple will be open for
darshan. Even accommoda
tion and other facilities will

remain open,” said chairman
of  the  Saibaba  Sansthan
Trust Shirdi, Suresh Haware. 

Deepak Muglikar, chief ex
ecutive  offi��cer  of  the  trust,
said  the  daily  aarti and  ri
tuals  would  continue  even
on  January  19.  “Thereafter
the  facilities extended  from

the Sansthan, including Pra
sadalaya,  Bhakt  Niwas  and
hospital would function reg
ularly.” 

Earlier  this  week,  the
Chief Minister announced a
₹��100 crore grant for the de
velopment  of  Pathri  to  at
tract pilgrims and tourists. 

The BJP has hit back at the
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) go
vernment  saying  the  Chief
Minister should immediately
withdraw  the  statement
made that is not historically
substantiated. 

Former  Minister  and  se
nior BJP leader Radhakrish

na VikhePatil said the claims
over  Sai  Baba’s  birthplace
had been made in the past as
well. But why was the state
ment being made now with
the  intention of hurting the
sentiments of lakhs of devo
tees, he asked.

‘False claims’
Mr.  VikhePatil’s  son  Sujay,
BJP MP, said he would go to
court  to  prove  the  claims
were false. “By raking up the
issue of Sai Baba’s birthplace
again and again the feelings
of  lakhs  of  people  of  Shirdi
and devotees the world over
are  being  hurt.  Earlier,  a
former  President  too  had
made  a  similar  statement.
There is no document availa
ble  about  Sai  Baba’s  birth
place. Sai Baba himself never
shared  any  information
about his birthplace or reli
gion during his stay in Shir
di,” he said.

Row breaks out over Sai Baba’s birthplace 
As locals give call for an indefi��nite bandh, authorities have said that the temple will remain open

Special correspondent 

Mumbai 

The town is in the news following objections raised by locals against a reported statement by
Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray that Pathri village was Sai Baba’s actual birthplace. * PTI 

Two  persons  were  trampled  to
death by an elephant in Odisha’s
Khordha district on Friday night,
taking the total human casualties
in  manelephant  confl��ict  to  96.
The fi��gure is at an alltime high in
a single  year  (April    March)  in
the State.

The incident took place in Kal
arajhara village and the victims
were  Bansidhar  Chhualsingh
and  Sanatan  Pradhan.  Another
person who sustained serious in
juries  was  admitted  in  AIIMS,
Bhubaneswar.

Multiple encounters
According to the Wildlife Society
of Orissa, a nongovernment or
ganisation,  as  many  as  96  per
sons  have  been  killed  in  more

than  160  encounters  with  ele
phants  since  April  2019.  Last
year,  a  total  of  92  persons  had
lost  their  lives  in manelephant
confl��icts.  This  year,  more  than
90 persons were injured.

In the last six years, 509 villag
ers have been killed in over 760
encounters  with  elephants.
“With  another  two  months  left

in the year, the human casualty
is most likely to cross 100. Corri
dors and habitats have been dis
rupted  by  quarries,  mines  and
crushers. 

Powerful  mining  and  stone
quarry mafi��a infl��uence the admi
nistration in the State,” said Bis
wajit  Mohanty,  secretary  of
WSO. 

96 persons killed in such encounters since April 2019, says NGO 

Staff Reporter

Bhubaneswar

Man versus wild: Last year, a total of 92 persons had lost their lives in
manelephant confl��icts.  * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Two men trampled to death 
by elephant in Odisha village 

Chickenpox advisory in
Alappuzha 
ALAPPUZHA

The Health Department has

issued an advisory following a

spurt in chickenpox cases in

the district. On Saturday, 10

cases were reported from

different parts of the district.

Officials said that on an

average 8 to 13 cases were

being reported daily since the

turn of the year. The highest

number of cases have been

reported from Cherthala,

Pallipuram and Kuttanad. 


