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NATION

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Monday: Dense to very dense fog very likely in some
pockets over Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi and Bihar;
dense fog in isolated pockets over Uttar Pradesh, sub-Himalayan
West Bengal, Sikkim and Odisha.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....29.2....13.3 Kozhikode....................—....34.0....23.7

Ahmedabad...........—....25.2....12.1 Kurnool .......................—....32.6....21.7

Aizawl...................—....20.4......9.7 Lucknow......................—....15.1....12.0

Allahabad..............—....21.1....11.2 Madurai .......................—....31.0....22.6

Bengaluru .............—....29.9....18.4 Mangaluru ...................—....32.7....20.4

Bhopal ..................—........ —........ — Mumbai .......................—....29.0....17.6

Bhubaneswar.........—....30.2....15.5 Mysuru ........................—....30.9....16.5

Chandigarh ...........—....18.8......6.6 New Delhi ...................—....16.7......7.0

Chennai ................—....30.6....24.4 Patna ..........................—....20.2....14.0

Coimbatore ........ 0.2....30.5....21.9 Port Blair.....................—....30.7....24.6

Dehradun ........... 0.7....19.7......5.5 Puducherry ..................—....28.8....23.8

Gangtok................—....12.7......6.3 Pune............................—....29.8....13.9

Goa.......................—....30.7....21.0 Raipur .........................—....29.2....18.6

Guwahati ..............—....27.3....13.4 Ranchi ...................... 0.6....26.4....13.2

Hubballi ................—....29.0....19.0 Shillong.......................—....17.7......7.9

Hyderabad ............—....29.2....19.7 Shimla.........................—....11.6.... -0.6

Imphal ..................—....22.4......4.5 Srinagar.......................—........ —.... -1.4

Jaipur ...................—....20.6....10.6 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....33.3....25.3

Kochi ....................—....32.4....24.4 Tiruchi.................... 15.2....29.1....23.4

Kohima .................—....24.2......5.6 Vijayawada ..................—....30.4....22.4

Kolkata .................—....29.9....15.7 Visakhapatnam .............—....29.0....21.4

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 6.00
p.m., Greater Noida, Uttar
Pradesh recorded an overall
air quality index (AQI) score
of 335 indicating a
dangerous level of pollution.
In contrast, Ramanagara,
Karnataka recorded a
healthy AQI score of 27.

Ahmedabad..... 65 .31 35 ....67 ...83 ....*

Bengaluru ....... 12 .53 96 ..... — ...71 ....*

Chennai .......... 93 .49 54 ..131 .....— ....*

Delhi .............. 09 154 73 ..357 .236 ....*

Hyderabad ...... 02 .63 30 ..104 ...94 ....*

Kolkata........... 33 108 29 ..302 .286 ....*

Lucknow ......... 07 .37 88 ..201 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... 15 122 40 ..192 .253 ....*

Pune............... 87 .34 87 ..202 .149 ....*

Visakhapatnam 10 .35 44 ....81 ...92 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

PM to interact with
students on Monday
NEW DELHI 

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi will interact with

students, teachers and

parents on Monday and share

valuable tips with them to

ensure that they take the

upcoming board and

entrance exams in a relaxed

manner. The third edition of

‘Pariksha Pe Charcha’ is being

organised at Talkatora Indoor

Stadium in Delhi. PTI

IN BRIEF

Shabana Azmi ‘stable’,
FIR lodged against driver
MUMBAI

An FIR has been registered

against actor Shabana Azmi’s

driver for rash driving, after

her car met with an accident

on the Mumbai-Pune

Expressway in Maharashtra on

Saturday, police said. Ms.

Azmi, who was injured in the

accident, is undergoing

treatment at Kokilaben

Ambani Hospital in Andheri

and is “stable”, the hospital

said. 

Mumbai will get a mounted
police  unit  for  traffi��c  and
crowd control after 88 years,
said Maharashtra Home Mi­
nister  Anil  Deshmukh.  The
unit will be taking part in this
year’s  Republic  Day  parade
at Shivaji Park and if needed,
similar units will be brought
in for Pune and Nagpur. 

The mounted unit was dis­
banded in 1932 due to grow­
ing vehicular traffi��c. “Today,
Mumbai  police  has  modern
jeeps  and  motorcycles.  Ho­
wever, it was felt a mounted
police  unit  would  be  useful
for crime patrol in crowded
areas,” said  the State Home
Minister, while addressing a
press conference. 

Mr. Deshmukh said that it

can be used  for crowd con­
trol  during  festivals  and
marches, at beaches and the
rider can keep watch from a
good  height.  “A  policeman
on horseback is equal to 30
personnel  on  the  ground.

The  average  speed  of  a  pa­
trolling  rider  will  be  more
than 7 to 10 km than the one
on feet,” he said.

The  government  at  pre­
sent has approved 30 horses,
a sub­inspector,  one  assis­

tant PSI,  four havildars and
32  constables  for  the  unit,
which  will  be  successively
set up in next six months. A
total of 61 trainers from race­
course, riding clubs and the
Army’s  horse  unit  will  be

training  the  Mumbai  police
for this. “A stable will be built
on  a  2.5  acre  plot  at  Marol
area  of  Andheri.  A  riding
school,  swimming  pool  for
horses,  sand  bath,  raider
room,  trainer  room,  feed
stock  room  will  be  set  up
there,”  said  Mumbai  Police
Commissioner Sanjay Barve. 

The  offi��cers  part  of  this
unit  will  also  be  trained  in
show­jumping,  tent­pegging
and polo. 

Apart from walkie­talkies,
riders  would  also  be  sup­
plied  with  body­mounted
cameras for video recording. 

The Mumbai police head­
quarter will also be hoisting
a regimental fl��ag which was
given to it in 1954 by the then
Chief  Minister  of  Bombay
state Morarji Desai. 

Mumbai to get back mounted police
The unit was disbanded in 1932 due to growing vehicular traffi��c; it will be set up in six months 

Staff Reporter

Mumbai

Trusty steed: Police personnel on duty in Chennai. Mounted police are used for crowd control
during festivals and marches. * ROMANI AGARWAL

The  benefi��ts  of  the  provi­
dent fund should be extend­
ed  to  contractual  em­
ployees, the Supreme Court
has  held  in  a  recent
judgment.

A Bench  of  Justices  U.U.
Lalit and Indu Malhotra has
held  that  employees  who
draw  wages  or  salaries  di­
rectly  or  indirectly  from  a
company are entitled to pro­
vident  fund  benefi��ts  under
the  Employees  Provident
Fund (EPF) Act.

The  judgment  came  on
the  basis  of  a  petition  fi��led
by M/s Pawan Hans Limited,

a government  company
which  provides  helicopter
support  services  to  the  oil
sector for its off��shore explo­
ration  operations,  services
in  remote  and  hilly  areas,
and charter services for the
promotion of tourism.

Company versus union
The  company  had  fi��led  the
petition  against  its  em­
ployees’ union, the Aviation
Karmachari  Sanghatana,
which sought uniformity  in
service  conditions  among
employees.

Of  a  total  workforce  of
840 employees, the compa­
ny  had  engaged  570  em­

ployees  on  regular  basis,
while  270  employees  were
engaged  on  “contractual”
basis.

The company implement­
ed the PF Trust Regulations
only with respect to the reg­
ular  employees,  even
though the term “employee”
had been defi��ned to include
“any person” employed “di­
rectly  or  indirectly”  under
the PF Trust Regulations.

The  contractual  em­
ployees  have  been  seeking
parity with  the regular em­
ployees,  who  are  covered
under the Pawan Hans Em­
ployees  Provident  Fund
Trust Regulations.

PF benefi��ts should extend to
contractual employees: SC 
Judgment came on a petition fi��led by a govt. company 

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Odisha  Forest  Department
offi��cials, wildlife experts and
researchers on Sunday sight­
ed 146 endangered Irrawad­
dy dolphins in Chilika Lake,
which boasts of the highest
single  lagoon population of
the  aquatic  mammal  in  the
world.

The  dolphin  census  was
simultaneously  taken  up  in
Chilika and off�� Odisha coast.
The  Chilika  Development
Authority (CDA) is elated as
the direct sighting of 146 dol­
phins meant that its popula­
tion in the lake would stabil­
ise  well  above  150.
According to last year’s cen­
sus,  the  Irrawaddy  dolphin
population  in  Chilika  was
151.

‘Direct sighting’
“The  direct  sighting  of  146
dolphins  only  corroborates
the  estimate  of  the  CDA,
which does counting of dol­

phins  round  the year using
hydrophones.  Our  estimat­
ed  population  range  is  133­
172,”  said  Susanta  Nanda,
Chief Executive Offi��cer, CDA.

His  confi��dence  stemmed
from  the  fact  that  dolphins
were  colonising  new  areas,
which had been freed from
encroachments  by  prawn
farming gherries.

“We have noticed dolphin
movements in new areas in
the  central  and  southern
sectors, more specifi��cally in
the  areas  near  Kalijai  and
Rambha.  These  areas  were

made  free  from  encroach­
ments,” said Mr. Nanda. He
expressed  hopes  that  that
the population is likely to in­
crease in the next couple of
years  as  there  are  enough
signs  of  dolphins  migrating
from the Satpada side to oth­
er areas.

According to hydrophone
monitoring  carried  out
round  the  year  in  Chilika,
the highest number of  Irra­
waddy dolphins (20­25) was
moving around Rajhans, fol­
lowed  by  the  Magarmukh
and Malatikuda areas. 

146 endangered Irrawaddy
dolphins sighted in Chilika
The lake is home to their highest single lagoon population

Satyasundar Barik

BHUBANESWAR

At home: According to last year’s census, the Irrawaddy
dolphin population in Chilika was 151. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

A senior Air India pilot who
was  suspended  in  May  last
year after being accused of
sexual harassment by a wo­
man  colleague  and  was
found guilty by an  internal
committee of the airline has
been reinstated recently, se­
nior offi��cials said.

The  committee  had  im­
posed a “major penalty” on
Captain Sachin Gupta, who
has now appealed to a high­
er authority against the pun­
ishment, they said.

According  P.S.  Negi,  Re­
gional  Director  (Northern
Region), Air India, “The In­
ternal Complaints Commit­
tee  [ICC]  of  Air  India  con­

ducted  the  inquiry
proceedings and found Cap­
tain Sachin Gupta guilty of
the charges of misconduct.” 

The  immediate  compe­
tent  disciplinary  authority
had  imposed  a  “major  pe­
nalty” as per the company’s
service regulation that is ap­
plicable  to  Captain  Sachin
Gupta, he said. “Captain Sa­
chin  Gupta  has  now  ap­
pealed  to  the  next  higher
authority/CMD  [Chairman
and  Managing  Director]
against  the  punishment
awarded,” he added.

Another senior Air  India
offi��cial, on the condition of
anonymity, said that he had
been  “reinstated  as  an
instructor”.

AI reinstates pilot found
guilty of harassment 
Airline said it had imposed a penalty

Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Actor  Deepika  Padukone
found herself at the centre of
a social  media  storm  after
she was slammed for a Tik­
Tok  video,  where  she  chal­
lenges  an  infl��uencer  to  re­
create  her  acid  attack
survivor “look” from her lat­
est fi��lm Chhapaak.

The  TikTok  challenge
thrown  by  the  34­year­old
actor  was  called  “insensi­
tive”, “crass” and the “worst
kind of a promotion”. 

In a 39­second video that
went  viral  on  social  media
on  Saturday,  Ms.  Padukone
is  seen  asking  make­up  ar­

tiste  Faby  to  recreate  her
“three favourite looks” from
her fi��lms. Faby recreated the
actor’s looks from her 2007
debut  Om Shanti Om and
2015’s Piku. However, her at­
tempt  at  recreating  the  ac­

tor’s “look” from Chhapaak,
in which Ms. Padukone plays
Malti,  an  acid  attack  survi­
vor, was criticised on social
media.

Trivialising trauma
Many called out the actor for
trivialising the trauma of an
acid attack survivor by cate­
gorising  the part  as a mere
“look” and even questioned
her intention behind taking
up the part.

Directed by Meghna Gul­
zar, the fi��lm is based on the
life  of  acid  attack  survivor
and activist Laxmi Agarwal.
It  was  released  on  January
10.

Actor Deepika Padukone
draws social media ire 
Slammed for asking infl��uencer to recreate Chhapaak ‘look’

Press Trust of India

Mumbai

A still from the movie
Chhapaak. 

Govt. for limiting duty-
free alcohol purchase 
NEW DELHI

The Commerce Ministry has

recommended restricting the

purchase of tax-free alcohol

to one bottle at duty-free

shops to reduce the import of

non-essential goods, sources

said. The Ministry has also

recommended a prohibition

of the purchase of cigarette

cartons at duty-free shops. PTI

A 40­year­old  woman,  who
allegedly  went  trekking
along with her husband and
friends into a reserve forest
area  near  Periyanaickenpa­
layam  in  Coimbatore  with­
out  the  permission  of  the
Forest  Department,  was
trampled to death by a wild
elephant  on  Sunday
morning.

While P. Bhuwaneshwari,
a resident of Ganapathy Ma­
nagar  in  Coimbatore,  was
killed,  the  others  managed
to escape.

A Forest Department offi��­
cial said the group went into
a forest  area  which  comes
under  the  Tholampalayam
east  beat  of  Periyanaicken­
palayam forest range. 

They reportedly planned
to  trek  from  Palamalai
downhill  to  a  tribal  settle­
ment at Manguzhi. 

They  parked  their  vehi­
cles on a roadside at Palama­
lai and trekked to the Ranga­
nathar temple, a hill shrine,
through the forest, avoiding
the  designated  road  route.

They  then  descended  the
hill and walked towards the
Manguzhi tribal settlement.

Around  7.30  a.m.,  they
encountered a tusker, which
trampled  the  woman.  The
group  had  trekked  nearly
fi��ve  km  before  they  came
face  to  face  with  the  ele­
phant, the offi��cial added.

According to District For­
est  Offi��cer  D.  Venkatesh,
“The  group  ventured  into
the  forest  illegally  ignoring
the risks involved in such ac­
tivities. We conduct regular
patrol  to  prevent  people
from  halting  vehicles,  get­
ting outside or taking photo­
graphs  in  forest  areas  of
main roads like the Coimba­
tore–Anaikatti road and the
Coimbatore­Udhagamanda­
lam road,” he said.

Trekker trampled to death
by elephant in Tamil Nadu
Victim’s husband and friends escape unhurt from the forest

Wilson Thomas

COIMBATORE

P. Bhuwaneshwari

Twelve payloads consisting
of  satellites  were  launched
using a helium­fi��lled balloon
by  school  students  during
the  National  Space  Chal­
lenge­2020  (NNSC),  organ­
ised by the National Design
and  Research  Forum
(NDRF) from the launchpad
at  the  Vellore  Institute  of
Technology,  here  on  Sun­
day. The balloon is expected
to  reach  an  altitude  of  20
kilometres.

To  commemorate  the
Golden Jubilee of NDRF and
the centenary year of Insti­
tution of Engineers (India),
a national  payload  design
contest  for school students
was  announced  on  August
30,  2019.  The  contest  was
open to students from class­
es 8 to 12. Student teams of a

maximum  of  5  members
each  were  encouraged  to
propose innovative payload
ideas  with  the  condition
that it should not exceed 3.8
cubic  cm  in  size  and  50
grams in weight.

Across India
Teams  from  about  250
schools across India partici­
pated in the initial round of
the  contest  and  the  NDRF
selected  12  teams  from  Ta­
mil Nadu, Karnataka, Maha­
rashtra,  Bihar,  Jharkhand,
Andhra Pradesh and Goa for
the launch on Sunday. 

NDRF  Chairman  and
Vice­President of Tamil Na­
du State Council for Science
and Technology, Mylswami
Annadurai said, “We have to
inculcate higher level of in­
terest about space technolo­
gy among school students.”

Students launch satellites
using helium balloon 
Around 250 teams participate in event

Staff Reporter

VELLORE

12 idols stolen from 
Jain temple in Thanjavur
THANJAVUR

Twelve idols, including

Panchaloha ones, were found

stolen from the Atheeswarar

Jain temple at Karanthai in

Thanjavur district of Tamil

Nadu on Sunday. The stolen

idols are said to be worth

several lakhs of rupees. When

the priests entered the

temple, they found the rear

door broken, police said. 


