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Terry Jones

UK

‘Monty Python’
star Terry Jones
diesaged 77

London: Terry Jones, one of
the British Monty Python
comedy team, has died at
the age of 77, the BBC said
on Wednesday. Born in
Wales, Jones was also a
film director and historian.
He had long suffered from
a rare form of dementia,
FTD. Jones was one of the
creators of Monty Python’s
Flying Circus, the British TV
show that rewrote the
rules of comedy with sur-
real sketches, characters
and catchphrases, in 1969.
He co-directed its first
film Monty Python and the
Holy Grail with fellow
Python Terry Gilliam, and
directed the subsequent
films Life of Brian and The
Meaning of Life.

AFGHANISTAN
US airstrike
killed 10

civiliansin Herat

Kabul: A drone attack car-
ried out by US forces ear-
lier this month in western
Afghanistan that appar-
ently targeted a splinter
Taliban group also killed at
least 10 civilians, including
three women and three
children, an Afghan rights
official and a councilmem-
ber said on Wednesday.
According to the Afghan
official, who is on the
country's Human Rights
Commission, the strike
took place in western
Herat province, in the dis-
trict of Shindanad. Five
other civilians, including
two children, were
wounded, he said, speak-
ing on condition of
anonymity.

IRAN

Gunmenkill local
commander of
security forces

Tehran: Masked gunmen
onWednesday ambushed
and killed the local com-
mander of a paramilitary
security force in south-
western Iran, an associate
of Iran's top general re-
cently killed in an
American drone strike in
Baghdad, the official IRNA
news agency reported.
The slain commander,
Abdolhossein Mojaddami,
headed the Basij forces, a
paramilitary wing of the
Revolutionary Guard used
for internal security and
other tasks, in the town of
Darkhoein. He was
gunned down in front of
his home in the town in
the country's oil rich
Khuzestan province.

NEPAL
Afteravalanche:
Searchfor
missing resumes

Kathmandu: Rescuers
took advantage of im-
proved weather on
Mount Annapurna to
press ahead with a search
for four South Korean
climbers and three
Nepali guides and have a
possible location for
them, officials said
Wednesday. Nine soldiers
and seven civilianrescuers
were digging through ice
and snow on the
Annapurna trekking trail
and had made progress in
determining their possi-
ble whereabouts, said
army spokesman Bigyan
Dev Pandey.

U.S. SENATE PROCEEDINGS

Impeachment: After scrap over

rules, formal arguments to start

THENEW YORKTIMES
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 22

ADIVIDED Senate began the im-
peachment trial of President
Trump on Tuesday in utter acri-
mony, as Republicans blocked
Democrats’ efforts to subpoena
witnesses and documents re-
lated to Ukraine and moderate
Republicans forced last-minute
changes to rules that had been
tailored to the president’s wishes.

In a series of party-line votes
punctuating 12 hours of debate,
Senate Republicans turned back
every attempt by Democrats to
subpoena documents from the
White House, State Department
and other agencies, as well as
testimony from White House of-
ficials that could shed light on
the core charges against Trump.

The debate between the
House impeachment managers
and the president’s legal team
stretched into the early hours of
Wednesday morning ina Senate
chamber transformed for the oc-
casion, with Chief Justice John G
Roberts Jr presiding from the
marble rostrum and senators
sworn to silence looking on from
desks piled with briefing books.

Tensions grew so raw after

During the impeachment trial proceedings in the Senate. AP

midnight that Chief Justice
Roberts cutin just before 1amto
admonish the managers and the
president’s lawyers to “remem-
ber where they are” and return
to “civil discourse.” “They are ad-
dressing the world’s greatest de-
liberative body,” he said.

Meanwhile, the White House
on Wednesday passed up a
chance to force a vote to dismiss
the impeachment charges.

The president’s defense
lawyers and House Democratic
impeachment managers had
until 9 am to offer motions re-
lated to the trial, except for ones

Trump wants to see
‘significant’ drop in
Taliban violence

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DAVOS, JANUARY 22

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
told Afghan counterpart Ashraf
Ghani on Wednesday said he
wants to see a "significant” drop
in violence by Taliban guerrillas
before "meaningful” negotia-

tions can happen.
At the meeting of the two
presidents in Davos,

Switzerland, "President Trump
reiterated the need for a signifi-
cant and lasting reduction in vi-
olence by the Taliban that would
facilitate meaningful negotia-
tions on Afghanistan's future”,
the White House said.

Washington has for weeks
been calling for the violence to
be reined in, posing it as a condi-
tion for resuming formal nego-
tiations on an agreement that
would see US troops begin to
leave Afghanistan in return for
security guarantees, after a near
two-decade fight.

Insurgent sources told AFP
last week they had offered to ini-
tiate a brief ceasefire of seven to
18 days, but there was no an-
nouncement of the proposal by

FIGHT AGAINST
TERROR IN RIGHT
DIRECTION: GHANI

AFGHAN PRESIDENT
Mohammad Ashraf
Ghani said the fight
against terror is going in
the right direction and
it's time to develop the
country's ‘richness’

AT WEF, Ghani said, ‘It's
been five years and
despite all the gloom
and doom predictions
that we will collapse, we
are still there. We have
taken over areas after
areas from Taliban’

ON TALKS with the

Taliban being an option,
Ghani said negotiation is
ameans and that people
desire an end to violence

either party.

The Taliban are aiming to
reach a withdrawal agreement
with the US by the end of January.

US President Donald Trump in Davos on Wednesday. AP

that would call for witnesses and
new evidence. Neither side did
s0, aides in both parties said.

The White House’s silence
was more significant. Though
Republican leaders have been
discouraging the president’s
team from seeking a swift dis-
missal, Trump had endorsed the
idea and his conservative allies
said the Senate ought to vote
promptly to do so. A dismissal
vote this week would almost
certainly have failed to attract a
majority of senators, dividing
Republicans and dealing Trump
an early symbolic defeat.

Clear party
lines, some
limits

THE REPUBLICANS have
largely voted along party
lines so far, dismissing
over 10amendments sug-
gested by Democrats. One
proposal received support
from a single Republican,
but still failed. However, a
section of moderate
Republicans had pres-
sured McConnell to make
last-minute changes to his
proposed rules for the
trial. His revised resolution
provided three days for
opening arguments in-
stead of two, and allowed
House records to be en-
tered as evidence auto-
matically, instead of going
through a separate vote.
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“The past decade was the hottest on record.
Scientists tell us that ocean temperatures are
now rising at the equivalent of five Hiroshima
bombs a second... Our planet is burning”

— ANTONIO GUTERRES,

United Nations Secretary General

TAIWAN ASKS BEIJING TO SHARE ‘CORRECT’ INFORMATION

China virus outbreak: 17
dead, 540 cases flagged

REUTERS
BEIJING/TAIPEI, JANUARY 22

DEATHS FROM China’s new
virus rose to 17 on Wednesday
with more than 540 cases con-
firmed, increasing fears of con-
tagion from an infection sus-
pected to originate from
illegally-traded wildlife.

The previously unknown,
flu-like coronavirus strain is be-
lieved to have emerged from an
animal market in central Wuhan
city, with cases now detected as
far away as the United States.

Contrasting with its secrecy
over the 2002-03 Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) that
killed nearly 800 people, China’s
communist government has this
time given regular updates to try
toavoid panicas millions travel for
the Lunar New Year.

“Therise in the mobility of the
public has objectively increased
the risk of the epidemic spread-
ing,” National Health Commission
vice-minister Li Bin said.

The World Health
Organisation(WHO)was meeting
toruleif the outbreak was a global
health emergency. The virus has
spread from Wuhan to population
centres including Beijing,
Shanghai, Macau and Hong Kong.
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capital, rose from nine to 17 by
midday on Wednesday, state tel-
evision quoted the provincial
government as saying.

Official newspaper China
Daily said 544 cases had now
been confirmed in the country.
Abroad, Thailand has confirmed
four cases, while the United
States, Taiwan, South Korea and
Japan have each reported one.

Meanwhile, Taiwan

75 YEARS AFTER HOLOCAUST, ISRAEL REMEMBERS

M Jerusalem is overflowing
with Western presidents,
premiers and potentates,

all descending torecall the
Holocaust and speak out
against anti-Semitism some
75 years after the liberation
of Auschwitz

M The kings of Spain, Belgium
and the Netherlands, Britain’s
Prince Charles and the
presidents of Russia, France,
Germany, Italy and Ukraine
are among those leading
nearly 50 delegations

B The turnout points to the
seriousness with which anti-
Semitic rhetoric is viewed in
the West and in Israel —and
offers representatives of
countries considered hotbeds
of anti-Jewish hatred a chance
atleast to demonstrate their
revulsion for it. NYT

German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier (third from right) meets people, including Holocaust survivors, in Jerusalem. Reuters

Indian-origin man charged over street
fight killings of 3 compatriots in UK

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, JANUARY 22

A 29-YEAR-OLD Indian-origin
man has been charged by
Scotland Yard in connection
with the killing of three compa-
triots originally from Punjab in
a street fight in east London
over the weekend.

Gurjeet Singh was charged
on Tuesday evening with pos-
sessing an offensive weaponina
public place to appear before
Redbridge Magistrates’ Court in
London on Wednesday.

He remains under investiga-
tion in connection with the mur-
ders, while a second man aged

We now believe all

those involved were
known to each other and
from the Sikh and Hindu
community... At this early
stage, | do not believe
this was gangor
race-related.”

—LEADINVESTIGATOR

39 remains in police custody.
“Enquiries around motive for
this incident continue, however
we do not believe it to be gang re-
lated. Officers at this stage are not
seeking to make any further ar-
rests formurder,” the Metropolitan

Police said in its update.

The three murdered men,
originally from Punjab, are yet to
be formally identified by police
but have been locally named as
builders Narinder a.k.a. Nik
Singh, Harinder a.k.a. Honey
Kumar, and Baljit Singh.

Earlier, the Met Police had
said that their investigation re-
vealed that the attack was the re-
sult of an “ongoing dispute” in-
volving men from the local Sikh
and Hindu communities who
were known to each other.

An altercation at a wedding
reception a day before is be-
lieved to be linked to the fatal in-
cident on Sunday night when
three men, aged in their late 20s

‘I WiILL CONTINUE TO FIGHT UNTIL THE DAY I CAN REMAIN TO SERVE IN THE ARMY’

S Korea military discharges first transgender

SANGMICHA &
HYONHEE SHIN
SEOUL, JANUARY 22

SOUTH KOREA’S first transgen-
der soldier said on Wednesday
she would sue the military after
it announced it would dismiss
her for undergoing gender reas-
signment surgery last year.
Byun Hui-su, who holds the
rank of staff sergeant and is sta-
tioned in Gyeonggi Province,
north of Seoul, had the operation
in Thailand last year while on
leave, and had expressed hope of
continuing to serve in the female

Byun Hui-su

corps. In her first public appear-
ance since her case was publicized
last week, Byun said she would
pursue alawsuit against the army,
all the way to the country’s high-

| thought | would

finish servingin the
army and then go through
the transition surgery
and thenreenter the
army as a female soldier.
But my depression got
too severe

est court if necessary.

“I'will continue to fight until
thedaylcanremaintoserveinthe
army,” she said. “I'll challenge the
decision until the end, to the

Supreme Court.”

The army said in a statement
that while it will make efforts to
protect soldiers’ humanrightsand
prevent discrimination, the sur-
gery left Byun unable to continue
toserve.

Byun broke down in tears as
she described the decision to un-
dergo surgery after suffering from
gender dysphoria, which medical
experts define asdistress from the
internal conflict between physical
gender and gender identity. “It
was an extremely difficult deci-
sion to let my base know of my
identity, butonceldid, Ifelt much
better,” she told reporters at a

news conference in Seoul after the
military announced its decision.

“IthoughtIwould finish serv-
ing in the army and then go
through the transition surgery
and thenreenter the army asafe-
male soldier. But my depression
got too severe.”

One army official with knowl-
edge of the deliberations told
Reuters that there should be no
reason for the military to deny
Byun if she reapplied to serve in
the female corps after completing
the legal process to formally be-
come a woman.

A human rights organisation
had filed a petition with a national

and 30s, were found with seri-
ous stab wounds by emergency
services and pronounced dead
at the scene in Seven Kings area
of Redbridge. Scotland Yard'’s
Specialist Crime Command
launched a murder investigation
and arrested two men on suspi-
cion of the murders.

“... we are still in the process
of identifying the men and
working to inform their next of
kin,” said Detective Chief
Inspector Paul Considine, whois
leading the investigation.

London Mayor Sadiq Khan
visited the scene of the stabbings
on Monday and called for more
government funding to tackle
knife crime in the city. PTI

soldier

human rights watchdog urging
the army to postpone its decision
until after Byun had completed
the court process, but the army
said that legal proceeding is irrel-
evant to its personnel decisions.

The case has triggered debate
over the treatment of transgender
troops and soldiers from the
wider LBGT community in the
country.

Byun said she still hopes to
serve in the military in the fu-
ture.“Apart frommy genderiden-
tity, want to show everyone that
I can also be one of
the great soldiers who protect this
country.” REUTERS

President Tsai Ing-wen called on
China on Wednesday to share
“correct” information about a
new coronavirus and for the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) not to exclude Taiwan
from collaboration on the out-
break for political reasons.

Tsai said she hoped for trans-
parency and that China would
“share with Taiwan correct infor-
mation about the virus”.

US hits out
at CPEC:
Projects not
transparent

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, JANUARY 22

SENIOR US diplomat Alice Wells
has renewed the criticism of the
$60 billion China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC), em-
phasising there is no trans-
parency in the projects and it will
increase Pakistan's debt burden.

Speaking at an event here on
Tuesday during her four-day
visit to Pakistan, the Principal
Deputy Assistant Secretary of
State for South and Central Asia
also said companies blacklisted
by the World Bank have got con-
tracts under the CPEC.

The CPEC is a planned net-
work of roads, railways and en-
ergy projects linking China's re-
source-rich Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region with
Pakistan's strategic Gwadar Port
on the Arabian Sea.

Wells' recent remarks were
made after Pakistan Foreign
Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi sought closer engage-
ment and a robust trade and in-
vestment relationship between
Pakistan and the US. Qureshi had
also sought help to get Pakistan
off the Financial Action Task
Force's (FATF) grey list.

Commenting on her re-
marks, the Chinese embassy
here on Wednesday rejected the
“negative propaganda” by the
US diplomat against the CPEC.

“Although you can never
wake up a person who is pre-
tending to be asleep, we have to
make our position clear and re-
ject the negative propaganda by
the US,” the embassy's
spokesperson said in a state-
ment. The embassy also rejected
her remarks that CPEC was bur-
dening Pakistan with debt. PTI

Gotabaya wants
probe into civil
war missing cases

Colombo: Gotabaya Rajapaksa
wants a probe into the disap-
pearances of over 20,000 people
in the country's brutal civil war
with Tamil Tiger rebels, his office
has said in a clarification after the
Sri Lankan President declared the
missing persons "dead" in a first-
ever admission to a UN official.

Gotabaya Rajapaksa, the for-
mer wartime defence secretary
who played a key role in ending
Sri Lanka's civil war with the
Tamil separatist rebels, had told
UN Resident Coordinator Hanaa
Singer last week that after the
necessary investigations are
completed steps would be taken
to issue death certificates to the
missing persons. PTI



