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Coronavirus
scare after
Indian nurse
in Saudi put
on watch

SHAJU PHILIP

& LIZMATHEW
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, NEW
DELHI, JANUARY 23

AN INDIAN NURSE working in
Saudi Arabia has been infected
with coronavirus and is under
treatment in the Gulf nation, ac-
cording to Union Minister of
State for External Affairs V
Muraleedharan. The Consulate
General of India in Jeddah said
the nurse was not infected by the
strain that hasled to 18 deathsin
China.

Responding to a Twitter user,
the Consulate General posted on
its official account: “Dr Tarik Al
Azraqi, Chairman, Scientific
Regional Infection Control
Committee, Aseer Region, has
confirmed that d Indian Nurse
being treated at Aseer National
Hospital is suffering from MERS-
CoV &not 2019-NCoV (Wuhan).
We request everyone to refrain
from sharing incorrect info.”
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For data credibility,
need to fix calendar
for its release: Sen

‘Suppression of data, its demonisation
is demoralising our statistical system’

AANCHAL MAGAZINE
& ANIL SASI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

PUTTING IN place a release cal-
endar for all official economic
data sets and ensuring their
timely release is key to restoring
the credibility of India’s statistics,
according to Pronab Sen, former
Chief Statistician of India. He
now heads the recently-formed
Standing Committee on
Economic Statistics.

Responding to a question by
The Indian Express if like China,
withholding of key government
data sets has dented India’s
global image on official statistics,
Sen said suppression of data and
the subsequent leaks have pro-
gressively resulted in the “de-
monising of data” and ended up
demoralising the country’s sta-
tistical system.

The NDA government has
come under fire for repeated in-
stances of data suppression
across ministries, including the
delay in the release of Periodic
Labour Force Survey for 2017-18,

Pronab Sen
heads new
panelon
economic
statistics

withholding of the Annual

Consumption Expenditure
Survey for 2017-18 and the
Mudra survey.

As of now, the government
doeshave a calender for release of
data sets such as national ac-
counts, Index of Industrial
Production and inflation. But there
are no specific timeline for release
of labour force statistics and con-
sumption expenditure surveys.
Timely release of data sets is cru-
cial for both government policy
formulation and investment de-
cisions by the industry.

As chair of the new panel, Sen
said his role ends with submis-
sion of good and timely data to
the National Statistical Office
(NSO). The National Statistical
Commission (NSC) which has
powers over and above the NSA,
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Finality key to death
sentence, can’t be
kept open-ended: SC

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

CHIEFJUSTICE of India S A Bobde
Thursday said the “finality” of
death sentence is important and
a condemned prisoner should
not think that sentencing remains
“open-ended”, and can be chal-
lenged whenever one wishes.

He was heading a three
judge-bench which was hearing
areview petition filed by two
convicts, Shabnam and her lover
Saleem, handed the death sen-
tence in Uttar Pradesh for killing
seven of her family members
who opposed their relationship.

The remarks come at a time
when convicts in the December
16, 2012 gangrape-and-murder
case have been filing petitions
one after another to delay their
execution ordered by a Delhi
court.

Appearing for Shabnam, sen-
ior advocate Meenakshi Arorare-
ferred to reports that she had re-
formed while in prison and said
this could be a mitigating circum-
stance. Stating that her client was
a first-time criminal, Arora told
the bench, also comprising
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Justices S A Nazeer and Sanjiv
Khanna, that a heinous crime is
different from the criminal.

At this, the CJI said: “If one
goes by the innocence of a hu-
man being, even the worst crim-
inal has aninnocent heart. There
isnoone whois acriminal at the
deepest level.” He said this is
why the court punishes the
crime and not the individual.

On her reformation in prison,
the CJI wondered if that was
enough after committing sucha
heinous crime. He said it was not
the judge, but the law that dealt
with a criminal.

“When a court is dealing
with a crime, a judge cannot for-
give because he is doing justice
on behalf of the victim, the soci-
ety... The most important thing
to be considered in sentencing is
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Govt has a use for stray cows: As
surrogates for a high-milk breed

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

IN AN attempt to check the ris-
ing stray cattle numbers, the
Department of Animal
Husbandry and Dairying
(DAHD) has proposed using
stray cows as surrogates to give
birth to ‘elite cows’ (with high

milk yield).
According to sources, Dr
Praveen Malik, Animal

Husbandry Commissioner,
made this recommendation at
the National Conference of
Agriculture Zaid/ Summer
Campaign 2020 held in Delhi last
week.

In his presentation,
‘Strategies for protection of sum-

mer crops from stray/ free/ open
grazing animals’, Malik recom-
mended a multi-pronged strat-
egy, which includes promoting
sex-sorted semen, back-crossing
of cross breeds with indigenous
breeds to improve fertility, and
using stray cows as surrogates.
He also suggested value ad-
dition and enhanced utilisation
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren meets relatives of the seven killed, allegedly by
Pathalgadhi self-rule supporters, in West Singhbhum. P11
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Ongoing protests will deepen our
democratic roots, says Mukherjee

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

CONSENSUS IS the “lifeblood of
democracy” and the “largely
peaceful protests” over “the last
few months”, especially by the
young, will deepen the country’s
democratic roots, former
President Pranab Mukherjee
said Thursday.

He also said that the youth’s
“assertion and belief in the
Constitution of India” is hearten-
ing. Democracy, he said, thrives
on “listening, deliberating,
discussing, arguing and even dis-

Mukherjee with CEC Sunil
Arora (left) and EC Ashok
Lavasa in Delhi. P11

sent”. Mukherjee was speaking
at the first memorial lecture in-
stituted by Election Commission
(EC) in the name of India’s first

Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Sukumar Sen.

The former President’s re-
marks come against the back-
drop of the nationwide protests
against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, where the
Constitution and the reading of
the Preamble have been a com-
mon thread. Mukherjee is often
praised by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and was
awarded the Bharat Ratna by the
NDA government last year.

“Indian democracy has been
tested time and again. The last
few months have witnessed
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RESPONDS TO EC REQUEST

Law Ministry OK

tolink Aadhaar

withvoter ID but
with safeguards

Poll panel details protection: Voter
data does not enter Aadhaar system

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

THE UNION Law Ministry re-
sponded positively to a request
from the Election Commission
seeking legal powers to resume
linking of voter cards with
Aadhaar numbers but asked the
EC to “enumerate” the safe-
guards in place to prevent “theft,
interception and hijacking” of
data, The Indian Express has
learnt.

In its response last month,
the EC sent a detailed list of safe-
guards at both the application
and infrastructure levels — and
said that the electoral roll data-
base system “does not enter” the
Aadhaar ecosystem.

Last August, in a letter ad-
dressed to the Law Secretary, the
EC had proposed amendments
to the Representation of the
People Act, 1950, and the
Aadhaar Act, 2016, for powers to
collect and use Aadhaar data for
“cleaning” voters’ list as a “back-
end exercise”.

According to the proposed

Their cases falling, Muzaffarnagar police now
invoke Juvenile Act, say protesters used kids

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

AS MORE and more cases against
protesters charged with attempt
tomurder and rioting during anti-
CAA protestsin December began
failing legal scrutiny and courts
started granting bail, police in
Muzaffarnagar invoked a strin-

gent provision of the Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act, 2015 — almost a
month afteritbooked 107 people
— and claimed that protesters
used children “forillegal activity”.

Section 83 (2) of the J] Act
was invoked against at least 33
accused named in an FIR lodged
on December 21 at the Civil Line
police station in Muzaffarnagar

Changing equations in
region help Pakistan get
relief at FATF meet

SUSHANT SINGH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

THE CHANGING geopolitical en-
vironment, including an immi-
nent ceasefire deal with the
Taliban in Afghanistan, has
earned Pakistan diplomatic sup-
port from the United States and
other western countries at a
meeting of the Asia Pacific Joint
Group of the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) in Beijing.

At the meeting Wednesday,
Pakistan defended the country’s
compliance report on combat-
ing terror-financing networks.
Diplomatic sources present at
the meeting told The Indian
Express: “It was a bit surprising
the way US, UK, France,
Germany, Australia, New
Zealand and even Japan, all of

Brokering
Taliban deal
has helped
Pak score
points

them favoured Pakistan. There is
a strong case against Pakistan, as
has been since it was put on the
grey list, but it was geopolitics at
play..seems the changing
geopolitical environment helped
Pakistan.”

Sources said Pakistan had an
important role in brokering a
ceasefire deal with the Talibanin
Afghanistan, negotiated this
week at Doha with a US official
team led by Zalmay Khalilzad, its
special envoy on Afghan recon-
ciliation. It is believed that
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End of Art 370 was also to grant rights to West Pak
refugees, but not one claimant is stepping forward

Most refugees in Jammu have managed to

obtain permanent residency, say leaders

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, JANUARY 23

FROM PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah to BJP leaders in
Jammu and Kashmir, one of the
reasons they gave to justify the
abrogation of Article 370 was to

give Partition refugees from
West Pakistan voting rights in as-
sembly and local body polls,and
entry to state government jobs
and colleges.

However, a central govern-
ment scheme launched in 2018
to provide one-time financial as-
sistance of Rs 5.5 lakh each to
5,764 such families settled in J&K
has failed to attract a single
applicant.

The reason: Officials and
refugee leaders told The Indian

Labha Ram Gandhi with
refugees in Jammu. File

Express that over a period of
time, members of almost all of
these refugee families managed
to get their names included in
voter lists for J&K elections and

procure permanent residency
certificates.

“A number of WPRs (West
Pakistan Refugees) have even
managed to get jobs in the J&K
government,” a senior official
said.

Sources said hardly any of
these refugee families now pos-
sess documents to prove that
their original native place wasin
areas of West Pakistan, or that
they were listed as Non
Permanent Residents (NPR) in
voter lists of 1971 or 1976 —akey
requirement to avail the benefit,
apart from Aadhaar and bank
details, and an affidavit signed by

ajudicial officer.

According to estimates pro-
vided by refugee leaders, the
number of WPR families settled
in J&K has swelled to nearly
20,000. They mainly reside in
the border districts of Jammu,
Samba and Kathua.

“They appear to be wary of
seeking financial assistance as it
might land them in trouble for
illegally obtaining permanent
resident certificates and govern-
ment jobs,” said a senior official.

“Therefugee leaders are say-
ing that permanent residency
has become irrelevant after the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

— that FIRwas also against 3,000
unknown accused. A person
found guilty under this charge
can end up in prison for seven
years. So far, 33 of the 107
accused have been granted bail,
14 of them after being booked
under the J] Act.

The first such bail order was
passed on January 17 by
Additional Sessions Judge Sanjay

Kumar Pachauri when he ordered
the release of accused
Mohammed Shehzad and Sahib.
Earlier, police had moved an ap-
plication before the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate, inform-
ing the court that it would invoke
theJJ Act provision.
Incidentally, while police in-
voked the additional charge
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

New
Aadhaar
@® push

EXPLAINED

THE LAW Ministry’s posi-
tive response to EC’s pro-
posal for legal powers to
link Aadhaar to voter
cards comes at a time
when citizenship, data
protection and surveil-
lance are being hotly de-
bated. Any further move
on this front may come
under scrutiny.

amendment to the
Representation of the People Act,
the Electoral Registration Officer
(ERO) may ask those seeking to
enter the voters’ list and those
already enrolled to furnish their
Aadhaar numbers.

The poll watchdog argued
that seeding of voter cards with
Aadhaar would help weed out
duplicate entries and bogus vot-
ers, and hence, serve national
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UP CM Yogi Adityanath flags off the Ganga Yatra from his
official residence in Lucknow on Thursday. Vishal Srivastav

GANGA YATRA FLAGGED OFF

Ganga cleaner now, not
a single drop of sewage
flowing into it: UP CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 23

FLAGGING OFF two raths (char-
iots) as part of the Ganga Yatra
from his official residence in
Lucknow, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Thursday claimed
that the river is now much
cleaner and not a single drop of
sewage is flowing into it. The ya-
trais aimed at sensitising people
about river pollution.

He said 14 crore litres of
sewage was discharged into the
river through Sisamau drain in
Kanpur for the past 128 years but
it has now stopped due to the
Namami Gange Project.

The river covers 2,525 kmin
five states and Uttar Pradesh ac-
counts for the longest distance
at 1,025 km, the chief minister
said, adding that the clean-up is
not only a matter of faith but also
economy. The two chariots will
reach Bijnor and Ballia before
January 27 and conclude at
Kanpur on January 31.

While the Bijnor yatra covers

TR

Muzaffarnagar, Meerut, Hapur,
Amroha, Bulandshabhr, Aligarh,
Sambhal, Badaun, Shahjahanpur,
Kasganj, Farukhabad, Kannauj,
Hardoi before culminating in
Kanpur, the Ballia one will clu-
minate in Kanpur before cover-
ing Ghazipur, Chandauli,
Varanasi, Mirzapur, Bhadohi,
Prayagraj, Pratapgarh, Rae Bareli,
Fatehpur and Unnao. The two
yatras will take road and river
routes.

He also announced that his
government has decided to un-
dertake organic farmingin 1,038
gram panchayats and 21 munic-
ipal bodies along the river in
coming years.

Namami Gange is one of the
flagship projects of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. Last
year, he had chaired the first
meeting of the National Council
for Ganga and reviewed the
progress of the project in Kanpur.

Adityanath said the Ganga
Yatra will pass through regions
along the river and that parks,
ponds and maidans will also be
built on the banks.

UTES TO NETAJI

Senior Congress leader Ghulam Nabi Azad greets PM
Narendra Modi and Speaker Om Birla at an event to pay
tribute to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose on his 123rd birth
anniversary, at Parliament on Thursday. P11

Rajasthan govt to introduce
resolution against CAA: Pilot

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAIPUR, JANUARY 23

RAJASTHAN DEPUTY Chief
Minister Sachin Pilot on
Thursday said the state govern-
ment will introduce a resolution
against the CAA in the budget
session beginning Friday.
Kerala and Punjab have al-
ready passed resolutions seek-
ing the withdrawal of the
Citizenship Amendment Act.
Pilot said the Centre should
listen to people protesting
against the Act across the coun-
try and asserted that democracy
weakens if there is no dialogue.
“We are requesting the cen-
tral government to reconsider
the Act. The Constitution has
given the right to protest but if
someone does it, they are at-
tacked and called anti-nation-
als,” Pilot, who is also the chief of

the Pradesh Congress
Committee, said on Thursday.

“The Rajasthan Assembly
will pass aresolution against the
CAA in this session,” he told re-
porters after reviewing prepara-
tions ahead of Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi's rally in Jaipur on
January 28.

Pilot said the legality of the
CAA will be decided by the
Supreme Court.

People have the right to ex-
press their disagreement in a
peaceful manner and within the
boundary of the law, he said,
adding, “We do not support
those who take law in hand”.

“There is unrest among
youthsin the country today. The
educated are unemployed and
the economy is in a poor state
and Rahul Gandhi wants to focus
onit. The message from the rally
will go across the country,” he
said.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

HOW A FAKE FLIPKART AD (ALMOST) DUPED A BUYER
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OK to link Aadhaar with voter ID

Pronab Sen

has abigger role and can question
delays in release of data.

Sen, however, flagged con-
cernsregarding the draft NSCBIill,
which had been put in public do-
main for comments, stating that
the Bill in its present version will
essentially turn NSCinto a public
sector undertaking with no pow-
ers of its own. “With this Bill,
power of NSC will be zero. Think
of what this Bill is doing. You are
converting the NSC into a PSU.
That’s what you are doing. Has a
ministry ever listened to a PSU?
The Ministry tells the PSU, not the
other way round. And, this Bill cre-
atesaPSU called the NSC,” he said.

The likelihood of data getting
suppressed continues, Sen said
adding that the onusis on the NSC
to ensure the release of the data.
“The suppression issue is not our
issue. Our issue is if you guys
come to me and say is the data
available? And the answer is yes,
itis available, it is with the NSO,
please go ask the CSI (Chief
Statistician of India) what is hap-
peningtoit. My jobends there.It’s
the NSC ‘s job to ask where is the
data. We are told the data exists,
it'’s been approved, where is it?,”
he said.

“The important thing is that
they have to come up now witha
release calendar. The urban (PLFS)
data is quarterly. Now what
they've beendoingis they've been
bringing them out in chunks
rather thanonaregular quarterly
basis. So, suddenly four reports
come together. What good isit for.
There’s a reason why we had it
quarterly,” he said.

Sen furthersaid, “..whendata
gets suppressed and then gets
leaked, that happened over the
last one year, the government’s re-
action hasbeen to actually demo-
nize the data. That'sbeenthereac-
tion. So earlier nobody questioned
the data per se, now the govern-
mentitselfis questioning the data.
And there’s this bizarre situation
of people outside the govern-
ment, the users, are saying, no,
this data is fine. It should be ex-
actly the other way round.”

The government is now work-
ing on mapping the unorganised
sector for data, along the lines of
the present Annual Survey of
Industries. Sen, who is heading
the sub-committee on Annual
Survey of unincorporated sector
enterprises and services sector
data, said the data for unorgan-
ised sector would be important
for decision making purpose.

“I'was already chairing that
committee on the unorganised
sector dataand services. So that’s
anongoing thing. And that’s sup-
posed to be annual, and it will
start now. But the services sector
(data), is to my mind less impor-
tant because the services sector
data is going to be pretty much
like the ASI, whichis very, very im-
portant for research and analytical
purposes. But in terms of regular
decision making, not thatimpor-
tant because it comes with prac-
tically a two-year lag. But, the
other one, the unorganised sector
dataisimportant,” he said.

The Standing Committee on
Economic Statistics (SCES), which
had its first meeting on January 7,
has constituted three sub-com-
mittees: one for Periodic Labour
Force Survey and time use survey;
second for IIP and Annual Survey
of Industries (ASI); and the third
for Annual Survey of unincorpo-
rated sector enterprises and serv-
ices sector data. For next two-
three months, the
sub-committees would take stock
of the ongoing work on the sur-
veys allocated to them, after
which the SCES will hold its meet-
ing.
“We spent time saying that
let’s set up three sub-committees
whichwill function essentially as
the old ones. And after we've had
time to take stock of what is go-
ing on, then we will have another
meeting of the full committee to
discuss where are the gaps, over-
laps and whether there are defi-

interest. However, the amend-
ment also states that no one
will be denied enrollment or
deleted from the voters’ list for
inability to furnish Aadhaar
numbers.

The Law Ministry wrote
backin September stating that
the EC’s rationale would “pass
the benchmark test laid down
by the Hon’ble Supreme Court
for collecting Aadhaar details
for purposes other than getting
benefits of state-sponsored
schemes”.

However, given the
Supreme Court’s emphasis on
the need for “protecting the
privacy of individuals”, the EC
was asked to list the safeguards

EXPRESS EXPLAINED

builtinto the electoral roll data
platform.

The poll watchdog replied
on December 12,2019, stating
thatit has already taken “mul-
tiple measures” for the security
of the electoral roll data.

“At the application level,
various protocols like two-fac-
tor authentication encryption...
algorithm communication only
through https protocol, and fre-
quent security audit of applica-
tions are ensured. Electoral roll
database system does not en-
ter into the Aadhaar ecosystem
and the system is only used for
the authentication purpose
keeping a tight air gap between
the two systems,” the EC’s re-

WHAT ISENEMY
PROPERTY IN INDIA

How has the

government dealt
with it?

sponse states.

“At the infrastructure level,
the servers are protected
through multilevel security
through the access control sys-
tem, firewall, IPS and anti-
virus. The raw data has been
prohibited to be made avail-
able/ shared/ transferred/ dis-
tributed/ transmitted/ circu-
lated to any other person,” it
states.

The EC had first initiated
the exercise of linking Aadhaar
with the Electors Photo
Identity Cards (or EPIC) in
February 2015, when H S
Brahma was the Chief Election
Commissioner. It was sus-
pended in August that year af-
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ter the Supreme Court re-
stricted the use of Aadhaar to
Public Distribution System
(PDS), LPG and kerosene distri-
bution. The poll panel had al-
ready linked 38 crore voter
cards to Aadhaar by then.

In its final order, the apex
court had held that although
‘Right to Privacy’ is a funda-
mental right, it can be curtailed
if there is either a specific law
authorising collection of
Aadhaar or if the state interest
is involved or the test of pro-
portionality is satisfied. This
prompted the EC’'s demand for
legal powers to resume seed-
ing of voter cards with
Aadhaar.

Protests will deepen democratic roots: Pranab

people come out on the streets
in large numbers, particularly
the young, to voice out their
views on issues which in their
opinions are important. Their
assertion and belief in the
Constitution of India is particu-
larly heartening to see.
Consensus is the lifeblood of
democracy,” Mukherjee said.

“I believe the present wave
of largely peaceful protests that
have gripped the country shall
once again enable the further
deepening of our democratic
roots,” he said.

Mukherjee listed out three
challenges faced by the EC,even
as he praised the panel for con-
ducting the last Lok Sabha elec-
tions successfully. While the EC,

nitional differences in the differ-
ent data sets, all of that,” Sen said.

Muzaffarnagar

almostamonthafter the incident,
the FIR, based on testimonies of
police personnel deployed at the
protest site, made no mention of
any children indulging in any “il-
legal activity”. The bail order too
made no mention of the accused
using children for “illegal activity”.

The FIR stated: “The accused
person, present at the Madina
Chowk. indulged in rioting. cre-
ated an atmosphere of terror, forc-
ing everyone to shut their shops.
They also destroyed public prop-
erty and indulged in arson. Police
officers were also injured and
taken for medical examination.
The accused was also involved in
stone-pelting with intention to
harm police deployed at the spot.”

The sessions court, however,
granted bail. It relied on Supreme
Court judgments stating that
Article 21 of the Constitution,
which deals with protection of life
and personal liberty, is one of the
important factors in deciding
grant of bail.

The other accused granted
bail include Wasim, Asif, Shavez,
Sartaj, Shahnawaz, Waseem,
Nouman, Ikram, Raja, Zeeshan,
Kalim and Dilshad.

Police invoked the additional
charge after 19 people were re-
leased on balil, either by police or
court, due to lack of evidence or
after withdrawal of charges of
grievous offences. In the case of
five accused, police themselves
granted bail under Section 169 of
the Code of Criminal Procedure
whichisinvoked when “evidence
isdeficient”. Ten were released by
the sessions court after police
were only able to prove that they
had prima facie violated pro-
hibitory orders, and were not in-
volved in rioting or attempt to
murder.

Death sentence

thatit should be proportionate to
the crime,” he said.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, who appeared for the
Uttar Pradesh government, op-
posed the plea for reprieve, say-

he said, has served its purpose
well,”any attempts at its deni-
gration willamount to denigrat-
ing the electoral process itself”.

“People’s mandate is sacro-
sanct and has to be above any
iota of reasonable doubt. A firm
believer in our institutions, it is
my considered opinion thatitis
the ‘workmen’ who decide how
the institutional ‘tools’ perform.
The onus of ensuring institu-
tional integrity, in this case, lies
with the Election Commission
of India. They must do so and
putany speculations torest,” he
said.

Among the challenges
Mukherjee listed were the lim-
its imposed on development
work under the Model Code of

ing there will be no death penalty
if such an argument is accepted.
He said one cannot kill parents
and then claim mercy saying he
is an orphan now.

Shabnam and Saleem were
found guilty of killing her parents,
two brothers and their wives and
her 10-month-old nephew in
Uttar Pradeshin2008.In 2015, the
Supreme Court had upheld the
Allahabad High Court judgment
which confirmed the death
penalty awarded to them.

Stray cows

of cow products like milk, ghee
and urine.

When contacted, Malik said:
“We are planning to do a pilot on
this (stray cows as surrogates). We
would like to show people that
unproductive animals can be
made useful. This is happeningin
other countries like Denmark and
New Zealand.”

He said the pilot project would
be launched in government-
owned farms.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, KM L Pathak, former
Deputy Director General (Animal
Sciences), Indian Council of
Agriculture Research, said the
proposal was “workable and ef-
fective”. Saying that it would
boost rural economy, he said that
“stray cattle are genetically infe-
rior and, by using this method, we
can produce high quality cows.”
Pathak said cows aged between 2
and 12 years can be used as sur-
rogates.

The DAHD, which comes un-
der Union Minister Giriraj Singh,
has also suggested setting up
more cow shelters and cow sanc-
tuaries.

The proposal comes at a time
when some states like Uttar
Pradeshare struggling to find a so-
lution to the stray cattle problem.

While the latest data on stray
cattle is not available as the final
results of the 20th Livestock
Census (2019) are yet to be made
public, the number stood at 5.29
million in 2012, with Uttar
Pradesh alone accounting for
about 1 million.

While agender-wise break-up
of the stray cattle populationis not

Conduct. As a solution, he
backed theidea of holding state
and Lok Sabha polls simultane-
ously.

“Another alternate could be
to amend the Model Code of
Conduct appropriately and en-
sure that no developmental
workis stopped simply because
of the fact that elections are tak-
ing place. Ideally, it may be con-
fined only to the elections to Lok
Sabha which takes place all over
the country and should be for a
period of 3-4 weeks when the
actual election process starts
with the filing of nomination pa-
pers and ends with the casting
of votes. It need not be applica-
ble to election to the Assemblies
of the States and Union

available, it is estimated that
males outnumber the females.
Confirming this, Malik said this
was the “general perception”.
Asked how the surrogacy pro-
posal would check the problem of
male stray cattle, Malik said:
“Their number will come down
through sex-sorted semen tech-
nique, whichis being done now.”

According to the provisional
results of the 20th Livestock
Census, the total cattle population
in the country increased from
190.9 million in 2012 to 192.52
million in 2019. West Bengal (19
million) heads the list, followed
by Uttar Pradesh (18.8 million)
and Madhya Pradesh (18.7 mil-
lion). Cattle constitute 36 per cent
of the total livestock population
(535.82 million).

Of the total cattle population,
145.11 million are female (98.16
millionindigenous,46.95 million
exotic). While 32.58 per cent of
the indigenous female cattle are
‘inmilk’(aged over 3 years), 16.84
per cent are ‘dry’. On the other
hand, 42.59 per cent of the exotic
female cattle (aged over 2.5 years)
are ‘inmilk’ and 12.07 per centare
‘dry’.

According tothe data, 3.68 per
cent of theindigenous female cat-
tle did not calve even once. The
corresponding figure for exotic
cattle was 2.48 per cent.

FATF

Pakistan may have alsohad arole
to play in reducing tensions be-
tween Iran and the US earlier this
month. Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan had a bilateral meet-
ing with President Donald Trump
in Davos this week.

AttheJanuary 21-23 meeting
in Beijing, the Pakistani delegation
was led by Hammad Azhar, its
economic affairs minister. China,
whichis president of the FATFand
co-chair for the Asia Pacific Joint
Group, supported Pakistan at the
meeting.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Geng Shuang told the
media in Beijing: “Pakistan has
made great efforts to strengthen
itsdomestic counter-terrorism fi-
nancing system with visible
progress. Its political will and ac-

Territories,” he said.

The former President also
called for lifting the embargo on
the number of seats in
Parliament. The restriction, he
said, hasresultedinalarge elec-
torate in each Lok Sabha seat.

“With an average of 16-18
lakh people being represented
by one member of the
Parliament, how can we expect
the representatives to be in
touch with the electors? There
isa strong case for removing the
freeze onthe number of seatsin
the delimitation exercise,” he
said.

Mukherjee also advocated a
Constitutional amendment to
provide adequate representa-
tion of women in Parliament.

tive efforts should be recognised
and encouraged by the interna-
tional community.”

Of the 27 actions it was sup-
posed to undertake when it was
put on the grey list in June 2018,
Pakistan had been found fully
complianton five points at the last
plenary meeting. Sources said it
was expected, based on the ac-
tions taken by Pakistan, that “it
could have reached a maximum
of seven but it now seems that it
will be deemed as compliant on
16 actions”.

“The reasons given by west-
ern countries in Beijing were that
‘Pakistan has shown progress, it
has provided so much data, its
factsarein place and so on’,which
helped Pakistan in a big way,”
sources said.

FATF’'s upcoming plenary
meeting is to be held next month
inParis where Pakistanis likely to
make a case forits exclusion from
the grey list. To achieve that, it
needs 12 votes out of a total of 39
in Paris; it needs only three to
avoid falling into the FATF black-
list. Sources believe that Pakistan
is likely to be kept on the grey list
in Paris but could be moved outin
June or September.

Indian nurse

The nurse, who hails from
EttumanoorinKerala’s Kottayam
district, is believed to have got the
virus from a Philippines national
who was under treatment in Al-
Hayat Hospital where she worked
in southwestern Saudi Arabia’s
Khamis Mushait.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
Muraleedharan said: “We have
been told that she’s not serious
and she may be able to leave the
hospital in two or three days.”

Tweeting about the case,
Muraleedharan said he spoke to
the Consulate General about the
“quarantined” nurse. “Theyarein
touch with hospital management
and Saudi foreign ministry. Have
asked our Consulate to provideall
possible support,” he tweeted.

“About 100 Indian nurses
mostly from Kerala working at Al-
Hayat hospital have been tested
and none except one nurse was
found infected by Corona virus.

Affected nurse is being treated at
Aseer National Hospital and is re-
covering well,” the Minister
posted.

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan sought the intervention
of External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar in the case.

Coronaviruses are a specific
family of viruses, with some
strains causing less-severe dam-
age such as common cold, and
others causing respiratory and in-
testinal diseases. The outbreakin
China’s Wuhan province has led
to pneumonia-like symptoms in
patients.

Refugees

abrogation of Article 370. But the
fact that most of them had ac-
quired the status of permanent
residents of (the erstwhile) J&K
state means the government
scheme for financial assistance to
non-permanent resident WPRs
has failed,” said the official.

Labha Ram Gandbhi, a refugee
leader, admits that the process for
disbursement of financial assis-
tance has been a non-starter.
“During Partition, the priority of
migrating families was toreach a
safe place, not taking along rev-
enue papers or other documents
relating to their native place,” he
said.

Asked about the delay in dis-
bursement of money under the
central scheme, Sanjeev Verma,
Divisional Commissioner Jammu,
told The Indian Express: “They are
themselves not coming forward
despite the administration hav-
ing organised special camps and
issued instructions to Deputy
Commissioners to facilitate pro-
cessing of these cases.”

Verma says he is not aware of
the reasons behind the non-sub-
mission of applications. “Even
those who filed applications re-
turned after some days to take
back their files,” he said.

Simrandeep Singh, Secretary,
Disaster Management, Relief,
Rehabilitation and
Reconstruction (DMRRR), too, de-
nied having received even a sin-
gle application under the scheme.
“lam surprised by the absence of
any response from WPRs, espe-
cially when the government had
laid down very little conditions to
be fulfilled for direct transfer of re-
lief amounts to bank accounts,”
he said.

According to Verma, the
Jammu Divisional Commissioner,
after the 370 move, WPRs in J&K
will become permanent residents
of the UT and eligible to contest
and vote in the proposed
Assembly and local body elec-
tions. They will be able toownim-
moveable property, and obtain
government jobs and admissions
to professional colleges, too.

Before August 5, 2019, when
the government announced its
J&K move, WPRs were Indian cit-
izenswho were eligible to vote in
Parliamentary polls, but not con-
sidered permanent residents of
the erstwhile J&K state and hence
unable to vote in local elections.

Asked about the non-listing of
WPRs as NPR in voter lists of
Parliamentary elections, refugee
leader Labha Ram Gandhi said:
“These elections were first held in
Jammuand Kashmirin 1967.Over
a period of time, many members
of these refugee families, having
never gone to school, did not get
their names listed as NPR. Also, lo-
cal politicians with an eye on their
vote bank in assembly elections
got some registered as voters in
the category of permanent resi-
dents.”

However, Gandhi admits
that children of some of these
refugee families “may also have
managed to procure permanent
residents certificate and jobs in
the Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment”. “This was possible
only with the connivance of local
revenue officials as no one had
thenimagined that government
will ever give anything to these
WPRs,” he alleged.

FULLREPORTS ON
www.indianexpress.com
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DEVELOPED TECHNICAL GLITCH MID-AIR

Aircraft makes emergency

BRIEFLY

Salesman
killed: Wife, 3
others held

New Delhi: Days aftera 31-
year-old car sales execu-
tive was found dead in
Shalimar Bagh, police ar-
rested four people, includ-
ing the victim’s wife, for
the murder. Police said the
womanwasallegedlyina
relationship with one of
the accused.

Judgekinshot
dead: Final

hearingin Feb

Gurgaon: More than 15
months after a personal
security officer opened
fire at the wife and son of
a judge he had been de-
ployed to protect in
Gurgaon, the final hear-
ing in the case is sched-
uled to take place next
month.

Firein DDA
parking

New Delhi:A fire broke
outinside a DDA parking
space at Mansarovar Park
Thursday morning. A to-
tal of 16 cars, nine bikes
and three scooters were
gutted in the fire. ENS

landing on Eastern e-way

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NOIDA, JANUARY 23

A NATIONAL Cadet Crops (NCC)
training aircraft made an emer-
gency landing on the six-lane
Eastern Peripheral Expressway
Thursday afternoon, after the
plane developed technical prob-
lems mid-air. According to offi-
cials, the two pilots in the aircraft
emerged unscathed afterarescue
operation was initiated by the
Indian Air Force.

“On Thursday afternoon, an
NCC Microlight Aircraft was fly-
ing from Bareilly to Hindon
Airfield. About 8 km short of
Hindon, the Microlight developed
a technical problem. The aircraft
safely landed on National
Highway. Both pilots are safe.
Further investigation is on,” said
the NCCin a statement.

According to sources, the air-
craft was being flown by a
Group Captain and a Wing
Commander of the Indian Air
Force,and was due toland at the
Hindon Airbase in Ghaziabad.
The pilots manoeuvered the
plane at the last minute to avoid
landing amidst traffic on the

The two pilots in the aircraft were rescued after an operation by the IAF. Express

highway. It finally landed at 1.30
pm on the Dasna-Duhai inter-
change side, close to Sadarpur
village. An IAF helicopter from
the Hindon Base was sent to ini-
tiate rescue operations.

Neeraj Jadaun, SP Rural
Ghaziabad, said: “Onreceivingin-
formation, we reached the spot to
cordon off the area so that civil-
ians don’t meddle with equip-
ment. A call was made to the air-
base. Since the plane’s wheel had

been damaged, it was notin a
condition to fly. It was eventually
towed off to the base.”

According to police, the front
rotor and front wheel of the air-
craft were damaged during land-
ing. Traffic on the stretch was
halted for more than 15 minutes,
said a traffic police officer.

An eyewitness said: “We saw
the plane coming down at a very
low level, it was wobbling.
Initially, we didn’t know where it

would land. Butitdipped towards
the side of the highway and
landed close to the crash barrier.”

In 2017, 16 IAF planes per-
formed touch and golanding ma-
noeuvers at the Taj Expressway to
demonstrate the Force’s ability of
emergency landing, as per
sources in the defence ministry.
In July, 2018, IAF's Mirage 2000
successfully test landed on the
Yamuna Expressway from a
height of 100 metres.

‘170 colonies in forest area can’t be regularised’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

THECENTRE'S move toregularise
unauthorised colonies in the cap-
ital will not benefit around 170
colonies falling under the ‘re-
served’ or ‘notified forest’ cate-
gories, the Delhi government told
the Delhi High Court Thursday.

While steps are afoot to regu-
larise over 1,700 unauthorised
colonies in Delhi, it is not clear
how many of the 170 colonies
listed by the Delhi government
were cleared for regularisation.

The Delhi government’s
Department of Forests and
Wildlife made the submission be-
fore Justice G S Sistani and Justice
A ] Bhambhani, after they were

asked to clarify the effect of direc-
tions to regularise unauthorised
colonies in Delhi on areas falling
under notified forest areas and
wildlife sanctuaries.

Delhi government’s
Additional Standing Counsel
Sanjoy Ghose, while placing the
affidavit, apprised it of the
Supreme Court’s ruling, which
had ordered that prior approval

of the Central government is re-
quired for any non-forest activity
within the area of any forest.

It said that there are “currently
170 unauthorised colonies, in
whicha part or full colony fall un-
der different categories of forest
areas, under the jurisdictions of
North Division (4 colonies), South
Division (114 colonies),and West
Division (52 colonies).”

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

SRCC cancels talk

on citizenship law
protests in Northeast

ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

CITING “UNAVOIDABLE circum-
stances”, the Shri Ram College of
Commerce administration
Thursday cancelled an event on
the Citizenship Amendment Act
which was to be organised by the
North East Cell of the college.

The ABVP-backed students’
union of the college had com-
plained to the principal,and asked
that the event be cancelled as it
had people from one ideology.

In a statement, members of
the cell said they were informed
of the decision “in an emergency
meeting held mere hours before
the event”.

Anotice signed by the princi-
pal said, “Due to unavoidable cir-
cumstances, the programme
scheduled today, being organised
by the North East Cell, is hereby
cancelled.”

The eventincluded journalists
Sangeeta Barooah Pisharoty and
Pradyot Manikya, trade unionist
Nayan Jyoti, among others.

“We were told that they (ad-
ministration) received informa-

tion about the possibility of vio-
lence on campus if the event was
to take place. We were also told
our speakers had the ‘same bent
of mind’,” the organisers said.

“They also suggested this
event be conducted atalater time.
Weinsisted that this was nota po-
litically motivated event and that
it was conducted because there
exists a complete lack of aware-
ness about the North East protests
incollege,” they added.

They alleged that the stu-
dents’ union had spread a mes-
sage saying that they would “in-
dulge in violence and spread
misleading information among
the students”.

Nayan Jyoti, who was among
the speakers, said he received a
call from the principal’s office 45
minutes before the event was to
begin. “They said the event was
cancelled. They didn’t give any
reason,” he said.

Gajendra Chaudhary, presi-
dent of the students’ union, said:
“All speakers were from the same
ideology. SRCC has always been
neutral.” Principal Simrit Kaur did
not respond to repeated calls and
messages seeking a comment.

Insurance agent found dead:
4 held for abduction, murder

New Delhi: Weeks after the body
of an insurance agent at LIC was
found in a canal in Bulandshabhr,
police have arrested four men for
allegedly abducting and killing
him. According to police, the ac-
cused called the victim, Deepak
Dua, to Noida on the pretext of
buying an insurance policy, but
killed him on January 6.

“On January 17, we received
information that Dua’s body was
found near a canal,” said B K

Singh, Additional Commissioner
of Police, Crime Branch.

Police first arrested one
Monu Sharma, who led them to
other accused.

“They were arrested on
January 22. The accused said that
they had lost money on betting
and were in debt,” said a police
officer, adding that they de-
manded Rs 25 lakh but when
Dua refused, they allegedly
strangled him. ENS
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0 former DU
presidents in
poll fray

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

THE UPCOM-
ING Delhi
Assembly polls
will see several
former student
leaders in the
electoral fray.

While the
BJPhasfielded
Ashish Sood,
Anil Jha and
Rekha Gupta,
the Congress
has put for-
ward Rocky Tuseed, Alka Lamba
and Neetu Verma Soin. A com-
mon thread among these names
is that they have held the man-
tle of the DU students’ union
president at different points of
time.

Tuseed (25), former DUSU
president(2017-2018)and an ac-
tive member of NSUI, has been
fielded by the Congress from
Rajinder Nagar.

Jha, who is contesting from
Kirari constituency, believes that
being a part of student politics
builds a foundation for the future
political career of a candidate.

A former member of the
Delhi Legislative Assembly, Jha
was DUSU presidentin 1997-98
and an active member of ABVP.
“I have been active since my col-
lege days. People in Delhi know
me and the work [ have done,”
he said.

Similarly, Soin, who won
DUSU polls between 1999-2002,
said choosing young leaders will
help change the face of politics.

Lamba, who is contesting
from Chandni Chowk, was a
member of the Congress for 20
years. She quit the partyin 2013
and became a member of the
AAP.Sheis a former president of
NSUI and was the president of
DUSU in 1995.

BJP’s Anil
Jhawill
contest
from Kirari

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE
Chief Project Director, Railway Electrification, Ambala Cantt. for & behalf President of India invites OPEN
E-TENDER on web site www.ireps.gov.in for the following works. Tenderer may upload their offer up to prescribed
closing time & date. No tender will be accepted manually.

Approx. Earnest completion COStof Date &

Tender No. & Tender Title Cost Money Period tender Time of

(in3) (in?) document  (josing

(in)
Tender Notice No. RE/JUMB/S&T/Tele/Gr.286/RJK-SHTS/T-79 Date : 16.01.2020
Tender No. RE-UMB-SNT-Tele-Gr.286-OD 69.08 06 20.02.2020
Trenching, Laying, Back Filling, Jointing, Lakh 138200.00 . ths 5000.00 at

15.00 hrs

Termination and Testing of OFC, 6 quad & PIJF
cables including Supply, Installation, Testing and Commissioning of Way Station Equipments, Head Quarter Control
Room Equipments With Power Supplies and Emergency Socket in SP/SSP/TSS in Raja Ka Sahaspur Jn-
Sambhal Hatim Sarai single Line section in connection with Railway Electrification work Under Moradabad Division of
Northern Railway.

Tender Notice No. RE/UMB/S&T/Tele/Gr.285/SNP-JIND/T-78 Date : 16.01.2020

Tender No. RE-UMB-SNT-Tele-Gr.285-ID 49.69 06 20.02.2020
System design, supply, Installation, testing and La.kh 99,500.00 months 3000.00 at
commissioning of SDH (STM-I), primary drop/insert 15.00 hrs

multiplexer and associated works in Sonipat-Jind
single line section in connection with Railway Electrification work under Delhi division of Northern Railway.

Tender Notice No. RE/UMB/S&T/AMC/Exch/2019-21/T-77 Dated : 13.01.2020

Tender No. RE/UMB/S&T/AMC/Exch/2019-21 4.55 24 20.02.2020
Annual Maintenance Contract for Electronic Lakh 9115.00 months  1000.00 atDy.CSTE
Exchange (Make-CORAL-IRIS 512 lines) installed a /RE/UMB
in CPD/RE/Ambala Cantt office complex:. office

at 15.00 hrs

Tender documents are available on Railway website i.e. www.ireps.gov.in and the same can be downloaded from
there. This facility is available free of cost .

All terms & conditions may be seen and downloaded from Railway website .i.e. www.ireps.gov.in.

Payment of Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) and Tender document cost (TDC), in respect of e-tendering should be
accepted through net banking or payment gateway only. (Jagdish Kumar)

Dy Chief Signal & Telecom

Railway Electrification, Ambala Cantt.

for & on behalf of the President of India

No.PR./188/2020
Satya Adv.

BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE

Office of the Executive Engineer, Govindarajanagara Division, 2nd Floor, Shakthi Soudha,
13th Cross Road, 4th B Main Road, M.C. Layout, Vijayanagara, Bengaluru-560 040

No.: EE(GRN)/TN/GL-12/2019-20 Date: 23.01.2020

(Through GOK e-Procurement Portal only) (Standard Tender Document - KW1, KW2 & KW3)
Tenders on item rate basis are invited by the undersigned for the work mentioned below from

the registered Contractors of Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike or equivalent registration
with CPWD / KPWD / Railways / MES or any State Government Organizations.

Sl. Est. Cost EMD
No. Name of the Work (Rs. in Lakhs) (in Rs.)
Works Reserved for Schedule Caste (SC) Category
1 Improvements and repairs to approach drains Ward No. 127, 15.00 18,750/~
Mudalapalya. (Call-2)
Works for General Category
Construction of Prayer Hall & allied works @ Panchasheelanagara
2 in Ward No. 127, Mudalapalya. (Call-4) 40.00 80,000/-
Asphalting to Road in Industrial Estate and surrounding area in i
3 Rajajinagar in Ward No. 106, Dr. Rajkumar Ward. 60.00 1,20,000/
Asphalting to Roads in 6th Block and surrounding area in i
4 Rajajinagara in Ward No. 106, Dr. Rajkumar Ward. 60.00 1,20,000/
Improvements to Road, Culverts, Drains and footpath at AD Halli at
° 1st Cross to 12th Cross in Agraharadasarahalli in Ward No. 105. 60.00 1,20,000/-
6 !Drllllng of borewells and providing pipeline in Agraharadasarahalli 65.00 1,30,000/-
in Ward No. 105.
Improvements to Road, Culverts, Drains and footpath at KHB
4 Colony in Agraharadasarahalli in Ward No. 105. 60.00 1,20,000/-
8 Development of Udaya School park 18th Main Road in Ward 100.00 2.00,000/-
No. 125.
9 Development drilling borewell pipeline and rain water harvesting at 20.00 1.40,000/-

different places in Kaveripura Ward No. 103.

Calendar of Events : (1) Tender Document can be downloaded from the GOK e-Procurement
Website https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in. (2) Last date for receipt of Queries : 27.01.2020
upto 3:00 p.m. (3) Date of pre bid meeting at the office of Executive Engineer (Govindarajanagara
division) on 29.01.2020 at 3:30 p.m. (4) Last Date for uploading the filled proposals is :
07.02.2020 up to 4:00 p.m. (5) Date of opening of Technical proposals is : 10.02.2020 after 4:00
p-m. (6) Date of opening of Financial proposals is : After approval of Technical proposals
through e-procurement. Further details may be obtained from the above office during office
hours or website https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Govindarajanagara Division, BBMP

Directorate of Mines
Steel & Mines Department

Government of Odisha
Date: January 22, 2020
Notice Inviting Tender

“Invitation of bids for grant of Mining Lease for Iron Ore

and Chromite Minerals”

In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 10 (B) of the Mines and
Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 and on accordance with
the Mineral (Auction) Rules, 2015 as amended from time to time notified
thereunder, the Government of Odisha has identified 2 (two) Minerals Blocks
as under for electronic auction and hereby invites tenders for the purposes
of grant of Mining Lease:
a) 1 (one) mineral block of Iron Ore
b) 1 (one) mineral block of Chromite
Accordingly, financial bids are invited in digital format only and technical bids
are invited both in digital and physical format from eligible bidders.
Eligibility conditions, date and time for participating in the electronic auction
are provided in the Tender Document. Detailed Tender Documents along
with timelines, notifications, updates and other details for the e-auction
process for the mineral blocks are available in electronic form only and can
be downloaded from the website of MSTC Limited:
(https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/miel/index.jsp)
Interested and eligible bidders can register themselves on the above
website. On successful registration, eligible bidders will obtain login ID and
password necessary for participation in the e-auction process. Model Tender
Document and Mineral Block Summary are available free of cost on the
website of MSTC Limited.
Last date for purchase of Tender Document after payment of a tender fee on
website of e-auction platform provider is Saturday, February, 15, 2020 and
the last date for submission of the bid is Thursday, February 20, 2020 on or
before 12:00 noon (Indian Standard Time)
The Price of Tender Document for each mineral block is Rs. 5,00,000/-
(Rupees Five Lakhs).

List of Mineral Blocks for Auction

G-25

S. No Block Name Mineral Concession Types
1 Guali Iron Ore Block Iron Ore Mining Lease
2  Sukinda Chromite Block Chromite Mining Lease

Sd/-

30004/11/0012/1920 Director of Mines, Odisha

Department of Water Resources
Odisha Community Tank Development

Management Society

7th Floor Rajeev Bhawan, Bhubaneswar.
ODISHA INTEGRATED IRRIGATION PROJECT FOR CLIMATE RESILIENT
AGRICULTURE (OIIPCRA)
CORRIGENDUM TO (RFB) E-Procurement Notice

NO OIIPCRAW2-2/2019

Date: 21.01.2020 RFB No: OIIPCRA-W2-2/2019
In accordance with modified decision taken by the Chief Engineer, Minor Irrigation,
Odisha, Bhubaneswar and Addl Project Director, OIIPCRA-cum-Chief Engineer,
M&E DoWR, Bhubaneswar in the review meeting of OIIPCRA Projects on
06.01.2020, the bids will be opened at SPMU, 7th Floor Rajiv Bhawan at 2.00 P.M.
on 7.02.2020 instead by the concerned Executive Engineers in their respective
headquarters.

32188/11/0005/1920 Dr. Kamal Lochan Mishra
Project Director, OCTDMS-cum-Additional Secretary to Govt., DoOWR, Odisha

A-606

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
RURAL WATER SUPPLY AND
SANITATION DIVISON, CUTTACK
MAHANADIBIHAR; CUTTACK-753004

Telephone: 0671-2441619,e-mail: eerwss ctc1@nic.in
Govt. of Odisha e-procurement Notice

Bid Identification No. rwssctc-11/2019-20

The Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Cuttack on behalf of

Governor of Odisha invites percentage bid through e-procurement in

double cover system according to norm of e-procurement.

. Nature of work : Rural Piped W/S Scheme.

. No. of tenders : 2 Nos.

. Tender Paper Cost : Rs.10,000/-

. Value of Work : Rs.94.68 Lath & Rs.172.57 Lakh

. Class of Contractor : "B" & "A" Class

. Date and time of availability of bid document in portal : 11 hour of

29.01.2020 to 07.02.2020 up to 17 hours

7. Date & time of seeking tender clarification :
hours

8. Date & time of opening of tender : 10.02.2020 at 11:30 Hours in the
office of the Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Cuttack

9. Time of completion : 180 days & 270 days

10. The bidders have to participate in online biding only. Further details
can be seen from the website https://www.tendersorissa.gov.in.
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,

RWSS DIVISION, CUTTACK.

0-891

OO, WD =

05.02.2020 up to 17

25022/11/0028/1920
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Centre to SC: J&K’s integration
peLHICONFIDENTIAL intg Union independent of Art 370

Accession to India irreversible:
Attorney General to 5-judge bench

WAy WiTH WORDS

TRINAMOOL CONGRESS'’S Rajya Sabha leader Derek O’Brien
coined a new monicker for himself as his podcasts made a
comeback on Thursday. Calling himself a “pod-itician”,
O’Brien, in his podcast, spoke about why he chose to speakin
Bangla in Parliament. The 6-minute episode is the first of a
podcast series from the leader of West Bengal’s ruling party,
which is currently at loggerheads with the BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment over the Citizenship (Amendment) Act and the NRC.

(QUIET ON OPPN FRONT

TEN DAYS ago, 20 opposition parties led by the Congress had
decided to take forward their campaign against CAA and NRC
by marking the birth anniversary of Subhash Chandra Bose
on January 23, organise readings of the Preamble of the
Constitution on Republic Day, and observe the death anniver-
sary of Mahatma Gandhi on January 30 by highlighting his
campaigns in pursuit of communal harmony. On Thursday;,
however, the Opposition did not organise any big programme
to mark Bose’s birthday. Most of the leaders remembered Bose
on Twitter, while a few, such as Ghulam Nabi Azad, Anand
Sharma and Sitaram Yechury, paid tributes to Bose in

Parliament.

NOISE IN NEWS

COURTROOMS AND corridors packed to full capacity and
more is not a new thing in the Supreme Court, especially when
high-profile cases are being heard. Judges reluctantly use the
microphones on the request of lawyers on some busy morn-
ings. However, the tables turned in the Chief Justice of India’s
court on Wednesday when the CJI S A Bobde-led bench could
not hear submissions made by senior advocate Kapil Sibal.
The (]I then said that the Supreme Court Bar Association will
be roped in to address noisy, overcrowded courtrooms.

IN M EMORY

THE ELECTION Commission on Thursday organised the first
Sukumar Sen Memorial Lecture, instituted as a tribute to the
first Chief Election Commissioner (CEC). Apart from inviting
former CECs to attend the inaugural lecture, the Commission
had also called Sen’s family members. Eight family members
were present at the event. Among those in attendance were
Sen’s eldest son Debdutta and his youngest Sanjiv, and grand-
children Aditya Vikram and Arjun Veer.

Marandi’s JVM-P splits:
Two MLAs meet Sonia,
set to join Congress

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

AMID INDICATIONS that Babulal
Marandi is set to merge his
Jharkhand Vikas Morcha-
Prajatantrik with the BJP, two of
his party’s MLAs on Thursday
met Congress president Sonia
Gandhi. Sources said the two will
formally join the Congress soon.

The JVM-P has three MLAs,
including Marandi. The meeting
of Bandhu Tirkey and Pradeep
Yadav signal a splitin the [VM-P.
Their meeting with Gandhi
came a day ahead of Marandi’s
possible meeting with top BJP
leadership in Delhi to take for-
ward the merger talks.

The two MLAs also handed
over a letter to Gandhi extend-
ing their support to the JMM-

Mahatma portrait missing at Attari border complex even yr

MAN AMAN SINGH CHHINA
ATTARI(AMRITSAR), JAN 23

A PORTRAIT of Mahatma
Gandhi, which for many years
adorned the ‘Swarn Jayanti
Dwar’ (Golden Jubilee Gate) at
the Joint Check Post (JCP) on the
India-Pakistan border at Attari,
in Punjab, has not been put up at
the revamped visitors’ gallery
even a year it was inaugurated
by then Union Home Minister
Rajnath Singh in January 2019.

The BSF said a bigger portrait
of the Mahatma will be putupin
the visitors’ gallery, and a photo
will also be displayed in the up-
coming museum along with
other national heroes.

Earlier, Gandhi’s portrait was
prominently displayed on the
Indian side of the border facing
Pakistan, while the Pakistani side
has the photograph of
Mohammad Ali Jinnah on display.

JVM-P chief
Babulal
Marandi

Congress alliance government.
Tirkey was expelled from JVM-P
onTuesday for alleged anti-party
activities. Sources said he was
opposed the JVM-P’s merger
with the BJP.

With Tirkey and Yadav walk-
ing out of the JVM-P, sources said
two-third of the JVM-P legisla-
ture party has split.

Talking to The Indian Express,
AICC in charge of Jharkhand R P
N Singh said, “The two MLAs met
Sonia Gandhi and former
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi and discussed the polit-
ical situation in the state.”

In the new visitors’ gallery,
which has enhanced seating
arrangements, the Swarn Jayanti
Dwar no longer has the Father of
the Nation’s image. The Pakistani
side continues to display Jinnah’s

photograph.
Shubhendu Bhardwaj, Public
Relations Officer, BSF

Headquarters, New Delhi, told
The Indian Express, “A bigger
photo in proportion will be put
up (at visitors’ gallery). A mu-
seum is planned where photo-
graphs of all national heroes will
be placed, including (that of)
Mahatma Gandhi.”

There was no word on why
the portrait had not been put up
yet.

Construction of the gallery
was completed in August 2018,
and it was inaugurated in
January 2019.

Under the new design, “India”
is inscribed on top of the gallery
facing Pakistan, and “First Line of

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

THE CENTRE on Thursday told the
Supreme Court that “accession of
Jammu and Kashmir to India was
irreversible” and its integration
into the Indian Union was “inde-
pendent of Article 370"

Appearing for the Centre,
Attorney General K K Venugopal
told a five-judge Constitution
Bench headed by Justice N V
Ramana that the J&K Constitution
specifically says it is an integral
partof Indiaand asked what then
was the point in arguing that no
plebiscite was held in the erst-
while state and hence it remains
autonomous.

The bench, also comprising
Justices SKKaul,RSubhash Reddly,
B R Gavai and Surya Kant, was
hearing arguments on whetheror
not to refer petitions challenging
the August 5,2019 proclamations
amending Article 370 to a larger
bench in view of the decisions in
two other five-judge decisions —
in Prem Nath Kaul vs The State of
Jammu and Kashmir in 1959 and
Sampat Prakash vs The State of
Jammu and Kashmir in 1970.

The bench reserved its order
on Thursday.

The A-G was apparently refer-
ring to submissions of Senior
Advocate Zafar Shah who said on
Wednesday that there was never
complete accession of J&K and
that the independent state never
ceased to exist.

Later, during the arguments,
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
said “most of Zafar Shah’s argu-
ments were political”’ and that“no
argument justifying secessionism
inJ&K should be permitted”.

Venugopal took the court
through a book, The History of the
Integration of The Indian States, by
former civil servant V P Menon,
who played a key role in the ac-
cession process. The book, he said,
explains how the tribesmen in

approximately 200-300 lorries
led by Pakistani Army officers in-
vaded Kashmir in 1947. They
came till Baramulla and “raped
and killed right through” forcing
the then Maharaja to seek the
help of the Indian Army, he said.

The A-G said Lord
Mountbatten’s letters from the
archives “show that he was trying
to coax the Kashmiris to join
Pakistan”, perhaps to protect
British interests, adding that the
King was against this.

Speaking of the accession, the
A-G said that by the 1954
Constititonal Order, large parts of
the Indian Constitution were
made applicable to J&K.

On Zafar Shah’s contention
that J&K had not signed a stand-
still agreement with India, the A-
G said it was not an argument at
all. The Maharaja had signed a
standstill agreement with
Pakistan but the latter violated it,
cut off supplies to Srinagar and
sent 300 trucks with the objective
of taking over J&K; said the A-G.

The A-G said the integration of
the erstwhile state into the India
Unionwas independent of Article
370and referred to Article 1 which
speaks about the territory of India.
On the day the Constitution of
India was framed, J&K became
partofIndia, subject to Article 370
being operative withregard toap-
plication of laws, he added.

Venugopal said the Prem Nath
Kaul case judgment was notabout
Article 370 powers and hence it
was not right to say it conflicted
with the Sampat Prakash case
judgment.

Opposing the demand for ref-
erence, Senior Counsel Rajeev
Dhavan, representing one of the
petitioners, said in the August 5
proclamation, “We have seen the
disappearance of a Constitution,
disappearance of a treaty and de-
motion of a state into a Union
Territory.” He wondered if secu-
rity was the only reason for the
changes.

Union Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad at an eatery in Baramulla on Thursday. Shuaib Masoodi

Prasad continues govt outreach,
Baramulla locals share troubles

NAVEEDIQBAL
BARAMULLA, JANUARY 23

CARRYING A picture of officials
inspecting the rubble of his
house and an application torn at
the folds in a plastic bag, Fayaz
Ahmad, 60, reached the Dak
Bungalow at Baramulla from
Silikote, the last village on the LoC
thatlies beyond the border fence.
“My home was destroyed in
shelling two years ago. | have
come all the way to get some
compensation and build a house
for my children,” he said.
Ahmed said he and his five
daughters are living in the village
panchayat ghar for the last two
years. The security did not let
him enter the Dak Bungalow.
Inside, Union Law Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad congratu-
lated the newly elected chairper-
sons of wvarious Block
Development Councils in
Baramulla district. “You fought
the elections despite (calls for)
boycott and threats. (PDP chief)
Mehbooba Mufti and (NC chief)

Omar Abdullah kept opposingit,
saying there will be violence.... |
want to congratulate you for hav-
ing shown the courage, fought
the elections, and won,” he said.

After taking stock of the dis-
trict’s development scenario,
Prasad urged officials to “create
opportunities” for creative peo-
ple and the youth, as J&Kis crav-
ing development.

During their meeting,
sarpanches from the district un-
derscored the need to empower
their office. “There is a delay in
getting work done, and even in
funds arriving, due to lack of
proper authority,” Nazeer Ahmad
Sofi, sarpanch of Shirpora pan-
chayat, told The Indian Express.

On the second day of his visit,
as part of the Centre’s outreach
programme in J&K, Prasad inau-
gurated an indoor sports stadium
at Baramulla, where he interacted
with students and laid foundation
for amini-pavilion block. He met
with 19 delegations, including the
Farmers’ Welfare Committee,
Students  Association  of
Baramulla, Sports Development

Under attack from his own, Nitish hits back
at Varma: He’s free to go wherever he wants

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JANUARY 23

WITH SENIOR JD (U) leaders
Pavan K Varma and Prashant
Kishor stepping up attacks on his
alliance partner BJP, Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar struck
back Thursday, saying Varma
was free to chart his future and
“go wherever he wants”. He did
not, however, comment on
Kishor who, a day earlier, had
dared Union Home Minister
Shah to “implement CAA and
NRC in the chronological order”
he had once said.

OnVarma, the Chief Minister
told reporters: “If anyone had
any problem, he could have dis-
cussed it at a party meeting or
personally. This is not the way to
do it. The way he spoke on cer-
tain things is not proper. Should
[be telling you what he told me?
ButI have respect for him. He can
go wherever he wants. I wish
him well.”

Two days ago, Varma went

Varma questioned decision
to fight Delhi polls with BJP

public with a letter he had writ-
ten to Kumar. Questioning his
party’s decision to extend its al-
liance with the BJP “beyond
Bihar” and fight the Delhi
Assembly elections together,
Varma, who is also the party’s
national spokesperson, sought
“ideological clarity” from Kumar
who he said had expressed
“grave apprehensions” in private
about the BJP leading the coun-
try into a “dangerous space”.

In the letter, Varma said
Kumar “on more than one occa-
sion” had expressed “grave ap-
prehensions about the BJP-RSS

combine” and that “you had spo-
ken to me at length and with
conviction on why Narendra
Modi and his policies are inimi-
cal for the country. When you
were leading Mahagathbandhan,
you had openly made a call for
‘RSS-mukt Bharat'.”

On Thursday, Bihar Deputy
Chief Minister and senior BJP
leader Sushil Kumar Modi said
his party’s ties with JD (U) was
“unbreakable”.

“There are some people who
do not like Bihar to grow under
NDA rule.BJPand D (U) have been
working together in government
for over 12 years now. But there
are some people who cannot di-
gest it and are looking at ways to
break the alliance,” he said.

Without naming Varma and
Kishor, Modi said: “There are
some people who Nitish Kumar
elevated to good positions from
nowhere. But these are the ones
who are turning out to be trou-
blemakers for Nitish Kumar.”

JD (U) sources said the party
was also upset with Prashant

Kishor for “exceeding his brief”.
While JD (U) state president and
Rajya Sabha MP Bashistha
Narayan Singh said he would
discuss the recent statements of
Varma and Kishor with Nitish
Kumar, a senior party leader said
Kishor and Varma had been sent
a message by “not being in-
cluded among star campaign-
ers” of JD (U) for the Delhi
Assembly polls.

Responding to Kumar, Varma
told The Indian Express,
“Whatever questions I have
raised are about seeking ideolog-
ical clarity of the party post CAA-
NRC-NPR... Details of my letter to
the Bihar CM are not from a one-
on-one conversation. Other
leaders were also present. I am
still waiting for the CM's answer
before I can decide on my an-
other course of action.”

He also said that his not be-
ing included as a “star cam-
paigner” for the Delhi polls was
“inconsequential” as he was op-
posed to his party's alliance with
BJP in Delhi.

Mahatma Gandhi’s portrait atop the ‘Swarn Jayanti Dwar’; (right) The visitor’s gallery after it was renovated sans the portrait. File

Defence” on the lower gallery.
Earlier, the Mahatma’s portrait
used to be in the middle of Swarn
Jayanti Dwar facing Pakistan,
with the Tricolour on top.

The JCP at Attari, on the
Indian side, and Wagah, on
Pakistani side, is famous for the
retreat ceremony that takes
place every evening, when the

national flags are lowered fol-
lowing an elaborately choreo-
graphed parade and display of
patriotic sentiment by person-
nel of the BSF and Pakistan
Rangers. Over the years, the pa-
rade has become a major tourist
attraction, with thousands
watching it every evening
through the year.

The project of the new
gallery was undertaken by the
Central Public Works
Department (CPWD).

Asked about the missing
Mahatma Gandhi portrait,
Executive Engineer, CPWD,
Amritsar, Pushpinder Singh, said
he was not authorised to speak
with the media. He said CPWD

was only concerned with the
construction aspect of the new
gallery, not the decorations.

BSF PRO at Punjab Frontier
Headquarters at Jalandhar, an of-
ficer of DIG rank;, also said he was
not authorised to speak with the
media on the issue.

Sources in BSF told The Indian
Express that Gandhi’s portrait

Forum, and transporters.

Ayouth delegation under the
banner of ‘Save Youth, Save
Future’ met Prasad about cre-
ation of political space for the
Valley’s youth. “After abrogation
of (special status under) Article
370, all politicians were detained
and the Centre spoke of creating
anew leadership. We want that
chance,” Wajahat Farooq from
the organisation said.

A generation of Pahadi-
speaking people from border vil-
lages of Baramulla urged the
minister to grant ST status to the
community. A group of women
artisans also presented their
demands.

Union MoS for AYUSH and
Defence Shripad Nayak, who
was in Srinagar, said at a function
that Gulmarg, Patnitop,
Pahalgam hill stations would be
promoted as AYUSH tourism
destinations.

Continuing his visit at
Ganderbal, MoS for Home
G Kishan Reddy said corruption
will now be tackled and funds
will reach on time.
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J&K ex-ministers
urge release of
Valley’s political
prisoners on
Republic Day

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JANUARY 23

TWO FORMER ministers from
Kashmir, who were among eight
former ministers and legislators
who met Jammu and Kashmir Lt
Governor G C Murmu earlier this
month, on Thursday demanded
that the Central government re-
lease all political detainees from
the erstwhile state on the forth-
coming Republic Day as a good-
will gesture.

“Republic Day is coming is
coming and there has been tra-
dition that many detainees are
released on January 26. In the
country, even convicts get relief
on the occasion,” Democratic
Party (Nationalist) president
Ghulam Hassan Mir said in
Jammu.

However, if the government
feels that the youth lodged in
jails outside the Union Territory
cannot be released due to secu-
rity reasons, it should shift them
tojails in J&K, he said.

Referring to the restoration of
2Gmobile Internetin Jammuand
some parts of the Valley, as well
as the release of some political de-
tainees, Mir said, “There have
been positive developments af-
ter our meeting the Lt Governor.”
He, however, called on the ad-
ministration to fully restore
Internet across Kashmir. “The
people of Jammu and Kashmir,
who are facing restrictions, want
to have a normal life along with
people in rest of the country on
Republic Day,” he said.

Meanwhile, former PDP min-
ister Dilawar Mir, who accompa-
nied the Democratic Party
(Nationalist) president to
Jammu, questioned his expul-
sion from the party, saying that
the only people authorised to do
so —party president Mehbooba
Mufti and vice president Abdul
Rehman Veeri — were under de-
tention. “I am still in the party,”
he said. He said he was accom-
panying the Democratic Party
(Nationalist) leader in his indi-
vidual capacity.

Jagan mulls abolishing
AP Legislative Council

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, JANUARY 23

UNHAPPY OVER the Andhra
Pradesh Legislative Council’s re-
ferring the capital decentralisa-
tion Bill to a select committee to
review it, Chief Minister Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy is considering
abolishing the Council.

The opposition TDPis in ma-
jority in the Council, and on
Wednesday blocked the tabling
of the Bill, with Council chair-
man Shariff Mohammed Ahmed
referring it for review by a select
committee, despite fierce protest
by the YSRCP.

Shariff will constitute the se-
lect committee on Friday.

The abolition or creation of
Legislative Councils in states is
carried out through alaw passed
by Parliament at the request of a
resolution passed by the respec-
tive state Assembly. Article 169
of the Constitution empowers
Parliament to enact alegislation
providing for the abolition of the
Legislative Council of a state hav-

EXPLAINE

ing such a Council if the
Legislative Assembly of the state
passes aresolution to that effect.

The Legislative Council in the
erstwhile undivided Andhra
Pradesh was abolished in 1985 af-
ter Parliament enacted the
Andhra Pradesh Legislative
Council (Abolition) Act, 1985.
However, the way for a Legislative
Council in the erstwhile state was
again paved by the Andhra
Pradesh Legislative Council Act,
2005 passed by Parliament.

On Thursday, Municipal
Administration and Urban
Development Minister Botcha
Satyananarayana claimed the re-
ferring of the Bill to a select com-
mittee was in violation of House
proceedings. “The behaviour of
the Council chairman and the
TDP members in the Council is
forcing the government to think
whether we need the Council or
not. We are forced to think
whether we should abolish the
Council altogether,” he said.

Jagan met with senior minis-
ters, MLAs and party leaders to
discuss the situation.

after inauguration

Bigger, better
® gallerybuiltin3yrs

WORK ON the new visitors’ complex started in 2015 and
was completed by the middle of 2018 at a cost of Rs 37
crore. Then Home Minister Rajnath Singh, who is now the
Defence Minister, inaugurated it on January 22, 2019. The
seating capacity of more than 20,000 people is substan-
tially more than the previous gallery.

In another addition, gates of the zero line have been
changed by both India and Pakistan to afford a better view
of visitors on both sides of the border.

will be put up in a museum,
which will be built at Attari bor-
derinayear’s time.

“I do not know why the por-
trait was taken down because
the officers who were in charge
then have been posted out,” a
BSF source said.

“May be the decision was
taken because the museum will
come up, where all national he-
roes will have their portraits dis-
played. It could also have been
taken down to prevent any dam-
age occurring to it due to storm,
rain, etc.”
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Special court remands Davinder,
4 others in NIA custody for 15 days

Russian expert: Indian space candidates
in their 30s picked for multiple missions

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, JANUARY 23

THE HEALTH condition of the
four IAF test pilots shortlisted to
be an astronaut on ISRO’s first
ever human space flight by 2022
was evaluated for not just one
but multiple missions spanning
5-10 years, according to a top
cosmonaut who headed a
Russian bio-medical team that
helped pick them.

“We were selecting an Indian
astronaut to be in the profession
for a long time — not just one
mission but many missions,”
Oleg Valeriyevich Kotov said on
the sidelines of a conference on
Human Spaceflight and
Exploration Thursday.

“We try to evaluate the
health status of individuals for
space flights over a long period
of time. We are looking at the
health of a candidate and provid-
ing a prognosis for the next few
years — five years or 10 years. We
are not selecting candidates for
just one short mission,” said
Kotov, whose team helped the
IAF shortlist the Indian candi-
dates for the Gaganyaan mission
from 60 to four.

Kotov, 54, is a cosmonaut and
aerospace medicine expert with
526 days of experience in space
between 2007 and 2014, includ-
ing six space walks. He was a

After Trump
offers help, India
says no third
party mediation
in Kashmir

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

REACTING TO US President
Donald Trump’s statement in
Davos that the US is willing to
help with ties between India and
Pakistan, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) Thursday
reiterated that there is “no role”
for any third party to mediate in
Indo-Pak bilateral ties.

MEA spokesperson Raveesh
Kumar also said Pakistan makes
“alarmist” statements on the
Kashmir situation but it has
“failed”, as the global commu-
nity has understood its “double
standards”.

Kumar told the media, “We
have reacted to similar state-
ments in the past, (and) our po-
sition on the Kashmir issue and
third-party mediation has been
very clear and consistent. Let me
reiterate that there is no role for
any third party in this matter.”

He said if any bilateral issue
needs to be discussed, it should
be done between the two coun-
tries under provisions of the
Simla Agreement and the Lahore
Declaration. But, he added, “the
onus is on Pakistan to create such
conducive conditions, free from
terror, hostility, and violence”.

During his meeting with
Pakistani Prime Minister Imran
Khan in Davos earlier this week,
Trump had said, “..We are talk-
ing about Kashmir and the rela-
tion to what is going on with
Pakistan and India. If we can help,
we certainly will be helping...”

CRPF man
posted at
Ambani house
accidentally
fires at self

EXPRESS NEWS
SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 23

A 30-YEAR-OLD CRPF
man died after he “acci-
dentally” shot himself in
Mumbai. Devdan Bakotra
was posted outside RIL
Chairman & Managing
Director Mukesh
Ambani’s residence
when he allegedly mis-
fired his service weapon
twice. One bullet hit him
on his chest, killing him.

A senior officer said,
“..The jawan had a mo-
bile phone in one hand.
He simultaneously tried
to remove the strap of
the rifle. He accidentally
pressed therifle’s trigger
firing two rounds.”

Bakotra was rushed
to hospital, where he was
declared dead during
treatment.

Oleg Valeriyevich Kotov

flight engineer on a mission to
the International Space Station
in2007 and acommander for ISS
missions in 2010 and 2013. He
has been a leading doctor for 18
years at the Yuri Gagarin
Cosmonaut Training Centre at
Star City in Russia.

According to the Russian ex-
pert, the task of picking the final
Indian candidates was no differ-
ent from such selections in other
countries.

“The Indian candidates were
not very different from what we
see in other parts of the world.
They have to be very motivated,
very strong, very healthy with
very high psychological resist-
ance. They have to be open, com-
municative, very friendly — and
smiling is always good,” said
Kotov, who is now responsible
for the bio-medical programme
of the ISS.

Keeping in mind that the as-

tronauts should be available for
multiple missions over time, the
Indian candidates chosen to un-
dergo generic training at the Yuri
Gagarin centre from this month
fallin the 32-35 years age group,
he said.

“All candidates who [ saw
were high-quality because they
were selected after a preliminary
process by doctors on the Indian
side using material that we pro-
vided. The candidates that came
up for selection fit into a certain
criteria already laid out,” he said.

According to Kotov, the final
selection was more “compli-
cated” since it involved evalua-
tion of bio-medical parameters
on an individual basis.

“It is not a simple system
with a checklist where you pick
a candidate if they match the
checklist. We follow an individ-
ual approach for every candi-
date. It is about understanding
the health system of the individ-
ual. We do not have people who
are 100 per cent healthy.Itisim-
possible to find a 100 per cent
healthy person around the world
because everyone has small de-
viations — not illness but devia-
tions in anatomy,” Kotov said.

After their training at the Yuri
Gagarin centre, the candidates
will return for mission-specific
training to India.

FULLREPORTON
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International collaboration
key in manned mission

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, JANUARY 23

THE FIRST-EVER Indian mission
to send a man into space on
board the GSLV MKk III rocket,
scheduled to be launched
around the year 2022, will notbe
a purely Indian endeavour but
will involve collaboration with
international space agencies,
keeping in nature with modern
space exploration efforts.

ISRO will provide a bulwark of
technologies and systems for the
Gaganyaan mission, but there will
be key contributions from Russia
and France - Russia will help with
the selection of astronauts, while
France will help with its expert-
ise in space medicine.

Under a space cooperation
agreement signed in 2015 by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Russian President Vladimir
Putin, the Russian space agency
Roscosmos will shortly begin the
training of four Indian IAF test pi-
lots - chosen by Russian and
Indian experts to be the first
Indian astronauts - at the Yuri
Gagarin Cosmonaut Training
Centre at Star City, Russia.

The Yuri Gagarin centre,

which has trained astronauts
from over 30 countries, will pro-
vide generic training for Indian
astronauts in areas like the ba-
sics of a manned flight, control
systems, space navigation, de-
sign principles and space engi-
neering before they return for
mission-specific training.

ISRO and the French space
agency CNES will be collaborat-
ing on medical systems for the
Gaganyaan mission, including
emergency medical systems on
board the spacecraft.

In 2018, CNES president Jean-
Yves Le Gall and ISRO chairman
K Sivan had announced the cre-
ation of a French-Indian work-
ing group on human spaceflight
in continuation with a commit-
ment made by President
Emmanuel Macron during a visit
to India.

“CNES and ISRO will combine
expertise in the fields of space
medicine, astronaut health
monitoring, life support, radia-
tion protection, space debris pro-
tection and personal hygiene
systems”, which will all play a
key role in the Gaganyaan mis-
sion, say ISRO and CNES officials.

FULLREPORTON
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‘States not utilising disaster funds denied more aid’

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

AT A time when states such as
Assam and Kerala have been
complaining that the Centre is
not giving them adequate funds
inflood relief, sources in Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA) on
Thursday said these states have
actually failed to utilise their
funds. Assam, in fact, diverted dis-
aster funds given to it in 2019 to
its general account to meet other
expenses, the sources said.
Home Ministry officials said
there was a procedure for release
of funds to states to meet disas-
ter needs, but many states were

not following them fully and
complaining. They said funds are
given to states every year in ad-
vance, but if the states are unable
to utilise them, they are denied
fresh funds or provided less
funds.

“Kerala was given Rs 3,000
crore as disaster relief fund. Till
March 2019, it had not utilised Rs
2,100 crore of this. Since then,
they have submitted some utili-
sation certificates but we do not
know whether the spending was
on 2018 floods or 2019 floods.
They have sought Rs 2,000 crore
more. Similarly, Assam diverted
thedisaster fund toits general ac-
count. They have now transferred
it back. They have been given

some funds after deduction this
year. They will not get any more
funds,” a senior official said.

Sources said release of funds
to West Bengal has been delayed
as the memorandum received
from the state about damages
due to natural calamity was “not
proper”. They said once the cor-
rect memorandum is received,
funds would be released.

A high-level committee
headed by Home Minister Amit
Shah had on January 6 approved
additional central assistance of Rs
5,908.56 crore to seven states
from National Disaster Response

Fund —Rs.616.63 crore to Assam,
Rs. 284.93 crore to Himachal
Pradesh, Rs 1869.85 crore to
Karnataka, Rs 1749.73 crore to
Madhya Pradesh, Rs 956.93 crore
to Maharashtra, Rs 63.32 to
Tripura and Rs 367.17 crore to
Uttar Pradesh for floods/ land-
slides/cloudburst during the
south-west monsoon last year.

“If you fail to utilise funds,
then depending on the scale of
utilisation and the need of the sit-
uation, states are either denied or
given less fund. Generally, funds
are reduced by 50%,” an official
said.

Notice for Public Hearing

It is for the information of all concerned that M/s Maa Santoshi Khanij
Udyog-reg. Public Hearing (Cat-B1), at Village - Musnota, Tehsil: Narnaul,
Distt. Mohindergarh, for capacity of expansion of Calcite Mine Addition of
Associated Minor Mineral (Stone) total production enhancement from 9000
TPA to 12,59,000 TPA ROM {9,000 TPA for Calcite and 12,50,000 TPA for
Associated Minor Mineral (Stone)} and 1,40,000 TPA Overburden/Side

Burden/ Inter-Burden at Village:

Musnota,

Tehsil: Narnaul, Distt.

Mohindergarh. The project proponent mentioned above has applied to the
Haryana State Pollution Control Board for conducting the Public Hearing for
capacity of expansion of Calcite Mine Addition of Associated Minor Mineral
(Stone) total production enhancement from 9000 TPA to 12,59,000 TPA
ROM {9,000 TPA for Calcite and 12,50,000 TPA for Associated Minor Mineral
(Stone)} and 1,40,000 TPA Overburden/Side Burden/ inter-Burden at Village:
Musnota, Tehsil: Narnaul, Distt. Mohindergarh. Accordingly the Public
Hearing for the above said Project has been fixed on 25.02.2020 at
11:30 A.M. at Village: Musnota, Tehsil: Narnaul, Distt. Mohindergarh.
Copies of Executive Summary of the Project and EIA Study Report,
submitted by the Project Proponent, are available in the Head Office of the
Board as well as in the following offices, which can be perused during office

hours, on any working day:-

1. The Deputy Commissioner, Rewari.
2.  Regional Officer, Dharuhera, Haryana State Pollution Control Board,
Lala Nemi Chand Singhal Enc. Sohna Rd., Near Hanuman Mandir,

Dharuhera.

Chairman Zila Parishad, Rewari.

3.
4. Executive Officer, Municipal Council, Rewari.
5. Joint Director, District Industries Centre, Rewari.

Notice is hereby given to all concerned to file suggestions, views, com-
ments and objections, if any, on the Proposed Project, to the Chairman,
Haryana State Pollution Control Board, C-11, Sector-6, Panchkula as well as
Regional Officer, Dharuhera, Haryana State Pollution Control Board, Lala
Nemi Chand Singhal Enc. Sohna Rd., Near Hanuman Mandir, Dharuhera
within 30 days of the publication of this Notice. Besides, a Public Hearing will
also be held on the Date, Time & Venue mentioned above at the Proposed
Site of the Project, which can be attended by any person including
Environmental Groups, bonafide residents and others, located at the Project
Site/Sites of Displacement/Sites likely to be affected. Oral/ Written
Suggestions, if any can also be made during the Public Hearing.

No TA/DA will be admissible for attending the Public Hearing.

80015N/HRY.

S. Narayanan, IFS
Member Secretary

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, JANUARY 23

A SPECIAL court on Thursday re-
manded suspended police officer
Davinder Singh and four othersin
NIA custody for 15 days. The other
fourincluded Hizbul Mujahideen
commander Syed Naveed
Mushtaq Shah alias Naveed Baba,
his brother Syed Irfan Ahmed,
who has been accused of har-
bouring militants, Hizbul militant
Rafi Ahmed Rather and advocate
Irfan Shafi Mir.

The NIA had sought custodial
interrogation of the accused for 15
days to unearth the wider con-
spiracy in the matter. Granting
them the custody, Special judge
Subash C Gupta observed that
“facts and circumstances of the
case, gravity and heinousness of
the crime as involved in the pres-
ent case, submissions made by the
Chief Investigating Officer and the
state of investigation of the case,

Suspended police officer Davinder Singh and four others
being taken to the NIA court. Express

the courtis of the considered view
that custodial interrogation of the
accused is imperative to facilitate
the ongoing investigation”.

The judge alsodirected thein-
vestigating officer to arrange med-
ical examination of the accused
after every 48 hours during the re-
mand period.

According to documents pre-
sented before the court by the NIA,
Naveed Baba’s brother Irfan has

been arrested for his role in the
larger conspiracy and for being a
harbourer of terrorists. The agency
alleged that Irfan was acting as a
go-between the Hizbul com-
mander and Singh for facilitating
their travel for a specific mission.
The NIA also said that Singh
and Irfan Shafi Mir were ferrying
Naveed and Rafi Ahmed Rather
towards Jammu on January 11 as
part of a criminal conspiracy.

Assam: Over 600 militants lay down arms

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, JANUARY 23

OVER 600 cadres of eight militant
groupsinAssam, who had surren-
dered over the last few years, cer-
emonially laid down theirarmsin
GuwahationThursday —adevel-
opment the government has pro-
jected as a major step towards
long-lasting peace in the region.

“Today 644 cadres of eight
militant organisations who sur-
rendered and came to unilateral
ceasefire in 2019 and prior to that
have formally laid down armsin
a ceremony in the presence of
the Chief Minister of Assam,
Chief Secretary of Assam, DGP
Assam, GOC 4 Corp and other
senior officers in Guwahati,” an
Assam Police spokesperson said
inastatement.

“Those youths who strayed
into terrorism and extremist ac-

tivities must be given an oppor-
tunity to come back to the main-
stream society and rebuild their
lives. I welcome all members of
extremist groups who have laid
down their arms today to lead a
normal life again and contribute
meaningfully to the nation build-
ing process through hard work
and dedication. It will inspire
other such militant organisation
members to come back to main-
stream society,” Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal said.

The eight militant outfits
whose cadre surrendered are the
United Liberation Front of Assam-
Independent (ULFA-I), National
Democratic Front of Bodoland
(NDFB), Kamatapur Liberation
Organisation (KLO), Rabha
National Liberation Front (RNLF),
Communist Party of India
(Maoist), National Santhal
Liberation Army (NSLA), Adivasi
Dragon Fighter (ADF) and the

National Liberation Front of
Bengalis (NLFB).

According to police data, there
were 50 cadres of ULFA-], eight of
NDFB, six of KLO, 13 of RNLF, one
of CPI-Maoist, 87 of NSLA, 178 of
ADF and 301 of NLFB.

Sonowal said building a ter-
rorism-free Assam was one of
the main commitments of his
government and urged the sur-
rendered militants to “dedicate
themselves to the nation build-
ing process and utilise their po-
tential to bring positive transfor-
mation in the society”. A senior
police officer of the Special
Branch told The Indian Express,
“Militants surrender in a phase-
wise manner and not enmasse.
It takes time for the full process
to complete and formally give
up arms. Over 600 people with
over 170 arms coming back to
the mainstream is a big devel-
opment.”

e e et uRar weamr wfufa, deden

RICKIECROE|)

e wareen wel uRer e |fifd, dede (Fatad fafae a1 dJgaw) % gR1 iR 12.07.2019 1 S @aR & 7emd § NHM - & d@d
fafi= wdf < forg fermmom gemifra feman T e, fod & e ol w6t foafea odven <1 Rstee smafer o a1 9ee W e srger @ fean smom | fafea
e o AR IHIGAR! I FHERER S T WIETEhR U8 AR & T8 faf¥r w1 swriera fafae wsi, Jgae # S | 9 SWicaR 3o 9+t ga Swardsii
wfeq wratea fafaa i Jgas o 9 9.00 51 Tg=AT GMHREd w1 30 IR FiE off SR U A | SR A R swe

foee femer =t fafar HRE E q WeTehR ht fafer

Ug ohl W

District Program Coordinator

Pharmacists (RBSK)
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Staff Nurse Maternal Health
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. Staff Nurse UPHCs

10. Staff Nurse - SNCU and NBSU
11. Psychiatric Nurse

12. ANM Maternal Health (Rural)
13. ANM RBSK Mobile health Team
14. ANM UPHCs
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Medical Officer Ayush, RBSK-Female
District level PPM Coordinator

Pharmacist- Procurement (Warehouse)

Staff Nurse- Distt. NCD Clinic- NPCDCS & NPHCE
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10 CLASSIFIEDS & TENDERS

PERSONAL

We, Priya Shankar and Raju
Sonkar Resident of 4032/34,
First Floor, Reghar Pura, Karol
Bagh, New Delhi- 110005 have
changed the name of our Son
from Sahil Shankar to Virat
Sonkar. 0040528686-1

I, MD PARWEZ S/0 Jaheer Khan
residing at H.NO. 138A, R-
Extension,Mohan
Garden,Uttam Nagar,Delhi-
110059, have changed my name
to PARVEZ KHAN vide affidavit
dated 21.01.2020 at Delhi

0050161290-1

I,Suman Yadav,W/o0-Anil Kumar
Yadav,R/0-5/14,Basahtra
Line,Sadar Bazar,Delhi Cantt.-
10,inform thatin my some
documents my D.O.B. has
wrongly mentioned as
07.11.1974 instead of
21.11.1974. 0040528702-6

I,Shailendra Prasad S/o
Narottam Prasad R/0-43, J-
Block,Mangol Puri,Delhi-
110083,have changed my name
to Shelender Prasad.

0040528668-4

I,LN0.14678555F Sep Lalit
Kumar,S/o-Satyapal Singh,R/0-
VPO-Dinkarpur,Teh-
Khatauli,Distt- Muzaffarnagar,
U.P.-251318, hereby declare
that,l wantto change my son’s
name from Amol Kumar Tyagi
to Karnik Tyagi for all future
purposes. 0040528702-1

I,LN0.14645363K NK Netke
Vishavas Dattu,S/0-Netke
Dattu Sitaram,R/0-VPO+Teh-
Karjat,Distt.-Ahmadnagar,MH-
414402,hereby declare that,l
want to change my daughter’s
name from Vaishnavi to
Vaishnavi Vishavas Netke for
all future purposes.

0040528702-2

1,N0.14645363K NK Netke
Vishavas Dattu,S/0-Netke
Dattu Sitaram,R/0-VPO+Teh-
Karjat,Distt.-Ahmadnagar,MH-
414402,hereby declare that,l
want to change my daughter’s
name from Gauri to Gauri
Vishavas Netke for all future
purposes. 0040528702-3

I,LN0.14623156X Hav Kamla Kant
Yadava,S/o-Hardev Yadav,R/0-
Village-Khajura,Teh-
Mehnagar,Distt-
azamgarh,U.P.-276126,is
hereby declared that my wife
name was wrongly written as
Bindoo Devi.Her correct name
is Bindu Devi for all future
purposes. 0040528702-4

I,Jitender Pal Singh, S/o-
Inderjeet Singh R/0-1-12,1-
Block,Lajpat Nagar-l,New-
Delhi-110024,inform that
Jitinder Pal Singh and Jitender
Pal Singh both name are same
person. 0040528722-1

I,Auti Sitaram Sahebaro,R/0-
Near-380,ka,autimala,
ralegan,shindhi,ahmadnagar,
maharashtra-414302,inform
that my,wife name,changed
from fathangade sunitato
auita sunita sitaram,for
all,future purposes.Both,name
belongs to,Same.Person

0040528737-1

I, geetanjali D/o sh. Harbans lal
arora,R/0 H.No. 499, sector 7,
urban estate, aryavidya
mandir school, gurugram.
Have changed my name from
geetanjli to geetanjali for all
future purposes. 0040528697-1

I, Vipin Goel,R/0-M-1 Satyawati-
Colony Ashok-Vihar. Phase-3
Delhi-110052. changed my
minor son’s name Harishit Goel
toHarshitGoel. 0040528687-1

I, Ved Parkash,S/0 Sh.Shiv
Charan Sheel,R/0-B-602,Block-
A,Weavers-Colony,Ashok-
Vihar,Phase-4,Delhi-
110052,have changed my name
Ved Parkash to Ved Prakash,for
all purposes. 0040528750-1

I, Sushil Kumar Pahwa,S/0 Sant
Lal Pahwa R/0-A-71, 3rd-Floor
Lok-Vihar Pitampura Delhi-
110034,changed my nameto
Sushil Pahwa. 0040528736-1

I, Sheeba W/0 Allauddin R/0
H.No.B-7, B-Block, Nizamuddin,
Delhi-110013 have changed my
name to Sheeba Allauddin.

0040528704-3

I, Shahabuddin Siddiqui S/O
Aminuddin R/0 V-19 Gali-27,
Vijaypark, Maujpur, Delhi-
110053 have changed my name
to Shahabuddin vide affidavit
dated 20-01-2020 sworn before
notary Archana Sharma, Delhi

0050161250-1

I, Satish Kumar s/o Ram
Khelavanr/o C-224, Chirag
Delhi, Malviya Nagar, Delhi
have changed my name to
SATEESH KUMAR.

0040528674-1

I, Rukhsana Khatoon,W/o Yasin
Ansari R/0-E-201 Block-
H,Gautam-Nagar, Andrews-
Ganj, Defence-Colony,
Delhi.have changed my name
to Ruksana Begum,for future

0040528736-8

I, Robin Singh S/0, Rajpal R/0
H.No.5210, Ward No 7, Block D,
Rajendra Park, Gurgaon HR-
122001 have changed my name
to Robin Singh Dahiya for all
purposes. 0040528750-3

I, Rameshwari W/o Satish
Kumar R/0-J-157, Jhuggi, RPF-
Line, Dayabasti, NewDelhi. that
Radha and Rameshwariare
same and one person.

0040528704-4

I, Nitin Kumar Singhal S/o
Dinesh Kumar Singhal R/o KC-
138, Kavi-Nagar, Ghaziabad.
have changed my name to Nitin
Singhal.

0040528704-6

I, Nishant Paul S/0 Yudhishithar
R/0-263/9, Old-Housing Board-
Colony, Sonipat-131001. Have
Changed My Name To Nishant
Pal. 0040528704-9

I, Mumta Singh W/0 Anil Dass
R/o Flat No.3-D-502, AWHO,
Gurjinder Vihar, Sector-Chi-1,
Pocket-P-5, Greater Noida,
Gautam Buddha Nagar(U.P.)
have changed my nameto
Mamta Dass for all future
purposes. 0040528661-1

I, Mohd.Shamsuzzama,S/o-
Mohd.Zahir Ahmad R/0-4/80,E-
1,Kabeer-Colony,
Jamalpur,Koil,Aligarh,Uttar-
Pradesh-202001,that in my high
school-certificate issued by
Bihar Vidyalaya Pariksha
Samiti my name has been
wrongly-written as Mhd.
Shamsuzamma instead of
Mohd Shamsuzamma.

0040528736-5

I, Milan,S/0 Lal Bahadur R/o-C-
278, Gali.No.6,Nikhil-
Vihar,Ismailpur,Sector-
91,Faridabad,Haryana,have
changed my name Milanto
Milan Karki,for all future
purposes. 0040528736-4

I, Manpreet Singh S/o Jasbir
Singh R/0-L-2/62,S.F., New
Mahavir-Nagar, New-Delhi-18,
changed my name to Manpreet
Singh Chadha. 0040528722-3

I, Kumari Supriya W/o Pradeep
Kumar Karnresiding at New
Colony, Ward No-9, Nagar
Parishad, Saharsa, Bihar-
852201, declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written
as Supriya Karn in my minor
son AviKarn aged 6 yearsin his
Birth Record. The actual name
of mine is Kumari Supriya

0070694238-1

I, Km Rimpi Singh,W/0 Sunil
Kumar H.No-591/7, Block-E,
Gali.No-13, A.P.School, Dabua-
Colony,Faridabad,Haryana-
121001.Have Changed My
Name To Rimpy Singh.

0040528736-3

I, Kashmir Singh Tomer S/o
Fateh Singh R/0-C-83 Shiv-
Vihar Nilothi New Delhi-110041.
chahege my name to Kashmir
Nilothi. 0040528704-2

I, Ishdeep Kaur D/O-Charanjeet
Singh R/0-108, Raj-Nagar,
Pitampura, Delhi Changed
Name to Ishdeep Kaur
Mediratta. 0040528722-5

I, Iffat Parveen,D/0-Naseem
Ahmed R/0-S-7, Nafees-Road,
Joga-Bai-Extn., Jamia-Nagar
Okhla, ND-110025,have
changed my name Iffat
Parveen Naseem.

0040528722-10

I, Honey Katyal S/o Ramesh
Katyal R/o VillaNo.3, ATS
Village, Sector-93A, Noida,
District Gautam Budh Nagar UP
do hereby solemnly inform
that have changed my minor
son&#39;s name from YUVRAJ
KATYAL to YOUVRAJ KATIYAL
forall future purposes.

0040528711-1

I, Gurmeet Singh Sohal S/0, Late
S.Lachhman Singh, R/0-S-
1/116,2 nd Floor, Old Mahavir
Nagar, Tilak Nagar, Delhi-110
018, have changed my name
from GurmeetSingh Sohal to
Gurmeet Singh, for all future
purpose and will be called as
GurmeetSingh. 0040528623-1

I, Gurusharan Singh S/0 Trilok
Singh R/0-17/68, Subhash
Nagar, Delhi-110027.Have
Changed My Name To
Gursharan Singh.

0040528704-8

I, Gourav Phawa S/0 Jamana
Dass Khurana R/0-B4/262B,
Keshav Puram,Delhi-35,have
changed my name to Gourav
Khurana. 0040528668-2

I, Gourav Phawa R/0-B4/262B,
Keshav Puram,Delhi-
35,declares that correct name
of my father is Jamana Dass
Khurana instead of Nrander
Pal. 0040528668-3

I, Fahad Kazi S/0 J.M. Kazi R/o0-Z-
430B, Sector-12, Noida, Gautam
Budh Nagar UP, have changed
my Fahad Kazi to Fahad Jalil
Kazi. 0040528688-1

I, Chander Pal S/o-Brahma Nand
R/0-C-1/61,Sector-20, Rohini,
Delhi-110086, have changed my
minor daughter’s name,from
Leezato Radhika,for all
purposes. 0040528722-4

I, Ashvani Kumar S/o Bakhat Mal
R/0-4/77,Second-Floor,
Ramesh-Nagar, N.Delhi-110015.
have changed my nameto
Ashwani Kumar. 0040528704-5

I, Asgar Alam S/0 Mohd Ali R/o F-
45,Shaheen Bagh, Abul Fazal
Enclave Part-2, Jamia Nagar,
Delhi-110025, name of my
father has been wrongly
written as Md. Ali Mianin my
Passport,as Md Alimianin
Matriculation Certificate and
as Md. Aliin Domicile
Certificate, Graduation Degree
and Engineering Certificate.
Actual name of my fatheris
Mohd Ali 0070694234-1

I, Arshad Husain S/O-Liaqgat
Hussain R/0-5206, Sadar
Thana-Road, Sadar-Bazar,
Delhi-110006,Have Changed My
Name To Arshad Hussain,For
All Future Purposes.

0040528722-2

ISabahat D/o Mohammad Din
W/o Khalid Rehman R/0 2225,
Naya Mohalla, Gali Qasim Jaan,
Near Rabia Girls School,
Ballimaran, Delhi-110006 have
changed my name to Sabahat
Khalid for all purposes.

0040528626-2

I, Apul Agarwal S/o-Ganga
Sharan Agarwal R/0-326-B,
Gulmohar Greens, Mohan-
Nagar, Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad.have changed my
name to Apul Kumar Agarwal.

0040528704-7

I, Anupma Dhiillon w/o
Jasvinder Singh Dhillonr/o L-
34, SF, West Patel Nagar, Delhi-
110008 have changed my name
to ANUPMA DHILLON.

0040528628-1

I, Abhishek Mishra S/o Raj
Kumar MishraR/0-WZ-22,
Golden Park,Rampura,New
Delhi-110035,have changed my
minor son name VIDYAN to
VIDYAN MISHRA for all future
purposes. 0040528668-1

I, AMANDEEP S/o0 Parshan Singh
R/o0 C-105, 25yards Raghubir
Nagar, Tagore Garden, Delhi-27
have changed my nameto
Amandeep Singh for all
purposes 0040528750-2

I hitherto known as Dileep
Krishnan S/0 Shri Gopal
Krishnan.M R/0 AQ 01-06 lind
floor BPTP Parkland Park-81
Sector-81 Faridabad Haryana-
121002 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as Dilip Krishnan.

0040528715-2

IZameer Ahmed S/o0 Zaki
AhmedR/01110, Neem Wali
Gali, Shish Mahal, Kishan Ganj
Chowk, Near Masjid Imli Wali,
Tali Wara, Azad Market, Delhi-
110006 have changed my name
to Zameer Ahmed Jumlana for
all purposes. 0040528626-3

I Yasmeen,W/0 Shri.Jamshed Ali
R/0-H.No.-20, Masjid-Wali
Gali.No-1, Babarpur,Shahdara,
Delhi-110032.have changed my
name,from Km.Yasmeen
Saleemto Yasmeen after-my-
marriage,for all purposes.

0040528736-2

IVikas Bashore S/0-Ram
Kishore R/0-Qtr.No-729 Type-2
New Central Jail-Tihar Maya
Puri Delhi-110064. Changed My
NameToVikas. 0040528687-9

IVaibhao Rameshrao Kawale
S/0,Ramesh Narayanrao
Kawale R/0 H.N0.B360 A, Road
No-6, Block-B, | Vasant Kunj
Enclave. Pincode-110070 have
changed my name to Vaibhav
Rameshrao Kawale

004052864 7-1

ISunil Kumar S/o0 Sh. Ramesh
Singh R/o Plot N0.100, First
Floor, Niti Khand-I,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad, U.P.
have changed the name of my
minor son from Bhuvanshu
Phore to Sameer Phore for all
purposes. 0040528626-1

ISumit Asthana, R/0-D-2075a,
First-Floor,Palam-Vihar,
Gurgaon,Haryana-
122017,Changed My Minor
Child Name Arav AsthanaTo
Aarav Asthana. 0040528736-6

ISukhwinder Singh R/0 F-17,
Budh Vihar, Phase-1, Delhi-
110086 have changed my name
to Sukhvinder Singh.

0070694227-1

IShikha Bawa W/o Ajay Bawa
R/o House No-A, 21/B, Hardev
Nagar, Jharoda Mazra, Burari,
Delhi-110084, have changed my
name to Meghna Bawa

0070694230-1

IShahida Begum W/0 Ali Ausat
R/0 281, Gram Chandpatti,
Chand Patti, Azamgarh, UP-
276122, have changed my name
to Shamsun Nisha

0070694239-1

I Seema Dalal W/0 Sanjay
Kumar Add:W4c, Western-
Avenue, Sainik Farm, New-
Delhi-110066, Changed My
Name To Seema Rani.

0040528687-7

I Satish Kumar Garg S/o Shri
chaturbhuj Garg R/0 G-11, Gali
No. 5, Arjun Nagar, Delhi 110051
have changed my name from
Satish Kumar Garg to Satish
Garg for all future purpose.

0040528627-1

ISarvesh Gupta, S/O Shri
Madhav Prasad Gupta R/0 J-
4,Dakshinpuri New Delhi-
62.Declare that | have changed
my name from Sarvesh Kumar
to Sarvesh Kumar Guptainall
respects 0040528650-1

I Sameena Bano, W/O Mohd.
Riyaz R/0 J-222,Near PVR
Saket, New Delhi-17. Declare
thatl have changed my name
from Sameena Banu to
Sameena Bano for all
purposes. 0040528657-1

IRamesh Chand Chopra, S/o
Late.Om Parkesh R/0-DG-3/337
Vikaspuri New-Delhi-110018.
have changed my nameto
Ramesh Chopra. 0040528736-7

IRam Singh S/0,K S Singh R/0 D-
8a/202 Street No.25 Madhu
Vihar Delhi-110092 have
changed my name to Ram
Pratap Singh for all purposes.

0040528642-1

IRajesh Aggarwal S/o0-Mool
Chand Aggarwal R/0-C-155,
Mansarover-Garden Delhi-15
have changed my nameto
Rajesh Gupta. 0040528704-1

IRajbahadur S/O-Gangadin
Yadav R/0O-184, Baribaja-
Lalganj Ajhara Rampur
U.P.229410. Have Changed my
Name to Raj Bahadur.

0040528722-6

IRajani Kalra W/0O-Anil Kalra
R/0-Wz-12, A-35 Third-Floor
Tihar-Village New-Delhi-11018
Have Change My Name Rajni
Kalra. 0040528687-10

I Priya Rani D/o Late Sh. Pawan
Kumar W/o Sh. Mukesh Bansal
R/o Flat No. 704, Maitri
Apartments, Sector-9, Rohini,
New Delhi have changed my
name after marriage to Priya
Bansal for all purposes.

0040528626-4

I Pooja Tuli W/0.Ashok Tuli.
R/0.6/11.WestPatel-Nagar
New-Delhi.110008.Have
Changed My Name To
Jaswinder Kaur,For All
Purposes. 0040528749-3

I Pintu Pandit S/0O-Suresh
Pandit,R/0-D-28,
Parveshnager-Mubarakpur
dabas Delhi-110081.Mistekly
Written Pintu Kumar In My
Documents.But My Correct-
Name Is Pintu Pandit.

0040528749-6

I Pawandeep S/o0 Chaman Lal
R/0 WZ/N-19 Vishnu-Garden
New Delhi have changed my
name to Pawandeep Suman.

0040528722-9

I Pawan Kumar Sahu S/0 Shri
Ram.R/0.D.102.UNESCO-
Apartment Plot No.55.1
P.Extension Patpar-Ganj Delhi-
110092.Have Changed My
Name To .RAM Bihari Sahu.FOR
All Purposes. 0040528749-4

I Pardeep Singh S/o-Satbeer
Singh R/o0-Village-Wazirpur,
Tehsil & District-Gurgaon. Have
Changed My Name To Pardeep
Kumar. 0040528687-2

IOm Parkash S/0-Kanhiya Lal
H.No-5552 Gali. No-74 Raigar-
Pura KarolBagh Delhi-110005.
Changed My Name ToOm
Prakash. 0040528687-8

I Mukul S/0 Suraj Khatter, D-26
Lord Krishna-Road
Adarshnagar Delhi-33. Have
Changed My Name To Mukul
Khatter. Permanently.

0040528687-6

I Mansi Sharma W/o Bal Kishan
SharmaR/0 RZ E-669/26, Gali
No-18C, Sadh Nagar-2, Palam
Colony, Delhi-110045, have
changed my name to Pramila
Devi 0070694233-1

I Khamosh Chawla D/o Kailash
Chand Chawla R/0 Jogiyo Ka
Mohalla, Pragpura, Jaipur,
Pragpura, Rajasthan-303107,
have changed my nameto
KhushiChawla  0070694231-1

| Kamaljeet Kaur w/0 Naresh
Singh, r/0 WZ-51, Plot No 5, GF,
Shyam Nagar Extension,
Vishnu Garden, Delhi-110018,
have changed my nameto
KAMLESH KAUR. 0040528678-1

IHarish@HARISH Arora,S/O-
Prakash Chand Arora R/0O-C-
502 Third-Floor VikasPuri Delhi-
110018.Have Changed Name To
Harish Kumar Arora.

0040528687-3

I Gurinder Kaur W/o Dalbir Singh
R/0 Dakghar Mari Tanda Teh,
Batala, Khokhowal, Gurdaspur,
Punjab-143515, have changed
my name to Gurinderjit Kaur

0070694240-1

IDinkar Singh Ranu S/o
Rajeshwar Singh R/0-G-1/14
First-Floor, Sector-11, Rohini
Delhi-85,changed my nameto
Dinkar Singh, Permanently

0040528722-7

I, Jesmeen R/o D 28 ansal villa
farm Satbari New Delhi-110074
have changed my name
spelling to Jasmine

0070694229-1

I Beena W/0O-Rajesh Kumar
Malhotra, A-96, Gali-Number-8
Indranagar-Adarshnagar,
Delhi-33. Have Changed My
Name To Suman. Permanently

0040528687-5

I Asma W/0-Mohd Sajid R/O-
8894 1st-Floor Gali-Haji Wali-
Naya-Mohalla AzadMarket
Delhi-110006.Have Changed
Name To Asma Naaz.

0040528687-4

I Abhinab Bidhuri. S/0.Anand
Veer.R/0.H.No.312.Churiya-
Mohalla Village Tehkhand
Okhla Phase.1l.New
Delhi.110020.Have Changed My
Name To Abhinav Bidhuri,For
All Purposes. 0040528749-5

I Aarti alias Arti W/o Pawandeep
Suman R/0-WZ/N-19 Vishnu-
Garden New-Delhi have
changed my name to Aarti
Suman. 0040528722-8

l,Lakhmipriya Senapati,W/o-
Rajendra Kumar Sahoo,R/0-
H.No.P-69/8,CVD line,Delhi
Cantt.-110010,have changed
my name Lakhmipriya
Senapati to Laxmi Priya Sahoo
(DOB-01.02.1985)for all future
purposes. 0040528702-5

I, Raghav Ram Father Of
Abhisek Kumar R/o Flat
No.1129,2nd Floor, Jay Ambey
Apartment, 1350 DDA LIG Flats,
New Kondli, Mayur Vihar
Phase-3, Delhi-110096 HAVE
Changed My Name Ragho Ram
OjhaTo Raghav Ram for All
Future Purposes.

0040528630-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform to general public at large
that Sh. Badlu Mal and Sh. Lakhmi Chand
both sons of Lala Kanehya Lal were the
owners of freehold property no. 1203, with
its roof / terrace rights, Shora Kothi, Subzi
Mandi, Delhi measuring 82 Sq. Yards. Sh.
Badlu Mal was unmarried and issueless
and he died on 15.08.1958. Sh. Lakhmi
Chand and his wife Smt. Gulabo Devi also
expired on 15.01.1967 and 04.11.2007.
After their death, Smt Rajrani Gupta D/o
Sh. Lakhmi Chand executed
relinquishment deed in favour of my client
Sh. Dinesh Kumar Gupta who is the sole
owner of the above said property and
wants to sell the same. If anybody has any
objections/interest in the said property,
they may contact the undersigned within a
period of 7 days from the date of
publication of this notice.
Sd/-
ANIL KUMAR JAIN (Advocate)
CH. NO. 473, W.W. TIS HAZARI
COURTS DELHI-110054
MOB. 9999392437

LOST & FOUND

Itis notified for the information
that my original qualifying
examination certificate of
main, secondary examination
ofthe year 2018 and Roll no.
5373032 issued by CBSE has
been actually lost.Name of
candidate- Surya Raghuvanshi
Flat no.335, Tower- 3A,
Landcraft Golflinks, Near
Columbia Asia Hospital, NH 24,
Ghaziabad 201002, U.P.Mobile-
08010770330. 0040528749-7

Itis notified for the information
that my original Certificate of
Senior Secondary Examination
year-1993 and Roll N0.5214973
issued by CBSE has been
actually lost.Name of
candidate Maneesh Kumar
Dubey S/0 Sh.Raj Deo Dubey
R/0 H.no.279 Vikram Vihar
Shankar Vihar Delhi Cantt.-
110010 M0b.8403982349

0040528715-1

Itis notified for the information
that my Original Qualifying
Examination Certificate of
Main Secondary Examination
of Year 2018 & Roll No. 8239656
issued by CBSE has been lost.
Name Arindam Biswas,
Address. N-27 (FF), CR Park,
New Delhi-110019, #
9968304243 0040528530-2

I, Sunita W/o Rakesh R/0,H.No.L-
56 L-Block J.J.Colony
Wazirpur,Delhi-52, My correct
Name is Sunita. Sunita And
Sunita Mathur are same
Person. 0040528749-2

I, KAVITA khurana D/o-Ramesh
khurana R/0-4/2769 st.no-3
bihari colony shahdara Delhi-
32.have lost my original-
certificate class-12th year-
2004 Rollno-6603254
CBSE-Delhi. 0040528749-8

Public Notice

My clients Mr. Aslam Ali S/o late Shaukat Ali
and Mrs. Yasmeen Begum W/o Mr. Aslam Ali
both R/o V-393, Street 26, Vijay Park, Delhi-
110053 have debarred and disowned their
daughter namely Aaleema Khanum @
Roshani of their own free will and consent
from all their movable and immovable
properties as she changed her religion and
got married against the will of my clients and
misbehaved with them and is beyond their
control and supervision. So my clients have
already severed all relations with her and
disowned her since the day she changed
and got married against their will. And
whosoever deals with her shall be doing so
at his own risk and responsibility and my
client will not be liable/responsible for any of

her acts. Sd/- MOHD. FURQAN
ADVOCATE

Ch.No. 273-A, Civil Wing,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

BE IT KNOWN TO GENERAL PUBLIC THAT MY

CLIENT SMT. KRISHNA W/O LEHNA SINGH R/O

1297, DADA SHAAHAD, POOTH KHURD,

NORTH WEST DELHI-110039 HAS DISOWNED

AND DEBARRED HIS SON NAMELY SH. SUNIL

AND HIS WIFE SMT. SONI KUMARI FROM ALL

HER MOVABLE AND IMMOVABLE

PROPERTIES. MY CLIENT AND HIS OTHER

FAMILY MEMBERS HAVE SEVERED ALL THEIR

RELATIONS WITH THEM AS THEY ARE NOT IN

CONTROL OF MY CLIENT AND DUE TO THEIR

HOSTILE BEHAVIOUR. IF ANYBODY DEALS

WITH THEM HE/SHE SHALL DO SO AT HIS/HER

OWN RISK AND MY CLIENT AND HIS OTHER

FAMILY MEMBERS SHALL NOT BE
RESPONSIBLE.

Sd/-

PARVESH DABAS

ADVOCATE

CH. NO. 335, 3RD FLOOR,

LAWYERS CHAMBER BLOCK,

ROHINI COURTS, DELHI-110085

MOBILE NO. 9911774445

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

COURT NOTICE

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF DEFENDANT
(Order 5, Rule 20 of the Code of

Civil Procedure)
In the Court of Sh. Siddhant

Sihag, Civil Judge-02, SOUTH

EAST SAKET COURTS
SUIT No. CS SCJ-880/2019

PUNJAB & SIND BANK ...Plaintiff
Against
MR. SUNNY KUMAR ... Defendant

To
SUNNY KUMAR
S/O SH. ANIL PRASAD
H. NO. 1 JAGDAMBA COLONY,
ALl VIHAR, SARITA VIHAR
NEW DELHI-110076
ALSO AT-
SAI COMMUNICATIONS
102 GF, HARI NAGAR ASHRAM
NEW DELHI- 110014
WHEREAS you are intentionally
evading service of summons it is
hereby notified that if you shall not
defend the case on the 25.02.2020
the day fixed for the final disposal. It
will be heard and determined ex-
parte.
Given under my hand and the seal of
the court, this 09.12.2019.
Sd/-
Judge
Civil Judge-02 (SE) Saket Courts,
New Delhi

Subject: Transfer of ownership of
property by Shree Krishna
Educational Trust having registered
office at B-1/6, Hauz Khas, New
Delhi-110 016.

Notice is being given on behalf of
my client, who is willing to purchase
the immovable property (land and
buildings) belonging to the above
trust situated at BilaspurTauru
Road, near Bilaspur Chowk,
Gurgaon-122413.

SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY

1. Land of 46 Kanals And 10
Marlas bearing Khewat No. 351/416
Mustill No. 44 Killa Nos. 19(8-0),
21/2(2-8), 22(8-0), 23(8-0), Mustill
No. 58 Killa No.1(8-0),2(8-0),
10/1/2(4-2) in the revenue estate of
Village Bilaspur. 2. Land of 12
Kanals and 01 Marla bearing
Khewat No. 347 Mustill No. 44 Killa
No. 21/1(5-12), Khewat No. 347
Mustill No. 57 Killa No. 6/1/2(0-7),
Khewat No. 348 Mustill No. 57 Killa
No. 5/2(7-1), Khewat No. 348 Mustill
No. 45 Killa No. 25/3(4-0) of
122/221 portion in the revenue
estate of Village Bilaspur. 3. Total
constructed area of around 2 lakhs
sq. ft in above.

Therefore any person having any
claim in respect of the above
referred property and part thereof by
way of sale, exchange, mortgage,
charge, inheritance, possession,
lease, tenancy, sub tenancy,lien,
license,hypothecation, transfer of
title or beneficial interest under trust
right of prescription or pre-emption
or under any agreement or other
disposition or under any decree,
order or award or otherwise claim
whatsoever are hereby requested to
make the same known in writing
together with support documents to
the undersigned at their office situat-
ed at C-460, Defence Colony, New
Delhi 110024 within a period of 14
days(both days inclusive) of the
publication hereof failing which
claim of any person (s) will deemed
to have been waived and /or aban-
doned.

Dated this 23 January 2020
Place: New Delhi

G .S. Alag

For M/s G. S. Alag & Associates

details given below:

S. No. Name of Quantity Earnest
work/Nom in metric Money
enclature tons (Rs.in

Corers)

1 2 3 4

1. Sugar S-30/31  1400.00 MTs 11.00

ISS For Year or less Lakhs
2019-20 &
2020-21
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OPEN e- TENDER NOTICE
TENDER NOTICE No.: - 07 -FCS&CA-J of 2019
DATED: 17.01.2020
Abbreviated Tender Notice for supply of Sugar

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir e-tenders on two bid system are
invited through Director, FCS&CA Department, Jammu from Registered General Order Suppliers/reputed
Manufacturers/Private or Co-operative Sugar Mills/Government undertakings within and outside the Union
Territory of Jammu & Kashmir for supply of Sugar S-30/31 ISS Grade manufactured from not earlier than 2018 crop for
Six Months from the date of award of the contract f.o.r the Central Godowns of the department located at Shaheed
Gunj, Srinagar, Kashmir and Central Store, Chatha, Jammu of the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir as per the

Class
of
Contractor

5

Registered General Order
Suppliers/ Reputed
Manufacturers/ Private or
Co-operative Sugar Mills/
Government undertaking.

Cost of
Tender
documents

6

Rs.
5,000/-

Tender
Inviting
Authority

Directorate of Food,
Civil  Supplies &
Consumer Affairs
Department, Jammu.

1. The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility Criteria ,specification, Bill of Quantities(B.0.Q), set of

terms and conditions of

Date of issue of Tender Notice

Bid Submission Start Date
Bid submission End Date

HpoOn -

Period of downloading of bidding documents

No. DFCS&CA/J/Acctts/2019-20/7595-96

17.01.2020

20.01.2020 from 10.00 A.M. to 10.02.2020 upto 04.00 P.M.
20.01.2020 from 10.00 A.M.
10.02.2020 Upto 4.00 P.M.

DIP/J-12563/19

Sd/- Director FCS&CA Deptt. Jammu

(Member Secretary) (SLPC)

Dated:17.01.2020
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TELLING NUMBERS

Of Rs 6,000 cr electoral bonds,
over half sold during 2019 polls

PHASEBY PHASE

Period of electoral bondsale  Bonds Amount Bonds Amount
sold (Rscr) redeemed (Rscr)
Phase-1(March 1-10, 2018) 520 222.00 511 221.00
Phase-2 (April 1-10,2018) 256 114.90 250 114.90
Phase-3 (May 1-10, 2018) 204 101.40 194 91.40
Phase-4 (July 2-11,2018) 82 32.50 82 32.50
Phase-5(0Oct 1-10,2018) 733 401.73 731 401.53
Phase-6 (Nov 1-10, 2018) 339 184.20 339 184.20
Phase-7 (Jan1-10,2019) 937 350.36 936 350.36
Phase-8 (March 1-15,2019) 2,742 1,365.69 2,738 1,364.69
Phase-9 (April 1-20,2019) 4,681 2,256.37 4,607 2,251.32
Phase-10 (May 1-10, 20-19) 1,187 822.26 1,153 819.26
Phase-11 (July 1-10,2019) 101 45.38 101 45.38
Phase-12 (Oct 1-10, 2019) 531 231.93 531 231.93

Source: Association for Democratic Reforms

EARLIER THIS week, the Association
for Democratic Reforms (ADR) re-

BONDSSOLD,CITYBYCITY

leased a report on the sale of electoral (MARCH2018-0CT2019)

bonds since the schemewaslaunched ~ City Bonds Amount
in 2018 (The Indian Express, January sold (Rscr)
22). The report, based on aresponse ~ Mumbai 2,899 1,879.96
fof a Clu.el‘SzR%f;ief t%elzR;g;tl to  Kolkata 3478  1,440.34
nformation ct,said 12,313 elec- :

toral bonds worth Rs 6,128.72 crore New Delhi 1,630 918.58
were sold in 12 phases from March ~ Hyderabad 1,603 846.37
2018 to October 2019, and political ~ Bhubaneswar 748 329.76
parties redeemed 12,173 of these for  gthers 1,955 713.71

Rs 6,108.47 crore. This accounts for
99.67% of the total bond value.
Under the scheme, bonds not en-
cashed within the validity period of 15
days are to be deposited by the autho-
rised bank with the Prime Minister’s
Relief Fund. “It is, therefore, likely that
the remaining 140 bonds amounting to
atotal of Rs 20.25 crore were deposited
in the PMRE” the report observed.
MARCH-APRIL 2019 PEAK: Out
of the total sale of Rs 6,128.72 core,
bonds worth Rs 3,622.06 crore were
sold in just two phases — March and
April 2019, during the general elec-

Source: Association for Democratic Reforms

tions. This accounted for 59.1% of the
sales. Of these bonds, 2,742 worth Rs
1365.69 cr(22.3%) were purchased in
March 2019, and 4,681 worth Rs
2256.37 cr(36.8%) in April.
MUMBAI MAXIMUM: Across
phases, Mumbai witnessed the maxi-
mum sale (by value) of 2,899 bonds
worth Rs 1879.96 crore (30.7%), fol-
lowed by Kolkata with 3,478 bonds
worth Rs 1440.34 crore,and New Delhi
with 1,630 bonds worth Rs 918.58 crore.

THIS WORD MEANS
GIANT STRAIGHT-TUSKED ELEPHANT

Many extinct species in Asia and Europe, some
confusion. Now, a few possible answers on evolution.

ABOUT 800,000 years ago, a gi-
ant straight-tusked elephant
migrated out of Africa and
spread across Europe and Asia.
Marked by ahuge head (4.5 feet
from the top of the skull roof to
the base of the tusk sheaths),
the elephant divided into many
species, such as Palaeoloxodon
antiquus  (in  Europe),
Palaeoloxodon  namadicus
(India) and Palaeoloxodon nau-
manni(Japan). All these species
are now extinct. Now, an inter-

the Indian species was
characterised by an ex-
tremely robust skull crest
that extended near to the
base of the trunk from the
top of the skull. But some
skulls, found in Italy and
Germany, with almost the
same exaggerated skull
crest as the Indian form,
raised confusion whether
these were the same as
the Indian species.

The new study has

national study in Quaternary Reconstructed life concluded that there was
Science Reviews has sought to appearance of asingle European species.
bring some order into our un- European straight- Measurements showed

derstanding of these species.
One key point of confusion
was the different sizes of skull
crests in fossils found in
Europe. For a long time, it was thought
that the European species had a rather
slenderly built skull roof crest, whereas

tusked elephant. Hsu
Shu-yu, University of Bristol

that even in European
skulls with pronounced
crests, the skull roof never
becomes as thickened as

in the Indian specimens. On the other
hand, fossils found in Asia and East Africa
represent distinct species that evolved.
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EXPLAINED

NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN
MUMBAI, JANUARY 23

ITIS30years since the “exodus” from the Valley
of its minority Hindu Kashmiri Pandit com-
munity. The hotly contested circumstances of
their departure between January and March
1990, the numbers, and the issue of their re-
turnare an important side to the Kashmir story
that has fed into the Hindu-Muslim polarisa-
tioninIndia over the years, in turn fuelling the
Hindu-Muslim chasm in the Valley. The exo-
dus took place at the same time that the BJP
was upping the ante across northern India,and
over the years, the plight of Kashmiri Pandits
has become a potent Hindutva issue.

The run-up: 1980s to 1990

In the lead-up to the events of 1990,
Kashmirwas in ferment. Sheikh Abdullah had
died in 1982, and the leadership of the
National Conference passed on to his son
Farooq Abdullah, who won the 1983 election.
But within two years, the Centre broke up the
NC, and installed dissident Ghulam
Mohammed Shah as Chief Minister. This led
to huge disaffection and political instability.
The Jammu & Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF)
stepped up its activities, and the hanging of
the militant leader Magbool Bhat in 1984
added to the sense of foreboding. In 1986, af-
ter the Rajiv Gandhi government opened the
Babri Masjid locks to enable Hindus to offer
prayers there, ripples were felt in Kashmir too.

In Anantnag, the constituency of then
Congress leader Mufti Mohammad Sayeed,
there was a series of attacks on Hindu tem-
ples, and shops and properties of Kashmiri
Pandits, blamed on separatist and secession-
ists. In 1986, as opposition to the Shah gov-
ernment grew, Rajiv Gandhi resurrected
Farooq Abdullah, who became CM once
again. The rigged election of 1987 after which
Abdullah formed the government was a
turning point at which militants took the up-
per hand. The 1989 capitulation to the JKLF in
the kidnapping of Mufti Sayeed’s daughter
set the stage for the next decade.

By then, the Pandits had begun to be tar-
geted. The Valley’s BJP leader Tika Lal Taploo
was shot dead on September 13. Neel Kanth
Ganjoo, a retired judge who had sentenced
Magbool Bhat to death, was shot dead out-
side the J&K High Court in Srinagar on
November 4. Journalist-lawyer Prem Nath
Bhat was shot dead in Anantnag on
December 27. Hit lists of Pandits were in cir-
culation. Waves of panic hit the community,
especially after alocal newspaper published
an anonymous message, allegedly from the
Hizb-ul Mujahideen, asking Pandits to leave.

The night of January 19, 1990

Matters came to a head on January 19. By
then, the Farooq Abdullah government had
been dismissed and Governor’s Rule im-
posed. According to accounts published by
many eminent Kashmiri Pandits, there were
threatening slogans over loudspeakers from
mosques, and on the streets. Speeches were
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SIMPLY PUT

The Kashmir Pandit tragedy

Thirty years ago, the exodus of Kashmiri Pandits from the Valley began. A look at the events leading to and
during the flight, the administration’s role, their plight since, and the dreams of return amid uncertainty

In January 2013, when this picture was taken, retired government employee Omkarnath Bhat, then 75 years old, was the only
Kashmiri Pandit remaining in Haal village of Shopian in South Kashmir. Haal was once home to over 100 Kashmiri Pandit
families, the empty shells of whose homes stood in the village when The Indian Express visited Bhat. Shuaib Masoodi/Express Archive

made extolling Pakistan and the supremacy
of Islam, and against Hinduism.

The Kashmiri Pandit community decided
toleave. On January 20, the first stream began
leaving the Valley with hastily packed be-
longings in whatever transport they could
find. A second, larger wave leftin March and
April, after more Pandits were killed.

OnJanuary 21, the CRPF gunned down 160
Kashmiri Muslim protesters at the Gawkadal
Bridge, which has come to be known as the
worst massacre in the long history of the con-
flictin Kashmir. The two events — the flight of
the Pandits and the Gawkadal massacre —
took place within 48 hours, but for years, nei-
ther community could accept the pain of the
other, and in some ways, still cannot, as each
continues to talk past the other.

According to some estimates, notably by
the Kashmiri Pandit Sangharsh Samiti (KPSS),
of 75,343 Kashmiri Pandit families in January
1990, more than 70,000 fled between 1990
and 1992. The flight continued until 2000.
The KPSS has placed the number of Kashmiri
Pandits killed by militants from 1990 to 2011
at 399, the majority during 1989-90. Some
800 families have remained in the Valley
through these three decades.

Role of the administration

The other contentious question about the
exodus is the role played by the administra-
tion, and more specifically that of the J&K
Governor, Jagmohan.

Newly appointed, he had arrived in
Srinagar on January 19. The Kashmiri Muslim
view of the exodus is that he encouraged the
Pandits to leave the Valley and thus gave a
communal colour to what was until then a
non-religious Kashmiri cause. The Kashmiri
Hindu view is that this is a disingenuous in-
terpretation. They believe that Kashmiri
Muslims, with whom they had lived amica-
bly for centuries, drove them out with a
vengeance in a frenzy of Islamism that they

could not have imagined even months ear-
lier. The truth, many commentators have
concluded, may have been somewhere in the
middle.

Wiajahat Habibullah, then a senior official
in the J&K government and posted in
Anantnag in 1990 as Special Commissioner,
has written (Citizen, April 2015) that in
March 1990, several hundred people gath-
ered in front of his office demanding to know
whey the Pandits were leaving and accused
the administration of encouraging them to
g0, “so that the Army would be free to un-
leash its heavy artillery on all habitations”.
Habibullah denied this and told them that
the Pandits could hardly be expected to stay
when every mosque was blaring threats and
members of their community had been
murdered. He asked Kashmiri Muslims to
make Pandits feel more secure.

Habibullah wrote he also appealed to
Jagmohan “that he telecast an appeal to
Pandits that they stay in Kashmir, assuring
their safety on the basis of the assurance of
the Anantnag residents. Unfortunately, no
such appeal came, only an announcement
that to ensure the security of Pandits, ‘refugee’
camps were being set up in every district of
the Valley, and Pandits who felt threatened
could move to these camps rather than leave
the Valley. Those Pandits in service who felt
threatened were free to leave their stations;
they would continue to be paid salary...”

Other commentary has pointed to how
the government organised transport for flee-
ing Pandits so that they could get to Jammu.

The question of return

The fleeing Pandits did not think they
would never return to the Valley. But as the
situation in Kashmir spiralled into a full-
blown militancy, return began to look remote
if notimpossible. As the numbers arriving in
Jammu increased from thousands to tens of
thousands over the first few months of 1990,

a mostly middle-class community found it-
selfliving in tents in squalid, filthy camps far
removed from the homes they had left be-
hind. Those who had means rebuilt their
lives elsewhere in the country — Delhi, Pune,
Mumbai and Ahmedabad have Pandit pop-
ulations, also Jaipur and Lucknow — or went
abroad. A township of two-room tenements
called Jagti was built in Jammu in the last
decade to house 4,000-5,000 Pandit families
who remained there. In addition, there are
hundreds of families living in government
tenements in Purkhoo on the outskirts of
Jammu, in Nagrota and in Muthi. Some built
new homes and or moved into rented places.
The longing to return to the Valley did not
diminish over the years, though it may have
become more an idea than a real ambition.
Successive governments have promised that
they will help this process, but the situation on
the ground in Kashmir has meant this remains
only anintention. The efforts to resettle Pandits
in the Valley in the last two decades have seen
ghetto-like structures come up invarious parts
of Kashmir, ringed by concertina wire with
heavy security, underlining that normal life is
impossible. There isan acute realisationin the
community that the Valley is no longer the
same that they left behind in 1990. In many
cases, their properties were either immedi-
ately vandalised or sold quickly by the owners
to Kashmiri Muslims. Many fell into disrepair.
As the BJP continues to promise that
Kashmiri Pandits will return, and
#HumWapasjayenge trends on social media,
Kashmiri Muslims also see the return of Pandits
as essential, but reject the idea of their settle-
mentinsecured campsasareplication of Israel-
like Jewish settlements in the West Bank.
OnAugust 5,2019, when the government
did away with special status to J&K, among the
loudest to cheer were Kashmiri Pandits, who
saw it as a long pending “revenge” for what
had happened to them three decades ago. Yet
their return looks as difficult as it ever did.

What new govt order changes in AGR crisis

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

THE LICENSING Finance Policy Wing of the
Department of Telecommunications (DoT)
on Thursday directed all departments not to
take any action against telecom operators if
they failed to clear adjusted gross revenue
(AGR)-related dues as per the Supreme
Court’s recent order.

What it means for operators

The order comes as a huge relief for oper-
ators — mainly Bharti Airtel and Vodafone
Idea — that would have otherwise faced pos-
sible contempt action for not paying dues by

the deadline that ran out on Thursday. There
is no change in the amount they have to pay
— however, it buys them time as they hope
for relief from the Supreme Court, which will
next week hear their plea seeking permis-
sion to negotiate the timeline for payment
of dues with the DoT.

Bharti Airtel and Vodafone Idea together
owe the telecom departmentRs 88,624 crore.
Prior to the DoT order restraining coercive ac-
tion, the companies had told the government
that they would wait for the outcome of the
Supreme Court hearing. Reliance Jio paid up
its dues of Rs 195 crore on Thursday.

What it means for consumers
Alotdepends on what the Supreme Court

rules. The promoters of Vodafone Idea have
shown reluctance to invest more following the
October verdict that asked that AGR-related
dues be deposited by January 23. Thursday’s
DoT order is an interim measure; a setback in
the Supreme Court could potentially lead to
Vodafone Idea’s exit, and the creation of a
Airtel-Jio duopoly. This could lead to bigger
bills, considering it was the cutthroat compe-
tition in the sector that made mobile teleph-
ony and Internet almost universally affordable.

What it means for banks, MFs
The AGR issue has triggered panic in the
banking industry, given that the telecom sec-
tor is highly leveraged. Vodafone Idea alone
has adebt of Rs 2.2 lakh crore that it has used

to expand infrastructure and fund spectrum
payments over the years. The mutual fund
industry has an exposure of around Rs 4,000
crore to Vodafone Idea.

Supreme Court stance so far

On October 24, the court agreed with
DoT’s definition of AGR, and said the compa-
nies must pay all dues along with interest
and penalty. Bharti Airtel and Vodafone Idea
tried to persuade DoT to relax the deadline
and, after failing, moved the court seeking a
review of its judgment. The court dismissed
the review petition last week, and also did
not extend the deadline for paying AGR dues.
Itdid, however, agree on Tuesday to hear the
companies’ modification plea.

How Rohingya issue reached ICJ, what its ruling means for Myanmar

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

ON WEDNESDAY, the International Court of
Justice (IC]) ruled that Myanmar must take
effective measures to protect its Rohingya
Muslims, including protecting evidence re-
lating to allegations of genocide. Itis impor-
tant to note that these directions are “provi-
sional measures” until the IC] can finally
decide if Myanmar has been committing an
ongoing genocide against the Rohingya. The
final verdict could take several years.

What is the case against Myanmar?

In November last year, the Republic of
the Gambia moved the IC] against
Myanmar over alleged violations of the
Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. The

Gambia urged the IC] to direct Myanmar to
stop the genocide, ensure that persons com-
mitting genocide are punished, and allow
the “safe and dignified return of forcibly dis-
placed Rohingya”.

The Gambia and Myanmar are parties
to the Genocide Convention that allows a
party to move the IC] for violations.
According to Article 9 of the Genocide
Convention, “Disputes between the
Contracting Parties relating to the interpre-
tation, application or fulfillment of the pres-
ent Convention, including those relating to
the responsibility of a State for genocide or
for any of the other acts enumerated in ar-
ticle III, shall be submitted to the
International Court of Justice at the request
of any of the parties to the dispute”.

The Gambia also sought six provisional
measures against Myanmar including its
cooperation with United Nations bodies in-

vestigating the Rohingya issue.

How did Myanmar respond?

Myanmar asked the IC] to remove the
case fromiits list, citing lack of jurisdiction of
the court. Myanmar alleged that the pro-
ceedings before the court were instituted
by the Gambia, not on its own behalf, but
rather as a “proxy” and “on behalf of” the
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC).
Gambia is a member of the OIC, which in-
cludes 53 Muslim-majority nations.
Myanmar cited the Gambia’s reliance on
OIC documents to allege genocide and said
the Gambia did not point to specific viola-
tions of the Genocide Convention.

The court refused to accept Myanmar's
argument and said the fact that the Gambia
“may have sought and obtained the support
of other States or international organizations
in its endeavour” does not take away from

its right to bring a case against Myanmar.

Does the I(J ruling indict Myanmar?

Although a ruling against Myanmar
dents its image internationally, the order of
provisional measures does not translate
into a finding against Myanmar. While
granting provisional measures, the courtis
not required to ascertain whether Myanmar
violated the Genocide Convention. The
court found that it is sufficient at this stage
“to establish prima facie the existence of a
dispute between the Parties relating to the
interpretation, application or fulfillment of
the Genocide Convention”.

Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi's per-
sonal appearance before the IC] to lead the
defence of the military, however, shows the
great stakes her country had in the case. In
her 30-minute speech, she said the military’s
action against certain local armed groups

was an ‘internal conflict’; she did not use the
term Rohingya to define the ethnic minority.

What happens if Mynamar does not
comply with the provisional measures?

For its part, Myanmar has denied that
its military or paramilitary has participated
in a genocide of Rohingya and it is unlikely
to alter its position.

Provisional measures are essentially a re-
straining order against a state whenacaseis
pending and can be seen as, at most, a cen-
sure. Provisional orders cannot be challenged
and are binding upon the state. However,
limitations in enforcing decisions of the IC]
are widely acknowledged by law experts.

What are these limitations?

As per Article 94 of the Charter of the
United Nations, all member states are re-
quired to comply with decisions of the IC].

However, any action by a state can be se-
cured only through consent of the state in
international law.

When a state fails to comply, the
Security Council has the power to impose
sanctions against itand ensure compliance
when international security and peace are
at stake. So far, the Security Council has
never taken a coercive measure against any
country to get an IC] ruling implemented.

Even with the steppingin of the Security
Council, there are several hurdles in enforce-
ment of I(] decisions. Any one of the five per-
manent members of the Security Council
with veto powers can block the enforcement
of an (] decision against itself orits ally. For
example, in Nicaragua v United States (1989)
where the IC] ruled against the US holding it
responsible forillegal military and paramil-
itary activities in and against Nicaragua, the
US refused to abide by the ruling.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

RUMBLINGS IN RANCHI

The West Singhbhum murders are a test for the Soren
government. The guilty must be punished

HE FIRST CABINET decision of the Hemant Soren government in Jharkhand,

elected to office in December, was to withdraw the cases related to the

Pathalgadi movement. This made eminent sense since these cases, many in-

volving charges of sedition, had no basis and were clearly meant to crush a
movement that argued for self-rule by Adivasis, promised under the Panchayats
(Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, a 1996 law. However, the murder of seven persons
in West Singhbhum, allegedly by members of the Pathalgadi movement, has forced the
government on the defensive. Chief Minister Hemant Soren has promised that the law will
take its own course and the guilty will be punished. He will be held to his word.

The JMM, in alliance with the Congress and the R]D, won the assembly elections in
December by identifying itself primarily as a custodian of adivasi interests. It advocated a
soft approach towards the Pathalgadi movement and promised to withdraw cases against
people associated with it. This was in contrast to the BJP government’s hardline stance
which held the tribal identity assertion as antithetical to the development goals of the
state. That the JMM agenda resonated with the adivasi population is evident from it sweep-
ing the tribal belt in the assembly poll. Land alienation and a resurgent pride in the adivasi
cultural identity, issues flagged by the Pathalgadi movement, were instrumental in tribals
consolidating in favour of the JMM. The resolve of the Soren government in upholding the
law will be tested now since the murders are suspected to be the handiwork of support-
ers of the Pathalgadi movement: The murdered men, reportedly, were opposed to the
movement. While people have a right to organise peacefully around Adivasi rights and
eveninsiston self-rule, asimagined under PESA, no one can take the law into their hands.
This message needs to go down to the people lest they should think that a friendly govern-
ment is a passport to eliminate rivals and force its agenda.

At its core, the Pathalgadi movement is a continuation of an important strand in adi-
vasi politics that has espoused a progressive social and economic agenda for decades. It
argued for Adivasi control over land, water and other natural resources and advocated a
transformative development agenda for the community. The movement, led mainly by
JMM, was successful in carving out the Jharkhand state from Bihar. However, the radical
spirit of the movement was lost as its leaders pursued political power. Corruption be-
came pervasive and governance took a back seat. The Pathalgadi movement can be a cor-
rective force in Jharkhand politics and reshape the state’s development priorities. But for
that, it needs to guard against becoming a prisoner of a militant agenda; it must reimag-
ine its politics and enable social transformation by engaging with the state.

LADY GAGANAUT

India’s human spaceflight programme will be trailblazed by an
anthropomorphic robot powered by artificial intelligence

HE FIRST GAGANAUT to head for space in an Indian craft will not be human,

but humanoid. The anthropomorphic robot named Vyomamitra, which has

been unveiled by Isro, will fly two missions to test the technological environ-

ment which human gaganauts will inhabit on India’s first demonstration of
human spaceflight in 2022, as well as the systems and instruments that they would use.
Vyomamitra cannot test the cabin ecosystem, of course — she would not be able to breathe
the air — but she is perfectly capable of issuing commands, activating switches and, ob-
viously, communicating with earth. Driven by speech synthesis software and artificial
intelligence, her prototype has already chatted with people at the Isro event where she
was introduced to the public, and future iterations will be able to give company to human
travellers at the loneliest frontier.

Vyomamitra will be executing the pioneering role which has traditionally been given
to animals — testing systems for survivability. Fruit flies and monkeys were the first be-
ings to lift off, riding V2 rockets with devices monitoring their vital signs. Cats and rats went
to space, though all the publicity went to Laika, the first dog to get out there. However, us-
ing a humanoid robot is obviously more useful, because it can be used to replicate the
behavioural and operational responses of a human. Indeed, robots need not remain pio-
neers testing survivability, or assistants to human crew, but are expected to crew mis-
sions that are too prolonged or too dangerous for a human pilot.

As India prepared for human flight, in August 2019, the Russian space agency
Roscosmos sent up the anthropomorphic robot Skybot F-850 to dock with the
International Space Station. The mission has halted because of technical issues. But if the
nation which pioneered human spaceflight with Yuri Gagarin’s mission in 1961 is send-
ing humanoid robots into space, survivability testing is not the only legitimate goal of
missions powered by artificial intelligence and robotics. They also provide opportunities
to test and develop these technologies under circumstances that do not prevail on earth.
The inputs, goals and skills learned are different and while Al on earth specifically focuses
on creating systems which do not think like humans, the space industry would value sys-
tems that are human-like, to stand in for crew. Vyomamitra represents the very first it-
eration of Al in space, and later generations could prove to be as essential for spaceflight
as cryogenic engines.

JUST A NAUGHTY BOY

Terry Jones helmed Monty Python into a cult following.
But he was never audacious

OU DON'T NEED to follow me. You don’t need to follow anybody. You have got

to think foryourselves. You are all different,” pleads the eponymous protagonist

of Life of Brian. Alarge crowd in Roman-occupied Judaea responds in agreement:

“Yes, we are different”. But then someone mumbles, “No, 1 am not”. These lines
lampooned arange of group loyalties — from religio-spiritualist to socialist-communist. Brian
would go on to skewer humanity’s quest for amessiah while caricaturing political militants,
tyrants, Latin, even those who throw stones. It was heresy at its best. Christians, Protestants
and Jewish groups protested. Life of Brian was banned in Ireland, Norway and several British
municipalities. Butits writer-director Terry Jones, who passed away on Wednesday, was un-
fazed. Life of Brian was followed by the even more heretical, Meaning of Life.

The creative force of the cult British Comedy sextet, Monty Python, Jones was per-
haps the least flamboyant of the group. He met fellow Python, Michael Palin, in Oxford
University in the late 1960s. In 1999, the two were joined by the Cambridge graduates, John
Cleese and Graham Chapman, and later, the song-writer and musician, Eric Idle, and an-
imator Terry Gilliam. The ensemble came together on the BBC comedy show, Monty
Python Flying Circus. Jones co-directed the Python film, Monty Python and the Holy Grail
with Gilliam. The two also came together for Meaning of Life.

Amedievalist of distinction, Jones evoked the legendary British monarch, King Arthur
to poke fun at larger than life personalities. He parodied Catholic attitudes towards con-
traception in a song-and-dance number in Meaning of Life. The humour was never larger
than life. Perhaps that had something to with Jones’ personality, typified by the line spo-
ken by Brian’s mother — arole, he himself assayed — “He is no messiah. Just a naughty boy”.
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WORDLY WISE
WHETHER WE ARE BASED ON CARBON OR ON SILICON
MAKES NO FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCE; WE SHOULD EACH
BE TREATED WITH APPROPRIATE RESPECT. — ARTHUR C. CLARKE

The human face of law

A mercy petition allows for rectifying miscarriage
of justice, mitigates errors in the legal system

PRATIKSHA BAXI

THE SUPREME COURT'S decision to uphold
the death sentence of the four men found
guilty of the gangrape and torture of a 23-
year-old physiotherapist in a moving bus in
Delhi — which led to an excruciatingly painful
death in December 2012 — is making head-
lines yet again. This time it is the date of the
execution that is making news.

The debate on whether or not death
penalty is a deterrent for rape has been over-
shadowed by a ghoulish fascination with the
technology to execute the punishment. Inan-
ticipation of the execution of the four men,
the media has lamented the lack of execu-
tioners and bemoaned the fact that the Tihar
jail has had to borrow an executioner. The ar-
chitecture of the scaffold has been described
in forensic detail — the idea of the simultane-
ous hanging of four men on a scaffold, espe-
cially constructed for them, produces nerv-
ous excitement. And, the delay is seen as
irritating, as if the hangings would satiate the
public thirst for vengeance. Justice is conflated
with vengeance and the public gaze is fixated
on the gallows.

The judiciary, abashed by the accusations
of delay, has turned the blame on the Tihar
bureaucracy. And the Tihar bureaucracy
inches towards the gallows by moving the
death row convicts to Jail Number Three,
where the hanging will reportedly take place.
Legal procedures, especially those related to
the rights of the death row convicts, are seen
as tactics to prolong the inevitable. Media
columns are not concerned with the ques-
tion of how state violence is staged to obfus-
cate difficult questions of law and life. State
killing is, in fact, made cinematic.

The anticipated hangings have also at-
tracted the energies of NGOs and reformers.
The court turned down the plea of an NGO,
RACO, which wished to induce remorse in
the convicts. A jail reformer wants to recite
the Garuda Purana to the convicts to remove
their fears of being put to death. The NGO is
directing its energy at scavenging the bodies
of the irredeemably condemned to black-
mail them into remorseful consent to har-
vest their organs. The jail reformer takes

AJAY VIR JAKHAR

THOSE IN POWER may not yet be accepting
blame for the barrage of negative news on the
state of the economy, but cracks are appearing
in the facade. In such tumultuous times, the
finance minister began the pre-budget ritual
of consultations. Having inherited a mess, she
faces the challenge of very limited latitude for
budgetary allocations. Her task is com-
pounded by a bureaucratic decision-making
process that is incapable of factoring the im-
ponderabilia of actual livelihoods — one that
does not even properly enumerate those com-
mitting suicide.

The financialisation of policy-making has
set us on an unforgiving trajectory where the
corporate sector has wrung out a commit-
ment from the government of spending Rs
102 lakh crore on infrastructure projects. It
would have been wiser to prioritise invest-
ments in human capital. With around one per
cent of this spend, the government could have
filled all the vacancies and upgraded the abil-
ity of agriculture researchers, farm extension
workers, teachers, doctors and similar profes-
sionals across India. There’s a lot that those in
power don’t know, and they don’t know that
they don’t know. This has culminated in a sup-
ply-side response to a demand slump, predi-
cated on cutting corporate taxes instead of
stimulating consumer demand by raising
spending under MGNREGA or a one-time
higher PM-Kisan dole out.

Since, it’s equally important to augment
government revenues, a beginning can be
made by scrapping schemes such as the

It is important for law to
remind itself of humanity
because it has the monopoly
over lawful killing. Law’s
violence is distributed at
different institutional sites,
mostly wielded by the police
and the prison officials in the
field of criminal law. Such
violence also lends

validity to other forms of
violence, encounter killings
for example.

upon himself to read the Hindu text to pre-
pare the condemned, as if he knows that the
residual legal remedy of a “mercy petition”is
an empty formality.

The President has turned down the
mercy petitions. The President’s statement,
“Rape convicts under the POCSO Act should
not have the right to file mercy petition.
Parliament should review mercy petitions” is
troubling. The right to file a mercy petitionis
a constitutional right of a death row convict.
While child sexual abuse deserves condem-
nation and strict liability laws should be im-
plemented, the suspension of mercy in such
cases cannot be justified on the grounds that
such abuse is exceptional violence.

Death penalty is not a feminist demand.
Feminists have consistently argued for fem-
inising procedure and fair trial. They have
contended that more victims will be killed by
rapists if death penalty was written into the
rape law. This was also the view of the Verma
Committee in 2013.

The problems with the implementation
of POCSO are overshadowed by such populist
and constitutionally-puzzling statements.
The provision for mercy allows for rectifying
miscarriage of justice or doubtful conviction
or errors of the legal system as a result of
which the law can become a killing machine.
It allows for rectifying errors in the face of a
lawyers’ boycott and poor legal representa-
tion. It also allows for recognition of remorse
and reformation, acknowledges the sanctity
of life and recognises that when the law kills,
it sacrifices its own humanity.

It is important for law to remind itself of
humanity because it has the monopoly over
lawful killing. Law’s violence is distributed at
different institutional sites, mostly wielded
by the police and the prison officials in the
field of criminal law. Such violence also lends
validity to other forms of violence, encounter
killings for example. The so-called “en-
counter” killings of the suspects in the rape
and murder of a woman in Hyderabad re-
cently was justified on the grounds that the
death row convicts in the December 2012
case were yet to be hung. This flimsy excuse

Focus ON FARMERS

Government must engage in a collaborative effort with farmer groups

Since, it’s equally important
to augment government
revenues, a beginning can be
made by scrapping schemes
such as the Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojna and saving
over Rs 20,000 crore
annually. The government
would be better advised to go
back to the drawing board in
consultation with farmers.

JANUARY 24, 1980,

TENSE SUBCONTINENT
PRESIDENT NEELAM SAN]JIVA Reddy ex-
pressed “grave concern” at the intervention
of outside forces and induction of arma-
ments into India’s neighbourhood as this had
created a “dangerous situation” for India and
the region. The developments in Afghanistan
had highlighted the re-emergence of the
Cold War. Turning countries in India’s neigh-
bourhood into a theatre of big power rival-
ries was “totally unacceptable”, he said at
joint session of Parliament.

RESERVATION MOVES
HOME MINISTER ZAIL Singh introduced in
the Lok Sabha a Constitution amendment Bill

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojna and saving
over Rs 20,000 crore annually. The govern-
ment would be better advised to go back to
the drawing board in consultation with farm-
ers. Similarly, alcohol must also be brought
under the ambit of GST at the highest tax slab.
After states are compensated for forgoing
their alcohol revenues, the central pool will
benefit by an additional Rs 30,000 crore. It’s
also time to impose a tax on digital services
and e-commerce companies rather than re-
duce PDS allocations to rein in the balloon-
ing deficit as proposed by some economists.
Changed circumstances and new under-
standing requires innovative approaches to
policy-making. The government must finance
along-term study for developing a metrics for
valuing farm eco-system services whereby
farmers are paid for services to conserve the
environmentinaway that ensures economic
sustainability of the farmer and also India’s
food security. Forinstance, farmers can be paid
for rainwater harvesting and upkeep of trees.
The tricky part though is to devise a differen-
tiating metric for varying agro-ecology — a
particular tree, for example, is valued differ-
ently in a rainforest and a desert. A systems
approach is radically different from the pres-
ent structure. Past experience indicates that
it would be foolhardy to expect the Indian
Council of Agriculture Research to develop
one. Having perpetuated a kind of agricultural
practice, it can’t be expected to purge itself.
Rather thanlose another two decades, itis ad-
visable now to engage in a collaborative effort
with a consortium of farmer organisations.

ForTY YEARS AGO

to extend the period of reservation for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, and
the representation for the Anglo-Indian com-
munity by nominationin the Lok Sabha and
the State assemblies, for another 10 years.

ARrMS To PAK

INDIA HAS TOLD the US that the nature and
range of arms being supplied to Pakistan does
not tally with the professed purpose behind
the arms aid. External Affairs Minister PV
Narasimha Rao told the Lok Sabha that the
matter would also be taken up during the visit
to India of President Carter’s emissary, Clark
Clifford. He hoped the dialogue would bear
fruitand “some improvement” will be made.

for state killing of suspects operates on two
planks: Blaming the delay in executions and
exceptionalising rape.

Today, more than ever, death penalty is ju-
stified by evoking sexual violence. And, sexu-
alviolence is framed as an exception. But with
the rise of death penalty, states like Uttar Pra-
desh have seen the worst ways of killing rape
victims. Death penalty does not deter rape.

Itis also not a coincidence that the num-
ber of extra judicial killings of rape-accused
increases with the increase in capital offences
in the rape law. The abolitionist argument be-
comes even more important in relation to ex-
tra-judicial violence. This is because the jus-
tification of state violence — judicial or
extra-judicial — also tells us of the law forget-
ting its own quest for humanity. While the
victim’s family may find closure only through
the hanging, collective healing cannot be
found through spectacles of state violence.

When society celebrates an encounter
killing of rape suspects, our judiciary should
WoOTrTYy.

It should remember that there are no
briefs without petitioners. Without any briefs
of injustice, there is no doctrine or jurispru-
dence. And constitutionalism emerges only
when petitioners approach the courts. The
jurisprudence on the rights of death row con-
victs cannot emerge without appeals to the
court. In turn, one expects the judiciary to en-
gage with constitutional issues of life and dig-
nity, especially when it activates law as a
killing machine and agrees to sacrifice law’s
humanity for the conscience collective.

When feminist lawyers such as Rebecca
John and Vrinda Grover approach the courts
to represent the death row convicts, they do
so with ethical responsibility. They teach us
to think of law’s quest for humanity. While
abolitionists cannot appeal to the trauma-
tised parents of the dead victim to forgive the
accused, it is ethical to insist that an execu-
tion is a sacrifice of law’s humanity.

The writer is associate professor, Centre for
the Study of Law and Governance, Jawaharlal
Nehru University

There is an ambiguous provision to levy
income tax on “dairying”. Either the provision
should be removed or it should be clarified
thatitdoes notinclude dairy farmers. Dairying
is a part of agriculture and as per the
Constitution, it is a state subject. The Centre
cannot levy income tax on dairy farmers.
Removing such quirks will improve ease of
doing business. A simple notification to man-
date a minimum purchase price of Rs 32 per
litre for milk by institutional buyers will help
regain some of the lost trust.

A suggestion that was met with consid-
erable interest at the finance ministry’s meet-
ing was on providing eggs sourced from back-
yard poultry for the mid-day meal scheme.
Backyard poultry is about farmer families
keeping chicken at home. The benefits will
be multi-dimensional; protein for school chil-
dren, no-leeway for adulteration, less food
miles, families regaining self-esteem, devel-
oping community spiritand jobs in all six lakh
villages across the country. The enabling fac-
tor is not eggs, but the process of sourcing
eggs from marginal, small and landless farm-
ers. A competitive bidding process or allow-
ing participation of commercial poultries will
kill that very objective.

The finance minister had suggested ex-
tending the discussion to local sourcing of
other products for mid-day meals. However,
the current nutrition policy of India, increas-
ingly influenced by commercial interests, is
unlikely to enablet.

The writer is chairman, Bharat Krishak Samaj

PROBE AGAINST SHAH

AN INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION to probe
the alleged violation of human rights under
the regime of the former Shah of Iran is part
of the “package agreement” that the UN
secretary general, Kurt Waldheim, has
worked out with the government of Iran for
the release of the American hostages.
Speaking to newsmen at Delhi airport
before his departure for Pakistan, Waldheim
said he was still holding negotiations with
the Iranian authorities for the hostages’ re-
lease and expressed hope that with the
setting up of the inquiry commission “it will
be possible to iron out the remaining
problems”.
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When students are restive

While protecting the right of students to dissent, we also need to reeducate ourselves about keywords such
as freedom, democracy and equality. A dialogic civic engagement is essential for hope to triumph over hatred

RUKMINI BHAYA NAIR

A POLITICIAN NOT hungry for power is al-
most as hard to imagine as a tiger that ab-
jures meat. His natural diet is power, partic-
ularly over the grand narrative of history. An
academic, on the other hand, is a herbivore,
whose predilection is for interpretative am-
biguity, an abiding tendency to ferret out the
flaws in received historical texts. The
metaphoric division among these groups is
demonstrable. There’s a Marx for every
Marat, and a Gandhi for each Gibbon. History
arranges, too, for occasional disturbing con-
frontations, in a broadly Weberian sense, be-
tween these putative “types” of social agent.

In the student protests that have occurred
across the country over the past month, we
have witnessed clashes that could partially
be described in terms of Weber’s notion of
“disenchantment”. True, political parties
have quickly jumped on the bandwagon and
aligned themselves with or against the
movement. Yet, among university students,
the slow burn of a smouldering resentment
has been apparent for some years. This was
bound to flare up sooner or later. From fo-
cused anger against caste and religious dis-
crimination and severe fee-hikes to a gener-
alised discontent about mediocre teaching
and alack of prospects after graduation, stu-
dents have felt disenfranchised. In certain sit-
uations, they have committed suicide, surely
the ultimate act of protest. Only last semes-
ter, one of my best students in the engineer-
ing sciences told me that he did not want a
job, nor did he want to do research; he just
wanted to “do nothing”. Small, everyday an-
ecdotes like this raise big troubling questions
about a story that has captivated us of late.
This is the joyous narrative of the “demo-
graphic dividend” wherein an overwhelm-
ingly young, aspirational India on the move
will beat all odds. The irony is that it is exactly
this population that is now showing signs of
acute distress, manifest in their widespread
opposition to the Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA) and the National Register of
Citizens (NRC).

Several analysts have, however, raised the
question: Why these particular inflexion
points? What is it about the CAA and NRC
that has so mobilised our youth? Itis here the
idea of “disenchantment” could help us —
and we will certainly need such framework
of analysis as these “leaderless” movements
develop.

The argument, following Weber, would go
abit like this: As individuals born into moder-
nity, we are not disenchanted just because
something awful happens to us personally,
such as a series of tragedies in the family.Ina
society like India, we might rely on the tradi-
tional consolations of karma or kismet to ex-
plain these terrible happenings. The personal
is decidedly not the political here.

Disenchantment, on the other hand, takes
hold when large, shared ideals such as those
fostered by contemporary nation-states ap-
pear to fail citizens or when there are severe
clashes of ideology about how to arrive at a
cooperative goal such as universal employ-
ment or healthcare. Political ideals immensely
bigger than personal dilemmas tend, in short,
to trigger affective “disenchantment”. Both
the CAA and NRC turn on the central concept

SUSHANT SINGH

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING urban youth usu-
ally ring in the new year in Delhi with their
socio-economic equals in stratified environs
of clubs, pubs, restaurants and homes. But
this new year’s eve, it was at radically differ-
ent places — on the road outside the Jamia
Millia Islamia University or at Shaheen Bagh
— two of the most iconic places linked with
the recent civic protests against the CAAand
NRC. Here they mingled freely with people
they would rarely interact with as equals, and
that too, in a public space.

If that was not radical enough, what hap-
pened at the midnight hour was a moment
that portends something significant for India
in the coming decade. As the clock struck 12,
those gathered there broke into the national
anthem. Never has any public gathering in
post-Independent India witnessed such a
passionate singing of the national anthem,
not even after a major sports victory when
patriotism and nationalism are usually at
their apogee.

The singing of the national anthem by the
people at Shaheen Bagh or outside Jamia
took no one by surprise. From the day they
started, these civic protests were marked by
lusty wavings of the national tricolour, pub-
lic readings of the Preamble to the
Constitution, and now, the singing of the na-
tional anthem. Cynics can allege that this was
part of a tactical ploy by the protestors to

of “the citizen”, which is precisely the sort of
capacious domain that can inspire ideas of
national unity, as well as widespread disen-
chantment. This is because they raise for the
youth of this country (and for all of us) a dif-
ficult question that may have gone unasked
intheir lifetimes, namely: What makes some-
one a citizen and can some citizens be less
equal than others in the eyes of the state? So
fundamental is this query about the consti-
tution of our society that we cannot shy away
from a vigorous debate on the subject. And
we must remain stubbornly committed to
protecting the rights of our students to gather
peacefully and speak out forcefully. We have
also to reeducate ourselves, almost 75 years
after Independence, about the meaning of
words we have since often carelessly taken
for granted — keywords such as freedom,
democracy and equality. This dialogic “citi-
zens route” is our only, fairly narrow, path to-
wards “re-enchantment” or the magical tri-
umph of hope over hatred.

Weber maintained that people can be so
charmed by the ideals that “charismatic”
leaders place before them that they are ready
to put their material well-being and even their
lives at risk for these idealist causes. India, of
course, has had no dearth of such charismatic
personalities both in its “religious” past and
its “secular” present. However, it is when such
leaders are seen as non-performing or ma-
nipulative that the processes of disenchant-
ment set in. Weber (a thinker whose lifespan
ranroughly parallel to Gandhi’s) was himself
pretty disenchanted by the post World War |
scenario. He regarded the bureaucracy of his
time as an “iron cage”, discerned “dirt, muck,
dung and horseplay” everywhere, castigated
politicians as “windbags” and opined that left-
ists like Rosa Luxemburg belonged in “the zo-
ological gardens”. Do we not hear echoes in
these choice phrases about our own current
discontents?

Toreturn here to the theme of student un-
rest with which I began, we know the word
“student” is paired with the word “teacher”
inan inextricable semantic conjunction. Like
“parent-child” or “husband-wife”, not to
mention the Hegelian “master-slave” dual-
ity,an understanding of one part of these ex-
pressions implies knowledge of the mean-
ing of its “other”. It is this long-standing
relationship that has been destabilised today.
As ateacher over the past 30 years, the naive

The awesome power of
robot-avatars and social
media to guide our emotions
and of tech-companies and
governments to covertly
watch, not to say control our
actions, now requires us to
radically update Weber fs
crucial insights concerning
enchantment and social
action. A revised partnership
agreement between teachers
and students is therefore
urgently called for as we
enter this unknown nth
space of citizenship. There fs
no doubt in my mind that it
is in this cyber-world of
augmented reality that vital
battles over possible
disenchantments will be
fought in the future.

CR Sasikumar

thought that I want to end with concerns the
reversal of the basic “teacher-student” pair-
ing in an environment where mesmerising
new enchantments that Weber never antic-
ipated have entered our world.

If Thomas Carlyle wrote in the 19th cen-
tury, at a time when the diversification of
knowledge via the technological invention
of the printing press was well underway,
that the “true university” of his day was “a
collection of books”, perhaps the true uni-
versity of our times is the Internet. An im-
mediate reconsideration of the teacher-stu-
dent, guru-shishya, compact is prompted
by this simple comparison. Today, our cell-
phones are not only our most intimate
companions but de facto the most go-to
sources of knowledge. They are our most
creative teachers — or are they? Certainly,
we have to concede that our students are
much more at home in, and ready to engage
with, this beguiling virtual world than we
are. Online witnesses to methods of dissent
ranging from Me-Too marches in the US to
student uprisings in Egypt and Hong Kong,
they have observed the exhilarating power
of tiny hand-held devices to bring down en-
tire regimes.

Concurrently, the awesome power of ro-
bot-avatars and social media to guide our
emotions and of tech-companies and gov-
ernments to covertly watch, not to say con-
trol our actions, now requires us to radically
update Weber’s crucial insights concerning
enchantment and social action. A revised
partnership agreement between teachers
and students is therefore urgently called for
as we enter this unknown nth space of citi-
zenship. There’s no doubt in my mind thatit
is in this cyber-world of augmented reality
that vital battles over possible disenchant-
ments will be fought in the future. In the
present, though, we are left with Weber's
implicit suggestion that the best political ac-
tion cannot but extensively involve our uni-
versities since “it is the intellectual who
transforms the concept of the world into the
problem of meaning”.

The writer is Professor of Linguistics and
English, Emerita, at IIT Delhi. The views
expressed here are her own. Her latest book
is Keywords for India: A Conceptual
Lexicon for the Twenty-First Century, co-
edited with Peter deSouza

With a flag, song and book

Reclaiming national symbols is an act of political genius and imagination

shield themselves from being labelled “anti-
national”. But that argument is rebutted by
the fact that these protests, all over the coun-
try, are neither centrally directed nor cen-
trally organised. In fact, it is not unusual to
witness multiple protests by various groups
at the same site, merging and demerging at
the same time, ruling out any possibility of a
devious diktat by a central authority for
everyone to flaunt the national symbols.

The presence of national symbols and
icons is simultaneously marked by an ab-
sence of religious and sectarian symbols, even
though the issue directly affects the Muslim
community. This is not coincidental, but
points to a critical shift in the form and man-
ner of civic protests and democratic engage-
mentin India’s public spaces.

How does a group of citizens perceive, ar-
ticulate and negotiate their citizenship
claim? The young Muslim, who has been the
ideological and organisational fountainhead
of these protests in her community, has not
chosen religion or community as a means of
intermediation with India’s democracy. She
has instead chosen the Constitution as the
instrument to engage with the democratic
setup and assert her citizenship as an Indian,
without sacrificing her Muslim identity.

Itis this wilful choice which makes the tri-
colour and the national anthem such a natu-
ral fit in these protests, unlike a forced effort

to place a tricolour among a sea of party or
religious flags. Moreover, the Constitution, as
the intermediary, has provided the metaphor
for members of all classes, castes, communi-
ties and demographics to join these protests
— these larger solidarities are at the heart of
the optimism, creativity and enthusiasm wit-
nessed on the streets. It reinforces the politi-
cal argument that citizenship and democracy
belong together — naturally compatible and
mutually complementary.

Every single dimension of the concept of
citizenship is being challenged by the CAA-
NRC regime of the Narendra Modi govern-
ment: Citizenship as a legal status, citizen-
ship as a bundle of rights and entitlements,
and citizenship as a sense of identity and be-
longing. While the government officials want
to restrict the contestation to one of a legal
status, the ruling party politicians are keen
to limit it to that of the Muslim identity. A ne-
gotiation of the idea of citizenship is inher-
ently full of tensions and contradictions. But
by placing the Constitution at the centre of
the public space and the national debate, the
young have involved all the aspects and ex-
panded it to alarger question about the kind
of India that they want, defeating all attempts
to limit it either only to the victimisation of
Muslims or to alegal contest over anew law.

There is a sharp distinction between cit-
izenship obtained through struggle and cit-

izenship as a gift of the state. In India, the idea
of citizenship evolved at the end of a pro-
longed struggle for the country’s freedom,
forging it with the idea of India. The idea of a
civic struggle for citizenship has thus been
intricately linked with the idea of India,
which also fits in with the modern liberal dis-
course of civil and political rights. National
symbols — the tricolour, the preamble and
the national anthem — are situated at the
confluence of these ideas, and the young
have started their march towards reclaiming
the idea of India by reclaiming the national
symbols of India.

Thisis a generation accused of being con-
sumed by a sense of self, often damned for
notventuring beyond their own headphones.
But, by clearly identifying the burden that the
CAA-NRC regime would place on each indi-
vidual, they have made people realise and un-
derstand what the Constitution means to
each and every person.

Reclaiming national symbols, while
bringing life to an abstract idea like the
Constitution, is an act of political genius and
imagination. Any idea becomes a force when
it connects to the self. This idea has brought
the young Indian to the street. Its power can-
not be estimated as yet. It would be a diffi-
cult beast to tame.

sushant.singh@expressindia.com
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Far too often, the state cedes to the demands of undemocratic mobs. A refusal
to look at reality with all its nuances or have honest conversations about
sensitive issues has resulted in a distinctive hypocrisy that permeates Pakistani

The shadow
of Emergency

The SC order on communications lockdownin
Kashmir rejected the government’s attempt to gain
judicial sanction of Emergency-style powers

at all. Perhaps not since Attorney General
Niren De stood up in 1976 and argued that
the Emergency allowed the police to shoot
anyone on sight, had such a claim for naked,
untrammeled executive supremacy been
advanced before the Supreme Court. And
in 1976, at least, there existed the formal
declaration of an Emergency, and the for-
mal suspension of fundamental rights. Here,
the state wanted to universalise the state of
Emergency: Any invocation of the words
“national security” would be treated as con-
clusive proof of the existence of an
Emergency, and a justification for granting
the state near-total impunity.

The acceptance of these arguments
would have taken us down a dark path in-
deed. And it was therefore fortunate that
inthe judgment, both the arguments made
by the state’s lawyers were roundly re-
jected. On the first count, the Court held
that the basic principles of legality and the
rule of law required that the shutdown or-
ders be published and made available to
the people so that they could know the rea-
son why their rights were being restricted,
and to challenge them if they so desired. If
the government wanted to withhold or
redact the orders, or any part of them, it
would have to show in eachindividual case
why that was necessary.

The Court’s second holding was even
more important. It noted that at all times
when the state sought to restrict individual
rights, the principle of proportionality
would apply. Proportionality is crucial, be-
cause it does not content itself merely by
asking whether the state is pursuing a valid
goal in its crackdown upon rights.
Proportionality also queries the means by
which the state has done so. And if the
means are excessive, disproportionate, ir-
rational, or otherwise unconstitutional,
state action is struck down. For example,
one of the important limbs of the propor-
tionality test is whether the state has se-
lected the “least restrictive” or “least intru-
sive” method in order to achieve its goal.
This limb is based upon the idea that even
when it wants to go after terrorists or main-
tainlaw and order, ademocratic state must
at all times respect individual rights to the
maximum possible degree because the
means matter as much as the goal, and the
rights of the individual are not so fragile that
they are simply effaced in the larger “na-
tional interest”.

The proportionality test, thus, would
necessarily require the state to come to the
Court and explain itself. The state would
have to justify why it had taken the steps it
had, whether it had considered taking less
restrictive steps, and, why less restrictive
steps wouldn't work. And this is exactly how
it should be.

The Supreme Court’s judgment, thus, is
an important one, even though it failed to
grant relief to the people whose rights were
before it — the Kashmiris — who have now
been deprived of the internet for more than
five months. It is important because the
strong invocation of the principle of propor-
tionality can be used as a platform for chal-
lenging internet bans across the country;
butalso because the government’s attempt
to gain judicial sanction of Emergency-style
powers was roundly rejected, for now.

GAUTAM BHATIA

THE SUPREME COURT judgment on the
communications lockdown in Kashmir
will be remembered for many things. It
will be remembered for being delivered
during the longest internet shutdown in
any democratic country. It will be remem-
bered for the first apex judicial verdict on
the constitutionality of internet shut-
downs in a country that occupies the top
global spot on the issue, and has more in-
ternet shutdowns than the next nine coun-
tries combined. It will be remembered,
with some disappointment, for laying
down a set of detailed constitutional prin-
ciples, but refraining from applying them
to the case before it, and thus, effectively,
enabling the shutdown to continue, at
least for the foreseeable future.

But more than any of that, the case de-
serves to be remembered for the kinds of
arguments the government, and its lawyers,
made before the Supreme Court. From
August 5, the day of the communications
lockdown and the imposition of Section 144
of the CrPC in Jammu and Kashmir to the
present day, the government has not even
made public the orders that constitute the
legal bases of the lockdown. In other words,
the government took away the fundamen-
tal rights of seven million people without
even the courtesy of informing them why
it was doing so or enabling them to chal-
lenge its decision in court. And before the
Court, the government then argued that it
did not need to do so because the very fact
of publishing the orders would jeopardise
“national security”. In short, the govern-
ment argued for aregime of secret laws and
secret orders, answerable to only the im-
perative of national security.

The government’s second argument was
even more insidious and dangerous. Citing
cross-border terrorism in Kashmir, it effec-
tively argued that it was accountable to no
one as long as it invoked the two magic
words — “national security”. Why had the
internet shutdown been imposed upon an
entire people? Do internet shutdowns actu-
ally help in containing rumour mongering
and stopping violence? Research shows they
do not. If the issue was the use of the inter-
net to “radicalise” people, could there not
have been more targeted and narrower ways
to accomplish the goal, such as a selective
blocking of websites? Could the government
not achieve through its surveillance and in-
telligence network what it was trying to
achieve by cutting off the rights of seven mil-
lion people? Were the damages of the inter-
net shutdown — damages marked by ex-
traordinary financial loss, loss of effective
expression, and granting a shield for state
impunity — justified? According to the state
none of these questions could be even asked,
let alone answered, because all this was in
the domain of “national security”.

“National security” thus became a shib-
boleth that the government, and its lawyers,
used for denying to show the legal basis of
itsactions, and then to deny justifying them

Bhatia is one of the lawyers appearing in the
communications lockdown case

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CAPITAL MISTAKE
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Three LETTER OF THE
capital policy’ (IE, January 23). The Shiv WEEK AWARD

Sena-led coalition government in
Maharashtra has reviewed the bullet
train project. Andhra Pradesh’s YSR
Congress has joined the list by modify-
ing the Telugu Desam’s Amaravati
scheme and mooting a three-capital
system. It would be a logistical night-

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the

mare to operate from separate execu- week is published every
tive and legislative capitals. Saturday. Letters may be
Vaibhav, Chandigarh e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
MISSING THE TARGET or sent to The Indian

Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
THIS REFERS TO the article, Three as Noida-UP 201301.
one’ (IE, January 22). According to the
government, the CAA gives citizenship
to the persecuted Hindus, Sikhs, Jains,
Buddhists, Christians and Parsis of
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan.
But the clauses of CAA do not even
mention the word “persecuted”. Does
that mean a Muslim majority country
cannot persecute Muslims? Pakistan
doesn’t consider Ahmadis as Muslims.
Similarly many in India claim there are
no persecuted Hindus. But what about
the Dalits, OBCs or even the poor?

us if any complaint: Rajnath Singh UP”
( IE, January 23). This is a common re-
frain from Narendra Modi, Amit Shah,
and other BJP leaders. If the CAA’s sole
purpose was to give citizenship to those
persecuted outside India, including on
account of their religion, that could
have been done under existing laws.
Granting citizenship have been easily

Ranjit Nimbalkar, Pune  fast-tracked for targeted groups by set-
ting up citizenship counters, offices, or
WHY RELIGION? camps. Why amend the Constitution

and sneak in religion in the citizenship
law of a secular Constitution?
LR Murmu, Delhi

THIS REFERS TO the report, “No one can
dare touch an Indian Muslim, come to



THEINDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY, JANUARY 24,2020

14 'THE WORLD

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

Isabel dos Santos,
Africa’s richest
woman, is a suspect in
afraud case. Reuters

ANGOLA
Warrant likely
for dos Santos

Lisbon: Angola could issue
an international arrest
warrant for billionaire
Isabel dos Santos if she
fails to cooperate with a
fraud investigation in
which she has been
named as a suspect, its
chief prosecutor was
quoted as saying. Angola
has named dos Santos, the
daughter of former
President Jose Eduardo
dos Santos and reputedly
Africa’srichest woman, as
a suspect over alleged
mismanagement and
misappropriation of funds
while she was chair-
woman of state oil firm
Sonangol in 2016-2017.

LIBYA
Sole functioning
airport targeted

Tripoli: Rocket fire tar-
geted the Libyan capital's
sole functioning airport
on Wednesday, dealing
another setback to peace
efforts a day before re-
gional foreign ministers
meet in Algeria to discuss
the crisis. Tripoli’s Mitiga
airport was forced to sus-
pend all flights for several
hours after it was tar-
geted by six Grad rockets,
just nine days after it re-
opened following a truce.
The airport has been hit
multiple times since the
start of an offensive by
forces led by eastern-
based commander
Khalifa Haftar to seize the
capital from the UN-
recognised Government
of National Accord.

VENEZUELA
Guaido plea: We
need your help

Davos: Venezuelan oppo-
sition leader Juan Guaido
on Thursday issued an
emotional plea to politi-
cal and business leaders
at Davos, saying he
needed their interna-
tional help as he could not
achieve change alone.
Guaido is recognised as
Venezuela's interim pres-
ident by the United States
and 50 other countries
but has so far failed to
shift President Nicolas
Maduro from power de-
spite months of struggle
and ongoing economic
crisis. “We are facing an
international criminal
conglomerate and we
need your help,” he told
the World Economic
Forum (WEF), adding
that Venezuela was expe-
riencing an “unprece-
dented tragedy”.

US
Gretatoldto
studyeconomics

Davos: Just when the
Swiss mountain spat be-
tween U.S. President
Donald Trump and Greta
Thunberg seemed to
have blown over, U.S.
Treasury Secretary Steven
Mnuchin took a new dig
at the young climate ac-
tivist on Thursday. Asked
during a news conference
about Thunberg’s call to
divest from fossil fuels,
Mnuchin said: “Is she the
chief economist? ... After
she goes and studies eco-
nomics in college, she can
come back and explain
thattous.”

AGENCIES

THREE AMERICANS KILLED

FIREFIGHTING PLANE CRASHES IN AUSTRALIA

Three American crew members were killed Thursday when a C-130 Hercules aerial wa-
ter tanker crashed while battling wildfires in southeastern Australia, officials said. The

tragedy brings the death toll from the blazes to at least 31 since September.
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ICJ orders Myanmar toprotect Virus toll rises to 18, China
puts millions on lockdown

Rohingya fromacts of genocide

STEPHANIE VAN DEN
BERG & RUMA PAUL
THE HAGUE, COX'S BAZAAR,
BANGLADESH, JANUARY 23

THE INTERNATIONAL Court of
Justice on Thursday ordered
Myanmar to take urgent meas-
ures to protect its Rohingya pop-
ulation from genocide, a ruling
cheered by refugees as their first
major legal victory since being
forced from their homes.

A lawsuit launched by
Gambia in November at the
United Nations' highest body for
disputes between states accuses
Myanmar of genocide against
Rohingya in violation of a 1948
convention.

The court’s final decision
could take years,and Thursday’s
ruling dealt only with Gambia’s
request for preliminary meas-
ures. But in a unanimous ruling
by the 17 judge panel, the court
said the Rohingya face an ongo-
ing threat and Myanmar must
act to protect them.

Myanmar must “take all
measures withinits power to pre-
ventall acts” prohibited under the
1948 Genocide Convention, and
report back within four months,
presiding Judge Abdulgawi Yusuf
said, reading out a summary of
the judgment.

Myanmar must use its influ-
ence over its military and other
armed groups to prevent vio-

Gambia’s Justice Minister Abubacarr Tambadou waves at
Rohingya representatives at The Hague. Reuters/Eva Plevier

lence against the Rohingya “in-
tended to bring about its physi-
cal destruction in whole or
in part”.

Rohingya activists, who had
come from all over the world to
the Hague, reacted with joy to
the unanimous ruling which also
explicitly recognised their eth-
nic minority as a protected group
under the Genocide Convention.

“That is something we have
been fighting for a long time: to
be recognised as humans the
same as everyone else,” Yasmin
Ullah, a Canada-based Rohingya
activist said. Majority Buddhist
Myanmar generally refuses to
describe the Muslim Rohingya

as an ethnic group and refers to
them as Bangladeshi migrants.
More than 730,000 Rohingya
fled Myanmar after a military-
led crackdown in 2017,and were
forced into squalid camps across
the border in Bangladesh. U.N.
investigators concluded that the
military campaign had been ex-
ecuted with “genocidal intent”.
In camps in Bangladesh
where they have fled, Rohingya
refugees hovered over mobile
phones to watch the judgment.
“For the first time, we have
got some justice,” said
Mohammed Nur, 34. “This is a
big achievement for the entire
Rohingya community.”

Final ruling
may take
@ years

EXPLAINED

THE INTERNATIONAL
Court of Justice has de-
livered a binding ruling
with no chance of ap-
peal and no means of
enforcement. It has ex-
ercised its power to or-
dain provisional meas-
ures while it takes its
time to consider the
broader case in which
Gambia claims that
Myanmar’s military
committed genocide
against the Rohingya.
That ruling could take
years. While the IC] may
have no way to enforce
the ruling, a verdict
against Myanmar may
hurt the country’s repu-
tation and set legal
precedent, considering a
slew of legal challenges
faced by the nation.

A Myanmar government
spokesman and two military
spokesmen did not answer calls
from Reuters seeking comment.

Gambia's justice minister,
Abubacarr Tambadou, hailed the
ruling as “a triumph for interna-
tional justice”. REUTERS

Trump set to be first US president
to attend anti-abortion rally

MICHAEL CROWLEY
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 23

PRESIDENT DONALD Trump
plans to address an annual rally
of anti-abortion demonstrators
on Friday in Washington, in what
would be the first appearance by
a sitting president at the March
for Life, one of the movement’s
marquee events.

Trump’s surprise announce-
ment, made on Twitter on
Wednesday as the Senate began
hearing opening arguments in
his impeachment trial, is his lat-
est gesture of support for a cause
dear to evangelical Christians
who are a core part of his conser-
vative base.

No president has personally
attended the march in its 47-
year history. Past Republican
presidents might have been in-
clined to attend, but either on the
advice of staff or their own in-
stincts saw it as a step too far and
instead showed their supportin
less visible ways, like through re-
mote messages or by meeting
with activists.

Trump, who once called him-
self “very pro-choice,” has until
now addressed the group only re-

Trump
earlier
called
himself
‘very
pro-choice’

motely and welcomed some
marchers at the White House.
But as he has battled for polit-
ical survivalin the face of multiple
investigations and a re-election
campaign, he has made increas-
ingly warm overtures to evangel-
icalsand sought to cast himself as
the most firmly anti-abortion
president in at least a generation.
His administration has al-
ready embraced the march,
which draws thousands of atten-
dees, in unprecedented ways. In
2017, Mike Pence became the
first sitting vice president to at-
tend the event, and the next year,
Mr. Trump became the first pres-
ident to address the rally by
video. In his speech, the presi-
dent vowed that his administra-
tion would “always defend the
very first right in the Declaration
of Independence, and thatis the
right to life.” NYT

During the trial in Washington. Senate Television via AP

Schiff accuses Trump of
bid to cheat in election

MICHAELD SHEAR
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 23

THEHOUSE Democraticimpeach-
ment managers began formal ar-
guments in the Senate trial on
Wednesday, presenting a meticu-
lous and scathing case for convict-
ing President Donald Trump and
removing him from office on
charges of abuse of power and ob-
struction of Congress.

Rep. Adam Schiff of California,
the lead House prosecutor, took
thelecternin the chamber as sen-

Like Earth doesn’t revolve around
Sun: Ghani on Imran’s Haqgani denial

BARUN JHA
DAVOS, JANUARY 23
AFGHANISTAN  PRESIDENT

Mohammad Ashraf Ghani on
Thursday took a jibe at Pakistani
Prime Minister Imran Khan for
denying the existence of the
Haqgqgani network in Pakistan, say-
ing it was like claiming the Earth
does not revolve around the Sun.

Ghani said he is yet to see a
breakthrough in his talks with
Pakistan on this issue, and has
only seen some “good state-
ments” coming out from
Islamabad so far.

Ashraf Ghani, Imran Khan

During an International
Media Council (IMC) interaction
here at WEF 2020 on
Wednesday, Khan had said the
Hagqgani network militant group
was not operating in his country
anymore.

Asked to comment on this
claim during his own IMC inter-
action on Thursday, Ghani said,
“One can also very well say that
Earth doesn’t revolve
around Sun.”

He added that it was good to
see Khan presenting a very good
reform agenda here in Davos, but
such denials were not good.

“I have not seen a break-
through. I have seen good state-
ments but the jury is out on the
outcome. If Haggani didn’t exist
there, then why did Prime
Minister Khan take credit for re-
lease of hostages,” Ghani asked.

PTI

ators sat silently preparing to
weigh Trump’s fate. He accused
the president of a corrupt scheme
to pressure Ukraine for help “to
cheat” in the 2020 presidential
election.

Trump later tweeted, “The
Democrats & Shifty Schiff, whose
presentation to the Senate was
loaded with lies and misrepresen-
tations, are refusing to state that
the Obama Administration with-
held aid from many countries in-
cluding Ukraine, Pakistan,
Philippines, Egypt, Honduras, &
Mexico. Witch Hunt!” NYT

YAWENCHEN &
SEYOUNG LEE
BEIJING, JANUARY 23

CHINA PUT millions of people on
lockdown on Thursday in two
cities at the epicentre of a coron-
avirus outbreak that has killed 18
people and infected more than
630, as authorities around the
world worked to prevent a
global pandemic.

Health officials fear the trans-
mission rate could accelerate as
hundreds of millions of Chinese
travel at home and abroad dur-
ing week-long holidays for the
Lunar New Year, which begins
on Saturday.

Giving details oninfections in
China, state television said 634
cases had been confirmed. By
the end of Wednesday, China’s
National Health Commission
confirmed 17 dead in the central
province of Hubei.

Health authorities in Hebei,
just south of Beijing, said on
Thursday an 80-year-old manin-
fected with the coronavirus had
died there, marking the first con-
firmed death outside Hubei. He
died on Wednesday but was not
confirmed to have been infected
with the virus until Thursday.

The previously unknown
virus strain is believed to have
emerged late last year from ille-
gally traded wildlife at an animal
market in the the capital of
Hubei province, Wuhan.

Most transport in Wuhan, a
city of 11 million people, was sus-

Tulsi Gabbard

Tulsi Gabbard
sues Hillary
over ‘Russian
asset’ remark

Washington: Democratic presi-
dential hopeful Tulsi Gabbard,
the first Hindu lawmaker in the
US Congress, has filed a defama-
tion lawsuit against former
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
seeking USD 50 million in dam-
ages, alleging that she tarnished
herreputation by suggesting her
to be a “Russian asset” and
“favourite of the Russians” in the
2020 White House race.

The lawsuit, filed in New York,
has claimed that Gabbard suf-
fered an economic loss to be
proven at trial. “Hillary calling me
a Russian asset is not only in-
tended to smear my reputation
and derail my campaign...it'salso
intended to silence any voice that
dares to speak out against the es-
tablishment status quo,” Gabbard
said. PTI

Officials check body temperatures of passengers arriving at
Hangzhou from Wuhan, at Hangzhou railway station in
Zhejiang province. China Daily via Reuters

pended on Thursday and people
were told not to leave. Hours
later, neighbouring Huanggang,
a city of about 7 million people,
announced a similar lockdown.

Chinese state media, citing the
Wuhan government’s virus task
force, said the city would suspend
all online car-hailing services on
Friday to “cut off the transmission
of the virus” on a larger scale.

“The lockdown of 11 million
people is unprecedented in pub-
lichealth history,” Gauden Galea,
the World Health Organization's
(WHO) representative in Beijing,
said.

The newly identified coron-
avirus has created alarm because
there are anumber of unknowns
surrounding it. It is too early to
know just how dangerous it is
and how easily it spreads be-

tween people.

There is no vaccine for the
virus, which can spread through
respiratory transmission.
Symptoms include fever, diffi-
culty breathing and coughing,
similar to many other respiratory
illnesses.

Three research teams are to
start work on developing a vac-
cine, a global coalition set up to
fight diseases said. China's Finance
Ministry said it was allocating 1
billion yuan ($145 million) to the
provincial government of Hubei
to help contain the outbreak.

Chinese-ruled Hong Kong,
which has two confirmed cases,
is turning two holiday camps
into quarantine stations as a pre-
caution. Taiwan has banned any-
one from Wuhan from going to
the island. REUTERS

Queen gives assent
as Brexit Bill clears
Parliament hurdle

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LONDON, JANUARY 23

QUEEN ELIZABETH II gave her
formal assent on Thursday for
Britain to end its decades-long
involvement in the European
Union and seek a more inde-
pendent but uncertain future at
the end of the month.

The head of state’s ceremo-
nial approval of the withdrawal
legislation allows Britain to leave
its closest neighbours and trad-
ing partners after years of bicker-
ing and three delays.

Two top EU officials in
Brussels are expected to sign the
separation treaty on Friday and
Prime Minister Boris Johnson —
the pro-Brexit figurehead of
Britain’s seismic 2016 referen-
dum — will put his name onitin
the coming days.

“At times it felt like we would
never cross the Brexit finish line,
but we've doneit,” Johnson said
after both houses of the British
parliament ratified the with-
drawal bill on Wednesday.

“Now we can put the rancour

Anti-Brexit protesters
outside Parliament in
London. Hollie Adams via AP

and division of the past three
years behind us and focus onde-
livering a bright, exciting future.”

The January 31 split caps a re-
markable political comeback for
Johnsonatone of the most difficult
pointsinBritain’s post-war history.

Johnsonwill celebrate his vic-
tory by issuing commemorative
coins and chairing a special cabi-
net meeting in England's pro-
Brexit north on January 31 He will
now be responsible for defining
the terms on which Britain trades
and shares everything from data
tofishing waters with the remain-
ing 27 EU member states.

‘Go outside’: Macron berates Israeli
security during visit to Jerusalem church

ASSOCIATED PRESS
JERUSALEM, JANUARY 23

FRENCH PRESIDENT Emmanuel
Macron on Wednesday lost his
temper with Israeli security
agents during a visit to a French
church in Jerusalem and angrily
ordered one of them to leave the
premises.

The incident occurred during
a spat between Israeli forces and
Macron's own security detail as
he entered the Church of St.
Anne. The church, located in
Jerusalem's Old City, is French

Macron at the Western wall, in the Old City of Jerusalem. AP

state property and Macron did
not want the Israeli guards lead-
ing him inside.

“Everybody knows the rules,”
Macronsaid in Englishas he raised
his voice toward an Israeli security

official. “I don’t like what you did
in front of me. Go outside.”

Israel has deployed thou-
sands of police as dozens of
world leaders, including Macron,
descend upon the city fora com-
memoration ceremony marking
the 75th anniversary of the lib-
eration of Auschwitz.

The scene was reminiscent of
a 1996 visit by then French
President Jacques Chirac, who
also got angry at Israeli security
accompanying himinJerusalem.

Israeli police did not respond
to a request for comment about
the incident.

Annabella Sciorra testifies in Weinstein trial: ‘He raped me’

JANRANSOM &
ALANFEUER
NEW YORK, JANUARY 23

THEY MET at a party in Los
Angeles. She was an up-and-com-
ing actress at the time. He was a
young producer. As they got to
know each other over the next
four years, there were, she said,
some “inappropriate” gestures: a
care package of popcorn and
Valium, a box of chocolate penises.

Then, Annabella Sciorra said

on the witness stand, Harvey
Weinstein raped her. Fighting
back tears, Sciorra testified in ex-
cruciating detail on Thursday toa
rapt courtroom about the night
she says she was attacked. After
shoving his way into her
Gramercy Park apartment, she
said, Weinstein took her to a bed-
room, forced her onto a bed and,
as she sought to fight him off, sex-
ually assaulted her.

“I was trying to get him off
me,” a tearful Sciorra told the
jury. “I was punching him, kick-

Harvey Weinstein leaves court in New York. AP

ing him.” But Weinstein held her
down, she said, adding: “He got
on top of me and he raped me.”

The searing testimony in State
Supreme Court in Manhattan
marked the first time that one of
Weinstein’s numerous accusers
took the stand against him at a
long-awaited criminal trial that
has come to symbolise the
#MeToo movement.

Five more accusers are also ex-
pected to testify that Weinstein at-
tacked them. One of them, an as-
piring actress from Washington

state, has told prosecutors that
Weinstein raped her in a
Manhattan hotel room in 2013.
The second, a production assistant
on one of Weinstein’s television
shows, contends he forced oral sex
on her in his apartment in 2006.
Sciorra’s complaint is too old
to be prosecuted as a rape under
New York law, but prosecutors
from the Manhattan district at-
torney’s office, plan to use heral-
legation will help support a
charge of predatory sexual as-
sault, which carries a possible life

sentence. To prove that charge,
prosecutors must show he com-
mitted a serious sexual offense
against at least two people.
Weinstein is also charged
with two counts of rape and one
count of criminal sexual act.
Damon Cheronis, one of
Weinstein’s lawyers, said during
his opening statement that Sciorra
had been unable to provide inves-
tigators with the exact date of the
alleged rape, indicating only a pe-
riod during the winter months be-
tween 1993 and 1994. NYT
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PorLicy WATCH
F1SCAL DEFICIT

Govt Budget math to
get boost from AGR
mop-up, RBI dividend,
tax dispute resolution

SUNNY VERMA &
AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

EVEN WITH the Centre expect-
ing to face significant shortfall
inmop-up from taxes and dis-
investment in the current fis-
cal, it will partly make up via
unexpected revenues from a
tax dispute resolution scheme,
Supreme Court mandated
payments related to adjusted
grossrevenue (AGR)from tele-
com companies and higher-
than-Budgeted dividend pay-
out from the RBL

Reduction in expenditure
by ministries in the last quar-
ter of the current fiscal, as sug-
gested by the Union Finance
Ministry, would further helpin
cushioning the fiscal situation.
Analysts note the revenue loss
from corporate tax rate cutan-
nounced last September will
not be more than Rs 70,000-
80,000 crore, as
against Rs 1.45
lakh crore esti-
mated earlier by
the government.

Though a
breach in fiscal
deficit is being
anticipated,
these steps com-
bined would help contain its
quantum. Rough calculations
suggest the government may
get Rs 2.36 lakh crore from
these unexpected revenue
sources, while the shortfall
from taxes and disinvestment
is Rs 3.10 lakh crore, resulting
in a fiscal deficit of around 3.7
per cent of GDP, which could
evenslip further, givenalower
7.5 per cent nominal GDP
growth rate projected in the
government’s firstadvance es-
timates. The Budget had
pegged fiscal deficit at 3.3 per
cent of GDP for 2019-20.Ina
report on economy on
Wednesday, India Ratings &
Research said it expects short-
fallin taxand non-tax revenue
toresultin the fiscal deficit slip-
ping to 3.6 per cent of GDP.

The highest collection
among the unexpected
sources would likely come
from payments by telcos, even
though they have sought are-
view of the payment deadlines
from the SC. The payout by all
telcos combined could be as
high asRs 1.43 lakh crore after
the dues for spectrum usage
charges (SUC)linked to AGRis
taken into account.

Ina reprieve to Bharti Airtel
and Vodafoneldeaamongoth-
ers, the Supreme Court
Tuesday agreed to hear their
plea seeking permission to ne-

Rough calculations
suggest the Centre
may getRs 2.36lakh
crore from these
unexpected revenue
sources, while the
shortfall from taxes
and disinvestment is
Rs 3.10 lakh crore,
resulting in a fiscal
deficit of about 3.7
per cent of GDP

gotiate the timeline for pay-
ment of AGRwith the DoT next
week. As of July last year, Airtel
had to pay nearly Rs 21,682
crore in AGR dues, while the
combined entity of Vodafone
Ideahastoshelloutasmuchas
Rs 28,308 crore. Reliance
Communications, which is
currently under-
going insolvency
proceedings,
owed the govern-
ment about Rs
16,456 crore as of
July 2019. The
court’s judgment
on AGR had im-
pacted non-tele-
com public sector enterprises,
suchas GAIL, Power Grid, Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation and
RailTel, which are contesting
thelevy.

The government will also
get an additional Rs 58,000
crore, compared to Rs 90,000
crore accounted for as surplus
transfer from the RBI in the
Union Budget 2019-20 for
spending in the current finan-
cial year. The government is
alsoexpectingRs 35,000 crore
under the Sabka Vishwas
(Legacy Dispute Resolution)
Scheme. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, last
week, said “about Rs 35,000
crore has been settled” for
cases related to excise and
service tax regime.

Citing fiscal situation, the
Finance Ministry last month
cut the amount various min-
istries and departments can
spend in the last quarter to a
maximum of 25 per cent of
their Budget estimate for the
entire financial year, as against
the earlier limit of 33 per cent.
The Centre is also expected to
miss on its target from disin-
vestment collections. In this
year’s Budget, the government
has set a disinvestment target
ofRs 1,05,000 crore, compared
to Rs 80,000 crore in 2018-19.
However, the Centre hasraised
only Rs 18,094.59 crore so far.
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RELIANCE JIOONLY TELCO TOCLEARAGRDUES BY PAYING ¥195 CRAS DEADLINE ENDS

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

ON A day when none of the tel-
cos or non-telecom companies,
barring Reliance Jio, turned up
to pay clear their adjusted gross
revenues (AGR) dues, the
Department of Telecomm-
unications (DoT) Thursday
evening issued a letter stating
that there would be no coercive
action against all licensees, both
telecom and non-telecom, until
further orders. The deadline for
telcos and non-telecom compa-
nies to pay the AGR dues was to
end on Thursday.

A detailed status report of
compliance, or otherwise may
be sent to the CGCA (Controller
General of Communication
Accounts) TSP (telecom service
provider)wise on 24.01.2020 by
5PM,” the DoT letter, sent out by
the Licensing Finance Policy
Wing of the DoT, said.

The stance taken by DoT was
also confirmed by Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, who
while speaking to The Indian
Express ruled out the possibility
of immediate and automatic
triggering of contempt of court
case against the companies if
they failed to pay by January 23
deadline.

3L cr sought from non-telco PSUs
a ‘communication gap’: Pradhan

New Delhi: Oil Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said
the Rs 3 lakh crore sought
by the DoT from non-tele-
com PSUs, such as GAIL, Oil
India Ltd and PowerGrid,
was a result of "communi-
cation gap" as these firms
are not liable to pay any
dues following the
Supreme Court's October
24 ruling that non-telecom
revenues of telecom firms
should be included for con-
sidering payments of gov-
ernment dues.

OIL and GAIL, which
were not a party to the liti-
gation that led to the

The letter by DoT was pre-
ceded by early morning corre-
spondence from both Bharti
Airtel and Vodafone Idea to the
telecom ministry, in which the
two companies said that they
would not be paying any AGR
dues as of now as the matter
was “sub-judice”.

DoT officials confirmed re-
ceipt of the letters, and said that
both the companies had re-
quested time until the Supreme

October 24 order, filed clar-
ificatory applications in the
Supreme Court.

Following the October
24 order, the DoT had
sought Rs 1.47 lakh crore
from Bharti Airtel, Vodafone
Idea and 13 other telecom
companies. Parallelly, it
raised a demand of Rs 1.72
lakh crore from gas utility
GAIL India Ltd, Rs 48,000
crore from Oil India Ltd, Rs
40,000 crore from
PowerGrid, Rs 15,019 crore
from Gujarat Narmada
Valley Fertilizers and a few
more demands on firms
such as RailTel. PTI

Court (SC) had heard their mod-
ification pleas.

Officials of the DoT had on
Wednesday told The Indian
Express that they would have
to move a separate civil suit
seeking the apex court’s direc-
tions on what it should do
going ahead, if it seeks to recover
the AGR dues from all the
companies.

According to the October 24,
2019 judgment of the SC, both

‘69% of routine work done by
managers will be automated by 2024’

By 2024, artificial intelligence (AI) and emerging technologies such as virtual
personal assistants and chatbots will replace almost 69 per cent of the
manager’s workload, as per Gartner

OUTLOOK

Currently, managers often need to
spend time filling in forms, updating

information and approving

workflows. By using Al to automate
these tasks, they can spend less time
managing transactions and can invest

THE ROLE

Gartner

more time on learning, performance

management and goal setting

SHORTAGE
Enterprises have
been experiencing
critical talent
shortage for
several years

UNTAPPED POOL
Organisations need to
consider people with
disabilities, an
untapped pool

of critically

skilled talent

ORGANISATIONS EMPLOYING

PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

Gartner estimates that organisations actively
employing people with disabilities

have 89 per cent higher retention

rates, a 72 per cent increase in employee
productivity and a 29 per cent increase

in profitability

AIAND EMERGING
TECHNOLOGIES will

undeniably change the role of

the manager and will allow
employees to extend their
degree of responsibility and

influence, without taking on

management tasks

APPLICATION LEADERS

focused on innovation and Al

are now accountable for
improving worker
experience, developing
worker skills and building

organisational competency in

responsible use of Al

50TH ANNUAL MEETING OF WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM

If I were not a minister today, I would
be bidding for Air India, says Goyal

BARUNJHA
DAVOS, JANUARY 23

ASTHE government works on di-
vesting debt-laden Air India,
Union Minister Piyush Goyal on
Thursday said if he was notamin-
ister, he would be bidding for the
airline. Air India has been in the
red forlong and the governmentis
now in the process of finalising the
contours for its disinvestment.

Responding to a query about
proposed disinvestment of Air
India, BPCLand other companies,
Goyal said in the first term, the
government had inherited an
economy which was in pretty ter-
rible shape. Steps were taken to
put the economy back in shape
and if the government had looked
atdivesting these jewels, itwould
not have got a great value.

He was talking at a session on
‘Strategic Outlook: India’ at the
WEF 2020 here. “If  weren't a
minister today, Iwould be bidding
for Air India. It has some of the best
bilaterals the world over... a well
managed and efficient Air India

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal with Apple
CEO Tim Cook at the 50th World Economic Forum annual
meeting in Davos Thursday. Photo: @PiyushGoyal twitter handle

with lot more good aircraft putin
using these bilaterals is nothing
short of a gold mine to my mind,”
Goyal said. Bilaterals refers to a
pact between two countries that

allows each other’s airlines to op-
erate services with a specificnum-
ber of seats. Goyal holds the port-
folios of Railways as well as
Commerce and Industry. PTI

‘Talks with
EU, UK soon’

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

COMMERCE AND Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal has said
India would hold talks with the EU
and the UK to forge free trade
agreements. He, however, insisted
that the China-dominated
Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP)
pact,inits current form, isan "un-
balanced trade agreement which
is really not fulfilling the guiding
principles on which it started".
India could also clinch a trade
deal with Australia — an RCEP
member — in the next 6-8
months, having revived talks that
were stuck, he said. Speaking ata
session of the WEF Summit, Goyal
also exuded confidence that the
Indian economy is well-poised to
take off and there is growing en-
thusiasm among foreign firms to
investin the country. FE

OF MANAGER
will see a complete
overhaul in the next
fouryears, said

the number of people
with disabilities
employed will triple

M Artificial intelligence
B Emerging technologies

NEARLY 75% of heads
of recruiting reported
that talent shortages
will have a major effect
on their organisations,
according to Gartner

Source: Gartner/PTI

telcos and non-telecom compa-
nies were required to clear their
AGR dues within three months,
the deadline for which expired
on Thursday.

Both Vodafone Idea and
Bharti Airtel had approached
the apex court on Monday seek-
ing its permission to “work out
feasible terms mutually with
DoT (Department of
Telecommunications)” to en-
sure that they remain a “going
concern”.

Vodafone Idea had, in its
plea, said that it was “facing a
huge financial stress and is not
in a position to make either up
front payment of the amounts
due or provide any financial
bank guarantees to securitise
the amounts due”.

On the other hand, Bharti
Airtel, in its plea, stressed upon
the larger ramifications, the fi-
nancial viability of the compa-
nies impacted by the AGR judg-
ment, and large scale job losses
which could happen if no relief
was given.

The apex court had on
October 24 last agreed with the
DoT’s definition of AGR, and said
that the companies, both tele-
com and non-telecom, must pay
all dues they owe to the govern-
ment along with interest and
penalty. Following the judg-

No coercive action against telcos not paying dues: DoT

ment, Bharti Airtel and
Vodafone Idea had unsuccess-
fully tried to persuade the DoT
to relax the deadline for pay-
ment of dues.

Having failed there, the com-
panies then moved the apex
court with a review of the
October 24 judgment.

The review petition, which
was junked by the court last
week, did not give any extension
on the deadline for paying AGR
dues either.

The total payout by all tele-
com companies combined
could be as high as Rs 1.43 lakh
crore after the dues for spec-
trum usage charges (SUC) linked
to AGR is also taken into ac-
count.

According to industry
sources, while Vodafone
Idea may have to shell out as
much as Rs 53,000 crore, Bharti
Airtel will have to pay nearly Rs
35,590 crore.

Tata Teleservices, which sold
its business to Bharti Airtel, will
have to pay as much as Rs
14,000 crore in AGR dues,
sources said.

Reliance Jio Infocomm,
which had the least AGR burden
at Rs 195 crore, cleared all its
dues till January 31, 2020, ac-
cording to sources aware of the
development.

Airtel’s chief

regulatory
officer quits

PRANAVMUKUL
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

BHARTIAIRTEL'S chief regulatory
officer Ravi Gandhi has resigned.
The development comes to light
at a time when the company is
embroiled in the AGR issue and is
running from pillar to pole, with
the DoT on one side and the
Supreme Court on the other, to
preventaRs 35,500-crore payout.

An Airtel executive confirmed
the development but did not dis-
close the reason behind Gandhi's
departure. People close to Gandhi
said he resigned a month ago and
was currently serving his notice
period. He will leave the company
onMarch 31.He will be joining an-
other firmoutside the telecom sec-
tor, they said. A text message sent
toGandhidid notelicitaresponse.

Airtel is due to pay Rs 35,500
crore to the DoT after the SC re-
cently rejected a review plea into
its October 24 verdict asking telcos
to deposit their licence fee and
spectrum usage charge dues of
over 14years within three months.

Mondelez India settles tax dispute under
Sabka Vishwas Scheme; pays 3439 crore

KHUSHBOONARAYAN
MUMBAI, JANUARY 23

MONDELEZ INDIA Foods Pvt Ltd
(earlier Cadbury India) has settled
one of its most controversial tax
disputes, pertaining to its alleged
plantin Baddi, Himachal Pradesh,
with the government under the
Sabka Vishwas (Legacy Dispute
Resolution) Scheme, 2019, which
was introduced by the Finance
Ministry in September 2019.

The firm, which was accused
of evading taxes of about Rs 580
crore, excluding taxes and penal-
ties, paid Rs 439 crore on January
20, under the amnesty scheme,
said sources. The total tax dues of
the company with interest and
penalties stood at over Rs 820
crore. The company had made an
application under the amnesty
scheme in December 2019.

Mondelezisalso being probed
by the CBI after the Central
Vigilance Commission referred
the tax evasion case to the agency,
asitfound allegations that certain
state and central government of-
ficials were allegedly bribed by the
company to facilitate the tax eva-
sion. In 2017, the CBI registered a
case against Mondelez under the
Prevention of Corruption Act, but
itisnot clearifthe agency hasfiled
a charge sheet in the case.

"We continue to believe that
the decision to claim an excise tax
benefit in respect of our plant in
Baddi was valid. However, the
matter relates backto 2010, and it
could take several more years to

The firm, which was
accused of evading
taxes of about Rs 580 cr,
excluding taxes and
penalties, paid

Rs 439 cr on January 20

be resolved through the legal
process. The Sabka Vishwas
(Legacy Dispute Resolution)
Scheme, 2019, introduced by the
government in 2019, was an op-
portunity to settle a potentially
protracted litigation. Like other tax
payers, Mondelez India chose to
take advantage of the amnesty,
and we settled several legacy dis-
putesincluding the Baddi matter,”
the official spokesperson of the
company told The Indian Express.

"The decision to take advan-
tage of the taxamnesty was made
intheinterestof puttinganend to
this issue so that we can focus on
what we do best, our purpose of
empowering people to snack
right. India is a key market for
Mondelez International and we
will continue to prioritize grow-
ing our business her,” the
spokesperson added.

The tax evasion case pertains
to an investigation done by the
Directorate General of Central
Excise Intelligence (now DG GSTI)
in 2011 for allegedly misusing
‘area-based exemption’ forits new
unitin Baddi, even before it came
into existence, to avail excise duty
benefits. A tax demand of about

US officials see EU, UK trade
deals in 2020, not with India

REUTERS
DAVOS, JANUARY 23

THE TRUMP administration ex-
pects to secure trade deals with
the European Union and Britain
thisyear, but notIndia, top U.S. of-
ficials said on Thursday.

US Commerce Secretary
Wilbur Ross and US Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin said in
several television interviews that
they expected to finalise agree-
ments with those allies in 2020.

On Wednesday, US President

Donald Trump said he hoped tofi-
nalise a pact with Europe before
he faces reelection in November.

"The president is very focused
ontrade and he's very focused on
Europe,” Mnuchin, speaking from
the World Economic Forum in
Davos, Switzerland, told CNBC,
adding that a meeting between
US and European officials this
weekwas "good." "We're very fo-
cused on a UK free trade agree-
ment, which we hope to get done
this yearas well,” Mnuchin added.

Ross, speaking on Fox Business
Network, echoed that sentiment

on the timeline but said it was
more complicated working with
the EU, given the number of coun-
tries involved.

"Our working assumption is
thatitwill not fail and that we will
make adeal with them," Ross said,
referring to the EU.

On India, Ross said that while
the United States was eager to co-
operate with the country and was
in discussions, with more talks
likely,a pact was unlikely in 2020.

"Ivery much doubt thatwould
occur this year,"” he told Fox
Business Network.

Data privacy must be seen as a human right: Nadella

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
DAVOS, JANUARY 23

MICROSOFT CEO Satya Nadellaon
Thursday said data privacy must
be seen as a human right that
needs to be protected and have
full transparency.

Speaking here at the World
Economic Forum (WEF) Annual
Summit 2020, Nadella said it also

needs to be ensured that the huge
data being used with consent is
for the good of the society.

During a conversation with
WEF Founder and Executive
Chairman Klaus Schwab, Nadella
also favoured a debate on CEO pay
and all kinds of remuneration, in-
cluding return on capital.

Asked what was his recipe for
doing good and at the same time
doing well as the most valuable

company in the world, Nadella
said, "It comes down to having
that core business design: when
you do well, the world around you
does well."

"People and institutions are all
part of our society, so if you don't
think about the broader systems,
it's not stable," he added.

"The question ultimately goes
back to what is the market saying
and what is society saying?"

Rs 580 crore was raised in 2015
against Mondelez, for allegedly
evading excise duty by fraudu-
lently taking exemption for one of
its ‘ghost’ production units in
Himachal Pradesh’s Baddi area.

Under the norms, the area-
based exemption for new indus-
trial units of firms in Himachal
Pradesh provided full exemption
from excise duties for production
of specified goods for a period of
10 years. However, for availing
such exemption the unit should
have been established before
March 2010. During the investiga-
tion, the DGGSTl officials allegedly
found that Mondelez claimed ex-
cise duty exemption for its new
unitinSandoli village in Baddi re-
lating to a period even before it
came into existence.

In 2017, Mondelez
International agreed to pay $13
million to settle US Securities and
Exchange Commission charges
that its Cadbury unit violated the
provisions of the Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act through efforts to ex-
pand the chocolate plantin Baddi.
The SEC said that Cadbury India
paid alocal businessman $90,666
in2010 to work with government
officials in Himachal Pradesh and
obtain licenses and approvals for
the expansion of the Baddi unit.

The Sabka Vishwas (Legacy
Dispute Resolution) Scheme, was
a one-time measure for liquida-
tion of past disputes of Central
Excise and Service Tax as well as
to ensure disclosure of unpaid
taxes by a person eligible to make
adeclaration.

MEANWHILE

CEOswelcome
payalignment
withESGcriteria

Davos: A lot of global CEOs
have indicated their support
for a proposed alignment of
top executive salaries with
the firm’s performance on
environmental, social and
governance criteria. PTI

New internet
security
principles

Davos: The World Economic
Forum on Thursday an-
nounced new internet secu-
rity principles, developed by
a group of leading ISPs and
multilateral organisations, to
help protect up to 1 billion
users. Unveiling the new ini-
tiative here atits 50th annual
meeting, the WEF said BT,
Deutsche Telekom, Du
Telecom, Europol, Global
Cyber Alliance, Internet
Society among others en-
dorse these principles. PTI
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RBI deals in
10,000 cr of
bids in 4th
special OMO

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
MUMBAI, JANUARY 23

IN THE fourth special open mar-
ket operation(OMO)auctions, the
Reserve Bank of Indiaon Thursday
bought Rs 10,000 crore worth of
long-term securities and sold Rs
2,950 crore worth of short-term
government bonds.

Last week, the RBI had said it
will simultaneously purchase and
sell government securities under
open market operations (OMOs)
of Rs 10,000 crore each.

ECB’s Lagarde
launches
policy overhaul

REUTERS
FRANKFURT, JANUARY 23

THE EUROPEAN Central Bank
launched abroad review of its pol-
icy Thursday that is likely to see
President Christine Lagarde rede-
fine the ECB’s main goal.

The euro zone’s central bank
has fallen short of its inflation tar-
get of just under 2 per cent for
years. ECB rate-setters did not
make any policy change on
Thursday, which would leave it
adding 20 billion euros worth of
bonds toits 2.6 trillion euro port-
folio every month and charging
banks 0.5 per cent on their idle
cash for most of the year.

GOAIr suspends some
flights on delay in aircraft
and engine deliveries

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

LOW-COST CARRIER GoAir said
Thursday that it was temporar-
ily suspending some of its
flights on account of airframe
manufacturer Airbus and en-
gine-maker Pratt & Whitney
deferring delivery of planes and
engines, respectively.

“In the last four weeks, we
have gone through unplanned
grounding of aircraft, which
were supporting our current
operation of fleet. And now, we
have been informed by our
business partners Airbus and
Pratt & Whitney of their inabil-
ity to deliver previously prom-
ised aircraft and engines
through March 9, 2020 that are
required to support our current
growth. As a result, we have
been forced to temporarily sus-
pend certain flights that are
part of our network, schedule
and open for sale,” GoAir said
in a statement.

In December, the DGCA
asked all P&W engines that
have been used for over 3,000
hours of GoAir’s A320neo air-
craft be inspected.

The airline also said that it
was undertaking these flight
suspensions as far ahead of
time as possible in order to
minimise the inconvenience to
its customers. However, it did
not disclose any details of the
timeline. GoAir operates Airbus
A320neo fleet powered by the
Pratt & Whitney engines that

DHFL administrator orders legal
audit of wholesale loan book

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 23

THE ADMINISTRATOR of Dewan
Housing Finance Corporation
(DHFL), R Subramaniakumar, has
commissioned alegal audit to as-
certain the enforceability of loan
documents and security associ-
ated with the company’s whole-
sale book.

DHFLhas been undergoing in-

Tender Notice NIT.No. 40/CW/DO/T.No. 58/2019-20

solvency proceedings since early
December.

The wholesale loan portfolio
aggregating Rs47,136.57 crore has
been fair-valued at Rs 42,284.50
crore as on September 30, based
on internal valuations done prior
to September 2019. Meanwhile,
the company reported a net loss
of Rs 6,705 crore for the
September quarter, compared
withanet profit toRs 438.74 crore
in year-ago period. FE

Dt.21.01.2020

For and on behalf of State Industries Promotion Corporation of Tamil

Nadu Limited, sealed tenders are invited under “Two Cover System” for the
following work from Civil Class-I State level Civil Contractors registered in
State/Central or Quasi Government Organisations having experience in similar
nature of works. Tenders will be received upto 3.00 PM on 27.02.2020 and the
same will be opened on the same day at 3.30 PM.

Approx.
value of
work
Formation of Roads and Culverts at Rs.2280.00 Rs.11,50,000/- in the form
SIPCOT Industrial Growth Centre, lakhs of Demand Draft drawn
Gangaikondan in Tirunelveli in favour of SIPCOT Ltd.,

District. payable at Chennai.

The tender Schedule can be Downloaded at free of cost from the website:
www.tenders.tn.gov.in and www.sipcot.in

MANAGING DIRECTOR, SIPCOT,
CHENNAI-8

Name of Work EMD

DIPR/499/TENDER/2020

MINIMISING
FLYERS’ TROUBLE

B The airline said it was
undertaking these flight
suspensions as far ahead
of time as possible in
order to minimise the
inconvenience toits
customers

M In December, the
DGCA asked all P&RW
engines that have been
used for over 3,000
hours of GoAir’s
A320neo aircraft be
inspected

have faced continuous glitches
over the last two years due toa
variety of issues.

A senior DGCA official re-
fused comment on the issue
citing it to be an “internal mat-
ter” between the companies.

In November and
December, the airline had can-
celled dozens of flights due to
delay in aircraft deliveries and
non-availability of engines.
Further, in the last four weeks,
the carrier said, it has gone
through unplanned grounding
of aircraft, which were support-
ing its current operation of
fleet. Earlier this month, the
DGCA had extended the dead-
line it set for IndiGo to replace
all 135 unmodified Pratt &
Whitney engines from January
31 to May 31.

INVESTMENT IN GOVERNMENT SECURITIES

RBI raises short-term FPIl debt investment
limit to 30% from 20%b0 to boost inflows

FPI investment cap
via VRR route hiked
to X1,50,000 crore

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 23

IN A move that could lead to
higher foreign inflows, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has
hiked the short-terminvestments
by foreign portfolio investors
(FPIs) from 20 per cent to 30 per
cent of the total FPlinvestment in
Central government securities (in-
cluding Treasury Bills) or state de-
velopment loans.

In another measure aimed at
giving aleg-up to bankruptcy pro-
ceedings, the central bank has ex-
empted FPI debt investments in
corporates undergoinginsolvency
resolution plan.

The central bank has also in-
creased the FPlin corporate bonds
from 20 per cent to 30 per cent.
While the RBImoveisaimed atar-
resting the outflow of FPI money
from the debt market, analysts
said short-term is hot money
which can exit at a faster rate.

FPIl investments in Security
Receipts are currently exempted
from the short-term investment
limit and the issue limit. The RBI
has extended the exemptions to
debtinstruments issued by Asset
Reconstruction Companies and
debtinstrumentsissued by anen-
tity under the Corporate
Insolvency Resolution Process as
per the resolution plan approved
by the National Company Law
Tribunal under the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code. “The RBI move

HDFC Bank to retain
Egon Zehnder to identify
Aditya Puri’s successor

REUTERS
MUMBAI, JANUARY 23

HDFC BANK will retain global ex-
ecutive search firm Egon Zehnder
to identify a successor to manag-
ing director Aditya Puri, the coun-
try’s top private lender said on
Thursday.

“Egon Zehnder has been rec-
ommended by the search com-
mittee and unanimously ap-
pointed by the bank’s board,”
NeerajJha, a spokesman for HDFC
Bank, said inan email, confirming
a Reuters report on the matter
from earlier on Thursday.

Reuters had earlier reported
that the HDFC Bank board had
tapped the global head-hunting
firm in a bid to end a boardroom
impasse over Puri’s successor and
zero inonacandidate.

Four sources familiar with the

HDFC Bank MD Aditya Puri

discussions told Reuters that a
six-member internal search
committee, appointed in
November last year, has been un-
able to reach a consensus on se-
lecting a successor to Puri, who
has been at the helm of the coun-
try’s largest private lender since
its inception in 1994.

Puri’sterm comestoanendin
October this year.

FPIIN CORPORATE BONDS HIKED T0 30%

B The central bank has also
increased the FPl in
corporate bonds from 20
per cent to 30 per cent

M FPl investments in
Security Receipts (SRs) are
currently exempted from
the short-term investment
limit and the issue limit

B The RBI has extended the

to bringinsolvency process under
exemption will boost the investor
interest,” said an analyst.

According to the current
norms, short-term investments
by a FPI should not exceed 20 per
centof the total investment of that
FPI in either central government
securities (including treasury bills)
or state development loans.

The hike in short-term debtin-
vestment limit has comeatatime
when the debt market witnessed
an outflow of Rs 11,917 crore in
January this year. The month of
December 2019 also saw outflows
of Rs 4,616 crore and November
outflows were Rs 2,358 crore.

While the total equity invest-
ment in calendar year 2019 was
Rs 101,122 crore, debt market
could attractonly Rs 25,882 crore.

India’s corporate bond market
has remained shallow despite a
host of measures by the govern-

exemptions to debt
instruments issued by Asset
Reconstruction Companies
and debt instruments
issued by an entity under
the Corporate Insolvency
Resolution Process as per
the resolution plan
approved by the National
Company Law Tribunal
under the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code

mentand the regulator. Thereislit-
tle or noincentive for market mak-
ing. Amajority of the bondsissued
by companies are privately placed
with a select set of investors in
Indiarather than through a public
issue; thisis done to both save time
and avoid greater disclosures.
Besides, defaults by IL&FS and de-
layed payments by some NBFCs
have led to liquidity crunch in the
financial sector.

Analysts are expecting more
measures to deepen the debt
market in the forthcoming budget
on February 1. In her Budget
speech last year, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had said that
anaction plan to deepen the mar-
ket for long term bonds including
for deepening markets for corpo-
rate bond repos, credit default
swaps etc, with a specificfocus on
the infrastructure sector, would be
putin place.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 23

THE RESERVE Bank of India (RBI)
has doubled the investment limit
under the Voluntary Retention
Route (VRR) for foreign portfolio
investors (FPIs) to Rs 1,50,000
crore “withaview to attractlong-
term and stable FPI investments
into debt markets”.

After the route was opened on
March 1,2019,anamount of Rs 75,
000 crore was offered for invest-
mentin two tranches so far. Ason
December 31, 2019, around Rs
54,300 crore has already beenin-
vested under the scheme. Based
on the feedback received, and in
consultation with the govern-
ment, the RBI has made certain
amendmentsin the schemetoin-
crease its operational flexibility
which will be open for allotment
from January 24,2020, RBI said.

“The investment limit under
VRR has been increased to Rs
150,000 crore. The investment
limit available for fresh allotment
will accordingly be Rs 90,630
crore (net of extant allotments
and adjustments)and itwill beal-

Doing biz in India for Japanese companies
difficult compared to China: Maruti official

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, JANUARY 23

DOING BUSINESS in India is very
difficult compared to China and
Southeast Asian countries, said
Kenichiro Toyofuku, director at
Maruti SuzukiIndia, on Thursday.

Addressing 32 businessmen
representing Japanese companies
from Kobe at a ‘Kobe-Ahmedabad
& Hyogo-Gujarat Economic
Cooperation Seminar’, organised
at Ahmedabad Management
Association, Toyofuku said: “In
most cases, from the point of view
of Japanese companies, doing
business in India is very difficult
compared to China and Southeast
Asia.” Giving tips to the Japanese
businesses about investing in
India, Toyofuku said, “Last 15
years, most of the economic de-
velopmentinIndia has happened
in metropolitan cities. This is my
personal observation... Last 2-3

“Last 15 years, most of the
economic developmentin
India has happenedin
metropolitancities. Thisis
my personal observation...
Last 2-3 years, economic
development of Indiais
slowing down”

KENICHIRO TOYOFUKU
MARUTI SUZUKI INDIA DIRECTOR

years, economic development of
Indiais slowing down.” He added
business activities in bigger cities
in India were “decreasing.”

The comments from the
Japanese car manufacturer on dif-
ficulties faced in doing business
comesdespite Indiaimproving its
score in the World Bank’s global
Ease of Doing Business rankings
where it rose 14 notches to be
placed 63rd among 190 countries
in October 2019. At present, there
are over 4,800 Japanese business

establishments in India, of which
321 arein Gujarat.

“From my experience, small
and medium sized companies
have more chances to start a busi-
ness in India,” the MSIL official
said, comparing the SMEs to big-
ger Japanese companies. He how-
ever did not expand on his state-
ment. The official said the kind of
“services and goods” the Japanese
firms plan to bring into the Indian
market s “animportant factor for
business.” Toyofuku said
Ahmedabad was one of the po-
tential cities where Japanese com-
panies can find “good partners.”

Toshihiro Horiuchi, director,
managing executive officer at
Kamigumi Cowas theleaderof the
Japanese business mission. Katsu-
nori Hosokawa, general manager,
Kawasaki Heavy Industries and
deputyleader of the business mis-
sion, was present at the event,
which was held as part of the
Kobe-Ahmedabad sister pact.

Top Indian firms’ CSR arms join
forces to combat climate change

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
MUMBAI, JANUARY 23

PHILANTHROPY ARMS of top cor-
porates, including the Tatas,
Mahindras, Godrejs and Premijis,
onWednesday announced a part-
nership to minimise the climate
change impact.

The India Climate
Collaborative (ICC) will be work-
ing to strengthen the climate
community locally, build a climate
narrative and drive solutions that
will ensure both the natural world
and people thrive.

The announcement comes
amid an increased conversation

on climate change, with the
50th session of the World
Economic Forum in Davos gen-
erating the maximum flutter,
which has also seen US
President Donald Trump calling
the greens “prophets of doom”.
“Our collective leadership
through the ICCwillindicate to the
world that Indian philanthropy is
ready tobe aleaderin climate ac-
tion,” Tata Trusts ChairmanRatan
Tata said in a statement.
TheICCseeks tobuild a collab-
orative platform for diverse voices,
innovative solutions, and collec-
tive investments, the statement
said, without quantifying the
money which the corporates are

pooling together for the platform.

Vidya Shah of financial serv-
ices firm Edelweiss’ corporate so-
cial arm, Rohini Nilekani of
Infosys’ CSR arm and banker
Harmendra Kothari are among
the other names in the 40-mem-
ber collective.

“Itis clear that the world can-
not continue to pursue a business-
as-usual approach and nobody
can solve the problem on their
own. Business, government, and
philanthropy must collaborate
within and among themselves to
drive results quickly and at scale,”
Mahindra Group Chairman
Anand Mahindra was quoted as

saying.

Sebi to tap Al big data analytics
to curb market manipulations

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 23

THE SECURITIES and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) is plan-
ning to set up a data lake proj-
ect for improving surveillance
to monitor and analyse social
media posts to keep a tab on
possible market manipula-
tions. The regulator is in the
process of acquiring the tech-
nology and has already floated
tenders for the same.
Speaking at an event, Sebi
chairman Ajay Tyagi said a lot of
improvement and efficiency can
be brought by using advanced
technology and data analytics in
surveillance of capital markets.
“Sebi has already planned (a)
datalake project to augment an-
alytical capability with advanced
analytical tools, namely artificial
intelligence and machine learn-
ing (AI/ML), deep learning, big

Sebi chairman Ajay Tyagi in
Mumbai on Thursday.
Narendra Vaskar

data analytics, pattern recogni-
tion, processing of structured and
unstructured data, text mining
and natural language processing,
etc,” said Tyagi.

A data lake is a centralised

repository that allows anyone to
store all structured and unstruc-
tured dataatany scale. It can help
analyse different types of analyt-
ics to arrive at better decisions.

“Social media platforms are
increasingly being used by ma-
nipulators for market manipula-
tion,” said Tyagi. Even without
the datalake, the market regula-
tor is already doing its own data
analysis and seeing unstructured
data in its surveillance depart-
mentand trying to correlate with
pricing volume data to come to
better analysis.

“We want to acquire tech-
nology and unstructured data
analysis because the structured
data analysis is not helping
much, as manipulators use all
sorts of things,” said Tyagi on the
sidelines of the event. The need
for further research in measur-
ing systemic risk in the Indian fi-
nancial sector is quite apparent,
he said. FE
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lotted under the VRR-Combined
category,” the RBI said.

The minimum retention pe-
riod will be three years, the RBI
said. Investment limits will be
available ‘ontap’ andallottedon
‘first come, first served’ basis.
“The ‘tap’ will be kept opentill the
limit s fully allotted. FPIs may ap-
ply forinvestment limits online to
Clearing Corporation of India Ltd
(CCIL) through their respective
custodians,” the central bank said.

TheRBIissued adiscussion pa-
per on October 5, 2018 proposing
a special channel — VRR route —
for FPIs.

Investments via VRR would be
free of the macro-prudential and
other regulatory norms applica-
ble to FPI investments in debt
markets. Investments made via
VRR will not be subject to any
minimum residual maturity re-
quirement (cap onshort-termin-
vestments at 20 per cent of port-
folio size), concentration limit or
single/ group investor wise limits
applicable to corporate bonds (50
per cent of a single issue) as spec-
ified in circular No 313 issued by
the RBI, and modified from time
to time.

BRIEFLY

ITltoraise
1,400cr
through FPO

Bengaluru: Ahead of the
Further Public Offering (FPO),
public sector unitITI Thursday
said itintends toraise aboutRs
1,400 crore of which Rs 607
crore shall be utilised for re-
paying loans.

OBC Q3 profit
jumps 39.11%
tot201.66 cr

Mumbai: Oriental Bank of
Commerce on Thursday re-
ported a 39.11 per cent jump
in net profitat Rs 201.66 crore
for the quarter ended
December 2019, mainly due
to reduction in bad loans.

ONGCgets28
bids for 50 ail,
gas fields

New Delhi: ONGC has re-
ceived bids for 50 of the 64
small and marginal oil and
gas fields it has offered in a

first-of-its-kind bid round for
raising production by involv-
ing private firms. As many as
12 firms made 28 bids for 50
fields at the close of bidding
on January 17, sources said.

NITItodevelop
National Data
Platform

New Delhi: NITI Aayog will de-
velop a national data and an-
alytics platform to make all
government dataaccessible to
stakeholders. NITI Aayog vice-
chairman Rajiv Kumar re-
leased the Vision Document
for the National Data and
Analytics Platform. PTI

VW inCanada
to pay Canadian
$196.5 mnfine

Toronto: A court Wednesday
ordered Volkswagen to pay a
fine of Canadian dollars 196.5
million (US $150 million) af-
ter the automaker pleaded
guilty to violating environ-
mental laws in the emissions
cheating scandal. AFP

‘Panel to review
Roxor’s ‘trade

dress’ breach’

Mumbai: Mahindra and
Mahindra Thursday said the
US International Trade
Commission has decided to
review the initial findings re-
lated to Mahindra Roxor’s
‘trade dress’ violations of Fiat
Chrysler’s ‘Jeep’ model. FE
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AROUND TOWN

In a Spot

REVIST THE famous Agatha Christie
novel, Towards Zero, in a play format,
directed by Renu S Chopra and pre-
sented by Dramatech. A whodunnit,
is setin the ’90s and built on adouble
deception turning on itself, promises
edge-of-the-seat thrills. The play un-
ravels a crime that has been long in
the making and planned to the mi-
nutest detail, all in the Andaman and
Nicobar islands. At Stein Auditorium,
India Habitat Centre, on January 25,
7pm. Tickets available at IHC.

Eat Away

CELEBRATE THE Chinese Year of the
Rat with a special food festival at The
Hong Kong Club, Andaz. Explore a
four-course set menu specially crafted
by Chef Yu Fuhai, with vegetarian and
non-vegetarian options. Prices Rs
1,999 onwards. On till January 31, at
Andaz, Aerocity.

Hunger Pangs

MUMBAI-BASED photographer and
Padma Shri awardee Sudharak Olwe
(pictured) is displaying his photo-
graphs on malnourished children
from his travels to Chhattisgarh,
Assam, Jharkhand and Maharashtra,
where he chronicles the devastating
effects of malnutrition. At Alliance
Francaise, DLF Phase I, on display till
February 8.

We the People

LISTEN TO academician Nivedita
Menon as part of the bi-weekly
Shaheen Bagh lecture series. Her lec-
ture, titled ‘Nagrikta pe Charcha’, will
take place on January 26, and aims to
study what it means for a people to
adopt, enact and give to oneself the
Constitution. At 3 am, on January 26,
Shaheen Bagh, Okhla.

New Flavours

GEEK OUT on your love for Manga
comics and tuck in scrumptious Asian
cuisine with the newly revamped
menu at Youmee. The new menu in-
cludes japas, sushi, dimsums, ramen,
bowls, meals and desserts. These del-
icacies can be best accompanied with
an implausible range of mocktails,
frappes, shakes, and flavoured teas. At
Youmee, GK 2. Cost for two: Rs 2,000.

Music
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Maquette

Dayanita Singh’s latest book is as much about her
as it is about tabla virtuoso, Zakir Hussain

BENITAFERNANDO

“IT WAS like looking in a mirror,” says Zakir
Hussain. To an engrossed gathering, the prodi-
gious tabla player recalls the experience of be-
ing photographed by Dayanita Singh 40 years
ago. Singh, then studying at the National
Institute of Design (NID), shot Hussain across
six winters in the '80s as part of her book de-
sign coursework. Hussain saw something of
himself in the 18-year-old
student,a common desire to
chartacourse evenifthe des-
tination was unknown.

The photographs would
culminate ina photobook, ti-
tled Zakir Hussain. Hussain,
Singh and their friends as-
sembled recently at ARTI-
SANS’ gallery in Mumbai’s

Inthe art world, it has
become more about
theimage. We are
trying to compete with
painting. Here, the
bookis mywork.It’'sa
way of addressing the

were penciled in for each photo. The Zakir
Hussain Maquette is presented as three parts
ina grey slip case — the facsimile, a poster (or
as Singh calls it, a poster-book), and a reader,
which contains excerpts from Singh'’s notes
for the Zakir Hussain book.

Singh, 58, pays as much attention to pho-
tography as to the photograph. Continuously
challenging modes of dissemination, she has
come out with mobile “museums”, whichal-
low their owners to customise the display,
such as the Museum Bhavan
book-object (published by
Steidl in 2017). She has also
made Suitcase Museum,
Pocket Museum and Kochi
Box and prefers to be called
an “offset artist”.

She says, “I don’t have
the desire to make massive
prints.In the art world, how-

Kala Ghoda, for a private bpook as an art formon ever, it has become more
laf%rlzcl];, n(l)F of this Ii(t)ok, bcll.lt par with painting and about tl:e imagte. That Wiy,
of the book’s maquette, made photography we are trying to compete

in 1985. Copies of the maque-
tte are turned into pages on
the walls of the gallery,
through which we meet several Hussains —
asonand sibling, a husband and father, a dis-
ciple and guruy, and a tabla player.

German publisher Steidl has reproduced
Singh’s maquette as a facsimile so perfect that
readers will be tempted to wipe out the
smudge marks and feel the tape on the pages.
The reproduction also manages to accurately
capture the yellowing pages, Singh’s hand-
written text, and numerous dimensions that

Not on Air

DAYANITASINGH

with painting. Here, the
book is my work. It's a way
of addressing thebook asan
art form on par with painting and photogra-
phy.” Even the choice of the word “museum”
isapolitical act forawoman photographer at-
tempting to rethink the often masculine space
of photography. After these unorthodox pred-
ecessors, Singh imagined that her latest work
would be her most ‘bookish’ book yet.
However, the maquette’s strength lies pre-
cisely in this — it continuously calls attention
to itself, offering a peek into Singh'’s art as

Anubhav Singh Bassi on his preference for
live shows, and where his jokes come from

EKTAAMALIK

THE CHANCES of you having heard of
Anubhav Singh Bassi are rare, unless you
are one of the regulars at the live stand-
up circuit, and don’t get their laughs
through viral videos, like most of us.
Bassi, in all probability, is the bestselling
stand-up comic you haven’'t heard of. He
has toured about 35 cities — as far as
Gorakhpur and Surat — in a span of six
months, with sold-out shows. We
searched for Bassi on YouTube, and there
are only two videos available — one
where he talks about cheating, which
has 27 million views, and the other on
waxing which has 15 million views.

We wondered about the lack of his
presence in the digital space. “That’s be-
cause lamnota YouTuber,” chuckles the
comic, as we meet with him on a chilly
winter morning in Delhi. “lamalive per-
former. For me, to develop content, I
need a live audience. Without that, we
would never know if the line or the joke
is actually funny or not. Open mics are
like laboratories, that’s where we test out
new jokes. And there is no guarantee
that if a joke works in one place, it will
be consistently funny across the coun-
try. Ajoke is always a work in progress,”
says Bassi, 30.

Born and brought up Meerut — the
cityisaconstant refrainin his act — Bassi
was on track to be alawyer. He graduated
from National Law University, Lucknow,
arrived in Delhi, and started preparing for
the civil services. But it dawned upon him
that the run of the mill life was not meant
for him. Next up was a restaurant, a fast
food one at that. “But that failed as well. I
even worked with a startup, but to no
avail. In my spare time, I started going to
openmics”,adds the Delhi-based comic.
He says, “I used to watch a lot of stuff by
Sumit Anand, Pratyush Choubey and
Zakir Khan. One day, I googled about an
openmicand landed there. They asked if
I'had a script, and [ just muttered, “apni
bezzati toh kar hi lenge”.

Bassi’s show, Bas Kar Bassi, is a two-
hour gig, with most of humour coming
from his own experiences. In the past, he

Anubhav Singh Bassi

has made fun of the black attire of lawyers,
“Why? In this45-degree Delhi heat”. Toxic
masculinity features prominently in the
video where he talks about getting
waxed. “Humein kehte hain ki tum strong
ho, koiyeh nahin kehta ki tameez serehna,”
exclaims Bassiin the video,adding, “Inthe
West, we have improv, where the tem-
plate of ‘Yes.And?',is in use. Here, we have
a ‘No. But?’ concept,” says Bassi.

With many women also coming to
the fore, he feels the laughs will only in-
crease. “We have moved beyond the
‘women are not funny’ idea; at the end of
the day, it’s about the writing. But at
times I think women comics also need
to move beyond jokes around their gen-
der. Dahab Chishti from Delhi is some-
one to look out for,” he adds. “Shreeja
Chaturvedi, who came on Comicstaan
this year, is phenomenal; she jokes about
dustbins yaar,” he points out.

But we still have a long way to go.
“Our society is star-struck as a default
setting. Most people who come to my
show, come for my name, rather than
for content. We love labelling and box-
ing people, we will watch a certain
kind of comedy from a certain comic,
and if someone else tries it, it may not
work,” he adds.

Bas Kar Bassi will be performed to-
day in Gurgaon, and on January 26 in
Noida. Tickets on Bookmyshow
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POETRY HONOUR

Eminent English poet Arvind Krishna Mehrotra has
been awarded the Mahakavi Kanhaiyalal Sethia Award
for Poetry at the Jaipur Literature festival. Mehrotra is
known for his works such as Nine Closures and
Clearing House, apart from his translations of Kabir.

Zakir Hussain with Dayanita Singh in a 1980s photograph; pages of the maquette at ARTISANS’ Photos courtesy: Dayanita Singh

much as Hussain’s. The word ‘maquette’
comes from sculpture, a small-scale model
that sculptors make, a 3D object. In publishing,
the term offers new ways of approaching a
book, of touching rather than reading, of con-
structing rather than printing.

For Singh, Hussain wasn't justamuse, but
also a guru. The poster, with multiple shots of
Hussain performing with his late father Ustad
AllaRakha, is titled ‘My Guru’. Singh says she
could have used that title for the maquette,
too. She has experimented with layout, play-
ing with scale and placement to break out of
the necessities of a grid. “We were taught the
grid so much at NID that all the photobooks
saw were about the grid.” From Hussain, she
learned the value of improvisation. “Zakir is
who he is because of how he improvises the

Visitors at the JLF Rohit Jain Paras

SUANSHU KHURANA

The Hukkus Bukkus telyi wan tsch kus
(Who are you and who am I, then tell us
who s he the creator that permeates through
both youand]I)

BENGALURU-BASED Aabha Hanjura, 32, was
a young girl when her grandmother would
sing this Koshur rhyme to her, initially in
Srinagar, and post the exodus of the Kashmiri
Pandits in the '90s, in Jammu, where
Hanjura’s family settled. A piece, which is
likely to have been written by Kashmiri mys-
ticLal Ded, Hanjura would humalong. “lt was
much later that [ understood that these
songs, the culture, poetry and ritualsis all that
was left with my family. When your roots are
brutally cut off, you try harder to save them,”
says Hanjura, whose version of Hukkus
bukkus along with a guitar and drumsis like
a simple monophonic melody. It's mod-
ern yet rooted, a somewhat Parisian
chanson-style piece.

Hanjura grew up listening to Jagjit
Singh, Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan and rustic
South Asian sounds, “especially music
from the Pakistani band Junoon”,among
others. But while she was humming in
Hindi, Dogri and Punjabi, Hanjura chose
to sing in Koshur and made a very con-
scious decision after a visit to Srinagar
seven years ago. Before that she was afi-
nalist on the TV show Indian Idol, and
post that, was trying to figure a corpo-
rate life. As for music, she kept looking
for purpose. She didn'twant tobe a play-
back singer. And she found a purpose in
Srinagar, when she visited their old home
inKannipura. “Before that,Ihad a very dis-
tant connection with Kashmir. It was kept
alive culturally. The magnitude of the
tragedy had not dawned upon me until I
made that visit. Anybody can sing any-

taal. What Zakir could do with the taal, I did
with the grid.” If one were to read the maque-
tte as music, itopens with an alaap, then eases
into the opening of the raag. Towards the end,
in the concerted effort of strips of contact
sheets, is a crescendo, a jhala. The influence
Hussain had on Singh was pervasive. “He was
my role model. He showed me — this is how
you engage with life, this is what it means to
be an artist, that anything you do has to be
done with single-minded focus,” says Singh.

In 1986, Zakir Hussain, Singh’s book from
the maquette, was published by Himalayan
Books and launched in Delhi. Itdidn’t selland
is out of print today. “Someone once came up
tome and said I couldn't become a photogra-
pher by just shooting one man,” says Singh,
adding, “In 1986, to make a book about one

person was unheard of. You'd shoot a presi-
dent or prime minister, but not a musician.”

The book was different from this maque-
tte, for Singh excluded photos that she felt
were too personal to be shared publicly. There
isno such filter on the Zakir Hussain Maquette,
and we see some of his most intimate and
iconic moments. We are looking simultane-
ously at Singh'’s first work and her latest. She
says, “I am exposing my beginnings. Not ex-
posing (what I do) now - it would be differ-
ent as everything is so defined now. I have
made myself quite vulnerable with the ma-
quette, especially with the reader.”

The Zakir Hussain Maquette is available
online for Rs 2,620, and a special edition at
ARTISANS' for Rs 3,500

JLF Begins

THE 13TH edition of the Jaipur Literature
Festival started on Thursday. Inaugurated
by Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot,
it began with the keynote addresses by
British mathematician Marcus du Sautoy
and Hindustani vocalist Shubha Mudgal on
the topic, ‘The Art, Sciences and Creativity’.

Gehlot inaugurated the book Bijji:
Timeless Tales from Marwar by Vishes
Kothari. He said, “Writers wait for such an
opportunity where they can openly talk
about their mann ki baat. It isimportant, so
is kaam ki baat.”

Mudgal highlighted the significance of

Songs from
the Valley

Aabha Hanjuraon
singing in Koshur, and
finding her roots
through music

interdisciplinary arts in the Indian context.
“Itis a celebration of the journey with the
arts, with countless experiences and sen-
sations; to see both stillness and movement
in the same moment,” she said.

Sautoy quoted Indian scholar Srinivasa
Ramanujan, who believed that every num-
ber had its particular character in the “story
of mathematics”. “For me” Sautoy said, “it
is 13. Thirteen is a prime number and anin-
divisible number. And the Jaipur Literature
Festival is certainly in its prime.”

Festival producer Sanjoy K Roy cited the
ever-increasing importance of literature
and art as a platform to “push back the nar-
rative of hatred”. ENS

thing and so can |, but | wanted it to mean
something so that I stay motivated. On my
way back, I kept weeping when I passed by
abandoned homes, and something stirred in-
side,” says Hanjura, who decided to find a
route to peace in the Valley “where every
community has suffered pain for decades”.

“At some point, someone needs to make
an effort, find peace and move on,” says
Hanjura, who, two years ago, decided to have
a concert in Srinagar. “My family was wor-
ried,” says Hanjura, who had 3,000 people at
Sher-i-Kashmir Convention Centre, with
young and old dancing at the concert. “It still
remains the most special concert ever,” says
Hanjura. “How many times do you see

Kashmiri pandits and Kashmiri Muslims
dancing together? Art’s job is to catalyse
things at the end of the day,” says
Hanjura, who released her album six-
track album Sounds of Kashmirayear ago.
When the abrogation of Article 370
happened, Hanjura started by being
optimistic. “If this meant growth
and peace, a wave of change that
could help, it seemed like a good
move,” says Hanjura, whose
opinions began to change asin-
ternet and phone lines were

suspended for months.
“The internet situation is un-
fortunate and it’s extremely dis-
heartening, small businesses are and
suffering; I never thought it would take this
long to remove the communication block-
ade. Itisnotanideal situation in 2020,” says
Hanjura, who will be performing at Jaipur
Literature Festival, at the music stage, today,
and is working on her second album — a
mixed-bag of recent experiences in her life

and that of Kashmir’s.

“I'will sing about things I genuinely feel
strongly about,” says Hanjura, whose songs
Roshewalla and Kinaro ke ghar have found a
lot of attention online.
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20 SPORT

Archer set to
return as Root
eyes series win

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
JOHANNESBURG, JANUARY 23

ENGLAND CAPTAIN Joe Root on Thursday was
looking forward to the prospect of two of the
world's fastest bowlers operating on a pace-
friendly pitch in the fourth and final Test
against South Africa, starting at the Wanderers
on Friday. Root said Jofra Archer had bowled
with “good pace” in practice on Wednesday
after recovering from an elbow injury which
kept him out of the second and third Tests —
both of which England won to take an unbeat-
able 2-1 series lead to Johannesburg,.

He said that if Archer had no lingering
signs of injury or soreness, England would
have a “really good selection headache”. Mark
Wood startled several of the South African
batsmen in the third Test in Port Elizabeth,
bowling bouncers at around 150kmbh. Archer
is also among the world's small club of
150kmh bowlers. “It would be nice to see how
they go together,” said Root. “I think they
would be a relentless barrage of pace which
is exciting, especially on a surface such as you
typically get here at the Wanderers.”

But Root cautioned that history showed
it was not always the fastest bowlers who
prospered at the stadium. “The accurate guys
are those who have success here. It would be
great to have that firepower but ultimately
we've got to make sure we hit those areas (on
the pitch),” he added. “We've been very good
in that department on this tour.”

Root said that it would be “a very big
achievement” if England could complete a
series win. “When we've got our opportuni-
ties we've taken them,” he saidSouth African
captain Faf du Plessis said his side needed to
dig deep to salvage a series draw. “How
strong are we mentally in this last hurdle?
We know where we have been a little bit
poor in our game plans,” he said.

He said South Africa had not scored
enough runs in the first innings.

“That's the basic of Test cricket, you can
look at England as a blueprint, the top three
batting at their own pace and making sure
they (are) setting up the innings for the rest
of the guys to come in and play.”

Du Plessis refused to answer questions
about his future after being replaced as one-
day international captain by Quinton de Kock
— and left out of the squad that will play
three ODIs against England, although a
spokesperson said he would be willing to talk
about one-day cricket at the end of the
match. “I'd like to, for my own personal rea-
sons, focus on this Test match,” he said.

Du Plessis said Temba Bavuma would re-
place Zubayr Hamza in the XI, but there
would also be a change in the batting order,
with Rassie van der Dussen moving up to
number three, the position filled by Hamza
in the first three Tests.

He said the rest of the line-up was de-
pendent on conditions, especially with a
forecast of rain on the first day. Du Plessis said
he hoped Vernon Philander, who will retire
from international cricket after the match,
would finish his Test career "with the story-
book ending he deserves" on a pitch where
he has done well in the past.

LIVE ON SONY SIX: 4th Test, 1:30 pm

An elbow injury kept Jofra Archer out
of the second and third Tests. File

VISHAL MENON
JANUARY 23

THAT A country with a population of less
than 5 million, and a cricket structure with
an annual turnover of around $50 million -
half of Virat Kohli’s net worth - has made two
World Cup finals in a row and is ranked
among the top three teams in both Tests and
One-Day Internationals is a remarkable
achievement initself. To put the numbers in
perspective, New Zealand skipper Kane
Williamson, considered part of the so-called
‘Fab Four’ of contemporary batting, earns a
base salary of $236,000.

The Black Caps are always a competitive
outfit, regardless of the names on the team
sheet, and India - who face them in five T20Is
starting on Friday, followed by three ODIsand
two Tests - will take them lightly at their own
peril. The Kiwis had a nightmarish tour of
Australia recently. Ravaged by injury and ill-
ness and up against a rejuvenated outfit, they
were hammered 3-0. But on their own turf,
they will be a different proposition. Overall,
their record in the longest format remains
impressive, they are undefeated in 10 of their
last 12 Test series since 2016. Apart from do-
ing well at home, of late they have had a 1-1
draw in Sri Lanka while getting the better of
Pakistan 2-1 in the UAE.

On the eve of India’s opening T20I fixture
against the Black Caps at Auckland’s Eden
Park, Kohli asserted: “We will look to put New
Zealand under pressure from the first ball.”
It's easier said than done even though India
may be in imperious form and New Zealand
are smarting by the spate of injuries to some
of their top players such as Trent Boult and
Lockie Ferguson. But the visitors will be wary
as they were beaten 2-1 in the shortest for-
mat when they were in New Zealand last year.

What makes the Black Caps so ultra-com-
petitive across formats, despite the limited
resources at their disposal? “We’ve been
blessed with a small playing group, where
everyone knows everyone. They all support
and back each other a lot. We see to it that
we get the best out of our available talent
pool,” Heath Mills, CEO of New Zealand
Players’ Association, tells The Indian Express.

And in Williamson - much like his pred-
ecessors Martin Crowe, Stephen Fleming and
Brendon McCullum - they have a captain
with tactical nous who doesn’t hesitate to
think out of the box. “Since we don’t have
thousands of young players coming through
the ranks at a given point in time, that’s the
only way to compete and remain relevant at
the global stage,” Mills explains.

Sometime in 2010, NZC took a decision
that would have far-reaching consequences
on the cash-crunched cricketing ecosystem
in the country. “The administrators reached
a conclusion that the best way to develop our
players was to allow them to play in these
high-profile T20 leagues such as the IPL,
Natwest T20 blast in England and the
Caribbean Premier League. The reasoning
was simple - these leagues are paying for the
development of our players. So, it’s a win-
win situation for us,” Mills opines.

This opened the floodgates for players to
ply their trades on foreign shores. People like
Fleming, Daniel Vettori and Mike Hesson also
turned into high-profile coaches.

“We have been very flexible in allowing
our players to play abroad. I think that our
players and our coaches bring a certain qual-
ity to the teams they represent because they
are good at getting the best from players and
in fostering a team culture. So, they are valued
for their personal qualities,” he elaborates.

Towards the second half of the last decade,
there was a frenetic scramble among cricket
boards to set up their own T20 league, along
the lines of the IPL. The NZC, however, re-
frained from getting into this race. Instead,
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CoLTS PLAY NZ

After two resounding wins on the trot,
defending champions India will be keen to
maintain their unbeaten run when they face
New Zealand in the final Group A tie of the
ICC U-19 World Cup on Friday.

LIVE ON STARSPORTS: 1.30pm

Low investment, high returns

This is the philosophy that has made NZ competitive despite being small players money-wise

New Zealand have a relatively smaller talent pool but have consistently punched above their weight.

Tradition of smart captains

MARTIN CROWE: He asked a spinner
to open the innings and also
employed a pinch-hitter to cash in on-
field restrictions during the 1992
World Cup. Post-retirement, he also
devised Cricket Max, a precursor to
the modern-day T20 game.

STEPHEN FLEMING: Blessed with a
sharp mind, he is now one of the most
sought-after coachesin the IPL.The
manner in which he unleashed Craig
McMillan on Steve Waugh in a Test
match in Brisbane was an act of
genius. In an attempt to exploit
Waugh's weakness with the short ball,
Fleming employed a leg slip and got
Craig McMillan from around the
wicket. The Australian captain was
caught on the crease with a barrage of

Kiwis IN T20 LEAGUES

IPL 6 PLAYERS, 3 COACHES
NATWEST T20 BLAST 11PLAYERS
THE HUNDRED 2 PLAYERS
CARIBBEAN PREMIER 4
LEAGUE

they built alow-key T20 league, consisting of
only domestic talents. It was called the Super
Smash. With economies of scale, this was a
pragmatic decision. “We recognise that we’re
asmall country from a resource point of view,
so we need to operate more smartly from a
global cricketing environment point of view.
Which was why we began our own domestic
competition known as the Super Smash.”
This competition and the several others
around the globe that employ Kiwi cricketers
have played a big role in making New
Zealand a hard nut to crack in the T20 ver-
sion. “I can confidently tell you that all our
20 contracted players who play for New

Ex-player takes Saurashtra state unit to
court for nepotism, diverting funds

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, JANUARY 23

THE GUJARAT High Court on Thursday is-
sued a notice to the chairman and electoral
officer of BCCI, the secretary of the
Saurashtra Cricket Association (SCA) and the
state charity commissioner, while acting on
a public interest litigation filed by a former
Ranji Trophy player, alleging nepotism, mis-
use of power, lack of transparency by office-
bearers of the state association and non-
compliance of Lodha Commission
recommendations.

The petitioner, Nikhil Rathod from Rajkot,
a former first-class player who also repre-
sented India at the Junior World Cup, has al-
leged that membership of the SCA remains
confined to a “few family and friends” and
that its management and control has re-
mained “in the hands of a single family orits
coterie for the past three-four decades ie
from the very inception of the SCA.”

Rathod, who was represented by senior
advocate Asim Pandya, has stated in his pe-
tition that of the more than 300 members
who have been enrolled since 1984, when
SCA came into existence, most have been
family members, relatives and friends of for-
mer SCA president Niranjan Shah, who has

PIL states that more than 300 members
of the SCA are either family members,
relatives and friends of former office
bearer Niranjan Shah. File

also held other important posts in BCCI.
Rathod has also stated that following ini-
tiation of litigation in the Supreme Court, SCA
passed a resolution in 2013-2014 whereby
“all the children of the existing members
were given life membership whether they
are involved in cricketing activities or not.”
The current SCA president is Niranjan's son,
Jaydev Shah, while Niranjan's nephew holds
the post of secretary, as per the petitioner.
The petitioner also claimed that elections
were not held for more than 20 years and

that Niranjan is “manipulating the procedure
by appointing the existing governing body
members by rotation.”

He sought that the September 2019 elec-
tion held for the SCA board be declared void
ab-initio and contrary to the stipulations of
the prior apex court judgment. The petitioner
has also complained that the Saurashtra
Cricket Trust was created by the office-bear-
ers for “diverting the funds and retaining
power,” and has further highlighted that
money remained unutilised for district and
rural cricket and extravagant expenses from
the public fund and grant from BCCl was used
for personal purposes. Rathod has also sub-
mitted that though SCA claims to be a “char-
itable” body, it has yet to be registered under
the Gujarat Public Trust Act, 1950 “so as to
avoid public scrutiny and consequences..”

The petitioner has also submitted that
SCA has no Apex Council, in contravention of
Supreme Court's directions. Out of 17 dis-
trict cricket associations, only one has been
enrolled as amember, the petitioner further
submitted. Rathod has prayed for the court's
direction, order and/or writ directing the
state government to appoint a special and
independent auditor to take a look at the
SCA accounts for the last 10 years - more par-
ticularly, in respect of the grant received
from BCCIL.

short-pitched deliveries that Waugh
took on the body. McMillian then
slipped in a fuller delivery that he
edged to wicket-keeper.

BRENDON MCCULLUM: Continued
with Crowe's template of providing
blitzkrieg at the start of the innings.
He also had an eye for spotting talent.
His out-of-the-blue pick of Grant Eliot
proved to be a masterstroke at the
2015 World Cup.

KANE WILLIAMSON: Armed with
left-arm pacer Neil Wagner,
Williamson exploited Steve Smith's
inherent weakness against the short-
pitched deliveries. His decision to
choke England in the World Cup final
with Colin de Grandhomme was
another example of his ingenuity.

$50 million

That's the annual turnover of

New Zealand Cricket, which is roughly
half of India captain Virat Kohli's net
worth.

ENS

Zealand at the international level and an-
other dozen others who are with our state
teams - these are essentially our fringe play-
ers - go away to play in at least three fran-
chise leagues during the year,” Mills says.
At present, there are nine New Zealanders
(six players and three coaches) who are in the
IPL, 11 in the Natwest Blast and The Hundred,
and another four with the Caribbean Premier
League. If anyone wants to learn how to re-
main competitive on the cricket field with
limited resources, they don’t have tolook be-
yond New Zealand Cricket.
LIVE ON STAR SPORTS: India vs New Zealand,
Ist T201 12.20pm

Chock-a-block
calender needs to

be looked at: Virat

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AUCKLAND, JANUARY 23

INDIA CAPTAIN Virat Kohli on Thursday said
cricketers are “getting closer and closer to
landing at the stadium and playing straight”
as his team geared up for a clash against New
Zealand here, less than a week after beating
Australia at home.

India are set to take on New Zealand in a
five-match T20 International series within
five days of completing a home ODI assign-
ment against Australia. Kohli said the short
turnaround is tough given the busy interna-
tional calendar.

“Well it’s definitely getting closer and
closer to landing at the stadium and playing
straight. That's how compressed the game
has become but I think this kind of travel and
coming to a place, which is seven hours
ahead of India time, is always difficult to ad-
just toimmediately,” Kohli told reporters on
the eve of the first T20 here.

“So, I am sure these things will be taken
into consideration much more in the future,
yeahitis whatitis, you cando whatever you
can to get better and get on the park again,
and that’s international cricket for you today,
itis back to back,” he said.

On the upside, the skipper said the sched-
uling ensures that players are in the zone.

“The last series we played against
Australia was ODIs so we spent more time
on the field, but we played a few T20s before
that. Having played a lot more cricket than
justT20s in the last three games, we will find
it easier to come here and play even though
with less time (to prepare). We are looking
forward to that and starting with the series
because thisis the year of the world cup and
every T20is important,” Kohli said.

Williamson
ready to step
down for team

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AUCKLAND, JANUARY 23

KANE WILLIAMSON on Thursday hinted that
he is open to stepping aside as New Zealand
captain if such a move serves the team bet-
ter in the wake of the humiliating Test series
loss to Australia.

The 0-3 defeat at the hands of the trans-
Tasman rivals earlier this summer has shocked
the cricketing fraternity here and the New
Zealand authorities have set up areview with
Williamson’s captaincy on the line as well.
Asked if he was still interested in leading New
Zealand across all formats, Williamson said,
“Formeit’s always been about whatis the best
for the team. If those discussions are to even-
tuate and collectively there is a thought that it
will be best for the team, then my stance is
whatever right and fits the group.”

“So, I'm open to whatever is good for the
group and to move the team in those direc-
tions. And you want to be making good deci-
sions. Once again, not just a personal thing
but a team thing,” he said on the eve of the
first T20 International against India here.
Williamson, however, said it was time for the
Black Caps to move on from the disappoint-
ment and focus on the India series.

“You need to keep moving on. The sched-
uleis such that challenges keep coming thick
and fast and now we got a great opportunity
against India who are one of the top sides in
the world but different personnel in terms
of the T20 format and the guys are looking
forward to the challenge.

“At times obviously it is tough. Australia
was a humbling experience to get beaten
badly like we did. You do want to be playing
the best. Not losing.”

He said playing against the best is an op-
portunity tolearn. “I had a few days off in be-
tween Australia series and this one, whichis
nice. Performance wise, you forever want
more. Those sorts of results (1oss to Australia)
do push you to get better and make you bet-
ter. “The humbling experience that it was is
also an opportunity to keep improving and
moving your game forward. It was a disap-
pointing tour but you do need to keep mov-
ing and developing.”

Like India, New Zealand too will be
preparing for the T20 World Cup later this
year. The skipper outlined that change in for-
mat and personnel should help his side over-
come the recent defeats. “It is tough with
such adifferent group and a different format.
ButIdon’t thinkit’s a matter of burying what
happened in Australia.”

INDIA TOUR OF NZ

1stT20 JAN 24
EDEN PARK, AUCKLAND

2ndT20 JAN 26
EDEN PARK, AUCKLAND

3rdT20 JAN29
SEDDON PARK, HAMILTON

4thT20 JAN 31
WESTPAC STADIUM WELLINGTON
5thT20 FEB2
BAY OVAL, MOUNT MAUNGANUI

1st ODI FEB S
SEDDON PARK, HAMILTON

2nd ODI FEB8
EDEN PARK, AUCKLAND

3rd ODI FEB11

BAY OVAL, MOUNT MAUNGANUI

1st TEST FEB 21-25
BASIN RESERVE, WELLINGTON

2ndTEST  FEB29-MAR25
HAGLEY OVAL, CHRISTCHURCH

In first Test in more than a year,
Zimbabwe show heart in defeat

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
HARARE, JANUARY 23

Suranga Lakmal took four for 27 to set up Sri
Lanka for a 10-wicket win over Zimbabwe in
the first Test in Harare on Thursday.

Resuming on 30 without loss and need-
ing 157 to make Sri Lanka bat again,
Zimbabwe recovered from the loss of three
early wickets to Lakmal toreach lunch at 120
for three. The tall pace bowler struck again
immediately after, removing Brendan Taylor
for 38, and Zimbabwe slumped to 170 all out,
losing their last seven wickets for 50.

Sri Lanka needed just 14 to win and open-
ers Oshada Fernando and Dimuth
Karunaratne knocked off the runs in three
overs. Angelo Mathews was named man of
the match for his 200 not out in Sri Lanka’s
first innings of 515 for nine declared. “I
wanted to go for a biggy,” said Mathews af-
ter the game. “It was very slow going and
they gave nothing away with their umbrella
field. “We didn’t want to bat in the fourth in-
nings. There was some variable bounce and
turn. We wanted a lead of 160 so I had to
make sure we got there.”

Zimbabwe, who had four debutants in
their team, began the day with high hopes

Fast bowler Suranga Lakmal finished
with figures of 4 for 27. File

of wiping out that lead and saving the first
Test they have played since November 2018.

Lakmal, however, was quick to make in-
roads, removing the top three, all left-han-
ders, in his first three overs as Zimbabwe
crumbled to 41 for three.

In his first over, the second of the day,
Lakmal found some extra bounce to induce
an edge from Prince Masvaure which carried
through to wicketkeeper Niroshan
Dickwella. In his next two overs, he had the
other opener Brian Mudzinganyama, who
had been drafted in for the concussed Kevin
Kasuza, leg before and Craig Ervine, who

made 85 in the first innings, caught at short
leg. Three wickets had fallen for eight runs
and Zimbabwe were sinking before Sean
Williams and Taylor temporarily steadied the
ship with some positive batting on a surface
that remained largely benign in spite of the
occasional ball keeping low.

At lunch, they had added 79 and taken
Zimbabwe to 120 for three, still 37 short of
making Sri Lanka bat again.

Both, however, were dismissed without
adding any further runs in the first eight balls
after lunch. Lakmal had Taylor caught at mid-
on and Kasun Rajitha prompted Williams to
feather a catch to Dickwella for 39.

The ‘keeper then produced a smart
stumping to remove Sikandar Raza off some
probing left-arm spin from Lasith
Embuldeniya. Zimbabwe added just 32in 29
overs in the afternoon session, slipping fur-
ther into the mire just after clearing the ar-
rears when Lahiru Kumara used the new ball
to blast out Donald Tiripano, Kyle Jarvis and
Ainsley Ndlovu. Regis Chakabva scratched
26 from 142 balls before being bowled by
Embuldeniya to set up the Sri Lanka target.
BRIEF SCORES: Zimbabwe 358 & 170 (Sean
Williams 39, Brendan Taylor 38; Lakmal 4/27,
Lahiru Kumara 3/32) lost to Sri Lanka 515/9
declared & 14 for no loss by 10 wickets.
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BRIEFLY

Anand draws with
Dubov; Carlsen back
inreckoning

Wijk Aan Zee: Five-time world cham-
pion Viswanathan Anand played out
yet another draw, sharing points with
Daniil Dubov of Russia in the ninth
round of Tata Steel Masters, here. Anand
could not do much with his white
pieces against Dubov on Wednesday
although optically his position ap-
peared to be preferable after the open-
ing. As it happened in the game, the
players reached a fairly level position
after the opening and the draw was not
a problem for Dubov. With 4.5 points,
the Indianaceisatnumber 10in stand-
ings. World's top ranked Magnus
Carlsen of Norway stormed through the
defense of whiz-kid Alireza Firouzja to
bounce back in reckoning for top hon-
ours.

TTteamsawinaway
fromsecuring
Olympics berths

Gondomar: Indian menand womenare
just one win away from securing their
maiden qualification for Olympics, fol-
lowing their contrasting victories
against Luxembourg and Sweden re-
spectively in the Team Qualifier here on
Wednesday. India's men's highest
ranked player G Sathiyan took some
time adjusting to the pimpled rubber
of Luka Mladenovic but other than that
itwas a straight forward tie for the fifth
seeds who play 11th seeds Slovenia in
the all-important round of 16 clash here
on Friday.

Mohun Bagan
consolidate top spot

Imphal: 1-League leaders Mohun
Baganregistered an emphatic 3-0 vic-
tory away from home against Neroca
FC at the Khuman Lampak Stadium
here on Thursday. Nongdamba
Naorem gave Mohun Bagan the lead
in the 27th minute before creating the
second goal for Papa Diawara in the
53rd minute. Substitute Komron
Tursunov added the third, deep into
stoppage time, to seal the deal for the
Mariners. Neroca head coach Gift
Raikhan made just a solitary change
to his previous match line-up, with
Ronald Singh coming in for Zico Sekle,
while his Mohun Bagan counterpart
Kibu Vicuna named an unchanged
eleven.

Soniain semifinal;
Nikhat bows out

Lather clinched a 3-2 win over
Ireland's Michaela Walsh.

Imphal: Former world silver-winner
Sonia Lather (57kg) entered the semi-fi-
nals to be assured of a medal but de-
fending champion Nikhat Zareen
(51kg) bowed out of the Strandja
Memorial Boxing Tournament in Sofia,
Bulgaria on Thursday. Lather, also a
two-time Asian silver-medallist,
clinched a 3-2 triumph over Ireland's
Michaela Walsh in a hard-fought con-
test. However, Zareen was beaten by a
similar margin in her last-eight stage
clash against American Christina Cruz.
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Rafael Nadal passes a ball girl his head band after a miscued shot struck her flush on the forehead during the match against Argentina's Federico Delbonis. Reuters

After showers, Rafathunders

Post a spell of rain that left the courts muddy, Nadal outclasses dogged Delbonis; Kyrgios subdues Simon

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
MELBOURNE, JANUARY 23

TOP SEED Rafael Nadal laboured past dogged
fellow left-hander Federico Delbonis
Thursday to take another step towards only
a second Australian Open crown. The
Spanish world number one created 20 break
point chances but was constantly denied by
the Argentine before he wrapped up a 6-3,
7-6(7/4),6-1 win on Rod Laver Arena.

The victory set up a third-round clash
with countryman Pablo Carreno Busta, his
doubles partner at this month's ATP Cup. “It
was a tough match. I lost a lot of opportuni-
ties on break point but found a way to finally
win the second set,” he said. “In the third I
was more relaxed, more aggressive and
found better play in that set.”

Nadal had dropped only 10 games in
three previous emphatic wins over 76th-
ranked Delbonis, and defeat was never on
the cards at Melbourne Park. But the
Argentine, whose best Grand Slam result was
the third round in Melbourne in 2016, made
life hard for the 19-time Grand Slam winner,
fending off 16 break point chances. Nadal
looked on track for another straightforward
victory after racing through the opening set,
sealing it with a trademark crosscourt fore-
hand.

But he found it tougher going in the sec-
ond, which went with serve up to the
tiebreaker. Nadal, though, came through and
Delbonis never recovered as the Spaniard as-
serted his authority to race home, but not be-
fore hitting a ballgirl on the head with a ball.

He rushed over to console her and gave
her a kiss for good measure.”For her it was
not a good moment, I was so scared for her,
the ball was quick and straight on her,” Nadal
said. “I'mvery happy she is good. She is brave.
Well done.”

Victory in Melbourne would make Nadal
the first man in the Open era -- and only the
third in history -- to win all four Major titles

twice, after Roy Emerson and Rod Laver.

While he has won 12 titles at Roland
Garros, four at the US Open and two at
Wimbledon, his only triumph in Australia
came in 2009 when he beat Roger Federer,
with four runner-up finishes to his name. If
he does win a second title in Melbourne,
Nadal will equal the 20 Grand Slams crowns
held by great rival Federer.

Kyrgios blasts Simon

Showman Nick Kyrgios blasted
Frenchman Gilles Simon off court at the
Australian Open Thursday, with his raw tal-
ent shining through in front of an adoring
home crowd. The 24-year-old had the meas-
ure of the veteran early on then lost concen-
tration and became agitated before refocus-
ing to win 6-2, 6-4, 4-6, 7-5 on his favoured
Melbourne Arena.

It set up a third-round clash with either
Russian 16th seed Karen Khachanov or
Sweden's Mikael Ymer, with the winner of
that match on course to meet world number
one Rafael Nadal in round four. “I definitely
lost my way a little bit... but I decided to refo-
cus,” Kyrgios said of his mini-meltdown in
the third set. “Icould have gone to a very dark
place in the fourth set but I put it away.”

A seemingly more mature Kyrgios has
spoken of how the bushfire crisis in his
homeland has given him perspective and fo-
cus, and that he felt he was playing for the
nation rather than just himself. And with the
roars of the crowd ringing in his ears, he
broke the Frenchman in the first game and
consolidated by holding serve.

Kyrgios looked sharp and broke again for
5-2 then served out the set, sending down
five aces and, crucially, making only two un-
forced errors. Simon was struggling with his
serve and the Australian broke again fora 1-
0 lead in the second set, making some big
shots when it counted.

It went with serve before Kyrgios,
watched again by his ATP Cup captain
Lleyton Hewitt, won the set with another

rocket serve. He broke Simon again early in
the third set, letting out a huge "C'mon!" But
the Frenchman broke back as Kyrgios started
to lose concentration in game eight, berat-
ing himself and gesturing to his box as frus-
trations kicked in.

He lost the set as his focus drifted and he
yelled at his box: "Of all the things you could
say, 'Stay tough'. Thanks man, thanks. That's
what I get, every break point, 'Stay tough'.
Wow." But the Australian conquered his men-
tal demons to regroup, getting a crucial break
to g0 6-5 up in the fourth and completing vic-
tory with a big ace, his 28th of the match.

Medvedev overcomes
nosebleed, underarm serve

Daniil Medvedev insisted a mid-match
nosebleed was not a serious problem as he
overcame an underarm serve and stiff resist-
ance from Spanish qualifier Pedro Martinez
Thursday to book his Australian Open third-
round ticket. The Russian fourth seed was
pressed hard in a competitive first set before
grinding down the 22-year-old 7-5, 6-1, 6-3
with the roof closed on Margaret Court Arena.

He plays Australia's Alexei Popyrin next
inMelbourne. “It was not easy, especially the
first set, but I managed to stay there the
whole match and came through because he
has less experience,” said Medvedev, who
won four titles last year and was runner-up
at the US Open.

He was up 5-0in the second set when he
required a medical timeout with blood drip-
ping from his nose, something that also inter-
rupted his Australian Open last year. “Well, I
was bleeding from the nose, which can hap-
pen to me sometimes. Doesn't usually hap-
pen during the match solhad to stopit,” said
the 23-year-old.

“Usually takes like four minutes, three,
four minutes. I called the physio so he could
help me to stop it. But it's nothing.” While
nosebleeds are a recurring issue, he said they
did not happen often enough to be a major
problem. “Let’s say it happens maybe two

A seemingly more mature
Kyrgios has spoken of how the
bushfire crisis in his homeland
has given him perspective and
focus, and that he felt he was
playing for the nation rather
than just himself.

times a year or maybe once. | remember it
actually happened at last year's Australian
Open in the first round.”

Asked if it was related to tension, he
replied: "No, not atall. If it would be, Iwould
be bleeding every match I play.” The highest
seed behind the Big Three of Rafael Nadal,
Novak Djokovic and Roger Federer,
Medvedev struggled to get going against a
tenacious player making his Australian Open
debut. But his strength and big serve ulti-
mately counted, with 19 aces.

So frustrated was the Spaniard that he re-
sorted to an underarm serve. I don't know
actually why he did it, but it surprised me a
lot," said Medvedev. "Butif he would make a
good one, I thinkI would be in trouble. But it
was really a bad one, so I had the ball easy."”

The pair stayed on serve until the
Russian's pressure paid dividends in the first
set, working break points in game four and
getting the edge when Martinez, ranked 168,
sent a backhand into the net.

But poor technique onavolley handed the
Spaniard a break back for 3-4 and Martinez's
confidence grew. They went game for game
until Medvedev stepped up a gear to break
again for the set when Martinez put a simple
forehand into the net. With the Spaniard
sapped of energy, Medvedev twisted the knife,
racing into a 5-0 second-set lead before his
nosebleed. Medvedev is aiming to better his
best performance at Melbourne Park, which
came last year when he made the round of 16
before falling to eventual champion Djokovic.

TRAMLINES

Cahill offers Halep
donation discount for
reaching third round

WHEN SIMONA Halep pledged to do-
nate A$200 ($137) to bushfire relief
every time she gave her coach a hard
time during her matches in Australia this
month, she was ready for the final total
to be a hefty sum. However, her
Australian coach Darren Cahill joked that
Halep had earned a half-price discount
on Thursday as she had reached the
third round of the Australian Open with
a fairly drama-free 6-2 6-4 win over
British qualifier Harriet Dart. "He (Cahill)
told me actually that he cut everything
at 50 per cent because Iwon the match.
[ could finish the second set. So'min a
good position,” the 28-year-old
Romanian told reporters with a smile.

Foot fault; Gulbis,
seventhtimelucky

Former top-10 player Ernests Gulbis is
now ranked outside the top 250 after a
series of injuries and no longer has a
shoe contract, whichled toabit of anis-
sue at the Australian Open: He ran out of
footwear. “I buy my own shoes now,” he
said. “I came here with one pair and I
had to buy two pairs of shoes here. |
thought that in Melbourne, during the
Australian Open, it's going to be no
problematall.” Wrong. The 31-year-old
Latvian, a French Open semifinalist in
2014, started calling around, checking
in with stores in Melbourne to find
some that would be suitable replace-
ments. The problem he ran into was
finding the proper size, 11 inthe US. It
took seven attempts, but eventually
Gulbis found what he was looking for.

Scalingnew peaks

Garbine Muguruza has scaled the
heights of tennis--two Grand Slam ti-
tles; the No. 1 ranking -- and now she's
trying to work her way back to that sort
of lofty status. In the meantime, she also
scaled the heights of Mount
Kilimanjaro. Muguruza spoke after edg-
ing AjlaTomljanovic 6-3,3-6,6-3 inthe
second round of the Australian Open
aboutan offseason trek to Africa's high-
est peak during a five-day climb in
November.“You don't get any award,
any prize, any photo, any nothing up
there,” Muruguza said. AP

Dominic Thiem had an
incredible 24 break
chances against wild-card

Alex Bolt, but he converted only
seven of those.

KEY RESULTS

Men's second round: (7) Alexander
Zverev bt. Egor Gerasimov: 7-6 (5), 6-4,
7-5, (4) Daniil Medvedev bt. (Q) Pedro
Martinez: 7-5, 6-1, 6-3, 5) Dominic
Thiem bt. (WC) Alex Bolt: 6-2, 5-7,6-7
(5),6-1,6-2(10) Gael Monfils bt.Ivo
Karlovic: 4-6,7-6(8),6-4, 7-5,(23) Nick
Kyrgios bt. Gilles Simon: 6-2,6-4,4-6, 7-
5, (15) Stanislas Wawrinka bt. Andreas
Seppi: 4-6,7-5,6-3,3-6,6-4,(16)Karen,
Khachanov bt. Mikael Ymer: 6-2,2-6, 6-
4, 3-6, 7-6 (10), (1) Rafael Nadal bt.
Federico Delbonis: 6-3,7-6(4), 6-1.
Women's first round: (2) Karolina
Pliskova bt. Laura Siegemund: 6-3, 6-3,
(6)Belinda Bencicbt. Jelena Ostapenko:
7-5,7-5,(17) Angelique Kerber bt.(WC)
PriscillaHon: 6-3,6-2,(19) Donna Vekic
bt. Alize Cornet: 6-4, 6-2, (4) Simona
Halep bt. Harriet Dart: 6-2, 6-4.

| definitely lost my way allittle
bit... but | decided torefocus. |
could have gone toavery dark
placein the fourth set but | put
itaway."

NICKKYRGIOS

Change of turf threatens to put Indian kho kho on the mat

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, JANUARY 24

“GIVENEPAL 5-6 years, and they'll start beat-
ing India,” comes the lanky lad's doomsday
prophecy, tumbling out at great speed and
with an urgency that will barely strike a
chord with any of his disinterested country
folk. Unlike his illustrious namesake in
cricket - the legendary Vijay Hazare - this
Vijay Hazare is a 'batsman'in a modest, low-
key sport: kho kho.

The young man from Ichalkaranji in
Kolhapur, though, did emerge as India's best
player at the recent Nationals, turning out for
Indian Railways who created a stir by beating
longstanding champions Maharashtra for
the first time ever. He also travelled with the
Indian team to the South Asian Games where
a surprisingly well-trained Nepal team ran
them very close prompting his apocalyptic
prediction for Indian kho kho (As originators
of the sport, India rule it. Up to now.)

With great historical relish and drawing
parallels from the doomed Panipat war that
ended Maratha supremacy to Indian
kabaddi's overthrow at the 2018 Asian
Games by Iran, Vijay Hazare has a ready vil-

lain for the piece: the turf. As kho kho goes
international with its first pro league this
year, the traditional school playground game
is forced to relocate from bare feet on mud
to shoes on the mat.

It's a repeat of the kushti story all over
again for Maharashtra, Hazare says, speak-
ing from the Ground Zero of kho kho -
Jayhind Mandal in Kolhapur, a legacy mud
sport club dating back to 1945, which churns
out national champions year after year and is
one of India's hotbeds for the sport. Close to
50 from Jayhind have kho-khoed their way
into jobs with police, army, railways and state
departments.

“Railways beat Maharashtra because we
trained on the mat for amonth. Once players
from the north see opportunity and money
in this sport when the league starts,
Maharashtra will struggle just as it did when
wrestling moved from mud to mat,” Hazare
says of the oncoming overthrow.

The sport rewards power, speed and
strength when it moves onto the mat.
“Almost double-triple energy is needed on
the mat. Those who could play 2-3 minutes
of non-stop chasing and batting, now get
breathless at the one-minute mark. And if
Maharashtra players don't adapt quickly,

Kho kho player Vijay Hazare (blue jersey) reckons that the move from mud to mat
would come at the cost of India’s supremacy in the game.

other Asian countries will do....”

So, the wrestling, hockey and kabaddi
playbook goes on the loop: a long, rich his-
tory of dominance goes kaput when the new

then naturally Punjab, Haryana, UP players
are going to edge them out. Players get older
quickly now on the mat. You watch,” he says.
“And if Nepal could scare India, imagine what

turfis wheeled in. This isn't an ordinary mat
either. 535 mat pieces are needed to build
one kho-kho playing 'field’, shiny and blue.
600 pieces come for a whistling 7 lakh. Not all
state teams could afford these this year
(Railways promptly shopped for it sensing a
chance to upstage Maharashtra). “It'll be dif-
ficult for individual clubs to own these,”
Hazare says.

While bruises and blood injuries signifi-
cantly reduced at the Nationals and some
heroic pole dives were witnessed, kho kho's
first tryst with the mat at the nationals led to
several ankle twists as players struggled to
run with shoes on the mat, with an almighty
drag exerted on the calves. 0“It helps the run-
ners - the batsmen. Chasing speed is reduced
to40 per bcent and becomes very tough. The
difference is zameen aur aasmaan between
mud and mat,” he reiterates.

Kolhapur - a nursery for wrestlers of yore
- also boasted of India's top five kho kho
clubs. “Pandhari nagri” - spiritual home, he
callsit. “All of Central and Western Railways
players are from here. Now South-Central
and Northern have started bolstering their
teams with Punjab and Andhra players who
are strong on mat,” he says.

Kho kho draws its players from lower-

and middle-class households, and Hazare's
story is no different. He was born to a hum-
ble home where his father still runs a paan
shop, where sparing money for him led to
noisy fights between his parents and grand-
parents till the time his sisters completed
their education and married to move away.
“The sport was my sanctuary from being
poor and repaying loan installments and the
fights,” he recalls.

His coach at Central Railway Sudhir
Mhaske, who mentored him, was a senior
ticket collector who needed to supplement his
income to keep the team alive by turning into
a bag man. In Mumbai, Brihannamumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC), Maharashtra
State Electricity Board (MSEB) and Mazgaon
Docks had kho kho teams but the maximum
prize money for a winning team would only
be Rs 3,000. The upcoming Pro League might
change things for the better, if it takes off.

But the change to mat has set kho kho on
anirreversible path: “An injury on the mat -
no blood, but broken bones - can set you back
by Rs 50,000. The sport has changed com-
pletely with the mat. Neither Maharashtra
at the Nationals, nor India in Asia should take
their dominance for granted. The mat
changes everything.”



