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Global airlines avoid
China, virus toll at 132
ADITYA CCHUNDURU || DDC
with aagency iinputs
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

Several international air-
lines, including Air India
and IndiGo from India,
have suspended their
flights to China as the
deadly coronavirus spread
rapidly in the country.
Airlines would refund full
fare to customers.

As on Wednesday, 132
people have died in China
— nearly all of them in
Hubei province, where the
virus started in December.

Of 6,078 people infected
by the virus across the
world, 5,987 cases were
reported in China, includ-
ing Hong Kong and
Macau. 

A representative of Air
India said flights to Shang-
hai from Delhi and Mum-
bai would be suspended
from January 31 to Febru-
ary 14. “Discussions on
cancelling flights to Hong
Kong are underway. As of
now, they will run as usu-
al,” he said on Wednesday. 

Indigo Airlines would
suspended its Delhi-
Chengdu and Bengaluru-
Hong Kong flights from
February 1. Its flight to
Guangzhou from Kolkata
flight would continue to
run, but it would be moni-
tored on a daily basis.

“And for our operating
crew, we are ensuring that
they return to India on the
inbound flights without
any layover in China,” the
low-cost carrier said.

Other airlines, including
British Airways, Air
France, United Airlines,
Air Canada, Lion Air have
already cancelled some
flights to China.

Reflecting seriousness of
the epidemic, Chinese
President Xi Jinping on
Wednesday ordered the
military to “shoulder
responsibility” to contain
the coronavirus outbreak.

■ Page 22: IIndians ccancel
their pplans tto vvisit CChina

India win a cliffhanger

Indian batsman Rohit Sharma (right) celebrates with K. L. Rahul after hitting the win-
ning six off the last ball in the Super Over of the third Twenty20 cricket match against
New Zealand in Hamilton, New Zealand, on Wednesday. ■ Report oon PPage 115 — AP

India faces high
risk, says study

INDIA TO BRING
BACK ITS CITIZENS
FROM CHINA
New Delhi: India is set to
operate two flights to
bring back its nationals
from China’s Hubei provi-
nce. MEA spokesperson
said the Indian Embassy
in Beijing is in touch with
Chinese authorities to
work out logistics. He
asked all Indians in Hubei
to contact the mission.

■ Full rreport oon PPage 66

CENTRE ASKS
PEOPLE TO DEFER
CHINA TRAVEL
New Delhi: The Centre on
Wednesday asked Indians
to refrain from travelling
to China where the coron-
avirus has claimed over
100 lives. The ministry
urged people travelling to
China to monitor their
health closely and ask
them to use 24x7 helpline
(011-23978046) for queries.

■ Full rreport oon PPage 66

1ST CORONAVIRUS
CASE REPORTED
IN WEST ASIA

Parents of Bhainsa riots
accused die on same day
DC CCORRESPONDENT
NIRMAL, JAN. 29

In a tragic incident, the
parents of the two broth-
ers accused in Bhainsa
communal clashes, who
were in old age, died on
Wednesday in
Panjashagalli in Bhainsa
town on Wednesday.

The husband and wife
died on the same day.
According to sources,
Abdul Ahmed,75 years
old, died due to ill health
on Wednesday morning,
while his wife, Haimadi
Begum, 68 years old, died
of a cardiac arrest within
hours as she could not

cope with the news of the
death of her husband.

Akram, relative of the
deceased couple, said
Ahmed was worried over
the well being of their two
sons, who had been arrest-
ed by police in connection
with recent communal
clashes that took place in

Bhainsa. The two sons are
currently lodged in
Nirmal sub-jail.

Akram appealed to the
police to bring the two
sons of the deceased cou-
ple to attend the funeral of
their parents.

Eleven persons includ-
ing three police officers
were injured in clashes
that began as a petty quar-
rel on January 14 between
groups from two commu-
nities in Bhainsa.

The clashes began as a
quarrel between a group
that was riding noisy
motorcycles in the Korva
Galli locality, and local
residents, who objected.

HC fines 2 collectors for contempt
VUJJINI 
VAMSHIDHARA || DDC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

The Telangana High Court
has punished two district
collectors and one revenue
divisional officer (RDO)
for “wilful disobedience of
court orders” in acquiring
some extent of land in
Vemula ghat village of
Siddipet district during
the construction of the
Mallanna Sagar reservoir.

While coming to conclu-
sion that the two IAS offi-
cer and RDO had not paid
heed to court directions,
Justice M.S. Ramacha-
ndra Rao imposed a fine of
`2,000 on P. Venkatrami

Reddy, district collector,
Siddipet, and Krishna
Bhaskar, presently work-
ing as collector of Sircilla
district. The fine has to be

paid by them within four
weeks, and in case of a
default, they would have
to undergo imprisonment
for one month.

The judge also sentenced
a two months imprison-
ment and fine of `2,000 on
Jayachandra Reddy, RDO
cum special deputy collec-
tor for Kaleshwaram pro-
ject unit-3. 

The sentence of impris-
onment was suspended for
four weeks to enable the
respondent officials to
make an appeal before the
court.

Despite court directions
to take objections from
petitioners without sup-
plying the Detailed Project

Report to land owners,
before declaring an award
for acquisition of land, the
authorities undertook an
agreement from land own-
ers directly for voluntary
acquisition. The authori-
ties also issued a declara-
tion of land acquisition.

Challenging this action
of wilful disobedience of
court orders by the
authorities, a contempt
case was filed before the
High Court. After consid-
ering facts, the judge
directed all three officials
to pay costs of Rs 2,000 to
each of the petitioners,
apart from imposing fine
and a possible imprison-
ment in case of a default.

Dubai: The United Arab
Emirates (UAE) said on
Wednesday that a Chinese
family of four who arrived
from Wuhan were infected
with the new coronavirus,
in the first confirmed
cases in the West Asia.
The health ministry said
that their condition of the
family was stable.

■ Full rreport oon PPage 111

New Delhi, Jan. 29: India
is among the top 30 coun-
tries at “high-risk” from
the spread of the deadly
coronavirus, according to
a study based on the num-
ber of air travellers pre-
dicted to arrive in the
countries from the worst
affected cities in China.

Researchers from the
University of Southam-
pton in the UK compiled a
list of cities and countries
they believe are at high
risk from the coronavirus.

The most “at risk” coun-
tries or regions worldwide
are Thailand (1), Japan (2),
and Hong Kong (3). 

The United States is
sixth on the list, Australia
10th, the United Kingdom
17th and India 23rd, the
researchers said in the
study. 

According to the study
by the university’s
WorldPop team, Bangkok
in Thailand is currently
the city most at risk from
a global spread of the
virus. Hong Kong is sec-
ond on the list, followed by
Taipei in Taiwan.

Sydney, New York and
London are among the top
20 other major interna-
tional cities ranked in the
research, released on
Tuesday. — PTI

No coronavirus in
state, says EtalaClashes erupt over CAA

in W. Bengal, 2 shot dead
PRANMOY BBRAH-
MACHARI AAND RRAJIB
CHOWDHURI || DDC
BERHAMPORE/KOLKATA,
JAN. 29

A Muslim cleric and a
teenager were shot dead
while three others were
injured after a gang of mis-
creants allegedly backed
by the Trinamul Congress
opened fire on them dur-
ing a clash.

The incident occurred
over a bandh called by an
outfit against the
Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA) and National
Register of Citizens (NRC)
at Jalangi in Murshidabad
on Wednesday morning.

The victims were identi-
fied as Anwarul Biswas
(65), a Maulavi of at a local
mosque and Salauddin
Sheikh alias Maqbool (18),
a mason. The incident has
left chief minister Mamata
Banerjee’s party in a tight
spot as the Trinamul
supremo has been spear-
heading a massive move-
ment against the CAA and
NRC across the state.

The outfit, Nobojagoron
Nagarik Mancha, claim-
ing itself to be apolitical,
called the bandh at
Sahebnagar in Jalangi
demanding the withdraw-
al of the CAA and NRC.

■ Page 77: CClashes wwere
reported iin MMaha, GGujarat

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

Telangana state health
minister Etala Rajender
on Wednesday appealed to
people not to give into anx-
iety or panic over possibil-
ity of the coronavirus
infections. He said the
state government was fol-
lowing the Centre’s guide-
lines on identifying and
treatment of any possible
case of the disease in the
city and across the state.

“Arrangements are in
place at the Fever Hospital
for admitting anyone who
might want to get checked
for the disease and for
treatment. Steps are being

taken to put into place all
required systems in place
in the Gandhi and the
Chest Hospitals, which
between them would have
100 beds in special wards,”
Mr Rajender told a news
conference.

He said that screening of
all passengers flying into
the city from anywhere in
China, from where the
virus originally emerged,
and from other countries
is already in place. “If any-
one thinks they have flu
like symptoms, they can
contact the government
helpline,” he added.

■ Page 22: TTS wwants tto ttest
samples iin sstate llabs

PARMOD KKUMAR || DDC
NEW DELHI, JAN. 29

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday rejected a plea
by Mukesh Kumar, a death
row convict in the
Nirbhaya case, challeng-
ing the rejection of his
mercy petition by the
President of India on the
ground that all relevant
material relating to the
case was not placed before
the President, and thus
there was “non-application
of mind” in treating his
mercy plea.

Holding that all docu-
ments were taken into con-
sideration by the
President and a swift rejec-

tion of mercy petition
could not be a ground for
its reconsideration by the
Court, Justice R.
Banumathi, Justice Ashok
Bhushan and Justice A.S.
Bopanna said in their
order that there was no
ground for exercise of judi-
cial review of the
President’s order rejecting

a mercy petition.
“We do not find any

ground for exercise of judi-
cial review of the order of
the President of India
rejecting the petitioner’s
mercy petition and this
petition is liable to be dis-
missed,” the order pro-
nounced today said.

The court in its order
rejected all contentions of
Mukesh, including that all
relevant material relating
to the case was not consid-
ered, rejection of mercy
petition was done at a
“lightning speed” with
“pre-determined mind”,
and thus, there was “non-
application of mind”, his
being kept in solitary con-

finement, subjected to
indignities, including
being repeatedly beaten up
and sexually harassed in
prison.

“The court shall keep in
mind that where power is
vested in a very high
authority, it must be pre-
sumed that the said
authority would act care-
fully after an objective con-
sideration of all the
aspects of the matter,” the
order said, brushing aside
the contention that the
mercy petition was decid-
ed without considering the
entire material.

■ Page 66: NNo jjudicial rreview
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SC rejects rapist’s plea on mercy
Another convict files curative petition in SCNIRBHAYA | CASE

PFI MEMBERS
SEEK MORE TIME
TO ANSWER ED

DELHI POLICE TO
GRILL SHARJEEL
FOR FIVE DAYS

SHOPS, OFFICES SHUT IN OLD CITY FOR
BHARAT BANDH AGAINST CAA-NRC
ATHER MMOIN || DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

Most shops and offices in
the Old City remained
closed on Wednesday in
response to a nationwide
bandh call given by
Bharat Mukti Morcha
against CAA-NPR-NRC.

While the impact in
main markets was partial,
shops in interior areas of
the Old City remained

closed. Schools and col-
leges in the area too were
shut. The shutdown was
complete in other Muslim-
majority areas like Nam-
pally and Tolichowki. 

On the shutters, the
shopkeepers pasted post-
ers reading “With Indian
passport you can prove
yourself an Indian in all
countries of the world,
except your own country.
New India.”

New Delhi: The Anti-
CAA activist Sharjeel
Imam, who was arrested
by the Delhi Police’s
Crime Branch from
Bihar’s Jehanabad dis-
trict in a sedition 
case, will be questioned
by the police for the next
five days in connection
with his alleged inflam-
matory speeches at the
Jamia Millia Islamia
University here and in
Aligarh, officials said on
Wednesday.

New Delhi: Representa-
tives of Kerala-based PFI
and NGO Rehab India
Foundation on Wednes-
day met ED officials to
seek more time for its
office bearers to appear
before the probe agency in
connection with a money
laundering probe being
conducted against them,
officials said. PFI is accu-
sed of funding anti-CAA
protests in the country.

■ Full rreport oon PPage 77

COUNTER POINT

Max: 32OC
Min: 20.7OC 
RH: 42%
Rainfall: Nil

Forecast: Partly cloudy
sky. Misty morning.

Max/Min temp. 32/20ºC

WEATHER

ASTROGUIDE
Vikari; Uttarayana

Tithi: Magha Shuddha 
Panchami till 1.18 pm

Star: Uttarabhadra till 3.11 pm
Varjyam: 4.39 am to 6.27 am

Durmuhurtam: 10.37 am to 
11.22 am; 3.06 pm to 3.51 pm 

Rahukalam: 1 pm to 3 pm
HIJRI CALENDAR

Jumada al-Thani 4,1441 AH
PRAYERS

Fajar: 5.46 am
Zohar: 12.39 pm

Asar: 4.33 pm
Maghrib: 6.15 pm

Isha: 7.25 pm
SUNSET TODAY 6.18 PM

SUNRISE TOMORROW 6.48 AM
MOONRISE TODAY  10.21 AM
MOONSET TODAY 10.40 PM

■ ■ BANGKOK IIN Thailand
is currently the city most
at risk from a global
spread of the virus,
according to a study.
Hong Kong is second on
the list, followed by Taipei
in Taiwan.

■ ■ AKRAM, RRELATIVE of
the deceased couple, said
Ahmed was worried over
the well being of their
two sons, who had been
arrested by police in con-
nection with recent com-
munal clashes

We do not find any
ground for exercise of

judicial review of the order of
the President of 
India rejecting the petitioner’s
mercy petition and this peti-
tion is liable to be dismissed

— SUPREME COURT

■ ■ DESPITE CCOURT direc-
tions to take objections
from petitioners, the
authorities undertook an
agreement from land own-
ers directly for voluntary
acquisition for the con-
struction of Mallanna
Sagar reservoir.

■ ■ THE JJUDGE also sen-
tenced a two-month jail
on Jayachandra Reddy,
RDO for Kaleshwaram
project unit-3.

Chinese Prez summons army to prevent spread of virus
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Bengaluru tops 
in traffic jams

Bengaluru: Bengaluru is the
Most Traffic Congested City
in the world as per a report

released by location tech-
nology firm TomTom

(TOM2). As per results of
the TomTom Traffic Index, a

report detailing the traffic
in 416 cities in 57 countries,

Bengaluru takes the top
spot this year with drivers

expecting to spend an aver-
age of 71 per cent extra

travel time stuck in traffic.
Bengalureans driving during

peak hours, spend an extra
243 hours, i.e., 10 days, in

traffic each year, it said.

Abortion at 24
weeks now

New Delhi: In a signifi-
cant move, the Union

Cabinet on Wednesday
approved extending the

upper limit for permit-
ting abortions from the
present 20 weeks to 24
weeks for “special cate-
gories of women”, that

would include rape sur-
vivors, incest victims, dif-

ferently-abled and
minors. The Medical

Termination of Pregna-
ncy (Amendment) Bill

2020, will be introduced
in the Budget Session.

Saina joins BJP,
hails PM Modi

New Delhi: Former world
number one badminton

player Saina Nehwal
joined the BJP on

Wednesday, hailing
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi as an “inspiration”

with his “hard work”.
Joining the party at its

headquarters here,
Nehwal, 29, said the BJP

was doing “a lot of
good”, and would work

to do her bit as its mem-
ber. She told reporters

she is a hard-working
professional and likes
hard-working people.

Anurag, Parvesh
ousted for hate 

New Delhi: The Election
Commission on Wednesday
ordered the removal of BJP
leaders Anurag Thakur and

Parvesh Verma from the
party’s list of star cam-

paigners for Delhi polls over
their controversial remarks.

The order said the two
leaders who made objec-
tionable comments while
campaigning during elec-

tion rallies be removed
from the list of BJP’s “star

campaigners”. 
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Global airlines avoid
China, virus toll at 132
ADITYA CCHUNDURU || DDC
with aagency iinputs
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

Several international air-
lines, including Air India
and IndiGo from India,
have suspended their
flights to China as the
deadly coronavirus spread
rapidly in the country.
Airlines would refund full
fare to customers.

As on Wednesday, 132
people have died in China
— nearly all of them in
Hubei province, where the
virus started in December.

Of 6,078 people infected
by the virus across the
world, 5,987 cases were
reported in China, includ-
ing Hong Kong and
Macau. 

A representative of Air
India said flights to Shang-
hai from Delhi and Mum-
bai would be suspended
from January 31 to Febru-
ary 14. “Discussions on
cancelling flights to Hong
Kong are underway. As of
now, they will run as usu-
al,” he said on Wednesday. 

Indigo Airlines would
suspended its Delhi-
Chengdu and Bengaluru-
Hong Kong flights from
February 1. Its flight to
Guangzhou from Kolkata
flight would continue to
run, but it would be moni-
tored on a daily basis.

“And for our operating
crew, we are ensuring that
they return to India on the
inbound flights without
any layover in China,” the
low-cost carrier said.

Other airlines, including
British Airways, Air
France, United Airlines,
Air Canada, Lion Air have
already cancelled some
flights to China.

Reflecting seriousness of
the epidemic, Chinese
President Xi Jinping on
Wednesday ordered the
military to “shoulder
responsibility” to contain
the coronavirus outbreak.

■ Page 22: IIndians ccancel
their pplans tto vvisit CChina

India win a cliffhanger

Indian batsman Rohit Sharma (right) celebrates with K. L. Rahul after hitting the win-
ning six off the last ball in the Super Over of the third Twenty20 cricket match against
New Zealand in Hamilton, New Zealand, on Wednesday. ■ Report oon PPage 115 — AP

India faces high
risk, says study

INDIA TO BRING
BACK ITS CITIZENS
FROM CHINA
New Delhi: India is set to
operate two flights to
bring back its nationals
from China’s Hubei provi-
nce. MEA spokesperson
said the Indian Embassy
in Beijing is in touch with
Chinese authorities to
work out logistics. He
asked all Indians in Hubei
to contact the mission.

■ Full rreport oon PPage 66

CENTRE ASKS
PEOPLE TO DEFER
CHINA TRAVEL
New Delhi: The Centre on
Wednesday asked Indians
to refrain from travelling
to China where the coron-
avirus has claimed over
100 lives. The ministry
urged people travelling to
China to monitor their
health closely and ask
them to use 24x7 helpline
(011-23978046) for queries.

■ Full rreport oon PPage 66

1ST CORONAVIRUS
CASE REPORTED
IN WEST ASIA

Parents of Bhainsa riots
accused die on same day
DC CCORRESPONDENT
NIRMAL, JAN. 29

In a tragic incident, the
parents of the two broth-
ers accused in Bhainsa
communal clashes, who
were in old age, died on
Wednesday in
Panjashagalli in Bhainsa
town on Wednesday.

The husband and wife
died on the same day.
According to sources,
Abdul Ahmed,75 years
old, died due to ill health
on Wednesday morning,
while his wife, Haimadi
Begum, 68 years old, died
of a cardiac arrest within
hours as she could not

cope with the news of the
death of her husband.

Akram, relative of the
deceased couple, said
Ahmed was worried over
the well being of their two
sons, who had been arrest-
ed by police in connection
with recent communal
clashes that took place in

Bhainsa. The two sons are
currently lodged in
Nirmal sub-jail.

Akram appealed to the
police to bring the two
sons of the deceased cou-
ple to attend the funeral of
their parents.

Eleven persons includ-
ing three police officers
were injured in clashes
that began as a petty quar-
rel on January 14 between
groups from two commu-
nities in Bhainsa.

The clashes began as a
quarrel between a group
that was riding noisy
motorcycles in the Korva
Galli locality, and local
residents, who objected.

HC fines 2 collectors for contempt
VUJJINI 
VAMSHIDHARA || DDC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

The Telangana High Court
has punished two district
collectors and one revenue
divisional officer (RDO)
for “wilful disobedience of
court orders” in acquiring
some extent of land in
Vemula ghat village of
Siddipet district during
the construction of the
Mallanna Sagar reservoir.

While coming to conclu-
sion that the two IAS offi-
cer and RDO had not paid
heed to court directions,
Justice M.S. Ramacha-
ndra Rao imposed a fine of
`2,000 on P. Venkatrami

Reddy, district collector,
Siddipet, and Krishna
Bhaskar, presently work-
ing as collector of Sircilla
district. The fine has to be

paid by them within four
weeks, and in case of a
default, they would have
to undergo imprisonment
for one month.

The judge also sentenced
a two months imprison-
ment and fine of `2,000 on
Jayachandra Reddy, RDO
cum special deputy collec-
tor for Kaleshwaram pro-
ject unit-3. 

The sentence of impris-
onment was suspended for
four weeks to enable the
respondent officials to
make an appeal before the
court.

Despite court directions
to take objections from
petitioners without sup-
plying the Detailed Project

Report to land owners,
before declaring an award
for acquisition of land, the
authorities undertook an
agreement from land own-
ers directly for voluntary
acquisition. The authori-
ties also issued a declara-
tion of land acquisition.

Challenging this action
of wilful disobedience of
court orders by the
authorities, a contempt
case was filed before the
High Court. After consid-
ering facts, the judge
directed all three officials
to pay costs of Rs 2,000 to
each of the petitioners,
apart from imposing fine
and a possible imprison-
ment in case of a default.

Dubai: The United Arab
Emirates (UAE) said on
Wednesday that a Chinese
family of four who arrived
from Wuhan were infected
with the new coronavirus,
in the first confirmed
cases in the West Asia.
The health ministry said
that their condition of the
family was stable.

■ Full rreport oon PPage 111

New Delhi, Jan. 29: India
is among the top 30 coun-
tries at “high-risk” from
the spread of the deadly
coronavirus, according to
a study based on the num-
ber of air travellers pre-
dicted to arrive in the
countries from the worst
affected cities in China.

Researchers from the
University of Southam-
pton in the UK compiled a
list of cities and countries
they believe are at high
risk from the coronavirus.

The most “at risk” coun-
tries or regions worldwide
are Thailand (1), Japan (2),
and Hong Kong (3). 

The United States is
sixth on the list, Australia
10th, the United Kingdom
17th and India 23rd, the
researchers said in the
study. 

According to the study
by the university’s
WorldPop team, Bangkok
in Thailand is currently
the city most at risk from
a global spread of the
virus. Hong Kong is sec-
ond on the list, followed by
Taipei in Taiwan.

Sydney, New York and
London are among the top
20 other major interna-
tional cities ranked in the
research, released on
Tuesday. — PTI

No coronavirus in
state, says EtalaClashes erupt over CAA

in W. Bengal, 2 shot dead
PRANMOY BBRAH-
MACHARI AAND RRAJIB
CHOWDHURI || DDC
BERHAMPORE/KOLKATA,
JAN. 29

A Muslim cleric and a
teenager were shot dead
while three others were
injured after a gang of mis-
creants allegedly backed
by the Trinamul Congress
opened fire on them dur-
ing a clash.

The incident occurred
over a bandh called by an
outfit against the
Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA) and National
Register of Citizens (NRC)
at Jalangi in Murshidabad
on Wednesday morning.

The victims were identi-
fied as Anwarul Biswas
(65), a Maulavi of at a local
mosque and Salauddin
Sheikh alias Maqbool (18),
a mason. The incident has
left chief minister Mamata
Banerjee’s party in a tight
spot as the Trinamul
supremo has been spear-
heading a massive move-
ment against the CAA and
NRC across the state.

The outfit, Nobojagoron
Nagarik Mancha, claim-
ing itself to be apolitical,
called the bandh at
Sahebnagar in Jalangi
demanding the withdraw-
al of the CAA and NRC.

■ Page 77: CClashes wwere
reported iin MMaha, GGujarat

DC CCORRESPONDENT
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Telangana state health
minister Etala Rajender
on Wednesday appealed to
people not to give into anx-
iety or panic over possibil-
ity of the coronavirus
infections. He said the
state government was fol-
lowing the Centre’s guide-
lines on identifying and
treatment of any possible
case of the disease in the
city and across the state.

“Arrangements are in
place at the Fever Hospital
for admitting anyone who
might want to get checked
for the disease and for
treatment. Steps are being

taken to put into place all
required systems in place
in the Gandhi and the
Chest Hospitals, which
between them would have
100 beds in special wards,”
Mr Rajender told a news
conference.

He said that screening of
all passengers flying into
the city from anywhere in
China, from where the
virus originally emerged,
and from other countries
is already in place. “If any-
one thinks they have flu
like symptoms, they can
contact the government
helpline,” he added.

■ Page 22: TTS wwants tto ttest
samples iin sstate llabs
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NEW DELHI, JAN. 29

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday rejected a plea
by Mukesh Kumar, a death
row convict in the
Nirbhaya case, challeng-
ing the rejection of his
mercy petition by the
President of India on the
ground that all relevant
material relating to the
case was not placed before
the President, and thus
there was “non-application
of mind” in treating his
mercy plea.

Holding that all docu-
ments were taken into con-
sideration by the
President and a swift rejec-

tion of mercy petition
could not be a ground for
its reconsideration by the
Court, Justice R.
Banumathi, Justice Ashok
Bhushan and Justice A.S.
Bopanna said in their
order that there was no
ground for exercise of judi-
cial review of the
President’s order rejecting

a mercy petition.
“We do not find any

ground for exercise of judi-
cial review of the order of
the President of India
rejecting the petitioner’s
mercy petition and this
petition is liable to be dis-
missed,” the order pro-
nounced today said.

The court in its order
rejected all contentions of
Mukesh, including that all
relevant material relating
to the case was not consid-
ered, rejection of mercy
petition was done at a
“lightning speed” with
“pre-determined mind”,
and thus, there was “non-
application of mind”, his
being kept in solitary con-

finement, subjected to
indignities, including
being repeatedly beaten up
and sexually harassed in
prison.

“The court shall keep in
mind that where power is
vested in a very high
authority, it must be pre-
sumed that the said
authority would act care-
fully after an objective con-
sideration of all the
aspects of the matter,” the
order said, brushing aside
the contention that the
mercy petition was decid-
ed without considering the
entire material.

■ Page 66: NNo jjudicial rreview
for sswift rrejection

SC rejects rapist’s plea on mercy
Another convict files curative petition in SCNIRBHAYA | CASE

PFI MEMBERS
SEEK MORE TIME
TO ANSWER ED

DELHI POLICE TO
GRILL SHARJEEL
FOR FIVE DAYS

SHOPS, OFFICES SHUT IN OLD CITY FOR
BHARAT BANDH AGAINST CAA-NRC
ATHER MMOIN || DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

Most shops and offices in
the Old City remained
closed on Wednesday in
response to a nationwide
bandh call given by
Bharat Mukti Morcha
against CAA-NPR-NRC.

While the impact in
main markets was partial,
shops in interior areas of
the Old City remained

closed. Schools and col-
leges in the area too were
shut. The shutdown was
complete in other Muslim-
majority areas like Nam-
pally and Tolichowki. 

On the shutters, the
shopkeepers pasted post-
ers reading “With Indian
passport you can prove
yourself an Indian in all
countries of the world,
except your own country.
New India.”

New Delhi: The Anti-
CAA activist Sharjeel
Imam, who was arrested
by the Delhi Police’s
Crime Branch from
Bihar’s Jehanabad dis-
trict in a sedition 
case, will be questioned
by the police for the next
five days in connection
with his alleged inflam-
matory speeches at the
Jamia Millia Islamia
University here and in
Aligarh, officials said on
Wednesday.

New Delhi: Representa-
tives of Kerala-based PFI
and NGO Rehab India
Foundation on Wednes-
day met ED officials to
seek more time for its
office bearers to appear
before the probe agency in
connection with a money
laundering probe being
conducted against them,
officials said. PFI is accu-
sed of funding anti-CAA
protests in the country.

■ Full rreport oon PPage 77

COUNTER POINT

Max: 32OC
Min: 20.7OC 
RH: 42%
Rainfall: Nil

Forecast: Partly cloudy
sky. Misty morning.

Max/Min temp. 32/20ºC

WEATHER

ASTROGUIDE
Vikari; Uttarayana

Tithi: Magha Shuddha 
Panchami till 1.18 pm

Star: Uttarabhadra till 3.11 pm
Varjyam: 4.39 am to 6.27 am

Durmuhurtam: 10.37 am to 
11.22 am; 3.06 pm to 3.51 pm 

Rahukalam: 1 pm to 3 pm
HIJRI CALENDAR

Jumada al-Thani 4,1441 AH
PRAYERS

Fajar: 5.46 am
Zohar: 12.39 pm

Asar: 4.33 pm
Maghrib: 6.15 pm

Isha: 7.25 pm
SUNSET TODAY 6.18 PM

SUNRISE TOMORROW 6.48 AM
MOONRISE TODAY  10.21 AM
MOONSET TODAY 10.40 PM

■ ■ BANGKOK IIN Thailand
is currently the city most
at risk from a global
spread of the virus,
according to a study.
Hong Kong is second on
the list, followed by Taipei
in Taiwan.

■ ■ AKRAM, RRELATIVE of
the deceased couple, said
Ahmed was worried over
the well being of their
two sons, who had been
arrested by police in con-
nection with recent com-
munal clashes

We do not find any
ground for exercise of

judicial review of the order of
the President of 
India rejecting the petitioner’s
mercy petition and this peti-
tion is liable to be dismissed

— SUPREME COURT

■ ■ DESPITE CCOURT direc-
tions to take objections
from petitioners, the
authorities undertook an
agreement from land own-
ers directly for voluntary
acquisition for the con-
struction of Mallanna
Sagar reservoir.

■ ■ THE JJUDGE also sen-
tenced a two-month jail
on Jayachandra Reddy,
RDO for Kaleshwaram
project unit-3.

Chinese Prez summons army to prevent spread of virus
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Bengaluru tops 
in traffic jams

Bengaluru: Bengaluru is the
Most Traffic Congested City
in the world as per a report

released by location tech-
nology firm TomTom

(TOM2). As per results of
the TomTom Traffic Index, a

report detailing the traffic
in 416 cities in 57 countries,

Bengaluru takes the top
spot this year with drivers

expecting to spend an aver-
age of 71 per cent extra

travel time stuck in traffic.
Bengalureans driving during

peak hours, spend an extra
243 hours, i.e., 10 days, in

traffic each year, it said.

Abortion at 24
weeks now

New Delhi: In a signifi-
cant move, the Union

Cabinet on Wednesday
approved extending the

upper limit for permit-
ting abortions from the
present 20 weeks to 24
weeks for “special cate-
gories of women”, that

would include rape sur-
vivors, incest victims, dif-

ferently-abled and
minors. The Medical

Termination of Pregna-
ncy (Amendment) Bill

2020, will be introduced
in the Budget Session.

Saina joins BJP,
hails PM Modi

New Delhi: Former world
number one badminton

player Saina Nehwal
joined the BJP on

Wednesday, hailing
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi as an “inspiration”

with his “hard work”.
Joining the party at its

headquarters here,
Nehwal, 29, said the BJP

was doing “a lot of
good”, and would work

to do her bit as its mem-
ber. She told reporters

she is a hard-working
professional and likes
hard-working people.

Anurag, Parvesh
ousted for hate 

New Delhi: The Election
Commission on Wednesday
ordered the removal of BJP
leaders Anurag Thakur and

Parvesh Verma from the
party’s list of star cam-

paigners for Delhi polls over
their controversial remarks.

The order said the two
leaders who made objec-
tionable comments while
campaigning during elec-

tion rallies be removed
from the list of BJP’s “star

campaigners”. 
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Red gram
Have requested Centre not to limit procurement of
red gram from TS as the yield has been very high
this year, said agriculture minister S. Niranjan Reddy 

SHORT TAKES Suspects’ samples double checked
Experts suggest partition between each bed in isolation ward to prevent cross transmission
KANIZA GGARARI || DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

Two samples are being
taken from people who
are self-reporting to
Fever Hospital for sus-
pected coronavirus. One
is for test at the ICMR-
accredited laboratory in
Hyderabad and another
for examination by the
National Institute of
Virology in Pune.

The Central team, com-
prising epidemiologist
Dr Anitha Varma, respi-
ratory medicine Profe-
ssor Ajay Chauhan and
microbiologist Dr Shu-
bha Garg of National
Centre for Disease Con-
trol, visited the Gandhi
Hospital on Wednesday
morning. The team was
there for half an hour
and inspected the isola-
tion ward, which had ear-
lier been created for vic-
tims of swine flu.

The panel of experts
recommended that a par-
tition be formed between
each bed in the isolation
ward to prevent cross
transmission. They
wanted sanitary condi-
tions to be improved.
They checked usage of
antiseptic solutions,
which must be available
to paramedical staff at
all times. They enquired
about protection gear for
both nurses and doctors. 

The Central team rec-
ommended that the state
take pro-active preven-
tive measures by creat-
ing awareness among
people about the coron-
avirus. The number of
cases reported so far has
shown that awareness
has helped people appr-
oach government hospi-
tals. 

There is need to orient
doctors and paramedical
staff too. The experience
of China has shown that
they are the first point of
contact for infected
patients. Thus, they too
need safety equipment.

The Central govern-
ment has decided to
carry out video confer-
ences on preventive
measures that health-
care workers must take
to protect themselves.

A Central team visits the special isolation ward that has been set up to provide treatment for Coronavirus infection at the Gandhi Hospital on
Wednesday. — S. SURENDER REDDY 

Telangana wants to test samples in state labs
From Page 1

The Union Ministry of
Health has set up a 24-hour
helpline (011-23978046) that
people can call to get infor-
mation about the district
and state surveillance offi-
cers, and in case they have
any clinical query, they get
connected to an Integrated
Disease Surveillance
Programme (IDSP) officer.

Mr Rajender, who said
samples from three more
patients were sent to the
National Institute of
Virology in Pune for test-
ing, said that with temper-
atures set to rise in com-
ing weeks, it was very like-
ly that coronavirus would
not be able to survive in
such conditions.

“Typically, the virus
needs cold weather to last
that could lead to infec-
tions. Compared to swine
flu, which has a mortality
rate of 10 per cent, the new
virus is being said to cause
four per cent mortality
among those infected,” the
minister said.

“The state government
has asked the Centre to
allow it to use state-of-the-
art diagnostic labs it runs
in the city to be allowed to
carry out testing for virus.

This will eliminate need to
rush samples to Pune. We
have asked for diagnostic
kits be given to the state so
we can do the tests here,”
he said.

The health minister
called on people to prac-
tice simple hygiene such
as not coughing or sneez-
ing without covering the
mouth with a handker-

chief and making sure
they wash their hands
often.

“If in any doubt, contact
Fever Hospital or the
helpline for guidance and
assistance,” he said.
“There are some unfound-
ed ‘news’ reports that are
making rounds on social
media. People should not
blindly share or forward
such messages.”

A three-member team of
officials from the Centre
that visited the city to
inspect airport screening
procedures and facilities
at hospitals, has made
some suggestions which
the government is imple-
menting, Rajender said.

He allayed fears that ade-
quate equipment and med-
icines for treating possible
cases were not available at
hospitals in Hyderabad.
“Whatever is required to
treat a patient, will be
made available. Our doc-
tors and staff are being
trained again on handling
patients and samples,” Mr
Rajender added.

58 SRI CITY SEZ
STAFF STRANDED 
IN WUHAN 
DC CCORRESPONDENTS
TIRUPATI/VISAKHAPATNAM,
JAN. 29

The Andhra Pradesh
Government has taken
steps to bring back 58-odd
employees of Sri City SEZ
and TCL factory in
Chittoor district, who are
stranded in the Chinese
city of Wuhan, which is in
the grip of the deadly
coronavirus outbreak.

The staff from different
parts of AP and
Telangana were sent to
Wuhan for training at a
panel manufacturing fac-
tory six months ago. They
are staying in the compa-
ny’s hostel in Wuhan and
have pleaded with the gov-
ernment to evacuate them
from Wuhan. The compa-
ny could not send them
back as the Chinese gov-
ernment has sealed all the
arrivals and departures
from Wuhan.

The parents and family
members of the employ-
ees have released videos
messages pleading to save
them, which went viral on
the social media.

APIIC Chairperson and
Nagari legislator R.K.
Roja said they would be
brought back as soon as
flights resumed at Wuhan. 

“The employees were
trapped in Wuhan due to
the cancellation of flights.
I have taken up the matter
with Chief Minister
Jaganmohan Reddy and
MP V. Vijayasai Reddy,
who have directed the offi-
cials to make necessary
arrangements,” she said.  

Meanwhile, the parents
of the 58 trainee employ-
ees from Andhra Pradesh,
who are stranded in
Wuhan city since January
23, have moved from pillar
to post to bring them back.

All of them are B. Tech
graduates selected as
trainee engineers for Panel
Opto-Display Technology.
They went for a training at
China Star Opto-Electro-
nics Technology in Wuhan
in August 2019. Following
the outbreak of novel coro-
navirus, they wanted to
return home as soon as
possible. Vizag MP M.V.V.
Satyanarayana also wrote
a letter to External Affairs
minister Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar to help them
urgently. 

EFLU circular causes
unrest among students
ADITYA CCHUNDURU || DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

Students of the English
and Foreign Languages
University (EFLU) staged a
major protest on Wedn-
esday against a circular
issued by university’s
Academic and Executive
Council that changes sev-
eral major rules. 

Over 100 students boy-
cotted their classes to
stage the protest. They
objected to changing of
rules after the semester
had begun; that too with-
out consulting students.
The protest continued
throughout the day on the
campus.

One of the major cha-
nges is fixing a maximum
number for students to
enrol in MA courses. The
circular says no more than
30 students can join a
course, which would be on
a first-come-first-serve
basis. Teachers of the
same department can offer
similar courses for stu-
dents who cannot enrol. 

Students maintain this is
impractical and being
unfair to them. In a letter
to the administration, the
EFLU Students Union
pointed out, “First come
first serve will put
immense pressure on stu-
dents to compete with each
other for a seat. Students
who cannot register imme-
diately will be at a disad-
vantage.” They also object-
ed to the idea of “similar
courses”, as students
would not be able to study
the exact course they want.

Seeking anonymity, a stu-
dent said, “This rule will
lead to a hostile atmos-

phere among students.”
Another major rule is

relating to Ph.D admis-
sions. The circular states
that candidates who quali-
fy for UGC’s NET Junior
Research Fellowship (JRF)
shall be exempt from
appearing in the written
part of EFLU’s entrance
test. They must, however,
appear for the 30-marks
interview, which would be
“calculated to arrive at the
score out of 100”.

The student body said
there is no explanation on
how the score will be con-
verted. “Converting 30 out
of 100 will put non-NET
students in a precarious
position. They will have to
score reasonably high in
entrance exams to make
up for it. This provision
was not mentioned in the
prospectus at the time of
admission,” a union repre-
sentative pointed out,
asserting that rules not

mentioned in the prospec-
tus at the time of admis-
sion cannot be brought in
later during the academic
year.

The university also
announced that it would
adopt a Bell Curve grad-
ing system. The student
body criticised this move,
saying it is a manifesta-
tion of an “ableist sys-
tem”. “The entire system
is based on the assump-
tion that all students have
an equal footing when it
comes to education [...]
This (move) will lead to
isolation, leading to some
students breaking down
mentally,” the union said.

A student from the uni-
versity said the Academic
Council, which recom-
mended changes in rules,
must have two student rep-
resentatives on it. But no
student was there on the
council. It is also learnt
that teachers’ association
too was not consulted
about these changes. The
teacher’s body is yet to
react in this regard.

The protests are likely to
continue on Thursday as
well. “The vice-chancellor
is not in town. We will
continue our protests
until he comes back and
takes notice of the issue,”
the student said.

However, there are
reports that the university
registrar has announced
that the circular will be
kept in abeyance until fur-
ther notice. “As this does
not clarify anything, stu-
dents will discuss and
announce their further
plan of action,” said the
press release of the stu-
dents union.

■ ■ THE CCIRCULAR states
that candidates who quali-
fy for UGC’s NET Junior
Research Fellowship (JRF)
shall be exempt from
appearing in the written
part of EFLU’s entrance
test. They must, however,
appear for the 30-marks
interview, which would be
“calculated to arrive at
the score out of 100”.

■ ■ THE UUNIVERSITY also
announced that it would
adopt a Bell Curve grading
system. The student body
criticised this move, say-
ing it is a manifestation of
an “ableist system”. 

■ ■ DOCTORS AAND 
paramedical need safety
equipment staff too as
they are the first point
of contact for infected
patients. 

■ ■ EXPERTS WWANT 
sanitary conditions be
improved in hospitals

Indians rush to cancel
their plans to visit China
From Page 1

Mr Xi’s call to the military
came as the number of
confirmed cases of the
infection reported from 16
more countries.

The virus has already
spread to 16 countries,
which includes Thailand
with 14 infected people,
Singapore (10), Taiwan (8),
Japan (8), Malaysia (7),
Australia (7), US (5), South
Korea (4), France (4),
Germany (4), Canada (3),
Vietnam (2), UAE (4),

Cambodia (1) and two from
South Asia — one each
from Nepal and Sri Lanka.

The number of coron-
avirus infection has sur-
passed those witnessed
during the SARS or severe
acute respiratory syn-
drome outbreak, which
had caused havoc in China
in 2002-03. Over 800 people,
mostly in China, died dur-
ing the SARS epidemic.

According to travel
agents, Indians are can-
celling their trips to China
after the outbreak of coron-

avirus epidemic. “There is
definitely a drop in interest
from people wishing to go
to mainland China and
Hong Kong. Those, who
have already booked their
tickets for China, have can-
celled their plans,” said
travel agent B. Sharan
Kumar. Cathay Pacific said
it would be reducing the
number of flights to China
and Hong Kong due to low
demand, while Scoot would
continue to operate flights
to China, except the city of
Wuhan.

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

An Assistant Motor
Vehicle Inspector, work-
ing in Zaheerabad, and
her driver were held by
the Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) when she
demanded `500 to allow
the vehicle into the State.

ACB officials said that
on Tuesday,  L. Triveni-
bai, AMVI at RTA check
post in Zaheerabad, was
caught when she
demanded `500, through
her driver Syed Chand
Pasha from one Keval
Thanki, a transport busi-
nessman from Gujarat,
to allow the entry of his
lorry (GJ25 U9237), to
Telangana state. An
amount of `28,470 was
seized from their posses-
sion. They were arrested
and produced before the
Special Judge for SPE
and ACB cases at
Hyderabad. Investigation
is on, said the officials.

ACB ARREST MV
INSPECTOR FOR
TAKING BRIBE

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

Alan Krief, director of
the International Orga-
nisation for Chemical
Sciences in Develop-
ment (IOCD) and emeri-
tus professor at the
University of Namur,
Belgium, interacted
with students in a ses-
sion recently at the
College for Integrated
Studies, University of
Hyderabad (UoH). 

IOCD DIRECTOR
VISITS UOH

Old City comes to a near standstill after Bharat Mukti Morcha called for a bandh
against the implementation of CAA, NRC and NPR. — DC

UMAC to form anti-CAA
human chain on Feb. 2
ATHER MMOIN || DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

A ‘human chain’ against
the implementation of the
CAA, NPR and the NRC
scheduled for January 30
has been cancelled as the
Police refused to accord
permission. However, the
‘human chain’ agitation
by women will be held on
February 2 at Darul
Uloom Hyderabad,
Shivrampally, which is
being organised by the
United Muslim Action
Committee.

The United Muslim
Action Committee had
planned the ‘human
chain’ agitation from
Mohammadi Lanes to

Bapu Ghat, Karman Ghat
but the Police did not
accord with its permis-
sion. Now the committee
announced a protest meet-
ing of women against the
CAA-NPR-NRC. AIMIM
president Asaduddin
Owaisi, Dr Asma Zehra
Convener Women’s wing
AIMPLB, Ms Aqeela
Hashmi Vice President
Women’s wing of Tameer
e Millat, Ms Sandhya
President of Progressive
Women Organisation, Ms
Vemula Murtala
Convener Alliance
against CAA, Ms Rukmini
Naika General Secretary
All India Samajika
Mahajana and others will
address.

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

With a whopping 1.5 crore or
more people expected to take
part in the annual Sammakka-
Sarakka Jatara or the
Medaram Festival in Warangal
district between Feburary 5
and 8, the state government
has made elaborate arrange-
ments to ensure hygiene and
good health of all those taking
part in the festival, health min-
ister Etala Rajender has said.

The minister told reporters
here on Wednesday that the
government has set up a 50-bed
hospital at Medaram in addi-
tion to a 10-bed mini camp at
English Medium School at
Reddygudem, 14 peripheral
health camps and 40 more
camps on the different routes
leading to Medaram.

A total of 150 doctors, includ-
ing 30 women doctors includ-
ing specialists along with 530
paramedical staff and 60 Class
IV employees are being deput-
ed to man all the healthcare
facilities. 

Also available for any emer-
gency will be 10 RBCK vehi-
cles, 15 ambulances, 10 two-
wheeler ambulances and other
vehicles. The entire healthcare
activity will be overseen by six
district medical health officers
and 10 deputy DMHOs, Mr
Rajender said.

In addition, he said, larger
government hospitals at
Mulugu, Warangal, Kamala-
pur and Bhupalapalli will also
offer 24-hour services. 

All medical supplies that
might be needed, be it for
attending to different health-
care needs as well as for any
deliveries are in place, he
added.

Mr Rajender appealed to the
people to do their bit in ensur-
ing hygiene at the jatara site
and along the routes taken by
the pilgrims. It is as important
as keeping vows to the deities
that everyone plays their part
in ensuring hygiene and
health, he said.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29 

A woman employee of
Secunderabad Cantonment
Board (SCB) hit a government
employee with her footwear
on Wednesday. Following this,
both of them filed complaints
against each other at West
Marredpally police station.
The police have booked a case
against the 43-year old govern-
ment employee for insulting
the modesty of a woman. 

According to police, the
house of government employ-
ee Dasarth Rami Reddy, a resi-
dent of Picket, West
Marredpally, was in a dilapi-
dated condition. As he wanted
to construct a new one, he
approached SCB seeking per-
mission for the same. The per-
mission was kept on hold cit-
ing lack of documents. Over
this, Reddy went to a court, fol-
lowing which SCB filed a
counter. The court then
ordered status quo.

On Wednesday, cantonment
board employee Saritha, who
works as a surveyor, went to
Reddy’s residence to hand
over the court’s order copy.
According to Saritha, Reddy
instigated her saying she was
demanding bribe and also
scolded her. 

Following this Saritha lost
her temper and hit him with
her footwear. Reddy too lodged
a complaint saying Saritha
had beaten him up with her
footwear.

DRUNK BITES
FRIEND’S NOSE 

IN A SCUFFLE
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

A person bit his friend’s nose
during a scuffle between them
while they were consuming
alcohol on Wednesday under
S.R. Nagar police station lim-
its. Police have booked a case
and further investigation is
underway. 

According to police, the vic-
tim, identified as Venu Gopal
Reddy, and accused Ramesh
are friends. Both are business-
men and were consuming
alcohol at Reddy’s residence in
Balkampet. 

While drinking, they started
arguing over money matters.
This snowballed into a scuffle,
which led to Ramesh biting off
the nose of Reddy. 

SCB STAFF 
SLIPPERS 

GOVT WORKER

GOVT BRACES
FOR ANNUAL

JATARA VISITORS

Women burn the effigy of
BJP MP Parvesh Verma



DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

Greater Hyderabad Muni-
cipal Corporation (GHMC)
commissioner D.S. Lokesh
Kumar has instructed zonal
commissioners to file week-
ly reports on 10 civic
aspects, including road
repairs taken up under
Comprehensive Road Main-
tenance Project (CRMP),
development of parks, junc-
tion and median improve-
ment, bus bays and shelters,
Foot over Bridges (FoBs)
and public toilets. 

He wants these details
entered into the corpora-
tion’s dashboard, which
will help him monitor
progress or otherwise of

these works. He warned
zonal commissioners that
any delay or failure in filing

these reports would invite
stringent action.

GHMC chief ’s action
comes following increasing
number grievances from
citizens under mainly 10
subjects. 

The dashboard, which will
be accessible to only top-
notch officials of the corpo-
ration, will help them know
the areas of focus. 

Lokesh Kumar made it
clear to officials that urban
lung space must be
improved by greening cen-
tral medians, parks and
junctions. He has set tight
deadlines for completing
long-pending bus bays, bus
shelters and Foot over
Bridges (FoBs) for the bene-
fit of commuters. 

He has also emphasised on
cleanliness at public toilets.

The corporation had pro-
posed to build 52 FoBs and
eight skywalks. However, it
could ground only five of
them during the previous
year. 

The junction and median
improvement programme
was taken up way back in
2015 as part of 100 days’
action plan. GHMC could do
precious little on these two
aspects. 

GHMC’s flawless paper-
work on public toilets
helped the corporation bag
several awards. However,
the ground reality is that
they are still in a very bad
condition due to poor main-
tenance.

GHMC to act against officials in case of delaysCIVIC | DASHBOARD
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Congrats CII
Governor Tamilisai Soundararajan congratulates
the CII for completion of 125 years of its
existence and “service to the nation”

SHORT TAKES
Customs seizes 

387gm gold at RGI 
Hyderabad: Customs offi-

cials at Rajiv Gandhi airport
apprehended a person car-
rying 387 gm of gold in his

rectum. They also seized for-
eign currency valued at `16.5

lakh being smuggled to
Dubai and held two persons,

and also seized cigarettes
worth `50 lakh that were

illegally imported and held
10 persons. On Wednesday,
the Customs officials inter-

cepted two passengers who
arrived at the Airport from

Delhi and were bound to fly
to Dubai. The duo were car-

rying foreign currency. A
case was registered against

them. In another instance,
five passengers from

Malaysia, four from
Cambodia and one from

Dubai were found in posses-
sion of foreign cigarettes

worth `50 lakh.

MANUU DEBATES
DECCAN RULERS’
ROLE IN GROWTH
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

Rulers of the Deccan symbol-
ised composite culture and
religious tolerance. However,
this aspect has been ignored
by most scholars, observed
experts participating in a sem-
inar at Maulana Azad
National Urdu University
(MANUU). 

The two-day national semi-
nar “Development of History,
Science, Art, Culture and
Civilisation during the Period
of Kakatiya and Asafjahi
Rulers” commenced on
Wednesday. 

Professor Mohd. Suleman
Siddiqui, former vice-chancel-
lor, Osmania University, who
was the chief guest, pointed
out that Ibrahim Qutub Shah
was the first Muslim Telugu
poet. 

MANUU vice chancellor
Mohammad Aslam Parvaiz, in
his presidential remarks, said
history not only guides us, but
also provides us courage. We
should not forget our history,
but strengthen our character
to overcome bigotry, he sug-
gested. 

Professor M.N. Sayeed, direc-
tor, Deccan Studies,
Bengaluru, in his keynote
address, said there is every
need to spread the message of
tolerance, which was the hall-
mark of Deccani rulers. 

Raheemuddin Ansari, chair-
man, Telangana Urdu
Academy, Oudesh Rani, emi-
nent scholar and Zarina
Parveen, director, Telangana
State Archives, also spoke on
the occasion.

Greens seek HC intervention to protect Musi
T.S.S. SSIDDHARTH || DDC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

The city’s green brigade has
urged Telangana High Court
to intervene and stop sys-
temic destruction of the Musi
River. 

In a prayer to the court, they
have pointed out that there
has been dereliction of duty
on part of officials and public
representatives in this
regard. There are wilful omis-

sions in maps of the land
along the Musi banks, which
are being encroached upon by
vested interests.

In a letter, authored by mem-
bers of a civic group called
Save Our Urban Lakes
(SOUL), the greens said: “We
urge your august office to
take urgent cognisance of our
representation and direct
Government of Telangana to
immediately stop the ongoing
landfill @ 17°22'57.38"N

78°29'55.08"E. Please proceed
against officials and public
representatives of the area for
dereliction of duty and wilful
omissions and commissions

against their bounden duty of
protecting the Musi River.”

The letter cited a Supreme
Court order of 2001 that said:
“The government, including
revenue authorities (i.e.
Respondents 11 to 13), having
noticed that a pond is falling
in disuse, should have
bestowed their attention to
developing the same. This
would on one hand have pre-
vented ecological disaster
and, on the other, provided a

better environment for the
benefit of public at large.
Such vigil is the best protec-
tion against knavish attempts
to seek allotment in non-abadi
sites. Further, it will also help
in maintaining ecological bal-
ance and protecting the envi-
ronment in regard to which
this court has repeatedly
expressed its concern. Such
measures must begin at the
grass-root level if they are to
become the nation’s pride.”

36-yr-old rapes
minor, arrested
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD JAN. 29

Panjagutta police arre-
sted a 36-year-old per-
son on Wednesday for
allegedly raping a
minor girl multiple
times at his residence
over a period of 10
days. The accused was
reportedly luring the
13-year-old victim
under the pretext of
paying money for milk
packets that he was
buying the minor girl’s
family.

Police said the vic-
tim’s family collected
milk packets from near-
by dairy farms and sold
them to different house-
holds during the morn-
ing hours for their
livelihood. They also
supplied milk packets
to accused Shaik
Jahangir, a puncture
shop owner, who used
to live in the same local-
ity. When the victim’s
mother sought payment
for milk, the accused
asked her to come in
the afternoon. As she
works as maid during
the day time and her
husband works as a
watchman, she was
forced to send her
daughter to the resi-

dence of the accused
for collecting money.

Speaking to media,
west zone additional
DCP Iqbal Siddiqui
said, “Taking advan-
tage, the accused sexu-
ally abused her and
gave her additional
`100 to `200 for not
revealing anything to
anyone. From the last
10 days, the accused
was raping the victim.”

On Tuesday at 10pm,
when the victim’s
mother returned home
after completing her
work, she found her
daughter depressed.
When questioned, the
victim told her parents
about what “Uncle
Jahangir” was doing.
Following this, the vic-
tim’s mother lodged a
complaint against the
accused.  Police have
booked a case under
relevant sections of
POCSO Act 2012 and
IPC. They have sent the
victim for medical
examination.

“We formed special
teams and nabbed
Jahangir on Wedn-
esday evening within 24
hours of the registra-
tion of FIR,” said
Panjagutta inspector
M. Niranjan Reddy.

Risky ride

MADDY DDEEKSHITH || DDC
HYDERABAD, JAN 29 

The Greater Hyderabad Mun-
icipal Corporation (GHMC), in
a belated move, has resolved to
protect all 169 lakes in the city
by boosting the lake protection
force. It will deploy security
personnel to monitor all lakes.
The civic body will pull out
security personnel from zonal
and circle offices and redeploy
them at lakes. 

This apart, the corporation is
strengthening the lake protec-
tion rules, which have to be
submitted by the zonal com-
missioners in a week’s time. 

Surprisingly, GHMC counsel,
which informed the court that
the Commissioner is not
empowered to appoint guards
near lakes, has decided to
appoint one without passing
any resolution or amending
the law. According to highly
placed sources in the corpora-
tion, the GHMC commissioner,
Mr D.S. Lokesh Kumar, held a
review meeting with zonal
commissioners and instructed
them to withdraw guards from
sports complexes, deputy com-
missioner offices and mid-level
officials working in zonal
offices and redeploy them at

lakes to prevent illegal dump-
ing and encroachments. The
corporation would first ratio-
nalise the deployment on a
war-footing, especially around
those lakes that are nearing
extinction. If the civic body
falls short of guards, it will
also redeploy the staff from
headquarters near Tank Bund.

However, sources said that
the corporation by redeploying
existing staff for protection of
lakes, would put security of
sports complexes at risk. In
hindsight, this lacuna will give
an opportunity to lower-rung
staff to take away equipments
at gyms and other expensive
material in sports complexes.

The guards would add to lake
protection cell, comprising
joint collector, chief engineer
(minor irrigation), HMDA
director urban forestry, super-
intending engineer and execu-
tive engineer (lake protection
cell). The committee has been
headed by the HMDA commis-
sioner. However, the lake pro-
tection cell did not have any
individual to exclusively moni-
tor it. The corporation, after
HC directions, felt the need to
deploy a guard at all lakes to
prevent it from encroachments
and illegal dumping.

GHMC wakes
up to lake care

A motorist rides without a helmet taking three school-going children along with him in Hyderabad on Wednesday. — GANDHI

Road repairs to be put on record

Appoints guards to secure all 169
water bodies after HC reprimand

■ ■ THE DDASHBOARD, which
will be accessible to only
top-notch officials of the
corporation, will help them
know the areas of focus. 

■ ■ 10 CCIVIC AASPECTS,
including road repairs taken
up under Comprehensive
Road Main-tenance Project
(CRMP), development of
parks, junction and median
improvement, bus bays and
shelters, Foot over Bridges
(FoBs) and public toilets
will be reported on a weekly
basis 

■ ■ MEMBERS OOF SSOUL point-
ed out to the HC that there
were wilful omissions in
maps of the land along the
Musi banks, which are being
encroached upon by vested
interests.

10 am to 3 pm: Langer Houz
X road,Pension Pura,  Golla

Basti, Baghdad Colony, Ahmed
Colony, Company Bagh,

Military Hospital, Indira
Nagar, Flour Mill.

Gulshan Colony, Shaikpet
Nala, Narayana Engineering

College, Laxman Nagar, Darga
Complete Area, Vinayak

Nagar. Laxmi Nagar, Falcon
Colony, Shaikpet Kallu

Compound, Narayanamma
College, Disper Valley, Radhe

Nagar, Leather Factory.
Humayunnagar, Vijanagar

Colony, Owasi park.
2 pm to 5 pm: Hakeempet, All

Hasnath Colony, Yousuf
Takedi, Miraj Colony, Military

area, Mandar Restaurant, 4-
Seasons, Pista House. 

Paramount Colony, Paper
Board, Hakimpet, Hanuman

Temple, Bowli PT, Ambedkar
Community Hall, Baba Hotel,

Kabrasthan 1&2. 

POWER | SHUTDOWN

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

Upset allegedly over
love failure, a 22-year-
old techie with TCS com-
mitted suicide by hang-
ing at a hostel in
Raidurgam on Tuesday
night.

According to Raid-
urgam police, the
deceased, Ragi Karthik,
a software engineer
with TCS at Gachibowli,
was a native of Chou-
lapally in Husnabad
mandal of Karimnagar
district. He was living at
Sai Krishna Grand
Men’s hostel in Anjaiah
Nagar.

On Tuesday, he did not
go to office. When his
roommates arrived at
around 10 pm and he did
not open the door forc-
ing them to break it
open. 

They found Karthik
hanging to the ceiling,
said the police, who sus-
pect a failed love-affair
as the reason for the sui-
cide.

The police added that a
case has been registered
and the body was hand-
ed over to his kin after
autopsy at OGH mortu-
ary.

DEPRESSED
TECHIE ENDS
LIFE AT HOSTEL



JAYENDRA
CHAITHANYA TT. || DDC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

A private security guard
who killed a woman
neighbour, an octogenari-
an, and stole her gold and
silver articles was arrest-
ed by the Kandukur
police. The accused made
the woman to consume
toddy and then killed her,
said the police.

During early hours of
Tuesday, Kandukur
police of Rachakonda
c o m m i s s i o n e r a t e
received information
about the murder of one
S Balamani, 80, a resident
of Nednur village and
that the body of the
deceased was dragged till
daughter’s house in the
same colony.

The police inspected the
crime scene and found
that the woman was
throttled, and her gold
and silver ornaments
were forcible removed

causing injuries to her
hands and ears.

The police said that
during the probe, it was
learnt that hours before
her death, she was seen
sitting in front of the
house of her neighbour.
With the information col-
lected from the locals and
other sources, K
Bhavanjee, 36, a resident
of the same village was
taken into custody on
suspicion. During inter-
rogation, he pleaded
guilty.

Bhavanjee, who works
as a security guard with a
private company in

Kandukur, was separated
from his wife about seven
years ago. On Tuesday,
when he saw Balamani
alone, he thought of
killing her and take away
her ornaments, which he
wanted to sell and spend
on purchasing alcohol.

“At around 8 pm,
Bhavanjee took
Balamani to his home
and made her consume
toddy. When he tried to
rob her, the woman ran
out of the house to save
herself, but he throttled
her to death. Then he
took away the orna-
ments, dragged the body
and threw it in front of
her daughter’s house,”
said Rachakonda Police
Commissioner Mahesh
Bhagwat on Wednesday.

The stolen property was
concealed in the basin of
the toilet in the house of
the accused. Police said
that the case was solved
within 12 hours after get-
ting information.
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Committed cops
Hyderabad police commissioner Anjani Kumar said
police remains committed to public convenience;
registered more than 36 Zero FIRs in a month

IN BRIEF

Four arrested for 
smuggling ganja
Hyderabad: A gang of four

which was smuggling ganja
from Andhra Pradesh to

Rajasthan was nabbed by
the Rachakonda Special

Operations Team on
Tuesday. The team seized

108 kg ganja purchased
from the Visakhapatnam

agency area and a car used
in the offence. Acting on a

tip-off, the team along with
the LB Nagar police inter-

cepted a car (AP31AM 6622)
at Chinthalkunta main road

on Tuesday. On checking,
about 108 kg of ganja

packed into several sachets
was found concealed in the

car. The four occupants of
the car — Gadda Kalyan, 21,

Kalu Balai, 25, (both from
Araku), Adaktla Sharath

Kumar, 23, of Santhabavalu
village in AP, and Bhakta

Ram Khara, 24, of Dariput
village in Odisha, were taken

into custody by the police
and placed under arrest.

DC CCORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

“Bring the change in yourself
first and the entire world will
change,” said Hyderabad city
police commissioner Anjani
Kumar, echoing the words of
Mahatma Gandhi. He was
addressing students at AV
College in Domalguda as part
of the 31st Road Safety
Awareness Week.

The commissioner empha-
sised that concern for others
is the most important quality
every human should have.
Following rules and regula-
tions is part such concern,
which will help us create a
safe and secure society. 

Anjani Kumar said, “Human
errors are believed to be the
main reason for most road
accidents, which have so far
claimed lakhs of lives.
Comparatively, mechanical
errors are negligible.” 

Reiterating that prevention
is better than cure, he wanted
people to take care of them-
selves by following traffic
rules. 

He pointed out that 60 per-
cent of all major road acci-
dents are due to over speeding,
which could be avoided by
adhering to rules. 

HC jails SI for
illegal arrest 
VUJJINI
VAMSHIDHARA || DDC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

Justice M.S. Rama-
chandra Rao of
Telangana High Court
has sentenced a police
sub-inspector to four
weeks’ imprisonment
for arresting a person
without issuing any
notice under Section
41-A of Criminal
Procedure Code (Cr.
P.C), thereby violating
guidelines laid down by
the Supreme Court on
arrests.

The court also direct-
ed the Commissioner
of Police, Hyderabad
City, and Principal
Secretary (Home)
Department to initiate
disciplinary action
against the sub-inspec-
tor.

Justice Ramach-
andra Rao was dealing
with a contempt peti-
tion by Ramadugu
Omkar Varma, a sta-
tionary shop owner of
Borabanda. Varma
alleged in his petition
that Sanjeeva Reddy
Nagar police sub-
inspector Ashok Naik
made him sit for a full
one day in the police
station without follow-
ing rules framed under
Section 41-A Cr.P.C. He
was then arrested for
offences, none of them
punishable up to seven
years.

Mentioning the
guidelines laid down
by Supreme Court in

the case of Arnesh
Kumar Vs State of
Bihar when arresting
a person, the petition-
er sought that the
court punish the SI for
wilful disobedience of
the apex court’s
orders.

Ramadugu Omkar
Varma submitted that
he was taken to the
police station June 25,
2019 and remanded to
judicial custody on
June 27, 2019, at 11 a.m.
by the III Additional
Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate, Hyder-
abad, after he was pro-
duced before the court.
He submitted that he
had also informed the
magistrate about
Section 41-A not being
followed by the 
police. 

The petitioner fur-
ther alleged that the
said magistrate
returned the remand
case diary and there-
after the S. I. antedated
a notice and pasted it
on his house.

However, the police
submitted that a fami-
ly had filed a cheating
complaint against the
petitioner saying he
had taken money
under the pretext of
digging out hidden
treasures from the
complainant’s house.
The police also submit-
ted that the petitioner
was a habitual offend-
er who deceived inno-
cent people. 

It was thus imminent

to arrest him, so that
he does not deceive
others. After going
through the complaint
against the petitioner,
an FIR was registered
against him. 

The High Court
observed that prima
facie, the complaint
against the petitioner
was vague. 

As there was no evi-
dence of any amount
being paid to the peti-
tioner by the com-
plainant, the court felt
that it was not neces-
sary to arrest the peti-
tioner. Moreover, the
court found that the SI
had failed to follow the
rules in arresting a
person.

Under these circum-
stances, the court
allowed the contempt
case and sentenced the
SI to undergo four
weeks of imprison-
ment. However, it sus-
pended the sentence
for six weeks to pro-
vide time to the S. I. for
filing an appeal.

The Supreme Court
has held that in all
cases, where the arrest
of a person is not
required under
Section 41(1) Cr.P.C.,
the police officer is
required to issue a
notice directing the
accused to appear
before him at a speci-
fied place and time.
The law obliges such
an accused to appear
before the police 
officer. 

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD JAN. 29

Three offenders, who
threw red chilli powder
on a person and snatched
his cash bag consisting of
around `90,000 in cash,
were arrested by South
zone task force police on
Wednesday.

Identifying the accused
as Ameer Khan, Md.
Toufiq and Asghar Ali,
the police said that the
accused were inspired by

crime films. Mohd Adil,
working as an account-
ant in popular chicken
centre, on Sunday collect-
ed the amount to deposit
in SBI ATM on
Raksapuram main road.
When he was proceeding
on his two-wheeler two
unknown persons came
on a motorcycle around 8
pm, threw the chilli pow-
der on his eyes, due to
which, he fell on the
ground. In a spur of the
moment, they snatched

his cash bag and sped
away from the spot.

“The accused kept a tab
on his movements and
tried to commit an
offence last Sunday but
did not succeed. They did
it again on Sunday and
made good with the
booty,” said Anjani
Kumar Hyderabad City
Police Commissioner.

M. Adil lodged a com-
plaint with Santsohnagar
police who booked a case
of robbery.

3 members of chilli gang held

DURGA PPRASAD
SUNKU || DDC
HYDERABAD JAN. 29

Two burglars were
arrested by North zone
task force team, which
also recovered gold
and silver ornaments
worth `15 lakh on
Wednesday.

The accused, Kale
Mahesh and
Ramaswami Srisailam
Goud, have earlier
served jail terms
under Preventive
Detention Act.

According to the
police, Kale Mahesh is
a habitual burglar
with a criminal record
that dates back to 008.
He was lodged in
prison under the PD
Act from 2016-17. On
coming out, he burgled
houses in Alwal,
Meerpet and
Jeedimetla. Alwal PS
He was arrested and
sent to judicial cus-
tody. After his releases
in December, he com-
mitted two burglaries
under Alwal and

Trimulgherry police
station limits. Working
on a tip-off near Pot
Market, Secund-
erabad, the Comm-
issioner’s Task Force,
North Zone team laid a
trap and apprehended
Kale Mahesh and his
associate Ramaswamy
Srisailam Goud. 

They recovered Gold
ornaments weighing
367 grams and silver
ornaments weighing
1100 grams worth
around `15 lakh from
their possession.

Stolen ornaments worth
`15 lakh seized, two held  

Security guard held for
killing 80-yr-old woman   

■ ■ REITERATING TTHAT 
prevention is better than
cure, he wanted people to
take care of themselves by
following traffic rules. 

■ ■ THE PPOLICE
inspected the crime
scene and found that
the woman was throt-
tled, and her gold and
silver ornaments were
forcible removed
causing injuries to her
hands and ears.

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

A former section officer
(SO) with the Minorities
Welfare Department of the
Telangana State govern-
ment, who was caught
accepting `6,000 bribe in
2010, was convicted by an
Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) court and sentenced
to two years of rigorous
imprisonment and a fine of
`1,000.

R.K. Vijaya Lakshmi, who
was with Indian Christian
Minority (section-1) of
Minorities Welfare
Department was caught
red-handed for demanding
the bribe from one M.
Prabhu Dasu to process a
file to get a Government
Order (GO) issued on his
name for obtaining
Christian marriage certifi-
cate. 

After investigation and
filing of the charge-sheet,
the Principle Judge of the
Court convicted Vijaya
Lakshmi on Wednesday. 

GOVT EMPLOYEE
GETS 2-YR RI FOR
TAKING BRIBE 

Cop found violating SC guidelines

TOP COP
GIVES TIPS ON
ROAD SAFETY

1st DEATH ANNIVERSARY
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the
death of his saints       (Psalm 116:15)

BATTU LAXMAIAH
DOB: 10-11-1940    DOD: 30-01-2019

Your fond memories are still green in our
hearts with fragrances of roses your
blessings are with us.

Inserted by: B. BALAKUMAR
(S/1920/D01750)

11th DAY CEREMONY

IN THE LOVING MEMORY OF
V. JAGADAMBAL 

(Retd. AO Central Excise)
W/o Late G. Sreepathy

D.O.D: 20.01.2020
11th Day Ceremony on 30th Jan. 2020
Time: 6.00 p.m. onwards at H.No. 7,
Lalbazar, Trimulgherry.

Inserted by: Sons:
S. Bhakthavachalam, S. Niranjan

Daughter-in-law: N. Padmini
Grand Children:

N. Ridhima, N. Siddharth
Phone No: 9515731325, 6309117670

(S/1920/D01751)

11th DAY CEREMONY

IN THE LOVING MEMORY OF
V. JAGADAMBAL 

(Retd. A.O. Central Excise)
W/o Late G. Sreepathy

D.O.D: 20.01.2020
11th Day Ceremony on 30th Jan. 2020
Time: 6.00 p.m. onwards at H.No. 7,
Lalbazar, Trimulgherry.

Inserted by: Daughters:
V. Hemalatha, S. Jayashree
K. Megharani, G.S. Shanthi

Grand Son & Grand Daughters
Phone No: 9515731325, 6309117670

(S/1920/D01752)

OBITUARY
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the
death of his saints       (Psalm 116:15)

Mrs. LILY DAVID DANNIEL
W/o Late David Danniel

DOB: 18-01-1939      DOD: 29-01-2020
Funeral Service will be held on 30-01-
2020 at 11 am at Holy Trinity Church,
Begumpet. Last rites will be performe at
Bhoiguda Cemetery.
Rockline Warren and Angellina David
Sons-in-law and Great Grand Children

Mob: 9652805086, 9985031918

OBITUARY

SAROJINI DEVAPALANA
(Retd. Headmistress,

Stanley Girls High School, Abids, Hyd)
DOB: 16.12.1929       DOD: 27.01.2020
Visitation: 01.02.2020 8 a.m. - 10 a.m. at
our Residence, Plot 143, Kakatiya Nagar
Mehdipatnam, Hyderabad-500008.

Tel: 040 23514575 / 9989117760
The Cortage will leave from our
Residence at 10.30 a.m. to
Narayanaguda Cemetery.
Memorial Service will be held on
02.02.2020 at 6 p.m. at our residence.

Inserted by: Family Members

(B/1920/D00199)

DECCAN
CHRONICLE

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING?

We have it
for you



PAGE

5Politics
THURSDAY | 30 JANUARY 2020 | HYDERABADDECCAN CHRONICLE

KCR criticised
TPCC treasurer G. Narayana Reddy said KCR must learn
from Baahubali movie where Bhallaladeva can’t retain
power for long; calls KCR is today’s Bhallaladeva

IN BRIEF

KCR gears up for  
PAC, DDCB polls

Hyderabad: With elections
to the Urban Local Bodies
completed on Wednesday

across the state, 
Chief Minister K.

Chandrasekhar Rao has
decided to hold elections to

the Primary Agriculture
Cooperative Societies 

and District Cooperative
Central Banks 

in the state. 
Mr Rao on Wednesday

directed officials to 
make arrangements to hold

the elections and issue noti-
fication in next four to five

days and complete the
entire election process 

within 15 days.
After the term of the 

elected bodies of the PACSs
and the DCCBs ended

almost a year ago, special
officers were appointed to

run the affairs. 
With the term of the special

officers coming to an 
end, Mr Rao instructed 

the authorities to ensure
issuing the notification for

the elections as early 
as possible. 

3 held for issuing
fake weigh bills

Hyderabad: Three persons,
who were issuing fake bills

after weighing lorries, were
held by the Vanasthalipuram

police on Tuesday.
According to the police, the

accused B Niranjan Rao (33),
J Sudhakar (32) and E

Nagendra Babu, (35), all res-
idents of Kothapeta, created

fake bills of various weigh-
bridges and were giving the

same to the lorry drivers 
by taking money.

In a similar way, they cheat-
ed a city-based man by giv-
ing a bill for the lorry carry-

ing sand by increasing the
weight. Following the com-

plaint, the accused were
arrested and `46,200 cash,
three phones, one laptop, a

printer and several empty
fake bills of various 

weighbridges seized 
from them, said 

the police.

Career Chronicle

TS ministers relieved
after civic polls victory

PCC chief hopes to revive
Cong chances in 4 districts

BJP to petition Governor
against TRS ‘poll fraud’

Owaisi slams minister’s bullet rant

AP seeks `1,000
scheme refund
K. KKALYAN KKRISHNA
KUMAR || DDC 
VIJAYAWADA, JAN. 29

The YSRC government led
by Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy wants to take back
with one hand a part of
what it gave with another.
The AP government on
Wednesday issued orders
to teachers to take an ini-
tiative to collect donations
from beneficiaries of the
Amma Vodi scheme to
clean toilets in schools.
The orders were issued by
Vadrevu Chinna Veerabh-
adrudu, commissioner,
school education depart-
ment.

This follows a recent
appeal by Chief Minister
Jagan Mohan Reddy to
Amma Vodi beneficiaries,
who had received `15,000
from the state, to donate
back `1000 from their acc-
ounts to school parents
committees. If all benefici-
aries were to heed the call
and pay back `1,000 as
donation, the state could
hope to collect `400 crore
from the over 41 lakh ben-
eficiaries.

Speaking to Deccan
Chronicle, Mr Veerabh-
adrudu said, “As the Chief
Minister has given a call
to mothers who benefitted
under Amma Vodi scheme
to contribute `1,000 per
annum out of `15,000
given to them, we are
appealing to all beneficiar-
ies to contribute for main-
taining sanitation of toi-
lets in government scho-
ols. The sole objective in
seeking contribution from
mothers is to ensure their
involvement in mainte-
nance of sanitation in
schools.”

Mainly mothers were not
happy with this move by
the government. Despite
having benefitted by 
`15,000 per annum under
Amma Vodi scheme, they
are expressing their oppo-
sition against this ‘give
back’ scheme.

The notice stated that
beneficiaries have to pay
to school parent commit-
tees, which will then tran-
sfer the collected amount
to the DEO’s account. The
DEO will use these dona-
tions pay `4,000 honorari-

um to each sweeper.
Ms Raji, a mother from

APT agraharam of
Guntur, said that one of
her children was studying
in elementary school and
another in high school.
The government deposited
only `15,000 despite her
having applied for both
children. Now both school
teachers are asking for a
donation of `1,000. She
said that she offered both
schools `500 each.

The teachers too are fac-
ing severe troubles with
the latest circular issued
as parents are not accept-
ing their appeals.

S Rama Krishna, presi-
dent, Municipal Teachers
Federation, said that par-
ents are not interested in
giving any donations. He
said that teachers have
been going around asking
for donations for past four
days and parents doubt th-
em. The government has
put teachers in trouble.

Student unions too have
taken this scheme serious-
ly, coming out with strong
condemnations and threa-
tening to go on protest if it
was not withdrawn.

Nadendla Brahman
Chaudhary, state presi-
dent, TNSF, alleged that
CM Jagan Mohan Reddy
had promised to help stu-
dents while in opposition
but was behaving irra-
tionally after coming to
power. He demanded that
the government take back
the donation proposal.

According to some
unconfirmed reports, a
few private schools have
also started collecting
`1,000 as donation. Mohan
Reddy, vice president, 
private school manage-
ment association, clarified
that private school chil-
dren need not pay any
donation.

ATHER MMOIN || DDC 
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

AIMIM president
Asaduddin Owaisi on
Tuesday hit out at minis-
ter of state for finance
Anurag Thakur for the lat-
ter’s controversial slogan
‘Desh ke gaddaron ko goli
maro saalon ko’ hinting at
him and Imtiyaz Jaleel,
and challenged the BJP
leader to specify the place
where he would want to
shoot him.

Addressing a public mee-
ting in Mumbai, Mr 
Owaisi asked Mr Thakur

how many people he will
shoot. “I knew who were
traitors in your eyes. In
your eyes Mr Asaduddin
Owaisi and Mr Imtiyaz
Jaleel are traitors. Let me
tell you that your govern-
ment will run out of bul-
lets, but not our num-
bers.”

Mr Owaisi said, “Shoot
us if you want to. I chal-
lenge you Anurag Thakur,
identify a place in the
Bharat, I am ready to
come there. Shoot on my
chest, I want to see. I want
to try my invocations. If
there is death written by

Allah, I will die, but
remember that your state-
ments can’t create fear in
my heart because our
mothers and sisters have
come out in large numbers
on the roads. They have
decided to save the coun-
try.”

Mr Owaisi urged
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav
Thackeray to convene a
special Assembly session
and declare that the CAA,
NRC and the NPR would
not be implemented in the
state. He said there were
many poor people, includ-

ing Adivasis who do not
have the birth certificates.
According to the National
Health Survey report of
2015, 28 per cent of
Indians do not have birth
certificates.

Recalling Muslim lead-
ers, Mr Owaisi said,
“Right here in Mumbai,
there was Jinnah, who
went to Pakistan, and
there Yousuf Meher Ali,
who participated in the
Quit India movement.
Like Meher Ali we now
need to raise the slogans
of ‘Quit BJP, Quit Modi
and Quit Amit Shah’.”

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

Telangana BJP president
Dr K Laxman on
Wednesday announced
that the party would fight
politically and judicially
against the ruling TRS
party‘s “unholy practice”
in snatching away two
coveted posts at Thukk-
uguda Municipality.

Addressing a gathering
at Srinagar village 
in Thukkuguda, Dr
Laxman said that the TRS
had violated democratic
norms in grabbing chair-
man and vice-chairman
posts of this municipality
in spite of the fact 
that BJP won nine of

the 15 seats for a clear
majority in the municipal-
ity. 

He said that the party
would meet Governor Dr
Tamilsai Soundarajan 
on Thursday and appr-
aise her about the ruling

party’s illegal practi-
ces and irregularities 
during municipal elec-
tions.

He alleged that Chief
Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao
(KCR) was unable to
digest the victory of BJP
in municipal elections
and had adopted backdoor
tactics to usurp control on
municipalities.

Stating that BJP had
won the moral battle, Dr
Laxman said people of
the state are looking
towards Thukkuguda
municipality after the
development where ruling
party indulged in unde-
mocratic and unconstitu-
tional practices.

IREDDY SSRINIVAS 
REDDY || DDC 
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

Congress cadre is caught
in a quagmire because of
the dismal showing in
North Telangana districts
in the recent Municipal
elections.

It is a worrying factor
for the party that ever
since the Assembly elec-
tions, the graph is show-
ing a declining trend in
the erstwhile districts of
Karimnagar, Warangal,
Khammam, and Adilabad.

The four districts had 45
segments in the 2018
Assembly elections 2018,
of which Congress pocket-
ed 10 constituencies.

Interestingly, in
Khammam district, of the
10 Assembly seats that
were up for grabs, TRS
won only one, while
Congress took six seats,
Telugu Desam two and
one independent.

However, after the results
five Congress MLAs
joined the ruling party.
Soon after their switch-
over, the party’s lower
rung cadre also went
along, pushing the
Congress to the third posi-
tion in Karimnagar and
Adilabad Lok Sabha seats.
Even the Zilla and Mandal
Parishad elections saw
Congress perform disas-
trously.

For the first time in the
history of the Congress
party, it did not open its
account in Karimnagar
Municipal Corporation.
The district had 321 wards
and divisions in 12
Municipalities but the
party won in just 31

wards.
In erstwhile Adilabad

district, Congress won 51
of the 309 wards. It was
almost washed out in
Chennur and Bhainsa
Municipalities.

Similarly, in erstwhile
Warangal district, the
Congress won 36 seats in
the 200 wards and was
blanked out in
Bhupalapally and
Maripeda municipalities.

In Khammam district,
Congress had to stay con-
tent with seven wards out
of the 125 wards besides
losing its presence in
Sathupalli and  Yellandu
municipalities.

Deeply concerned with
the party’s sorry situation
in north Telangana, TPCC
chief N Uttam Kumar
Reddy has decided to take
stock of the situation, ret-
rospect and make plans
for scripting a Congress
revival in the four dis-
tricts.

Look forward for rewards in form of nominated posts
S.A. IISHAQUI || DDC 
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

Ministers in Chief
Minister K. Chandras-
ekhar Rao’s Cabinet are
heaving a sigh of relief
following the landslide
victory of TRS in the
municipal polls. The victo-
ry means their ministerial
berths are safe. Prior to
the municipal elections,
KCR had warned that 
ministers who fail in
ensuring victory of the
party candidates would be
sacked. 

TRS has won an over-
whelming majority of the
120 municipalities and 10
municipal corporations. 

While ministers are
happy, a former minister
is said to be in trouble. 
He is quite likely to face
action for encouraging
rebels to contest from
Kollapur municipality.

MLAs are also in a jubi-
lant mood, as the party
boss had announced that
they would be rewarded
with nominated posts

based on their perform-
ance in the municipal
polls.

The TRS chief, during
the party’s extensive exec-
utive meeting on January
4 to prepare party cadres
and leaders for elections
to urban local bodies,
warned ministers that
they would lose their
berths in the cabinet if
any of the municipalities
or corporations in their
respective districts were
lost by the TRS.

Ministers were quite
worried in the beginning
as many of the ticket aspi-
rants jumped into fray as

rebels after they were
denied tickets. They are
now a relieved lot with the
results being heavily 
in favour of the ruling
party.

Initially, there was talk
within the party that TRS
would face a tough fight
from Congress or BJP in
Karimnagar, Medchal,
Ranga Reddy, Nizamabad,
Adilabad, Yadadri-
Bhongir, Mahabubnagar
and Suryapet districts.
However, results went in
favour of TRS in these dis-
tricts too. Though initial
trends during counting at
Dharmapuri municipality
showed that TRS could
lose, the ruling party
emerged victorious with a
one-vote margin. The ex-
officio vote enabled social
welfare minister K. Eswar
to breathe easier. 

In Kollapur municipali-
ty, former minister
Jupally Krishna Rao
allegedly encouraged
rebels to contest on tickets
of All India Forward Bloc
due to his dispute with sit-

ting MLA B.
Harshvardhan Reddy.
Reddy had won the 2018
December assembly elec-
tions as a Congress candi-
date but later switched
over the TRS. Since then,
Jupally Krishna Rao’s
group has been staying
away from active politics
in Kollapur constituency.

Sources in TRS disclosed
that when party tickets
were being issued, the 
sitting MLA denied tickets
to members of the Jupally
group, following which
the ex-MLA encouraged
rebels to contest from 
certain wards in the
municipality. Following
this, 

TRS won nine wards
while the rebels won 11
seats. The TRS still man-
age to grab the council on
the strength of ex-officio
votes.

As a result, former min-
ister Jupally may find
himself on the crossroads.
His close associates dis-
close that he will quit the
party soon.

AMMA VODI

■ ■ FOR TTHE first time in
the history of the
Congress party, it did not
open its account in
Karimnagar Municipal
Corporation

■ ■ DR LLAXMAN,  at a
gathering in Srinagar vil-
lage in Thukkuguda, said
that the TRS had violated
democratic norms in
grabbing chairman and
vice-chairman posts of
this municipality in spite
of the fact that BJP won
nine of the 15 seats for a
clear majority in the
municipality



VIKRAM SSHARMA II DDC
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Excessive deployment of
Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) per-
sonnel for law and order
duties in Jammu and
Kashmir, post-abrogation
of Article 370, and for the
ongoing Delhi election
process — has ended up in
the CISF headquarters in
New Delhi struggling to
gather 800-odd personnel
to be posted in the ‘hyper-
sensitive’ Srinagar air-
port, which has always
been on top of the radar of
terrorists.

Following the arrest of
‘terrorist’ DSP Davinder
Singh, who was posted in
the anti-hijacking squad of
Srinagar airport, while he
was ferrying top Hizbul
Mujahideen commander
Naveed Ahmed Shah alias
Babu, the J&K administra-
tion wrote to the ministry
of home affairs requesting
the CISF to take over secu-
rity of both Jammu and
Srinagar airports by
January 31.

Presently, the security of
the airports is jointly han-
dled by the J&K police and
the CRPF.

Sources in J&K adminis-
tration, who are constant-
ly following the CISF

takeover of both airports,
told Deccan Chronicle that
though the Centre has
sanctioned 800-odd men
and women to be posted at
the Srinagar airport, it is
turning out to be a her-
culean task for the CISF
bosses in Delhi to draw
them from various places
and deploy them in
Srinagar.

It is learnt that though
Union home minister
Amit Shah wanted the
CISF to take over both air-
ports by Feb. 1, sources
said that it was unlikely to
happen by then.

Due to the manpower
crunch, the CISF is look-
ing to first taking over the
Srinagar airport and sub-
sequently Jammu.

“Although both are
hyper-sensitive, Srinagar
airport is the top priority.
For the J&K administra-
tion, disgraced Davinder

Singh’s arrest made it top
priority for the central
para-military force to take
over immediately,” sources
said.

Without giving out the
numbers, sources said that
several companies of CISF
personnel are posted
across J&K, assisting the
local police and CRPF in
law and order duties. A
large number of personnel
have also been drafted for
the Delhi elections, the
campaigning for which is
in full swing.

“Due to excessive deploy-
ments, it is difficult to
gather 800-odd personnel
from the already depleted
units. Moreover, all the
personnel have to first give
their willingness to work
in Srinagar (airport) and
this process is also time-
consuming,” sources said
adding that since it is a dif-
ficult posting, willingness
of personnel is sought
before issuing orders.

With the deadline near-
ing and the target
(February 1) most likely to
be missed, a few hundred
personnel, who have
already gave their willing-
ness, have been drawn
from various duties and
are undergoing rigorous
training in anti-terror
operations.

Ahmedabad, Jan. 29:
Family members of vic-
tims who were massa-
cred in Ode in Gujarat
during the 2002 post-
Godhra riots are disap-
pointed by the Supreme
Court’s order granting
bail to the 15 convicts in
the case.

Anwar Akbar Miyan
Malik, who lost seven
members of his family
in the incident, said he
wanted to appeal against
the bail in the apex
court, as the convicts are
“influential people who
could affect the outcome
of their appeal while out
on bail.”

The apex court on
Tuesday granted bail to
15 life term convicts in
the Godhra riots case
pending their appeal
against their conviction
on the condition they
stay outside Gujarat and
d o
community service in
Madhya Pradesh.

The 15 men are serving
life term in connection
with the massacre in
Ode town in Anand dis-
trict in which 23
Muslims were burnt
alive.

“The Supreme Court
order is entirely wrong,
as the people who have
come out on bail have
money and it hardly

matter to them whether
they remain here or out
of Gujarat, they can still
influence eye witnesses.
I want to approach the
Supreme Court against
the bail,” Malik
explained.

— PTI
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Poll matters
Congress leader P Chidambaram says that 
people want to hear facts about the economy in
Delhi poll campaigns and not abuse and rhetoric

The Raisina Hills illuminated in Tricolours of the Indian Flag during the Beating Retreat ceremony at Vijay Chowk, in New Delhi, on
Wednesday. In the backdrop of reports that the hymn ‘Abide With Me’ will be replaced with Vande Mataram as the last tune during the cer-
emony, the tradition of playing the hymn as the final tune has been continued. The national song was, however, not played during the cere-
mony although it was mentioned in the list shared with media last week. — PTI

Vande Mataram makes way for ‘Abide with Me’

Guj riots case:
Kin of victims 
disappointed

Flights to China
put off over nCoV
DC CCORRESPONDENTS
with aagency iinputs
NEW DELHI, JAN. 29

The Union health min-
istry on Wednesday
asked Indians to refrain
from travelling to China
where the novel coron-
avirus (nCoV) has
claimed over 130 lives. A
number of airlines are
seeing heavy cancella-
tions over the outbreak of
nCoV in China, and on
Wednesday, Air India and
IndiGo announced can-
cellations of some of
their flights to China.

While IndiGo said it has
decided to suspend its
flights on the Bengaluru-
Hong Kong route from
February 1 and on the
Delhi-Chengdu route
from February 1 to 20 due
to the coronavirus out-
break, Air India said it
will suspend flights on
the Delhi-Shanghai route
from January 31 to
February 14.

Air India has six flights
a week on the Delhi-
Shanghai route and
IndiGo has three daily
flights to China. Both
these airlines, along with
SpiceJet, have waived
ticket cancel-
lation/rebooking charges
till February 24.

“In view of the
#CoronavirusOutbreak,

SpiceJet is offering waiv-
er of cancel-
lation/change fee (fare
difference if any will be
applicable) for all flights
to/from Hong Kong
between 24 January and
24 February,” Spicejet
tweeted.

In India, several people

are under observation in 
hospitals for suspected 
infections, including in
Maharashtra, Goa,
Odisha and the national
capital. 

People returning from
China are being screened
for the virus at airports
across the country.

Permission sought
to fly back Indians
DC CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JAN. 29

India has requested
China for permission to
operate two evacuation
flights from the Hubei
province to fly back
Indian nationals from
Wuhan City and other
parts of the province in
view of the Coronavirus
outbreak there.

The MEA said permis-
sion had been sought
from China, adding that
the Indian Embassy in
Beijing was working on
the logistics with
Chinese authorities.

India had on Tuesday
began the process of
evacuation of its nation-
als stranded in Wuhan
City and other parts of

Hubei province of China
following the outbreak of
the dreaded Coronavirus
there. 

India said it was work-
ing out the logistics with
the Chinese government.
“We have begun the
process to prepare for
evacuation of Indian
nationals affected by the
situation arising out of
the nCorona-2019 virus
outbreak in Hubei
province, China. Our
@EOIBeijing (Embassy
of India in Beijing) is
working out the logistics
and is in touch with the
Chinese govt. authorities
and  our nationals on this
matter. We will continue
to share updates,” MEA
Spokesperson Raveesh
Kumar had tweeted.

CISF’s manpower crunch
hits J&K airports’ security

SHORT TAKES

MORE AIRLINES
BAN COMEDIAN
KUNAL KAMRA

New Delhi, Jan. 29: Two
more airlines on Wednesday
suspended stand-up comedian
Kunal Kamra from flying with
them “till further notice” for
allegedly heckling journalist
Arnab Goswami aboard an
IndiGo plane with aviation
regulator DGCA saying the
action by the four carriers is
in complete consonance with
its regulations.

On Tuesday, IndiGo suspend-
ed Kamra from flying with it
for six months while Air India
banned him until further
notice.

On the other hand, AirAsia
India spokesperson said that
the airline’s internal commit-
tee is reviewing the matter
and will take action according
to due process.

NO JUDICIAL
REVIEW FOR

SWIFT ORDER 
From Page 1

Speaking for the bench,
Justice Banumathi said,
“merely because there was
quick consideration and 
rejection of the petitioner’s
mercy petition, it cannot be
assumed that the matter was
preceded with pre-determined
mind.”

The court further said that
the “quick consideration of
mercy petition and swift rejec-
tion of the same cannot be a
ground for judicial review.
Nor does it suggest that there
was pre-determined mind and
non-application of
mind.”

Holding that the swift rejec-
tion of the mercy petition
could not be a ground for judi-
cial reconsideration of the
Presidential order, the court
noted solicitor-general Tushar
Mehta’s submission that delay
in disposal of mercy petition
may be a ground calling for
judicial review of the order
passed under Article 72/161 of
the Constitution.

Referring to Mukesh’s con-
tention that he was subjected
to indignities in prison,
including being beaten up in
prison and being sexually
harassed, the Supreme Court
said, “alleged sufferings in
prison cannot be a ground for
judicial review of executive
order passed, rejecting 
the petitioner’s mercy peti-
tion.”

Meanwhile, the Supreme
Court will on Thursday con-
sider the curative petition by
Akshay Kumar Singh, one of
four death row convicts in
Nirbhaya case.

The curative petition, last of
legal remedies available to a
litigant in court of law, would
be considered by the judges in
their chambers. Akshay Singh
has contended that capital
punishment is being awarded
in courts as a panacea for pub-
lic pressure and public opin-
ion on violence against
women.

GOVT MULLS ON 
SC’S ‘SOCIAL
SERVICE’ ORDER 
Indore, Jan. 29: The
District Legal Services
Authority (DLSA) here
has started discussions
as to how to implement
the Supreme Court’s
order asking six convicts
in a Gujarat riot case to
live here and do commu-
nity service.

“They will have to do
community services six
hours per week as a con-
dition of the bail,” the
court said, adding they
will have to submit a cer-
tificate to the DLSA
about the social service
they would perform.

Indore district legal
aid officer Subhash
Chaudhary said that
they would follow the
guidelines of the State
Legal Services
Authority.

— PTI

■ ■ SINCE SSRINAGAR is
categorised as a mid-level
airport, 800-odd personnel
will be deployed there.
The number is far less
when compared to air-
ports in Delhi, which has
5,500 personnel, Mumbai
airport (4,700) and
Hyderabad airport (around
2,000) personnel.

Airlines waive cancellation charges



From Page 1

It also added the recent
arrest of Jawaharlal
Nehru University PhD
student Sharjeel Imam by
the Delhi Police, among
the issues.

At around 7 am, the
bandh supporters laun-
ched their protests block-
ing the road near
Sahebnagar Market, a
local Nurul Islam Sheikh
said. A local teacher
Abdul Jabbar was leading
the agitation. Soon after
three vehicles carrying
Trinamul workers rushed
to the spot.

Jabbar claimed that the
agitation was peaceful.
The group, led by
Trinamul Jalangi (North)
block president Tahi-
ruddin Mondal and a
Trinamul-ruled gram pan-
chayat head, allegedly
attacked bandh support-
ers with sticks and rods to
lift their road blockade
forcibly. They even hurled
bombs, torched a motorcy-
cle and ransacked many
houses.

The group, which
attacked the bandh sup-
porters first, allegedly
opened fire killing
Anwarul at the spot.
Salauddin, who was also
shot at, succumbed to his
injuries at Domkal Sub
Division Hospital later.

Local TMC MP Abu
Taher denied the party's
involvement in the clash
and alleged that the vio-
lence was by Congress and
CPI(M) supporters.

Senior Congress leader
and MLA Manoj

Chakraborty said that the
party was not involved in
the incident and demand-
ed a judicial inquiry into
it. Meanwhile, clashes
between two groups were
reported in Maharashtra's
Dhule, besides incidents

of stone-pelting in a few
districts and a train block-
ade in Mumbai.

Incidents of road block-
ade and stone-pelting were
reported during the
'Bharat Bandh' in Gujarat
on Wednesday, police said.
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Wrong exercise
Bureaucrat-turned-activist Kannan
Gopinathan says the CAA, NPR and NRC
are exercises of hatred and corruption

SHORT TAKES

‘NO BAR ON
WOMEN IN
MOSQUES’

DC CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JAN. 29

The All-India Muslim
Personal Law Board (AIM-
PLB) on Wednesday told the
Supreme Court that there was
no prohibition on the entry of
women in the mosques for
offering namaz but it is not
“obligatory” for them to join
weekly Friday congregation at
the mosque. 

The “entry of women in the
Mosque for offering
prayer/Namaz, inside the
mosque, is permitted. Thus, a
Muslim woman is free to enter
masjid for prayers. It is her
option to exercise her right to
avail such facilities as avail-
able for prayers in Masjid”,
the AIMPLB have stated in its
reply to PIL petitioner
Yasmeen Zuber Ahmed
Peerzada seeking the quash-
ing of a fatwa prohibiting the
entry of women in mosques.

The reply by the AIMPLB is
rooted in a hearing by the
nine-judge bench of the top
court on the larger issue of
legality and essentially of reli-
gious belief and practices dis-
criminatory to women.

SC: NO TIME
FRAME FOR

PRE-ARREST
PARMOD KKUMAR II DDC
NEW DELHI, JAN. 30

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday said that grant of
pre-arrest or anticipatory bail
to an accused apprehending
arrest should not “invariable”
be saddled with any time
frame as it refused to interfere
with the scheme under the
Code Criminal Procedure as
framed by the parliament.

“This court holds that the
protection granted to a    per-
son under Section 438 CrPC
should not invariably be limit-
ed to a fixed period. It should
inure in favour of the accused
without any restriction on
time,” said a five-judge
Constitution Bench of the top
court. Having held that no
time limit could be attached to
the grant of anticipatory bail,
the Bench in its conclusion
said, “Normal conditions
under   Section 437 (3) read
with Section 438 (2) should be
imposed. If there are specific
facts or features in regard to
any offence, it is open for the
court to impose any appropri-
ate condition (including fixed
nature of relief, or its be8ing
tied to a event.”

“The specter of arbitrary
and heavy-handed arrests: too
often, to harass and humiliate
citizens, and oftentimes, at the
interest of powerful individu-
als (and not to further any
meaningful investigation into
offences) led to the enactment
of Section 438”,  Justice Bhat
said in his separate but con-
curring judgment.

PFI, REHAB
MEET ED

OFFICIALS
New Delhi, Jan. 29: Officials
of the PFI and a linked NGO
on Wednesday met ED offi-
cials to seek more time for its
office-bearers to appear before
the federal probe agency, offi-
cials said. A group of four offi-
cials, including a legal repre-
sentative of the Kerala-based
Popular Front of India and
Rehab India Foundation, arr-
ived at the Enforcement Dire-
ctorate (ED) office here aro-
und 10.30 am.

“No one is appearing. We are
going to meet ED officials to
seek more time,” a PFI official
said. The ED had issued sum-
mons to seven office-bearers of
the PFI and Rehab India on
Tuesday in connection with a
money laundering probe aga-
inst them. They were asked to
depose on Wednesday.

The development came in
the backdrop of the ED find-
ing that the recent violent
protests in Uttar Pradesh and
other parts of the country
against the CAA had an
alleged “financial link” with
the PFI and the organisation
terming it as “baseless.”

“The PFI has stated multiple
times that we fully comply
with the law of the land and
the allegation of `120 crore
transferred from the Popular
Front's accounts just before
the CAA protests is totally
baseless and the people who
are levelling these allegations
should prove these claims,”
the organisation had said in a
statement issued on Monday.

Clashes reported in Maha, Gujarat
Shaheen Bagh protesters
move to Jantar Mantar
DC CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JAN. 29

Thousands of people,
including many who have
been part of a sit-in
protest at Shaheen Bagh,
and student groups of var-
ious universities on
Wednesday held a protest
at Jantar Mantar in Delhi
against the CAA.

Hundreds of protesters
from Shaheen Bagh,
where on a dharna against
the CAA has been on for
over a month now, also
joined the demonstration.
The elderly women who
have come to be known as
the ‘dadis of Shaheen
Bagh’ for leading the anti-
CAA agitation also came
to take part in the protest
but could not reach the

venue due to traffic
restrictions.

“We want the govern-
ment to roll back the
alliance of CAA, NRC and
NPR,” said Nadeem Khan,
an activist of NGO ‘United
Against Hate’.

Student groups from

Jamia Millia Islamia,
Jawaharlal Nehru Unive-
rsity (JNU), Delhi Unive-
rsity, Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU), Mau-
lana Azad National Urdu
University and HCU were
among those who took
part in the protest.

London, Jan. 29: A
joint motion, combining
five different resolutions
tabled by Members of
the European
Parliament (MEPs)
against CAA, has been
placed on the final agen-
da for debate at the
Plenary session in
Brussels. 

The motion takes note
of the United Nations
High Commissioner for
Human Rights state-
ment last month, which
described the CAA as
“fundamentally discrim-
inatory in nature”, and
also of other UN as well
as the European Union
(EU) guidelines on
human rights as it calls
on the Indian govern-
ment to “repeal the dis-
criminatory amend-
ments”. The debate on
the CAA will follow the
Parliament’s historic
ratification of the Brexit
bill, under which the UK
is set to formally leave
the economic bloc on
Friday. “While the CAA’s
stated goal of protecting
persecuted groups is
welcome, an effective
national asylum and
refugee policy should be
just and holistic,” notes
the motion. — PTI

Kerala Guv faces Oppn ire
DC CCORRESPONDENT
With iinputs ffrom aagency
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JAN. 29

Amid a high voltage
protest and boycott by the
opposition Congress-led
UDF, Kerala Governor
Arif Mohammed Khan on
Wednesday presented his
policy address in the
assembly and read out ref-
erences to anti-Citi-
zenship Amendment Act
resolution passed by the
house, despite disagreeing
with it. Governor Arif
Mohammad Khan said
that he was not affected by
the opposition Congress-

led UDF protest against
him in Assembly. The
Governor told reporters
that he had seen even big-
ger protests while he was a
member of Legislative
Assembly. 

The next big political
attack against him is com-
ing up in the form of oppo-
sition Congress resolution
to seek Khan’s recall.

The notice given to
Speaker for moving the
resolution will come up
before Assembly Business
Advisory Committee mee-
ting on Friday. 

Though the Speaker had
pointed out on Tuesday
that the notice was admis-

sible, the final decision on
resolution will depend on
the stand to be taken by
the Chief Minister who is
also the leader of the
House.

Meanwhile, parliamen-
tary affairs minister A K
Balan criticised the oppo-
sition legislators for
attempting to block
Governor in House. 

“Such actions were being
done by the opposition out
of desperation. The UDF
will lose its mass support
if it continues with such
antics,” he said. 

The Governor express-
ing his disagreement
before reading out the

paragraph on CAA issue
was just a formality. It will
not go on record of the
House, he added.

Reading out the anti-
CAA stand of the state
government, the Governor
said, “Our citizenship can
never be on the basis of
religion as this goes
against the grain of secu-
larism which is part of the
basic structure of our con-
stitution.”

Referring to the unani-
mous anti-CAA resolution
passed by the assembly,
Khan, who has been at log-
gerheads with the state
government for moving
the Supreme court against

the law and the resolution
against it, said the govern-
ment believes the Act
“goes against the cardinal
principles” underlying the
Constitution.

“Strong states and strong
centre are pillars of our
federalism. The voices of
genuine apprehension of
the states need to be con-
sidered by the central gov-
ernment in the right spirit
keeping broad national
interest in mind, particu-
larly when constitutional
values are involved and
there are widespread anxi-
eties and apprehensions
among a large number of
our citizenry,” he said.

Hate speeches set
to rise in Delhi polls
SHASHI BBHUSHAN || DDC
NEW DELHI, JAN. 29

The blatant use of hate
speeches and inflammato-
ry rants is a well thought
out electoral strategy
unleashed by the BJP to
win the Delhi Assembly
elections. For the saffron
pundits, the incessant
verbal attacks against the
minority community, par-
ticularly those protesting
at New Delhi’s Shaheen
Bagh, have begun “show-
ing results.” The BJP’s
strategists claimed the
party’s tactical move to
polarise vote banks was
“rapidly consolidating
the Hindu vote in its
favour.”

As the EC on Wed-
nesday ordered the rem-
oval of BJP MPs Anurag
Thakur and Parvesh Ver-
ma from the party’s list of
star campaigners, on
Wednesday evening, Mr
Verma, West Delhi Lok
Sabha MP, attended a pub-
lic meeting addressed by
Union home minister
Amit Shah in Nazafgarh
Assembly constituency.
On the EC’s order, the
BJP said the party has
“not yet received copies of
the EC order.” BJP vice-
president Shyam Jaju
argued what the EC had
said was a “suggestion,
not an order,” and that
the EC “has not banned
them from campaigning.”

“The party has not
received any communica-
tion from the EC and will
make a representation to

the commission as and
when the order is rec-
eived,” said Jaju. Earlier,
the EC issued a show
cause notice to Parvesh
Verma and Union minis-
ter Anurag Thakur for
their controversial state-
ments, saying that prime
facie the remarks had the
potential of disturbing
harmony. 

AKALI DAL TO
SUPPORT BJP IN
DELHI POLLS
New Delhi, Jan. 29: BJP
president J P Nadda on
Wednesday said that ally
Shiromani Akali Dal,
which had decided not to
contest the Delhi assem-
bly polls over differences
with the saffron party,
will support BJP in the
February 8 elections. At a
joint press conference
with SAD president Suk-
hbir Badal, Nadda hailed
the SAD as an old and
strong ally, while Badal
asserted that it is not
merely a political but also
an “emotional alliance.”

“I am grateful to the
SAD that they have decid-
ed to support the BJP in
Delhi assembly elections.
I thank Sukhbir Bad-
al...The SAD is one of the
oldest constituents of the
BJP-led NDA,” Nadda tol-
dat the press conference
at Badal’s residence.

Prashant, Pavan
expelled from JD(U) 
NAYEAR AAZAD aand
SREEPARNA
CHAKRABARTY || DDC
PATNA/NEW DELHI, JAN. 29

The political potboiler in
the run-up to the Bihar
Assembly polls later this
year kicked off formally
on Wednesday when
Janata Dal (United) presi-
dent Nitish Kumar exp-
elled senior party leaders
Prashant Kishor and
Pavan Varma on discipli-
nary grounds.

Both were quick to hit
back, “thanking” Nitish
Kumar for expelling them
and hinting that he would
do anything to retain the
chief minister’s chair in
Patna. The move comes a
day after Prashant Kishor
openly revolted against
Mr Kumar and called him
“a liar” for claiming that
he was inducted into the
JD(U) on the advice of
Amit Shah.

There has been unease
in the JD(U) after Mr
Kishor and Mr Varma
defied the party’s official
stand on the issue of the
CAA, NPR and NRC. On a
number of occasions ear-
lier, both leaders had
urged chief minister
Nitish Kumar to reconsid-
er his decision to support
the CAA.

Recently he had raised
the political pitch by chal-
lenging home minister
Amit Shah to implement
CAA and NRC in the
same “chronology” that
he had earlier announced.

The differences deep-
ened when recently
Pavan Varma sought “ide-
ological clarity” from Mr
Kumar over the party’s

alliance with the BJP in
Delhi.

“I fail to understand
how the party has formed
an alliance for the Delhi
elections given his (Nitish
Kumar) own views on the
BJP and the massive
national outrage against
the divisive CAA-NPR-
NRC scheme”, Mr Varma
said in a letter to the
Bihar CM.

JD(U) leaders in Patna
told this newspaper that a
series of tweets and state-
ments by both leaders
were causing a dent in the
NDA, which was prepar-
ing for the Bihar Ass-
embly elections to be held
later this year.

Mr Kishor, who was
widely credited for Nitish
Kumar’s return as chief
minister for a third term,
had joined the JD(U) in
September 2018.

“Thank you, Nitish
Kumar. My best wishes to
you to retain the chair of
Chief Minister of Bihar”,
Mr Kishor said in a tweet
soon after being expelled.

India reaffirms stand
on Israel conflict
DC CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JAN. 29

Hours after US President
Donald Trump proposed a
West Asia Plan for peace
between Israel and
Palestine, India on Wed-
nesday urged both Israel
and the Palestinians “to
engage with each other,
including on the recent
proposals put forward by
the US, and find an acce-
ptable two-state solution
for peaceful coexistence.”
New Delhi asked both
sides to “directly negoti-
ate” with each other
while pointing out that
India “has been consis-
tently supportive of the
Palestinian cause” and
“has also called for a two-
state solution to the
Israeli-Palestinian issue.” 

MEA spokesperson Ra-
veesh Kumar said, “As

you are aware, India has
been consistently sup-
portive of the Palestinian
cause. India has also
called for a two-State solu-
tion to the Israeli-Pale-
stinian issue. We reiter-
ate our view that the final
status issues should be
resolved through direct
negotiations between the
two parties and be accept-
able to both. We urge the
parties to engage with
each other, including on
the recent proposals put
forward by the US.”

According to US media
reports, President Trump
proposed a sweeping West
Asia peace plan “that
would establish a disjoint-
ed Palestinian state large-
ly surrounded by Israel,
while granting Israel
most of what it has
sought over decades of
conflict.”

Security personnel help Kerala Governor Arif Mohammed Khan as he is being blocked by protesting opposition legislators on his arrival into the
house for Governor’s address in Thiruvananthapuram on Wednesday. — PTI

Protesters raise slogans against the amended CAA and
NRC during Bharat Bandh in Bhopal on Wednesday.

Khan says he is not affected by the Cong-led UDF protest against him

■ ■ THANK YYOU, NNITISH
KUMAR My best wishes
to you to retain the
chair of Chief Minister
of Bihar, Prashant
Kishor says in a tweet 

MOTION AGAINST
PLACED IN EU
PARLIAMENT

PIVOTAL | MOVE Extension to help victims of rape, minors and others

Cabinet nod to 24 weeks abortion limit
DC CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JAN. 29

In a significant move, the
Union Cabinet on Wed-
nesday approved extend-
ing the upper limit for per-
mitting abortions from the
present 20 weeks to 24
weeks for “special cate-
gories of women” which
would include rape sur-
vivors, victims of incest,
differently-abled and
minors.

The Cabinet gave its nod
to the Medical Term-
ination of Pregnancy
(Amendment) Bill, 2020 to
amend the Medical Term-
ination of Pregnancy Act,
1971 and it would be intro-
duced in the Budget ses-
sion of Parliament begin-
ning January 31, official
sources said.

While addressing the
media after the Cabinet

meeting, Union minister
Prakash Javadekar said
the upper limit for permit-
ting abortions has been
extended from the present
20 weeks to 24 weeks.

He also said that this will
ensure safe termination of
pregnancies and also give
women reproductive
rights over their bodies.

The extension will help
victims of rape, girls with
disabilities as well as
minors, who may not
realise they are pregnant
until later, he said. An offi-
cial statement later said
one of the salient features
of the proposed amend-
ments is “enhancing the
upper gestation limit from
20 to 24 weeks for special
categories of women
which will be defined in
the amendments to the
MTP Rules and would
include ‘vulnerable wo-

men like survivors of
rape, victims of incest and
other vulnerable women
(like differently-abled

women, minors).”
If the pregnancy has to

be terminated in 20 weeks,
the opinion of one doctor
is required. But beyond
that, opinion of two doc-
tors would be needed and
one of them has to be a
government physician,
Javadekar said.

Name and other particu-
lars of a woman whose
pregnancy is terminated
shall not be revealed
except to a person autho-
rised in any law which is
in force, the statement
said. 

“In a progressive reform
and giving reproductive
rights to women, the limit
of 20 weeks of medical ter-
mination of pregnancy
has been increased to 24
weeks. 

This is important be-
cause in first five months,
there are cases where the

girl concerned doesn't
realise and has to go to
court. This was discussed
with various stakehold-
ers,” Javadekar said.

“This will reduce mater-
nal mortality,” he added.
The statement said the
“upper gestation limit”for
medical termination of
pregnancy will not apply
in cases of “substantial
foetal abnormalities” dia-
gnosed by the medical
board. 

The composition, func-
tions and other details of
the medical board will be
prescribed subsequently
in rules to be framed
under the Act. The amend-
ments are aimed at expa-
nding access of women to
safe and legal abortion
services on therapeutic,
eugenic, humanitarian or
social grounds, the state-
ment said.

The move will
ensure safe termina-

tion of pregnancies and
also give women repro-
ductive rights over their

bodies
— PRAKASH JAVADEKAR

Union minister


