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Nobel couple
Duflo and
Banerjee at
Adda today

Banerjee; Duflo

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 5

ABHIJIT BANERJEE and Esther
Duflo, the economist couple who
shared the 2019 Nobel Prize in
Economics with Michael Kremer
for their “experimental approach
toalleviating global poverty”, will
be guests at the Express Adda in
Mumbai on Monday.
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JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

SINCE 1932

MOB ENTERS 7 HOSTELS, TEACHERS AMONG INJURED

Masked men runriotinside
JNU for 3 hours, 26 injured

Oppn flays ‘fascist forces’; Union ministers condemn attack; Home seeks report

ARANYA SHANKAR &
SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 5

MASKED MEN wielding sticks,
rods and sledgehammers ter-
rorised Jawaharlal Nehru
University for close to three hours
on Sunday evening, entering hos-
tels, attacking students and
teachers and leaving 26 injured.

Eyewitnesses and many of
those injured said the men, who
as per some estimates numbered
around 100, were mostly out-
siders and belonged to the ABVP
— acharge the RSS student outfit
denied. Eyewitnesses also ac-
cused police of failing to stop the
mob from entering the campus
or ending the violence sooner,
despite calls from JNU as well as
frantic students and teachers.

Among those injured were
22 students, including JNU
Students’ Union (JNUSU) presi-
dent Aishe Ghosh, two teachers
and two guards, who have been
admitted to AIIMS and
Safdarjung Hospital.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah ordered the Delhi Police to
hold an inquiry, as the HRD
Ministry condemned the inci-
dent, blaming outsiders for it,
and said “anarchy will not be tol-
erated”. Several Union ministers
and JNU alumni, such as Nirmala
Sitharaman and S Jaishankar,
criticised the violence.

The chaos started around
6:30 pm when a ‘peace march’
called by the JNU Teachers’
Association on campus was
wrapping up. Teachers had
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Avideo grab shows a mob with sticks inside one of the hostels

BUSINESS AS USUAL
By UNNY

GOONS ON CAMPUS;
REGISTRAR LINKS IT
TO FEE PROTESTS
FULL COVERAGE PAGES 5, 6

Police watch as ambulances
smashed, leaders heckled

SHIVAMPATEL &
SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 5

A LITTLE before 8 pm on Sunday;,
police gathered outside JNU’s
north gate, having been called in
following the violence unleashed
by masked men on campus that
lasted close to three hours. What
followed was dozens of men,
their faces covered with mufflers,
chanting slogans — “Desh ke gad-
daro ko, goli maaro saalo ko”,
“Naxalwad murdabad’ and “Na
Maowad, Na Naxalwan, Sabse
Upar Rashtrawad” — not allowing

JNUSU chief Aishe Ghosh
was struck on head. Express

ambulances toreach the campus
by puncturing tyres and smash-
ing windows. They did so next to
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Tehran says n-limits off, Trump
warns ‘52 Iran sites on target’

Slogans against the US, Israel in Iran Parliament Sunday. AP

NASSER KARIMI
& JON GAMBRELL
TEHRAN, JANUARY 5

AMID SOARING tensions be-
tween Iran and the US, President
Donald Trump late Saturday
threatened to hit 52 Iranian sites
hard if Tehran attacks Americans
or US assets in retaliation for the

Sikh killed, India
tells Pakistan:
‘cuard minorities’

KRISHN KAUSHIK &
NAVJEEVAN GOPAL
NEW DELHI, AMRITSAR, JAN 5

INDIA HAS condemned the “tar-
geted killing” of amember of the
Sikh community in Pakistan, an
incident that came a day after the
mob attack on the Nankana Sahib
gurdwara in the country, and
asked Pakistan to “stop prevari-
cating” and protect its minorities.
In a statement issued by the
Ministry of External Affairs, New
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

US killing of military com-
mander Qassem Soleimani. In
return, Tehran condemned
Trump as a “terrorist in a suit”,
with its parliament Sunday
opening with lawmakers chant-
ing “Death to America!”

Late on Sunday night, Iran
said it would furtherroll backits
commitments to a 2015 nuclear
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‘Concerned’

India in touch
with Iran, US

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 5

TWO DAYS after the killing of top
[ranian military commander
Qassem Soleimani in an
American drone strike, Minister
of External Affairs S Jaishankar
spoke to his counterpartsinIran
and the United States on Sunday.
While he expressed India’s deep
concern over the situation with
[ran, in his talk with the US, he
mentioned India’s interests.
Ina tweet, Jaishankar said he
had a conversation with “FM
@]JZarif (Mohammad Javad Zarif)
of Iran”. He said he had “noted
that developments have takena
very serious turn” and “India re-
mains deeply concerned about
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

BJP to fight Delhi polls on
Modi name, CAA agenda

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 5

IN AN indication that the BJP
may not declare its chief minis-
terial face ahead of the Delhi
Assembly elections, BJP presi-
dent Amit Shah, while address-
ing booth-level workers, said the
party would form the next gov-
ernment under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Setting the tone for the up-
coming elections, Shah accused
the Congress and the Aam
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

NoCM
face sign
o of rift

EXPLAINED

AMIT SHAH'S assertion
that the BJP would fight
the Delhi Assembly elec-
tion under the leadership
of the PM is an indication
that the party is unlikely
to announce a chief min-
isterial candidate. It’s also
a sign that the party is
still beset with infighting.
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India in touch

the levels of tension”. The two
countries would remainin touch,
Jaishankar said.

In another tweet a few hours
later, Jaishankar said “had a tele-
phonicdiscussion with Secretary
of State @SecPompeo on the
evolving situation in the Gulf re-
gion”. Jaishankar added that he
“highlighted India’s stakes and
concerns” in his discussion with
the US official.

Later, Pompeo tweeted about
his conversation with Jaishankar,
saying, “@DrSJaishankar and |
spoke just now regarding Iran’s
continued threats and provoca-
tions. The Trump Administration
won’t hesitate to act to keep
American lives, and those of our
friends and allies, safe.”

US State Department
spokesperson Morgan Ortagus
said Pompeo and Jaishankar had
discussed “Iran’s continued provo-
cations and threats to the region”.

Jaishankar also spoke to his
counterparts in Oman and the
UAE on Sunday regarding the sit-
uation in the region.

This was the first official state-
ment by India that it was in con-
tactwith eitherIran or the US over
Soleimani’s assassination, which
has spiked tensions in the Middle
East and raised concerns across
the globe. Earlier, on Friday, it had
expressed concern at the rising
tension and said the situation
should not escalate further.

India is walking the diplo-
matic tightrope since it has close
ties with both Tehran and
Washington DC. Though the
sanctions on Iran have impacted
India’s economic ties with the
country, the latter has been the
largest exporter to India of crude
oilforalong time.Indiaisalsode-
veloping a portinIran.

Last month, Jaishankarwasin
Iran on a two-day visit. It was just
three days after his trip to the US
along with Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh.

After Soleimani’s killing, the
US said it had approached various
countries to update them. On
Saturday, Pompeo had tweeted a
list of the countries he had
reached out to, including Pakistan
and Afghanistan.

He said he had spoken to
Pakistan Army Chief General
Qamar Javed Bajwa on “the defen-
sive action to kill Qassem
Soleimani”.He had tweeted about
a similar conversation with
Afghanistan President Ashraf
Ghani, saying the step was taken
“toprotect American lives at stake”.

The Principal Deputy
Assistant Secretary with the
Bureau of South and Central Asian
Affairs, Alice Wells, tweeted: “To
strengthen mil2mil cooperation
onshared priorities & advance US
national security, @POTUS au-
thorized the resumption of
International Military Education
and Training #IMET for Pakistan.
The overall security assistance
suspension for Pakistan remains
ineffect.”

Tehran

deal with six major powers, by en-
riching uranium without restric-
tions. However, it said Tehran will
continue to cooperate with the
UN nuclear watchdog,

Thousands of mourners ac-
companied a casket carrying the
remains of the General —killedin
a US drone strike — through two
major Iranian cities as part of a
grand funeral procession across
the Islamic Republic.

“Like ISIS, Like Hitler, Like
Genghis! They all hate cultures.
Trump is a terrorist in a suit. He
will learn history very soon that
NOBODY can defeat ‘the Great
[ranian Nation & Culture’,” Iranian
Minister Mohammad Javad
Azari-Jahromi tweeted.

Trump responded to thatand
other strong words from Tehran
with a series of tweets Saturday,
saying Iran “is talking very boldly
about targeting certain USA as-
sets”. The United States has “tar-
geted 52 Iranian sites”, some “at
a very high level & important to
Iran & the Iranian culture, and
those targets, and Iran itself,
WILL BE HIT VERY FAST AND
VERY HARD”, he said.

The 52 targets represented
the 52 Americans held hostage
in Iran after being seized at the
US Embassy in 1979 during the
country’s Islamic Revolution,
Trump said.

While defending the strike on
Soleimani, US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo warned that
Washington could target any
“Iranian decision-makers” if there
were further attacks. He also de-
nied that Trump had threatened
to target Iranian cultural sites.

Speaking on CNN's State of the
Union, Pompeo said, “We took
him (Soleimani) from the battle-
field. We saw that he was plotting
further plans to take down
Americans... We've told the
[ranianregime: enough. Youcan't
get away with using proxy forces
and think your homeland will be
safe and secure. We're going to re-
spond against the actual decision-
makers.”

In Baghdad, where the strike
happened, Iraq’s parliament
called Sunday for US and other
foreign military forces to leave, re-
flecting the concern of many that
the strike could engulf the coun-
try inamajor war. Some 5,000 US
troops remain in Irag, most in an
advisory role.

[ran has promised “harsh re-
venge” for the US attack. Late
Saturday, a series of rockets
launched in Baghdad fell inside or
near the Green Zone, which
houses government offices and
foreign embassies, including the
US Embassy.

Aspokesman for[ran’sarmed
forces, Gen Abolfazl Shekarchi,
said Iran and the “resistance front
will decide the time, place and
way” revenge will be carried out.
The military adviser to Iran
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei said the Islamic repub-
lic'sresponse will be military, CNN
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THIS SIX-TIME CAT TOPPER DOES NOT WANT ADMISSION AT lIM

Patrick D’Souza enjoys the unique distinction being the top scorer — six times — in the Common Admission
Test (CAT).In2019, he figured among 10 candidates from across the country to have obtained a perfect 100
percentile in the nationwide competitive exam

VIDEO OF THE DAY

reported. “The response for sure
will be military and against mili-
tary sites,” Brigadier General
Hossein Dehghan said.

Inathinly veiled threat, one of
the Iran-backed militias, Asaib Ahl
al-Hagq, called on Iraqi security
forces to stay at least a kilometre
away from US bases starting
Sunday night. However, US troops
are invariably based in Iraqi mili-
tary posts alongside local forces.

Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah,
leader of Lebanon’s powerful,
[ran-allied Hezbollah movement,
said the US military in the Middle
East would pay the price for
Soleimani’s death.

The US-led coalition has al-
ready scaled back operations and
boosted “security and defensive
measures” at bases hosting coali-
tion forces in Iraq, a coalition of-
ficial said. It has also dispatched
another 3,000 troops to Kuwait.
The US Embassy in Saudi Arabia
warned Americans “of the
heightened risk of missile and
drone attacks”.

Iran is giving Soleimani a
multi-city ceremony, the first in
the republic. Not even the Islamic
Republic’s founder, Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini, received
such a processional with his
death in 1989.

Soleimani’s body was on early
Sunday flown to the southwest-
ern Iranian city of Ahvaz from
Baghdad. Ahvaz was a focus of
fighting during the 1980-88 war
between Iraq and Iran, in which
the General had grown to promi-
nence. The caskets then moved
through streets choked with
mourners wearing black.
Demonstrators carried red Shiite
flags, which traditionally both
symbolise the spilled blood of
someone unjustly killed and call
for their deaths to be avenged.

Later Sunday, Soleimani’s
body was taken to Mashhad. His
remains were scheduled to go to
Tehran on Monday, but late on
Sunday night, Iran announced it
was cancelling the Tehran cere-
mony due to the overwhelming
turnout by mourners in Mashhad.

Britain and France have
warned their citizens to avoid or
strictly limit travel in Iraq, as
London said it would begin es-
corting ships through the Strait of
Hormugz. British Foreign Minister
Dominic Raab described
Soleimani asa “regional menace”
and said he was sympathetic to
the situation the US found itself
in, while also calling for crisis
diplomacy to avoid war.

European Union foreign pol-
icy chief Josep Borrell urged Iran’s
foreign minister by phone Sunday
to work to de-escalate the situa-
tion and invited him to Brussels
to discuss ways of preserving the
2015 nuclear deal with Iran.

The nuclear accord had been
signed between Iran and the UN
Security Council’s five permanent
members — Britain, China, France,
Russia and the US. In May 2018,
the US withdrew, though the
three European nations remain
parties to the deal along with
China and Russia.

State television said Iranwould
now not respect any limits set
downinthe nuclear pact: whether
thelimit onits number of uranium
enrichment centrifuges to its en-
richment capacity, the level to
which uranium could be enriched,
or Iran’s nuclear Research and
Development activities.

Tehran said it can quickly
undo those breaches if those
sanctions are removed.

Backinthe US, protesters held
demonstrations indozens of cities
Saturday over Trump’s decisions
tokill Soleimani and deploy more
troops to the Mideast.

ASSOCIATED PRESS, WITH
REUTERS FROM DUBAI,
BAGHDAD, WASHINGTON

Express Adda

Kolkata-born Banerjee, 58,
and Paris-born Duflo, 46, both
professors at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT),
were awarded the Nobel for their
groundbreaking work in develop-
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What’s killing India’s

elephants?

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

India has the world’s largest population of
wild Asian elephants. It also has a colossal
human-animal conflict problem.India has
the world’s largest population of wild Asian
elephants. It also has a colossal.

Masked men run riot inside JNU

gathered to call for calm a day
after the campus had seen a
scuffle between activists of the
ABVP and Left outfits. The cam-
pus has been seeing protests
against hostel fee hike for
around three months.

Police finally arrived outside
the campus only around 7.30
pm,and said it held flagmarches
inside at regular intervals. By
night, over 700 policemen were
present on the campus.

The ABVP claimed it had no
link to the violence and its mem-
bers were, in fact, attacked by
Left outfits. While all Opposition
parties condemned the vio-
lence, blaming “fascist” forces,
the BJP called it “a desperate at-
tempt by forces of anarchy, who
are determined to use students
as cannon fodder, create unrest
to shore up their shrinking po-
litical footprint”. Congress vice-
president Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra visited the injured stu-
dents at AIIMS.

While tweeting his “pain
and anguish” over the injured
students, Vice-Chancellor
Mamidala Jagadesh Kumar at-
tached a press note by the
Registrar talking about the
protests over the fees hike and
expressing regret that “a group
of students with their violent
means of protests are prevent-
ing thousands of non-agitating
students from pursuing theirac-
ademic activities”.

According to eyewitnesses,
the crowd of masked men first
gathered at Periyar Hostel, a
couple of hours before the at-
tacks started. Soori Krishan, an
SHI activist, was among the first
to get hit. “A large crowd with
covered faces abused us in
Hindi. When I started retorting,
they hit me with a metal rod on
my head. I've received two
stitches and my hands are in-
jured too,” said the MA student
who was taken to AIIMS.

The teachers said on seeing
the group “of around 100 men

with their faces covered, sticks
and stones in hands” marching
towards them, they approached
them in a bid to placate them,
but were attacked instead. One
teacher said “the stones were big
enough to crack a skull”.

Professor Shukla Sawant
said she was hit on the head and
back. “They just starting pelting
huge stones at us and beating
everyone,” she said. Professor
Atul Sood said, “Police were at
the JNU gate while all this was
happening and nobody stopped
this mob.”

A Master’s student told The
Indian Express over the phone
around 9.45 pm: “When the
mob began attacking, many of
the women ran towards the
women’s wing of Sabarmati
Hostel. Around seven of us have
been locked inside a room for
three hours now. There are peo-
ple with head injuries here.”

Students said at least seven
hostels were targeted. Doors
were broken, windows
smashed and students’ belong-
ings were trashed as the men
went from one corridor to the
next.One video showed a group
of women asking the mob to
back off,and the menrushing at
them with weapons.

Aresident of the men’s wing
of Sabarmati Hostel said the at-
tackers asked himif belonged to
any Left group. “Around 6:30
pm, around 20 masked people
entered the hostel. They were
carrying sticks, iron rods and
some liquid in glass bottles... |
waited in my room and they
pushed me and asked meifIbe-
long to any Left party. I said I'm
not, even though I am. They
looked around my room for a
while and then left,” he said.

He spoke to The Indian
Express around 10:30 pm and
said no security guard or police
personnel had come to the hos-
tel till then.

JNUSU president Ghosh was
taken to AIIMS. Nikhil Matthew,

who was with Ghosh and her
sister at the time, said they
“begged” the mob not to hit
them. With blood flowing down
her head, Ghosh said, “I am not
in a condition to talk.” Doctors
said she had lacerations on her
forehead.

In a statement, the JNUSU
blamed “ABVP goons, mostly
from outside campus” for the vi-
olence. “The Bajrang Dal and
members of other such outfits
outside the main gate are asking
for students to be shot. Why is
police not ensuring that JNU re-
mains a safe space for all stu-
dents?” it said.

HRD Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal called the incident
“unfortunate” and urged stu-
dents to maintain peace. His
ministry tweeted, “a group of
masked people entered the JNU
campus today, threw stones,
damaged property and attacked
students. This is very unfortu-
nate and highly condemnable,
such acts of violence and anar-
chy will not be tolerated.”

Higher Education Secretary
Amit Khare told The Indian
Express the violence was a “se-
rious matter” and the HRD
Ministry had sought a report
from the Registrar. Khare, who
was in Bhopal Sunday, came
back to Delhi late night.

Khare’s predecessor R
Subrahmanyam, who was
transferred out last month
amidst the protest by JNU stu-
dents against the hostel fee hike,
was the first from the govern-
ment to condemn the violence.
Subrahmanyam, whois also an
alumnus of the university, wrote
on Twitter, “#JNUViolence com-
pletely unacceptable and
shameful...demand immediate
action against the hooligans.”

Subrahmanyam was one of
the maindrivers of the dialogue
with]NU students over the hike.
His transfer order of December
13 came less than two hours be-
fore the officers-elect of the

JNUSU were scheduled to meet
him for a third round of talks.

Soon after Subrahmanyam,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman tweeted.
“Condemn the violence un-
equivocally. This is completely
against the tradition and culture
of the university,” Jaishankar
said on Twitter. Sitharaman said,
“Horrifying images from JNU —
the place I know & remember
was one for fierce debates &
opinions but never violence...
This govt, regardless of what has
been said the past few weeks,
wants universities to be safe
spaces for all students.”

NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh
Kantalso tweeted, saying, “#JNU
hasalwaysbeena centre of lively
& vibrant debate, discussion &
co-existence of different view-
points. What has happened to-
day is extremely sad & tragic.”

In a reaction late Sunday
night, KVijayraghavan, Principal
Scientific Advisor to the govern-
ment, said, “Campuses are
places for learning, discussion,
collegial debate amongst di-
verse opinions, and research.
There is no place at all for vio-
lence. What has happened in
JNU today is unhesitatingly and
unequivocally condemned.”

Denying charges of not act-
ing adequately, police said that
initially,around 20-30 of its per-
sonnel were on the campusdue
tothe planned march,and onre-
ceiving information of the vio-
lence around 5 pm, it deployed
20 personnel from every police
station in the South-West and
South districts. Ataround 8 pm,
50 more personnel were called.

JCP (New Delhi) Anand
Mohan said, “We were in-
formed that there was a clash
between two groups of stu-
dents. The JNU Administration
approached usand thenwe en-
tered the campus to control the
law and order. The situation is
now under control.”

Outside JNU gates, masked men attack ambulances

apolice barricade and in front of
a police detention van, with
many of the men chanting slo-
gans of ‘police zindabad'.

The men threatened jour-
nalists not to click photos or
come nearby and also manhan-
dled Swaraj India head
Yogendra Yadav. All this while,
over 250 policemen looked on
without intervening.

Many of those gathered at
the gate told The Indian Express
that they were affiliated to the
ABVP (the Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad, the student
body of the RSS), but most did
not divulge names. Many were
seen holding sticks.

Amid the sloganeering, oc-
casional scuffles broke out be-
tween ABVP and Left outfits. The
violence happened in darkness
as all streetlights in front of the
gates were switched off.
Occasionally, one or two police-

ment economics that has pro-
vided insights into problems of
poverty that governments across
the world are engaged with today.

Overthelast twodecades, Sen
and Duflo have worked with gov-
ernments in Africa and Asia to
carry outrandomised control tri-
als (RCTs) across social sectors
such as health and education.
Despite criticism that their eco-
nomics relies too heavily on RCT5,
the duo, who founded the Abdul
Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab (J-
PAL) at the Department of
Economics at the MIT in 2004,
have been credited with using
their experimental approach to
understanding common, yet vex-
ing, problems such as poverty or
the fact that children go to school

men would intervene and dis-
perse the crowd.

Among those attacked were
Yadav, who said: “I was speak-
ing to the JNU teachers about
what's happening at the cam-
pus. During this, police started
dragging me away saying you
are creating tension... that’s
whenall the goondas who have
gathered here started attacking
me after whichIfell down. Now
the police areasking me toleave.
They don’t have the courage to
remove these goondas.”

Secretary of the JNU
Teachers’ Association, Surajit
Mazumdar, said, “Teachers were
attacked today, and, we are ab-
solutely convinced, with the
connivance of the JNU Vice
Chancellor and the JNU admin-
istration.”

Amanwhoclaimed tobean
ABVP member and JNU student,
and identified himself as Suresh,

but don’t learn enough.

Among their many interven-
tions in India was ‘Balsakhi’, a re-
medial teaching programme im-
plemented in 122 primary
schools in Vadodara and 77
schools in Mumbai that signifi-
cantly improved test scores.

Banerjee has been vocal with
his suggestions on how torevive
the Indian economy, opposing
any more cuts in corporate taxes
and advocating the need to boost
demand.

Duflo, the youngest and only
the second womanrecipientof the
Nobel for Economics since its in-
ceptionin 1969, hasin the past said
that a country’s GDP growth rate
ismerely one indicator of well-be-
ing; “not the be-all and end-all”.

was carrying an iron rod with a
muffler wrapped around his
face. He said, “The Left students
started the issue after they beat
up our ABVP students, who are
fewer in numbers inside cam-
pus today. We could not just
stand and watch and decided to
hit back.”

Police presence was in-
creased outside the gate by 1045
pm and the crowd was moved
out to the road opposite the gate.
Streetlights were turned on by
11 pm. By this time, the presence
of Left groups increased and they
started forming a human chain,
pushing back ABVP members
and raising slogans such as,
“ABVP campus choro”, “Delhi po-
lice sharam karo”.

Residents and those from
nearby areas, who identified
themselves as ABVP members,
said they had come to protest
the “violence meted by

Duflo has degrees in history and
economics from Ecole Normale
Supérieure, Paris, and a PhD in
Economics from MIT in 1999.

At the first Express Adda of
2020,Banerjee and Duflowillbein
conversation with Anant Goenka,
Executive Director, The Indian
Express Group,and Seema Chishti,
Deputy Editor. The Express Addais
aseries of informal interactions or-
ganised by The Indian Express
Group and features those at the
centre of change. Past guestsat the
event have included Nirmala
Sitharaman, Nick Clegg, the Dalai
Lama, the late Arun Jaitley and
Amartya Sen,among others.
Sikh killed

Delhi condemned the killing of

Communists on our people”.

CPI leader D Raja, who also
came to the north gate around
10.45 pm, was heckled, with
some seen abusing him verbally
and asking him to go back, even
aswomen and supporters gath-
ered around him. With nointer-
vention from police. Raja said, “It
is nothing but fascism. Delhi
Police remains a mute specta-
tor... It is under the Union min-
istry and Amit shah should be
questioned about this.”

Asked about the violence in-
side and the lawlessness outside
the campus, DCP (Southwest)
Devender Aryasaid, “We are in-
quiring into the matter and
probing the role of outsiders as
well.” An officer said that since
most senior officers were in JNU
atthe time, the situation outside
may have escalated as a resullt.
By Sunday night, 700 police of-
ficers had descended on JNU.

Ravinder Singh, the younger
brother of a television anchor,
who was shot dead by unknown
assailants in Peshawar.

India said it “strongly con-
demns the targeted killing of a mi-
nority Sikh community member
in Peshawar that follows the re-
cent despicable vandalism and
desecration of the holy Gurdwara
Sri Janam Asthan at Nankana
Sahib and the unresolved case of
abduction, forced conversionand
marriage of a Sikh girl Jagjit Kaur”.

It asked Pakistan to “stop pre-
varicating and take immediate ac-
tion toapprehend and give exem-
plary punishment to the
perpetrators of these heinous
acts”. Further, India said the
Government of Pakistan “should

act in defense of their own mi-
norities instead of preaching ser-
mons about it to other countries”.

Singh, a resident of Shangla
district in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
was killed on Saturday night
when he was out shopping for his
marriage to be held six weeks
later. He is the younger brother of
Harmeet Singh, the “first Sikh TV
anchor in Pakistan” who works
with Public News in Pakistan.

Investigators in Pakistan told
The Indian Express that they were
probing the murder from “differ-
ent angles”. “The victim was to
get married in February. We are
investigating whether a jilted
lover may have committed the
crime. The victim had also given
a sum of money as loan... So we
are also investigating that angle
too. We will also look at whether
robbery was amotive,” the inves-
tigator said.

PTI quoted Harmeet Singh as
telling the media that an un-
known person called him from
his brother’s cellphone on
Saturday and informed him that
his brother had been killed. “The
government must arrest the cul-
pritsas early as possible. I will not
find peace until the criminals are
arrested,” he said.

Inatweet, Punjab CIM Captain
Amarinder Singh said he wad
“shocked & anguished” over the
killing of the Sikh youth. The tweet
further read, “@ImranKhanPTI
govt must ensure thoroughinves-
tigation & strict punishment for
the culprits. This is the time to act
on whatyou preach.”

The MEA’s statement on the
killing is seen as response to com-
ments made by Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan and others
since the abrogation of Article 370
in August and the passing of the
citizenship Act in December.

In a tweet on Sunday, Imran
Khan condemned the attack on
Nankana Sahib. Khan said “the
major difference between the
condemnable Nankana incident
& the ongoing attacks across India
onMuslims & other minoritiesis”
that “the former is against my vi-
sion & will find zero tolerance &
protection from the govt incl(ud-
ing) police & judiciary”.Inanother
tweet, he added, “in contrast,
Modi’s RSS vision supports mi-
norities oppression & the targeted
attacks against Muslims are part
of this agenda”. He also said that
the “RSS goons conducting pub-
lic lynchings, Muslims being vio-
lated by mobs are all not only sup-
ported by Modi Govt but Indian
police leads anti-Muslim attacks”.

Delhi polls

Aadmi Party (AAP) of instigating
“riots” by “misleading” people on
the Gitizenship (Amendment) Act
and asking BJP workers to carry
out an extensive campaign to ex-
plain the law to voters.

Targeting AAP’s Arvind
Kejriwal and the Congress's Rahul
Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, Shah said, “Pradhanmantri
CAA ko lekar aye, cabinet me man-
juri di, Lok Sabha ne parit
kiya..Kejriwal nejanta ko ghumrah
kar... Congress Party ne, vishesh kar
Rahul Baba aur Priyanka Vadrane,
janta ko gumrah kar ke dange kar-
wane ka kaam kiya hai(The Prime
Minister brought in CAA, the
Cabinet cleared it, Lok Sabha
passed it... then, by misleading
people, Arvind Kejriwal and the
Congress, especially Rahul Baba
and Priyanka Vadra, are doing the
work of instigating riots by mis-
leading people). Do you want a
government in Delhi which in-
cites riots for politics?”

Asking BJP workers to reach
out to Dalits, Sikhs and refugees
by holding door-to-door cam-
paigns and telling them that
“Modiji wants to give them citi-
zenship, but anti-Dalit Kejriwal
and anti-Dalit Congress is oppos-
ing it”, Shah said, “I will start the
campaign by reaching out toeach
house... Will you spread the mes-
sage of Modiji? Will you expose
the anti-national stand of Rahul
Gandhi? Willyou tell people how
Kejriwalji has misled.”
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Twoinjured
in East
Delhi house

collapse

New Delhi: Two people
sustained injuries after a
two-storey building col-
lapsed in East Delhi’s
Gandhi Nagar Sunday. The
Delhi Fire Services said
it received information
about the collapse around
4.48 pm and deployed
four tenders to rescue
the people inside. The fire-
men found two persons
trapped, who were res-
cued in time. DFS director
Atul Garg said no casual-
ties were reported. Police
said the building housed a
commercial unit.

Cops beaten
by 6 menin
arrest bid

New Delhi: Two police
personnel, who were tak-
ing a man they had ar-
rested for allegedly smug-
gling illicit liquor to the
police station, were at-
tacked by six menin South
West Delhi’s Dwarka, po-
lice said. In the ensuing
scuffle, wherein one of the
policemen fired a shot
which hit one of the ac-
cused, four of the seven
accused were nabbed, po-
lice said. ENS

2 held for
robbing man

New Delhi: Two men
were arrested for al-
legedly robbing a man
along with three other ac-
cused, after offering him
alift near Shankar Chowk
in Gurgaon’s Sector 33,
police said. PTI

‘WORLD RECORD’

192 mohalla
clinics opene

inaday: CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 5

DELHI CHIEF Minister Arvind
Kejriwal Sunday inaugurated
152 mohalla clinics in the cap-
ital and claimed the govern-
ment has set a “world record”
by starting so many health fa-
cilities on a single day. The to-
tal number of functional clinics
in Delhi now stands at 450.
“We initially constructed
around 150 clinics. Later, we
faced many difficulties and
roadblocks in expanding the
project. Many files were pend-
ing for one-two years. Then, the
Supreme Court judgment came
out and it eased the process of
opening new mohalla clinics.
Now, we have made 450 mo-
halla clinics functional. In the
coming three-four months,
more clinics will be opened and
[ hope the target of 1,000 mo-
halla clinics will be achieved in
Delhi,” Kejriwal said while inau-
gurating a clinic in Pitampura.
Simultaneously, MLAs inau-
gurated mohalla clinics in 43
Assembly  constituencies.
Started in 2015, the mohalla clin-
ics have served two crore OPD
patients and conducted 18 lakh
tests until November 2019.
“Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain said mohalla clin-
ics will find a place in the
Guinness World Records and the
Limca Book of Records. If people
are happy, Iwould be happy. It is
a Guinness World Record for me.
[ don’t require anything more
than that,” said Kejriwal.
Praising Delhi’s health
model, he said the AAP govern-

Kejriwal inaugurates one
of the clinics, Sunday.
Gajendra Yadav

ment has added 15,000 new
beds in the last five years, while
the previous governments man-
aged to add 10,000 beds in 70
years.

“Government hospitals are
being closed down and the stan-
dard of government dispensaries
is deteriorating across the coun-
try. There you may see broken
walls, absence of doctors and
staff, and people losing trust. But
across Delhi, mohalla clinics are
being opened and AC-hospitals
are being built. In Delhi, people’s
trustin the public healthcare sys-
tem has been multiplied,” he said.

With Delhi gearing up for
the Assembly polls, the CM
once again spoke about work
done in various sectors like ed-
ucation, transport, electricity,
and water.

“We were forced to be poor,
uneducated and underdevel-
oped by the governments we
had. Why? This is due to politics,
politics of corruption. Now, the
people of Delhi elected a re-
sponsible and accountable gov-
ernment...,” he said, adding that
the bandwagon of Delhi’s devel-
opment should not be stopped.

3 THECITY

Protest at I'TO over JNU violence

ANANYATIWARI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 5

DEMANDING THE arrest of the
masked men who entered JNU
and beat up students and teach-
ers, hundreds of protesters from
Jamia Millia Islamia, Delhi
University and other campuses
gathered at the old Delhi Police
headquarters in ITO Sunday
night.

Present at the site when JNU
Students’ Union president Aishe
Ghosh was beaten up, Pritish
Menon, who was at the protest,
claimed: “After ABVP members
attacked in the afternoon,
JNUSU and the teachers’ union
had called a protest. After the
protest, a hundred-odd stu-
dents were at Sabarmati hostel.
Suddenly, several persons with

Outside the old Delhi Police HQ, Sunday. Amit Mehra

their faces covered came rush-
ing towards us with metal rods.
We all ran; I ran to Tapti hostel.
When we came back, we saw
Aishe wounded and uncon-
scious at Sabarmati.”

Students demanded that

FIRs be registered against those
responsible.

Congress leader Alka Lamba,
who was at the protest in sup-
port of the students, said, “The
V-Cmust resign for this act. How
was it that for three hours, po-

At Lajpat Nagar, Shah hands out
pamphlets on citizenship law

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 5

HOURS AFTER suggesting that
BJP workers focus on holding
group meetings at the mohalla
level and campaigns to spread
awareness about the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA), Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
Sunday kicked off the party’s 10-
day door-to-door campaign at
Lajpat Nagar.

Shah arrived at Lajpat Nagar's
2C-Block, a colony inhabited
mostly by refugees who migrated
from Pakistan in the 1950s,
around4.30 pmand visited eight
houses, a jhuggi and a temple.

While most households Shah
visited expressed their support,a
doctor in the locality said she was
not convinced about the Act. A
woman in the area raised a ban-
ner outside her house, bearing
the words ‘Shame’, ‘Azaadi’, and
‘NRC crossed out, as Shah was

Shah in Lajpat Nagar,
Sunday. Prem Nath Pandey

meeting others in the locality.

The Home Minister gave res-
idents a pamphlet with mes-
sages in support of the CAA and
asked them to dial the number
8866288662, which the BJP has
launched to garner support for
the Act.

Rakesh Grover, who met
Shah, said his family supports
CAA: “Decisions like CAA are in
the national interest. Nowhere
does it say that it will take away
the citizenship of anyone.” Aarti

Pahuja, whose house Shah first
visited, said, “Where will those
facing religious persecution go?”

Addressing a meeting of Delhi
BJP’s booth-level workers at IG
Stadium earlier in the day, Shah
launched the party’s ‘Jan Jagran’
campaign to raise awareness
among 3 crore families on the
CAA and counter the Opposition’s
campaign againstit. He also asked
BJP workers to reach out to Dalit,
Sikh and refugee households and
tell them “Modi ji wants to give
them citizenship, but anti-Dalit
Kejriwal and anti-Dalit Congress
is opposing it”.

CM Arvind Kejriwal tweeted:
“I heard the entire speech of
Home Minister Amit Shah ji. I
thought he would point out
shortcomings of our work and
talkabout development of Delhi.
He did not say anything else ex-
ceptabuse me...If they (BJP) have
suggestions for Delhi, then tell
(us)and we willimplement them
in the next five years.”

lice was notinside the campus?”

Many teachers from Jamia,
JNU and DU were present.
Bhupinder Choudhary, a history
professor from DU, alleged,
“This attack, organised by the
ABVP and Sangh Parivar, signi-
fies that the government is un-
able to negotiate with students
and tolerate an iota of peaceful
dissent. The V-C must resign.”

A student from Jamia,
Amzad Ansari, said, “At Jamia,
police were not allowed in but
they still beat up students. What
about this time? Police is as re-
sponsible as the administration
and ABVP for this.”

Chanting “lodge an FIR to-
day” and “Delhi Police wake up”,
several protesters carried
posters expressing support for
Aishe Ghosh.

MORE REPORTS: PAGE 5

Irani attacks

Oppn over
CAA ‘politics’

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON, JANUARY 5

LAUNCHING THE Citizenship
Amendment Act awareness
campaign in Gurgaon Sunday;,
Union Minister Smriti Irani
warned against the “politics”
of the Opposition. She con-
demned them for supporting
“anti-national elements”, re-
peating the rhetoric of
Pakistani officials and spread-
ing fear about the new law.

“Some Opposition leaders
have stood with anti-national
elements. Several of them are
talking the language of the
Pakistan government. It is
worrisome that when crimi-
nal elements declare an on-
slaught on police, pelt stones
or burnbuses and trains given
to the people by the Indian
taxpayer, the Opposition sup-
ports such criminal elements,”
said Irani.
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
CIVIL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION

WRIT PETITION(CIVIL)NO.1243 OF 2019
(UNDER ARTICLE 32 OF THE
CONCITITUTION OF INDIA)

WITH
I.LA. NO. 151415/2019-APPLICATION FOR
EX-PARTY STAY
AND

I.LA. NO. 151416/2019-APPLICATION FOR
PERMISSION TO FILE SYNOPSIS AND
LIST OF DATES

I.LA. NO. 153473/2019- APPLICATION
FOR PERMISSION TO FILE ADDITIONAL
DOCUMENTS/FACTS/ANNEXURES

GULSHAN ARORAAND OTHERS
... Petitioner(s)/Applicant(s)
VERSUS
M/S SRS REAL ESTATE LTD. AND OTHERS
...Respondent(s)

1. LALIT KUMAR DIRECTOR, SRS REAL
ESTATE LTD. SRS TOWER,
PID: 3267752019 FOR R(9) IN W.P(C)
NO. 124312019 (SEC X)

2. DILIP SINGH DIRECTOR, SRS REAL
ESTATE LTD. SRS TOWER,

PID:326774/2019 FOR R(10) IN W.P.(C)
NO. 1243/2019 (SEC X)

305 AND 305, 3RD FLOOR, NEAR METRO STATION,
MEWLA MAHARAJPUR, G.T. ROAD, FARIDABAD-121003,
DISTRICT- FARIDABAD, HARYANA.

3. YOGESH KUMAR DIRECTOR, SRS REAL
ESTATE INFRASTUCTURE LTD,,
PID: 32677612019 FOR R(11) IN W.P(C)
NO. 124312019 (SEC X)

4. JOGENDRA KUMAR ARORA, DIRECTOR,
SRS REAL ESTATE INFRASTUCTURE LTD,,

PID: 326777/2019 FOR R(12) IN W.P.(C)
NO. 1243/2019 (SEC X)

5. VINITAMANGLA, DIRECTOR, SRS REAL
ESTATE INFRASTUCTURE LTD.,,

PID: 326778/2019 FOR R(13) IN W.P.(C)
NO. 1243/2019 (SEC X)

6. YOGESH SHARMA, DIRECTOR,
SRS REAL ESTATE INFRASTUCTURELTD.,

PID: 326779/2019 FOR R(14) IN W.P,(C)
NO. 1243/2019 (SEC X)

SRS MULTIPLEX, TOP FLOOR CITY CENTRE, SECTOR-12
FARIDABAD, HARYANA-121007,
DISTRICT- FARIDABAD, HARYANA

WHEREAS the Writ Petition along  whith
application above- mentioned was filed in this
registry by Mr. MOHIT PAUL, Advocate for the
petitioner above-named (copy in is enclosed);

AND WHEREAS the Said Writ Petition along with
application above-mentioned was listed before
this Hon’ble Court on 04th October, 2019 when the
court passed the following Order:

“Issue Notice on the Writ Petition and also on the
application for stay, returnable on 18 October
2019.

Dasti, in addition, is permitted,”

AND WHEREAS the Said Writ Petition along with
application above-mentioned was lastly listed
before this Hon’ble Court on 27th November, 2019
when the court passed the following Order:

“AS Prayed in the application for direction (I.A. No.
178426/2019), counsel for the petitioner is
permitted to serve notice on the unserved
respondent Nos. 9 to14 by way of publication
within three weeks from today.

L.A. No. 178426/2019 is accordingly allowed.

The respondent(s) who have entered appearance
but not filed counter affidavit(s) must file the same
within four weeks from today, filing which it will be
assumed that the have waived their right to file
counter affidavit(s)

And the matter will proceed on that basis.
Thereafter two weeks time is granted to
petitioner(s) to file rejoinder affidavit(s), if any.

Interim order dated 18.10.19 to continue ftill the
next date of hearing.

List the matter on 15th January, 2020.”

NOW THEREFORE TAKE NOTICE that the writ
petition along with applicataion above-mentioned
will be posted for hearing before this court on the
15th January, 2020. At 10.30 A.M. or so soon
thereafter as may be convenient to the court for
orders, when you may appear before this court
either in person or through an advocate on record
duly appointed by you and show cause to the
court as to by rule nisi in terms of the prayer of the
writ petition shoud not be issued and application
as prayed for may not be granted.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that in default of your
appearance the matter will be heard and
determined in your absence.

Date: 05th December, 2019
ASSISTANT REGISTRAR

Copy to :-

1 Mr. Mohit Paul (Adv.)
A-86 Ground floor, Defence colony,
New Delhi

ASSISTANT REGISTRAR



The processis

automated; that’s
why failure rate is high.
People can be influenced,
amachine cannot. Plus,
people are subjective.
What may be a minor
mistake forme could be a
deal breaker for another
official”’— PREMDUTT,
MOTOR LICENSING INSPECTOR
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TWO YOUNG men, huddled in a corner and
braving the winds on a cold December morn-
ing,look onintently asa manin his 30s tries to
navigate the driving test track at the Regional
Transport Office (RTO) in Mayur Vihar — and
fails.

Neither Jagat Patwal (20) nor his friend
Rohit Singh are to appear for the test that day.
They are out to familiarise themselves with
the track, which has cut short the dream of
getting a driving licence for several of their
friends. “You can’t take too long, there isn’t
much time to think,” Patwal tells Singh.

He will appear for the test sometime next
month and is here to prepare. “I heard from
all my friends that the test is very difficult. I
have been watching several videos on
YouTube butIrealised Iwill not be completely
prepared till I see it (the track) myself,” said
the third-year student at Delhi University’s
Ram Lal Anand College.

Over the past year, the Regional Transport
Offices of Delhi’s Transport department have
seen a tectonic shift in how driving tests are
conducted toissue licences. Tests are now con-
ducted in specially designed driving tracks
(Automated Driving Test Tracks) which have
six segments, each of which has to be passed.
The trackis completely automated and results
are determined automatically using readings
taken from CCTV footage and RFID (radio fre-
quency identification) tags. The entire test has
to be completed in under seven minutes.

Since these tracks were introduced, there
hasbeen a considerable dipinthe
number of people passing their
driving test. At the six RTOs where
the tracks now exist, failure rate
has risen fromaround 10% to 33%.
Insome places, such as the Mayur
Vihar RTO, it is as high as 42%.
Before automated tests, the aver-
age failure rate was 15%. At the
Loni manual track, the failure rate
is 5%.

The first such tracks at Mayur
Vihar Phase, Vishwas Nagar, Sarai
Kale Khan and Shakur Basti were
made functional in March 2019.
Each track has six tests — one to
test reversing; one 8-shaped
track; one to test overtaking; one to check for
stopping at traffic signals; one to check paral-
lel parking; and one to test for driving on a gra-
dient.

The track was developed by Maruti Suzuki.
Each trackis equipped with CCTVs that closely
track the vehicle and RFID readers which keep
track of the time one spends on each task.

The first task of reversing the vehicle on a
curved patch has to be completed in not more
than 120 seconds. It is the section that has
been allotted the most time. RFID readers are
present on every portion to read time. Yellow
lines on the edges guide the cameras and the
driver is allowed to touch them only thrice. If
a driver hits the line more than three times,
the computer automatically disqualifies them.

For the parallel parking section of the test,
the time allotted is 90 seconds and the driver
is allowed to drive forward after reversing only
once. The tests are based on the format given
in the Central Motor Vehicles Rules.

Aryan Kishore, who joined Delhi
University in the 2019-20 academic session,
is back at the Mayur Vihar track after a week.
Standing next to his mother, the 18-year-old is
a bundle of nerves. “I failed the gradient test
last time and I want to crack it this time. My
parents have promised me that I will be able
to drive to college as soon as I pass the test,”
he said.

Officials at the RTO said that intervention
of the computer is the main reason behind the
high failure rate. “The process is entirely au-
tomated and thatis why the failure rate is high.
People can be influenced, a machine cannot.

STUCKIN
REVERSE

Six tests in under seven minutes — that’s what one has to
clear to get a driver’s licence in the capital. With driving
tests now being conducted on specially designed, automated tracks,
failure rate has spiked. MALLICA JOSHI speaks to applicants and officials

REVERSE ‘STRACK’

Time allocated - 120 seconds

Kerb hits allowed — 3

Wrong move (driving forward) allowed — 2

FORTWO-
WHEELERS
STRAIGHT
RAMP

Time allocated
-15 seconds
Kerb hits

allowed -0
Stopping
allowed—0

SERPENTINE
TRACK

Time allocated
- 60 seconds
Kerb hits
allowed—0
Stopping

allowed -0

EMERGENCY
BRAKE
Timeallocated —
30 seconds
Kerb hits
allowed -0
Stopping
required — 1

Plus, people are subjective. What may be a mi-
nor mistake for me could be a deal breaker for
some other official,” said Prem Dutt (56), mo-
tor licensing inspector posted at the Mayur
Vihar track.

He was earlier tasked with taking and
marking driving tests. Now, Dutt, who has
been with the Transport department for 27
years, looks at people drive on the track on a
screen while the CCTVs mark mistakes auto-
matically. “Only when we feel that the mis-
take someone made was very minor do we
override the computer’s decision. That rarely
ever happens. This is good for people. Now,
only those who actually know how to drive
on city roads will pass,” he said.

According to officials at the Transport de-
partment, one of the benefits of the track is
that it is spread over a compact area.
“Previously, tests were sometimes taken on
the road if there was a lack of space. Now, be-
cause several tests can be conducted on the
same set, that problem has been solved,” said
an official.

GRADIENT TRACK (stopping on a gradient and
driving without rolling back more than 1 foot)
Time allocated - 60 seconds

Kerb hits allowed — O, Wrong move allowed — 0

to understand why

8 TRACK (without stopping)
Time allocated - 60 seconds

Kerb hits allowed — 3

oT*

FAILURE RATE

RTO Manualtest Automatic
Sarai Kale 12% 38%
Khan (south)

Sarai Kale 9% 28%
Khan (central)

Mall Road 14% 42%
Rohini 9% 40%
Mayur Vihar 14% 4%

(Figures from Transport dept)

In the manual test, most inspectors make
anapplicant drive ona straight road and a few
ask them to reverse. But the new format and
slow-changing methods of driving schools
mean that many people who have been driv-
ing for several years and have come back for li-
cence renewal are also failing.

Rajiv Mathur (48), who has been driving

Wrong move (reversing, stopping) allowed — O

TRAFFIC
SIGNALSTOP
AND DRIVE
Time allocated
- 45 seconds
Kerb hits
allowed—0
Wrong move
allowed—0

PARALLEL
PARKING
Time allocated
-90seconds
Kerb hits

allowed -2
Wrong move
allowed -2

OVERTAKING TRACK (*OT)
Time allocated - 30 seconds
Kerb hitsallowed — 1

Wrong move allowed — 0

for 15 years, went to the Sarai Kale Khan cen-
tre after his licence expired. He failed the test
within the first 40 seconds. “I touched the yel-
low line while reversing on a turn four times
but the permissible limit was three. The test
is quite hard because it requires you to re-
member too many things. The number of
times you drive forward, the yellow line touch
aswell as the time limit, all has to be taken into
account,” he said.

For Nitika Yadav (31), who was driving on
herlearners’ licence for the past one month, a
premature stop saw her fail. “I drive to
Gurgaon comfortably everyday but I stopped
half a metre too soon as soon as I cleared the
8 turn, and failed. There should be some re-
laxation for such small mistakes,” she said.

The RTO also has a test track for two-
wheelers. It tests manoeuvrability, driving on
a ramp and sudden braking. The driver can-
not touch his/her feet on the ground while
making any of the four serpentine turns.

At the RTO, videos of each test are pre-
served for the court to see in case any ques-

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

tions are raised. Court-appointed commis-
sioners also audit some of these tapes ran-
domly to make sure rules are followed.

For now, each licence applicantis given an
RFID tag to enter the track. The applicant’s test
is linked with the RFID and results are logged
under each person’s application. According to
officials, soon a face recognition system will
also be installed at the entry point to ensure
people don’t cheat.

According to Dutt, the test that most peo-
ple fail is the first one — the S reverse.

“I have seen even seasoned drivers drive
their car forward one too many times to clear
the first test. I think it is the toughest one to
crack as most people who have been driving
are not required to do this in real life situa-
tions,” he said.

The high failure rate has also prompted the
transport department to try and make things
a little easier. The department will soon start
sending videos of the test to those who fail so
that they can understand what they did
wrong. The department s also looking to give
applicants an audio-visual aid so that they
know beforehand what they are supposed to
do. Presently, an RTO officer takes people in
batches through the track on foot, explaining
at each place what is expected of them. No
one, however, is allowed a practice run to fa-
miliarise themselves with the track and no
videos of people driving on the track are
shown.

“We are planning to shoot a video of some-
one driving through the track as they explain
the passing criteria. It will help applicants fa-
miliarise themselves with the test track,” said
a senior Transport department official.

Cities in Punjab, Maharashtra and
Uttarakhand have also adopted automated
tests. Punjab was the first to start one track in
Bhatinda in 2015. It exists in over 20 cities in
the state now. Recently, the track was also
adopted by the RTO in Dehradun and the re-
sults were similar. According to reports, more
than 45% of applicants failed within six
months of the tracks becoming functional.

Delhi Transport Minister Kailash Gahlot
said: “In the last five years, our government
has completely reformed the manner in
which Transport Authorities (RTOs) work —
first by introducing doorstep delivery of serv-
ices and breaking the tout culture, and now
by introducing Automated Driving Test Tracks.
This has completely taken out manual inter-
face indriving tests, ensuring that only trained
and skilled drivers get driving licences, which
will play a big role in making our streets safer
and reducing road accidents.In another three-
four months, all of Delhi’s RTOs will have
Automated Driving Test Tracks, making Delhi
the first city in the country to issue driving li-
cences only through fully automated tests
with complete video record and automated
pass/fail results.”

The one visible difference after the au-
tomation is the absence of touts. With the in-
troduction of an exclusively online applica-
tion and tracking system, the number of touts
offering these services had started to decline.
“Touts would earlier help get licences for even
those who did not know how to drive. The
new system has weeded out that problem.
Even licensing officers will talk about the dif-
ference between then and now,” said Jasmine
Shah, chairperson of the Dialogue and
Development Commission of Delhi, a body
that advises the government.

The system will change as per need, Shah
said: “Tech-based inputs are analysed. The
way the track has been designed has been
thought outand has arationale. If things have
tobe added orremoved, it can always be done.
Whatis different is that it shakes the mindset
of governance.”

—WITHINPUTS FROM
SOURAV ROY BARMAN

The Automated
Driving Test Track

atthe Road

Transport Office

in Mayur Vihar.

Praveen Khanna
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9 JNU VIOLENCE

UNPRECEDENTED MAYHEM INSIDE JNU

Teachers say shocked at being targeted by mob

23 PEOPLE ADMITTED TO AIIMS

Doctors say injuries include head lacerations
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THREE HOURS OF FREE RUN
Faces covered throughout, no arrests till night

GOONS ON CAMPUS

Video grabs from the rampage by the masked mob inside JNU campus on Sunday. The men barged into at least seven hostels and terrorised students and teachers.

Admitted to AIIMS: JNUSU head, professors

ASTHA SAXENA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 5

"A MOB came towards us and
started pelting stones. We all ran,
but they hit me with iron rods,
bricks, and stones. This is the first
time I have seen anything like
this," said Ameet Parameswaran,
assistant professor at the School
of Art and Aesthetics, who
started his career in JNU. Like
him, several students and teach-
ersrecounted how they were at-
tacked by a group of masked
men and women armed with
sticks and bricks on campus.

Parameswaran was dis-
charged late Sunday night from
AIIMS Trauma Centre, where he
and 22 others who were injured
were admitted.

Students and teachers started
to collect outside the emergency
ward as soon as they heard the
news about the violence.

By 11.33 pm, 23 injured per-
sons were admitted at the cen-

(From left) Prof at Centre for the Study of Regional Development Sucharita Sen, MA Linguistics student Soori Krishnan were injured in the violence; Yogendra
Yadav was attacked outside campus; an ambulance was stopped while on its way to injured students; a hostel room that had been vandalised. Abhinav Saha

tre, while three were admitted to
Safdarjung Hospital. JNUSU pres-
ident Aishe Ghosh and Prof
Sucharita Sen suffered deep cuts
on their foreheads and have been
admitted for observation.

"Most of them have suffered
lacerated wounds on the head
due to stone pelting; others have
sustained abrasions and swelling
on hand and legs. One student

and a professor have suffered
deep cuts on their forehead. We
have sent them for a CT scan,”
said a senior doctor.

Meanwhile, harried students
and teachers waited outside the
hospital for the injured to be dis-
charged.

Professor Shukla Sawant
from the Department of Arts and
Aesthetics said she saw the mob

‘MAZAA AA GAYA, READ ONE MESSAGE

Before mayhem, WhatsApp chatter suggests planning

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 5

MESSAGES urging people to
“thrash the anti-nationals” in
JNU allegedly did rounds of
some WhatsApp groups in the
hours leading up to the violence
on campus Sunday. The Indian
Express managed to contact six
people from whose mobile
numbers the messages threat-
ening violence were made in the
groups.

Out of the six, three said
someone else may have “mis-
used” their number to post the
messages, one said his “friend
posted the message”, two others

said they entered the groups to
“provide intel”. One person
wrote: “Bilkul, ek baar thik se aar
paar karne kijarirat hai, abhi nahi
marenge saalo ko toh kab
marenge, gand macha rakha hai
komiyone.”

When contacted, he said: “I
am a JNU student pursuing PhD
from the School of International
Studies. Yes,Iam from ABVP. The
journalists are tarnishing the im-
age of JNU.” Hours later, he
added: “I am from JNU but I did
not post those messages.
Someone misused my number.”

Another post was made by a
person in the group ‘Left Terror
Down Down’, saying, “We have
so much fun at JNU. Maza aa

coming towards the teachers:
"We were shell shocked because
teachers being beaten is a bizarre
thing. This mob was beating stu-
dents with impunity. I got hit on
my back with a stickand a stone.
There was complete mayhem;
the mob was breaking windows
and furniture. They were all
masked.”

Soon, the scene outside the

Police outside JNU; 700 officers were called in. Abhinav Saha

gaya. In saalon ko deshdrohiyo ko
maarke.” When contacted, he

said, “I'm a college student from
Haryana. A few of us were hav-

hospital took a political tone as
senior leaders began to gather
and slogans were raised.

Some ABVP members out-
side the Trauma Centre got into
a minor clash with guards after
they allowed senior Congress
leader Priyanka Gandhi to meet
the injured. Other Congress lead-
ers like Ajay Maken and Kiran
Wialia had to return as the argu-

ing fun. Then we came across a
post by a media portal on Left
terror at JNU. My friend took my
phone, joined the group and
posted this. I reprimanded him.
I'm not politically aware sodon’t
know if JNU students are anti-
nationals or not.”

Another person posted
“saalon ko hostel mai ghuske
tode”. When contacted, he said
he stays in Noida. “Who gave you
my number? Disconnect the
phone,” he said and abruptly cut
the call.

Another person, who was in
the group “Unity Against Left”,
said he was there to “gather in-
formation about the plans to un-
leash violence on the campus”.

ment between the two groups
escalated. Supporters of Bhim
Army also got into a scuffle with
guards.

Other leaders such as BJP's
Manoj Tiwari, Vijay Goel,
Meenakshi Lekhi, CPM's Brinda
Karat, Sitaram Yechury, AAP's
Sanjay Singh, Somnath Bharti
and Congress's Salman Khurshid
also visited the hospital.

“lam in AIIMS Trauma Centre
now. [amnotaJNU student, but
I stand with my comrades. |
joined the group for intel. Later,
they removed me. The link to the
group was shared with me by
someone,” said the person, dis-
sociating himself from the ABVP.

Another person, in the group
“Unity Against Left”, changed the
name of the group to “Sanghi
goons murdabad” at one point,
following which he left.

When contacted, he said, “I
am from Kerala. Someone had
added me to the group.lam ve-
hemently against the ABVP. |
have nothing do to with the vio-
lence. In fact, I changed the name
of the group.”

"STUDENTSNOT
SAFEONCAMPUS

“lam so shocked to
know about the
violence at JNU.
Students attacked
brutally. Police
should immediately
stop violence and
restore peace. How
will the country
progress if our
students will not be
safeinside
university
campus?”

ARVIND KEJRIWAL,
DELHICHIEF MINISTER

“Violencein JNU
against students
and teachers highly
condemnable.
Directed Delhi
Police to take all
possible stepsin
coordination with
JNU administration
to maintain law and
order and take
action against
perpetrators of
violence. The
situationis being
closely monitored”

ANIL BAIJAL,
DELHILT-GOVERNOR

“The frustration of
political parties and
leaders who have
been rejected by the
peopleis playing
out asviolencein
universities. We
condemnit.”

MANOJ TIWARI
DELHIBJP CHIEF

Registrar statement
seeks to link fee hike
protests to violence

MALLICA JOSHI &
ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 5

AS |NU students, including
Students’ Union president Aishe
Ghosh, were attacked by masked
men Sunday, the administration,
including the Vice-Chancellor,
sought to suggest the students
protesting against hostel fee hike
were responsible for violence on
campus. V-C M Jagadesh Kumar
tweeted: “JNU administration
feels great pain and anguish for
students who have sustained in-
juries in the violence... The ad-
ministration strongly condemns
any form of violence on campus.”

He attached a statement by
Registrar Pramod Kumar:
“Around 4.30 pm, a group of stu-
dents, who are against the regis-
tration process, moved aggres-
sively from the front of the admin
block and reached hostels. The
administrationimmediately con-
tacted police to come quickly and
maintain law and order. However,
by the time police came, students
who are for the registration were
beaten up by a group of agitating
students...Itis unfortunate thata
group of students with their vio-
lent means of protests are pre-
venting thousands of non-agitat-
ing students from pursuing their
academic activities.”

V-C Kumar’s predecessor, S K
Sopory, meanwhile, expressed
shock and sadness at reports from
the campus. “What is happening
is shocking... There has been no
violence inside the campus for 50
years. There have been dharnas
and protests, but never this. The
university’s security should have
taken immediate action against
those indulging in violence. Police
need tointervene and catch those
who carried out the attack,” said
Sopory, who headed JNU be-
tween 2011 and 2016.

TWOHOURS OF
CAMPUS TERROR

3:45 PM First news of
masked men collecting
at Periyar Hostel. SFI
activist beaten up.

4 PM JNUTA'’s peace
march begins at
Sabarmati T-point.
Teachers and students
in attendance.

5:30 PM News begins
to trickle in of masked
persons roaming
around on campus.
First PCR call by student
at5.57 pm

6:15 PM Amit Thorat,
ateacher, heads to
Periyar hostel to check.
Rushes back after he is
beaten up by the
masked men

6:30 PM Mob moves
towards the J]NUTA site.
Teachers attempt to
engage in dialogue but
are met with stones and
lathis. Several injured.

7:30 PM JNUSU head
Aishe Ghosh attacked
while telling students
not to panic.

TILL9 PM Mob runs
riotinside 7 hostels.

The Indian Express made over
10 calls each to the Registrar and
the Chief Security Officer of JNU
to seek comment on the develop-
ments. Multiple calls were also
made to the V-Cand Rector, apart
from text messages, but none
elicited a response.
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DELHI CONFIDENTIAL

TIGHT SCHEDULE

THE FIRST month of the new year will be very busy for top bu-
reaucrats and all the ministers. At least five meetings of the
Union Council of Ministers are scheduled in the next two
weeks. The Council of Ministers headed by PM Narendra Modi
is expected to meet on the 7th, 8th, 13th, 17th and 20th of this
month. This could be the first time the Council — which used
to meet once or twice a year until a few years ago — will meet
so frequently. Although it is deliberating sector-wise five-year
vision documents concerning a group of ministries, all the
secretaries have been asked to be present in every meeting.

ON COURSE

IN AN unusual intervention, Rashtrapati Bhavan ensured that
the destination wedding of Ohio resident Ashley Hall at Taj
Cochin happened as planned. Hall had tweeted “Hey @rash-
trapatibhvn- anything you can do to help us with your secu-
rity team so that we don’t have to move our wedding from
the @Taj_Cochininunder 48 hours?” about the wedding that
took eight months to plan. As Rashtrapati Bhavan ensured it
was on course, Hall thanked them, after which Rashtrapati
Bhavan tweeted, “We are glad the issues have been resolved.
President Kovind conveys his best wishes to you on this joy-

ous occasion.”

PoLL FACES

THOUGH THE party has not yet formally made its stance clear
onwhetheritis considering projecting a CM candidate for the
Delhi Assembly elections, recent actions by the state BJP seem
to suggest it will be a Modi-versus-Kejriwal poll battle. The
latest indication being the loudest slogan — “Delhi chale Modi
ke saath 2020” — adorning the dais of the booth workers’ con-
vention addressed by BJP president Amit Shah on Sunday. Late
last month, the state unit put up posters across 1,731 ‘unautho-
rised’ colonies in the capital declaring them as ‘new autho-
rised’ colonies with pictures of only Narendra Modi and the
BJP’s election symbol. Both these developments came within
a fortnight of PM Modi launching the BJP’s poll campaign for
Delhi on December 22. The party had put up Kiran Bedi as CM
candidate at the last moment in 2015, and it helped the party
pin the blame for the disastrous results. There is still time be-
fore the next poll is announced, and these developments have
set many a tongue wagging about a Modi-Kejriwal contest.

Not for Netflix, number
only to support BJP’s
CAA campaign: Shah

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 5

WITH SEVERAL social media
users advertising the BJP’s
missed call campaign number
with unrelated connections,
party leaders on Sunday came
out with a strong clarification
that the number was solely ded-
icated to the party’s campaign.

“Rumours have been spread
about this number being of
Netflix, which is some channel.
want to make it clear that this
number was never of Netflix
channel, this number is purely
for supporting the BJP on CAA,
for supporting Narendra Modi.
Don’t be misguided,” Home
Minister Amit Shah during his
speech ata meeting of BJP work-
ers in Delhi.

The missed call campaign
was launched by the party on
Thursday to gather data of sup-
porters of the Citizenship
Amendment Act. Twitter users
began sharing the number as
women asking for companion-
ship, free Netflix subscriptions,
and money deposits.

Senior BJP leaders chimed in.

Amit Shah

“Dirty tricks department of op-
position exposed. The missed
callnumber belongs only to BJP,”
BJP IT Cell Chief Amit Malviya
tweeted.

He also tweeted a photo of a
letter from Vodafone stating that
the number belonged to Cosmic
Information & Technology
Limited and a letter from Cosmic
Information & Technology
Limited that they are using the
number for the BJP’s missed call
campaign.

The party began using
missed call campaigns during
PM Narendra Modi’s 2014 poll
campaign and has since used the
initiative to gather phone num-
bers. They have set up anumber
of call centers across the country
to call these numbers and collect
further information. That infor-
mation is then used to send tar-
geted political messaging and
run subsequent campaigns.

MHA sanctions third
advisor to J&K Lt Governor

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JANUARY 5

THE MINISTRY of Home Affairs
(MHA) on Sunday accorded
sanction to the appointment of
Rajiv Rai Bhatnagar, a retired IPS
officer, as Advisor to Jammu and
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor
G CMurmu.

The advisor, according to the
communication from the MHA,
shall assist the Lieutenant
Governor in the effective dis-
charge of his functions. The ap-
pointment will be effective from

the date from which he assumes
charge, it added.

Bhatnagar will be Murmu'’s
third advisor, the other two be-
ing KK Sharma and Farooq Khan.
While Sharmais a former IAS of-
ficer who held various positions
including Chief Secretary of
Delhi and Goa, besides Secretary
in the Ministry of Human
Resource Development, Khan is
a retired IPS officer who served
Jammu and Kashmir Police in
various capacities, and later
served as the administrator of
the Union Territory of
Lakshadweep.

PARTIES CONDEMN VIOLENCE AT JNU

Cong blames ‘fascists’, BJP ‘forces of anarchy’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 5

FROM RAHUL Gandhi to M K
Stalin, Mamata Banerjee to
Akhilesh Yadav, top Opposition
leaders on Sunday condemned
the violence unleashed by
“masked men” at Delhi’s
Jawaharlal Nehru University.

The BJP, too, condemned the
violence and called it a “desper-
ate attempt by forces of anarchy;,
who are determined to use stu-
dents as cannon fodder, create
unrest to shore up their shrinking
political footprint”. Universities,
it said, should remain places of
learning and education.

Delhi Chief Minister and AAP
chief Arvind Kejriwal con-
demned the violence and spoke
to Lt Governor Anil Baijal and
urged him to direct the police to
restore order. “lam so shocked to
know about the violence at JNU.
Students attacked brutally. Police
should immediately stop vio-

lence and restore peace. How will
the country progress if our stu-
dents will not be safe inside uni-
versity campus?” Kejriwal said.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandbhi said, “The fascists in con-
trol of our nation, are afraid of
the voices of our brave students.
Today’s violence in JNU is a re-
flection of that fear.”

AICC general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi visited AIIMS
trauma centre to meet the injured
students. “There is something
deeply sickening about a govern-
ment that allows and encourages
such violence to be inflicted on
their own children. Wounded
students at AIIMS trauma centre
told me that goons entered the
campus and attacked them with
sticks and other weapons. Many
had broken limbs and injuries on
their heads,” she said.

She later tweeted, “India has
an established global reputation
asaliberal democracy. Now Modi-
Shah’s goons are rampaging
through our universities, spread-
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Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra arrives at AIIMS to
meet the injured students. Tashi Tobgyal

ing fear among our children, who
should be preparing for a better
future... Toadd insult to injury, BJP
leaders are all over the media pre-
tending that it wasn't their goons
who unleashed this violence. The
people are not deceived.”

Punjab CM Amarinder Singh
tweeted, “Situation in JNU is
clearly out of hand. @DelhiPolice

Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar and Education Minister Kanwar Pal Gujjar start
the door-to-door campaign on the Citizenship (Amendment) Act in Panchkula. jasbir Malhi

BJP begins door-to-door campaign
to dispel ‘misinformation’ on CAA

ENS & PTI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 5

BJP CHIEF Amit Shah visited sev-
eral houses in Delhi as the party
Sunday launched a 10-day ‘Jan
Jagran’ door-to-door campaign
across the country to dispel
“misinformation” on the new
citizenship law, which has trig-
gered massive protests since it
was passed in December.

In Uttar Pradesh, where at
least 19 people were killed dur-
ing anti-CAA protests, Chief
Minister Adityanath handed
over abooklet on the citizenship
law to one Haji Chaudhari
Kaifulwara at his shop in the BJP
leader’s pocket-borough
Gorakhpur and said the Act is
meant to give citizenship to per-
secuted people. “It is the tradi-
tion of India to give shelter to
persecuted people and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi brought
CAA to give citizenship to such
people,” Adityanath said.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh visited the residence of
Justice Khem Karan in his con-
stituency Lucknow.

BJP’s working president ] P
Nadda was in Vaishali in

Law Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad holds a baby named
Nagrikta by her parents as
she was born on the day the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Bill became an Act. P11

Ghaziabad while Union Minister
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi visited
Rampur for the awareness drive.

In Kerala, Union Sports
Minister Kiren Rijiju visited the
houses of some prominent citi-
zens in Thiruvananthapuram,
including Malayalam writer
George Onakkoor who told the
BJP leader it was not fair to ex-
clude members of one religion
from the purview of the Act.
Rijiju said the Act was not against
any religion and pointed out that
the NDA government had given
citizenship to “good Muslims”

like singer Adnan Sami.

Meanwhile, addressing the
media in Jaipur, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said, “More
than 2,000 people who have
come from Pakistan, majority of
whom are Muslims, have been
given citizenship in the last six
years. More than 900 people
from Afghanistan mostly
Muslims, they too have been
granted citizenship in the last 6
years. Nearly 200 people from
Bangladesh, mostly Muslims
have also been granted citizen-
ship. Even today, there is no ex-
clusion of Muslims under
Citizenship Act through which
they can become citizens.”

Former Chhattisgarh CM
Raman Singh cited the example
of Pakistan’s first law minister
Jogendra Nath Mandal todrumup
support for the CAA. “Jogendra
Nath Mandal, the first law minis-
ter of Pakistan, had toresign when
he raised issues of atrocities on
minorities in that country.He had
to leave Pakistan and take shelter
ina refugee camp in West Bengal
where he died,” Singh said.

In Karnataka, Chief Minister
B S Yediyurappa said they will
visit Muslim-dominated areas to
create awareness on the law.

Over five-star dinner, BJP’s
CAA drive with Bollywood

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 5

THE NARENDRA Modi govern-
ment held a private meeting
with Bollywood personalities at
a five-star hotel in Mumbai on
Sunday evening, followed by a
“scrumptious dinner”, as part of
its efforts to bolster support for
the Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA).

An invite was sent by pro-
ducer and BJP supporter
Mahavir Jain to Bollywood actors
and filmmakers for “an interac-
tive meeting” with Union
Minister of Railways Commerce
and Industry Piyush Goyal and
BJP national vice-president
Baijayant ‘Jay’ Panda.

Among the Bollywood per-
sonalities who came for the
meeting were Anu Malik, Rahul
Rawail, Ritesh Sidhwani, Prasoon
Joshi, Kunal Kohli, Roop Kumar
Rathod, Bhushan Kumar,
Ramesh Taurani, Abhishek
Kapoor and Ranvir Shorey.

Invites were known to have

been sent to Jackie Shroff, Raveena
Tandon, Rajkumar Hirani, Boney
Kapoor, Madhur Bhandarkar,
Suniel Shetty, Prahlad Kakkar, ac-
tors Vicky Kaushal, Ayushmann
Khurana as well as Richa Chadda
and Kabir Khan. Like the Akhtars,
Khan and Chadda have been vo-
cal in their support for students’
protests against CAA.

Among the other invitees,
while Bhumi Pednekar’s man-
ager told The Indian Express she
would not be attending, pro-
ducer-director Karan Johar is
travelling abroad.

The invite read: “We request
participation of all rational
thoughts and different points of
view pertaining to the
Citizenship Amendment Act. We
strongly believe in a healthy dis-
cussion around all the possible
dimensions of the issue. Your in-
puts will enlighten the discus-
sion. It will be followed by a
scrumptious dinner.”

Around 50 people gathered
outside the hotel in Santa Cruz
to protest against CAA, holding
placards and singing songs such

as Hum Dekhenge. The Mumbai
Police kept a strict vigil, with no
press allowed inside and hotel
authorities closing off the lobby.

Mahavir Jain was the man
behind the well-publicised
‘Bollywood selfie’ with Modi that
took place a day before Uri re-
leased in theatres, almost exactly
ayear ago. “Guests have been in-
vited from the film and TV
world, like Javed Akhtar, Farhan
Akhtar, Dia Mirza, Ritesh
Sidhwani. The idea is to have a
positive meeting, and start a di-
alogue,” shared an industry in-
sider on the condition of
anonymity.

However, while Jain was the
face of the event, all questions re-
garding it were referred to BJP
Mumbai Pradesh vice-president
Hitesh Jain. The latter said, “As
part of an outreach programme,
we (the BJP) are reaching out to
all segments of society to explain
the history and rationale of CAA
and answer any questions peo-
ple may have. This was a closed-
door meeting.”

— WITHENS, NEW DELHI

cannot remain silent spectators to
this mayhem unleashed by a
handful of goons in the premier
university. This is barbaric, atro-
cious and needs to be tackled with
iron hand. #JNUattack #SOSJNU”

Former Union minister
Manish Tewari argued, “What is
happening in JNU is reminiscent
of Kristallnacht — the night of the

broken glass in Nazi Germany.
This is pure, unadulterated
Fascism playing itself out - State
sponsored terror. This is exactly
how the Hitler'syouths operated.”

“What we are seeing on live
TV is shocking and horrifying.
Masked men enter JNU hostels
and attack students. What is the
Police doing? Where is the Police
Commissioner? Ifitis happening
onlive TV, itis anact of impunity
and can only happen with the
support of the government. This
is beyond belief,” said former
home minister P Chidambaram.

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav said,
“Masked men attacking teachers
and students in JNU shows the
low to which the government will
stoopinorder torule through fear.
The BJPis using violence and hate
to polarise society and stifle dis-
sent. The ABVP are acting like the
storm troopers of the BJP.”

West Bengal CM and TMC
chief Mamata Banerjee decided
torusha party delegation to Delhi.
“...No words enough to describe

All deaths in UP caused
by police bullets: Akhilesh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 5

SP PRESIDENT Akhilesh Yadav
on Sunday alleged that all the
deaths during the protests
against the new citizenship law
in Uttar Pradesh were caused by
police bullets and said the BJP’s
campaign in support of the Act
was to “mislead” people.

Yadav, who visited the resi-
dence of Mohammad Wakil ,
who was killed during an anti-
CAA protest in Lucknow, said,
“He (Wakil) was not involved in
the agitation. The government
should probe as to whose bullet
hit him. They (police) have the
post-mortem report now."

“All the deaths during the ag-
itation in the state were caused
by police bullets,” he claimed.

Yadav also demanded com-
pensation, house and job for
Wakil's family, currently living in
arented accommodation.

He said that families of all
those killed during protests
should be given adequate com-
pensation.

The UP Police initially
claimed that none of the deaths
was caused by police firing, but
subsequently admitted some ca-
sualties in police bullets when
cops fired in “self defence”.

Akhilesh Yadav meets the
family of aman killed
during the protests. Twitter

Officials have put the death
tollat 19 in widespread clashesin
the state, though the opposition
parties claimed a higher figure.

Yadav asked the government
that if it wanted to make some-
one from another country its cit-
izen, then why has it not given
this “right” to Muslims.

“This is because you (BJP)
want to divide the society and
play politics. Every Indian is
against CAA and NRC. When
Aadhaar has all information why
NPR?” he asked.

Asked to comment on the
BJP's campaign in support of the
CAA, he said it was to “mislead”
people.

“They could not convince us
in Parliament. Now, they have
come out to mislead the people,”
he said.
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such heinous acts. Ashame onour
democracy. Trinamool delegation
led by Dinesh Trivedi (Sajda
Ahmed, Manas Bhunia, Vivek
Gupta) headed to Delhi to show
solidarity with ShaheenBagh,
JNU,” Banerjee said.

In Chennai, DMK chief Stalin
condemned the violence.
“..DMK condemns rising inci-
dents of violence against stu-
dents within universities in the
aftermath of CAA 2019. All those
who are responsible for these in-
cidents must brought to book
immediately,” he said.

NCP chief Sharad Pawar said,
“INU students and professors
were subjected to a cowardly but
planned attack. I strongly con-
demn this undemocratic act of
vandalism and violence.”

Anand Mahindra, chairman
of the Mahindra group, tweeted,
“.Ifyou're an Indian, you cannot
tolerate armed, lawless goons.
Those who invaded JNU tonight
must be traced & hunted down
swiftly & given no quarter...”

Maya to Yogi
govt: Apologise
for sending
protesters to jail

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 5

BSP CHIEF Mayawati on Sunday
asked the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment to seek an apology from
the public for putting anti-CAA
protesters behind bars without
thorough investigation. She
dubbed it as “highly shameful
and condemnable”.

Accusing the Yogi
Adityanath-led BJP government
of jailing protesters without any
proper investigation, she asked
them to seek an apology from the
public. She demanded financial
assistance for those killed in the
protests. She also demanded the
immediate release of those inno-
cent and urged the government
to provide “justifiable” financial
assistance to the kin of those who
have died during the protests.

Around 1,200 people were
arrested and 5,558 kept in pre-
ventive detention following
clashes during the protests, offi-
cials said.

She said a BSP delegation will
meet Governor Anandiben Patel
on Monday and submit a mem-
orandum seeking a judicial in-
quiry into the clashes that took
place in the state.

Owaisi slams Pak PM, asks him
to worry about his own country

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
HYDERABAD, JANUARY 5

AIMIM PRESIDENT Asaduddin
Owaisi has asked why losses
were not recovered from those
whoindulged in damage to pub-
lic property during the Jat agita-
tion in Haryana, while money is
proposed to be recovered by the
BJP government in Uttar Pradesh
in connection with the recent
anti-CAA protests.

Owaisi, who was addressing
a protest meeting at Sangareddy
town near late on Saturday night
against the amended citizenship

BJP SAYS BIHARGOVT NOTIFIEDITONDEC 18

‘No power
on earth can
take away
my
Indianness’

law, also said Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan need not
worry about Indian Muslims.
The AIMIM president also an-
nounced that a protest meeting
will be held at Charminar on
January 25 against the CAA,
adding, “We will hoist the
Tricolour on January 25 midnight
and recite the national anthem.

The meeting would be to save the
Constitution and the country.”

Referring to Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan, Owaisi
said, “Mr Khan, you worry about
your own country... We have re-
jected the message, the wrong
theory of Jinnah. We are proud
Indian Muslims and till the day
of judgment, Inshallah, we will
remain as proud Indian
Muslims.”

“No power on earth can take
away my Indianness. No power
on earth can take away my reli-
gious identity. Why? Because the
Constitution of India guarantees
me that,” he said.

JD(U)’s Pavan Varma asks Nitish to
reject ‘divisive CAA-NPR-NRC’

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JANUARY 5

A DAY after BJP leader and Bihar
Deputy Chief Minister Sushil
Kumar Modi announced the
dates for collection of data for the
National Population Register
(NPR), JD(U) spokesman Pavan
Varma called upon Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar to reject
the “divisive CAA-NPR-NRC
scheme”.

However, the BJP said Varma
has overlooked the Bihar gov-
ernment’s December 18 notifi-
cation that was published in a
gazette on January 3.

In an open letter to Nitish,
Varma expressed surprise at the
“unilateral” announcement by
Modi that the process for the col-
lection of NPR data will be car-

ried out during May 15 to May
28 despite Nitish taking a clear
position against the NRC. Varma
described the move as a “nefar-
ious agenda to divide India and
create a great deal of unneces-
sary social turbulence”.

Varma said the nationis ata
crucial point. “The choice before
political leaders is stark: either
to work to save the idea of India
as a plural, composite, multi-re-
ligious nation in which there is
respect for all faiths, and social
harmony and peace prevails, or,
to see it being divided by organ-
ised attempts at creating discord
and acrimony among Indians on
the basis of religion,” he wrote,
adding that CAA-NRC is a direct
attempt to divide the country
and create social instability.

"Besides, it willimpose great
hardships on Indians asa whole,

especially the poor, marginalised
and vulnerable belonging to all
communities. The central gov-
ernment needs to focus on the
real priorities of governance
such as the disastrous state of the
economy,” Varma wrote.

However, JD(U) national
spokesperson K CTyagi reiterated
that the NPR must not be con-
fused with the NRC. "NPR had
been introduced during the UPA
regime. Now that PM has clarified
that there would be no NRC, there
is no problem going with NPR."

BJP spokesperson Nikhil
Anand said, "Pavan Varma's crit-
icism of the Bihar deputy CM
makes no sense because the land
and revenue department had
duly notified NPR on December
18 and it was published in a
gazette on January 3."

— WITHENS, NEW DELHI
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PROTESTWATCH

ASSAM

Thousands participate
in 15-km protest march

Arally in Guwahati on Sunday. Dasarath Deka

Guwahati: Leaders of the All
Assam Students Union
(AASU), Asom Jatiyatabadi
Yuba Chatra Parishad (AJYCP)
and popular culturalicons, in-
cluding singer Zubeen Garg,
led a massive protest gather-
ing and rally here against the
new citizenship law on
Sunday. Thousands of people
hit the streets in the state cap-
ital in a 15-km long march
originating from Bhupen
Hazarika’s memorial. AASU
General Secretary Lurin Jyoti

KARNATAKA

Gogoi said, “The government
is trying to dominate us by
various means, but we will not
bow down until this Act is re-
pealed.” AASU leader Akhil
Gogoi has been under arrest
since December 12.

He was handed over on
December 17 to the NIA
whicharrested him under the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act. Protesters
have also demanded the re-
lease of Gogoi during the
agitation. ENS

Aprotest against CAA,NRCand NPR in Bengaluru. P11

Burga-bindi protest
among three in Bengaluru

Ahmedabad: Protests against
the Citizenship Amendment
Act, NRC and NPR continued
on Sunday, with atleast three
separate gatherings being
held in Bengaluru. At the
Town Hall, a women-led
“Burqga-Bindi protest” saw a
gathering of approximately
1,500 people, who protested
against the new citizenship
law and the proposed citizens’
register. Prajakta Kuwalekar,
one of the organisers of the
protest, said, “Because some
of the media is bent on de-

FIR against
Vijayvargiya,
350 others

Bhopal: Days after he courted con-
troversy by threatening officialsin
Indore, senior BJP leader Kailash
Vijayvargiya on Sunday again is-
sued a purported threat to officials
that they will have to face conse-
quencesif they work at the behest
of the ruling Congress. He and 350
other BJP workers were booked
forviolating prohibitory ordersin
Indore.

Vijayvargiya was in Neemuch
for the BJP’s programme to create
awareness about the amend-
ment to the citizenship act.
Speaking at the event, he said of-
ficers should bear in mind that
the Congress was not destined to
rule for ever. “Tera kya hoga...” he
said, repeating aline from the film
‘Sholay’ to warn officials.

Reacting to the BJP leader’s
comments, Chief Minister Nath
said Vijayvargiya should decide
whether he is aleader of the land
mafia or the BJP. ENS

Bengal BJP
leader accused of
assaulting man

Kolkata: A man lodged a com-
plaintagainst BJPleader Anupam
Hazra on Sunday for allegedly as-
saulting and threatening himata
pub in Kolkata Saturday night.
Police, however, are yet to file an
FIR against Hazra, who denied the
allegations.

Suresh Roy, a resident of
Kolkata, alleged in his complaint
thatHazra and his security guards
beat him up after he took a photo
of the BJPleader. “As he is a politi-
cian, I took his photo. Suddenly,
Hazra started assaulting me.
When I protested, he threatened
to get me killed...” Roy said.

Hazra, however, said, “He re-
quested for a selfie... Later, I found
that he was making myvideoand
sharing it. When my security
guards asked him to stop, the man
started hurlingabuses..”  ENS

scribing the protests as
Muslim protests, we decided
people from all religions had
to turn up.” Among artists,
singers, activists and journal-
ists in attendance was
Manipuri activist Irom
Sharmila. Another protest
was organised by a group
called Engineers against the
amended citizenship law at
the Town Hall. A blood dona-
tion camp was organised by
the Jamiat Ulama South
Bangalore to protest against
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Madrasa inmates say police beat them,

After Kanpur, two shot in
Dec 20 Bijnor violence to
be probed as ‘accused’

KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEHTAUR (BIJNOR), JANUARY 5

TWO WEEKS after Mohammed
Suleman, 20, and Mohammad
Anas, 24, were killed in Nehtaur
during the violence that erupted
after protests against the CAAand
NRC, families of both victims are
still struggling to register FIRs.
Instead, police are set to name the
two as accused in cases of rioting
and violence.

Post-mortem reports of both
Suleman and Anas state bullet in-
juries as cause of death. However,
as reported by The Indian Express
on December 24, authorities have
admitted toonly Suleman’sdeath
in police firing, adding that they
had opened fire in self-defence.

Nehtaur Police Station SHO
SatyaPrakash Singh told The Indian
Express that Anas and Suleman’s
deaths will be clubbed in the FIRs
filed regarding the violence, and
these have not been shared with
the families as the two are “ac-
cused”. While neither was named
intheinitial FIRs filed regarding the
December 20 incident, Singh said
more names were being added as
the investigation continues.

Bijnor SP Sanjeev Tyagi said
Suleman had been an accused
since “day one”, while he did not
know the details of Anas’s case.
Arguing that there could only be
one FIR perincident,and henceall
related events were clubbed to-
gether, Tyagi said that since the
families’ complaints had been “of-
ficially received”, these were now
“merged”, and a part of the probe.

Earlier, The Indian Express had
reported that Kanpur police had
decided to name 13 Muslims, in-
cluding three minors, who suffer-
ed gunshot injuries during the pro-
testin Kanpur on December 20,in
FIRs registered over the violence.
Kanpur SSP Anant Deo said those
injured were present at the spot.

Protest at AMU

Lucknow: Students of AMU took
out a peaceful candlelight march
inside the varsity premises late
Sunday night in solidarity with
students of JNU. The march con-
cluded at Bab-e-Syed gate.
Former AMUSU vice-president
Hamza Sufyan said that the stu-
dents of AMU demand action

the CAAand NRC. ENS against “those who assaulted

unarmed students”. ENS

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW
Advertisement No. 1/2020

Consortium for Educational Communication (CEC), an
autonomous body under University Grants Commission (UGC)
invites suitable candidates for Walk-in-Interview for one (1)
post of Consultant (Research & Training) on a consolidated
salary Pay Range of Rs. 50000-70000 per month. For the said
position, we are looking for young work oriented professional
with a broader work profile who can, in addition to conducting
awareness and capacity building workshops, perform multi-
facet tasks like coordination with UGC and other educational
institutions including Academics/Faculty for content generation
& MOOCs. He can be a working/retired Research Professional/
Academician with vast experience in the area of Media
Research for educational application. While the appointment
would be for an initial period of one year, it may be extended
further on a year to year basis as per the requirement. The
walk-in-interview would be held on 10th January, 2020 (Friday)
at 11:00 AM.

Interested candidates should report one hour before the
scheduled time of Walk-in-Interview at CEC Reception in IUAC
Campus, Aruna Asaf Ali Marg, New Delhi — 110067.

The interested candidates should bring their Bio-Data (Form
attached)* along with one self attested photograph, original
certificates along with self attested photocopy of the certificates
at the time of Interview.

*(Please refer to CEC Website www.cec.nic.in for Bio-Data
form)
Chief Administrative Officer, CEC

Suleman’s mother, Anas’s
father. No FIR on deaths. File

“This canbe taken as sufficient ev-
idence to name themin the FIR.”
Suleman and Anas’s families
had filed written complaints with
police on December 28, and were
given copies stamped ‘received’,
which they have been told is all
they need. The families said SHO
Singh met them on December 27
and gave them two days to file an
FIR, warning that otherwise these
would be clubbed to one of three
FIRs registered over the violence.
However, they never gave a copy
of anFIR in relation to the deaths.
In his complaint, Anas’s father
Arshad Husain said his son was
killed when he had stepped outout
to get milk from his uncle’s house.
Husainsaid “Ashish Tomar, Gity In-
charge Nehtaur”, “Mohit Consta-
ble” and “two other policemen”
“dragged Anas out of the lane,
slammed him to the (ground)and
Mohit and the two policemen
pushed him under their feet and
Ashish Tomar put the pistol in his
hand to Anas’s eye and shot him”.
Husain said Anas died before
they could get him to a hospital.
Demanding an FIR, Suleman’s
brother Shoaib said in his com-
plaintthathe wasreturning froma
mosque after Friday prayers when
“SHORajesh Solanki, city in-charge
Ashish Tomar along with Const-
able Mohit and three other police-
men” “dragged him(Suleman)to...
the lane in front of the madrasa
near Ghaas Mandi and Constable
Mohitonlistening to his colleagues

shot my brother and killed him
around 2:15 in the afternoon”.

Suleman’s uncle Afzan Ahmed
Usmani, alawyer, said that on De-
cember 27, SHO Singh came to
Suleman’s parents’ home and told
them that “if you want to file an
FIR, you have two days”. Anas’s
uncle Risalat Husain said his fami-
ly was also given similar notice by
police the same day, and that poli-
ce also told them that one of the
cases of “stone-pelting, arson, lat-
hicharge and firing by rioters had
resulted in the death of your son”.

On December 30, the two
families said, Bijnor SP Tyagi and
District Magistrate Rama Kant
Pande told them at the Nehtaur
Police Station that no independ-
ent FIR would be filed in the two
deaths and their complaints
“would be merged with the exist-
ing FIRs”. But, Anas’s family said,
the DM did tell them that the SDM
of Dhampur was being made an
“observer” and would conductan
inquiry and the families should
provide evidence to them when-
ever called.

Nehtaur SHO Singh said the
deaths were “part of investigation”
and both the applications have
beenincludedin the probe. Asked
why couldn’t the existing FIRs be
given to the families if they were
being clubbed, Singh said, “Right
now they are the accused, why will
we give them a copy of the FIR?”

TheSHOalsoargued that there
can only be one FIR per incident,
which is why independent FIRs
were not needed in the two dea-
ths,and thatthey had givena stam-
ped copy to the families saying they
had received their applications to
register FIRs. He claimed that the
families had, in fact, come forward
tofile cases at police’s urging.

The SHO asserted that police
had used “minimum force” to con-
trol the mob on December20,and
that cases of 20 to 25 rounds fired
by protesters were recovered.

forced them to chant ‘Jai Shri Ram’

UP Police deny allegations, say rumours being spread

ARANYA SHANKAR
MUZAFFARNAGAR, JANUARY 5

STUDENTS AND other inmates of
a Muzaffarnagar madrasa have
alleged that police barged into the
complex on December 20, during
protests in the town against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act,
and, besides allegedly beating up
with lathis, forced them to chant
“Jai Shri Ram” and called them
“terrorists”.

Maulana Asad Raza Hussaini,
68, who runs the madarsa, said
he was among those the police
thrashed. “They didn’t say any-
thing, they just hit me so much
thatIfelland someone else fell on
me. [ didn’t think I'd live but God
saved me. I have never seen any-
thing like this, not even during the
riots (2013),” said the maulana,
who has a fractured left arm and
bandages on both his legs.

Senior Superintendent of Poli-
ce Abhishek Yadav denied the
charges. Denying allegations that
students and others were forced
to chant “Jai Shri Ram”, Yadav
said, “the question of such a thing
doesn’t arise”. On allegations of
assault, he said, “We had to do a
lathi charge as protesters had en-

tered the madrasa, but after that,
there was noaction. Rumours are
being spread,” he said

Yadav said that on December
20, several protesters had al-
legedly entered the madarsa
complex. “We detained 75 peo-
ple in all, of whom 28 students
were let off the same day.
Yesterday, 10 others, who we
found were part of the protest,
were granted bail because no
vandalism charges could be es-
tablished,” he said.

The SSP added that the maul-
ana’s son, Mohammad Hussaini,
had issued a press statement on
Sunday refuting allegations of po-
lice violence or “misdeed”.
Hussaini, however, said, “I have
only refuted false reports of rec-
tal bleeding and other such claims
carried by the media. However,
police did beat up people.”

There were earlier reports of
the madrasa's students, many of
them minors, being assaulted and
of some of them suffering “rectal
bleeding”.

IrfanHaider, 21,a studentwho
was among those detained on
December 20 and released a day
later at 11 pm, alleged that more
than 150 policemen in uniform
and riot gear entered the madarsa

around 3.45 pm that day. “They
broke the CCTV cameras, broke
open the doors and started hit-
ting us with lathis. We were
rounded up and taken to the po-
lice station, where we were hit
with the butt of guns,” he said,
nursing fractures on his right arm
and foot. “Around midnight (on
December 20), they gave us a
glass of water to be shared by five
people. They also forced us to
chant Jai Shri Ram,” he added.

A 59-year-old government
employee, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity, said he had
come to offer namaz in the cam-
pus mosque on December 20
when he was picked up by the
police. “They said Jai Shri Ram keh
ke bata. I did so. We were also
thrashed. 'm unable to sleep at
night and haven’t gone to work
since then,” he said.

Adil Hussain, 19, one of the
students released on bail on Satu-
rday, said he was preparing to re-
turn home to Karnal when police
barged into hisroom. “When they
entered, there was some commo-
tion —all of usran here and there.
They said, ‘if you try to move, you
will be shot’. After that they
tharshed us and took us to the po-
lice station,” said Hussain.

Police bid to disrupt event at IIM-A,
forced to change venue: participants

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, JANUARY 5

POLICEMEN IN plain clothes re-
portedly tried to disruptan event
at the Indian Institute of
Management, Ahmedabad (IIM-
A), on Sunday evening following
which the venue had to be shifted
from the Louis Kahn Plaza to a
classroom and the event later had
to be held in the open, according
to participants.

However, police claimed that
they only visited the campus to
enquire about the event.

Alocal team from the Satellite

police station came to the campus
around 5.30 pm before the event,
‘IM-A stands up for democracy’,
scheduled to be held at 6.30 pm,
they said. The venue of the event,
organised by students, faculty and
staff members, was changed. “The
policemen pushed usintoaclass-
room... How can police come and
stop us from holding a peaceful
event? We have no idea who in-
formed them or why they came
here,” said one of the students.

A reading session of the
Preamble, a session on police vio-
lence and a candlelight vigil were
scheduled as part of the event.

Professor Navdeep Mathur,

one of the participating faculty
members, said, “We were hold-
ing a peaceful reading session
when a few policemen came and
stopped us. It was only an event
in solidarity with students who
were reportedly attacked in
other parts of the country...”

However, PD Darji, incharge
officer of Satellite police station
denied the accusations. “We re-
ceived a message on WhatsApp
thata candle march wasbeing or-
ganised inside the college campus
and we visited the campus to en-
quire about it. Police have not dis-
rupted the event and it is going
on,” said Darji.
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Ajit Pawar gets finance,

PERSONAL

I, Ruchi Aggarwal W/o Hari
Chand Aggarwal R/o0 A-2/241-
242,Sector-8, Rohini, Delhi-
110085 have changed my name
from Ruchi Guptato Ruchi
Aggarwal. 0040526303-2

I, Raj Kumar Sah S/o0 Raghav
Sah R/o G-744 SriNiwas Puri,
New Delhi-110065, have
changed my name to Raj
Kumar for all purposes.

0040526489-1

I, Manish Gupta S/o Late Shri
Roshan Lal Gupta R/o AG-327,
Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-88. In my
10th certificate my nameis
wrongly mentioned as Manish
kumar also, | Manish Kumar
and Manish Guptais one and
same person, thatis meand
should be known as Manish
Gupta for all future purposes.

0040526520-1

I, Jaivir KSidhant S/o Sonjay
Kant R/0 146 Chitra Vihar,
Delhi-110092, have changed
my name to Jaiveer Kant for all
purposes. 0040526506-1

I, Hari Chand Aggarwal S/o
Radhey Shyam Aggarwal R/o
A-2/241-242, Sector-8, Rohini,
Delhi-110085 have changed my
name from Hari Chand Gupta
to Hari Chand Aggarwal.

0040526303-3

It is for general information
that I, Manish Kumar S/o
Sh.Shakti Singh Rawat
permanently residing at
DK-128, 4 Civil Lines,
Palwal declare that name
of mine has been wrongly
written as Manish Kumar
Rawat in my passport No.
F8158843. The actual
name of mine is Manish
Kumar which may be
amended accordingly.

Be it known to all that my
clients Sh. Sanjeev
Sachdeva, S/o Lt. Sh. Jaisa
Ram Sachdeva and Smt. Rita
Sachdeva W/o Sh. Sanjeev
Sachdeva presently R/o0 34/2,
2" Floor, East Patel Nagar,
New Delhi 110 008 (Rented
accommodation) also at :
3026/5A, Ranjeet  Nagar,
New Delhi 110 008 and at
3100, Street No. 3, Ranjeet
Nagar, New Delhi 110 008
have debarred their son Sh.
Sahil Sachdeva and his wife
Ms. Kritika Ahuja from their
personal life and also from
their movable / immovable
properties because of their
unlawful / illegal conduct with
the general public as well as
with my clients. | hereby
inform all of you that my
clients would not be
responsible for any legal /
illegal / unlawful act of
Sh. Sahil Sachdeva and
Ms. Kritika Ahuja

(HanishSaharawat)

Advocate

D/694/2006

Ch. No. 312, 3rd Floor
Lawyers Chamber Block
Rohini Courts Complex

Date: 31.12.2019.Delhi - 110085

VVhilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited canno t be
held responsible for such
contents, Nnor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions wwith companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its nevwspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that
make Nnecessary

before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
wvith advertisers or othervvise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

Have not
resigned, not
unhappy:
Sena’s Sattar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 5

A DAY after he threatened to re-
sign, Shiv Sena MLA and Minister
of State Abdul Sattar met
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on Sunday
and said he is satisfied and that
there is no question of him be-
ing unhappy.

After meeting Thackeray,
Sattar told mediapersons that he
had not resigned. “I have given
(the CM) information about
those who created rumours
about me being unhappy. After
meeting Uddhav ji,]am now sat-
isfied and there is no question of
unhappiness,” he said when
asked whether he was unhappy
at not being made a Cabinet
minister. In the portfolios allot-
ted on Sunday, Sattar was cho-
sen as MoS for Revenue and
Rural Development.

Reports that Sattar was dis-
gruntled over being allocated a
MoS berth emerged after his sup-
porters — six zilla parishad mem-
bers — extended support to Sena
rebel and BJP-backed Devyani
Dongaokar for the president’s
post and BJP’s L G Gaikwad for
the deputy president’s postin the
Aurangabad Zilla Parishad, elec-
tions to which were held on
Saturday. The Sena was contest-
ing the elections under the ban-
ner of Maha Vikas Aghadi, the
ruling alliance which includes
the Congress and the NCP.

Anil Deshmukh

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 5

SIX DAYS after Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray ex-
panded his Cabinet, portfolios
were allocated to the 36 newly-
inducted ministers from Shiv
Sena, NCP and Congress on
Sunday. While Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar bagged the fi-
nance and planning portfolio, his
colleague in the NCP, Anil
Deshmukh, is the new home
minister. First-time MLA and
Cabinet minister Aaditya
Thackeray has beenallocated en-
vironment, tourism and protocol.
The NCP bagged important
portfolios such as home, finance,
excise and cooperation and rural
development, among others.
While Sena retained the agricul-
ture portfolio, Congress, which
was seeking an additional key
portfolio in rural sector — either
agriculture, cooperation or rural
development — settled for other
departments such as ports, cul-
tural affairs and sports and youth
welfare offered by the Sena. The
Congress bagged revenue, energy
and public works departments.
The announcement was
made after Governor Bhagat
Singh Koshyari approved the al-
location of portfolios as pro-
posed by Uddhav on Sunday
morning. The list was sent to the
Governor for approval on

CBI files fresh

case on coal
block allocation

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 5

THE CBl hasregistered a fresh case
in the alleged coal blocks alloca-
tion scam involving certain bids
during the government of Atal
Bihari Vajpayee. The case hasbeen
registered as part of a court-or-
dered probe into coal blockalloca-
tionduring the 1993-2004 period.

The agency on December 31,
2019, booked Nippo Denro Ispat
Ltd (NDIL) and unknown public
officials for alleged irregularities
in allocation of coal blocks in
Maharashtraduring 1994-98.The
allocations under the scanner in-
clude Western Coalfields Ltd-held
Khiloni mines, which were allo-
cated to NDIL at “the cost of WCL’s
interests”.

According to the CBIFIR,NDIL,
now owned by JSW Steel, in
March 1998 requested the
Ministry of Coal for Khiloni coal
blockinMaharashtra. NDIL's case
was discussed in the 12th
Screening Committee meeting
held on April 3, 1998.

“WCLinformed that Khiloniis
the future mining programme of
WCL in placement of existing
mines, which would get depleted
soon. CIL (Coal India Ltd) also
pointed out that the require-
ments of coal of M/S NDIL could
be met without allocation of ei-
ther Khiloni or Lohara Extn Block.
The Screening Committee also
decided that the Khiloni block
could not be allocated to the com-
pany at the cost of WCL'’s inter-
ests,” the FIR said.

According to the CBI, despite
this, the 13th meeting of the
Screening Committee allocated
the block to NDIL and the then
Maharashtra government, led by
the Shiv Sena-BJP coalition, made
necessary recommendations.

“Enquiry further revealed that
the case was again discussed in
the 13th Screening Committee

meeting on 24.08.1998 and the
committee decided toallocate the
Khiloni block to M/S NDIL. The
committee also directed CILtoin-
clude Khiloni block in the list of
blocks to be offered for captive
mining,” the FIR said.

A week later, the CBI alleged,
the then government of
Maharashtrarecommended allo-
cation of Khiloni block to M/s CI-
CCO,asubsidiary of NDILin lieu of
Lohara West coal block that was
given to Maharashtra State
Electricity Board (MSEB).

Accusing the company of
cheating the Government of India
in conspiracy with unknown
public servants, the FIR alleged,
“Khiloni coal block was notin the
list of identified coal blocks for
captive mining and the apex
committee of CILdid not agree to
allocation of this coal block to M/s
NDIL. Further, 12th Screening
Committee did not agree to allo-
cation of Khjilni coal block to
NDIL. Even then 13th SCallocated
ittoNDIL...”

The FIR also alleged that in
November 1995, NDIL floated a
company named Ispat Energy Ltd
(later knownasIspat UrjaLtd). IUL
in turn owned 26% stake each in
two companies of CICCO and
CIPCOwith effective control of the
management of the companies.

“lULwas considered a holding
company, M/S CICCO as the power
generating company and CIPCO
as the mining company. None of
them were either applicant for a
coal block nor were allotted one.
The coal blocks had been allotted
toNDIL and the name of NDIL did
not find a mention in the said no-
tification (of Ministry of Coal that
allowed mining and power gen-
eration to CIPCO and CICCO). The
notification was neitherin conso-
nance with the guidelines issued
for mining of coal blocks by asso-
ciated coal companies nor with
the allocation letter issued to
NDIL,” the FIR said.

SHORT NOTICE INVITING TENDER
2nd TimeFreshe-NIT No. 26 of 2019-20 Dated 01-01-2020.

For and on behalf of Lieutenant Governor of J&K Union Territory (UT), invite tenders by e-tendering mode from
approved and eligible contractors registered with J&K Union Territory, CPWD and Railways upto1600 Hrs. on

NCP’s Ajit Pawar and
Anil Deshmukh
a
Lt Why
= portfolio
— .
o allocation
><
Ll

® wasdelayed

WHILE THE allocation of
portfolios was delayed
due to an apparent dis-
agreement among Sena,
NCP and Congress, NCP
and Sena had blamed the
Governor for not approv-
ing the list on Saturday
itself and further delay-
ing the process by one
more day.

Saturday evening.

Senior Sena leaders Subhash
Desai, Eknath Shinde, Uday
Samant, Dada Bhuse, Sanjay
Rathod, Gulabrao Patil and Anil
Parab have been allocated indus-
tries, urban development, higher
and technical education, agricul-
ture, forest and relief and reha-
bilitation, water supply and

ON TRACK

home

transport portfolios, respectively.

On the other hand, senior
NCP leaders Jayant Patil,
Chhagan Bhujbal, Nawab Malik
and Jitendra Awhad have been
allocated water resources, food
and civil supplies, minority de-
velopment and housing depart-
ments, respectively. NCP’s Hasan
Mushrif will handle the rural de-
velopment portfolio.

While former CM and senior
Congress leader Ashok Chavan
has been given the public works
department, state party chief
Balasaheb Thorat will hold the
revenue portfolio. Congress’s Nitin
Raut, Vijay Wadettiwar and Amit
Deshmukh have gotenergy, other
backward classes and medical ed-
ucation portfolios, respectively.

Amid reports of him threat-
ening to resign, Sena legislator
and Minister of State (MoS)
Abdul Sattar was allocated the
revenue and rural development
portfolios. The other MoS port-
folios were allocated to Congress’
Satej Patil (home urban), Sena’s
Shambhuraj Desai (home rural),
NCP’s Prajakt Tanpure (urban de-
velopment) and Aditi Tatkare
(industries)as well as Congress’s
Vishwajit Kadam (cooperation).

On Monday, Uddhav had ex-
panded the Cabinet by inducting
36 ministers. With 56 MLAs,
Sena got 15 berths and NCP, with
54 MLAs, got 16. The Congress,
with 44 MLAs, has 12 ministerial
berths.

After report on
baby deaths in
Gujarat, Dy CM
points to ‘cyclical
phenomenon’

Rajkot: As many as 111 infants
died at Rajkot civil hospital and
88 in Ahmedabad in December
2019, Deputy Chief Minister Nitin
Patel said on Sunday, adding that
the deaths, on the higher side,
wasa “cyclical phenomenon”. He
claimed that the state govern-
ment managed to reduce infant
mortality rate (IMR) to below 25
from 30 three years ago.

Following a report published
by a vernacular daily on Sunday
claiming that 134 infants died in
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay
Hospital in Rajkot and 85 in
Ahmedabad civil hospital, Patel
cited official records and said
that 111 infants died in Rajkot
and 88 in Ahmedabad in
December. He further said that
87 infants died in the Rajkot hos-
pital in October and 71 in
November. The same figures for
Ahmedabad hospital were 91
and 74.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Ahmedabad, Patel said
that IMR was a sensitive issue
but suggested it was a cyclical
phenomenon. “The records sug-
gest that as compared to October
and November, deaths were
more in December in both
Rajkot and Ahmedabad. When I
asked doctors and experts for
reasons, they said birth rate goes
up in winter. They said that nat-
ural causes of infant deaths also
increase in winter, consequently
IMR also goes up,” Patel said.

ENS

Maharashtra’s newly inducted Urban Development Minister Eknath Shinde inaugurates the
second tunnel boring machine for the Pune Metro at Shivajinagar on Sunday. Arul Horizon

IPS officer

booked for
‘molesting’
teenager

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, JANUARY 5

A SUPERINTENDENT of Police in
Assam district has been booked
under Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act for allegedly sexually harass-
ing a 13-year-old daughter of a
fellow police officer during a
party on December 31, top offi-
cials said.

A senior police office said
that a case was registered
against the IPS officer in
Guwahati on January 3 based
on a complaint by the mother
of the victim. “Yes, there is a
case against him. There is the
law and everything will pro-
ceed as per the law,” Assam
DGP B ] Mahanta told The Indian
Express.

The accused IPS officer did
not respond to multiple at-
tempts by The Indian Express for
comment.

09.01.2020 for the below mentioned work.

Sr. Name of Work Name Estimated Costof Earnest Time Time and  Class of
No. of Div. Cost Document Money Allowed date of Contractors
(In (In Security for Opening
Lacs) Rupees) (In Rupees) Completion of Tender
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1. Construction of M/ able road from Mahore  239.85 6,000/- 4,79,700/- 18 Month  10.01.2020  A-Class
Sarh to Neram by way earth (1200 Hours)

work in cutting, Construction of
01 Mtr. Span RCC Culvert
(2Nos), 0.90 Mtr. Dia HP Culvert
( 6Nos ), Pacca Drain 400 Mtr,
semi pucca R/wall 300 Mtr, semi
pucca B/wall 400 Mtr. including
providing and laying WBM Grade
Il 150mm thick in (Two layers)
each layer 75mm thick in km.
1st & 2nd RD 0-1000.

Position of funds =
Position of TS =

Available
Accorded

Position of Land =
Position of AAA =

1. Date of Publishing from 02.01.2020.
2. The Bidding documents can be downloaded from the website: http://jktenders.gov.in from 1000 Hrs on 01.01.2020
to 09.01.2020 (1600 Hrs).

No.: 2126-2146
Dated: 01.01.2020

DIP/J-11794/19

Partly Available
Under process

Sd/- (Er. Devinder Singh),
Executive Engineer,
PWD (R&B)SpISub Division Mahore

GUJARAT

Missing Dalit woman
found hanging from tree

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GANDHINAGAR, JANUARY 5

THE BODY of a 20-year-old Dalit
woman, who reportedly went
missing on January 1, was found
hanging from a tree in a village
of Modasa taluka in Aravalli dis-
trict on Sunday.

Modasa Rural police have
filed a case of accidental death
and probe is underway.

A family member of the de-
ceased said that the girl, a gradu-
ate, operated a beauty parlour.
“She left home on January 1. After
she didn’t return home the next
day, her father had given a com-
plaint to Modasa Town police and
had named a suspect for the mys-

terious disappearance of his
daughter. However, (Modasa
Town) the police did not register
anoffence and told the father that
the case falls under the jurisdic-
tion of Modasa Rural police. On
Sunday morning, the woman'’s
body was found hanging from a
tree in the neighbouring village,”
said the family member.

The person also alleged that
the Modasa Town police did not
register the case as the suspect
and the police inspector are from
the same community.

Aravalli SP Mayur Patil said
said that police did not take any
coercive action against the person
named as suspect by the woman'’s
father because there was not
enough evidence to do so.
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KOTA INFANT DEATHS
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Rajasthan health
minister takes
veiled jibe at Pilot

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, JANUARY 5

RAJASTHAN HEALTH minister
Raghu Sharma on Friday took a
veiled jibe at Deputy Chief
Minister Sachin Pilot, saying that
the administrative officers of
Kota’s JK Lon hospital had writ-
ten to the Public Works
Department numerous times for
repair work and it was their re-
sponsibility to get the work
done.

Incidentally, Pilot holds the
portfolio of Public Works
Department in the state and is
the PWD minister.

“If there is my mistake there
should be my accountability too.
Today, maintenance work s also
done in hospitals. This question
was also raised that doors and
windows are broken, sewage
water enters, water dripping
from the roof. When numerous
times the administrative officers
of the hospital write to the PWD,

then the responsibility is theirs
to ensure that timely repair is
done,” Sharma told reporters on
Sunday.

A day before, Pilot had said
that instead of pointing out the
"misdeeds' of the previous gov-
ernment, the emphasis should
be on "fixing accountability.

"RMRS meetings happen
regularly. These public represen-
tatives who raise questions, do
they go to these meetings? If
they go in these meetings, they
will come to know at that time
which equipment in this hospi-
tal is non functional, what is to
be purchased. Rs. 6 croreis avail-
able. Had the public representa-
tives there went to the meetings
regularly, or had sent their rep-
resentatives, then they them-
selves would have known that
the hospital had certain short-
comings. It is the responsibility
of every person, and this is such
a topic that no person can shirk
from his responsibility,” Sharma
added.

Nirmala to Gehlot:
Listen to deputy

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, JANUARY 5

UNION FINANCE Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Sunday
hit out at the Ashok Gehlot-led
Congress government in
Rajasthan over the death of over
a 100 children at the JK Lon hos-
pital in Kota since December 1.
“I come to Rajasthan every
time with great joy because of
the hospitality of people and
their warmth...It's a very colour-
ful state. Where in such a state,
bad news is coming everyday
about innocent children. The
chief minister is not paying at-
tention. He is talking against the
entire country. It shows where
his interest lies. He is concentrat-
ing on CAA so that he doesn’t

Terror alert
along border
with Nepal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BASTI, JANUARY 5

TWO SUSPECTED ISIS terrorists
have entered Uttar Pradesh, fol-
lowing which a high alert has
been sounded along the India-
Nepal border in Maharajganj,
Kushinagar and Siddharth Nagar
districts, a top police official said
on Sunday.

“It has come to the fore that
two wanted terrorists — Abdul
Samad and Iliyas — can escape to
Nepal from UP” IG (Basti Range)
Ashutosh Kumar said. The alert
was sounded after the intelli-
gence input was received, he said.

The IG said photographs of
the two have been widely circu-
lated so that they could be iden-
tified. The officer said he was not
aware which outfit they were af-
filiated to.

Previously, they were spotted
in West Bengals’ Siliguri and are
suspected to be associated with
the ISIS.

lose the minority vote. It would
be better if he focuses on the kids
in the hospital, and the little chil-
dren of Rajasthan,” Sitharaman
told reporters in Jaipur on
Sunday.

Reacting to Gehlot’s opposi-
tion against CAA and the allega-
tions that the BJP doesn’t talk
about the economy, Sitharaman
said the Congress leader should
listen to Deputy Chief Minister
Sachin Pilot on the issue of
deaths of infants.

“Let him please listen to his
own deputy chief minister who
has come out very clearly,” she
said.

Pilot had criticised his own
government on Saturday and
said that the state government’s
response could have been “more
sensitive and compassionate”.

Member of first

Lok Sabha Kamal
Singh dies

Patna: Kamal Bahadur Singh, a
member of the first Lok Sabha
and the last maharaja of the
erstwhile Dumraon Raj, died at
93 early on Sunday morning.
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar called Singh’s death the
“end of a golden and glorious
era” and recalled his immense
contribution in the health and
education sectors, particularly
in Buxar.

Singh is survived by his sons
Chandravijay Singh and
Manvijay Singh. “Kamal Bahadur
Singh had been unwell for the
past six years. He breathed his
lastin Bhojpur Kothiat 5.10am,”
Chandravijay Singh said.

In his condolence message,
the Bihar CM said, “Kamal
Bahadur Singh’s contribution in
field of education and social de-
velopment has been remarkable.
His demise marks end of a
golden and glorious era. He had
made huge donations for the
cause of health and education”.

ENS

Indian scientist’s work on nano material
paves way for clean energy vehicle

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, JANUARY 5

BUILDING AN ultimate clean en-
ergy vehicle — one that com-
bines atmospheric carbon diox-
ide with sunlight and water to
produce fuel while leaving no
harmful emissions — is a chal-
lenge that has preoccupied sci-
entists for long. The work of an
Indian scientist based in
Australia on nano materials and
his discovery of carbon nitrides
with unique properties seem to
have laid the ground for finding
a solution to the world’s twin
problems of pollution and fossil
fuel depletion.

The research work of profes-
sor Ajayan Vinu, global innova-
tion chair and director at the
University of Newcastle,on nano
materials has led to the develop-
ment of technologies for conver-
sion of carbon dioxide into fuel

Ajayan Vinu

using sunlight and water and
clean tech like sodium ion bat-
teries to power electric vehicles.

Impressed by the research
work of the Indian-origin nano
materials scientist, the Indian
Defence Ministry has awarded a
$2 million research project to
Vinu to develop carbon nitride
nano materials for clean energy
system requirement in the de-
fence sector.

This is probably the first time
an Indian defence research re-
quirement has been awarded to
an Indian researcher based out-
side India, Vinu (43) said Sunday
on the sidelines of the 107th
Indian Science Congress, where
he was one of the key speakers.

“Itis a $2 million project with
Indian defence authorities. It is
on the selective capture of car-
bon dioxide with nano porous
carbon-based systems. They
have seen our work on the car-
bon capture and grown inter-
ested in it. They were using some
material that was not that effec-
tive and wanted to replace their
existing adsorbent materialinall
their devices with our unique
material,” Vinu said.

The carbon nitride nano ma-
terials discovered since 2005 by
Vinu — who is also associated
with IIT Bombay, Institute of
Chemical Technology Mumbai
and [ISc Bangalore — has resulted

in production of sodiumion bat-
teries for vehicles at his lab at the
University of Newcastle and the
prospect of development of an
‘ultimate clean energy vehicle’ a
reality in three to four years, the
professor said.

A senior defence research of-
ficial from India is scheduled to
visit the lab soon to look at tech-
nologies like the sodium ion bat-
teries for possible adoption in
India, he said.

“The materials I have discov-
ered — carbon nitrides like C3N5,
C3N6, C3N7— have seen re-
searchers from top institutions
jumping into the field since
these materials have unique
semi conducting characteris-
tics,” Vinu said. The ‘highly or-
dered carbon nitrides’ discov-
ered in his research is the only
nano material that can be ap-
plied to all systemsinaclean en-
ergy vehicle, according to the
scientist.
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THE PROFILE of Iran’s Major General
Qassem Soleimani, who was killed ina US
airstrike in Baghdad on Friday, overshad-
owed the death of another victim, Abu
Mahdi al-Muhandis. The latter was an
Iragi militia leader, one of Iran’s top lieu-
tenants in Iraq and a veteran of battles
against the United States and the Islamic
State. According to The New York Times,
the death of al-Muhandis alone would
have sent shock waves through Irag, even
if Soleimani had not died with him.

Al-Muhandis, who was in his mid-
60s, was born Jamal Jaafar Ibrahimi. He
was the deputy commander of Iraq’s
Popular Mobilization Forces, an umbrella
body of paramilitary groups. It is a loose
coalition, which initially came up to help
Iraq defeat the Islamic State, but which
has since become an extremely power-
ful group with its members often oper-
ating on behalf of Iran. Al-Muhandis was
also a founder of the militia involved in
conflict with the US over the last one
week, including an attack on the US
Embassy in Baghdad.

The fact that he helped hold together
so many disparate groups underlines his
importance. Fluent in Persian and close to
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WHO WAS AL-MUHANDIS, IRAQIMILITIA
LEADERKILLED WITH SOLEIMANI?

Abu Mahdi
al-Muhandis in
2016. APFFile

Iran’s Soleimani, al-Muhandis was also
thelatter's key aide in Iraq. They were alike
in some ways, with both men preferring
to remain inconspicuous in public and yet
becoming famous with their leadership
in covert military operations. When Iraqi
militias fought against the Islamic State,
al-Muhandis thanked Iran and Soleimani
for their support. In 2009, the US identi-
fied as an adviser to Soleimani.

After the Islamic Revolution of 1979
in Iran, al-Muhandis hoped to turn Iraq
too into a Shia state, and joined the
Islamic Dawa party. When Saddam
Hussein rose to power and tried to crush
the Dawa party, al-Muhandis fled Iraq
along with other Shia leaders. Many re-
turned after the US invasionin 2003, and
al-Muhandis briefly served in Iraq’s
Parliament. He also helped found Kataib
Hezbollah, which American officials have
blamed for a rocket attack that killed an
American contractor last week.

When the Islamic State from Syria had
invaded Iraq, al-Muhandis’s militia was
fighting against the same enemy as Iran
and the United States. After the Islamic
State was driven out of Iraqi territories, the
cooperation with the US ended.

THIS WORD MEANS
PROTECTING POWER

Why Tehran chose the Swiss Embassy to register its
protest against the US over Soleimani killing

FOLLOWING THE killing of Iranian mili-
tary and intelligence commander Major
General Qassem Soleimani in Baghdad in
a drone attack carried out by the United
States on Friday, the Iranian government
registered its protest with the Swiss
Embassy in Tehran. “The chargé d’affaires
(for Switzerland in Iran) was informed of
Iran’s position and in turn delivered the
message of the United States,” Reuters
quoted Switzerland’s Foreign Affairs
Ministry as saying.

Switzerland represents the interests
of the US in Iran. This is because the US
itself does not have an embassy there.
[ran’s interests in the United States, on the
other hand, are represented by the
Pakistan Embassy in Washington.

In an arrangement such as this,
Switzerland is the “Protecting Power” of
the United States’ interests in Iran. The in-
strument of Protecting Powers is provided
for under the 1961 and 1963 Vienna
Conventions on Diplomatic Relations. “If
diplomatic relations are broken off be-
tween two States, or if a mission is per-
manently or temporarily recalled... the
sending State may entrust the protection
ofits interests and those of its nationals to
a third State acceptable to the receiving
State,” the 1961 Vienna Convention states.
And the 1963 Convention reiterates: “A

sending State may with the prior consent
of areceiving State, and at the request of a
third State not represented in the receiv-
ing State, undertake the temporary pro-
tection of the interests of the third State
and of its nationals.”

The Swiss Foreign Affairs Ministry
spells out its role on its website: “In the
absence of diplomatic and consular rela-
tions of the United States of America with
the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Swiss
government, acting through its Embassy
inTehran, serves as the Protecting Power
of the USAinIransince 21 May 1980.The
Swiss Embassy’s Foreign Interests Section
provides consular services to US citizens
living in or travelling to Iran.” The United
States government describes the same
role on a web page on the “US Virtual
Embassy” inIran. At the time Switzerland
took over this role, a hostage crisis was
playing out in Tehran with students hav-
ing taken over the then US Embassy; the
crisis lasted 444 days.

Why Switzerland? It has historically
represented a number of countries in ter-
ritories where they have no diplomatic
mission. The news and analysis website
Swissinfo says Switzerland represented
35 countries during the Second World War
and had over 200 specific mandates, and
between 1946 and 1964 had 46 mandates.
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Soleimani killing: why few expect full-bl

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 5

SINCE THE killing of Iran’s Major General
Qassem Soleimani in a US airstrike in
Baghdad on Friday, the question being
asked across the world is: how far will this
escalation go, and will it eventually lead to
war? Analysts appear to be generally agreed
that while Iran will be forced to retaliate,
likely against US installations, both sides
will be wary of declaring outright war.

How it reached this stage

The US and Iran have already beenin con-
frontation for over a week, with each attack

leading to a counterattack. On December 27,
more than 30 rockets were launched at an
Iragi military base, killing an American con-
tractor. The US responded on December 29
with airstrikes on sites in Iraq and Syria,
killing 24 members of an Iranian-backed
militia. On December 31, pro-Iranian militia
members laid siege to the US Embassy in
Baghdad, trapping American diplomats for
more than 24 hours. Then came the US drone
strike that killed Soleimani and others.

Retaliation inevitable

The killing forced Iran’s hand, and Tehran
immediately warned of retaliation. In fact,
on Saturday itself, two rockets hit Iraq’s Al-
Balad air base where US troops are stationed,

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 5

INDIA’S FOREST cover has increased by 3,976
sq km or 0.56% since 2017. For the second
successive time since 2007, the biennial State
of Forest Report (SFR) recorded a gain — an
impressive 1,275 sq km — in dense forest (in-
cluding Very Dense Forest with a canopy
density of over 70%, and Moderately Dense
Forest with a canopy density of 40-70%).
Given the pressure on forest land and natu-
ral resources, these figures have made happy
headlines. But they do not tell how India con-
tinues to lose some of its best natural forests
— areality documented in the SFR itself.

Balance sheet

M SFR data show 2,145 sq km of dense
forests became non-forests since 2017. A
dense forest can deteriorate into an open for-
est (10-40% canopy density) but conversion
to non-forest signifies total destruction. This
means India has lost dense forests one-and-
a-half times Delhi’s expanse in just two years.

M Since 2017, plantations with high
canopy density have added 2,441 sq km to
the dense forest category, while 1,858 sq km
of non-forests have become dense forests.
These are plantations of fast-growing species
since natural forests rarely grow so fast.

M Since 2003 when data on “change ma-
trix” were first made available, 18,065 sq km
— more than one-third of Punjab’s landmass
— of dense forests have become non-forests
in the country, nearly half of this (8,552 sq
km) in the last four years.

B Making up for much of this destruction
of quality natural forests, 10,227 sq km of non-
forests (read plantations) became dense forests
in successive two-year windows since 2003,
over half of this (5,458 sq km) since 2015.

B While hill forests have gained in quality;,
large tracts of tropical forests have fallen off
the “dense” category since 2017. The biggest
loss — 23,550 sq km — is under the tropical
semi-evergreen head in SFR 2019. In India,
tropical semi-evergreen forests are found
along the western coast, lower slopes of the
eastern Himalayas, Odisha and Andamans.

M Of India’s 7.12 lakh sq km forest cover,
52,000 sq km is plantations that, in any case,
cannot substitute natural forests in biodiver-
sity or ecological services.

W 0f 728,520 sq km recorded forest area
from digitised data and the Survey of India’s
topographic maps of greenwash areas (forest-
land), 2,15,084 sq km (nearly 30%) recorded
no forest cover in SFR 2019. In other words,
forestland roughly the combined area of
Tamil Nadu and West Bengal holds no forests.

B There has been no recovery since 2017
as forest cover on forestland has shrunk by
330 sq km in the last two years.

Finer detail than before

The Forest Survey of India (FSI) uses satel-
lite images to identify greenery as forest cover.
Inthe 1980s, satellite imagery mapped forests
on a scale of 1:1 million, and missed details
of land units smaller than 4 sq km. The
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Reading the new Forest Report

State of Forest Report 2019 has shown a 1,275 sq km gain in very dense forest, but what this statistic masks
is the fact that the country continues to lose its best natural forests. A look at what was gained and lost.

GAINS & LOSSES (in sqkm)

2003 2015 Total
-15 -19 (2003-19)
FORESTLAND LOST
VDF to NF 545 575 1,120
MDF to NF 8,968 7977 16,945
Total lost 9,513 8,552 18,065
FORESTLAND GAINED
NF to VDF 200 233 433
NF to MDF 4569 5225 9,794
Totalgained 4,769 5458 10,227

VDF: very dense forest; MDF: mid-dense forest;
NF: non-forest Source: Forest Survey of India

1:50,000 scale now scans patches as small as
1 hectare, and any unit that shows a 10% tree
canopy density is considered “forest”.

While the SFR never segregated natural
forests from thickets of weeds such as
juliflora or lantana, and commercial mono-
cultures such as palm, coconut, rubber etc, it
has the capacity to identify plantations. That
is how it classified over 52,000 sq km of
“forests” as plantations while recording
“Forest Type and Density-wise Carbon Stock”
across the country.

FSIdirector-general Dr Subhash Ashutosh
acknowledged that fast-growing species such
as bamboo, rubber, coconut etc contributed
torapid change in canopy density converting
no-forest areas to dense forests. “No forest
types are assigned to monocultures since
these are not natural. We need more time and
resources if we are to identify and classify
plantations through ground truthing,” he said.

While accepting that the gain in forest
cover is outside forestland, Dr Ashutosh said
it would not be “practical” to share the raw
data. “I have proposed to make the maps
available for free. Even now the fees are nom-
inal. A proposal to continue with the bien-
nial reports while conducting a more com-
prehensive study maybe every five years is
in place,” he said.

Meanwhile, the FSI may start reporting
India’s green cover under more explicit cat-
egories, including plantations, and make the
forest grid data public for anyone to visit a
green patch and check what stands in the
name of forest.

FORESTTYPE 2019 2017 CHANGE
Tropical wet evergreen 17,217 17,783 -566
Tropical dry evergreen 565 633 -68
Tropical semi-evergreen 39,596 63,146 -23,350
Tropical moist deciduous 91,399 96,894 -5,495
Tropical thorn 3,765 3,877 -112
Tropical dry deciduous 150,854 146,396 2,458
Littoral and swamp 3,230 4,242 -1,012
Subtropical pine 10,457 11,977 -1,520
Himalayan moist temperature 19,914 21,856 -1,942
Subtropical broad-leaved hill 22,050 10,538 11,512
Subtropical dry evergreen 69 68 1
Montane wet temperature 18,425 3,554 14,871
Himalayan dry temperate 4,077 3,520 557
Sub-alpine 9,740 8,407 1,333
Moist alpine scrub 919 625 294
Dry alpine scrub 712 639 73
Plantation 14,762 12,321 2,441
Total dense forests 407,751 406,476 1,275

while two mortars hit Baghdad’s Green Zone
that houses the US embassy, the AFP news
agency reported. Such a backlash was being
anticipated in US installations in Iraq.

While the US has sought to justify the
killing of Soleimani by citing the role the gen-
eral and his Quds Force played in the deaths
of Americans over the years, including the
death in the December 27 strike, the fact is
that neither side has managed to calibrate its
attacks in a way that would have forced the
other to back down. Each strike has led to a
more severe retaliation.

Also, by clearing the killing of Soleimani,
President Donald Trump has taken a step
his predecessors had avoided. Soleimani
had been in the cross-hairs of the US for

Source: Forest Survey of India

decades, but neither President George W
Bush nor President Barack Obama went so
far. According to The New York Times, both
Presidents had reasoned that killing
Soleimani would only risk a wider war with
the country, undermining the USin aregion
that had already cost plenty of lives.

What kind of escalation

For Iran, the stakes are high, but so are
the risks. What kind of balance will Tehran
look for?

“It will likely aim for counterattacks
damaging enough to convince the United
States that killing (Soleimani) was not
worth it — a high bar, given his value and
the United States’ far superior strength —

West Bengal Forest Department

QUESTION 8 ANSWER

What carbon numbers
mean for climate target

AMITABH SINHA
PUNE, JANUARY 5

THE STATE of Forest Report (SFR) 2019, while
showing an increase in the carbon stock
trapped in Indian forests in the last two years,
also shows why it is going to be an uphill task
forIndiain meeting one of its international ob-
ligations on climate change. India, as part of its
contribution to the global fight against climate
change, has committed itself to creating an
“additional carbon sink of 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes
of carbon dioxide equivalent” by 2030.

That is one of the three targets India has
set for itself in its climate action plan, called
Nationally Determined Contributions, or
NDCs, that every country has to submit un-
der the 2015 Paris Agreement. The other two
relate to an improvement in emissions in-
tensity,and anincrease in renewable energy
deployment. India has said it would reduce
its emissions intensity (emissions per unit of
GDP) by 33% to 35% by 2030 compared to
2005. It has also promised to ensure that at
least 40% of its cumulative electricity gener-
ation in 2030 would be done through renew-
able energy.

What is the relationship between forests
and carbon?

Forests, by absorbing carbon dioxide from
the atmosphere for the process of photosyn-
thesis, act as a natural sink of carbon.
Together with oceans, forests absorb nearly
half of global annual carbon dioxide emis-
sions. In fact, the carbon currently stored in
the forests exceeds all the carbon emitted in
the atmosphere since the start of the indus-
trial age. Anincrease in the forest area is thus
one of the most effective ways of reducing
the emissions that accumulate in the atmos-
phere every year.

How do the latest forest data translate
into carbon equivalent?

The latest forest survey shows that the
carbon stockin India’s forests (not including
tree cover outside of forest areas) have in-
creased from 7.08 billion tonnes in 2017,
when the last such exercise had been done,
to 7.124 billion tonnes now. This translates
into 26.14 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide
equivalent as of now.

[tis estimated that India’s tree cover out-
side of forests would contribute another cou-
ple of billion of tonnes of carbon dioxide
equivalent.

How challenging does this make it for
India in meeting its target?

An assessment by the Forest Survey of
India (FSI) last year had projected that, by
2030, the carbon stock in forests as well as
tree cover was likely to reach 31.87 billion
tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent in the
business as usual scenario. An additional 2.5

but not so damaging as to trigger further
conflict,” according to ‘The Interpreter’ col-
umn in The New York Times.

What that could mean is small, dis-
jointed attacks on the installations of the US
or allies in the Middle East. Saturday’s at-
tacks fall under that strategy. But analysts
believe Iran will also be conscious that it is
more vulnerable than the US, with all the
conflict likely to be in the Middle East itself,
including within Iran.

That said, Iran’s military capabilities are
higher than those of others in its neighbour-
hood. The US might be wary of that. At the
same time, analysts believe Iran would re-
quire time to put together a working nuclear
warhead. That possibility would end if the US

CARBON STOCK ININDIAN FORESTS

(notincluding tree cover)

Year Carbon stock
(in mn tonnes)
2005 6,621.5
2013 6,941
2017 7,082
2019 7124

Source: State of Forest Report, 2019; Biennial
Update Report, 2018

to 3 billion tonnes of sink, as India has prom-
ised to do, would mean taking the size of the
sink close to 35 billion tonnes of carbon diox-
ide equivalent.

Considering the rate of growth of the car-
bon sink in the last few years, that is quite a
stiff target India has set for itself. In the last
two years, the carbon sink has grown by just
about 0.6%%. Even compared to 2005, the
size of carbon sink has increased by barely
7.5%.Tomeet its NDC target, even with most
optimistic estimates of carbon stock trapped
in trees outside of forest areas, the sink has to
grow by at least 15% to 20% over the next ten-
year period.

So, what is the way forward?

There are two key decisions to be made in
this regard — selection of the baseline year,
and addition of the contribution of the agri-
culture sector to carbon sink.

The baseline year can impact the busi-
ness-as-usual projections for 2030. BAU pro-
jections are obtained using policies that ex-
isted in the baseline year. Now, there has
been a far greater effort in recent years to in-
crease the country’s forest cover. So a 2015
baseline would lead to a higher BAU estimate
for 2030 compared to a 2005 baseline when
less efforts were being made to add or regen-
erate forests. The FSI projections made last
year used a 2015 baseline. If 2005 baseline is
used, India’s targets can be achieved rela-
tively easily.

India’s emissions intensity target uses a
2005 baseline, so there is an argument that
the forest target should also have the same
baseline. But there is a strong demand for a
2015 baseline as well, so that it results in some
concrete progress in adding new forest cover.
When India announced its NDCin 2015, it did
not mention the baseline year. It has to de-
cide onitbefore it reconfirmsits NDC targets
ahead of the next climate change meetingin
Glasgow towards the end of the year.

At that time, India would also have to
specify whether it wants to count the carbon
sinkin the agriculture sectorinits target. The
NDC specifically mentions that and “addi-
tional” 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of carbon sink
would be created through “additional forest
and tree cover by 2030”, but Environment
Ministry officials insist that tree cover outside

forest areas must include agriculture as well.

own war but no one rules it out

chooses to strike Iran’s nuclear installations.

Can it be war?

A lot will depend on how provocative
Iran’s inevitable retaliation turns out to be.
If these provoke the US into a direct strike on
Iran, it can potentially open up the threat of
a sustained war.

“While the possibility of an unintended
slide to war is impossible to rule out, fears of
World War Three —a phrase that trended
overnight on social media — are overblown.
Russia and China might strenuously object to
Americanattacks, but they are no more likely
to join the fight than they were when the
United States invaded Iraq or helped to topple
Libya’s government,” ‘The Interpreter’ noted.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

REBOOTING THE ECONOMY

The prospect of food and fuel inflation makes it necessary for
the government to initiate structural reforms

EIGHTENED UNCERTAINTY IN West Asia following the US airstrike killing

Iran’s top military commander has thrown the spotlight again on oil. In the

last three months, Brent crude prices have risen from about $ 58 to al-

most $ 69 per barrel. Itis true that the US and Russia have displaced Saudi
Arabia as the world’s largest crude producers today, with the former’s output especially
more than doubling from roughly 5.5 million to 12.9 million barrels per day in the last
decade. As aresult, the Persian Gulf region’s control over global supplies isn’t as much as
during the 2003 or 1991 Iraq War. But that’s hardly any consolation for India, which can-
not, for purely geographical reasons, source crude beyond a point from the likes of the US,
Venezuela and Russia. The Narendra Modi government’s first term was marked by falling
international oil prices. It did not, wisely, pass these on fully to consumers and, instead,
netted a yearly revenue windfall of some Rs 150,000 crore by raising excise duties on
petrol and diesel.

That windfall could come under threat if crude prices go up with increased US-Iran
geopolitical tensions and the Modi government — unwisely, if at all — cuts duties or forces
oil companies to absorb part of the burden. Rising oil prices can also impact India’s bal-
ance of payments and the rupee (the domestic currency shed 44 paise against the dollar
on Friday), further adding to inflationary pressures. But it’s not just oil and rupee. There
is a third component that contributed to benign inflation during the Modi government’s
first term: Low food prices. Annual consumer food inflation crossed single digits in
November, which was for the first time in nearly six years. Many commodities — from
onion, potato, pulses and milk to maize and soyabean — have seen prices rising or at least
correcting from lows. The reasons for it are partly weather-induced (excess rains during
September-October) and partly structural (farmers reducing production in response to
the earlier sustained low realisations). Either way, benign food and fuel inflation can no
longer be taken for granted.

All this, of course, makes the job of growth and investment revival that much tougher.
The return of inflation, on top of pressure on government revenues, leaves very little space
for both monetary and fiscal policy. The focus has to necessarily shift to structural re-
forms that have been put off for too long. The existing system of open-ended procurement
of wheat and paddy at minimum support prices has to go. So must super-subsidised
physical sales of grain or urea. These should be replaced by direct cash transfers target-
ing vulnerable consumers and smallholder farmers. The resources thus freed, along with
those raised through privatisation (inclusive of excess land parcels held by government
departments/enterprises), can fund much-needed public investment without creating
fiscal or inflationary pressures.

TABLEAUX OF EXCLUSION

Republic Day parade has become yet another front in the
battle between the Centre and states

TIS Asign of the fraught and polarised times we live in that even the Republic Day

parade has been dragged into the over-politicised conversation that now stands in

for meaningful public discourse. The tableaux that form an integral part of the pa-

rade — highlighting the culture of various states, union territories and even the
mandate of Union ministries — are now a front in the battle between the Centre and non-
BJPruled states. Maharashtra, Kerala, West Bengal and Bihar are among the states that have
been excluded from the parade, and are crying foul. The governments of both West Bengal
and Kerala have drawn a connection between their rejection of the CAA-NRC and exclu-
sion from the parade.

The selection of tableaux is done by a committee under the Union Ministry of Defence.
Only 16 states have been selected for the parade, and government and BJP spokesper-
sons insist that there is no political bias at play in the selection. They have also cited the
fact thatin the past, tableaux have been rejected when there were Congress governments
both at the Centre and in the states concerned. It is by the same process that the current
selection has been made. This is essentially a procedural justification for what has be-
come a political issue, and, therefore, is unlikely to cut ice with the aggrieved states.
Arguably, more than any other government in recent times, the Narendra Modi-led gov-
ernment is acutely aware of the potency of political symbolism and optics. To be seen as
excluding entire states whose elected governments have stood in opposition to the NRC
and CAA will certainly strain already fraying Centre-state relations. “Just because West
Bengal has been opposing anti-people policies of the BJP government (like the CAA-NRC),
step-motherly treatment is being meted out to the state,” West Bengal’s Minister of State
for Parliamentary Affairs Tapas Roy said. And Kerala minister A K Balan asked if the Centre
was “against the Malayali people”.

Itis certainly possible, as the Ministry of Defence insists, that the exclusions are purely
procedural. The current climate of division and suspicion makes it incumbent on the
Centre to not conform to its image as being overbearing on the back of its majority in
Parliament. The Republic Day parade in India has always been much more than a celebra-
tion of masculine nationalism and militarism — it bears testimony to the diversity of
India. The way to rescue it now might be to practice that once-much-vaunted slogan —
cooperative federalism.

FrREEZE FRAME E P Unny

Secularism’s Brexit moment

RAMESH VENKATARAMAN

INDIA’S CONSTITUTIONAL COMMITMENT to
secularismis under serious threat. This is not
just because the BJP government, riding its
strong electoral mandate, appears deter-
mined to undermine India’s secular ethos.
More fundamentally, it is because popular
scepticism of secularism has grown substan-
tially in the last few years.

In my recent travels across India, covering
places as diverse as Amritsar and Goa, Ladakh
and Hyderabad, and Delhi, Mumbai, and
Chennai, I have been struck by the fact that the
recent flurry of perceived anti-Muslim meas-
ures — revoking Article 370 and downgrading
Kashmir to a Union Territory, the triple talaq
ban, the Supreme Court verdict on Ayodhya,
and now the CAA/NRC — are seen as a good
thing not only by Hindutva diehards but in-
creasingly by the “moderate middle”.

This large constituency is made up of
thoughtful, not particularly religious, and
broadly liberal-leaning Hindus who are not
reflexively anti-Muslim. Most in this segment
find the crude bigotry and dog whistle politics
of Messrs Modi and Shah distasteful and are
far from signing up to a “Hindu rashtra”.
However, many now buy in to the Sangh
Parivar’s critique of secularism. Itis no longer
taboo to raise questions that were formerly
the preserve of the right-wing fringe about
Muslim special privileges, personal law, or
patriotism, and correspondingly allege a neg-
lect of Hindu concerns. Indeed, I have heard
more from mainstream Hindus on the
“Muslim question” over the last few months
than collectively over the past four decades.

This sort of open airing of views reminds
me of the time when the Emergency caused
Indians of all stripes to seriously examine
their commitment to democracy. Many will
recall the arguments from the 1970s and early
1980s about whether poor, diverse, and di-
vided India could only progress under a dic-
tator — or atleast a powerful, directly-elected,
executive president.

Those debates were a good thing. An un-
examined Constitution is not a sustainable
one. India’s Constitution was “given” to the
country top-down by the Constituent
Assembly. Even though nearly three-quar-
ters of the members of that body were indi-
rectly elected, the franchise was limited.
People at large did not have much of a say in
shaping our Constitution. Today, thanks to the
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WORDLY WISE

INFLATION IS TAXATION WITHOUT LEGISLATION.
— MILTON FRIEDMAN

India needs its secularists to engage in open and
self-critical debate — rather than polarising polemic

Over the last few years, the
relentless drum beat of anti-
‘sickular’ rhetoric from the
Sangh Parivar has prompted
many mainstream Hindus
to reconsider how the
Muslim minority is treated.
Ideally, this should provide
the setting for robust and
clarifying exchanges on why
the Constitution’s
endorsement of secularism
still makes eminent sense.
The problem is that those
who are passionate about
protecting India’s secular
fabric have not shown up at
this debate.

Emergency and its aftermath, democracy is
taken for granted amongst Indians. No one —
left, right, or centre — seriously challenges our
parliamentary system and federal form of
government. Secularism must attain a simi-
lar status.

Over the last few years, the relentless
drum beat of anti-“sickular” rhetoric from the
Sangh Parivar has prompted many main-
stream Hindus to reconsider how the Muslim
minority is treated. Ideally, this should pro-
vide the setting for robust and clarifying ex-
changes on why the Constitution’s endorse-
ment of secularism still makes eminent sense.
The problem is that those who are passion-
ate about protecting India’s secular fabric
have not shown up at this debate.

Rather than make the case for secularism
and answer doubters, its champions indulge
in rhetorical name-calling, citing the likes of
Nathuram Godse to tarnish and shut down
critics. Secularists take for granted that secu-
larism is self-evidently right for the country.
They cite the Constitution in support, as many
anti-CAA protestors are doing, without real-
ising that it is this very document’s secular
thrust that has become suspect and in des-
perate need of re-legitimisation.

The approach of self-righteously throw-
ing the Constitution at anyone who supports
the Modi regime’s agenda and demonising
them as “bhakts”, “Sanghis”, or “chaddiwal-
lahs” reminds me of how Britain’s liberal elite
lost the Brexit battle. They assumed away the
obvious correctness of their cosmopolitan
worldview and sanctimoniously labelled
those who voted to leave the EU as misled
racists and “little Englanders”. A similarly pa-
tronising attitude towards Donald Trump
supporters may well stymie the Democrats’
efforts to regain the US presidency this year.

India’s secularists must wake up to the fact
that the discourse on the ground has pro-
foundly altered. More and more, mainstream
Hindus feel that they are being taken for aride
under the banner of secularism.

Preserving the country’s secular fabric in
this changed environment will require secu-
larism’s advocates to urgently and respect-
fully engage with the “moderate middle”.
They must make the case for secularism
anew, on principled (individual equality and
freedom of conscience and personal habits)
and practical grounds (no country can flour-

ish by degrading one-seventh of its citizens).
They also have to create acompelling counter
to the majoritarian “India-is-a-Hindu-coun-
try” narrative by underlining Hinduism'’s plu-
rality and rooting secularism firmly inits “live
and let live” culture, syncretic traditions, and
long history of respect and accommodation of
difference.

But most important, hardline secularists
need to show some humility. It is not a be-
trayal of ideals to admit that at least some of
the right-wing accusations of “pseudo secu-
larism” are well-founded even if couched in
chauvinistic bombast. For instance, no objec-
tive observer can seriously deny that the
Congress and other left-leaning parties have
exploited Muslims as a “vote bank” without
doing much to improve their lot. Equally,
much evidence points to politically-spon-
sored illegal migration changing the demo-
graphics of some border areas in favour of
Muslims. Also, defending Muslim personal
laws as that community’s prerogative rather
than campaigning for a progressive uniform
civil code, flies in the face of allegiance to in-
dividual rights and equality across citizens.

In short, it is not anti-Muslim to accept
where secularism has been compromised in
practice. Rather, openness to fair-minded crit-
icismwill allow secularists to make their pos-
itive case more credibly.

Red lights are flashing over India’s future.
The ongoing protests against the CAA
notwithstanding, there is a very real possibil-
ity that if the “moderate middle” lose faith in
secularism, the BJP will be further embold-
ened to pursue Hindutva. Even if non-BJP
governments eventually regain power, they
will struggle to roll back anti-Muslim legisla-
tion, systemic biases, and bigoted attitudes
that are creeping into the educational system,
police, and civil service and could soon be-
come widespread across society.

In this anxious hour, India needs its secu-
larists to engage in open and self-critical de-
bate — rather than polarising polemic. This is
the only way secularism, like democracy af-
ter the Emergency, can be re-founded as an
unchallenged constitutional tenet that is
“above politics” and second nature to our
republic.

The writer is a private equity investor and
former McKinsey partner

WHY I REFUSE 'TO AccerT CAA

Recent legislation threatens the very idea of India. We must raise our voices

DEBSMITA CHOWDHURY

“THE GIRLWHO went viral by tearing a copy
of CAA” is the statement frequently used by
the media to introduce me. The fact that the
media has to describe me in this manner is
probably because they have not found any
trace of political participation in my past —
quite antithetical to the international rela-
tions course in which I had been enrolled in
for the past five years. I think this particular
aspect — my complete absence from any af-
filiated political fronts or activities — has sent
shockwaves among my fellow classmates,
juniors, seniors, faculty and, especially, fam-
ily and friends over my action.

The recent spate of legislation by the
present political establishment in Delhi has
pushed many to the edge, including people
like me — we are now left with no choice but
to raise our voices for the voiceless. It is not
that other political parties and government
dispensations in the past have been an ab-
solute delight to watch. But this government
has acted entirely in opposition to the
founding ideals of our nation, something we
— the unbiased citizens — cannot accept.

Abraham Lincoln had said: “We are the
rightful masters of both Congress and the
courts, not to overthrow the Constitution
but to overthrow the men in power who
pervert the Constitution”. As a student, [ un-
derstand the necessity of the Constitution

ONE OF

800
MILLION

A VOICE, UNDER 35

The recent spate of
legislation by the present
political establishment in
Delhi has pushed everyone
to the edge, including people
like me — we are now left
with no choice but to raise
our voices for the voiceless.

as a guiding mechanism to guarantee law
and order and for the continuance of liberty,
equality and fraternity amongst all. I com-
pletely uphold the sanctity of the Indian
Constitution, and stand by my duty to abide
by it. Therefore, what I did has been my in-
dividual form of protest in a desperate, non-
violent attempt to save the basic fabric of our
nation, woven painstakingly by our forefa-
thers. I have always been quite an introvert
from my childhood — with the completion
of my post-graduation, I had intended to
continue my research, focusing on my PhD
proposal.

I had no intention to engage in any sort of
action on the dais on the day of my convoca-
tion, but the brutal state crackdown on un-
armed students of Jamia Millia Islamia,
AMU, and now on innocent civilians has left
no rational person unmoved. If this is the sit-
uation in my country where protestors,
demonstrators or civilians face such serious
repression — despite us not being under a
dictatorial regime — I have to say that we are
not free. We are living in dark times under
the garb of democracy.

People may call me anti-national, the
now commonly-used word for anyone who
dissents against the dominant political dis-
course, but would like to reiterate that[am
a proud, responsible Indian because I can see

JANUARY 6, 1980, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

BAGHPAT REPOLL

CHIEF ELECTION COMMISSIONER S L
Shakdher ordered repoll in one booth of the
Baghpat parliamentary constituency from
where Prime Minister Charan Singh is seek-
ing reelection to the Lok Sabha. Shakdher
said the repoll had been ordered in Garhi
Dulla polling station in the Barnawa assem-
bly segment because some Harijans had re-
moved ballot boxes from there. He said he
had summoned the district magistrate of
Meerut to his office and asked all five ob-
servers in the constituency to give a report
on the conduct of the poll. He was informed
that “nothing unfair” had happened in the
constituency except in the Garhi Dulla booth.

SOVIETS IN KABUL

SOVIET FORCES APPEAR to control all of
Afghanistan’s major towns and military
bases, and face little more than token resist-
ance in the populous areas, diplomatic
sources in Delhi said, reports AP. According
to sources, reports from Kabul spoke of occa-
sional sniper attacks on small groups of Soviet
troops. Leaflets calling for demonstrations
against the Soviet-backed coup d’etat were
distributed in Kabul one night this week, but
no demonstrations took place. There was no
clear reading of the situation in the moun-
tainous countryside where nationalistic
rebels have been fighting the succession of
Marxist-leaning regimes in Afghanistan.

the grave national and international impli-
cations of the recent non-secular legislation
on citizenship.

What do the youth of this great nation
actually want? We want dialogue, employ-
ment, a thriving economy, people’s welfare,
non-interference in one’s food habits or re-
ligion, and to get this country onto a much
better developmental arc: We would all love
to witness India’s spectacular inclusive
growth.

Dialogue is the basis of Indian culture. We
cannot remain mute witnesses to the actions
of this government. We have to rightfully ac-
cept responsibility for our future because
politics and governance is not a game. It is
serious business and we — and all future gen-
erations — cannot bear the burden of the
whims and fancies of a reckless power.

Let us not forget the beautiful words
penned down by Saadat Hasan Manto:
“Hindustan had become free. Pakistan had
become independent soon after its inception
but man was still slave in both these coun-
tries — slave of prejudice... slave of religious
fanaticism... slave of barbarity and inhuman-

ity”.

The writer is an independent researcher. She
did her Masters in International Relations
from Jadavpur University, Kolkata

ASSAM UNREST

THE SO FAR peaceful and orderly four-
month-old mass agitation against “aliens” in
Assam s taking an ugly turn. The movement,
jointly sponsored by the All Assam Students
Union and All Assam Gana Sangram Parishad
— with the avowed objective “of securing de-
tection of foreign nationals, deletion of their
names from electoral rolls and their depor-
tation” — is unfortunately taking on a com-
munal, linguistic and parochial colour. The
campaign has succeeded beyond the expec-
tations of its organisers in focussing the na-
tion’s attention on the dangers to national
security by the unabated influx of foreign na-
tionals from Bangladesh and Nepal.



THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, JANUARY 6,2020

!l THEIDEAS PAGE

FIGURE-1: GROWTH RATES IN OVERALL
GDP AND AGRI-GDP (GDPA)

BY ASHOK GULATI

WITH GDP GROWTH rate plummeting to 4.5
per cent and with the agriculture GDP
(GDPA) growth at 2.1 per cent in the second
quarter of this fiscal year, everyone con-
cerned with the economy is anxious. The
question being asked is whether the Indian
economy can be put back on the 7-8 per cent
growth trajectory and can agri-GDP grow at
least at 4 per cent.

It may be noted that in UPA 2 and Modi
1.0, while the average GDP growth rate was
7.2 and 7.5 per cent respectively, agri-GDP
(GDPA) growth slowed in the Modi period to
2.9 per cent, far below the 4.3 per cent rate
achieved during UPA 2. And now, when the
quarterly growth in GDPA is hovering at
around 2 per cent, it is a cause for great con-
cern (Figure-1). Agriculture still engages
about 44 per cent of India’s workforce. If the
masses do not gain from the growth process,
their incomes remain subdued, then the de-
mand for manufactured goods, housing and
other goods will remain low. Low demand in
the economy is one of the main reasons be-
hind India’s great slowdown today.

Interestingly, it is during this slowdown
thatinflation has started to surge after along
period of low inflation under Modi 1.0.
Inflation is led by different components of
the food segment — cereals, pulses, and veg-
etables — in the consumer price index (CPI).

Everyone is waiting to see how Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman can prop up the
economy by boosting demand without caus-
ing undue inflation (beyond the threshold
level of 6 per cent to be maintained by the

VIiEwW FrROM THE
NEIGHBOURHOOD

BELLICOSE INDIA

THE NEWSPAPERS across South Asia — like
their counterparts the world over — com-
mented on and analysed the consequences of
the killing of Qasem Soleimani, in-charge of
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard Corps. The killing
has been, broadly, been condemned and its af-
termath is awaited.

OnJanuary 3, though, the editorial in Dawn
took umbrage to the fact that “India’s new
army chief Lt Gen IM.M. Naravane has said that
conducting pre-emptive strikes across the LoC
remained an option for India”. The editorial re-
calls many of General Bipin Rawat’s staterents
that may politely be called bellicose. It also re-
calls the “Balakot misadventure”. “The Foreign
Office has done well to remind the new Indian
army chief that the last time India attempted
“pre-emptive strikes” it lost two aircraft and
one pilot. Italsolost face. The pilot was returned
in good faith by Pakistan. This good faith has
not been reciprocated,” the editorial says.

Its thrust is that increasingly, and towards
the point of no return, the government and se-
curity establishmentin New Delhi is becoming
bellicose to appease a domestic constituency:
“India is trapped in violent domestic convul-
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FIGURE-2: ACTUAL GRAIN (WHEAT PLUS RICE) STOCKS WITH
FCIVIS-A-VIS BUFFER STOCK NORMS (MILLION TONNES) AS
ON JANUARY 1ST, FROM 2001 ONWARDS
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Lifting growth,
containing inflation

Reform of grain management system could free up resources for infrastructure investment

RBI). Also, there is the challenge of not slip-
ping on the fiscal deficit target of 3.3 per cent,
although the Comptroller and Auditor
General of India (CAG) has already indicated
that the real fiscal deficit of the country is
much more if one accounts for the loans taken
by many public sector undertakings (PSUs).

Sitharaman has already announced anin-
vestment package for infrastructure of about
Rs 102 lakh crore over the next five years,
which implies more than doubling the
growthininfra-investments fromits current
levels. The legitimate question being asked
is: Where will the resources come from? The
announcement does not unveil any clear
strategy on the resource mobilisation front.

Here are my two cents to raise (save) Rs
50,000 crore per annum to finance infra-
structure projects without causing high in-
flation or without breaching the fiscal deficit
target. The prime minister and the finance
minister should take alook at the massive in-
efficiency in the grain management system
under the National Food Security Act (NFSA)
to find the required resources.

The NFSA gives certain quantities of wheat
and rice to 67 per cent of the population at Rs
2/kg and Rs 3/kg respectively, while the eco-
nomic cost of these to the Food Corporation of
Indiais Rs 25/kg and Rs 35/kg respectively. This
led to a provision of Rs 1.84 lakh crore for food
subsidy in the last Union budget. Not many
people know that the FCl had pending bills of
Rs 1.86 lakh crore that have not been cleared by
the government, and thatit has been asked to
borrow more and more to finance its opera-
tions. The grain stocks with the FCl are far more
than double the buffer stock norms as on
January 1, every year.

The massive accumulation of grain stocks
is the result of a deeply inefficient strategy
for food management wherein the procure-
ment for wheat and rice (paddy) remains
open-ended, but the disbursal of those stocks
remains largely restricted to the public dis-
tribution system (PDS). The open market op-
erations (OMO) are much less compared to
what is needed to liquidate the excessive

The massive accumulation of
grain stocks is the result of a
very inefficient strategy for
food management wherein
the procurement for wheat
and rice (paddy) remains
open-ended, but the disbursal
of those stocks remains
largely restricted to public
distribution system (PDS).
The open market operations
(OMO) are much less
compared to what is needed
to liquidate the excessive
stocks. We don'’t have a clear
strategy.
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stocks. We don’t have a clear strategy. And
now, if the rabi procurement is good, FCI may
not have the storage space to accommodate
it. The money locked in these excessive
stocks (beyond the buffer norm) is more
thanRs 1lakh crore. Evenif the government
decides to liquidate half of it, it can garner Rs
50,000 crore to finance at least half of its in-
frastructure projects. We need bold moves
to reform our grain management system.
There is no need to set up another expert
committee for this. The blueprint for reform-
ing the grain management system was pre-
sented to the PM by the Shanta Kumar panel.
The report is on the FCI website.

Only three points need reiteration: First,
while the poor under the Antyodaya cate-
gory should keep getting the maximum food
subsidy, for others, the issue price should be
fixed at, say, 50 per cent of the procurement
price (as was done under Atal Bihari
Vaypayee for the BPL category). Second, limit
subsidised grain distribution under NFSA to
40 per cent of the population rather than the
current 67 per cent. After all, we must ask:
What proportion of the poor cannot afford
even the basic rations? The Indian govern-
ment has not given any number for poverty
since 2011 — it was 21 per cent as per the
Tendulkar poverty line. It is time for the Modi
government to tell the nation what is the
level of extreme poverty in India. Third, limit
the procurement of rice particularly in the
north-western states of Punjab and Haryana
where the groundwater table is depleting
fast, and invite private sector participation
in grain management.

If the government can implement just
these three points, it can save another Rs
50,000 crore annually. On top of this, it will
help the government to reduce its fiscal
deficit. And if it liquidates stocks fast, it can
contain inflation too. Can the Modi govern-
ment focus on reforms and implement
them? Only time will tell.

Gulatiis Infosys Chair Professor for
Agriculture at ICRIER

Aweekly look at the public conversations shaping ideas beyond borders — in
the Subcontinent. Curated by Aakash Joshi

sions that are creating dangerous fault lines
withinits society. The right-wing government
of Narendra Modi is struggling to contain the
fallout of its anti-Muslim policies. It may be
tempted to embark on yet another misadven-
ture across the LoC to divert attention fromits
domestic troubles.” It asks the Pakistan gov-
ernment to be onalert for India todial downits
rhetoric.

NoOT A NICE NEIGHBOUR

C R Abrar, an academic-activist in
Bangladesh, writes in The Daily Star of the “fal-
lacy of unsuspecting trust” that Bangladesh
has developed visavisIndia. Abrar argues that
the CAA and NRC have been a long time com-
ing and the policies will seriously impact
Bangladesh society. But, the elites and civil so-
ciety atlarge did not see the writing on the wall.

The article recalls the many controversial,
even abusive, statements by Amit Shah over
the last few years with regards to Bangladeshi
migrants and Muslims. It says: “Such persist-
entemission of anti-Bangladeshi vitriolic state-
ments of the Indian ruling elite triggered little
concern in Bangladesh. The government of
Bangladesh appeared to be oblivious to the

stirring up of anti-Bangladesh sentiments.
Until quite recently, the statements of the min-
isters, advisers and senior functionaries gave
the signal that the government was quite com-
fortable with the Indian assertion that the NRC
was indeed an “internal matter” of that coun-
try.”

But now, as Indians take to the streets
against the NRC and CAA, Abrar says that the
trust may have finally been broken: “The
rolling out of the NRC and the application of
CAA is likely to have grave consequences for
Bangladesh. Even if India refrains from offi-
cially deporting those who would fail in the
NRC test, millions of Muslims who would be
unable to prove their claims to Indian citizen-
ship and secure protection under the CAA in
all likelihood will cross the border and seek
shelter in Bangladesh. They would do so to
avoid languishing in detention camps in atro-
cious conditions. The recent border crossings
from the Indian side and the concomitant tele-
com network suspension in Bangladesh may
signal the beginning of a difficult time for the
country. It is time for those at the helm of the
state todiscard the rhetoric, take stock of these
developments and collectively develop a na-
tional strategy to face the likely challenge.”

CURBS IN NEPAL

Attempts to police the internet and free
speech on social media seems to be a pan-
South Asian phenomenon. Sushrey Nepal, a
lawyer, writes in The Kathmandu Post about
“another toxiclayer of durability to the custom
of state policing” being brought about in Nepal
by the Information Technology Bill.

Using broad definitions of terms like “pub-
licorder” and “decency”, the article asserts that
the Bill provides sweeping powers to the gov-
ernment to punish all forms of dissent, oreven
what it perceives to cause offence — from po-
litical speech to jokes.

In India, we have seen the dire conse-
quences of such laws. The situation in Nepal,
if the article is anything to go by, may not end
up being any better: “This Information
Technology Billis aloud declaration by the gov-
ernment that it is coming for its citizens, and
we cannot hide behind the shield of our right
to privacy and freedom of speech. If a state is
willing to incriminate its citizens for an inter-
net post, one can only imagine what else it is
hiding inits shadow.”

Curated by Aakash Joshi
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The new Indian army chief might want to get a full briefing on the Balakot
misadventure before issuing any more provocative and irresponsible
statements.” — DAWN

Farewell, year
of darkness

Gandhi’s dreams for the nation were dented in
2019. The new year offers hope

gical “meditative” moment at Kedarnath
could do anything substantial to eradicate
this toxic culture. Sometimes [ wonder
whether a child growing up in 2019 would
really believe that once upon a time Gautam
Buddha preached his first sermon at
Sarnath near Varanasi. Or, would it ever be
possible for her to accept that there was a
poet called Rabindranath Tagore who loved
to see India as an oceanic civilisation — a
confluence of multiple traditions?

Since darkness prevails, the light of ed-
ucation has to be extinguished. Is that why
in 2019 we witnessed an organised attack
on the very idea of public universities — the
culture of critical/reflexive thinking, the
ethos of inclusion and heterogeneity, and
the art of interrogating even the “official”
truth? Ina way, the celebration of some sort
of anti-intellectualism became the new
normal in 2019. Even though a courageous
television anchor like Ravish Kumar tried
his best to bring journalism closer to peo-
ple’s struggles and survival issues, it was
sad to see the package of falsehoods many
of our “star” anchors continued bombard-
ing us with noise.

Only amidst this absurdity was it pos-
sible to imagine a television show where a
“patriotic” Bollywood star engaged in a
“conversation” with Prime Minister Modi
on diverse forms of eating mangoes.
Perhaps, at a time when manipulated pub-
licopinion has become the order of the day,
itis naive to expect from these shiny “stars”
a rigorous reflection on joblessness and
economic hardship. Nor was it possible,
then, to know about Medha Patkar’s
hunger strike, or why the farmers marched
to Delhi. Likewise, it is not very clear
whether the much-hyped Chandrayaan
mission really succeeded in intensifying
the attempt to use the spectacle of space
research to stimulate the ego of the nation
and its messiah. However, one thing is cer-
tain: With the narrative of Ganesha’s plas-
tic surgery, or of Kauravas as test tube ba-
bies, the spirit of what Nehru regarded as
“scientific temper” has already been
thrown into the dustbin.

Yet, itis difficult to diminish the human
spirit. At the end of the year, young col-
lege/university students have begun to
generate a new possibility. Even though the
cops entered the Jamia library and report-
edly brutally attacked the students, the
mighty state didn’t succeed in destroying
their spirit. From Jamia to JNU, from
Hyderabad Central University to Aligarh
Muslim University, and from even the IITs
and IIMs, students are taking to the streets
and dissenting, in an articulate manner,
against the devastating implications of the
CAA/NRC. In this non-violent and aesthet-
ically enriched resistance, I have begun to
see the return of the lost dream: The dream
that Godse tried to kill, the dream that led
Gandhi to undertake a politico-spiritual pil-
grimage at Noakhali in 1946, and the dream
thatled BR Ambedkar to take the lead role
in drafting our secular Constitution. Even
though the assertive home minister has
warned this “tukde tukde gang”, the dream
of cultural pluralism and a spiritually en-
riched secularism has not yet died.

Can 2020 offer us the light of fearless-
ness to overcome the darkness of 2019?

AVIJIT PATHAK

[KNOW that at this moment, soon after the
entertainment industry seduced us to cel-
ebrate the new year with dance, music and
food, it is not “cool” to speak of what
Antonio Gramsci would have regarded as
the “pessimism of the intellect”. Yet, I can-
not escape the psychic trauma associated
with the year 2019. As [ write this piece, I re-
call a tragic moment in our history:
Nathuram Godse’s bullets penetrating into
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi’s chest on
January 30, 1948. It was an attempt to kill a
dream, a possibility: Animagination of India
tormented by the wound of Partition; yet,
filled with the spirit of religious pluralism,
cultural syncretism and egalitarianism.
However, as I look back at 2019 and see, for
instance, the loud assertion of the likes of
Pragya Thakur (an inevitable consequence
of majoritarian Hindutva), | experience with
utter despair the merger of 2019 and 1948.
Possibly, one day some of our sensible so-
cial historians would depict 2019 as a year
that brought Godse alive, and sought to kill
all that Gandhi stood for.

Can 2019 be seen as a distinctive marker
of the age of darkness? Because of fragmen-
tation, directionlessness and ideological
impoverishment, the Opposition parties
failed miserably to defeat Hindutva — a hy-
per-masculine doctrine of Hindu national-
ism symbolised by “brand” Narendra Modi,
and disseminated through a massive or-
ganisational network led by “loyal soldiers”
of “Bharat Mata”. Despite the devastating
consequences of demonetisation and GST,
the spectacular electoral victory in the 2019
parliamentary elections further enhanced
the narcissism of the ruling regime. As the
might of majoritarianism destroyed the art
of listening and negotiation, nothing could
be done to resist the stigmatisation of mi-
norities. Be it the abrogation of Article 370,
or the CAA/NRC, the minorities were led to
believe that Gandhi was no more, and they
must know their “locations” — similar to
how Savarkar and Golwalkar saw them as
“alien invaders”.

Another manifestation of the dark in
2019 was the normalisation and celebra-
tion of violence. From mob lynching to the
cacophony of “Jai Shri Ram”, from the cult of
narcissistic/authoritarian personalities to
the militarisation of the consciousness
(imagine the army general’s critique of the
anti-CAA protest), and from the gestures the
all-powerful home minister emits for the
people in the Kashmir Valley to the use of
the metaphor of “surgical strike” in every
sphere of life — we breathe violence. From
Unnao to Hyderabad, rape victims were
killed or allowed to die. The celebration of
“encounter killings” revealed the hypnotis-
ing power of brute force in diminishing our
moral sensibilities. Neither the presence of
state-sponsored celebrity babas like

Sadhguru or Ramdev, nor Modi’s dramatur- The writer is professor of sociology at JNU

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

PM’S DOUBLESPEAK
THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Cong, allies LETTER OF THE
and their ecosystem rising against WEEK AWARD

Parliament, silent on Pak: PM’ (IE,
January 3). The prime minister’s argu-
mentis a strange one, given the long his-
tory of opposition parties, including the
BJP, protesting against the central gov-
ernment of the day. Calling the protest
against the CAA as ‘“rising against
Parliament” is misleading and veiled at-
tempt to castigate the others as being

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Letters may be

against the nation. So far, the debate has . e-mailedto
been around religion but Narendra editpage@expressindia.com
Modi has now added a caste dimension or sent to The Indian

Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.

by invoking Dalits in Pakistan. This polit-
ical posturing may prove counter-pro-
ductive in the face of rising atrocities
against Dalits since he came to office.

LRMurmu,viaemail to protestagainst the CAA or over other
issue. And it is sad that a probe against
them have been initiated. Faiz Ahmed
Faiz wrote Hum bhi dekhenge after Zia -
ul-Haq declared martial law. India, un-
like Pakistan, remains a vibrant democ-
racy. Protest should be allowed.

Bal Govind, Noida

LET FA1Z BE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Who’s
afraid of a song?’ (IE, January 3). Not one
Indian university is among the top 100
universities in the world. The quality of
public education is worsening year by
year. It is in this scenario that the IIT-
Kanpur administration launched a
probe to find out the credentials of a
song and its author, Faiz Ahmed Faiz. Is
this what they should be focusing on?
Suchak D Patel, Ahmedabad

TO SANGH’S BENEFIT

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Why I
protestas a Muslim’ (IE, January 3). The
author believes that in response to the
saffronisation of Indian politics,
Muslims have a right to use religion for
political purposes. However, such a
move could alienate secular Hindus. In
the end, the Sangh Parivar will benefit.

Manisha Banerji, Mumbai

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Who’s
afraid of a song?’ (IE, January 3). Like
students at other universities across
India, those at IIT Kanpur have the right
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DIGITALINNOVATION

In Maharashtra, linking land records to
PM Fasal Bima saves time, plugs leaks

Does away with need for village revenue officer’s signature; guards against crop insurance fraud

PARTHA SARATHIBISWAS
PUNE, JANUARY 5

EARLY IN December, when Bhagwan Ingole, a
farmer from Malegaon in Ardhrapur taluka of
Nanded went to the Citizen Facilitation Centre
in his village to insure his one acre of rabi chana
(bengal gram) crop, he was in for a surprise.
During the previous seasons, the operator of
this one-stop shop catering to most of the
Internet-related work of the villagers had in-
sisted that he bring a copy of his 7/12 land ex-
tract signed by the local talathi (village level
revenue office) for the enrollment process.

“This time, he just asked for my survey
number, and from the drop-down menu
helped me zero in on my land parcel and
completed the process. This came as a pleas-
ant surprise. Getting the talathi’s signature is
tedious since the officer is never in his office,”
said Ingole, who has been insuring his crops
religiously since 2017.

Behind the simple drop-down menu,
which saved Ingole from the trouble of locat-
ing the village talathi, lies an initiative of the
Department of Agriculture, which officers
hope will help make the process of enroll-
ment for crop insurance easy. Not just that, it
will help plug the leaks in the process.
Maharashtra is the first state in the country
to seamlessly integrate its land records with
the web portal of the Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana (PMFBY). This integration has
been rolled out during the 2019-20 rabi sea-
son, with farmers accessing their land details
online at the enrollment centres.

Farmers opting to insure their crops un-
der the PMFBY, are required to share their
Aadhaar number, their bank details, as well
as their land records at the enrollment cen-
tres. Although available online, the 7/12 land
records were to be signed and stamped by
the local talathi who verifies the same with
the records available with him. Given the
work load — the talathi is normally respon-
sible for around 10-12 villages in the locality
— farmers have to often wait for days before
the talathi comes to their village to sign their
land records.

Suhas Diwase, Commissioner, Agriculture,
pointed out how there have been cases when
due to small clerical errors, farmers have
failed to claim their insured amount in the
past. The integration, Diwase said, was possi-
ble after the Land Settlement Commissioner
of Maharashtra agreed to share its data with
the central portal of the PMFBY. “Land records
in Maharashtra have already been digitised.
It is now being used to pinpoint the farmer’s

land during enrollment process,” he said.

Maharashtra counts itself among the top
five states in the country in terms of payment
of claims under the PMFBY. During the finan-
cial year 2018-19, the state had 1.39 crore
farmers opting for the scheme and the total
premium collected was Rs 4,778.30 crore. In
thelast fiscal, insurance companies had paid
Rs 3,730.52 crore as compensation to 54.46
lakh farmers. In fact, Maharashtra presents
aninteresting scenario with farmers not opt-
ing for crop loans enrolling for the scheme
with their own money. Farmers who opt for
bank loans are automatically enrolled for the
scheme. But there have been multiple
protests by farmers groups as well as political
parties, which claim that the scheme has
failed to achieve its objectives.

If farmers are happy with the drop-down
menu, officers of the Agriculture
Department have more than one reason to
root for this integration. Although the
PMFBY mandates compulsory verification
of land records by ground-level agriculture
officers or bank officers, in reality this has
not happened. As aresult, cases of “over-in-
surance” — insurance of more land than in
possession — as well as insurance of ineligi-
ble people have happened. Officers cited
cases where the insured area was more than
the cropped area of the district. “Taking ad-
vantage of the lack of stringent verification,
there were instances of people insuring the
same land parcel multiple times. Also there

Training sessions were organised to
ensure implementation of the process
in the current rabi season. Express

were cases when non-land holders were
found insuring land,” said an officer.

Recently, an audit had unearthed a case
where a single farmer with 4 hectares of land
in Latur was found to have insured around 44
hectares in Latur, Beed, Osmanabad, and
Parbhani. Rough estimates by officers of the
Agriculture Department have shown that
around 20 per cent of the enrollment in any
given season had been cases of either over-
insurance or of insurance by individuals who
didn’t hold any land.

The integration, officers said, has almost
done away with chances of over insurance, as
the land records will be available online. Once

Convenience
and accuracy

SMALL CLERICAL errors sometimes led
to farmers not getting their insurance
dues. Land records in Maharashtra
were already digitised — and after the
land Settlement Commissioner agreed
to share data with the central portal of
the PMFBY, the lands of farmers were
pinpointed during the enrollment
process. Physical verification by the ta-
lathi is no longer needed.

the farmer chooses his survey number, the
drop-down menu will prompt the user to
choose the land parcel that he or she chooses
to insure. Once insured, the same land parcel
will not be open for insurance again. Multiple
training sessions were organised across the
state to ensure proper implementation of the
process in the current rabi season.

Win-win: Punjab nudge to replace autos with e-rickshaws

KANCHAN VASDEV
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 5

TO CHECK pollution caused by autorick-
shaws that are 15 years old or older, the
Punjab government has introduced a
scheme that will incentivise owners to
switch over to e-rickshaws, a non-polluting
mode of transport. It has tied up with man-
ufacturing companies to offer an exchange
scheme for the owners of the autorickshaws.

In what is being projected as a “Tandrust
Punjab” scheme, autorickshaws more than
15 years old would be replaced with CNG-
and battery-runrickshaws. The government
has already initiated the process of identify-
ing the old and polluting autos.

To sensitise owners about the pollution
and other benefits of CNG and e-rickshaws,
the government has also tied up with non-
governmental organisations. Simultaneously,
it has co-opted manufacturers to help the
government identify the owners of old auto-
rickshaws, and offer them discounts under

Owners can exchange old autos with
new green ones. Representational image

an exchange scheme to reduce the acquisi-
tion cost.

If the autorickshaw owners are unable to
buy the new environment-friendly autos, the
government would make a case for financ-
ing the vehicles under the MUDRA scheme.

“There are about 15,000 autorickshaws

across the state, which are more than 15 years
old. When cities like Delhi ban these vehicles,
they end up getting dumped in Punjab. When
we try to stop them, it becomes a law and or-
der situation as these autorickshaw pliers
have unions, and they start agitating.
Moreover, itis anissue of their livelihood. We
do not want to take an extreme step so as to
make them suffer. Hence, we have come up
with this idea,” said Kahan Singh Pannu,
Mission Director, Tandrust Punjab.

Pannu said the government is in the
process of identifying these 15,000 autorick-
shaws plying on roads in different parts of the
state. “Our drive has already been initiated in
Ludhiana. We plan to finish with the identi-
fication process by March. By the end of this
year, we will see e-rickshaws replacing pol-
luting old vehicles,” he said.

The tie-up with manufacturing compa-
nies is to buy the old autos from the owners
and offer new ones on discount. “The old au-
tos thus bought from the owners would be
scrapped and sold to furnace units in Mandi
Gobindgarh. This will ensure that these vehi-

A ONCE CUT-OFF CORNER IN ODISHA IS CHANGING RAPIDLY

In remote Malkangiri, cellphones and roads are bridging distances

SAMPAD PATNAIK
CHITRAKONDA, JANUARY 5

AFEW kilometres from one of Odisha’s most
heavily guarded pieces of public infrastruc-
ture, 17-year-old Arjun Tangul of Badapader
village has a head start. Two months ago, he
opened the first mobile phone and acces-
sories shop inan area of 630 sq km, spanning
150 villages and 30,000 residents.

Arjun’s business is only three kilometres
away from the Gurupriya Setu, the 910-me-
tre-long bridge that connects Odisha’s re-
motest region, the previously cut-off parts of
Malkangiri’s Chitrakonda, with the main-
land. Thirty-two years after work com-
menced on the bridge over the Sileruriver,a
tributary of the Godavari, Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik inaugurated the completed
projectin 2018.

Arjun’s tiny shop, running out of a
thatched hut between 10 am and 4 pm, also
provides printing and scanning services for
passport-size photos and caste certificates

for his village and the many others. It sells
between one and three phones a month be-
cause of “slow Internet that is only good
enough to see Google Maps”, he says.

Still, access to Google Maps means a lot
to Arjun and his friends. It helps them calcu-
late distances to their destinations and ac-
cordingly purchase petrol sold by non-tribal
settlers in these villages in used water bot-
tles at Rs 10 above pump prices per litre.

Amobile phone shop in the heart of what
was once a Naxal stronghold is a “miracle”,
say local people. The Maoists either disap-
proved of these devices, or ordered an out-
right ban on them. Earlier this month, a
handwritten message in Odia on a board,
purportedly by Left-Wing Extremists (LWES),
ordered people of Orapadar village not to
make or receive calls on their phones with-
out prior permission.

But others hasten to inject a caveat. “In
these villages, many things were done in the
name of Maoists. We had no way of knowing
whether something was a command or aca-
nard, but it was always safer to obey,” said a

Arjun Tangul, 17, in his mobile shop

visitor to the shop, declining to give his name.

“It is best to remain anonymous to par-
ticipate in a frank discussion about Maoists.
But this will change everything,” he says,
pointing to the newly-built road.

cles do not make their way into any other city
or state,” Pannu said.

Autorickshaws older than 15 years plyingil-
legally have been the most polluting vehicles
on Punjab’s roads. Most of these are not regis-
tered, and do not pay any taxes to the govern-
ment. Further, the drivers of these old vehicles
often do not have valid driving licenses. “Now,
everything will be taken care of. The govern-
mentemployees, manufacturing units and vol-
unteers of NGOs are already in touch with the
owners. With new vehicles, we will ensure all
legalities are completed,” said Pannu.

Pannu said the idea was conceived about
four months ago. The government got in
touch with manufacturing companies and
together with NGOs, they identified and sen-
sitised owners and drivers to buy an environ-
ment-friendly rickshaw. “If someone comes
at your doorstep to offer a new rickshaw on
exchange, that too for a vehicle whichisiille-
gal, half of the mission is achieved. Also, we
are offering a price for the old one. Otherwise,
those are not sold in the market. This will help
us achieve our mission,” said Pannu.

The new roads are changing the region’s
economy. A tale of two shops, situated
where Gurupriya Bridge ends, offers a good
example.

Dhiraj Byapari, 46, sits in his shop in
Jambai village with a wry smile on his face.
His shop, which sells an impressive array of
items from groceries to stationery and
clothes, “will go down in a matter of
months”, he says. Right opposite to him, Ajay
Mallick, 28, the owner of a tiny garage, is
elated about the bridge.

Dhiraj says in the pre-bridge days, his
strategically located shop saw the most
roaring business in the area because it was
a few hundred metres away from where
the boats carrying people across the water
used to dock.

“People would buy groceries on their way
back,” he says. When the boats ran late, busi-
ness was better. From among the crowd
waiting by the water, women would saunter
in to buy trinkets, while the children would
clamour for toys. Dhiraj says his shop used
to sell items worth around Rs 2,000 per day,
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“The price (of drugs)
should not exceed the
cost price by an
unreasonable amount’

THE GOVERNMENT should ensure that its
move to cap trade margins of medicines take
into account the cost price of the products,
and the final price should not exceed its cost
by an “unreasonable” amount, says K Srinath
Reddy, President, Public Health Foundation of
India (PHFI). Dr Reddy, who feels that
strengthening the country’s public procure-
ment system and capabilities of public sec-
tor enterprises is also important to bring
down prices, tells Prabha Raghavaninanin-
terview that any policy developed by the gov-
ernment should not be knee-jerk, and should
focus on ensuring affordability, availability
and quality. Edited excerpts:

How crucial are pharmaceutical pricing
regulations in ensuring access to quality
and affordable healthcare in India,
especially outside Tier-1 regions?

Withabroad band of health disorders, in-
fectious as well as non-infectious, affecting a
large segment of our population, we need to
ensure availability and affordability of these
medicines. The question, of course, is who is
actually going to be supplying them, who is
going to be paying for them and their in-
comes, the production dynamics as well as
the procurement dynamics, and then the
pricing issue. Ultimately, all of this will have
to converge to ensure medicines are available
to all who need them without imposing a fi-
nancial burden. That is ultimately the essen-
tial of universal health coverage overall.

Medicines are a very important factor in
that. We know that even out of the 55 mil-
lion persons in 2015-16 who were impover-
ished because of healthcare in India, 38 mil-
lion were because of the cost of medicines
alone. Given the fact that out-of-pocket ex-
penditure is an important contributor to
poverty, and that expenditure on medicines
is an important contributor to that out-of-
pocket expenditure, pricing, availability and
quality is important.

So, any government policy will have to
be tailored essentially towards ensuring all
of these.

The government plans to move towards
aregime of trade margin caps of
medicines. How effective do you think
this will be in curbing profiteering in
this industry?

It depends on how the ceiling is set. The
ceilings can be set arbitrarily, but if you can
actually get the cost of production very clearly
identified, and then you say cost plus (mar-
gins should be set from the basic production
price), then it becomes easier to fix it.
Otherwise, ceilings become very arbitrary
over a period of time.

.If it (the cap) starts from the (price at
which) manufacturer (has sold) to the dis-
tributor, you're trying to reduce the cost
along the rest of the value chain. Of course,
those costs do need to be reduced, but I'm
looking at the ultimate price.

I'm tracking backwards to the cost price
and I'm saying that the ultimate price should
not exceed the cost price by an unreasonable
amount. Previously, it has gone up to 1,000
per cent and even higher in some cases. So,
that’s where I'm saying it’s cost plus, but fix-
ing it at the cost. Along the distribution
chain...the more you shift to...sourcing
through public procurement, the number of
middlemen would be reduced. I know be-
tween the distributor and the retailer, there
are some costs that are affixed. And now, ob-
viously, how muchis the distributor required
is the big question to be asked.

What should the government keep in
mind when going ahead with sucha
move?

We do need much more information,
much greater transparency across (the value
chain)... One of the reasons I'm also a little
concerned is the fact that a number of our

but now sales have fallen to less than Rs 600.

Ajay, on the other hand, sees his business
expanding. “Now, more men here will buy
bikes. They will also invest in auto rickshaws.
[ will get to repair most of them. I can per-
haps hire more people”, he says, looking
around at his shop in a thatched hut on not
more than 25 square feet.

The prospect of roads is also reducing the
prices of essential items. Farmers in this pre-
viously cut-off region mostly grow ragi and
millets. Fresh fruit and vegetables were
brought over the water, and were costly.

“Now, prices of vegetables are going
down. People here like to eat vegetables like
cauliflower and carrots in winter, but we
could hardly afford them. Now, supply is
slowly increasing, and prices dropping,” said
aresident of Jantapai village.

Trucksrollinall day, carrying construction
material. The tribals are full of ideas like open-
ing dhabas to cater to the truckers. The poultry
in most people’s backyards, previously used
for domestic consumption, is now being re-as-
sessed as a source of income when sold to the

THE

PoLicYy INTERVIEW

K SRINATH REDDY

PRESIDENT
PUBLIC HEALTH FOUNDATION OF INDIA

Indian pharmaceutical firms are being taken
over by international industry. Now, our pri-
orities may be different from their priorities.
Our control systems may be not something
that they will appreciate, and they actually
may slow down the production of some of
the essential medicines and only focus on cer-
tain high profit margin medicines.

We need to ensure that our domestic
industry is protected, that we do not eas-
ily permit acquisition of well-developed
domestic industry by international profit-
seeking entrepreneurs, and also that we re-
tain, in some degree, public sector capac-
ity to brace for eventualities — where we
have to use compulsory licensing or pro-
duce drugs for neglected tropical diseases
— and keep that running... I think reviving
some public sector capacity is important.
Trusting our private sector, in terms of its
production and contribution of needed
drugs with assured quality (is important),
but encouraging them through adequate
controls to keep their prices low is also go-
ing to be important.

[ think one of the ways in which we can
actually bring about this change in price is
through pool public procurement... If the pri-
vate sector gets engaged in (schemes like) the
Pradhan MantriJan Aarogya Yojana, and one
of the conditionalities you lay downis thatan
empanelled hospital also should get (drugs)
only from the central or state’s procurement
agency..., then you're cutting down the cost
for everybody.

Over the last few years, we’ve seen policy
vacillations between imposing price caps
and easing price curbs to counter
shortages. What is the impact of such
changes?

Ideally, you should have a stable, rational,
and predictable policy which will guide both
the manufacturing sector as well as the health
sector which is procuring and using the med-
icines. However, it is also true that policy has
to be responsive to changing situations and
specific new realities.

Now, for example, if the API (key ingredi-
ent) prices have gone up, and if some price
revisions have to be made, then they have
to be made. But then that cannot be seen as
the only response. We need to ask the ques-
tion, ‘Why is our dependency on important
APIs holding us hostage?’, and (understand)
how we can actually avoid that situation in
the future...

A policy which only functions as a knee-
jerk response would be very harmful, both
from the point of view of the people who
manufacture, and for the people who oper-
ate the health system. So, I would certainly
want to see a great deal of stability in the way
we analyse and predict things and frame a
policy which is flexible, but not necessarily
oscillating or vacillating.

truck drivers, helpers and road contractors.

Development is also bringing conflict, but
with roads being built, tribals can walk up to
Papermetla police station, the only one in the
area, and register a report.

More people have begun to think about
concepts like property rights. “Earlier, land
disputes were not frequent. But now locals
have started thinking of land demarcation.
There are arguments about land boundaries,”
said Papermetla inspector-in-charge
Laxminarayan Muduli.

Budram Naik, 55, is the patriarch of a fam-
ily of six sons and two daughters, and adozen
grandchildren in Jantapai village. He says the
family farmed 30 acres of which 10 belong
to him, but he is worried that he has no doc-
uments to prove ownership. “Neighbours
can claimmy land as theirs. There have been
a couple of arguments,” he says.

CPM leader Ali Kishore Patnaik says that
lack of land pattas is also an obstacle to the
tribals availing government benefits. “The
state government must distribute land on a
war footing,” he says.
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ISRAEL
Netanyahu,in
apparent stumble,
referstolsrael as

‘nuclear power’

Jerusalem: In an apparent
slip of the tongue on
Sunday, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu de-
scribed Israel as a nuclear
power before correcting
himself with abashful nod
and anembarrassed smile.
Israel is widely believed to
have anatomicarsenal but
has never confirmed or de-
nied that it has nuclear
weapons, maintaining a
so-called policy of ambigu-
ityontheissue for decades.
Netanyahu stumbled at
the weekly cabinet meet-
ing while reading in
Hebrew prepared remarks
on a deal with Greece and
Cyprus on a subsea gas
pipeline. “The significance
of this projectis that we are
turning Israel into a nuclear
power,” he said, before
quickly correcting himself
to say “energy power”.

ITALY
Drunkendriver
rams into German
tourists, kills 6

Rome: A drunken driver
ploughed into a group of
young German tourists in
northern Italy early
Sunday, killing six people
and injuring 11 others,
[talian authorities said. The
deadly crashoccurredina
village near Valle Aurina,
near Bolzano in the Alto
Adige region, shortly after
1 am as the Germans —
who were between the
ages of 20-25 — gathered
to board their bus. The
largely German-speaking
autonomous region of
northern Italy, with its ski
resorts in the Dolomites
and quaintvillages around
Bolzano, is popular with
German tourists.

HONG KONG
Dozens held after
protest takingaim

at Chinesetraders

Hong Kong: Scuffles
erupted between police
and protesters in Hong
Kong on Sunday, with
dozens of arrests made, af-
ter thousands marched
near the border, shouting
pro-democracy slogans
and venting their anger at
mainland Chinese traders.
The demonstrators in
Sheung Shui tookaimat so-
called “parallel traders”
from China who buy vast
amounts of duty free goods
in Hong Kong and take
them back to the mainland
to sell at a profit. Locals say
it pushes up prices, over-
crowds neighbourhoods
and adds to growing ten-
sions between Hong Kong
mainland residents.

RENOVATION CHIEF’'S WARNING
‘NOTRE DAME NOT SAVED YET’

The French general who is overseeing the reconstruction of the fire-devastated Notre Dame
Cathedral says the Paris landmark is not saved yet. General Jean-Louis Georgelin told French
broadcaster CNews on Sunday that “the cathedral is still in a state of peril” after last year’s fire,
which destroyed its roof and collapsed its spire as the cathedral was undergoing renovations.
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SOLEIMANIKILLING: HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF MOURNERS POURINTO STREETS INIRAN

Iraqi lawmakers vote to expel US troops

US-led coalition halts fighting against
IS, braces for possible retaliation by Iran

NEW YORKTIMES
BAGHDAD, JANUARY 5

LAWMAKERS IN Iraq voted on
Sunday torequire the government
to end the presence of American
troops in the country after the
United States ordered the killing
of the Iranian leader of the elite
Quds Force, Major General
Qassem Soleimani, on Iraqi soil.
The decision to heed the de-
mands of angry Shia factions and
politicians came as hundreds of
thousands of mourners poured
into the streets of Iran to pay
their respects to Soleimani, the
most powerful figure in the
country after the supreme
leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamene:i.
The vote is not final until
Prime Minister Adel Abdul
Mahdi of Iraq signs the Bill. But
since he drafted the language
and submitted the Bill to
Parliament, there was little
doubt he would sign it.
Although the vote was 170-0
in Parliament, many of its 328
members, primarily Kurds and
Sunnis, did not attend the session
and did not vote, showing the di-
vision in Parliament on the de-
mands to oust American troops.
The legislation threads a
fine needle: While using strong
language demanding that the
government “end any foreign
presence on Iraqi soil and pre-
vent the use of Iraqi airspace,
soil and water for any reason”
by foreign forces, it gives no
timetable for doing so.
Meanwhile, the American-
led coalition in Iraq and Syria
halted its yearslong mission of

ISIS toregroup?

THE US halting its operations
against the Islamic State in
Iraq and Syria leaves open the
possibility that what remains
of the group in those coun-
tries will be able to reorgan-
ise, leading to a potential re-
vival of ISIS. The killing of
Qassem Soleimani is also
seen as a boost for the Islamic
State, as he was the leader of
the Iran-backed militias
which did, according to an
NYTreport, much of the
ground fighting to drive the
terrorists out of their strong-
holds in Syria and Iraq.
Moreover, after the killing of
Soleimani, the militias are
likely to focus most of their
attention on US troopsin the
region, giving ISIS further lee-
way to reorganise.

attacking the Islamic State and
training local forces in both
countries Sunday as US troops
braced for retaliation from Iran.

In a statement, the
American command said that
after repeated attacks on Iraqi
and American bases in past
weeks, one of which killed an
American contractor on
December 27, “we have there-
fore paused these activities,
subject to continuous review”.

SOLEIMANTI’'S BODY ARRIVES IN IRAN: Coffins of General Qassem Soleimani and his comrades, who were killed in Iraq by a US
drone strike, are carried on a truck surrounded by mourners during a funeral procession, in the city of Mashhad, Iran, Sunday. A

Anti-war protests across American cities

JAN WOLFE
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 5

GROUPS OF protesters took to the
streets in Washington and other
US cities on Saturday to condemn
the airstrike in Iraq ordered by
President Donald Trump that
killed Iranian military commander
Qassem Soleimani and Trump’s
decision to send about 3,000 more
troops to the Middle East.

“No justice, no peace. US out
of the Middle East,” hundreds of
demonstrators chanted outside
the White House before march-
ing to the Trump International

Hotel a few blocks away.
Similar protests were held in
New York, Chicago and other
cities. Organisers at Code Pink, a
women-led anti-war group, said
more protests were scheduled in

At a protest
outside the
Texas state
capitolin
Austin on
Saturday. AP

numerous US cities and towns.
Protesters in Washington
held signs that read “No war or
sanctions on Iran!” and “US
troops out of Iraq!”
Speakers at the Washington

Trump chose most extreme option, stunning officials

Decision taken despite dispute within administration over intel warning about imminent attacks

HELENE COOPER, ERIC
SCHMITT, MAGGIE
HABERMAN & RUKMINI
CALLIMACHI
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 5

INTHE chaoticdaysleading to the
death of Major General Qassem
Soleimani, Iran’s most powerful
commander, top American mili-
tary officials put the option of
killing him — which they viewed
as the most extreme response to
recentIranian-led violenceinlIraq
—onthe menuthey presented to
President Donald Trump.

They didn’t think he would
take it. In the wars waged since
the September 11, 2001, attacks,
Pentagon officials have often of-
fered improbable options to
presidents to make other possi-
bilities appear more palatable.

After initially rejecting the

Soleimani option on Dec 28 and
authorising airstrikes on an
[ranian-backed militia group in-
stead, a few days later Trump
watched, fuming, as reports
showed Iranian-backed attacks
on the US embassy in Baghdad,
according to officials. By late
Thursday, the President had
gone for the extreme option. Top
Pentagon officials were stunned.

Trump made the decision,
senior officials said Saturday, de-
spite disputes in the administra-
tion about the significance of
what some officials said was a
new stream of intelligence that

Al-Shabab attacks military base
used by US forces in Kenya

ASSOCIATED PRESS
NAIROBI, JANUARY 5

THE AL-SHABAB extremist group
attacked a military base used by
US and Kenyan troops in coastal
Kenya early Sunday, with US air-
craft and vehicles destroyed,
Kenyan authorities said. Kenya’s
military said the pre-dawn
breach was repulsed and at least
four attackers were killed.

It was the first known al-
Shabab attack against US forces
inside Kenya, a key base for fight-

At Camp Simba, Manda Bay,
Kenya. APfile

ing one of the world’s most re-

silient extremist organisations.
A plume of black smoke rose

above the base near the border

with Somalia, where al-Shabab s
based. Residents said a car bomb
had exploded. Lamu county com-
missioner Irungu Macharia told
The Associated Press that five sus-
pects were arrested and were be-
ing interrogated.

The US AfricaCommand con-
firmed the attack on Camp
Simba in Lamu county.

Spokesman Col. Christopher
Karns called al-Shabab’s claims,
including thatits attack inflicted
severe casualties, “grossly exag-
gerated.” There was no report of
US or Kenyan deaths.

warned of threats to US em-
bassies, consulates and military
personnel in Syria, Iraq and
Lebanon. Soleimani had just
completed a tour of his forces in
Syria, Lebanon and Iraq, and was
planning an “imminent” attack
that could claim hundreds of
lives, those officials said.

“Days, weeks,” Gen Mark A
Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, said Friday, when asked
how imminent any attacks could
be, without offering more detail
other than to say that new infor-
mationabout unspecified plotting
was “clear and unambiguous”.

But some officials voiced pri-
vate scepticism about the ration-
ale for a strike on Soleimani.
According to one US official, the
new intelligence indicated “anor-
mal Monday in the Middle East” —
Dec 30 — and Soleimani’s travels
amounted to “business as usual”.
That official described the intelli-
gence as thinand said Soleimani’s
attack was notimminent because
of communications the UShad be-
tween Iran’s supreme leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, and
Soleimani showing the ayatollah
had notyetapproved any plans by
the general for an attack. NYT

eventincluded actress and activist
Jane Fonda, who last year was ar-
rested ata climate change protest
on the steps of the US Capitol.

“The younger people here
should know that all of the wars
fought since you were born have
been fought over oil,” Fonda, 82,
told the crowd, adding that “we
can’t anymore lose lives and kill
people and ruin an environment
because of 0il.”

“Going toamarch doesn’tdo
a lot, but at least [ can come out
and say something: that I'm op-
posed to this stuff,” said protester
Steve Lane of Bethesda,
Maryland. REUTERS

EUINVITES IRANIAN
FOREIGN MINISTER
TOBRUSSELS

Brussels: Iran’s foreign minis-
ter has been invited to
Brussels, the European Union
said Sunday, urging a “de-es-
calation of tensions” in the
Gulf after US airstrikes that
killed a top Iranian general.
The EU'’s foreign policy chief
Josep Borrell made the offer
to Mohammad Javad Zarif
during a telephone call this
weekend. “Borrell invited the
Iranian Foreign Minister to
Brussels to continue theiren-
gagement on these matters,”
it said. A regional political so-
lution was the “only way for-
ward”, Borrell said, underlin-
ing “the importance of
preserving” the 2015 Iran nu-
clear deal. PTI

UK: U.S. HAS RIGHT
TO SELF DEFENCE

London: The US had aright to
self defence in killing Iranian
military commander Qassem
Soleimani, British foreign min-
ister Dominic Raab said. Asked
during an interview with the
BBC if the killing was legal,
Raab said: “There is a right of
self defence.” “It was General
Soleimani’s job description to
engage proxies and militias...
to attack Western countries
that were legitimately there
and in those circumstances
theright of self defence clearly
applies,” he said. REUTERS

Pak: Will not allow soil
to be used against anyone

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD, JANUARY 5

PAKISTAN SAID on Sunday that
it would not allow its soil to be
used against anyone, amidst rag-
ing tensions between Iran and
the US after the killing of top
Iranian military commander
Qasem Soleimani in an
American drone strike in Iraq.

“We will not allow our soil to
be used against anyone,” Army
spokesman Maj Gen Asif
Ghafoor was quoted as saying by
ARY News.

Airstrike on military academy
in Libya’s Tripoli kills at least 30

ASSOCIATED PRESS
CAIRO, JANUARY 5

THE DEATH toll from an airstrike
that slammed into a military
academy in Libya’s capital
climbed to at least 30 people,
most of them students, health
authorities said Sunday.

Tripoli has been the scene of
fighting since April between the
self-styled Libyan National Army
led by Gen. Khalifa Haftar and an
array of militias loosely allied with
the weak but UN.-supported gov-

PM ScOTT MORRISON’S UNWAVERING DISMISSAL OF CLIMATE CHANGE INVITES SCORN

As bushfires rage, Australia sees its leader as

LIVIAALBECK-RIPKA,
JAMIE TARABAY &
ISABELLAKWAI
HASTINGS, JANUARY 5

THE POSTERS have popped up
on streets around Australia,
showing the prime minister
looking very tropical: floral
wreath on his head, ocean-blue
shirt open at the collar.

“MISSING,” they blared.
“Your country is on fire.”

The immediate reference
was clear. The prime minister,
Scott Morrison, has been widely
castigated for taking a vacation
to Hawaiilast month, and trying

to keep it quiet, while Australia
was in the early clutches of one
of its most devastating fire sea-
Sons ever.

But the message went well
beyond one island getaway.
Angry and frightened,
Australians have been venting
their frustration with Morrison
over what they see as his non-
chalant and ineffectual response
to the disastrous blazes and his
unwavering dismissal of the
force that has made them so in-
tense: climate change.

With thousands fleeing east-
ern towns this weekend as fires
swept from the hills to the coast,
the inescapable realities of a

Morrison has minimised the connection between climate
change and Australia’s extreme environmental conditions

warming world were colliding
with the politics of inaction.

Morrison has minimised the
connection between climate

change and Australia’s extreme
environmental conditions, even
as the country just completed its
hottest and driest year on record.
He has derided calls to end coal
mining as “reckless,” prioritising
economic interests and loyalty to
apowerful lobby. He has opposed
taxing heat-trapping emissions or
taking other significant steps tore-
duce them, although amajority of
Australians say the government
should take stronger action.

And he signalled no changein
his policies evenas 24 people have
died, hundreds of homes have
been destroyed, and more than 12
million acres have burned, anarea
larger than Denmark.

The fighting for Tripoli
escalated in recent
weeks after Haftar
declared a ‘final’ battle

ernment that holds the capital.
The airstrike took place late
Saturday in the capital’s Hadaba
area, just south of the city center
where fighting has been raging
for months. The ambulance
service in Tripoli said the
airstrike also wounded at least

“The thing that strikes every-
one about the present situationis
the federal government’s disen-
gagement and lethargy, to put it
politely,” said Bill Hare, director of
Climate Analytics, a policy insti-
tute. “People are just bewil-
dered,” he added.

As the fire conditions wors-
ened over the weekend,
Morrison defended his govern-
ment's response and announced
a military mobilisation — one
that he quickly promoted in a
video on social media, drawing
widespread criticism. He also
denied that his government had
played down the links between
global warming and changes in

33 others. It posted images of
dead bodies and wounded peo-
ple being treated at a hospital.

The UN Support Mission in
Libyan condemned the attack.

TheTripoli-based government
blamed the airstrike on the self-
styled Libyan National Army.

The fighting for Tripoli esca-
lated in recent weeks after Haftar
declared a “final” and decisive bat-
tle for the capital. That followed a
military and maritime agreement
Tripoli authorities signed with ally
Turkey calling for the deployment
of Turkish troops to Libya.

missing in action

Australia’s weather patterns.

“The government has always
made this connection, and that has
never been in dispute,” he said.

The PM said he was unde-
terred by the anger at him. “There
has been a lot of blame being
thrown around,” he said. “Blame:
It doesn’t help anybody at this
time, and over-analysis of these
thingsis nota productive exercise.”

Morrison’s attempt at damage
control came as Australians have
been voicing a growing sense
since November, when the fires
arrived early and with far more
force than usual, that the govern-
mentis nolonger protecting them
inthe way itonce did. NYT

“Pakistan will not be party to
anyone or anything but willbe a
partner of peace and peace
alone,” he said quoting Prime
Minister Imran Khan.

His remarks came two days
after Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani on Friday said that
Afghanistan’s soil will not be
used against any nations as per
a Bilateral Security Agreement
signed between Washington
and Kabul in 2014.

Both Pakistan and
Afghanistan share border with
Iran, which has vowed to avenge
the killing of its top general.

‘Serious’ cyber
attack hits
Austrian govt

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
VIENNA, JANUARY 5

AUSTRIA'’S FOREIGN ministry
has been targeted by a “serious
cyber attack”, officials said,
warning another country could
be responsible.

The attack, which began
Saturday, was continuing on
Sunday and “experts say it could
last several days,” a foreign min-
istry spokesman said.

The interior and foreign min-
istries issued a statement about
the attack which started shortly
before 11 pm on Saturday.

“Dueto the gravity and nature
of the attack, it cannot be excluded
thatitisatargeted attack by astate
actor,” the statement said.

“In the past, other European
countries have been the target of
similar attacks.

Immediate measures have
been taken and a “coordination
committee” set up, the state-
ment said.

The attack came as Austria’s
Greens on Saturday gave the go-
ahead to a coalition with the
country’s conservatives at a
party congress in Salzburg, re-
moving the last obstacle to the
unprecedented alliance.

The German government’s IT
network was hit by a cyber at-
tackin 2018.

Last year the EU adopted
powers to punish those outside
the bloc who launch cyber at-
tacks that cripple hospitals and
banks, sway elections and steal
company secrets or funds.
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I-T notifies some returns for AY2020-21; simple I'TR not for those owning house jointly

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 5

CARVING OUT a separate cate-
gory for individual taxpayers in
the annual income tax returns
(ITRs), the Income Tax
Department has specified that
those having joint ownership
of a house property will not be
eligible to file the Sahaj (ITR-1)
or Sugam (ITR-4).

Notifying the two ITRs for
assessment year 2020-21, the
Central Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) also followed up on the

Budget announcement to man-
date filing of ITR-4 for those in-
dividual taxpayers who have
paid Rs 1 lakh in electricity bills
in a year or spent Rs 2 lakh on
foreign travel.

ITR-1 is the income tax re-
turn for individual taxpayers
having total income upto Rs 50
lakh and includes mainly
salaried taxpayers, while ITR-4
is filed by individuals having
business income, HUFs and
firms (other than LLPs) having a
total income of up to Rs 50 lakh
from business and profession
and filing return under pre-

ITR-4 FOR THOSE WHO PAID ELECTRICITY BILLS ABOVE ¥1LAKH

M Individual taxpayers
having joint ownership of
house property not allowed
tofile ITR-1 and ITR-4 for AY
2020-21. Only those with
one house property (single
ownership) can file these
returns. Currently,
individuals with one house

sumptive taxation scheme.
Though the CBDT has issued
two forms —ITR-1 and ITR-4 —

property file ITR-1 or ITR-4

M ITR-4 to record high-value
transactions, even ifincome
below exemption limit:
individuals who deposited
over Rs 1 crorein one or
more current accounts or
incurred foreign travel

for AY2020-21, the return filing
utility is yet to be activated, and
thus, a taxpayer who is re-

expenditure of over Rs 2 lakh
for self or others or spent
over Rs 1 lakh towards
electricity consumption.
Currently, exempted persons
entering into certain
high-value transactions are
not necessarily required to
furnish ITR

quired to file the return before
the end of the previous year
cannot do so until the return fil-

RISE OF OVER ¥4,000 CRORE IN SEPT 2019 FROM ¥10,006 CRORE IN JUNE 2019

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 5

THE DEPOSIT Insurance and
Credit Guarantee Corporation
(DICGC), the RBI subsidiary that
gives insurance cover to bank de-
posits up to Rs one lakh per cus-
tomer, is facing devolvement of
Rs 14,098 crore as of September
2019, arise of over Rs 4,000 crore
fromRs 10,006 crore inJune last.
According to data available
from the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), the extent of devolvement
on DICGC in the event of all the
banks ‘under direction’ or ‘weak’
banks going into liquidation or
ordered to be wound up would
be Rs 3,414 crore in the case of
state co-operative banks (StCBs)
and district central co-operative
banks (DCCBs), and Rs 10,684
crore in the case of urban co-op-
erative banks (UCBs), including
Punjab and Maharashtra Co-op-
erative (PMC) Bank.
Devolvement in the case of

BRIEFLY

UCOBank
optimistic of
exiting PCA

Kolkata: UCO Bank is on
track to come out of RBI's
Prompt Corrective Action
(PCA) framework in the cur-
rent fiscal, a top official said.
The bank s hopeful of bring-
ingdown the net NPA below
6 per cent in 2019-20 from
7.34 per cent as on Sept-
ember 2019, managing di-
rectorand CEO AK Goel said.
The framework is used to
put lenders with high non-
performing assets, weak re-
turn on assets and low capi-
taladequacyratioonashort
leash. Fund infusion by the
government will also help
maintain capital adequacy
required under the correc-
tive measure, he said.

Nov: Overseas
borrowing by
Indialncrises

New Delhi: Overall borrow-
ings by India Inc from over-
seas markets grew 6.5 per
cent to $2.12 billion in
November 2019, the Reserve
Bank of India data showed.
Domestic companies had
borrowed over $1.99 billion
inNovember 2018 from for-
eign sources. Of the total for-
eign borrowing in Nove-
mber, $2,11,53,22,022 was
raised via the automatic
route under external com-
mercial borrowing (ECB).

Sebiplans
holiday home
tie-up

New Delhi: Continuing with
its pro-employee initiatives,
the Securities and Exchange
Board of India(Sebi) plans to
ropeinanagency to provide
holiday home facility to the
regulator for its annual re-
quirement of 10,000 room
nights on pan-India basis for
its staff. Earlier, Sebi had in-
vited applications to hire an
agency for providing gym
instructors and trainers as
well asa firm to supply flow-
ersand lookafter floralman-
agements at its office. PTI

No RBI proposal to
govt yet on hiking
deposit cover

DEPOSITORS AND the Damodaran panel want insurance
cover to be raised — at least to Rs 5 lakh — so that
depositors can keep their deposits in a bank convenient for
them and get protection for their funds.

However, the government says no proposal has been
received from the RBI in this regard.

UCBs (which are ‘under direc-
tion’) accounted for a lion’s
share, with the figure rising from
Rs 3,427 crore to Rs 8,116 crore
by September 2019, mainly due
to the PMC Bankissue, data from
the RBIreveals.

The latest bank to come un-
der the RBI direction, PMC Bank
has public deposits of around
Rs 11,000 crore. However, the en-
tire deposit won't come under

the DICGC cover as a depositor
will get only Rs one lakh irre-
spective of the total deposit held
by the customer in an account.
After the collapse of PMC
Bank, there has been a demand
from several quarters that the
DICGC should hike the coverage
cap. The DICGC has Rs 87,995
crore surplus funds as of March
2019, with premium income of
Rs 12,043 crore in 2018-19

againstRs 11,128 crore a year ago.

The central bank says insured
deposits of banks which are ‘un-
der direction’ or ‘weak’ consti-
tuted about 0.4 per cent of the
total insured deposits of com-
mercial and co-operative banks,
as of end-September 2019. As a
percentage of the deposit insur-
ance fund, these deposits are
about 13.9 per cent.

“It needs to be noted that the
banks which are under direc-
tion/weak will go under liquida-
tion over a period, not together
at a particular point of time.
Weak banks may also witness a
revival,” says the RBI's Financial
Stability Report.

The DICGC has facilitated the
merger of 22 weak banks with
strong banks since 1985 (nine
commercial banks and 13 co-op-
erative banks). “However, the re-
covery rate of funds provided by
DICGC is not satisfactory,” the
RBI report further says.

With co-operative banks fac-
ing RBI action due to misman-

Collapsed co-operative banks: DICGC
facing devolvement of over t14,000 cr

agement and frauds, the bank-
ing regulator says it is taking
steps to integrate fraud report-
ing of non-banking financial
companies and UCBs in its cen-
tral fraud registry database.

Such interlinking would
serve as an invaluable resource
in effective fraud dete-
ction/monitoring.

“Banks are required to set up
specialised units to make use of
market intelligence and data an-
alytics and also put in place
transaction monitoring system.
In order to bring clarity, the role
and scope of forensic audit along
with timelines is also being ex-
amined,” the RBI report says.

Banking laws were made ap-
plicable to co-operative societies
since March 1, 1966.

Currently, there is duality of
control over StCBs, DCCBs and
UCBs between the Registrar of
Cooperative Societies (RCS) or
the Central Registrar of
Cooperative Societies (CRCS) and
the Reserve Bank.

Mistry ‘won’t pursue Tata Sons chairmanship’,
but will ‘protect rights of minority shareholders’

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 5

FORMER TATA Sons chairman
Cyrus Mistry on Sunday said he
“won’t be pursuing the executive
chairmanship of Tata Sons, or di-
rectorship of TCS, Tata Teleservices
or Tata Industries” despite the
National Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) order in his
favour. However, in a statement
Sunday, he demanded a seat on
the board of Tata Sons, the hold-
ing company of the Tata Group.

Mistry said the Tata Group’s
leadership, bothin conductandin
their statements to the world at
large, has shown scant respect for
the rights of minority sharehold-
ers in the last three years.

Hiss statement came after TCS,
Tata Teleservices and Tata Trusts
separately moved the Supreme
Court seeking stay on reinstate-
ment of ousted Mistry as director
of the three group companies.
Tata Sons had on Thursday ap-
proached the SC against Mistry’s
reinstatement as its executive
chairman asking the NCLAT order,
which termed conversion of Tata
Sons from public to private com-
pany as “illegal”, be set aside.

Cyrus Mistry said the
Tata Group’s leadership,
both in conductand in
their statements, has
shown scant respect for
the rights of minority
shareholders in the last
three years

Tata Sons chairman emeritus
Ratan N Tata also moved the apex
court Friday in his personal capac-
ity, asking that the NCLAT order
thatfound him guilty of taking op-
pressive and prejudicial steps
against the interest of the share-
holders of Tata Sons be quashed.

Stating that “the interests of
the Tata Group” are “far more im-
portant than the interests of any
individual” and he won’t be pur-
suing Tata Sons’ chairmanship,
Mistry said, “Iwill vigorously pur-
sueall options to protect our rights
asaminority shareholder, includ-
ing that of resuming the 30-year
history of a seat at the board of
Tata Sons and the incorporation of
the highest standards of corporate
governance and transparency at
Tata Sons.” He said the relation-

ship between the Tata Group and
the Shapoorji Pallonji Groupis one
spanning multiple decades that
was built on common agreement
and mutual faith. “Former Tata
leaders worked together with the
minority partner to create value
for all stakeholders.”

“As an 18.37 per cent share-
holder, it is in our own interest to
ensure the group’slong-term suc-
cess,” he added. Mistry was
ousted as chairman of Tata Sons
on October 24, 2016.

“My family, although a minor-
ity partner, has been a guardian of
the Tata Group for over five
decades. This legal fight has never
beenabout me. It has alwaysbeen
and will always be about protect-
ing the rights of minority share-
holders and upholding their right
to demand a higher standard of
corporate governance from con-
trolling shareholders,” Mistry said.

He said recent media reports
“attributed to Ratan Tataand oth-
ers questioning the NCLAT judg-
mentahead of animportant hear-
ing in the Supreme Court, profess
an interpretation of corporate
democracy as being one of brute
majoritarianism with norights for
minority stakeholders”.

“The question in these legal

proceedings is whether the op-
pressive actions of a majority that
stifles minority shareholdersis be-
yond reproach and outside judi-
cial oversight,” he added.

According to Mistry, globally,
and including in India, company
law has evolved to protect the
rights of minority shareholders
and strengthen corporate gover-
nance. “The Companies Act, 2013
has considerably strengthened
the statutory protections ac-
corded to minority shareholders
from oppressive conduct of the
majority shareholders,” he said.

Indeed, for corporate democ-
racy tobe strengthened, all stake-
holders must operate within the
ambit of law and statutorily en-
shrined protections. The founding
fathers of the Tata Group had laid
a strong ethical foundation that
cared for all stakeholders, he said.

“Itis time the group’s manage-
ment introspects and reflects on
its conduct asitembarks on future
actions,” Mistry added. “I am
humbled by the NCLAT order,
which after review of the enor-
mous material on record, recog-
nised theillegal manner in which
Iwas removed and the oppressive
and prejudicial conduct of Tata
and other Trustees,” he said.

‘Discoms’ outstanding dues to gencos up 45% in Nov’

Total outstanding dues owed by discoms to power gencos, rose around 45 per cent to Rs 81,085 crore in
November 2019 over the same month last year, according to the PRAAPTI portal

94,834 CRORE:

Amount owed by
distribution companies, or
discoms, to power
generation companies, or
gencos, in November 2018

{71,182 CRORE:

Total overdue amount not
cleared by discoms in
November 2019

41,503 CRORE:

Total overdue amount in
November 2018

180,635 CRORE:

Total outstanding dues on
discoms in October 2019

10,477 CRORE:

Total overdue amount on
discoms in October 2019

OUTSTANDING DUESAND
OVERDUES:

Gencos give 60 days to
discoms for paying bills for
supply of electricity. After
that, outstanding dues
become overdue and
generators charge penal
interest on that in most cases

PRAAPTIPORTAL:

The Payment Ratification
And Analysis in Power
procurement for bringing
Transparency in Invoicing of
generators (PRAAPTI) portal
was launched in May 2018 to
bring in transparency in
power purchase transactions

OVERDUES OF
CENTRAL PUBLIC
SECTOR GENCOS:

NTPC:X12,483.16 cr
NLCIndia:34,380.22 cr
NHPC:X3,165.11 cr

THDC India:
32,078.30cr

Damodar Valley
Corporation:
3936.59 cr

OVERDUES OF
PRIVATE GENCOS
ON DISCOMS:

Adani Power:
33,201.68 cr

Lalitpur Power
Generation Company
Ltd:32,212.66 cr

GMR:X1,930.16 cr
Source: PRAAPTI/PTI

MARKET WATCH

FPIs PULL OUT 2418 CR IN JAN SO FAR

New Delhi:Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) began the year with
profit booking as they withdrew a net sum of Rs 2418 crore from
the Indian capital markets in the first three trading sessions

of January. PTI

ing facility is activated on the e-
filing portal.

Other returns are expected
to be notified before the end of
this fiscal year.

Usually, the I-T Department
notifies the ITR forms in the
first week of April of the rele-
vant assessment year.

“There are two major
changes in the ITR Forms —
first, an individual taxpayer
cannot file return either in ITR-
1 or ITR4 if he is a joint-owner
in house property; second, ITR-
1 form is not valid for those in-
dividuals who have deposited

more than Rs 1 crore in bank
account or have incurred Rs 2
lakh or Rs 1 lakh on foreign
travel or electricity, respec-
tively,” Naveen Wadhwa, DGM,
Taxmann said.

In Budget 2019-20, pre-
sented in July last year, the gov-
ernment had proposed to make
filing of ITRs mandatory for cer-
tainindividuals evenif their in-
come is below the taxable limit
such as those depositing over
Rs 1 crore in current account,
those with over Rs 2 lakh ex-
penditure on foreign travel,
those spending over Rs 1 lakh

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

on electricity bills and any per-
son claiming benefits of tax ex-
emption from long term capi-
tal gains wunder various
provisions under section 54 of
the Income-tax Act.

Currently, a person other
than a company or a firm is re-
quired to furnish the return of
income only if his total income
exceeds the maximum amount
not chargeable to tax, subject to
certain exceptions. Therefore, a
person entering into certain
high-value transactions is not
necessarily required to furnish
his return of income.

Air India to clawback salary,
benefits of employees who
leave before stipulated period

“All such aircraft maintenance engineers would be
required to refund the cost of training, hotel expenses,
travel allowance/dearness allowance, salary for

the training period, and the opportunity cost of

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 5

STATE-OWNED AIR India has
warned Air India Engineering
Services Limited (AIESL) and air-
craft maintenance engineers that
if they leave the organisation af-
ter completing their aircraft train-
ing but without “completing their
stipulated bond period”, their
salaries and benefits would be
clawed back from them.

“All suchaircraft maintenance
engineers would be required to
refund the cost of training, hotel
expenses, travel allowance/dear-
ness allowance, salary for the
training period, and the opportu-
nity cost of training to the AIESL,”
an order from the office of Exec-
utive Director, Engineering, said.

Ifthe employee fails to pay the
said amounts, it will be recovered
from his final settlement, the or-
der said. In November, Minister of
Civil Aviation Hardeep Singh Puri
had informed the Rajya Sabha that
he had “not heard of any single
case where anybody has re-
signed” from Air India.

training to the AIESL”

OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ENGINEERING, AIESL

The Indian Commercial Pilots
Association (ICPA), however, in a
letter dated December 23, contra-
dicted the minister’s claims and
said that as Air India pilots were
being “paid only half of what
other air carriers are offering”,
most of the CAT 3B qualified co-
pilots were leaving to join other
private carriers. “We are losing
these experienced co-pilots to
other carriers who value them
and have understood theirimpor-
tance of their experience,” the
IPCA had said iniits letter.

The pilots association had, in
its letter, also said that since the
government had decided not to
extend any further financial sup-
port to the debt-laden national
carrier, they should be allowed to
leave the organisation without
serving any notice period. Air

DGFT asked to tighten
norms for accrediting
exporters with ‘star’ tag

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 5

THE REVENUE Department has
asked the Director General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT) to make the
system of accrediting exporters
with ‘star’ tag more robust as such
exporters enjoy many facilities, in-
cluding reduced customs inspec-
tions. The department based its
advice on preliminary findings
that some ‘star’ exporters were
fraudulently availing IGST refunds.
“There are instances wherean
exporter with over Rs 50 crore of
exports of readymade garments
has taken refund of Rs 3.9 crore
while the entity’s total GST pay-
mentincashwasamereRs 1,650.
In another case, tax payments in
cashwere Rs 51,201 while the ex-
porter obtained refund of Rs 9.59
crore. Itis believed that such cases
involve fake invoicing and fraudu-
lent tax credits, which have been
encashed through the facility of
IGST refunds,” an official said.
The department further said
there was a strong case for DGFT
to continuously (or annually) seek

a compliance and verification re-
port from other regulators or ob-
ligate exporters to produce statu-
tory records of compliance,
including certifications from
banks of “no NPAs”.

Star Export House exporters
are certified on the basis of export
performance (Rs 15 crore to Rs
5,000 crore FOBin the currentand
three preceding years). They are
extended certain benefits includ-
ing customs clearance on self-cer-
tification basis and exemption
from furnishing bank guarantee
under certain schemes.

“Of the 241 cases taken up for
detailed scrutiny, data of 82 star
exporters show that declarations
before income tax and GST are at
significant variance. Data match-
ing between income tax and GST
of the star exporters has also
shown that 40 out of 241 entities
have declared turnover from busi-
ness ranging from nil to less than
Rs 1 crore in FY18 and FY19,
whereas it is understood that an
exporter must maintain exports
of $3 millioninayearto beeligible
for the status,” the department
said in a letter to DGFT. FE

India, which has a debt of around
Rs 54,000 crore, has been strug-
gling to find buyers. Puri has ear-
lier also said that if the airline did
not find buyers, it would have to
stop all operations and shut down.

During another press confer-
ence on December 31, Puri had
said that though there were no
two thoughts that the airline has
to be privatised, the government
could not be “slave to deadlines”.

“AirIndiaisafirst-classairline,
but there are no two views that
privatisation has to be done. We
are not slaves of certain dead-
lines,” Puri had said. A senior Air
India official had on December 31,
however, warned that the airline
might have to to shut down by
June unless it finds a buyer as
“piecemeal” arrangements can-
not be sustained for long.

FM: Without
waiting for
Budget, we are
taking steps

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
JAIPUR, JANUARY 5

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
Sitharaman on Sunday said the
government has taken steps toad-
dress the challenges faced by var-
ious sectors without waiting for
the Budget.

She also said the GST collec-
tion, which crossed Rs 1 lakh crore
per month mark during the last
two months, will remain “good”
incomingdays. “The government
has been regularly taking steps to
help sectors which are facing chal-
lenges. Without waiting for the
Budget, we are taking the steps,”
she said ata press conference here.

Stating that the Centre does
not differentiate between BJP
ruled states and non-BJP ruled
states, she said that dues of states
were not being held back by the
Centre, and funds were being
given as per recommendation of
the 14th Finance Commission.

“The GST collection has gone
above Rs 1 lakh crore per month.
It will remain good in the days to
come,” Sitharaman said.

Govt’s FY20 spending seen lower
by X2 lakh cr; sharpest cut since FY15

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 5

WITH TAX revenue growth lag-
ging the required rate by a wide
margin, the Centre is all set to cut
the annual budgetary expendi-
ture for the current financial year
by nearlyRs 2.2 lakh crore or 8 per
cent from the Budget Estimate
(BE). The axe could fall on spend-
ing across most ministries, though
budgeted capital investment may
remain intact.

With actual expenditure this
year likely to be around Rs 25.6
lakh crore, or92 per cent of the BE,
the spending reduction from BE
level this year could be the
sharpest since FY15, when the
new Modi 1.0 government re-
tained the (slashed) expenditure
level of 92.7 per cent of BE esti-
mated by the previous UPA gov-
ernment in the interim budget.

While the NDA dispensation
has been focused on keeping the

NEARLY 8% OF
BUDGET ESTIMATE

B The Centreis set to cut
annual budgetary
expenditure for current
fiscal by nearly 32.2 lakh
crore or 8 per cent from
the Budget Estimate

B The axe could fall on
spending across most
ministries

headline deficit numbers under
check, unlike its predecessor; it has
alsolargely achieved it without ef-
fecting huge spending cuts (it is
another manner, off-Budget fi-
nancing of committed govern-
ment expenditure increased
sharply during the NDA regime).

The spending curbs being im-
posed now to avoid a big fiscal
slippage would, however, weaken

the one pillar of the economy;
government expenditure, that has
been holding the fort for other
constituents of the economy like
private investments/consump-
tion and exports that have lost
steam. Notably, the slashing of the
Centre’s budget spending comes
atatime when state governments
have alsoreined in their expenses
in the wake of revenue shortfall.
An office memorandum (OM)
issued by the Department of
Economic  Affairs, dated
December 27, states that expen-
diture in the March quarter of
FY20 would be restricted to 25 per
cent of BE against the norm of 33
per cent and that spending in
March should not exceed 10 per
cent of BE compared with the
normof 18 per cent. “Considering
the fiscal position of the govern-
mentin the current financial year,
ithas been decided to cap the ex-
penditure in the last quarter /last
month of the current financial
year,” the DEA said in the OM. FE
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THE SUPERPOWER SPLIT

Don’t be fooled by the trade deal
between America and China

The planet’s biggest break-up is under way
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U S President Donald Trump with China's President Xi Jinping at the start of their bilateral meeting at the G20 leaders summit in Osaka, Japan, in June last year. Reuters

ON JANUARY 15th, after three years of a bit-
ter trade war, America and China are due to
sign a “phase one” deal that trims tariffs and
obliges China to buy more from American
farmers. Don’t be fooled. This modest accord
cannot disguise how the world’s most im-
portant relationship is at its most perilous
juncture since before Richard Nixon and Mao
Zedong re-established links five decades ago.
The threat to the West from China’s high-
tech authoritarianism has become all too
clear. Everything from its pioneering artifi-
cial-intelligence firms toits gulags in Xinjiang
spread alarm across the world.
Justasvisible is America’s incoherent re-
sponse, which veers between demanding
that the Chinese government buy Iowan soy-
abeans and insisting it must abandon its
state-led economic model. The two sides
used to think they could both thrive; today
each has vision of success in which the other
lot falls behind. A partial dismantling of their
bonds is under way. In the 2020s the world
will discover just how far this decoupling will
go, how much it will cost and whether, as it
confronts China, America will be tempted to

SUMMER INFERNO

compromise its own values.

The roots of the superpower split go back
20years. When China joined the World Trade
Organisationin 2001 reformers at home and
friends abroad dreamed that it would liber-
alise its economy and, perhaps, its politics
too, smoothing its integration into an
American-led world order.

That vision has died. The West has faced
a financial crisis and turned inward. China’s
behaviour has improved in some ways: its
giant trade surplus has fallen back to 3% of
GDP. But it has an even bleaker form of dic-
tatorship under President Xi Jinping and has
taken to viewing America with distrust and
scorn. As with every emerging great power,
China’s hankering to exert its influence is
growing along with its stature. It wants to
be a rule-setter in global commerce, with
sway over information flows, commercial
standards and finance. It has built bases in
the South China Sea, is meddling with the
45m-strong Chinese diaspora and bullying
its critics abroad.

President Donald Trump has responded
with a policy of confrontation that has won

bipartisan support in America. Yet the China
hawks thronging Washington agencies and
corporate boardrooms share no consensus
over whether America’s goal should be the
mercantilist pursuit of a lower bilateral trade
deficit, the shareholder-driven search for
profits in American-owned subsidiaries in
China or a geopolitical campaign to thwart
China’s expansion. Meanwhile, Mr Xi oscil-
lates between grim calls for national self-re-
liance one day and paeans to globalisation
the next, while the European Union is un-
sure if it is an estranged American ally, a
Chinese partner or an awakening liberal su-
perpower in its own right.

Muddled thinking brings muddled re-
sults. Huawei, a Chinese tech giant, faces
such a disjointed campaign of American
pressure thatits sales rose by 18%in 2019 to
a record $122bn. The EU has restricted
Chinese investment even as Italy has joined
China’s belt-and-road trade scheme. China
spent 2019 promising to open its big, prim-
itive capital markets to Wall Street even as
itundermined the rule of law in Hong Kong,
its global financial hub. The phase-one trade

Australia’s bushfires intensify its
debate about climate change

The government that scrapped a carbon tax has no plans to bring it back

THE FIRES eased over Christmas. But as 2020
neared, Australia’s inferno blazed anew. In
the state of Victoria, thousands of people fled
to the seashore on New Year's Eve as bush-
fires ringed the coastal town of Mallacoota.
Samuel McPaul, a volunteer firefighter, died
earlier in neighbouring New South Wales
when a “fire tornado”, as colleagues de-
scribed it, overturned his vehicle. The federal
government has called in military planes and
ships to help evacuate people sheltering on
beaches in both states. Experts say the fires
are the most extensive in Australia’s history
and are far from over. They have sparked
heated debate about the impact of climate
change and the government’s equivocal
commitment to tackling it.

New South Wales is the country’s most
populous state and has suffered some of the
biggest losses: 15 lives and about 1,300
homes. The state’s bushfires have covered
almost 40,000 square kilometres, nearly the
area of Denmark. That is greater than the to-
tal area during the past three years’ fire sea-
sons. These usually start in October,

Australia’s mid-spring. In 2019 the fires be-
ganinJuly. Adrought that started in eastern
Australia three years ago had left plenty of
dry fuel. On December 18th Australia as a
whole had its hottest day on record, at
41.9°C. The fires have spread across the
country, at one point closing the highway to
the Nullarbor Plain that links Western
Australia to the east coast.

In early December former fire chiefs
called on the government to help organise
an emergency meeting to discuss the
growing threat of wildfires amid global
warming. Scott Morrison, the prime minis-
ter, had different plans. He took his family
on a holiday to Hawaii, without telling the
public. After an outcry, and the deaths of
two firefighters during his absence, he re-
turned just before Christmas. But he re-
jected requests to change the approach his
conservative Liberal-National coalition
takes to climate change.

The government’s climate policy takes its
tone from John Howard, a former Liberal
prime minister, who once dismissed calls for

action as “the latest progressive cause” and a
“substitute religion”. As the fires took hold in
November, Michael McCormack, the deputy
prime minister, blamed “inner-city raving lu-
natics” for linking them to climate policy and
Australia’s coal industry. Coal, a big source of
carbon emissions, is Australia’s second-
biggest export, and is used to generate al-
most two-thirds of its electricity. The coali-
tion abolished a carbon tax imposed by the
former Labor government. In place of this
market-driven mechanism it set up a public
fund worth A $3.5bn ($2.5bn), partly to pay
polluters to cut emissions.

Critics say such measures are inadequate.
Greta Thunberg, a Swedish climate activist,
cited the fires when tweeting criticism of
Australia’s climate policy. Mr Morrison re-
torted that he was “not here to try and im-
press people overseas”. As the fires raged,
some countries at a recent UN climate con-
ference in Madrid grumbled about
Australia’s apparent sleight of hand, involv-
ing the use of carbon credits linked to its
emission-reduction targets for 2020 as a way

deal fits this pattern. It mixes mercantilist
and capitalist goals, leaves most tariffs in-
tact and puts aside deeper disagreements
for later. Mr Trump’s tactical aim is to help
the economy in an election year; China is
happy to buy time.

Geopolitical incoherence is neither safe
nor stable. True, it has not yet inflicted a big
economic cost—since 2017 bilateral trade
and direct investment flows between the
superpowers have dropped by 9% and 60%
respectively, but the world economy still
grew by about 3% in 2019. Some businesses,
such as Starbucks’s 4,125 cafés in China,
need never be affected. But confrontation s
constantly spreading into new arenas.
America’s campuses are convulsed by ared
scare about Chinese spying and intimida-
tion. Rows blaze over athletes kowtowing to
China, naval docking rights and alleged cen-
sorship on TikTok, a Chinese app used by
teenagers worldwide. In the background is
the risk of a confrontation between the su-
perpowers over Taiwan, which holds elec-
tions in January.

Each side is planning for a disengage-

Smoke billows during bushfires in Bairnsdale, Victoria, on December 30, 2019. Reuters

of meeting its higher targets for 2030. Angus
Taylor, the energy minister, argues that be-
cause Australia produces just 1.3% of global
emissions, it “can’t single-handedly have a
meaningful impact”.

The fires are raising the temperature of
Australia’s climate-change debate. Mr
Morrison says climate change is just one of

ment that limits the other superpower’s
day-to-day influence, reduces its long-term
threat and mitigates the risk of economic
sabotage. This involves an exceptionally
complex set of calculations, because the
two superpowers are so intertwined. In
technology, most electronic devices in
America are assembled in China, and, recip-
rocally, Chinese tech firms rely on foreign
suppliers for over 55% of their high-end in-
puts into robotics, 65% of those into cloud
computing and 90% of those into semicon-
ductors. It would take 10-15 years for China
to become self-sufficient in computer chips
and for America to shift suppliers. Likewise
in high finance, which could serve as a ve-
hicle for sanctions. The yuan accounts for
just 2% of international payments and
Chinese banks hold over $1trnin dollar as-
sets. Again, shifting trade partners to the
yuan and winding down the banks’ dollar
exposure will take at least a decade, proba-
bly longer. And when it comes to research,
Chinastill trains its best talent and finds its
best ideas in America’s world-beating uni-
versities—at the moment there are 370,000

“many factors” behind the inferno. Greg
Mullins, a former fire chief, retorts that
these factors all relate to climate change. He
and fellow ex-chiefs still plan to convene a
meeting to discuss the problem, even if the
government stays aloof. “We’ll invite the
prime minister,” he says, wryly. Some busi-
ness leaders also want the government to

mainland students on campuses in the
United States.

Were the superpower rivalry to spiral out
of control, the costs would be vast. To build a
duplicate tech hardware supply-chain would
take $2trn or so, 6% of the superpowers’ com-
bined GDP. Climate change, a great challenge
which could provide a common purpose,
would be even harder to cope with. Also at
stake is the system of alliances thatis a pillar
of America’s strength. Some 65 countries and
territories rely on China as their largest sup-
plier of imports and, asked to choose be-
tween the superpowers, not all of them
would opt for Uncle Sam—especially if it con-
tinues to pursue today’s policy of America
First. Most precious of all are the principles
that really made America great: global rules,
open markets, free speech, respect for allies
and due process. In the 2000s people used
to ask how much China might become like
America. In the 2020s the bigger question is
whether a full superpower split might make
America more like China.
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adopt a tougher climate policy. Peter
Harmer, the head of IAG, an insurance firm,
speaks of an “urgent need for Australia to
prepare for and adapt to climate change”.
With no end to the bushfires in sight, such
calls are bound to grow.

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2020
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CROSSWORD 4007

ACROSS

1 Apttosteal(11)

9 Finishoff the job?(7)

10 Aplace where waiters are
forgotten? (5)

11 Spent American notes
(4)

12 Arch-supporter of comic
policemen (8)

14 Some variations in game line-
up (6)

16 Unnatural cunning
(6)

18 Crimes putone’slifein
jeopardy (8)

19 Alifetime of bridge
(4)

22 Side where the brightestis
best off (5)

23 Theendisnotinreach
(7)

24 He has no power to go over
people’s heads, but does
(6,5)

Down

2 Partthatis played?
(5)

3 Puttoflight right away (4)

4  Like better quietly to allude to
something (6)

5 Yourills may turn out to be
imaginary (8)

6 Leisure period gets cancelled
(43)

7 Anattraction to excursionists
onadiet?(74)

8 Hetakesinterestin his work
(11)

13 Call-up date wrongly issued
(8)

15 Heard improper golf score
isn’t sanctioned by official
rules(7)

17 One can’t go straight ahead
and make it (6)

20 Inshort, afinal result of a snap
decision (5)

21 Acase for sewers (4)

Solutions Crossword 4006: Across: 1 Oyster, 4 Haircuts, 9 Acacia, 10 Tropical, 12
Dodo, 13 Giant, 14 Firm, 17 First edition, 20 Indelible ink, 23 Beef, 24 Stage, 25 Well,
28 Armsrace, 29 Daring, 30 Nonsense, 31 Divert. Down: 10n and off, 2 Standard, 3
Evil, 5 Apron strings, 6 Rope, 7 Uncoil, 8 Salami, 11 Fiddlesticks, 15 Stand, 16 Folly, 18
Sideline, 19 Skylight, 21 Obtain, 22 Yeoman, 26 Free, 27 Taxi.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get

the answer for the given quip.

A___ishaving nothing to doand all day to doiitin. - Robert Orben (8)
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EGGUNT

ALCOVE

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

Difficulty Level 1s
Instructions

To solve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
must appear in each of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows and in each of the
nine boxes.

SUDOKU 4081

Difficulty Level
1s=Very easy; 2s =Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s=
Genius

TSSPDCL intends to float tenders for procurement of (a) 11KV, 3C X 300 Sq.mm XLPE UG Cable (b)
33KV, 1C X630 Sq.mm XLPE UG Cable (c) 11KV, 3CX185 Sq.mm XLPE UG Cable (d) 500 KVA 3-ph Cu
Wound Distribution Transformers with BIS EEL-3 (star 2) (e) E-Auction of various Scrap Materials
available in all District stores of TSSPDCL on e-procurement platform.

For further details, please visit www.tssouthernpower.com, www.tender.telangana.gov.in and

www.auction.telangana.gov.in Sd/- M.BALARAJU
Phone: 040-2343 1035, 1360 CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER (P&MM)

DEVI AHILYA VISHWAVIDYALAYA

Central Library Building, Takshashila Campus
DAVV, Indore - 452017

No. DAVV/ITC/2019-20/AMC/2 Date : 06.01.2020
Online tenders are invited under two bid system (Technical and
financial) for AMC of Campus Wide Network and Services.
Tender document may be downloaded on payment of Rs. 2000/-
at https://www.mptenders.gov.in ( main portal) and can be
seen at website www.dauniv.ac.in/tenders.php.

M.P. Madhyam/96329/2020 REGISTRAR

URBAN TRANSPORT DIRECTORATE,
UTTAR PRADESH

Office Address:
Room No.305, 3rd Floor, Urban Training & Research Centre & Directorate of Local Bodies,
Sector-7, Gomti Nagar Vistar, Shaheed Path Lucknow-226010

TENDER NOTICE
Procurement of 02 Nos. A.C./12M/ELECTRIC/Low Floor Fully Built Buses for Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh.

The proposed Buses should comply with the UBS-II Code and AIS 052 Bus Body Specifications for Urban Buses.
The tender format is available on E-tender website https://etender.up.nic.in and Urban Transport Directorate,

Uttar Pradesh website-www.uputd.gov.in.

Duly completed tender document should be deposited upto before 1500 hours Feb 04, 2020 by E-tendering only.

For further information please contact:
Joint Director, Directorate of Urban Transport

E-mail id: jdutdgoup @ gmail.com; Mob. No. 094150 49719 Ordered By
Sd/-
UPID No. 147175 Date 03/01/2020 Director

www.upgov.nic.in Urban Transport Directorate, Uttar Pradesh

SOLUTION SUDOKU 4080
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DAY TODAY

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
The current
passionate Mars-
Pluto relationship is
pushing you into
battles of principle, probably at
home rather than at work.
However, relations may not
wish to be the objects of your
crusading zeal. You might do
best to leave them alone to
make up their own minds.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
There’s a fairly
pronounced change
in planetary energies
this week, moving

from pure excitement and

drama to a situation which
combines the need for
adventure with sobriety and
caution: a tall order! Your
natural caution will come in
extremely handy.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
There’s little change
in the long-term
cycle for the bulk of
Geminians this

week. However, the rapid

movements of Venus and

Mercury point to a series of

intriguing fluctuations in your

personal relationships.

Meanwhile Mars indicates

rising tension, so keep the lid on

wilder feelings.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
It may be another
twelve months
before your seeds
which are sown now
come to fruition. However, you
should soon begin to see very
beneficial results. You can look
forward to the future with
hope, but in the meantime
you'd better pay close attention
to the details.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
The Moon arrives in
a powerful region of
your chart, bringing
aremarkable degree
of emotional strength. Play your
cards right now and you will
emerge as the dominant force
athome and the victorina
family struggle. Friends may be
falling out— and you’ll soon be
called in to play
the peacemaker.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
Your better Virgoan
qualities are all set to
flourish. You have
little choice but to
adhere to the self-sacrificing
tendencies that you would
rather forget. But that doesn’t
mean that you should let
people walk all over you. Far
fromit. By doing the right
thing you will attract loyalty
and respect.

Forensic Science Laboratory, Mahanagar, Lucknow - 226006
No. FSL-ST-TENDER/19-20/300 Dated: January, 01, 2020
Re- e-Tender Notice

Re- e-Tenders are invited from the registered tender from the below mentioned instrument from Forensic Science
Laboratory, U.P., Mahanagar, Lucknow.

Sl.  District Tender No. Instrument Name Qty. EMD Tender Duration of
No. (inRs.) Cost Work
(in Rs.)
1 2 3 3 4 5 6 7
1 Lucknow F S L - S T - Leica FSC Microscope (Servicing 01 3500/- 600/-  Conditions
TENDER/ 19-20 & Replacement of Parts) Apply

Bid Documents available on website http://etender.up.nic.in and http://uppolice.gov.in from Date: 09-01-2020
to 20-01-2020, which uploaded up to date 20-01-2020 at 12.00 hours. Technical bid opening date 21-01-2020 at
12.00 hours. Tender related more information is available on website http://etender.up.nic.in and
http://uppolice.gov.in . Sd/-

Superintendent of Police
UPID-147174 Dt. 01_3-0_1 2020 Uttar Pradesh Police Technical Services
WWW.up.gov.nic.in

U.P. Lucknow.

BY PETER VIDAL

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Challenging
planetary aspects
may set you on
edge, but

shouldn’t disturb your genuine

peace of mind. Perhaps you

will find welcome stimulation
in tense situations. A little
extra stress might be all

it takes to push into

finally achieving a

cherished goal.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Certain partners
have been very loyal
indeed and have
gone out of their way

to put up with your needs and

desires. However, you might be
wise to backtrack and make an
attempt to be more amenable. If
you have made a mistake at
home, now’s your chance to
make amends.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
You haven’t always
had a fair deal, but
that should soon
change. The stirring

impact of Mars, planet of

energy, on intense Pluto, is
arousing your righteous

anger. You will fight for your

rights, even if you're wrong!

Make sure you don’t pick

on an inappropriate

target, though.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Venus’ most
powerful
relationship today
bodes well for love,

but you do have to find the right

words to say what you want.

The impact on your life may

therefore be indirect, but no less

impressive, explosive even, for
all that. Look to close friends

for support.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
A perfect planetary
period for family
gatherings and
home entertaining
is now beginning. Hopefully,
you will make the most of
wonderful opportunities
and now have your memories
tolook back on. But it
may not be possible to keep
impatient partners waiting
forever.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
You can’t always
win the support you
deserve. Of course
there will be times
when you don’t see
eye to eye with loved ones, but
you must regard disagreement
as an essential part of daily
life. How boring it would be
if everyone shared the
same opinions.

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.
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SNAP SHOT

Blazing a Trail

THE YEAR 2019 was good for women in
Hollywood, where women made up 10.
6 per cent of directors of the top movies
last year, more than double the percent-
age in 2018. The number of women be-
hind the camera in Hollywood movies
jumped torecord levelsin 2019, with 12
directing top-grossing films including
Frozen II, Captain Marvel and Hustlers
(pictured). These findings were a result
of a study by the Annenberg Inclusion
Initiative at the University of Southern
California. Greta Gerwig’s Little Women
and Olivia Wilde’s Booksmart also helped
propel the record numbers.

Every Woman’s Story

Theatre production Daughters Opera touches upon
violence against women and issues of citizenship

A scene from Indo-Australian theatre production Daughters Opera

PALLAVICHATTOPADHYAY

WHILE ESSAYING the role of 39-year-old
Rubina Begum in the hour-long Indo-
Australian theatre production Daughters
Opera, staged in Delhi on Friday, Melodi
Dorcas from Chennai speaks in Tamil about
her plight, while shuffling through a plastic
bag full of documents. With floods and cy-
clones paying a visit to her state every year,
washing away many houses and forcing
many to reconstruct their houses, Begum
struggles to prove her identity every year.
Having no school education, most of her
documents have been washed away in the
natural calamity. All that she has is her mar-
riage certificate and the land that her hus-
band owns in the village. Another character,
essayed by Shilpika Bordoloi from Assam,
speaks of how her father’s name, Moinul
Islam, has been misprinted as Mohtab in the
voter identity card, much like many othersin
the country.

With its all-female cast, when Daughters
Opera’s director Anuradha Kapur was asked
if the opera hints at the proposed National
Register of Citizens, Australian librettist
Tammy Brennan points out, “Documents of
people is an issue the world over. Even in
Australia, for instance, in our indigenous cul-
ture, many people are born in settings such
as the deserts where there are no birth cer-
tificates. Soit s very difficult for them to have
identity documents; it was a common thread
of the current climate.” While Kapur, former
Director of the National School of Drama,
agrees that one is hearing more about docu-
ments today, she adds, “The common thread
is thatit was said on TV some months ago that
people who are completely dispossessed of
documents are mostly women. Whatever
documents she has is with the family, be it
her husband or father. If something happens,
she is left without anything, and that is true
across the world.”

Scenographer Deepan Sivaraman has

done a brilliant job of turning the stage into
a box moving back and forth towards the
audience, atop which most scenes unravel.
A group of women appear to be in a train
compartment, cutting vegetables on the go,
after a hard day’s work. The aim is to depict
the 24-hour work cycle that women have to
keep up with. A factory scene precedes this,
where women rush to finish their food in
the canteen. It’s interspersed with some mo-
ments of joy, as they sing Madhuri Dixit’s
classic song Ek do teen.

Kapur says, “What has been on our minds
a lot is that a woman in India and abroad
works 24 hours. She does her job, chops veg-
etables in the train, and later goes and cooks
them. It's economy, it’s invisible labour, but
they are constantly working.” Dressed in saris,
the actors soon switch into the role of women
labourers from rural backgrounds, laying
down bricks at a construction site.

The background voice echoesissues of in-
fanticide, forced labour and the violence and
traumas women and girls are subjected to.
Brennan reveals how the writing of Daughters
Opera'slibretto found its roots in the aftermath
of Delhi gangrape case in 2012. She says, “It
was the beginning of the research, it was the
provocation. Why was this story so powerful
interms of its reach? It went global. And these
acts happen to women every day around the
world, but they do not get the attention to en-
able them to go and find those men.”

The musical score is by award-winning
composer David Chisholm, who has utilised
the Portuguese guitar to bring out Fado, aim-
ing to look at another kind of violence apart
from gender violence. “It was about looking
at colonial violence. Portugal had adminis-
trative control over swathes of India for
around 500 years, in Goa and other regions,
and [ wanted to use that allegory,” he says.
Sound artist Marco Cher-Gibard from
Melbourne provides live music, with his ex-
tensive use of axes and saws on the guitar.
He says, “I see the guitar as a body, and this
was my way of inflicting violence upon it.”

A World of
His Own

Australian writer Ken Spillman on forging a
relationship with India, writing for children,
and the power of imagination

| actually do think that books are being read pretty much as good
as ever. Tento 15 years ago, people didn’t expect that would
happen and thought kids would be reading on devices. But they
are still in love with the physical book

KEN SPILLMAN, AUTHOR

Valley Bound

VISITTHE arid and dry locales of the Spiti
valley with “Light and Lines in the Middle
Land”, an exhibition which is a mono-
chrome journey through the Spiti Valley.
The exhibition has 25 pictures by Amit
Vermam who took them on a single, 10-
day trip through the Valley. At the
Convention Center Foyer, India Habitat
Centre, 9am to 8pm, January 8-12.
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SOUND MACHINE

Rage Against the Machine (pictured), a political
rap-rock band will headline Coachella music
festival in the US this year. The two weekend fest,
which starts in April, will also include acts by
Calvin Harris, 21 Savage and Lana Del Ray.

SURBHIGUPTA

AUSTRALIAN WRITER and historian Ken
Spillman, 60, may be based in Perth but he
shares a special relationship with India. His
first book with an Indian character and set-
ting, Advaita The Writer, in 2011, ended up
on CBSE’s recommendation list, and subse-
quent visits gave rise to other stories for
children and young adults such as
Daydreamer Dev, The Auto That Flew, Rahul
and the Dream Bat and No Fear, Jiyaa! With
more than 70 books, the writer has also en-
gaged with Australian social history, sports
writing, poetry and literary criticism. Back
home, he is regarded for writing history in
a lucid fashion and fitting it in a broader
context. His first major solo publication,
Identity Prized (1985), was on the history of
Subiaco in Western Australia, a region
whose history and institutions he had
widely documented in the last three
decades. He received international recog-
nition in 2009 for his Jake series of books
for early readers that has been published in
over 20 countries. He was in Delhi recently
for children’s literature festival, Bookaroo.
Excerpts from an interview:

Many of your stories and characters are
setin India.

[ had teachers of Anglo-Indian descent
who spoke lovingly of India. When I came
here in 2006, it was just casual, but I knew
within 24 hours that I would keep coming
back. But setting my stories here was un-
planned. It wasn’t until 2008 when [ was at
a residency here at Sanskriti Kendra that a
story came to me which had an Indian char-
acter (Advaita the Writer). I thought I'll just
write it but it will never be published, but
thenitdid. It gave me the confidence to write
more Indian characters.

Who are your favourite Indian writers?

That's another way I've familiarised my-
self with this country. Literary fiction from
India is my favourite. In the last 13 years,
probably two-thirds of my reading has been
Indian authors, and it really takes me inside
Indian families and different cultures across
the country. Some of the writers who made
me love India are Rohington Mistry, Anita
Desai, and I've enjoyed works by newer
writers like Anuradha Roy and Chitra
Banerjee Divakaruni.

And Ruskin Bond?

Oh, absolutely. When I first came to
India,  went to the children’s section at the
bookstores. I wanted to see what writers in
India were writing and I saw so many books
by Ruskin Bond. They were so wonderfully
constructed and the writing was so crystal
clear. I met him very briefly in Mussoorie.
Since then I've come to know so many
Indian writers. The writing for children and
young adults — that market has changed so
much and more quality work is being pro-
duced. Initially, there was a domination of
authors from the US and the UK, but now,
we see so many Indian writers.

WEEK AHEAD

Carry On

WATCH CONTINUER, a 2018 French film di-
rected by Joachim Lafosse. The film is the
story of Sibylle, a divorced mother who takes
her son on a long journey through
Kyrgyzstan, with two horses as their only
companions. The mother and her son face a
natural environment which is splendid and
hostile and dangerous. At the Alliance
Francaise, Lodhi Estate, January 9, 6.30 pm.

Strumming Sound

TAKE A break from your mid-week blues
with a performance by Wanderlust, a band
which has roots in good old rock-n’-roll and
the blues. Four members of the band will
play original music as well as classics like Eric
Clapton, Stevie Ray Vaughan, Muddy Waters,
Robert Johnson, Gary Moore and Led
Zeppelin. At The Piano Man Jazz Club,
Safdarjung Enclave. January 8,9 pm onwards.

‘South Asians aren’t often painted as desira

Writer-actor Vishaal Reddy on creating Insomnia, a show that finally puts the spotlight on the queer, desi lives in America

CHINTAN GIRISH MODI

IT WAS a misunderstanding that led to
Vishaal Reddy creating Insomnia, a web se-
ries about a queer American of Indian her-
itage. Reddy was once approached by aman
at a bar who thought he was an escort, and
when Reddy revealed that he wasn’t, the
man shrugged and suggested that this was
probably because Indians “do not do such
things”. It was a lightbulb moment for the
28-year-old New York-based writer-actor.
“South Asian characters aren’t often painted
as desirable on screen and stage, sol wanted
to flip the script and change that narrative,”
says the Tennessee-raised Reddy.

American television may have come along
way in how it represents South Asian charac-
ters,as well as characters who belong to sexual
minority groups, buta show like nsomnia, built
around a protagonist who is simultaneously
queer and desi, remains rare. In Insomnia,
Reddy, whoidentifies as queer, plays a bisexual
South Asian man named Nikhil who works in
publishing,and moonlights as an escort.Inad-
dition, he’s afflicted by the titular inability to
sleep. Laced with dark humour, the show

Vishaal Reddy; (right) in a still from Insomnia

weaves in conversations around racial discrim-
ination, mental health, sex work and queer
loneliness. Insomnia — directed by Michelle
Cutolo, with Milan and Dipali Goswami as ex-

ecutive producers — is currently streaming on
YouTube. Reddy raised funds through a
Kickstarter campaign, and the episodes were
shot using a hand-held camera.

Besides Reddy, other American-Indianac-
tors on the show are Aneesh Sheth, Nandita
Shenoy, Cheech Manohar and Piyali Syam. “I
find that many South Asian characters in me-

dia are totally whitewashed or are caricatures
of who we are as people. I wanted to strike a
balance with those elements,” says Reddy,
who has also worked in theatre.

His parents, who are from Hyderabad, en-
sured that Reddy spent most summer vaca-
tions in India to keep in touch with his roots,
and there’s a clear nod to his upbringing in
Reddy’s show: Nikhil speaks a bit of Telugu.
He eats idlis for breakfast, wears a Ganesha
pendant to honour the memory of his mother
who chose death by suicide, and lives with an
aunt battling multiple sclerosis. While the
family has its own share of drama, the show
does not stereotype desi parents as people
who stigmatise non-heteronormative sexu-
ality. Importantly, the story of Nikhil's coming
out is not part of the show. Viewers are intro-
duced to him as someone who is already
comfortable with his sexuality.

The pride in his heritage, Reddy says, is not
out of compulsion butisanact of agency. That
is why, with Insomnia, he decided to create a
show that would hire a lot of South Asian tal-
ent. “Even for my crew, I made sure that most
of them were of colour and that there were
many women on the set,” he says.

While Reddy says that lots of queer South

Ken Spillman Amit Mehra; (above) covers
of his books

Authors these days are writing more
about difficult issues.

That'’s true, especially for the 12+ reader-
ship. It’s really necessary because it’s one of
the ways you can build resilience by expo-
sure, and a safe place to do so is through
books. In Advaita, I took her into a place of
such pain of homesickness. She’s in a resi-
dential school and missing home, family,
friends, her bookshelves, and Delhi. I take the
reader to a place of home through imagina-
tion. That's one of the reasons I'm so enthu-
siastic about the series Daydreamer Dev, be-
cause in the stories he can go anywhere
through the wings of imagination. For me,
asanauthor, it's wonderful because I haven’t
been to those places.

Do you think children are reading
enough these days?

I actually do think that books are being
read pretty much as good as ever. Ten to 15
years ago, people didn’t expect that would
happen and thought kids would be reading
on devices. But they are still in love with the
physical book.Ialso think children should be
given options with books, instead of saying
they must read a particular one. This way
they will enjoy it and read more.

What are the new issues, and the kind of
characters you want to write about?

What I've discovered with Daydreamer
Dev is that I've always loved travelling, and
these are places I've haven't been to — the
Mt Everest, Sahara and Amazon — I can vir-
tually go there with the power of imagina-
tion. I would like to do more of that. I've
been asking children about where they
would like Dev to go, and some suggested
the space. The other place popular with
them is the volcano. I would also like
to write about the environment. Dev may
go to Antarctica, may be the North Pole,
where global warming will become a part
of his learning.

What is your next book about?

I'm working on a picture book to be pub-
lished by Pickle Yolk, called My Upside Down
World. It's about a girl and her family, who is
handed down an old map. Her brother, who
isa bit of a nuisance, has turned the map up-
sidedown and it seems like her own world is
upside down. It’s ultimately about how fam-
ilies live in their own little worlds but come
back together when it really matters.

Reggae Beats

LISTEN TO musical duo of Sara Lugo & Supa
Mana for an evening in Delhi. Influenced
by artistes such as Lauryn Hill, India Arie
and Erykah Badu, their sound is fresh and
earnest. Presented by District India in col-
laboration with the German Embassy. D]
MoCity of Reggae Rajahs will also be play-
ing an early selection. At Auro Kitchen &
Bar, on January 9, 8 pm onwards.

)

C

Asians have reached out to him, saying they
have felt ‘seen’ through the show, his focus is
on the misunderstood ‘B’ in LGBTQ+. One of
the episodes features a sequence about the
prejudice and humiliation that bisexual indi-
viduals face even within the queer commu-
nity. They are seen as promiscuous or as sex
maniacs. Reddy says, “Because society has
built up this idea that we must be straight or
gay, when people don't fit into this box, they
begin to question the mere existence of the
entity. [ am a bisexual man and have experi-
enced much biphobia through the years butI
am confident with who I am.”

Itis significant that Insomnia s setin New
York, a city with a rich history of queer ac-
tivism. It is also an attractive destination for
queer desis, who organise locally through as-
sociations such as South Asian Lesbian and
Gay Association of New York City. Reddy re-
marks, “It is vibrant, messy, resilient, and
beautiful all in one breath... I am also re-
minded that 'm lucky to live in a city where
queer people can express themselves in all
different forms freely, which is a gift.”

Chintan Girish Modi is a writer, educator
and researcher based in Mumbai
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Winter of discontent
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PCB REJECTS BCB PROPOSAL

Pakistan Cricket Board rejected Bangladesh proposal to
play just one Test in Pakistan, provided the second
match is held in Dhaka.

A second straight defeat, this time at the hands of Karnataka, has Mumbai clutching at the straws to save this season

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI, JANUARY 5

WITH A boundary, just under an hour af-
ter lunch on Day 3, Karnataka finished the
match. There wasn’t much celebration
from the visitors at the MCA-BKC ground
in Mumbai, for they made the win look reg-
ulation against a Mumbai team that has
won the competition a record 41 times. But
for the Mumbai outfit, which boasted a
strong batting line-up, there was a fair de-
gree of disappointment.

On Sunday, the hosts’ endured their sec-
ond consecutive defeat at home in the
competition this season. And it wasn’t en-
tirely a case where the Karnataka team
overpowered their opponents; the
Mumbai team was responsible for their
own downfall.

After folding out for a paltry 194 in the
first innings — which Karnataka answered
witha 218 and a 24 run lead - Mumbai fal-
tered to a score of just 149 in the second in-
nings to set a target of 126.

Mumbai never looked to be well posi-
tioned in their defence of the target as
Karnataka openers Devdutt Padikkal and
R Samarth ensured a 78-run stand for the
first wicket to set the tone. Padikkal in par-
ticular was in control of the run chase. He
used his feet confidently to carve through
the Mumbai spinners.

He slammed two sixes - the first just
about clearing the ropes at square leg fol-
lowed by a powerful strike over midwicket
thatlanded in a swimming pool outside the
ground. The talented 19-year-old left-han-
der was finally undone in the first over af-
ter lunch, when he was trapped LBW off
spinner Shashank Attarde, bringing an end
to a well-constructed 46-ball 50.

The Mumbai bowler was easily the
most consistent performer for the hosts
over the two innings. The 28-year-old, in
only his second Ranji Trophy match, picked
up a five-wicket haul in the first innings
and then started to help himself to more
wickets in the second. On a pitch that al-
lowed him to turn his deliveries, he man-
aged to pick up four quick wickets in the
second innings. But since a star-studded
Mumbai batting outfit failed to put on a de-
cent target, there was not much chance for
Attarde to help his team.

The last hope

The day started with Mumbai continu-
ing their second innings hoping that
overnight batsman Sarfaraz Khan could
add more runs with the team’s tail-enders.
With opener Prithvi Shaw being ruled out
mid-way through the match, after suffer-
ing from a shoulder injury on the opening
day, the hosts were short of one batsman.
Later skipper Suryakumar Yadav explained
that Shaw’s injury was so severe that he
was “unable to lift a plate during lunch.”

Hopes were now on Khan to salvage a
score. He started the day batting on 53 and
eventually remained unbeaten on 71 after
running out of partners.

Karnataka’s left arm seamer Prateek
Jain was responsible of taking the four re-
maining wickets that packed up the
Mumbai team. He got Attarde early
through a catch at slips, bowled Tushar
Deshpande, got Deepak Shetty out caught
behind, and then bowled Royston Dias to
end the Mumbai innings.

And it was the Karnataka bowling
which did the trick for the visitors. They
read the pitch conditions well, opting for
four pacers when skipper Karun Nair won
the toss and put Mumbai in to bat.

For Mumbai though, Yadav explained it
was a lack of application that caused the
downfall. "Like against Railways in our last
match, we failed to score big due to lack of
application. We could have done better in
all departments. We failed as a unit. Maybe
in the first innings we could have batted
better and got a 20-run lead and in the sec-
ond got those extra 50 runs,” Yadav rued

NEew HOPE

Devdutt Padikkal’'s composed half-century steered Karnataka to a five-wicket win over bitter rivals Mumbai. Pradip Das

LANDMARK MATCH

Karnataka
registered their
200th victoryin

the Ranji Trophy. They are the
second team to enter the double-
hundred club after record
champions Mumbai, who they
beat on Sunday.

It’s the fourth time in
their last six meetings
that Karnataka has

beaten Mumbai outright. Since
2013-14, Karnataka has an
unbeaten record over them.

after the match. But Mumbai’s problems
are yet to find an end. With two losses in
three matches this campaign, three play-
ers from the squad are expected to travel
for the India A tour of New Zealand, includ-
ing captain Yadav.

But he isn’t too concerned. “Players
coming in can fill in our (missing players’)
shoes. I will tell them to forget what has
happened and focus on the next game
(against Tamil Nadu in Chennai from
January 11) and come back stronger,” he re-
marked.

Karnataka, meanwhile, kept their

record against Mumbai in the past five
years in tact—never losing outright against
Mumbai in a Ranji Trophy tie.
BRIEF SCORES: Mumbai 194 and 149/9
(Sarfaraz Khan 71 not out, Shams Mulani
31; Prateek Jain4-11)lost to Karnataka 218
and 129/5 (Devdutt Padikkal 50, R Samarth
34; Shashank Attarde c4-52). Karnataka 6
points, Mumbai O points.

Vengsarkar and Muzumdar weigh
in: Time for some tough decisions

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI, JANUARY 5

DILIP VENGSARKAR and Amol Muzumdar
have called for 'tough decisions' following
Mumbai's Ranji Trophy team's second
straight outright loss at home. On Sunday,
the former champions lost to Karnataka by
five wickets. This had come on the back of
their 10-wicket loss to the Railways.

Neither Vengsarkar nor Muzumdar -
who have both captained Mumbai in the
past - can remember of such tepid capitu-
lations during their tenures. Going forward,
they reckon that it’s time for selectors to
make some bold decisions and ensure play-
ers don't take their spot for granted.

“It’s hard to pinpoint where and why
Mumbai’s batting line-up has failed, be-
cause it has been our strength over the
years,” Vengsarkar opined.

“I feel some changes need to be made.
Nobody can take their place in the team for
granted. | am not talking about wholesale
changes, but a few players need to be
shown the door.”

Mumbai have historically known to be
a formidable batting team boasting of the
likes of Ajit Wadekar, Sunil Gavaskar,
Sachin Tendulkar, Wasim Jaffer, Vengsarkar
and Muzumdar. Even the current crop of
players includes stalwarts such as Rohit
Sharma and India’s Test vice-captain
Ajinkya Rahane. Of late, however, the
team’s batting has been going through a

rather lean patch. Just to put things into
perspective, in the last four innings, they
have failed to cross the 200-run mark, with
Rahane, their most experienced batsman,
managing scores of just 5, 8, 7 and 1.
Talented young opener Prithvi Shaw, who
was retired hurt in the second innings
against Karnataka compiled scores of 12,
23 and 29 in the last three innings, while
seasoned wicketkeeper Aditya Tare could
only muster scores of 4, 14, 0, 6. Siddhesh
Lad didn't fare any better. His scores read
14, 8,4, 4. Amidst this sordid tale, only their
captain Suryakumar Yadav managed to im-
press with the bat thus far.

Against Karnataka, Mumbai were 59/5
in the first innings and then were tottering
at 26/4 in the second, as the top order drew
blanks. “The batting has been terrible this
season, but [ am an optimistic guy. I still feel
there is enough potential in the dressing
room. But some tough decisions need to be
taken,” Muzumdar said.

“It's not the end of the world if tough
decisions are taken. Tough decisions have
been made in the past, but it’s up to the se-
lectors now.”

Eye on the future

With respect to making changes to the
team line-up, Vengsarkar is of the opinion
that selectors may want to call-up some of
the players from the Under-23 team in or-
der to prepare the squad for the long term.
“Selectors should look to find a perfect
combination for the future,” he added.

| feel some changes need to be
made. Nobody can take their
place lightly. | am not talking
about wholesale changes, but a
few players need to be shown the
door.”

DILIP VENGSARKAR

Muzumdar meanwhile, expressed con-
cern at the way the team has fared. “Two
back-to-back defeats hurt. If this doesn't
hurt them, then there is something wrong
with the players and the system. When you
see such scores, you ask what is going on.
Something needs to be done,” he said.

Muzumdar reckoned that players need
to shoulder the responsibility of finishing
the game. He also expressed surprise over
the way Shaw was sent to the National
Cricket Academy (NCA) in Bengaluru on the
second day of the match after injuring his
shoulder.

As a result, the opener didn't turn out
to bat in the second innings, forcing
Mumbai to play with just 10 batsmen. “I
was surprised to see Shaw being sent to
NCA in the middle of the game. He has also
got the responsibility to complete the
match,” Muzumdar pointed out.

“He is in the middle of a Ranji Trophy
match, and I will not agree to anything that
has been said. I can understand if he is in
hospital, but he needs to stay in the match.
You cannot pull the plug.”

ROUND-UP

Ranaand Shorey
fortify Delhi

NITISH RANA and Dhruv Shorey bat-
ted out of their skins to help Delhi gain
a slim 26-run lead over Punjab. After
Shorey's 96 on day two, Rana (92 off
189) batted sensibly alongside Jonty
Sidhu (41) to take Delhi past Punjab's
firstinnings score of 313 and end their
first innings at 339. After a spirited
showing with the bat, pacers ex-
tended Delhi's advantage, especially
the young Opener Shubman Gill (4),
who courted controversy in the first
innings by arguing with the on-field
umpire, failed for the second time in
the game.

BRIEFSCORES (INMOHALI): Punjab
313 & 44/4 in 13 overs lead Delhi 339
all out in 115.5 overs (Shorey 96, Rana
92; Markande 3/77) by 18 runs.

Meriwala continues
his merry ways

LEFT-ARM seamer Lukman Meriwala
nabbed his career-best figures of 6/25in
Baroda's 99-win over Railways.
Required to chase down a modest total
of 201 on a relatively placid surface,
Meriwala sliced through the top-order
as Railways were shot out for a paltry
101. In two games, the 28-year-old has
so far plucked 16 wickets at an average
of 10.

BRIEF SCORES (IN VADODARA):
Baroda 201 and 98 beat Railways 99
and 101 (Karn Sharma 38; L Meriwala
6-25, A Sheth 3-43) 99 runs. Baroda 6
points, Railways 0 points.

Five each for Pathania
and Pandey

AFTER BEING bowled out for 44,
Maharahstra was literally out of the
game against Railways. They batted
marginally better in the second innings,
scoring 103 more runs than that they'd
managed in the first. But a first-innings
deficit of 241 runs was always going to
beimpossible,and they eventually sur-
rendered by an innings and 94 runs.
This time around, Diwesh Pathaniaand
Sachidananda Pandey were the de-
stroyers, sharing the bounty between
themselves.

BRIEF SCORES (IN PALAM):
Maharashtra 44 & 147 in 48.1 overs
(Naushad Shaikh 40; Diwesh Pathania
5/49, Sachidanand Pandey 5/56)lost to
Services 285 by aninnings and 94 runs.
Services: 7 points, Maharashtra: 0.

Hussainstarsin

Assamwin

ASSAM PILED more agony on
Uttarakhand, who stumbled to their
fourth defeat in as many as games this
season. If it was Ranjit Mali who de-
stroyed them in the firstinnings, it was
his medium-pace accomplice Mukhtar
Hussain whowrecked them in the sec-
ond with an effort thatread 12-7-15-6.
BRIEF SCORES (IN DEHRADUN):
Assam 284 bt Uttarakhand 121 & 83
(Mukhtar Hussain 6/15, Ranjit Mali
4/27)by aninnings and 90runs.177/4in
67 overs.

TN respond strongly

THOUGH TAMIL Nadu limped to 180
in their first innings, a spirited bowl-
ing effort has them sniffing at a lead.
Inreply, Uttar Pradesh were 170 for 9.
The hosts were at one point 51/5 be-
fore the in-form Mohammad Saif en-
gineered their recovery with an 89-
run sixth-wicket partnership with
Upendranath Yadav.

BRIEF SCORES (IN KANPUR): Tamil
Nadu 180 lead Uttar Pradesh 170/9
(Mohammed Saif 77, T Natarajan 3-23,
Sai Kishore 2-38) by 10 runs.

Taking lessons from the rough side of life, Akash roughens up Gujarat

Akash Deep demonstrated his wares in
a his career-best 4-43 verses Gujarat.

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
KOLKARA, JANUARY 5

AKASH DEEP, the up-and-coming Bengal
medium-pacer, has heartbreaking tales to
tell. He was forced to stop his cricket for
three years, when his father had a paralytic
attack. His father lost the battle and soon
after his passing, Akash also lost his elder
brother. Then, last year, he suffered a ca-
reer-threatening back injury. Akash is 23.

He is Bengal’s new fast-bowling hope,
along with Ishan Porel. He is a 135kph
bowler with the potential to bowl consis-
tently at 140 if he works on his fitness, en-
durance and  strength-building.
Mohammed Shami, one of Akash’s idols, is
aliving proof of how prioritising fitness can
transform a fast bowler.

The Ranji Trophy match between
Bengal and Gujarat at Eden Gardens has
lost all appeal, blame it on bad weather and
bad light. Only 65 overs of play have been
possible over three days. On the third day

though, the bowling of Akash and Porel
brightened up a dull morning. They shared
seven wickets in Gujarat’s first innings.
Akash, for awhile, outshone Porel. He now
has seven wickets in two innings — three
wickets against Andhra — in the Ranji
Trophy.

Akash’s father Ramji Singh was a
teacher at Sasaram in Bihar. He didn’t want
his son to become a cricketer. “My father
didn’t like me playing cricket. Bihar was out
of the Ranji Trophy then and cricket didn’t
offer a bright future. Hum chhup, chuup ke
khelte the (1 used to play cricket secretly),”
he said after the day’s play on Sunday.

In 2010, Akash came to Durgapur in
Bengal from his village and started staying
with his uncle. At a local academy, he got
in as a batsman. But as he was gaining
height, he turned to fast bowling.

The family tragedies sent him back to
his village. Three years ago, upon his return
to Durgapur, his uncle’s son worked up a
Kolkata connection and Akash joined the
United Club in the CAB first division league.

A year later he got picked for Bengal U-23
and as Ashok Dinda was dropped from the
senior Bengal team following a row with
the team’s bowling coach Ranadeb Bose,
the youngster made his Ranji Trophy de-
but against Andhra in the last game.

Revelling in helpful conditions

Today, he revelled in helpful conditions.
Priyank Panchal’s wicket was the highlight
of his first spell. Panchal, Gujarat’s most ac-
complished batsman and their wall of re-
sistance, was playing beautifully.

Akash cleaned the pedigreed opening
batsman with a delivery that moved late
off the seam. Later, with great satisfaction,
he recalled the dismissal. “He (Panchal)is
either fully forward or fully back. So the
idea clearly was to bowl full on the fourth
stump line and tempt him to play away
from his body,” Akash elaborated.

The delivery that dismissed the Gujarat
opener was full on the fourth stump line.
Panchal attempted an extravagant cover
drive, but the ball jagged back off the deck,

went through the gate and took the off
stump.

Three balls previously, Akash had cas-
tled another set batsman, Samit Gohel,
with a similar delivery, an in-ducker.

“He (Akash) has the ability to dismiss
set batsmen. He has pace. Yes, he is a little
inconsistent, but he will improve with ex-
perience,” Bengal head coach Arun Lal ob-
served. Consistency would be very impor-
tant for Akash on placid pitches.

Move on Dinda

Akash’s emergence is a reason why
Bengal have decided to move over the sea-
soned Dinda, who has been far from his de-
ceptive best in the last few years. He had
clearly looked knackered in the last few
games, bereft of his old pace and brisk
movement. At 35, age was clearly telling on
Dinda in the last season. So the plan was to
thrust more responsibilities on their young
pack of bowlers.

The youngster looked comfortable with
the white ball also, in the Syed Mushtaq Ali

Akash Deep has the ability to
dismiss set batsmen. He has
pace. Yes, heis alittle
inconsistent, but he will improve
with experience.”

RANADEB BOSE
BENGAL COACH ON YOUNG PACER AKASH DEEP

Trophy, where he took eight wickets from
seven matches at an average of a little over
18. With Akash emerging and Porel im-
proving, the Bengal fast bowling at the mo-
ment appears to be in good hands. And
their partnership will be vital in making
Bengal a force to be reckoned with again.

For the record, Gujarat rallied after be-
ing reduced to 120/7, thanks to an unbro-
ken 49-run partnership between Rujul
Bhatt and Roosh Kalaria for the eighth
wicket.

BRIEF SCORES: Gujarat 169/7 (Priyank
Panchal 40, Roosh Kalaria 33 not out; Akash
Deep 4/43, Ishan Porel 3/54)



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, JANUARY 6,2020

Nice Garry leaves
nice quysin shade

Australia take control of the third Test against Black
Caps after off-spinner Nathan Lyon takes five

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
SYDNEY, JANUARY 5

AUSTRALIA TOOK a commanding 243-run
lead over plucky New Zealand in the third
Test in Sydney on Sunday, looking set for a
clean sweep of the series. The Australians dis-
missed the Black Caps for 251 to lead by 203
runs on the first innings before batting a sec-
ond time in a bid to build an overwhelming
total with two days remaining.

At stumps on day three, the hosts were
40 without loss with David Warner on 23
and Joe Burns not out 16, and were expected
to bat on for some time on the fourth day.
Off-spinner Nathan Lyon captured five for 68
to lead the Australian bowling attack, with
Kiwi Test debutant Glenn Phillips top-scor-
ing with a charmed knock of 52.

"We'reina very good position here," said
Lyon, who has now taken a career 385 Test
wickets. "A lot of work to do in the morning
and we have to see what lead we the bats-
men want to get to. It is pretty special to play
here in front of your home crowd, in front of
your family and friends. Nice to go up on the
honours board.”

Phillips, who only flew in on the eve of the
Test as cover for a team weakened by a virus
outbreak, was dropped twice and given are-
prieve when caught off a no-ball. Lyon put
down the two caught-and-bowled chances
when Phillips was on two and 17. The Kiwi
batsman dodged another bullet on 28 when
he was caught by Travis Head at deep mid-
wicket only to be recalled when James

Nathan Lyon took five for 68. AP

Pattinson was found to have over-stepped.

Phillips hit a cracking pull shot off Pat
Cummins to raise his debut half-century be-
fore Cummins got him two balls later, ripping
through his defences to take off-stump for 52.

Lyon bowled Will Somerville and Neil
Wagner for ducks and fast bowler Matt
Henry came out to bat despite fracturing his
left hand earlier in the match. Henry ducked
out of the way of a couple of Mitchell Starc
thunderbolts directed at his body before he
was stumped off Lyon's bowling to end the
New Zealand innings.

It was the longest innings of a disastrous
lost series for the Kiwis, bettering the 71 overs
they faced in the second innings of the sec-
ond Test in Melbourne. The Black Caps lost
three wickets in the middle session with the
experienced Ross Taylor out Ibw to Cummins
for 22 in the second over after lunch.

Taylor remains 20 runs away from becom-
ing the highest-scoring New Zealand bats-
man in Tests, behind Stephen Fleming (7,172).

Wicketkeeper B] Watling chopped a wide
Starc delivery on to his stumps for nine off
30balls to put his team under more pressure.
Colin de Grandhomme was needlessly run
out for 20, taking on Matthew Wade's throw
from the deep to wicketkeeper Tim Paine
while attempting a second run.

Lyon grabbed two key wickets in the
morning session, removing Melbourne Test
centurion Tom Blundell and recalled Jeet
Raval. Raval, who was dropped after twin
batting failures as an opener in the first Test
in Perth, batted positively at number three
before he was leg before wicket to Lyon for
31 off 58 balls.

Tom Latham was out two balls laterin the
next over from Cummins, done by a fuller de-
livery and chipping straight to Starc at mid-
on. The new skipper, deputising for the side-
lined Kane Williamson, was denied a deserved
half-century on 49 in his 133-ball vigil.

Blundell fell in the day's fifth over, bowled
by Lyon for 34.

Bushfires backdrop

The Sydney Test is being played against

the backdrop of one of Australia's most dev-
astating bushfire seasons, with at least 24
people losing their lives in blazes raging
across the country, including on the outskirts
of Sydney. Play will be suspended in the
match at the umpire's discretion, should
smoke significantly affect air quality or visi-
bility, but the sky above the ground has re-
mained largely clear so far.
BRIEF SCORES: Australia 454 and 40/0
(Warner 23%, Burns 16*) lead New Zealand
251 (Phillips 52, Latham 49, Lyon 5-68,
Cummins 3-44) by 243 runs.

APOCALYPSE NOW

Players practise ahead of the ASB Tennis Classic as the sky in Auckland turns orange as smoke from the Australia wildfires
arrives in New Zealand on Sunday. New Zealand Herald via AP
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Never lost my swing, blaming Chappell for it is a cover-up: Irfan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI, JANUARY 5

FORMER INDIA pacer Irfan Pathan on Sunday
said he never lost his swing, contrary to the
general perception at that time, and added
blaming then coach Greg Chappell for his
downfall was a cover-up.

Pathan, 35, announced his retirement
here on Saturday, saying "most players start
their India career at 27-28 but I ended up
playing my last game at that stage”.

Pathan was 27 when he made his final ap-
pearance in 2012. There was also a time when
there was speculation over the left-arm
pacer's intention to play all three formats.

"All these discussions...people talking
about Greg Chappell they are just covering up.
(The discussion that) Irfan was not interested,
it was coming from somewhere. All the aura

Pliskova looks to

former Murray coach

World No.2 Karolina Pliskova is hoping
Andy Murray's former coach can help her
take the next step up as she targets a Grand
Slam breakthrough and reclaiming the top
ranking. The tall Czech ditched Spaniard
Conchita Martinez in November despite
winning a single-season career-high four
titles in 2019. She has since hired
Venezuelan coach Daniel Vallverdu with
former Ukraine Fed Cup player Olga
Savchuk — a long-time friend — also join-
ing her team. “I didn’t want to stay where |
was,” she said at the Brisbane International
on Sunday ahead of opening the new sea-
son with the defence of her title. “He also
had stints with Thomas Berdych and Grigor
Dimitrov, but has not worked before with a
top women's player,” she added.

they made that Irfan lost his swing, people
need to understand, that you are not going to
get the same kind of swing that you get in 10
overs.Iwas still getting the swing," Pathan said.

"People talk about my performance, but
my job was different. [ was given job to con-
tain because I was bowling first change.l had
been told this is your job. I remember getting
dropped after winning the game in Sri Lanka
in 2008, who gets dropped after winning the
game for the country without any reason?"
he questioned.

Pathan featured in 29 Tests (1105 runs
and 100 wickets), 120 ODIs (1544 runs and
173 wickets) and 24 T20 Internationals (172
runs and 28 wickets).

Many former players feel he could have
played for much longer. Form and injury is-
sues prevented him from realising his true
potential. After the 2008 IPL, questions were
raised over Pathan's willingness to play all

Mohun Bagan beat
Real Kashmir 2-0

There was bone-chilling cold. Then there was
a Real Kashmir outfit used to such extreme
conditions but Mohun Bagan still, making
light of both, won their I-League match 2-0
here on Sunday. After a barren first half, Joseba
Beitia (71st minute) and Nongdamba Naorem
(73rd) scored for the Kolkata giants in a span
of two minutes, shattering the hopes of home
fans. Meanwhile, Indian Arrows played outa
1-1 draw with NEROCA FCin the I-League here
on Sunday. Sushil Meitei gave the visitors the
lead in the 24th minute before Vikram Partap
Singh equalised for the hosts three minutes
before the end of first half.

Five-star Kerala end
winless run in style

Kerala Blasters ended their 10-match win-
less runin the Hero Indian Super League with
a convincing 5-1 demolition of Hyderabad
FC here on Sunday. Bartholomew Ogbeche
(33, 75") scored twice in a contest that saw
the visitors score the opener through Bobo
(14"). Vlatko Drobarov (39'), Raphael Messi
Bouli (45") and Seityasen Singh (59') also
managed to add to the hosts' dominant dis-
play at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium. It was
the first time that the Kochi-based side
scored five goals in an ISL game and the result
takes them to the seventh spot in the table
while Hyderabad continue at the bottom.

‘Iremember getting dropped
after winning the game in Sri
Lanka in 2008, who gets
dropped after winning the game
for the country without any
reason?”’

three formats. Pathan, however, asserted that
it was never the case.

"Yes, 1 always wanted to play all three for-
mats. In 2009-2010,1had a back injury,and I
was struggling to go to Mumbai, Ahmedabad,
in Bangalore to check my back. [ used to go
through the scan, which is not good for your
body, but I used to go through that and have
different kinds of scans to actually know what
is exactly happening with my back.

"Unfortunately we didn't have those kind
of machines at that time which (would)
make clear that why I am getting back pain.
It eventually turned out to be five fractures,
disc prolapse and a crack. I was struggling for
two years with backinjury and that back in-
jury kept going (getting) worse, but I didn't
stop playing Ranji trophy.”

Pathan said despite all the challenges he
kept pushing himself.

"My speed went down during that time
because I was not fully fit. I just kept pushing
myself. It was because for the love of the game
and the red ball moving away from my hand.

"Iwas leading Baroda side as well in Ranji
Trophy. If that was the case, why would a
player, who was well settled in IPL, well set-
tled in ODIs, play nine-day cricket in 10-days
(Champions League, three day game versus
England and Ranji match against
Karnataka)? I scored 100 in the game and

[SPORTS BAR]

The umpires made three inspections before deciding that the outfield had
not dried enough to commence the match. P11

Rain washes out India-Sri Lanka T201

The first T20 International between India and Sri Lanka was called off without a ball be-
ing bowled due to wet outfield, caused by a spell of heavy rain just after the toss, here on
Sunday. The umpires held several inspections but the damp patches on the pitch did not
allow the match to start, much to the disappointment of fans who had gathered in large
numbers to watch their favourite stars in action. The cut off for a five-over shootout was
9.46pm but the outfield could not be prepared in time. The groundsmen even used vac-
uum drier to remove the damp patches on the pitch, but it did not help much. The sec-
ond match of the three-match series will be played on Tuesday in Indore while the final
game is scheduled to be held in Pune on January 10. asprit Bumrah, who was out of ac-
tion for four months due to stress fractures in his back, was named in the eleven by skip-
per Virat Kohli, who won the toss and elected to bowl in the team's first match of the

new year.

bowled 25 overs. Why should I do that? I love
playing for the country and wanted to make
a comeback to Test cricket,” he said.

He also praised his former captains
Sourav Ganguly, Rahul Dravid and Anil
Kumble.

"When I came into the Indian team,
Ganguly knew I could do well with the new
ball in Australia. He eventually gave me the
confidence. I think that was the start," he said.

"When Dravid became the captain, he
utilised my potential one step ahead. (He)
used me higher in the batting order (when)
besides bowling with the new ball," he said.

"Anil bhai was the kind of senior Iwas lucky
to have alongside Sachin paaji (Tendulkar),
who always gave me the right advice.

"His leadership was outstanding. He is
matured in handling tough situations and he
showed that during the Monkeygate
episode,” he signed off.

Anahat Singh reaches
British Junior Open final

Anahat Singh made the final in the U-13 girls
category at the prestigious British Junior Open,
beating Egyptian Janna Galal here on Sunday.
One more Indian could make the final here and
that is Veer Chotrani in the U-19 boy category
with his semifinal to held later on Sunday. The
morning session belonged to Anahat after her
gruellling semifinal against second seed Janna.
The Indialost the first game only to start afight
that ultimately took the match toa scintillating
fifth game. The excitement reached a
crescendo in the decider with Janna racing to
a 7-1 lead and then Anahat catching up and
saving four match balls.

Lagat, Alemu return to
Mumbai Marathon

Defending champions Cosmas Lagat and
Worknesh Alemu will return to Tata Mumbai
Marathon, which will be held here on January
19.Kenya’s Lagat won the eventlast yearin de-
cisive fashion, when he broke away from the
rest of the leading pack around 29 km into the
race. He clocked 2:09:15 in 2019, the second
fastest winning time in the history of the
Mumbai Marathon. Having come home just40
seconds outside the course record of 2:08:35,
set by his compatriot Gideon Kipketer in 2016,
Lagat will be back on the start line, motivated
notonly by the possibility of pocketing another
$45,000first prize cheque, but also the $15,000
on offer for a course record.

Sibley, Root

put England

ahead after
Anderson,
Stokes records

Cape Town: A gritty 85 not out from opener
Dom Sibley ground down South Africa’s
bowlers as England took control on the third
day of the second Test against South Africa
at Newlands. Sibley, playing in only his fourth
Test, came in during the morning session af-
ter James Anderson had picked up the last
two South African wickets to finish with 5-40
and give England a first innings lead of 46.

By the close, Sibley was still there and
England had reached 218 for four, stretching
their overall lead to 264. Sibley's 85, his first
Test half-century, came off a painstaking 222
balls in just under six hours and included 13
boundaries.

It was slow going but it consolidated
England's advantage after Anderson and Ben
Stokes combined to secure an important first
innings lead. Anderson completed his 28th
Test five-wicket haul — an England record —
and Stokes caught last man Anrich Nortje to
set an England Test record of five catches by
afielder.

A battle of attrition

Zak Crawley made a streaky 25 when
England started their second innings, with
Sibley making only three in an opening stand
of 28, before the day settled into a battle of
attrition.

Sibley and Joe Denly (31) used up 33 overs
in adding 73 for the second wicket before
Denly hooked Nortje to fine leg.

England captain Joe Root was more ag-
gressive as he and Sibley added 116 for the
third wicket. Root made 61 off 98 balls be-
fore being caught at slip off Dwaine Pretorius
shortly before the close. The ball that got Root
was an exception in deviating from a crack
outside off stump that was far more of a fac-
tor on the first two days.

Dom Bess, who suffered a golden duckin
the first innings, came in as nightwatchman
and survived until the last ball of the day
when he was adjudged to have gloved a
bouncer from Nortje to wicketkeeper
Quinton de Kock, thus collecting a 'pair’.

Those two late wickets marked the high
point of the day for the toiling South Africans
who will be wary of the potential damage that
Stokes and Jos Buttler could inflict on Monday.

On a cool, overcast day, South Africa's
bowlers were unable to gain any swing, ei-
ther conventional or reverse, while the ap-
plication of the heavy roller before play and
after the South African innings seemed to
have removed some of the life the pitch had
shown on the first two days.

The 24-year-old Sibley came into the
match having scored only 71 runs at an aver-
age of 14.20in his first three Tests but the tall,
strongly-built opener showed the powers of
concentration and patience that made hima
heavy scorer for Warwickshire in the 2019
county championship.

Despite the late wickets, England, needing
a win to level the four-match World Test
Championship, played themselves intoa com-
manding position with two days remaining.

South Africa will be able to claim a sec-
ond new ball after one over on Monday and
will look to strike early if they are to find their
way back into the match.

Evergreen Anderson

Anderson took both South Africa's re-
maining wickets as the hosts added only
eight runs to their overnight total. Stokes held
his fifth catch of the innings, all taken at sec-
ond slip to dismiss last batsman Nortje off
Anderson's bowling. It was the first time in
1,020 Test matches that an England fielder
held five catches. There had been 23 in-
stances of four catches in an innings, most
recently by England captain Joe Root against
Ireland at Lord's last year.

BRIEF SCORES: England 218/4 (Sibley 85%,
Root 61)and 269 all out lead South Africa 223

all out (Anderson 5-40) by 264 runs.  AFP
Hathurasingha demands

$5Smn compensation

Sacked coach Chandika Hathurusingha has
demanded $5 million in compensation from
Sri Lanka Cricket over the premature termi-
nation of his contract, an official said Sunday.
The former Sri Lankan Test star and coach
made the claim after the two sides failed to
agree the terms of his termination last sum-
mer. “He has sent a letter of demand asking
for $5 million,” board secretary Mohan de
Silva told AFP. Details were not immediately
available, but the Sunday Island newspaper
said Hathurusingha had sought his full
salary for the remaining 18 months of his
contract which amounted to just over a mil-
lion dollars. He has also claimed that his rep-
utation as an international coach suffered as
aresult of what he called the wrongful ter-
mination. His claim of $5 million includes
damages as well as the wages he says are
due to him.
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‘Chinese Maradona’ holds

Messi’s Barcelona

Wau Lei’s goal helps bottom-placed Espanyol play out a 2-2 draw with leaders

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
MADRID, JANUARY 5

ESPANYOL'S WU Lei became the
first Chinese footballer to score
against Barcelona on Saturday and
has revealed how the goal that
went viral was planned while he
was warming up. Wu earned
Espanyol a dramatic 2-2 draw at
the RCDE Stadium after he fired in
an 88th-minute equaliser to sal-
vage a pointin the all-Catalan clash
of LaLiga's top against bottom.

The 28-year-old drove deci-
sively past Barcelona's stand-in
goalkeeper Neto and into the far
corner but his goal owed much
toabrilliant reverse pass too, ex-
ecuted by his team-mate Matias
Vargas. Both players had beenin-
troduced by new coach Abelardo
Fernandez in the second half and
Wau said after the match that
Vargas had predicted he would
give him a chance.

"lamvery happy, not just be-
cause I scored but because of
thatassist,” Wu told Espanyol TV.
"When we were warming up,
Matias told me he was going to
put me in with a through ball.
After 10 minutes he played one
tome and [ scored.”

Chinese media on Sunday de-
clared the strike as heralding "a
new chapter" in Chinese football
while one related hashtag gener-
ated 370 million views on social
media platform Weibo. "Wu has
now become the first Chinese
player to score against Barcelona
in all competitions ever," state-
run China Global Television
Network (CGTN) said. The 28-
year-old Wu "single-handedly
revitalised Espanyol" against the
Spanish champions, CGTN con-
tinued. "Anew chapter in history
has been opened,” it added.

"For Wu, it was a night that
will live long in the memory."
State news agency Xinhua said
Wu's dramatic leveller from a
narrow angle "sparked a wave of
praise from media and fans in
China".Wujoined in the celebra-
tions by writing on Weibo:
"Wonderful night, a new year, a
good start."

The forward, dubbed the
"Chinese Maradona" as a young-
ster, joined Espanyol from
Shanghai SIPG in January last
year and after finishing top scorer
in the Chinese Super League, he
said he wanted to prove the
country's players could deliver at
the highestlevel. "Pressure is my
driving force, it's what pushes me
forward," he said last year. "Iwant
to show fans around the world
that there are players in China
who can shine in the best leagues
in the world."

He has stayed true to his
word and more than justified his
modest transfer fee of 2 million
euros. After making his debut at
the start of February, Wu missed
only one game for his new club
through to the end of last season,
playing 21 times and scoring
four goals.

This term, he has been even
more effective, scoring six goalsin
28 appearances in all competi-
tions, despite Espanyol's poor

Chinese striker Wu Lei (C) scored Espanyol’s equaliser in the 88th minute. Reuters

WHO IS WULLEI?

M Lei, 28, is the youngest
player ever to play
professional Chinese
football (aged 14, for
Shanghai SIPG). He went
ontobecome theall-
time top scorer of the
Chinese Super League,
scoring 101 goals.

M In 2015, Chinese
billionaire Chen
Yansheng bought La Liga
side Espanyol. To boost
theleague’s profilein
China, Yansheng got Lei
tohis clubin January
2018 for a transfer fee of
just £1.8million.

B The China interna-
tional’s debut against
Villareal attracted
40million viewers - the
same match was
viewed by 177,000
people in Spain. Forty
eight hours after he
signed, 2,000 Espanyol
shirts with Wu’s name
printed onithad
already been sold.

form that has them languishing at
the bottom of the La Liga table. Yet
Abelardo's appointment seems to
have revitalised the teamand Wu
believes their stirring perform-
ance against Barcelona can now
be a turning-point in their fight
against relegation.

"After the game in the dress-
ing room, you could see every-
one's confidence was up,” Wu
said. "It feels like we are going to
change the whole dynamic this
year. Hopefully in the next game
we can get the victory because
we are gaining momentum. We
thankall the fans who supported
us because they give us unity. We
are all a family together.”

Balotelli again subjected
to racist abuse in Serie A

Mario Balotelli (C) reacts after being racially abused by fans.
Balotelli, who scored Brescia's goal in a 2-1 defeat to Lazio,
complained twice to the referee during the first half. Reuters

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BRESCIA, JANUARY 5

THERE WAS yet another incident
of racismin Serie Aon Sunday as
Mario Balotelli was once again
the target of racist chants in
Brescia's 2-1 defeat at home to
Lazio. The match was halted for
a few minutes shortly after the
half-hour mark and an an-
nouncement was made on the
stadium's tannoy system, while
Lazio coach Simone Inzaghi
wildly gesticulated to the visit-
ing fans to stop.

Bresciawasleading 1-O at the
time following a goal scored by
Balotelli, who had also been sub-
jected to racial abuse earlier in
the match. Balotelli posted a
video of his goal on Instagram af-
ter the match and wrote: "Lazio
fans that were today at the sta-
dium SHAME ON YOU!"

The 29-year-old Balotelli was
also the target of racial abuse ear-
lier this season when he threat-
ened toleave the field due toracist
chants directed at him by Hellas
Verona fans during a match in
November. Racism has been a
problemall seasoninItaly with of-

Klopp’s kids knock Everton out,
Rooney scores in Derby’s win

AGENCIES
LONDON, JANUARY 5

A STUNNING strike from 18-
year-old Curtis Jones gave
Liverpool a 1-0 win over Everton
in their FA Cup, third round tie at
Anfield on Sunday. Liverpool
manager Juergen Klopp made
nine changes to his side, giving
starts to three teenagers, while
his Italian counterpart Carlo
Ancelotti opted for alargely full-
strength Everton lineup.
Everton had the better
chances, with Liverpool keeper
Adrian foiling goalbound efforts
from Dominic Calvert-Lewin,
Mason Holgate and Richarlison
in the first half, but a youthful
Liverpool side played the more
enterprising football. Jones, alo-
cal-born academy product, de-
livered the killer blow in the 71st
minute with a superb curling ef-
fort into the top corner, leaving
Everton without a win against
their rivals since October, 2010.
Lucas Moura kept
Tottenham's hopes alive with

FA CUP: RESULTS

Crystal Palace 0 Derby 1
Chelsea 2 Nottingham 0
Middlesbrough 1 Spurs 1
Liverpool 1 Everton 0
Wolves0 ManUtd 0
Man City 4 Port Vale 1

the equaliserin their 1-1 draw at
second tier Middlesbrough,
while Callum Hudson-Odoi got
back in the groove as Chelsea
cruised to a 2-0 win over
Nottingham Forest.

Tottenham haven't lifted a
major trophy since 2008 when
current Middlesbrough manager
Jonathan Woodgate scored the
League Cup winner against
Chelsea. Woodgate was on course
to dent Tottenham's bid to end
that wretched run when Ashley
Fletcher put Middlesbrough
ahead in the second half.

But Brazilian winger Lucas
headed the equaliser to send the

tie to a replay in north London
later in January. Keen to win sil-
verware in his first season,
Tottenham boss Jose Mourinho
had made just three changes, with
Son Heung-min returning froma
three-match suspension and re-
placing the injured Harry Kane.
At Stamford Bridge, there were
signs that Hudson-Odoi mightbe
emerging from his sophomore
slump. Hudson-Odoi has endured
a difficult season as injuries and
poor form have ruined the posi-
tive impact he had last season.
Crystal Palace became the
third Premier League club to be
knocked out this weekend as sec-
ond tier Derby won 1-0 at Selhurst
Park. Wayne Rooney was in the
Derby attack and his side took the
lead in the 32nd minute when
Jayden Bogle fizzed a cross to the
far post and Chris Martin tapped
into the net. Ina VAR rarity, referee
Michael Oliver used the pitch-side
monitor to change a decision,
sending off Luka Milivojevic after
initially booking the Palace mid-
fielder for kicking out at Tom
Huddlestone in the 63rd minute.

Balotelli posted avideo
of his goal on Instagram
after the matchand
wrote: "Lazio fans that
were today at the stad-
ium SHAME ON YOU!"

fensive chants aimed at Romelu
Lukaku, Franck Kessie, Dalbert
Henrique, Miralem Pjanic,
Ronaldo Vieira and Kalidou
Koulibaly as well as Balotelli.

All of the players targeted —
except for Pjanic, who is Bosnian
— are black, and many of the in-
cidents have gone unpunished.

Third-placed Lazio, mean-
while, notched up a dramatic
win thanks to two goals from
Serie A's leading scorer Ciro
Immobile, the second in stop-
page time. This was their ninth
successive league victory.

Juventus and Inter, who have
42 points each from 17 games,
both play on Monday while
Lazio, with 39 from 17, have an
outstanding fixture at home to
Verona to come in early
February.
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Djokovic concerned about smoke at Aus Open

REUTERS
SYDNEY, JANUARY 5

TENNIS WORLD number two
Novak Djokovic said he is con-
cerned that smoke might cause
some problems at the Australian
Open later this month as bush-
fires continued to blaze across
large sections of the southeast
on Sunday.

Hundreds of fires in New
South Wales and Victoria have
killed at least 24 people and de-
stroyed more than 5.25 million
hectares (13 million acres) of
land over the last few months.
Smoke from the blazes has also
resulted in hazardous conditions
in Sydney, where the final
rounds of the inaugural ATP Cup
will take place next weekend,
and Melbourne, where the year's
first tennis Grand Slam gets un-
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If it continues same way
and if the quality of air is
affected in Melbourne or
Sydney, | think Tennis
Australia probably will
be forced to create some
rules about it.”

NOVAKDJOKOVIC
WORLDNUMBER 2

derway on Jan. 20.

Seven-times Australian Open
champion Djokovic, whois play-
ing in the ATP Cup, said he hoped
the crisis would "dissipate” soon
but thatan action plan would be
needed to avoid any impact on
the health of playersifit did not.
"If it continues same way and if
the quality of air is affected in
Melbourne or Sydney, I think
Tennis Australia probably will be

forced to create some rules about
it," he told a Brisbane news con-
ference in the early hours of
Sunday morning. "It's tough for
them because ... there's a lot of
different things involved. But
health concern is a health con-
cern for me and for anybody."

The smoke has so far caused
the most disruption to the sport-
ing calendar in Canberra, where
a Twenty20 cricket match was
abandoned on Dec. 21 when
conditions became too haz-
ardous to continue. An ATP
Challenger/ITF Futures tennis
tournament scheduled for next
week in the capital was moved
to Bendigo, while on Sunday the
city's ACT Brumbies rugby team
announced they would be mov-
ing their pre-season training
camp to Newcastle.

The twice Super Rugby
champions made the decision af-

ter their training ground at the
University of Canberra was
closed indefinitely "due to haz-
ardous air quality". "The small
changes we have had to make are
nothing in comparison to the dis-
tressing position so many people
inour region are sadly experienc-
ing at the moment," coach Dan
McKellar said in a statement.

No Nick, no problem

Nick Kyrgios' late withdrawal
duetoaback problem did not stop
Australia from defeating Canada
in their ATP Cup tie on Sunday as
the hosts strengthened their bid
for a quarter-final spot with their
second 3-0 win in the inaugural
team event. The hosts had
blanked Germany in their open-
ing tie and will qualify for the Final
Eight stage in Sydney as the Group
Fwinner if Germany beat Greece
in the evening session on Sunday.



