8 EXPRESS NETWORK

14 infants dead in
Ahmedabad Civil

Hospital in five days WEd

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, JANUARY 6

A DAY after the state govern-
ment admitted to nearly 200in-
fant deaths in Ahmedabad and
Rajkot government civil hospi-
tals in December 2019,
Ahmedabad Civil Hospital au-
thorities said Monday that14 in-
fants died in the hospital in the
first five days of January.

“From January 1 to January 5,
127 deliveries were performed
here. Of these, 23 newborns had
to be admitted to the Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit (NICU), of
which seven died. Apart from
the deliveries, 36 newborns who
had come from other referral
units were also admitted to our
NICU. Of these, seven died,” an
official at the Ahmedabad civil
hospital said.

Giving a breakdown of the
cause of deaths, the official said
seven were due to congenital ab-
normalities, five died due to pre-
mature birth and two due tores-

piratory problem.

Dr GH Rathod, medical su-
perintendent at the Civil
Hospital, attributes low-birth
weight of a newborn as well as
the mother’s condition as the
predominant factors when it
comes to survival of prematurely
born babies. “Itis true that win-
ters may lead to a spike indeaths
of newborns as one is more
prone to contracting infections,
especially respiratory infec-
tions,” added Dr Rathod.

Gujarat Deputy CM Nitin Patel
admitted Sunday that the deaths
were on the higher side, but
termed it a “cyclical phenome-
non” and claimed the state gov-
ernment had managed toreduce
the infant mortality rate to below
25 from 30 in three years ago.

Meanwhile, Sola Civil
Hospital superintendent RM
Jitiya said he was not authorised
todisclose any datainrelation to
infant deaths. Officials of the
state health department were
unavailable for comment de-
spite repeated attempts.

2019 seventh warmest year,
ther toll 1,562, says IMD

ANJALIMARAR
PUNE, JANUARY 6

THE YEAR 2019 was one of ex-
tremes — heat, cold, rain and cy-
clones — for India, killing a total of
1,562 people. The previous year,
total deaths caused due to simi-
lar weather vagaries was 1,428.
This was stated in a weather
summary titled the ‘Statement on
Climate of India during 2019’ re-
leased by the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) Monday. Rain and flood
alone claimed 849 lives, with
Bihar being the worst affected
state due to unprecedented
weather events experienced dur-
ing all the seasons last year.
Interestingly, the rainfall
amounts during both the
Southwest Monsoon (June to
September) and Northeast
Monsoon (October to
December) remained 109 per
cent of the Long Period Average
(LPA). That is, the country

EXPLAINED

Report stressesrise
incyclonic storms

THE AVERAGE temperature during 2019 rose by 0.36 de-
grees celsius, making this the seventh warmest year on
record. The year 2016 was by far the warmest year
recorded. Last year was dominated by tropical cyclones as
the country witnessed eight cyclones formed in the Indian
Ocean. After 1902, this was the first time that the Arabian
Sea reported five intense and frequent cyclonic storms,
surpassing the average annual number of cyclones formed
in the Bay of Bengal in a year. The annual rainfall over the
country stood at 109 per cent of the Long Period Average
(LPA), with both the monsoons recording excess rainfall.

recorded excess rainfall during
the entire year, making it an ex-
tremely wet year in recent times.

The death toll, as per IMD
records, in 2017 was 1,592 and in
2016 it was 1,538.

The mean temperature was
0.36 degrees above normal, mak-
ing 2019 the seventh hottest year
everrecorded, the report said. The

decade 2011-19 was the warmest
on record for the country, when
the annual mean temperature
was 0.36 degree above normal.
The report highlighted that India
had warmed by 1 degree Celsius
since 1901. Whereas the rise in
minimum temperature was 0.22
degrees in the century.

While extremely heavy rain

How Kerala expat helps the dead return home

SHAJU PHILIP
KOZHIKODE, JANUARY 6

WHEN SOCIAL worker and ex-
patriate Ashraf Thamarassery
landed in Thiruvananthapuram
onNew Year’s Day to take partin
Loka Kerala Sabha, a gathering of
non-resident Keralities, he was
also bringing home two bodies
from UAE.

According to Ashraf, the
count of bodies he has facilitated
to repatriate from UAE to various
countries in 2019 is now 517. Of
them, about 300 were from
Kerala. Over the past 18 years,
Ashraf has helped transport
nearly 5,670 bodies from the
UAE — 4,000 of them Indians.
And he does it without charging
any fee.

In 2015, Ashraf was hon-
oured with Pravasi Bharatiya
Samman for his service.

Hailing from Thamarassery
in Kerala’s Kozhikode district,
43-year-old Ashraf says, “Many
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don’t know the process for send-
ing back a body from UAE. In
most cases, when employers
bear the cost of sending back
bodies of workers, there are
cases in which nobody is there
to attend to the dead. If a person
on visiting visa dies, there isn’t
anyone to attend. There are phi-
lanthropists who are ready to
bear the cost, but one has to go
from one office to another to get
papers cleared or to help the
family. That has been my serv-
ice,” said Ashraf.

Ashraf went to Ajman in
1999 as a heavy-duty driver.
After working at Ajman seaport
asadriver, Ashraf floated adrain
cleaning service with three
trucks.

It was in 2002 that he
chanced upon a youth who was
struggling to send back the body
of his father. “I had gone to meet
a friend at a hospital in Dubai.
There, I saw a youth from Kerala
wailing. When I approached
him, the youth from Punalur in
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Ashraf has helped transport
5,670 bodies in 18 years

Kollam told me his father had
died and he was at aloss to send
the body home. He did not know
how to complete formalities.
too had little idea,” he recalled.
Ashraf accompanied the
youth from hospital to police sta-
tion to court to embassy and got
the body airlifted. Three weeks
later, a Bangladeshi citizen

sought Ashraf’s help to send a
friend’s body.

“Somebody had told him I
would be able to help. I went
with him from one office to an-
other to get certificates,” he said

After that, any time an expa-
triate, especially from India, died
in UAE, his relatives came look-
ing for Ashraf.

“I have helped send bodies to
Nepal, Philippines, Bangladesh,
Pakistan and several other coun-
tries, apart from India. There are
agencies who charge hefty fee
for this. I have been doing it for
free. If there is nobody to bear ex-
penses, [ seek the help of hu-
manitarians or various organisa-
tions of expatriates,” he said.

“The drain cleaning business
is now run by relatives, and [ am
fully engaged in helping the
journey of the dead,” said Ashraf.

When actor Sreedevi died in
Dubai in 2018, police handed
over her body to Ashraf for
despatch.

thorities are ready to speed up
the process,” he said.

Ashraf says the number of
expatriates from India dying in
UAE has increased over the last
decade. “There is no security for
job and salaries have stagnated.
Now, around 70 per cent of
Indian expatriates who die in
UAE are below 50 and die of car-
diac arrest. They are apparently
victims of lifestyle, food habits,
coupled with stress related to
their jobs. Suicides have also
gone up,” he said.

On New Year’s Day, one of the
bodies Ashraf brought home
was that of Renny Thomas from
Pathanamthitta. Renny’s brother
Lesli says, “When Renny died, we
were planning to send someone
to bring the body. Several agen-
cies tried to exploit us and de-
manded hefty amounts. A rela-
tive told us about Ashraf and he
agreed to help us over a phone
call. Ashraf was godsent. He
brought the body back without

“When lintervene, the au-  charging anything.”
Purvanchal Vidyut Vitran Murder accused
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Lucknow: An accused in a triple mur-
der case reportedly shot at himselfin
a courtroom in Mainpuri Monday.
Manish Yadav, who has been lodged
at Mainpuri district jail since 2012, in-

jured his right leg and his condition is

e-tender no. EAV-29/19-20 is
here extended up to 20.01.2020

(15:00 PM)

& 21.01.2020

(15:00 PM) respectively. Further
details can be seen at website
www.etender.up.nic.in. Other
terms and conditions shall

remain
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stable, said police. Four policemen
were suspended for negligence of
duty as the undertrial got hold of the
pistol while in custody.

ENS

and hot days are becoming more
frequent in recent years, 2019 was
exceptional also for the number
of cyclones on India’s east and
west coasts, the IMD stated.

Arabian Sea brewed more cy-
clonic storms than the Bay of
Bengal in 2019. This was only the
second time in 117 years that the
Arabian Sea saw such intense
and frequent cyclones.

In2019, eight cyclonic storms
formed over the north Indian
Ocean, IMD officials said. Five —
Cyclones Vayu, Hikka, Kyarr,
Maha and Pavan — originated in
the Arabia Sea, which is usually
calmer, not seeing more than one
cyclone a year. On the contrary,
the Bay of Bengal last year re-
ported fewer cyclones than nor-
mal. The cyclones formed there
include Pabuk, Fani and Bulbul.

The causes of deaths due to
extreme weather events last year
were as follows: heavy rain and
floods 849, heatwave 349, thun-
derstorm 210, lightning 75, snow
avalanche 51 and cold wave 28.

7 Maoists
held for
Latehar
ambush

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI, JANUARY 6

ALMOST 45 days after four secu-
rity personnel were shot dead at
Chandhwa area of Latehar dis-
trict in Jharkhand on November
22, Jharkhand Police arrested
seven persons from the banned
Communist Party of India
(Maoist), including associates of
the outfit’'s sub-zonal com-
mander Ravindra Ganjhu.

The November 22 incident
had occurred less than 48 hours
after Union Home Minister Amit
Shah credited Chief Minister
Raghubar for “curbing naxalism”
in Jharkhand. Four policemen —
ASI Sukra Oraon and three home-
guards Sikander Singh, Jamuna
Prasad and Sambhu Prasad —
were gunned downinanambush
at Lukaiyya Mod near Chandwa
district in Latehaar district.

Police said three associates of
Ravindra Ganjhu were traced in
Chandwa when they had come
to collect levy from a contractor
named Sonu Singh on January 5.
DGP K N Choubey said a team
raided the area and detained all
three associates, who later “con-
fessed” to committing the
November 22 attack.

On the modus operandi of
the November incident, Latehar
SP Prashant Anand said, “Three
people kept a watch over the po-
lice and the patrolling party over
awalkie-talkie. Ravindra Ganjhu
and his five associates were
waiting at Lukaiyya Mod. After
the killing, they looted police’s
guns and assembled at Boda
Mandap area.”

Police said they recovered Rs
5lakh from the arrested Maoists,
“We are investigating the entire
chain of money,” Anand said.
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Bijnor locals kill leopard that
mauled 11-year-old to death

Bijnor: An 11-year-old
schoolboy was mauled to
deathbyaleopardinavillage
in UP's Bijnor Monday, the
sixth such killing in the dis-
trict in as many weeks, police
said. After the incident, the
feline was killed by local res-
idents. However, authorities

believe another leopard in
the area is responsible for
killing five others. Forest
Officer Manoj Shukla said the
next of kin of the deceased
will be given Rs 5 lakh com-
pensation, while legal action
will be taken against those
whokilled the animal. PTI

A man walks home as it snows on the outskirts of

Srinagar on Monday. AP

EAST
Mizoram to organise Zo

Kutpuifestin US, Bangla

Aizawl: The Mizoram govern-
ment will be organising Zo
Kutpui (festival) in at least 10
states across India and coun-
tries such as US, Myanmar
and Bangladesh, officials said
Monday. The first edition of
the festival will begin on
January 9 in Vanghmun in
Tripura and will be held over
three days, an official of the

state tourism department
said. CM Zoramthanga would
grace the event. The festival
will then move to other states
which have significant Mizo
population, an official said The
move is an attempt to unify
and strengthen brotherhood
among various Mizo tribes
living in different parts
of the world. PTI

WEST
Pak nationals held with drugs

worth Rs 175 cr off Guj coast

Ahmedabad: Five Pakistani
nationals on board a fishing
boat were apprehended mid-
sea off Gujarat coast Monday
morning when they were al-
legedly trying to smuggle
drugs worth Rs 175 croreinto
the state, security agencies
said. As many as 35 packets of
heroin, weighing one kg each,

were seized from the five
men near Jakhau coast in
Kutch district, located around
440 km from here, the Indian
Coast Guard said in arelease.
The early morning operation
in the Arabian Sea near
Jakhau was carried out by
teams of the Gujarat ATSand
the Indian Coast Guard. PTI

SOUTH
HC grants Raijiv convict

15 days’ parole

Madurai: Madras High Court
on Monday granted 15 days’
parole to Ravichandran, one
of the seven life convicts in
the Rajiv Gandhi assassina-
tion case, to attend to his ail-
ing mother and settle some
family matters. Acting on a
petition by his mother, Just-
ices T Raja and B Pugalendi
granted him parole from

DELHI JAL BOARD

January 10, though the state
government submitted that
it would not be possible to
provide police security for
him in view of Pongal festi-
val. The petitioner submitted
her son had been lodged in
Madurai central prison for
more than 27 years after he
was sentenced to life impris-
onment. PTI

Jaishankar speaks
to counterparts
in Qatar, Jordan

New Delhi: After speaking to Iran
Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif and US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo following
the death of Irani military com-
mander Qassem Soleimani in
American drone strikes, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
spoke to his counterparts in the
Middle East on Monday.
Jaishankar tweeted that he
spoke to Foreign Minister of
Jordan Ayman Safadi and Foreign
Minister of Qatar Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman Al Thani. He
said the discussion was onIndia’s
ties with both nations as well as
the situation in the region. ENS
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Corrigendum No. 01

NIT NO: 05/EE(C) DR-11/(2019-20)
Tender ID No: 2019 DJB 186809 1

Name of Work: Construction of 8.0 MGD Batla House Ph-1ISPS (WWPS) including civil Work, E&M
Work, Rising main and other related associated/allied appurtenant works on DBO basis at Batla

House New Delhi.

(i) Civil, E&M Work & Rising Main for WWPS and Rising main on DBO basis.

In reference to above NIT, the NIT No. 05 /EE(C) DR-lI

(2019-20)( Tender ID No:

2019_DJB_186809_1) dated 30.12.2019 read as NIT No. 04 /EE(C) DR-II (2019-20)( Tender ID No:

2019_DJB_186809_1).

The other terms and conditions of the NIT shall remain the same.
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Advt. No. J.S.V. 795/2019-20
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