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NATION

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Tuesday: Heavy rainfall likely over parts of Jammu
and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand. Thunderstorm
accompanied with hail and lightning likely over Punjab, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Ra-
jasthan.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....21.0....12.9 Kozhikode....................—....35.2....23.6

Ahmedabad...........—....26.5....13.6 Kurnool .......................—....28.7....22.6

Aizawl...................—........ —........ — Lucknow......................—....23.1......9.8

Allahabad..............—....24.5......8.3 Madurai .......................—....34.0....23.2

Bengaluru .............—....30.8....20.4 Mangaluru ...................—....32.4....20.1

Bhopal ..................—....21.8......7.2 Mumbai .......................—....34.4....20.5

Bhubaneswar.........—....25.2....15.3 Mysuru ........................—....32.0....19.4

Chandigarh ...........—....17.9....11.3 New Delhi ...................—....19.1......9.9

Chennai ............. 0.7....30.1....23.6 Patna ..........................—....18.2......9.6

Coimbatore ...........—....32.0....22.8 Port Blair.................. 1.3....30.4....25.7

Dehradun ..............—....19.4......3.8 Puducherry ............... 1.4....30.9....22.0

Gangtok............. 0.2........ —......2.2 Pune............................—....25.8....15.5

Goa.......................—....34.6....21.0 Raipur .........................—....25.8....11.2

Guwahati ..............—........ —........ — Ranchi .........................—....21.4......8.8

Hubballi ................—....29.0....21.0 Shillong.......................—........ —........ —

Hyderabad ............—........ —........ — Shimla...................... 0.6......4.1......0.8

Imphal ..................—........ —........ — Srinagar.......................—........ —........ —

Jaipur ...................—....22.1......9.8 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....33.3....24.7

Kochi ....................—....33.2....25.0 Tiruchi.........................—....31.0....23.8

Kohima .................—........ —........ — Vijayawada ............... 1.6....29.1....23.2

Kolkata .................—....22.6....12.6 Visakhapatnam .............—....27.5....22.4

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 4.00
p.m., Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh recorded an overall
air quality index (AQI) score
of 351 indicating a
hazardous level of pollution.
In contrast, Tirupati, Tamil
Nadu recorded a healthy AQI
score of 35.

Ahmedabad..... 47 .17 37 ....71 ...90 ....*

Bengaluru ....... ..— .48 96 ....48 ...80 ....*

Chennai .......... ..5 .19 99 ....37 .....— ....*

Delhi .............. ..— 206 92 ..381 .301 ....*

Hyderabad ...... ..3 .66 32 ..139 .114 ....*

Kolkata........... ..9 .60 27 ..239 .174 ....*

Lucknow ......... 20 .33 96 ..348 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... 12 .74 21 ..148 .159 ....*

Pune............... 70 .27 80 ..169 .126 ....*

Visakhapatnam 12 .25 50 ....65 ...72 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

India plans to ring in its own
era  of  space­to­space  track­
ing and communication of its
space assets this year by put­
ting up a new satellite series
called the Indian Data Relay
Satellite System.

The  IDRSS  is  planned  to
track  and  be  constantly  in
touch with Indian satellites,
in  particular  those  in  low­
earth  orbits  which  have  li­
mited coverage of earth. 

In the coming years, it will
be vital  to  Indian Space Re­
search  Organisation  (ISRO),
whose  roadmap  is  dotted
with advanced LEO missions
such as space docking, space
station, as well as distant ex­
peditions to moon, Mars and
Venus.  It will also be useful
in  monitoring  launches,  ac­
cording  to  K.  Sivan,  ISRO
Chairman and Secretary, De­
partment of Space.

The  fi��rst  benefi��ciary
would  be  the  prospective
crew members of  the Gaga­
nyaan mission of 2022 who
can be fully and continuous­
ly in touch with mission con­
trol throughout their travel.

“When we have the Gaga­
nyaan mission we want it to
be  covered  and  be  visible

100%  so  that  action  can  be
taken  in  any  exigency,”  he
said.

Work initiated
Work on the two IDRSS satel­
lites planned initially has be­
gun. The fi��rst of them will be
sent  towards  the  end  of
2020. It will precede the pre­

Gaganyaan experimental un­
manned  space  fl��ight  which
will have a humanoid dum­
my. A second one will follow
in  2021.  The  two  will  off��er
near total  tracking, sending
and receiving of information
from the crew 24/7.

Older  space  majors  such
as the U.S. and Russiastarted
their  relay  satellite  systems
in  the  late  1970s­80s  and  a
few already have around 10
satellites  each.  They  have
used  them  to monitor  their
respective space stations Mir
and the International Space
Station, and  trips  that dock
with  them,  as  well  as  the
Hubble Space Telescope.

Dr. Sivan said IDRSS satel­
lites  of  the  2,000  kg  class
would  be  launched  on  the
GSLV launcher to geostation­
ary orbits around 36,000 km
away.  In  such  apparently
fi��xed  orbits,  they  would  be
covering  the  same  area  on

earth. A satellite in GEO cov­
ers a third of the earth below
and  three  of  them  can  pro­
vide total coverage.

‘IDRSS is imperative’
During the launch of the hu­
man mission and also when
the  crew  craft  orbits  earth
from a distance of 400 km,
at  least  one  ground  station
must  see  and  track  it.  But
with  available  ground  sta­
tions, that would not be the
case. Without data relay sa­
tellites,  ISRO would have to
create  a  large  number
ground stations everywhere
or hire them globally and yet
the crewed spacecraft would
not be visible all the time.

“We  require  the  IDRSS
system when our astronauts
are  in  space.  But  I  would
prefer the relay spacecraft to
be  in  place  even  before  we
launch  the  unmanned  mis­
sion,” Dr. Sivan said.

New satellites will help Gaganyaan crew
Astronauts can be fully and continuously in touch with mission control throughout their travel

Madhumathi D.S.

BENGALURU

The Supreme Court on Mon­
day  held  that  the  State  is
well  within  its  rights  to  in­
troduce a regulatory regime
in the “national interest” to
provide minority education­
al  institutions  with  well­
qualifi��ed  teachers  in  order
for them to “achieve excel­
lence in education.”

The managements of mi­
nority institutions cannot ig­
nore such a legal regime by
saying that it is their funda­
mental  right  under  Article
30 of the Constitution to es­
tablish and administer their
educational  institutions ac­
cording to their choice.

In a 151­page judgment, a
Bench of Justices Arun Mis­
hra  and  U.U.  Lalit  said  the

regulatory  law  should  ho­
wever balance the dual ob­
jectives  of  ensuring  stan­
dard of excellence as well as
preserving  the  right  of  the
minorities  to  establish  and
administer their education­
al  institutions.  Regulations
that embrace and reconcile
the  two  objectives  were
reasonable.

The judgment came on a
challenge  to  the  validity  of
the  West  Bengal  Madrasah
Service  Commission  Act  of
2008. 

The  State  Act  mandated
that the process of appoint­
ment  of  teachers  in  aided
madrasahs,  recognised  as
minority institutions, would
be  done  by  a  Commission,
whose  decision  would  be
binding.

State can regulate
minority institutions: SC
Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

The  Supreme  Court  on
Monday  clarifi��ed  that
pending  matters  concern­
ing  fugitive  businessman
Vijay Mallya will not aff��ect
proceedings  in  “any  case
anywhere in the world”.

The court passed the or­
der after Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta said Mr. Mal­
lya had cited cases pending
in  SC  to  stall  insolvency
proceedings  before  a  U.K.
court.  In  2019,  Mr.  Mallya
had moved SC for a stay on
the confi��scation of proper­
ties owned by him and his
relatives.  He  argued  that
only  properties  related  to
Kingfi��sher  Airlines  should
be attached. 

Mallya cases
will not take a
beating: SC

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

With  2020  off��ering  18  long
weekends, the highest in the
last fi��ve years, Indians have
started  planning  vacations,
with  families,  couples,  and
millennials  from  tier­II  and
III cities taking the lead.

In 2019, there were 11 long
weekends,  the  least  in  the
last fi��ve years. 

Aloke  Bajpai,  co­founder
and  CEO,  ixigo,  said  an  in­
crease in the capacity for the
winter schedule had result­
ed in a 20% decline in dom­
estic airfares. “This has en­
couraged  families,  couples
and  millennials,  especially

from tier­II and III cities, to
prefer  short  domestic  geta­
ways  to  international  vaca­
tions this year,” he said.

Looking at passenger de­
mand,  IndiGo  on  Monday
announced that Agra would
be the 63rd domestic desti­
nation when it connects the
city of the Taj Mahal to Ben­
galuru. 

Costa  Cruises,  an  Italian
cruising  company,  is  off��er­
ing Indians a chance to visit
250  destinations  with  over
130 diff��erent itineraries and
60  embarkation  ports.  The
company said it was eyeing
the  growing  number  of  In­
dians looking for aff��ordable
cruise holidays, and is dock­
ing at ports such as Mumbai,
Goa  and  Kochi  with  India
specifi��c itineraries.

18 long weekends this year 
may give a boost to vacations 
Families, millennials from tier-II and III cities take the lead

Aditya Anand

Mumbai

Passengers have opted for
domestic getaways as well
as international vacations.

HC refuses relief to
Prannoy Roy, wife
MUMBAI

In a setback to the co-

founders of NDTV Prannoy

Roy and wife Radhika, the

Bombay High Court refused

to interfere in the plea filed

by them challenging the

show-cause notices issued by

the Securities and Exchange

Board of India (SEBI).

IN BRIEF

ED issues alert on
extortion rackets
NEW DELHI

The ED has come across

about half-a-dozen cases in

which unscrupulous elements

impersonated as agency

officials to extort money. It

has warned of action against

such elements who “indulge

in fake correspondences with

the general public with an

ulterior motive to extract

money”.


