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Progressive painter
Akbar Padamsee
passes away at 91
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3-member AAP panel to
draft election manifesto
NEW DELHI
The Aam Aadmi Party on
Monday formed a three-
member committee for
drafting the party's
manifesto for the Delhi
Assembly elections. Senior
party leader Atishi is
chairperson of the
committee, while Jasmine
Shah and Ajoy Kumar are its
members.
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AASU to protest if

PM visits State

NEW DELHI

The North East Students'
Organisation and the AASU
said on Tuesday that they
would protest if Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
visited the State for the
Khelo India Games 2020,
scheduled from January 10.
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‘4 Nirbhaya case convicts

to be hanged on Jan. 22

Court issues death warrants on a plea by victim’s parents

SOIBAM ROCKY SINGH
NEW DELHI

All four convicts in the De-
cember 16, 2012, Nirbhaya
gang-rape and murder case
will be hanged on January 22
at 7 a.m. inside Tihar jail, a
Delhi court ordered on
Tuesday.

Additional sessions judge
Satish Kumar Arora issued
the death warrants for con-
victs Mukesh, Vinay Sharma,
Akshay Kumar Singh and Pa-
wan Gupta on a plea by the
victim’s parents to expedite
their execution.

Before passing the order,
the judge conducted a video
conference call with the con-
victs, who are lodged in Ti-
har, to hear their side of the
argument.

The victim’s mother, who
was present in the court
when the verdict was pro-
nounced, said the decision
would restore faith of wo-
men in the judiciary.

On December 18 last, the
Supreme Court dismissed a
review petition filed by con-
vict Akshay Kumar Singh
against its 2017 judgment
upholding his death penalty.

In July 2018, the top court
dismissed the review peti-

Options running out

AlL four convicts in the Nirbhaya case will be hanged in Tihar
jail on January 22, with a judge issuing their death warrants

= The convicts can still move
the Supreme Court through
a curative petition before
the date of hanging

= They can also seek pardon
from the President

= The Delhi Prison Rules
specify a minimum of 14
days between the receipt
of the communication of
the rejection of the mercy
petition and the scheduled
date of execution. This
is to enable the prisoner

sentenced to death to
prepare himself, settle his
affairs and meet his family
members for one last
time or to avail himself

of any remaining judicial
remedy

= The Supreme Court
guidelines state that the
jail administration has to
also inform the family
members of the convicts
about the scheduled date of
execution

There is some sense of satisfac-

tion after the issuance of death
warrant against the convicts in the
Nirbhaya case. It took seven years.

This system will have to change.
Such a system must be putin
place which ensures that rapists
are hanged within six months
ARVIND KEJRIWAL, DELHI CHIEF MINISTER

tions of Mukesh, 30, Gupta,
23, and Sharma, 24, saying
no grounds have been made
by them for a review of the
2017 verdict.

A juvenile convict in the
case has been released from
a reformation home after

At least 50 killed in stampede
at Soleimanis funeral in Iran

General was killed in a USS. drone strike near Baghdad airport

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KERMAN

A stampede broke out on
Tuesday at the funeral of a
top Iranian General killed in
a U.S. drone strike near the
Baghdad airport in Iraq,
leaving more than 50 people
dead and many injured as
huge crowds packed his
hometown.

The tragedy in the south-
eastern city of Kerman came
as Iran prepared to bury Re-
volutionary Guards Com-
mander, Qassem Soleimani,
a hugely popular figure in
the Islamic republic. More
than 50 people were killed
and 212 people injured in the
stampede, semi-official news
agency ISNA said, citing offi-
cials in the southeastern city.

The streets of Kerman
overflowed with mourners,
while others took refuge on
hillsides around the city,
where the General was to be
buried at the martyrs’ ceme-
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Tense moments: A woman enquiring about her brother
outside the information office of a hospital in Kerman on

Tuesday. =arp

tery.

Schoolgirls joined chants
of “Death to Trump” from
the crowd.

People converged from
afar on Azadi Square, where
two flag-draped coffins were
on display, with the second
one reportedly containing

the remains of Soleimani’s
closest aide, Brigadier Gen-
eral Hossein Pourjafari.

“We’re here today to pay
respects to the great Com-
mander of the holy defence,”
said a mourner.
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serving a three-year term.
One of the accused in the
case, Ram Singh, died ear-
lier in Tihar Jail.
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Charges against student leader,
but none held for JNU attacks

Aishe Ghosh, 18 others charged with vandalising server room on campus

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

Forty-eight hours after
masked goons attacked stu-
dents and teachers on the
campus of the Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU), the
Delhi police are yet to make
any arrests in the case.

Instead, they have regis-
tered two FIRs against in-
jured president of the JNU
Students Union (JNUSU)
Aishe Ghosh and several oth-
ers for allegedly attacking se-
curity guards and vandalis-
ing a server room on January
4.

The two FIRs against Ms.
Ghosh and the others were
registered at 8.44 p.m. and at
8.49 p.m. on Sunday even as
the masked intruders were
going around the campus
beating up students, enter-
ing hostel rooms and ran-
sacking them.

Faculty plaint ignored

No FIR has been filed by the
police so far on a written
complaint filed on Monday
by a JNU faculty member,
Prof. Sucharita Sen, who suf-
fered head injuries during
the attack. In her complaint,
which has a copy of her med-

Government projects
slower GDP growth

5% estimate in line with RBI forecast

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The government expects the
country’s gross domestic
product (GDP) to grow at a
slower pace of 5% for the full
year 2019-20, as compared
to 6.8% in the previous year,
according to the first ad-
vance estimates released by
the Statistics Ministry on
Tuesday.

This estimate is in line
with projections made by
the Reserve Bank of India,
which had revised GDP
growth downwards to 5% for
2019-20 from 6.1% during its
October policy.

As per the data, the ma-
nufacturing sector is esti-
mated to grow by 2% as com-
pared to a robust growth of
6.9% in 2018-19. Likewise,
the growth in the construc-
tion sector for the fiscal is ex-
pected to see a sharp decline
to 3.2% as against a growth
of 8.7% in the previous year.

Economic growth slowed

New lows

The real GDP is expected to
grow by 5% in FY20 (slowest
since FY09), according to the
estimates released on Tuesday
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to a six-year low of 5% in the
first quarter of the 2019-20
fiscal, while slipping further
to 4.5% growth in the second
quarter (July-September).
The advanced estimates
also forecast slower rate of
growth for real Gross Value
Added (GVA) at 4.9% as
against 6.6% in 2018-19.
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Kicked, abused in police custody, says Sadaf Jatar

Darapuri claimed he was denied a blanket in the cold and was also not provided food for 24 hours

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

Congress worker and social
activist Sadaf Jafar on Tues-
day alleged that not only did
male police officers assault
her in custody but they also
subjected her to communal
slurs and humiliation and
asked her to “go to Pakistan”.

“They said ‘you are a Pa-
kistani’,” Ms. Jafar told The
Hindu after being released
from jail, more than two
weeks after her arrest follow-
ing the violence during the
protests against the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act in
Lucknow.

“They said ‘you eat here
but sing songs of Pakistan.
What have we not provided
to you people? You are doing
jobs here, getting to eat and
also produce kids’,” she
claimed.

Ms. Jafar, a single mother
with two minor children, said
the police accused her of re-

CM
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Former IPS officer S.R. Darapuri and social acti

vist adafJafar

coming out of jail in Lucknow on Tuesday. =pi

ceiving funds from Pakistan.
She claimed that when she
begged the police to allow
her to inform her family of
her detention on December
19, a male police officer beat
her up while women consta-
bles slapped her multiple
times and abused her.

“An officer walked up to
me and pulled my hair — the
whole strand of hair came off
— and then he kicked me on
my stomach and my knee,”

»

Ms. Jafar alleged. “They used
such filthy language that I
can’t repeat it.”

Ms. Jafar and retired IPS of-
ficer S.R. Darapuri were
among the 14 persons grant-
ed bail by a Lucknow court
on Saturday in connection
with the violence.

Social activist and teacher
Robin Verma and theatre ar-
tiste Deepak Mishra, who too
were arrested in connection
with the violence during the

anti-CAA protests in Luck-
now, were granted bail on
Tuesday.

Ex-IPS officer ‘mistreated’
Mr. Darapuri (76), too, al-
leged mistreatment at the
hands of the police. He
claimed he was denied a
blanket in the cold and was
also not provided food for 24
hours. “On December 20, I
was picked up from my house
at 11 a.m. and kept the whole
day at the Ghazipur police
station and was taken to the
Hazratganj police station in
the evening. They showed my
arrest at 7 p.m., and not 11
a.m., from some park,” he
said.

“I didn’t have any [warm]
clothes. They [police] refused
to give me a blanket and
food,” the septuagenarian
said. The police also did not
record his statement at the
police station and fabricated
it, he alleged.

Mr. Darapuri, who is also
an Ambedkarite activist, said
the arrests were an attempt
by the government to sup-
press the voice of activists.

“The government was rat-
tled by the manner in which
the entire country opposed
the law and adopted a tactic
of suppression. They sent
political and social activists to
jail with the strategy that it
would leave protesters out-
side without anyone to guide
them. But the government
has failed in it,” he said.

Mr. Darapuri was under
house arrest on December 19
but was arrested the follow-
ing day. During his house de-
tention, he had posted on Fa-
cebook a photo of him
holding a placard, which read
“Save citizenship”, to express
solidarity with the protesters.

He said he would continue
to exercise his “democratic
right to protest till the law
[CAA] is withdrawn”.

o

Supportive role: Bollywood actor Deepika Padukone visiting

JNU to show solidarity with the students on Tuesday. =ani

ical report from the AIIMS,
Prof. Sen has demanded that
the police register an FIR
that includes attempt to
murder among other sec-
tions of the law.

The FIRs say a large num-
ber of student agitators, in-
cluding Ms. Ghosh, Saket
Moon and 18 others, alleged-
ly entered the Communica-
tion and Information Servic-
es (CIS) office located in the
administration block by
“breaking” a glass door.
They trespassed and dam-
aged the fibre optic cables,

servers and biometric devic-
es and “attacked” security
guards, the FIRs say.

In a video posted online
on Monday, a fringe right-
wing group, Hindu Raksha
Dal, claimed responsibility
for the attack.

The video shows a man,
identifying himself as Pinki
Chaudhary, saying that those
who resort to “anti-national
activities” will be treated in
the same way that JNU stu-
dents and faculty were.
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Leave past
behind: V-C

JNU Vice-Chancellor M.
Jagadesh Kumar urged
students to put the past
behind and return to the
campus. In a brief
statement, Mr. Kumar said,
“Our heart goes out to all
injured students. The
incident [violence] is
unfortunate. I would like
to tell students that JNU
campus is a secure place.
Let us put the past
behind.” » PAGE 3

Allahabad HC
seeks report

The Allahabad HC has
issued directions to the
NHRC to submit a report
in one month on the
alleged police excesses at
the Aligarh Muslim
University. It said, “The
facts of the instant case
indicate alleged violation
of human rights and
negligence in the
prevention of such
violation.” » PAGE 13

Govt. invites diplomats to visit Kashmir

SUHASINI HAIDAR
PEERZADA ASHIQ
NEW DELHI/ SRINAGAR

Five months after its deci-
sion on Article 370, the go-
vernment has invited the

first group of Delhi-based di-
plomats to travel to Srinagar
and assess the situation
there, and is now awaiting a
response from them.
According to sources in

Delhi and Srinagar, security
and hotel and travel arran-
gements are in place for the
visit.
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