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‘Stalkers’ under lens: 3
attacks in 3 days leave
2 girls dead, 1 critical

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, JAN 8

THREE TEENAGED girls from
Kerala were brutally attacked in
the past three days in separate in-
cidents. Of them, two have been
killed and one is battling for her
life.

In two of the cases, the girls
were allegedly attacked by stalk-
ers after they rejected the ad-
vances of the men, according to
the police.In one case, the victim
was attacked after she parted
ways with aman she wasinare-
lationship with, said police,
adding that the man later com-
mitted suicide.

According to the state
women’s commission, there have
been seven such attacks in Kerala
in the past six months.

The body of Eva Antony (17)
from Kochi, who went missing
Tuesday, was found at a tea plan-
tation in Tamil Nadu the same
night with stab injuries, said po-
lice. Twenty-year-old Safar Sha
hasbeenarrested, anditis alleged
that he killed the Class XlI student
after she rejected his proposal.

“For the past eight months, he
had been disturbing my daugh-
ter even after she rejected his ad-
vances. l used to take her to school
every day as she feared him. He
might have blackmailed her into

making the journey with him,”
said Eva’s father Vinod Antony.

At Kakkanad near Kochi, 17-
year-old Noorjahan was stabbed
Monday allegedly by 20-year-old
Amal.

After his arrest, Amal told po-
lice that he attacked Noorjahan
because she rejected his ad-
vances. The girl has sustained 20
stab wounds and is now battling
for life.

In another incident, 19-year-
old Ashika from Karakkonam in
Thiruvananthapuram was at-
tacked in broad daylight Monday.
Anu (24) slit her throat with a
knife and later attempted to kill
himself. Ashika died on the spot
and Anu s at a hospital.

According to police, the two
were inarelationship,and Ashika
walked out of it.

State women’s commission
chairperson M C Josephine said
the commission has come across
sevensuchincidentsin the last six
months.

“Exceptinone case,victimsin
other cases were teenagers or
those below the age of 25.In four
cases, assailants set the women
ablaze and then tried to kill them-
selves.”

She said the situation is
alarming when a stranger or a
stalker feels he has the right to
take away the life of a woman
who has rejected a proposal.

College girl raped at
gunpoint in Patna; 3
held, 1 still on the run

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PATNA, JANUARY 8

AN UNDERGRADUATE student
was allegedly raped by two men
at gunpoint in Patna on Monday
evening. The case was registered
on Tuesday after the girl re-
counted the incident to a friend.
The victimis pursuing a distance
education undergraduate pro-
gramme from an institute in the
state capital. She had been stay-
ing with her sister in Patna.
Patna Senior Superintendent
of Police Upendra Sharma said
the two accused — Vikas Kumar
and Kush Kumar — who had al-
legedly assisted the main ac-
cused, Vinayak Singh and
Sandeep Mukhiya, have been ar-
rested. Vinayak surrendered be-
fore a Patna court on
Wednesday. Sandeep is ab-
sconding. All the accused are
from a local gang, police said.
The incident took place
around 7.30 pm when the four
accused forced the girl at gun-
point to sit in a car near a mall,
police said. Two of them al-
legedly raped her in an apart-
ment behind another mall. The
girl told the women’s police sta-
tion in Patna that she was left at
a city roundabout with the
threat thatavideo of the incident
would be made public if she re-

The victim told the cops
thatshewasleftata
city roundabout after
the crime, with the
threat that avideo of
the incident would be
made public if she
approached police.

ported the incident to the police.

A police officer said the vic-
tim was known to Sandeep, a
resident of Dulhin Bazar near
Patna, who had a parking con-
tract business in the state capi-
tal. He had also contested pan-
chayat elections unsuccessfully.
Vinayak Singh from Hajipur has
a previous criminal record.

Kush and Vikas, who were
associated with Vinayak, al-
legedly ran a gang and commit-
ted petty crimes.

Patna women police station
in-charge Aarti Jaiswal said, “The
site of the incident has been
sealed to preserve forensic evi-
dence. We have booked the ac-
cused for rape and under Arms
Act provisions.”

Bihar Police reported 1,165
cases of rape until September
2019 as against 1,475 in 2018,
1,108 in 2017 and 1,008 in 2016.
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1st corrigendum to Bid Identification No. CE-W.B.P. (O) - 08 / 2019-20
Following changes are made for the work AT SI. No. 01 of IFB “Construction of H.L.
Bridge over river Baitarani at Duttapur village on Katia - Baispani road at 23.500 km
in the District of Jajpur under State Plan for the year 2019-20 and SI. No. 02 of IFB
“Construction of H.L. Bridge at Over river Baitarani at 2.600km on Killaghat -
Beherapatna road at Lalbag (ODR) in the District of Jajpur for the year 2019-20”
vide Bid Identification No. CE-W.B.P. (O) - 08/2019-20.

Reference Items Revised as
Sl. No. of
IFB
1 2 3

Para - 04 The Bid documents will be availale in the web- 15.01.2020 at
site: https://tendersodisha.gov.in from 10.00 Hours

Para - 06 A pre-bid meeting for the work at SI. No. 01 of 22.01.2020 at
IFB 11.30 Hours

Para - 07 Bids shall be received only “online” on or 14.02.2020 at
before 17.00 Hours

Para - 08 Bids received on line shall be opened at 11.30 Hours on
15.02.2020

All other terms and conditions remain unchanged.

34003/11/0018/1920

Sd/- A.K. Tripathy
Chief Engineer
World Bank Project, Odisha

People walk on a snow-covered road in Shimla on Wednesday. Pradeep Kumar

Snowfall halts life in Himachal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, JANUARY 8

A SPELL of heavy snow and rain
brought life to a standstill in
many parts of Himachal Pradesh
Wednesday. Snowfall in middle
and high hills led to closure of
most roads for vehicular traffic,
while electricity transformers
were disrupted in many areas.
Maximum temperature
dropped between eight to nine
degrees below normal, accord-
ing to weather officials.

A total of 879 roads in the
state are closed, PWD officials
said, with 563 roads closed in the
Shimla zone. Around 65 roads
were closed in the Kullu circle,

while 109 roads in the Mandi cir-
cle.In Dalhousie circle 137 roads
were closed. Five National
Highways have been closed as
well, including four in Shimla
and one in Kangra.

Shimla received a total of 47.2
cm of snow from Tuesday morn-
ing to Wednesday afternoon.
The maximum temperature fell
to 1.4 degree Celsius, according
to the Indian Meteorological
Department.

Narkanda in Shimla district
received around four feet of
snow, said district officials. Kalpa
in Kinnaur has received more
than 30 cm of snow since
Tuesday, while Kharapathar in
Shimla received 60 cm of snow
Tuesday. Dalhousie and Kufri

Sabarimala Board
may change stance
on women'’s entry

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, JAN 8

DAYS BEFORE a nine-judge
Constitution bench of Supreme
Court starts hearing the
Sabarimala review petitions from
January 13, the Travancore
Devaswom Board, which runs the
hill shrine in Kerala, is likely to de-
part fromits earlier stand favour-
ing entry for women of all ages.

InFebruary 2019, while the SC
considered a batch of petitions
seeking review of its earlier order
favouring entry of women of
menstruating age to Sabarimala,
the Devaswom Board vehe-
mently opposed petitions and
supported the court’s verdict. The
Board'’s president, N Vasu, on
Wednesday said that the govern-
ing body would decide within a
few days the stand to be adopted
inSC. “The Board would examine
all aspects of the issue, including
traditions at the temple, the legal
aspects of the verdictand its prac-
tical sides,” he said.

More than “any dominating
sentiments” on the issue, he said,
“ground reality” at Sabarimala
matters more for the Board. “We
want a peaceful atmosphere at
the shrine. During the last pilgrim
season, many (women and ac-
tivists) tried to spoil the atmos-
phere at the temple. That cannot

Stategovt’s
U-turn
® onissue

EXPLAINED

WHILE KERALA'S LDF gov-
ernment had taken a firm
stand to allow young
women at Sabarimala after
the September 2018 SC ver-
dict,and Devaswom Board
had backed the move, the
government seems to have
had arethink after the Left’s
rout in 2019 Lok Sabha polls.
In November, after SC kept
review petitions on hold,
the government pointed to
“grey areas” in the judg-
ment and indicated thatitis
“not going to take young
women to the temple”.

be allowed. The Board’s decision
would be for ensuring a peaceful
pilgrim season,” he said.

G Baiju, president of
Travancore Devaswom
Employees Front, the only organ-
isation of the Board’s staff which
has impleaded in the issue, said,
“The employees’ front is of the
stand that age-related restrictions
forwomen entry should be main-
tained. We hope the Board takes
adecision to protect the traditions
and rituals at Sabarimala.”

recorded 35 cm snow each
Tuesday.

The lower hills were lashed
by rain and thundershowers
with Ghumarwin in Bilaspur
and Dharamshala recording 59
mm and 34 mm of rain respec-
tively. There was 54 mm of rain-
fall in Banjar in Kully,and 49 mm
in Nadaun.

In Shimla district, most of the
main and link roads were closed
Wednesday as the snow spell
continued. PWD officials said
that snow and rain-induced
damage to the roads is to the
tune of nearly Rs 84 crore.
Around 425 machines, including
JCBs, dozers and tippers have
been deployed in snow-clearing
operations across the state.

Top court notice
to Centre on plea
for SC status for
Dalit Christians

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

THE SUPREME Court issued no-
tice to the Centre Wednesday on
a plea seeking Scheduled Caste
(SC) status for Dalit Christians.

Appearing for the petitioner,
National Council of Dalit
Christians, advocates Thomas
Franklin Caesar and Gowthaman
told a bench of Chief Justice of
India S A Bobde and Justices BR
Gavai and Surya Kant that
change in religion does not
change social exclusion, and that
there was caste discrimination
in Christianity too.

The Chief Justice remarked
that the same argument could
be raised in the case of the
Muslim community as well,
and added that the court will
therefore have to hear the matter
in detail.

The petition wants the court
to declare as unconstitutional
paragraph (3) of the Constitution
(Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950,
which states, “...no person who
professes a religion different
from Hinduism, Sikhism and
Budhism shall be deemed to be
amember of a scheduled caste.”

The plea sought delinking of
religion from consideration of
Scheduled Caste status, and
making the SC category relgion
neutral.

SMITANAIR
PANAJI, JANUARY 8

A ROYAL Bengal tigress and her
three cubs were poisoned and
their carcass left to rot inside
Mhadei Wildlife Sanctuary in
Goa, forest officials have said.
The accused, three residents of
the local Golavli village, have
been booked under the Wildlife
Protection Act and arrested.

Officials privy to the probe
said the accused allegedly poi-
soned the animals because they
had killed a cow and a buffalo
belonging to them.

One of the accused is a
farmer who owned the cow. The
other two are siblings who
owned the buffalo. While the
three accused have denied their
role in the tiger deaths, forest
and police officials say the cir-
cumstantial evidence points at
them.

According to forest officials,
the tigress and the cubs hunted
down the cow on the night of
December 22. Soon after, a buf-
falo was preyed upon and the
tigers ate a portion of the carcass
and left the rest behind.

“We wenton January 1 tolay
the night cameras near the half-
eaten buffalo carcass to record
the tigers’ presence, but never
captured any visuals as the
tigers never returned. We sus-
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Goa: Tigress, 3 cubs
poisoned, 3 locals held

The last tiger survey by
the Wildlife Institute of
India had accounted
for four adult tigers in
Goa. With the tigress
dead, the official figure
of tigers in the state
now stands at three
adults

pect the angry farmers sprayed
poison on the partly-eaten buf-
falo carcass and when the tigers
returned to finish it on
December 30 or 31, they were
poisoned,” said an official.

The carcass of one of the
cubs was recovered on Sunday.
The other carcasses were recov-
ered from freshly dug pits on
Wednesday and officials sus-
pect they were hidden in the
pits after the first carcass was
found.

All the four carcasses were in
varied stages of decomposition
and forensic tests are being con-
ducted. “The stench is how the
first carcass were found,” said
chief wildlife warden Santosh
Kumar.

The carcasses were found af-
ter villagers from the Dangar
community, who were inside
the forest for a festival, informed

RAKESH ASTHANA CASE

HC to CBI chief: Appear
on Feb 10 if probe not over

PRITAMPALSINGH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

THE CBI Wednesday faced the ire
of the Delhi High Court after it
failed to specify the time within
which it will conclude the probe
into the alleged bribery and ex-
tortion case against its former
special director Rakesh Asthana.
The court sought the presence of
the agency’s director on
February 10if the probe was not
completed by then.

Justice Vibhu Bakhru ordered
the presence of CBI director Rishi
Kumar Shukla if the agency fails
to complete the probe and fileits
final report in the case.

The court’s oral observation
and order wasissued on the CBI’s
application, which, without spec-
ifying the time period for a final
report, stated that the analysis has
been completed at four of the
eight levels of supervision. “It is
clarified; if the investigation in the
case is completed (by February
10), there is no requirement of
any officer (the CBI Director), to
assist the court...,” it said.

The order calling Shukla was
resisted by Additional Solicitor
General Vikramyjit Banerjee, the
CBI's counsel, saying, “At least
one month be given to them
(CBI), because it has completed
the probe in the case and the

Former
CBI special
director
Rakesh
Asthana

same is being examined by the
supervisory officers.”

To which, the court said it
would pass an appropriate order
if the CBI officer concerned was
willing to give an undertaking on
the definite time within which
the probe would be completed.

Taking note of the previous
orders in the matter, including
the January 2019 direction to
complete the investigation
within 10 weeks, the court said,
“it(the delay)is blatant violation
of the order.

“You can’t take your sweet
time to complete it. There are
eight stages of the investigation;
doesn’t mean you take eight
years. If we give you (CBI) time
to complete the investigation, it
must have some meaning,”
Justice Bakhru said.

It noted that the agency had
approached the court with sev-
eral applications for extensions
of time, all of which were al-
lowed. Saying that ASG Banerjee
is unable to tell the court how
much longer the investigation
would take, the court added,

alocal trekker about the stench
and the trekker then alerted for-
est officials.

Rajendra Kerkar, tiger con-
servationist and wildlife expert
in Goa, termed the tiger killings
“brutal”.

“The manner in which they
killed the unsuspecting tiger
family is never heard and cer-
tainly a first in the Sahayadri re-
gion. It'’s a shameful day for us.”

The last tiger survey by the
Wildlife Institute of India had
accounted for four adult tigers
in Goa, says Kumar. “The cubs
were spotted by cameras early
in 2019. The census done in
2017 couldn’t have had them,”
said Kumar. With the tigress
dead, the official figure of tigers
in the state now stands at three
adults.

Earlier in the day, before the
fourth carcass was found, Goa
Health Minister Vishwajit Rane,
tagged Union Minister Prakash
Javadekar in a tweet and sought
a detailed investigation under
Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change.

“With reference to the two
cubs that have been found dead
at Mhadei Wildlife Sanctuary,
Sattari, [ would request Union
Minister for Forest Shri
@PrakashJavdekar to intervene
and send a central team to con-
duct a detailed investigation
into the matter,” Rane tweeted.

“Whoever is the person, has to
complete the investigation in
time-bound manner. Despite the
time frame being specified, in-
vestigation has not been com-
pleted. Moreover, it was clarified
by the court in the last hearing
that no further time will be pro-
vided to the agency. However,
the investigation is still not com-
pleted by the agency.”

This was the third such appli-
cation filed by the CBI since
January 2019.

At Wednesday’s hearing, op-
posing the CBI demand, senior
advocates Mukul Rohatgi, Dayan
Krishnan, N Hariharan and ad-
vocate Amit Anand Tiwari, ap-
pearing for the accused, submit-
ted that the agency must be
given 10 days time to conclude
the probe. Rohatgi, however, said
in case the agency fails to file
their final report in the case, a
person not less than the CBI di-
rector should be present in the
court.

The Indian Express had re-
ported in October that Asthana
is likely to be absolved of all
charges of corruption in the FIR
registered by former CBI direc-
tor Alok Verma. The CBI's inves-
tigating officer (I0) in the case
has prepared a report exonerat-
ing Asthana and it has been sub-
mitted to superiors, according to
sources.

Pardoned by victim kin, convict goes on Narmada yatra

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, JANUARY 8

BEARDED, SPORTING white and saf-
fron alternatively and carrying mini-
mal belongings, Samandar Singh
Dangi could easily pass off as one of

the innumerable people who under-
take the Narmada Parikrama — the cir-

cumambulation of the river on foot.
But the 52-year-old resident of

Semlya Raymal village in Dewas district
has had a very different past. In 1995,
Dangi dragged Franciscan Clarist Sister
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Bid Identification No. S.E.Ctc. (R&B) 9/2019-20
1. The Superintending Engineer, Cuttack (R&B) Circle, Cuttack on
behalf of Governor of Odisha invites on Percentage rate basis bid in
double cover system in ONLINE MODE from eligible contractors for

Government of Odisha

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

CUTTACK (R&B) CIRCLE, CUTTACK
(‘e’~PROCUREMENT NOTICE)

E-mail. ID- sectrb_2006 @yahoo.co.in
Tel/Fax - 0671-2301751/2302751

Road and Building work as mentioned below.

No. of work

o0k wb

© N

Nature of work
Class of contractor
Tender paper cost
Available of bid documents:-
in the website

Date of opening of Bid

- 2 Nos

:- Road and Building work.
- ‘B, ‘A, Special & Super Class

:- Rs. 10000/- (online)

31.01.2020

seen in the said website.

34012/11/0010/1920

life imprisonment. The case hit the
headlines in 2002 when the slain nurse’s
family pardoned him. He was eventu-

From 16.01.2020 to 16.00 Hours of

:- Dt. 01.02.2020 at 11.00 Hours.

The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further
details can be seen from the website: https://tenderodisha.gov.in.
Any addendum / corrigendum / cancellation of tender can also be

Sd/- T.P. Mishra
Superintending Engineer Cuttack (R&B) Circle

RaniMariaoutofa
bus travelling from
Udainagar to
Indore, stabbed
her more than 50
times and fled.
Sister Maria suc-

cumbed to her in-
Samandar juries.
Singh Dangi Singh was later

arrested, convicted
and sentenced to

ally released from prison in 2006.

Sister Maria was beatified in
November 2017 in Indore, not very far
from where she was killed. Singh’s
story was the subject of an award win-
ning documentary — ‘The heart of a
murderer’.

Speaking about his decision to em-
bark on the spiritual journey, Dangi
told The Indian Express, “l want to atone
for what I did. I want to undergo pu-
rification.” “I believe that the Narmada
washes sins committed by the body
and the Ganga gives one moksha (sal-
vation),” he says.

32-year-old lawyer killed
in Lucknow, one arrested

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

LUCKNOW, JANUARY 8

A 32-YEAR-OLD lawyer was allegedly killed by a
group of people in Krishnanagar area of Lucknow
on Tuesday night, triggering protests by lawyers
who demonstrated at the Collectorate office with

his body. Police said that they have arrested one
person and are looking for four others named in

the FIR.

According to police, Shishir Tripathi was killed

over personal enmity with a person who had fallen

out with him around a week ago. Lucknow ASP

(East) Suresh Chandra Rawat said the victim and

the arrested accused — 30-year-old Vinayak
Thakur — “knew each other very well and the mur-
der took place over a personal dispute”.

On a complaint lodged by Tripathi’s brother,

police booked five persons — Upendra Tiwari,

for murder.

Vinayak Thakur, Dheeraj Kumar, Mustafa,
Shubham Yadav, all residents of the same locality,



