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Amid unprecedented Opp-
osition protests, President
Ram Nath Kovind on
Friday praised the new
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act as a historic step and
a fulfillment of Mahatma
Gandhi’s wishes.

In his 70-minute address
to a joint session of
Parliament before the
beginning of the Budget
Session, Mr Kovind
touched upon a number of
issues ranging from facili-
ties for Muslim students,
the Ram temple in
Ayodhya and the need to
improve the economy.
However, when he refer-
red to the CAA, it was
drowned in the crescendo
of “shame, shame” from
the Opposition.

As soon as the President
began praising the con-
tentious CAA, which has
unleashed massive
protests across the coun-
try, members of the ruling
BJP began to thump their
desks and very soon the
Opposition Congress and
other MPs were seen
shouting “shame, shame”.

Congress MPs, includ-
ing senior leaders Sonia
Gandhi and Ghulam Nabi
Azad, sat on the fifth and
sixth rows and refused to

sit in their designated
front row seats. The
Congress MPs also wore
black armbands.

At around 11.45 am, as
the President was still
speaking on the CAA,
Trinamul Congress MPs
got up and silently stood,
some wearing white
shirts with “No NRC”
written on them, and
other brandishing cloth
placards with “No CAA,
No NRC and No NPR”
written on them.

Not only did the
President hail the new cit-
izenship law, he also criti-
cised any kind of violence,
saying it would weaken
society and the nation,
without directly referring
to the anti-CAA protests
across the country, some
of which have seen vio-
lence.
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Exactly 15 hours before
they were due to be
hanged, the four Nirbhaya
gangrape-murder case
convicts on Friday got yet
another last-minute
reprieve as a Delhi court
deferred their execution
indefinitely.

Convicts Mukesh Kumar
Singh (32), Pawan Gupta
(25), Akshay Kumar Singh
(31) and Vinay Kumar
Sharma (26) — who were
due to be executed at 6 am
on Saturday — will not be
hanged until further court
orders. However, mercy
petition filed by convict
Vinay Sharma got the
hanging postponed. 

Additional sessions
judge Dharmender Rana
passed the order on the
plea by the convicts seek-
ing adjournment of the
executions “sine die”. This
is the second time that the
execution of the death war-
rants has been deferred.
The first order for execu-
tion of death sentence,
issued on January 7 for

January 22, was stayed on
January 17. The second
order, issued on January
17, for February 1 was
stayed on Friday.

In deeply distressing
scenes outside the Patiala
House court complex here,
Nirbhaya’s mother Asha
Devi broke down and cried
after the execution of the
four men convicted in the

2012 gangrape, torture and
murder of her 23-year-old
daughter was postponed
for a second time.

Asha Devi said convicts’
lawyer A.P. Singh had
bragged to her in open
court that “the hanging
will never happen”.
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India on Friday started evacuating
its nationals from Wuhan in China
in the wake of the deadly novel
coronavirus (n-COV) that has led
to over 200 deaths and over 9,000
confirmed cases of infection.

The first special flight of Air
India, a double-decker Boeing 747
jumbo jet with 15 cabin crew and
five cockpit crew, left Mumbai on
Friday morning and stopped in
New Delhi in between to pick up
medicines and other essentials
before flying to Wuhan. This
jumbo is configured with 423 seats.
About 366 Indian nationals will be
flown back to India by midnight. A
second flight will depart for China
on Saturday morning.

A team of five doctors from
Delhi’s Ram Manohar Lohia hospi-
tal (RML), a paramedic from Air
India with prescribed medicines,
masks, overcoats and packed food
are travelling to Wuhan in the spe-
cial flight. A team of engineers,
security personnel is also in this
special aircraft. The Air India
crew will have minimum contact
with the passengers being flown
in. “Food will be kept in seat pock-
ets. As there will be no service, the-
re will be no interaction (between
cabin crew and passengers),” an
Air India spokesman said. He
added masks have been arranged
for the crew and passengers. “For
our crew, we have also arranged
complete protective gear,” he said.

In India, special arrangements
have been made to keep the incom-
ing passengers in special quaran-
tine zones. The Indian Army and
the Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) have swiftly created facili-
ties in their camps. While the ITBP
facility was set up near Chhawla
Camp in New Delhi for the quaran-
tine of approximately 600 people
and the Indian Army has created a
quarantine facility near Manesar,
where 300 people will be monitored
for a duration of at least two weeks
for signs of coronavirus.

Indian Army officials said
screening and quarantine will be a
two-step process. “The first one
being screening at the airport, fol-
lowed by the quarantine at Mane-
sar, and if any individual is sus-
pected to be infected, he/she will
be shifted to the isolation ward at
Base Hospital, Delhi Cantonment
(BHDC),” said officials. The
screening at the airport will be
done by a joint team of Armed
Forces Medical Services (AFMS)
and Airport Health Authority.
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India to evacuate
366 from Wuhan
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Bating for massive wealth
creation in the country, the
Economic Survey 2020 on
Friday said that the coun-
try’s economy would grow
by six or 6.5 per cent in the
fiscal year starting April 1,
2020. The economic growth
for FY20 would remain at
five per cent.

The Survey — tabled by
finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman a day before

the Union Budget for 2020-
21 — also called for mea-
sures to attain $5-trillion
economy by 2024.

The Survey also made a
case for relaxing the fiscal
deficit target of 3.3 per cent
of GDP in view of the need
to arrest declining growth,
estimated to touch an 11-
year low of five per cent in
the current fiscal.

Apart from asking the
government to consider
reducing food subsidy, the
Survey has called upon
people to look at business-

men with respect as they
create wealth and jobs.

The Survey, authored by
Chief Economic Adviser
Krishnamurthy Subrama-
nian, also introduced 10
new ideas to boost growth,
including wealth creation
that benefits all, markets
enable wealth creation,
trust is a public good that
increases with use, grass-
root entrepreneurs that
create wealth in their dis-
tricts, pro-business poli-
cies give equal opportuni-
ty, remove anachronistic

government interventions,
job creation etc.

Listing global trade ten-
sions and oil prices rising
from an escalation in US-
Iran standoff as downside
risks to growth, the Survey
also pointed out that the
GDP growth of India
should strongly rebound in
2020-21 on a low statistical
base of five per cent growth
in 2019-20. Amid soaring
expenditure on account of
big ticket announcements
and shrinking revenue in
2019, the government tar-

geted to contain the fiscal
deficit at `7.04 lakh crore
or 3.3 per cent of gross
domestic product or GDP,
in the financial year end-
ing March 2020, from `6.49
lakh crore or 3.4 per cent of
GDP in the previous year.

Despite the global slow-
down, Ms Subramanian is
confident that economic
slowdown has bottomed
out. However, he rejected
his predecessor Arvind
Subramanian’s analysis of
India’s GDP growth rate
being overestimated by 2.7

per cent post-2011, saying
the allegation was
‘unfounded’ and ‘unsub-
stantiated by the data’.

“If you look at the busi-
ness cycle phenomena in
India, typically if you look
at the peaks and troughs
and co-relate it with what
has happened, it seems like
we have hit the trough
therefore there should be
uptick in growth,” he told
reporters on Friday.
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Air India’s officials, cabin crew, cockpit crew and other people pose for
a photograph before the departure of the airline’s B747 aircraft from
New Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International Airport to bring back Indians
from coronavirus-hit city of Wuhan in China. — PTI
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Four more people with suspicion
of coronavirus self-reported to the
Fever Hospital on Friday and gave
their samples for testing as they
had cough and cold. All four are
from the business community or
are software engineers, who have
returned from China in recent
times. They were worried after
reading about the virus and want-
ed to get themselves evaluated.

Meanwhile, the helpline number
is buzzing with those who have
normal cold, with those with per-
sistent cough calling in to check
whether they should submit their
samples. Officials have been ask-
ing them not to worry as the virus
was yet found in any of the sam-
ples tested from Telangana.

Of the 11 samples collected and
sent for testing to Pune, nine sam-
ples returned as negative, while
results of two others are awaited.
Two new samples have also been
sent to Pune for testing.

The testing kits from the central
government arrived at the Gandhi
Hospital on Friday and the testing
would start within 24 hours here.
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Four more
suspected
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New York, Jan. 31: The World
Health Organization (WHO)
declared the outbreak sparked by
coronavirus in China that has
spread to more than a dozen coun-
tries as a global emergency on
Thursday after the number of
cases spiked more than tenfold in
a week.

The UN health agency defines an
international emergency as an
“extraordinary event’’ that consti-
tutes a risk to other countries and
requires a coordinated interna-
tional response.

China first informed WHO about
cases of the new virus in late
December. To date, China has
reported nearly 10,000 cases
including 212 deaths. Eighteen
other countries have since report-

ed cases, as scientists race to
understand how exactly the virus
is spreading and how severe it is.

Experts say there is significant
evidence the virus is spreading
among people in China and have
noted with concern instances in
other countries — including the
United States, France, Japan,
Germany, Canada, South Korea
and Vietnam — where there have
also been isolated cases of human-
to-human transmission.

Speaking to reporters in Geneva,
WHO director-general Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus noted the
worrisome spread of the virus
between people outside China.

“The main reason for this decla-
ration is not because of what is
happening in China but because

of what is happening in other
countries,” he said. “Our greatest
concern is the potential for this
virus to spread to countries with
weaker health systems which are
ill-prepared to deal with it.”

In the wake of numerous air-
lines cancelling flights to China
and businesses temporarily clos-
ing hundreds of shops, Mr Tedros
said WHO was not recommending
limiting travel or trade to China.

The United States, however,
advised against all travel to China
on Friday.

The US State Department’s level
4 “Do Not Travel” advisory, the
highest grade of warning, told
Americans in China to consider
departing using commercial
means. — AP

WHO declares global emergency

UP captor killed,
his wife lynched
Farrukhabad (UP), Jan.
31: The hostage crisis
here ended early Friday
after 23 children held cap-
tive for eight hours were
rescued by police and the
captor shot dead, while
his wife was lynched by
angry villagers 

Eight policemen and a
local resident were hurt
when Subhash Batham,
40, opened fire at them
during the siege in
Kasaria village, police
said. 

“The accused had invit-
ed the children for his
daughter’s birthday party
and held them hostage,”
director-general of police
O.P. Singh said. 

“It started about 5.45 pm
on January 30 and contin-
ued for about eight
hours,” the Uttar Pradesh
DGP said. 

The crisis continued
past midnight. Police said
Batham, who was a mur-
der accused and appeared
mentally unstable, initial-
ly released a six-month-
old girl by handing her
over to a neighbour from
a balcony. 

They said Batham, who

was out on bail, had
demanded the withdrawal
of a murder case against
him. “The accused was
killed and there were
about 23 children who
were rescued safely,”
additional chief secretary
(Home) Awanish Awasthi
told reporters at a hur-
riedly called press confer-
ence at 1.20 am on Friday. 

Batham’s wife died in
hospital late on Thursday
night. She had tried to
escape from the spot, but
was caught by angry par-
ents who thrashed her
and pelted stones at her,
Kanpur Inspector General
Mohit Agarwal said. 

She suffered a head
injury in the attack, but
the exact cause of death
would be known after
post-mortem, he said. 

The children were con-
fined to the basement of
the house. Agarwal said
Batham wanted to talk to
the local MLA, but
refused to speak to him
when he arrived, Agarwal
said. 
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PIO appointed
IBM global CEO

New York: Indian-origin
technology executive

Arvind Krishna has been
elected Chief Executive

Officer of American IT giant
IBM, succeeding Virginia

Rometty. He will take
charge on April 6. Krishna is

currently IBM Senior Vice
President for Cloud and

Cognitive Software. Krishna,
57, had joined IBM in 1990
and has an undergraduate

degree from the IIT, Kanpur,
and a PhD in electrical engi-
neering from the University

of Illinois. — PTI

Gates’ daughter 
to wed Egyptian

New Delhi: The world’s
second richest person

Bill Gates’ daughter
Jennifer Gates has

announced her engage-
ment to Egyptian show

jumper Nayel Nassar.
Jennifer announced her

engagement on Thursday
Instagram by sharing

their picture. Both
Jennifer and Nayel
attended Stanford

University and love the
equine sport. Bill and

Melinda Gates said they
were thrilled for the couple.

Trump trial may
end very soon

Washington: Republican
Senator Lamar Alexander
of Tennessee will oppose
calling more witnesses in

President Donald
Trump’s impeachment

trial, all but dashing
Democratic efforts to

hear more testimony and
boosting odds the Sen-

ate will vote to acquit Mr
Trump by Friday. A vote

on witnesses, expected
on Friday, could end the

trial abruptly. — PTI

■ Full rreport oon PPage 111

JD(U) opposes
BJP on NPR

New Delhi: The JD(U) on
Friday urged the govern-

ment during an NDA meet-
ing on Friday to remove

questions seeking details of
parents in the National

Population Register (NPR)
questionnaire. JD(U) leader

Lalan Singh said he raised
the issue at the NDA meet-

ing and home minister Amit
Shah assured that the mat-
ter will be discussed. Singh

said the Shiromani Akali
Dal, another BJP ally, also
supported it on the issue. 
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Amid unprecedented Opp-
osition protests, President
Ram Nath Kovind on
Friday praised the new
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act as a historic step and
a fulfillment of Mahatma
Gandhi’s wishes.

In his 70-minute address
to a joint session of
Parliament before the
beginning of the Budget
Session, Mr Kovind
touched upon a number of
issues ranging from facili-
ties for Muslim students,
the Ram temple in
Ayodhya and the need to
improve the economy.
However, when he refer-
red to the CAA, it was
drowned in the crescendo
of “shame, shame” from
the Opposition.

As soon as the President
began praising the con-
tentious CAA, which has
unleashed massive
protests across the coun-
try, members of the ruling
BJP began to thump their
desks and very soon the
Opposition Congress and
other MPs were seen
shouting “shame, shame”.

Congress MPs, includ-
ing senior leaders Sonia
Gandhi and Ghulam Nabi
Azad, sat on the fifth and
sixth rows and refused to

sit in their designated
front row seats. The
Congress MPs also wore
black armbands.

At around 11.45 am, as
the President was still
speaking on the CAA,
Trinamul Congress MPs
got up and silently stood,
some wearing white
shirts with “No NRC”
written on them, and
other brandishing cloth
placards with “No CAA,
No NRC and No NPR”
written on them.

Not only did the
President hail the new cit-
izenship law, he also criti-
cised any kind of violence,
saying it would weaken
society and the nation,
without directly referring
to the anti-CAA protests
across the country, some
of which have seen vio-
lence.
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Exactly 15 hours before
they were due to be
hanged, the four Nirbhaya
gangrape-murder case
convicts on Friday got yet
another last-minute
reprieve as a Delhi court
deferred their execution
indefinitely.

Convicts Mukesh Kumar
Singh (32), Pawan Gupta
(25), Akshay Kumar Singh
(31) and Vinay Kumar
Sharma (26) — who were
due to be executed at 6 am
on Saturday — will not be
hanged until further court
orders. However, mercy
petition filed by convict
Vinay Sharma got the
hanging postponed. 

Additional sessions
judge Dharmender Rana
passed the order on the
plea by the convicts seek-
ing adjournment of the
executions “sine die”. This
is the second time that the
execution of the death war-
rants has been deferred.
The first order for execu-
tion of death sentence,
issued on January 7 for

January 22, was stayed on
January 17. The second
order, issued on January
17, for February 1 was
stayed on Friday.

In deeply distressing
scenes outside the Patiala
House court complex here,
Nirbhaya’s mother Asha
Devi broke down and cried
after the execution of the
four men convicted in the

2012 gangrape, torture and
murder of her 23-year-old
daughter was postponed
for a second time.

Asha Devi said convicts’
lawyer A.P. Singh had
bragged to her in open
court that “the hanging
will never happen”.
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India on Friday started evacuating
its nationals from Wuhan in China
in the wake of the deadly novel
coronavirus (n-COV) that has led
to over 200 deaths and over 9,000
confirmed cases of infection.

The first special flight of Air
India, a double-decker Boeing 747
jumbo jet with 15 cabin crew and
five cockpit crew, left Mumbai on
Friday morning and stopped in
New Delhi in between to pick up
medicines and other essentials
before flying to Wuhan. This
jumbo is configured with 423 seats.
About 366 Indian nationals will be
flown back to India by midnight. A
second flight will depart for China
on Saturday morning.

A team of five doctors from
Delhi’s Ram Manohar Lohia hospi-
tal (RML), a paramedic from Air
India with prescribed medicines,
masks, overcoats and packed food
are travelling to Wuhan in the spe-
cial flight. A team of engineers,
security personnel is also in this
special aircraft. The Air India
crew will have minimum contact
with the passengers being flown
in. “Food will be kept in seat pock-
ets. As there will be no service, the-
re will be no interaction (between
cabin crew and passengers),” an
Air India spokesman said. He
added masks have been arranged
for the crew and passengers. “For
our crew, we have also arranged
complete protective gear,” he said.

In India, special arrangements
have been made to keep the incom-
ing passengers in special quaran-
tine zones. The Indian Army and
the Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) have swiftly created facili-
ties in their camps. While the ITBP
facility was set up near Chhawla
Camp in New Delhi for the quaran-
tine of approximately 600 people
and the Indian Army has created a
quarantine facility near Manesar,
where 300 people will be monitored
for a duration of at least two weeks
for signs of coronavirus.

Indian Army officials said
screening and quarantine will be a
two-step process. “The first one
being screening at the airport, fol-
lowed by the quarantine at Mane-
sar, and if any individual is sus-
pected to be infected, he/she will
be shifted to the isolation ward at
Base Hospital, Delhi Cantonment
(BHDC),” said officials. The
screening at the airport will be
done by a joint team of Armed
Forces Medical Services (AFMS)
and Airport Health Authority.
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Bating for massive wealth
creation in the country, the
Economic Survey 2020 on
Friday said that the coun-
try’s economy would grow
by six or 6.5 per cent in the
fiscal year starting April 1,
2020. The economic growth
for FY20 would remain at
five per cent.

The Survey — tabled by
finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman a day before

the Union Budget for 2020-
21 — also called for mea-
sures to attain $5-trillion
economy by 2024.

The Survey also made a
case for relaxing the fiscal
deficit target of 3.3 per cent
of GDP in view of the need
to arrest declining growth,
estimated to touch an 11-
year low of five per cent in
the current fiscal.

Apart from asking the
government to consider
reducing food subsidy, the
Survey has called upon
people to look at business-

men with respect as they
create wealth and jobs.

The Survey, authored by
Chief Economic Adviser
Krishnamurthy Subrama-
nian, also introduced 10
new ideas to boost growth,
including wealth creation
that benefits all, markets
enable wealth creation,
trust is a public good that
increases with use, grass-
root entrepreneurs that
create wealth in their dis-
tricts, pro-business poli-
cies give equal opportuni-
ty, remove anachronistic

government interventions,
job creation etc.

Listing global trade ten-
sions and oil prices rising
from an escalation in US-
Iran standoff as downside
risks to growth, the Survey
also pointed out that the
GDP growth of India
should strongly rebound in
2020-21 on a low statistical
base of five per cent growth
in 2019-20. Amid soaring
expenditure on account of
big ticket announcements
and shrinking revenue in
2019, the government tar-

geted to contain the fiscal
deficit at `7.04 lakh crore
or 3.3 per cent of gross
domestic product or GDP,
in the financial year end-
ing March 2020, from `6.49
lakh crore or 3.4 per cent of
GDP in the previous year.

Despite the global slow-
down, Ms Subramanian is
confident that economic
slowdown has bottomed
out. However, he rejected
his predecessor Arvind
Subramanian’s analysis of
India’s GDP growth rate
being overestimated by 2.7

per cent post-2011, saying
the allegation was
‘unfounded’ and ‘unsub-
stantiated by the data’.

“If you look at the busi-
ness cycle phenomena in
India, typically if you look
at the peaks and troughs
and co-relate it with what
has happened, it seems like
we have hit the trough
therefore there should be
uptick in growth,” he told
reporters on Friday.
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Air India’s officials, cabin crew, cockpit crew and other people pose for
a photograph before the departure of the airline’s B747 aircraft from
New Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International Airport to bring back Indians
from coronavirus-hit city of Wuhan in China. — PTI
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Four more people with suspicion
of coronavirus self-reported to the
Fever Hospital on Friday and gave
their samples for testing as they
had cough and cold. All four are
from the business community or
are software engineers, who have
returned from China in recent
times. They were worried after
reading about the virus and want-
ed to get themselves evaluated.

Meanwhile, the helpline number
is buzzing with those who have
normal cold, with those with per-
sistent cough calling in to check
whether they should submit their
samples. Officials have been ask-
ing them not to worry as the virus
was yet found in any of the sam-
ples tested from Telangana.

Of the 11 samples collected and
sent for testing to Pune, nine sam-
ples returned as negative, while
results of two others are awaited.
Two new samples have also been
sent to Pune for testing.

The testing kits from the central
government arrived at the Gandhi
Hospital on Friday and the testing
would start within 24 hours here.
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Four more
suspected
cases in city

New York, Jan. 31: The World
Health Organization (WHO)
declared the outbreak sparked by
coronavirus in China that has
spread to more than a dozen coun-
tries as a global emergency on
Thursday after the number of
cases spiked more than tenfold in
a week.

The UN health agency defines an
international emergency as an
“extraordinary event’’ that consti-
tutes a risk to other countries and
requires a coordinated interna-
tional response.

China first informed WHO about
cases of the new virus in late
December. To date, China has
reported nearly 10,000 cases
including 212 deaths. Eighteen
other countries have since report-

ed cases, as scientists race to
understand how exactly the virus
is spreading and how severe it is.

Experts say there is significant
evidence the virus is spreading
among people in China and have
noted with concern instances in
other countries — including the
United States, France, Japan,
Germany, Canada, South Korea
and Vietnam — where there have
also been isolated cases of human-
to-human transmission.

Speaking to reporters in Geneva,
WHO director-general Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus noted the
worrisome spread of the virus
between people outside China.

“The main reason for this decla-
ration is not because of what is
happening in China but because

of what is happening in other
countries,” he said. “Our greatest
concern is the potential for this
virus to spread to countries with
weaker health systems which are
ill-prepared to deal with it.”

In the wake of numerous air-
lines cancelling flights to China
and businesses temporarily clos-
ing hundreds of shops, Mr Tedros
said WHO was not recommending
limiting travel or trade to China.

The United States, however,
advised against all travel to China
on Friday.

The US State Department’s level
4 “Do Not Travel” advisory, the
highest grade of warning, told
Americans in China to consider
departing using commercial
means. — AP

WHO declares global emergency

UP captor killed,
his wife lynched
Farrukhabad (UP), Jan.
31: The hostage crisis
here ended early Friday
after 23 children held cap-
tive for eight hours were
rescued by police and the
captor shot dead, while
his wife was lynched by
angry villagers 

Eight policemen and a
local resident were hurt
when Subhash Batham,
40, opened fire at them
during the siege in
Kasaria village, police
said. 

“The accused had invit-
ed the children for his
daughter’s birthday party
and held them hostage,”
director-general of police
O.P. Singh said. 

“It started about 5.45 pm
on January 30 and contin-
ued for about eight
hours,” the Uttar Pradesh
DGP said. 

The crisis continued
past midnight. Police said
Batham, who was a mur-
der accused and appeared
mentally unstable, initial-
ly released a six-month-
old girl by handing her
over to a neighbour from
a balcony. 

They said Batham, who

was out on bail, had
demanded the withdrawal
of a murder case against
him. “The accused was
killed and there were
about 23 children who
were rescued safely,”
additional chief secretary
(Home) Awanish Awasthi
told reporters at a hur-
riedly called press confer-
ence at 1.20 am on Friday. 

Batham’s wife died in
hospital late on Thursday
night. She had tried to
escape from the spot, but
was caught by angry par-
ents who thrashed her
and pelted stones at her,
Kanpur Inspector General
Mohit Agarwal said. 

She suffered a head
injury in the attack, but
the exact cause of death
would be known after
post-mortem, he said. 

The children were con-
fined to the basement of
the house. Agarwal said
Batham wanted to talk to
the local MLA, but
refused to speak to him
when he arrived, Agarwal
said. 
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CORONAVIRUS SCARE

PIO appointed
IBM global CEO

New York: Indian-origin
technology executive

Arvind Krishna has been
elected Chief Executive

Officer of American IT giant
IBM, succeeding Virginia

Rometty. He will take
charge on April 6. Krishna is

currently IBM Senior Vice
President for Cloud and

Cognitive Software. Krishna,
57, had joined IBM in 1990
and has an undergraduate

degree from the IIT, Kanpur,
and a PhD in electrical engi-
neering from the University

of Illinois. — PTI

Gates’ daughter 
to wed Egyptian

New Delhi: The world’s
second richest person

Bill Gates’ daughter
Jennifer Gates has

announced her engage-
ment to Egyptian show

jumper Nayel Nassar.
Jennifer announced her

engagement on Thursday
Instagram by sharing

their picture. Both
Jennifer and Nayel
attended Stanford

University and love the
equine sport. Bill and

Melinda Gates said they
were thrilled for the couple.

Trump trial may
end very soon

Washington: Republican
Senator Lamar Alexander
of Tennessee will oppose
calling more witnesses in

President Donald
Trump’s impeachment

trial, all but dashing
Democratic efforts to

hear more testimony and
boosting odds the Sen-

ate will vote to acquit Mr
Trump by Friday. A vote

on witnesses, expected
on Friday, could end the

trial abruptly. — PTI

■ Full rreport oon PPage 111

JD(U) opposes
BJP on NPR

New Delhi: The JD(U) on
Friday urged the govern-

ment during an NDA meet-
ing on Friday to remove

questions seeking details of
parents in the National

Population Register (NPR)
questionnaire. JD(U) leader

Lalan Singh said he raised
the issue at the NDA meet-

ing and home minister Amit
Shah assured that the mat-
ter will be discussed. Singh

said the Shiromani Akali
Dal, another BJP ally, also
supported it on the issue. 
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The five Es
Minister P. Ajay Kumar says education,
enforcement, engineering, environment and
emergency care essential for road safety

10 am to 2 pm: Gudimalka-
pur, VBG Garden, Navodaya

Colony, Sabernagar,
Gollabasti; Huda Colony,

Alinagar, Priya Colony,
Jayanagar, Navodaya Colony.

2 pm to 5 pm: Humayun-
nagar, Mehdipatnam, MIGH,

Sriramnagar, Muradnagar;
Vijaynagar colony, 

Owaisi park. 

CORONA‘VIRUS’
AFFECTING 

COMPUTERS TOO
T.S.S. SSIDDHARTH || DDC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31

As it is turning out, coron-
avirus is affecting not just
humans but computers as well.

Antivirus experts from
Kaspersky have found mali-
cious files disguised as docu-
ments related to newly discov-
ered coronavirus corrupting
computers. People, worried
about the virus, which has
caught the attention of the
world, are ending up clicking
the malware documents think-
ing they contain information
about the virus.

The discovered malicious
files come masked within pdf,
mp4, and docx files on coron-
avirus. The names of files
imply that they contain video
instructions on how to protect
yourself from the virus,
updates on the threat, and even
virus detection procedures. 

The fact is that these files con-
tained a range of threats from
Trojans to worms, which are
capable of destroying, block-
ing, modifying or copying data,
as well as interfering with the
operation of computers or
computer networks.

Kaspersky malware analyst
Anton Ivanov observed,
“Coronavirus, which is being
widely discussed as a major
news story, has already been
used as bait by cybercriminals.
So far, we have seen only 10
unique files. As this sort of
activity often happens with
popular media topics, we expect
that coronavirus files may
grow. With people continuing to
be worried of their health, we
could see more and more mal-
ware being spread hidden
inside fake documents on coro-
navirus,” Mr Ivanov added.

Malware experts say comput-
er users must avoid suspicious
links promising exclusive con-
tent. Users can refer to official
sources for trustworthy and
legitimate information. People
must also look at extension of
the files downloaded. Docu-
ments and video files should not
have either .exe or .lnk formats.

POWER | SHUTDOWN

SHORT TAKES
PEOPLE RUSH

FOR AYURVEDA,
HOMOEOPATHY

DC CCORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31 

People are buying homoeopathy
and ayurvedic medicines that
cost between `50 to `100 as a
protection against the Chinese
coronavirus. Such is the worry
among people that videos, pic-
tures and written columns on
the coronavirus infection are
making their way into social
media. 

There are sermons and verses
from various religious texts
being shared for the people to
recite and protect themselves
from the virus. Doctors of mod-
ern medicine do not accept
claims from the homoeopathy
and ayurveda they state that
the methods of prevention
must be followed. Prevention is
the best way to protect oneself
from the virus, they said.

Year of Nurses

Nurses from various health organisations take out a rally from Osmania hospital to Osmania Medical College at Koti to celebrate the Year of
Nurses. The WHO has declared 2020 as the Year of Nurses to honour the 200-year legacy of Florence Nightingale. — P. SURENDRA

Bizmen brace for massive
losses due to coronavirus
With factories in China shut down, orders set to be delayed
ADITYA CCHUNDURU II DDC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31

Hyderabad’s economy is
not immune to the coron-
avirus that is sweeping
China. Though the virus
has not yet made its way
into the city, many of its
businesses are preparing
to brace for massive losses
due to stoppage or delay in
transport of cargo from
China, where most of
their goods come from.

Importers who generally
visit China to place orders
said they wouldn’t go
there any time soon.
Multiple businessmen
who depend on these
imported goods said they
will soon run out of exist-
ing stocks. 

Naveen from Cinderella
Imported Shoppe in
Jubilee Hills, which sells
imported knick knacks
and electronics, said he
expects to see a massive
impact on his business,
and others like his, by the
end of February. He
receives goods from
importers in Mumbai,
who get them from China.

“Most of the stocks we
are selling arrived a
month ago from China.
This stock will last anoth-
er month. This is a perpet-
ual process. However,
importers we work with
have told me that they are
not willing to visit China
anytime soon to place
more orders. So the ship-
ments are bound to be
delayed,” he said. 

Kaizer of Roland
Electronics, which sells
electronics components
for industrial and educa-
tional use, said the elec-
tronics market would see
the biggest impact. “Many
factories in China which
manufacture electronic
goods have been instruct-
ed to shut down. So the
delay has begun right at
the production level.
Shipments will be delayed
even further,” he said. 

Kaizer said that even a
week-long delay in 
shipments would have a
massive impact on his
business. 

“Normally, we visit cities
in China to place orders
but I won’t be doing that
now. I can even live with a
slowed-down business. My
life is important to me and
I can’t risk it,” he said.
Kaizer rued that the
Indian manufacturing
base of semiconductors
and electronics was small.
“In my experience, 99 per
cent of all electronics are
made in China. It is unfor-
tunate that we have to
depend on foreign mar-
kets,” he said.

Some businessmen said
the prices of some goods
will rise in the coming
month. 

“Electronics which do
not come under the MRP

regime are expected to
rise by 10-15 per cent,”
said Kaizer. 

At the same time, goods
which have printed MRPs
on their packaging will
cause a fall in profits for
other.  Some businesses
also said they were fortu-

nate to be immune from
the coronavirus fallout
due to its coincidence with
the Chinese New Year.

Agarwal from Jai
Bhawani International,
which imports building
materials, said most facto-
ries in China that he deals

with were already shut for
new year celebrations.
“We were already working
with suppliers from other
countries so we won’t be
affected. In any case, we
have a buffer stock that
will last us through six
months,” he said. 

Pharma cos worry about
supply of Chinese APIs

52 medical bodies meet
with TS health minister
DC CCORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31 

Fifty-two medical associa-
tions in the state met on
Saturday and urged health
minister Etala Rajendar to
stop the proposed rational-
isation scheme as it was
creating a dispute among
health employees. 

The rationalisation
scheme is leading to jun-
iors getting promoted and
senior employees being
ignored. 

Dr Putta Srinivas, con-
vener of the Telangana
Joint Action Committee of
health and medical depart-
ment, explained, “The gov-
ernment is replacing peo-

ple instead of recruiting
for the sanctioned posts.
This is not the right prac-
tice.”

He said the rules have to
be followed and in sanc-
tioned posts proper steps
must taken which will
ensure that seniors are not
bypassed. “The practice of
rationalisation is not good
as all of us have participat-
ed and fought for state-
hood,” he said.

Rationalisation is being
done in the positions of
heads of department and
the leading posts. There
are 33 districts where only
incharge district medical
and health officers have
been appointed. The JAC

said the state had 1.6 lakh
health employees and they
wanted the government to
look into their demands
for health cards, contract
employees to be made per-
manent and filling up sanc-
tioned posts. 

The government order
has been issued for forma-
tion of nursing directorate
but there is no work done
on that front. There is no
work done for the regional
directorates either, the
employees said.

Contract employees in
Vaidya Vidhan Parishad
are paid once in two
months and there is a
demand they must get
their salaries every month. 

KANIZA GGARARI II DDC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31

Active pharmaceutical
ingredients (API), raw
materials to make medi-
cines, are imported by
pharmaceutical compa-
nies from China. There is
concern that the coron-
avirus could be transmit-
ted through these materi-
als or through the con-
tainers that import these
materials into India.

The API and intermedi-
ates come in tonnes to
India from China. The
manufacturers are located
in different parts of
China. India is one of the
biggest importers of API
and intermediates for the
pharmaceutical industry. 

With the partial shut-
down in China, the bulk
manufacturers of phar-
maceutical ingredients
India are worried.
Hyderabad is one of the
main drug-makers in
India. A bulk manufactur-
er of intermediate materi-
als for medicines in
Hyderabad explained,
“We get our intermediate
material from the part of
China which is so far not
affected. But we do not

know if the production is
going to resume after the
Chinese New Year. There
is a lot of confusion as the
virus infection has led to
shutdown in most parts of
China. They are also not
sure and have asked us to
wait.”

There is concern among
the manufacturers who
have their production
schedules chalked out
about the supply of APIs.
The manufacturers are
also worried whether
these materials will be
subjected to checks at dif-
ferent levels before being
sent out to India.

A senior researcher with
a private company said

that API is the active chem-
ical of the medicine which
helps to fight the disease.
“The coronavirus spread
has led to concern whether
it can contaminate the
material. Since the etiolo-
gy of the virus is not
known there is a lot of
worry. Can it stick to the
containers, boxes or mate-
rials in which these API’s
are transported,” he asked.

These are huge ship-
ments which come in con-
tainers and there are no
checks at the ports for the
materials. A senior
researcher with the com-
pany explained, “The
quarantine which is prac-
ticed for humans has to
also be implemented at
the material level. There
will be checks in China
too. But we will have to do
our own checking if the
spread is not contained.
Once the etiology is
known the exact behav-
iour of the virus will be
clear. We have to wait till
then.” For a long time, the
government of India has
been trying to get APIs
manufactured in India but
it has not been very suc-
cessful as it involves high
costs.

MS to now get 
disability status
T.S.S. SSIDDHARTH II DDC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31

Reacting to a news analy-
sis published in these
columns on January 6,
the state government’s
department for welfare of
disabled has said it would
issue disability certifi-
cates to patients afflicted
with multiple sclerosis
starting next month.

This disease, which has
no treatment, is control-
lable only by a slew of
expensive drugs. Multiple
sclerosis patients (MSPs)
of the city are overjoyed
with the government’s
decision. They say that
disability certificates
would entitle them to edu-
cational scholarship
schemes, rebate in
income tax, reservation
in government jobs, free
travel in state buses,
loans for setting up busi-
nesses and so on.

“We have received
orders only today
(Friday). We will be com-
ing up with a website
where people can file
applications for disability
cards,” B. Shailaja, direc-
tor, Juvenile Welfare,
Correctional Services
and Welfare of Street
Children, who also han-
dles the disabled subject,
told Deccan Chronicle.

She pointed out that the
erstwhile list of disabili-
ties — called the Persons
with Disability — recog-
nised by the government
had only seven ailments
on it when the list came
out first in 1995. The bill
titled Rights of Persons
with Disabilities Bill 2016
was passed to replace the
earlier act.

“In the new bill, there
are 21 disabilities as com-
pared to seven in the ear-
lier one. Once we get the
website up and running,
we will begin issuing cer-
tificates,” Shailaja stated.

However, when it comes
to a disability like multi-
ple sclerosis, a clause
asks for percentage of
disability. “We are going
to have a team of medical
and health experts, which
will decide on the set of
parameters to decide on
percentage of disability,”
Shailaja added.

10 engg colleges
to be shut down
RAJESWARI PPARASA II DDC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31

About 10 engineering col-
leges are in line for ‘pro-
gressive closure’ from the
upcoming academic year
2020-21 and have applied
to the Jawaharlal Nehru
Technological University,
Hyderabad (JNTUH). The
last date to opt for closure
of various courses and
institutes is likely to be
extended by a week. The
deadline expired on
Friday.

According to the norms,
institutes can opt for clo-
sure if the admissions are
less than 30 per cent of
capacity in the three con-
secutive academic years.
Every year, JNTUH issues
notification inviting
applications for closure of
institutes and courses.
The All India Council for
Technical Education

gives the final nod after
verification.

In progressive closure,
the process begins with
cancelling admissions for
the first year students
and the institute would
function with the existing
students. The institute
would be closed after all
the students graduate.

Speaking to Deccan
Chronicle, JNTUH
Registrar A. Govardhan
said that most of the 10
colleges that had applied
for closure were located
on the city outskirts.
They cited lack of admis-
sions and high mainte-
nance cost. The number
is likely to go up if the
last date is extended.

In the last academic
year, 13 colleges had
applied for closure but
only two institutes were
permitted to down shut-
ters by the AICTE.

WHO: nCOV CAN
INCUBATE FROM 
2 TO 10 DAYS
DC CCORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31

The incubation period of
the coronavirus once a per-
son is infected ranges from
two to 10 days according to
the World Health
Organisation. This means
that the symptoms of fever,
cough, cold, sore throat and
shortness of breath can be
noted even after 10 days. 

The universal method of
isolation, washing hands,
covering the mouth and
nose with a handkerchief
while coughing and sneez-
ing have to be followed to
prevent the spread of the
coronavirus.

The biggest concern is
protection and care for
healthcare workers as the
coronavirus is found to
spread quickly. All those
dealing with coronavirus
infection cases must wear
full protection gear.

Presently, the Telangana
state government has only
few of the full protection
gears but more of them are
being ordered and kept
aside for emergency pur-
poses.  Doctors have been
given the first round of
training for dealing with
coronavirus cases where
even minute details have
been explained regarding
the care that they and the
paramedical staff have to
take. 

FIVE-MEMBER
TEAM WILL TEST 
KITS AT GANDHI
From Page 1

The medical kits for coron-
avirus will be tested in
Gandhi Hospital by a team
of five doctors. Dr Vinay
Sekhar, head of medicine,
Dr H.L. Baby Rani, head of
anesthesia, Dr Krishna
Mohan, head of surgery,
Dr Nagamani, head of
microbiology and Dr B.
Sheshadri.

The district medical and
health officials are in
touch with all suspected
cases and they have 
been asked to practice self-
isolation.

DC | IMPACT

■ ■ MS PPATIENTS say that
disability certificates
would entitle them to
educational scholarship
schemes, rebate in
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government jobs, free
travel in state buses,
loans for setting up busi-
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India from China. The
manufacturers are located
in different parts of China.
India is one of the biggest
importers of API and
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■ ■ There is concern
among the manufacturers
who have their production
schedules chalked out 

W: Wash your hands 
thoroughly.
U: Understand the viral
presentation and never
underestimate its danger.
H: High temperature — be
alert. Hydration in adequate
quantities to avoid renal
failure. 
A: Avoid crowds and
uncooked meat products.
Adhere to cough etiquette
(cover your mouth while
coughing).
N: N95, the mask recom-
mended to prevent virus
transmission. 

Courtesy: Dr C. Vijay Kumar
Senior Pulmnologist, 

Apollo Hospitals

Experts hhave aalso ddetected
related mmalicious ffiles wwith
the ddetection nnames:
■ Worm.VBS.Dinihou.r
■ Worm.Python.Agent.c
■  UDS:DangerousObject.

Multi.Generic
■ Trojan.WinLNK.Agent.gg
■ Trojan.WinLNK.Agent.ew
■ HEUR:Trojan.WinLNK.

Agent.gen
■ HEUR:Trojan.PDF.Badur.b

An illustration of the 
2019 coronavirus

TS-bPass to reduce
human intervention
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31

Municipal administration
minister K.T. Rama Rao on
Friday announced that the
government would bring
in a new system for build-
ing permissions (TS-
bPass). This would reduce
the human interface in
urban local bodies, apart
from the GHMC and
HMDA, where they have
already implemented the
Development Permission
Management System
(DPMS).

He made the announce-
ment while participating
in CREDAI. Mr Rao said
that TS-bPass would be a
revolutionary system,
which would be advanced
from DPMS.

Speaking at the event,
Mr Rama Rao said the gov-
ernment’s aim was to
ensure that people get
building permissions in a
time-bound manner and a
corruption-free environ-
ment. Mr Rama Rao had
earlier said TS-bPass

would allow a citizen to
construct a house through
self-certification if it is
built within 75 square
yards.

Rama Rao said the gov-
ernment would soon have
a meeting with the repre-
sentatives of Credai and
state government officials.
He said the TS-bPass
would become a role
model the way TS-iPass
had become. The new sys-
tem will be released after
multiple checks.The
MAUD minister requested
the investor community to
look beyond the capital
city for taking up projects.
He even asked the develop-
ers to invest in architec-
ture rather building
organic permanent struc-
tures, while cities like
Bengaluru in India have
been the front runners.

To compete with the
world class cities, builders
in Hyderabad should focus
on structural beauty, the
government is ready to
provide the necessary sup-
port, he said.

Bank staff stage a protest at the SBI head office during
their two-day all India bank strike on Friday. —DC

Bank strike
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Animal health
Minister Talasani Srinivas Yadav says
government is making arrangements to
vaccinate 84 lakh animals from today

IN BRIEF
Ransomware: Hunt

on to nab culprits
Hyderabad: Cybercrime officials
of the Hyderabad police are on
the lookout for a group of mis-
creants that held the computer
files of a city-based photogra-

pher captive for a ransom.
According to officials who

received the complaint four
days ago, the ransomware

attack took place in the pho-
tographer’s system. “They

asked for $980 dollars to free
up the system. We are now try-
ing to decrypt the code of the

virus and clean his system,”
said the officials.

ROSES FOR
TRAFFIC

VIOLATORS
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31

The Road Transport Authority
(RTA) officials Gandhigiri,
working in coordination with
traffic police at Punjagutta cir-
cle, gave flowers to commuters
who were not wearing helmets
and seat belts. 

Elsewhere, the LB Nagar
traffic police gave one-litre
petrol coupons in cases where
both the motorcycle rider and
the pillion rider were wearing
helmets. This was done as part
of the Road Safety Week cele-
brations. Additional inspector
Nagamallu issued the
coupons.

At Punjagutta, about 150 vio-
lators were given roses in the
morning and were told to fol-
low the traffic rules. Several
college students volunteered
and distributed flowers.
Placards were put up appeal-
ing the public to follow traffic
rules.

The RTA officials said that
taking the road safety week as
an opportunity, they are trying
to bring in change with the
help of youth, among the traf-
fic violators. 

Similar programmes would
be held across the state till
February 2.

GHMC TAX
INSPECTOR
ARRESTED

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31

A tax inspector working with
GHMC at Khairatabad was
arrested by the Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB) for
accepting a bribe to transfer
the ownership of a building
and continue the old level of
house tax.

ACB said the accused, P.
Jagan, was caught on
Khairatabad main road at
around 2.40 pm while accept-
ing the bribe. 

Jagan demanded `75,000
from the complainant, Degala
Raju, and asked him to hand
over the mutation proceedings
and to continue the old house
tax pertaining to the residence
in Road No. 10, Jubilee Hills.

The ACB recovered the bribe
amount from Jagan. 

He was arrested and pro-
duced before the special judge
for SPE and ACB cases,
Hyderabad.

Med education
agent arrested
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31

The Directorate
General of Goods and
Service Tax Intelli-
gence (DGGI) arrested
the chairman of a
Pune-based company,
which deals with med-
ical education consul-
tancy services, for
evading approximate-
ly `11.81 crore of GST
and sent to judicial
custody.

According to intelli-
gence personnel, a
Philippines-based con-
sortium of medical
colleges appointed a
principal education
associate (PEA), regis-
tered in Pune and
Chennai, who in turn
appointed agents in
different parts of
country. These agents
advertise and interact
with students, who

aspire to pursue med-
ical education in
Philippines, and their
parents. For recruiting
students and ensuring
their smooth admis-
sion, huge amounts
are collected by the
associates, part of
which is shared with
the PEA. Most of these
transactions, involv-
ing tuition fees, visa
processing fees, hostel
fees and other related
charges are in cash. As
they are not accounted
for in books of
accounts, they escape
all taxes, including
service tax, GST and
income tax. No invoic-
es are issued and serv-
ices are provided clan-
destinely in order to
evade tax.

Based on intelligence
inputs, officers from
Warangal Regional
Unit (WRU) of DGGI,

simultaneous searches
were conducted at sev-
eral businesses as well
as residential premis-
es of certain taxpayers
in Hyderabad, Vijay-
awada, Chennai and
Pune. They are all into
providing medical
education consultancy
services to students
aspiring for MBBS and
MD in the Philippines.

Searches were car-
ried out on December
20 and 31 and January 6
and 8. Investigation
reve-aled that the
Hyderabad-based asso-
ciate dealing with the
two Telugu-speaking
states has sponsored
over 550 students.
Incriminating docu-
ments and voluntary
depositions made by
various directors and
other key persons, sug-
gest that PEA has evad-
ed `11.81 crore of GST.

High alert

Rapid Action Force personnel deployed at Charminar and Macca Masjid in
view of the anti-CAA protest on Friday. — P. SURENDRA

Hyderabad: A newly-wed
woman allegedly committed
suicide  by hanging at her in-
laws residence. Her paternal
family alleged that it was the
outcome of harassment by

her husband and in-laws. The
victim was identified as S.
Pallavi, 28, of Sri
Srinivasapuram Colony at
Vanasthalipuram. 

On Friday she committed

suicide by hanging in her
bedroom. 

Her husband, Santosh, a
businessman, informed her
parents about the death,
police said. Her family said

Pallavi and Santosh got mar-
ried on December 8. 

Since then her husband and
in-laws were harassing her
for additional dowry, he par-
ents alleged. 

MAN SETS
SELF ABLAZE
TO END LIFE
DC CCORRESPON-
DENT
ADILABAD, JAN.31

A 35-year-old man
reportedly commit-
ted suicide by setting
himself on fire on the
outskirts of Adilabad
on Friday afternoon.
Police identified the
victim as Kamalesh
Kat-adiya of Bhukt-
hapur colony of
Adilabad. Police said
he took the extreme
steps as he was vexed
with family disputes.
It is learnt that he
took petrol in a plas-
tic bottle, poured it
on himself.

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31

A 74-year-old alleged-
ly sexually assaulted
a seven-year-old girl
on Thursday after lur-
ing her with tender
coconut water.
Neredmet police said
the accused, Hyder
alias Yusuf, has been
arrested. Police said
the victim is Yusuf ’s
neighbour in
A m b e d k a r n a g a r,
Sainikpuri. 

He saw her playing
in front of the house,
lured her into his res-
idence and sexually
assaulted her. Her

parents, daily wage
labourers, were away
at work. After they
returned home, the
victim narrated her
ordeal. Her parents
approached the
Neredmet police and
lodged a complaint.

74-year-old man
rapes 7-yr-old girl

DURGA PPRASAD SSUNKU ||
DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31

Nigerian fraudsters are
cautious in hiding their
money, which makes it
extremely difficult for
authorities to recover the
defrauded money. Earlier,
they used to transfer
money using hawala
transactions. With advent
of cryptocurrencies, like
bitcoin, stashing money
with their family mem-
bers in Nigeria and other
African countries has
become much easier for
them. 

This month, Hyderabad
cyber crime police nabbed
two Nigeran nationals
involved in different
crimes. While they were
successful in arresting
them, money was not in
their possession. Police
suspect that by the time
they reached the accused,
the money had been trans-
ferred to four to five dif-
ferent overseas accounts. 

In the first case,
Nigerian national
Ezumezu Lucky Ozah of
New Delhi hatched a crim-
inal conspiracy with one
Deepak and swindled
money. The cyber crime
police arrested Ezumezu
but were unable to recover
money. Vizag police were
relatively lucky though
when they nabbed the
same Ezumezu, who
impersonated as a woman
to commit a cyber fraud
involving `34 lakh.
However, they could
recover only `2 lakh.

In another case booked
by Cyber crime police sta-
tion in Hyderabad,
Nigerian national James
Lucky Obasi was arrested
for an online gift fraud
case on January 5, 2020.
Investigators made stren-
uous efforts, but nothing
could be recovered.

Sharing his experience,
an investigating officer
said that in one case, they
landed in Tiruppur of
Tamil Nadu after they got

to know that the Nigerian
involved in a narcotics
case had used his illegally
earned money to buy
clothes and export the
same to his home country,
where there is a high
demand for Indian
clothes. Speaking to
Deccan Chronicle, K.V M.
Prasad, Assistant
Commissioner of Police,
Cyber Crime, Hyderabad,
said, “Earlier, they con-
verted defrauded money
into clothes and exported
them to their home coun-

tries. Later, they started
using hawala transac-
tions. But with advance-
ments in technology and
advent of digital curren-
cies like bitcoin, they are
easily transferring money
to family members in
Nigeria and other African
countries”.  

Bitcoins and other cryp-
tocurrencies are decen-
tralised. There is no cen-
tral organisation, which
is aware of all transac-
tions. “To avoid suspicion,
the accused usually save
money in the bank
accounts of their friends
and relatives, who are not
involved in any crime,”
Prasad disclosed.

He cautioned people not
to transfer funds online
over marketing websites
or social media platforms,
unless they receive the
product into their hands.
Job or loan seekers should
also not pay or transfer
money without verifying
the genuineness of per-
sons and companies.

Bitcoins  help Nigerian
fraudsters stash money

They operated through hawala route earlier CYBER | CRIME

Accused had evaded `11.81 crore GST

■ ■ CYBER CCRIME police
nabbed two Nigeran
nationals involved in
different crimes. While
they were successful in
arresting them, money
was not in their posses-
sion. Police suspect the
money had been trans-
ferred to four to five
different overseas
accounts. 

NEWLY-MARRIED WOMAN COMMITS SUICIDE, HUSBAND, IN-LAWS UNDER SCANNER

(S/1920/D01761)

I will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever. Ps. 23:6

Late Dr. K. RAJESHWAR RAO
Sri Tirumala Maternity & Nursing Home,

Sithaphalmandi
DOB: 14.05.1932   DOD: 01.02.2019
Your life was a blessing, your memory
a treasure, you are loved beyond
words and missed beyond measure.

- Wife, Children, Grand Children

Ist DEATH ANNIVERSARY 

SHRADHANJALI

Smt. JAIWANTI BAI. M. CHHABRIA
W/o Late Shri Murlidhar. R. Chhabria

Inserted by:
Mr & Mrs. Kishore. R. Chhabria
Mr & Mrs. Amith. K. Chhabria
Ph: 9985685636 / 9866162550

(S/1920/D01757)

PAGDI

Smt. JAIWANTI BAI CHHABRIA
W/o Late Shri Murlidhar Chhabria

1st February 2020
Time: 5 - 5.30 p.m. at Sindhu Bhavan,

Secunderabad.
Inserted by: Sons:

Prakash Chhabria (M/s Prakash Bros)
Gopal Chhabria (M/s Sindh Cloth Store)
Subash Chhabria (M/s Prakash Enterprises)

& Family
Ph: 9394713518 / 9849090516

(S/1920/D01767)

25th ANNIVERSARY
“The Righteous  will be in everlasting
remembrance.” Psalms 112:6

In Loving Memory

Late Mr. P. PADMA RAO
(Retd. Station Superintendent Kacheguda Stn)
Born on: 05.07.1927 Called to Glory: 01.02.1995

Inserted by:
Mrs. Mercy Padma Rao (Wife)

Mrs. & Mr. P. Vinod Kumar & Fly
Mrs. & Mr. B.J. Isaac & Fly

Mrs. & Mr. K. Jones Joseph & Fly
Mrs. & Mr. Samuel Thomas & Fly

(S/1920/D01773)

25th ANNIVERSARY
“The memory of the righteous is a
blessing.” Proverbs 10:7
In Loving Memory of our Grand Father

Late Mr. P. PADMA RAO
(Retd. Station Superintendent Kacheguda Stn)
Born on: 05.07.1927 Called to Glory: 01.02.1995
You will remain in our hearts forever

Inserted by: Jayanthi, John,
Hannah, Terrance, Edwin,
Priyanka, Daniel, Nishita,

Enosh, Jaden & Ronel

(S/1920/D01774)

SHRADDANJALI 

Late Dr. ADI VENKATADRI
(Retd. Principal L.B. College, Warangal)
DOB: 10-07-1935    Expired: 31-01-2020
Your memories are always in our hearts
forever. We pray God to make your holy
soul rest in peace.

Inserted by:
Wife: Adi Saraswathi, Son: Adi Rajesh,

Daughter-in-law: A. Lavanya,
Grand Daughter: A. Sanjana &

Family Members
West Marredpally, Secunderabad.

■ ■ THE AACCUSED
saw her playing in
front of the house,
lured her into his
residence and sexu-
ally assaulted her.
Her parents, daily
wage labourers,
were away at work.
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Action, finally
Minister V. Srinivas Goud tells Sports Authority
of Telangana State officials to implement
National Sports Development Code-2011 soon

IN BRIEF
KTR appointed
to head TGFCL
Hyderabad: The state 

government has appointed
IT minister K.T. Rama Rao as 

chairman of the Telangana
Fiber Grid Corporation

Limited (TFGCL).
The government had consti-
tuted the TFGCL under the

Companies Act, 2013 to exe-
cute and maintain the proj-

ect and its related issues.
The TFGCL board of

Directors met a couple 
of days ago and 

discussed the affairs of 
the company. 

It was resolved then to to
recommend to the govern-

ment to appoint Mr Rama
Rao as chairman.

According the government
issued orders appointing

Jayesh Ranjan, IAS, as 
Vice-Chairman, Sujai

Subhash Karampuri, as
Managing Director  

Sandeep Kumar Sulthania,
IAS, as Director 

for TGFCL.

TSPC REQUESTS
FOR MORE 

NAVODAYAS
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31

TS Planning Commission
vice-chairman B. Vinod
Kumar expressed his displeas-
ure at the Centre’s unfairness
towards Telangana state in
allocation of Navodaya
schools.

He had written a letter to Mr
Rajiv Kumar, Vice-Chairman
of Niti Aayog, stating that it is
disturbing to note skewed dis-
tribution of these centrally-
aided schools in favour of
northern and central Indian
states.

He said that Chief Minister
K. Chandrasekhar Rao had
requested the Prime Minister
for allocation of a Navodaya
school in each of the 33 
districts as the state govern-
ment taken a progressive
move by reorganising the dis-
tricts and the population of
the state had increased to 4
crore.

He brought to the notice of
Mr Rajiv Kumar that
Telangana state had only nine
Navodaya schools in 33 dis-
tricts and had been grossly
neglected in the allocation of
new schools. Other states with
similar population or were
smaller such as Chhattisgarh.
Haryana, Jharkhand and
Assam had twice or thrice the
number of Navodaya schools,
he said.

He urged the Niti Aayog to
recommend to the Centre to
allocate more Navodaya
schools to the state.

Budget session to be
held after PACS polls

Court gives Jagan Feb. 7 date

PCC strategises
against TRS

Jagan, Naidu look to
Modi on Council issue
S.N.C.N. AACHARYULU II DDC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31

Testing times await
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy and former chief
minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu in the Budget
Session of Parliament. 

It remains to be seen
whose stand on the AP
Legislative Council will be
backed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Political
circles are waiting with
bated breath. 

The AP Assembly passed
a resolution on abolition of
the Council and it was sent
to Union home ministry
for action. 

The procedure is that the
Union Cabinet has to
approve the decision of AP
government and then ask
the Parliamentary affairs
ministry to move it in both
houses of Parliament.
Once they approve the
state government’s deci-
sion, it will be sent to the
President, who has to issue
a notification on the aboli-
tion of the Legislative
Council. 

Mr Reddy wants
Parliament to approve his
government’s decision at
the earliest. He will bring
pressure on all people con-

cerned to approve the
measure in the ongoing
Budget Session. 

Mr Naidu is determined
to stall the decision. There
are speculations that, if
necessary, Mr Naidu might
send about 15 TD MLCs to
impress upon the BJP lead-
ership not to approve the
controversial decision.
Sources said Mr Reddy has
directed YSRC MPs to fol-
low-up the issue and to see
that the Union government
will introduce the resolu-
tion in Parliament.

Meanwhile, the sources
said that Centre may not
introduce the resolution
rightaway. It might do so in
the second phase of the
session, which will begin
in March.

The AP Assembly Budget
session will start in
February. The AP
Legislative Council also
will meet to discuss on the

AP Budget. If the Centre
introduces the Bill in
March, the AP Budget
Session will be the last
meeting of the Council. 

Incidentally, since Mr
Modi became the Prime
Minister for a second time,
Mr Reddy has met him on
four separate occasions
while Mr Naidu has not
him even once.

According to political cir-
cles, Mr Modi has a soft
corner for Mr Reddy. It is
more so because his gov-
ernment may require the
support of YSRC in the
Rajya Sabha to pass crucial
bills. The YSRC has 22
members in the Lok Sabha
and two in the Rajya
Sabha. The TD has 3 Lok
Sabha members and two
Rajya Sabha members. 

A TD Rajya Sabha mem-
ber will retire in April, the
month in which YSRC will
have four new members
and its strength will go to
six. The BJP requires out-
side support in the Rajya
Sabha.

A senior political leader
commented that compara-
tively speaking Mr Reddy
is a more reliable friend
and hence the Union gov-
ernment may back aboli-
tion of AP Legislative
Council.

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31

The Telangana Prade-
sh Congress on Friday
decided to take legal
recourse against the
voting of TRS ex-offi-
cio members in the
recently concluded
elections to councils
of municipalities and
municipal corpora-
tions.

Senior party leaders,
including Mr K. Jana
Reddy, Mr Mohamed
Ali Shabbir, Mr Marri
Shashidhar Reddy, Mr
M. Kodanda Reddy, Mr
G. Chinna Reddy, Mr
T. Jeevan Reddy and
others met in the resi-
dence of TPCC presi-
dent N. Uttam Kumar
Reddy and decided to
take legal advice on
the alleged irregulari-
ties committed by the
TRS in the elections to
urban local bodies
and then approach the
court.

After the meeting,
Mr Uttam Kumar
Reddy told the media

that they had dis-
cussed the strategy to
be adopted during
elections to the agri-
culture primary coop-
erative societies.

He alleged that und-
er Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao’s
rule, a lot of injustice
was caused to farm-
ers. Mr Rao had not
released Rythu Band-
hu assistance to
farmers nor was there
relief under Rythu
Bhima.

He said that the
Congress has decided
to expose the failures
of the ruling party in
the PACSs elections.

VUJJINI 
VAMSHIDHARA || DDC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31

The CBI special court at
Hyderabad on Friday
inquired from CBI’s
counsel whether the
Telangana High Court
had given liberty to AP
Chief Minister Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy to
request the trial court to
exempt him from person-
al appearance on Friday.
Special court judge B.R.
Madhusudan Rao was
dealing with the applica-
tion filed by Mr Reddy for
exemption. Mr Niranjan
Reddy, counsel for Mr

Jagan Mohan Reddy, sub-
mitted to the court that
he had filed 11 petitions
before the High Court
seeking exemption of
appearance in all the
cases registered by the
CBI. Counsel said as the
cases were to be heard by
High Court on February
6, it has given liberty to
the petitioner to request
the CBI court for exemp-
tion by informing it
about the cases pending
before the High Court.

Seeking clarification on
the contention of Mr
Jagan Mohan Reddy’s
counsel, the CBI judge
inquired about it from

CBI counsel, who, in
turn, submitted that the
High Court had given
such liberty. After confir-
mation, the CBI court
allowed Mr Jagan Mohan
Reddy’s application for
exemption from personal
appearance on Friday. 

The CBI court later adj-
ourned the cases to 
February 7 stating that
Mr Jagan Mohan Reddy
has to appear before it on
that day if he does not get
any relief from the High
Court.

The special court,
which is also looking into
cases filed by Enforcem-
ent Directorate against

Mr Jagan Mohan Reddy
for violating FEMA rul-
es, exempted him from
appearance on Friday.

Meanwhile, Mr Jagan
Mohan Reddy has filed
six petitions before the
Telangana High Court on
Friday seeking exemp-
tion from personal appea-
rance before the special
court in cases filed by
Enforcement Directora-
te. However, the petitions
were not numbered due
to technical errors. 

Mr Jagan Mohan
Reddy’s advocate took the
petitions back from the
registry of the High
Court. 

Like 2019, this year too the session will be held for 10 days
S.A. IISHAQUI II DDC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31

Chief Minister K. Chan-
drasekhar Rao is said to
have decided to hold the
Budget Session of Legis-
lature after the comple-
tion of elections to the
primary agriculture coo-
perative societies (PACS).

The election schedule
for the PACS was relea-
sed on Thursday accord-
ing to which the election
process will be completed
on February 18.

Sources close to the

Chief Minister’s Office
said that though Mr Rao
had decided to hold the
session from February 9,
he changed his mind
after the notification of
the elections to the PACS.

Sources said that as per
the earlier schedule, the
session was to start on

February 9 with Govern-
or Tamilisai Soundarar-
ajan addressing a joint
session of the Assembly
and the Council. The
next two days were given
for the discussion on the
motion of thanks for the
Governor’s address. The
Budget was to have been
placed in the House after
February 12.

With the notification
for the PACS elections
issued, the Chief Mini-
ster asked all legislators
to stay in their respective
constituencies till the

completion of the polls,
sources added.

The Budget Session for
the financial year 2019-20
was held in September
2019 for nearly 10 days.
The session had been del-
ayed because the Centre
had presented only an
interim Budget in Jan-
uary because of the Lok
Sabha elections in April-
May last year. The full
Budget was presented af-
ter the elections. This ye-
ar also the Chief Minis-
ter is thinking of holding
the session for 10 days.

MSME TO PARTNER
WITH TELANGANA
FOR BIOASIA 2020
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31

The Ministry of Micro,
Small and Medium Enter-
prises (MSME), govern-
ment of India, on Friday
announced that it would
be partnering with the sta
te government for BioAsia
2020. 

The biosciences conven-
tion will be held between
February 17 and 19 in the
city. 

In a release the MSME
said the partnership
would help MSME organi-
sations benefit from the
global platform of
BioAsia. 

“Given that MSMEs con-
tribute over 80 per cent of
the Indian lifesciences
industry, the partnership
is of extreme signifi-
cance,” it added.

■ ■ MR NNAIDU is deter-
mined to stall Jagan's
decision. There are specu-
lations that, if necessary,
Mr Naidu might send
about 15 TD MLCs to
impress upon the BJP
leadership not to approve
the controversial decision

■ ■ UTTAM KKUMAR
Reddy alleged that
under   K. Chandr-
asekhar Rao’s rule, a
lot of injustice was
caused to farmers.
Mr Rao had not
released Rythu Ban-
dhu assistance to
farmers nor was the-
re relief under Rythu
Bhima

■ ■ WITH NNOTICE for
PACS polls issued, CM
asked all legislators to
stay in their respective
constituencies till the
completion of the polls 

■ ■ VINOD KKUMAR said that
Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao had
requested the Prime Minister
for allocation of a Navodaya
school in each of the 33 dis-
tricts as the state government
taken a progressive move by
reorganising the districts and
the population of the state had
increased to 4 crore
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Big claim
Nizamabad MP D. Arvind claims
there is no party in the country
that is as secular as the BJP

IN BRIEF
Traffic blocks 

for Prez’s visit
Hyderabad: In view of the

visit of President Ram Nath
Kovind to Hyderabad for

two days starting on
Saturday, Hyderabad police
commissioner Anjani Kumar
issued a traffic advisory on

Friday to regulate traffic. 
He said traffic will be

stopped or diverted on need
basis at the following

places/routes.
At 3.20 pm on Saturday, the

President will arrive at the
Begumpet airport and pro-
ceed to Raj Bhavan via the

Begumpet flyover, Rajiv
Gandhi statue (Monappa

Island) and Raj 
Bhavan Road. 

At 10.20 am on Sunday, the
President will proceed to
Begumpet airport on the

same route.

STATE ANNOUNCES
SETTING UP OF
SANITATION HUB
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31

Municipal administration
minister K.T. Rama Rao on
Friday announced that a san-
itation hub (S-Hub) — an
incubator for promoting
start-ups and innovations in
water, sanitation, solid waste
management and waste
water recycling — would
come up in the city to make
the cities and towns liveable
and healthy. A seed fund of
`25 crore will be earmarked
for this initiative

He said he was “extremely
upset” with the water, sanita-
tion and hygiene scenario. 
He said Hyderabad could
only treat 59 per cent of the
2,000 million litres of sew-
age that is produced every
day.

Addressing delegates at the
valedictory session of Ink
Wash Summit in Hyderabad,
Mr Rao said that S-Hub 
will be the go-to place that
would incubate ideas and
build an ecosystem for inno-
vations knowledge dissemi-
nation and capacity build-
ing in the water, sanitati-
on and hygiene (WASH) sec-
tor. 

The government proposes
to house the S-Hub at the
Administrative Staff College
of India for two years 
and then establish a dedicat-
ed facility at the propo-
sed Centre for Urban
Excellence. 

Mr Rao said that the state
government had prioritised
the WASH sector and is com-
mitted to achieving the tar-
gets well ahead of the global-
ly agreed timelines. The min-
ister said that urban local
bodies in the state have
achieved ODF status and
were working towards
ODF++ protocols through
safe management of faecal
sludge and septage.

Mr Rao said the govern-
ment was striving to univer-
salise access to individual
household tap connection
and safe sanitation in all
urban local bodies. The new
Municipal Act took a rights-
based approach to water, san-
itation and other municipal
services.

EFLU rolls back
‘disputed’ notice
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31

The ‘controversial’ commu-
nication from the English
and Foreign Language Univ-
ersity (EFLU), Hyderabad,
was rolled back on Friday
after students boycotted aca-
demic classes for two days.

A student representative
said that at 12 noon, stu-
dents received the official
notification that the order
has been cancelled. Some of
the changes the varsity had
proposed included waiving
of the written section of the

PhD entrance examinations
for JRF holders and the intr-
oduction of the Bell Curve
grading and mandatory wri-
tten examinations for all.

The order stated that the
Vice Chancellor had given
approval for the cancella-
tion of the communication
no. EFLU/RO/2020/67, post-
ed on the University website
on January 28.

The students had demand-
ed a complete rollback of
the “regressive measures
which stood in opposition to
the academic culture and
identity of the university.”

JBS-MGBS Metro
inaugural soon
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31

The Hyderabad Metro Rail
Limited (HMRL) is waiting
for Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao to inau-
gurate operations on the his-
toric Jubilee Bus Station
(JBS)-Mahatma Gandhi Bus
Station (MGBS) stretch.
Authorities said that they
would inaugurate it any
time before February 10.

Once the Metro Rail serv-
ice commences on the 11-
kilometre stretch via the
interchange station at Para-
de Ground, the travel time
will be cut down to 16 min-
utes from 38-40 minutes by
road.

The HMRL secured clear-
ance from the Commis-

sioner of Metro Rail Safety
(CMRS) on January 11 to
commence operations on
Corridor II. The CMRS, Mr
J.K. Garg, inspected the line
along with HMRL managing
director N.V.S. Reddy and
senior engineers and techni-
cal experts of L&THMRL,
HMRL and independent
engineer Louis Berger over
three days and issued the
safety certificate.

Mr Reddy told Deccan
Chronicle that operations
would commence by Febru-
ary 10 and that HMRL was
awaiting Mr Rao’s appoint-
ment. He said that the HM-
RL had made the Corridor II
pedestrian friendly and CC
road works beneath the
structure were 80 per cent
complete.

■ ■ MR RRAO said that the
state government had priori-
tised the WASH sector and is
committed to achieving the
targets well ahead of the
globally agreed timelines.
The minister said that urban
local bodies in the state have
achieved ODF status and
were working towards
ODF++ protocols

KCR for all-round growth
CM favours dispersed development to reflect Hyderabad’s image
MADDY DDEEKSHITH II DDC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31

Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao has
asked the municipal
administration and IT
departments to go for dis-
persed development
rather than concentrat-
ing on one part of the city.

The government felt
that developing one part
of the city under the look
east would lead to compli-
cations like heavy traffic
snarls, lack of parking
spaces, lung spaces and
dense population with
higher rate of pollution,
as is being seen in the
western parts of the city.

Highly placed sources in
the IT department said

that the CM has suggest-
ed chalking out plans to
develop all four parts of
the city by creating phar-
ma and electronic cities,
IT hubs and other
lifestyle-related ameni-
ties to reflect the spirit of
Hyderabad which is a
mini-India.

Sources said that during
the current year, the
department would inau-

gurate the electronic and
pharma cities to the east
and south of the city and
the T-Hub in the western
part. 

This was announced by
MA&UD minister K.T.
Rama Rao while he was
speaking at the
Confederation of Real
Estate Developers'
Associations of India
(CREDAI) property show.
The minister asked real
estate developers to focus
on facade development
and lay emphasis on
architecture which would
enhance the beauty of the
city. He assured them of
supply of 41 per cent of
recycled sewage water
which would lower the
price of construction.

■ ■ THE CCM wants pharma
city, electronic city, IT
hubs and lifestyle-related
amenities located around
the city. 

■ ■ PHARMA CCITY, elec-
tronic city to be inaugu-
rated this year.

Huge push for road
building programme
DC CCORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, JAN. 31

Roads minister Vemula
Prashanth Reddy said
that the government had
taken up a massive road
building programme
which includes four-lan-
ing of roads from district
headquarters to the capi-
tal and construction of
double-lane roads from
mandal headquarters to
district headquarters and
construction of bridges.

He was addressing a
workshop on long span
bridge construction here. 

He said that the govern-
ment had in 2014 sanc-
tioned three important
road programmes costing
`12,000 crore. Mandals
got double-lane connec-
tivity at a cost of `2,587
crore. Major highways
totalling 5,595 km and
costing `7,915 crore
widened. Now, 511
bridges were being built
at a cost of `2,495 crore.


