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Max: 23.4OC
Min: 19.0OC 
RH: 71%
Rainfall: Nil

Forecast: Cloudy sky.
Misty morning. Max/Min

temp. 26/18ºC

WEATHER

`35,000 GST dues
to be released

New Delhi: The Centre
will soon release another
`35,000 crore to states
to compensate for the

revenue loss on account
of GST rollout, an official

said. Under the Goods
and Services Tax (GST)
law, states are guaran-
teed compensation for

revenue loss for 5 years
if their revenue does not

increase 14 per cent on
the base year of 2015-16. 

‘India’ team in 
Pak sparks row
New Delhi: The arrival of
an ‘Indian team’ in Paki-

stan for the World Kaba-
ddi Championship has

kicked up a controversy
with the sports ministry
and the national federa-

tion claiming that they
have not given clearance

to any athlete for com-
peting in Pakistan. They

reached Lahore via
Wagah Border to take

part in the championship,
being hosted by Pakistan

for the first time. 
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In what may trigger a
fresh controversy, Ass-
am’s BJP-led government
has embarked upon an
ambitious plan to conduct
a socio-economic census
from March this year to
identify and segregate
indigenous Muslims in the
state. 

Pointing out that the
entire exercise was aimed
at to segregate indigenous
Muslims from the mig-
rants from erstwhile East
Bengal, East Pakistan or
present Bangladesh, As-
sam minorities develop-
ment board chairman
Muminul Aowal told this
newspaper that the census
will cover the Goria,
Moria, Desi and the tea
tribe Jolha communities,
whom the state govern-
ment considers indige-
nous (like other ethnic
tribes and communities of
the state).

It is significant that
Muslim population consti-
tutes about one-third of
the total 3.55 crore popula-
tion in the state, repre-
senting about 34.22 per
cent. They include 40 lakh
indigenous Muslims. The
proposed census which

may trigger opposition
has come at a time when
indigenous population of
Assam that was 47 per
cent in 2001 has been
reduced to 40.45 per cent
in 2016 due to influx.

Pointing out that depart-
ment would take all the
stakeholders in confi-
dence, Mr Aowal said,
“The names of indigenous

Muslims and Bangladeshi
Muslims are the same. As
a result, the government
faces problems in identify-
ing them during imple-
mentation of various wel-
fare schemes. Since our
government is committed
towards the welfare of
indigenous Muslims, they
should have a separate
identity.”

He said that prepara-
tions for the census were
at their final stages and
hoped the exercise will
commence “within this
financial year”.

A meeting convened on
February 11 by the state
minorities development
department with various
stakeholders belonging to
indigenous Muslim com-
munities will set the ball
rolling for the census,
which will be the first of
its kind in the state, he
said adding that the state
government would also be
finalising the guidelines
for conducting survey. 

The religious break-up of
Assam is — Hindu 61.47
per cent, Muslim 34.22 per
cent, Christian 3.74 per
cent, Buddhist 0.18 per
cent, Jain 0.08 per cent,
other religions 0.09 per
cent and not stated 0.16
per cent. 

Assam to identify
‘local’ Muslims 
Census to separate indigenous people, Banglas

ATHER MMOIN II DDC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 9

The Hyderabad city police
detained overnight a num-
ber of protesters, includ-
ing women and two
minors, who had partici-
pated in a ‘flash protest’
against the CAA-NPR-
NRC on Saturday night at
Mallepally. They were
held in a stadium and
released only at about 8.30
am on Sunday.

A group of youths and
women had gathered at
the Riyan Hotel junction,

Mallepally, at around 10
pm on Saturday to protest
against the CAA and the
central government's poli-
cies. 

Senior police officers
rushed to the spot with a
large contingent of police

personnel from various
branches.

The police bundled the
protesters into a police
van and took them away.
There were 19 youths and
12 women. The police
claimed that other protest-
ers pelted stones at the
van. The van took the pro-
testors to the Goshamahal
police stadium. The
women were later shifted
to the Central Crime
Station (CCS). The
Commissioner's Task
Force West Zone also
detained Mohammed

Mubashiruddin Khurram,
senior reporter of a local
Urdu daily. He was
released after 14 hours.

The Habeebnagar police
has registered a case
against 18 youths and 10
women, including Shiba
Minai and Khalida
Parveen under Sections
147, 341, 353, 188 r/w 149 of
the India Penal Code and
the Public Premises
(Eviction of Unauthorised
Occupants) Act. 

■ Page 55: Detainees ssay tthey
were iinterrogated

Women detained overnight for stir

SANJAY KKAW || DDC
NEW DELHI, FEB. 9

AAP Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Singh alleged that
“something is cooking”
and “a game is being
played secretly” while
referring to the delay in
announcing the final vot-
ing percentage in the
Delhi Assembly elections: 

He said: “This is perhaps
the first time in the 70-
year-history of country
that the Election Commi-
ssion is not ready to
release the final figure of
voter turnout.”

Mr Singh also tweeted a
couple of videos, saying

voting machines were
being taken away illegal-
ly. “Does the reserve
(forces) not go with the
EVM? This official was
caught with an EVM by
people at Saraswati Vidya
Niketan School in
Babarpur Assembly con-
stituency,” read the tweet

with one of the videos.The
other, which showed vot-
ing machines being car-
ried across a street, read:
“The EC should also probe
where these EVMs are
being taken. There are no
centres nearby.”

The exit polls on
Saturday had predicted an
easy win for the AAP,
which sought to retain
power on a development
plank, against the BJP
that ran an aggressive
campaign on the issues of
anti-CAA protests and
nationalism.

■ Page 99: Exit ppolls wwill ffail,
say BBJP lleaders

AAP alleges bid to tamper
EVMs ahead of counting

Beijing, Feb. 9: The
death toll in China’s
coronavirus outbreak
jumped to 813 on Sunday,
surpassing global fatali-
ties in the 2002-03 SARS
epidemic, even as Chin-
ese officials said the
cases of deadly infection
have started declining
for the first time after
weeks of sharp rise. 

Ninety one more people
died, mostly in Hubei
died. China’s National
Health Commission said
2,656 new confirmed
cases were reported, tak-
ing the total number of
people infected to 37,287. 

■ More oon PPage 113

CORONAVIRUS
DEATH TOLL
RISES TO 813

■ ■ THE CCENSUS will cover
the Goria, Moria, Desi and
the tea tribe Jolha
communities, whom the
state government
considers indigenous

■ ■ MUSLIM population in
Assam is one-third of the
total 3.55 crore popu-
lation. There are 40 lakh
Muslims, which is around
34.22% of the population

■ ■ THE CCENSUS may
come at a time when
indigenous population of
Assam, that was 47 per
cent in 2001, has been
reduced to 40.45 per cent
in 2016 due to influx.

■ ■ THE MMINISTER said
preparations for the
Census are in their final
stages and hoped to start
it this financial year

■ CITY.. PG7
5 more on cruise ship

catch virus
■ SPORTS.. PG15

Bangla shock India to
win U-19 World Cup

INSIDE

■ ■ MR SSINGH tweeted a
couple of videos, saying
voting machines were
being taken away illegally.
■ ■ HE DDEMANDED that the
EC probe where the EVMs
were being taken as there
were no centres nearby

■ ■ THERE WWERE 19 youths
and 12 women at the flash
protest against the CAA-
NPR-NRC at Mallepally

■ ■ THE PPOLICE bundled
the protesters into a van
and took them away
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No toilet for women

A toilet for women has been kept under lock at Seethaphalmandi. The toilet which was opened amidst much fanfare during the GHMC’s Swachh Survekshan campaign, have
become unusable due to improper maintenance. However, nearby private toilets which are collecting a nominal fee are functioning normally. — S. SURENDER REDDY

Alwal Lake
filled with
hyacinth
The Alwal Lake is one of the

few lakes in the city with
water availability even in peak
summer. The lake is now com-
pletely polluted and infested
with hyacinth.

The weed has completely
covered the lake, turning it
into a mosquito breeding
place. Therefore, there is an
urgent need to clean the lake. I
request the GHMC authorities
to take up the issue on a prior-
ity and do the needful.

A. Sailesh Kumar
Alwal

Dogs menace
in Mahendra
Hills severe
The danger from dogs in the

twin cities is increasing by
the day. The authorities con-
cerned, it appears, are not
bothered about it at all. Dogs
have the right to live but not to
harm citizens.

These days, I find a pack of
five dogs lying in front of my
house. The authorities are
expected to do something
about the presence of a large
number of strays in Mahendra
Hills and in the city in gener-
al.

U.N. Murthy
Mahendra Hills

Noisy parties
trouble us at
Badangpet
Of late, sound pollution in

Badangpet area has
reached unbearable levels
especially during the nights
and authorities have neglected
the issue totally. We are not
able to have a good sleep due to
loud sounds from parties in
function halls and residences.

The issue was taken to the
notice of the police but the
chaos continues with parties
going on until 2 am. For senior
citizens and patients, it is a
nightmare. I request the
authorities concerned in the
Badangpet municipal corpora-
tion and Meerpet police sta-
tion to take necessary action.
Police patrolling will help to a
great extent.

Kameswara Rao
Badangpet

Electricity
dept delaying
its own order  
My electricity meter bear-

ing No. LZ-1470 was in
the past mistakenly identified
as “common service” connec-
tion. After the same was
reported to the Assistant
Engineer concerned, it was
rectified by personnel at his
office. They have issued a let-
ter to the accounts officer,
ERO VI, Paradise, to modify
the connection as Category 1A
Domestic on December 30,
2019. But, till date it was not
reversed and as a result I am
forced to pay new tariff since
three months. I request the
authorities concerned to take
action at the earliest and do
the needful

Molugu V. Sreenivasulu
Hyderabad

Fully damaged
open drain at
Tajnagar is
dangerous
Iwould like to bring to the

notice of the authorities
concerned the damaged open
drainage near our residence at
12-1-880/1, Mehdipatnam
Road, Ward No. 10, Circle 12.

Due to this, residents of
Tajnagar have been subjected
to severe inconvenience. It is
leading to foul smell in the
area, soil erosion and water
contamination. It is also turn-
ing the area into a breeding
ground for disease-causing
parasites.

Residents, especially chil-
dren, are suffering from
water-borne diseases and
other infections. The
drainage has been kept open
for no reason for over a month
now. Therefore, I would like to
request the authorities 
to please take necessary
action.

Osman Khan
Tajnagar Colony, Asifnagar

Roads and open
plots in Saket

Colony, Kapra, are
pathetically main-
tained as loads of
garbage and waste are
dumped recklessly.
We hope the authori-
ties concerned in the
GHMC take action
and clear the garbage
and make the locality
clean.

Atluri Chalapathi
Rao

Saket Colony
Kapra

It is observed that
Balanagar govern-

ment school doesn’t
have seating facilities
for students even in pri-
mary classes. It is also
observed that due to
lack of benches, chil-
dren are forced to sit
outside. I request the
education minister and
the authorities con-
cerned in the school to
provide sufficient
benches and drinking
water. 

K.N. Vikram Raj
Kacheguda

Dog menace, bad roads create havoc 

Public pee
in open at
119 bus stop
Iwould like to draw the

attention of the autho-
rities concerned the
long-pending issue of
urination in the open at
Old Bowenpally division
119 bus stop, from where
hundreds of passengers
commute every day
towards Paradise and
Secunderabad.

Foul smell is emanat-
ing from the area as
result. No concrete
measures were taken by
the authorities who
turned a blind eye to the
issue.

Surprisingly, the bus
stop is located opposite
the GHMC office and the
authorities are least
bothered. The authori-
ties concerned should
swing into action and do
the needful at the earli-
est.

Mohammed Wasif
Ali

Old Bowenpally

Phone driving is the new routine

Telecalling harassment for
junior college admissions
Iam sure that across the

country, all parents with
children studying Class 10
are being targeted for
admission into Class 11 by
the managements of jun-
ior colleges. I am being
harassed with repeated
SMSes, WhatsApp mes-
sages and phone calls for
admissions. I wonder how

the college managements
got access to our phone
numbers.

It is possible that either
the schools are selling the
data or there is a leakage
at the CBSE’s end.
Already, people are being
bombarded with phone
calls from vendors who
suggest credit cards, per-

sonal loans and real
estate. The telecalling
harassment is turning out
to be a painful affair. The
authorities need to probe
into the matter and find
how the managements are
getting access to our num-
bers.

Rakesh
Secunderabad

Bad garbage management in Saket Colony No benches in Balanagar govt school

Grievance resolution very poor in
Secunderabad Cantonment areas

The Secunderabad Cantonment has
a tradition of ignoring complaints
and grievances. There is no mecha-

nism in the administrative set-up to
address the grievances related to basic
amenities like sanitation leave alone the
problems of water supply, bad condition
of main and colony roads.

I have lodged a complaint about the bad
maintenance of roads in Ravi Colony,
Trimulgherry, in the grievance submis-
sion portal of the Cantonment website and

got a confirmation on January 31, 2020.
Attaching pictures of the streets, I have
sent an email to the CEO of the
Cantonment. Till date, no response has
been received and the streets have not
been swept for last three weeks. It is a piti-
ful situation. It only means that the con-
tractors are being paid irrespective of
whether they are doing the job. This shows
there is no supervision of these works. 

Satish Patangay
Secunderabad Cantonment

Thank you Deccan
Chronicle for pub-

lishing my grievance
on February 3. The
GHMC staff has
removed the garbage
bin but the garbage
and other waste.
Surprisingly, I have
received an automat-
ed message from the
GHMC on February
1 that my grievance
has been resolved. It
is surprising that no
staff or official has
inspected the open
plot but the griev-
ance is closed with-
out resolution. I urge
the GHMC authori-
ties to remove the
garbage and other
waste.

N. Nagarajan
Nethaji Nagar,

Kapra 

DC Impact: Garbage bin
cleared from open plot

DC IMPACT

METRO ISSUES

Remove garbage
bins on Feelkhana
Main Road

Unclean premises
of government
office at Darulshifa

Iwant to bring to the
attention of the

authorities concerned
the bad state of trash
management inside
the Quli Qutub Shah
Urban Development
Authority office in
Darulshifa. Heaps of
trash is lying inside
the premises and
waste is being burnt

in the mornings, leading to respiratory
problems to local residents. Also, a tree
is hanging on an electric pole, posing a
serious threat to passersby. I request
the authorities concerned to take swift
action in public interest.

Syed Raza Kirmani
Darulshifa 

We, the residents of Feelkhana area
in Begum Bazaar division, have on

several occasions requested the
GHMC’s deputy commissioner, Abids,
to see to it that the garbage bins on the
main road near the office of Ward No.
15 at Feelkhana. The garbage bins are
causing a lot of inconvenience to
traders, commuters and general public.
It has turned out to be a major health
hazard to local residents. Mosquito
breeding in the area is only adding to
the problems. 

Despite all these issues, the bins
haven't been cleared. I request the
authorities concerned to order for an
immediate action. 

Sunil Sahu and other local
residents

Feelkhana, Begum Bazaar 

Many a time I have
noticed that under-

aged kids are driving two-
wheelers and without
wearing helmets. Also,
phone driving has almost
become a norm. From
people who are under-
aged to grown-ups, many
people are using mobile

while driving, which has
become a routine sight on
roads these days. This
shows that the traffic
offenders don’t have the
fear of law. I feel that the
traffic police should come
up with new ideas to curb
traffic violations.
Although the current traf-

fic management regula-
tions have yielded some
results, road safety con-
tinues to be a major issue
despite several efforts to
educate commuters on
traffic rules.

M. Dikshant Agarwal 
Secunderabad

Foul smell
in Metro
Rail coach
Irecently took a Metro

Rail  train to travel
from Uppal to Paradise.
The moment I entered
the coach, there was a
foul smell and it felt as if
someone had urinated
inside.

I request the authori-
ties concerned in
Hyderabad Metro Rail
Limited to resolve these
issues in the coaches.

Mohammed Rafi
Old Bowenpally

JBS Metro
Rail info
was not full
The Metro Rail service

between Jubilee Bus
Station (JBS) and and
Mahatma Gandhi Bus
Station (MGBS) did not
carry paying passengers
on the day it was inaugu-
rated on February 7.

However, the advertise-
ments put out on that
day made it appear that
passengers could travel
on the same day.

I went to take a train
on the new corridor
after clicking my pre-
paid pass. Inside the
paid concourse, I was
told the Metro Rail serv-
ice was open to the pub-
lic only from February 8.
I lost `10 as entry ticket
collection.

Ambrose Arasan 
Hyderabad
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The blatant negligence by the
GHMC on issues faced by pedes-
trians, school-going children

and senior citizens is appalling. Most
busy roads in the city do not have
pavements and in places where they
exist, they are encroached upon for
commercial use or as parking space
for two-wheelers. More serious is the
problem of lack of pedestrian cross-
ings. Most roads in the city do not
have signalled pedestrian crossings
that facilitate people to safely cross
roads by halting the vehicular traffic.
On busy roads, individuals or groups
of people crossing the road are seen
gesturing to commuters to slow down
and let them walk safely. Fortunately,
most people escape without any trou-
ble but I know of a senior citizen who
had his leg amputated after he was hit
by a bus while crossing the road. I am
sure many such accidents happen on a
daily basis, but who cares?

It is, however, heartening to note
that K.T. Rama Rao, minister for
municipal administration and urban
development, in his recent meeting
with the GHMC zonal commissioners

and engineering officials, has risen
among others, issues related to the
construction of footpaths and foot-
over-bridges in the city. In view of the
heavy and tall trucks plying on the
city roads, the foot-over bridges need
to be built at a designated height. 

More convenient would be the instal-
lation of signalled pedestrian cross-
ings after every one or two kilometres
on all busy roads. They will certainly
help pedestrians to cross the road
safely and with dignity. Such pedestri-
an crossings may not cause big delays
in the movement of traffic, if properly
synchronised with other crossings on
the same road. In fact, I see one such
crossing installed but unfortunately
defunct at the intersection of Banjara
Hills Road No. 1 and First Lancer
Road.

The installation of signalled pedes-
trian crossings on all major roads in
the city will encourage more people to
walk, avoid using vehicles for cover-
ing short distances and keep good
health and environment.

M. Saleemuddin
Masab Tank

Hefty parking fees
send wrong signals

Bring signalled pedestrian crossing,
control parking of vehicles on roads

Dear Readers, 
We at Deccan
Chronicle request
you to kindly send
all your complaints,
issues, grievances,
feedback and
suggestions to our
government and all
its departments by
writing to Speak
Out, the voice of
the people, to our
new email ID -
DCSpeakOut
@gmail.com.

— Editor

Iwould like to bring to
the notice of the

authorities concerned
that in Platform No. 10 of
the Secunderabad
Railway station parking
fee is being collected
excessively. The first
eight minutes of park-
ing is said to be free of
cost and the fee would
surge upto `100 to 500. It
is illegal to collect such
fares as the parking lot
is a public place. A max-
imum of `30 to 40 should
be levied. 

In a place like
Secunderabad, it is diffi-
cult to pick up someone
within eight minutes
and people are forced to
pay `100 to 500. As many
as four people usually
surround the car for col-
lection of parking fee. I
request the authorities
to please check this mat-
ter and bring about a
solution for the parking
issues.

The solution will bring
respite to thousands of
citizens.   

Noorulla Shariff
Hyderabad

T.S.S. SSIDDHARTH II DDC
HYDERABAD, FEB 9

Taking a cue from its
Mumbai counterpart, the
Hyderabad Traffic Police
has asked the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC) to
instal meters to measure
noise at traffic junctions.
This, they said, would show
motorists how much they
are honking and the noise
levels.

Mr Anil Kumar, addition-
al commissioner of police
(traffic) told Deccan
Chronicle: “We have written
to the GHMC to set up these
monitors. The cost would
be borne by GHMC not the
traffic department. We are
waiting for the go ahead
from the civic body, after
that we will give them a list
of areas that see incessant
honking.”

When contacted, GHMC
commissioner D.S. Lokesh
Kumar confirmed that the
Hyderabad traffic police
had written such a letter
and the civic body was con-
sulting with Mumbai traffic
officials.

“We are asking the
Mumbai traffic police to
give us details of where
they procured the meters
from. We will have to see
the cost and availability of
the equipment before start-
ing the pilot project,” he
said.

It may be recalled that on
February 1, municipal

administration minister
K.T. Rama Rao had asked
top officials of the munici-
pal and police departments
to launch an enforcement
initiative to reduce noise
pollution at traffic signals
akin to the one in Mumbai,
which prolongs the red
light at signals if the deci-
bel level from honking by
impatient drivers gets too
high.

According to a viral video,
the Mumbai traffic police
has set a noise limit of 80
decibels. If the noise at the
intersection, when the sig-
nal is red, exceeds the
mark, the waiting time is
automatically doubled. The
Mumbai traffic police says
the experiment is to ensure
that motorists waiting at
traffic signals do not unnec-
essary honk while they
wait for the signal to turn
green.

City police set to measure
noise level at traffic signals

BODY FOUND
BESIDE ORR
Hyderabad: The body
of an unidentified man
was found with multi-
ple injuries beside the
Outer Ring Road at
Abdullapurmet. The
police is investigating
to establish the identity
of the deceased and to
determine if the death
was caused by a traffic
accident or murder. The
body was found by a vil-
lager, B. Lakshmaiah of
Bacharam.

Cops decide to try out Mumbai experiment
■ ■ Traffic police asks
GHMC to instal meters
at traffic junctions to
measure the noise creat-
ed by motorists who
honk horns.

IN BRIEF
Start-up launches

electric scooter
Hyderabad: Pure EV, an IIT-

Hyderabd incubated start-up
launched a high speed elec-

tric scooter — EPluto 7G —
on Sunday at its campus.

The scooter has an ICAT-cer-
tified range of 116 km per full

charge, which is the highest
in the country in this class of

product, according to the
developers' team.

Pure EV is founded by Dr
Nishanth Dongari, associate

professor, department of
mechanical and aerospace

engineering, IIT-H. Dr
Dongari said, “We have

state-of-the-art facilities for
the assembly and testing of

the lithium battery packs.”
The vehicle is being

launched at an ex-showroom
price of `79,999, has a top

speed of 60 kmph and bat-
tery warranty for 40,000 km. 

Dr V.K. Saraswat, member,
NITI Aayog, Dr G. Satheesh

Reddy, chairman, Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO), and

Prof B.S. Murty, director, IIT-
H were present.

10 am to 4 pm: Samina
Hospital, Dhobighat, Irani

Hotel, Sadathnagar Darwaza;
Dargah Yahya Pasha, Anna

Dairy Farm, Mumtaz Colony,
Bhanunagar, Turning Point

School, Creda Road, Mansur
Masjid; SRT Community Hall,

SRT Colony, Suryar Jung
Devdi, Poola Thoda,

Madannapet police station,
Masjid-e-Hazarim; India

Function Hall, Labbaik Hotel;
Anmol Hotel, Alshafa Dairy;

Zora Bi Ke Dargah.
10 am to 2 pm and 3 pm to 5
pm: MC Colony, Ramalayam,

SBH Colony, Asmangadh
Water Works, RB Colony,

Mumtaz College, Malakpet
police station area, Mahila

Mandali B-Block, Hamalbasti,
Venkatadrinagar

10 am to 2 pm: Jubilee Hills
Roads No 1, 4, 5, 56, 67, 68,

check post, area around
Balakrishna’s house; , TV5,

Chiranjeevi Blood Bank area,
Celebration Hotel, Jubilee

Hills Club, TTC, Annapurna
Studio back side area, iGate,

Co-Operative Bank.
10 aam to 1.30 pm: Bank of

Baroda, Shirdi Sai Nagar,
Street No 1, Surya Vamsi

Apartment, Chintal Sunday
Market area, AP Dairy area,

Nagarjunanagar, Srinivas
Apartment area

2 pm to 5 pm: Venkatagiri,
masjid, Water Works areas,

MLA Colony, Islan Colony,
Krishnanagar main road area,

Krishnanagar C Block, Kotla
Vijaya Bhaskar Reddy

Stadium area.
2.30 pm to 6 pm: Dal Mill-1,
Gudimella Villa, Nagarjuna

Community Hall, Appa Rao
PT, Vaishali Apartment;

Dominic Model High School,
Pochamma temple, Sai

Sadan Apartment, Narayana
Junior College, Tarnaka

Hospital

POWER | SHUTDOWN

RAJESWARI PPARASA II DDC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 8

Tired of hearing the words
“no funds” from the
Secunderabad Cantonment
Board (SCB) to carry out
even minor repair works,
residents in several
colonies are taking up civic
works like streetlight
repair and filling potholes
from their colony funds.

Some of the residents
asked why they have to pay
taxes when their localities
do not get a fair share of the
revenue for development of
infrastructure.

Recently, Vasavinagar
Welfare Association spent
`20,000 of its funds to
repair potholes on the road.

Vasavi Colony president
Telukunta Sathish Gupta
told Deccan Chronicle, “we
are tired of hearing that
there are no funds with the
SCB. We are one of the
largest colonies and the
highest taxpayers, still we
are distanced from develop-
ment in all aspects.”

He said it has been 15 to 16
years since the colony
roads and the drainage sys-
tem were built. “There are a
lot of maintenance issues
as they have become old.
The SCB does not bother to
recarpet the roads or to
repair the drainage lines,”
Mr Gupta said.

Other colonies have also
set up their own garbage
disposal systems and the
colony associations are pay-
ing the workers salaries.

Colony parks are also
being maintained by the
residents. Mr N. Venktata

Ramana, a resident of
Malani Enclave, said, “we
are maintaining our own
parks. Recently we set up
an electric pole by collect-
ing money from the resi-
dents. We take up planta-
tion works as well. It is the
duty of the SCB to deploy
security guards at the com-

munity parks but not even a
single park is being main-
tained in the area.”

When contacted, an SCB
official again said that the
board was going through a
fund crunch and it would
take up developmental
works as soon as money is
released.

Residents repairing the road in the Secunderabad
Cantonment as the board has said it has no money.

SCB says no cash, self-help
is the best help for residents

Excessive
parking fee
at Sec'bad 
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IN BRIEF
2.5 KG GOLD

SEIZED AT
AIRPORT

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB. 9

Approximately 2.5 kg of gold
which was being smuggled
into the country by four
women who arrived at Rajiv
Gandhi International Airport
at Shamshabad from Jeddah
on Sunday, was seized by the
Customs department.

According to sources, the
Customs officials had received
information of the four
women passengers attempting
to smuggle in the gold. 

The women who arrived on
Air India Flight AI 966 were
thoroughly checked. Their
baggage did not show any sus-
picious material when
scanned, but a body check
resulted in the recovery of
approximately 2.5 kg of gold
worth over `1 crore, said the
sources.

“The women were carrying
the gold inside their garments.
Special pockets were made
inside the clothes to carry the
gold. The gold was seized. Two
women who were carrying
gold valued at less than `20
lakh were set free after due
process,” the sources added.

Customs officials have regis-
tered a case and arrested the
two other women. An investi-
gation is on to identify the
kingpins behind the racket.

50% DRUNK
DRIVERS ARE

UNDER 30
JAYENDRA CCHAITHANYA TT. II
DC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 9

About 50 per cent of drivers
caught driving with more than
the permitted level of alcohol,
are youngsters aged between
21 and 30. Cyberabad police
who have booked cases against
the drunk drivers have
expressed concern over the
disregard for road safety rules
among younger drivers.

Enforcement drives were
held in the Cyberabad police
commissionerate limits on
February 7, 8 and till the early
hours of February 9. Traffic
police booked cases on 273 peo-
ple — 50 four-wheeler drivers,
19 three-wheeler drivers, one
truck driver and 203 bikers.

The police booked 59 cases at
Madhapur, 53 at Kukatpally, 36
at Miyapur, 25 at
Rajendranagar, 22 at Alwal, 19
each at Gachibowli and
Jeedimetla, 15 each at
Balanagar and Shamshabad
and 10 cases were booked
under the Shadnagar limits.

In an analysis by the police,
it was found that about 136 per-
sons among the total drunk
drivers held were aged
between 21 and 30, followed by
those aged between 31 to 40 (84
persons),  30 persons aged
between 41 and 50, 17 persons
aged between 51 and 60, while
six persons were aged between
18 and 20.

Also, 50 drunk drivers were
employed as drivers, 47 per-
sons were daily-wage labour-
ers, 24 were IT employees, 24
were businessmen, two were
bankers, three were students
and security guards, one was a
government servant, eight
were realtors and one a
farmer.

“It is sad to note that many
highly educated citizens are
resorting to this dangerous
activity without any concern
for safety. Also, it was noticed
that a lot of youngsters are rid-
ing bikes dangerously in a
drunken condition without a
helmet and triple riding on
highways. This was quite visi-
ble during the checking,” said
a Cyberabad police official.

The police has appealed to
parents not to encourage their
children to drive without a
valid driving licence and not
when they have drunk alcohol.

■ ■ AMONG TTHE drunk drivers
booked were 24 IT employees,
24 businessmen, two bankers,
three students and security
guards, a government servant
and eight realtors. Fifty per-
sons employed as drivers were
also arrested.

BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE

V. PRATHIBA RANI
DOB: 10.2.1942 DOD: 01.08.2018

Your memories will always 
be in our hearts forever

Inserted by:
Mother: V. Lakshmi

V. Ravi Kumar, Vinodha
V. Praveen Kumar, Bhavani

(S/1920/D01818)

3rd DEATH ANNIVERSARY
“HARE RAMA HARE KRISHNA”

RANGA RAMNATH GOUD
DOB: 9.5.1923    DOD: 10.2.2017

Inserted by  Sons:
R. Shankaar Gowd, R. Venu Gopal

Daughters-in-law:
R. Kamala & R. Kavita
Grand Son: R. Sachin & 

Ranga Family
(B/1920/D00205)

2nd DEATH ANNIVERSARY
“You are forever alive in our hearts.”
IN EVER LOVING MEMORY OF OUR MOTHER

Mrs. BUSAMALLA SHAKUNTHALA
Late. Mr. Busamalla Paranjyothi (Jyothi Sir)
DOB: 21.09.1935      DOD: 10.02.2018
Retd. Teacher, Mary A Knotts School, Vikarabad

Inserted by
Daughters:

Anupama Zelah, B. Kavitha Manjari
Sons-in-Law:

S. Abraham & N.H.P. Chowdary
Grand Children:

Angeleena Zelah & Hazel Karen
(S/1920/D01822)

10th DEATH ANNIVERSARY OF

Sri  KONDA REDDY
Former Mayor of GHMC, Hyd.

DOD: 10.02.2010
“Your  memories always remain

with us till our last breath.”
K. Pratap Reddy - Son

K. Usha Sree - Daughter-in-law
K. Sai Shiva Reddy - Grand Son

All Relatives, Friends and 
Well Wishers

(S/1920/D01814)

SHRADDANJALI

K.VIJAY ANAND
DOB: 21.08.1971 DOD: 06.02.2020

OM SHANTI
Ph: 7842446996

(S/1920/D01820)

25th ANNIVERSARY

NARAYANA PANICKER
DOD: 10-02-1995

25 years passed off and 
you are still in our hearts.
We love you and miss you

With Love
Daughter: Meena Raveendran 

Raveendran, Poojamol &
Abhinav Mon & Family

(CA-3231)

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished
the race, I have kept the faith.” 2 Timothy 4:7

Mr. Jakkula E. John Sumachar
(Retd. Chief Ticket Inspector. SCR )

DoB: 01-09-1932       DoD: 09-02-2020
Funeral  service  will  be  held  today
10-02-2020, at CSI Wesley Church,
Ramkote   at 11.00 a.m. Thereafter,
burial at Narayanguda Cemetery.

Inserted by:
Son, Daughters, Sons-in-law

& Grand Children
Ph: 9640669158, 9247503092

(CA-3234)

1st DEATH ANNIVERSARY

KUYYA BUGGAIAH
DOD: 10-02-2019

DADDY, you are rememberd every
moment in our lives. Time flies
away soon but not a single day
passes without you in our thoughts.

By Beloved Family Members
Ph: 9949471366

(CA-3233)

OBITUARY

Shri GOWLIKAR MOTHI RAM JI
DOD: 12.2.2004

Smt. GOWLIKAR DEVI BAI
DOD: 10.2.2017

Inserted by:
Sons: G. Rajesh G. Durga

G. Rakesh G. Suman
Daughter: D. Rajani D. Rajendra Kumar

Grand Children
R.R. Industries

Ph.No. 9391054169, 9491547189
(A/1920/D00124)

OBITUARY
“Blessed are the dead who die in the
Lord from now on.” Revelation 14:13

BANKA PREM KUMAR
Retd SGO - HQ Trg Wing MCEME 

D.O.B:15 Mar 1957  D.O.D: 09 Feb 2020
Funeral will be held at CSI Holy Trinity
Church Bollaram at 4pm on 10 Feb 2020

Ph: 9100401312, 9866261951

FUNERAL SERVICE

MARSHALL SAVIO FRANCIS
DOB: 12.01.1984   DOD: 09.02.2020
We regret to inform the sad demise of
Marshall Savio Francis. Funeral Mass
will be held at St. Francis Xavier’s
Chapel at 10 a.m. Address: 6-5-71,
New Bhoiguda, Secunderabad.

Inserted by: Roach Family
Mario Roach: 9885576903

Priyanka: 998144866
(CA-3235)

OBITUARY
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the
death of his saints. Psalms 116:15.

MR MYTHRI SUKUMAR 
D.O.B: 21.07.1943   D.O.D: 09.02.2020
Funeral Service at 12.30pm @ Centenary
Methodist Church Chapel Road Abids.
Burial on 10.02.2020 @ 2.30p.m.
@ Narayanaguda Cemetery.

Inserted by:
Wife and Family.

Mob. 9010696551, 98666 20410.

OBITUARY
Truly my soul waiteth upon God: from
him cometh my salvation     Ps. 62:1

C. VIJAYA ANDREWS 
W/o Late C. Israel Andrews

DOB: 30.08.1922    DOD: 09.02.2020
Funeral will be held on 10th Feb at
2:30 pm at Narayanguda Cemetery.

From:
Sister, Children and Grand Children

Ph: 9989253642, 9515026467

SANJAY SSAMUEL PPAUL
I DDC
HYDERABAD, FEB 9 

The Lake Police has set
another record by sav-
ing 50 lives in a span of
40 days, from January 1
to February 9. The most
recent rescue was of a
67 year old woman who
tried to commit suicide
on the upper tank bund
at 4 am on Sunday.

The Lake police on the
picket rescued her and
during the counselling
she recounted that her
four sons had refused to
take care of her, 

In a tweet a few weeks
earlier, Hyderabad
police commissioner
Anjani Kumar had laud-
ed the Lake police for
saving so many lives.
The most number of
suicide attempts take
place in the
Hussainsagar. It’s a big
task for the Lake police
to pre-empt these
attempts. Last year the
police prevented 344
people from committing
suicide in the lake.

The police take their
job here seriously. “We
will be vigilant all the
time because our negli-
gence can cost someone
his or her life,” says
constable Faizal.

Pawan Kumar, a Home
Guard, says they scruti-
nise the fence carefully
and if someone looks
suspicious, one of them
will try to converse
with him/her and find
out by the way they
communicate if they
are potential victims. 

The police is often
aided by the likes of B
Yadagiri, 58, a masala-
peanut seller on the
Tank Bund, who has
saved two people who
tried to jump over the
fence encircling the
lake. He came to
Hyderabad 25 ago from
a small village, and
since then has been sell-
ing on Tank Bund. 

“We can make out if
someone comes with
the intent to commit
suicide by their behav-
iour and the police
respond immediately to
our call,” said Yadagiri.

“There are almost 500
vendors around the
lake... small street ven-
dors who sell boiled
corn, peanuts, etc. They
are our main source of
information. When
someone comes to
attempt suicide, they
call and inform us
about it, and our team
rushes to the rescue in

no time. After that, we
see that they are com-
forted and then we give
counselling and offer
professional aid,” said
Ms B. Dhanalaxmi, sta-
tion house officer of the
Lake Police.

She says women are in
the majority and 90 per
cent of attempts take
place from Tank Bund
which comes under the
Gandhinagar police sta-
tion. Many of those who
attempt suicide are
troubled in their per-
sonal lives for different
reasons — family dis-
putes, financial prob-
lems, failure in love or
exams, depression,
harassment by in-laws
or husband, addiction
to alcohol/toddy and so
on, says Ms
Dhanalaxmi.

She said the surround-
ings of the lake are
tranquil and most peo-
ple come here to relax,
refresh themselves and
heal their souls. “The
area around
Hussainsagar is rapidly
developing into an
international tourist
spot. Every Friday,
Saturday and Sunday
and on public holidays
public and government
organisers conduct
events at Necklace Road
like awareness runs,
walks, cycling, candle
rallies, bike rallies etc.
There are a number of
film shootings on
Necklace Road. Many
events and exhibitions
are held at People’s
Plaza ground like the
kite festival, food festi-
vals, horticulture exhi-
bition cum sale, handi-

crafts exhibition, car
exhibition, games exhi-
bition, crackers shops,
Holi festival,” she said.

But these come with
concomitant headaches
of eve-teasing and pick-
pocketing. “We are
around 50 police per-
sonnel moving around
the lake and controlling
and maintaining the
peaceful atmosphere.
Eve-teasers are traced
and picked up from all
corners if I get to
know,” the SHO said.

“I have worked in dif-
ferent police stations,
but this posting has
given me most job satis-
faction and it gives
great happiness when
we save one life,” she

said. She recalled that
up to 100 suicides were
being reported from the
lake earlier.

Extra security is pro-
vided by mounted
police who will be
patrolling around the
lake. Patrol cars and
Blue Colts teams keep
the area safe and
secure.  Most of
Necklace Road has been
fenced or has barri-
cades of reasonable
height to control access
to the lake except the
Tank Bund. The barri-
cading on the Tank
Bund at present is 1.16
metres high which even
children can easily sur-
mount to get access to
the lake.

Lake police prevents
50th suicide this year
Vendors on Tank Bund tip off cops in the nick of time

Lake Police station house officer B. Dhanalaxmi speaks to traffic police per-
sonnel and motorists on Tank Bund. 

B. Yadagiri, a vendor of masala peanuts, is among
those who spot people moving on Tank Bund in a
suspicious manner.

Musi is being encroached

Rampant encroachment of the Musi river bed is taking place by dumping lorry loads of construction
debris. The debris is levelled and used for illegal parking of private vehicles near the Imlibun Inter-State
Bus Stand (MGBS).  — P. SURENDRA

Leaking LPG catches fire, six injured
DURGA PPRASAD SSUNKU II
DC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 9

Six members of a family
were injured when leak-
ing gas from a cooking gas
cylinder caught fire
resulting in an explosion
in Warasiguda early on
Sunday morning. All the
injured are being treated
at the Gandhi Hospital.

Chilkalguda police iden-
tified the injured as Mohd
Ghouse Pasha, a 40-year-
old employed in the mar-

ble business, and his wife
Shabana Begum, 35, and
their four children Aafiya
Anjum, 9, Shifa Tabas-
sum, 6, Mezbha Nooreen,
3, and Umema, who is
three-months-old.

The explosion, accord-
ing to the police, occurred
at around 7 am, when
Shabana Begum tried to
light the stove in one of
the two rooms of the small
house the family lives in.
One room was used as the
kitchen and the other was
the family bedroom.

The impact of the explo-
sion threw Shabana
Begum back a few feet and
she fell on a glass shelf
and was injured. Her
clothes and that of her
husband who was with
her caught fire. The hus-
band ran out of the house,
and the two older children
rushed out from the bed-
room carrying their
younger.

“We immediately alerted
the police about the acci-
dent. The police came
after about an hour. An

ambulance that reached
earlier rushed the family
to Gandhi Hospital," a
neighbour said.

Inspector A.C. Balagangi
Reddy of the Chilkalguda
police said that the adults
received about 70 per cent
burns and the children
suffered from about 30 per
cent burns.

“Presently they all are
out of danger and under-
going treatment in the
Emergency ward of
Gandhi Hospital,” he
added.

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB. 9

A 12-year-old boy was elec-
trocuted after accidentally
coming in contact with a live
wire while climbing a wall to
get a tennis ball on Sunday,
according to the Banjara
Hills police.

Identifying the deceased as
M Akhil, 12, a Class 6 stu-
dent, police said at around
10.30 am on Sunday he
climbed the wall of
Filmnagar Club and went

inside to take a ball from the
tennis court.

When he climbed the wall
to return, he came in contact
with a wire connected to a
transformer  and died due to
electrocution.

Banjara Hills police has
booked a case of suspicious
death under Section 174
CrPC and shifted the body to
Osmania General Hospital
for the post-mortem exami-
nation. The body was later
released to Akhil’s family, a
police official said.

12-yr-old electrocuted

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB. 9

A 40-year-old man working
at Ramoji Film City lost his
both hands and suffered
critical injuries to the face,
when some empty paint
boxes that he was carrying
exploded on Sunday. The vic-
tim, Rao Saheb, of Nanded,
has been admitted to a pri-
vate hospital and his condi-
tion is stated to be critical.

Abdullapurmet inspector
S. Devender said Rao Saheb
was working as a contract
labourer at RFC.

“It is suspected that when
Rao was putting down the
boxes, they could have
exploded due to friction.
Bomb disposal and Clues
teams inspected the site and
confirmed that gases gener-
ated in the box exploded,”
Mr Devender said.

WORKER HURT AS
PAINT BOXES
EXPLODE AT RFC
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FROM AP

STEEL BARGE
SINKS IN BAY 

OF BENGAL
DC CCORRESPONDENT
KAKINADA, FEB 9:

In the first such incident since
the time steel barges were
allowed in the old anchorage
port, a steel barge (KKD 81 No.
Steel Barge), with a capacity of
600 metric tonnes, carrying
broken rice capsized off
Kakinada coast around 4 am
on Sunday.

The incident happened
around four nautical miles
from the shore near Hope
Island in Bay of Bengal. There
were no casualties as around
18 workers on board jumped in
time and swam to safety to a
nearby boat.

According to eyewitnesses,
high tidal waves hit the barge.
The ferociousness was such
that surf waters entered the
vessel and it sank within min-
utes. The barge was carrying
broken rice to be shipped to
West Africa. The nearby boats
belonged to Raipur-based
Satya Balaji Rice Industries at
Raipur, which was exporting
the stock.

Despite the peril, port work-
ers made valiant bids to save
the barge but gave up as the
sea was very rough and waves
were tossing it.

Eyewitnesses said that the
waves rose up to three metres.

Another barge (No. 39) in the
vicinity, however, stayed put in
the same area. It was felt that
the ill-fated barge could have
been saved had it remained
still. Meanwhile, the workers
informed the persons con-
cerned who sent tugs to get the
workers back to the shore.

Port officer in-charge and
Superintendent Engineer G.V.
Raghava Rao visited the spot
along with his staff and con-
ducted a preliminary survey.
He told this reporter that he
would submit a report to the
state government, soon there-
after. 

He said that Satyam Balaji
Rice Industries was exporting
broken rice through C&F
agent Lotus Marine Services.
Barge No. KKD 81 took-off
around 10 pm on Saturday and
reached the spot at around 5
am on Sunday when the sea
turned rough and there were
high speed winds at the acci-
dent spot. 

Efforts are on to retrieve the
barge on a war-footing. A com-
prehensive inquiry has been
ordered into the incident. He
also said that the services of
expert divers from
Visakhapatnam would be requi-
sitioned to bring out the barge. 

Port Police Circle Inspector P.
Srinivasa Rao said that nobody
had lodged a complaint on the
incident and the police will
make an inquiry only after
receiving a complaint.

Prayer offering

Youth after being detained at the Goshamahal Police Station for participating in the flash
protest at Mallepally try to sleep on the footsteps.  

Detainees say they were
interrogated by cops
From Page 1

The detainees complained
that some of the young
men who were detained
during the protest at
Mallepally, were beaten by
the police in the van and in
custody. A few were locked
up and interrogated.

Ms Minai says they were
detained without pre-
detention warning.
Though women were shift-
ed to CCS, the men were
kept in the Goshamahal
Stadium without basic
facilities. “We understand
that the cops are doing
their job, but it is also
their duty to safeguard the
citizens. They have to
understand the feelings of
the society and our
uneasiness,” she said.

Parents of minor stu-
dents alleged that their
wards were beaten by the
police at the Task Force
Office. They complained
that the police did not
inform them about the
detention that night (as
required by law) and
informed them only next
morning. They also com-
plained that the police
warned them that if their
children participate in
protests in future, they will
communicate with their
institution and “your chil-
dren will be debarred”.
The police also said,
according to the parents,
that “if you allow the chil-
dren to participate in such
protests, they will join ter-
ror groups in the future”.

The Hyderabad City
Police has been criticised

for its heavy-handed han-
dling of the protests over
the CAA, NPR and NRC.
Advocate Mahboob Ali
Mohammed said the deten-
tion of people at Malle-
pally, as reported, showed
the impulsive eagerness of
the Hyderabad police, and
infringed on the constitu-
tional rights of peaceful
protest granted to citizens. 

Moreover, the detention
of women after sunset and
before sunrise is against
section 46 (4) of the Code
of Criminal Procedure
and the guidelines of the
Supreme Court, and the
beating of minors as
alleged is totally wrong.
Police counselling parents
that their wards will turn
into extremists if they
protest is an unnecessary
and unwanted piece of
officiousness. 

He said the detention of a
journalist without sharing
the arrest details and
whereabouts is against the
D.K. Basu Arrest Guide-
lines laid down by the
Supreme Court of India.
The police should prompt-
ly consider the recent
Telangana High Court
order to allow women to
protest against NRC, CAA
by providing a peaceful
location for them to do so
and which would not stop
traffic and business.

Dr Lubna Sarwath, state
general secretary,
Socialist Party (India),
Hyderabad, and Maqbool
Mateen, president, United
Citizens’ Forum, reacting
to the incident criticised
the action of the police

but appreciated the police
allowing medicines for
the detained journalist
M u b a s h s h i r u d d i n
Khurram during his ille-
gal detention. They con-
demned indiscriminate
detention of peaceful pro-
testers and the journalist.

“We urge the Hyderabad
police to discharge their
duties impartially, as per
the law, as they are bound
to under oath. They are
bound to enable and pro-
tect. It is disheartening to
hear of a senior reputed
journalist being picked up
when he was discharging
his democratic journalis-
tic duties. We do not want
the public to lose faith in
the police and we want to
strengthen the friendly
bond between police and
public,” said Ms Sarwath.

Mateen said the police is
on the wrong side of the
law if they identify and
address any person based
on their religion and not
as a citizen. The police is
on the wrong side of the
law if they selectively
enable a pro CAA meeting
at Quli Qutub Shah stadi-
um and on the other hand
denounce anti-CAA
protests and reject protest
permission applications.

“We call on Hyderabad
Police to give adequate
protection to democrati-
cally conduct peaceful
appeal-protests and enable
their smooth conduct so
that we protect freedom
and liberty for this genera-
tion and future genera-
tions of India,” he said.

IREDDY SSRINIVAS 
REDDY || DC
HYDERABAD, FEB 9

The suspense over the
appointment of a new
president for the BJP
Telangana unit keeps
mounting even as party
leaders, cadre and work-
ers continue to weigh the
pros and cons of likely
contenders.

Some believe that the
incumbent Dr. K Laxman
will get one more term
while several opine that
the high command will
give chance to a new
leader. 

Dr Laxman, who has
been president for the past
three years, completed his

tenure six weeks back.
Though the election for

the new president was
expected in January, it has
been delayed due to the
ongoing row over the
Citizenship Amendment

Act (CAA) and Delhi
Assembly elections. Party
leaders from the State are
expecting that the presi-

dent elections will be held
in the next couple of
weeks.

A senior party leader, on
the condition of anonymi-
ty, said that the party high
command is keen on
strengthening the party in
Telangana, towards which
it intends to bring a new
face to head the State unit.

He pointed out that for
the past 30 years the BJP
state president was chosen
from leaders, who were
active in Hyderabad and
none was considered from
outside of the city.

Though this aspect was
repeatedly raised before
the national leadership it
has not been considered
even once. He said that

choosing pitch-forking
someone from the dis-
tricts would boost the
morale of the cadre work-
ing in the interiors and
towns.

Some national-level lead-
ers in private conversa-
tions with this correspon-
dent said that the high
command is considering
former minister D.K.
Aruna, former MLA Y.
Lakshminarayana or for-
mer MP AP Jitender Reddy
as Dr Laxman’s successor.
The leader said that MPs
Arvind Dharmapuri and B
Sanjay Kumar will also be
in the running. However, a
strong sentiment is that Dr
Laxman would get an
extension.

Still no clarity on new
chief for BJP’s TS unit
Laxman, Aruna still remain in contention for the top post

■ ■ SOME NNATIONAL-
LEVEL leaders in private
conversation said that the
high command is also
considering former MLA
Y. Lakshminarayana or
former MP AP Jitender
Reddy as Dr Laxman’s
successor

Hyderabad-based AAP party members offer a chaddar at the Dargah-e-Yousufain in Nampally on Sunday to pray
for the victory of their party’s candidates in the Assembly elections in Delhi.  — S. SURENDER REDDY

Citing Jagan & Pranab, Baru claims political risk to investments is growing

Idea of ‘Rising India’ under threat, says Baru
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB 9

Former press secretary to
the Prime Minister and
author Sanjaya Baru, has
contended that the narra-
tive of “Rising India” is
under serious threat.

Baru was delivering a
lecture on “The Rule of
Law, economy and ease of
business” here on Sunday.

He blamed both the judi-
ciary and the political
executive for the slow-
down of the country’s
economy. Both, he said,
had contributed to the ero-

sion of “Rule of Law”.
Baru talked about how

pendency of cases was one
of the biggest worries that
citizens and corporates’
have to reckon with. He
noted that India spends
less than a per cent of its
Budget on judiciary.

“Against this backdrop, it
is disconcerting to see that
the 2020-21 Budget has
reduced funds for judicial
and legal infrastructure,”
he said and also blamed
“excessive litigation and
capability to draft trans-
parent and efficient
rules.”

On the cases pending in
various High Courts, he
said, “It should worry poli-
cy makers that the worst
performing states, with
some exceptions, are also
the poorest.”

The senior journalist
noted that one of the
major causes for the
decline of investments in
India was the legal process

and verdicts. “While we
talk about foreign invest-
ments coming to India, we
forget about investments
by Indians and their talent
that is fleeing the coun-
try,” he added.

Baru also noted that even
Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court SA Bobde
is aware of how Indian
companies preferred to go

for arbitration proceed-
ings in Singapore or
London, over settlements
in the country.  

Baru also threw shade at
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister, Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy for renegotiating or
abrogating contracts and
delaying ongoing projects. 

Comparing it to the retro-
spective tax move by the
then Finance Minister
Pranab Mukherjee, he said
it was an example of the
rise in political risk in
investing in India.

A trained economist,
Baru recalled his youth

while talking about eco-
nomic models of India and
other countries. “There
was a time when the ‘coun-
tries of tomorrow’ were
considered Brazil and
Argentina. But their
growth plateaued,” he said.

Talking on the “Rising
India” model, he said that
until a few years ago, the
world believed India was
catching up with China.

“Today, that idea is under
threat. Now, we have to
decide on whether we
want to pursue the Latin
America way or the East
Asian way,” he said. 

WAKE-UP | CALL

S.A. IISHAQUI II DDC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 9

Bumper yield of red gram
sown in the Kharif 2019
season has resulted in a
problem of plenty, and
procurement of the pro-
duce has become a major
issue.

Farmers are raising a
hue and cry over the con-
ditions stipulated by
Markfed (Telangana State
Co-Operative Marketing
Federation Ltd), which
limits procurement of
only 2.5 quintals from
each farmer.

The agriculture depart-
ment is expecting 2.7 lakh
metric tonnes production
in the season, but the
Centre has approved pro-
curement of only 47,500
metric tonnes of red gram
in the state. Due to this,
the state government has
to face the burden of
procuring the additional
production from farmers.

Farmers from the erst-
while districts of
Mahbubnagar, Medak and
Ranga Reddy used to sow
red gram in extensive
areas, compared to those
from other districts.
Farmers have already
reached market yards
with stocks but Markfed
authorities are not pre-

pared to procure the
entire produce. As a
result, farmers from
Gadwal, Koheda, Tandur
and other market yards
are protesting against the
delay in procurement.

T. Sagar, general secre-
tary of Telangana Rythu
Sangham, said that
Markfed authorities were
issuing slips to each
farmer for the procure-
ment of 2.5 quintals and
asking them to come with
their stock from 30 to 45
days. After procurement,
there is inordinate delay
in payments, he said.

He said that the govern-
ment had fixed `5,800 as
minimum support price

(MSP) per quintal and the
farmers had reached the
market yards with stocks.
With so much stock left,
commission agents are
purchasing the product at
`3,500 to `4,000 per quintal
and making a killing.

S. Anvesh Reddy, chair-
man of Telangana Kisan
Congress, said that com-
mission agents have been
purchasing the stock at
lower prices and selling
the stocks to Markfed at
the MSP in the name of
farmers.

Stating that due to good
rains each acre of crop is
yielding 8 to 12 quintals of
red gram, he demanded
the government procure
stocks from farmers with-
out any conditions.

Meanwhile, agriculture
minister S. Niranjan
Reddy has written to the
Centre exhorting the agri-
culture ministry to en-
hance the quota of red
gram to another 56,000
metric tonnes over and
above the earlier approved
47,500 metric tonnes.He
said, “as the farmers are
facing trouble, we hope
that the Centre will come
forward to enhance the
quota of procurement to
provide much-needed
relief to the farmers culti-
vating red gram.”

Low procurement quota
troubles red gram farmers

■ ■ AGRICULTURE 
MINISTER has written to
the Centre exhorting the
Union agriculture min-
istry to enhance the pro-
curement quota of red
gram to another 56,000
metric tonnes over and
above the earlier
approved 47,500 metric
tonnes.

■ ■ THE AAGRICULTURE
DEPARTMENT is expect-
ing 2.7 lakh metric
tonnes production in the
season

There was a time when the ‘countries of 
tomorrow’ were considered Brazil and Argentina.
But their growth plateaued.

— SSANJAYA BBARU, Economist

DON’T GO TO
‘EXTREMES’
WHILE DEALING
WITH KIDS

KCR OKAYS
REPAIRS OF
TEMPLE, MASJID
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB 9

AIMIM Legislature Party
Leader Akbaruddin
Owaisi on Sunday met
CM K. Chandrashekhar
Rao at Pragathi Bhavan
and urged him to develop
Simhavauhini Mahan-
kali Temple at Lal
Darwaza in the Old city
and sanction of `3 crore
for carrying out renova-
tion and repair works to
the Afzalgunj Masjid.

While submitting a
memorandum, Owaisi
reminded that Bonalu
celebrations at the tem-
ple are known as Lal
Darwaza bonalu. He said
that because of inade-
quate space, devotees
were subject to hardships
in the premises. Accord-
ing to the CM’s Office,
Owaisi explained that
“Lal Darwaza Mahankali
temple has more than a
hundred years of history.
Lakhs of people offer
prayers and bonalu here
enjoys a special status.”

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB. 9

“Extremes of control or
extremes of lenience,
both are not advisable
when dealing with chil-
dren,” advised experts at
a public forum conduct-
ed by the Obstetrics and
Gynaecological Society
of Hyderabad (OGSH) in
the city on Sunday.

There were several
questions on how to deal
with mobile phones and
whether to give children
pocket money or not and
how to deal with them
while imparting ‘sex edu-
cation’ which is called
‘Adolescent health educa-
tion’ to de-stigmatise the
term. “Give skills to chil-
dren instead of things,
and also do not force your
childhood interests or
your dreams on them.
Engage with them and let
them get acquainted with
all the skills necessary
and allow them to choose.
Just giving them mobiles
for hours to engage them
only affects their growth
in a negative way, there
are several studies prov-
ing the ill-effects of
excessive use of mobile
phones on children,” said
Dr Namita Singh, con-
sultant Neuropsycho-
logist speaking to the
Deccan Chronicle.

She added that commu-
nication with children is
the key to several issues
and extremes of control
or lenience is equally
dangerous.

There were mixed opin-
ions on pocket money, as
many said that there is
no need of pocket
money, while others said
it is necessary to give
pocket money to let the
children know about the
value of money and to
have a little financial
freedom. One of the stu-
dents, E Gagana, a fash-
ion technology student,
said that parents should
teach kids how to have
self control with the
mobile instead of ban-
ning mobile phones or
any other thing. 

DC CCORRESPONDENT
KURNOOL, FEB. 9

All India Majlis-e-Itteha-
dul Muslimeen President
and Hyderabad MP Asad-
uddin Owaisi slammed
BJP for dividing the coun-
try on religious lines.

He said “this is the first
time in the history of
Parliament that a law was
made on the basis of reli-
gion,” he said. “This coun-
try is not just of Hindus. It
is not just of Muslims. It is
not just of Christians. It is
a union of all the faiths
and beliefs,” the MP
asserted. AIMIM party
held its first anti-CAA,
NCR and NPR protests at
Kurnool, their first in AP,
on Sunday.

Owaisi said MIM plans
to reach out to larger audi-
ence and would hold meet-
ings at other places in
Andhra Pradesh. He said
Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy was urged
to hire a good lawyer to
secure four percent reser-

vation to Muslims in
Supreme Court.

Earlier, he was accorded
a roaring welcome, on his
arrival. The ground was
swarmed with people with
the organisers stating that
around 20,000 people had
turned up for the meeting.
Talking about the protests
across the country, he said
that the “fight” is to pro-
tect the country, which
must be protected from
“fascist forces”.

Owaisi then explained
the process of National
Population Register, Nat-
ional Register of Citizens
and CAA. Criticizing the
BJP, he claimed that the
government is lying to the
people. “NPR and NRC are
two sides of the same
coin,” he added.

Reacting to the com-
ments made by Prime
Minister about how he
touched the feet of Khan
Abdul Gaffar Khan,
Owaisi sarcastically
questioned if there was a
picture of the event.

Owaisi slams BJP’s
divisive policies

COUNTER POINT

ASTROGUIDE
Vikari; Uttarayana

Tithi: Magha Bahula Padyami 
till 9.44 am; MaghaBahula 

Vidiya till 6.17 am (Tuesday)
Star: Magha till 5.04 pm

Varjyam: 6.22 am to 7.47 am; 
12.10 am to 1.35 am (Tuesday)

Durmuhurtam: 12.52 pm to 1.38 pm;
3.09 pm to 3.54 pm

Rahukalam: 7.30 am to 9 am
HIJRI CALENDAR

Jumada al-Sani 15,1441 AH
PRAYERS

Fajar: 5.44 am
Zohar: 12.40 pm

Asar: 4.39 pm
Maghrib: 6.21 pm

Isha: 7.29 pm
SUNSET TODAY 6.15 PM

SUNRISE TOMORROW 6.44 AM
MOONRISE TODAY 7.29 AM
MOONSET TODAY 7.36 PM
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IN BRIEF

Driver dies as
van rams lorry

Hyderabad: A 20-year-old
who was driving a van died

when the vehicle rammed
into a lorry on the Outer
Ring Road at Keesara on

Sunday. Keesara police said
that the accident took place

at around 5.30 am near
Rampally Dayara in which

Palleti Ganesh, 20, a resident
of Appareddipally of Ranga

Reddy district was killed.
Ganesh was driving the van

(AP24 TA 0114) towards
Ghatkesar from Keesara.

When the vehicle reached
Rampally Dayara, a cement-

mix lorry (AP36 TB 3692)
which was moving in front
stopped suddenly and the
van rammed into the lorry.

Police said that Ganesh suf-
fered severe injuries and

died on the spot. His body
was stuck in the cabin and

was retrieved with the help
of the ORR patrolling team,

police said.

FURNITURES & FURNISHINGS

ELECTRICALS

ANIMAL PET

TOURS & TRAVELS

DAIRY PRODUCTS

SHOP & WIN

A golden opportunity
for retailers, showrooms & 
business establishments  

to increase foot falls in your stores
and get lucky draw 

coupons for your customers

To participate in this Gold Hungama
please contact:

9908662244
9052134123
9849998024

RAJESWARI PPARASA II DC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 9 

Students who appeared
for the exams have been
marked “absent” in the
recently released results
of undergraduate courses
in about 477 colleges affil-
iated to Osmania
University. 

After students protested
the “discrepancies”, the
university was compelled
to release an updated
result.

Mr Kamal Suresh, PhD
scholar and ABVP acti-
vist, was one of the pro-
testers, said, “Several stu-
dents were confused after
seeing the ‘absent’
remark in their mark-
sheet when they have
actually written the
examination. We took the
issue to the notice of the
controller of examina-

tions and registrar
through protest and gave
a representation. It has
since been resolved.”

OU officials clarified
that the results of about
1,600 students from four
to five colleges were with-
held as there was a confu-
sion among the electives
that they had registered.
Those students have
selected ‘environmental
studies’ instead of ‘envi-
ronmental science’ and
‘computer fundamentals’
instead of ‘basic comput-
er skills’ during their reg-
istration.

The examination
branch thought of verify-
ing the titles and then
released it. Meanwhile,
given the insistence by
students, the university
released the updated
result late Saturday on
night.

Temperature down
9ºC after rain on Sat
T.S.S. SSIDDHARTH II DDC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 9

The brief and intermit-
tent rainfall that lashed
the city on Saturday and
Sunday morning is
recorded as the third high-
est rainfall the city has
received in February in
the last decade.Overall the
city received 4.1 mm of
rainfall. The highest rain-
fall recorded in the past
one decade in this month
was 20.2 mm on February
21, 2011. This was followed
by heavy rain in the city
on February 17, 2013.

The rains also brought
down the maximum tem-
perature by 9º Celsius – to
23.4ºC. The minimum tem-
perature continued at
19ºC.

Officials of the Indian

Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD), told Deccan
Chronicle, that they pre-
dict more such showers in
the city in the next 24
hours. “There is an upper
air trough passing over
the state, so under its
influence we might see
some more showers. But,
since this system is weak-
ening, the effects will
reduce,” an official said.

As the system weakens,
there will be scattered
rains in isolated spells.

“Courtesy of the rains,
the maximum tempera-

ture in the state is likely
to drop by 3-4 degrees
Celsius due to increased
cloud cover and subse-
quent rainfall. On the
other hand, the night tem-
peratures are expected to
settle above normal for
the next few days. By
February 13, rains are
likely to vacate the region
completely. Post this
episode, we do not expect
any major rainfall activi-
ty to take place,  said a
report by Skymet, a pri-
vate weather forecasting
agency.

While the rains have had
a cooling effect, the mois-
ture laden air will
increase the relative
humidity in the city and
temperatures will rise
once the rains cease, caus-
ing some discomfort. 

OU fixes errors
in grad results

Students perform marital arts during the Deeni Taleem
Rally at Quli Qutb Shah Stadium on Sunday.

— P. SURENDRA

Fighting fit

■ ■ While the rains
have had a cooling
effect, the moisture
laden air will increase
the relative humidity
in the city.
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IN BRIEF

Two more take 
coronavirus test

Hyderabad: Health minister
Etela Rajender said no posi-
tive case of the coronavirus
infection has been found in

the state. All the 70 samples
collected from individuals till
Saturday have returned neg-

ative for the disease. In a
statement, he said two per-

sons were admitted to the
Gandhi Hospital on Sunday

for check-ups. The results of
their samples would be avail-
able on Monday.  The health

department said anyone with
questions related to the dis-

ease can call the 24-hour
helpline 040-24651119.

BALU PPULIPAKA II DDC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 9

An increasing number of
crew members on the coro-
navirus-stricken cruise
ship Diamond Princess,
which has been docked at
Yokohama in Japan since
February 4 after cases of
coronavirus began being
diagnosed among people
on board, are reported to
be getting increasingly
worried of contracting the
disease.

With six new cases diag-
nosed among the ship’s
passengers and crew on
Sunday, there appears to
be an increasing clamour

among crew members,
who believe they are in
good health, to be taken off
the ship and quarantined
at an onshore facility.

Among the latest cases
identified are reportedly
five crew members and a
passenger.

One of the crew mem-
bers said that the five crew
members — who were
diagnosed with the disease
among the six new cases —
were from the Philippines.
Previously, two other crew
members were taken off
the ship after testing posi-
tive, the crew member
said.

Among the Indian crew

are individuals from
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
Kerala and Bengal.

With the six new diag-
nosed cases, the total num-
ber of coronavirus victims
on the ship has risen to 70.
The ship has nearly 3,700
people on board, including
more than 2,600 passen-
gers, with the rest being
the crew.

There are about 160
Indians among the ship’s
crew who have been keep-
ing in touch with their
families calling them on
phones or keeping in
touch through social
media apps. “Many of us
are afraid that the re-cir-

culated air in the ship
through the air-condition-
ing system will spread the
disease. All we are asking
is that all those who have
no symptoms — whether
passengers or crew — be
taken off the ship, and
quarantined onshore,” an
Indian crew member said.

“There is no problem in

terms of food and other
facilities or care being
shown by the manage-
ment. But each day the
fear is growing. Everyone
is worried and scared,” the
crew member said.

In a blog post on the web-
site of Princess Cruises —
the company that runs the
ship — the company con-
firmed an additional six
cases of coronavirus, test-
ed by the Japanese min-
istry of health on
Diamond Princess. It said,
in addition to the 70 coron-
avirus patients, over the
past two days, 10 other
guests were disembarked
needing other medical

attention (not for coron-
avirus) and were trans-
ferred to local hospitals.
“Information on nationali-
ties of these new guests
will be forthcoming,” the
company said. 

In the same post, Princes
Cruises president Jan
Swartz was quoted as say-
ing: “Our guests and crew
on board the Diamond
Princess are the focus of
our entire global organiza-
tion right now and all of
our hearts are with each of
them. In this unprecedent-
ed situation, the Japanese
ministry of health author-
ities are working with us
collaboratively on addi-

tional enhancements,
approving new procedures
as we adapt our process to
the unique challenges of
this situation.” 

On Saturday, Rai Caluori,
executive vice-president at
Princess Cruises. was
quoted on the blog saying:
“Although we are facing
many limitations and chal-
lenges, we are doing our
best to deliver the ship’s
most critical needs. We are
also working to provide as
much care and comfort as
we can to everyone
onboard. We hope these
gestures will lift the spir-
its of those onboard in this
difficult time.”

5 more crew on cruise ship catch virus
■ ■ AMONG TTHE Indian
crew are individuals from
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
Kerala and Bengal.
About 160 crew members
are on board the ship
that is carrying 2,600
passengers


