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NATION

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Wednesday: Thunderstorm accompanied with light­
ning likely at isloated places over Jammu. Heavy rain/snow likely
at  isolated places over Kashmir.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....28.2....10.5 Kozhikode....................—....35.5....23.8

Ahmedabad...........—....31.0....15.5 Kurnool .......................—....32.7....20.2

Aizawl...................—....17.9........ — Lucknow......................—....24.1......7.1

Allahabad..............—....26.7......8.0 Madurai .......................—....35.0....22.5

Bengaluru .............—....30.4....16.4 Mangaluru ...................—....36.4....21.9

Bhopal ..................—....27.7....11.5 Mumbai .......................—........ —....22.9

Bhubaneswar.........—....28.4....12.9 Mysuru ........................—....30.0....18.8

Chandigarh ...........—....22.0......7.3 New Delhi ...................—....23.0......5.9

Chennai ................—....31.6....22.6 Patna ..........................—....25.4......9.3

Coimbatore ...........—....31.9....21.9 Port Blair.....................—....31.6....25.7

Dehradun ..............—....23.6......6.0 Puducherry ............... 1.0....31.7....22.3

Gangtok................—....14.6......5.7 Pune............................—....29.8....17.6

Goa.......................—....35.2....21.4 Raipur .........................—....28.0....12.8

Guwahati ..............—....28.2....11.2 Ranchi .........................—....25.5......7.5

Hubballi ................—....31.0....19.0 Shillong.......................—....15.6......5.0

Hyderabad ............—....28.3....20.0 Shimla.........................—....15.9......4.1

Imphal ..................—....22.9......4.9 Srinagar.......................—......7.5.... -0.2

Jaipur ...................—....25.1....10.4 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....34.4....23.4

Kochi ....................—....33.6....25.2 Tiruchi.........................—....34.5....22.4

Kohima .................—....16.4......6.6 Vijayawada ............... 0.4....30.8....22.4

Kolkata .................—....27.0....13.5 Visakhapatnam .............—....28.8....22.8

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants  in  the  air  you  are  breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at
4.00 p.m., Ballabgarh,
Haryana recorded an overall
air quality index (AQI) score
of 396 indicating a
hazardous level of
pollution. In contrast,
Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh
recorded a healthy AQI
score of 43

Ahmedabad..... 57 .69 .36 ..174 .132 ....*

Bengaluru ....... ..— .42 .67 ....50 ...78 ....*

Chennai .......... ..7 .20 .17 ....71 .....— ....*

Delhi .............. 33 .83 .63 ..395 .357 ....*

Hyderabad ...... ..2 .64 .33 ....99 ...90 ....*

Kolkata........... 12 .80 .24 ..266 .243 ....*

Lucknow ......... ..7 .76 106 ..319 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... 14 .30 .40 ....98 .113 ....*

Pune............... 61 .18 .71 ....74 ...74 ....*

Visakhapatnam 10 .30 .46 ....95 ...95 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2:  Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2:  Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5  &  PM10:  Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

Bhim  Army  chief  Chandra
Shekhar Aazad on Tuesday
moved  the  Supreme  Court
for a review of its February 7
judgment reiterating the set­
tled  law  that  an  individual
cannot claim reservation in
promotion as a fundamental
right.

The judgment by a Bench
led by Justice L. Nageswara
Rao  is based on a series of
Constitution  Bench  ver­
dicts, from the Indira Sawh­
ney case in 1992 to M. Naga­
raj judgment in mid­2000s.

However,  Mr.  Aazad  has
argued  in  his  review  peti­
tion  that  the Februay  judg­
ment would “act as a tool in
the hands of the oppressors
to  further  oppress  and  ex­
ploit  the  SC,  ST,  OBC  and
the  economically  weaker
sections,  causing  further

marginalisation  within  so­
ciety, thereby defeating the
endeavour to bring equality
between the citizens of this
country  by  the  framers  of
our Constitution particular­
ly  those  of  Babasaheb  Dr.
Bhim Rao Ambedkar.” 

‘Not a mandamus’
The Supreme Court had ob­
served  that  State  govern­
ments  were  not  bound  to
make reservations. Even the
courts cannot  issue a man­
damus  directing  the  States
to provide reservations.

“There is no fundamental
right which inheres in an in­
dividual  to  claim  reserva­
tion in promotions. No man­
damus can be issued by the
court directing the State go­
vernment to provide reser­
vations,” the Court had ob­
served  in  its  February  7
verdict.

SC’s order on quota in
promotions challenged
Bhim Army chief seeks review

Legal Correspondent

New DelhiThe number of people who
died  while  cleaning  sewers
and septic tanks in the coun­
try increased by almost 62%
from  68  in  2018  to  110  in
2019, according to a reply gi­
ven by the Social Justice and
Empowerment  (SJE)  Minis­
try  to  the  Lok  Sabha  on
Tuesday.

National survey
SJE Minister of State Ramdas
Athawale  replied  to  the
question asked by Bharatiya
Janata Party MPs Anil Firoji­
ya, Mohanbhai Kalyanjibhai
Kundariya  and  Lallu  Singh
about  the  incidents  of  ma­
nual  scavenging,  which  is
banned  under  the  Prohibi­
tion of Employment as Ma­
nual  Scavengers  and  their
Rehabilitation Act, 2013.

The  reply  said  a  total  of
14,559  manual  scavengers

had been identifi��ed by Mun­
icipalities  and  Gram  Pan­
chayats  in  13  States  from
2013­2014  till  January  31,
2020. Apart from that, a na­
tional survey was conducted
in  194  districts  in  18  States
where  48,345  manual  sca­
vengers  were  identifi��ed  till
January  31,  taking  the  total
to 62,904.

While saying “there have
been  no  reports  regarding

death of persons due to ma­
nual scavenging”, the Minis­
ter’s reply stated that the Na­
tional Commission for Safai
Karamcharis  had  received
reports  about  the  death  of
people cleaning sewers and
septic tanks.

These cases were report­
ed from 18 States and Union
Territories,  while  13  States
and  UTs  submitted  “nil
reports”.

Damini Nath

NEW DELHI

Cleaning of drains & septic
tanks claims 110 lives in 2019 

The  Maharashtra  go­
vernment  sparked  off��  a
controversy  by  includ­
ing  real  estate  develop­
ers Shahid Balwa and Vi­
nod Goenka — who were
accused  and  later  ac­
quitted  in  the  2G  spec­
trum  scam  —  in  a  com­
mittee  to  review  issues
of the real estate sector.

The  committee  was
set up following a meet­
ing of industry represen­
tatives with Chief Minis­
ter  Uddhav  Thackeray.
The MVA government la­
ter  denied  having  in­
cluded  the  two  on  the
panel.

Maharashtra
realty panel
sparks a row 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

An  Army  veteran  was  shot
dead  by  his  daughter  after
he opened fi��re at her and his
wife,  seriously  injuring
them  at  their  home  here,
police said on Tuesday.

Chetram,  45,  was  shot

dead by his daughter when
he tried to fi��re at his son af­
ter  an  argument  with  his
wife late on Monday. 

“While  Chetram,  a  re­
tired  soldier,  died  on  the
spot, his wife and daughter
are battling for their lives at
a hospital,” police said.

Army veteran who opened fi��re
on family shot dead by daughter

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mathura (U.P.)

Driver of bus involved in
mishap at Ganjam held
BERHAMPUR

The driver of the bus that

touched an 11 kv live wire in

Odisha’s Ganjam district on

February 9, causing the death

of 10 persons, was arrested

by the police on Tuesday. The

arrested driver had jumped

out of the bus to escape

when he found that the top

of its goods carriage had

come into contact with a high

voltage power cable. 

HC seeks govt. stand on
plea to ban acid sale
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on

Tuesday sought the State

government’s stand on a plea

by an acid attack survivor,

who has alleged that the

chemical was easily available

despite the Supreme Court’s

directions to regulate its sale.

She also alleged that the

statutory rules which

regulate the sale of acid were

not being implemented by

the authorities. PTI

Father of rape victim
shot dead in U.P.
FIROZABAD

The father of a rape victim

was shot dead in Firozabad

district of Uttar Pradesh and

the family suspected the

accused in the rape case to be

behind the killing, police said.

His daughter was raped six

months ago and a man

identified as Achaman

Upadhaya was made the

accused in the case, SSP

Sachin Patel said. PTI

Chief  Minister  Edappadi  K.
Palaniswami’s  announce­
ment on Sunday last that the
Cauvery delta region would
be declared  ‘Protected Spe­
cial  Agricultural  Zone’
(PSAZ)  may  not  aff��ect  va­
rious ongoing projects in the
districts, including hydrocar­
bon exploration. Mr Palanis­
wami had said no “new pro­
jects  such  as  the
hydrocarbon project” would
be allowed in delta districts. 

The  primary  intention  of
the government  is  to prohi­
bit  any  “fresh”  attempts  at
exploration of gas and min­
erals in the Cauvery delta re­

gion, senior bureaucrats  in­
dicated.  “This  is  wet­land
ecology  and  such  explora­
tions  would  aff��ect  agricul­

ture  severely.  Moreover,
such explorations would also
lead to seawater intrusion.” 

Since the ongoing projects

in the Cauvery delta have al­
ready  obtained  necessary
permission from the authori­
ties concerned, they may not
be aff��ected by the announce­
ment,”  informed  sources
said. 

The  proposed  ₹��50,000
crore  investment  in  Cudda­
lore  by  Haldia  Petrochemi­
cals would be allowed since
“the  unit  is  outside”  the
Cauvery  delta  core  region.
Besides,  it  is only replacing
another private player. 

CM yet to clarify
The Chief Minister has so far
not clarifi��ed about the fate of
the  ongoing  projects  in  the
region.  The  proposed  PSAZ

would cover the entire Naga­
pattinam,  Tiruvarur  and
Thanjavur districts. 

The  remaining  fi��ve  dis­
tricts would be covered only
partially. 

The  declaration  was  to
primarily  to  stop  “local  ex­
ploitation  of  underground
minerals and gas.” That way,
refi��neries  could  be  allowed
since  they  would  only  use
imported  oil,  offi��cials
explained.

Though  the  contours  of
the policy are yet to be out­
lined, sources hinted that in­
frastructure projects such as
laying of roads and railways
and construction of bridges
would not be aff��ected. 

Agri zone may not aff��ect ongoing T.N. projects 

Offi��cials say government only intends to bar fresh attempts at exploration of gas, minerals 

Dennis S. Jesudasan

CHENNAI

A fi��le picture of an exploratory well near Neduvasal.

Bedi holds consultations
with fi��scal policy experts
PUDUCHERRY

Lt. Governor Kiran Bedi held

consultations with fiscal

policy experts deputed by

the Ministry of Home Affairs

to take stock of the stressed

financial situation in the

Union Territory. Concerns

over loss­making PSUs were

raised.
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