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Industrial growth
shrinks by 0.3%

New Delhi: India’s industrial
production growth turned

negative in December, con-
tracting by 0.3 per cent,

mainly on account of a
decline in manufacturing

sector output, official data
showed on Wednesday.

Factory output had record-
ed a growth of 2.5 per cent

in December 2018. Indust-
rial production growth had

turned positive at 1.8 per
cent in November last year
after contracting for three

consecutive months.

■ Full rreport oon PPage 114

Inflation jumps 
to 6-year high

New Delhi: Retail inflation
jumped to over five-and-a-

half-year high of 7.59 per
cent in January on persis-
tently high prices of veg-

etables, pulses and protein-
rich meat and fish, govern-

ment data showed on
Wednesday. The Consumer

Price Index (CPI)-based
inflation was 7.35 per cent

in December 2019. It had
stood at 1.97 per cent in

January 2019. 

■ Full rreport oon PPage 114

Fashion designer
Rodricks dies
Panaji: Internationally-

famed fashion designer
Wendell Rodricks passed

away at his home in Colvale
village in Goa on Wednes-
day at the age of 59. DSP

Gajanan Prabhud-esai said
information about the death
of Rodricks was received at

6.30 pm and a team was
sent to his residence. He

said Rodricks died after col-
lapsing at his residence and
the cause of death is yet to

be ascertained.

■ Full rreport oon PPage 88

10 held in Gargi
molestation case

New Delhi: Ten people
were arrested on

Wednesday in connec-
tion with the alleged

molestation of students
during a cultural festival

at the all-women Gargi
College here last week,

police said. Over 11
police teams were look-

ing at the technical
details available and also

visiting various sites in
NCR to identify the sus-

pects and investigate the
case, they said. 

■ Full rreport oon PPage 88
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Seeking to raise anticipa-
tion and excitement over
his forthcoming visit to
India later this month, US
President Donald Trump
has indicated that his
country could sign a trade
deal with India if it is the
“right” one, adding there
could be “five to seven mil-
lion” (50-70 lakh) people in
Ahmeda-bad welcoming
him from the airport to the
newly-built massive
Motera Cricket Stadium.

Speculation is rife that
Mr Trump and Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
will jointly address a pub-
lic rally in Ahmedabad.

Meanwhile, in remarks
that are significant given
the recent controversy
over the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act in India
and concerns on that
raised by the US earlier,
Mr Modi tweeted that both

nations had a commitment
to “democracy and plural-
ism”, adding that Mr
Trump and his wife
Melania would be given a
“memorable welcome” by
the people of India.

Both India and the US
had announced on Tuesd-
ay that Mr Trump would
make a two-day visit later
this month to India on Feb-
ruary 24 and 25. He will
visit New Delhi and Ahm-
edabad during their visit.

According to US reports,
Mr Trump had said: “They
(Indians) want to do some-
thing and we’ll see... if we
can make the right deal,
(we) will do it.”

In a lighter vein, perhaps
in reference to the “Howdy
Modi” rally in Houston,
Texas last year that was
held to welcome Mr Modi
in the US, Mr Trump had
reportedly said: “When we
have 50,000 people, I’m not
going to feel so good; we’ll
have five to seven million
people just from the air-
port to the new stadium
(in Ahmedabad). And you
know it is the largest stadi-
um in the world. (They
are) building it now. It’s
almost complete and it’s
the largest in the world.”

■ Page 99: IIndia, UUS eengage iin
parleys oon ttrade ddeal

Modi to pull all stops for Trump
Trump says up to 70 lakh people will welcome him in Ahmedabad
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A notification issued by
the Telangana State gov-
ernment on Wednesday
for collecting routine
information through
house-listing and housing
census in connection with
the Census 2021 has
sparked massive appre-
hensions amongst citizens
in the backdrop of the
tense atmosphere prevail-
ing in the country, with
continued protests over
the National Population
Register (NPR), National
Register of Citizens (NRC)
and the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA).

Though there was there
was no mention about
NPR in the notification,
several citizens in the city
opined that the Telangana
government led by Chief
Minister K. Chandrash-
ekar Rao was adopting a
backdoor method to imple-
ment the NPR, which
would a step away to
implement the NRC.

According to the notifi-
cation, operations of the
house listing as per the
Census of India, 2021, shall
take place from April 1
and continue till Septem-
ber 30 this year, across
India.

During the Census, enu-
merators would have to
collect details from citi-
zens on 31 items, which
includes number of the
building (municipal, local
authority or census num-
ber), census house num-
ber, predominant material
(of floors, wall, roof) and
its condition.

The enumerators will
seek details of the condi-
tion of the census house,

total number of persons
normally residing in the
household, name and sex
of head of household,
whether (head) belong of
household belongs to
Scheduled Caste/Schedu-
led Tribe or Other.

The enumerators will
also ascertain whether the
household had access to
internet, telephone,
mobile phone, smartphone
besides the mobile num-
ber (for census related
communications), besides
questions like main cereal
consumed in the house.

Many people said it was a
routine affair, but they
also felt that taking up the
exercise in the current sit-
uation would obviously
cause concerns and appre-
hensions amongst people.

They felt that people
were worried about the
NRC, after learning of the
difficulties people had con-
fronted during the NRC in
Assam.

■ Page 33: EEnumerators mmay
face ppeople’s rresistance

TS begins Census,
sparks NRC fears
Move is suspected to be NRC’s backdoor entry

A delegation of 25 European Union Parliamentarians enjoys a Shikara ride at Dal Lake on Wednesday during their visit
to Srinagar to assess the ground situation in the Kashmir valley.  — H.U. Naqash 

Sailing on deceptively calm waters
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The ongoing global coron-
avirus crisis appears to
have hit the palate of peo-
ple in the city, with street
vendors selling Chinese
food reporting a steep
drop in demand and sale.
Wholesale suppliers also
say that sales of ingredi-
ents used in preparation
of Chinese food have seen
a dip since the outbreak of
the disease.

Rashid, who owns an
Indian food stall near the
LB Stadium, said that his
sales are down to half
because of fears that since
coronavirus emerged in
China, all Chinese food
could be dangerous now.

“Customers are even
scared to eat egg or chick-
en. I now mostly cater to
auto drivers and daily
wage workers,” Rashid
said.

Most of the Chinese food
sold in the city, consid-
ered ‘Desi Chinese’ had
become more common
over the years with many
nooks and street corners
dotted with Chinese food
vendors or stalls.

Tadka in King Koti used
to sell close to hundred
plates of noodles, besides
anoter score of plates of
fried rice and Manchuria
snack. But because of the
‘coronavirus effect’, sales
have plummeted and the
eatery was forced to let go
one of its two chefs.

“Demand has fallen and
work has come down. One
chef is enough, given our
current sales,” said Asif
Khan, who manages the

eatery. “Our chefs are
mostly from Odisha. The
street carts of Chinese
food generate a lot of
employment, with at least
four to five families make
a living from each cart,”
he said.

Ashok from Swastika
Agencies, a wholesale
noodle supplier in Begum
Bazar, said, “We used to
supply 200 to 300 kgs per
day. Now it has fallen to
150 to 200 kgs per day.”

It is not just that the sta-
ple noodles has seen a dip
in sales. Various sauces
and mixes too have seen a
fall in demand. 

Swamy from BNK
Agencies, said, “our aver-
age sales varied between
20 and 40 cartons per day,
we barely sell 15 to 25
now. The market is very
dull. We can make a profit
only if our sales have
enough volumes.”

Even big, reputed resta-
urants, known for their
Chinese cuisine have
taken a hit, because of the
cornonavirus scare.

Virus scare hits
Chinese food biz
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Within 24 hours after
allegedly raping a woman
at Zaheerabad, two sus-
pects involved in the
offence met with a road
accident on Wednesday
when they were trying to
escape from the police.

The accident took place
at Sirur village in Raikode
mandal, resulting in the
death of one of the sus-
pects and leading to
injuries to another. The
injured person was being
given treatment at a gov-
ernment hospital and
being questioned. 

Meanwhile, the police
also apprehended another
person involved in the
offence and are investigat-
ing the past criminal his-
tories of the suspects.

On February 11, two per-
sons forced a 32-year-old

woman, who was heading
to Hyderabad from Bidar
in a bus, to get down on
the pretext of checking her
baggage. She was trans-
porting banned gutkha
packets in her baggage to
sell them in the city.

One of the accused wait-
ed along with the luggage,
while another one took the
woman behind a building

and raped her. The duo
fled from the place, along
with the woman’s bag-
gage. She then lodged a
complaint with the
Zaheerabad police.

Sources said that the
police, who took up the
probe, analysed the CCTV
footage at several places,
including the Zaheerabad
bus station and learnt that
the suspects had fled in a
car and were heading
towards Bidar.

The suspects, who forced
the woman to get down
from the bus, were identi-
fied as Pavan and Brahma
Chary, while the latter’s
brother, Soma Chary,
assisted them. The trio,
hailing from Kazipet and
Warangal towns, were
said to be involved in sev-
eral offences in the past,
the sources said.

■ Page 44: CCar rrammed iinto
median aat hhigh sspeed

Just a day after crime, rape
suspect dies in road mishap

VIZAG TRIBALS 
SEEK SEPARATE
STATEHOOD
K.M.P. PPATNAIK
PADERU
(VISAKHAPATNAM
AGENCY), FEB. 12

Adivasis of the Visakha
agency have set their
mind on demanding a
separate state if their
constitutional rights
were not restored in total
within a fortnight. A con-
gregation of close to one
lakh tribals from 11 man-
dals of  Viskhapatnam
district, north Andhra
and Godavari districts
assembled at the Paderu
junior college grounds
on Wednesday to air
their demands.

The Adivasis, since mid
of December last year,
have been agitating
against exploitation by
non-adivasis, who own
and run nearly all of the
businesses in agency
areas since the last four
decades. They revived
their agitation after one
of the traders filed a peti-
tion in the High Court to
withdraw all rights,
including 1/70, which
prohibits land transfer to
non-tribals.

The meeting, ‘Adivasis
Atma Gaurva Sabha’
(tribal self-respect meet),
was organised by the
Joint Action Committee
of all Adivasi unions and
mass organisations to
create awareness amon-
gst Adivasis to mobilise
for a showdown.

Rama Rao Dora, con-
vener, JAC, said that an
action plan was being
finalised on Thursday
and an ultimatum would
be served to the state
government to fulfil the
15-point charter of dema-
nds within a fortnight.

■ Page 55: NNon-llocals aare
encouraged iin AAgency

2 INDIAN CREW
ON STRANDED
SHIP TEST +VE
Tokyo, Feb. 12: Two
Indian crew on board a
cruise ship off the Japan-
ese coast have tested pos-
itive for the coronavirus,
the Indian Embassy in
Japan said on Wednes-
day as authorities con-
firmed that 174 people
have been infected with
the deadly disease.

The ship Diamond
Princess with 3,711 peo-
ple on board arrived at
the Japanese coast early
last week and was quar-
antined after a passenger
who de-boarded last
month in Hong Kong was
found to be the carrier of
the virus on the ship.

A total of 138 Indians,
including 132 crew and 6
passengers, were on
board the ship. “Due to
the suspicion of novel
coronavirus (nCoV) infe-
ction, the ship has been
quarantined by the Japa-
nese officials till Febru-
ary 19, 2020,” the emba-
ssy said in a statement.

“As of February 12,
2020, altogether 174 peo-
ple have been tested posi-
tive for nCoV, including
two Indian crew mem-
bers,” it said.

All the infected people
have been taken to hospi-
tals for adequate treat-
ment in accordance with
the Japanese health pro-
tocol, it said.

The Indian Embassy
was in touch with the
Japanese officials to
ensure the welfare of
Indians on board the
ship as well as the possi-
bility of their early dis-
embarkation, if they are
not found to have tested
positive for the virus, it
said. — PTI
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V. Nandini Soni, a Masters
of Computer Applications
(MCA) student at the Scho-
ol of Computer and Inform-
ation Sciences, University
of Hyderabad (UoH), has
secured a job at Adobe
Systems with a salary of
`43 lakh per annum. UoH
officials say this is the
highest package any stu-
dent has secured so far.

What makes Nandini’s
achievement even more

special is that she has a
domestic job. Normally, it
is international placement
packages that make the
news due to skewed con-
version rates. Before hers,
the highest domestic and
international placements
at UoH were `22 lakh and
`42 lakh (converted in
Indian rupees), respective-
ly. 

Speaking to Deccan
Chronicle, an ecstatic
Nandini said she hadn’t
even dreamt of such an
opportunity in her life. “I

would never have imag-
ined getting such a job,”
she said. ‘I didn’t even
have any dream compa-
nies. But this is an amaz-

ing feeling. My family is
over the moon.”

Nandini is from Boisar,
Maharashtra.

Interestingly, she is not a

BTech, MTech or MBA
graduate like those who
usually hog headlines dur-
ing placement season.
Instead, she pursued com-
puter applications at St
Xaviers in Ahmedabad and
a masters at University of
Hyderabad.

“I knew I wanted to pur-
sue my higher studies in
computer science but I
knew I didn’t want to be an
engineer,” she said. 

“I wouldn’t have been a
good engineer. There were
times when I was doubtful

of my decision since this
field is dominated by engi-
neers. But I am glad I made
the right choice.”

Nandini is one of four
UoH women shortlisted by
Adobe’s “Empowering
Women @SheCodes” pro-
gramme. She secured the
job by scoring highest
amongst her peers. She,
along with a team, won the
Smart India Hackathon
2019. 

■ Page 33: NNandini sstarted
projects ggroup aat UUoH

Adobe hires UoH student on `43 lakh pay
MCA student secures highest ever pay package in UoH for a domestic jobSUCCESS | METER

■ Satish Kumar,
who manages a
long-standing and
popular Chinese
restaurant in
Secunderabad,
said, “Our 
restaurant always
had people waiting
for a table. Now,
tables are easily
available. Even
takeouts have
taken a hit.”

■ The accident took
place at Sirur village
in Raikode mandal,
resulting in the
death of one of the
rape suspects and
leading to injuries to
another.
■ Police has also
apprehended anoth-
er accused and are
investigating their
criminal history.

■ PM Modi tweeted
that Mr Trump and
his wife Melania
would be given a
“memorable 
welcome” by the
people of India.

■ Many people said
it was a routine
affair, but they also
felt that taking up
the exercise in the
current situation
would obviously
cause concerns
amongst people.

I would never have
imagined getting such a

job. I didn’t even have any
dream companies. But this is
an amazing feeling. My family
is over the moon.

— V. NANDINI SONI
UoH student
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Industrial growth
shrinks by 0.3%

New Delhi: India’s industrial
production growth turned

negative in December, con-
tracting by 0.3 per cent,

mainly on account of a
decline in manufacturing

sector output, official data
showed on Wednesday.

Factory output had record-
ed a growth of 2.5 per cent

in December 2018. Indust-
rial production growth had

turned positive at 1.8 per
cent in November last year
after contracting for three

consecutive months.

■ Full rreport oon PPage 114

Inflation jumps 
to 6-year high

New Delhi: Retail inflation
jumped to over five-and-a-

half-year high of 7.59 per
cent in January on persis-
tently high prices of veg-

etables, pulses and protein-
rich meat and fish, govern-

ment data showed on
Wednesday. The Consumer

Price Index (CPI)-based
inflation was 7.35 per cent

in December 2019. It had
stood at 1.97 per cent in

January 2019. 

■ Full rreport oon PPage 114

Fashion designer
Rodricks dies
Panaji: Internationally-

famed fashion designer
Wendell Rodricks passed

away at his home in Colvale
village in Goa on Wednes-
day at the age of 59. DSP

Gajanan Prabhud-esai said
information about the death
of Rodricks was received at

6.30 pm and a team was
sent to his residence. He

said Rodricks died after col-
lapsing at his residence and
the cause of death is yet to

be ascertained.

■ Full rreport oon PPage 88

10 held in Gargi
molestation case

New Delhi: Ten people
were arrested on

Wednesday in connec-
tion with the alleged

molestation of students
during a cultural festival

at the all-women Gargi
College here last week,

police said. Over 11
police teams were look-

ing at the technical
details available and also

visiting various sites in
NCR to identify the sus-

pects and investigate the
case, they said. 

■ Full rreport oon PPage 88
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Seeking to raise anticipa-
tion and excitement over
his forthcoming visit to
India later this month, US
President Donald Trump
has indicated that his
country could sign a trade
deal with India if it is the
“right” one, adding there
could be “five to seven mil-
lion” (50-70 lakh) people in
Ahmeda-bad welcoming
him from the airport to the
newly-built massive
Motera Cricket Stadium.

Speculation is rife that
Mr Trump and Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
will jointly address a pub-
lic rally in Ahmedabad.

Meanwhile, in remarks
that are significant given
the recent controversy
over the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act in India
and concerns on that
raised by the US earlier,
Mr Modi tweeted that both

nations had a commitment
to “democracy and plural-
ism”, adding that Mr
Trump and his wife
Melania would be given a
“memorable welcome” by
the people of India.

Both India and the US
had announced on Tuesd-
ay that Mr Trump would
make a two-day visit later
this month to India on Feb-
ruary 24 and 25. He will
visit New Delhi and Ahm-
edabad during their visit.

According to US reports,
Mr Trump had said: “They
(Indians) want to do some-
thing and we’ll see... if we
can make the right deal,
(we) will do it.”

In a lighter vein, perhaps
in reference to the “Howdy
Modi” rally in Houston,
Texas last year that was
held to welcome Mr Modi
in the US, Mr Trump had
reportedly said: “When we
have 50,000 people, I’m not
going to feel so good; we’ll
have five to seven million
people just from the air-
port to the new stadium
(in Ahmedabad). And you
know it is the largest stadi-
um in the world. (They
are) building it now. It’s
almost complete and it’s
the largest in the world.”

■ Page 99: IIndia, UUS eengage iin
parleys oon ttrade ddeal

Modi to pull all stops for Trump
Trump says up to 70 lakh people will welcome him in Ahmedabad
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A notification issued by
the Telangana State gov-
ernment on Wednesday
for collecting routine
information through
house-listing and housing
census in connection with
the Census 2021 has
sparked massive appre-
hensions amongst citizens
in the backdrop of the
tense atmosphere prevail-
ing in the country, with
continued protests over
the National Population
Register (NPR), National
Register of Citizens (NRC)
and the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA).

Though there was there
was no mention about
NPR in the notification,
several citizens in the city
opined that the Telangana
government led by Chief
Minister K. Chandrash-
ekar Rao was adopting a
backdoor method to imple-
ment the NPR, which
would a step away to
implement the NRC.

According to the notifi-
cation, operations of the
house listing as per the
Census of India, 2021, shall
take place from April 1
and continue till Septem-
ber 30 this year, across
India.

During the Census, enu-
merators would have to
collect details from citi-
zens on 31 items, which
includes number of the
building (municipal, local
authority or census num-
ber), census house num-
ber, predominant material
(of floors, wall, roof) and
its condition.

The enumerators will
seek details of the condi-
tion of the census house,

total number of persons
normally residing in the
household, name and sex
of head of household,
whether (head) belong of
household belongs to
Scheduled Caste/Schedu-
led Tribe or Other.

The enumerators will
also ascertain whether the
household had access to
internet, telephone,
mobile phone, smartphone
besides the mobile num-
ber (for census related
communications), besides
questions like main cereal
consumed in the house.

Many people said it was a
routine affair, but they
also felt that taking up the
exercise in the current sit-
uation would obviously
cause concerns and appre-
hensions amongst people.

They felt that people
were worried about the
NRC, after learning of the
difficulties people had con-
fronted during the NRC in
Assam.

■ Page 33: EEnumerators mmay
face ppeople’s rresistance

TS begins Census,
sparks NRC fears
Move is suspected to be NRC’s backdoor entry

A delegation of 25 European Union Parliamentarians enjoys a Shikara ride at Dal Lake on Wednesday during their visit
to Srinagar to assess the ground situation in the Kashmir valley.  — H.U. Naqash 
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The ongoing global coron-
avirus crisis appears to
have hit the palate of peo-
ple in the city, with street
vendors selling Chinese
food reporting a steep
drop in demand and sale.
Wholesale suppliers also
say that sales of ingredi-
ents used in preparation
of Chinese food have seen
a dip since the outbreak of
the disease.

Rashid, who owns an
Indian food stall near the
LB Stadium, said that his
sales are down to half
because of fears that since
coronavirus emerged in
China, all Chinese food
could be dangerous now.

“Customers are even
scared to eat egg or chick-
en. I now mostly cater to
auto drivers and daily
wage workers,” Rashid
said.

Most of the Chinese food
sold in the city, consid-
ered ‘Desi Chinese’ had
become more common
over the years with many
nooks and street corners
dotted with Chinese food
vendors or stalls.

Tadka in King Koti used
to sell close to hundred
plates of noodles, besides
anoter score of plates of
fried rice and Manchuria
snack. But because of the
‘coronavirus effect’, sales
have plummeted and the
eatery was forced to let go
one of its two chefs.

“Demand has fallen and
work has come down. One
chef is enough, given our
current sales,” said Asif
Khan, who manages the

eatery. “Our chefs are
mostly from Odisha. The
street carts of Chinese
food generate a lot of
employment, with at least
four to five families make
a living from each cart,”
he said.

Ashok from Swastika
Agencies, a wholesale
noodle supplier in Begum
Bazar, said, “We used to
supply 200 to 300 kgs per
day. Now it has fallen to
150 to 200 kgs per day.”

It is not just that the sta-
ple noodles has seen a dip
in sales. Various sauces
and mixes too have seen a
fall in demand. 

Swamy from BNK
Agencies, said, “our aver-
age sales varied between
20 and 40 cartons per day,
we barely sell 15 to 25
now. The market is very
dull. We can make a profit
only if our sales have
enough volumes.”

Even big, reputed resta-
urants, known for their
Chinese cuisine have
taken a hit, because of the
cornonavirus scare.

Virus scare hits
Chinese food biz
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Within 24 hours after
allegedly raping a woman
at Zaheerabad, two sus-
pects involved in the
offence met with a road
accident on Wednesday
when they were trying to
escape from the police.

The accident took place
at Sirur village in Raikode
mandal, resulting in the
death of one of the sus-
pects and leading to
injuries to another. The
injured person was being
given treatment at a gov-
ernment hospital and
being questioned. 

Meanwhile, the police
also apprehended another
person involved in the
offence and are investigat-
ing the past criminal his-
tories of the suspects.

On February 11, two per-
sons forced a 32-year-old

woman, who was heading
to Hyderabad from Bidar
in a bus, to get down on
the pretext of checking her
baggage. She was trans-
porting banned gutkha
packets in her baggage to
sell them in the city.

One of the accused wait-
ed along with the luggage,
while another one took the
woman behind a building

and raped her. The duo
fled from the place, along
with the woman’s bag-
gage. She then lodged a
complaint with the
Zaheerabad police.

Sources said that the
police, who took up the
probe, analysed the CCTV
footage at several places,
including the Zaheerabad
bus station and learnt that
the suspects had fled in a
car and were heading
towards Bidar.

The suspects, who forced
the woman to get down
from the bus, were identi-
fied as Pavan and Brahma
Chary, while the latter’s
brother, Soma Chary,
assisted them. The trio,
hailing from Kazipet and
Warangal towns, were
said to be involved in sev-
eral offences in the past,
the sources said.

■ Page 44: CCar rrammed iinto
median aat hhigh sspeed

Just a day after crime, rape
suspect dies in road mishap

VIZAG TRIBALS 
SEEK SEPARATE
STATEHOOD
K.M.P. PPATNAIK
PADERU
(VISAKHAPATNAM
AGENCY), FEB. 12

Adivasis of the Visakha
agency have set their
mind on demanding a
separate state if their
constitutional rights
were not restored in total
within a fortnight. A con-
gregation of close to one
lakh tribals from 11 man-
dals of  Viskhapatnam
district, north Andhra
and Godavari districts
assembled at the Paderu
junior college grounds
on Wednesday to air
their demands.

The Adivasis, since mid
of December last year,
have been agitating
against exploitation by
non-adivasis, who own
and run nearly all of the
businesses in agency
areas since the last four
decades. They revived
their agitation after one
of the traders filed a peti-
tion in the High Court to
withdraw all rights,
including 1/70, which
prohibits land transfer to
non-tribals.

The meeting, ‘Adivasis
Atma Gaurva Sabha’
(tribal self-respect meet),
was organised by the
Joint Action Committee
of all Adivasi unions and
mass organisations to
create awareness amon-
gst Adivasis to mobilise
for a showdown.

Rama Rao Dora, con-
vener, JAC, said that an
action plan was being
finalised on Thursday
and an ultimatum would
be served to the state
government to fulfil the
15-point charter of dema-
nds within a fortnight.

■ Page 55: NNon-llocals aare
encouraged iin AAgency

2 INDIAN CREW
ON STRANDED
SHIP TEST +VE
Tokyo, Feb. 12: Two
Indian crew on board a
cruise ship off the Japan-
ese coast have tested pos-
itive for the coronavirus,
the Indian Embassy in
Japan said on Wednes-
day as authorities con-
firmed that 174 people
have been infected with
the deadly disease.

The ship Diamond
Princess with 3,711 peo-
ple on board arrived at
the Japanese coast early
last week and was quar-
antined after a passenger
who de-boarded last
month in Hong Kong was
found to be the carrier of
the virus on the ship.

A total of 138 Indians,
including 132 crew and 6
passengers, were on
board the ship. “Due to
the suspicion of novel
coronavirus (nCoV) infe-
ction, the ship has been
quarantined by the Japa-
nese officials till Febru-
ary 19, 2020,” the emba-
ssy said in a statement.

“As of February 12,
2020, altogether 174 peo-
ple have been tested posi-
tive for nCoV, including
two Indian crew mem-
bers,” it said.

All the infected people
have been taken to hospi-
tals for adequate treat-
ment in accordance with
the Japanese health pro-
tocol, it said.

The Indian Embassy
was in touch with the
Japanese officials to
ensure the welfare of
Indians on board the
ship as well as the possi-
bility of their early dis-
embarkation, if they are
not found to have tested
positive for the virus, it
said. — PTI

ADITYA CCHUNDURU || DDC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 12

V. Nandini Soni, a Masters
of Computer Applications
(MCA) student at the Scho-
ol of Computer and Inform-
ation Sciences, University
of Hyderabad (UoH), has
secured a job at Adobe
Systems with a salary of
`43 lakh per annum. UoH
officials say this is the
highest package any stu-
dent has secured so far.

What makes Nandini’s
achievement even more

special is that she has a
domestic job. Normally, it
is international placement
packages that make the
news due to skewed con-
version rates. Before hers,
the highest domestic and
international placements
at UoH were `22 lakh and
`42 lakh (converted in
Indian rupees), respective-
ly. 

Speaking to Deccan
Chronicle, an ecstatic
Nandini said she hadn’t
even dreamt of such an
opportunity in her life. “I

would never have imag-
ined getting such a job,”
she said. ‘I didn’t even
have any dream compa-
nies. But this is an amaz-

ing feeling. My family is
over the moon.”

Nandini is from Boisar,
Maharashtra.

Interestingly, she is not a

BTech, MTech or MBA
graduate like those who
usually hog headlines dur-
ing placement season.
Instead, she pursued com-
puter applications at St
Xaviers in Ahmedabad and
a masters at University of
Hyderabad.

“I knew I wanted to pur-
sue my higher studies in
computer science but I
knew I didn’t want to be an
engineer,” she said. 

“I wouldn’t have been a
good engineer. There were
times when I was doubtful

of my decision since this
field is dominated by engi-
neers. But I am glad I made
the right choice.”

Nandini is one of four
UoH women shortlisted by
Adobe’s “Empowering
Women @SheCodes” pro-
gramme. She secured the
job by scoring highest
amongst her peers. She,
along with a team, won the
Smart India Hackathon
2019. 

■ Page 33: NNandini sstarted
projects ggroup aat UUoH

Adobe hires UoH student on `43 lakh pay
MCA student secures highest ever pay package in UoH for a domestic jobSUCCESS | METER

■ Satish Kumar,
who manages a
long-standing and
popular Chinese
restaurant in
Secunderabad,
said, “Our 
restaurant always
had people waiting
for a table. Now,
tables are easily
available. Even
takeouts have
taken a hit.”

■ The accident took
place at Sirur village
in Raikode mandal,
resulting in the
death of one of the
rape suspects and
leading to injuries to
another.
■ Police has also
apprehended anoth-
er accused and are
investigating their
criminal history.

■ PM Modi tweeted
that Mr Trump and
his wife Melania
would be given a
“memorable 
welcome” by the
people of India.

■ Many people said
it was a routine
affair, but they also
felt that taking up
the exercise in the
current situation
would obviously
cause concerns
amongst people.

I would never have
imagined getting such a

job. I didn’t even have any
dream companies. But this is
an amazing feeling. My family
is over the moon.

— V. NANDINI SONI
UoH student
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10 am to 1.30 pm: Mettuguda
Park, Railway Club, BSNL

Exchange. Ashoka Library,
Bondalagadda, Krupa

Apartments, Sky Lab. Kes-
avanagar, Colony, Railway

Bridge, Hanuman Temple, A1
Tent House, Garden PT

(GHMC office area)
1 pm to 3 pm: Polytechnic,

Govt Domestic Science
College, Hema Sai Residen-

cy, Shri Sai residency, Munici-
pal Park, Sai Mithra Nilayam.  
2 pm to 5 pm: B.Ed College,

Manikeshwarnagar, Kumar
PT, Yadaiahnagar, Masjid PT,
Ramani PT, Dhobi PT, Model

School PT. RTC Hospital,
National Institute of Nutri-

tion, Tarnaka Telephone
Exchange, Opp Sanman DTR,

Inside HUDA, HMDA, 
Hotel Noma.

Incomplete work

Works go on at the Sultan Bazaar Metro station which falls in the JBS-MGBS corridor which was inaugurated by Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao last week. — S. SURENDER REDDY

MADDY DDEEKSHITH || DDC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 12

Property tax payers under
the Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) appear to be pay-
ing twice for the same
service. The GHMC col-
lects about `1,400 crore
per year as property tax to
fund services including
the door-to-door collection
of garbage. It has also
been charging an addition-
al `1,000 crore from prop-
erty tax payers for provid-
ing the same door-to-door
garbage collection service. 

Tax payers are not
required to pay an addi-
tional amount for garbage

collection as its charge is
already included in prop-
erty tax. GHMC Act says
collecting door-to-door
user charge for any serv-
ice is a violation of
Section 199 (1) of the Act.  

Supporting this, Section
489 of the GHMC Act (con-
servancy tax) also clearly
states that the Commi-
ssioner should not con-
template or levy any
amount towards adminis-
trative charges for lifting,
transporting and dumping
garbage.

Incidentally, the
Corporation has been
enhancing annual proper-
ty tax collections by 20 per
cent. This year, it has set a

target of collecting `1,800
crore though this tax. 

Despite the increase,
GHMC is also set to collect
its `1,000-odd crore from
14.5 lakh residential prop-
erties who on an average
spend `50 each as the basic
amount for the Swachh
auto drivers that collect
garbage from household.

According to GHMC
sources, the civic body has
distributed 2,500 auto-tip-
pers to beneficiaries
under the owner-cum-
driver scheme. The
Corporation procured
each auto-tipper at an esti-
mated cost of `4.5 lakh
and is paying `7,000 every
month in installments on

behalf of beneficiaries.
The Swachh auto trolleys,
on an average, lift addi-
tional garbage of about
1,500 metric tonnes daily. 

Sources said the
Corporation has fixed the
responsibility on each
Swachh tipper to collect
garbage from at least 800
households and a base fee
of `50 every month. The
Corporation said that it
was just a basic amount
but auto drivers can col-
lect up to `500 per house-
hold based on the locality.

The GHMC has been also
paying `1,341 per metric
ton to Ramky Enviro
Engineers to transport
garbage from the city to

the dumpyard, as the civic
body is running short of
vehicles. 

The Corporation has
paying `224 crore annual-
ly for its delay in purchas-
ing vehicles.

However, Corporation
officials argued that
Section 484 of the GHMC
Act allows the Corporation
to collect fees for door-to-
door garbage collection.
Section 484 of the Act says
that the GHMC is responsi-
ble for removal of all excre-
ment and polluted matter
from public privies, uri-
nals and cess pools, but not
from households. Senior
GHMC officials were
unavailable for comment.

Greater Hyderabad residents
are paying twice for garbage 
GHMC mopped up `1K-cr for providing door-to-door garbage collection

New Delhi, Feb. 12: The
Delhi High Court on
Wednesday warned
Twitter that it can face
costs of `10 lakh if it does
not file its response to pub-
lic interest litigation (PIL),
which sought action
against several media
houses and social media
platforms for revealing the
identity of the Hyderabad
rape victim.

“File an affidavit stating
that you (Twitter) will not
repeat it. What are you
waiting for? If you are not
filing the affidavit, we
will impose costs,” a
bench comprising Chief
Justice D.N. Patel and
Justice C. Hari Shankar
said to the social media
platform.

The bench said that the
High Court had earlier, in
a similar matter, imposed
costs of `10 lakh on
media houses for reveal-
ing the identity of a
minor rape victim, and
warned, “we do not want
to repeat that order”.

The court gave Twitter
four weeks time to file its
affidavit and listed the
matter for further hear-
ing on May 4.

The court was hearing a
PIL by lawyer Yashdeep
Chahal seeking action
against certain media
houses and social media
platforms, including
Twitter, where some indi-
viduals had revealed the
identity of the Hyderabad
rape victim.

According to Section
228A of the Indian Penal
Code, any disclosure of
the identity of victims of

certain offences, includ-
ing rape, is punishable
with imprisonment of a
term that may extend to
two years, besides a fine.

The petitioner has claim-
ed that certain individu-
als, media houses and
social media platforms
had blatantly violated the
law by publishing elabo-
rate reports revealing the
identity of the victim and
the four accused in the
Hyderabad rape case.

A 26-year-old doctor was
allegedly gang-raped and
killed in Shamshabad,
Telangana, by four men on
the night of November 27.

According to the
Cyberabad Police, the
four accused punctured
the rear wheel of her
scooter, offered to help
her, dragged her to a
secluded spot close to a
toll plaza and raped her.
The victim died due to
suffocation. The accused
later burnt her body. The
four accused were arrest-
ed and sent to judicial
custody but were later
killed in an encounter
with the police a few days
after their arrest.

The petitioner said that
news reports elaborately
disclosed the identity of
the victim, including her
name, picture, occupa-
tion, residence and call
details. 

The plea sought direc-
tion to authorities to pre-
vent exposure of identity
on online platforms,
either directly or indirect-
ly and blur pictures which
are being published.

— PTI

HC tells Twitter to
apologise or pay
`10L in Disha PIL

BALU PPULIPAKA || DC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 12

To create a “unique eco-
tourism attraction”, a
glass bottomed cantilever-
ed viewing platform is
being constructed by the
State Tourism Department
deep inside the core area
of the Amrabad Tiger
Reserve. This attempt at
ecotourism is said to run
foul of the Supreme Court
guidelines on tourist
infrastructure inside tiger
reserves.

The Tourism Depart-
ment began construction
of the cantilevered plat-
form a few days ago.
According to sources, it
will cost the government
between `1 crore and `1.5
crore. The U-shaped struc-
ture will extend eight
metres over an escarpment
at Farhabad View Point in
the reserve. The glass bot-
tomed walkway will be
eight feet wide. The Civil
Engineering Department
of Osmania University
designed the platform. The
project is being executed
by the Tourism Depart-
ment which engaged a pri-
vate contractor for the con-
struction.

The Supreme Court has
made it clear that “no new

infrastructure shall be set
up within the core or criti-
cal tiger habitat of tiger
reserves in violation of
the provisions of the Wild

Life (Protection) Act, 1972,
and the directives of the
Honourable Supreme
Court.”

The National Green

Tribunal too had in a judg-
ment in 2015 declared that
even temporary camps
and ‘eco-tourism’ are non-
forest activity.  Asked if

the State Forest Depart-
ment had sought the per-
mission of the National
Tiger Conservation Autho-
rity before permitting con-

struction of the new struc-
ture, a department official
said that since it was for
promoting ‘ecotourism’, no
permissions were required! 

Amrabad Tiger Reserve
is the largest forest area
dedicated to tiger conser-
vation in the state. It cov-
ers more than 1,700 sq km
and has several villages
and water bodies as enclo-
sures.

It is currently home to
about 20 tigers, more than
100 leopards and a wide
variety of wildlife includ-
ing Sloth Bear, different
species of deer and the
Indian Wild Dog.

The Farhabad Viewpoint
provides vast vistas of for-
est below the escarpment
and is the terminal point
for a nearly 18 km round
trip ride for tourists in the
reserve. The Tourism
Department had also
sought permission for con-
struction of rest rooms for
visitors at the Farhabad
View Point but was not
allowed to build these at the
location, it is learnt. A
tourism department offi-
cial said that it was only
building the structure, and
ferrying tourists to and
from the location will be
handled by the Forest
Department.

Glass-bottom platform runs afoul of SCguidelines
Tourism dept had been constructing the platform in Amrabad Tiger ReserveNEW | TROUBLE

Hyderabad: Ahead of
Valentine’s Day, C.S.

Rangarajan, Archaka of
Chilkur Balaji Devasthanam,

has asked the society to
steer away from objectifica-

tion of love by market
forces exploiting the day to
fund their own businesses.

He announced that on Friday
(Valentine’s Day), a short film

on “real message of love”
between Lord Venkateswara

and Padmavathi would be
filmed at Chilkur. This divine

love story is intended to con-
vey two messages for the

youth, the archaka said on
Wednesday. The first one

was that Lord Srinivasa per-
formed a long penance for
his love, signifying that his

love was not objectified. The
second was that the bride-

groom spent a fortune for his
own wedding, which is a
message against dowry.

Chilkur priest’s
plea on V-Day

Hyderabad: A 38-year-old
man was sentenced to seven

years of rigorous imprison-
ment for outraging the mod-

esty of a five-year-old girl.
The First Additional

Metropolitan Sessions Judge
Suneetha Kunchala pro-

nounced the judgement on
Wednesday. The accused,

Harichand Singh, 38, lived in
the same room. On July 10,

2017, Singh took the girl,
who was playing outside the

house, to his room and 
sexually assualted her 

Man gets 7 year
jail under POCSO

Nurses complain
of poor treatment
SANJAY SSAMUEL 
PAUL || DC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 12

Barely two month into
2020, declared by the
WHO as the Year of The
Nurse and The Midwife,
the nursing community
in Telangana does not
appear to be happy about
how it is generally treat-
ed by not just doctors, but
also at times by atten-
dants and families of
patients they take care of.

The general secretary of
the Nursing Officers
Association Telangana,
Laxman Rudavath, says
that it is common to see
nurses “being treated
badly. We have nurses
who have completed four
years of medical educa-
tion. Some have also
earned their Doctorate
degrees in Nursing but
are still not given the
respect they deserve.
Workplace harassment is
quite common in almost
every hospital.”

A nurse in the Govern-
ment Hospital in Jana-
gaon district, Peru-

mandla Kavitha says:
“Doctors do not treat us
with respect; they always
look down upon us. We
are treated like slaves.” 

Nurses are critical sup-
portive professionals, she
says, and “we deserve
respect. If we are treated
with respect, and the
world sees us being treat-
ed well, there will be even
more demand among
youth to become nurses.” 

Gomathi Gajenderan,
who works at a hospital
in Banjara Hills, says:
“We are not getting the
recognition we deserve.
Most hospitals are under-
staffed. The patient-nurse
ratio as laid down by the
Indian Nursing Council
is not followed anywhere
in India. Under such con-
ditions, nurses find them-
selves under a lot of
stress. Many times we
work extra hours without
breaks and are not 
adequately compensated
for this. Sometimes, we
don’t even get time to
drink water. Still we are
seen as seen as lesser pro-
fessionals.”

Report sought on treasure hunt 
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB. 12

Top forest department
officials have sought a
report from Amrabad
Tiger Reserve on Monday
night’s treasure hunt
inside the Shiva temple at
a Chenchu tribal hamlet
located within the forest. 

It may be recalled that
the department’s staff
detained three persons on
Tuesday when they were
trying to leave the reserve
forest after digging up and
then plastering the temple

floor under the deity’s idol
at Bourapuram Chenchu
Tanda.

It is learnt that the treas-
ure-hunt gang had five
members. However, two of
them managed to make
good their escape.
According to Chenchu
tribals, a small stone pil-
lar that they prayed to

inside the temple has been
missing since Monday
night. 

It is believed the gang
took it away and hid it
somewhere in the forest,
before driving along the
highway in their vehicle
towards Hyderabad. The
vehicle was stopped at the
forest check post near

Mannanur village follow-
ing a tip off from some
tribals about the treasure
hunt. One of the accused,
Tirumalesh Naidu,
claimed on Tuesday that a
Forest Range Officer
allowed his group into the
forest at night. Anyone,
other than Chenchu trib-
als who live in hamlets
inside the reserve, is pro-
hibited from entering the
forest after 6 pm. Traffic
between Mannanur village
on the highway leading to
Srisailam is prohibited
between 9 pm and 6 am

Tourism Department began construction of the cantilevered platform at Farhabad Viewpoint a few days ago. — DC

ATHER MMOIN || DDC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 12

The Alliance against the CAA
and the NRC, Hyderabad
Chapter, has decided to hold
‘Basti Sabhas’ to educate people
belonging to the BCs, SCs and
the STs on the impact of the
CAA, NPR and the NRC from
Thursday. It will also convene a
Dalit Convention on Feb. 23.

Community Leaders of
Muslim, Dalit, Bahujan,
Christian and Sikh communi-
ties on Wednesday discussed
the consequences if the CAA,
NPR and the NRC are imple-
mented. They observed that it
will not affect only Muslims as
propagated by the government
and some section of the media,
but will affect other communi-
ties too. It is not clear whether
the advantage of the CAA to
listed religious groups will be
available to those who submit-
ted their papers as Indians as
the benefits under the CAA
will be available to only those
who introduce themselves as
the citizen of Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan.

They observed that there is a
need to start a door-to-door

campaign and launch a cam-
paign on social media. The
community leaders felt that
there is a need to involve stu-
dents and women effectively in
their campaign. The partici-
pants also complained that
RSS volunteers are targeting
the groups who are protesting.

Convener of Alliance Sara
Mathew said, “We have to
mobilise people as the exercise
of the NPR will start from
April. She said there is a need
to educate the people of down-
trodden as they are most igno-
rant of the impact. Co-
Convener Dr Islamuddin
Mujahid said the Alliance is
coordinating with leaders of
various minority communities
to educate the people on the
issues. “We are focusing on
educating the people by hold-
ing group meetings,” he said.

Social activist Jasween
Jairath said, “We have to
negate this myth that only
Muslims will be affected with
the NPR and the NRC. It is a
matter of rights of the people,
but it was observed that the
common people of other com-
munities are not serious about
the impact.”

Panel to educate
Dalits on impact of
CAA, NRC & NPR 

POWER | SHUTDOWN

■■ THE GGANG had five members. 

■■ ACCORDING TTO Chenchu tribals, a small stone pil-
lar that they prayed to inside the temple has been
missing since Monday night. 

HC dismisses 3 petitions
filled by realty company
VUJJINI VVAMSHIDHARA || DC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 12

The High Court on Wednesday
dismissed three petitions filed
by three realty companies
which sought directions to the
revenue department of Ranga
Reddy district  to  convert 150
acres agricultural land in
Survey No. 613  at Nadergul vil-
lage  of Balapur Mandal, to
non-agricultural land. They
said the land was part of 373
acres which were  earlier allot-
ted for developing Hardware

Park to  the AP Industrial Infra-
structure Corporation. The
court also dismissed the plea of
that firms to delete their land
from the  prohibited property
list  under the Registration Act. 

Accepting  the state’s con-
tention that the land is to be
verified whether it has been
cleared of all land ceiling
issues, Justice P. Naveen Rao
dismissed the petitions filed by
Alpha holdings, United Land-
marks and Omega Develop-
ment Ventures challenging the
orders passed on September 26. 



From Page 1

Many of them also opined
that in the current political
environment, government
enumerators would face
resistance from general
public. Some of them felt
that before details were
given out, we must ask the
government as to why they
require so many details.

During times of growing
discontent with the govern-
ment, it is very important
for people to learn why the
government was collecting
all this information and
what it would do with it.

Sarasani Satyam Reddy,
senior counsel, Supreme
Court said that the govern-
ment has a right to collect
required information
under the Census Act, 1948,
and there were no objec-
tionable item mentioned in
the current notification. He
said that the current notifi-
cation had nothing to do
with the NPR or NRC. A
senior government official,
on condition of anonymity,
described it as a routing
exercise under the census.

Ruling TRS party leaders
refrained from commenting
on the notification publicly,
but in private conversa-
tions revealed that the exer-
cise had nothing to do with
the NPR and was part of an
exercise under Census 2021.

BJP state president Dr K.
Laxman said that there was
nothing wrong in collecting
information from people
and was being done in the
larger interest of the coun-
try. It would be useful for
taking decisions and mak-
ing policies to improve liv-
ing standards of people.

The MIM leaders said that
they will react on the notifi-
cation after discussing in
the party.

Congress Legislature
Party leader Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka asked why was
the government seeking so
many details. Reminding
people that this much data
was never collected in the
past from people during
past Censuses, he said that
it was nothing but an effort
to intimidate and threaten
people, and use it against
those who don’t want to
obey the ruling party. He
said that the BJP was col-
lecting data to intrude into
the personal liberty of peo-
ple and create a fear psy-
chosis so they could rule
the country for long.

Congress MP A. Revanth
Reddy said that the notifica-
tion was issued using a bac-
kdoor method by the BJP to
take up NPR in future, and
then initiate the NRC. “It is
an open secret that Prime
Minister Modi and Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekar
Rao have a tacit understan-
ding. Now it stands exposed
after the notification of the
TRS government, which
will pave way for imple-
mentation of NPR and NRC
in Telangana in future,” Mr
Reddy said.

I don't think
there is any

need for worry. This
is only the Census,
which is done every
10 years. Claims
about this Census's
relation to NPR are only rumours.

— GAUTAM,  Software professional

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB. 12

The 11th edition of
Hyderabad bird race will
begin at Haritha Tourism
Plaza, Begumpet, on
February 23. The annual
winter event is a time
when bird lovers huddle
into teams and be involved
in a dawn-to-dusk frenzy
to spot and record bird
species in and around the

twin cities. The bird race
culminates with a dinner
where the participants
recount their day’s bird-
ing experiences. They can
also interact with some
experts in the field. 

While there are strict
rules and guidelines for
this event, there is a fun
element to this exercise,
this is expected to popu-
larise bird watching as a
hobby. 
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GHMC, JMC tussle
over property tax

NANDINI BEGAN
PROJECTS

GROUP AT UOH 
From Page 1

At the university, she and her
friends have started a commu-
nity for software developers to
come together, discuss and
work on new projects.

She wished to become a “pro-
ficient software developer”.
“Faculties, friends and family
have supported me in each
activity and that has directly
and indirectly impacted on
what I have achieved now,” she
added.

Rajeev Wankar, chairman of
the Placement Guidance and
Advisory Bureau (PGAB) at
the university, said that more
than 200 students from all
departments had been placed
this year so far.

“The PGAB team is doing a
wonderful job and this is evi-
dent by the increase in the
number of placements,’’ the
PGAB chairman said.

Hyderabad: The tussle
between Greater Hyderabad

Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) and Jawaharnagar

Municipal Corporation (JMC)
over dumping yard’s proper-
ty tax lead to its closure for

a few hours. Both the corpo-
rations during the tussle

knocked on the doors of the
State government, which

asked JMC to allow vehicles
in the Jawaharnagar dump-

yard since it would create
mess in the GHMC limits.

11th edition of bird
race starts on Feb. 23

TMDA files petition to
HRC for mercy killing
DURGA PPRASAD
SUNKU || DDC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 12

The Telangana Musc-
ular Dystrophy Associ-
ation has filed a peti-
tion in the Human Rig-
hts Commission to al-
low all persons suffer-
ing from Muscular Dys-
trophy to kill them-
selves if they are not
provided employment
opportunities and
social welfare benefits
that would allow them
to live a decent life. 

Muscular Dystrophy
results in increasing
weakening and break-
down of skeletal mus-
cles over time. There
are differences among
patients regarding
which muscles are pri-

marily affected, the
degree of weakness,
how fast the condition
deteriorates, and when
the symptoms begin. 

There is no treatment
for the disease and it is
non-curable. In Telan-
gana, there are 3,469
muscular dystrophy
patients and most of
them are unable to
engage in daily activi-
ties such as walking. 

The Telangana Mus-
cular Dystrophy Assoc-
iation (TMDA) has 12
demands. These incl-
ude disability pension,
caregiver allowance,
allotment of housing,
power wheelchairs,
unemployment allowa-
nce, white ration cards
and Aarogyasri cards.

The petition before

the Human Rights Com-
mission says, patients
are severely disabled
and require a great deal
of support as laid out in
the RPWD Act 2016.
‘Either grant assistance
for all above facilities
within one month or
allow mercy killing to
muscular dystrophy
persons’ the petition
said.

The chairperson of
the Telangana State
Human Rights Commis-
sion, G. Chandraiah,
has called for a report
from the principal sec-
retary to the govern-
ment, the Women’s
Development, Child
Welfare and Disabled
Welfare departments to
be ready by March 19,
2020.

Petrol bunk situated within 50 feet of residential area on S.D. Road. — GANDHI

CPCB tightens rules for
petrol pumps in city
T.S.S. SSIDDHARTH || DDC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 12

If one were to go by the
new rules set by the
Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB),
there would be no new
petrol pumps in the city,
say petroleum dealers
and petrol bunk owners.

The new rules say
petrol pumps must be
placed in locations
which do not have a
school, hospital or resi-
dential complex within
a 50 metre radius.

As petroleum dealers
point out, the city has
close to 650 petrol
pumps, and schools, hos-
pitals and residential
complexes have come up
around them over time.

“It is very difficult to
start a petrol pump in

the city because of two
reasons. One, there is a
paucity of land and sec-
ondly the officials need
to look at the demo-
graphics of the state,”
Rajiv Amaram, joint
secretary, Consortium of
Indian Petroleum
Dealers (CIPD), told
Deccan Chronicle.

He added that in a state
like Kerala, there are
several petrol pumps on
one main road, whereas
in Telangana, the situa-
tion is that there are sev-
eral schools or apart-
ments on a single road.

“Under these circum-
stances it will be diffi-
cult to set up a single
petrol pump. We have
seen several private
players setting up petrol
pumps along the Uppal-
Habsiguda road, but

many have shut shop
because they found no
takers,” he said.

As per the new norms,
‘Retail outlets shall not
be located within a radi-
al distance of 50 meters
from schools, hospitals
(10 beds and above) and
residential areas desig-
nated as per local laws.
In case of constraints in
providing 50 meters dis-
tance, the retail outlet
shall implement addi-
tional safety measures
as prescribed by PESO
(Petroleum and Explo-
sives Safety Organisat-
ion).  In no case, the dis-
tance between new ret-
ail outlets from schools,
hospitals and residen-
tial areas shall be less
than 30 metres. No high
tension line shall pass
over the retail outlet.’

Enumerators may face resistance
1. Building number (Municipal
or local authority or census
number).
2. Census house number.
3. Predominant material of
floor, wall and roof of the cen-
sus house.
4. Ascertain use of census
house.
5. Condition of the census
house.
6. Household number.
7. Total number of persons
normally residing in the house-
hold.
8. Name of the head of the
household.
9. Sex of the head of the
household.
10. Whether the head of the
household belongs to
Scheduled
Caste/Scheduled Tribe/Other.
11. Ownership status of the
census house.
12. Number of dwelling rooms
exclusively in possession of
the household.
13. Number of married couple
(s) living in the household.
14. Main source of drinking
water.
15. Availability of drinking
water source.
16. Main source of lighting.
17. Access to latrine.
18. Type of latrine.
19. Waste water outlet.
20. Availability of bathing facil-
ity.
21. Availability of kitchen and
LPG/PNG connection.
22. Main fuel used for cooking.
23. Radio/Transistor.
24. Television.
25. Access to internet.
26. Laptop/Computer.
27. Telephone/Mobile
Phone/Smartphone.
28.
Bicycle/Scooter/Motorcycle/M
oped.
29. Car/Jeep/Van.
30. Main Cereal consumed in
the household.
31. Mobile Number (for census
related communications only).

Note: Items 1 to 5 relate to
building particulars, items 
6 and 7 relate to household 
particulars (for census house
used wholly or partly as a 
residence), items 8 to 10 
relate to head of the 
household, and items 9 to 31
relate only to normal house-
hold of which items
23,24,26,27,28 and 29 relate to
the assets of the 
household.

CENSUS FORM PEOPLE’S REACTIONS
A
routine

census data
collection is
suggested at
least once in a
decade by the
international
community
and is of utmost importance to
the development process and
finance allocation. The ability of
an incumbent and incompetent
government to use this sensitive
data for divisive means cannot
be ignored. While it is technically
illegal to not provide the
information or provide the
wrong information, the threat
rings hollow since the census act
only prescribes a fine of Rs. 1000
for the offense, which is rarely if
ever implemented, leaving the
door open for mass
manipulation.

— KHORDAD EDULJI, 
Music producer

The
notified

Gazette
pertains to
the house
listing of the
Census of
India. The
exercise is a
routine decennial exercise and
no one will object to the
questions listed in the
notification. The questions are
mostly related to household
information. It is different from
the NPR in which questions
related to domicile details of
parents and other personal
information is supposed to be
sought. However, in the present
circumstances, officials will face
resistance from the general
public.

— MOHAMMED MANSOOR ALI,
Tolichowki, IT Professional and

Social Activist

The
state

government
has published
the
notification
for the Census
while people
are opposing
the NPR and NRC. Officials will
face difficulties in carrying out
the exercise of enumeration. In
the old city, people of all
communities do not disclose
their personal information. It is
very difficult for officials to
convince people to disclose
family details. 
Government should first clear
doubts of the common 
people.

— ANNAMALA PARAMESH,
Social Activist

Before the
details are

given out we must
ask the government,
why they require so
many details? In this
time and age of
growing discontent with the
government it is very important for
us to learn why they are collecting
all this information.

— ANANT TOPE, 
Managing partner at a Pharma

company

People are
worried about

the NRC (National
Register of Citizens)
knowing the
difficulties of the
NRC exercise in
Assam. Ministers and leaders of the
ruling party have made statements
which have created havoc among
the common people. In the Gazette
notification, the questions
mentioned are similar to the
previous Census. If government is
seeking such information, we have
no objection, but the Union
government should take people into
confidence before initiating the
exercise and assuring that NPR
(Natioanl People's Register) will not
be happening in the future.

— MOULANA MOHAMMED HAMEED
RAHMANI, Community leader

I think
government is

confused about what
to do - Census, NPR
or NRC. If the
government wants to
go with the previous
pattern of the Census why has it
created such havoc and speaks
about NPR and NRC? I think it is a
regular Census, but questions will
be added to it in future. The
government should clarify its stand
over NPR and NRC.

— MOHAMMED ABDUL MUKARAM,
Sultan Shahi, RTI Activist

When the
government

gives a call we have
to go with it, I feel
there is no harm in it.
This is a state
government that is
asking for the data. why that panic.

— K. MURALI, 
Medical practitioner
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OBITUARY

K.T. MARY KUTTY (78 Yrs)
D.O.D: 12-2-2020

We regret to inform you the sad
demise of MARY KUTTY W/o Late
P.K. Vargheese. Funeral will be held
on 13th Feb. 2020 at 11 a.m. at
Mount Carmel Church, Bowenpally.
Cortege leaves from Navkar Clasic,
Suchitra at 10.15 a.m.

Inserted by:
Children and Grand Children.

(S/1920/D01840)

1st ANNIVERSARY
“A gracious woman gets honour” Proverbs 11:16

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

MARY SUGUNA RAPAKA
August 18.1945 - February 13.2019

MEMORIAL SERVICE
Thursday, 13 February 2020

AT 6 O' CLOCK IN THE EVENING
LUTHERAN CHURCH    

VANASTHALIPURAM, HYDERABAD
"Please treat this as personal Invitation"

Fondly Remembered by:
Ratna Kumar Rapaka 

Children & Grand Children
Ph: 9985200290

(L/1920/D00014)

17th DEATH ANNIVERSARY
I will dwell in the home of Lord
forever. Ps 23:6 

Late POTHARAJU SANJEEVA RAO
DOB: 6.3.1926    DOD: 13.2.2003

Inserted by:
Wife, Sons, Daughters,

Sons-in-law, Daughters-in-law
Grand Children, Great Grand Children.

(S/1920/D01833)

1st DEATH ANNIVERSARY
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the
death of his saints. Psalms 116:15

B.S. GEORGE
DOB: 15.03.1935        DOD: 14.02.2019
Please join us for the 1st Death
Anniversary Service on Friday, 14th
February at 11.00 a.m. at our residence.
Sai Ram Homes, Gautamnagar,
Malkajgiri.
Inserted by: Mrs. J. Johanamma (Wife)

Son, Daughters, Sons-in-law and
Grand Children. Ph: 9347292749

(S/1920/D01796)

The righteous will be in everlasting
remembrance. Psalms 112:6

Mr. JAKKULA E. JOHN SUMACHAR
DOB: 01.09.1932       DOD: 09.02.2020
You left us with memories to cherish
forever. You are always in our hearts.
Memorial Service Today i.e. 13.02.2020 at
CSI Wesley Church, Ramkote at 6.30 p.m.

Inserted by: Son, Daughters,
Sons-in-law and Grand Children.

Ph: 9640669158

(S/1920/D01835)

3rd DEATH ANNIVERSARY
IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Late DONALD HAYWARD 
DOB: 02.08.1955       DOD: 13.02.2017
Your life was a blessing, your memory a
treasure, you are loved beyond words
and missed beyond measures.

Inserted by: Hayward Family
Mass at 6.00 p.m. at St. John the Baptist
Church, Arul Colony.

(S/1920/D01832)

IN BRIEF

Bar waiter held for
blackmailing

Cop arrested for 
cheating woman

Child dies due to
food poisoning

Hyderabad: A bar waiter was
arrested for blackmailing a
woman and threatening to
send intimate private pic-

tures to her family members
if she did not continue the
physical relationship with

him. According to
Rachakonda cybercrime

police, who arrested him, a
woman from the city had

lodged a complaint that one
H Shiva Kumar, 23, had

befriended her at Bidar and
met her several times. After

collecting her personal
details, Shiva took her to a

hotel, where he forced her to
consume soft drinks laced

with sedatives.
Shiva sexually exploited the

victim and captured the
same. With the pictures, he

blackmailed the victim to
continue the physical rela-
tionship and when the girl

refused, he shared them with
her family members and

friends.  Following the com-
plaint, Shiva, a native of
Mangalpet in Bidar was

arrested and remanded to
judicial custody.

Hyderabad: Punjagutta
police on Wednesday arrest-
ed a 30-year-old police con-
stable for cheating a woman
under the pretext of marry-

ing her. Police said P.
Guravaiah from

Mahabubabad district was
working as a constable in

Kondapur. He met the victim
through a common friend

and befriended her. For two
years, they continued their

relationship, with the
accused exploiting her sexu-

ally. Recently, Guravaiah
started planning to marry

another woman. On coming
to know about this, the vic-

tim lodged a complaint with
Panjagutta police, who took
up investigation. Guruvaiah
was subsequently arrested

and remanded to judicial
custody on Wednesday.

Hyderabad: Suspected food
poisoning has left a two-

year-old child dead and his
other family members hospi-

talised in Begumpet.
According to police, Ravi

Narayana, a techie from
Bengaluru, had come to the

city on Monday along with
his wife and two children

because of work at the US
Consulate. The family

checked into a hotel near the
consulate. After finishing

their work at the consulate,
they returned to the hotel
for lunch and went out for

sightseeing. The family
returned in the night, had
dinner, and went to sleep.

In the middle of the night, all
family members got up and
started vomiting. According

to Ravi Narayana’s state-
ment, he was the first to go
to the hospital on Tuesday

morning. Later, his younger
son, two-year-old Vihan, was
admitted to the same hospi-
tal. Vihan died while under-
going treatment. The family

has alleged the child died
due to food poisoning after

having the food at the hotel.
Begumpet police have

booked a case of suspicious
death under section 174 Cr.

P. C. and taken up investiga-
tion. Inspector P. Srinivas
Rao said a food inspector
and other authorities con-

cerned have collected food
samples and sent them for

testing. Blood samples have
also been collected and sent

to the lab. “Only after the
test results are out can we
establish the exact reason

for the kid’s death,” the
inspector added

DURGA PPRASAD
SUNKU || DDC
HYDERABAD  FEB. 12

Like in the movie
Khakee, a team of
Banjara Hills camped
in Bihar for a month
to crack a sensational
burglary in their area
on December 8, 2019.
The team succeeded in
arresting four mem-
bers of the inter-state
gang and nabbed its
leader on Wednesday.

Police suspect the
gang consists of
around 20 members
and operates through-
out India. “The gang
travels by train and
reaches the targeted
city. It then zeroes in
on residences in posh
residential areas. One
of the gang members
joins as a cook, driver
or watchman at the
house. At an oppor-
tune moment, they
decamp with valu-
ables and vanish. The
gang has been operat-
ing since 2005,” said
A.R. Srinivas, joint
commissioner of
police (west zone). The
gang got notoriety as
it kills anybody who
intervenes in the bur-
glary. One such
instance happened in
Chennai.

On December 8, 2019,
the gang made away
with gold and dia-
mond ornaments
worth `1.5 crore when
inmates of a house in

Banjara Hills had
gone out for a day.
Forty-five days prior
to it, kingpin of the
gang Ramashish Muk-
hiya had joined the
house as a cook. He
was waiting for an
opportunity to steal.
The opportunity came
on December 8 and
Mukhiya summoned
his gang to the house
for the burglary. 

Next day, when the
inmates reached
home, they found it
ransacked, with dia-
mond and gold orna-
ments missing from
the house. They
looked for their cook
but he was missing
along with his belong-
ings. Following this,
house owner Kapil
Gupta approached Ba-
njara Hills police and
lodged a complaint. 

“Investigators ana-
lysed the CCTV
footage and identified

that six persons were
involved in the crime.
They traced one of the
gangsters Bhola Muk-
hiya, who acted as mi-
ddleman and recom-
mended Mukhiya as a
cook. After commit-
ting the burglary, all
the accused left for
Bihar,” said police
commissioner Anjani
Kumar.

The investigating
team led by K. Ravi
Kumar collected all
details of crimes com-
mitted by the gang
throughout India. The
team then went to
Bihar and stayed
there for a month
while keeping a tab on
movements of the
accused. The team
was successful in nab-
bing three of the
accused Mukhiya,
H a r i s h c h a n d r a
Mukhiya, Bhagavat
Mukhiya on January
12. 

`1.5 cr worth
gold recovered

Kapil Gupta, the victim congratulates police
commissioner Anjani Kumar for recovering the
gold and diamonds. 

DC CCORRESPONDENT
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After Cyberabad and
Rachakonda, Hyderabad
has started the ‘My Cab is
safe’ initiative with
Hyderabad traffic police
opening a registration
centre at Traffic Training

Institute in Begumpet. 
Motor cabs plying in the

limits of Rachakonda, Cy-
berabad and Hyde-rabad
Commissionerates have
to register their vehicles
at any one of registration
centres, Kukatpally, LB
Nagar or Begumpet.

“Such registrations help

us to track cabs in case of
any emergency. The stick-
er pasted on the cab gives
some sense of security
and confidence to the
commuters. Under the
“My Auto is Safe” project,
85,000 autos have been
registered with Hyder-
abad traffic police,” said

city police commissioner
Anjani Kumar. A notifica-
tion was also released in
this regard. The registra-
tion process will start on
Friday. Owners and driv-
ers have been urged to
contact 040-27853722 or
Traffic Helpline 90102-
03626 for further details.

City cops start ‘My Cab is Safe’
Registration centre opened at BegumpetTRAFFIC | INITIATIVE

Cops trace 4 gangsters to Bihar after
1 month probe in Khakee movie style,

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB. 12

A 25-year-old woman
techie from Odisha
committed suicide by
hanging herself from
the ceiling of her hos-
tel in Madhapur. 

According to police,
Rajalaxmi Ratha, 25,
hailing from 
Ganjam in Odisha,
was working as a soft-
ware engineer in the
city. 

She was residing at a
women’s hostel in the
Megha Hills area of
Madhapur.

At around 12.30 am
on Tuesday night,
Rajalaxmi’s room-
mate J. Naveena
reached the hostel and
found her hanging
from the ceiling.
Following a complaint
by Naveena,
Madhapur police have
registered a case of
suspicious death. 

25-yr-old techie
hangs herself

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB. 12

Three persons who
impersonated a dead
person and attempted
to register a piece of
land at Bandlaguda
Jagir were arrested
by the Narsingi police
on Tuesday.

The accused were N.
Balanarsimha, 67,
Mohammed Irfan, 22
and his mother
Meharunnisa, 45 by
the police.

THREE HELD FOR
IMPERSONATING
DEAD MAN

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB. 12

Officials of the
Directorate of Rev-
enue Intelligence have
seized `1 crore-worth
gold weighing 2.512
kg, of which 1.581 kg
was impounded at the
Rajiv Gandhi Intern-
ational Airport. 

The remaining gold
was seized at Mumbai
Airport on the intelli-
gence shared by the
DRI’s Hyderabad zone
unit. Acting on specif-
ic intelligence that a
passenger travelling
from Dubai to Hyde-
rabad would be carry-
ing a suitcase having
gold concealed in it,
officers of the DRI at
Hyderabad launched
an operation on Tue-
sday and held three
persons. Of the three
intercepted at the exit
gate of RGIA, one
landed at Hyderabad
from Dubai by flight
6E-025, and the other
two arrived at Hyd-
erabad from Jaipur by
flight I5-1543.

“When the passen-

ger who arrived from
Dubai was handing
over the suitcase to
the two domestic pas-
sengers from Jaipur,
they were intercepted.
On examination, the
suitcase was found to
be containing a toolk-
it, which included a
hammer. Two pieces
of gold having 24-
carat purity were con-
cealed deep inside the
metal head of the
hammer. The recov-
ered pieces weighed
about 931 gm, valued
at `39 lakh,” said an

official from the DRI.
The Hyderabad unit

officials also realised
another passenger
arriving at Mumbai
from Dubai would be
handing over a suit-
case to two passengers
arriving at Mumbai
from Jaipur. The
Hyderabad unit alert-
ed its counterparts at
Mumbai, following
which those three pas-
sengers were also
arrested and 931 gm of
gold seized.

Further, the
Hyderabad zone DRI
sleuths arrested two
others who also
arrived at RGIA from
Dubai on Tuesday. On
examining them, offi-
cials found 650 gm of
gold. “One passenger
was carrying a juicer
in which 160 gm of
gold was concealed
deep inside the motor.
The second passenger
was carrying 550 gm
of gold paste con-
cealed in his rectum.
490 gm of 24 carat gold
was extracted from
this paste,” the official
added.

DRI seizes ̀ 1 cr worth
gold from 2 airports

DC CCORRESPONDENT
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A speeding truck claimed the
life of a trader who was rid-
ing a bike and going to his
home at Kawadipally in
Abdullapurmet on Tuesday
night. The police found that

the negligence of truck driv-
er resulted in the mishap and
booked a case against him.

According to
Abdullapurmet police, the
deceased, identified as
Bodiga Mallesh, 45, was a res-
ident of Kawadipally village.
At around 8.30 pm, Mallesh

was going to his village from
Abdullapurmet on a bike (TS
08 ES 6570) when the accident
occurred.

When Mallesh’s bike was at
old MRO office in
Abdullapurmet, the speeding
truck (TS30 T 1586), proceed-
ing towards Abdullapurmet,

rammed into the bike after
which the rider fell on the
road and suffered severe
injuries. Efforts to revive
him were unsuccessful and
he was declared dead when
taken to a nearby hospital.
The body was shifted to OGH
mortuary for autopsy.

Trader mowed down by speeding truck

FROM PPAGE 11

A police team in search of
the suspects managed to
locate their car and began
trailing them.

Realising that cops were
closing in on them, the sus-
pects attempted to escape by
over-speeding, when their
car met with an accident at
Sirur village.

A police official, who was
part of the probe, said, “two
of the accused, who were
speeding in a car to escape
from the police party, met
with an accident. The car
rammed into a median at
high speed and turned tur-
tle. One of the occupants
died on the spot, while the
other received mild injuries.
He was provided treatment
and is being questioned.”

Sources close to the police,
said, “the deceased person
was identified as Soma
Chary of Kazipet in
Warangal district. He is said
to have assisted his brother
Brahma Chary and friend
Pavan Kumar in the offence.
Pavan is said to have sexual-
ly assaulted the woman.”

CAR HAD RAMMED
INTO MEDIAN AT
HIGH SPEED

DC CCORRESPONDENT
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A one-year-old boy was
mowed down by a garbage
picking auto of Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corp-
oration at Khaitlapur in
Kukatpally on Tuesday.

According to Kukatpally
police, the incident took
place near the garbage
dumping yard at Khaitlapur
at around 10 am. The victim
identified as E. Sai, was the
son of E. Srikanth and Sri
Kanya. The family hailing
from Bidar had moved to
Narsapur in Medak district
for livelihood.

The couple was into labour
works and also used to col-
lect old clothes and sell
them. For the last two days,
Srikanth has been visiting a
dumping yard located at
Khaitlapur in Kukatpally to
collect used clothes.

On Tuesday, when Sri-
kanth along with Sri Kanya,
was collecting clothes, their
son was standing on the
roadside. Meantime, a
garbage picking auto (TS 07
UD 0008) which was moving
at a high speed hit the boy,
said police. 

The boy suffered severe
injuries on his head and
other parts of the body. The
couple shifted the boy to
Omni Hospitals at Kuka-
tpally for treatment, but the
doctors declared him
brought dead.

The police said that a case
was registered against the
driver of the auto, T. Kishan
and the boy’s body was
handed over to his family
after post-mortem at Gandhi
Hospital mortuary.

GHMC GARBAGE
VAN MOWS DOWN 
1-YEAR-OLD BOY

■ ■ THE GGOLD WWAS
seized from
Hyderabad and
Mumbai airports

■ ■ ACTING OON specif-
ic intelligence that a
passenger travelling
from Dubai to Hyde-
rabad would be carry-
ing a suitcase having
gold concealed in it,
officers of the DRI at
Hyderabad launched
an operation and
arrested 3 persons

■ ■ VIHAN, son a techie Ravi
Narayana from Bengaluru,
died while undergoing treat-
ment at a hospital

■ ■ THE FFAMILY alleged the
child died due to food poison-
ing after having the food at
the hotel.  Police has booked a
case of suspicious death
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IN BRIEF

Power sector staff
seek tariff hike

Non-locals being 
encouraged: Tribals

Hyderabad: Power sector
employees’ unions have
urged the TS Electricity
Regulatory Commission

(TSERC) to consider hike in
power tariffs in Telangana.

They also wanted the com-
mission to intervene and

ensure that the government
clears its dues to the two

power distribution compa-
nies in the state. These

requests were made at the
ERC’s State Advisory

Committee meeting on
January 29. The unions’ rec-
ommendation was recorded
in the minutes of the meet-

ing. Both the Telangana
State Electricity Employees’
Unions have maintained that

the increased tariffs would
help reduce the burden on

distribution companies and
protect their interests.

Telangana’s two power dis-
tribution companies, TSNPD-
CL and TSSPDCL, are provid-

ed subsidies by the state
government to make up for

the losses they accrue for
providing free power to

farmers and other sectors of
consumers.  The unions also

called on TSERC to ensure
that government depart-

ments pay their power bill
dues to the distribution com-

panies. Henceforth, they
wanted the TSREC to ensure

advance payments towards
power bills. Power tariffs in

Telangana have not been
hiked for more than three

years. It is widely expected
that the ERC would approve

certain hikes this year in
case of some sections of

consumers for making up the
losses faced by distribution

companies. The power hikes,
if they happen, are also

expected to ease the subsidy
burden faced by the 

government.

From Page 1

Important demands include
cancellation of voter ID
card, ration card, trade

licenses and appointment of
non-tribals in government

posts. Mr Dora said that the
government has been

encouraging non-adivasis by
announcing ZTPCs and

MPTCs seats for local elec-
tions, which was against the

Constitution. Demanding a
ban on tourism, he said sex
trade was being organised

in a big way in the 
name of tourism.

“If the government fails to
respond, we should be pre-
pared for a showdown,” he

told the gathering.
Representatives from vari-

ous organisations, including
teachers from Andhra

University, exhorted up the
adivasis to fight for their
rights. Chanda Eliah, one

such vocal supporter of
protests, said that adivasis

had to vote for YSRCP as
they had no alternative. He

suggested that the move-
ment should be apolitical

and against the government
only because it was 

encouraging settlers.
E.A.S. Sarma, retired civil

servant, stressed on the
importance of gram sabhas,
which were incorporated in

the PESA and Fifth
Schedule. He said that the

Adivasis should vote for
those political parties whose

manifesto matched their
charter of demands.

VUJJINI 
VAMSHIDHARA || DDC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 12

Questioning the haste
with which the state gov-
ernment wants to demol-
ish the Secretariat build-
ing at Saifabad, the
Telangana High Court on
Wednesday directed the
state government not to
disturb the existing struc-
ture until the court issues
further orders. Expressing
its doubts about the archi-
tectural plan of the new
construction for the

Secretariat complex not
being available yet and yet
making arrangements to
raze the existing building
by shifting the offices to
other places, the court said
that it seems the govern-
ment is in a mighty hurry
to demolish the buildings.

While dealing with peti-
tions challenging the
impending demolition of
the Secretariat buildings,
the division bench of
Chief Justice Raghvendra
Singh Chauhan and
Justice A. Abhishek Reddy
on Wednesday observed:

"Why the state govern-
ment is in a hurry to
demolish the existing Sec-
retariat buildings when it
has not taken final deci-
sion on structural plans,
designs of the proposed
new Secretariat complex?” 

The bench was dealing
with a batch of PILs filed
separately in 2016 by
Congress MLA T. Jeevan
Reddy, advocate Tera
Rajinikanth Reddy and the
Forum for Good
Governance, an NGO rep-
resented by its secretary
M. Padmanabha Reddy.

They sought grant of a
stay on shifting the offices
of the Telangana Secr-
etariat to other buildings
and demolition of existing
structures to construct
new buildings in its place.
Congress MP A. Revanth
Reddy and Prof.  P.L.
Vishweshwar Rao, vice-
president of Telangana
Jana Samithi, also filed
PILs challenging the
impending demolition of
the Secretariat buildings.

Following earlier direc-
tions of the court, the state
government had filed an

additional counter-affi-
davit in the case and urged
the court to permit it to
proceed with construction
of an integrated secretari-
at building after analysing
different architectural
plans which would be sub-
mitted by the architectur-
al consultants.

The Additional Advocate
General submitted that
the area to be allotted to
various departments will
be finalised only after the
cabinet approves the
designs and final plans of
the proposed new complex

to be furnished by the
architects. After perusing
the contents of the addi-
tional affidavit, the bench
wanted to know why the
state government has
shown such hurry in want-
ing to demolish the exist-
ing structures and laying
the foundation stone for
the new secretariat when
no final decision has been
made on the plan and
design of the proposed
complex. Therefore, the
stay granted earlier not to
demolish it will continue,
the bench noted. 

The bench said that
today, with computers, it
does not take much time to
design a building.
“Without having architec-
tural designs, plans, cost
estimate, area to be allot-
ted for each department
and so on, the cabinet took
the decision to demolish
the existing structure,
which is not reasonable. A
decision has to be based on
relevant facts,” the bench
observed, and made it
clear that the court stay
will continue until further
orders.

HC orders status quo on TS Secretariat 
State government told not to disturb existing buildings at the seat of power until further orders

IREDDY SSRINIVAS 
REDDY || DDC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 12

The Telangana Pradesh
Congress Committee has
decided to take up massive
protests against anti-Dalit
and backward classes atti-
tude of the BJP govern-
ment at the centre.

A decision in this regard
was taken after senior
leaders of the TPCC met at
Gandhi Bhawan on
Wednesday under the
chairmanship of state
party chief N. Uttam
Kumar Reddy in the back-
ground of Supreme
Court’s verdict on reserva-
tions for SCs and STs.

Addressing media after
the meeting, Uttam Kumar
Reddy recalled Supreme
Court saying that reserva-
tion in promotions was
not a fundamental right.
However, the BJP-led gov-
ernment at the centre did
not utter a single word
against the SC verdict.
The TPCC chief charged
that BJP is trying to
deprive SCs, STs and BCs
of reservations in the
name of Supreme Court’s

verdict.
He announced that a

dharna would be held on
February 16 at Indira Park
against the attitude of

centre towards reserva-
tions. He assured that
Congress would fight to
protect SC, ST and other
backward class reserva-

tions at the national level,
alleging that the central
and state governments are
suppressing the rights of
SCs and STs.

At the meeting, CLP
leader Bhatti Vikramarka
recalled that the Congress
had introduced a number
of laws to ensure that
Dalits, BCs and minorities
lived a dignified life. But
the present BJP govern-
ment has hatched a con-
spiracy to remove reserva-
tions.

The CLP leader charged
that when former MP V.
Hanumantha Rao attempt-
ed to install a statue of Dr.
B. R. Ambedkar at
Punjagutta Circle, the TRS
government blocked the
move and even destroyed
the statue. He asserted
that if the state govern-
ment fails to install
Ambedkar’s statue at
Punjagutta, the Congress
would do so.

Cong to fight Centre’s anti-Dalit, BC stand
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB. 12

Congress MP A. Revanth
Reddy on Wednesday
demanded that Chief
Minister K. Cha-
ndrasekhar Rao fulfil his
promises made to farm-
ers during the assembly
elections in 2018.

In an open letter to
Chief Minister on sui-
cides by farmers of the
state, the MP pointed out
that the CM gave a lecture
for 12 hours at the collec-
tors meeting on Tuesday.
However, he could not
even spare five minutes to
discuss the problems
being faced by farmers.

He pointed out that the
National Crime Records
Bureau lists Telangana as
standing third in the
country for the highest
number of suicides by
farmers. He underlined
that Rythu Bandhu and
Rythu Bhima schemes
have failed in controlling
suicides by farmers in the

state. Mr Reddy said, “In
the past six years, 5,912
farmers in Telangana
have committed suicide,
which means three sui-
cides a day. One can clear-
ly understand what the
situation in the state is”.

He demanded that the
state government allot
sufficient budget to fulfil
all the promises made by
the CM to farmers, won-
dering why the Chief
Minister has not yet
implemented the prom-
ised waiver of loans up to
`1 lakh taken by farmers.
The MP said appointing a
businessman as president
of Rythu Samanvaya
Samithi itself shows the
commitment of
Chandrasekhar Rao to
farmers’ welfare.

CM must fulfil his
promises: Revanth

■ ■ MR RREDDY said in the
past six years, 5,912
farmers in Telangana
have committed suicide
which translates to three
suicides a day.

■ ■ THE TTPCC chief charged
that BJP is trying to
deprive SCs, STs and BCs
of reservations in the
name of Supreme Court's
verdict. He recalled that
the BJP had not uttered a
single word against the SC
verdict

TPCC chief N. Uttam Kumar Reddy addresses party leaders at Gandhi Bhavan in
Hyderabad on Wednesday. 

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB. 12

Governor Tamilisai Soun-
dararajan has called upon
manufacturers and expo-
rters to aim at increasing
India’s share in global
trade. 

She was speaking at an
event organised by the
southern region chapter of
Engineering Export
Promotion Council (EEPC)
in the city on Wednesday.

“India, at present,
accounts for only two per
cent of the global trade. We
all need to work towards

government of India’s tar-
get of having five per cent
share within the next few
years to become a USD $5
trillion economy,”
Soundararajan empha-
sised. 

On the occasion, she also
presented awards to best
performing companies in
the southern region. 

The Governor expressed
her happiness over the fact
that companies from the
south are performing well
on the exports’ front. She
said the central govern-
ment has implemented
many schemes to improve
exports. She underscored
the importance of taking
pride in one’s work and
ensuring quality in the
product.

“As manufacturers and
engineers, I appreciate

your efforts for bringing
value to the country. What
you export today is some-
thing we used to import in
the past,” Soundararajan
pointed out.

EEPC India vice-chair-
man Mahesh K Desai,
while welcoming the
recent Union Budget,
appealed to the central gov-
ernment to help reduce
costs for exporters. He said
manufacturing costs were
comparatively lower for
companies in China than
in India because of differ-
ences in the taxation sys-
tem.

Guv urges to boost exports
Call for working towards $5 trillion economyTRADE  | EXPANSION

S.A. IISHAQUI || DDC 
HYDERABAD, FEB. 12

Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao
has decided to name
Toopakulagudem Bar-
rage being constructed
on river Godavari as
Sammakka Barrage in
the name of the great
Adivasi warrior and
Goddess of the forest.

Mr Rao instructed the
e n g i n e e r - i n - c h i e f
Muralidhar Rao to
issue a GO naming the
T o o p a k u l a g u d e m
Barrage as Sammakka

Barrage.
The Chief Minister

had decided to visit the
Kaleswaram Project on
Thursday and in this
connection he held a
review with concerned
officials at Pragathi
Bhavan on Wednesday. 

During the meeting
he said that the devel-
opment in Telangana
state is becoming a pos-

sibility and happening
as planned with the
blessings of the three
crore goddesses. 

He reminded that
with the completion of
irrigation projects cer-
tain baron lands are
getting Kaleshwaram
waters and many bar-
rages and reservoirs
have been named after
different goddesses.

With the completion
of the Kaleshwaram he
said that from the forth-
coming rainy season
water inflow will
increase.  

■ ■ SHE WWAS speaking at
an event organised by the
southern region chapter of
Engineering Export
Promotion Council (EEPC)
in the city on Wednesday.

■ ■ SHE AALSO presented
awards to the best per-
forming companies

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB 12 

IT and Industries
Minister KT Rama Rao
on Wednesday said
many global companies
were keen on making
major investments in
the State. 

He was speaking at a
review meeting with
heads of Information
Technology and
Industries departments
at MCRHRD here.

Officials told Mr
Rama Rao that Hatsun
Agro Product Ltd
would be setting up
India’s largest ice-

cream manufacturing
facility in Sangareddy
district. It is expected
to commence commer-
cial operations in
October.

Hatsun will be setting
up its unit with a capi-
tal investment of `207
crore and create more
than 250 direct and 250
indirect employment
opportunities. 

The unit will also ben-
efit more than 4,000
dairy farmers in the
region, said a state-
ment from the Ministry.

Mr Rama Rao said
that many major food
processing companies

were keen on investing
in Telangana and
announcements would
be made soon. 

He said the govern-
ment would provide
assistance to such com-
panies as well.

The Minister also
asked officials to plan
towards decentralising
the IT sector to ensure
its growth across the
city. 

He said efforts to
boost IT sector in tier-2
cities were yielding
good results.

He is likely to inaugu-
rate the Karimnagar IT
Tower on February 18.

Global majors eyeing
TS investments: KTR

KCR to name barrage
after Sammakka

■ ■ THE CCM had decided
to visit the Kaleswaram
Project on Thursday
and in this connection
he held a review

■ ■ MR DDORA said that the gov-
ernment has been encouraging
non-adivasis by announcing
ZTPCs and MPTCs seats for
local elections, which was
against the Constitution.
Demanding a ban on tourism,
he said sex trade was being
organised in a big way in the
name of tourism. “If the gov-
ernment fails to respond, we
should be prepared for a show-
down,” he told the gathering.
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IN BRIEF
WOMAN DIES

IN MONKEY
ATTACK

DC CCORRESPONDENT 
ADILABAD, FEB. 12

An elderly woman, Raisidam
Jangu Bai, 65, died on the spot
in an attack by a troop of mon-
keys in Boath mandal head-
quarters on Wednesday after-
noon.  

The simians attacked Jangu
Bai when she tried to chase
them away when they were
creating ruckus and causing
panic among the locals.  

A cousin of Jangu Bai said
they had brought the issue of
monkey menace to the notice
of the forest department sever-
al times but in vain and added
that the woman would have
been alive if the forest depart-
ment had taken up measures
to control the menace in Boath
mandal.   

AAP win to bolster welfare plans in states
S.N.C.N. AACHARYULU || DDC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 12

Welfare schemes are play-
ing a key role in the elec-
tions. This was proved in
the recent Delhi assembly
elections and the
Telangana assembly elec-
tions held in 2018. 

In “vote bank politics”
state governments, partic-
ularly the regional parties
that are in power, are giv-
ing top priority to welfare
schemes. 

In Telangana, Chief
Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao has
introduced several
schemes in the last six
years. AP Chief Minister
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy is
also implementing several
welfare schemes since the
last eight months. 

These schemes however
are eating into nearly half
the annual budget. Late Y.S

Rajasekhar Reddy, when
he was Chief Minister of
the united state of AP,
launched several welfare
schemes and became
known as the “father” of
welfare schemes.
Arogyasri, free treatment
to poor people in corporate
hospitals, fee reimburse-
ment, free power to the
farm sector, and loan waiv-
er for farmers are some of
the important schemes
introduced by YSR. 

These schemes continue
in both Telugu states. They
helped Y.S. Rajasekhar
Reddy retain power in the
2009 assembly polls.
During the YSR regime
every family in the state
benefited from govern-
ment schemes.  

The popularity of these
schemes impelled state
governments to announce
welfare schemes even
when the financial posi-

tion of the state was poor.  
In the 2018 Telangana

assembly elections, pen-
sions and the Rythu
Bandhu scheme played an
important role in the TRS
retaining power. 

In the name of

Navaratnalu, AP Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy is implementing
several schemes. 

Not all welfare schemes
have an impact on people.
For the schemes to have a
lasting impact, they must

be free of the usual corrup-
tion. For example, Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal introduced some
welfare schemes just five
months before the elec-
tions and they helped him
return to power this week

as they were effective
schemes from which peo-
ple actually benefited. 

Before the assembly elec-
tions in Andhra Pradesh,
the then Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu intro-
duced welfare schemes

such as Pasupu-
Kumkuma, and invest-
ment subsidy to farmers
on the lines of Rythu
Bandhu, but the people did
not believe him and he was
defeated in the election. 

According to official
records, in the last eight
months, the Andhra
Pradesh government has
spent `14,795 crore on sev-
eral welfare schemes bene-
fiting approximately 1.5
crore people.  Telangana
State Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao had
introduced around 450 wel-
fare schemes for various
sections of society during
his previous tenure
between 2014 and 
2018. 

Among them there are
some individual benefit
schemes such as Rythu
Bandhu, Aasara pensions,
Kalyana Lakshmi, Shaadi
Mubarak and KCR kits.

IN TELANGANA STATE
Scheme Beneficiaries Amount 

(Rs in cr)
Pensions, 12,75,444 3,086
Old age pensions 
Handicapped 4,97,819 1802
Widows 14,49, 512 3,507
Other pensions 6,91,419 1,495
KCR kits 5,89,818 620.41
Kalyan Lakshmi 5,78,345 1,165
-Shaadi Mubarak
Rythu Bandhu 58,00,000 15,050

IN ANDHRA PRADESH
Scheme Beneficiaries Amount 

(Rs in cr)
Rythu Bharosa 46,50,846 6,299.25
Vahana Mitra 2,36,340 236.34
Fishermen 6,16,677 170.09
Agrigold victims 3,34,160 236.53
Ammaodi 42,01,621 6,302.43
Pensions 54, 65,564 1,320.14
Aarogyasri 46, 725 33.14
Handloom weavers 81,783 196.28
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SHORT TAKES
HC RAPS GOVT
FOR SHIFTING

OFFICE
SAMPAT GG. SSAMRITAN || DDC
VIJAYAWADA, FEB. 12

The Andhra Pradesh High
Court on Wednesday pulled up
the state government for shift-
ing the office of vigilance com-
missioner and others to
Kurnool from the secretariat
at Velagapudi, located with the
capital city Amaravati, by
issuing GO number 13, citing
want of space and for adminis-
trative convenience. 

A three-judge bench headed
by Chief Justice Jitendra
Kumar Maheswari, Justice M.
Satyanarayana and Justice
A.V. Sesha Sai, who heard the
case here on Wednesday, won-
dered how the commissioner
could keep vigil on employees
working at secretariat when
his office gets relocated to a
far-off place.

When advocate-general
Sriram Subrahmanyam
informed the court that the
offices of vigilance commis-
sioner, chairman of commis-
sionerate of inquiries and
members of commissioner of
inquiries, were not connected
to the secretariat and function
in an independent manner, the
CJ asked him as to how such
offices could be separate and
not be part of the secretariat. 

Chief Justice Maheswari
also asked the how the general
administration department
could be separate from the
office of vigilance commis-
sioner. The CJ observed that if
the head of vigilance depart-
ment was not located and func-
tioning from the secretariat,
how would employees working
there behave since there would
be no vigil on their function-
ing. The CJ asked the AG
details about currently avail-
able space of these three
offices and the required space,
besides details of employees
working in these offices.

Jagan to Modi: Help in
scrapping of Council
CM reiterates Special Category Status demand
DC CCORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, FEB. 12

Chief Minister Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy
urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to direct
the Union law ministry
to initiate the next
course of action on the
two core issues of abol-
ishing the AP state leg-
islative council and shift-
ing the principal seat of
the Andhra Pradesh
High Court to Kurnool.

Besides the two crucial
demands, the Chief
Minister also reiterated
the demand for the grant
of Special Category
Status (SCS) to Andhra
Pradesh, administrative
sanctions for
Polavaram’s revised esti-
mate of `55,549 crore and
an immediate release of
the revenue deficit of
`18,969 crore.

Chief Minister Reddy
had a detailed discussion
on various other issues
in his meeting with
Prime Minister Modi at
the latter’s residence in
New Delhi, that report-
edly lasted for one-and-a-
half hour. 

Prime Minister Modi is
reported to have had a
word with home minis-
ter Amit Shah during the
meeting and asked Mr
Reddy to meet Mr Shah
on Friday evening.

Sources said that Mr
Reddy narrated in detail
his objective behind the
three capitals proposal
in detail, besides detail-
ing the insider trading
that had taken place

Amaravati, agitations by
Telugu Desam and the
Andhra Pradesh High
Court constituting a spe-
cial bench to deal with
the issues relating to the
shifting of the capital. 

He urged Prime
Minister Modi to ensure
that Parliament
approved the state
assembly’s recommenda-
tion to abolish the bicam-
eral house before the end
of the ongoing budget
session itself.

According to an official
press release from the
Chief Minister’s Office,
Mr Reddy explained to
Mr Modi his three capi-
tals idea and the objec-

tive of achieving bal-
anced development. He
informed Mr Modi that
the state assembly had
passed a resolution, fix-
ing Visakhapatnam as
the executive capital,
Amaravati as legislative
capital and Kurnool as
judicial capital. 

Mr Reddy also brought
to the Prime Minister’s
notice how the opposi-
tion was using the leg-
islative council as a tool
to obstruct initiatives of
a democratically elected
government, instead of
extending valuable
advice.

Referring to the recent
initiative to provide

greater safety for women
and children, Mr Reddy
urged Mr Modi to
instruct the ministry of
home affairs to approve
the Disha Bill, passed by
the Andhra Pradesh
assembly. 

The MHA had already
sent back the Bill, rais-
ing queries. A central
approval is a must for
the Disha Act to come
into force.

On Polavaram irriga-
tion project, the Chief
Minister brought Mr
Modi to speed on the
progress of works and
government’s resolve to
finish the project by 2021.
Rehabilitation would
cost `33,000 crore out of
the revised cost of
`55,549 crore, for which
the administrative sanc-
tion was pending with
the centre. The state gov-
ernment was yet to get a
reimbursement from the
centre for the `3,300
crore expenditure
already incurred by the
state towards the project,
Mr Reddy told the Prime
Minister.

Maintaining that only
`10,000 crore grant was
received from the centre,
Mr Reddy said this was
the least amount the
state got in recent past in
form of grants. 

The Andhra Pradesh
chief minister reiterated
his appeal for central
government’s support in
establishing the Kadapa
steel plant,
Ramayapatnam port and
development of inland
waterways.

DA CASE: HC TO
HEAR JAGAN’S 11
PLEAS ON APRIL 9

Nurse’s kin thrash
abusive doctor 
PATHRI RRAJASEKHAR ||
DC  
NELLORE, FEB. 12

The relatives of a nurse
thrashed a medical officer
at the Community Health
Centre at Udayagiri after
they came to know that he
attempted to rape her late
on Tuesday night.

Incidentally, the medical
officer, identified as Dr
Ravindranath Tagore,
was booked for misbehav-
ing with a patient when
he was working in
Podalakur in the past,
Udayagiri circle inspector
U. Sathyanarayana said.

He said that a case under
Section 376 read with 511
of the IPC would be
booked against the med-
ical officer and he would
be  produced in court on
Thursday. According to
the circle inspector, the
accused called the nurse
and asked her to bring
him an omelette from her
home around 8.30 pm on
Tuesday night. He
allegedly insisted that she
herself come to the health
centre when the nurse
asked him to send a ward
boy to collect the dish. 

He allegedly bolted the
door when she went into
his room and made
advances to her. Even

when she protested saying
that he was a father figure
to her and resisted his
attempts, he kept on
insisting that she yield to
him. She managed to leave
the room when she got a
phone call from her hus-
band to whom she narrat-
ed the doctor’s attempt.

Her husband and rela-
tives came to the hospital
on Wednesday and gave a
dressing down to the doc-
tor after she denied his
overtures. Based on a com-
plaint from the woman,
Police have booked a case
and picked up Dr
Ravindranath for ques-
tioning.  

VUJJINI VVAMSHIDHARA || DDC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 12

Refusing to issue any interim
directions in favour of AP
Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy in exempting
his personal appearance
before the CBI court on every
trial day in connection with
the disproportionate assets
case, the Telangana High
Court on Wednesday said the
11 petitions filed by Mr Reddy
seeking exemption will be
heard on April 9. The court
also made it clear that it will
be the final hearing and it
would hear the contention of
both the petitioner and
respondent for only one day. 

However, the HC gave Mr
Reddy the liberty to request
the CBI court for exemption
of his personal appearance
by mentioning the status of
his petitions in the High
Court. Justice Gandikota
Sridevi told the counsel rep-
resenting Jagan “You can ask
for exemption before the trial
court by mentioning the sta-
tus of the petitions before the
High Court”. When Mr S.
Niranjan Reddy,  Counsel for
Jagan, urged the court to
issue some note about the lib-
erty given to the petitioner so
that they could produce it
before the CBI court, the
Judge said the CBI Counsel
will explain to that court
about the liberty given. 

■■ ACCORDING TTO the
circle inspector, the
accused medical offi-
cer, Dr Ravindranath
Tagore, called the
nurse and asked her to
bring him an omelette
from her home around
8.30 pm on Tuesday
night. He allegedly
insisted that she her-
self come to the health
centre when the nurse
asked him to send a
ward boy to collect the
dish. 
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Jagan invites Modi
to AP for Ugadi
DC CCORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, FEB. 12

Chief Minister Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy on
Wednesday invited
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to be the
chief guest at a massive
programme of distribu-
tion of house sites to
poor on Ugadi day, the
first day of the Telugu
new year, which falls on
March 25. The Chief
Minister extended the
invitation during his
interaction with the
Prime Minister at the
latter’s residence in New
Delhi. 

Chief Minister Reddy
explained about the
housing program for
poor being taken up by
his government as part
of navaratnalu (nine
gems) welfare initiative.
Lakhs of beneficiaries
would be handed over
house site pattas on
Ugadi day, he informed
Prime Minister Modi.

Mr Reddy also urged
Mr Modi to direct the
ministry concerned to
hand over 800 acres of
salt lands in the east
Godavari district, which
could be utilised for
housing purpose by the
state government.
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SHORT TAKES

DESIGNER
WENDELL

RODRICKS DIES 
Panaji, Feb. 12: Renowned
fashion designer Wendell
Rodricks died at his residence
in Colvale village in Goa on
Wednesday, a police official
said. Deputy superintendent of
police, Mapusa, Gajanan
Prabhudesai confirmed the
death of Rodricks, who was 59.

Prabhudesai said Rodricks
died after collapsing at his res-
idence in North Goa. A Padma
Shri awardee, Rodricks was
also an author, environmental-
ist and gay rights activist.

Goa health minister
Vishwajit Rane tweeted,
“Deeply saddened to hear
about the sudden demise of
my very good friend and
designer, Wendell Rodricks.
His excellency in his work and
skills are irreplaceable and
shall always be cherished.”

“We will truly miss him. My
heartfelt condolences to his
family and dear ones,” Rane
added in the tweet.

Born in Mumbai, Rodricks
studied fashion designing in
the US and France from 1986 to
1988. He is often credited for
pioneering the concept of
'resort wear' when it was not a
popular idea in India.

AAP leader Manish Sisodia during the Dhanywad Yatra in Pataparganj after winning the Delhi
Assembly Elections in New Delhi on Wednesday. — PTI
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Major infighting has erupted
in the Congress after the
debacle in the Delhi elec-
tions, with Delhi Congress
leader Sharmishtha
Mukherjee taking on senior
leader P. Chidambaram, the
former finance minister, who
had welcomed the AAP’s vic-
tory as the “defeat of bluff
and bluster”, and asked her
party colleague if state
Congress units should shut
shop in case the party has
decided that others will take
on the BJP across the states.

She tweeted: “With due
respect, sir, just want to
know — has Congress out-
sourced the task of defeating
BJP to state parties? If not,
then why are we gloating
over AAP victory rather than
being concerned at our drub-
bing? And if ‘yes’, then we
(PCCs) might as well close
shop!”

Chidambaram had tweeted:
“AAP won, bluff and bluster
lost. The people of Delhi,
who are from all parts of
India, have defeated the
polarising, divisive and dan-
gerous agenda of the BJP. I
salute the people of Delhi
who have set an example to
other states that will hold
their elections in 2021 and
2022.”

In a bid to deflect accounta-
bility for the loss, AICC’s
Delhi in-charge P.C. Chacko
tried to put the blame on late
chief minister Sheila
Dikshit, saying the party
started losing ground when
she was at the helm in 2013. 

“The party’s downfall start-
ed since 2013 when Sheila
Dikshit was chief minister
and the new outfit AAP took
away the Congress vote-
bank,” he said. Chacko has
been under attack from state
leaders since the loss in the
2015 polls where the party
had failed to open its
account.

In the last two Assembly
and Lok Sabha elections, the
Congress has failed to win
any seat in Delhi. In the
municipal elections too, the
Congress could not come to
power. Interestingly, in all
five elections, Chacko was
the AICC in-charge for Delhi.
After coming under fire,
Chacko sent his resignation
to Congress president Sonia
Gandhi.

Sheila Dikshit’s former
aide Pawan Khera attacked
Chacko, saying: “Just a data
point. In 2013, when we lost,
Congress voteshare in Delhi
was 24.55 per cent. Sheilaji
was not involved in 2015,
when the voteshare slipped
to 9.7 per cent. In 2019, when
she was back in charge, the
voteshare came up to 22.46
per cent.” 

The attack on Sheila
Dikshit from Chacko comes
at a time when most of the
posters put by the Congress
had her picture displayed
prominently. However, her
son and two-time former
East Delhi MP Sandeep
Dikshit was not roped in to
campaign for the party.

Taking on Chacko, former
Union minister Milind Deora
tweeted: “Sheila Dikshitji
was a remarkable politician

and administrator. During
her tenure as chief minister,
Delhi was transformed and
the Congress was stronger
than ever. Unfortunate to see
her being blamed after her
death. She dedicated her life
to the Congress and the peo-
ple of Delhi.” 

The infighting in the Delhi
unit was such that when in
mid-2019 Sheila Dikshit
passed away, Chacko did not
visit her residence fearing a
backlash by her supporters.

The two consecutive losses
for the Congress in Delhi
have demoralised the party
cadre. 

If the party wants to
remain relevant in Delhi and
not go the Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar or West Bengal way, it
will soon have to revamp the
state unit and quell the
prevalent infighting.

New Delhi, Feb. 12: Ten peo-
ple were arrested on
Wednesday in connection with
the alleged molestation of stu-
dents during a cultural festival
at the all-women Gargi College
here last week, police said.

Over 11 police teams were
looking at the technical details
available and also visiting var-
ious sites in NCR to identify
the suspects and investigate
the case, they said.

Many people are being ques-
tioned and multiple suspects
have been identified, the police
said. The Delhi Police on
February 10 registered a case
in connection with the inci-
dent. A group of men had bro-
ken into the institute during
the 'Riverie' fest on February 6
and allegedly groped, harassed
and molested the attendees.

10 ARRESTED
IN GARGI 

CASE 

NIRBHAYA
CONVICT GETS

LAWYER 
New Delhi, Feb. 12: A Delhi
court on Wednesday offered a
counsel to Pawan Gupta, one
of the four death row convicts
in the Nirbhaya gang rape and
murder case, saying a con-
demned convict is entitled to
legal aid till his last breath.

Additional session judge
Dharmender Rana expressed
displeasure over delay from
Pawan’s side who said he has
removed his earlier lawyer
and will need time to engage a
new one.

District Legal Services
Authority (DLSA) provided
Pawan’s father with a list of
its empanelled advocates to
chose from.

Pawan has not yet filed a cur-
ative petition — the last and
final legal remedy available to
a person which is decided in-
chamber. He also has the
option of filing a mercy plea.

Nirbhaya’s parents and the
Delhi government had moved
the court on Tuesday seeking
fresh death warrants for the
four convicts after the
Supreme Court granted liber-
ty to the authorities to
approach the trial court for
issuance of fresh date for the
execution of these convicts.

Meanwhile, Nirbhaya’s
mother Asha Devi on
Wednesday protested outside a
trial court premises here over
the delay in hanging of the
four convicts in the gang rape
and murder of her daughter.

New Delhi, Feb. 12: The CISF
has seized `45 lakh worth of for-
eign currency hidden in cooked
meat pieces, peanuts and sealed
biscuit packets from a passenger
at the Delhi airport, officials
said on Wednesday.

Five hundred and eight crisp
currency notes were recovered
from the eatables.

The unique modus operandi of
currency smuggling came to
light on Tuesday evening when
security personnel intercepted
Murad Ali, 25, on the basis of

his “suspicious” behaviour
when he reached Terminal-3 of
the Indira Gandhi International
Airport to board an Air India
flight to Dubai.

“On physical checking of the
passenger's baggage, a high vol-
ume of foreign currency was
found concealed in cooked mut-
ton pieces, peanuts, biscuit
packets and other eatables,”
CISF spokesperson Assistant
Inspector General Hemendra
Singh said.

“This is a unique and peculiar

way of concealing foreign cur-
rency for smuggling,” Singh
said. A video of the interception
provided by the force showed
the security personnel cracking
peanuts, unzipping sealed bis-
cuit packets and digging into
oily meat pieces to extract an
assortment of Saudi Riyal,
Qatari Riyal, Kuwaiti Dinar,
Omani Riyal and Euro rolled
and wrapped neatly inside.

The passenger has been hand-
ed over to Customs authorities. 

— PTI

`45L hidden in peanuts, seized

Chacko blames
Sheila, faces flak
Sharmishtha questions PC for praising AAP

New Delhi, Feb. 12: Arvind
Kejriwal’s new cabinet is
unlikely to have fresh faces
as he is expected to retain all
six incumbent ministers, top
sources in the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) said on
Wednesday. 

Speculation was rife over
inclusion of Oxford-educated
Atishi and Rajiv Chadha, a
prominent young face of the
party, in the new cabinet.
However, sources told PTI
that the AAP chief is unlike-
ly to tinker with the existing
combination and is set to
retain all the incumbent
ministers. 

Kejriwal will take oath as
chief minister of Delhi for a
second straight five-year
term at the Ramlila Ground
on February 16. 

At a press conference, sen-
ior AAP leader Manish
Sisodia said all the cabinet
ministers of the new govern-
ment will take oath along
with Kejriwal. 

“The Aam Aadmi Party
chief feels that retaining
ministers in the outgoing
dispensation, whose works
have won the party a second
term, is the best thing to do,”
a source said. 

Apart from Kejriwal and
Sisodia, the other members
in the outgoing cabinet are
Satyendar Jain, Gopal Rai,
Rajendra Pal Gautam, Imran
Hussain and Kailash Gahlot.
While outgoing deputy chief
minister Sisodia had the edu-
cation, finance, tourism,
women and child develop-
ment portfolios, Jain was
looking after the functioning
of the PWD, health and
industries departments. 

In the outgoing cabinet,
Gopal Rai was the labour
minister, Rajendra Pal
Gautam the social welfare
minister, Hussain food and
civil supplies minister and
Gahlot the transport minis-
ter. Chadha and Atishi will
have a bigger role in the
party and they might also be
given charges of some gov-
ernment-run bodies, an AAP
functionary said. 

“They have played an
important role in strengthen-
ing the party. Both of them
were contributing to the
Delhi government in differ-
ent capacities as advisors
before being removed by the
lieutenant governor, citing
their illegal appointment,”
he said. — PTI

Kejriwal likely to
retain old cabinet 
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Seven people convicted in 2002
post-Godhra riots in Gujarat late
on Tuesday night arrived in
Jabalpur and Indore to do com-
munity service, a condition on
which they were granted bail by
the Supreme Court recently.

While one of them arrived in
Jabalpur, other six convicts
reached Indore, officials said on
Wednesday.

“The seven convicts will work
as volunteers in the Narmada
Kumbh, scheduled to be held

from February 24 to March 3 this
year on the banks of Narmada at
Gwarighat on the outskirts of
Jabalpur,” MP state legal servic-
es authority member Giribala
Singh told reporters here.

According to her, they are
scheduled to do community serv-
ices, meditation drill and spiri-
tual programmes during the
Kumbh, held on the banks of
Narmada every five years, as per
the directive by the apex court.

The Supreme Court last month
granted bail to 15 people who
have been sentenced to life
imprisonment after convicting
them in gruesome killing of 23

people who were burnt to death
in Ode in Gujarat’s Anand dis-
trict, on the condition that they
do community services.

Seven of them arrived in MP to
do community service.

The seven convicts would also
work as volunteers in the
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, at old
age homes and would take care
of patients who have no one to
look after them in the hospitals,
she said.

They may also be engaged in
the works of the Smart City proj-
ect being undertaken in some
cities in MP to enable them to
earn money, Ms Singh said.

7 Godhra riot convicts arrive
in MP for community service

Puducherry, Feb 12: The
Congress-ruled Puducherry on
Wednesday became the first
Union Territory in the country
to adopt an Assembly resolution
against the controversial CAA,
saying the law was “totally
opposed to the principles of secu-
larism” and demanding its with-
drawal.

Similar Assembly resolutions
had been adopted by Congress-
ruled Rajasthan, Punjab and
Chhattisgarh, as also Kerala and
West Bengal, whose Chief
Ministers Pinarayi Vijayan and
Mamata Banerjee respectively
are in the forefront of the move-
ments against the Citizenship
Amendment Act.

Amidst an Opposition boycott,
the one-day special session of the
Union Territory Assembly adopt-
ed the resolution tabled by Chief
Minister V. Narayanasamy, who

chose to ignore Lt Governor
Kiran Bedi’s missive against the
move. Bedi in a letter on Monday
had said the Act passed by
Parliament is applicable to the
Union territory and “cannot be
questioned or deliberated in any
manner.” 

Later making an intervention
when two ministers accused Bedi
of ‘hampering’ implementation
of government decisions,
Narayansamy said he opened her
letter only now and it only con-
tained what she had already
shared with media, asking him
not to table the anti-Citizenship
Amendment Act resolution. 

Wondering how a letter marked
‘confidential’ was circulated to
media, he asserted the legisla-
ture was an independent author-
ity and none can intrude into its
rights and privileges.

— PTI

Puducherry too adopts
resolution against CAA

Congress general secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra interacts with a
girl while meeting Muslim women who have been agitating against
the CAA and NRC, at Bilariyaganj in Azamgarh on Wednesday. — PTI


