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NATION

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Tuesday: Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning
likely over  isolated parts over Arunachal Pradesh.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....28.4....16.5 Kozhikode....................—....35.4....24.4

Ahmedabad...........—....34.0....19.1 Kurnool .......................—....35.5....19.7

Aizawl...................—....20.3........ — Lucknow......................—....27.7....12.2

Allahabad..............—....28.1....10.2 Madurai .......................—....35.6....20.6

Bengaluru .............—....32.6....17.2 Mangaluru ...................—....35.7....24.0

Bhopal ..................—....29.4....10.8 Mumbai .......................—....38.1....19.8

Bhubaneswar.........—....31.8....19.8 Mysuru ........................—....32.4....18.3

Chandigarh ...........—....25.5....19.2 New Delhi ...................—....26.7......9.0

Chennai ................—....32.0....20.6 Patna ..........................—....26.6....12.0

Coimbatore ...........—....34.2....19.9 Port Blair.....................—....29.4....21.1

Dehradun ..............—....25.8....10.0 Puducherry ..................—....32.0....20.6

Gangtok................—....13.7......8.4 Pune............................—....34.1....18.3

Goa.......................—....36.5....22.2 Raipur .........................—....31.0....15.2

Guwahati ..............—....28.4....14.4 Ranchi .........................—....27.6....10.1

Hubballi ................—....33.0....19.0 Shillong.......................—....17.0......7.9

Hyderabad ............—....33.6....17.5 Shimla.........................—....17.2......6.2

Imphal ..................—....25.3......8.9 Srinagar.......................—....16.8.... -1.2

Jaipur ...................—....31.0....12.4 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....34.9....24.2

Kochi ....................—....33.6....25.0 Tiruchi.........................—....35.0....19.8

Kohima .................—....15.6......7.4 Vijayawada ..................—....33.2....20.6

Kolkata .................—....29.8....16.9 Visakhapatnam .............—....29.9....22.6

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants  in  the  air  you  are  breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 4.00
p.m., Guwahati, Assam
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
362 indicating a hazardous
level of pollution. In
contrast, Maihar, Madhya
Pradesh recorded a healthy
AQI score of 47

Ahmedabad..... 64 .69 21 ....74 .104 ....*

Bengaluru ....... 10 .61 67 ..143 ...61 ....*

Chennai .......... 52 .23 37 ....72 .....— ....*

Delhi .............. 29 .59 53 ..393 .353 ....*

Hyderabad ...... 21 .46 29 ..136 .....— ....*

Kolkata........... 22 128 23 ..279 .298 ....*

Lucknow ......... ..6 .66 28 ..363 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... 18 .97 38 ..231 .304 ....*

Pune............... 66 .94 86 ....83 ...79 ....*

Visakhapatnam ..7 .54 41 ....67 ...98 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2:  Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2:  Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5  &  PM10:  Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

Over a fi��fth of India’s bird di
versity,  ranging  from  the
Shorttoed  Snake  Eagle  to
the Sirkeer Malkoha, has suf
fered  strong  longterm  de
clines over a 25year period,
while  more  recent  annual
trends point to a drastic 80%
loss among several common
birds, a new scientifi��c report
jointly released by 10 organi
sations said on Monday.

The State of  India’s Birds
2020 (SoIB) assessment rais
es  the  alarm  that  several
spectacular  birds,  many  of
them  endemic  to  the  sub
continent,  face  a  growing
threat  from  loss  of  habitat
due  to  human  activity,  wi
despread presence of toxins,
including pesticides; hunting
and  trapping  for  the  pet
trade.  Diminishing  popula
tion sizes of many birds be
cause  of  one  factor  brings
them closer to extinction be
cause  of  the  accelerated  ef

fects  of  others,  the  report
warned. For every bird spe
cies that was found to be in
creasing in numbers over the
long  term,  11  have  suff��ered
losses,  some
catastrophically.

Rare urban sparrows
Of 101 species categorised as
being  of  High  Conservation
Concern — 59 based on range
and abundance and the rest
included from highrisk birds
on  the  IUCN  (International
Union  for  Conservation  of
Nature) Red List — endemics
such  as  the  Rufousfronted
Prinia, Nilgiri Thrush, Nilgiri
Pipit and Indian vulture were
confi��rmed  as  suff��ering  cur
rent  decline,  and  all  except
13 had a restricted or highly
restricted  range,  indicating
greater vulnerability to man
made threats.

Among widely known spe
cies,  the  common  sparrow,
long seen as declining in ur
ban spaces, has a stable pop

ulation overall, although the
data  from major cities  such
as  Mumbai,  Delhi,  Kolkata,
Bengaluru,  Hyderabad  and
Chennai  confi��rm  the  view
that  they have become rare
in  cities  and  urban  areas.
Among the possible reasons
for this is a decrease in insect
populations as well as nest

ing  places,  but  there  is  no
conclusive  evidence  in  the
scientifi��c literature on radia
tion from mobile phone tow
ers playing a part.

The  SoIB  was  produced
using a base of 867 species,
and  analysed  with  the  help
of  data  uploaded  by  bird
watchers  to  the online plat

form,  eBird.  Adequate  data
on how birds fared over a pe
riod  of  over  25  years  (long
term trend) are available on
ly for 261 species. Current an
nual  trends  are  calculated
over a fi��veyear period.

Looking  at  the  health  of
avifauna based on scientifi��c
groupings  such  as  raptors
(birds of prey), habitat, diet,
migratory status and endem
icity (exclusively found in an
area), the analysis concludes
that raptors overall are in de
cline,  with  ‘open  country’
species such as the Pallid and
Montagu  Harriers,  White
bellied  Sea  Eagle  and  Red
necked Falcon suff��ering the
most. 

The  severe  longterm  de
cline  of  vultures,  recorded
and analysed for years now,
is underscored by the report. 

Migratory  shorebirds,
along  with  gulls  and  terns,
seem  to  have  declined  the
most among waterbirds, the
report states, consistent with

population  trends  among
Arcticbreeding  shorebirds
based  on  independent  as
sessments. 

Habitats need help
Forwardlooking actions sug
gested by the report include
an update to the Red List of
endangered  species  pu
blished  by  IUCN  using  the
SoIB, collaborative research
by scientists and citizens and
urgent emphasis on habitats
of  species  of  high  concern,
notably  grasslands,  scru
blands,  wetlands  and  the
Western Ghats. 

Suhel  Quader,  a  member
of the SoIB team, noted that
the  report  was  a  fi��rst  step
and an assessment of trends
rather than causes. “Habitat
loss  and  fragmentation  are
known causes of species de
clines, but targeted research
is needed to pinpoint causes
of decline”, he said.

India’s bird population suff��ers longterm decline
Joint study by 10 bodies blames growing threat from loss of habitat, widespread presence of toxins, hunting and trapping

G. Ananthakrishnan

CHENNAI 

Facing threats: Nilgiri Pipit, a species of High Conservation
Concern is currently suff��ering a decline. * FILE PHOTO

BIRD WATCHING A DATA POINT

Fire breaks out at GST
Bhavan in Mazgaon
MUMBAI

Several important documents

were damaged in a massive

fire that broke out at GST

Bhavan in Mazgaon on

Monday morning. No casualty

was reported.

IN BRIEF

Former Chief Secretary
held in ₹��640 crore scam
AGARTALA

Former Tripura Chief

Secretary Y.P. Singh — a key

accused in the ₹��640 crore

PWD scam of 2008 — was on

Monday arrested from

Ghaziabad in Delhi NCR. He

was the Principal Secretary of

the PWD when the graft

allegedly occurred.

Chief of Defence Staff�� (CDS)
General  Bipin  Rawat  on
Monday  spelled  out  a  road
map  for  restructuring  the
Armed  Forces  that  would
holistically  counter  threats
along the borders with Chi
na and Pakistan as well as in
the Indian Ocean, backed by
logistical  agreements  with
other countries.

General  Rawat  said  that
an  Indian  Oceancentered
Peninsular Command, possi
bly  formed  by  merging  the
Eastern  and  Western  Naval
Commands,  should  start
shaping  up  by  the  end  of
next year.

“Security  of  peninsular
India should be the respon
sibility of one Commander.
Can we integrate the Eastern
and  Western  Naval  Com
mands and call it Peninsular
Command? We will be issu
ing  study  directives  for  the
Peninsular  Command  by
March 31,” Gen. Rawat  said
in an interaction with media
persons here on Monday.

The study will look at ear

marking some assets of  the
Army  and  the  IAF  for  de
ployment  under  the  Penin
sular Command. 

Gen.  Rawat  pointed  out
that the Chief of Naval Staff��
must  look  at  the  “big  pic
ture”, and stressed that the
“Indian Ocean region is one
entity”. 

Military diplomacy
He added that military diplo
macy  also  must  be  priori
tised  —  an  observation  that
coincided  with  the  depar
ture of the Naval Chief, Ad
miral  Karambir  Singh,  to
Myanmar on Monday.

Gen. Rawat said India has
signed  several  logistics
agreements  with  a  number
of  countries,  which  should

be leveraged for operational
turnaround.  “We  will  work
with other Navies to see how
we can work with them...for
logistical  support,”  he  ob
served. 

Elaborating on triservice
theatre commands, General
Rawat  said  that one or  two
theatre commands will man
the border with China. With
Pakistan as the focus on the
western front, he said, “Jam
mu and Kashmir should be a
separate  theatre,  including
the  IB  (International  Boun
dary) part. Balance of West
ern  theatre  is  another
command.”

The CDS clarifi��ed that the
Navy  should  focus  on  sub
marines, and a third aircraft
carrier  was  not  an  imme
diate priority. In response to
a question on the IAF’s ten
der for 114 fi��ghter jets, Gen.
Rawat  said,  “It  has  to  be
staggered.”

He added that the govern
ment  was  not  inclined  to
look at single bigticket pur
chases.  “I  feel  you  should
never  go  in  for  large  num
bers in one go,” he said.

Dinakar Peri

NEW DELHI

General Bipin Rawat

Peninsular command by next
year end, says General Rawat 

Five  years  after  it  started
the ‘Station’ programme to
bring  free  public  WiFi  to
400  busiest  railway  sta
tions  in  India,  Google  has
decided to gradually wind
down  the  service  globally
as it believes that better da
ta  plans  and  improving
mobile  connectivity  have
made  it  “simpler  and
cheaper”  for  users  to  get
online.

However, users in India
will be able to continue us
ing the existing facilities at
the  over  400  stations  via
RailTel, Google’s partner in
India  for  the  programme.
The  technology  giant  said
that  through  the  year
2020, it would be working
with its partners to transi
tion  existing  sites  so  that
they  could  remain  useful
resources  for  the
community.

The  programme  was
kickstarted in India in 2015
as  a  partnership  between
Google,  Indian  Railways
and  RailTel  to  bring  fast
and free public WiFi. 

Google to 
end ‘Station’
programme 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The  Shivpuri  police  have
registered a case against 14
forest offi��cials for allegedly
shooting dead a Dalit man,
while his family fi��lled water
from a hand pump near a
forest  post,  in  the  district
on Sunday. 

The  Forest  Department
claims that when a patroll
ing  team  reached  a  forest
post at Fatehpur village to
remove  an  encroachment
by the victim,villagers pelt
ed  stones  on  them,
prompting the fi��ring of pel
lets. 

The victim’s family alleg
es the offi��cials fi��red at them
during a scuffl��e that broke
out  over  drawing  water
from  a  hand  pump  in  the
village. 

“An  FIR  (First  Informa
tion  Report)  has  been  re
gistered against ten identi
fi��ed  persons  and  others
who  are  unnamed,”  said
R.S. Chandel, Shivpuri Su
perintendent of Police. 

“The  victim  suff��ered
more  than  50  pellet
wounds,” he said.

14 offi��cials
booked for
death of Dalit

Staff reporter

Bhopal

An IAF offi��cer, undertaking
a military course at a  Japa
nese institute, has been de
tained  by  the  police  in  To
kyo following a complaint of
misconduct by a woman, of

fi��cial sources said. The Wing
Commander  was  detained
on February 6 and his fami
ly  has  approached  a  local
court to secure his release.

The  allegations  against
the offi��cer are not known at
present. 

IAF offi��cer detained over
allegations of harrasment
Press Trust of India

Tokyo

The  government  has  un
veiled  a  programme  to  re
search  on  ‘indigenous’
cows. To be funded by mul
tiple  scientifi��c  ministries,
the initiative, SUTRA PIC, is
led  by  the  Department  of
Science  and  Technology
(DST). 

It has the Department of
Biotechnology,  the  Council
of  Scientifi��c  and  Industrial
Research,  the  Ministry  for
AYUSH  (Ayurveda,  Unani,
Siddha,  Homoeopathy)
among  others  and  the  In
dian Council of Medical Re
search as partners. 

Five themes
SUTRA PIC or Scientifi��c Util
isation  Through  Research
AugmentationPrime  Pro
ducts  from  Indigenous
Cows, has fi��ve themes: Un
iqueness  of  Indigenous
Cows, Primeproducts from
Indigenous  Cows  for  Medi
cine and Health, Primepro
ducts from Indigenous Cows
for  Agricultural  Applica
tions, Primeproducts from
Indigenous  Cows  for  Food

and  Nutrition,  Primepro
ducts  from  indigenous
cowsbased utility items, ac
cording to a concept note on
the DST website. 

Researchers  from  aca
demic organisations as well
as  “capable  voluntary  or
ganisations (NGOs) active in
India with proven record of
accomplishment  in  execut
ing  S&Tbased  R&D  pro
jects,” were invited to apply
for funding.

Milk derivatives
“The  proposals  under  this
theme  should  aim  to  per
form  scientifi��c  research  on
complete  characterisation
of  milk  and  milk  products
derived from Indian indige
nous  cows;  scientifi��c  re
search  on  nutritional  and
therapeutic  properties  of
curd  and  ghee  prepared
from  indigenous  breeds  of
cows  by  traditional  meth
ods;  development  of  stan
dards  for  traditionally  pro
cessed  dairy  products  of
Indianorigin cow,” says the
22page note explaining the
objectives  of  the
programme.

Govt. plans research 
on ‘indigenous’ cows

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

Under study: Scientifi��c research will be carried out milk
products derived from Indian indigenous cows. * FILE PHOTO

Law Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad, in a letter to Rajya
Sabha member and Maru
malarchi  Dravida  Munne
tra Kazhagam chief Vaiko,
said that though the matter
of  setting  up  a  Southern
Bench  of  the  Supreme
Court of India is pending in
the top court, the issue has
so far not found favour.

The letter, dated Febru
ary 12, responded to a qu
ery raised by Mr. Vaiko  in
Parliament,  in  which  he
asked if a Bench of the Su
preme Court can be set up
in south India. “According
to Article 130 of the Consti
tution, the Supreme Court
shall sit  in Delhi or in any
other place or places as the
Chief Justice of India may,
with  the  approval  of  the
President  of  India,  from
time to  time, appoint. Re
presentations  have  been
received  at  various  times
from  various  quarters  for
the  establishment  of
Benches  of  the  Supreme
Court  in  various  parts  of
the  country,”  Mr.  Prasad
said in his letter. 

“I would like to state that
the  idea  of  a  separate
Bench  of  the  Supreme
Court outside Delhi has not
found  favour  with  the  Su
preme Court of India. The
Attorney General of India,
from time to time, was also
consulted  and  had  also
posed the idea of Regional
Benches  of  the  Supreme
Court,” Mr. Prasad said  in
his reply. 

Southern
Bench of SC
not favoured:
Prasad

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Six killed as car falls 
into gorge in Uttarkashi
DEHRADUN

Six persons were killed and

one child is missing when the

car they were travelling fell

into a gorge in Uttarkashi

district of Uttarakhand on

Monday, police said. The car,

with seven passengers on

board, fell into the gorge in

Nalupani area. PTI


