
CM
YK

A ND-NDE

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

THE HINDU DELHI

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2020 9
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

NATION

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Wednesday: Dense fog likely in isolated parts over
Odisha. Under the infl��uence of western disturbance over Kashmir
& neighbourhood infl��uence, light isolated to scattered rainfall is
likely  to  occur  over  the  western  Himalayan  region  during  the
next two days.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....30.0....14.0 Kozhikode....................—....34.0....24.0

Ahmedabad...........—....35.0....18.0 Kurnool .......................—....36.0....20.0

Aizawl...................—....20.0....10.0 Lucknow......................—....28.0....13.0

Allahabad..............—....29.0....11.0 Madurai .......................—....34.0....22.0

Bengaluru .............—....31.0....16.0 Mangaluru ...................—....37.0....22.0

Bhopal ..................—....30.0....12.0 Mumbai .......................—....37.0....23.0

Bhubaneswar.........—....33.0....17.0 Mysuru ........................—....32.0....17.0

Chandigarh ...........—....26.0......9.0 New Delhi ...................—....27.0....10.0

Chennai ................—....32.0....20.0 Patna ..........................—....27.0....14.0

Coimbatore ...........—....33.0....20.0 Port Blair.....................—....30.0....22.0

Dehradun ..............—....26.0....10.0 Puducherry ..................—....32.0....20.0

Gangtok................—....14.0......9.0 Pune............................—....33.0....17.0

Goa.......................—....37.0....22.0 Raipur .........................—....31.0....15.0

Guwahati ..............—....27.0....14.0 Ranchi .........................—....28.0....12.0

Hubballi ................—....33.0....19.0 Shillong.......................—....17.0......7.0

Hyderabad ............—....33.0....17.0 Shimla.........................—....21.0......8.0

Imphal ..................—....25.0......8.0 Srinagar.......................—....15.0.... -1.0

Jaipur ...................—....31.0....12.0 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....35.0....23.0

Kochi ....................—....34.0....25.0 Tiruchi.........................—....33.0....19.0

Kohima .................—....16.0......7.0 Vijayawada ..................—....34.0....21.0

Kolkata .................—....29.0....19.0 Visakhapatnam .............—....30.0....23.0

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at
4.00 p.m., Guwahati, Assam
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
386 indicating a severe
level of pollution. In
contrast, Amaravati, Andhra
Pradesh recorded a healthy
AQI score of 62.

Ahmedabad..... .79 ...— 18 . 195 .187 ....*

Bengaluru ....... .15 .36 71 ... 66 ...91 ....*

Chennai .......... ...8 .33 44 . 110 .....— ....*

Delhi .............. .66 .72 .— . 321 .311 ....*

Hyderabad ...... ...4 .81 30 . 129 .126 ....*

Kolkata........... .15 .82 27 . 300 .287 ....*

Lucknow ......... ...9 .58 40 . 286 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... .19 101 36 . 226 .283 ....*

Pune............... 102 .40 88 . 205 .151 ....*

Visakhapatnam ...8 .59 49 ... 75 .112 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

Deforestation is so rapid that
before  anyone  knows  eve
rything will be lost, Chief Jus
tice of India Sharad A. Bobde
said  on  Tuesday,  voicing
concern  over  the  loss  of
green cover.

A threejudge  Bench,  led
by  the  the  Chief  Justice
Bobde,  was  hearing  a  peti
tion challenging  the cutting
of heritage trees in West Ben
gal  to  create  space  for  an
overbridge  in  an  accident
prone area of a highway.

Advocate Prashant Bhush

an, for the petitioner, agreed
that in another 50 years, the
eff��ects  of  climate  change
might  take  a  turn  for  the
worse.

‘Greed and profi��t’
Chief  Justice  Bobde  did  not
hold back while condemning
humanity’s  tendency  to
abuse  natural  resources  for
greed and profi��t.

“I  understand  you  don’t
have the brains to build new
ones  [water  conservation
systems],  but  you  are  also
destroying  what  is  there,”
said Justice Bobde. 

The  court  said  the  green
cover must be preserved. 

“People are not willing to
explore  alternatives.  There
could  be  a  way  to  create  a

path  without  cutting  trees,
though  it  might  be  a  little
more  expensive,”  Chief  Jus
tice Bobde said with the refe
rence  to  the  overbridge
project.

A tree’s value
The Bench even considered
taking on board economists
and environmentalists to es
timate  the  value  of  a  tree,
factoring in the value of the
quantum of oxygen  it emits
in its lifetime.

“When you cut a heritage
tree, imagine the value of the
oxygen the tree produced all

these years. Compare it with
how  much  you  would  have
to  pay  for  the  equivalent
amount  of  oxygen  if  you
have to buy it from somewh
ere else,” Chief Justice Bobde
had  observed  at  an  earlier
hearing.

Mr. Bhushan had suggest
ed a change in the alignment
of  the  project  or  even  an
underbridge.

Senior  advocate  A.M.
Singhvi, for West Bengal, had
said the State had discussed
the  issue  for  18  months  be
fore  deciding  on  cutting  as
few trees as possible. 

SC voices concern over deforestation 
The court was hearing a plea challenging cutting of old trees for an overbridge in West Bengal

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Gross  box  offi��ce  receipts
crossed  the  ₹��10,000  crore
mark  for  the  fi��rst  time  in
2019,  making  it  a  historic
year for cinema in India, ac
cording  to  Mumbaibased
media  consulting  fi��rm  Or
max Media’s Indian Box Of
fi��ce Report 2019.

Total  gross  earnings
across all languages rose al
most 12% last year to ₹��10,948
crore,  from  ₹��9,810  crore  in
2018,  according  to  the  re
port.  The  reduction  in  GST
slabs  also  helped  boost  net
earnings  at  an  even  faster
pace of 19% to ₹��9,490 crore.

Ironically,  the  biggest
gainer was Hollywood, with
its productions registering a
31% jump in gross collections
(across all languages, in ori
ginal as well as dubbed ver
sions)  to  touch  an  alltime
high of ₹��1,595 crore. This al
so helped  it overtake Tamil

and  Telugu  to  the  number
two spot in terms of earnings
after Hindi. 

Till  last  year,  Hindi  had
led the race followed by Ta
mil and Telugu, with Holly
wood placed fourth. The big
gest  fi��lm  in  India  last  year
was  the  Marvel  superhero
movie  Avengers: Endgame
that grossed ₹��433 crore in all
the language versions. It was
followed by three more fi��lms
that went beyond the covet
ed  ₹��300  crore  fi��gure  —  the
Hrithik  RoshanTiger  Shroff��
bromance War (₹��357 crore),
multilingual  action  thriller
Saaho (₹��349 crore) and  the

controversial  Kabir Singh
(₹��321 crore).

Bollywood on top
Hollywood also increased its
box offi��ce share. While Hindi
led  with  44%  of  the  gross
domestic  box  offi��ce,  Holly
wood  (in  all  language  ver
sions) stood second with 15%
share, followed by Tamil and
Telugu at 13% each.

Besides  Avengers: End-
game, The Lion King did well
for  Hollywood  with  ₹��184
crore gross box offi��ce earn
ings  across  all  language
versions.

Shailesh Kapoor, CEO and

founder  of  Ormax  Media,
points at the increasing suc
cess of multilingual cinema. 

“Saaho got  60%  of  its
earnings from the Hindi than
the  Telugu  or  Tamil  ver
sions,” said Mr. Kapoor. Telu
gu fi��lm  Sye Raa Narasimha
Reddy, dubbed and simulta
neously  released  in  Hindi,
Kannada, Malayalam and Ta
mil,  featured  in  the  top  10.
“It shows that the success of
Baahubali was not one off��,”
said Mr. Kapoor. “Hindi fi��lm
industry will continue to get
challenged  by  dubbed  ver
sions of the South and Holly
wood fi��lms,” he added. 

Box offi��ce receipts cross ₹��10,000 cr. 
Hollywood big
gainer with 31%
rise in collections

Namrata Joshi

Mumbai

A special court on Tuesday
allowed  Congress  MP  Karti
Chidambaram  to  travel  to
the U.K. and France with the
condition  that  he  would
provide a copy of his itiner
ary to the Central Bureau of
Investigation  (CBI)  before
leaving.

On  Friday,  the  Supreme
Court  had  granted  permis
sion to Mr. Karti to travel to
the two countries in Febru
ary  for  attending  a  tennis
tournament,  subject  to  the
compliance  of  conditions
imposed  earlier.  Last  year,
he was allowed to go abroad
after  depositing  ₹��10  crore
with the Supreme Court.

Mr.  Karti  submitted  be

fore the special court that he
had  to  meet  his  daughter
and her tutors at the Univer
sity  of  Cambridge  in  the
U.K., and that he also had a
business meeting to attend.
The  CBI  opposed  the  re
quest,  submitting  that  the
reasons  stated  were  not
backed by evidence.

Special court allows 
Karti to travel abroad 
He was told to submit itinerary to CBI

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Karti Chidambaram

Bengali actor-politician 
Tapas Paul passes away
KOLKATA

Veteran Bengali actor and

Trinamool Congress leader

Tapas Paul passed away in

Mumbai on Tuesday due to

cardiac arrest. He was 61.

Paul was elected to the Lok

Sabha in 2009 and 2014 on a

Trinamool Congress ticket. In

2016, he was arrested by the

CBI in connection with the

multicrore Rose Valley scam. 

IN BRIEF

GoAir flight aborts 
take-off after bird hit 
MUMBAI

A GoAir flight to Bengaluru

had to abort takeoff

following a bird hit, which

caused a minor fire in an

engine and damaged a fan

blade, at the Sardar Vallabhai

Patel International Airport in

Ahmedabad on Tuesday. The

passengers and the crew

deplaned safely.

Bengali question paper
leaked during exam 
KOLKATA

Purported images of the

Bengali question paper went

viral on WhatsApp soon after

the first language

examination of the Class 10

State Boards began on

Tuesday. However, WBBSE

president Kalyanmoy Ganguly

denied the claims and said

the exams were conducted

smoothly. PTI

Iltija Javed, the daughter of
the  former  Jammu  and
Kashmir  Chief  Minister
Mehbooba  Mufti,  said  on
Tuesday that the Centre was
not able to handle the con
sequences of the revocation
of Article 370, and the erst
while  State  was  grappling
with “an economic, psycho
logical  and  emotional
crisis”.

The Jammu and Kashmir
police  booked  Ms.  Mufti,  a
former ally of the BJP, under
the  stringent  Public  Safety
Act (PSA) on February 7 af
ter  detaining  her  for  six
months in a subsidiary jail.

“This is not the country I
grew up in. I am a proud In
dian but we are now becom
ing  a  Hindu  Pakistan.  The
discourse  has  fallen  so  lo
w...I have full respect for the
Prime Minister. Either he is
being misled or wilfully mis
leading  the  country,”  Ms.
Javed said, addressing jour
nalists  at  the  Indian  Wo

men’s Press Corps.
She said she did not have

any plan to take the political
plunge yet.

“I will not say Kashmiris
are not angry with my moth
er or other political parties,
but they are angrier with the
government. Today, I will do
a salaam to  [Union  Home
Minister]  Amit  Shah  if  he
goes to Kashmir and roams
around  freely.  Ordinary
Kashmiris  blame  him  for
spearheading  the  action  in
Kashmir,” Ms. Javed said. 

Ms. Javed also apologised
for  the  “pain  and  trauma
that Kashmiri Pandits went
through”.

India is becoming a
Hindu Pakistan: Iltija 
‘Centre unable to handle the situation’ 

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Iltija Javed

Indian Railways and Union
government  have  en
hanced funds for Telanga
na by “10 times” in the last
fi��ve years for taking up or
completing  many  railway
works including new lines,
trains, passenger amenities
and  others,  said  Union
Railways  &  Industries  Mi
nister  Piyush  Goyal  on
Tuesday.

“The funds allocated in
201415  was  ₹��258  crore  fi��
nalised  by  then  UPA  go
vernment  whereas  it  is
₹��2,602 crore in 202021 just
for TS projects,” he assert
ed at the launchcumdedi
cation  ceremony  of  many
projects in the State. 

Mr.  Goyal  appeared
piqued  at  State  Animal
Husbandry Minister T. Sri
nivas Yadav urging the Rail
ways to “shed North India
bias”  and  “also  look  at
south  India”  for  railway
projects during his speech
at the function earlier.

Hiked funds
for Telangana,
says Centre
Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD 

Railways cracks down on
illegal ticketing software
NEW DELHI

In a relief for train travellers,

the Railways on Tuesday

claimed that it had arrested

at least 60 people since

December as part of a

crackdown on illegal

software that allowed agents

to book thousands of tatkal

tickets within seconds of

bookings being opened

making it virtually impossible

for genuine travellers to get

Tatkal bookings.


