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NATION

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Sunday: Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning
very likely at isolated places over Odisha, north coastal Andhra
Pradesh and Yanam.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....26.5....12.2 Kozhikode....................—....35.0....24.0

Ahmedabad...........—....27.0....10.6 Kurnool .......................—....39.4....22.2

Aizawl...................—....16.8......7.0 Lucknow......................—....31.9......7.3

Allahabad..............—....25.0......7.6 Madurai .......................—....34.5....21.6

Bengaluru .............—....32.8....18.8 Mangaluru ...................—....32.0....22.2

Bhopal ..................—........ —......9.8 Mumbai .......................—....13.2........ —

Bhubaneswar.........—....27.9....16.6 Mysuru ........................—........ —....20.4

Chandigarh ...........—....16.4......7.0 New Delhi ...................—....19.9......5.7

Chennai ................—....31.7....22.9 Patna ..........................—....23.2......7.9

Coimbatore ...........—....32.9....21.5 Port Blair.....................—....29.9....25.1

Dehradun ..............—....21.7......7.1 Puducherry ..................—....30.9....22.6

Gangtok................—....15.5......5.5 Pune............................—....29.7....12.3

Goa.......................—....29.9....19.5 Raipur .........................—....24.6....15.0

Guwahati ..............—....19.8....12.5 Ranchi .........................—....22.4......7.3

Hubballi ................—....31.0....16.0 Shillong.......................—....15.8......4.2

Hyderabad ............—....30.7....19.4 Shimla.........................—......7.6.... -2.0

Imphal ..................—....18.4......5.5 Srinagar.......................—....10.0.... -2.5

Jaipur ...................—....22.4......8.8 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....33.9....24.1

Kochi ....................—....31.8....25.2 Tiruchi.........................—....33.5....22.0

Kohima .................—....15.8......5.5 Vijayawada ..................—....31.2....21.6

Kolkata .................—....24.8....13.2 Visakhapatnam .............—....27.5....22.8

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 6.00
p.m., Siliguri, West Bengal
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
321 indicating a dangerous
level of pollution. In
contrast, Amaravathi,
Andhra Pradesh recorded a
healthy AQI score of 46.

Ahmedabad..... 68 .74 47 ..169 .114 ....*

Bengaluru ....... 04 .40 48 ..116 .....— ....*

Chennai .......... 04 .19 16 ....78 .....— ....*

Delhi .............. 17 .47 55 ..306 .220 ....*

Hyderabad ...... ..— 102 .— ....58 ...87 ....*

Kolkata........... 28 .88 14 ....64 .170 ....*

Lucknow ......... 14 ...— 53 ..303 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... 14 115 42 ..125 .204 ....*

Pune............... 92 .30 76 ..152 .115 ....*

Visakhapatnam 07 .33 55 ..109 ...86 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

The fi��rst Air India fl��ight evac
uating  324  Indian  nationals
from  Wuhan,  China  landed
in  Delhi  on  Saturday.  This
came  on  a  day  when  the
death  toll  due  to  the  novel
coronavirus (nCoV) infection
shot  up  to  259,  with  con
fi��rmed  cases  surging  to
11,791.

The  plane,  carrying  211
students, 110 working profes
sionals  and  three  minors
frum Wuhan, reached Delhi
at around 7.30 a.m., a senior
Health offi��cial said.

Even though only asymp
tomatic  Indian  have  been
fl��own  back,  they  will  be
housed in the quarantine fa
cility  in Haryana’s Manesar,
set up by the Indian Army. 

“The Indian Embassy had
informed  the  Indians  that
they would be tested before
the fl��ight and would undergo
a 14day  quarantine  period
after  reaching  India.  They
had been informed that only
asymptomatic  persons
would be brought back. A se
cond Air  India fl��ight  left on
Saturday  afternoon  to  pick
up  other  Indians  in  China,”
said the Health offi��cial.

“The  incoming  Indian
passengers  will  be  quaran

tined  for  14 days at  the  two
Quarantine Centres setup at
Manesar  [managed  by
Armed  Forces  Medical  Ser
vices]  and  Chawla  Camp
[managed by ITBP]. All pro
posed male passengers  [ap
proximately  280]  are  pro
posed to be sent to Manesar
Camp  and  families/females
[approximately  90]  can  be
housed  in  the  ITBP  camp,”
the Health Ministry had said. 

Meanwhile, passengers ar
riving  from  Thailand  and

Singapore  will  also  be
screened at airports, in addi
tion  to  those  coming  from
China  and  Hong  Kong,  for
possible exposure to the vi
rus, the Union Health Minis
try said.

Review meet

The decision was taken at a
highlevel  review  meeting
held  by  Cabinet  Secretary
Rajiv Gauba here on the pre
paredness to deal with the vi
rus  amid  mounting  global

concern  over  increasing
number  of  cases  in  China
and several other countries.

“Apart  from  passengers
coming  from  China  and
Hong Kong, passengers com
ing on fl��ights from Singapore
and  Thailand  shall  also  be
universally  screened  at  the
airports, henceforth,” noted
a statement  issued  by  the
Health Ministry.

A total  of  52,332  passen
gers  from  326  fl��ights  have
been screened as of Saturday

and a total of 97 symptomat
ic  travellers  picked  up  and
referred to the isolation facil
ities. About 98 samples have
been  tested,  of  which  97
have been found to be nega
tive. 

The condition of the med
ical  student  in  Kerala,  who
has been admitted to the iso
lation  ward  of  Thrissur  Go
vernment  Medical  College
Hospital,  is  satisfactory,  ac
cording to Kerala Health Mi
nister K.K. Shylaja.

Indians fl��own in from China quarantined 
324 passengers from Wuhan land in Delhi on special Air India aircraft, shifted to special camps

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Ground check: Passengers being screened by doctors of the Air India's B747, the aircraft that
airlifted Indian nationals from Wuhan, in New Delhi on Saturday. * PTI

The  offi��ce  of  the  Vigilance
Commissioner  and  the
Chairman  of  the  Commis
sionerate of Inquiries will be
relocated  to  Kurnool  from
the  Interim  Government
Complex, Secretariat, locat
ed  at  Velagapudi.  The  go
vernment  has  issued  an  or
der to this eff��ect.

On  administrative

grounds,  orders  have  been
issued  to  shift  the  offi��ce  of
the Vigilance Commissioner
and the offi��ces of the mem
bers of the Commissioner of
Inquiries immediately.

The  Commissionerate  of
Inquiries is the fi��rst govern
ment Department to be shift
ed from the temporary capi
tal  offi��cially,  after  the
government announced  the
establishment  of  the  three

capitals.  The  State  govern
ment  has  announced  to  set
up an executive capital in Vi
sakhapatnam,  a  legislative
capital  in  Amaravati  and  a
judiciary capital in Kurnool.

On  January  20,  the  As
sembly  passed  the  Andhra
Pradesh  Decentralisation
and  Inclusive  Development
of all Regions Bill, 2020, and
the A.P. Capital Region Deve
lopment  Authority  Repeal

Bill,  2020.  They  passed  the
Bills  to  the  A.P.  Legislative
Council,  which  in  turn  re
ferred them to a select com
mittee  after  a  heated  argu
ment. 

Opposing  the  govern
ment’s  move  to  set  up  the
three capitals, villagers have
been organising protests for
the last 46 days. 

The  government  has  re
portedly issued oral instruc

tions to the heads of certain
departments  to  search  for
suitable  places  in  the  pro
posed  executive  and  judici
ary capital areas. 

The  Kurnool  Collector
and  the  EngineerinChief
will take steps in identifying
suitable buildings at Kurnool
to relocate  the offi��ces of  tje
Commissioner  of  Inquiries
and its members, according
to the order. 

A.P. Vigilance Commissioner asked to shift to Kurnool
Chairman of the Commissionerate of Inquiries also to be relocated from the Secretariat at Velagapudi

Staff Reporter

VIJAYAWADA

Over 42 lakh pensioners re
ceived  the  pension  amount
at their houses from the Vil
lage  and  Ward  Volunteers
across  Andhra  Pradesh  on
Saturday under the State go

vernment’s  ‘Intivadhakey
Pension’ programme, a mas
sive  doorstep  pension  dis
bursement programme.

The  YSRCP  government,
as  promised  in  its  election
manifesto,  made  arrange
ments for the delivery of the

pensions at the houses of the
pensioners and began the in
itiative on Saturday.

Chief  Minister  Y.S.  Jagan
Mohan  Reddy,  in  a  tweet,
said  that  the  government
had  given  pensions  to  6.11
lakh new benefi��ciaries. Per

sons  left out could visit  the
nearest  Secretariat  and  ap
ply for the benefi��t, he added.

“I congratulate the village
and  ward  volunteers  who
have made disbursement of
pension  at  doorsteps  possi
ble,” Mr. Jagan tweeted.

A.P. disburses pensions to 42 lakh in their houses
Staff Reporter

VIJAYAWADA 

The  Bhopal  police  on  Sa
turday claimed that the un
approved  removal  of  the
portraits of President Ram
Nath Kovind and Prime Mi
nister Narendra Modi from
the offi��ce of the chairman
of the Madhya Pradesh Ur
du  Academy  by  an  em
ployee  on  Thursday  night
was  “antinational”  and
“could  have  incited  com
munal violence”. 

“The  incident  had  the
potential to incite violence
between Hindus and Mus
lims. It could have led to a
confl��ict.  Moreover,  it  was
antinational,” Sanjeev Ku
mar Chauksey, incharge at
the  T.T.  Nagar  police  sta
tion in Bhopal, said. 

Based on a complaint by
the  academy’s  chairman
Aziz Qureshi, police regis
tered a case under Section
153B(1)(c)  —  Imputations,
assertions  prejudicial  to
nationalintegration; asser
tions  concerning  the  obli
gation of any class of per
sons  likely  to  cause
disharmony — of the Indian
Penal Code. “The accused
is  absconding,”  said  Mr.
Chauksey. However, an of
fi��cial  of  the  Academy,  re
questing  anonymity,
claimed the employee had
been  suspended  and  he
was at his home. 

On  Friday,  former  BJP
MLA Surendra Nath Singh
led scores of workers to the
Academy, managed by the
State’s  Congress  govern
ment,  and  raised  slogans
against  the  State  govern
ment. 

‘Removal of
Modi’s portrait
antinational’ 

Staff reporter

Bhopal
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President  Ram  Nath  Ko
vind rejected the mercy pe
tition  of  the  second  2012
Nirbhaya gang rape convict
Vinay  Kumar  Sharma  on
Saturday.

Hours  later,  the  Centre
moved  the  Delhi  High
Court arguing that the four
death  row  convicts  were
taking the judicial process
for  a  “joyride”  and  were
acting  in  tandem  to  delay
their execution.

Hours  after  Sharma’s
clemency plea was dismis
sed by the President, Aksh
ay Thakur, 31, a third con
vict,  fi��led  his  mercy
petition.  Earlier,  another
convict Mukesh Singh had
fi��led a mercy petition that
was swiftly rejected by the
President.

A trial  court  on  Friday
postponed  the  execution
of the four men scheduled
for 6 a.m. on February 1 in
Tihar jail. The original date
of the hanging was January
22. In the order, the judge
noted  that  if an appeal or
an application  is made by
even one convict, the exe
cution of the death warrant
shall  be  postponed  in  the
case  of  the  coconvicts
also.

Following  the  Centre’s
plea,  the  High  Court
sought the response of the
four convicts, DG (Prisons)
and Tihar Jail authorities. It
will hear the matter again
on Sunday.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta argued that the con
victs  were  testing  eve
ryone’s  patience.  “This
was one of the cases which
shook  the  conscience  of
the nation and the society
is  waiting  for  justice,”  he
said. The Centre contend
ed that the trial court judge
had acted beyond its juris
diction  in  postponing  the
death warrants. 

Nirbhaya 
case convict’s 
plea rejected

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Six Indian students were
prevented from boarding a
special evacuation fl��ight
from Wuhan after their
body temperatures were
found to be higher.

Of the 324 passengers
who fl��ew to Delhi, three
were minors, 211 were
students and were 110
working professionals,
offi��cials said.

Six students
stopped from
boarding fl��ight 

special correspondent

Mumbai


