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NATION

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Monday: Dense  fog  very  likely  at  isolated  places
over Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh and Delhi.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....26.0....10.6 Kozhikode....................—..35.00....24.2

Ahmedabad...........—....27.0....13.2 Kurnool .......................—....32.5....22.2

Aizawl...................—....17.1....16.5 Lucknow......................—....21.8......8.2

Allahabad..............—....24.2......7.7 Madurai .......................—....34.0....22.2

Bengaluru .............—....29.2....17.4 Mangaluru ...................—....33.0....22.2

Bhopal ..................—....22.5......8.3 Mumbai .......................—....32.3....17.7

Bhubaneswar.........—....27.2....17.7 Mysuru ........................—....31.9....17.4

Chandigarh ...........—....18.6......6.0 New Delhi ...................—....19.6....06.5

Chennai ................—....31.8....22.0 Patna ..........................—....22.2....10.6

Coimbatore ...........—....32.9....21.6 Port Blair.....................—....30.4....25.7

Dehradun ..............—....21.2......4.5 Puducherry ..................—....31.6....22.6

Gangtok................—......9.7......4.7 Pune............................—....31.5....15.9

Goa.......................—....29.9....19.2 Raipur .........................—....26.2....14.7

Guwahati ..............—....24.5....11.3 Ranchi .........................—....22.0....09.4

Hubballi ................—....30.0....18.0 Shillong.......................—....14.0....02.4

Hyderabad ............—....29.7....20.7 Shimla.................... 02.2....12.2.... -0.8

Imphal ..................—....20.7......5.4 Srinagar.......................—....09.9.... -4.2

Jaipur ...................—....22.2......8.4 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....33.3....24.3

Kochi ....................—....32.0....25.4 Tiruchi.........................—....33.5....21.0

Kohima .................—....16.0....05.8 Vijayawada ..................—....31.4....22.1

Kolkata .................—....23.7....14.5 Visakhapatnam .............—....28.7....23.0

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 6.00
p.m., Manali, Chennai
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
361 indicating a hazardous
level of pollution. In
contrast, Amaravati, Andhra
Pradesh recorded a healthy
AQI score of 42

Ahmedabad..... 37 .48 24 ..120 .100 ....*

Bengaluru ....... ..— .43 54 ....80 .104 ....*

Chennai .......... 06 .32 16 ....61 .....— ....*

Delhi .............. 10 194 80 ..334 .237 ....*

Hyderabad ...... 02 .55 32 ....89 .102 ....*

Kolkata........... 33 .97 12 ....88 .244 ....*

Lucknow ......... 04 .48 77 ..267 ...48 ....*

Mumbai .......... 14 .45 52 ..201 .218 ....*

Pune............... 92 .30 73 ..155 .114 ....*

Visakhapatnam 10 .32 47 ....51 ...51 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

Social activist Aruna
Roy’s sister dead 
JAIPUR

Manya Jayaram Lindsay,

younger sister of social

activist Aruna Roy, died in

Hitchin, U.K., after suffering

from cancer in recent years.

She had set up the preventive

and curative health structure

at the Social Work and

Research Centre, Tilonia —

widely known as the Barefoot

College — and studied

indigenous people in the U.S.

and Australia, and the

transgender community in

India.

Major security breach 
at Bhopal airport
MUMBAI

In a major security breach at

the Raja Bhoj International

Airport in Bhopal, a youth

entered the highsecurity

tarmac area after scaling the

perimeter wall. Yogendra

Tiwari vandalised a helicopter

parked in a hangar, causing

extensive damage to its front

portion. The intruder then ran

off towards the runway when

the CISF personnel tried to

nab him.

The leader of the rightwing
Vishwa  Hindu  Mahasabha
was  shot  dead  in  the  Uttar
Pradesh  capital  on  Sunday
while he was out on a morn
ing walk. Ranjeet Bachchan,
40, was shot in the head and
his cousin Aditya Srivastava
was injured in the attack by
unidentifi��ed assailants, who
also  snatched  their  mobile
phones,  according  to  Joint
Commissioner of Police Na
veen Arora.

In a complaint registered
with  the  police,  Aditya  Sri
vastava  said:  “I,  along  with
Ranjeet,  went  out  for  a
morning  walk.  At  around  6
a.m.,  on  the  road  outside
Globe  Park,  an  unknown
person who was wrapped in
a shawl  came  from  behind,

and  asked  us  to  hand  over
our  mobile  phones.  After
this,  the  unknown  person
fi��red  at  Ranjeet,  and  also
fi��red at me on my left arm. I
ran from the spot.” 

Police said Bachchan died
on the spot while Srivastava

suff��ered bullet injuries on his
left  hand.  Four  police  per
sonnel,  including  a  subin
spector, were suspended for
laxity and a case has been re
gistered  at  the  Hazratganj
police station in connection
with the  incident which oc

curred near the Collectorate
building, days after Lucknow
came under the Police Com
missioner  system,  aimed  at
improving law and order.

The police released CCTV
footage showing the suspect
and  announced  a  cash  re

ward of ₹��50,000 for informa
tion on the killer. 

According to Akhil Bharat
Hindu Mahasabha president
Swami  Chakrapani,  Bach
chan  was  also  the  working
president of the outfi��t’s Uttar
Pradesh unit. 

CM draws fl��ak
Criticising Chief Minister Yo
gi  Adityanath  for  the  inci
dent,  Swami  Chakrapani
said: “Such incidents throw a
challenge to UP Chief Minis
ter  Yogi  Adityanath.  He
should weigh his options on
whether election campaign
ing  in  other  States  is  more
important or  improving the
law and order of the State.”

JCP Arora said, “As many
as  eight  teams  of  the  crime
branch are working to solve
the case.”

Hindu outfi��t leader shot dead in Lucknow 
Ranjeet Bachchan was killed during his morning walk; four police personnel suspended

Press Trust of India

Lucknow

Early morning attack: The wife of Vishwa Hindu Mahasabha leader Ranjeet Bachchan, who was
shot dead by unidentifi��ed assailants, in Lucknow on Sunday. * PTI

As  tens  of  doctors  quit  the
only governmentrun super
speciality  hospital  for  the
Bhopal gas tragedy survivors
in  20142015,  former  Su
preme  Court  Judge  Faiza
nuddin wrote: “handing ov
er  the  hospital  to  the
Government of India has in
fact  proved  to  be  its  burial
order.” 

After  the  Bhopal  Memo
rial Trust — the custodian of
the Bhopal Memorial Hospi
tal  and  Research  Centre
(BMHRC) for a decade — was
wound  up  in  2010  by  the
court, the former Judge had
called  it  “nobody’s  child”,
before  its  adoption  by  the
Centre. 

On January 22, 13 of the 19
doctors  resigned  from
BMHRC,  managed  by  the
Centre’s  Department  of
Health Research, citing lack
of  promotions  and  infras
tructure,  low  pay  and  fear
ing  loss of seniority  to new

entrants, adding to a “mass
exodus” of experts that has
affl��icted  the  hospital  ever
since the Centre became its
manager. 

The 350bed hospital, ca
tering to the survivors of the
methyl  isocyanide  gas  leak
in 1984 from the Union Car
bide pesticide unit here, has
changed  hands  three  times
in  a  decade.  It  is  set  to  be
tossed  back  as  an  autono
mous institute under the In
dian Council of Medical Re
search  (ICMR),  in  a  bid  to
improve  the  availability  of
doctors by rolling out post
graduate  programmes,  ac
cording to the minutes of a
High  Power  Committee’s
(HPC) meeting on August 13,
2019, perused by The Hindu. 

This is despite the illustra
tion of the ICMR’s ineffi��cacy
in  managing  the  hospital
from  2012  to  2015,  in  the
sixth report of a Monitoring
Committee  headed  by  re
tired  Madhya  Pradesh  High
Court Judge V.K. Agarwal. 

As  on  January  27,  there
are 19 doctors, including the
13  whose  resignations  are
yet  to  be  accepted,  against
57  sanctioned  posts  at  the
hospital,  with  the  strength
just a little over 30% against
the  sanctioned  one.  There
are  just  three  professors
against a sanctioned 18, ac
cording to BMHRC’s data. 

To  facilitate  the  teaching
programmes,  the  hospital
would  be  run  like  the  Sree
Chitra  Tirunal  Institute  for
Medical Sciences and Tech
nology,  an  autonomous  in
stitute  in  Kerala,  which
“would help retain doctors.”
The Centre also plans to con
vert it into an Institute of Ex
cellence. 

“The  ICMR  has  no  expe
rience  in  running  a  hospi
tal,”  said  Rachna  Dhingra,
coordinator, the Internation
al  Campaign  for  Justice  in
Bhopal.  “In  the  minutes,
there  is  no  mention  of  the
survivors. It is all about pro
tecting the doctors”

A long wait for care at hospital
for Bhopal tragedy survivors 
Doctors cite low pay, lack of promotions in govt. facility

Sidharth Yadav

Bhopal

It may appear strange to see
a few  young  doctors  with
stethoscopes  around  their
necks  talking  to relatives of
patients on the use of a par
ticular  herbicide  in  agricul
tural fi��elds. Yet, this can be
seen  regularly  in  the  corri
dors of the Veer Surendra Sai
Institute of Medical Sciences
and  Research  (VIMSAR)
here.

VIMSAR,  a  major  public
healthcare  centre  for  west
ern  Odisha  and  parts  of
Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand,

has  registered  157  deaths,
mostly of farmers, since Sep
tember 2017. The reason be
hind these deaths is the con
sumption  of  Paraquat  —  a
herbicide used in agricultu
ral fi��elds. The tragedy stirred
the conscience of young doc
tors,  forcing  them  into  the
role of medical activists.

Fatal impact
The young doctors have un
dertaken  hunger  strikes,
sent missives to their bosses,
tried to sensitise the media,
and  held  discussions  with
farmers’  associations.  To

gether,  they have drawn at
tention to the fatal impact of
Paraquat  —  very  few  have
survived after consuming it.

The  constant  pressure
from the young medicos has
forced the State government
to withdraw its subsidy and
stop the promotion of Paraq
uat. “I cannot forget the epi
sode  when  a  woman
touched my feet, urging me
to save her husband who had
consumed  Paraquat.  It
forced us to come out of our
comfort  zone,”  said  Dr.
Shankar Ramachandani, Se
nior Resident Doctor in VIM

SAR,  who  has  spearheaded
the movement against use of
Paraquat. 

The records say that, bet
ween  September  and  De
cember 2017, as many as 32
persons were admitted with
Paraquat poisoning  to VIM
SAR. Of them, 31 did not sur
vive. 

From September 2019 till
date  only  24  patients  with
Paraquat  poisoning  have
been  admitted  to  VIMSAR.
Of  them,  17  died  while  six
have  left with  the advice of
doctors,  and  one  person
died outside VIMSAR. 

Doctors turn activists against Paraquat poisoning 
Number of fatalities from the agricultural herbicide has fallen at VIMSAR

Satyasundar Barik

BURLA 

VHP, JDP clash over tribal mass wedding in West Bengal
KOLKATA

Tension erupted in the Aatmail area in the Malda district on

Sunday after activists of the Jharkhand Disom Party (JDP), a

locally powerful party of tribals, blocked the national highway34

protesting against a mass wedding organised by the Viswa Hindu

Parishad (VHP), officials said. The members of the JDP and the

VHP attacked each other leaving a few, including a policeman,

injured. The incident occurred when the JDP members alleged

that the VHP was organising the wedding ignoring their rituals. 

IN BRIEF

Signature campaign
against CAA, NRC
CHENNAI

The DMKled Opposition
parties in Tamil Nadu
kicked off�� a signature
campaign against the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act (CAA), the National
Register of Citizens (NRC)
and the National
Population Register (NPR).
The ruling AIADMK and its
ally, PMK, are responsible 
for all the protests, DMK
president M.K. Stalin said,
launching the campaign 
at Kolathur. 

A wild  elephant  was  res
cued  from  a  ditch  after  a
fi��vehour operation by per
sonnel of the Forest Depart
ment and the Fire Brigade
near  Alarigarh  under  Od
isha’s Berhampur Forest Di
vision on Sunday.

According  to  offi��cials,
around  40  personnel  and
an excavator were used for
the rescue operation. 

The subadult female ele

phant  had  strayed  away
from a 14member herd that
had been travelling through
the elephant corridor near
Alarigarh. 

The  elephant  had  fallen
into  the  ditch  during  the
wee hours of Sunday. 

Local  people  found  the
animal  and  informed  the
Forest offi��cials. 

One side of the ditch was
dug up and fl�attened into a
slope, to enable the strand
ed animal to come out.

Wild elephant rescued
from ditch in Odisha 
5-hour operation to save the animal 

Staff Reporter

BERHAMPUR

Down in the dumps: The subadult female elephant had
strayed away from a 14member herd.  * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Probe launched after
video of attack goes viral 
AGARTALA

Police have launched an

investigation after a video of

a mob mercilessly beating a

young tribal woman in south

Tripura went viral. The

woman was targeted for

allegedly having an

extramarital affair. The

incident took place at

Debbari village in Amarpur on

January 29. 


