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NATION

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Tuesday: Dense fog very likely in isolated parts over
Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh and Delhi.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....24.9......8.0 Kozhikode....................—....34.4....24.4

Ahmedabad...........—....27.8....14.3 Kurnool .......................—....33.4....20.9

Aizawl...................—....17.4......7.9 Lucknow......................—....21.9......7.7

Allahabad..............—....25.3......6.4 Madurai .......................—....34.4....21.0

Bengaluru .............—....29.2....17.2 Mangaluru ...................—....33.0....23.2

Bhopal ..................—....24.4......9.5 Mumbai .......................—....28.8....18.8

Bhubaneswar.........—....26.9....18.0 Mysuru ........................—....31.9....16.9

Chandigarh ...........—....20.4....03.2 New Delhi ...................—....21.4....06.1

Chennai ................—....30.6....22.6 Patna ..........................—....23.2....08.0

Coimbatore ...........—....32.8....21.0 Port Blair.....................—....30.6....24.9

Dehradun ..............—....21.8....05.3 Puducherry ..................—....31.2....21.2

Gangtok................—....10.2....04.0 Pune............................—....32.7....15.9

Goa.......................—....31.2....21.3 Raipur .........................—....22.1....15.4

Guwahati ..............—....24.2......7.2 Ranchi .........................—....23.7....07.0

Hubballi ................—....31.0....19.0 Shillong.......................—....13.7....01.9

Hyderabad ............—....30.7....19.4 Shimla.........................—....13.1....02.5

Imphal ..................—....20.6....03.9 Srinagar.......................—....09.5.... -5.0

Jaipur ...................—....22.4....08.8 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....32.8....23.7

Kochi ....................—....31.6....23.8 Tiruchi.........................—....33.1....21.0

Kohima .................—....16.0....06.4 Vijayawada ..................—....31.5....21.4

Kolkata .................—....24.0....11.5 Visakhapatnam .............—....28.5....23.0

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 6.00
p.m., Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh recorded an overall
air quality index (AQI) score
of 306 indicating a
hazardous level of pollution.
In contrast, Amaravati,
Andhra Pradesh recorded a
healthy AQI score of 47

Ahmedabad..... 48 .55 24 ..112 ...94 ....*

Bengaluru ....... 13 .24 57 ....49 ...70 ....*

Chennai .......... 46 .29 66 ..137 .....— ....*

Delhi .............. 14 .51 64 ..327 .252 ....*

Hyderabad ...... 02 .56 31 ....84 ...94 ....*

Kolkata........... 09 .81 20 ..184 .141 ....*

Lucknow ......... 06 .41 23 ..325 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... 10 .47 57 ..219 .194 ....*

Pune............... 77 .23 74 ..106 ...94 ....*

Visakhapatnam 11 .26 45 ....69 .....— ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

Perarivalan seeks action
against Raj Bhavan PIO
CHENNAI

A.G. Perarivalan, a life convict

in the Rajiv Gandhi

assassination case, has

moved the Tamil Nadu

Information Commission

seeking disciplinary action

against the Public

Information Officer of the Raj

Bhavan for “deliberately” not

furnishing information

sought under the RTI Act. 

IN BRIEF

NCC is an investment in
nation building, says Bedi 
PUDUCHERRY

Paying encomiums to

National Cadet Corps for its

role in nation building,

Lieutenant Governor Kiran

Bedi on Monday said, “NCC is

the national investment to

build the nation.” Interacting

at the Raj Nivas with NCC

cadets from Puducherry, she

said the NCC played a role in

developing leadership quality. 

Woman set ablaze 
by stalker in Wardha
WARDHA 

A 25yearold college teacher

was set ablaze by her stalker

on Monday in Maharashtra’s

Wardha district. The victim,

Ankita Pisudde, suffered 40%

burn and inhalation injuries, a

Wardha police official said,

adding that the woman was

admitted to a hospital in

Nagpur and was in a critical

condition. PTI

1,700 kg of marijuana
seized in Odisha 
BERHAMPUR

The Odisha police on Monday

seized over 1,700 kg of

marijuana from a minitruck in

the Digapahandi area in

Ganjam. The contraband was

being smuggled from

Paralakhemundi in Gajapati

district to Puri. The vehicle

driver, Biswaranjan Biswal of

Balakati near Bhubaneswar,

was arrested. 

The  highest  number  of  wo
men  and  children  who  go
missing  in  the  country  are
from Maharashtra and Mad
hya Pradesh respectively, ac
cording to a study by the Na
tional Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB).  The  two  States  re
corded  the  highest  number
of cases of missing children
and women among all other
States in the years 2016, 2017
and 2018.

In  2019,  the  Supreme
Court had directed the NCRB
to “analyse the data on mis
sing  persons  [especially  on
women  and  children],  so
that areas prone to persons
being traffi��cked can be iden
tifi��ed”. The NCRB study was
based  on  the  annual  Crime
in India Report compiled by

the  agency  for  the  years
2016, 2017 and 2018.

‘Not uniform’
The NCRB said that the study
aims  to  identify  the  areas
where  registered  cases  of
missing persons, specifi��cally
women  and  children,  are

higher  than  in  other  areas.
“The need for the study aris
es because of the fact that in
cidents  of  missing  women
and children are not uniform
across  the  country.  Some
parts  of  the  country  report
higher  incidents  and  such
areas  could  be  one  of  the

source, transit or destination
[sites] for child /women traf
fi��cking,” NCRB said.

According  to  the  report,
the States where the highest
number of women went mis
sing  in  the  three  years  are
Maharashtra,  West  Bengal
and  Madhya  Pradesh.  In

2016, as many as 28,316 wo
men went missing  in Maha
rashtra,  followed  by  29,279
in 2017, and 33,964 in 2018.

In West Bengal, the num
ber  of  missing  women  in
2016,  2017  and  2018  was
24,937,  28,133  and  31,299,
respectively.  Madhya  Pra
desh recorded 21,435, 26,587
and 29,761 missing reports of
women in the three years.

In  201618,  a  total  of
63,407,  63,349  and  67,134
children were reported mis
sing across the country. The
maximum  number  of  mis
sing  reports  were  recorded
in  Maharashtra  and  West
Bengal  in  2016,  2017  and
2018. The study said that in
Madhya Pradesh, Indore re
ported  the  highest  number
of missing children, with 596
in 2017 and 823 in 2018. 

Most missing women from Maharashtra, M.P.
States record highest number of missing children and women cases in 2016, 2017 and 2018

Vijaita Singh

New Delhi

The Supreme Court on Mon
day sought a response from
the  Centre  and  States  on
measures  taken  to  prevent
children  from  falling  into
abandoned  or  open
borewells.

A Bench  led  by  Justice
Arun  Mishra  issued  notice
on a petition fi��led by advo
cate  G.S.  Mani  seeking  the
court  to  ask  the  govern
ments at the State and Cen
tral levels to fi��le a report on
the action taken against er
rant offi��cials whose neglect
led  to  the  tragic  deaths  of
children  trapped  in  bore
wells.  Mr.  Mani’s  petition

was fi��led in October last year
in the wake of  the death of
twoyearold  Sujith  Wilson
after  he  got  trapped  in  an
abandoned borewell in Tiru
chi in Tamil Nadu.

Mr. Mani said authorities
remain negligent about safe
ty measures concerning bo
rewells  despite  Supreme

Court directions in 2010.
He annexed several news

reports of borewell deaths in
Madhya  Pradesh,  Gujarat,
Tamil  Nadu,  Maharashtra
over the years.

Deplorable negligence 
The petition said the deplor
able negligence which led to
the  death  of  the  twoyear
old  in Tiruchi brings  to  the
forefront  dangers  of  aban
doned and open borewells.

He contended that the Ta
mil  Nadu  government  had
failed  to  take  any  precau
tionary measure despite the
court  directions  nine  years
ago.  There  was  a  total  fai
lure, Mr. Mani said. 

Borewell deaths: SC seeks
response from Centre, States
Authorities are negligent about safety measures, says plea

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

A special court on Monday
sentenced fi��ve sexual off��en
ders  to  life  imprisonment
after  they  were  convicted
on charges of grave off��enc
es, including aggravated pe
netrative sexual assault, on
an 11yearold girl with hear
ing impairment at an apart
ment complex in Ayanava
ram in 2018. 

Four  of  them  —  Raviku
mar, 58, a lift operator; Su
resh, 34, plumber; Abishek,
25; and Palani, 42, a secuir
ty staff�� — will have to under
go imprisonment for the re
mainder  of  their  natural
life,  or  until  death,  while
Rajasekar,  42,  a  house
keeping staff��, has been sen

tenced  to  life  imprison
ment. On Saturday, the spe
cial  court  convicted  15  of
the 17 off��enders. P.Gunasek
aran was let off�� and another
died during the trial. 

Tight security
Amid  tight  security,  the
convicts  were  brought  to
the court complex  located
in  the  Madras  High  Court
premises  on  Monday.  R.N.
Manjula,  special  judge  for
exclusive  trial of cases un
der Protection of Children
from Sexual Off��ences (POC
SO)  Act,  held  in  camera
proceedings  and  pro
nounced  sentences  on  the
convicts in the presence of
the special public prosecu
tor and defence counsel. 

Court holds in camera proceedings

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Five sentenced to life in
Ayanavaram abuse case 

The Central Bureau of Inves
tigation  has  registered  a
case  against  unknown  offi��
cials of  the Manipur Public
Service Commission (MPSC)

for  alleged  irregularities  in
the main examination con
ducted for posts in 2016. 

The  probe  has  been
launched following a Mani
pur  High  Court  order  on  a
petition.

CBI books MPSC offi��cials
for exam irregularities
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The Union Environment Mi
nistry has published a draft
notifi��cation  that  eff��ectively
prohibits users  from install
ing  membranebased  water
purifi��cation, mainly  reverse
osmosis,  systems  in  their
homes if the water has been
sourced  from  a  supply  that
meets  the  Bureau  of  Indian
Standards’ (BIS) drinking wa
ter norms.

“Installation  or  use  of
MWPS  [Membranebased
Water  Purifi��cation  System]

shall  be  prohibited,  at  the
point of use or at the point of
entry for purifi��cation of sup
plied water which is subject
ed to conventional fl��occula
tion,  fi��ltration  and
disinfection  process  or  is
from any sources which are
in compliance with accepta
ble  limit  for  drinking  water
prescribed by Bureau of  In
dian  Standard  10500:2012,”
the Ministry said in the noti
fi��cation,  made  public  on
Monday. 

The  proposed  regulation
is not the fi��nal word and the

Ministry  will  await  com
ments from the public for 30
days, after which  it may  in
corporate  the  changes  be
fore it becomes a law. 

The  Delhi  Jal  Board,
among  others,  claims  that
the  water  it  supplies  meets
BIS norms.

NGT order
The Ministry has issued this
order to comply with an or
der of the National Green Tri
bunal (NGT), which has pro
hibited  the  use  of  reverse
osmosis  (RO)  purifi��ers  in

places where total dissolved
solids  (TDS)  in  the supplied
water are below 500 mg per
litre. 

The  Water  Quality  Asso
ciation of India, which repre
sents  companies  that  make
RO systems, had moved the
Supreme Court for a stay of
the NGT’s order. 

The SC declined  to  inter
vene and the NGT had direct
ed the Environment Ministry
to  issue  a  notifi��cation  that
restricted the use of water fi��l
ters. The NGT had ordered a
ban  on  RO  fi��lters  on  the

grounds that they wasted wa
ter and that, in the process of
removing  salts,  they  often
deprived  drinking  water  of
essential salts. 

RO, while useful in reduc
ing salts, does not tackle bac
terial agents or trace chemi
cals,  and  manufacturers
often  claim  that  additional
fi��ltration is required to deliv
er potable water. 

“This  is  a  work  in  pro
gress... users will not be pro
secuted for installing RO sys
tems,”  Jigmet  Takpa,  Joint
Secretary,  Union  Environ

ment Ministry, told the Hin-
du. “However, this is part of
a signifi��cant  change  we  are
implementing to regulate RO
manufacturers  and  inform
consumers  that  RO  systems
aren’t  needed  always,”  he
added.

Current regulations
Current BIS regulations con
sider  500  mg/litre—1,200
mg/l of total dissolved solids,
which  consists  of  salts  and
some organic matter,  as ac
ceptable  though there  is no
lower limit.

Proposed regulation is not the fi��nal word and the Environment Ministry will await comments from the public for 30 days

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

If tap water meets BIS norms, RO systems will be banned 

The  Enforcement  Directo
rate (ED) has attached assets
worth  ₹��70.11  crore,  includ
ing  the  bank  accounts  of
Multiple  Resorts,  St.  Xa
vier’s College (Kolkata) and
Knight Riders Sports Private
Limited, in connection with
the Rose Valley Group ponzi
scam. The total attachment
in  the  case  now  stands  at
₹��4,750 crore.

The  bank  accounts  of
Multiple  Resorts,  St.  Xa
vier’s  College  and  Knight
Riders Sports — attached un
der the Prevention of Money
Laundering  Act  —  have  an
overall  balance  of  ₹��16.20
crore, the ED said.

Bollywood  actor  Shah
Rukh  Khan’s  wife  Gauri
Khan,  actor  Juhi  Chawla’s
husband Jay Mehta and Ven
katesh Mysore are the direc
tors of Knight Riders Sports.

The ED has also attached
24 acres of landed property
at Ramnagar and Mahishdal
in  Purba  Medinipur,  one
acre  of  landed  property  at
Jyoti Basu Nagar and a hotel
in  West  Bengal,  besides  a
fl��at  at  Dilkap  Chambers  in
Mumbai.

The ED probe is based on
the  FIRs  and  chargesheets
fi��led by the West Bengal pol

ice  against  the  Rose  Valley
Group  of  companies  and
others. It is alleged that the
companies fraudulently col
lected deposits of more than
₹��17,520  crore  from  the  pu
blic  with  the  intention  to
cheat  them  by  falsely  pro
mising high returns on their
investment.

An  amount  of  ₹��10,850
crore was repaid, but the re
maining  still  remains  out
standing. The group divert
ed  and  siphoned  off��  the
funds. 

Earlier, the ED had identi
fi��ed and attached properties
having  a  tentative  market
value of about ₹��4,680 crore. 

It  had  arrested  the
group’s  promoter,  Gautam
Kundu, in March 2015. He is
still in judicial custody.

Total attachment stands at ₹��4,750 crore

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Multiple Resorts, St. Xavier’s
and Knight Riders have a
bank balance of ₹��16.20 cr.

ED attaches assets
in Rose Valley scam 


