
IT offi��cials levy fi��ne of
₹��66 lakh on Rajinikanth 
CHENNAI 

The Income Tax (IT)

department recently

withdrew all proceedings

against actor Rajinikanth for

alleged concealment of his

income because the penalty

to be recovered was less than

₹��1 crore. Records show that

they had chosen to levy a

minimum penalty of ₹��66.21

lakh, while the maximum

penalty would have been

₹��1.98 crore.

IN BRIEF

Five antique idols
seized in Tamil Nadu 
CHENNAI

In a major operation, officers

of the Idol Wing on Tuesday

arrested four persons in

Keeranur, near Pudukottai in

Tamil Nadu, and seized five

antique panchaloha idols and

a pedestal from them. The

suspects were planning to

sell the rare variety of antique

idols for ₹��20 crore to

prospective customers. 

Petrol bunk manager
killed in bomb attack
VILLUPURAM

A gang hurled country bombs

inside a petrol bunk in Thiru

Nagar in Tamil Nadu’s

Villupuram district on

Tuesday, killing a 50yearold

man, whom it mistook to be

the owner. The police

identified the deceased as S.

Srinivasan, a resident of

Panruti in Cuddalore, who

was working as the manager

at the fuel station. 

Five persons arrested 
for murder in Odisha
BERHAMPUR

Five persons, including a

panchayat samithi member,

were arrested in the

Bandhugaon block of Odisha’s

Koraput district on charges of

murdering a person. They

believed that the victim,

Mangudu Huluka, was a

practitioner of sorcery. 
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NATION

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Wednesday: Cold wave conditions likely over isol
ated parts of Punjab and Haryana. 

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....24.9....07.8 Kozhikode....................—....34.2....24.0

Ahmedabad...........—....28.3....11.1 Kurnool .......................—....34.1....19.9

Aizawl...................—....17.4....08.0 Lucknow......................—....22.6....07.6

Allahabad..............—....23.1....09.0 Madurai .......................—....33.8....22.8

Bengaluru .............—....31.0....16.0 Mangaluru ...................—....33.9....22.5

Bhopal ..................—....24.4....08.2 Mumbai .......................—....29.2....18.5

Bhubaneswar.........—....26.9....16.0 Mysuru ........................—....31.5....18.3

Chandigarh ...........—....19.8....06.5 New Delhi ...................—....22.2....06.5

Chennai ................—....31.2....22.5 Patna ..........................—....23.4....07.6

Coimbatore ...........—....32.4....21.5 Port Blair.....................—....31.4....24.8

Dehradun ..............—....20.2....05.3 Puducherry ..................—....31.0....21.6

Gangtok................—....13.1....04.4 Pune............................—....32.0....16.5

Goa.......................—....32.0....21.5 Raipur .........................—....22.6....16.6

Guwahati ..............—....32.0....21.5 Ranchi .........................—....23.7....08.5

Hubballi ................—....31.0....18.0 Shillong.......................—....14.7....03.1

Hyderabad ............—....32.2....19.4 Shimla.........................—....08.4....02.5

Imphal ..................—....21.4....03.1 Srinagar.......................—....07.7.... -3.0

Jaipur ...................—....22.3....11.0 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....33.2....23.6

Kochi ....................—....33.0....23.8 Tiruchi.........................—....33.2....20.8

Kohima .................—....15.6....06.7 Vijayawada ..................—....31.8....22.0

Kolkata .................—....24.8....10.7 Visakhapatnam ........ 14.6....24.2....22.2

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants  in  the  air  you  are  breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 6.00
p.m., Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh recorded an overall
air quality index (AQI) score
of 342 indicating a
hazardous level of pollution.
In contrast, Ramanagara, 
Karnataka recorded a healthy
AQI score of 46.

Ahmedabad..... 55 .76 21 ..181 .123 ....*

Bengaluru ....... 13 .66 99 ..... — ...85 ....*

Chennai .......... 41 .26 60 ..135 .....— ....*

Delhi .............. 25 ..— 31 ..395 .343 ....*

Hyderabad ...... 01 .55 22 ....71 ...85 ....*

Kolkata........... 33 .95 22 ..207 .191 ....*

Lucknow ......... 08 .59 21 ..344 ...59 ....*

Mumbai .......... 05 .26 31 ..219 .133 ....*

Pune............... 67 .21 75 ....94 ...83 ....*

Visakhapatnam 10 .56 79 ....65 ...62 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2:  Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2:  Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5  &  PM10:  Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

The Delhi High Court will on
Wednesday  pronounce  its
verdict on the Centre’s plea
challenging the stay on exe
cution of the four convicts in
the December 16, 2012 gang
rape and murder case.

Justice Suresh Kumar Kait
had on February 2 reserved
order on the Centre’s plea af
ter holding a special hearing
on Saturday and Sunday.

The Centre and the Delhi
government had challenged
the  trial  court’s  January  31
order staying “till further or
ders” the execution of all the
four  convicts  in  the  case  —
Mukesh  Kumar  Singh,  32,
Pawan Kumar Gupta, 25, Vi
nay Kumar Sharma, 26, and
Akshay Kumar, 31.

Earlier in the day, the pa
rents of the victim moved an
application before the High
Court  to  expeditiously  de
cide the Centre’s plea.

On  December  16,  2012,
the paramedical student was
gangraped and brutally as

saulted by six men in a priv
ate  bus  and  thrown  out  of
the  moving  vehicle  along
with  her  male  friend.  The
victim  later  succumbed  to
injuries.

Death sentence
All  the  four  convicts  have
been  sentenced  to  death.
The order has been upheld
by  the  High  Court  and  the
Supreme  Court.  Except  Pa
wan,  all  convicts  have  ex

hausted  their  legal  remedy
available to fi��le a curative pe
tition  before  the  Supreme
Court. The President has al
ready  rejected  the  mercy
pleas  of  convicts  Mukesh
and Vinay.

A juvenile  convict  in  the
case has been released from
a reformation  home  after
serving  a  threeyear  term.
One  of  the  accused  in  the
case, Ram Singh, died in Ti
har jail.

Nirbhaya case: HC to decide on plea today
Centre and Delhi govt. had challenged the trial court’s stay on the execution of the convicts 

Staff Reporter

New Delhi

Long wait: Nirbhaya's parents speaking to the media in New
Delhi in 2018.  * SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Aam  Aadmi  Party  member
Sanjay  Singh,  speaking  in
the Rajya Sabha on Tuesday,
sought  the  intervention  of
Parliament,  the  President
and the Chief Justice of India
to  ensure  that  the  convicts
in  the  Nirbhaya  gangrape
case are hanged at the ear
liest. 

Rajya Sabha Chairman M.
Venkaiah Naidu, concurring
with Mr. Singh’s submission,
said  the  matter  was  “very
sensitive  and  serious”  and
the court judgment must be
implemented at the earliest.

‘Date after date’
Speaking during zero hour,
Mr. Singh said though a fast
track court was set up and
the  sentence  given,  the
hanging had been repeated

ly  delayed.  “Tarikh pe Ta-
rikh (date  after  date),”  he
said,  in  an  apparent  refe
rence to a famous dialogue
from the fi��lm Damini. “I re
quest you, whether it is Pre
sident of India or Chief Jus
tice  of  India,  the  convicts
must be hanged at the ear
liest,” he added. 

Observing  that  people
were  agitated,  Mr.  Naidu
said  those  in  the  system
must  fulfi��l  their
responsibilities.

Hang Nirbhaya convicts
at the earliest: AAP leader
Special Correspondent 

New Delhi

Sanjay Singh

For every 100 anganwadi be
nefi��ciaries  in  the  country,
only  seven  are  in  urban
areas,  according  to  the  go
vernment’s  response  to  a
Right  to  Information  (RTI)
query from The Hindu. This
is primarily because of a sev
ere lack of anganwadis in ci
ties,  leading  to  poor  cover
age  of  the  government’s
fl��agship programme in early
childhood development.

Six services
Anganwadis  or  daycare
centres are set up under the
Integrated  Child  Develop
ment Services (ICDS) by the
Women and Child Develop
ment  Ministry  to  provide  a
package of six services. The
services include supplemen
tary  nutrition;  preschool
nonformal  education;  im
munisation,  nutrition  and
health education; as well as
referral services. The aim of
the scheme  is  to  reduce  in
fant mortality and child mal

nutrition.  Benefi��ciaries  in
clude  children  in  the  age
group  of  six  months  to  six
years, and pregnant women
and lactating mothers.

While  there  were  a  total
7.95  crore  benefi��ciaries  of
the  anganwadi  scheme  in
the  country,  as  on  Septem
ber  30,  2019,  only  55  lakh
were registered at urban an
ganwadis,  according  to  the
government’s reply on Janu
ary 28 to the RTI plea.

This is primarily because

of an acute paucity of angan
wadi centres in urban areas.
There  are  as  many  as  13.79
lakh anganwadis operational
across  the  country,  out  of
which 9.31  lakh centres are
linked  to  the  government’s
webenabled data entry sys
tem called Rapid Reporting
System. Of those anganwadis
that  can  be  monitored  on
line, 1.09 lakh centres are in
urban areas and the remain
ing  8.22  lakh  were  in  rural
areas of the country, accord

ing to the RTI reply.
As per Census 2011, 32% of

India’s 1.2 billion population
live in cities, though experts
have  said  that  if  the  defi��ni
tion of an urban settlement
was broadened, the share of
urban  population  will  be
much higher. A recent fi��rst
ofits  kind  panIndia  study
on nutrition status, the Com
prehensive  National  Nutri
tion  Survey  201618,  found
that  35%  of  children  under
fi��ve  were  stunted  and  17%
were wasted. It also said 22%
of children in the age group
of  59  years  were  stunted
and 23% were thin for their
age. Also, 20% of those in the
1019  years  age  group  were
thin for their age. 

Draft paper 
With  these  facts  before  it,
the NITI Aayog has prepared
a draft  working  paper  to
strengthen  the  ICDS  pro
gramme  in  urban  areas,
keeping  in mind challenges
such as migration and popu
lation density. 

7 in 100 anganwadi benefi��ciaries in cities 
Only 55 lakh registered for scheme at urban centres, says response to RTI plea

Jagriti Chandra

NEW DELHI

Several  Memorandum  of
Understanding  (MoU)  and
Request For Proposals (RFP)
will  be  signed  with  several
countries during the Defex
po  2020  in  Lucknow,  De

fence  Minister  Rajnath
Singh said on Tuesday. 

The  expo  is  expected  to
see the conclusion of several
cooperative  agreements
between Indian and foreign
companies  to  manufacture
defence equipment in India.

Several pacts to be signed
at Defexpo 2020: Rajnath 
special correspondent

LUCKNOW

A threejudge Bench of the
Supreme Court on Tuesday
refused  to  direct  the
court’s administrative side
to  frame  rules  and  imple
ment a September 26, 2018
judgment  to  livestream
courtroom  proceedings,
especially in nationally im
portant cases.

The Bench led by Justice
Arun Mishra told senior ad
vocate  Indira  Jaising, who
is  the  petitioner  in  the
case, and Attorney General
K.K. Venugopal that “there
cannot be any mandamus
from the judicial side of the
Court. The decision has to
come from the administra
tive side alone”.

Justice  Mishra  said  the
Chief  Justice  of  India,  as
the administrative head of
the Supreme Court, had to
take  the  fi��nal  call  on  live
streaming  of  proceedings
and  the  Bench  cannot
“compel” him.

‘CJI has to take
fi��nal call on
livestreaming’ 

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Manipur Speaker hears
petitions against Minister
IMPHAL 

Manipur Speaker Yumnam

Khemchand on Tuesday heard

disqualification petitions

against State Environment

Minister Thounaojam

Shyamkumar. However, he

reserved the ruling. The

Supreme Court directed the

Speaker to dispose of the

petitions within four weeks.

Lawyers take out rally
against CAANRCNPR
KOLKATA

Hundreds of lawyers

practising at the Calcutta

High Court and some district

courts took out a protest rally

against CAA, NRC and NPR

here on Tuesday. Coming

together under the banner

‘Lawyers for Democracy’, the

advocates walked from the

HC to Subodh Mallick Square

in central Kolkata, covering a

distance of 2 km.


