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NATION

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Friday: Thunderstorm  accompanied  with  gusty
winds  (speed  reaching  3040  kmph),  hail  and  lightning  very
likely at  isolated places over Odisha; with hail and  lightning at
isolated  places  over  Chhattisgarh  and  with  lightning  over  Vid
arbha and West Bengal.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....27.1....09.7 Kozhikode....................—....35.2....24.6

Ahmedabad...........—....27.8....13.4 Kurnool .......................—....35.5....20.8

Aizawl...................—....18.1....08.3 Lucknow......................—....23.5....07.8

Allahabad..............—....25.8....08.5 Madurai .......................—....34.0....22.2

Bengaluru .............—....30.3....17.7 Mangaluru ...................—....34.3....22.6

Bhopal ..................—....24.3....10.5 Mumbai .......................—....29.2....17.6

Bhubaneswar.... 02.2....21.3....16.9 Mysuru ........................—....31.9....19.4

Chandigarh ...........—....19.6....06.4 New Delhi ...................—....20.0....07.1

Chennai ................—....32.1....20.8 Patna ..........................—....24.4....09.8

Coimbatore ...........—....32.7....20.8 Port Blair.....................—....29.5....21.4

Dehradun ..............—....22.0....05.4 Puducherry ..................—....31.6....21.2

Gangtok................—....09.2....05.6 Pune............................—....31.7....15.7

Goa.......................—....31.4....21.2 Raipur .........................—....18.1....16.0

Guwahati ..............—....25.4....08.9 Ranchi .........................—....23.2....10.6

Hubballi ................—....31.0....18.0 Shillong.......................—....15.1....03.3

Hyderabad ............—....33.0....19.4 Shimla.........................—....11.0....00.7

Imphal ..................—....22.4....05.4 Srinagar.......................—....09.3.... -3.2

Jaipur ...................—....23.7....10.6 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....33.8....23.5

Kochi ............... 31.6....32.0....25.0 Tiruchi.........................—....33.3....21.2

Kohima .................—....15.0....06.4 Vijayawada ..................—....33.2....20.6

Kolkata .................—....26.3....15.6 Visakhapatnam .............—....29.4....22.8

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE
In observation made at 6.00
p.m., Mandi Gobindgarh,
Punjab
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
290
indicating a moderate level
of pollution. In contrast, 
Amaravati, 
Andhra Pradesh
recorded a healthy AQI score
of 45

Ahmedabad..... 67 .69 20 ..120 .115 ....*

Bengaluru ....... 12 .27 54 ....62 ...89 ....*

Chennai .......... 15 .51 51 ....52 .....— ....*

Delhi .............. 09 .29 27 ..300 .194 ....*

Hyderabad ...... 07 .37 13 ....60 .105 ....*

Kolkata........... 43 .85 20 ..237 .236 ....*

Lucknow ......... 17 .23 31 ..323 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... 13 .74 41 ..140 .178 ....*

Pune............... 76 .23 78 ..108 ...93 ....*

Visakhapatnam 08 .45 41 ....55 ...74 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

An eeriness greeted the crew
onboard  Air  India’s  Boeing
747 aircraft as it approached
Wuhan on a mission  to res
cue the fi��rst batch of 640 In
dians  from  the  epicentre  of
the  coronavirus  outbreak.
The  pilots  onboard  the
plane remember  the city as
“a scene from an apocalypse
movie”, a “ghost town”.

“Initially  it  was  like  any
other fl��ight and airways were
busy.  But  when  we  started
descending, the silence start
ed  creeping  on  us.  The  air
port  was  absolutely  silent.
All  the aircraft were parked
and sealed. The streets were
empty and it felt like a ghost
town,” recalled Captain Ami
tabh Singh, Director of Oper
ations  of  Air  India  and  in
charge  of  the  34member
rescue team. 

Five  pilots  and  15  cabin
crew were sounded off�� about
a mission  to  evacuate  In
dians from Wuhan “23 days”
before the scheduled depar
ture. A day before the fl��ight,

the pilots and cabin crew un
derwent detailed briefi��ng on
the mission,  including  from
doctors on the disease. The
airline  also  procured  medi
cated suits, protective shoes,
gloves,  N35  masks,  glasses
and  caps  for  the  crew  and
the support staff��.

VVIP aircraft
A Boeing 747 aircraft, usually
kept  on  standby  for  use  by
VVIPs, took off�� from Delhi's
Indira  Gandhi  International
Airport  at  12.30  p.m.  on  Ja
nuary 31 for the fi��rst rescue
fl��ight  along  with  extra  fuel,
spare  parts,  and  suffi��cient
food and water.

The  aircraft,  known  as
jumbo,  was  chosen  for  its
seating capacity as the twin
deck  plane  can  accommo
date 423 passengers. Anoth
er pilot, who requested ano
nymity, said he chose not to
inform  his  family  about  his
role in the mission. 

After  a  fourhour  long
fl��ight,  the  jumbo  landed  at
Wuhan  and  what  followed
was an anxious wait of nearly

eight hours for passengers to
start boarding the fl��ight. The
Chinese  authorities  allowed
students to depart from their
hotels and hostels for the In
dian Consulate only after the
Air India plane took off�� from
the  Indira  Gandhi  Interna
tional Airport. 

The students were then al
lowed to travel to the airport
only  after  the  aircraft
reached Wuhan, resulting in
the  long  ground  halt,  ex
plained  Captain  Singh,

whose  responsibility  it  was
to  coordinate  with  offi��cials
in China. 

The fl��ight was operated by
Captain Kamal Mohan, Cap
tain Sanjay Achalkar, Captain
S.H. Reza, Captain Bhupesh
Narain. The cabin crew team
was led by Manju Tanwar. A
team  of  three  doctors  and
four  nursing  staff��  onboard
the fl��ight measured the tem
perature  of  all  324  passen
gers, posed questions from a
questionnaire  and  taught

them  to  wear  masks  before
allowing them to board. 

Inside  the  plane,  precau
tions were taken to minimise
exposure.  All  passengers
were seated in the Economy
Class, the engineers and doc
tors were seated in the First
Class  in  the  frontsection,
while  the  extra  cabin  crew
and  commercial  staff��  were
on the upper deck, in the Ex
ecutive  Class.  The  pilots
were confi��ned to the cockpit. 

The fl��ight returned to New

Delhi at 7.30 a.m. on Febru
ary  1,  where  the  offi��cials  of
the  Ministry  of  Health  and
Family  Welfare  and  person
nel  from  the  Army  and  the
IndoTibetan  Border  Police
were  waiting.  Passengers
were  then  offl��oaded,  medi
cally checked, and escorted
to the buses waiting to take
them to the camp. But many
on Team Air  India returned
to the drawing board to pre
pare  for  the  second  rescue
fl��ight. 

Team Air India fl��ew into an eerily quiet Wuhan rescue
Meticulous preparations marked the operations to evacuate Indians from ‘a ghost town’; a Boeing 747 aircraft used 

Heroes all: Captains Amitabh Singh, Kamal Mohan, Sanjay
Achalkar, S.H. Reza and Bhupesh Narain. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

JAGRITI CHANDRA
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CBI searches 23 locations
in ponzi scheme case 
NEW DELHI 

The Central Bureau of

Investigation (CBI) has

conducted searches at 23

locations in connection with a

multilevel marketing and

ponzi scam involving a

Kolkatabased company. The

searches were conducted in

West Bengal, Tripura and

Chhattisgarh. 

A threejudge Bench led by
Justice  R.  Banumathi  will
hear  on  Friday  an  appeal
fi��led  by  the  Centre  chal
lenging  the  Delhi  High
Court’s rejection of its plea
to  separately  execute  the
death sentence of the Nirb
haya gangrape convicts.

The  Bench,  also  com
prising  Justices  Ashok
Bhushan  and  A.S.  Bopan
na, will hear the appeal at
12.30 p.m.

A Bench  led  by  Justice
N.V. Ramana, on an urgent
mentioning  made  by  the
government  on  Thursday,
said the special leave peti
tion  would  be  listed  for
hearing  before  an  appro
priate Bench on February
7.

The  Centre  had  chal
lenged a  January 31, 2020
decision  of  the  Sessions
Court  to  postpone  the  is
suance of fresh death war
rants against the four Nirb
haya  convicts,  especially
Mukesh Singh, whose mer
cy  petition  had  been  de
clined by the President on
January 17. 

It  argued  in  the  apex
court that, under the Delhi
Prison  Rules  of  2018,  the
pendency  of  legal  reme
dies or mercy petitions of
other  coconvicts  would
have no bearing on the fate
of a convict whose plea for
mercy  has  already  been
rejected.

Nirbhaya case:
SC hearing 
on plea today

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

India  and  several  African
countries  on  Thursday
pledged to deepen coopera
tion to combat the growing
threat of terrorism and pre
serve  maritime  security  by
sharing information, intelli
gence and surveillance, in a
joint  deceleration  adopted
at  the  fi��rst  IndiaAfrica  De
fence  Ministers  conclave  at
the ongoing Defexpo. 

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said India was geared
to  provide  a  range  of  mili
tary hardware to Africa. 

“We  condemn,  in  the
strongest terms, the growing

threat of terrorism and ack
nowledge that it constitutes
a major threat to peace and
security  in  the  region.  We
urge all countries to take re
solute action in rooting out
terrorism  in  all  forms  and

manifestations,  terrorist
safe  havens  and  infrastruc
ture,  disrupting  terrorist
networks and eliminating fi��
nancing  channels  and  halt
ing crossborder movement
of terrorists. We understand

the need for all countries to
ensure that all territory un
der their control is not used
to launch terrorist attacks on
other countries in any man
ner,”  the Lucknow Declara
tion  said,  emphasising  the
need  for  stronger  interna
tional  partnership  in  coun
tering  terrorism,  including
through  sharing  of
intelligence.

The  Declaration  also
called for strengthening the
UN  CounterTerrorism  me
chanisms  and  to  ensure
strict  compliance  with  the
UN  Security  Council  sanc
tions regime on terrorism. 

India, African countries resolve to fi��ght terror
Lucknow Declaration urges need for stronger international partnership 

Strong ties: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh speaking during
the fi��rst IndiaAfrica Defence Ministers' Conclave.  * PTI

Special Correspondent

LUCKNOW

Issues  concerning  the  pro
duction  localisation  of
Ka226T light utility helicop
ters are in the process of be
ing resolved, N.M. Srikanth,
Chief  Executive  Offi��cer
(CEO)  of  the  IndoRussian
Helicopters Limited (IRHL),
said on Thursday. The fi��nal
deal  for manufacturing the
helicopters  in  India  has
been held up for a while. 

At  the  ongoing  Defexpo
2020,  Russian  Helicopters
(RH) signed a road map with

IRHL  for  localisation  of
Ka226T helicopter produc
tion in India.

“The  Defence  Ministry
has sought details regarding
the  localisation of  the heli
copter.  We  have  submitted

fresh details on that address
ing  the  clarifi��cations,”  Mr.
Srikanth said, adding the re
vised techocommercial bid
was  now  with  the  Ministry
and may come up before the
Defence Acquisition Council
(DAC) at its next meeting.

The  IRHL  is  a  joint  ven
ture between Hindustan Ae
ronautics Limited (HAL) and
Russian  Helicopters  (RH),
which  will  assemble  the
Ka226T helicopters in India.

Mr.  Srikanth  said  the  lo
calisation  plan  would  be
spread over four phases. 

India to work with Russia on copters

Issues over production of Ka-226T being resolved

Dinakar Peri

LUCKNOW

A Ka226T helicopter. 

India  and  the  U.K.  are  ex
ploring options for collabo
ration on joint defence pro
jects and are close to signing
a governmenttogovern
ment  agreement  on  jet  en
gine  technology  develop
ment,  U.K.  Minister  for
Defence Procurement James
Heappey said on Thursday.

“The  two  governments
have decided to collaborate
in the development of a  jet
engine,” Mr. Heappey said. 

India, U.K. to
sign pact on 
jet engine

special correspondent

LUCKNOW 

The Supreme Court has held that
compensation payable to a road
accident victim should not be as
sessed  neither  “very  conserva
tively”  nor  too  liberally  that  it
transforms into a bounty for the
claimant.

A Bench of Justices L. Nages
wara Rao and Deepak Gupta also
reinforced guidelines laid down
by the court in 1994 for motor ac
cidents  tribunals  to  intervene
and  safeguard  the  “frittering
away” of road accident compen
sation amounts in cases in which
the victims are children or illiter
ate  persons  or  widows  or  dis
abled persons.

Appeal fi��led
The  judgment  came  on  an  ap
peal  fi��led  by  the  parents  of  a
young  girl  from  Haryana  who
was  left  with  100%  disability
when  a  rashly  driven  truck  hit
the tractor in which she was tra
velling  in  2007.  She  is  bedrid
den. Ordering compensation of
over ₹�50 lakh in her case, Justice
Gupta  acknowledged  that  it  is
“impossible  to  equate  human
suff��ering and personal depriva
tion with money. However, this is
what the law enjoins upon courts
to do.”

SC bats for just
compensation in
accident cases 

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Despite  several  instances  of
breach  of  the  voluntary  Un
iform  Code  of  Pharmaceutical
Marketing Practices (UCPMP) by
pharma companies, and the de
mand from the Indian Medical
Association  (IMA)  and  doctors
to  make  it  mandatory,  the  De
partment  of  Pharmaceuticals
(DoP), which comes under  the
Ministry of Chemicals and Fer
tilizers, has yet again “request
ed  companies  to  abide  by
UCPMP” — in a written commu
nication on February 4 — after
the announcement of two more
planned events.

In  its  letter,  the Department
has noted that it has “received a
grievance alleging that pharma
companies  arrange  hotels,  ac
commodation in fi��ve star hotels,
local sightseeing, etc. in confe
rences  conducted  by  doctors.
Similar  annual  national  confe
rence of  Indian Psychiatric So
ciety 2020 will be conducted in
Kolkata  and  in  2021  at
Vishakhapatnam”.

“Pharma associations are re
quested  to  make  sure  that  the
pharma accompanies adhere to
the provisions of UCPMP and no

unethical promotion of pharma
products  be  done  during  the
conference,”  concludes  the
letter.

‘Unenforceable UCPMP’
Speaking  about  the  move,
health research and member of
the  All  India  Drug  Action  Net
work  Malini  Aisola  noted  that
rather than taking steps towards
instituting  statutory  regulation
of unethical marketing and pro
motion, the DoP is still request
ing  companies  to  abide  by  a
toothless,  unenforceable
UCPMP.

“We cannot understand why
the  DoP  is  refusing  to  make
compliance  under  the  UCPMP
compulsory,” she added.

Compliance should be compulsory: experts 

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

NEW DELHI

Centre persists with
‘toothless’ pharma codes 

The DoP has “requested”
companies to abide by the
UCPMP. * GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

All  645  evacuees  from  Wu
han, China, have tested nega
tive for novel coronavirus, the
Union Health Ministry said in
a release on Thursday. 

It said 1,38,750 passengers
from  1,265  fl��ights  had  been
screened  as  on  February  5.

Furthermore,  510  samples
had  been  sent  to  laborato
ries, and all had tested nega
tive, except for the three al
ready tested positive. 

The  Ministry  of  External
Aff��airs,  meanwhile,  said  10
Indians in Wuhan had failed
the  screening  process  and
could not be evacuated. 

All 645 evacuees test
negative for coronavirus
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI
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Pakistaninational Jabir Mo
ti, described as a “top lieute
nant”  of  underworld  don
Dawood  Ibrahim’s  DCom
pany, lost his fi��ght on Thurs
day against being sent to the
U.S. to face drug traffi��cking
and  money  laundering
charges.  A  U.K.  court  has
ruled  there  are  no  bars  to

his extradition.
Judge  John  Zani  handed

down his judgment at West
minster  Magistrates’  Court
in  London  in  two  parts  —
one open to the public and
another  partly  closed  and
classifi��ed, due to “sensitive”
evidence  presented  to  the
court  during  the  course  of
the  extradition  trial  last
year.

U.K. court clears Dawood
aide’s extradition to U.S. 
Press Trust of India

LONDON

Pondicherry University
students protest hike 
PUDUCHERRY

Hundreds of students of

Pondicherry University on

Thursday boycotted classes

and staged a sitin protest in

the administrative building

and the ViceChancellor’s

chambers on the campus to

mark their protest against the

fee increase and transport

fees introduced for day

scholars.

IN BRIEF

SIT to probe TNPSC
recruitment scam
CHENNAI

The Crime BranchCID (CB

CID) of the Tamil Nadu police

will form a special

investigation team to

investigate the scam in

various recruitments

conducted by the Tamil Nadu

Public Service Commission

(TNPSC). With new cases of

fraud being reported each

day, the agency decided to

form the SIT for a more

focused probe, officials said.


