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NATION

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Sunday: Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning
likely  at  isolated  places  over  east  Madhya  Pradesh,  Vidarbha,
Uttarakhand,  Marathwada,Telangana,  south  interior  Karnataka,
Kerala and Mahe. 
city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....32.0....14.0 Kozhikode....................—....36.0....25.0

Ahmedabad...........—....34.0....20.0 Kurnool .......................—....35.0....23.0

Aizawl...................—....24.0....10.0 Lucknow......................—....27.0....16.0

Allahabad..............—....28.0....15.0 Madurai .......................—....36.0....24.0

Bengaluru .............—....31.0....22.0 Mangaluru ...................—....35.0....26.0

Bhopal ..................—....30.0....20.0 Mumbai .......................—....33.0....19.0

Bhubaneswar.........—....31.0....18.0 Mysuru ........................—....32.0....21.0

Chandigarh ........ 0.2....24.0....18.0 New Delhi ...................—....27.0....16.0

Chennai ................—....33.0....23.0 Patna ..........................—....28.0....15.0

Coimbatore ...........—....33.0....23.0 Port Blair.....................—....32.0....24.0

Dehradun ..............—....24.0....11.0 Puducherry ..................—....32.0....23.0

Gangtok................—....17.0......7.0 Pune............................—....33.0....17.0

Goa.......................—....35.0....23.0 Raipur .........................—....30.0....15.0

Guwahati ..............—....28.0....13.0 Ranchi .........................—....28.0....14.0

Hubballi ................—....32.0....22.0 Shillong.......................—....18.0......9.0

Hyderabad ............—....31.0....20.0 Shimla.........................—....16.0......9.0

Imphal ..................—....25.0......9.0 Srinagar.................... 2.4......8.0......5.0

Jaipur ...................—....30.0....16.0 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....34.0....24.0

Kochi ....................—....32.0....25.0 Tiruchi.........................—....35.0....23.0

Kohima .................—....25.0......9.0 Vijayawada ..................—....33.0....22.0

Kolkata .................—....29.0....19.0 Visakhapatnam .............—....31.0....23.0

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants  in  the  air  you  are  breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 4.00
p.m., Vapi, Gujarat recorded
an overall air quality index
(AQI) score of 264 indicating
a severe level of pollution. In
contrast, Shillong, Meghalaya
recorded a healthy AQI score
of 39.

Ahmedabad..... 78 .92 53 ....94 .126 ....*

Bengaluru ....... 11 .58 82 ..... — .113 ....*

Chennai .......... 10 ...9 27 ....47 ...79 ....*

Delhi .............. 10 .89 25 ..193 .....— ....*

Hyderabad ...... ..8 .28 18 ....66 ...95 ....*

Kolkata........... 12 .53 22 ..246 .200 ....*

Lucknow ......... ..5 .50 75 ..215 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... 24 .85 34 ..246 .283 ....*

Pune............... 65 .24 89 ..113 ...96 ....*

Visakhapatnam ..9 .49 41 ..101 .120 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2:  Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2:  Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5  &  PM10:  Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

Two  of  the  four  death  row
convicts  in  the  Nirbhaya
gang rape and murder case,
Akshay  Thakur  and  Pawan
Kumar  Gupta,  on  Saturday
moved a Delhi court seeking
stay on the execution of their
death  warrants,  scheduled
for March 3.

Additional sessions  judge
Dharmender  Rana  issued
notice to the Tihar Jail auth
orities on the pleas directing
the offi��cials to fi��le their res
ponse by March 2.

In  his  plea,  Akshay

claimed  that  he  had  fi��led  a
fresh  mercy  petition  before
the President, which is pend
ing. Gupta told the court that

he had fi��led a curative peti
tion  before  the  Supreme
Court and that he also had an
option  to  fi��le  a  mercy  peti

tion. Both  the convicts  said
several other petitions were
also pending before  the Su
preme Court and other auth
orities. Gupta has not fi��led a
plea  for  clemency  with  the
President.

SC to hear Gupta’s plea
Meanwhile,  a  fi��vejudge
Bench of the Supreme Court
led  by  Justice  N.V.  Ramana
will hear on March 2 the cu
rative plea fi��le by Gupta.

Gupta’s lawyer A.P. Singh
told the media that he was a
juvenile  at  the  time  of  the
crime and was not present at

the place of crime. He was at
tending  a  musical  show,  he
claimed.  The  petition  said
the court did not follow the
principles of natural  justice
while  confi��rming  his  death
sentence.

Recently,  the  Supreme
Court had dismissed a peti
tion  fi��led  by  Vinay  Sharma,
one of the convicts, challeng
ing the rejection of his mercy
plea by the President.

The  curative  petition
would be decided by circula
tion among the judges on the
Bench in their chambers.

(With PTI inputs)

Two Nirbhaya convicts move court 
Akshay Thakur and Pawan Gupta have sought a stay on the execution scheduled for March 3

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Final attempt: Delhi gang rape convicts Akshay Thakur, left,
Pawan Gupta, Vinay Sharma and Mukesh Singh. * FILE PHOTO

The  Madhya  Pradesh  High
Court  has  passed  an  order
directing  the  State  govern
ment to ban singleuse plas
tic  in the State, curb use of
plastic  altogether  across
educational institutions and
make  biodegradable  carry
bags of other material aff��or
dable for consumers. 

The  Division  Bench  in
Gwalior, comprising Justices
Sheel  Nagu  and  Rajeev  Ku
mar  Shrivastava,  on  Febru
ary 26, directed the State go
vernment to issue directions

to industries to immediately
stop the production and use
of singleuse plastic.

Furthermore, the Bench,
ordered  the  government  to

ensure that bags and packets
made of biodegradable ma
terial are sold at subsidised
rates.The Bench also stated
that  plastic  waste  shall  be
used  at  thermal  power
plants. 

To  ensure  compliance,
the court directed all stake
holders  to  submit  progress
reports every three months.

The Bench, while passing
the order on a public inter
est litigation plea, stated that
“the time had come to make
citizens  and  stakeholders
aware of their duties and lia
bilities”. 

Madhya Pradesh HC directs
State to ban single-use plastic
Stakeholders told to fi��le progress reports every three months

Sidharth Yadav 

Bhopal

Bags made of biodegradable
material should be made
aff��ordable, the court said. 

Two  pigeons  found  their
way inside a GoAir aircraft,
which was preparing for de
parture for Jaipur from the
Sardar Vallabhbhai Interna
tional  airport  here  on  Fri
day,  prompting  the  airline
to urge the Airports Author
ity of India to deal with the
issue  of  bird  menace.  The
crew  managed  to  shoo  the
birds  away  and  the  fl��ight

took off�� as per its scheduled
departure of 5 p.m., the air
line said in a statement. 

Press Trust Of India

Ahmedabad

Pigeons fl��y into GoAir
plane in Ahmedabad

Videos of the  incident were
shared widely on Twitter. ANI

The Calcutta High Court has
ruled  that  foreigners  could
apply for Indian citizenship
even  without  a  valid  pass
port  from  the  country  of
their  origin,  if  they  could
furnish detailed reasons for
the  “nonfurnishing  of
passports”.

Justice Sabyasachi Bhatta
charyya said a provision has
to be made for persons who
do not have all the particu
lars  of  their  passports,
which is read as optional, to
fi��le the applications manual
ly. Also the software has to

be amended “so that the on
line applications can be pre
sented with or without pass
ports  —  in  the  latter  case,
furnishing the reasons as to
the nonfurnishing of pass
ports,” the judge said.

Petitioner Bismillah Khan
had moved the court saying
that he was being denied ci
tizenship  due  to  the  pass
port  clause.  His  counsel
Sharmistha Podder said he
was a Pakhtoon and due to
turmoil  in  his  native  land
and its merger with Afghan
istan  and  Pakistan,  he  mi
grated to India as a fi��veyear
old with his father in 1973.

‘Applicant should cite reasons in detail’

Indo-Asian News Service

New Delhi

Foreigners’ passport not
must for citizenship: HC

teachers.  As  many  as  178
teachers  in  Begusarai  dis
trict,  122  in Kaimur and 118
in  Gopalgunj  district  were
suspended, the district edu

Over  400  contractual
schoolteachers  in  Bihar,
who  were  on  strike,  have
been  suspended  and  FIRs
have been registered against
several of them for “indisci
pline”  and  for  not  joining
the  ongoing  evaluation  of
answersheets for the Class 12
examinations. 

Over 3.5 lakh contractual
schoolteachers  in  the  State
have been on strike since Fe
bruary  17  demanding  pay
parity  with  permanent

cation offi��cers of Gopalgunj
and Begusarai said.

In  Patna  too,  FIRs  have
been lodged against several
teachers. 

The  teachers  said  they
would  not end  their  strike.
“Until  now  no  offi��cial  from
the  government  has  ap
proached  us  to  discuss  our
demand  …  Until  our  de
mands are met, we will not
return to work … It’s better
to  starve  to death while on
strike  than  resume  duty
now,” said some teachers in
Patna. 

The contractual staff�� are demanding pay parity

Special Correspondent

Patna 

Over 400 striking teachers
suspended by Bihar govt. 

Security personnel using
water cannons on 
teachers in Patna.  * PTI

One dead as workers get
trapped in stone quarry
SONBHADRA

The body of one labourer was
recovered on Saturday
morning from the debris of a
boulder in a stone quarry in
the Billi Markundi mining
area, a day after it came down
on the site. Two more
labourers, who sustained
serious injuries after getting
trapped in the quarry, were
rescued on Friday evening
and were admitted to a
hospital in Varanasi. Some
more workers might still be
trapped under the debris, said
District Magistrate 
S. Rajalingam. PTI

₹��400 cr. unaccountedfor
income seized from group
CHENNAI

The Income Tax department
seized ₹��1 crore and detected
unaccounted income of over
₹��400 crore during searches
conducted on a prominent
business group based in
Chennai. The group deals in
nonferrous metal processing
and moneylending activities,
and is said to have reported a
turnover of over ₹��1,000
crore. The IT department did
not disclose the name of the
group. A large amount of
encrypted data was retrieved
from a pen drive in the raid,
said an official release. 

‘Police are hounding
Anand Teltumbde’ 
NEW DELHI

Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi
leader Prakash Ambedkar
accused the Maharashtra
police of hounding writer and
academic Anand Teltumbde
in the Elgar Parishad case. He
said civil society activists
were confident that courts
would quash the case, but
the State’s decision to hand
the case to the NIA made
clear its intention to jail him.
“We are living on a tenuous
hope for justice from the
Supreme Court, where his
appeal will be heard,” Mr.
Ambedkar said. 

T.N. close to settling
Nissan tax dispute
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu government
is close to settling the tax
dispute with Japanese
automaker Nissan Motors and
an agreement will be signed
soon, a government official
said. The company had
alleged that the State had
not paid incentives worth
$770 million with respect to
its Oragadam manufacturing
plant near Chennai.
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