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NATION

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Sunday: Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning
likely at isolated places over Assam, Meghalaya, sub­Himalayan
West Bengal, Sikkim, Jharkhand, Gangetic West Bengal, Odisha,
Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....33.0....19.0 Kozhikode....................—....36.0....25.0

Ahmedabad...........—....31.0....17.0 Kurnool .......................—....38.0....25.0

Aizawl...................—....23.0....11.0 Lucknow......................—....23.0....15.0

Allahabad......... 31.3....24.0....17.0 Madurai .......................—....37.0....23.0

Bengaluru .............—....34.0....20.0 Mangaluru ...................—....36.0....24.0

Bhopal ..................—....28.0....12.0 Mumbai .......................—....27.0....21.0

Bhubaneswar.........—....35.0....21.0 Mysuru ........................—....34.0....20.0

Chandigarh ........ 3.7....26.0....11.0 New Delhi ...................—....25.0....16.0

Chennai ................—....33.0....24.0 Patna ..........................—....21.0....19.0

Coimbatore ...........—....36.0....22.0 Port Blair.....................—....32.0....24.0

Dehradun ........... 5.0....26.0....12.0 Puducherry ..................—....33.0....23.0

Gangtok............. 6.3....12.0......8.0 Pune............................—....33.0....15.0

Goa.......................—....32.0....21.0 Raipur .................... 18.5....30.0....19.0

Guwahati ..............—....29.0....19.0 Ranchi .................... 16.2....20.0....17.0

Hubballi ................—....36.0....20.0 Shillong.......................—....20.0......8.0

Hyderabad ............—....35.0....21.0 Shimla.................... 20.5....10.0......0.0

Imphal ..................—....28.0....11.0 Srinagar.................. 20.0....12.0......1.0

Jaipur ...................—....28.0....14.0 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....34.0....25.0

Kochi ....................—....33.0....26.0 Tiruchi.........................—....37.0....24.0

Kohima .................—....30.0....15.0 Vijayawada ..................—....37.0....22.0

Kolkata .................—....32.0....23.0 Visakhapatnam .............—....33.0....25.0

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 4.00
p.m., Bhiwadi, Rajasthan,
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
289 indicating a severe level
of pollution. In contrast,
Chandigarh recorded a
healthy AQI score of 24.

Ahmedabad..... 48 .38 13 ....61 .103 ....*

Bengaluru ....... 11 .32 30 ....46 ...68 ....*

Chennai .......... 38 .20 42 ....94 .....— ....*

Delhi .............. ..7 .38 14 ....77 .174 ....*

Hyderabad ...... ..3 .45 31 ....74 ...89 ....*

Kolkata........... 23 .63 14 ..168 .129 ....*

Lucknow ......... ..5 .30 55 ..110 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... 11 .46 15 ....48 .106 ....*

Pune............... 63 .23 90 ..107 ...94 ....*

Visakhapatnam 10 .32 43 ....48 ...73 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

Travellers  forced  to  cancel
fl��ights  after  the  govern­
ment’s advisory against non­
essential  travel  have  been
left in the lurch, as most air­
lines have off��ered full refund
only  for  travel  to  countries
for which there is an outright
ban.

In many cases, while  the
airlines have waived re­book­
ing fees, travel agents and ag­
gregators  have  either  failed
to pass on the benefi��t to pas­
sengers or such travellers are
forced  to  reschedule  fl��ights
at a higher price.

On  Wednesday,  the  go­
vernment cancelled visas for
all foreign citizens and man­
dated quarantine for Indians
returning  from China,  Italy,
Iran,  Spain,  Germany  and
Republic of Korea. It advised
all  Indians  against  non­es­
sential  travel,  adding  that
they  could  be  quarantined

for 14 days on their return.
Twenty­two  year  old

Anandita  Abhay  Bhalerao
was scheduled to fl��y to Paris
for a backpacking trip from
Mumbai on Friday by Kuwait
Airways. 

However,  her  fl��ight  was
cancelled  after  Kuwait
banned the entry of nation­
als  from  several  countries,
including India. 

Despite  the  cancellation
by  the  airline,  the  Mumbai­
based writer was off��ered on­
ly a free date change. 

Determined  to  join  her
friends,  Ms  Bhalerao  then
booked  a  ticket  on  Gulf  Air
for  ₹��39,000  which  she  was
forced  to  cancel  following
the  government’s  advisory
and  received  only  half  the
fare as a refund. 

“I booked both my tickets
through  Make  My  Trip
(MMT).  When  Kuwait  Air­
ways  cancelled  the  ticket,
MMT said they were helpless
and I will have to contact the
airline.  The  airline  off��ered
only a date change, but that
is not an option for me as I

was  travelling  to  celebrate
my sister’s birthday and also
because there is no clarity on
how long the COVID­19 infec­
tion will continue,” Ms. Bhal­
erao told The Hindu over the
phone.  A  communications
professional, Durga Nandini,
was booked for travel to Viet­
nam  on  Malaysia  Airlines
between April 2 to 12.

Following  the  govern­
ment’s advisory, the mother
of  a  four­year­old  is  appre­
hensive  about  travelling.
Though  the  airline  allows
her to change the date of her

travel  for  free  unlimited
times until December 31, ac­
cording  to  Make  My  Trip's
website Ms. Durga will have
to cough up ₹��5,220 per ticket
as penalty for rebooking. Al­
ternatively,  she  will  have  to
cancel  her  travel  and  bear
the entire loss.

“I am a mother of a four­
year­old  and  travelling  for
me is not an option because
of  the  fear  about  COVID­19.
Medical experts have argued
that  it  may  take  upto  18
months to develop a vaccine
and, therefore, I don't want

to take the risk of travelling
in the next eight months. But
my airline allows me to res­
chedule only until the end of
the  year,”  says  Ms.  Durga.
“For  regions  where  airlines
have cancelled existing and
new  fl��ights,  we  are  off��ering
100% refund to our custom­
ers,”  she  said,  adding:  “We
are working in tandem with
our airline partners to off��er
an  option  to  change  travel
dates  with  no­fee  charge;
and are passing full fee waiv­
er benefi��ts rolled out by our
partners to travellers,” Make
My Trip said in an email res­
ponse to queries.

Third-party vendors
A senior  DGCA  offi��cial  told
The Hindu that the regulato­
ry body had met with several
international  carriers,  in­
cluding Malaysia Airlines on
Friday, and advised them to
waive  cancellation  and  res­
cheduling charges. 

“We  have  also  received
many complaints about  tra­
vel aggregators and we have
asked airlines to ensure that
their third party vendors im­
plement  waivers  off��ered  in
toto,” the offi��cial said.

COVID-19: air travellers feel the heat 
Passengers are forced to reschedule
their fl��ights at higher prices

JAGRITI CHANDRA

NEW DELHI 

In dire straits: Passengers wearing masks at Patna airport on
Saturday.  * RANJEET KUMAR

The  Assam  government  on
Saturday allowed 22 foreign
tourists  to  leave  after  they
had  been  quarantined  for
seven days on a cruise ship
on the Brahmaputra river. 

The authorities in eastern
Assam's  Jorhat  district  had
them quarantined after a 76­
year­old  U.S.  tourist,  who
had set sail in the same ves­
sel,  tested  positive  for  CO­
VID­19 in Bhutan on March
5.  All  the  22  tourists,  from
the U.K., U.S. and Australia,
as well as the 34 crew mem­
bers aboard the cruise ship,
tested negative. 

Jorhat  Deputy  Commis­

sioner  Roshni  Aparanji  Ko­
rati said all of them took an
Indigo fl��ight  from Jorhat  to
Kolkata,  from  where  they
were likely to fl��y out of the
country.

On  Friday,  the  adminis­
tration  in  western  Assam's
Barpeta district kept a doc­
tor couple under house qua­
rantine for 14 days. The cou­
ple  from  Assam  had
returned  from  Saudia  Ara­
bia on March 9. "They have
shown no symptoms for the
disease but have been asked
to stay at home on the basis
of their travel history," said
Dhrubajyoti Borah, the prin­
cipal of the medical college
and hospital.

22 foreign tourists
stuck in Assam leave
They were quarantined on a cruise ship

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI

Hours after it issued a notifi��­
cation that an ex­gratia of ₹��4
lakh will be paid to the fami­
lies of those who die of CO­
VID­19 infection, the Minis­
try  of  Home  Aff��airs  (MHA)
withdrew the order. 

In an order issued on Sa­
turday, the MHA said it has
decided to treat COVID­19 as
a “notifi��ed disaster” for the
purpose of providing assis­
tance under the State Disas­
ter Response Fund (SDRF).

The SDRF is the primary
fund available with the State
governments  for  responses
to notifi��ed disasters to meet
expenditure  for  providing
immediate relief to the vic­
tims.  The  Centre  contri­
butes 75% of the SDRF allo­
cation  for general category
States and Union Territories
and 90% for special catego­
ry  States  (northeast,  Utta­
rakhand,  Himachal  Pra­
desh, Jammu and Kashmir).

Under  the  old  notifi��ca­
tion, the MHA listed ex­gra­
tia  relief  to  families  of  de­
ceased persons and “cost of
hospitalisation  for  manag­
ing  COVID­19  patients  at
rates  fi��xed  by  the  State  go­
vernment” among the items

for  assistance  from  the
SDRF pool.

It issued another “partial­
ly modifi��ed” notifi��cation the
same day, where the above
two items were removed.

It  said  the  items  that
would be included for assis­
tance  under  the  SDRF  are
measures  for  quarantine,
sample  collection,  screen­
ing and procurement of es­
sential equipment/laborato­
ries  in  response  to
COVID­19.

No explanation was given
by the MHA offi��cials for the
modifi��ed  notifi��cation.  An
MHA spokesperson did not
respond  to  a  query  on  the
reasons that led to the mod­
ifi��cation of the notifi��cation.

MHA withdraws order
on ex­gratia relief
Assistance to victims’ families removed

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Centre has decided to treat
the COVID­19 outbreak as a
‘notifi��ed disaster.’

The  Ministry  of  Home  Af­
fairs (MHA) has ordered the
closure of all but 20  immi­
gration land check posts in
eastern and northern India
from  Saturday  midnight  in
order to prevent the spread
of COVID­19.

“All  types  of  passenger
movements through all  the
Immigration  Land  Check
Posts  located  at  Indo­Ban­
gladesh Border, Indo­Nepal
Border, Indo­Bhutan Border
and  Indo­Myanmar  Border
will  be  suspended  with  ef­
fect  from  00:00  hours,

March 15, 2020,  till  further
orders  except  through  the
specifi��ed  posts,”  the  MHA
said. The decision was taken
by the Immigration Section
of  the  Foreigner’s  Division
of MHA and an “offi��ce mem­
orandum”  was  issued  on
Friday.

However,  the  curbs  on
the  Indo­Nepal  and  Indo­
Bhutan borders are applica­
ble  “only  for  third  country
nationals and not to Indian
nationals or nationals of Ne­
pal or Bhutan.” The border
markets  on  the  India­Ban­
gladesh border will also be
suspended.

Border check posts to
be shut in north, east
Only 20 points will remain open

special correspondent

Kolkata 

The body of a 68­year­old
woman from Delhi, who
succumbed to COVID­19,
was cremated at
Nigambhod Ghat on
Saturday after initially
being denied permission
by the crematorium, said
her family. “They told us
they did not have any
guidelines from the Health
Department about
coronavirus victims,” said
Sanjeev Arora, the
deceased’s relative. 

Body cremated

after confusion
Staff Reporter 

New Delhi 

The 30­second telephonic
COVID­19 awareness
capsule has gone regional
with the Union Health
Ministry confi��rming that
the message has been
translated for State­wise
dissemination. A Central
government offi��cial said:
“The idea is to create and
reinforce awareness and
bust any myths or fear
about the virus.”

Pre-call message

goes regional
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Six benches of the
Supreme Court will on
March 16 take up only 12
urgent matters each to
avoid overcrowding of
court rooms, following the
decision to restrict the
court’s functioning in the
wake of the COVID­19
outbreak. The court on
Saturday also issued
precautionary guidelines,
including thermal
screening of all employees
and closure of cafeterias. 

Only 12 cases

per SC bench
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

The Lok Sabha Secretariat
on Saturday notifi��ed that
visitors to the public
galleries of the House
would be stopped in view
of the COVID­19 outbreak.
A bulletin issued by
Secretary General
Snehlata Srivastava said
passes to the public
galleries won't be issued
until further notice.
However, on Friday,
Speaker Om Birla had said
that there was no plan to
adjourn the Lok Sabha
‘sine die’ before April 3,
the last day of the session. 

LS bans visitors

to galleries
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Mahasabha prescription: A member of the Akhil Bharat Hindu Mahasabha drinking cow urine
at a ‘gau mutra party’ organised by the group in New Delhi on Saturday. Swami Chakrapani,
the Mahasabha chief, claimed the liquid is the “only cure” for COVID­19 . * GETTY IMAGES
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Bizarre event

As many as 12 new COVID­19
cases were reported in Mah­
arashtra  on  Saturday  —  the
largest number registered in
a single  day.  With  this,  the
number of positive cases in
the State climbed to 31.

Five  people  from  Pimpri
Chinchwad,  including  four

from the Dubai  tour group,
and one with  travel history
to  Thailand,  tested  positive
on Saturday. Other cases in­
clude the son of the 64­year­
old man who was earlier ad­
mitted at Hinduja Hospital in
Mumbai. 

Three others include a 37­
year­old with a travel history
to U.S. and France and a 59­

year­old  with  travel  history
to Philippines. Two patients
who tested positive from Ya­
vatmal had also travelled to
Dubai in the big group of 40
people. The seventh patient
is a man  from Nagpur with
travel history to Qatar.

State health offi��cials  said
all the patients are under ob­
servation. 

12 new cases registered in
Maharashtra in a single day
Jyoti Shelar

Mumbai


