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|OC says no need for drastic decisions...

Olympic body amends qualifying competitions, says it is committed to the event being staged in four months’ time despite the coronavirus outbreak

....out French Open,
Copa America and
Euros get postponed

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
LAUSANNE, MARCH 17

THE INTERNATIONAL Olympic Committee
(I0C) said on Tuesday it was not the time
for “drastic decisions” over the staging of
the Tokyo Olympics, which has not yet
been postponed because of the deadly
coronavirus pandemic.

“The IOC remains fully committed to the
Olympic Games Tokyo 2020, and with more
than four months to go before the Games
there is no need for any drastic decisions at
this stage; and any speculation at this mo-
ment would be counter-productive,” the IOC
said in a statement after its executive board
met in Lausanne.

The Tokyo Olympics are scheduled torun
between July 24-August 9, but the year's
biggest sporting event is as yet one of the sole
sporting competitions to have survived a
postponement in the wake of the COVID-19
outbreak that has caused more than 7,400
deaths and infected more than 180,000
around the world.

The IOC statement fell shortly after both
this summer's Euro 2020 and Copa America
tournaments were postponed by one year to
2021. US President Donald Trump has sug-
gested the Japanese capital also postpone the
Olympics for 12 months, although Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe responded by
pledging his country would host the Games
as planned and saying he had noimmediate
intention to declare a state of emergency
over the virus outbreak.

“This is an unprecedented situation for
the whole world, and our thoughts are with
all those affected by this crisis,” the IOC said.
I0C president Thomas Bach added: “The
health and well-being of all those involved
in the preparations for the Olympic Games
Tokyo 2020 is our number-one concern.

“All measures are being taken to safe-
guard the safety and interests of athletes,
coaches and support teams. We are an
Olympic community; we support one an-
other in good times and in difficult times.
This Olympic solidarity defines us as a com-
munity. “The IOC acknowledged prepara-
tions for the Tokyo Games had been im-
pacted, and encouraged all athletes to
continue training “as best they can”. “The [OC
has confidence that the many measures be-
ing taken by many authorities around the
world will help contain the situation of the
COVID-19virus.”

Practical adaptations

One of the results of the virus outbreak
has been the cancellation of qualifiers, in a
number of sports, for the Tokyo Olympics.
But the IOC insisted it would work to sur-
mount any difficulties that threw up.

“Todate, 57 percent of the athletes are al-
ready qualified for the Games,” it said. “For
the remaining 43 percent of places, the IOC
will work with the IFs (international federa-
tions) to make any necessary and practical

The European football championship was due to take place from June 12 to July 12 this year at 12 venues across Europe. NYT

adaptations to their respective qualification
systems for Tokyo 2020.”

The IOCvowed to “continue toactinare-
sponsible way and have agreed the follow-
ing overriding principles about the staging
of the Olympic Games Tokyo 2020: “1. To
protect the health of everyone involved and
to support the containment of the virus. 2.
To safeguard the interests of the athletes and
of Olympic sport.” The IOC will continue to
monitor the situation 24/7. Already in mid-
February, a task force was set up.

The body added any decision it takes on
the staging of the Games “will not be deter-
mined by financial interests, because thanks
to its risk management policies and insur-
ance it will in any case be able to continue its
operations and accomplish its mission to or-
ganise the Olympic Games.”

A taskforce (consisting of the IOC, the
World Health Organisation, the Tokyo 2020
Organising Committee, the Japanese author-
ities and the Tokyo Metropolitan
Government)was created in mid-February to
ensure “coordinated actions by all stakehold-
ers” and offer guidance the I0C said it would
follow. Already, the format of all the test
events in March and April in Japan has been
“altered to allow for the testing of essential
Games elements”.

“The lighting of the Olympic torch in

What are the changes
to qualifying system

ACCORDING TO the International
Olympic Committee, 57 percent of the
athletes have already qualified for the
Games so far. For the remaining 43
percent of places, the IOC will work
with the international sports federa-
tions to “make any necessary and
practical adaptations to their respec-
tive qualification systems”.

The world governing said they will
not make any changes to the quota
places already allocated to the coun-
tries and athletes. However, the IOC
added they might make changes to
the qualification system based on,
“on-field results (e.g. IF (international)
ranking or historical results)” and use
the results of continental or region-
specific events.

Greece and subsequent elements of the
Torch Relay in Japan are being adapted, the
entire Games preparation supply chain has
been analysed, and alternative plans are in
place in the event of anticipated disrup-

tion,” the IOC added.

Olympic torch events downscaled

Tokyo 2020 organisers said Tuesday they
had taken the “heartbreaking” decision to
scale back parts of the Olympic torch relay
due to the coronavirus, but stressed that
spectators would still be allowed to watch
from the roadside. Chief executive Toshiro
Muto told reporters that the "grand start" of
the torch relay from the disaster-hit
Fukushima province would take place with-
out spectators “in order to prevent the
spread of infections”.

Any spectators who are feeling unwell
will be asked not to watch from the roadside
and torch-bearers with high temperatures
will be barred from taking part, Tokyo 2020
said. “Please be careful to avoid forming
crowds,” organisers urged, saying the pro-
gramme could be changed in the event of
“excessive congestion”. The moves come as
doubts increase whether the Games can
open as planned on July 24, with the coron-
avirus decimating the global sports calen-
dar, including Olympic qualifying events,
and curtailing international travel.

Muto reiterated the Olympics would go
ahead “as planned”, although he acknowl-
edged that “situations are changing from
hour to hour”.
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AFP & REUTERS
LAUSANNE, MARCH 17

UEFA HAS proposed postponing this year’s
European Championship until 2021, a source
close to European football's governing body
told AFP on Tuesday, as the continent bat-
tles with the coronavirus pandemic.

The source’s confirmation of the pro-
posal came after the Norwegian FA tweeted
that the new plan is for the tournament to
take place from June 11 to July 11 next year,
turning Euro 2020 into Euro 2021.

The proposal was made as UEFA held
crisis talks with its national associations as
well as clubs and players bodies via video-
conference on Tuesday. The proposal is
likely to be ratified at a UEFA Executive
Committee meeting in the afternoon. The
move comes with most of Europe’s domes-
tic leagues having ground to a halt over the
last week as football confronts its biggest
issue in modern times.

The UEFA Champions League and
Europa League competitions for clubs have
also been suspended, with both still in the
last-16 stage, but postponing the European
Championship for national sides means
they, along with national leagues, will have
the chance to be completed, assuming
travel restrictions are lifted in time.

Euro 2020 was due to be held in 12 dif-
ferent cities across the continent, from as far
apart as Dublin and Bilbao, to Saint
Petersburg and Baku. The semi-finals and fi-
nal were due to be played in London and
there would considerable knock-on effects
to postponing the competition — the
women'’s European Championshipis sched-
uled to run from July 7 to August 1 next year
in England, with the final at Wembley. UEFA
have also planned to stage an Under-21 Euros
in Hungary and Slovenia in June next year.

Twenty of the 24 teams set to take part
in the Euro have already qualified, but play-
offs to determine the final four participants,
due to be played later this month, will have
to take place at a later date.

The Copa America due to kick off in June
in Argentina and Colombia was on Tuesday
postponed by a year to 2021 because of the
coronavirus pandemic, organisers CON-
MEBOL said. The announcement came
shortly after UEFA's similar decision to also
push back Euro 2020 by 12 months.

The Copa is South America’s premier

How this creates
® logistical hurdles

EXPLAINED

THE EUROS have been postponed to
clear the month this summer to fin-
ish the club competitions. Leagues
across Europe, including the
Champions and Europa League,
have currently been suspended.
However, postponing the tourna-
ment will have a massive ripple ef-
fect. The expanded Club World Cup,
organised by FIFA and scheduled for
the summer of 2021, now looks un-
likely to take place as planned. The
women's European Championship,
which is to take place from July 7 to
August 1 next year, Nations League
finals and European Under-21
Championship are also scheduled
for those months.

continental competition between national
sides and had been scheduled to run be-
tween June 12-July 12. The competition was
being staged for the first time in two coun-
tries rather than one. The finals featuring
12 teams, for this edition included invitees
Australia and Qatar. “It’s an extraordinary
measure due to an unexpected situation,
and therefore responds to the fundamen-
tal need to avoid an exponential evolution
of the virus,” said CONMEBOL. The tourna-
ment is now rescheduled to run from June
11-July 11 2021. The decision was taken in
conjunction with UEFA’s decision to post-
pone Euro 2020 to 2021.

Roland Garros delayed

The French Open tennis tournament has
been postponed until September 20-October
4 amid the coronavirus outbreak, the organ-
isers of the Grand Slam event said on Tuesday.
The first major tournament to be hit by the
spread of the coronavirus was initially sched-
uled to be played from May 24-June 7.

“In order to guarantee the health and
safety of all those involved in the prepara-
tion of the tournament, the French Tennis
Federation decided to organise the 2020 edi-
tion of Roland-Garros from 20 September to
4 October 2020,” the French tennis federa-
tion said in a statement.



